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Wat4»rftird  Conniy 
Bere«fird,  right   lioa.  livd  O., 

Oalaritea 


Bernard,  Thomas,  jnn.,  King^ 

County 
Bernard,  riaconnt,  Cork  Coanty 
^Bernard,  hoo.  Richard   Boyle, 

Bandoo-bridge 
♦Best,  seij.  W.  D.  Bridport 
Bewkke,  CaWeriay,  Wiochilsea 
Blachford,  Harrington  P.,  New- 
town, Hanta 
Blackbume,  John,  Lancashire 
Blackburne,  J.  Irebuvi,  Newton, 

Labcashire 
♦Bloom6eld,  colonel  Benjamin, 

Plymouth 
♦Blunden,    colonel  Orerington, 

Kilkenny 
♦Bniighey,  sir  J.  Fenlon,  New. 

castfe- under- Line 
Bouverie,  Charles  H.,  Dorcbester 
*Bourerie,  Charles  D.»  Downton 
Bowyer,  sir  George,  Abingdon 
Bmdsbaw,  Rob.  Haldan,  Brackley 
Rra(]>haw,    bon.   A.    C    Castle 

Rising 
Brand,  bon.  Thomas,  Hertford- 
shire 
Brian, sir  Edward,  bart;  Cbire 

6oonty 
♦Broadbead,     Theod.     Henry, 

Wareham 
^Broadburst,  John,  Weymouth 
Broclriok,  boo.   William,  Whit- 

church 
Drogilen,  Jamesy'tanneeston 
Brooke,  lord,  Warwick 
^Brooke,  Chas.,  Chippenham 
Browne,' riglit  boo.  Denis,  Mayo 
Browne,  Anthony,  Heydon 
Brownlow,  Wm.  Armagh  county 
Bruce,  lord,  Mariborougb 
Bmce,  John,  St.  Michael 
*Bruen,  Henry,  CatherlogbsbHv 
*Brydges,  sir  Samuel    Bgertoo, 

Maidstone 
^Sutler,  Charlei,  West  Loow 
*Buller,  Anthony,  West  Looe 
Boiler,  Vice -fldmiral,sirSdw«rd, 

East  Looe 
Buller,  James,  ExeMr 
Burdett,  sir  Frauds,  birt,  West- 
minster 
Burghersb,  lord,  Lyme  Refrif 
Snrred,  air  Cbarlea  M.  bart.  New 


♦CaWert,  Charley  Sonfbwnrii 
Campbell,  lord  Jubu.  Ar<yslabif«i 
Campbell,  admiral  George,  Car« 

martben 
Campbell,  gen.  Duncan,  Rethsny 
Campbell,    general    Alexander^ 

Dunfermlin 
Canning,  rigbt  bon.  George,  fitt 

verpoil,  aUo  fir  Pet-irMield 
Canning,  col.  George,  S)  go 
Carew,      right  bon.    R.    Folt| 

Lostwitbiel 
•Carew,  Rob.  Sbapland,  WejU 

fdrd  counter 
Cartwright,  Wm.  RallMt*  NdrtlN 


Burrell,  Hnn.  P.  R.  D.,  Rnaton 
♦Bnrrelt,  Walter,  Sussex 
Butler,  bon.    James,  Kilkenny 

♦Butterworth,  Jnaeph,  CoTeotry 
Bybg,  Gamrge,  Middlesex 
Calcraft,  John,  Rorbei.ter 
Calvert,  John,  Hnntiogdon 
Calvert,  Nicholson,  Hartfoid 


♦Caaberd,    RoMrt  Mhtt.    lfil« 

borne  Port 
Castlereagh,   TilJcotoot*  Cl'itbero^ 

also  fur  Down  county 
Careodisft,  lord  G.  A.  H.,  OSf* 

byshire 
CaTmdii>b,  HeiL  F.  C,  Derby 
♦Cawtbomc,   J.    Fenlon,    LAd« 

caster 
Cbalooer,     Rdb^    Ricbmond, 

Yorkshire 
Cbaplin,  Charles,  Lincolaahire 
«Cbfehdster,    Arthur,    Carritk' 

fergus 
Chute,  William,  Hampshire 
Clements,    colonel    Hen.  Jbbn^ 

Leitrim 
Clerke,  sir  George,  Edinburgh* 

shire 
Clinton,    Gen.    Hen.    Borengb* 

bridge 
Clinton,   gen.   William  Henry, 

Buruutfhbrklge 
Clire,  William,  BUhofp's  Caitla 
Clivf,  H^nry,  Ludlow 
Clive,  riscount*  Lcidlow 
Cdcbrane,  lord,  Wotminsler 
Cocks,  James,  Rf  egtte  * 
*Gicks  bonouraWv  John  flam. 

Ryegate 
Coke,  Tbom«iWillkm,Nerfolk» 
Coke,  Edward,  Deiby 
Col<*,  bon.  gen.  O.  L.  FeroUi- 

niigh 
^Cdley,  Tb8in#8,  Crickbide 
Collins,  Hen.  Powell,  Taunton 
^Cnftqnboim,  rigHt  honourable  Ab 

Uttmbart^ioahiM 
C>mbe,  Harrf>y  Cbriiitian,Lnndmi 
C*>mpti»n,  earl,  Nortbatn<»toii 
♦Conlrmr'f,  ceo.  sir  W..  Gatbm 
Cooper,  Edw.  Stngr,  Sligoi-iiunty 
«Coote,  sir  t^y're^  Barn>taiple 
C tit's,  Ji>hn,  Shropshire 
«CMfer.Jaai«Siak»r«*noe.  Mallow 

ICutterell,  Sir  J.  Oeers,  bt  Hare* 
fordsbice 
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Cotton,  ^en.  sir  S.,  Newark-upon 

Trent     ** 
*a>ul|hQK8t,  sir  N.  Coiiw«7»  Cork 

city 
♦Omiterwy,  WiU'tam,  Exeter 
Comt^iwy,  T.  Peregrine,  Totnen 
♦C  'Uitetiay,  John,  Appleby 
Cowper,  hoD.  E.  Speocer,  Hert- 
ford 
Creevey,  Thnriias,  Thetf  »rd 
Cri-krtt,  Hubert  Alex.,  Ipswich 
€n>ker,  Juhii  Wil«(iii,  Athk>ne 
♦Cniby.  colonel  James,  Kerry 
CuftiH,  sir  Willuiin,  bart.,  L.r4kk>ii 
Curzon^  boo.  Robert,  Clithero 
Daly,  rigbihoDoorable  D.  Bowes, 

Galway 
*lD-ily.  James,  G»lway 
I)asliwood,  sir  H.  G.  W.,  Wood- 

t»t«»ck 
^a^'fenport»  Davies,  Cheshire 
Div  8,  Richard  Hart.  Brtstc^ 
*Da«i8,  Hart,  jtfn.,  Colchester 
♦Dawkins,  Henry,  AHborobgh 
I>iiwkih8,  Jame<,'  Hastings 
Diwson,  Ri<  h.  The.  Monaghan. 
♦Denys,   Geo.   Wm.    Kingston- 

upon-Htill 
jp^-anrt,  eatl  of,  Bnssiney 
D  okenson,  Wiliiam,  Somerset 
Pillon,    hon.   Henry   Augustus^ 

Mayo  county 
B'isbrowe,  col.  Edward,  Wmdsor 
*D:iuglas    Wm.   Robert   Keith, 

Annan,  &c. 
^Dcmgias.  b  >iu  F.  S.  N  ,  Banbnry 
^Doreton,  colonel  Oabriel,  Lan- 

easter 
^Dovileswell,  John  Edm.  Tewkes- 
bury 
Drake,  W.  Tyrwhitt,  Agmondes-  * 

ham 
Drake,  Tho.  Tyrwhitt,  Agmon- 

desham 
Drummond,  George  H.  Kincar- 

diiie<»hire 
•Drumitaond,  Jamefi,  Perthshire 
I^iickett,  col.  George,  Plympton 
♦Duckworth,  sir  J.  T.,  Romney 
Ditfl^rTn,  lord,  Aldeburgh 
Dui^ale,  Stratf.  Dugdale,  War- 
wickshire 
Duigenan,    right    hoo.   Dr.     P. 

Armagh  Boroa^h 
Dancannon,  viscount,  Malton 
*DunC"mbe.  Chas.,  Heytesbnry 
Dun<lat,  col.  Charles,  Berkshire 
Dun'Ia't,    right    hon.     William, 

Ediobiirgh 
Doiiditfi,  boD.  Lawrence,  York 
*Diinl<)pf  Major  General  James, 

KirkciKtbright 
^Ebrinston,  lord,  Buckingham 
«£dm<instuo«,  sir  Charles,  Stirl- 

.  ingshire 
Eeerton,  John,  Chetter 
♦EgerVai,  Wilbrabam,  Cheshire 
EKotf  hon  Wi'liam,  T.i-keard 
Elliot,  right  hon.  William,  Pe- 

t**rb  'r«High 
wEiliot,  hon.  Gilbert,  Roxbargh- 

shire 
Ellis,  C.  Roie,  Scafovd 


^Ellison,  Cothbart,   Newcastle- 

npon-Tync 
Esteourt,  Tho.    Grimston,   De- 
vizes. 
*£rerelt,  James  Hague,  Ludger- 

shall 
^Faulkiner,  Fred.  John,  Catber- 

logh 
Fane,  Gen.  Henry,  Lyme  Regis 
Pane,  John,  Oxfordshire 
Farmer,  Samuel,  Huntingdon 
Parqtihar,  James,  Brecbin 
^Pawcett,  Henry,  Carlisle 
Fazakeriey,  J.  N.,  Lincoln 
Featherstone,  sir  Tbos.  Longfbrd 
Pellowes,  hon.  Newton,  AndoTer 
PeUowes,  Wm.    Henry,    Hunt- 

ingdonshire 
Ferguson,  James,  Aberdeenshire 
Ferguson,  RonaL  Crawf.,  Kirk- 

aldy,  &c. 
Finch,    hon.    general    Edward, 

Cambridge 
Fitzgerald,  Augustine,  Clare 
Fitzgerald,  hon.  lord  H.,  Kildare 
Fitzgerald,  right  lion.  M.,  Kerry 
♦Fitzgerald,  right    bon.    James 

Ennis 
•Fitzhugb,  William,  Tiverton 
Fttzpatrick,  right  hon.  R.,  Ta- 
vistock 
Fitzroy,   lord  Charles,  St.  Ed* 

mund's  Bury. 
Fitzroy,     right   hon.    lord    J., 

Thetford 
♦Flood,  sir  Frederipk,  Wexford 

county 
Foley,  hon.  Andrew,  Droitwich 
Foley,  col.  Thomas,    Hereford- 
shire 
Polices',    sir    Martin    B.    hart.. 

King's  Lynn 
Fo!ke»tone,  viscount,  New  Sanun 
Forbes,  viscount,  Longford 

♦  Forbes,  Charles,  Beverley 
Forrester,  Cecil  W.,  Wenlock 
♦Forster,  F.  T.  H.,  St.  Edmund's 

Bury 
Foster,  right  hon.  John,  Lowth 
Foulkes,  Evan,  Stamford 
Frankland,  col.  William,  Thirsk 
Fremantle,  William  Henry,  Buck- 
ingham 
French,  Arthur,  Roscommon 
Fynas,  Henry,  Aldborough 
♦Garrow,  sir  William,  Eye 
Ga«coyne,  gen.  Isaac,  Liverpool 
♦Gaskell,  Benjamin,  Maiden 
♦Geary,  sir  William,  Kent 
♦Gell,  P.  Penryn 
Giddy,  Davies,  Bodmyn 
Gipps,  George,  Rippon 
Qooch,  Thomas  Sherlock,  Soff>lk 
Gordon,  William,  Worcester 

*  Gordon,  Robert,  Wareham 
Goulboume,    Henry,    St.    Ger- 
main's 

Gower,    earl,   Newcastle-mider- 

Line 
Gower,  Lord,  G.  L.  Staffordshire 
Graham,  sir  James,  Carlisle 
Grant,  Charks,  sen.,  Inverness- 

shirc* 


♦Grant,  Charles,  jmsior,  Inveiw 

ness,  &c. 
Grant,  eolonel  Frtneif  W»  El« 

ginabire  •- 

♦Grant,  Alex.  Cray,  Tregony    ^^ 
♦Grant,     John     P«ter,     Grea^|p 

Grimsby 
G  rattan,  right  hon.  Henry,  Dublin 

city 
^Graves,  lord,  Oakharopton 
Greenbill,  Robert,  Thirsk 
Gren^il,  Pasooe,  Great  BCarkw 
Grosvenor,  gen.  Thomas,  Cheater 
Guise,  sir  B.  William,  Glouoes- 

tersbire 
Gunning,  George  William,  Fast 

Griostead 
*Gumry,  Hudson,  Shafteshurjr 
Hall,  Benjamin,  Westbury 
Ilalsey,  Joseph,  St  Albans 
Hamilton,   lord  Arch.,   Lanerlc 

sbire 
Hamilton,  Hans,  Dublm  county 
♦Hamilton^  sir  H.  D.,  Aycshive 
♦Hammeraley,  Hugh,  Helkssloo. 
Haiibury,  Wm,,  Northamptoa 
♦Harcuurt,  John,  Leominster 
♦Hare,     hon*    Richard,    Cork 

county 
♦Hart,  lieutenant  general  Georg* 

V.  Donegal 
♦Harvey,  Charles,  Norwich 
♦Hawthorn,     Charles     Stewart, 

Downpatrick 
Heathcote,    Thomas    Freeman^ 

Hampshire 
♦Heathcote,  sirG.  hart,  RuUaod 
Henniker,  lord,  Stamford, 
Herbert,  hon.  Charles,  Wilton 
Herbert,  Hen.  Arth.,  Tralee 
Heron,    major    genieral    Peter> 

Newton,  Lancashire 
♦Heron,  sir  Robt.,  Great  Griinsbjr 
HJil,  right  bon.  sir  G.  F.  Lqd- 

donderry 
*Hill,  gen.  sir  Rowland,  Sbrewac- 

bury 
Hinchiobroke,  viscount,  Hunting- 
donshire 
Hfppisley,  sir  J.  Cox,  hart.,  Sud- 
bury 
♦Hobart,  Rob  .Geo.,  St.  Michael 
Hobhouse,  t^ir  Benjamin,  Hindoo  - 
Hodson,  John,  Wigaa 
Holdswonh,  Arth.   Howe,  Dart* 

mouth  . 
Hulfird,    George    Peter,    Don- 

gannon 
Holmes,  William,  Tregony 
Holmes,  sir  Leon.  Th.  W.,  New. 

port,  Hants 
♦Holmes,  R.  F.  Worsley,  New- 
port, Hanu 
*Honyman,  R.  B.  J.  jnu.,  Orknejr 
♦Hood,  hon.  Sam.,  Heytesbury  * 
Hope,  adm.  Wm.  J.,  Dumfrica* 

shire 
Hope,  bon.  gen.  Charles,  Had- 
dingtonshire 
Hope,   hon.   Alex*,  Linlithgow* 

shire 
♦Hornby,  Edmund,  Preston  ' 
♦Horne,  Wm.,  HelleeWa 
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iksy  flsmnelt  Preiton 
ibloD,  John  Archer,  Esaex 
hon.  Wdim  Morpeth 
«rd,    boo.  col.  F.  G.  CMtle- 


Howorth.  Humphrey,  Evetbam 
Hagbet,  colooel  W.  Lewii,  W»l- 

Kogfiinf 
Home,  Wm.  Hoarp»  Wicfclow 
Hume,  sir  Abraham,  HaktnigJi 
Hnntio^M,  loni,  DuDwk'h 
Hurat.  RofaMt;  Horthaoi 
Hoduttoo,  William,  Cbiebetter 
Hnaeey,  WHIiam.  New  Sarooi 
Hnney,  Thomas,  Ayletbory 
^Imiis,  Hugh,  Domork,  ^ 
Irving,  John,  Bramber 
JackscNi,  John,  Dover 
JekyU,  Joseph.  Calne 
^eokiosoB,  Charles,  Dover 
JeokiiMoo,  boo.  C.  C  C.  Bridge- 

nortb 
J<icelyii,  viMsount,  Lowth 
Johnts,  eol.  Thomas,  Cardigan- 

shiie 
Joboslone,  George,  Heydon 
Johnstone,  hoi\  A.  Cucb^  Oram- 

ponnd 
JoUiffe,  col.  Hyltoo,  Petersdeld 
Keane,  sir  John,  bart.  YoQghall 
Keck,  George  Aoth.  Lee,  Leioot- 

tershire    « 
Keene,  Whitsbed,  Montgomery 
Kemp,  Thomas  Read,  Lewes 
Kenrick,  William,  Bletchiogley 
Kemiogton,  lord,  Haverfordwest 
«Kibblewhite,  JaBies,   Woottoo 

Basset 
*     'Kiodlay,  Kirkman,  Glasgow 
King,  sir  J.   Dashwood,  bart; 

Qtiiipittg  Wycombe 
Kingston,  John,  Lvmington 
♦Kirkwall,  lonl,  Denbigh 
Knatcbbnll,  sir  Kdw.  bart ;  Kent 
Knox,  Thomas  Tyrone 
*LacoD,    £dm.  Knowles,    Yar- 
mouth, Norfolk 
♦Lamb,  Thos.  Phillipps,  Rye 
Lambtoo,  Ralph  John,  Durham 
Langtoo,  col.  W.  ,Gore,  Somer- 

sci^hre 
Lascellea,  lord  viscount.  North- 

allertoa 
Lascelles,   boo*    H.,  Yorkshire, 

aba  for  Pontefract 
Latoucbe,  David,  jon.   Catber- 

loghshire 
Latoucbe,  Robert,  Kildare 
Latoucbe,  John,  Leitrim 
LeAcb,  Jubn,  Seifurd 
♦Leader,  Wm.,  Camelford 
Lefevre,  Charles  Shaw,  Reading 
L^h,  James  Henry,  Bcdwin 
.     Lngh,  Robert  Holt,  Wigan 
♦Ldgh,  major  Charles,  New  Ross 
Lemon,  sir  Wm.  bart ;  Cornwall 
Lemon,  colonel  John^  Tmro 
Leslie,  col.  Charles  P.,  Monaghan 
Lester,  Benjamin  l«c«ter,  Poole 
♦Lewiny  Thomas  F.,  Beanmaris 
Littleton,  Edw.  John,  S.aft>rd- 

shire 
Lkf d,  Jme«  M.  Steyoiig 


Lhyyd,  Hardress^  King*s  coonty 
Lloyd,  sir  Edw.  Prica,  Flint 
Lockhart,    col.    Wdliam  Elliot, 

Selkirk 
Lockhart,  J.  Ingram,  Oxford 
Loftus,  general  Wm.  Yarmouth, 

Norfolk 
Ling,  right  hon.  Charles,  Hasle* 


Loni:,  Richard  Godolpbin,  Wilt- 
kbire 

Lnngfield,  col.  Mountiford,  Cork 
city 

*Lopes,  sir  M.  Mas»eb,  Bam- 
sUple 

Lovaine,  lord,  Berealston 

Lowndes,  William,  Buckingham- 
shire 

Lowther,  lord,  Cockermoutb 

Lowther,  John,  CoNsknroKNitb, 
also  for  Cumberland 

Lowtber,  col.  James,  Appleby 

♦Lowther,  hon.  H.  Cecil,  West- 
moreland 

*Lubbock,  John  Wra.  Leomin- 
ster 

Lushittgton,  Stepb.  R.,  Canter* 
bury 

Liittrell,  J.  Fownes,  Minebcad 

♦Uttrell,  J.  P.  jun.,  Minehend 

Lygon,  bon«  William  Beauch, 
Worcestenhjre 

LyUleton,  hon.  W.  H.  Worces- 
tersbire 

Macdonald,  James,  Sutherland- 
shire 

♦Macdonald,  Ronald  George, 
Plympton 

^Mackenzie,  bon.  W.  Frederick, 
Ross- shire 

Madocks,.Will.  Alex.  Boston 

Magens,  Magens  Dorien,  Lud- 
genhall 

^Maginnis,  Richard,  sen.,  £n- 
nii>killen 

Mabon,  bon.  gen.  Stephen,  Rot- 


Maitland,  Ebenezer,  F.  Walling- 

(brd 
«Maitland,  gen.    bon.   Thomas 

Jedburgh,  &c. 
*MajoribankB,  John,  jun.,  Bute- 
shire 
Manners,    lord     Charles    Som. 

Cambridge^hire 
Manners,  general  Robert,  Cam- 
bridge 
Manners,  bon.  Robert,  Letceiter- 

shire 
Manning,  William,  Evesham 
*March,  earl  of,  Ciiiche|(ter 
Markbam,   adm.    John,   Ports- 
month 
Manryatt,  Jos.  Sandwicb 
«Marsh,  Charles,  £.  Retford 
Martin,  Henry,  Kinsale 
♦Martin,  John,  Tewkesbury 
Mathew,  bon.  col.  Mout  Tip- 

perary 
Maule,  boo.  Wm.  Forfisrshine 
Miv.  sir  ^ward,  Belfast 
M'Nagblen,  G.  A.  Qrford 
Meade,  bon.  cqI,  John,  Down 


Mellisb,  Wiliitm,  M'ddletet 
*Metge,  Jcibii.  DunHalk 
*Metbiien,  Paul,  Wiltshire 
•Meyler,  Richard,  Winchevter 
Mddmay,  sir  H.  St.  J.  C.  St  J. 

Winchestfr 
Miller,  sir  Thomas,  bart.  Porta. 

mouth 
MilU,  Charles,  Warwick 
*Milne,  Alex.,  Cullen,  fcc. 
M  ITnes,  Robei  t  P.,  Puntefiraet 
Mi'ton.  visrtHint  Yorkshire 
*Mitford,  Wm.,  New  Romney 
Molyneux,     H.     T.     Howaitl, 

Arundel 
Molyneux,  H.  Howard,  Gloooet- 

ter 
Muuck,  sir  C.  M.  L.  bart,  N^v 

thumberland 
Montgomery,  sir  J.  bart,  Peo» 

blesbire 
Montgomery,    sic  H.  C,  Ynr. 

mouth,  Hants 
Moore,  Peter»  Coventry 
Moore,  lord  Henry,  Lisbume 
Moorsom,  admiral  Rob.,  Qoaaa- 

borough 
Mofdaunt,    sir   Charles,   bart, 

Warwickshire. 
Morgan,  sir  Charles,  bart.,  Mon- 

mouthkbire 
*Mofgnn,  Charles,  Brecon 
Morland,    Scrope   Bernard,  SI* 

Mawes 
Morpeth,  lord  visooont.  Cum* 

berland 
Morris,  capt.  Robt.,  Gloucester 
Mostyn,  sir  Thomas,  bart,  Flint* 

shire 
Muncaster,  lord,  Westmoreland 
Muody,  Bdward  Miller,  Derby. 

shire 
Murray,  gtn.  sir  John,    Wej« 

mouth 
*Neale,  sir  Harry,  Lymington 
Needbam,  bon.  gen.  F.,  Newry 
*Neville,  Richard,  Wexford 
Neville,  bon.  Richard,  Berkshiri 
Newark,  vise.,  Nottingham»bire 
Newport,  right  boo.  sir  J.  bt 

Waterford 
Nicholl,  right  bon.  sir  J.,  knight, 

Bedwin 
Noel,  Cb.  N.,  Rutland 
North,  Dudley,  Ricbaond,  York- 
shire 
Nortbey,      William,     Newport, 

Cornwall 
Nugent,  lord,  Aylesbory 
Odell,    col.  William,  Limerick 

county 
*Ogle,  Henry  Meade,  Drogbedn 
O'Hara.  Charles,  Sliga<.*ounty 
0*Nedl,  bon-  J.  R.  Bruce,  Antriil 
Onflow,  hon.  T.  C,  Guildford 
*On^low,  Aithur,  Guildford 
Ord,  William,  Morpeth 
*Osbaldeston,  George,  East  Rni* 

ford,  Notu 
Osborne,  lord  F.  G.,  Cambridge* 

shire 
*0«bome,  John,  Qoeenboroiigh 
Ossu!atoo,  lord,  Knaresborough 
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0«fcii,  sir  Jobn,  bmit.,  Pembroke- 

sbire,  also  for  Pembroke 
Paget,    boo.    major    Berkeley, 
*  Anglesea 
Paget,  bon.  captain  Cbaritt,  Oir- 

narvon 
PafTct,  boa.  Edward,  Milboma 

Port 
Pakeiiham,  boo.  Here  B.,  West- 

iqeatb 
Pahner,  Iteat  cot.  Cbarles,  Bath 
Palmerston,  lord  TUCoiiQly  Cam- 
bridge Univertity         \ 
,  Paroell,  sir  Henry,  bart  Qaeen't 

coanty 
Peel,  sir  Robert,  bart,  Tamworth 
Peel,  right  huo.  Robert,  Cbip- 

peohinn 
Peirse,  Henry,  Nortbalferton 
Pelham,  bon.  Cbarlai  Andenon, 

Lincolnshire 
Mbam,  boo.  G.  A.,   Newton, 

HanU 
*Pellew,  PiDwaoQ  Bastard,  Laun- 

cestoo 
Percy,  boo.  Joeceline,  BeiealitoQ 
Perriog,  sir  John,  Hytha 
*Pbillipa,  George,  Ivelcbester 
Phipps,  bou.  gen.  £dm.,  Scar^ 

borons^ 
Piggott,  sir  Arth.  knt  Horsham 
PiU,  Wm.  Morton,  Doraetshire 
^itt,  Joseph,  Crioklade 
Plumer,  sir  Tho.  knt.,  Downton 
^Pfumer,  Win.,  Higbam  Ferrers 
*PUinkett,    right    bon.    W.    C. 

Dnbliu  University 
•PiacoGk,  Georfpe,  Bridgewater 
Pole,    bo6.    W.    W.,    Qween's 

eonaty 
•  Pole,   sir   Cb.    Morrice,  bait,, 

Plymooth 
Peosonby,  right  bon.  O.  Pater- 
borough 
Ponsooby,  bon.  Freil.,  Galway 
*POnsooby,  boa.  Frederick,  Kil- 
kenny C(»nDty 
''Pooeonby,  bon.  ooL  W.,  Lon- 
donderry 
Vorcber,  J.  Dnpv^,  Old  Serom 
Porter,  gen.  George,  Stockbridge 
.POrtma%  Bdw.  Berkeley,  Dor- 
setshire 
Powell,  John  K.,  Shropiihire 
■Power,  Rieb.,  Water^ird  county 
Poyutz,  W.  Stephen,  Callingtoa 
.Frtndergast,  Mio.  G.,  dakasli 
*Preston,  Richard,  Ashbwiton 
Price,  Rkcbard,  Nt* w  Radnor 
^Pringle,  asajo*  genenl  W.  H., 

St  Germains 
Prkfie,  boo.  F.  Aldborongb,  Tip- 

peiwry 
'*Praibefoe,  Edwaird,  Bristol 
Pytn,  Frtintis,  Bedfordshire 
<iuin,  bon.  Wiadham,  Limerick 

county 
*fUine,  Joiiatba«,lfewp«rt,  Corn* 

wall 
RamsbcMom,  Jn.  jnn.,  Windsor 
*Ramsden,  J.  C,  Malton 
*Rancliflb,  k)rd,  Noaingbam 
ntod^ki|k»  Wm.,  Fewty 


Richardsooi    Willialp,    Arotagh 

county 
*Riddell,  sir  J.  B.,  Selkirk,  H^ 
*Ridiey,    Matt.    White,    New^ 

casthi-upon-Tyne 
Roharts,  Abr.,  Worcester 
Robinson,   gen.   John*    Bishop's 

castle 
Robinson,  bon.  Frederick  John, 

Rippon 
^Robinson,  Geoi^ge  AbereroBble, 

Honiton 
*Robson,  Rich.  Bateman,  Shaftes- 

bory 
Rochfort,  Gustayus,  Westraeath 
*Rogers,  sir  John  Leman,  Cal- 
lingtoa 
Rose,  right  boo.  George,  Christ- 

cborch 
Rose,  Gea  Henry,  Southampton 
*Rose,  col.  Hogh,  Cromartyshire 
^Rowley,  sir  Wm.',  Suffolk 
*Round,  John,  jtin.,  Ipswich 
*Russell,  lord  George  William, 

Bedford 
Russell,  lord  William,  Tavittock 
Russell,  Matthew,  Saltash 
Ryder,  tight  bon.  Richard,  Ti- 

fvrton 
SaTilk,  Albany,  LL.  D.,  Odt- 

hampton 
*Saxton,   sir  Omrlee,  Malm^- 

bury,  also  for  Cashd 
*Scott,  Samuel,  CamcMbrd 
Soott,  right  bon.  sir  W.  knight, 

Oxford  Uoirersity 
Scndamore,  Riobavd  Phil.,  Ilere- 

ford 
Sebright,  sir  John  o»  Hertford- 
shire 
Seymour,  lord  Robert,  Carmar- 
thenshire 
^Shakespeare,    Arthur,    Portar- 

lington 
Shaw,  Robert,  Dublin  city, 
Shaw,  sir  Jamies,  London 
*Shfiw,  Benjamin,  Westbury 
Sheldon,  Ralph,  Wiltow 
Shelley,  Timothy,  New  Shoreham 
i^ifibcr,  George,  Lewes 
Shipley,  William,  St.  Mawea 
Simeon,  John,  Readinr 
Simpson,  bon.  John,  Wenloek 
Bimson,  George,  Maidi«Dne 
Singleton,  Mark,  Rye 
Smith,  Joshua,  Deviiee    < 
Smith,  Samuel,  Leicester 
Smith,  George,  Wondover 
Smith,  Abel,  Wendover 
Smith,  John,  Notlingha|i» 
Smith,  Tha  Assheton,  AndofAr 
Smith,  WilKam,  HorHfoh 
*Smith,  Christopher,  St;  Atbsmt 
*Smith,  Robert,  Granthiim 
Smith,  George,  Midhurst 
Smvtb,  John  Henry,  Cambrhlge 

Uuiversity 
Saeyd,  Nathaniel,  Ca?aa 
Someiset,    lord    Aribor,    Mbn- 

monthshtre 
Somerset,  losd  Cbv.  Monmouth 
Sumersel,  right  htD.  IL   &  H. 

flloilocitanbir^ 


hire    2^' 


Somerrin*,  sir  M.  buH.,  1 
Speirs,  Arch.,  Renfrew&bire 
Spencer,  lard  Fran.  A.,  Oxifl-     • 

shire  ^'  »     ^ 

Staoiforth,  John,  KingstoA-vpon* 

Hull 
Stanley,  lord,  Laweashira 
*St.\i^aph,  viscount,  Weublf 
*$(.  Pavl,  col  H.  H.,  Berwick 
*St  Paul,  U.  D.  C,  Bridport 
Stephen,  James,  East  Grinsiead 
Stewart,  sir  James,  baft.,  Don*- 

gal-oouaty 
Stewart,  bon.  gen.  C  W.,  Lod« 

dooderry  couaty 
^Stewart,  bon.  gen.  W.,  Wig- 
townshire 
Stewart,  bon.  maj.  general,  J.  K., 

Stranraer,  &c. 
Stewart,    right  bon.  sir  Jaw*, 

Tyrone 
Stirling,  sir  Walter,    hart*,  St. 

Ives 
Btopford,  bon.  Ed.,  Marlborough 
Strahan,  Andrew,  Aldeburgh 
Strutt,   colonel  Joseph  Holder, 

Maiden 
Stuart,  lord  William,  Cardiff 
SnlliTan,  right  bon.  John,  Asi* 

burton 
*8olliTaR,  sir   Henry,  Liuoola, 

also  for  Rye 
Sumner,  George  Holme,  Surry 
Sutton,  right  boa*  C.   M.,  Sm* 

borough 
^Sutton,  sir  TiMMnas  Sorry 
Bwann,  Henry,  Penryn 
Sykes,  sir  M.  M.  bart.  York 
Symoods,   The.;  Powell,    Here* 

ford 
Talbot,    Rich.   Wogan,    Doblia 

coonty 
♦Talbot,   sir   Charles,    Bleteh- 

ingloy 
Tavistock,  marquis,  Bedfordshira 
Tayjor,  Charies  William,  Wella 
Taylor,  M.  Angelu,  Poole 
*Teed,  John,  Grampoand 
Tempest,    sir  H.    Vane,  bart^ 
I     Durham 

Temple,  earl,  Buckinghamshire 
Thompson,  sir  T.  B.  bart.,  Ro* 

Chester 
Thompson,  Thos.,  Midhurst 
Thoniton,  Robert.  Colchester 
Thornton,  Henry,  8outh«ark 
♦Thornton,  lieutenant  gen.  W.^ 

Wowletock 
Tbynne,  lord  Johw,  Bath 
Tighe,  William,  Wiekfow 
*Tomlins,  W.  Edward,  Chrlrt- 

church 
Townshend,  lord  John,  Kaarea* 

boroogh 
TawufthM^,  bon.  W.  A;,  Wbif« 

church 
*To^nsbend,    lord    C.  Y.    F., 

Tsmworth 
♦Trail,  Henry,  Weymantk,  hk^ 
Tremayne,  John  H^^arle,  Gortt* 

waM 
Tudway,  Clemmi,  Wells 
Yanaorbeydmi,  DafiO,  B«ie  Baoil 
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♦Vane,   boa.   W.  J*  F.,  Win- 

^beltea 
Vansittarty  right  boo.  N.,  Har- 

wicb 
Vaogban,  bon.  John,  Cardigan 
Vaoghan,  eir  R.  W.  bart..  Me- 

riooethtbire 
Vereker,  right  bon*  cot.,  Limerick 
Vemoa,  Qeorge,  G.  V.,  Litch* 

field 
Vyie,  Rich.  W.  H.  H..  Honiton 
Wallace,   right  hen.  T.,  Wey- 

montb,  &c.  \ 

Walpole,  lord  l^ratio.    King's 

Lynn 
Walpole,  bon.  general  George, 

Dunjearvon 
Ward,  Robert,  Hasfemere 
Ward,  bon.  J.  W.,  IvelcheKter 
^Warre,    John    Ai>hley,    Loet- 

witbiel 
Warrender,  m^  G.,  Truro 
^W^sUt,  ik  G.  hart.,  Sosmx 


Wedderburne,  «ir  David,  bart» 

St  Andrews,  &c. 
Welby,  Wm.  Earle,  Grantham 
•Wellesley,  W.  Loog,  St  If es 
Wellesley,  Richard,  Yarmooth, 

Hants 
Wemyss,  gen,  Wm.,  FIfesbire 
Western,  Charies  Callis,  Essex 
Wharton,  John,  Beverley 
Wharton,  Richard,  Durham  city 
Wliitbread,  Samuel,  BedfoKl 
•White,  Matthew,  Hythe 
Whitmore,  Thomas,  BridgeiK>rtb 
Wigiam,  Robert,  Fuwey 
*Wilberforce,  William,  Bramber 
Wilder,    general   Francis  John, 

AroDdel 
Wilkins,  Walter,  Radnorshire 
Williams,  Ow«nt  Great  Marlow 
•Williams,   Robert,  jun.,    Dor- 
chester 
Williams,  sir  Robert,  hart..  Gar- 
Banronshira 


Willooghby,    Henry,     Newait- 

upon-Trent 
^Wilson,  colonel  Tho.,  Stafford 
Winnington,   sir  Tho.  Bdward^ 

Droitwicli 
•Wise,  Ayshford,  Totnesi 
Wood,  sir  Mark,  Gattun 
Wood,  col.  Thomas,  Bireoonsbir^ 
Wortley,  J.  A.. Stuart,  Bosslney 
•Wright,  John  Atkyns,  Oxford 
•  Wrottesley,  Henry,  "Brackley 
Wyatt,  Charles,  Sudbury 
Wyndbam,   Thomas,    Glamor- 
ganshire 
Wynn,  sir  W.  Williams,  hart 

Denbighshire 
Wynn,    Charles  Watkin  Wm., 

Montgomeryshire 
Yarmouth,  earl  of,  Antrim 
Yorke,  right  bon.  Cb.  P.,  Lie-, 

heard 
Yorke,  adm.  sir  J.  S.,  Sandwich 
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LIST  OF  THE 

PRINCE   REGENT'S   MINISTERS. 

At  U  siood  at  the  Opening  of  the  New  Parliament,  Nov.  24, 1812. 


CABINET  MINISTERS. 

Earlof  Htnowby  «    .......  LonI  President  of  the  Couocit. 

liord  EldoD  --.-------  Lord  High  CbanceUor. 

£trl  of  Westmoreland Lord  Priry  Seal. 

j^arl  of  Liverpool    -.-.----  First  Lord  of  the  Trcasary  (Prime  Minigter) 

Right  Hod.  McboUs  V««ittart  ...    -     5  Chancellor  and  Under-Tn«.unsr  of  the  Ex- 
^  J^     chequer. 

Lord  ViscoaDt  Melfiile FirstLordof  the  Admiralty. 

Earl  MaljfraTe  --• Mast^-General  of  the  Ordnance. 

Lord  Viacooot  Sidmoutb Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

Lord  Viscount  Casdereagh Secretoryof  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

EarlBathurst   ---. (Secretory  of  State  for  the  Department  of  War 

1     and  the  Colonies.  ^ 

Earl  of  Buckinghamshire    ' (  President  of  the  Board  of  Controul  forlheAf- 

1     fairs  of  India. 
Right  Hod.  Charles  Bathorst     -    .    -    .        Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

NOT  OP  THE  CABINET. 

Right  Hon.  George  Roae-    ,    .    -    -    .        Treasurer  of  the  Na?y. 

EarlofClancarty •        Presidentof  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Right  Hon.  F.  J.  RohinsoD Vice-Presidentof  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Long 7,.«  ^         ,..« 

Lord  Charles  Somerset     - j  Jomt  Pfcymaster-General  of  the  Forces. 

Earl  of  Chichester-    ,.....,") 

Earl  of  Sandwich j  Jomt  Postmaster-General. 

Viscount  Palmerston    -.-.-•-        Secretary  at  War. 

S!^!^'-?^*:^*'"^^'''"'^'^    .    .    .    «     ]  Secretaries  of  the  Trea^iry, 
Richard  Wharton,  esq. J  ^ 

Sir  William  Grant Master  of  the  Rolls. 

Sir  Tliomas  Plumer    -...-.'.        Attorney  General. 

Sir  William  Garrow    •--••••        Solicitor  General. 

PfiSSONS   IN   THE   MlNISTKY   OP  IRELAND. 

Dnke  of  Richmond     .....••  Lord  lieutenant. 

Lord  Manners  -••<»--•..  Lord  High  Chancellor. 

Right  Hoti.  Robert  Peel   .    .    p    .    .    .  Chief  Secretary. 

Right  Hon.  W.  Filsgerald Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
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Parliamentary  D  ebates 

During  the  First  Session  of  the  Fifth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Gffeat  Britain  and  Ireland,  appointed 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  Twenty-fourth  Day  oif 
November,  in  the  Fifty-third  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

T&eiddy,  November  ^i,  1812. 

MeETINO  op  the  New  Parliament.] 
"mis  beine  the  day  appointed  for  the 
ibeeting  of  the  New  Farliametit,  the  Lord 
Chancel  lot-  came  to  the  House  about  a 
quarter  past  two  o'clock,  and  baying  taken 
his  seat  upon  the  woolsack,  he  immedi- 
ately rose  and  said,  *'  My  lords,  I  have  to 
acquaint  you,  that  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  not  being  able  to  attend 
in  person  this  day,  has  been  pleased  to 
issue,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his 
Majesty,  a  Commission  under  the  Great 
Seal,  empowjsring  certain  Commissioners, 
named  therein,  to  open  this  present  Par- 
Hament/'  The  Lords  Commissioners  then 
present,  namely,  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  York,  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  Cumberland,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
earl  of  Ijverpool,  and  the  earl  of  West- 
moreland,  bemg  robed  and  having  taken 
their  seats,  the  Oentletnan  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod  (sir  Thomas  Tyrwhitt)  was 
commanded  to  order  the  attendance  of 
thd' Commons,  a  number  of  whom  forth- 
witb  appeared,  preceded  by  the  clerks  of 
the  House.  The  Commission  was  then 
read,  and  the  Lord  Cbantellor  spoke  as 
fbllows:  "My  lords,  and  gentlemen  of 
the  House  of  Commons ;  We  have  it  in 
cotnmand  from  his  royal  highness  the 
PHnce  Regent,  to  let  you  know,  that  he 
wiH,  as  soon  as  the  members  of  both. 
Houses  shall  be  sworn,  declare  to  yon  the 
causes  of  bis  calling  this  Parliament ;  and 
it  being  necessary  that  a  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  should  be  first  chosen^ 
( VOL.  XXIV. ) 


it  is  his  royal  hishness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent's  pleasure,  that  you,  gentlemen  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  repair  to  the 
place  iHiere  yoa  are  to  sit,  and  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  some  proper  person  to  h% 
your  Speaker,  iMd  that  you  present  such 
person  here  to*> morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
for  the  Prince  Regent's  royal  approba*  ^ 
tion." — The  Comm6ns  immediately  with* 
drew,  and  the  lords  commissioners  reth^ 
to  unrobe.  On  their  return  the  House  re^^ 
sdmed,  and  prayers  were  read.  The 
Lord  Chimcellor  th«n  took  the  oaths  singly 
at  the  table;  afler  which  the  other  peers 
present,  took  the  oaths  and  their  seats  in 
the  usual  manner.  The  earl  of  Mulgrare 
was  introduced  by  the  Garter  King  at 
Arms,  between  the  earls  of  Westmoreland 
and  Harrow  by,  and  his  patent  of  creation 
read ;  he  also  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  Naoember  24. 

Choice  of  a  Spkakbk.]  At  three 
o'clock,  when  nearly  200  menftbefs,  pre- 
viously sworn  in  by  lord  Cholmondeley^ 
(lord  steward  of  the  Prince  Regent's 
household)  in  the  long  gallery,  were  pre- 
sent, in  their  own  House,  they  w^re  sum- 
moned,  by  the  Black  Rod,  to  attend  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Peers,  to  hear  the 
Commission  rfead  for  assembling  the  pre- 
sent Parliament.  The  great  majority  ac- 
cordingly accoftif^anied  the  senior  clerk, 
Mr.  Ley,  to  the.  upper  House,  and  on 
their  return^  afteria  short  pause. 

The  right  hon.  Sir  John  Nichoh  rose,  and 
addressing  himself  to  the  Deputy  to  the 
Clierkyof  the  House  (who  standing  up, 

(B) 
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pointed  to  him,  and  then  lai  down)  spS&ke 
to  the  efifect  following : 

Mr.  Ley ; — The  Message  from  the  sove- 
reign>  which  has  jost  been  delivered, 
having  recommebded  the  choice  of  a 
S^ieaker  to  the  immediMe  attention  of  ibe 
House,  it  seems  proper  that  we  sboald 
proceed  without  delay  to  that  highly  in- 
teresting function ;  a  function  which  is 
justly  considered  as  the  ancient  and  un- 
doubted privilege  of  the  House,  and  the 
proper  exercise  of  which,  is  of  the  ot- 
roost  importance  to  the  charaeter  and 
honour  of  the  House  itself,  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  conse- 
quently to  the  welfare,  prosperity,  and 
happiness  of  this  great  and  eztensiTe  em- 
pire. 

A  brief  consideration  of  the  principal 
duties  of  the  office,  and  of  the  qualities 
necessary  to  their  discharge,  will  in  some 
roeasurie  assist  in  guiding  us  to  a  proper 
choice. 

The  duties  are  many  and  arduous ;  the 
principal  of  them  appear  to  be— ta  ar- 
range and  conduct  the  Tarious  proceed- 
ings of  the  House,  in  its  legislative  and 
inquisitorial  capacities — to  preside  over 
its  deliberations,  and  enforce  the  due  ob- 
servance of  its  order  and  decoranv-^to, 
communicate  its  approbation,  to  denounce 
its  censures,  to  guard  its  privileges,  to 
assert  its  rights,  and  to  mamtain  its  dig- 
nity. Added  to  these,  the  private  bu- 
siness of  the  House  (as  il  is  called)  forms 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  labours 
of  the  Speaker,  in  the  present  increased 
and  improving  state  of  the  wealth,  and 
populatTon  of  the  country. 

The  proper  discharge  of  these  manifold 
duties,  requires  talents  and  attainments  of 
no  ordinary  dimensions,  and  which  are 
but  rarelv  found  united  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual,* for  there  is  hardly  an  eminent 
quality  that  can  elevate  or  adorn  the 
human  character,  which  may  not,  in  the 
execution  of  this  high  office,  be  occasion- 
ally calied  forth  into  exercise. 

To  an  understanding  enlightened  and 
highly  cultivate^,  to  learning  extensive 
and  various,  to  an  ardent,  yet  well  regu- 
lated attachment  to  the  consUtution,  must 
be  added,  a  profound  and  minute  acquain- 
tance with  the  history  and  laws  of  the 
country,  and  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  forms  and  regulations  of  parliament, 
a^  recorded  in  its  voli^miaoas  proceedings, 
and  as  existing  in  the  unwritten  usages 
and  practice  of  the  H^use.  - 
Nor  should  we  overlook  even  the  aubor- 
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dinate  qualities,  of  punctuality  of  attend- 
ance, and  of  expedition  coupled  with  cor- 
rectness in  the  dispatch  of  public  business. 

Among  the  requisites  for  presiding  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  House,  and  pre- 
serving its  order  and  decorum,*  nia^r  be 
noticed  a  soundness  of  judgment  united 
te  a  promptness  of  decision,  a  firmness 
that  shall  repress  contention,  with  a  sua- 
vity which  shall  soften  asperity  and  disarm 
irritation,  a  temper  not  to  be  ruffled  by 
rudeness  or  pertinacity,  a  patient  vigi- 
lance thad  can  bear  the  fatigue  of  pro- 
tracted debate,  but  above  all,  a  strict  im- 
partiality that  shall  secufe  the  uniyersal 
confidence  oY  the  House. 

The  Thanks  and  Honours  of  the  House 
would  lose  a  part  of  their  high  Talue,  if 
communicatea  by  its  organ  and  represen- 
tative without  dignity  of  manner  and  ex- 
pression ;  its  reprimands  and  censures 
would  be  deprived,  in  some  degree,  of 
their  corrective  force  and  effect,  if  de* 
nounced  without  that  tone  and  demeanour 
of  authority,  which  commands  respect. 

In  watching  over  the  Privileges  of  the 
House,  and  |;uarding  them  ag^ainst  en- 
croachment, m  asserting  its  rights  and 
maintaining  its  dignity,  we  most  look  for 
independence  above  controul,  and  inte- 
grity beyond  the  reach  of  influence. 

With  respect  to  the  Private  Business,  it 
may  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  it  re- 
quires facility  of  access,  urbanity  and 
courteousness  in  intercourse,  frankness  in 
communication,  an  indefatigable  industry 
in  investigating  conflicting  claims,  an  at- 
tention that  can  fix  itself  upon  minute 
details,  and  an  anxious  watchfulness  to 
guard  the  interests  of  the  utiprotected  and 
absent. 

Nor  are  the  liberal  hospitalities  and  a 
splendour  of  life,  corresponding  with  the 
munificence  t>f  parliament,  and  suitable 
to  th^  high  station  of  the  first  and  moat 
distinguished  commoner  of  the  realm, 
vvholly  without  their  grace  or  value. 

These  appear  to  be  the  most  promineni 
qualities  to  be  soosht  in  the  person,. whom 
tne  House  shall  select  for  its  choice. 

If  in  presuming  to  propose  a  person  for 
that  choice,  it  had  been  necessary  to  b% 
guided  by  my  owii  uninstructed  discern- 
ment and  opinion,  I  should  have  known 
myself  sufficiently  to  have  shrunk  from 
the  task,  and  to  have  left  its  execution  to 
some  other  member,  whose  superior 
weight  and  consideration  might  better  en- 
title his  recommendation  to  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House. 
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Thai  this  great  natioii  sending  to  par- 
Hametit  the  repretentatiTea  of  the  Com- 
mons of  the  United  Kingdom!  chosen,  by 
the  happj  practice  of  the  constitution, 
from  the  most  eminent  and  enlightened  of 
every  class  of  society,  should  furnish  se- 
▼erd  persons  competent^  qualified  for  the 
discharge  of  this  high  office,  many  and  ar- 
duous as  its  duties  appear  to  be,  it  would 
be  improper  and  unjust  to  question ;  but 
I  cannot  avoid  congratulating  myself,  and 
I  Tentore  to  congratulate  the  House,  that 
upon  the  present  occasion  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  select  upon  the  mere  hope  and 
future  promise  of  competent  qoalincation, 
but  that  the  House  may  fix  its  choice 
upon  the  secure  basis  of  tried  excellence 
aod  unerring  experience.  Those  mem- 
bers, who  are  now  present  for  the  first 
time,  may  have  supposed,  while  I  have 
been  eadearouriiig  to  describe  the  rare 
qualities  which  should  unite  in  the  person 
to  be  designated  for  the  Chair  of  the 
House,  that  I  have  been  tracing  the  out* 
lines  of  a  picture,  which  could  exist  only 
HI  imagination ;  but  those,  who  have  sat 
in  former  parliaments,  will  hare  recog. 
niiied  a  portrait,  however  fihtntly  and  im- 
perfectly drawn,  of  that  highly  gifted 
person,  who  in  the  four  last  parliaments^ 
filled  the  Chair  of  this  House,  in  a  manner 
that  procured  to  him  the  unequivocal  test 
of  universal  admiration^  esteem  and  con- 
fidence. It  is  unnecessary  to  propose  the 
name  of  Mr.  ABBOT ;  and  it  is  no  less 
superfluous  to  refer  back  to  those  qualities, 
which  in  earlier  life  marked  him  out  as 
an  upright  and  enlightened  member  of 
parliamentt  firmly  attached  to  our  inva- 
luable constitution,  and  zealously  engaged 
in  promoting  the  interesu  and  welfare  of 
the  country,  and  which  originally  recom- 
mended bun  to  the  choice  of  the  House. 

It  is  not  without  being  unfeigbedly 
censciens  of  considerable  presumption, 
that  an  individual  with  so  little  preten- 
sion has  now  ventured  to  address  the 
Hoose  npon  this  its  first  meeting,  and  upon 
ao  interesting  and  important  a  subject. 
An  apology  is  unquestionably  due;  but 
I  must  tbfow  myself  upon  the  candour 
and  indolf^nce  of  the  House,  frankly  ac- 
knowledging that  I  could  not  resist  the 
gratification  which  would  be  afibrded  me, 
by  an  opportunity  of  publicly  testifying 
and  expressing  (though  in  terms  very 
iMMleqnate  to  my  own  feelings,  and  very 
insufficient  to  satisfy  those  of  the  House) 
the  strong  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard, 
of  veneration  and  respect,  to  which  the 
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eminent  person  already  mentioned  is  so 
justly  enutled.  I  could  not  withstand  the 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  proposing,  and 
I  anticipate  with  perfect  confidence  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  Hou^e  in 
ther  motion  which  I  now  make,  <'  That 
the  right  hon.  Chahles  Abbot  do  take 
the  Chair  of  this  House  as  Speaker.*' 

Then  WiUiam  Ralph  Cammght,  esq. 
addressing  himself  likewise  to  the  Deputy 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  (who  standing 
up,  pointed  to  him,  and  then  sat  down) 
spake  to  the  efiect  following : 

Mr.  Ley ;  in  rising  to  second  the  mo- 
tion of  my  right  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
the  only  difficulty  which  I  experience^ 
arises  from  my  inability  to  do  justice  to 
the  task.  I  derive,  however,  some  satis* 
faction  in  reflecting  that  the  claims  which 
it  is  my  part  to  support^  are  such  as  have 
been  long  recognised  by  the  House  in  the 
tried  talent  and  known  integrity  which 
have  been  so  oflen  and  conspicuously  dis- 
placed by  Mr.  Abbot.  It  is  my  sincere 
belief,  that  no  man  who  has  witnessed  the 
conduct  of  that  gentleman  during  the 
period  in  which  he  has  filled  the  impor- 
tant, the  elevated,  and  arduous  office  of 
Speaker  of  this  House,  can  entertain  a  dif* 
ferent  opinion,  or  refuse  to  join  in  the 
unanimous  declaration  of  his  peculiar 
qualifications  for  discharging  its  duties 
with  honour  to  himself,  and  advantage  to 
the  interests  of  the  public.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive that  there  will  be  more  than  one 
opinion  on  this  subject.  (A  general  cry  of 
hear!)  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  repeat  the 
enumeration  of  all  those  high  and  requi- 
site qualifications  truly  and  ably  described 
by  the  right  hon.  mover.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  name  an  individual,  in  whom 
a  more  complete  union  of  them  all  is  to 
be  discovered  than  in  the  individual  whom 
he  has  proposed.  All  parties  concur,  or 
rather,  all  party  is  discarded  upon  this 
subject.  Bur  we  ought  not  to  forget  that 
long  before  Mr.  Ablx>t  was  raised  to  that 
situation  in  which  he  has  been  so  distin- 

guisbed,  bis  ability,  research  and  industry, 
ad  been  usefully  exercised^  bad-attracted 
the  attention  and  secured  the  confidence 
of  the  House.  I  confess  that  I  feel  no 
small  share  of  gratification  in  the  distinc- 
tion of  seconding  a  motion  that  promises 
to  be  so  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the 
House,  and  with  respect  to  which,  I  can 
confidently  anticipatC/an  entire  unanimity 
of  sentiment. 
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Tbe  H<mt  loudly  calling  Mr.  Abbot 
to  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Al^at  istgod  up  in  his  place  aod 
said: 

**  Mr.  Ley ;  in  rising  to  address  the 
House  upon  the  present  occasion,  it  is  im-  ^ 
possible  that  {  should  not  be  desirous  of 
returning  my  cordial  thanks  to  my  right 
hon.  and  honaurable  friends  for  the  tenps, 
prompted  by  their  personal  kindness  to- 
wards me,  in  which  they  have  proposed 
my  name  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House ;  and  I  have  also  to  acknowledge 
with  gratitude  the  favourable  manner  in 
which  the  House  has  been  pleased  to  re* 
ceive  that  proposition; 

'*  But  I  can  assujre  the  House  with  per- 
fect sincerity,  that  if  I  should  be  called 
again  to  that  high  station,  I  should  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  its  rarioos  and  ar- 
duous duties,  confiding  in  uotbing  but  the 
hope  and  expectation  of  the  same  conti- 
nued indulgence  and  support,  wbich  I 
bare  heretofore  experienced  in  the  same 
situation. 

"  Long  attention  to  the  forms  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  habits  of  official  life,  may 
be  useful,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  regula- 
ting the  (arge  and  growing  mass  of  onr 
public  and  private  business,  and  also  in 
discharging  those  other  less  ostensible,  but 
not  less  laborious  duties,  incident  to  the 
various  public  trusts  and  commissions 
which  of  late  years  have  been  added  to 
(he  occupations  of  the  Chair.  But  these 
are  not  the  main  difficulties  of  the  office 
which  the  House  is  now  called  upon  to 
supply;  for  such  are  the  many  new,-« 
imlooked  for, — and  ever-varying  occur- 
rences which  frequently  and  suddenly 
arise  in  the  course  of  ourproce^ings  here, 
that  unless  the  House  be  prepared  (for  the 
maintenance  of  its  own  authority  and  dig- 
nity) to  give  a  prompt  and  efi^tual  sup- 
port tb  vHiichever  of  its  members  may  be 
placed  in  that  Chair,-«a11  other  conside- 
rations are  superfluous,  and  his  best  en* 
deavours  will  be  unavailing. 

<'  With  this  declaration  of  my  own  sen- 
timents, respecting  what  the  House  has 
a  right  to  require,  and  also  what  it  ought 
to  be  prepared  to  bestow,  in  the  choice 
which  it  is  about  to  make,  I  most  humbly 
•uboDtt  myself  to  its  disposal,  praying  only 
that  this  first  act  of  its  proceeding  may 
never  become  detrimental  either  to  its  in^ 
tercets  err  to  its  honour.'^ 

Mr.    Abbot   being  then    led  to  the 
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Chair  by  the  Mover  and  Seeonder,>-*^said  : 
''  With  a  deep  sense  of  the  dsties 
which  belong  to  this  Chair,  and  a  firm 
reliance,  that  so  long  as  these  duties  shall 
be  faithfiilly  discharged,  I  nay  presume 
to  expect  the  support  of  the  House,— I 
beg  leave  to  return  my  humble  acknow^ 
ledgments  for  this  distinguished  and  r«« 
peated  proof  of  its  favor  and  confidence, 
and  to  assure  the  House  of  my  eaUre  de« 
votion  to  its  service." 

And  thereupon  he  sat  down  in  the 
Chair ;  and  then  the  mace,  which  befbm 
lay  under  ihe  table,  waa  lakl  upon  the 
table. 

Lord  Coiilereagk  then  spoke  to  the  foU 
lowing  effect :  ''  I  apprehend  that  till  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent's  inten- 
tions  in  calling  this  parKanent  together 
be  made  known,  it  will  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  to  ad^urn  from  day  to  day, 
without  entering  upon  any  bosinees.  I 
therefore  rise  to  offer  a  motion  to  that  ef« 
feet.  But  previous  te  coming  to  this  eon-' 
elusion,  I  tmst,  I  may  be  permitted  lo 
enjay  the  satisfaction  of  oongratalattng 
the  House  on  seeing  that  seat  again  occu* 
pied  by  the  right  Imn.  gentleman,  whose 
conduct  in  it  before  bad  secured  to  him 
universal  respect  and  admiration.  We 
must,  as  memt>er«  of  this  House,  fbel  #t  to 
be  a  matter  of  great  congratulation  to  eaek 
other,  to  have  an  individual  returned  to 
parliament  whom  we  can  elect  te  that 
situation,  in  which  he  has  already  so  pre* 
eminently  dtsttnguished  himself,  le  hit 
own  honour,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the 
House  and  of  the  country.  It  Is  a  mettev 
of  congratulation  that  the  first  step  we 
have  taken  is  likely  to  redound  to  the 
public  advantage,  and  to  the  general  good> 
as  well  as  to  the  particular  interest  ofthie 
assembly.  Marked  as  this  eleotion  baa 
been  by  an  universal  expression  of  senti- 
ment that  cannot  be  doubted,  yoe,  S(r, 
must  feel  that  you  possess,  in  the  oti* 
bounded  confidence  of  this  House,  the 
means  and  authority  necessary  te  enable 
you  to  discharge  with  dignity  and  eflfeet 
the  importatit  duties  deposited  in  yoo^ 
hands.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  longer  by  dilating 
on  the  topics  so  ably  and  rally  opened  by 
the  right  •hon.  mover,  but  cenelode  hy 
proposing  thatthis  House  de  now  adjoorn. 

The  House  accordingly  adgoomed  tilt 
to 'morrow. 
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Wtdncsdt^,  Nouembtr  25. 

The  .House  of  Co«iDons  having  been 
snmmoDed  by  the  Black  &od,  the  Weaker 
elect,  Mr.  Mkoi,  addressed  the  Lords  Cqid- 
mistiea^ra: 

^My  brds;  His  Majesty's  faithful 
Coreaiftng  (in  obedience  to  the  comnaads 
ef  hia  royal  highaesa  the  Prince  Regent;, 
acting  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  his  Ma* 
jesty)  have  proceeded  to  exercise  their 
aatieai  and  unqoeationaUe  ri^^  of  elect- 
ing a  Speaker  ;  and  it  is  now  my  duly  t# 
acquaint  yoar  lordships  thai  thetf  Choioa 
has  fall<»  opan  me. 

'<  Whatever  coosideraiians  nuiy  iiava 
weighed  with  the  Hense  of  Comamns  in 
foraung  this  detarmination^  they  well 
know,  that  their  choice  must  neverth^eas 
await  the  royal  pleasore  :-^iUid  I  now, 
with  all  humbleness,  do  on  their  behalf 
present  myself  in  this  place,  in  order  that 
his  Msfesty's  faithftil  Commons  nay  learn, 
whether  k  be  his  Majesty's  royal  will 
that  they  shall  proceed  to  a  reconsidera- 
tioa  of  the  Choice  which  they  have  thus 
DMde.'^ 

The  IfOrd  Chancellor  then  said : 

^'  Mr.  Abbot;  we  hav«  it  in  command 
firam  bis  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re«^ 
^t,  acting  on  behalf  of  hia  Majesty,  to 
inform  3roQ,  that  alter  the  eminent  proofs 
which  you  have  givan  of  your  ability  and 
integrity  in  the  execution  of  this  inpor* 
iant  omce  of  Speaker  of  the  Hoose  of 
Coaunons,  to  which  yoa  have  been  so  re- 
peatedly called,  his  Hoyal  Highness  in  the 
name  of  his  Majesty  dotit  folly  approve 
the  Choice  which  the  Commons  have 
Blade,  and  that  his  Royal  Highness  there* 
fore,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
Majesty,  doth  approve  and  confirm  you  to 
be  tbeir  Speaker/' 

The  Speaker  then  said : 

**  My  lords  ;  since  his  Royal  Highness 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  approve 
tha  Choice  made  by  his  Majesty's  faithful 
Commons,  I  most  humbly  submit  myself 
ta  bis  royal  will  and  pleasure : 

^  And  I  do  now  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  Commons  of  the  UaitedKingdam  ia 
Parliament  assembled,  lay  claim  (by  hum- 
ble petition]  to  all  their  antient  and  an- 
daubtad  rights  and  privileges;  more  espe- 
cially, Freedom  ot  Speech  in  debate; 
freedom  from  arrest  and  moioslatioo  for 
lheBMelvas»  their  servaals,  and  estates)  free 
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access  to  the  royal  presenct  as  occasion 
may  require;  and  the  most  favourable 
construction  of  all  their  proceedings. 

*'  For  myself,  I  have  also  to  crave  hit 
Majesty's  gracious  indulgence,  and  that 
no  imperfections  of  mine  ia  the  discharga 
of  ray  duties,  may  be  laid  to  the  account) 
of  his  Mafesty's  faithful  Commons." 

The  Lord  Chaacdlor  replied : 

*'  Mr.  Speaker ;  his  royal  higfan^in  the 
Prince  Regent  hath  commanded  as  to  as^ 
sure  yon,  that  acting  in  the  name,  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  Majeaty,  he  dath  most 
willingly  grant  to  the  House  of  Cammaaa 
all  the  privileges  which  have  aver  baeq 
granted  or  allowed  ta  the  House  of  Coaa* 
moos  by  his  Mqesty  or  any  of  his  toyal 
predecessors. 

**  With  respect  to  what  regards  yaaosetf, 
Mr*  Speaker,  wa  are  reooired  to  aasuM  yon 
that  the  most  favourable  construction  will 
always  be  put  upon  your  words  and  ac« 
ttons,  if  it  can  be  necessary  that  sacb  aa 
assurance  should  be  given  to  a  person,  so 
eminently  distinguished  for  his  knowledge 
of  the  rules  and  usages  af  parliament." 

The  Commons  then  withdrew,  and  the 
Lords  Commissionem  retired  to  unrobe. 
After  which  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  swear 
in  the  Peers. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Wednuday,  Nopember  25. 

The  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  summoned  the  House  to  the 
Peers,  in  order  that  they  might  inform 
the  Lords  Commissioners*  on  whom  the 
choice  of  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Cooi« 
mens  had  fallen.  Mr.  Abbot,  followed 
by  all  the  members  present,  accordingly 
proceeded  to  the  House  of  Peers. 

The  ;S^ailer  havinff  been  confirmed  in 
his  office  by  the  Lords  Commissioners,  ad« 
dressed  the  House  at  his  return  IVom  tbe 
House  of  Lords : 

«<  I  have  to  acquaint  the  Hoose,  that 
this  House  has  been  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
where  the  Lords  authorised  by  his  Majes- 
ty's Commission  have  declared.  That  hie 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  acting 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  the 
Choice  which  this  House  has  made  inelect- 
ing  me  lo  be  tbeir  Speaker. 

•*  And  I  have  thereupon  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  tbe  Commone  of  the  Uni« 
ted  Kingdom  in  parliameii^  assembled, 
laid  claim  lo  all  tbeir  antieat  and  undoubi* 
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ed  riffhts  and  prifileges  :  Freedom  of 
Speech  in  debate^  Freedom  from  arrest 
and  molestation  for  themselves^  their  ser*- 
Tants,  and  estates ;  free  access  to  the  royal 
presence  as  occasion  may  require,  and  the 
most  favourable  construction  of  all  their 
proceedings  ;-f-all  which  have  been  grant- 
ed and  allowed  in  as  ample  a  manner  as 
ever  they  were  granted  and  allowed  by 
any  of  his  Majesty's  royal  predecessors. 

*'  For  the  high  honour  conferred  upon 
me  by  this  House,  and  con6rmed  by  his 
Majastyfs  royal  approbation,  I  have  again 
to  tender  my  best  acknowledgments,  and 
to  repeat  the  assurances  of  my  fixed  pur- 
pose to  serve  this  House  with  diligence, 
ndelity  and  impartiality. 

"  At  present,  I  most  call  to  their  re* 
membrance  that  the  first  proceeding  is  for 
each  member  to  toke  the  Oaths  of  Alle- 
giance and  Supremacy  at  the  table,  to 
make  and  subscribe  the  Declaration ;  and 
also  to  take  and  subacribe  the  Oaths  of 
Abjuration  and  Qualification,  as  by  law 
required." 

A  general  cry  of  bear !  hear !  followed 
this  speech,  and  the  Speaker  proceeded,  as 
the  first  Commoner,  to  take  the  oaths.  He 
afterjvards  placed  himself  in  his  Chair. 
The  other  members  were  then  called  up 
totJ)e  table  in  alphabetical  order,  accord- 
ing to  the  counties  they  represented,  and 
took  the  oaths;  Generally  speaking  only 
one  or  two  appeared  from  each  C6unty, 
until  the  name  of  Cdmwall  was  pro- 
Bookiced,  when  more  than  twenty  mem- 
bers left  the  ministerial  benches,  and  ad- 
vanced to  receive  the  oaths.  This  ire- 
markable  disproportion  excited  not  a 
little  mirth  in  the  House. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday^  November  SO. 
,  Thi  Prince  Bsgsnt*s  Speech  on 
OrENiNO  THE  Sessjjon*]  Their  lordships 
began  to  assemble  about  twelre  o'clock. 
Peeresses  and  ladies,  with  peers  orders, 
were  admitted  into  the  body  of  the  House ; 
who,  together  with  a  numerous  attend- 
ance of  peers,  in  their  robes,  made  an  aip- 
pearance  seldom,  if  ever,  equalled  for  its 
elegance  and  splendour.  At  two  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  entered  the 
House*  and  took  his  seat  on  the  throne. 
A  Message  was  immediately  conveved, 
bv  the  Ush^r  of  the  Blade  Rod,  to'  the 
House  of  Conimons,  requiring  their  attend- 
ance, to  receive  his  Royal  Highness's.com- 
mumcation.     Acoorduiglyj  the  SpeaW^ 


accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  mem- 
bers* appeared  at  their  lordships'  bar. 

His  Royal  Highness  then  delivered  the 
following  most  gracious  Speech : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*'  It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  that  I 
am  obliged  to  announce  to  voo,  at  the: 
opening  of  this  parliament,  the  continu- 
ance of  his  Mcgesty's  lamented  indisposi« 
tion,  and  the  diminution  of  the  hopea 
which  I  have  most  anxiously  entertained 
of  his  recovery. 

'« The  situation  of  Public  Affitirs  has 
induced  me  to  take  the  earliest  opporto* 
nity  of  meeting  you  after  the  late  Elec- 
tions. J  am  persuaded  you  will  cordially 
participate  in  the  satisfaction  which  I  de* 
rive  from  the  improvement  of  our  pros- 
pects during  the  course  of  the  present 
year. 

''  The  valour  and  intrepidity  displayed 
by  his  Mi^ty's  Forces  and  those  of  his 
Allies  in  the  peniosola,  on  so  many  occa* 
sions  during  this  campaign,  and  the  con* 
sommate  skill  and  judgment  with  which 
the  operations  haTe  been  conducted  by 
General  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  have 
led  to  consequences  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  common  cause. 

"  By  transferring  the  War  into  the  in- 
terior  of  Spain,  and  by  the  |(lorious  and 
ever  memorable  Victory  obtamed  at  SalaW 
manca,  he  has  compelled  the  enemy  to 
raise  the  siese  of  Cadiz  |  and  the  southern 
provinces  of  ^  that  kingdom  have  beea 
delivered  from  the  power  and  arms  of 
France. 

*'  Althouffh  I  cannot  but  regret  that  the 
e^ru  of  the  enemy,  combined  with  a 
view  to  one  great  operation,  have  render* 
ed  it  necessary  to  withdraw  from  the 
Siege  of  Burgos,  and  to  evacuate  Madrid, 
for  the  jpurpose  of  concentrating  the  main 
body  of  the  allied  forces ;  these  efibrts  of 
the  enemy  have  nevertheless,  been  au 
tended  with  important  sacrifices  on  their 
part,  which  must  materially  contribute  to 
(extend  the  resources  and  facilitate  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  Spanish  nation. 

''  I  am  confident  I  may  rely  on  your 
determination  to  continue  to  am>rd  every 
aid  in  support  of  a  contest  which  has  first 
given  to  the  contineni  of  Europe  the  ex- 
ample of  persevering  and  successful  re- 
sistance to  the  power  of  France,  and  on 
which  not  only  the  independence  of  the 
nations  of  the  peninsula,  but  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  Majesty's  dominions  essen- 
tially depend. 

5^  I  have  great  pleasure  in  commueica- 
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tiog  to  yoQ,  that  the  reiatioiM  of  peace  and 
fnendsbip  have  been  restored  between  bis 
Majesty  and  tbe  Coorts  of  St.  Petersburgh 
and  Slockbolm. 

"  I  bave  directed  copies  of  tbe  Treaties 
to  be  laid  before  yoa. 

"  In  a  contest  for  bis  own  Sovereign 
Rights,  and  for  tbe  independence  of  bis 
dominions^  tbe  emperor  of  Russia  bas  bad 
to  oppose  a  large  proportion  of  tbe  military 
power  of  tbe  Frencb  government,  assisted 
by  its  allies,  and  by  tbe  tributary  states 
dependent  upon  it. 

"  Tbe  resistance  wbicb  be  bas  opposed 
to  so  formidable  a  combination,  cannot 
hW  to  excite  sentiments  of  lasting  admi- 
ration. 

*'  By  bis  own  magnanimity  and  perse* 
Terance,  by  tbe  seal  and  disinterestedness 
of  all  ranks  of  bis  subjects,  and  by  the 
|i[allantry,  firmness,  and  intrepidity  of  bis 
forces^  the  presomptoous  expectations  of 
the  enemy  have  been  signally  disappoint* 
ed. 

"  Tbe  entbnsiasm  of  tbe  Rnssian  nation 
bas  increased  with  tbe  di65cultie8  of  the 
contest,  and  with  tbe  dangers  with  wbicb 
they  were  surrounded.  They  have  sub* 
mitted  to  sacrifices  of  which  there  are  few 
examples  in  tbe  history  of  tbe  world ;  and 
I  indulge  the  confident  hope,  that  the  de* 
termini  perseverance  of  his  In^>erial  Ma* 
jcsty  will  be  crowned  with  ultimate  suc- 
cess; and  that  this  contest,  in  its  result, 
will  have  the  effect  of  establishing,  upon 
a  foundation  never  to  be  shaken,  the  secu- 
rity and  independence  of  the  Russian  em* 
pire. 

••  The  proof  of  confidence  which  I  have 
received  from  bis  ImperiaLMajesty,  in  the 
measnre  which  he  bas  adopted  of  sending 
his  Fleets  to  the  ports  of  this  country,  is  in 
the  highest  degree  gratifying  to  me ;  and 
bis  Imperial  Majesty  may  most  fully  rely 
on  my  fixed  determination  to  afford  him 
the  most  cordial  support  in  the  great  con- 
test in  which  he  is  ei^gaged. 

"  I  have  the  satisfaction  further  to  ac- 
quamt  you,  that  I  have  concluded  a  Treaty 
with  hb  Sicilian  Majesty,  supplementary 
to  the  Treaties  of  1808  and  1809. 

"  As  soon  as  tbe  ratifications  shall  have 
been  exchanged,  I  will  direct  a  copy  of 
this  Treaty  to  be  laid  before  you. 

**  My  object  has  been  to  provide  for 
the  more  extensive  application  of  the  'mi- 
litary force  of  tbe  Sicilian  government  to 
offisfistve  operations;  a  measure  wbicb, 
comlHned  with  the  liberal  and  enlightened 
principles  which  .happily  prevail  in  the 


councils  of  his  Sicilian  H^esty,  is  calcu- 
lated, I  trust,  to  aa.gment  his  power  and 
resources,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  ren- 
der tbem  essentially  serviceable  to  tbe 
common  cause. 

*'Tbe  Declaration  of  War  by  the  go- 
vernment  of  the  United  Sutes  of  Ame- 
rrca,  was  made  under  circumstances  which 
might  have  afforded  a  reasonable  expec- 
tatipn  that  the  amicable  relations  between 
the  two  nations  would  not  long  be  inter- 
rupted. It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I 
am  obliged  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  con- 
duct and  pretensions  of  that  government 
have  hitherto  prevented  the  conclusion  of 
any  pacific  arrangement. 

"  Their  measures  of  hostilitv  have  been 
principally  directed  against  the  adjoining 
British  Provinces,  and  every  eflfort  bas 
been  made  to  seduce  the  inhabitants  of 
them  from  their  allegiance  to  his  Majesty. 

*'The  proofs,  however,  which  I  have 
received  of  loyalty  and  attachment  from 
his  Majesty's  subjects  in  North  America 
are  highly  satisfactory. 

"  The  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  invade 
Upper  Canada  have  not  only  proved 
abortive,  but,  by  the  judicious  arrange- 
ments of  the  Governor-General,  and  by 
tbe  skill  and  decision  with  which  tbe  mi- 
litary operations  have  b#en  conducted, 
tbe  forces  of  the  enemy  assembled  for 
that  purpose  in  one  quarter,  have  been 
con[^)el1ed  to  capitulate,  and  in  another 
have  been  completely  defeated. 

*'  My  best  enbrts  are  not  wanting  for 
the  restoration  of  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  between  tbe  two  countries;  but 
until  this  object  can  be  attained,  without 
sacrificing  the  maritime  rights  of  Great 
Britain,  I  shall  rdly  upon  your  cordial 
support  in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war. 

'*  Gentlemen  of  tbe  House  of  Commons, 

**  I  have  directed  the  Estimates  for  the 
services  of  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you,  and  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  youc 
readiness  to  furnish  such  supplies  as  may 
enable  me  to  provide  for  tbe  great  interests 
commiued  to  my  charge,  and  affi>rd  the 
best  prospect  of  bringing  the  contest  in 
which  bis  Majesty  is  engaged  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination. 

'*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

''The  approaching  expiration  of  the 
Charter  of  the  East  India  Company  ren- 
ders it  necessary  that  I  should  call  your 
early  attention  to  tbe  propriety  of  pro- 
viding effectually  for  the  future  govern- 
ment of  the  provinces  of  India. 
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*'  Id  considering  th«  variety  of  interests 
which  are  connected  with  this  important 
subject  I  rely  on  your  wisdom  for  making 
nuch  an  arrangement  as  may  best  promote 
the  prosperity  of  the  British  possessions 
in  that  quarter,  and  at  the  same  time 
secure  the  greatest  advantages  to  the  com- 
merce and  revenue  of  his  Majesty's  do- 
minions. ^        * 

<'  I  have  derived  great  satisfaction  from 
the  success  of  the  measures  which  have 
been  adopted  for  suppressing  the  spirit  of 
outrage  and  insubordination  which  had 
appeared  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
and  from  the  disposition  which  has  been 
manifested  to  take  advantage  of  tlie  in* 
demnity  held  out  to  the  deluded  by  the 
wisdom  and  benevolence  of  parliament* 

*'  I  tru^t  I  shall  never  have  occasion  to 
lament  the  recurrence  of  atrocities  so  re- 
pugnant to  the  British  character;  and 
that  ail  his  Majesty's  subjects  will  be  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction,  that  the  hap* 
piness  of  individuals,  and  the  welfare  of 
the  state,  equally  depend  upon  a  strict 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  an  attachment 
to  our  excellent  constitution. 

'*  In  the  loyalty  of  his  Majesty's  people, 
and  in  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  I  have 
reason  to  place  the  fullest  confidence. 
The  same  firmftess  and  perseverance  which 
have  been  manifested  on  so  many  and 
such  trying  occasions,  will  not,  I  am  per- 
suaded, be  wanting  at  a  time  when  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe,  and  of  the  world,  are 
fixed  upon  you.  I  can  assure  you,  that 
In  the  exercise  of  the  great  trust  reposed 
in  me,  I  have  no  sentiment  so  near  my 
heart  as  the  desire  to  promote,  by  every 
means  in  my  power,  the  real  prosperity 
and  lasting  happiness  of  his  -Majesty's 
•ubjccts." 

The  Commons  having  withdrawn  from 
the  bar,  his  Royal  Highness  presently 
to8e,  and  departed  from  the  House.  After 
his  Royal  Highness's  departure,  their 
lordships  adjourhed  for  the  purpose  of  un^ 
robing. 

About  five  o'clock  the  Lord  Chancellor 
took  his  seat  on  the  woolsack,  and  the 
House  was  resumed.  The  earl  of  Liver- 
pod,  according  to  custom,  previously  to 
the  commencement  of  puDlic  business, 
presented  a  Bill  for  the  better  regulation 
of  Select  Vestries,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  read  the  first  time. 

His  Royal  Highness's  Speech  having 
been  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
afterwards  by  the  clerk. 

The  Earl  of  IjmgfordvAdi,  that  in  rising 


to  claim  the  attention  of  their  lordships, 
it  might  be  expected  that  he  should  apo-* 
logise  for  the  course  he  was  about  to 
pursue ;  but,  he  thought,  he  could  hot 
do  better  than  to  pourtray  the  leading 
features  of  the  Speech,  just  delivered  from 
the  throne,  and  then  to  make  those  ob- 
servations which  he  might  deem  appro- 
priate and  just  in  support  of  the  Address, 
with  moving  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
conclude.  Such  a  course  would  be  cor- 
respondent with  the  usual  mode  on  such 
occasions;  and,  in  his  estimation,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  depart  from  so  good  a  prece- 
dent. As  to  the  Speech,  it  must  have 
been  most  grateful  to  all  who  heard  it ; 
for  it  dwelt  on  those  events  which  had 
been  materially  advantageous  to  the  coun- 
try^ and  were  calculated  to  be  much  more 
so ;  inasmuch  as  they  were  of  a  nature 
to  increase  those  great  difficulties  with 
which  the  common  enemy  had  now  to^ 
contend.  But,  however  prosperous 
might  have  been  our  efforts,  however  glo- 
rious might  have  been  our  struggles,  and 
however  splendid  might  have  been  the 
results,  it  became  us  rather  to  increase 
tbaii  to  relax  in  our  exertions,  not  for  the 
mere  advantage  of  England  only,  but  for 
the  salvation  6f  Europe.  Past  successes 
were  pledges  for  the  future ;  the  triumphs 
that  had  attended  our  arms,  were  assa- 
rahces  that  perseverance  would  avail. 
There  were  those  who  had  foreboded  a 
dismal  issue  to  our  contest  in  the  penin- 
sula ^  and  though  those  forebodings  had 
been  disappointed  by  events,  yet  they 
would  say,  there  still  remained  much  to 
be  done.  Their  lordships  could  not  forget 
so  manifest  a  truth,  and  that  remembrance 
would  now  stimulate  them  to  greater  and 
nobler  exertions.  To  carry  on  such  a 
war  as  the  one  in  which  this  country  was 
now  engaged,  great  sacrifices  must  be 
made ;  and  no  one  coufd  more  sensibly 
deplore  than  he  did  the  burdens  under 
which  the  country  at  present  laboured. 
But  they  must  bear  much  more  before  it 
could  be  hoped  that  final  success  wouM 
crown  our  efforts.  When  it  was  seen  that 
the  ruler  of  France  deemed  no  sacrifices 
too  great  to  promote  the  dearest  object  of 
his  ambition— the  ruin  of  this  country, 
could  any  privation  be  considered  too 
much  to  avert  and  counteract  that  object  ^ 
Our  sacrifices,  he  knew,  were  great ;  bat 
could  any  sacrifices  be  too  great  that  had 
for  their  object  the  salvation  oF  the  coun- 
try ?  The  sacrifices  of  other  countries 
were  great,  even  were  they  visited  onfy 
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byafriendly  army ;  bat  howniQch  greater 
iroaJd  be  tbeir  woe,  how  much  heavier 
then  afilUuioDs,  when  an  eDemy's  arms 
prefailed?  From  soch  visitations  this 
coaniry  had  hiiherto  been  free ;  and  no 
^ripe  conid  be  too  high  to  enable  it  to 
contiane  anvisited  by  soch  accumulated 
misariee.  To  describe  those  miseries,  the 
niseriea  that  other  countries  had  been,  and 
stiU  were,  subjected  to — would  be  a  task 
(oo.painbl  for  him,  even  were  it  necessary 
to^eoable  their  lordships  to  judge  properly 
of  our  present  situation.  But,  be  could 
npt  avoid  saying,  how  light  must  any  bur- 
dena  be,  that  could  avert  that  ruin  which 
sras  levelled  against  as !  That  it  would  be 
averted,  be  could  not  for  an  instant  doubt ; 
and,  even  if  any  one  were  inclined  to 
cateriain  any  thing  like  doubt,  the  recent 
and  noble  exertions  of  our  brave  couo- 
trymen  in  arms  could  not  but  dispel  it. 
In  speaking  of  tbeir  glorious  exertions,  he 
could  not  proceed  without  noticing  that 
jlorions  individual  who  bad  so  nobly  led 
them  on  to  repeated  successes.  There 
could  acarcely  be  an  individual  in  the 
coonftry  who  did  not  feel  warmed  and 
elated  by  4he  Uuireh)  that  bound  that  noble 
geaeraFs  brow;  and  how  much  more 
ahtcd  nosi  they  feel,  who  were  related  to 
hira  by  the  ties  of  blood !  He  had  the 
happiness  of  being  amongst  those  who 
were  related  to  that  gallant  lord.  If  there 
were  any  thing  like  difference  of  opinion 
laspecting  that  brave  general's  merits,  re« 
lated  aa  he  was,  he  would  not  trust  him* 
self  to  apeak  where  friendship  and  partia* 
lity  might  overstep  the  bounds  of  justice. 
If  be  thought  it  possible  even  for  the  af- 
fection of  the  dearest  friends  to  overrate 
his  merits,  in  the  fondness  and  zeal  of 
their  partiality,  he  would  have  remained 
silent.  Bnt  years  of  painful  labour  in 
the  field  had  earned  for  the  name  of  Wel- 
lington, that  glory  and  renown  which  were 
now  attached  to  it.  In  the  field  he  had 
triomphed  over  and  over  again,  beating 
the  moat  consuounate  generals  of  the 
enemy's  army,  and  driving  them  from 
thair  atixmg  holds.  Such  were  the  feats 
lie  had  achieved,  besides  overcoming  all 
those  dtfficalties  attendant  unon  a  war- 
fare like  the  <me  in  whijch  he  was  en- 
gaged :  hat  that  great  and  valuable  man 
was  rewarded.  The  ^Mxc  voice  united 
in  expceating  admiration  of  the  man  and 
of  the  wanrior,  and  he  could  not  refrain 
fiom  mingling  his  with  the  general  voice. 
In  tracing  ihe  course  of  bis  successful 
career,  no  one  coald  fail  to  call  to  mind 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


Ciudad  Bodrigo,  JBad^pa;,  or  Salamanca — 
successes  that  had  demonstrated  the  vi* 
ffilance,  the  skill,  the  rapidity,  and  thje 
decision  which  had  produced  such  admi- 
rable results.  They  were  results  that  had 
raised  the  military  character  of  the  coun* 
try.  The  skill  which  had  planned 
those  successes  was  seen  in  a  variety  of 
forms;  but  in  no  instance  was  it  more 
remarkable  than  in  having  compelled  thp 
enemy  to  raise  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  before 
which  they  had  been  for  two  years.  That 
glorjous  event  had  only  failed  in  bringing 
about  the  probable  result  by  an  actual 
and  direct  disobedience  of  orders — a  dis« 
obedience  that  had  since  been  punished 
by  the  prompt  proceeding  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain.  That  was  an  unfortunat.e 
event :  and,  at  this  moment,  it  was  im- 
possible to  see  of  what  advantages  it  had 
deprived  us.  That  it  had  materially  pro- 
moted the  failure  before  Burgos,  he  had 
little  reason  to  doabt ;  but,  however  mor- 
tifying that  event  might  be,  still  they  had 
|)o  reason  to  despond.  The  effects  of  such 
a  disappointment,  and  of  such  a  failure, 
might  soon  be  retrieved  by  that  com- 
manding genius  which  had  already  done 
so  much  for  Spain.  Even  the  present 
condition  of  the  enemy  afforded  much 
ground  for  exultation.  He  had  been  com- 
pelled to  collect  his  forces,  and,  when  it 
was  recollected  with  what  difficulty  they* 
had  been  before  supplied,  how  mucn 
greater  must  those  difficulties  be  now  that 
they  formed  one  collected  mass.  There 
was  no  occasion  for  him  to  recapitulate 
the  circumstai^ces  that  had  attenaed  the 
raising  of  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  the  capture 
of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  of  Badajoz,  and  of 
Salamanca ;  but  no  one  would  deny  that 
they  were  highly  advantageous  to  ^he  ge- 
neral cause.^-But  fortunately  the  innct- 
ence  of  this  brilliant  campaign  was  not 
confined  to  the  peninsula:  it  had  been 
felt  in  the  remotest  corners  of  the  worjd  : 
In  Russia  they  had  seen  what  might  be 
done  by  consUncy  and  perseverance ;  for 
in  Spain  this  co.untry  had  evinced,  by  an 
actual  and  successful  course,  what  might 
be  doQe  by  perseverance ;  and  the  lesson 
had  not  been  lost  on  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  in  Russia  too  was  already  seen 
,what  might  be  achieved  by  a  determined 
resistance  to  the  presumptuous  pretensions 
of  an  unprjincipied  and  a9ibitious  foe. 
The  emperor  of  Russia. bad  given  great 
hopes  to  ei^lajfed  Europe.  In  the  Geld 
he  had  given  proofs  of  firi;utness  apd  deci- 
sion; and  by.pntrqsl^g.this.pQ^yry  with 
(C) 
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the  Rutsian  fleet,  he  had  giten  aproof  of 
hU  implicit  fafth  in  England. — ^The  new 
treaty  with  the  Sicilians  was  very  faToar- 
able,  their  troopi  being  thereby  made 
more  efficient  to  the  general  cause.  Thus 
was  the  aspect  of  European  affairs  highly 
fiivourmble.  Not  long  since  they  had  seen 
fbe  whole  continent  of  Europe  arrayed 
under  the  despotic  dominion  of  Buona- 
parte ;  but  they  now  saw  eflbrts  making 
to  throw  off  that  odious  dominion,  that 
gave  the  fairest  and  most  flattering  pro- 
mise. They  already  saw  the  difhculties 
by  which  Buonaparl^  was  surrounded. 
He  not  only  met  with  obstructions  to  his 
efforts  to  recruit  his  army,  but  appeared 
actually  unable  to  supply  the  army  which 
was  afready  opposed  to  Hossia.  It  might 
be  hence  fairly  concldded,  that  the  mili- 
tary despotism  of  our  foe  had  received  a 
deadly  shock,  if  it  were  not  now  trem- 
blingto  its  very  base.  All  these  advan- 
tages were  to  be  traced  to  the  conduct  of 
this  country,  to  its  undaunted  efforts  in 
the  peninsola ;  and  from  what  had  passed, 
their  lordships  might  fairly  place  a  confi- 
dence in  the  future.  Europe  had  now  an 
opportunity  of  arousing  from  her  lethar- 
gy, and  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  the 
opportunity  would  not  be  lost. — As  to  the 
war  with  America,  that  event  was  much 
to  be  lamented ;  and  it  being  the  belief  in 
this  country,  that  it  could  not  continue, 
was  the  cause  of  our  not  having  more  vi- 
gorously prosecuted  it  hitherto.  In  Ca- 
nada, however,  honourable  and  glorious 
proofs  had  been  given  of  the  fidelity  and 
loyalty  of  that  portion  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects.  As  to  the  triumphs  of  the  Ame- 
ricans at  sea,  and  triumphs,  no  doubt,  they 
called  them,  they  owed  them  to  the  very 
general  belief  amongst  iis,  that  the  war 
could  not  continue.  This  war  might  be 
rnjurious  to  us,  but  he  confidently  hoped, 
that  its  continuance  would  not  be  for  any 
very  extended  period. — ^Tbe  East  India 
question  was  one  of  great  interest,  and 
would  deservedly  have  the  serious  attention 
of  parliament.  The  appearance  of  do- 
mestic affairs,  as  set  forth  in  the  Speech, 
Was  highly  gratifying,  and  it  could  not 
fail  to  make  a  pleasing  impression  on  their 
lordships  to  ascertain,  that  order  had  been 
restored  in  those  districts  that  had  been 
somewhat  disturbed..  The  noble  earl  then 
concluded  with  moving,  that  an  Address 
be  presented  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  which,  u  osual,  was  an 
echo  of  the  Speech. 
Lord  Rode  rose  to  leoond  the  motion. 
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and  observed,  that  with  regard  to  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  Speech  from  the  throne, 
which  related  to  the  continuance  of  his 
Majesty's  lamented  indisposition,  no  one 
could  possibly  feel  more  real  concern  than 
himself.  It  was  not  his  intention,  nor  did 
he  feel  it  necessary,  after  the  able  expo- 
sition their  lordships  had  heard,  to  enter 
Into  any  detailed  view  of  the  important 
topics  in  question.  The  spirited  and  ju- 
dicious conduct  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, under  circumstances  the  most  trying 
and  arduous,  had  his  warmest  approbation, 
and  called  for  that  of  the  country ;  nor 
should,  he  thought,  the  prudent,  affec- 
tionate, and  kind  manner  in  which  his 
Royal  Highness  acted  on  a  trying  and  im- 
portant occasion,  go  without  its  merited 
applause.  The  system  adopted  by  his 
Majesty's  government  was  productive  of 
consequences  which,  he  agreed  with  the 
noble  earl  in  thinking,  would  lead  to  the 
deliverance  of  Europe  from  the  tyranny  and 
oppression  under  which  it  groaned.  But, 
in  this  view,  he  could  not  avoid  noticing 
the  effectual  resistance  which  the  em- 
peror of  Russia,  so  greatly  to  his  own  ho- 
nour, had  offered  to  the  destructive  pro* 
gross  of  the  enemy.  Nor  were  bis  sob- 
jects  less  entitled  to  praise  for  their  pa« 
triottc  efforts  in  defence  of  their  lawful  so- 
vereign and  national  independence.  He 
trusted  that  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's 

fovernment,  with  respect  to  the  United 
tates  of  America,  would  have  its  due 
effect,  and  that  the  maritime  rights  of  the 
country,  upon  which  so  much  depended, 
would  be  auerted  and  upheld. — ^These 
were  the  prominent  points  to  which  the 
noble  lord  directed  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  concluded  by  expressing  his 
cordial  approbation  of  the  Address. 

Marquis  WetUsUy  said,  he  could  not 
have  approved  either  of  the  Speech,  or 
of  the  Address  proposed,  had  they,  with 
respect  to  the  great  contest  in  the  penin- 
sola, or  the  cause  in  which  the  emperor  of 
Russia  was  now  engaged  with  all  the  ef^ 
forts  of  his  people,  assumed  in  any  de- 
gree a  lower  tone  than  that  which  per- 
vaded them.  Nothing  less  was  demanded 
by  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  by 
a  proper  leal  for  our  honour  or  our  we(* 
fare,  or  by  a  trae  regard  to  the  interests 
of  our  allies  embarkra  in  the  same  mighty 
cause  with  ourselves.  In  all  those  points 
he  net  only  applauded  the  spirit  of  the 
Speech  which  their  lordships  bad  just 
heard  delivered,  but  he  almost  entirely 
approved  of  the  general  spirit  of  the  Ad- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


21] 


im  Opamg  ihe  Sumon. 


Not.  SO,  1812. 


[» 


dresf  oooioaiieiit  apoo  it^  mo?ed  ind  se* 
eonded  by  his  noble  friend8.->0f  all  ibe 
nartt  of  Uie  Speech,  boweTer,  none  struck^ 
bifli  more  forcibly,  none  made  m  stronger 
mpression  npon  his  mind,  than  tba(  which 
anticipated  the  same  wisdom  in  parlia- 
ment, the  same  firmness,  and  the  same 
pmdeoce,  on  the  present  trying  occasion, 
when  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  nay,  of  the 
wbole  world,  were  fixed  upon  ns.  There 
was  notbtng  novel,  he  admitiedj  either  in 
the  sniijects,  or  in  the  expressions :— the 
Borelty  was  rather  in  the  application  of 
them.  Yes  !  he  had»  no  doubt,  the  par* 
liaBMDt  woald.  exercise  the  same  wisdlom, 
it  wonid  evince  the  same  perseverance,  it 
woold  display  the  same  firmness,  especi- 
ally  oo  the  great  question  of  the  war  in 
the  peninsula,  as  it  had  hitherto  shewn. 
U  was  to  that  country  in  particular  he 
wished  for  a  few  moments  to  direct  their 
lordships'  attention :  its  situation  was  to 
be  considered  in  various  respects ;  but  in 
no  respect  would  any  man  venture  to  say, 
that  the  triumphs  which  had  been  achieved 
there^  were  ot  such  a  description  as  to  be 
totally  unqualified ;  admit  of  unbounded 
trrooiph;  or  cause  unmixed  congratula- 
ttofi ;  no  man  could  say  that  victory  had 
ao  predominated,  that  iu  career  was  un- 
chedced  by  a  single  reverse.  But,  as  it 
was  certainly  the  highest  part  of  the  cha- 
racter of  wisdom  to  persevere  with  rea- 
aonable  grounds  of  hope,  in  the  face  of 
danger,  difficulty  and  discomfiture,  so  it 
was  the  highest  character  of  firmness  to 
meet  the  tide  of  success  without  intoxica- 
tion, to  look  it  steadily  in  the  face,  to 
annlyse  the  grounds  upon  which  it  stood, 
and  from  that  analysis,  carefully  and  cau- 
tiooaly  porsaed,  to  dedoce  one  general 
and  consistent  ground  of  public  action. 
Even  if  our  success  had  been  broad,  ge* 
nera},  splendid  and  unqualified,  he  would 
say  to  thoke  who  represented  a  wise  and 
enlig^itened  nation,  to  those  who  were 

trepared  and  anxious  to  do  their  duty— 
e  Jioi  led  away  by  this  success — be  not 
intoxicated  with  it — let  not  its  lustre  so 
daxzle  your  faculties  that  you  perceive 
neither  whence  it  originated,  how  it  may 
jbe  rendered  permanent,  nor  to  what  ulti- 
B^e  objects  it  may  be  applied.  And  this 
he  would  say,  not  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
paragiog  that  success,  nor  to  raise  any 
spirit  of  discontent,  but  for  the  sole  pur- 
of  producing  a  due  tone  of  reflec- 


tioQ,  from  which  might  spring  one  con- 
sistent, one  general  line  of  public  conduct 
•B  a  tBeasnre  of  policy  so  important  and 


vitally  interwoven  with  the  best  interests 
of  the  British  nation.  We  had,  indeed, 
done  much  in  Spain  :  he  was  most  willing 
to  admit  it;  but,  he  would  ask,  what  still 
remained  to  be  done  ?  And  that  question  , 
naturally  led  him  to  a  review  of  the  events 
which  had  taken  place  there  since  no  very 
distant  period  :  he  would  limit  himself  to 
the  time  when  lord  WelliogtoD  was  before  , 
Badajos.  It  had  always  appeared  to 
bim,  from  the  very  commencement  of  the 
strua;gle  in  the  peninsula,  that  the  only 
solid  ground  of  success,  the  only  reason- 
able hope  of  ultimate  victory,  the  only 
practical  system  of  resistance  which  could 
be  adopted,  was  to  awaken  in  the  people 
of  Spain,  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  France, 
and  to  succour  and  aid  that  hostility  upon 
a  broad  and  extensive  scale  of  operations. 
With  our  force  and  resources  properly  di- 
rected in  that  way  great  advantages  miffht 
be  expected,  and  final  triumph  bf  safely 
calculated  upon.  It  was,  indeed,  per* 
fectly  clear,  that  the  measureless  ambi* 
tion  of  the  leader  of  France  never  would 
desist  from  its  object,  till  some  strong  and 
energetic  force  should  check  its  progress 
on  the  one  .side  or  other.  If  the  Spanish 
nation  could  once  brin^  themselves  t6  feel 
that  there  was  no  evil,  no  human  evil, 
scarcely  indeed  an  evil  beyond  the  verge 
of  humanity,  to  be  put  in  competition  for 
a  moment  with  that  of  submission  to  the 
government  of  France ;  that  loss  of  pro- 
perty, lott  of  relations,  loss  of  all  that 
was  dear  to  them,  loss  of  life  itself,  wal 
small  and  insignificant,  compared  to  that 
tremendous  and  overwhelming  calamity — 
submission  to  France;  if  they  could  be 
brought  to  this  pitch  of  patriotism  and 
resistance,  every  thing  might  then  be 
hoped  from  the  contest.  It  was  true,  in- 
deed, that  the  perseverance  he  had  de* 
scribed  was  a  species  of  which  philosophy 
afforded  no  definition,  nor  history  any  re- 
cord ;  but  it  was  by  that  spirit  alone  that 
any  thing  great  could  be  achieved  in  the 
struggle  between  Spain  and  France.  Our 
assistance  co-operatins  with  this  general 
feeling,  might  haTe  been  productive  of 
the  utmost  benefits.  The  great  person 
who  now  ruled  over  the  destinies  of  rrance 
(for  great  he  could  not  hesitate  to  call 
him)  would,  it  might  be  presumed,  were 
such  a  system  pursued,  find  himself,  by 
the  success  of  our  arms,  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  abandoning  the  cause,  or,  his 
ambition,  leading  to  the  exertion  of  all 
his  means  and  energies  in  this  one  quarter, 
would  open  the  way  for  other  enemies  in 
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other  par»  of  Europe,  n^bo  wodd  be 
eager  to  seize  the  op|^ortonity  of  hir  re- 
verses in  Spain,  to  shate  off  the  yoke  of 
his  subjugation;  h6  would  be  compelled 
to  divide  his  forces,  and  thus  present  a 
prospect  of  more  easy  Access  to  our  com- 
bined efforts  in  the  penh)s4la. 

Such  was  the  view  he  had  always  taken 
of  the  contest  in  Spain  ;  and  with  regard 
to  the  spirit  of  universal  hostility  in  the 
people,  which  he  deemed  so  essential,  he 
would  assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  it  had  been  produced  in  its  forllest  ex- 
tent in  the  course  of  last  year.  He  was 
not  speaking  of  any  thing  which  ft  might 
be  thought  he  had  no  liberty  to  express: 
he  was  not  alluding  to  any  thing  which 
had  come  to  his  knowledge  merely  through 
an  official  cbabnel :  he  asserted  only  what 
every  one  might  kno#,  who  had  directed 
his  attention  to  what  had  occurred  in  the 
peninsula  during  that  period.  He  also 
knew  it  as  a  fact  which  no  one  would  ven^ 
tore  to  deny,  that  the  success  of  the  Bri- 
tish arms  in  Spain  had  been  felt  and  con- 
sidered in  Russia,  as  the  salvation  of  that 
country,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  our 
triumpiis  there,  the  leader  of  France  would 
have  been  able  to  direct  a  military  force 
against  Russia,  so  vast  and  overwhelming 
as  to  preclude  the  hope  of  that  power's  re- 
sisting it  with  any  prospect  of  success. 

But,  was  not  all  this  foreseen,  and  was 
nQt  this  the  very  basis  on  which  the  sys- 
tem to  be  pursued  in  our  present  situation 
should  be  founded :  What  then  followed 
from  the  fact  ?  The  moment  it  was  known 
that  such  effects  were  takine  place ;  the 
moment  it  was  known  that  the  desired  ac- 
tion was  commencing  on  the  one  side, 
dught  we  not  to  have  pushed  every  effort 
oh  the  other  side,  ought  we  not  to  have 
strained  all  the  resources  of  the  country, 
Jie  would  say  to  their  very  utmt)8t ;  and,  if 
ifve  were  honest4n  our  exertions  in  behalf 
bf  the  cause,  ought  we  not  to  have  seized 
this  Momentous  crisis  as  it  occurred^  to 
strike  one  grand  and  decisive  blow  ? 

In  these  pfeliAiinary  Views  of  the'  ques- 
kfon,  which  he  had  ventured  to  ofier  t6 
their  lordships,  his  great  purpose  was  to 
inquire,  and  to  instigate  their  lordships  to 
inquire.  Whether  the  syltem  whicb  ha^ 
)iitherto  been  j>ur8ue^  viras  founded  upon 
just  and  extenoed  principles,  whether  an 
able  and  efficient  exertion  of  our  resources 
Ihad  beien  made ;  whether  sucfh  meant  as 
the  country  possessed  had  been  fully  em- 
ployed; and  Wteth^,  upOTi  the  whole, 
^he  r^salt  "hind  beeti  nWchA  Mbk  itetion  \i^ 
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m  right  to  expect,  from  the  possession  of 
those  means,  and  the  right  appNcatioii  of 
them.  He  could  wish  also  that  it  were 
possible  to  fix  in  the  minds  of  their  lordw 
ships  something  like  ft  definite  and  pve** 
cise  object  as  to  the  issue  of  the  contest  i» 
the  peninsula.  His  own  ide«  as  ta  the 
only  true  and  legitimate  obfect  of  thsit 
contest  was,  that  ft  involved  the  expulsion 
of  the  French  armies  from  Spain :  this  he* 
considered  as  the  plain  and  practical  ob* 
ject :  it  was  intelligible  to  all,  and  he 
would  detain  their  lordships  only  a  few 
moments,  while  he  inquired  what  had 
been  done  in  the  course  of  the  prttseet 
year,  towards  its  accotAplishment,  com- 
pared to  what  might  have  been  done  if 
our  resources  h^  been  properly,  wisely^ 
and  efficiently  employed. 

His  own  opinion  decidedly  Was,  th^ 
the  war  in  the  peninsula  had  been  carried 
on  in  a  way  totally  inadequate  to  the  pro* 
duction  of  that  result  which  he  had  stated 
as  the  only  true  and  practical  one  of  the 
contest.  He  would  carry  his  inquiries 
back  (and  with  as  much  brevity  as  pos* 
sible)  to  the  period  a  little  before  the  re- 
duction of  Badajoz,  somewhere  about  the 
beginning  of  April  last.  At  that  time  the 
great  general  who  commanded  our  ardiies 
in  Spam  having  reduced  that  important 
fortress,  his  next  step,  it  was  natural  to 
suppose,  especially  at  that  season  of  the 
year,  would  be  to  expel  the  French  fh>m 
the  south  of  Spain.  But  why  did  he  not 
do  to  ?  Because  his  means  were  deficient; 
because  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
abandoning  his  object,  that  of  marching 
against  Soult,  and  raismg  the  siege  of  Cftw 
diz,  from  inadequate  resources;  and  he 
was  under  the  necessity  of  marching  norths 
ward  with  his  army,  because  in  the  North 
of  Spain  he  had  no  ^orce  which  he  couWl 
leave  sufficient  to  check  and  resist  the 
progress  of  Marmont.  To  the  notrth  he 
accordingly  did  proceed, and  there  he  waa^ , 
fi'om  an  operation  of  the  same  caesea^ ' 
compelled  to  yemsin  on  the  frontiers  ef 
Spain  till  the  13th  of  June,  and  by  theft 
thne  Marmont's  army  was  in  such  a  stath 
from  the  accession  ef  reinftnrcements  thet 
it  became  doubtful  whether  the  firitiali 
commander  cotiM  advatvce  or  sol.  IHk 
why  did  he  remain  so  long?  Because  his 
odeans  of  advancing  were  iosuffictcfnt;  b^ 
c^dse  he  waittdd  money  and  vupplies  ef 
every  sort;  because  he  had  not  the  codi- 
mon  means  of  transpdrt  to  conVejr  his  str* 
tittery.  These  were  stubborn  fects  whicfi 
he  defied  any  oAe  to  contradict.    At  llMt» 
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h9m9wt^,  lord  WeHington  ad?ii|ced  wHIh 
•at  m  b«ntriDg  traia,  not  became  ke 
tfioafhl  ik  nMKceaery  fiir  the  wwccm  of 
hi*  tMimj  opcnUioMi  bet  beceote  he 
Ktenlly  bed  set  the  seeae  of  tramport- 
ing  il.  Bet  the*,  after  lord  WelttogteD 
did  tdiraaee,  what  state  was  he  io  ^  He 
fMmd  Mavaiont's  amy  aMch  atronger 
than  h«  expected  s  and  he  ako  dneerered 
aoethar  eirconntaace  ■  'hk  object  in  ad* 
vaaeing  (and  here  he  begged  leave  die- 
tnetly  to  assert  thai  he  spoke  from  no 
ethcF  knowledge  of  loid  WelKaffton's 
plaas  thm  what  aay  persoa  aiight  afcqoife 
who  bad  atieiitvtely  wauhed  the  whole 
coarse  of  the  pFoceedin|p  ia  Spah»— for 
net  ette  syllable  conceratug  them  did  he 
derif  e  freaa  aay  coramanication  wHh  that 
mat  general  on  the  sobject)— his  object 
m  adTaociag  was,  he  maintatned,  in  ez* 
pectatioB  of  a  powerfsl  co-operation  on 
Ike  other  side  of  the  peninsula,  and  which 
eo-operation  had  been  concerted  with  him 
even  at  the  time  he  was  before  Badajoz. 
He,  therefore,  most  have  expected  the  as- 
nstance  of  this  force  at  the  time  of  his 
advance  into  Spain;  for,  had  he  not  so 
expected  it,  he  woald  venture  to  say  that 
his  advance  into  that  country  would  have 
keen  unjnstifiable,  even  though  success 
had  nltimately  attended  his  progress.  It 
was  certain,  however,  that  he  remained  a 
eodsiderable  time  on  the  frontier,  waiting 
Uyr  intelligence  of  the  looked  for  arrival  of 
this  co-operating  force,  but  waiting  in 
vam;  he  then  pmceeded  forward,  still 
fonfideni  in  his  hope  thai  it  would  arrive 
BttSeiently  early  to  make  a  strong  diversion 
m  his  fevoar,  and  found,  as  their  lordships 
were  already  informed,  the  army  of  Mar- 
tteMt  mach  greater  than  he  expected. 
Kor  was  that  all  he  found :  he  found  that 
Sachet  bed  detached  a  corps  to  unite  with 
Joseph's  army,  and  which  made  his  force 
efficient  to  co-operiKe  with  Marmont's 
eiiny.  What  was  the  consequence  ?  On 
the  I7th  of  July,  five  days  before  the  bat- 
^  of  Salamattta,  lord  Wellington  eom- 
'toeneed,  not  afolgaed,  bvit  a  real  retreat, 
^nd  this  retreat  he  continued  during  the 
l«th,  Iflib,  Wlh,  21st,  and  till  late  in  Hie 
|ky  ^  the  ^M.  But  why  did  he  retreat  ? 
Wtiy  did  this  grelit  gelieraf  retreat  ?  Be- 
came, again,  to  aaeaiis  were  inadequaie. 
Be  had  no  money  :he  was  so  low  kt  money 
that  he  had  aot  20,000  dollars  in  his  n^*- 
tary  chest.  The  riebest  brigade  In  the 
Hfttff  did ndt  possessmore  thm S,O0O dol- 
lars: -andiHmtwtte  mha  diAy  means  Mb 
to  (hit  d#sened  gaietri  to  nsotiik  4ns 
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finances.?    Forty   thousand   daUars  

been  sent  to  Cadis,  for  the  use  of  the  Spar* 
niaids :  these  he  was  forced  to  inteieefHl^ 
and  apply  to  Ike  esigeneies  of  the  Britisk: 
army»  tipea  a  fair  coaftparisoa  of  hia 
force  with  that  of  Mannoat,  aad  taloag 
into  calcuktioB  the  reinforceaitot  oS 
Joseph's  army  ky  the  detachsaeat  fraa^ 
Sachet,  whiek  detachment  he  amdd  hava 
been  unabfe  to  spare,  if  Ike  SiciliaA  expert 
dttioQ  kad  arrived  ia  dae  tiaie  on  tke  easU 
em  coast  of  Spain,  as  it  woM  have  fullj^ 
occupied  bis  whole  army,  Wd  WellmgtoK 
deemed  il  most  prudent  to  setveat,,  and  ha 
accordingly  did  ao.  Here  he  woald  re« 
quest  their  iordsbips  to  pause  for  a  unm 
most.  Here  was  a  proof  of  kird  WelliM* 
ten's  iBadc(|uacy  d  meana.  He  retreated  ^ 
and  in  ascribing  that  retreat  to  a  vrsnt  of 
resources*  he  was  borrowing  nothing  from 
his  imagination.  The  cause  and  efiect 
were  plain  before  them;  and  he  might 
reason  upon  the  subject,  either  from  the 
caose  to  the  efiect,  or  from  the  efiect  ta 
the  cause.  He  might  shew  that  his  meant 
were  inadequate,  and  therefore  he  was 
compelled  to  retreat,  or  he  might  argue 
from  the  foct  of  the  retreat,  that  he  wanU 
ed  the  power  to  pursue  his  operations  t 
and  this  deficiency  of  power  arose  chiefly, 
if  not  entirely,  from  the  tardy  and  inemr 
cient  co*operation  of  the  Sicilian  expe- 
dition. 

The  next  step  in  traciag  the  progress  of 
lord  Wellington,  brought  him  to  a  period 
full  of  glory  and  renown ;  he  meant  tka 
battle  of  Salamanca*  Bat  from  what  ci» 
cumstances  did  that  battle  arise?  Did  it 
arise -out  of  kis  efficiency,  or  eotof  kia 
necessity?  It  areee  from  the  asaflaifioeiiee^ 
tke  splendour,  tke  gveataem  of  his  talenta. 
He  strack  the  enemy  trith  his  mar  the 
mmacnt  he  saw  an  cfening.  Bat  wenp 
we  to  hope  for- that  again— i^fvas  that  a 
groaadtobaildapon?  lus  taleots,  indeed* 
were  a  firm  aad  eecore  rock  on  wkick  aay 
hopes,  any  expectatsoos,  however  mat, 
heweyer  exalted,  nHgfat4>e  fooaded  ;  bat  it 
iM  became  sticsmea  to  calodate  upas 
chances  aad  oocasians  prsaecitMig  tksai 
selves,  for  saccess  in  operaticms  opeo  ike 
prospeneas  iseae  f  f  wbioh  aa  muck  4m^ 
poMM.  Did  the  miiiistry  mean  ia  sar 
that  their  syetem  was  imised  solely  4 
the  ^resplendeat  abiiities  of  a  < 
weneral,  aad  upoaihe  errors  of  the  «aemy<? 
IMd  they  mean  ta  aftna  ihaialltkeMr  plans 
amovated  only  ta  that?  The  Aiattle  of  4^ 
cartainhr  pwdictimi^rf  asaat 
ommftiMKrfike  Soi&'if 
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Spain;  the  raising  of  the  tiega  of  CadiJB, 
mod  the  occupation  of  Madrid  by  our 
troops.  But  did  it  secure  those  advan- 
tages? Did  they  remain  permanent?  Was 
lord  Wellington  able  to  pursue  Marmont? 
No.  He  was  not  able  to  do  that,  which  so 
obTiously  he  ought  to  have  done,  because 
Joseph's  army,  reinforced  by  the  corps 
from  Suchet,  was  hanging  on  his  flank, 
and  afterwards  on  his  rear.  It  was  neces^ 
•ary  to  disperse  that  army.  He  did  so, 
and  entered  Madrid.  Could  he  then 
inarch  southward  to  pursue  the  career  of 
|iis  conquests  ?  No.  He  found  that  the 
corps  which  he  had  so  lately  defeated,  the 
army  over  which  he  had  so  recently  tri- 
umphed, was  strong  again,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  direct  his  course  to  the  north 
once  more,  to  meet  them.  Then  followed 
the  siese  of  Burgos,  and  all  he  should  say 
vpoa  that  subject  was«  that  so  fisr  from 
considering  as  a  disappointment  the  failure 
of  lord  Wellington  in  his  attempt  to  re- 
duce that  fortress— it  was  madness  to  sup* 
pose  that  a  fortress  of  such  a  description 
could  be  reduced  by  a  few  guns.  He 
could  not  conceive,  indeed,  how  any  cal- 
culations founded  upon  success  could  be 
entertained,  when  lord  Wellington's  means 
were  confessedly  inadequate  according  to 
all  the  established  rules  of  war. 

Again,  when  it  was  understood,  so  far 
back  as  the  month  of  June  last,  that  lord 
Wellinffton  was  advancing  into  Spain,  was 
ft  possible  not  to  see  that  France,  being 
engaged  in  a  war  with  Russia,  must  neces- 
aarily  detach  a  jpreat  part  of  her  force  to 
that  quarter  of  Europe,  and  that  then  was 
the  moment,  not  only  in  reference  to  that 
event,  but  also  to  the  temper  of  the  Spa- 
Bish  nation,  to  send  out  sufficient  rein- 
forcements to  enable  lord  Wellington  to 
proceed  upon  a  large  and  effective  scale 
of  operations  ?  Without  such  reinforce- 
ments it  was  manifestly  imprudent  to  ad- 
Vance  into  Spain.  He  (marquis  Wellesley) 
at  that  period  holding  the  teals  of  office, 
bad  repeatedly  urged  in  his  dispatches 
that  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  to  ad- 
Tance  into  Spaiti  without  such  a  command- 
ing force,  and  such  co-operation  as  would 
mlmost  secure  succeu;  under  any  other 
circumstances  it  was  not  only  disadvanta- 
geous to  the  cause,  but  it  was  perilous  to 
the  parties.  Now,  how  was  lord  Welling- 
ton reinforced  ?  On  the  21st  of  X)ctober 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  retire  from 
Burgos :  on  the  25th  he  saw  the  French 
army,  and  we  knew  from  his  dispatches 
that  they  were  greatly  mpmor  to  hiaowD 
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force,  especially  in  cavalry,  the  most 
dreadful  of  all  species  of  superiority  in 
that  country.  He  (marquis  Wellealey) 
had  a  right  therefore  to  assume,  that  on 
the  25th  of  October,  that  army  which 
lord  Wellington  had  conquered  on  the 
plains  of  Salamanca,  that  army  which 
he  had  driven  before  him  on  that  memor^ 
able  day,  with  a  grandeur  of  military 
achievement  which  the  language  of  histoiy 
or  poetry  could  never  equal,  which  ima* 
gination  herself  could  not  decorate  with  m 
splendor  beyond  the  colouring  of  troth, 
and  which  ranked  him  among  the  most 
renowned  generals  of  this  or  any  other 
age,  he  had  a  right  to  infor  that  that  army 
had  received  strong  and  efficient  reinforce" 
ments  since  the  battle  of  Salamanca.  Nofr» 
where  was  lord  Wellington's  reinforce- 
ments during  the  same  period  ?  Scattered 
every  where :  some  in  port  at  home,  some 
on  the  ocean,  and  some  landed  at  toe 

great  a  distance  to  be  of  any  use.  Fifteen 
uiidred  men  reached  him*  on  the  24tb» 
four  days  after  he  had  begun  his  retreat* 
Where  were  the  others?  One  regiment 
advanced  as  far  as  Benevento,  and  were 
forced  to  retreat  again  to  the  frontiers. 
Two  regiments  were  landed  at  Corunna, 
and  were  re-embarked  for  List>on,  where 
they  arrived  just  in  time,  probably,  to 
reach  lord  Wellington  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  campaign,  certainly  not 
much  sooner. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  war  in  the 
peninsula — such  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  conducted — and  he  would  ask 
their  lordships  whether,  if  the  same  ezer^ 
tions  had  been  used  by  the  ministers  in 
this  country  as  were  employed  by  the 
enemy,  might  not  lord  Wellmgton  have 
been  able  to  prosecute  to  their  full  extent 
bis  operations  against  Burgos  ?  He  woukl 
now,  however,  call  their  attention  for  m 
few  moments  to  the  Sicilian  expedition^ 
as  it  had  been  denominated.  He  had 
stated  that  the  plan  of  that  expedition  had 
been  concerted  with  lord  Wellington 
when  he  was  before  Badajos.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  improved  fortune  of  oer 
a£&irs  in  Italy,  it  was  thought  that  a  part 
of  our  force  might  be  spared  to  co-operate 
with  our  armies  in  Spain :  and,  if  it  had 
arrived  at  the  proper  season  on  the  south- 
east coast  of  that  countrv,  at  the  time 
when  lord  Wellington  folly  expected  it» 
Suchet  would  have  been  uuerly  unable  to 
detach  a  corps  to  reinforce  Joseph's  army : 
Joseph  must  rather  have  hastened  to  as- 
sist Suchet.    Soch  a  timely  arriTa)  vonU 
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have  been  a  real  service:  bot  Kifce  «ll  the 
rest  of  tbe  tyttem,  it  was  imperfect  ez* 
•ctly  at  that  moment  when  it  was  most  re* 
qaiied  to  be  perfect ;  something  was  done, 
bat  not  all ;  and  what  was  done  was  of  no 
ttse.  The  first  di?ision  arrived  in  the 
course  of  June,  bat  it  was  so  small  that  it 
coold  efiect  nothing.  Sucbet,  meanwhile, 
wrote  to  Joseph  that  he  could  not  proceed 
with  his  whole  corps»  but  that  he  sent  him 
a  reinforcement,  and  which  reinforcement 
it  afterwards  proved,  had  the  effect  of 
subverting  every  great  object  of  the  cam- 
p«gn,  Sochet  hiui  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  the  Sicilian  expedition  in  the  force 
to  which  it  at  that  period  amoanted.  Some 
time  afterwards,  however--<aboat  the  end 
of  July— arrived  the  rema'mder.  They 
appeared  on  the  coast  of  Catalonia,  and  he 
was  very  moch  afraid,  though  he  was  for 
from  intending  to  impute  blame  to  any 
of  the  commanders  concerned  in  that  ex* 
pedition,  that  all  they  did  was  to  excite 
the  Catalonians  to  a  demonstration  of  at* 
Uclunent  to  the  British  and  Spanish  cause, 
which  led,  in  the  result,  to  dreadful  execu* 
tioDS  among  them.  It  had  left  also,  on 
the  minds  of  the  Catalonians,  sentiments 
of  SBspieton,  alienation,  and  hatred,  which 
it  would  be  difficult,  he  apprehended,  to 
eradicate.  It  was  thought  advisable,  that 
this  expedition  should  operate  either  at 
Barcelona  or  Tarragona,  or  some  part  in- 
Urmediate :  but  at  last  they  arriveo  where 
BO  human  being  could  have  anticipated 
their  presence,  and  then  became  utterly 
extinct  as  to  any  efficient  purpose  to  the 
prosecution  ofthe  war.  He  had  been  told 
there  were  various  ways  of  accounting  for 
this  indecision  :  at  onetime  it  was  thought 
this  place  would  be  the  best  at  which  to 
disembark;  and  then  another,  till  at  last 
the  very  worst  place  of  all  was  adopted. 
He  had  often  beard  that  it  was  the  great- 
est trial  of  a  powerful  mind,  to  decide 
between  two  conflicting  difficulties:  he 
was  sere  it  was  the  test  of  a  weak  mind,  to 
be  placed  between  two  advantages,,  and 
not  knew  which  to  choose.  The  feature 
of  the  present  case,  however,  was^  that 
both  the  advantages  were  lost,  and  only 
this  disadvantage  gained,  that  a  warlike 
and  lofty  province  of  Spain  had  been,  as 
far  as  it  was  possible  such  true  Spanish 
patriots  coald  be,  alienated  from  the  Spa- 
nish cause  by  the  vacillation  and  indeci- 
sion of  their  alHes.  And  what  had  been 
the  ultimate  result  of  all  those  proceed- 
ines  ?  They  had  been  told  in  the  Speech, 
indeed,  that  the  result  was  nothing,  more 


than  the  consequeace  of  the  concentration 
of  the  French  armies,  as  if  lord  Welling- 
ton's retreat  was  merely  a  military  ma- 
noeuvre :  and  then  followed  the  mon- 
stroQs  proposition,  that  it  was  ftivourabla 
to  the  interests  and  resources  of  the  Spa- 
nish nation.  He  hoped  some  explanation 
would  be  given  of  that  assertion ;  for  it 
was  most  injurious  both  to  this  country 
and  to  Spain.  Before  be  could  subscribe 
to  it  be  must  learn  to  think  in  direct  con* 
tradiction  to  every  sentiment  he  had  ever 
felt,  and  to  every  principle  he  had  ever 
known,  either  from  reading  or  experi- 
ence. Had  the  south  of  Spain  been  deli* 
vered  ?  Did  the  minister  mean  to  say  thag 
in  point  of  fact,  the  south  of  Spain  was  not 
now  trader  the  dominion  of  France  ?  He 
was  perfectly  satisfied  that  his  noble 
friend,  than  whom  he  knew  no  man  more 
sincerely  honest,  had  never  seen  a  Spanish 
army,  as  it  had  been  his  (the  marquis's) 
misfortune  to  do.  If  he  had,  he  would 
have  known  that  the  army  of  Ballasteroe 
was  utterly  incapable  of  making  any 
stand  against  two  such  armies  as  those  of 
Soult  and  Suchet;  and  that  Ballasteroe, 
instead  of  resigning  his  command,  would 
have  found  the  materials  of  it  vanished  ia 
an  instant,  when  opposed  to  the  troops  of 
the  two  French  generals  already  men- 
tioned. 

In  moving  from  Burgos,  lord  Welling* 
ton  found  himself  pursuit  by  a  force  much 
superior  to  that  under  his  command,  and 
without  meaning  to  make  any  desponding 
statements,  he  would  ask,  this  being  the 
end  of  the  campaign,  what  real  progress 
had  been  made  towards  the  gfeat  object 
of  the  contest?  With  regard  to  what  was 
to  be  the  object  of  the  war  in  Spain,  three 
schemes  had  been  successively  devised: 
two  were  only  talked  of,  and  the  third 
was  practised.  The  first  was  grounded  on 
an  idea  that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  em- 
bark as  a  principal  in  the  contest,  unless 
some  other  power,  by  its  co-operation,  di- 
verted the  forces  of  France  from  being  all 
concentrated  towards  that  one  point,  the 
subjusation  of  Spain.  From  that  policy  he 
had  always  difl&red  upon  principte*-but 
this  fact  was  at  least  deducible  from  it, 
that  our  resources  were  considered  by 
those  who  maintained  the  opinion  to  be 
insufficient  to  carry  on  the  war  as  prin- 
cipals upan  an  adequate  scale,  and  that 
we  must  therefore  await  a  more  fhvourable 
opportunity*  His  view  of  it  bad  been, 
that  we  should  engage  as  principals,  and 
that  in  order  to  amrd  a  chance  of  diver- 
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iion  in  otker  parts  cf  £mt)pe,  H  was  neces- 
sary 40  urge  the  Spanub  war  with  our  ut- 
most Tigour  4uwl  witk  the  |[reatest  effect. 
7he  second  plan  Was,  that  it  would  be 
priideitt  and  highly  'expedient  to  make 
ciKenioils  opon  a  large  scale,  adequate 
tso  the  destruction  of  the  French  power  in 
Spain.  Both  these  plans  were  different  in 
their  principles,  ana  yet  both  were  con- 
iistent  upon  their  6wn  principles.  Ifour 
resources  were  really  inadequate,  then  the 
til  St  plan  was  very  jast  and  proper :  but  if, 
«s  be  held,they  were  adequate  to  extensive 
<merations,  then  tbe  second  plan  was  eb> 
^idusly  the  fittest  to  adopt.  -  Bot  the  plan 
4>f  all  ethers,  which  all  mankind  must  re- 
probate %od  reject,  was  that  plan  of  cm>- 
ptoying  tbe  pesources,  of  exposing  the 
ainewsof  oarttrenglh,  to  hourly  tlanger; 
t>earing  hard  upon  oar  finances,  yet  ac- 
vomplishing  peitber  object,  but  ^ling 
dead,  as  it  were,  between  both.  Such  a 
plan  as  this  erery  one  must  concur  in  con- 
<d^mnlng.  It  was  essentially  hostile  to  the 
principle  of  economy;  it  was  expenee 
witbotit  fmit ;  and  yet  that  was  the  system 
-which  had  been  pursued  during  the  last 
«nd  during  the  preceding  campaign.  A 
■vast  expenee  of  blood  and  treasure  had 
been  lavished,  and  our  resources  enfeebled, 
-without  acoompliahing  any  one  definite  or 
precise  object.  When-  it  was  to  end  he 
4Enew  not ;  but  it  would  be  -Invidioos  to 
call  upon  him  or  any  one,  to  say  how 
closely  calamity  miffht  tread  upon  the 
Ibotsteps  of  error*  When  France  wm  me- 
ditating fresh  wars  in  the  north  of  Europe, 
•nnd  when  we  saw  Russia  prepared  to  re- 
^i  her  ambKious  designs  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, what 'more  Tigoroosor  effectual 
assistance  could  we  have  given  to  Russia 
than  by  prosecotivg  the  war  in  Spain  ? 
'The  best  succour  we  could  give  to  that 
country,  the  most  essential  aid  that  we 
ceukl  bestow,  was  by  carrying  on  the  war 
In  the  peninsula  upon  a  broad  and  exten*- 
sivescale  of  operations  ;  but  it  was  not  so 
carried  on,  and  he  charged  upon  tbac  sys- 
tem, therefore,  in  thrfirst  instance  a  de- 
fection from  the  cause  of  Russia.  He 
did  not,  indeed,  mean  to  dispute  that  tbe 
events  of  the  last  campaign  tiad  not  been 
heneficial  to  Spmn,  bot  bis  objection  was 
^hat  those  benefits  were  imperfectly  se- 
cured, and  that  they  ooold  not  be  expected 
to  be  permanent.  On^  all-tbeae  grounds 
<»)nsidlering  ministers  as  culpable  in  with- 
heMiug  needful  supplies,  before  be  could 
ag^  to  that  part  of  the  Speech  which 
-spoke  <ef  the  exertions  of  the  Spanish  na- 


tion,  hemust  he  informed  where  the  bene* 
fits  arising  out  of  th^  ex^rtiona  were  t^ 
be  found. 

The  Dobte  marquis,  next,  dismissing  tbe 
topic  ef  the  peninsular  war,  adverteid  t# 
the  hopes  .heU  out  -of  a  diversion  froqa 
Sweden,  in  favour  of  tbe  operatiens  of 
Russia.  He  could,  not  oenoeive  any  thing 
more  erroneous  in  policy  or  in  co*opera^ 
tioa  than  the  line  of  conduct  pursued  witk 
regard  to  this  power.  As  it  appeared  te 
his  mind,  a  more  extraordinary  act  of  di* 
phmacy  had  tmvtr  oceurred  than  the 
Treaty  which  oar  ministers  had  concluded 
with  iie  government  of  Sweden.  It  waa 
a  treaty  which  promised  •every  advantage 
to  Sweden  without  guaranteeing  any  to 
England.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  treaty  ia  whiob* 
as  it  had  been  once  vdiimsically  obaervmi 
upon  a  similar  contract,  the  reciprocity 
was  all  on  one  aide ;  for  we  had  engagea 
to  afibrd  Sweden  ail  the  assistance  in  oor 
power,  in  her  operations  against  the  ene- 
my, or  for  her  own  protection,  while  no* 
thing  appMU*ed  likely  to  be  done  for  us  or 
ibr  our.allies  on  her  part.  An  expedition 
was,  indeed,  projected  and  expectod  to  sail 
from  Sweden,  with  a  view  to  co-operate 
with  Russia ;  but  that  object  was  soon 
abandoned ;  no  expedition  ever  did  sail  ; 
and  in  consequence  of  that  abaadomBeni 
general  Victor,  who,^  with  hia  force,  waited 
in  Swedish  Pomerania,  to  meet  the  appro- 
bended  diversion,  wos  enobbd  to  witlw 
draw,  and  bis  division  actually  formed  m 
part  of  the  army  with  which  Buenapart£ 
made  his  way  to  Moscow.  Such  was  the 
important  effect  of  the  inactivity  of  Swo- 
den,  and  for  that  inactivity^  so  injurious  to 
the  objects  of  the  war,  it  was  for  ministers, 
in  their  diplomatic  management  withSwo* 
den,  to  account.  This  account,  indeed* 
they  were  bound,  for  their  own  justifica- 
tion, to  produce.  At  a  meeting  which  had 
taken  place  at  Abo  about  tbe  end  of  July, 
between  the  emperor  Alexander,  lord 
Cathcart,  and  the  crown  prince  of  Swe- 
den, it  was  understood  to  have  been  or- 
ranged,  that  the  expedition  already  al- 
luded to,  was  to  have  been  dispatched 
from  Sweden ;  and  so  cordially  it  seemed 
did  ministers  eater  into  the  project— -so 
promptly  did  they  determine  to  fi>rwaid 
its  progress,  with  a  riew  to  impede  the 
army  of  France,  that  transports  for  the 
conv^ance  of  the  Swedish  expedittoa 
were  ordered  to  sail  from  Sbeernessoa 
the  l^th  of  September,  and  Buonapovt6 
entered  Moscow  on  the  14th  of  the  sanse 
month!    So.  toed'>tkis  grand  and  moch 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SS] 


OR  opening  the  Skision. 


Nov.  30,  1812. 


[34 


talked  of  expe<Ktion.  What  sort  of  ex- 
planation ministers  bad  it  in  thejr  power 
to  give  ypon  this  subject,  he  couM  not 
pretend  to  conjecture;  but  it  appeared 
most  extraordinary,  that  after  the  meeting 
and  discussion  he  had  just  mentioned,  mi- 
nisters  should  not  have  been  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  real  disposition  of  the  crown 

Srince  of  Sweden,  or  that  they  should  not 
ave  taken  measures  to  ascertain  whether 
any  change  had  taken  place  in  that  dispo- 
sition before  the  useless  dispatch  of  the 
transports. — With  respect  to  Russia,  while 
he  was  fully  disposed  to  concur  in  the  pa- 
negyric pronounced  upon  the  magnani- 
mity displayed  by  that  power,  he  would 
jak,  what  assistance  had  our  ministers  af- 
forded to  encourage  the  display  or  to  aid 
the  operation  of  that  magnanimity  ?  This 
be  was  at  a  loss  to  know,  except  the  send- 
ing the  Russians  about  50,000  arms,  with 
lords  Cathcart  and  Walpole,  who  were  no 
doubt  inaportant  instruments  to  aid  a  great 
empire,  in  extricating  itself  from  its  diffi- 
culties and  repelling  a  formidable  foe, 
were  to  be  viewed  in  this  light. 

Upon  the  subject  of  America  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words ;  and  first 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that  a 
more  unjust  attack  was  never  made  upon 
the  peace  of  any  nation  than  that  of  the 
American  government  upon  this  country, 
Bor  could  any  cause  be  imagined  more 
completely  just  than  that  which  this  coun- 
try had  to  oppose  to  America.  But  he 
Inost  confess  that  he  heard  with  surprise 
the  parage  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne, 
which  sanctioned  the  opinion  that  minis- 
ters still  hoped  for  pacification  with  Ame- 
rica in  consequence  of  something  done 
previous  to  their  declaration  of  war ;  iie 
itieant  with  surprise,  in  consequence  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  this  hope  was 
understood  to  rest.  Nothing  appeared 
more  preposterous  than  the  calculation  that 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  would 
serve  to  pacify  America;  for  these  orders 
were  never  in  fact  the  point  at  issue.  Of 
the  conduct  of  this  government  through- 
out its  discussions  with  that  of  America, 
he  was  pretty  accurately  informed,  and  he 
was  folly  prepared  to  defend  it,  especially 
that  part  of  the  discussion  in  which  he 
was  personally  concerned.  But  he  would 
maintain,  as  he  bad  uniformly  stated,  that 
the  dispute  with  America  did  not  origmate 
or  rest  upon  the  Orders  in  Council,  but 
referred  to  higher  questions,  to  topics 
deeply  affecting  our  great  maritime  rights, 
to  points,  indeed,  of  such  importance,  that 
( VOL.  XXIV. ) 


according  to  his  fullest  conviction,  the 
British  government  could  not  concede  to 
the  pretensions  of  America  without  throw- 
ing into  her  hands  the  trident  of  the  main, 
k  would  not  avail  ministers  to  repeat  the 
assertions  of  those  who  expressed  such 
sanguine  opinions  as  to  the  probable  result 
of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  for 
these  assertions  furnished  no  answer  to 
his  view  of  the  subject.  They  might  in* 
deed  be  adduced  in  reference  to  some  no* 
ble  lords  near  him,  from  whom  ministers 
borrowed  this  measure  of  repeal.  Yes, 
they  abandoned  their  own  opinion  upon 
that  question,  and  adopted  that  of  their 
adversaries,  which  no  doubt  furnished  a 
strong  proof  of  their  vigour,  firmness,  and 
perseverance.  But  even  with  reference 
to  those  adversaries,  ministers  could  not 
now  rest  upon  formerly  expressed  opi- 
nions or  predictions  as  to  the  consequence 
to  be  expected  from  a  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council ;  because,  although  they 
agreed  to  the  measure  upon*the  advice  of 
their  adversaries,  they  acted  upon  it  in  an 
opposite  spirit.  They  were  dilatory,  and 
apparently  reluctant  in  the  adoption  of 
this  measure  of  repeal,  and  they  ought, 
upon  various  grounds,  to  have  seen  its  ut- 
ter inefficiency  to  pacify  America.  They 
oueht,  in  fact,  to  have  expected  and  been 
fully  prepared  for  war  with  America; 
they  ought,  as  statesmen,  to  have  known 
that  the  American  government  had  been 
long  infected  with  a  deadly  hatred  to- 
wards this  country,  and  (if  he  might  be 
allowed  an  unusual  application  of  a  word) 
with  a  deadly  affection  towards  France. 
It  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  governments 
were  not  as  likely  as  individuals  to  be  "in- 
fluenced by  passion— that  they  were  not 
more  apt  to  act  from  the  impulse  of  their 
own  vices  or  corruptions  than  from  a  con- 
sideration of  the  interest  of  those  over 
whom  they  presided.  Therefore  no  states- 
man should  or  would  conclude,  thlit  be- 
cause It  was  contrary  to  the  interest  of  the 
American  people  to  engage  in  war  willi 
this  country,  the  American  government 
would  shrink  from  such  a  measure.  In- 
deed, in  this  instance  no  such  conclusion 
could  be  deemed  in  the  slightest  degree 
excusable,  for  the  disposition  of  the  Ame- 
rican government  was  quite  evident,  and 
therefore  common  policy  should  have 
urged  ministers  to  prepare  fully  for  the 
event,  and  they  should  have  made  ade- 
quate exertion  either  to  pacify,  to  intimi* 
date,  or  to  punish  America.  No  means 
should  have  been  unprovided  effectually 
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to  repel  the  audacious  attack  which  the 
American  govemment  had  Teotared  to 
make  upon  us.  Nothing  of  this  kind, 
however,  had  been  done,  and  America  had 
been  suffered  to  commence,  and,  for  a 
time,  to  carry  on  hostilities,  even  un- 
tbreatened  with  danger  to  herself.  That 
attack  would  yet,  he  trusted,  be  completely 
avenged;  that  the  most  extensive  ex- 
ertions would  be  made  to  convince  the 
American  government  of  its  folly  and 
desperation,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
best  hope  of  peace  with  that  government 
would  rest  upon  the  manly  and  ^tgorous 
employment  of  our  resources  to  make  it 
feel  sensibly  the  consequences  of  war. 

The  oqly  remaining  topic  in  the  Speech 
to  which  he  had  to  refer,  was  that  with 
respect  to  India,  in  which  he  felt  a  pecg- 
liar  interest.  And  here  he  would  repeat 
the  wish  which  he  took  occasion  to  ex- 

{»ress  last  session,  that  the  afi&irs  of  our 
ndian  empire  should  be  fully  investigated 
by  their  lordships  before  any  system  for 
iu  future  government  was  finally  deter- 
mined upon.  He  meant  that  the  whole 
question  should  be  brought  before  their 
lordships,  not  in  the  shape  of  a  bill  for 
legislation,  as  it. was  proposed  last  session, 
but  in  a  distinct  and  separate  form  for  de- 
liberate in(}iiiry,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
examined  in  all  its  details.  He  was  happy 
to  learn  that  his  noble  friend  at  the  head 
of  ^he  Board  of  Controul,  was  diligenUy 
employed  in  considering  this  subject,  and 
he  trusted  that  the  result  of  his  intelligent 
deliberation  would  be  the  suggestion  of  a 
course  of  measures,  creditable  to  himself, 
honourable  to  this  nation,  advantageous 
to  the  interests  of  the  whole  empire,  but 
above  all,  calculated  to  promote  the  inte- 
rest and  happiness  of  the  great  mass  of 
population  subject  to  our  dominion  in  In- 
dia. He  again  expressed  his  hope  that 
the  concerns  of  India  would  be  fully  dis- 
cusseii  before  an  attempt  was  made  to 
pass  any  law  upon  the  subject. 

Having  thus  observed  at  considerable 
length  upon  all  the  topics  embraced  in 
the  Speech,  he  would  now  proceed  very 
briefly  to  mention  an  omission  of  great 
importance  to  the  country,  and  which  he 
regretted  exceedingly;  be  meant,  the 
Catholic  Question.  Before  he  concluded, 
he  fell  particularly  called  up6n  to  advert 
to  this  omission,  which  he  could  not  help 
noticing  wiih  surprize  and  sorrow.  He 
was  certainly  surprised  and  sorry  to  per- 
ceive, that  after  all  that  had  passed  upon 
this  subject — after  all  that  bad  occurred 


The  Prince  B^au'i  Speech  [36 

in  discussion,  and  been  excited  in  hope, 
no  disposition  whatever  was  expressed  to 
conciliate  the  Catholics,  or  to  adjust  their 
claims.  It  was  in  the  recollection  of  their 
lordships  what  had  taken  place  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  both  in  that  and 
the  other  House  of  Parliament.  That  in 
the  latter,  indeed,  a  distinct  pledse  had 
been  entered  into,  fully  to  consider  the 
Catholic  Question,  with  a  view  to  an  ul- 
timate and  satisfactory  arrangement.  Was 
it  now  resolved  to  relinquish  this  pledge, 
to  set  aside  all  that  had  been  done?  There 
were  too  many  grounds  of  suspicion  upon 
this  subject.  Recollecting  the  expression 
of  the  noble  earl  opposite,  and  now  at 
the  head  of  his  Majesty's  government, 
(Liverpool),  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, that  he  would  oppose  no  barrier  to 
the  fair  discussion  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
he  could  not  doubt  his  candour,  but  yet 
he  had  heard  of  several  proceedings,  both 
iq  this  country  and  in  Ireland,  where,  to 
use  an  old  phrase  of  lord  Camden,  the 
hand  and  fingers  of  government  were 
"  very  visible.''  Indeed,  so  anxidus  was 
government  considered  in  its  hostility  to 
the  cause  of  the  Catholics,  that  one  cause 
of  the  dissolution  of  parliament  was  said 
to  be  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  pledge  of 
the  other  House  upon  the  subject ;  and  if 
the  rumours  afloat  were  founded,  that 
statement  would  appear  not  improbable. 
For  according  to  this  rumour  it  was  the 
intention  of  ministers,  after  the  Houses 
had  sat  for  a  few  days,  to  adjust  some 
matters  immediately  necessary  to  their 
own  objects,  to  propose  an  adjournment 
for  two  months.  If  so,  the  practical  effect 
of  such  an  adjournment  Would  be  to  evade 
the  pledge  for  taking  the  Catholic  Ques- 
tion into  early  considefation,  which,  com- 
bined with  the  omission  in  the  Speech, 
was  a  bad  omen  for  the  Catholics.  He 
did  not  mean  at  present  to  discuss  the  pro- 
posed conduct  of  ministers,  or  to  cast  any 
blame  upon  them,  but  merely  to  ask,  and 
he  should  be  glad  to  know  precisely  their 
intention,  what  was  the  state  of  the  ques- 
tion, namely,  whether  all  that  had  passed 
was  to  be  regarded  as  gone  et  nil,  and  tha( 
the  question  was  to  be  returned  to  again 
as  a  fYf  inieger  ?•— There  were  some  words, 
he  observed,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Speech  not,  he  presumed  as  a  matter  of 
course,  in  praise  of  the  constitution.  In- 
deed there  was  a  report  that  ministers  had 
it  in  contemplation  to  propose  an  exten- 
sion of  the  duration  of  parliament  upon 
the  demise  of  the  crown ;  but  this  praise 
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of  the  constitation,  combined  with  the 
opinion  he  entertained  of  the  principles  of 
his  noble  friend  at  the  bead  of  the  admi- 
nistration, destroyed  all  belief  in  the  ru- 
mour. He  could  not  suppose  it  possible 
that  his  noble. friend  would  for  one  mo- 
ment entertain  an  opinion  so  fraught  with 
alarm,  and  so  incapable  of  excuse  upon 
any  pretence  of  utility  or  convenience. 
No,  he  was  sure  his  noble  friend  had  too 
much  roTerence  for  the  ancient  mo- 
narchical parliamentary  constitution  of  the 
country,  to  meditate  such  an  innovation  as 
might  lead  to  the  most  perilous  conse- 
quences—to consequences,  indeed,  which, 
from  the  recently  disturbed  state  of  the 
public  mind,  h«  could  not,  he  must  con- 
lete,  contemplate  without  dismay.— But  to 
return  to  the  panegyric  which  the  Speech 
contained  upon  the  constitution,  they 
might  hope  that  it  did  not  imply  any  hos* 
tile  reference  to  the  Catholic  cause — ^The 
noble  marquis  finally  recapitulated  the  se- 
veral heads  of  his  argument  with  regard 
to  the  j|var  in  ^pain,  the  Swedish  diversion, 
the  co-operation  with  Russia,  the  rupture 
with  America,  the  calm  and  deliberate 
discussion  necessary  previous  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  East  India  question,  and  the 
adjustment  of  the  Catholic  claims,  and 
concluded  with  expressing  his  opinion, 
that  increased  exertion  must  be  made  to 
strengthen  our  army  in  the  peninsula,  or 
itwoold  be  cruel  towards  ourselves,  and 
our  allies  to  continue  the  contest— to  per- 
severe in  an  useless  effusion  of  blood  and 
expenditure  of  money.  For  without  ad- 
ditional strength,  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  object  of  the  war  could  not  be  attain- 
ed, and  that  the  continuance  of  the 
struggle,  instead  of  being  advantageous  to 
this  country,  to  Spain,  or  to  the  continent, 
would  have  a  directly  different  operation. 
Having  expressed  these  opinions,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  propose  any  amendment ; 
but  he  trusted  that  such  attention  would 
be  paid  to  the  suggestions  he  had  thrown 
out  as  their  validity  might  demand  from 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  whose  system  if 
longer  pursued  it  would  be  impossible  to 
endure. 

The  Earl  of  Lhtfpooi  rose  in  reply  to 
the  statements  and  reasoning  of  the 
noble  marquis,  from  whom  he  differed 
m  some  as  he  agreed  with  him  in  other 
of  the  opinions  he  had  just  expressed. 
In  none  did  he  more  cordially  concur 
than  in  that  which  went  to  the  situa 
tton  of  the  country,  which  ought  to  "be 
fairly^  plainly,  and  clearly  before  parlia- 
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ment.  He  vindicated  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters, who  were  ready  to  submit  the 
whole  of  their  proceedings  and  policy  to 
the  strictest  scrutiny,  whether  referring  to 
the  civil  or  military  government  of  the 
country — whether  referring  to  disaster  or 
to  triumph— whether  furnishing  matter 
for  congratulation,  or  events  to  de- 
plore. With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  he  had  read  enough  of  the  history  of 
wars  to  enable  him  to  pronounce,  that 
those  ^ho  therein  looked  tor  unmixed  suc- 
cess and  exemption  from  every  species 
of  reverse  or  exemption  from  misfortune, 
built,  indeed,  upon  an  unstable  foundation, 
and  rested  on  hopes  which  must  turn  out 
to  be  chimerical.  But  he  trusted  that 
where  misfortune  occurred,  the  mind  of  par- 
liament and  the  public  was  too  considerate 
and  just,  not  to  dbtinguisb  between  thai 
which  was  attributable  to  the  contingen- 
cies of  war  and  which  resulted  from  in* 
evitable  circumstances,  and  that  for  which 
ministers  or  their  agents  might^be  deemed 
fairly  responsible.  The  war  in  the  penin- 
sula,— he  repeated  the  opinion  which  he 
expressed  at  the  outset — the  war  in  Spain 
he  regarded  as  a  new  era  in  the  history  of 
modern  wars,  because  in  that  case  the  peo- 
ple were  most  active  in  repelling  their  in* 
vaders.  Unlike  the  people  of  Germany 
and  Italy,  who  were  passive  spectators  of 
the  conflict  produced  by  French  invasion, 
the  Spaniards  were  most  forward  to  contend 
for  the  independence  and  old  establish- 
ments of  their  country,  therefore  their 
cause  held  out  an  encouraging  prospect 
and  a  good  example,  which  the  people  of 
Russia  were  now  so  nobly  emulating.  It 
was  this  exhibition  of  a  hiffh  national 
spirit  which  originally  induced  him  to  be- 
come an  advocate  for  those  measures  of 
assistance  which  the  Spaniards  had  re* 
ceif  ed  from  this  country.  Indeed  if  this 
country  had  not  afforded  that  aid,  it  would, 
in  his  judgment,  have  betrayed  an  indif- 
ference, not  only  to  every  high  sentiment 
of  liberty,  but  every,  even  the  most  com- 
mon notions  of  policy.  But  while  his  ob- 
ject was  to  assist  Spain,  to  afford  to  the 
Spanish  people  and  to  Europe  the  means 
of  profiting  by  the  circumstances  which 
appeared  so  promising,  he  was  certainly 
not  so  sanguine  as  many  others  who  con- 
curred with  him  as  to  the  policy  of  grant- 
ing the  assistance.  Whatever  the  result 
might  be  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  Eng- 
land to  make  an  attempt  in  favour  of 
Spain.  The  real  question  therefore  was, 
whether  the  exertions  of  Britain    wer^ 
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coomensurate  with  her  means  and  re* 
sources,  as  well  as  with  the  importance  of 
the  object  the  attainment  of  which  was  in 
Tiew.  This  was  the  true  question.  With 
regard  then  to  the  quantum  or  amount  in 
the  aid  to  be  afforded,  and  also  whether 
th^  aid  were  equal  to  th^  end,  he  could 
say,  as  to  the  first,  that  the  utmost  had 
been  done  for  Spain  which,  consistently 
with  a  due  attention  to  other  objects,  it 
was  possible  for  government  to  accom- 
plish. It  was  for  those  who  maintained 
the  contrary  tp  shew  how  and  where  moi:e 
might  have  been  done,  and  he  was  asto- 
nished at  the  difierent  manner  in  which 
the  noble  marquis  had  t,reated^he  subject. 
He  had  examined  it  with  the  eye  of  a 
statesman ;  for  the  exertions  of  a  country 
must  depend  on  the  means  which  that 
country  possessed.  It  might  be  said  that 
in  all  contests  great  exertions  had  been^ 
made;  but  instead  of  this  general  asser- 
tion, ^e  wished  the  noble  marqub  had 
sjiew^  or  would  shew  him  how  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  greater  efforts  could  have  been 
made  than  had  actually  been  made  by  the 
British  government.  As  to  the  equality 
of  our  means  to  the  end  in  view,  our  gal- 
lant commander  in  the  peninsula  had 
never  been  deceived  by  government  with 
respect  to  the  means  in  its  power  to  aflbrd, 
nor  bad  any  aid  that  o6icer  required  ever 
been  refused.  It  would,  indeed,  have  been 
an  injustice  to  bim,  to  our  ally  and  to  the 
country,  to  have  deceived  bim  on  such 
points.  Then  considering  the  subject  in 
all  its  bearings,  how  could  any  blame  be 
imputable  to  ministers?  He  admitted, 
that  at  the  period  when  the  French  army 
were  so  engaged  with  Russia,  the  oppor- 
tunity  might  be  more  favourable  for  a  dis- 
tinguished effort  in  the  peninsula ;  but 
considering  the  uncertainty  of  war,  and 
the  responsibility  -of  government  for  the 
perpetual  protection  and  safety  of  the 
empire,  he  would  ask,  whether  it  would 
be  consistent  with  it^s  duty,  for  one  extra- 
ordinary effort,  to  throw  away  the  n»eatvi 
of  future  exertion;  that  knowing  thenkost 
brilliant  campaign  has  often  no  decisive 
influence  uppn  the  fate  of  war,  whether  a 
wise  govern mient  should  cast  all  on  one 
die — should  bazsu-d  the  n^in  power,  the 
heart's  blood  of  a  country,  merely  to 
make  a  flourish — to  risk  perpetual  streogtb 
for  the  peculiar  triumph  of  one  year  ?  A 
government  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  resourcea  of  a  great  empire 
wer^  boond  to  recoUeet  that  their  cases 
ivere,  not  momentary  but  everldfi^ing  j  ool  < 


partial  but  entire ;  and  that  they  had  to 
provide  for  the  future  as  well  as  the  pre- 
sent, and  look  to  the  safety  of  the  whole, 
not  to  the  display  of  some  brilliant  ex- 
ploit upon  a  part.  The  country  ought  to 
know  what  exertions  had  actually  been 
made,  and  it  ^ould  be  convinced  of  their^ 
sufficiency.  But  when  the  assertion  was 
made  that  more  ought  to  have  been  done  for 
the  peninsula ;  to  refute  this  argument  he 
would  beg  the  House  to  consider  aqd  com- 
psire,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  comparison, 
to  look  to  the  proudest  periods  of  our  his- 
tory—to the  periods  of  king  William  and 
queen  Anne,  when  the  great  duke  of 
Marlborough  wielded  the  energies  of  the 
natipn  with  so  much  glory  and  success. 
Let  all  the  relative  circumstances  be  fairly 
taken  into  view,  (the  increase  of  populft- 
tion  being  admitted)  and  he  would  chal- 
lenge the  comparison.  Our  means  had 
augmented  in  a  surprising  ratio;  and 
within  two  or  three  years  the  increased 
strength  qf  the  military  force  of  the-eoun- 
try  was  prodigious  beyond  conceplioo. 
For  what  was  the  actual  state  of  our  fores 
in  that  quarter,  which  the  oobW  marquis 
had  said  was  so  inadequately  supplied  i 
Why,  that  we  had,  on  the  25th  of  Juno 
last,  in  the  peninsula  and  the  Mediterra- 
nean, an  army  of  no  less  than  127,000 
men  in  our  pay  ;  that  was  9  i>000  British, 
including  foreign  or  German  troops,  with 
36,000  Portuguese.  Such  was  our  force, 
independenily  of  Spanish  auxiliaries, 
which  received  from  us  all  the  assistants 
in  our  power,  in  formation,  equipment, 
and  pecuniary  supply.  Nay,  the  Britieh 
army  alone,  under  the  command  of  lord 
Wellington,  at  the  period  alluded  to, 
amounted  to  58,000.  Now,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  their  lordships  whether  the  exer^* 
tion  which  had  collected  such  an  army 
deserved  to  bb  characterised  in  such  teroM 
as  the  House  had  heard  from  the  poble 
marquis ;  but  more  he  would  ask,  wlio>* 
ther  three  years  ago  any  man  in  England 
could  have  been  so  sanguine  as  to  ima* 
gine  the  collection  of  such  an  army  prao* 
ticable  ?  Yet  such  had  been  the  exertions 
of  that  government,  which  had  also  to 
provide  for  the  protection  of  Indiai,  of  our 
numerous  colonies  in  the  west,  and  for  our 
home-defence.  Then,  as  to  our  supplief 
since  that  period,  which  the  noble  mar- 
quis professed  to  think  that  ministers  had 
left  almost  wholly  unprepared;  tho  fact 
was,  ihat  from  the  25th  of  December  last 
to  the  present,  no  less  than  20,000  men, 
with  7,000  borse%  had  been  seat  to  thai 
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qaarter.  A$  to  deficiency  of  equinment 
among  oar  amy,  Buonaparte;  who  did  not 
hesitate  to  take  by  force  the  means  of 
equipping  his  soldiery,  wherever  he  found 
tbem,  bad  often  felt  such  deficiency,  while 
with  us,  who  paid  liberally  for  all  articles, 
there  was  rarely  any  such  complaints. 
Bat  that  our  soldiers  should  be  quite  se- 
cure from  privations,  that  they  should 
at  all  times  be  completely  equipped^  it 
would  t>e  too  much  to  expect  in  the  ordi- 
nary vicissitudes  of  war.  Where,  how- 
evcM-,  «8ucb  privaiioos  occurred— where 
they  were  reported  by  our  illustrious  com- 
Bandef,  his  requisitions  were  iromediatdy 
attended  to*-indeed  they  were  always 
complied  with.  This  could  and  would, 
DO  doubtj  be  confirmed  promptly  by  that 
distinguidied  commander  himself,  for  it 
was  a  striking  feature  in  his  character, 
that  he  was  as  just  to  those  who  served 
him,  as  he  was  bold  to  those  who  opposed 
him — and  it  waa  another  striking  feature 
in  his  character,  that  he  was  never  extra* 
vagant  in  hi3  expectations  or  demands— 
indeed  he  was  never  likely  to  make  such 
demands,  because  ministers  took  care  that 
he  should  be  always  accurately  informed 
as  to  the  means  of  supply..  That  some  in- 
convenience migbthave  been  felt  from  the 
slate  of  the  military  chest,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared  to  deny ;  as  the  supply  of  specie  at 
pcesent  must  depend  upon  so  great  a  va-^ 
rtety  of  circumstances,  out  of  the  power 
of  any  ministers^  to  controul ;  upon  the 
means  of  obtaining  money  for  bills  upon 
the  continent,  and  other  causes,  particu- 
larly the  state  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in 
America,  which  naturally  interfered  with 
the  importation  of  bullion.  But  'here 
again  no  blame  could  attach  to  govern- 
ment, for  nothing  practicable  was  left  un- 
done by  them.  There  was,  however,  a 
limit  to  their  means,  as  there  was  a  limit 
to  the  means  of  any  nation  ;  by  that  limit 
alone  government  was  confined  in  the 
struggles  to  assist  these  operations  which 
the  noble  marquis  called  spon  them  to 
extend.  Bat  whether  they  conld  so  ex- 
tend them,  he  would  be  ready,  at  any 
time,  to  discuss  with  the  noble  Qiarquis, 
with  whom  the  onus  would  lie  to  shew 
where  tbo  resources  for  such  extended 
operalicm  oonld  be  found. — As  to  the  Sici- 
lian expedition,^  he  bad  to  state  that  it  was 
prepared  to  sail  early  in  March,  and  con- 
ducted throoghoot  in  concert  with  lord 
Wellington,  who  communicated  regularly 
with  the  commander  of  that  force*  The 
appearaaee  of  thi§  expeditioa  off  Cata- 


Ionia,  was,  he  was  assured,  of  great  utility, 
as  it  prevented  Sochet  from  sending  rein- 
forcements to  Joseph  Buonapart6,  who  in 
consequence  evacuated  Madrid,  and  the 
arrival  of  this  expedition  at  Valencia,  in- 
stead of  being  a  mistake,  as  asserted,  was 
the  result  of  plan  and  orders.  That  the 
litte  campaign  had  eminently  succeeded, 
he  was  also  prepared  to  prove*  For  what 
was  the  plan  of  the  campaign— why,  the 
capture  of  Ciodad  Rodrigo  and  Badajoz — 
the  expobion  of  the  French  from  the 
south  of  Spain,  and  the  raising  of  thie  siege 
of  Cadias,  and  all  these  objects  had  been 
attained ;  and  would  not  that  man  have 
been  deemed  very  sanguine,  who  at  the 
outset  would  have  predicted  the  attain- 
ment of  such  important  objects,  particu* 
larly  the  liberation  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment, by  the  raising  of  the  siege  of 
Cadiz  ?  In  stating  that  the  objeou  of  the 
campaign  had  been  accomplished  he 
would  not  deny^  that  many  of  the  hopes 
excited  by  the  victory  of  Salamanca,  had 
been  disappointed.  But  that  disappoint*^ 
ment  was  not  attributable  to  any  want  of 
energy  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment ;  nor  was  the  conduct  or  scar« 
city  of  artillery  at  Burgos,  so  much  dwelt 
upon  by  the  noble  marquis,  any  ton 
putation  upon  governmctit :  for  the  fact  ^ 
was,  there  were  three  battering  trains  oii 
the  continent;  and,  besides  these,  one  was 
sent  last  March  to  Lisbon,  to  be  kept 
afloat,  subject  to  theorder  of  lord  Welling* 
ton.  According  to  the  opinion,  however, 
of  the  noble  lord  himself,  Burgos  must  have 
been  taken,  if  at  all,  without  delay,  and 
before  any  artillery  could  be  brought  to 
him.  But  the  failure  of  our  gallant  com- 
mander's calculation,  and  the  consequent 
re-capture  of  Madrid,  was  owing  to  the 
refusal  of  Ballasteros  to  obey  bis  com* 
mands;  which  refusal  facilitated  the 
movements  of  the  French  force,  and  dis* 
concerted  lord  Wellingtoo's  plan  of  opci^ 
rations. — Upon  the  Subject  of  Sweden  he 
could  not|  from  considerations  of  state  de# 
licacy,  say  much  in  reply  to  the  noblo 
marquis,  but  thus  much  he  could  state^ 
that  the  most  perfect  confidence  prevail- 
ed between  the  governments  of  Russia, 
Sweden,  and  this  country,  and  that  nothing 
dissatisfactory  had  taken  place  in  tho 
transaction  alluded  to  by  the  noble  mar- 
quis. As  to  the  story  about  the  transports, 
he  could  only  assure  the  House  that  ht 
never  heard  of  such  a  roattter  before  this 
evening,  and  theaffitir  was  altogether  nevr 
to  hjm,-^Ad  verliDg  to  America,  he  beggied 
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the  noble  marquis,  before  he  again  affirmed 
the  insignificance  of  a  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Ame- 
rican goTemment,  to  recollect  the  dis- 
patches  of  the  government,  and  his  own 
dispatches  when  in  office  also,  which  he 
seemed  to  forget,  and  which  clearly  de- 
monstrated that  these  very  Orders  in 
Council  were  the  great  stumbling  block 
in  the  way  of  an  amicable  arrangement 
tween  the  countries.  He  begged  of  him 
to  recollect  that  not  only  the  act  of  the 
government  but  also  the  acts  of  congress 
expressly  declared  the  repeal  of  the  re- 
taliatory measure,  the  Nonimportation 
act,  depended  upon  the  rescinding,of  these 
Orders.  As  soon  as  that  very  measure 
should  be  adopted,  which  the  noble  mar- 
quis now  insists  the  Americans  regarded 
as  insignificant,  the  'American  govern- 
ment proclaimed  that  their  counter  policy 
should  cease  to  be  enforced.  When,  how- 
ever, the  noble  marquis  asserted  that  we 
Were  unprepared  for  the  American  war,  he 
would  ask  him  to  point  out  where  and  how 
"we  were  unprepared  ?  Were  we  unprepar- 
ed in  Canada,  or  was  there  any  neglect  at 
the  Admiralty?  He  was  prepared  to  discuss 
this  question  with  the  noble  marquis ;  and 
upon  this  subject,  as  well  as  with  respect 
to  Spain,  he  would  beg  the  noble  marquis 
to  come  to  close  quarters — to  state  facts— 
to  bring  something  specific,  and  abandon 
that  style  of  loose  and  general  accusation, 
of  which  the  House  had  heard  so  much  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion. — "  Now,  as 
to  the  concluding  topic  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis's speech,  1  have  not,''  said  the  noble 
earl,  <'  made  use  of  any  expression  with  re- 
spect to  the  Catholic  question,  to  which  1 
do  not  adhere.  My  opinion  I  have  al- 
ways publifly  proclaimed  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 1  have  resisted,  and  I  will  resist,  the 
proposition  for  entering  into  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Catholic  claims,  because  I 
cannot  see  my  way  to  any  adjustment  of 
those  claims,  likely  ^o  satisfy  the  Catho- 
lics. 1  therefore  think  it  more  consistent 
to  oppose  thf  proposition  at  once,  than  to 
seek  to  defeat  it  by  what  are  called  guards 
or  securities  I  meet  the  Catholics  openly 
and  publicly,  and  will  never  attempt  lu 
disappoint  wishes  by  any  little  underhand 
opposition — by  any -schemes  or  subterfuge. 
IMy  system  of  opposition  I  feel  to  be  more 
^ir  and  candid,  and  therefore  I  will  con- 
tinue to  pursue  it.  In  stating  this  to  be 
my  intention,  J  declare  merely  my  indivi- 
dual opinion,  without  meaning  to  sway 
t)ie  judgment  of  apy  of  my  friends. 


Lord  GrenvUle  rose  in  reply  to  the  noble 
earl,  and  declared  he  would  not  shrink 
from  the  opinion  he  had  originally  ex- 
pressed on  the  subject  of  |he  war  in  Spain. 
He  complimented  his  noble  friend  (mar- 
quis Wellesley)  on  the  admirable  manner 
in  which  he  had  developed  his  sentiments 
on  the  general  state  of  affairs,  and  parti* 
cularly  on  the  foreign  policy  pursued  by 
the  ministers  of  the  crown,  and  charac- 
terised the  answer,  which  the  noble  earl 
had  made  to  the  speech  of  his  noble  friend, 
as  feeble,  inconclusive  and  foolish.  His 
noble  friend's  views  were  justified  both 
by  the  Speech  from  the  throne,  and  still 
more  fully  by  the  noble  earl's  reply.  His 
lordship  then  proceeded  to  state,  that  he 
did  not  deny,  or  disavow,  some  words  at- 
tributed to  him  by  the  noble  earl.  These 
words  he  had  used  on  former  occasions : 
but,  so  far  was  he  from  believing  them 
wrong,  that  he  thought  he  was,  this  night, 
fully  justified  in  the  use  of  them,  by  what 
had  been  spoken  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  He  could  not  but  condemn  the 
replies  in  general  terms  resorted  to  by  the^ 
noble  earl  at  the  head  of  the  administra- 
tion, a  species  of  discussion  in  which  be 
was  so  fond  of  deal  ins  upon  most  occa- 
sions; whilst  the  speech  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis, in  which  be  pointed  out  the  definitive 
object  we  ought  to  have  in  view  in  the 
campaign  in  the  peninsula,  whilst  it 
abounded,  like  every  thing  that  fell  from 
his  noble  friend,  in  statesmanlike  princi-  < 
pies  and  details,  met  with  his  highest  com- 
mendation. That  one  ultimate  object, 
stated  by  his  noble  friend,  deserved,  and 
had  his  approbation.  Whilst  the  noble 
earl's  comment  on  the  subject  of  that  de- 
finitive object,  was  general,  imperfect  and 
desultory.  When  we  engaged  first  in  the 
peninsular  war,  the  question  was  not  then 
what  it  was  at  present.  It  was  not  then, 
as  at  present,  a  question  in  which, all  Eu- 
rope was  concerned  and  engaged ;  for  now 
all  the  armies  of  Europe  were  or  had  been 
lately  engaged  against  this  country.  Be- 
fore ministers  embarked  in  the  contest, 
therefore,  as  had  been  justly  stated  by  the 
noble  marquis,  they  ousht  to  have  asked 
themselves  what  was  the  definite  object 
they  had  in  view,  and  what  were  their 
means  of  attaining  it.  Only  one  object 
was  professed,  and  that  was  the  total  ex- 
clusion of  the  French  from  the  peninsula, 
and  without  being  a  priori  assured  of  ade- 
quate means  to  effect  that  purpose^  it  was 
cruel  and  ^base  to  embark  the  population 
of  a  country  in  so  hopeless  a  cause,  merely 
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for  the  take  of  a  little  temporary  advan- 
tage. Bat  France  had  originally  military 
possession  of  the  coantry,  and  was  it  rea* 
•onable  or  at  all  feasible  to  expect  at  the 
outset  that  her  vast  power  coiMd  be  over- 
mastered by  the  single  eiQR>rts  of  the  mili- 
tary means  and  resources  of  this  country  ? 
He  therefore  contended  that  when  the 
war  commenced  he  was  justified  in  hold- 
ing the  opinion  that  there  was  no  chance 
of  any  favourable  result  from  the  inter- 
vention of  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  or 
any  aid  we  .could  afford  the  Spanish  na- 
tion. At  no  period  could  our  means  be 
considered  adequate  in  the  contemplation 
of  such  an  enterprize.  How,  then,  could 
they  have  been  reckoned  sufficient  when 
France  possessed  the  whole  reso^urces  of 
the  continent  and  wielded  the  arms  of 
Europe  in  alliance  with  her  own  ?  What- 
ever, therefore,  chance  might  since  have 
produced,  he  contended  that  the  deliver- 
ance of  Spain  in  the  view  of  a  statesman 
was  originally  beycmd  the  utmost  means 
of  this  country,  and  that  this  position  had 
been  since  established  by  experience.  The 
allusions  made  by  the  noble  earl  to  the  pe- 
riods of  king  William  and  queen  Anne 
were  without  analogy  and  inconclusive. 
As  to  his  own  former  observations  and 
reasonings,  they  had  reference  to  a  dif- 
ferent state  of  France,  in  which  she  had 
not  such  a  union  of  all  Europe  to  support 
her.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  only 
when  we  saw  a  powerful  embodied  army 
on  the  continent  belonging  to  our  allies, 
that  we  ought  to  pu^  forth  our  exertions; 
and  that  we  ought  to  assist  our  continen- 
tal allies  only  as  auxiliaries,  not  as  prin- 
cipals. No  diversion  had  been  made  in 
concert  with  lord  Wellington,  where  it 
ought  to  have  been  made,  unless  we  could 
call  thai  one  which  was  made  in  the  fens  of 
Walcheren.  His  noble  friend  had  well 
stated  that  the  ministry  had  not  as  yet  ad- 
vanced one  step  in  their  accomplishment 
of  their  object  in  the  Spanish  war:  why, 
then,  should  he  be  ashamed  to  avow  his 
former  opinion,  when  this  third  advance 
into  the  interior  of  Spain  had,  by  its  fai- 
lure, proved  the  correctness  of  the  data 
on  which  that  opinion  was  founded  ?  Nor 
must  the  noble  earl  think,  that  he  had  an- 
swered his  noble  friend  when  he  stated  the 
number  of  our  troops  on  the  continent,  or 
when  he  made  a  boast  of  having  delivered 
Andalusia  from  the  French.  This  was  an 
empty  boast ;  for  no  one  believed  that  the 
release  was  more  than  temporary,  and  that 
the  French  army  could  not  re-occupy  the 
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province  whenever  they  pleased.  Tho 
spirit  of  the  Spanish  peasantry  was  good, 
but  there  was  none  in  the  Spanish  nobi- 
lity. The  reasons  assigned  by  the  noble 
marquis  for  the  failure  of  the  campaign 
were  the  true  ones :  not  those  stated  by 
the  noble  earl,  who  confessed  that  he  al- 
ways expected  co-operation  from  the  Spa- 
niards. It  was  the  want  of  means;  the 
failure  of  supplies  and  resources;  and  not 
disappointment  in  expected  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards  (a  hope  and . 
expectation  now  cherished  for  the  fiftieth 
time  and  as  often  proved  abortive)  which 
had  led  to  the  improductive  result  of  all 
these  exertions.  The  blame  did  not  lie 
with  the  Spaniards,  but  with,  those  who  en- 
couraged hopes  which  they  had  no  right 
to  entertain.  The  truth  was,  the  Spaniards 
were  not  possessed  of  the  materials  for 
this  co-operation,  and  the  fault  was  with 
the  noble  earl  and  his  friends  the  English, 
ministers,  who  in  their  ignorance  over- 
rated the  condition  of  Spain,  and  antici- 
pated more  firom  her  than  she  was  or 
could  by  possibility  be  able  to  perform.  - 
Were  he  in  the  noble  earl's  situation,  he 
would  rather  confess  the  Inadequacy  of 
his  policy,  than  come  forward  and  say,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,—*  O  dear ;  we  ex- 
pected such  things,  but  we  have  been 
disappointed.'  If  &ey  had,  as  they  boast- 
ed, 130,000  men  on  the  continent,  why- 
was  there  so  little  done,  when  the  expence 
was  so  great  ?  or  why  were  20,000  British 
troops  kept  idle  in  Sicily  ?  Had  the  mea- 
sures of  his  noble  friend  (earl  Grey)  on . 
leaving  office  in  1807  been  adopted,  that 
would  have  prevented  the  necessity  of 
locking  up  such  a  force  in  Sicily.  But 
their  non-adoption  could  not  create  sur- 
prize ;  as  it  was  now  pretty  well  under- 
stood, that  an  epigram  caused  these  men 
to  be  kept  in  Sicily,  when  they  ought  to 
have  been  in  Spain.  This  was  another  of 
the  effects  of  that  fashion  among  the  pre- 
sent ministers  which  affected  to  despise 
every  thing  coming  from  those  who  pre- 
ceded them,  but  if  instead  of  this  follj 
they  had  followed  the  go&d  counsel  left 
them,  they  would  have  placed  these  men 
at  the  immediate  disposal  of  lord  Wel- 
lington, and  thereby,  in  all  probability, 
decided  at  once  the  fate  of  the  peninsula. 
But,  with  regard  to  Spain,  ministers  were 
always  too  late;  and  the  noble  ear]  was 
obliged  to  recur  to  his  last  and  usual  de- 
fence—the abuse  of  his  agent,  whom  he 
charges  with  the  failure  of  the  co-operation 
from  Sicily,  which  was  expected  by  lord 
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Wellington,  j^s  usual  they  sent  the  force 
when  too  late  to  be  of  any  service. — There 
was  another  point  on  which  he  expected 
some  explanation.  He  expected  to  be 
informed  why  ministers,  with  a  revenue 
of  one  hundred  and  five  millions  or  more  by 
estimate,  extorted  by  means  most  grinding 
and  oppressive  upon  a  suffering  people, 
were  yet  in  a  situation  to  confess  their 
inability  to  supply  the  military  chest  of 
lord  Wellington.  The  difficulty,  however, 
did  not  arise  from  the  deficient  resources 
of  the  country,  much  as  they  had  been 
drained,  but  must  be  traced  to  the  noble 
earl's  real  inefficiency,  and  to  that  of  his 
colleagues.  They  raiight  diminish  by  one 
half  the  income  of  every  individual  in  this 
country,  with  as  little  effect,  or  prospect 
of  ultimate  success,  as  had  attended  them 
in  those  plans,  and  speculations  which  led 
them  to  circulate  a  vile  and  adulterated 
currency  in  paper  and  in  coin  throughout 
the  nation;  when  such  had.been^its  effects, 
why  not  then  rather  stop  at  this  moment 
the  contest  in  Spain  ?  His  lordship  again 
paid  a  tribute  of  applause  to  the  speecn  of 
the  noble  marquis,  who  did  not,  like  the 
noble  earl,  condescend  to  deal  in  loose 
principles,  vague  analogies,  or  in  general 
assertions^  but  went  on  reasoning,  point 
by  point,  as  full  of  facts  as  he  was  of  sound 
theoretical  principles,  and  of  practical  po« 
litical  wisdom.  As  his  Majesty -s  minis- 
ters had  not  made  sufficient  disclosures, 
he  did  not  wish  to  press  them  at  present 
with  respect  to  our  connections  with  Swe- 
den. But  he  must  say,  that  in  his  opinion 
much  might  have  been  done  there,  al- 
though very  little  had  been  effected.— With 
regard  to  America  the  ministers  evinced 
their  folly  in  expecting  that  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  when  that  took 
place,  could  have  produced  conciliation  in 
the  government  of  that  country.  But 
there  was  a  time  when  it  would  have  car- 
ried that  effect.  The  noble  earl  it  seemed 
had  yet,  in  common  with  politicians  of 
his  stamp,  to  learn,  that  concessions  made 
too  late  would  always  produce  irritation. 
It  was  so  with  regard  to  Ireland  as 
well  as  to  America.  The  details  Jbrought 
to  light  relative  to  the  condition  of  our 
manufacturers,  ought  to  have  convinced 
ministers,  that  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  when  it  took  place,  could  not 
have  produced  a  spirit  of  pacification  in 
America— although  twelve  months  before 
it  might  have  had  that  effect.  The  Ame- 
rican government  were  always  hostile,  but 
bad  not  the  means  of  shewing  their  hosti- 
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lity  sooner.  But  now  they  displayed  their 
spirit,  when  our  government  had  put  the 
means  in  their  power;  particularly  by  the 
disclosure  of  the  condition  of  our  manu- 
facturers ;  for  this  it  was  that  had  given 
spirit  to  America.  Had  governmient  no 
other  reasons  for  such  a  measure,  they 
ought  to  hav^  conciliated  America  sooner, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  more  vigorous 
exertions  in  Sf/ain.  They  were  as  yet, 
however,  ignorant  of  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  American  war,  for  this 
matter  was  still  kept  a  secret:  and  he 
could  not  but  blame  the  omission  of  this 
cause  in  the  Speech,  from  the  throne.  He 
knew  that  there  were  perverse  irritations 
on  both  sides,  and  though  he  vrished  for 
peace  with  America,  it  was  only  on  such 
terms  as  would  be  consistent  with  the  pre« 
servation  of  otir  maritime  rights,  without 
which  he  would  prefer  the  continuance  of 
the  war  with  that  country. — His  lordship 
then  concluded  with  avowing  his  confmn* 
ed  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  throwing 
the  constitution  open  to  the  Catholic  sub- 
jects of  the  state;  a  measure  which  jus- 
tice, wisdom  and  policy  alike  recommend- 
ed as  necessary  and  advantageous  to  the 
dearest  interests  of  the  country. 

Earl  Bathurst  vindicated  the  conduct  of 
ministers  with  respect  to  the  war  in  the 
peninsula,  more  especially  in  regard  to 
the  degree  and  nature  of  the  reinforce- 
ments to  be  forwarded  to  the  marquis  of 
Wellington.  He  observed,  that  his  noble 
relative  opposite  well  knew  the  entire  con- 
fidence ministers  placed  in  that  illustrious 
person,  and  adverted  particularly  to  the 
point  of  lord  Wellington's  not  deeming  it 
advisable  to  send  new  regiments  to  Spain; 
so  particularly  careful  was  that  excellent 
officef*  of  the  health  of  his  troops.— With 
respect  to  the  force  from  Sicily,  Vhe  fact 
was,  that  lord  William  Benlinck  bad  in- 
structions to  send  such  a  number  of  troops 
as  was  consistent  with  the  ot,her  objects  to 
which  he  had  to  look.  The  objection, 
that  by  the  force  sent  thence  not  remain- 
ing in  Catalonia,  the  baron  D'Erolles  was 
disgusted,  had  no  force,  inasmuch  as,  since 
that  period,  (as  had  appeared'  by  the  Ga- 
zette) our  naval  force  had  been  in  active 
co-operati6n  with  the  baron  D*£rolles.  As 
for  the  charge  of  not  sending  reinforce- 
ments to  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  the 
fact  was,  that  in  -the  month  of  June  lord 
Wellington  sent  a  dispatc  h  requesting,  an* 
less  some  extraordinary  circumstances  oc- 
curred, that  no  new  corps  might  be  sent 
out  to  him,  because  they  were  more  likely 
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^b«tfilieMdbylhebettBof^attnD«r.  It 
Was,  iberefoi^,  thst  no  ntw  corps  were 
#eBt,  until  intelligence  bad  been  receired 
«f  the  battle  of  SaHimanca,  which  was  con- 
iidered  an  extraordinary  circomstance 
m  to  reqaire  reinforcements  to  be  sent. 
With  regard  to  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica^ he  contended  that  the  condact  of  mi- 
nisters had  been  throughout  consistent. 
«The  papers  relative  to  the  correspondence 
and  intercoorse  between  the  gotemments 
were  not  on  their  lordships'  table^  because 
his  Majesty'sministers  had  not  yet  received 
Che  final  answer  to  a  proposition  made  to 
the  United  States  through  sir  John  Boriase 
Warren  ;  in  the  mean  time,  he  tookleare 
to  say,  that  the  Orders  in  Council  were  not 
BOW  the  only  grounds  of  demurrer  on  the 
part  of  that  goTernment. 

Marquis  WtUe^,  conceiving  that  some 
points  urged  by  noble  lords  opposite  were 
personally  applied  to  him,  shortly  ex- 
plained, that  he  thought  nothing  which 
lell  from  him  warranted  a  personal  allusion 
«n  their  paru.  He  warmly  remarked, 
chat  during  the  whole  period  to  which  he 
•poke,  he  had  considered  the  system  of 
the  war  in  the  peninsula  inadequate  to  its 
object;  an  opinion  which  he  had  uni- 
fcrmly  declared,  and  in  adherence  to 
which  he  had  resigned  his  office  as  secre- 
tary of  state.  He  could  not  particuiaHse 
objections  without  the  permission  of  his 
aoveieign  or  his  representative;  but  if  he 
was  allowed  an  opportunity,  he  should  be 
nady  to  meet  the  noble  lords,  point  by 
point,  upon  that  subject,  either  in  public 
•r  private,  and  before  any  tribunal  to 
which  he  might  be  summoned. 

Viscount  Mehilk  defended  the  conduct 
of  the  Admiralty  with  respect  to  the  Ame- 
rican and  West  India  stations,  observing, 
that  on  the  Halifax  statiop  alone,  long  be- 
fore the  commencement  ^f  hostilities,  the 
squadron  was  double  the  strength  of  the 
whole  American  navy.  This  he  enume- 
rated, as  well  as  the  force  in  the  West  In- 
dian seas ;  and  stated  the  American  navy 
to  consist  of  five  frigates,  and  a  few  sloops 
of  war.  It  was  impossible  to  guard 
against  such  casualties  as  were  alluded  to 
by  noble  lords  opposite,  (the  capture  of 
the  Guerriere  frigate)  ;  but  care  was  taken 
to  render  such  attempta  an  esEtreme  risk 
OB  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

Lord  GteneoiUe  said,  he  did  not  think  so 
blully  of  ministers  as  to  charge  them  with 
neglecting  to  provide  a  naval  force  su- 
perior to  the  American  navy,  which  only 
eensisted  of  five  frigates.     His   charge 
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was,  thAf  they  did  not  send  sufficient  rein- 
forcements of  troops,  and  that  our  military 
force  in  Canada  was,  in  consequence,  in* 
fsrior  to  that  of  the  assailants. 

The  question  was  then  pot,  and  the  Ad- 
dress agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved,  that  lord 
Walsingham  be  constituted  chairman  of 
all  the  committees  of  that  House  during 
the  present  session  of  parliament ;  a  mO'^ 
tlon,  the  propriety  of  which,  he  was  con- 
fident every  noble  lord  would  acquiesce  in* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  if 
the  House  could  secure  the  services  of 
the  noble  lord,  they  would  be  a  blessing. 

Lord  fValsmgham  shortly  expressed  his 
grateful  sense  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  lords. 

The  question  was  put,  and  ordered  ac- 
cordingly, nem.  dtn. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  November  30. 

Thb  Prince  Rbgbnt's  Speech  oir 
Opening  tbb  Session.!  The  Speaker  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  that  House  had 
been  in  the  House  of  Peers,  where  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  had 
delivered  a  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, of  which,  to  prevent  mistakes,  he 
Had  obtained  a  copy.  [See  p.  12.]  After 
the  Speaker  had  read  the  Speech, 

Lord  elite  rose  to  move  an  Address  iit 
answer  to  the  most  gracious  Speech  of  hit 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent.  In  the 
liberty  he  then  took  of  offering  himself  t9 
the  notice  of  the  House,  it  was  not  his  in* 
tention,  nor  would  it  be  necessary,  to  tres- 
pass at  any  length  upon  their  indulgence. 
With  respect  to  the  first  part  of  the  Speech, 
he  felt  confident  that  ever}^  person  in  that 
House,  and  in  thcf  country,  lamented  not 
less  than  himself  the  situation  of  the  il- 
lustrious personage  to  whom  it  alluded. 
There  was  no  one  who  could  avoid  feelings 
of  the  most  lively  regret  when  he  re- 
flected, that  a  life  spent,  as  that  of  his  Ma* 
jesty  had  been,  in  the  practice  of  every^ 
virtue  that  was  honourable  to  our  nature, 
that  could  adorn  or  dignify  the  man  or  the 
sovereign,  and  which  had  rendered  him 
dear  to  the  hearts  of  his  subjects,  should, 
towards  the  close,  be  deprived  of  that  rest 
and  of  that  repose  which  were  due  to  his 
merits  and  to  ois  virtues.  The  next  point 
in  his  Royal  Highnesses  Speech  to  which 
he  would  allude,  was  one  of  sincere  and 
heartfelt  gratulation,  the  successful  resist- 
ance that  had  been  made  in  the  Peninsula 
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by  oorgaNaoiooiiDlijnieii  to  tlMencroadi* 
aieati  6f  France.  OAmi  as  they  bad  bad 
occatioii,  witbia  tbe  last  four  years,  to 
eommeoiorate  tbe  acfaievemeiits  and  ap> 
pland  tbe  distinguisbed  conduct  of  tbe  ge* 
neral,  and  the  army  employed  in  tbe  pro- 
tection  of  Spain,  yet  in  no  instance  since 
tbe  commencement  of  that  struggle,  was 
skill  or  Taloor  so  greatly  displayed  as  in 
tbe  decisi?e  and  glorioos  battle  of  Sala- 
manca. Tbe  conse^oences  of  that  TicUny 
were  a^  sodden  and  important  as  e?er  fol- 
lowed from  conquest  The  siege  of  Cadiz 
was  raised ;  Madrid  was  e?acuated  by  tbe 
enemy ;  all  tbe  south  of  Sp'lin  wasrelieyed 
from  their  oppressions;  and  what  Was  a 
yet  more  important  consequence,  lord 
Weilin^n  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  ge« 
neralissimo  of  tbe  Spanish  forces,  lliis 
was  the  most  Important  result  of  all.  If 
any  thing  could  tend  more  powerfully 
than  another  to  give  Tigour  and  success  to 
tbe  exertions  of  the  Spanish  people,  to 
render  effectual  their  efforts  for  their  own 
deliyerance,  it  was  thus  placing  their  re- 
sources at  the  disposal  of  a  pierson  so 
well  able  to  guide  them,  and  vesting 
so  skilful  a  commander  with  tbe  con* 
troul  of  their  armies.— -He  would  next 
take  tbe  liberty  of  congratulating  tbe 
Hoose  on  tbe  relation  in  which  they  stood 
to  B«8sia,  and  in  general  on  tbe  new  con* 
nections  which  bad  sprang  op  between 
Great  Briuioand  tbe  nortbem  powers  of 
Europe.  The  cirounstances  of  Rostia,  be 
was  happy  to  say,  were  soch  ;as  left  no 
ground  m  despondency.  Tbe  Russians, 
It  was  true,  had  met  with  some  reversM, 
but  they  were  not  sufficient  to  damp  their 
ardour,  or  quell  that  enthusiastic  love  of 
country,  which  should  animate  erery  bo- 
som. That  spark  of  remstance,  which  had 
been  lighted  up  in  Spain,  they  bad  the  sa» 
tislaction  to  behold  rapidly  spreading  over 
Europe,  and  already  extended  to  tne  ex- 
tremity of  the  north.  He  was  doubtful  to 
which  part  of  tbe  prospect,  now  held  out 
by  Russia,  he  should  first  call  the  attention 
of  tbe  House  ;  whether  to  tbe  spirit  and 
decision  of  the  emperor  himself,  or  to 
the  skill  of  his  generals,  or  to  the  sacrifices 
so  cheerfully  made  by  tbe  nobility,  or  to 
the  valiant  men  who  fought  under  their 
command ;  but  to  whatever  part  of  the 
picture  they  directed  their  attention^ 
whether  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  em- 
peror, the  talent  of  his  generals,  the  bra- 
very of  his  troops,  or  the  deyotion  of  bis 
subjects,  they  would  find  abundant  matter 
for  exultation.   On  these  topics  it  vras  un- 
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necessary  to  dwell.  Tbey  were  th^  ad- 
miration of  every  perSonwho  could  know 
and  appreciate  thenu  From  one  end  to 
tbe  other  of  that  vast  empire  there  seemed 
to  be  only  one  object  in  view,  and  that 
object  was  resistance  to  tbe  enemy.  From 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  there  seemed 
tp  be  only  one  sul^ect  of  contention,  and 
that  was  who  should  contribute  most  to 
the  defenceuof  their  laws,  their  religion, 
and  their  country.  Such  were  tbe  men 
whom  for  their  bravery  and  their  zea), 
the  oppressor  of  Europe  would  stigmatisa 
with  the  name  of  Barbarians.  If  entho* 
siasm  in  the  protection  of  every  thing 
that  was  dear  to  our  nature  could  merit 
the  name  of  barbarism,  be,  for  one,  would 
wish  to  know  where  patriotism  was  to  bo 
looked  for,  and  must  express  a  hope  that 
such  barbarity  might  never  be  removed 
by  civilization.  But  this  was  not  tbe  first 
time  that  a  conqueror,  when  he  found 
himself  unable  to  combat  the  difficulties 
that  opposed  bis  progress^  endeavoured  to^ 
load  with  the  same  stigma  the  persmu 
who  had  tbe  boldness  to  resist  him ;  in 
which  a  disgnracef ul  attempt  was  sought 
to  be  coverea  under  tbe  offer  of  indignities 
to  a  gallant  people.  Alexander  the  Great, 
under  much  tbe  same  circumstances,  chose 
to  designate  as  robbers  and  barbarians, 
the  ancestors  of  these  very  Russians  who 
4ia|l  tbe  courage  to  oppose  bis  encroach^ 
ments.  To  such  language  they  answered 
as  tbey  ought  to  have  done,  <'  that  not  ta 
them  who  defended  their  country,  but  to 
him  who  came  to  despoil  it,  tbe  appella« 
tion  of  robber  was  applicable  ;"  and  ho 
would  ask,  might  not  tbe  Russians  now 
exclaim  to  Buonaparte,  as  their  ancestors 
did  to  Alexander  the  Great,  *  At  tu,  qui 
'  te  gloriaris  ad  latrones  persequendos  ve- 
'nire;  omnium  gentium  quos  adisti,  la* 
'  trones.'  Might  not  Russia  with  great 
truth  thus  address  Buonopart^,  *^  By  what 
right  do  you  designate  uses  barbarians; 
why  cast  upon  a  nation  whom  you  are 
wantonly  attacking,  tbe  sUsma  of  being 
robbers  ?  How  are  you  rendered  so  equi- 
table a  judge  as  to  be  competent  to  form 
an  estimate  of  us  ?  What  have  we  done  to 
deserve  this  stigma  ?— nothing  but  what 
you  yourself  have  done,  and  are  still  do- 
ing by  stealth,  for  our  only  crime  was  a 
wish  to  trade  with  Great  Britain.  But  is 
there  any  crime  in  which  you  have  not 
wallowed,  even  without  the  excuse  of  pro- 
vocation ?  What  has  been  tbe  practice  of 
your  life  for  the  last  twenty  years?  Is 
ibere  a  comer  in  Europe,  Asia,  or  Africa* 
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that  has  not  witnessed  your  contempt  of 
erery  thing  that  is  sacred  among  men  ? 
Hare  yon  a  sinsle  Russian  of  whom  yon 
can  boast  that  he  has  deserted  the  cause 
ofhis  country  to  join  yonr  standard  ?  On 
the  other  hand,  hare  yon  not  carried  yoar 
oppressions  so  far  as  to  render  them  into- 
lerable CTen  to  yoor  own  family  ?  Has  not 
the  brother  whom  yon  set  as  a  king  over 
the  population  of  Holland  abdicated  his 
feitaation  to  avoid  your  tyranny  ?  Has  not 
another  brother  thrown  himself  into  an 
enemy's  country,  where  he  finds  that  se- 
curity and  that  protection  which  you  re- 
fbsed  to  give  him  ?  Which,  then,  might 
the  Russian  exclaim  with  triumph,  ''  is 
the  greater  barbarian,  I  who  defend  my 
country  firom  unjust  hostility,  or  you  who 
wantonly  attack  it  ?  And  yet  you  call  us 
barbarians !  You,  Napoleon,  whose  prac- 
tice has  been  throughout  jrour  career 
"  Attfarre,  iraducere,  raperc  /*' — He  would 
now  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  that  part  of  his  Royal  Hi^h- 
Bess's  Speech  which  referred  to  Sicily, 
and  he  could  not  but  congratulate 
them  upon  the  result  of  a  necociation 
with  that  power,  which  was  likely  to 
prore  equally  serviceable  to  both  coun- 
tries. One  effect  of  that  negociation 
would  be,  to  organize  a  much  more  power- 
ful force  than  before  existed  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  island,  and  disposable  for 
the  promotion  of  the  common  cause. 
£Tery  person,  he  was  sure,. would  rejoice 
on  hearing  that  the  Regent  was  desirous 
of  bringing  Sicily  into  such  a  state  as 
would  be  most  conducive  to  its  own  in- 
terest, and  to  thatof  Great  Briuin.— While 
every  one  must  agree  with  his  Royal 
Bigbneaa  in  regretting,  that  all  our  efioru 
to  stand  in  those  relations  of  amity  with 
America  which  could  be  wished,  had 
proved  ineffectual,  it  was  nevertheless  a 
subject  of  high  satisfaction  to  contemplate 
Uie  valour  and  loyalty  displayed  in  our 
transatlantic  territories.  The  steady  £eal 
and  warm  attachment  to  the  mother  conn* 
try,  lately  evinced  by  the  people  of 
Canada,  was  a  subject  for  congratula- 
tion which  he  could  not  pass  over  upon 
the  present  occasion.  They  had  withstood 
eveiy  attempt  which  had  been  made  by 
America  to  seduce  them  from  their  alle- 
giance, and  the  efforts  to  invade  their  ter- 
ritories were  equally  unsuccessful.  In  the 
first  attempt  at  invasion  the  whole  Ameri- 
can force  surrendered  to  much  inferior 
numbers ;  and  in  the  second,  even  the  pri- 
I  taken  exceeded  the  British  army 


employed  against  them.  Wherever  tfat 
British  troops  were  emplored,  whether  ia 
Europe  or  in  America,  they  never  faile4 
to  dtfplay  that  bravery  for  which  they 
were  always  distinguished.  The^  re- 
Quired  nothinsr  but  opportunity  to  display 
tneir  intrepidity  and  firmness,  and  vic- 
tory was  sure  to  follow ;  and  these  in- 
stances of  success  in  America  he  was 
happy  to  hail  as  the  earnest  of  futuro 
glory^  when  our  fellow  subjects  in  thoto 
parts  would  meet  the  foe  and  earn  fame  to 
themselves  and  honour  to  their  cdnmon 
country. — ^With  respect  to  the  renewal  of 
the  East  India  Companjr's  Charter,  it 
would  not  now  be  neceasary  for  him  to 
enter  upon  that  subject  at  present.  When 
the  proper  time  should  arrive,  he  believed 
the  House  would  be  fully  prepared  to  tako 
that  important  Question  into  their  serious 
consideration.-^Allusion  had  been  made 
in  the  Speech  from  the  throne^  to  the  lato 
unfortunate  disturbances  that  prevailed  v\ 
some  parts  of  the  country.  He  was  happy 
to  see  that  these  disturbances  were  now 
put  to  rest  by  the  salutary  measures  to 
which  the  government  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  resort— Such  were  the  principal, 
topics  of  the  Address  which  he  meant  to 
propose  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
Defore  sitting  down.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, but  once  more  congratulate  them 
upon  the  favourable  change  that  had  uken 
place  in  the  affiurs  of  Europe.  How  dif- 
ferent was  the  prospect  now  to  what  it 
was  at  the  meeting  or  the  last  parliament ! 
He  might  say  that  Great  Britain  was  at 
that  period  alone  and  unaided  in  the  con- 
test. The  influence  and  the  arms  of 
France  were  felt  almost  without  resistance 
in  every  part  of  Europe.  There  was  hardly 
any  part  of  Spain  in  which  its  power  was 
not  then  felt.  The  great  resources  of  the 
enemy  were  then  unbibken.  He  had  a 
mighty  and  victorious  army  on  foot,  com- 
manded by  men  of  the  first  character  for  mi- 
litary talent,  Portug^  was  then  robbed  of 
the  greater  part  of  her  territory ;  and  Russia 
and  Sweden  were  neutralissed  by  intimi- 
dation and  the  threats  of  Buonaparte.  But 
how  greatly  were  things  altered  for  the 
better.  Russia  was  now  up  in  arms 
against  her  oppressor,  and  Sweden  was  not 
unfriendly  to  her  canse.  She  had  driven 
from  her  territories  a  numerous  and  power- 
ful host  that  threatened  her  with  rum; 
and  Buonapart6,  so  fiar  from  realizing  the 
high  and  boasting  promises  with  which 
he  bad  entered  that  country,  was  now  en- 
deavouring, after  defeat  and  disgrace,  to 
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night  and  secure  a  relreat 
>pain  also,  lord  Welling- 
le  of  the  moit  numerous- 
d  armies  the  French  bad 
to  the  fi^ld,  and  obliged 
ogether  all  their  dispos- 
evacuate  the    southern 
purpose  of  opposing  his 
ss.     What  was  there,  he 
night  not  hope  from  such 
?    When  the  spell  was 
pe  w^  sit  length  convinc- 
ing and  his  armies  were 
as  there  not  reason  to  ex- 
ations  oppressed  by  his 
to  assert  their  rights,  and 
recover  that  honour  they  had  suffered  him 
to  tarnish  ?     Was  there  not  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  the  descendants  of  the   great 
Frederick  would   again  come  forward  to 
oppose,  as  he  had  often  done,  the  devour- 
ing power  of  France;    that  they  would 
again  come  forward  like  the  brave  people 
of  Russia,  and  exclaim,  *'  We  also  are 
men,  and  will  not  submit  any  longer  to  the 
encroachments  of  our  oppressor/'    Was 
there  not  reason  to  hope  that  the  words  of 
a  great  departed  statesman  would  be  rea- 
lized, and  that  they  should  live  to  see  that 
"  Britain  had  saved  herself  by  her  firm- 
ness,  and  that  Europe  would  also  save  her- 
self by  following  the  same  course."     He 
would  not  trespass  any  longer  upon  the 
time  of  the  House,  but  should   conclude 
with  moving, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  thank  his  Royal  Highness  for  his  most 
gracious  Speech : 

"To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that 
we  most  sensibly  share  in  the  deep  con- 
cern which  his  Royal  Highness  has  ex- 
pressed at  the  continuance  of  his  Majes- 
ty's lamented  indisposition,  and  at  the  di- 
minution of  the  hopes  which  his  Royal 
Highness  had  so  anxiously  entertained  of 
his  recovery : 

"  To  express  our  cordial  participation 
in  the  satisfaction  derived  by  his  Royal 
Highness  from  the  improvement  of  our 
prospects  during  the  course  of  the  present 
year: 

**  That  we  have  observed,  with  the  ut- 
most satisfaction,  the  valour  and  intrepi- . 
dity  displayed  by  his  Majesty's  forces, 
and  those  of  his  allies  in  the  peninsula,  on 
80  many  occasions  during  this  campaign, 
and  the  consummate  skill  and  judgment 
with  which  the  operations  have  been  con- 
ducted by  general  the  marquis  of  W^Uiog- 
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ton,  and  which  have  led  to  consequences 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  common 
cause: 

''  To  congratulate  his  Royal  Highness  on 
the  glorious  and  ever-memorable  victory 
obtained  by  that  illustrious  officer  at  Sa- 
lamanca, by  which  ^reat  achievement,  and 
by  the  other  operations  which  have  trans- 
ferred the  war  into  the  interior  of  Spain,  be 
has  compelled  the  enemy  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Cadiz,  and  the  southern  provinces 
of  thatkingdom  have  been  delivered  from 
the  power  and  arms  of  France ;  that  while, 
we  regret  that  the  efforts  of  the  enemy, 
combined  with  a  view  to  one  great  ope- 
ratiQO,  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  with- 
draw from  the  siege  of  Burgos,  and  to  eva- 
cuate Madrid,  for  the  purpose  of  concen-, 
trating  the  main  body  of  the  allied  forces 
it  is  satisfactory  to  reflect  that  these  ef- 
forts of  the  enemy  have  nevertheless  been 
attended  with  important  sacrifices  on  their 
part,  which  we  trust  will  materially  con- 
tribute to  extend  the  resources  ^nd  faci- 
litate the  exertions  of  the  Spanish  nation :. 

"  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that. 
we  are  determined  to  continue  to  afford, 
every  aid  in  support  of  a  contest  wnich- 
has  first  given  to  the  continent  of  Europe 
the  example  of  persevering  and  success- 
ful resistance  to  the  power  of  France,  and. 
on  which  not  only  the  independence  of 
the  nations  of  the  peninsula,  but  the  best 
interests  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  essen- 
tially depend. 

'*  To  return  his  Royal  Highness  our 
humble  thanks,  for  having  been  graciously, 
pleased  to  direct  copies  of  the  Treaties  be- 
tween his  Majesty  and  the  courts  of  Saini^ 
Petersburgh  and  Stockholm,  to  be  laid  be-, 
fore  us,  and  to  assure  his  Royal  Higbnesif 
that  we  participate  in  the  pleasqre  ex- 
pi:e8sed  by  his  Royal  Highness  at  the 
restoration  of  the  relations  of  peace  and 
friendship  with  those  courts : 

"  That  we  have  observed,  with  sen*- 
timents  of  the  highest  admiration,  the.  re- 
sistance which  has  been  opposed  by  the 
emperor  of  Russia  to  so  large  a  proportion, 
of  the  military  power  of  France,  assi8ted> 
by  its  allies  and  by  the  tributary  states  4^* 
pendent  upon  it,  in  a  contest  for  his  owii« 
sovereign  rights,  and  for  the  independency 
of  his  dominions  :  by  his  imperial  majeS'* 
ty's  magnanimity  and  perseverance^  by 
the  zeal  and  disinterestedness  of  all  rank^ 
of  his  subjects,  and  by  the  gallantry^  firuvf^ 
nesSf  and  intrepidity  of  his  forces,  the  pr<^ 
sumptuous  expectations  of  theenemy  ha¥«; 
been  signally  disappointed:   the  eaUu^ 
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siiaoi  of  (be  Ratsitn  nation  bat  intrtaatd 
with  tbe  difficulties  of  tbe  ooBftesty  tnd 
with  the  dangers  with  which  they  ware 
sorroiuided  :  they  have  sobmitted  to  sa- 
crifices of  which  there  are  few  exaaiples 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  and  we  in- 
dulge the  confident  hope  that  the  deter- 
mined perseverance  of  hisinperial  mtk" 
jesty  will  ^  crowned  with  ultimate  loo- 
ceti,  and  that  this  contest,  in  iu  resuK,  will 
hare  tbe  effect  of  establisbMig,  opon  a 
foundation  never  to  be  shaken,  the  secu- 
rity and  independence  of  tho  Russian  em- 
pire: 

**  That  we  learn  with  peculiar  satisfeu:- 
tion  the  proof  of  confidence  which  his 
fioyal  Highness  bas  received  from  his  im* 
perial  majesty,  in  the  measure  which  be 
has  adopted  of  sending  his  fleets  to  the 
ports  of  this  country,  as  well  as  the 
determination  exprewed  by  his  Royal 
Highness  to  afibrd  his  imperial  majesty 
tbe  most  cordial  support  in  the  great  con- 
test in  which  he  is  engaged : 

**  That  we  rejoice  to  find  that  his  Royal 
Highness  has  concluded  a  Treaty  with  his 
Sicilian  majesty  supplementary  to  tbe  trea- 
ties of  1809  and  1809,  and  to  return  our 
bumble  thanks  to  his  Royal  Highness,  for 
his  gracious  intention  of  laying  a  copy  of 
this  Treaty  before  us  as  soon  as  the  ratifi- 
cations shall  have  been  exchanged  ;  and 
that  we  trust  tbe  object  will  be  attained 
which  his  Royal  Highness  has  bad  in  vkw, 
of  providing  for  tbe  more  extensive  appli- 
cation of  the  military  force  of  the  Sicilian 
government  to  offenaiye  operations  against 
the  comdMMi  enemy :  » 

^  That  whilst  we  learn  from  bis  Royal 
Highness,  that  the  declaration  of  war  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of 
America  was  made  under  circumstances 
which  might  have  afforded  a  reasonable 
expectation  that  tbe  amicable  relations 
between  the  two  nations  would  not  long 
be  interrupted,  we  participate  ia  the  re- 

Set  expressed  by  bis  Roytil  Highness, 
at  the  conduct  and  pretensions  of  that 
government  have  hitherto  prerented  the 
conclusion  of  any  pacific  arrangeanent : 

"That  we  rejoice  to  learn,  that  not- 
withstanding the  measures  of  hostility 
which  have  been  principally  directed 
against  the  adjoining  British  provinces, 
and  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to 
seduce  the  inhabitanu  of  them  from  their 
allegiance  to  his  Mejesty,  his  Royal  HigU- 
nass  has  received  such  satisfactory  proofs 
of  loyalty  and  attachment  finam  his  Ma** 
jesty  "a  au^geou  in  JioHh  America^  mi  that 


tbo  attend  of  the  «May  to  invafc 
Upper  Canada  have  not  only  proved  abor^i 
tive,  bot  that  by  the  jndicioua  arrange- 
menis  of  the  govemer- general,  and  by  thw 
skill  and  dedsion  with  which  the  ntlttary 
operations  have  been  conducted,  tbe  forcea 
of  the  enemy  asseaobled  for  that  purpose 
in  one  quarter  have  been  compelled  to  ca^ 
pttulate,  and  in  another  have  bean  defeats 
ad  with  eonsiderable  loss : 

"  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  thai 
we  fully  rely  on  the  exertion  of  bis  besi 
efiRnrts  u>r  the  restoration  of  the  VelaCiona 
of  peace  and  amity  between  the  two  co«n» 
tries,  but  that  until  this  object  can  be  at- 
tained, without  sacri6cing  the  maritime 
rights  of  Great  Britain,  his  Royal  Higii« 
ness  may  rely  upon  our  cordial  support  in 
tbe  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war : 

"  To  return  our  humble  thanks  to  bia 
Royal  Highness,  for  having  directed  tha 
estimates  for  tbe  services  of  tbe  ensuing 
year  to  be  laid  before  us  ^  and  to  assura 
bis  Royal  Highness,  that  we  will  readily 
furnish  such  supplies  as  may  be  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  provide  for  the  great  iiw 
terests  committed  to  his  charge,  and  to 
afford  the  best  prospect  of  bringing  the 
contest  in  which  his  Majesty  is  engagai 
to  a  successfiil  termination: 

<<  That  we.will  not  fail  to  take  into  ant 
early  consideration  the  propriety  of  pro* 
Tiding  effectually  for  the  future  govern* 
ment  of  the  provinces  of  India,  and  that  in 
considering  tbe  variety  of  interests  wfaich 
are  connected  with  this  important  subject, 
our  best  efibrts  will  be  employed  in  mak« 
ing  such  an  arrangement,  as  may  b^'st 
promote  tbe  prosperity  of  the  Brttiah  pos« 
sessions  in  that  quariier,  and  at  the  saaM 
time  aecure  the  greatest  advantageato  tha 
eonunerce  and  revenue  of  bis  Msfesiy's 
dominions : 

*'  That  we  sincerely  participate  in  tha 
satisfaction  expressed  by  his  Royal  High»» 
ness  at  the  success  of  the  measures  adopt* 
ed  for  suppressing  the  spirit  of  outage 
and  insobordinatiott  which  bad  appeared 
in  some  parts  of  tbe  country,  and  at  the 
disposttien  which  has  been  manifested  to 
take  advantage  of  the  indemnity  beUI  out 
to  the  deluded  by  the  wisdom  and  bettevo« 
leoce  of  parliament:  we  trust  that  btsRoyal 
Highness  will  never  have  occasion  to  ln» 
ment  the  recurrence  of  atrecities^se  re* 
pugoant  to  tbe  British  cbafacter  ;*  and 
tiiat  all  hie  Majesty's  subjeoU  will  be  im«* 
pressed  with  tbe  cowwtion  that  tha  bap^ 
piness  of  individttals,  and  tbe  welfare  of 
tiw.  stale,  equally?. Impend  apaa  a  striol 
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obedience  to  the  laws,  and  an  altadunent 
to  our  excellent  constitution  :  ^ 

«'  That  his  Royal  Highness  may  be  as- 
sared»  that  the  same  firmness  and  perseve- 
ranee  which  hare  been  manifested  on  so 
many  and  snch  trying  occasions,  will  not 
be  wanting  at  a  time  when  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe  and  the  world  are  fixed  upon  as; 
ttid  tnat  folly  convinced  as  we  are  that,  in 
the  exercise  of  the  great  trust  reposed  in 
bis  Royal  Highness,  he  has  no  sentiment 
•o  near  his  heart  as  the  desire  of  promot- 
ing, by  oTery  means  in  his  power,  the  real 
prosperity  and  lasting  happiness  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  he  may  at  all  times 
rely  on  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  and  the 
aealoos  and  cordial  support  of  thb  Honse/' 

Mr.  Hati  Davis  said,  that  in  rising  to 
second  the  Address,  it  was  not  his  wish  or 
intention  to  trespass  long  upon  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  by  a  protracted  no- 
tice of  the  topics  which  it  contained. 
They  had  been  so  ably  elucidated  in  the 
Speech  iiadf,  and  the  ttoble  mo?er  had  so 
well  and  so  clearly  detailed  the  reasons  that 
operated  upon  fami  in  proposing  the  Ad- 
dross,  that  he  should  nave  little  occasion 
lo  detain  them  long^.  Though  unwilling 
to  intrude  upon  their  attention,  be  could 
not  bowerer  resist  the  motiyes  that  in- 
duced him  to  second  the  Address.  At  a 
moment  like  the  present,  when  Europe 
looked  up  to  this  country  as  the  principal 
source  from  which  resistance  to  the  power 
of  France  was  to  be  expected,  and  all 
eyes  were  turned  upon  us  as  the  source 
whence  the  liberation  of  Europe  was  to 
flow,  it  was  superfluous  to  state  that  his 
Royal  Highness  was  called  to  the  go?era« 
ment  at  a  most  important  crisis.  In  re- 
viewing the  eyents  that  had  taken  place 
since  bis  accession  to  power,  it  was  im- 
|KMsib1e  not  to  dwell  with  hope  and  with 
pride  upon  the  splendid  success  which 
had  attended  the  British  arms,  in  every 
part  of  the  world  in  which  they  were  em- 
ployed. Spain  had  witnessed  that  suc- 
cess, almost  in  erery  one  of  its  proTincet. 
It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  recur  to 
the  bravery  by  which  Badajoi  had  been 
relieved,  or  to  the  splendid  victory  at  Sa- 
lamanca,  or  the  consequences  that  follow- 
ed from  that  victory.  Wherever  British 
•oldiers  were  brought  into  action,  they 
displayed  prodigies  of  heroism  that  must 
have  filled  every  person  who  heard  him 
with  exultation.  But,  cheerinff  as  was 
the  prospect  which  Spain  held  out,  he 
was  happy  to  ^y  that  the  prospect  was 
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not  less  cheering  in  the  north  oTEurope. 
When  Buonaparte  entered  Ra8sia,regard- 
less  of  the  lives  of  those  ^hcm  he  led  to 
conquer  it,  and  of  the  rights  of  those 
whom  he  invaded,  he  flattered  himself 
that  he  could,  after  enterins  Moscow,  dic- 
tate a  peace  to  the  Russians  with  the 
same  insolence  as  he  had  before  done  to 
the  Austrians  at  Vienna ;  but  Russia,  with 
a  degree  of  firmness  and  self-devotion  al- 
most imexampled  in  history,  had  sacrificed 
a  capital  to  save  an  empire,  and  by  that 
means  defeated  the  proud  designs  of  her 
invader.    He  was  now  farther  than  ever 
from  the  attainment  of  his  object,  for 
scarcely  had  the  despot  time  to  ruminate 
amid  the  ruins  of  Moscow  when  he  wae 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  disgraceful 
and  disastrous  retreat.    The  emperor  of 
Russia  had  shewed  that  he  was  not  a  per- 
son to  be  intimidated  by  threats,  or  de- 
ceived by  negociation.    In  France  he  had 
fotmd  an  implacable  foe;   in  Britain  a 
friend,  upon  whom  he  could  place  a  steady 
reliance.     Of  his  reliance  upon  British 
honour  he  could  not  eive  a  stronger  proof 
than  hb  determination  of  sending    his 
fleeto  into  the  porU  of  this  country.— 
With  respect  to  America,  every  person 
must  lament   that   the    endeavours    for 
brinffing  about  a  peace  had  been  unsuc- 
cessluL    The  removal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  naturally  induced  an  expectation^ 
both  in  the  House  and  in  the  country* 
that  America  would  embrace  that  oppor- 
tunity of  removing  whatever  causes  for 
hostility  existed  l^tween  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  contribute  her  assistance  against 
the  common  foe  of  Europe  and  of  the 
world.    The  event,  however,  unfortimate- 
Iv,  did  not  justify  such  expectations,  and 
the  American  government  bad  thought 
proper  to  commence   hostilities.      War 
was,  he  would  confess,  a  thinff  always  to 
be  deplored,  but  as  the  endeavours  to 
avoid  It  had  been  unavailing,  he  willingly 
anticipated  on  the  part  of  this  country, 
that  union  and  energy  in  the  prosecutioD 
of  it,  which  the  enemy  would  not  fail  to 
employ  on  their  part.    He  doubted  not 
but  the  voice  both  of  the  House  and  of 
the  country  would  concur  in  the  determi- 
nation to  prosecute  it  with  vigour.    With 
respect  to  the  troubles  that  had  lately  pre- 
vailed in  the  northern  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, he  could  not  but  congratulate    the 
House  upon  their  removal,  which  was  to 
be  attributed  to  the  mild  and  early  mea- 
sures adopted  by  the  government.    Th^ 
time  was  now*  he  hopedt  arrived*  when  a 
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,^^  f  tgorOMiestttttce  might  be  expecU 
•d  to  tbe  power  and  the  encroachmenu  of 
F^toce.  it  was  by  a  retbtance  strong 
tod  penefering,  and  by  such  resistance 
od]v>  that  they  coaM  hope  for  a  lasting 
iDci  honourable  peace.  Soch  a  peace  was 
only  to  be  won  by  impreaiing  upon  the 
eoeo?  a  conTiction  of  their  power  to  re* 
liflt  hif  efforts;  and  it  was  only  by  such  a 
peace  that  they  coold  gtyeto  the  ezhaost- 
cd  powers  of  Europe,  safely,  indepen- 
dence, and  prosper!^. 

A  pause  of  some  length  here  ensoed. 
The  question  was  put,  and  was  about  to  be 
cairisd  without  discussion,  when 

Mr.  Camdng  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  foU 
lowiageffiNrt: 

Sir;  I  hare  no  intention  to  interrupt 
tile  nnsnhnity  with  which  the  question  in 
TOtf  hsud  seems  about  to  be  carried.  I 
Bvn  waited  until  the  very  last  moment 
is  the  expectation  that  the  rumour  which 
iiai  been  so  currently  circulated  of  an 
MKodsMnt  to  be  proposed  from  another 
qQtrter,would  be  realised;  ha?inff  myself 
Doamoidment  tooflfer;  and  wishing  for 
the  coa?enience  of  the  order  of  debate,  to 
follow  rather  Uian  to  precede  the  speech 
of  the  hon«  gentleman  who  was  expected  to 

aieone.  Botno  such  proposition  being 
,  and  tbe  question  bemg  put  from 
the  chair,  I  cannot  allow  it  to  pass  with- 
out explaining  the  grounds  on  which  I 
coocor  in  the  Address  that  has  been  moved, 
uhI  the  qoaliBcations  with  which  I  foel  my*^ 
ieif  boond  to  accompany  that  concurrence. 
Sir,  wbateyer  amendment,  if  anv,  had 
heea  proposed,  I  should  have  felt,  that 
asder  the  circumstances  of  the  time,  and 
Dsder  tbe  circnmstances  in  which  the 
Hosie  and  the  country  are  placed,  it 
wosld  hare  been  desirable,  in  making 
ov  decision  between  two  difierent  forms 
oC  address,  to  decide  in  favour  of  that 
wlttch  would  least  pledge  our  judgment, 
ud  would  allow  the  greatest  freedom  to 
osr  future  deliberations.  In  the  first 
i^nion  of  a  new  parliamentr-*a  parlia- 
BKnt  too  in  which  there  is  a  greater  in- 
foaoQof  new  members  than  is  ordinarily 
feen 00 a chanffe  in  the  representation; 
in  a  itate  of  public  affairs  so  complicated 
ti  that  in  which  the  country  is  at  this 
BMMsent  placed,— ^when  we  are  called 
*paa  to  aaswer  a  speech  from  the  throne, 
ombraciug  so  many  important  topics, 
upon  many  of  which  enquiry  and  infer- 
^ioo  may  be  requisite,  it  would  hsire 
litea  highly  undesirable  that  this  House 
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pledffe  itself,  in  any  way,  by  a 
precipitate  decision ;  and  as  any  amend- 
ment that  could  have  been  proposed, 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  more 
precise  than  4he  Address  moved  by  the 
noble  lord,  I  should  undoubtedly  have 
preferred  the  original  Address  to  such  aa 
amendment,  'm  Address,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  collect  ito  tendency, 
very  properly  abstains  from  pledging  the 
House  to  an^  thins  farther,  than  that  to 
which  every  uidivioual  in  the  House,  and 
every  individual  in  the  country,  must  be 
ready  to  testify  an  instant  and  cordial 
assent,  namelyi  to  the  afibrding  every  pos- 
sible support  to  the  executi?e  government 
in  the  great  contest  in  which  we  are  en* 
gaged.  It  goes  no  farther  than  to  rejoice 
at  the  fortunate,  and  to  lament  the  un- 
fortunate, occurrences  of  the  last  six 
months ;  to  promise  every  aid  that  may 
be  necessary  to  improve  the  former,  to  re- 
pair the  latter,  ana  to  bring  the  whole  to 
a  happy  issue.  In  these  pledges.  Sir,  I 
trust  vthat  every  man  who  hears  me,  and 
I  am  confident  that  an  incalculable  ma- 
jority of  the  country  at  large  are  prepared, 
without  hesitation,  to  concur. 

But,  if  the  Address  proposed  by  the 
noble  lord,  however  unexceptionable  in 
its  general  tenour,  had  been  allowed  te 
pass  without  comment  or  observation,  it 
might  possibly  be  inferred  that  every  man 
who  had  concurred  in  it  was  bound  to  ap- 
prove the  details  of  every  measure  re- 
ferred to  in  it,  and  that  all  enouiry  was 
precluded  by  this  unanimous  and  approv- 
mg  vote,  on  points  which  misht  bere- 
aftor  appear  to  require  Curther  ilTustration. 
It  is  merely  to  gnard  myself  against  such 
a  sweeping  conclusion,  thati  presume^  Sir, 
at  the  present  moment,  to  detain  you  and 
the  House  for  a  short  time,  while  I  ex- 
plain my  sentiments  on  several  of  the 
topics  comprehended  in  the  noble  lord's 
Address. 

Sir,  the  general  view  of  our  situation 
naturally  divides  itself  into  domestic  and 
foreign;  and  the  foreign  portion  of  that- 
Tiew  into  the  contemplation  of  three  dis- 
tinct wars,  in  which  we  are  principab  or 
accessaries. — ^The  first  is  the  war  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  which  we  are  cheering 
with  our  encouragement,  animating  with 
our  applause,  and  following  in  iu  progress 
from  day  to  day  with  our  fondest  hopes 
and  most  lively 'anxieties ;  but  with  re- 
spect to  which  our  situation  is  that  of 
deeply  interested  spectators  rather  than  of 
active  partisans.    Tbe  second  is  the  war 
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k  ihe  pcmncnto,  carrifld  <m  prindptlly 
fr«B  oar  own  rewiircet,  aided  howeTer  in 
«OBie  degree  by  those  of  tlie  allies  wt^ee 
Cftaet  is  iutcnedimteiy  Goncerned;  and 
«pon  the  measure  of  i^hose  co-operation^ 
^erefore,  oar  success  must  in  the  same 
degree  depend.  The  third  is  the  war  with 
die  United  States  of  America,  in  wfaick 
we  ire  engased  ^one,  and  in  the  condnct 
of  which,  therefore,  oar  go? emment  is 
cxclosiveiy  responsible. 

With  respect.  Sir,  lo  tbe  war  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  it  was  well  said  by  the 
noble  lord'  who  moved  the  Address,  that 
it  is  the  child  of  that  great  e£R>rt  in  the 
peninsula,  which  has  enabled  Europe  to 
peAect  on  its  condition,  and  has  roused  it 
to  a  struggle  for  emancipation.  There 
can  be  but  one  feeling— that  of  unbounded 
admiration*-at  the  great  efforts  which 
l^ssia  has  made.  Noble  indeed  has  been 
the  struggle,  and  elorious  beyond  antici- 
pation the  results  m  that  quarter;— there 
—even  there,  where  the  tyrant  of  the 
world  doubtlessly  anticipated  an  easy  vic- 
tory, and  concluded,  from  former  experi- 
ence, that  one  decistre  battle  would  be 
the  precursor  of  an  abject  peace — there, 
where  thinking  that  be  knew  his  man, 
aad  that  he  should  have  only  one  man  to 
cope  with,  and  to  cajole,  he  found  what 
bo  bad  forgotten  to  take  into  his  estimate, 
a  nation ; — where  imagining  that,  having 
issued  a  boUetin  and  taken  a  fort,  his 
work  was  done,  he  unexpectedly  found  a 
oooatiess  population  thronging  to  the 
standard  of  their  sovereign,  prepared  for 
exertions  and  for  sacrifices  such  as  the 
wodd  has  seldom,  if  ever,  witnessed  be- 
fore ;  and  opposing  not  merely  with  the 
arms  of  a  disciplined  soldiery,  not  merely 
with  the  physical  mass  of  impenetrable 
nuiltitudes,  but  with  famine  and  with  fire, 
with  the  voluntary  destruction  of  thehr 
€mm  resources,  and  with  the  conflagration 
of  their  own  homes^  the  progress  of  his 
deaolating  ambition.  Sir,  there  is  no  man 
who  can  contemplate  tho  recent  occur- 
ronces  in  the  north  of  Earopo  without 
fooling  his  heart  bum  within  him.  There 
is  no  man  who  can  contemplate  them 
without  exulting  at  the  defeat  of  those 
principles  of  raise  philosophy  which, 
having  first  misled  the  world,  have  at 
length  deceived  those  by  whom  they 
were  originally  asserted.  The  invader  of 
Bussiafiattered  himself,  as  the  noble  mover 
of' the  Addrws  has  justly  observed,  that  a* 
nation,  to  which  he  aflkced  the  appellation 
of  barbarous^  and  which  hou  pictured  to 
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himself  as  in  a  condition  of  degradmf^ 
and  disheartening  servitude,  eouki  enters 
tain  no  generous  and  patriotic  sentiment. 
He  had  yet  to  learn,  that  there  is  a  prio* 
ciple  of  instinctive  patriotism,  which  pre* 
vails  even  over  the  vice  of  positive  insti- 
tutions; he  had  to  learn  that  in  spite  of 
the  doctrines,  and  it  may  be  added  of  too 
many  of  the  events  of  the  last  twenty  year^ 
it  is  not  an  universal  truth  that  before  the 
people  of  any  country  determine  to  renst 
an  invader,  they  coldly  speculate  on  alt 
the  possible  improvements  to  be  made  by 
regenerating  laws  in  the  actual  condition 
of  their  socie^,  that  they  refo^  to  draw 
a  sword  in  defence  of  their  altars  or  their 
fire-sides,  until  they  have  weighed  well 
the  question,  whether  they  be  worth  de- 
fending, and  entered  at  full  leisure  and 
with  all  imaginable  research  into  a  com* 
parative  anatomy  of  varioas  political  con- 
stitntions.  Sir,  the  invader  of  Russia  haa 
found  that  the  natural  feelings  of  man, 
the  sacred  attachment  to  home,  the  tiea 
of  custom,  of  family,  of  kindred,  are 
enouffh  to  arouse  resistance  to  a  foreign 
invader,  come  though  he  may  with 
splendid  promises  of  fireedom  and  im- 
provement; that  he  may  be  resisted,  and 
gallantly  and  effectually  resisted,  by  those 
whom  he  proposes  to  regenerate,  not  merely 
because  it  may  be  apprehended  that  he 
might  not  realize  those  promises,  but 
simply  because  he  is  a  foreigner  and  an 
invader.  Sir,  if  this  were  to  be  the  solo 
result  of  what  has  taken  place  in  the 
north,  it  would  be  an  invaluable  addition 
to,-*-or  rather  it  would  be  a  timely  and 
salutary  revival  of,  those  ancient  maxims  of 
national  independence,  which  the  convul- 
sions of  the  modern  vrorld  have  almost 
buried  in  oblivion.  But  is  this  all  ?  Can 
any  man  who  looks  at  the  present  condi- 
tion of  Buonaparte,  with  what  wonderfol 
ability  soever  he  may  have  rescued  him* 
self  from  former  difficulties,  (and  I  am 
sure,  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny  him  the 
possession  of  stupendous  ability)  but  can 
any  man  look  at  his  present  condition, 
and  so  chastise  his  feelings  as  not  to  en- 
tertain a  sanguine  hope  of  events  most  de- 
cisively favourable  to  the  general  cause  of 
Europe? 

This,  Sir,  is  the  view  which  I  at  least 
take  of  this  subject.  So  far  as  I  can 
be  apprised  of  the  circumstances,  I  give 
full  credit  to  ministers  for  the  conduct 
which  they  appear  to  have  pursued  to<» 
wards  RussUt — in  what  regards  the  com- 
meocemeat  of  the  war,  mi  for  (what  I 
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take  for  granted  to  be)  their  intention  to 
give  to  the  emperor  of  Ruasia  every  pos- 
sible aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
when  once  began.  I  understand  them  to 
have  abstained  from  any  advice  or  inter- 
ference tending  to  urge  the  emperor  of 
Russia  to  embark  in  a  war,  which,  had  it 
been  carried  on  with  ordinary  means, 
or  in  an  ordinary  spirit— had  it  not 
l>een  national — had  it  not  been  a  war 
of  the  people  as  well  as  of  the  go- 
vernment,— mast  ere  now  have  led  to 
his  rain.  I  give  them  credit  at  the 
same  time  for  having  hailed  with  admi- 
ration and  delight,  the  first  symptoms 
of  such  a  determined  spirit  on  the  part 
both  of  the  government  and  of  the  people 
of  Russia,  as  has  been  exhibited  in  this 
unexampled  campaign;  and  for  having 
endeavoured  to  aid  a  contest  begun  (with- 
out tbeir  advice)  by  Russia,  for  Russian 
objects,  and  conducted  by  Russian  coun- 
cils, with  purely  Russian  energy  and  zeal, 
as  warmly,  as  if  it  had  been  commenced 
Ml  their  instigation. , 

But  here.  Sir,  a  question  arises,  respect- 
ing which  some  future  explanation  seems 
to  roe  indispensable.  How  has  it  hap- 
pened, that  having  made  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  Sweden,  upon  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  congratulate  the  Prince  Regent ; 
and  having  for  the  last  six  months  heard 
notes  of  preparation  in  every  port  of  that 
kingdom,  how  happens  it  that  the  power 
of  Sweden  has  not  been  brought  to  bear 
In  aid  of  the  Russian  cause,  at  a  moment 
when,  if  ever,  the  interposFtion  of  a  third 
power  might  have  been  decisive  of  the 
'  contest  ?  To  this  question  I  do  not  desire 
an  immediate  reply  ;  but  I  cannot  vote  for 
an  Address  containing  a  congratulation  on 
the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with  Sweden, 
and  at  the  same  time  observe  Buonaparte 
retreating,  and  in  a  situation  which  an  ef- 
fective attack  on  his  rear  might  render 
doubly  perilous,  without  asking,  what  im- 
pediment prevented  the  co-operation  of 
Sweden,  and  whether  that  impediment 
was  indeed  sqch  as  it  was  not  in  human 
foresight  to  anticipate,  or  in  human  wis- 
dom to  remove  ?  The  treaty  with  Swe- 
den is  not  before  the  House ;  I  can 
therefore  argue  upon  it  only  from  the  ge- 
neral information,  which  every  one  pos- 
sesses. But,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten, 
that  in  concluding  this  treaty,  the  court 
of  St.  James's  and  that  of  Stockholm, 
did' not  stand  on  an  exact  footing  of  equa- 
lity. We  had  a  boon  to  grant,  for  which 
we  had  a  right  to  require  an  equivalent. 
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At  all  times,  the  acknowledgment  of  a 
new  dynasty  (to  say  nothing  of  an  usur- 
pation) is  counted  as  a  concession  for 
which,  if  necessary  or  desirable,  a  com- 
pensation may  be  demanded.  In  the 
treaty  with  Sweden,  we  began  with  the 
acknowled^ent  of  a  iiew  dynasty,  and 
incidentally  of  the  Frenchman  who  is  now 
the  crown  prince,  and  eventually  heir  to 
the  throne.  That  an  equivalent  for  this 
acknowledgment  should  have  been  re- 
quired merely  for  the  sake  of  maintaining 
the  principle  andthe  right,  I  am  not  so  pe- 
dantic or  so  scrupulous  as  to  pretend  :  but 
with  Russia  in  the  situation  in  which  she 
was,  1  think  our  right  ought  not  to  have 
been  improvidentiy  waved,  if  we  could 
have  stipulated  any  thing  for  her  benefiL 
That  such  a  stipulation  must  have  beei) 
in  our  contemplation  when  we  made  peace 
with  Sweden,  there  can  be  no  doubt :  it 
remains  to  be  explained,  how  that  stipu- 
lation has  been  missed,  or  has  been  ren- 
dered inefficient. 

In  considering  the  war  in  Russia,  as 
arising  out  of  the  war  in  the  peninsula, 
(the  view  of  it  taken  by  the  noble  lord), 
a  new  question  arises.  Hitherto  we  have 
carried  on  the  war  in  the  peninsula,  with 
no  relation  to  any  other  nations  than 
those  which  inhabited  the  peninsula  itself. 
But  our  effbrts  in  the  peninsula  are  tio 
longer  to  be  considered  as  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  the  interests  of  Portugal  and 
Spain ;  it  h  not  for  their  sakes,  or  for 
our  own  and  theirs,  alone,  that  we  were 
under  an  obligation  to  prosecute  vigorous- 
ly a  contesf,  on  the  faith  of  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  which  Russia  involved  her« 
self  in  hostilities  with  France.  I  have  al« 
ready  said,  that  judging  what  must  pro- 
bably have  been  the  language  held  by  our 
government  to  Russia,  I  entirely  and 
unequivocally  approve  it  I  believe  our 
government  to  nave  said  to  the  court  of 
St.  Petersburgb,  *'  if  you  engage  in  a  war 
with  France  with  a  view  to  your  own  in- 
terests, we  will  help  you  as  far  as  we  may 
be  able ;  but  depend  not  'On  our  direct 
and  immediate  aid.  Our  principal  efforts 
must  be  made  in  the  peninsula,  and  in 
making  them  there  we  shall  do  more  to- 
wards your  assistance  than  by  any  pecii- 
rtiary  or  military  support  that  we  should 
be  able  to  afford  you/'  That,  I  take. 
Sir,  to  have  been  the  language  held  to 
Russia ;  and  it  was  wise  language.  Hav- 
ing held  it,  it  behoved  us  to  strain  every 
nerve  in  the  peninsula,  to  make  good  the 
expectations  which  we  had  raised. 

(F). 
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While,  therefore,  I  cordially  joio   in 
^very  word  of  the  Address  which  coogra- 
tulates  his  Royal  Highness  on  the  splendid 
fsxploits   of  our  argny  in  the  peninsgla, 
and  of  their  gallant  and  immortal  leader, 
if  I  am  called  upon  to  declare  that  the 
xesalt  of  those  brilliant  exploits,  such  as 
^e  now  see  it,  has  satisfied  the  hope  and 
expectations  oC  the  country,  I  jnust  beg 
leave  expressly  to  guard  myself  against 
being  supposed  to  concur  in  th^t  inter- 
pretation  of  the  Address.    Do  Jt,  therefore, 
count  the  victory  of  Salamanca  as  no- 
thing, even  if  its- consequences  terminated 
on  the  plains  upon  which  it  was  fought  ? 
Certainly  not.    1,  who  held  up  the  barren 
laurels,  (as  they  were  often  described),  of 
.Talavera,  to  the  admiration  of  the  country, 
,<:aix  hardly  be  suspected  of  a  djspositiop  to 
withhold  my  applause  from  the  splendid 
achievement  of  Salamanca,  even  had  no 
result  proceeded  from  it  but  th^e  acqui- 
sition of  national  glory.    But,  Sir,  I  am 
compelled  to  compare  the  hopes  which 
the  victory  of  Salamanca  inspired,  with 
the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  the  penin- 
.sula  presented  to  us  at  the  opening  of  the 
.present  session.    It  is  impossible  for  any 
man  not  in  an  official  situation,  actually 
to  demonstrate  that  we  could  have  made 
greater  efforts  in  the  peninsular  war,  or,  if 
we  had  made  greater  efforts,  that  they 
would  have  been  su.ccessful*    Od  a  former 
occasion — an  occasion  which  occurred  not 
in  this  House,  but  in  the  course  of  trans* 
.  actions  which  took  place  last  year,  and 
,, which   because,  matter  of    p^blicity — I 
.  mean.   Sir,  during  the  i^egociations  last 
.year  for  the  formation  of  a  new  admi* 
nistration,  I  studiously  and  explicitly  d^- 
.  clined  giving  a  decided  opinion  myself,  or 
<;oncurring  in  an  opinion  given  by  others, 
(^Lth  whom  in  most  points  of  public  mo- 
ment I  did  concur),  that  the  scale  of  the 
war  in  the  peninsula  had    not  been  as 
great  as    our    means   might  enable    us 
to  make  it.    I  had  not  then  the  materials 
for  forming  a  confident,  much  less  a  cri- 
juinatory  judgement  upon  that  point.    I 
have  not  those  materials  now.    It  would 
.  require  a  detailed  knowledge  of  the  state 
of  the  military,  and  the  pecuniary  means 
of  the  count/y,  which,  out  of  office,  and 
withput   any  official  information  as  yet 
laid  before  parliament,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  possess.    But  this  information  must  be 
laid  before  ua.     And  in  the  mean  time  I 
cannot  hesitate  to  allow,  that  the  primd 
4[cte  case  of  such  successes,  terminating 
in  8a(:h  a  retreat,  does  call  for  explanation. 
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I  cannot  hesitate  to  say,  that  if  there  be 
in  the  power  of  ministers  any  means  yet 
untried— any  effort  yet  unattempted-^any 
resources  yet  unexplored — any  accumula- 
tion of  force  yet  omitted — any  increase 
of  energy  yet  delayed — not  only  such  ad- 
ditional exertibn  ought  to  be  immediately 
made,  but  that  it    ought  to  have  been 
made  long  ago.    If  a  reinforcement  can 
be  sent  out  now,  it  is  for  ministers  to 
prove  that  it  could  not  have  been  sent 
out  before.     If  any  measure  can  now  be 
adopted  by  which  the  disposable  force  of 
the  country  may  be  augmentefl,  the  bur- 
den is  on  ministers  to  prove  that  such  a 
measure  could  not  have  been  taken  six 
months  ago ;  when,  instead  of  retrieving 
reverses,  it  might  have  ensured  a  conti- 
nuance of  success.    If  ministers  hare  it 
in  contemplation  at  present  to  call  on  the 
country  to  make  apy  extraordinary  effort, 
why  was  not  that  call  made  in  July  last  ? 
Why  was  not  the  last  session  of  the  last 
parliament  prolonged  for  that  purpose  ?  I 
can,  therefore,  concur  in  the  implied  ap- 
probation of  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  the 
peninsula,  oi)ly  on  the  understanding  that 
it  shall  be  hereafter  shewn  that  government 
did  not  possess  the  means  of  making  any 
additional  effort,  to  bring  the  contest  to  a 
favourable  termination.    The  higher  vre 
estimate  lord  Wellington's  merit,  and  ho 
man  is  disposed  to  estimate  it  more  high- 
ly than  myself,  the  mo^e  should  we  regret 
any  misplaced  economy,  any  shrinking 
from ,  exertion  that  had    a  tendency  to 
cripple  his  operations,  and  prevent  hvm 
from    attaining  those   important   objects 
whicb  his  great  mind  had  in  contempla- 
tion.   It  is  difficult,  as  I  have  already 
said,  to  prove  to  a   demonstration  that 
more  might  have  beeja  done.    But  if  I 
were  put  to    the  question,  I  must  say, 
that  I  believe  that  greater  efforts  might 
have  been  made,  and  I  believe,  that  if 
those  efforts  had  been  made,  they  might 
have  proved  eminently,  nay,  perhaps  con- 
clusively successful. 

To  those.  Sir,  who  habitually  despond 
of  the  means  and  resources  of  the  coun- 
try; who  think  that  she  has  taken  her 
stand  too  high  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  that  she  ought  to  return  to  her 
proper  level,  to  shrink  into  her  shell,  I 
may  expose  myself  to  the  imputation  of 
insanity,  when  I  talk  of  extending  our  mi- 
litary exertions.  But  I  will  ask  those 
gentlemen,  whether  if  the  efforts  which 
we  have  lately  been  making  bad  been 
predicted  ien  years  ago,  the  prophecy 
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would  not  hvrt  been  received  with  ab- 
Bolute  derision.  But  whether  it  be  true 
or  no  that  the  resources  of  the  country  are, 
(as  I  believe  the  spirit  ,of  the  country  to 
be),  adequate  to  an  extension  of  our  ex- 
ertlons  in  the  peninsular  war,  must,  I  allow, 
be  matter  of  discussion  hereafter.  This, 
^t  least,  is  certain,  that  the  imagination  of 
tnan  could  hardly  devise  a  situation  of  af- 
fairs In  Europe  so  favourable  to  a  great 
effort  as  that  which  has  recently  occurred. 
Since  the  commencement  of  {he  present 
war,  since  the  commencement  of  the  re- 
ToTutionary  war,  the  power  of  France  was 
never  so  thoroughly  occupied.  Never  has 
she  played  so  deep  a  game ;  never  has  her 
nazard  been  so  mighty ;  never  has  her 
rain  been  so  near  its  accomplishment. 
While  the  strength  of  France  was  wither- 
ing in  the  north.  Oh!  that  we  had' had 
fjbe  means  of  pusbinff  to  a  successful  ex- 
tent our  efforts  in  the  peninsula!  With 
such  a  general,  and  such  a  cause,  what 
might  we  not  have  justly  expected ! — a 

Stneral  of  whom  it  is  no^  too  much  to  say^ 
at  whatever  might  have  been  the  scope 
•f  action  opened  to  him,  he  would  have 
Imade'  it'  one  continued  scene  bf  glory  to 
^itnseir  ahd  ^is  country.  Lobking  at 
^hat  ^e  has  already  done,  with  means 
coQip^i^tlvely  so  limited,  is  itextravagant 
to  presume,  that  with  an  increase,  even  a 
email  increase  of  force,  he  might  have 
pccopied  Madrid,  not  merely  as  the  ex- 
iremjty,  l)ut  as  the  centre  of  his  opera- 
tions F  Considering  the  present  state  of 
prance,  and  the  general  discontent  that 
must  pervade  that  country,  considering 
l^e  situation  of  Buonaparte,  struggling 
^ith  unexpected  and  unprecedented  re- 
Verses,  war  and  famine  wearing  down 
)^a  exhausted  legions  in  the  north,  mi^ht 
pot  ford  Wellington  before  this  time,  m- 
atead  of  retreating  within  the  frontiers  of 
Portugal,  have  been  advancing  to  the 
^undaries  bf  ,$pain,  and  hovering  from 
tlie  bro.w  of'tlie  Pyrenean  moiintains  over 
insurgent  jprovinces  of  the  ^rench  em- 
jpiref 

Bpt  .hpjirever  questionable  it  may  ap- 
pear to  some  gentlemen,  whether  such  an 
extension  bf'our  military  efforts '  was  in- 
^eefl  within  our  power,  cleat  at  least,  I 
.apprehend *tt  will  be  admitted  to, be,  that 
'^r  power  alone  ought  to  have  been  the 
'l^nut  of  pur  exertions  ;-^the  principle  at 
jl^t  wUi  be  admitted,  that  an  econon^y 
'\n  war  which  restricts  and  husbands  oOr 
^tt^orts,  IB  the  worst  description  bf  econo- 
Jigr^  p'd,tt^t  f|grs^^  ^f^^^SP^,^!?^^'"*  ^ 
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sudden  decision  of  the  contest,  at  an 
opportunity  peculiarly  favourable,  al- 
though it  may  be  accompanied  with  two- 
fold cost, — is  best  calculated  to  htin^  a 
contest  to  a  speedy  and  honourable  termi- 
nation, and  therefore  most  congenial  to 
the  interests  as  well  as  t|ie  character  of 
the  country.  And  however  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  this  doctrine  could  be 
practically  applied  to  the  contest  in  the 
peninsula,  no  man,  I  presume,  will  deny 
it  to  have  been  both  within  our  power  tb 
apply,  and  pecuHarly  applicable  to  that 
third  contest  in  which  we  are  exclusively 
engaged— I  ^lean  the  War  with  America. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  ex- 
pressing what  every  man  in  the  country 
feels  in  common  with  myself— an  anxious 
wish  that  two  nations,  bound  te  each 
other  by  so  many  ties  of  consanguinity 
and  interest,  should  remain  in  a  state  of 
amity.  But,  Sir,  ivith  America  as  with 
any  other  country,  when  once  the  die  was 
cast,  when  once  war  was  manifestly  inevi* 
table,  it  became  us  to  be  prompt  in  our 
measures,  and,  by  vigorous  proceedings, to 
brinff  the  contest  to  a  speedy  and  succesful 
termination.  The  Address  moved  by  the 
noble  lord  states,  that  we  learn  from  his 
.Royal  Highness,  that  the  declaration  of 
war  by  America  was  issued  at  a  time 
when  circumstances  led  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  hope,  that  the  disputes  between 
the  two  countries  might  be  amicably  ar- 
ranged. If,  Sir,  the  Address  had  stated 
that  as  our  opinion,  1  could  not  have 
assented  to  such  a  statement.  In  receiv* 
ing  the  opinion  from  his  Royal  High- 
ness, we  niust  presume  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  speak  from  sources  of  intelligence 
n6t  opeii  to  us.  From  any  observation 
which  I  had  the  means  of  making  at 
\he  time,  I  must  say  plainly  that,  when 
the  declaration  of  Waf  reached  this  coun- 
try froni  America,  (I  believe  it  reached 
u^  oh  the  day  on  which  the  last  par- 
Uament  was  prorogued)  I  did  not  en- 
tertain the  slightest  expectation,  nor  was 
there  on  the  face  of  the  document,  the 
slightest  justification  of  any  expectation, 
that  what  had  been  done  in  this  country 
would  remove  the  causes  which  had  in- 
duced America  to  go  to  War  with  us.  For 
in  that  declaration,  the  demand  for  the  re- 
scinding of  the  Orders  in  Council,  which 
had  hitherto  been  insisted  on  by  America, 
and  still  more'  by  those  who  argued  in 
favour  of'  America  on  this  side  of  the 
vvater,  was  studiously  postponed  to  many 
other  grievances.    If  America  had  ever 
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Intended  to  close  with  qs  on  the  Orders 
in  Council  she  had  evidently  reviewed 
that  intention^  and  had  come  to  a  de- 
liberate determination  to  go  to  war  with 
us  unless  we  should  likewise  make  every 
other  concession  that  she  demanded. 
It  was  evident^  then,  that  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Council  alone  could 
not  restore  peace ;  and  therefore.  Sir, 
until  I  obtain  better  information  than  that 
of  which  I  am  at  present  possessed,  I  must 
continue  to  think  that,  war  having  been 
declared  by  America,  all  that  remained  to 
this  country  was,  to  determine  how  the 
war  could  best  be  carried  On.  The  best 
way  to  carry  on  any  war  is  the  way  that 
will  lead  soonest  to  peace ;  it  is  by  vigour, 
not  by  forbearance  and  hesitation ;  it  is 
l)y  exertions  calculated  to  make  an  enemy 
feel  and  dread  our  power ;  that  such  an 
enemy  as  America,  an  enemy  making  a 
war  of  experiment,  of  experiment  on  her 
own  force,  and  on  your  patience,  would 
be  soonest,  and  mos^  effectually  brought  to 
reason.  Sir,  I  would  go  to  the  ex- 
treme verge  of  concession  to  preserve 
peace;  but  when  the  preservation  of  peace 
becomes  hopeless,  I  would  not  dilute  my 
measures  of  hostility,  I  would  not  by 
a  series  of  maukish  palliatives,  convert 
war,  which  is  naturally  an  acute  distem* 
per,  into  a  chronical  one ;  and  incorporate 
It  with  the  habitual  system  of  the  coon- 

This  war  with  America,  which  a  prompt 
exertion  might  presently  have  subdued 
and  swept  away,  has  been  nursed  up  by 
this  petty  policy,  until  it  is  probably 
fastened  upon  us  for  a  considerable  period. 
I  will  ask  any  man,  whether,  if  two  years 
ago,  in  the  contemplation  of  a  war  with 
the  United  States  of  America,  it  had  been 
prophesied  to  him,  that  after  six  ttionths 
of  hostilities,  the  only  maritime  trophies 
gained  in  the  contest  would  be  on  the  side 
of  the  United  States,  and  our  only  conso- 

,  lation  that  we  had  not  been  conquered  by 
land,  he  would  not  have  treated  such  a 
prediction  as  an  insult  to  the  might,  the 
grandeur,  and  the  character  of  this  coun- 
try  ?  It  is  true,  Sir,  we  have  not  been 
conquered  by  land.  I  am  sure,  I  am 
disposed  to  pay  my  tribute  of  admiration 
to  our  gallant  troops  in  Canada,  and  my 
tribute  of  regret  to  their  heroic  leader, 
with  as  much  sincerity  of  feeling  as  any 
man  ;     for  individual  heroism  and  self- 

.  devotion,  under  any  circumstances,  are 
jgloribus;  but  really,  Sir,  what  has  hap- 

'  pened  in  Canada  is  not  a  matter  of  great 
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triumph.  I  really  never  did  suppose  thai 
we  should  be  conquered.  It  never  en- 
tered into  my  mind  that  we  should  be 
compelled  to  seek  for  such  a  consolation. 
It  never  entered  into  my  mind  that  the 
mighty  naval  power  of  England  would  be 
allowed  to  sleep  while  our  commerce  was 
swept  from  the  surface  of  the  Atlantic  ; 
and  that  at  the  end  of  six  months  war  it 
would  be  proclaimed  in  a  speech  from  the 
throne,  that  the  time  was  now  at  length 
come,  when  the  long-withheld  thunder  of 
Britain  must  be  launched  against  an  im- 
placable foe,  and  the  fulness  of  her  power 
at  length  drawn  forth.  It  never  entered 
into  my  mind  that  we  should  send  m 
fleet  to  take  rest  and  shelter  in  our  own 
ports  in  North  America,  and  that  we 
should  then  attack  the  American  porta 
with  a  flag  of  truce. 

When  his  Royal  Highness  tells  us  that, 
at  the  period  of  the  American  declaration 
of  war,  there  were  circumstances  which 
led  him  to  believe  that  peace  might  be 
restored,  it  must  be  that  those  circum- 
stances were  of  a  nature  of  which  we 
and  the  public  are  wholly  ignorant 
but  which  in  due  time  may,  perhap^ 
be  disclosed,,  and  may  then  bear  put 
such  a  belief.  But  certainly^  on  the  face 
of  the  American  declaration,  any  man 
mast  observe  a  studied  mind  to  prevent 
pacification,  or  at  least  to  defer  it ;  and 
as  to  Canada,  the  desire  entertained  by  the 
American  government  to  possess  that  pro- 
vince, is  not  much  frowned  upon  even  by 
those  Americans  who  are  the  best  disposra 
towards  this  country.  As  an  additional 
proof  of  the  true  tone  and  character  of  the 
American  declaration,  let  it  not  be  for- 
gotten, that,  immediately  after  the  promul- 
gation of  it  an  ambasssulor  to  France  was 
appointed,  who  traced  the  steps  of  the 
Gallic  conqueror,  through  the  realms 
which  he  had  devastated.  A  republican 
ambassador,  bearing  the  homage  of  a*  free 
state  to  the  conqueror  (as  he  was  taken 
for  granted  to  be)  of  independent  Russia, 
and  authorised  to  sign,  amidst  the  smoks 
ing  ruins  of  Moscow,  a  treaty  of  hostility 
against  the  liberators  of  Spain  !  With  sucn 
an  exhibition  of  republican  virtue  and  re- 
publican love  of  liberty  before  my  eyes, 
faint,  I  confess,  were  the  hopes  which  I 
could  cherish,  x>f  a  disposition  on  the. part 
of  America  to  conciliate  Great  Britain, 
Much  has  been  said  indeed,  and  too  much 
cannot  be  said,  or  felt,  of  the  natural  af- 
fection that  ought  to  subsist  between  the 
two  countries';  of  the  &rce  of  ktndired 
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Uood,  of  common  interests,  of  common 
language.  But,  Sir,  we  «re  told  by  na- 
tural historians^  that  aflection  deicends; 
that  parents  love  their  children  more  than 
children  love  their  parenu ;  and  1  would 
ask  of  those  who,  in  this  country,  speak  of 
America  with  parental  affection,  whether 
they  do  not  begin  to  apprehend  that  they 
may  have  coonted  a  little  too  much  on  a 
reciprocity  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  their 
transatlantic  ofispring. 

Before,  howevaf»  I  quit  that  part  of  the 
Address  which  relates  to  Canada,  let  me 
again  guard  myself  against  the  possibility 
of  being  supposed  to  undervalue  the  he- 
roism there  displayed,  or  not  to  sef  its  due 
value  upon  that  exffmplary  loyalty  in  his 
Majesty's  Canadian  subjects  which  is 
stated  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne  to 
have  remained  proof  against  all  tempta* 
tion.  Most  cordially  do  I  concur  in  that 
sentiment  of  approbation,  and,  adverting 
to  a  vote  which  I  had  the  honour  of  pro- 
posing to  the  House  last  year,  in  favour 
of  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects, 
let  me  remind  the  House  that  these  pro- 
vinces of  Canada,  so  assailed,  and  so  at- 
tempted to  be  seduced,  and  so  inaccessible 
to  seduction,  constitute  the  single  speci- 
men in  the  British  empire,  in  which  the 
Catholic  is  allowed  to  sit  side  by  side 
with  the  Protestant  in  the  legislature,  is 
well  as  to  fight  side  by  side  with  him  in 
the  field ! ! 

But  to  return  to  the  war.  For  this  sys- 
tem of  forbearance <-of  mitigated  and  half 
afraid  hostility,  we  are  told  there  is  a  two- 
fold reason.  We  are  told  that  we  have 
friends  in  America  whom  we  should  en- 
deavour to  conciliate  by  mildness,  and 
that  we  should  be  careful  to  put  ourselves 
completely  in  the  right.  No  man  can  sub- 
scribe more  readily  than  1  do  to  the 
latter  proposition.  So  much  so,  indeed, 
that  I  confess,  I  should  contemplate  the 
roost  splendid  victory  that  ever  decorated 
the  historic  page  with  little  admhration,  if 
it  were  gained  m  a  cause  essentially  un* 
just.  It  may  also  be  wise  to  do  whatever 
.  may  depend  upon  us,  to  forward  the  po- 
litical views,  and  political  preponderance 
of  the  party  in  the  United  States; — I 
will  not  call  it  the  English  party,  for  that 
would  be  unjust ;— but  that  party  of  good 
Americans,  who-  loving  their  country,  and 
conyilting  for  her  good,  maintain  the  opi- 
nion that  an  alliance  with  England  is  pre- 
ferable to  an  alliance  with  France.  But, 
Sir,  are  we  sure  that  by  this  system  of 
'ffrttri(;ted  and  inoffenhive  hostility  we  are 


really  playing  the  game  of  the  party 
friendly  to  us  ?  I  doubt  it  Here  is  a 
couritry  divided  into  parties,  one  of  which; 
to  deter  their  countrymen  from  war,  pre- 
dicts the  evils  that  must  follow  hostility 
with  England  :  I  cannot  conceive  a  mode 
better  calculated  to  diminish  the  infioence 
of  that  party,  instead  of  upholding  it,  than 
that  of  rendering  their  prophecies  com* 
temptible,  and  enabling  those  opposed  to 
them  in  politics  to  appeal  to  experience 
aeainst  their  forebodings.  But  is  this  an 
ideal  picture  ?  By  no  means.  I  found 
the  other  day  the  report  of  a  speech  made 
by  one  of  the  party  in  America,  whoia 
we  are  told  we  ought  to  conciliate  by  for- 
bearance. This  gentleman  (gen.  Ger- 
man) endeavoured  to  divert  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  ftom  its  warlike  resolu- 
tions, bv  an  anticipation  of  the  evils  which 
Great  Britain  could  inflict  upon  America 
the  moment  that  war  was  declared.  He 
observed,  *'  that  the  first  consequence  of 
the  maritime  superiority  of  Great  Britaiil, 
would  be  the  loss  of  New  Orleans,  fironi 
which  the  English  could  not  be  dislodged 
without  a  great  sacrifice  of  blood  and 
treasure  ;  that  they  might  then  pass  norths 
ward  along  the  American  coast  to  Charles* 
ton  and  Norfolk ;''  and  he  asked  "  if  they 
thought  it  possible  to  defend  those  places, 
or  that  they  would  not  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  English  in  six  days }"  He  as- 
sured the  senate,  ''  that  if  they  calculated 
oiT  the  forbearance  of  the  English,  they 
would  be  deceived  ;*'  and  to  ridicule 
the  notion,  that,  after  the  decisive  step 
of  declaring  war  had  been  taken,  any 
thing  wduld  postpone  for  a  day  the  ven- 
geance of  Great  Britain  ;  *'  You  are  not 
to  imagine,''  says  he,  ''  that  England  wifl 
complaisantly  wait  till  you  are  prepared 
to  repel  her  attacks.  She  is  not  so  sim^ 
pie' in  her  enmity.*' — Alas!  Sir,  gen. 
German  gave  us  credit  for  a  promptltnde 
which  we  did  not  possess;  for  a  quicker 
sense  of  insult  and  injury  than  bekmgs 
to  us — we  have  shewn  ourselves  more 
simple  than  the  orator  supposed  as. 
We  have  watted  till  America  is  pre- 
pared. The  decisive  step  of  war  was 
takenv  and  our  vengeance  yet  sleeps. 
Nothing  has  happened  in  consequence  of 
the  American  declaration  of  war,  except 
that  America  has  captured  our  ships  and 
attacked  our  provinces.  But  as  for  the 
prophet  of  our  resentment,  his  influence  is 
lost  for  ever.  This  injurious  mode  of 
backing  our  firiends  by  falsifying  their  a^* 
goments  has  probably  sileaced  the  ad^ 
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c^  fior  pe^ce  with  fSngl^d,  and  left  ns 
fvitho^t  a  predictioi^  ifi  our  favour  oii  one 
^ldp  of  coQgresf,  or  an  apprehension  of 
our  venge^ce  on  the  other* — ^Tremendous 
must  have  been>  even  among  the  stoutest- 
hearted  pf  the  advocates  for  war«  ijie  no- 
tion of  the  mischiefs  virbich  we  CQuld  in* 
tfict  upon  the  coasts  and  nayy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  How  they  must  now  laugh  at 
jtbeir  oi^n  appre^ien^ons !  Tremblingly  as 
ibey  apprpa^ch.ed  to  the  first  acts  of  war« 
,what  have  yfp  npt  done  to  re-assure  their 
merye 8»  and  to  t^ke  away  from  tbem  eyery 
irea^on  to  w^  for  the  disconjtiiftiance  of 
hostilities  ? 

If,  however,  any  man  c^ji  sbow  me, 
that  six  months  ppeot  in  impotent  hosti- 
lity, and  that  to  negociate  lyith  an  epemy's 
fleet  instead  of  capturing  it,  are  the  modes 
pf  making  a  cause  ju»^,  I  submit*  But, 
Sir,  if  it  be  so  very  desirable  tp  put  our- 
fjsives  in  the  right,  surely  there  was  a 
porter  way.  The  declaration  of  war  on 
the  part  of  America  was  received  about 
^"^nd  of  Jaly,  It  imputed  to  ns,  be^iide 
Ihe  Orders  in  Council  (whic(i  have  been 
sufficiently  discussed  here  to  render  any 
Arther  observations  upon  them  neces- 
aary),  other  substantive  groonds  of  quarrel. 
7^.^<>ctiment,  in  the  face  of  the  world 
^d  <^  postierijty,  remains  unanswered! — 
Is  it  not  the  custom  of  European  diplo- 
macy^  when  a  declaration  of  war  imputes 
to  one  nation  provocations  to  hostility,  for 
the  nation  so  accu^  to  answer  that  de- 
claration }  If,  then,  it  was  so  desirable  to 
be  in  the  right,  why  were  not  means  re- 
sorted to  by  the  executive  government  to 
jrebut  the  attack?  Why  is  there  not  on 
,th(B  table  of  this  House,  and  why  was 
ilhere  not  dispersed  through  Europe  a 
»du^inct  and  satisfactory  refutation  of  th^ 
cbai'ges  preferred  by  the  American  go- 
Kemment?«-Jf  it  is  answered  that  the 
hopes  of  pacification  were  not  abandoned 
hy  us,  I  reiply,  that  such  a  refutation 
was  rendered  ey.e^i  more  desirable  by 
the  supposed  probability  pf  an  imme- 
jdiiate  restoration  of  peace.  For  had  peace 
i)een  «oncluded»  then  it  would  have  been 
^(00  late :  ^he  accusation  would  have  been 
j^^^ded,  and  no  public  answer  to  it  would 
iba?e  (been  in  existence. 

One  of  the  imputations,  for  instance, 
/fiontaiqed  in  the  declaration  is,  that  we 
Jiad  .demanded  of  America  tl^^pt  she  should 
Jforce.our  produce  and  manufoctures  upon 
iFrance*  Suqb  a  demand  would  have 
.keen  moat  unreasonable  apd  unjust.  I 
jUvtt  00^  .dotthi  .Ihat  it  was  neves  made. 
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But  it  was  highly  important  that  such  an 
accusation  should  be  refuted.  Another 
imputed  cause  of  war  is,  that  in  1809, 
when  we  were  engaged  in  an  amicable  ne- 
gociation  with  America,  an  emissary  was 
sent  by  our  government  into  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  to  dismember  the 
union,  and  to  stir  up  I  know  not  what 
disturbances.  That,  Sir,  is  a  charge  which 
ought  for  our  own  character,  to  have  been 
directly  contradicted  by  our  government 
jn  the  face  of  Europe.  I  speak  the  more 
anxiously  and  earnestly  on  this  point, 
because  it  is  one  upon  which  I  might 
be  suppQsed  to  have  something  to  answer 
for  individually,  inasn^uch  as  I  had  the 
honour  unworthily  to  hold  the  seals  of 
the  Foreign  Office  in  1809,  at  the  time 
when  this  transaction,  if  it  took  place  at 
all,  must  have  originated.  For  myselGl 
solemnly  declare  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
world,  that  if  such  a  mission  was  dispatch- 
ed, I  had  no  knowledge  of  it^  I  was  no 
party  to  it;  I  never  ^ear^  of  it,  until  I 
saw  it  imputed  to  the  British  government 
in  the  American  declaration.  The  indig- 
nation which  I  feel  on  my  own  account 
at  this  accusation,  I  likewise  feel  for  my 
sovereign  and  for  my  country.— I  hope 
and  trust  that  every  member  of  the  admi* 
nistration  of  the  time,  can  disclaim  ad 
knowledge  of  any  such  transaction  as 
confidently  as  I  do.  But,  Sir«  such  a  dis- 
claimer ought  to  have  been  made  without 
loss  of  time.  It  is  not  indifferent  to  the 
cause  and  character  of  this  country  that  it 
should  have  lain  six  months  under  such  an 
imputation.  It  may  not  be  inoperative 
as  to  the  prolongation  of  the  war :  for  the 
American  people  may  be  better  satisfied 
with  a  war  which  they  think  has  its 
grounds  in  justice  :  and  unrefuted  calum- 
nies must  pass  with  them^foi-  substantiated 
charges. 

In  both  views,  both  ^or  war  and  for 
pe^ce,  I  could  have  wished  that  the  ex* 
periment  had  been  tried  of  a  system  the 
very  reverse  of  that  which  we  have 
adopted  ;  ths^t  we  had  been  prompt  in  re- 
futing the  accusations  of  the  enemy,  and 
in  retaliating  his  aggression;  insteail  of 
leaving  him  oy  our  silence  and  our  inac- 
tivity at  once  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  his 
attack  upon  us,  and  fearless  of  its  conse- 
quences. ^ 

Sir,  with  respect  to  the  internal  situatic|n 
of  the  country,  I  have  no  occasion  to  trou- 
ble you  with  any  remark.  I  have  nothinj^ 
to  qualify  in  my  assent  to  that  part  of  the 
Address.    There  is  only  one  point,  a  point 
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"taot  stated,  but  omitted  in  tbe  speecb,  upon 
which  I  think  it  necessary  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  allude  to  tbe  Catholic  question. 
Sir,  I  impute  no  blame  for  the  omission  of 
this  subject  in  the  speech,  because  I  do 
not  conceive  that  the  operation  of  the  Re* 
solution  which  I  bad  the  honour  to  pro- 
pose last  year,  and  which  this  House 
adopted,  was  to  impose  on  the  es^ecutiv^ 
gorernment  the  duty  of  originating  the 
consideration  of  the  Catholic  question.  I 
orisinally  had  in  contemplation  a  motion 
which  would  have  imposed  on  the  eze* 
cutire  government  sucb  a  duty;  but 
as  objections  were  made  by  gentlemen 
wo'dse  support  I  wiibed  to  secure  to  trans- 
ferring the  care  and  guardianship  of  this 
iolportant  question  from  parliatnentto  tbe 
executive  governnient,  I  contented  myself 
With  moving  a  re^tution  declaratory  of 
tU  determination  of  tbe  House  of  Com- 
ihon9.  This  resolution  being  laid  at  the 
foot  of  tbe  throne,  did  not,  as  I  think,  im- 
pose on  tbe  executive  government  tbe 
duty  of  originating  tbe  question ;  it  did 
impose  on  them  the  duty  of  making  up 
their  minds  to  meet  the  discussion  to 
whicb  this  House  thus  pledged  itself. 
When  that  discussion  shall  come,  I  shall 
be  satisfied  if  I  find  that  government  bave 
made  up  their  minds  to  meet  it  in  a 
manly  manner.  Those  wbo  remember  tbe 
occurrences  of  tbe  debate  which  took  place 
upon  that  motion  of  mine  which  pledged 
tbe  House  to  consider  tbe  subject  tbis  ses- 
sioo,  will  recollect  that  at  tbe  suggestion 
of  ibe  rigbt  hon,  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Ponsonby ),  seconded  by  tbe  recommenda- 
tion of  the  hon.  gentleman  hear  him 
(Mr.  Whi thread),  1  most  willingly  con- 
sented io  surrender  the  furtber  conduct  of 
the  discussion  upon  tbe  Catholic  ques- 
tion into  the  hands  of  that  venerable 
individual  (Mr.  Grattan),  who  bas  so  fre- 
quently brougbt  it  forward  in  tbis  House, 
and  whose  experience  and  ability  and 
eloquence  are  so  well  calculated  to  do  it 
full  justice.  I  was  myself  perfectly  pre- 
pared to  follow  up  my  motion  by  bring- 
ing the  whole  subject  this  session  in  a  spe- 
cific and  practical  shape  before  parlia- 
ment. But,  considering  the  prior  claims 
of  that  ri^ht  bon.  gentleman,  I  did  not 
think  it  right  to  resist  tbe  appeal  made  to 
me  in  bis  behalf,  for  tbe  restitution  into 
his  bands,  of  a  question  so  peculiarly  his 
own.  Into  hi^  bands  I  cbeerfully  resigned 
it.  In  bisshands  I  most  heartily  wish  it 
I  iccess.  So  far  as  the  general  principle 
of  his  measure  goes,  he  may  be  assured  of 
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my  humble,  but  zealous  and  h^afty  sup* 
port  arid  co* operation.  Unacquainted  at 
I  am  with  the  nature  cf  tbe  plan  Which  he 
may  bave  in  contemplation,  I  of  course 
must  not  be  considered  as  pledged  io  its 
details.  I  must  reserve  to  myself  iht 
rigbt  of  acting  upon  them  to  tbe  beii  ^ 
my  own  judgment  and  discretion ;  but  I 
shall  be  deeply  disappointed  indeed  if 
they  should  be  sucb  as  to  create  any  ma- 
terial difference  of  opinion. 

Sir,  with  tbe  aualincations  which  I  have 
stated,  I  cordially  concur  in  the  Addre^ 
so  far  as  it  goes  to  pledge  with  beitrt  aild 
soul  all  the  mean's  arid  resources  of  the 
country  to  the  prosecution  of  the  several 
contests  in  whicb  we  are  engaged.  In 
my  conscience  I  believe  that  there  are  tM» 
preserit  riieahs  of  terminating  them  with 
safety  and  with  honbur.  I  am  persuaded, 
(ih  the  spirit  of  the  6bservations  made  by 
the  seconder  of  the  Address,)  that  th« 
greater  the  vigour  with  which  wc  carry 
on  the  war(  tbe  nearer  shall  we  be  to  the 
attainment  of  peace.  It  is  not  by  hesita- 
tion and  indecision  that  we  can  hope  to 
attaiti  that  object,  but  by  manly  and  in- 
defsttigable  perseverance;  by  strenuous 
and  unrelaxed  exertion. 

Tbe  Speaker  again  put  the  question,  and 
no  member  on  the  opposition  b^kich 
shewing  i  disposition  to  rise. 

Lord  Ciistlereagh  said,  that  as  the  only 
task  apparently  to  be  imposed  6n  minis* 
ters  this  night,  was  rather  to  give  expla* 
nation  on  points  which  might  call  for  fur* 
ther  investigation  hereafter,  than  to  meet 
opposition  on  any  of  the' political  features 
of  the  government.  Or  of  the  subjects 
contained  in  tbe  Prince  Re^ent^s  Speech, 
be  should  not  find  it  necessary  to  enter 
very  ininutely  into  tbe  consideration  of 
the  various  matters  which  had  been  touch- 
ed upon.  Considering  what  bad  fallen 
from  tbe  Hgbt  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  to  be  calling  for  explanation,  rather 
than  as  differing  in  opinion  from  those 
wbo  bad  preceded  bim,  he  (lord  C.) 
had  waited  in  the  Expectation,  that  if  any 
hon.  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  bad 
further  information  to  require,  that  they 
would  state  what  such  information  wai, 
and  thus  enable  bim  at  the  same  time  to 
reply  to  them,  and  endeavour  to  satisfr 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.    It  was  no  small 

f ratification  to  the  country,  and  to  tbe 
rince  Regent's  ministers,  at  this  mo- 
mentous and  difficult  crisis  of  tbe  worlds 
to  find,  on  the  opening  of  anew  parlia^ 
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ment>  tbal  the  only  claim  opoa  them  wai 
for  an  explaaalion  of  the  general  princi- 
ples of  policy  by  which  their  fature  ac-> 
tioDs  were  to  be  regulated,  and  that  there 
appeared  no  ground  for  censure,  no  cause 
for  complaint,  and  no  source  for  appreben- 
/Sion  or  discouragement.  It  was  indeed 
eFJdent  that  the  prosp^ts  of  the  country 
were  improved,  for  if  this  had  not  been 
broadly  founded  in  fact,  he  would  this 
night  have  had  made  upon  him,  demands 
.of  a  very  different  nature  from  those  which 
had  been  made.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  with  perfect  propriety  divided 
.the  consideration  of  the  subject  before  the 
House  into  two  parts,  connected  with  the 
.external  and  internal  situation  of  the 
, country,  and  had  applied  himself  gene- 
. rally  ,to  the  former.  This  in  itself  was 
another  source  of  gratification  to  him,  and 
!mu8t,  he  was  sure,  be  equally  satisfactory 
to  the  House,  when  they  considered  the 
state  in  which  they  were  placed  about  the 
^period  of  the  end  of  the  lagt  session  of 
parliament.  When  they  reflected  on  the 
condition  of  some  of  the  counties  at  that 
time,  they  would  be  inclined  to  think  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  bad  a  very  diih- 
cult  task  to  perform,  and  would  agree  in 
what  had  been  so  ably  stated  by  the  noble 
mover  and  honourable  seconder  of  the 
Address,  that  there  was-  great  cause  for 
congratulation  in  the  termination  of  those 
^diificuitieiU  by  the  means  which  parlia- 
ment had  provided — means  devised  in  the 
spirit  of  conciliation,  although  calculated 
to  repress  the  system  of  insubordination 
that  then  unhappily  existed.  In  the  ad- 
ministration of  those  laws  with  which  they 
*  were  armed,  it  was,  pleasing  to  him  and 
'  to  bis  colleagues  to  observe,  that  ther§  was 
no  insinuation  of  an  abuse  of  power  ;  and 
it  was  equally  gratifying  to  him  to  have 
to  state,  that  the  people  themselves  by 
their  own  good  sense  and  allegiance  had 
retraced  their  mistaken  steps,  and  that 
their  regeneration  bad  grown  ,more  out  of 
their  own  disposition  than  out  of  the  ef- 
ficacy or  enforcement  of  the  legislative 
provisions  which  had  been  resorted  to. 
in  looking  to  the  larger  branch  of  the 
question  to  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  directed  his  attention— 
'  larger  as  it  affected  the  security  and  des- 
'  tinies  of  the  world,  he  must  trespass  at 
somewhat  greater  length  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  in  order,  not  to  discuss 
fully  the  several  important  propositions 
started,  but  to  record  what  might  be  the 
'  {[rounds  on  which  ministers  would  meet 
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these  various  enquiries,  and,  if  necessary^ 
defend  themselves  from  attack,  should 
they  be  made  matter  of  accusation.  His 
task  in  this  would  have  been  infinitely 
narrower  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
not  built  mirch  of  the  reason  for  his  re- 
serve in  cordially  agreeing  with  the  Ad- 
dress that  had  just  been  moved,  on  as- 
sumptions entirely  inapplicable  to  mr* 
nisters,  and  without  foundation  in  point  of 
fact.  This  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
done  in  the  absence  of  that  information 
which  it  was  impossible  for  any  person 
not  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment to  possess,  but  which  he  would,  in  sa 
far  as  was  consistent  with  his  public  doty, 
and  what  he  owed  to  his  own  and  to  other 
countries,  endeavour  to  produce.  In  look- 
ing to  our  external  relations,  the  riRhc 
hon.  gentleman  had  first  brought  beiore 
them  the  most  important  state  of  affairs  in 
the  north  of  Europe ;  be  had,  secondly, 
directed  their  regards  to  the  war  on  the 
peninsula,  in  which  we  were  interested  in 
common  with  other  powers  ;  and,  in  tho^ 
third  and  last  place,  had  alluded  to  that 
contest  in  which  we  were  engaged  alone, 
and  which  might  therefore  be  considered 
as  more  peculiarly  within  our  own  pro- 
vince, namely,  the  war  with  America— a 
war  which  he  would  ever  continue  to 
think  most  unfortunate  and  afflicting,  how- 
ever unavoidable  and  necessary.  In  en- 
deavouring to  follow  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man over  these  grounds,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  vary  a  little  the  order  in  which  he 
^had  considered  the  several  topics.  He 
would  take  the  war  on  the  peninsula  in  the 
first  instance,  and  this  he  might  the  more 
naturally  do,  because  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  spoken  of  it  as  the  point  on  which 
they  ought,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  po- 
licy, to  make  their  effort  as  a  diversion  in 
favour  of  Russia,  since  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pected of  this  country,  that  it  was  able  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  to  make  a  proper 
exertion  in  that  quarter,  and  nerve  the  arm 
of  Russia  in  the  north,  by  furnishing  her 
with  men  or  money.  He  begged  to  as- 
sure the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
House,  that  ministers  would  not  be  in- 
clined to  rebut  any  censure  that  might  be 
applied  to  them,  on  the  ground  of  relaxa- 
tion in  their  efforts  to  carry  on  most  vigo- 
rously the  war  in  Spain;  there  had  been 
DO  relaxation  on  their  parts  ;  neither  bad 
they  neglected  any  means  by  which  it  was 
possible  for  them,  by  previous  provisions, 
to  obtain  posses<iion  of  a  greater  dispose- 
able  force.      They  would  not  therefore 
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ftMUid  dieir  jutttfieatioii  on  any  eroondt  of 
postponement,  or  inclination  to  delay  eze- 
coting  that  which  was  in  their  power.  He 
also  rejected  in  their  name  the  defence 
that  mi^ht  be  set  up  for  not  calling  earlier 
on  parliament  to  famish  them  with  more 
extended  means.  The  ministers  of  the 
Prince  Regent  were  prepared  to  defend 
themseWes  on  the  exercise  of  the  misans 
they  actually  did  possess,  or  could  pos- 
sess, and  their  having  employed  the  re- 
sources entrusted  to  them  to  the  utmost, 
without  draining  the  country  beyond  that 
pitch^which  no  nation  could  sustain  or  sup- 
port Whatever  might  be  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  opinion  on  this  head,  mi- 
nisters certainly  coald  not  have  been  ex- 
pected to  make  these  unnatural  attempu 
(now  suggested  as  necessary  and  ae- 
i^nded  as  politic)  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side;  by  those  who  had  ever  incul- 
cated upon  their  minds  the  necessity  there 
was  for  husbanding  bur  resources,  and, 
CTen  on  the  peninsula,  keeping  our  exer- 
tions within  bounds  of  the  strictest  mode* 
ration.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  throw 
•ut  any  invidious  reflection  on  those  who 
had  maintained  these  opinions,  and  all  he 
wished  to  do  at  this  time  was,  to  lay  in 
bis  claim  to  the  grounds  on  which  he 
should  be  prepared  hereafter  to  combat 
any  attachment  of  blame  to  his  Royal 
Highnesses  advisers  on  this  subject.  In- 
deed, it  was  obviously  impossible  for  mi- 
nisters to  enter  on  an  ample  elucidation 
of  the  measures  respecting  which  doubts 
might  be  thrown  out,  on  a  night  like  the 
present,  when  all  the  numerous  points  of 
policy  connected  with  the  country  were 
thrown  open  for  partial  discussion,  and 
their  attention  was  not  confined  to  a  single 
object,  though  many  of  those  alluded  to 
were  sufficiently  intricate  and  important 
to  require  of  themselves  the  utmost  dili- 
gence and  powers  of  enquiry  possessed  by 
'/parliament.  He  begged  leave  to  caution 
,  the  House  against  bemg,  as  it  was  apt  to 
be,  led  to  expect  too  much  from  successes, 
or  to  despair  at  reverses,  even  though 
they  might  be  such  as  placed  the  allied 
forces  in  the  lines  at  Torres  Vedras.  It 
was  neither  one  disaster,  or  one  victory, 
that  could  decide  the  fate  of  the  peninsula, 
and  it  was  a  dangerous  feeling  to  indulge, 
which  would  be  elevated  beyond  correct 
yiews  even  by  such  a  victory  as  would 
shortlv  call  for  the  thanks  of  the  House; 
pr  to  be  depressed  beyond  occasion  by 
every  failure  of  complete  success  that 
Cinight  attend  our  exertions;  When  by 
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the  most  consummate  generalship,  that 
victory,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the 
war,  and  as ,  glorious  as  ever  adorned  tbo 
British  name ;  when  that  victory  made 
the  enemy  feel  its  effects  to  the  utmost 
extremities  of  his  force,  and  dislocated 
his  armies;  because  our  iUustrious  and 
excellent  commander  had  accomplished 
this,  had  they  any  reason  whatever  to 
suppose  that  the  entire  French  power  on 
the  peninsula  would  be  at  once  extin« 
guisbed,  and  the  allies  enabled  to  m^ch 
to  the  Pyrennees  ?  The  public  mind  waa^ 
apt  to  run  into  a  course  too  sanguine,  and 
to  believe  any  statement  which  might 
pretend  that  the  effect  of  a  defeat  like  this 
would  be  the  total  extinction  of  the  enemy  . 
in  Spain.*  But  when  the  House  reflected 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  cam*^ 
paign,  the  French  force  on  the  peninsula 
amounted  to  200,000  men,  which  was 
perhaps  reduced  by  detachments  sent  to 
the  north  to  150,000,  at  the  period  of  tho 
battle  of  Salamanca,  they  would  be  in- 
clined to  take  a  different  and  more  correct 
view  of  the  subject.  They  would  observe 
that  such  a  force,  when  spread  over  the 
face  of  Spain,  might  maintain  the  pos- 
session of  the  country,  by  keeping  down 
the  spirit  of  its  population,  which  they 
were  now  unable  to  do  when  collected 
into  two  creat  masses.  After  the  memor- 
able battle  of  Salamanca,  they  were  ren- 
dered '  too  feeble  to  keep  possession  of 
Spain,  and  instead  of  driving  the  British 
into  the  sea,  as  they  had  often  vainly 
threatened,  they  were  driven  by  the  Bri- 
tish. But  when  they  gave  up  the  pro- 
vinces and  became  a  concentrated  army^ 
anjf  man  looking  with  a  soldier's  eye, 
might  be  able  to  see,  that  even  after  tho 
battle  of  Salamanca,  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
lington had  a  heavy  task  to  perform  to 
drive  the  French  from  Spain.  They 
might  worship  the  spirit  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  whose  exultation  on 
the  triumphs  of  their  gallant  countrymen 
in  Spain  was  so  great  as  to  induce  a 
sanguine  feeling,  not  warranted  by  the 
actual  state  of  the  case.  But  whatever 
expectations  the  people  built  upon,  as  far 
as  lord  Wellington  with  his  knowledge 
and  information  went,  his  prospects  had 
been  largely  and  liberally  accomplished. 
He  could  assure  them,  that  lord  Welling- 
ton had  received  supplies  and  reinforce- 
ments to  a  greater  extent  than  ever.  In 
the  course  of  last  year,  20»000  men  had 
been  sent  to  join  him,  and  he  (Lord  C.) 
should  be  able  to  contend,  that  though 

(G) 
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hrj^e  reinforcements  had  notarriTcd  since 
^e  battle  of  Salamanca,  this  arose  from 
tlie  impossibility  of  sending  men  sooner 
than  had  been  done.  The  exertions  of 
the  government,  and  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner, of  his  royal  highness  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  to  bringregiments  to  such  a  state 
of  efficiency  as  to  render  them  fit  for  fo- 
reign service,  had  been  incessant  and  stre- 
nuous. And  he  had  to  apprize  the  right 
bon.  gentleman,  that  on  the  wisest  prin- 
ciples the  grants  from  the  militia  had  not 
been  available  as  a  regular  force,  earlier 
than  the  month  of  May,  and  that  neither 
the  internal  state  of  the  country,  nor  of 
Ireland,  would,  at  a  former  period,  admit 
of  those  forces  being  spared  which  might 
now  be  united  to  their  gallant  comrades 
in  the  glorious  task  of  delivering  the  pe- 
ninsula. He  again  repeated,  that  the 
greatest  possible  efforts  had  been  made 
ror  an  active  campaign ;  and  he  trusted 
what  he  had  said  on  this  point  would  be 
received  as  a  fair  and  candid  solution 
of  the  doubts  thrown  out  by  the  right 
bon.  gentleman.  Thus  far  he  had  rather 
opened  the  matters  at  issue  between  the 
right  bon.  gentleman  and  himself.  He 
perfectly  agreed  with  him,  that  the  aid  to 
Bussia  ought  to  be  given  in  Spain ;  and 
be  was  also  ready  to  admit,  that  as  the 
north  opened  prospects  of  greater  success, 
insomuch  ought  they  to  make  more  stre- 
nuous efforts  on  the  peninsula.  With  re- 
spect to  the  war  in  the  north,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  laid  what  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  advert  to,  into  a  nar- 
rower compass,  as  he  had  not  made  any 
charge  in  so  far  as  Russia  was  concerned. 
He  and  all  the  world  must  feel,  and  none 
felt  it  more  than  the  illustrious  person  at 
the  head  of  that  vast  empire,  who  was  so 
likely  to  ameliorate  the  destinies  of  the 
world,  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  from 
this  country  to  make  larger  sacrifices,  or 
in  other  quarters,  than  those  in  which  she 
¥ras  engaged.  That  great  monarch  did 
not  call  on  us  for  pecuniary  support.  He 
■aid,  ''you  are  fighting  my  cause  and  the 
cause  of  the  world  in  Spain,  and  there  it  is 
that  your  efforts  will  be  most  available  and 
efficacious.''  His  imperial  majesty  felt 
this  to  be  the  common  policy  in  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  instead  of  looking  to  us 
for  aid  in  the  north,  he  had  looked  lo  a  far 
surer  and  nobler  source— he  had  looked 
to  the  patriotism,  the  liberality,  the  un- 
bounded liberality,  the  spirit,  and  the 
loyalty  of  his  people,  to  uphold  him  in 
w  freat  struggle  for  iadepeodcace^  in 
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which  he  is  engaged,  and  to  us  he  had 
looked  for  the  effectual  carrying  on  of 
the  contest  in  Spaih.  Of  Sweden,  to 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  aU 
luded,  it  was  more  difficult  to  speak* 
Without  divulging  any  of  those  secrets 
which  belong  to  the  cabinet  of  this  or  of 
other  countries,  he  might  howeyer  stat* 
that  Sweden  as  well  as  Russia  had  receiyed 
injury  from  France,  and  both  had  felt  it» 
Russia  had  taken  the  field  to  resist  the  ag« 
gressions  of  her  adversary,  and  therefore 
there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  speaking 
openly  of  her  measures ;  but  as  Swedea 
had  not  yet  taken  a  step  so  decided,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  be  of  opinion  that 
he  had  a  duty  to  perform,  which  rendered 
it  Tery  difficult  for  him  to  make  any  very 
open  or  explicit  statement  on  this  point* 
Yet  without  exceeding  discretion,  ho 
might  say,  that  if  the  exertions  of  Sweden, 
necessarily  smaller  than  those  of  Rossia, 
had  required  the  pecuniary  aid  of  this 
country,  to  caifse  a  diversion  in  the  rear  of 
the  French  armies,  ministers  would  hare 
been  ready  to  have  assisted  her  operationt 
to  that  extent  He  declined  entering 
further  into  this  matter  at  present  France 
had  committed  an  unqualified  aggrossioa 
on  the  Swedish  monarchy,  which  had  as 
yet  been  only  met  by  a  somewhat  qualified 
resistance.  What  were  the  motives  for 
collecting  the  force  up6n  her  coasts,  it 
would  not  be  expected  for  him  to  explain  ; 
but  it  would  be  seen  with  a  feeling  of  hope 
and  exultation,  that  between  these  greei 
northern  powers,  for  they  were  both  great, 
out  of  their  late  contention,  which  had  led 
to  the  dismemberment  of  the  province  oT 
Finland  from  Sweden  :— out  of  that  con« 
tention  a  system  had  arisen,  which  hap* 
pily  had  not  prevented  their  being  linked 
together  in  the  bonds  of  the  closest 
friendship  and  alliance.  This  fact  ap* 
peared  to  be  obvious  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign,  when  it  was 
easy  to  perceive  that  a  perfect  under- 
standing  existed  between  the  countries* 
It  was  evident  that  Russia  reposed  confi- 
dence in  Sweden  from  the  withdrawal  of 
the  mass  of  her  troops  from  their  canton* 
ments  in  Finland.  But  those  who  were 
not  satisfied  with  this  demonstration  of 
friendship,  must  have  every  apprehension 
relieved  by  the  event  of  the  personal  in- 
terview at* Abo,  after  which  1 8|000  men 
from  the  port  of  Swinburgh  were  dis- 
patched to  Riga,  where  they  arrived  in 
time  to  join  general  Wittgenstein  at  th^ 
critical  period  which  enisled  hiok  to  turn 
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the  scale  ef  the  war  io  that  quarter,  and 
defeat  the  object  of  the  enemy's  right 
wing.  He  might  also  be  permitted  to 
mj,  that  if  there  had  net  been  any  actual 
military  exertion  on  the^  part  of  Sweden, 
yet  that  much  benefit  had  been  reaped 
from  the  posture  which  she  assumed.  He 
called  upon  parliament  to  take  sober  views 
of  these  questions.  However  much  we 
might  wisn  other  powers  to  enter  into  re- 
sistance against  the  enemy  with  as  great 
en^MTgy  as  ourselves^  when  we  considered^ 
that  not  possessing  the  advantages  of  our 
insular  situation,  they  were  not  so  safe  and 
remote  from  danger  as  we  were,  we  ought 
to  Jook  with  forbearance  to  their  measures, 
and  not  run  them  down,  or  impute  want 
of  virtuous  feeling  to  them,  because  they 
might  not  embark  in  hostilities  with  the 
aTiditv  we  desired.  The  position  as- 
mmed  by  Sweden  had  the  effect  of  de- 
taining two  corps  of  the  French  army  from 
active  operations,  and  which  were  left  in 
the  confines  of  Denmark.  These  corps 
amounted  to  60,000  men.  The  most  ad- 
vanced, that  of  Victor,  the  enemy  had  not 
▼entured  to  use  till  after  the  battle  of  Bo- 
rodiao ;  and  in  fact  it  had  not  advanced 
tiir  September,  when  it  proceeded  by  de- 
tachments to  join  the  main  army.  The 
other  corps,  that  of  Augereau,  was  still 
more  retired  in  Germany,  and  completely 
withdrawn  from  hostile  operations.  Hav- 
ing observed  this  much,  he. was  satisfied 
be  had  said  enoush,  without  disclosing 
the  councils  of  the  state,  to  shew  that 
Russia  had  a  well-founded  confidence  in 
the  amity  of  Sweden,  and  that  the  de- 
monstration made  by  the  latter  power, 
had  paralysed  60,000  of  the  enemy's 
force.  On  these  grounds  ministers  would 
be  prepared  to  meet  any  future  discussion 
that  might  be  thought  necessary.  With 
respect  to  the  third  subject  on  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  animadverted^ 
America  ;  on  this  brauch,  he  had  an  ad- 
ditional task  of  explanation  imposed  upon 
him,  from  the  right  hon*  gentleman's  a»- 
auming  too  much  in  point  of  fact,  which 
be  was  compelled  to  deny.  He  agreed 
with  him  that  in  negociation  too  much  for- 
bearance had  been  shewn  towards  Ame- 
rica :  and  had  this  not  been  so,  he  could 
not  belUre  ministers  would  stand  so  well 
with  the  House  and  the  country  as  they 
would  do  if  they  had  not  shewn  (whatever 
America  did),  that  they  were  most  unwil- 
ling todepart  from  old  principles  and  feel- 
inn.  But  he  denied  that  the  war,  after 
U  had  beea  eommeaced,  was  canisfd  en 


with  greater  forbearance  than  wu  indis- 
pensably adopted  from  a  consideration  of 
the  other  contests  in  which  the  nation  waa 
unhappily  engaged.  They  would  justly 
have  drawn  down  the  vengeance  of  many» 
and  of  no  one  more  than  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  had  they  withdrawn  a  force 
from  the  peninsula  for  the  purpose  of  ori- 
ginating belligerent  measures  against 
America.  He  maintained  and  would  at 
any  time  be  prepared  to  shew  that  they 
had  done  all  they  could.  The  right  hon* 
gentleman  expressed  himself  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  how  ministers  could  expect  any 
thing  pacific  from  America,  after  the  pro* 
mulgation  of  her  Declaration  to  which  he 
referred.  He  was  ready  to  consider  that 
docimient  in  the  same  point  of  view  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as  containing  in 
it  demands  which,  if  insisted  on  by  Ame- 
rica, would  preclude  for  ever  any  pros- 
pect of  peace.  But  the  Speech,  in  its  al- 
lusion to  this  topic,  referred  to  the  state 
of  America  at  the  period  when  this  decla^ 
ration  was  issued.  Ministers  had  never 
assured  the  House,  nor  the  country,  what- 
ever had  been  done  by  others,  that  the 
concessions  required  to  be  made  to  Ame- 
rica would  lead  to  peace ;  on  the  con- 
trary, when  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  was  discussed,  they  said,  in 
answer  to  those  who  contended  that  if 
these  were  surrendered  peace  would  be 
the  consequence,  that  the  claims  relative 
to  blockade  and  impressment  would  disap- 
point their  expectations.  It  was  not  till 
afler  the  war  broke  out  that  the  American 
government  alleged  other  grounds  of  war 
than  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  system 
of  blockade.  The  matter  of  impressment 
was'  previously  only  urged  as  an  angry 
point  of  discussion.  With  respect  to  tiie 
course  taken  by  ministers  when  they  ao» 
quired  a  knowledge  of  the  actual  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  they  had  done  that 
vwhich  was  tantamount  to  complete  hosti- 
lity, and  it  was  not  from  forbearance,  but 
from  considerations  of  other  circumstances 
of  the  country,  that  they  had  refrained 
from  the  immediate  issue  of  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  and  from  publishing 
to  the  world  their  case  against  the  Unitea 
States.  But  although  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  were  net  issued,  war  waa  ae 
eflfeclually  waged  in  another  mode ;  and 
this  was  done  from  a  desire  to  keep  the 
councils  of  the  government  ready  to  meet 
any  disposition  that  might  arise  on  the 
part  of  America  towards  peace.  Had  they 
not  aetcd  iB  tfais  nanner^  they  woyi 
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have  justly  had  to  experience  the  ceDSure 
of  gentlemen  opposite,  if  America  had^  on 
the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  from  this 
country^  withdrawn  her  declaration,  and 
restored  the  British  property  that  had 
been  seized,  and  they  bad  been  unable  to 
meet  this  pacific  disposition  with  corres- 
pondent restitution,  without  coming  to 
parliament  to  vote  that  sum  which  had 
found  its  way  into  the  cofiers  of  the  cap- 
tors of  American  ships.  With  respect  to 
time,  the  moment  the  declaration  of  war 
was  ascertained,  and  that  the  Americans 
bad  proceeded  to  the  condemnation  of  the 
British  property  seized  and  refused  to  ra- 
tify the  armistice  concluded  between  them 
and  the  govemor  of  Upper  Canada,  with 
admiral  Sawyer,  that  moment  the  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal  were  issued.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  truly  said  it  was 
an  extraordinary  thing  that  no  answer  had 
been  published  to  that  Declaration  which 
could  be  so  readily  refuted,  and  that  the 
onus  was  thrown  on  the  government,  to 
shew  that  grave  and  weighty  reasons  ex- 
isted for  not  taking  that  official  step.  But 
neither  the  House  nor  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  were  to  learn,  that  though  we 
were  actually  at  war  with  America,  yet 
negociations  had  not  absolutely  termi- 
nated. A  mission  had  been  entrusted  to 
admiral  Warren,  and  a  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  him  to  the  American  govern- 
ment, to  which  no  answer  had  been  re- 
ceived up  to  this  day.  This  proposition 
was  intended  to  have  been  made  through 
Mr.  Foster ;  but  as  he  had  left  the  country 
before  the  dispatch  arrived,  the  business 
had  of  necessity  devolved  upon  the  ad- 
miral on  the  station.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, waiting  for  the  reply  of  the 
American  government  (though  he  did  not 
mean  by  this  to  lead  the  House  to  any 
sanguine  expectation  as  to  the  result),  be 
was  sure  the  House  would  feel  that  mi- 
nisters would  have  more  consulted  their 
feelings  than  their  judgments,  had  they 
hastily  put  forth  the  answer  they  felt 
themselves  so  competent  to  give  to  the  as- 
sertions and  claims  of  America.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  on  this  subject  also  he  had 
laid  sufficient  general  grounds  for  meeting 
any  inculpatory  observations  to  which  it 
might  give  rise  hereafter.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  touched  on  one  or  two 
other  points  which  required  little  notice. 
It  was  true,  as  he  stated,  that  the  British 
government  had  never  endeavoured  to 
force  through  neutrals  their  manufactarea 
iftto  France.    With  regard  to  t|ie  mission 
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of  Henry,  he  did  hot  think  it  necessary 
that  ministers  should  publish  any^  disa- 
vowal of  it  now.  They  had  disavowed  it 
in  their  places  in  parliament,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  done  to-night,  and 
like  him  declared  they  never  knew  of  it 
until  published  by  the  American  govern- 
ment. That  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  had  not  pursued  bis 
charge  upon  it  with  greater  eagerness,  was 
a  pretty  strong  proof  that  no  blame  could 
be  thrown  on  ministers  on  that  account  ; 
and  besides  all  this,  he  had  to  assure  th« 
right  hon.  gentleman,  that  government 
had  disavowed  it  to  the  American  cabinet, 
to  satisfy  whom  they  had  sent  over  all  the 
papers  with  which  they  were  acquainted 
on  the  subject.  He  was  not  aware  that 
he  had  occasion  to  trouble  the  House  at 
any  further  length,  though  he  would  be 
happy  to  give  every  information  in  his 
power.  It  was  with  extreme  pleasure  be 
found,  that  instead  of  the  usual  opposition 
on  such  opportunities  as  the  present,  the 
object  of  all  seemed  rather  to  be  to  join  ia 
gratulations  on  the  prosperous  state  of  af- 
fairs, and  the  general  improving  aspect  of 
Europe.  (Here  some  disapprobation  was 
evinced  on  the  Opposition  bench).  He 
challenged  the  House  to  say  when  a 
Speech  was  delivered  on  the 'opening  of 
parliament,  which  contained  so  bright  a 
catalogue  of  success,  or  displayed  a  more 
marked  prospect  of  amendment  or  ad- 
vantage to  the  country.  (Hear  !)  If  they 
could  not  say  that  the  enemy  was  alto- 
gether discomfited, .  and  finally  and  ef- 
fectually repressed,  yet  they  never  before 
could  say  that  they  saw  him  so  danger^ 
onsly  involved  in  two  great  wars  in  the 
opposite  extremities  of  Europe.  These 
were  wafs  in  which  he  was  not  merely 
committed  against  the  governments  of 
countries,  but  in  which  the  nations  were 
arrayed  against  him.  They  were  not,  as 
heretofore,  wars  productive  of  means  to 
recruit  his  resources,  augment  his  forces, 
and  from  his  conquests  reap  the  ainews  of 
extended  conquests.  Though  he  conld 
drag  his  tributary  states  into  the  field,  and 
amass  a  powerful  force  from  those  whom 
he  had  lalready  overcome,  yet  in  the  great 
scale  on  which  he  was  engaged,  he  met 
with  no  aids  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
the  war  vigorously ;  he  only  met  with  na- 
tional resistance,  and  was  obliged  to  bring 
his  supplies  with  him,  and  exhaust  his  re- 
sources from  the  people  over  whom  be 
exercises  his  rigorous  sway,  for  be  conld 
not  find  them  in  the  country  he  invaded* 
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In  Rosna  the  spirit  of  deiperattf  opposi- 
Uon  to  hts  aggressions  was>  as  noticed  in 
the  Speech,  unparalleled  in  history.  The 
people  of  that  country  had  been  spoken  of 
as  barbarians,  and  as  being  a  century  be- 
hind other  nations  in  ciTilization,  but 
copld  they  find  in  any  country  a  resistance 
to  inrasion  equal  to  that  glorious  spirit 
which  was  now  displayed,  firing  every 
rank  and  description  of  men  in  the  vast 
Russian  empire  ?  Nor  was  it  for  courage 
alooe  that  the  Russians  bad  shone  conspi- 
cuous during  this  contest;  that  heroic 
▼alour,  for  which  they  were  famed  on 
former  occasions,  was  not  now  their  only 
praise.  The  military  councils  and  skill  of 
the  commanders  also  shone  pre*emiQently; 
and  the  whole  conduct  of  the  campaign 
proved  them  to  be  equal  to  the  roost  diffi- 
cult situations  and  trying  emergencies. 
The  retreat  of  the  numerous  great  bodies 
of  troops  from  the  Niemen  to  Moskwa, 
and  the  able  and  judicious  manner  in 
which  it  was  conducted  under  pressing 
circumstances,  was  scarcely  to  be  equalled 
in  the  history  of  the  most  celebrated 
transactions  of  that  kind.  The  retreat  of 
Moraau,  on  which  his  highest  fame  rested, 
no  military  roan  would  say  could-  come 
into  competition  with  this  in  Russia. 
When  so  many  armies  had  marched  over 
500  miles  of  country  before  they  united 
into  one  mass,  invariably  baffling  the  im- 
mense force  of  their  enemy,  fighting  var 
rious  battles,  and  never  putting  it  in  the 
power  of  that  enemy  to  say  that  he  had 
dispersed  a  sibgle  regiment,  or  captured  a 
single  gun  or  ^baggage  waggon ;  so  ex- 
cellently executed  a  movement  was  not  sur- 
passed in  the  history  of  the  world  ;  and 
had  evinced,  on  the  part  of  the  Russian 
commanders,  the  utmost  skill  and  ability, 
which,  with  the  known  valour  of  their 
troops,  added  fresh  hopes  to  those  already 
entertained  of  the  deliverance'of  Europe. 
The  interests  of  this  people  were  now 
identified  with  our  own  in  the  most  grati- 
fying manner,  by  their  fleets  approaching 
our  harbours ;  an  action  on  the  part  of 
our  ally  which  was  calculated  to  make 
the  French  feel  that  even  the  loss  of  ano 
ther  capital  would  not  involve  the  loss  of 
their  fleet,  or  be  considered  any  more 
than  the  former  as  idvolving  the  loss  of  the 
country.  In  this  the  emperor  Alexander 
had  shewn  a  glorious  example  of  what  a 
monarch  ought  to  be,  and  of  the  true  po- 
licy of  a  monarch,  which,  had  it  been 
acted  opon  by  others,  Europe  would  not 
have  been  in  its  present  state*  He  bad  not 
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placed  bis  strength  in  a  capital  citv*  but 
trusted  to  the  spirit  of  his  country  tor  the 
pledge  to  stand  by  him,  and  repel  the  in- 
vaders, and  in  this  he  had  not  been  disap-^ 
pointed.  His  lordship  concluded  by  say« 
ing,  ''  Thus  in  every  quarter  our  pros- 
pects are  most  bright  and  happy.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  explain  every  thing  that 
may  appear  doubtful,  and  congratulate 
the  House  and  the  nation,  that  from  the 
state  in  which  the  country  is  on  the  open- 
ing of  this  new  parliament,  there  is  not  a 
topic  for  condemnation,  though  there  are 
so  many  for  cheering  us,  in  our  exertions^ 
and  encouraging  us  to  hope  that  every 
thing  will  prosper  to  our  wishes.^' 

Mr.  WkiibrcMd  said,  if  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  but  one  bad  al- 
luded to  him  as  the  person  who  was  under- 
stood to  have  prepared  an  Amend  men  t»^ 
he  was  correct  in  that  allusion ;  but  aa 
for  the  period  of  the  evening  at  which 
either  the  right  bon.  gentltman  or  the 
noble  lord  opposite  might  expect  him  t<^ 
deliver  his  sentiments,  in  this  he  was  sorry 
to  disappoint  them,  though  he  begged  to 
say  that  he  considered  his  time  for  speak« 
ing  was  entirely  at  his  own  selection,  it  was 
true  he  was  the  person  who  had  prepared 
an  Amendment;  but  before  he  expressed 
his  own  he  wished  to  hear  the  sentimenta 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  as  well  aa 
those  of  the  noble  lord  who  had  just  sal 
down.  He  was  particularly  desirous  of 
hearing  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  opi* 
uion  of  affairs  at  thip  time,  for  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  in  his  answer  to  his  con- 
stituents at  Liverpool,  said  it  was  his  own 
fault  if  he  was  not  now  minister.  How^ 
ever,  be  did  not  rise  to-night  to  dwell  in 
contention  with  him,  as  he  might  have 
done  at  former  periods,  but  to  deliver  hit 
sentiments  on  what  he  conceived  to  be 
the  present  state  of  the  country.  In  his 
opinion,  there  were  great  omissions  in  the 
Speech  of  the  Prince  Regent,  or  rather  of 
his  Royal  Highness's  advisers.  The 
Speech  bad  professed  to  give,  as  it  ought 
to  give,  ample  information  to  the  House, 
on  the  existing  situation  of  the  country, 
on  the  events  that  had  occurred  since  tha 
sitting  of  the  last  paMiaroent,  ^nd  the  sub- 
ject of  our  foreign  relations,  but  there 
was  no  information  with  respect  to  the 
dispute  with  America;  and  with  respect 
to  Spain,  there  was  nothing  which  could 
in  anywise  enable  them  to  form  a  judg- 
ment as  to  what  was  the  cause  of  the  late 
losses  which  the  coootry  had  so  much  rea^ 
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•on  to  deplore.  He  found  himself  there- 
for^,  bound  to  call  for  information  on  the^e 
subjects.  If  ei er  there  was  a  time  when 
enquiry  aqd  information  were  called  for. 
it  was  the  present,  when  topics  of  so  great 
and  vital  importance  came  before  them  for 
discussion  and  decision.  He  would  ask  whe- 
ther the  House  recollected  the  lamentable 
situation  in  which  the  execMiive  goyern- 
ment  was  placed  ?  Were  they  not  informed 
that  the  recovery  of  his  Majesty  was  hope- 
kss ;  and  that  the  frequent  paroxysms  to 
which  he  was  subject  rendered  his  life  so 
precarious,  that  the  existence  of  the  present 
parliament  was  likely  to  be  of  very  short 
duration,  unless  the  noble  lord  should  think 
proper  to  propose,  what  he  had  heard  was 
his  intention,  early  in  the  present  session, 
Bamely,  an  Act  for  the  continuance  of  its 
sitting  notwithstanding  the  demise  of  his 
Majesty  ?  Whether  so  bold  an  experi- 
ment was  to  be  tried  he  knew  not ;  but  if 
such  an  infraction  of  the  constitution 
should  ever  be  attempted,  he  would  oppose 
k,  if  alive,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  If, 
however,  such  a  proposition  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  made,  the  tenure  of  their 
existence  was  necessarily  precarious,  and 
h  behoved  them  therefore  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  applying  to  the 
Prince  Regent,,  for  information  on  the 
state  of  affairs.  He  did  not  believe  that 
even  the  noble  lord  wished  to  stifle  all 
inquiry  Into  the  transactions  of  Spain,  or 
the  neffociatioij^  with  America :  for  even 
BOW  the  noble  lord  had  said  that  a  nego- 
tiation was  on  foot  with  America.  Why 
should  not  the  House  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  steps  that  had'  been  taken  with 
respect  to  that  country.  He  trusted  that 
this  fliuMy  pretence  would  neither  be  of- 
fered or  received  as  a  ground  for  with- 
bolding  that  intelligence  from  parlia- 
ment which  he  contended  to  be  so  indis- 
pensible  to  their  taking  a  right  view  of 
the  political  interests  of  the  country,  ex- 
ternally and  intemally.<^There  was  ano- 
ther topic  on  which  the  Speech  had  not 
touched,  at  which  he  for  one  could  not 
help  expressing  his  astonishment,  the 
more  especially  when  he  called  to  mind 
the  debates  and  resolutions  which  had 
taken  nlace  upon  it  iii  the  last  parliament. 
He  alluded  to  what  was  commonly  called 
die  Catholic  Question.  He  wished  to 
know  why  the  noble  lord  had  not  coun- 
selled the  Prince  Regent,  who  was  known 
to  have  once  entertained  sentiments  favour- 
able to  the  Catholics^  after  the  debates 
which  bad  taken  pUot  ia  tbalHousa,  and 
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the  smaU  majorities  which  had  he&k  ob* 
taiaed,  to  take  notice  of  the  claims?  Why 
he  had  not  advised  his  Royal  High* 
ness  to  introduce  into  the  Speech  one 
small  paragraph  about  Ireland^  the  on  is* 
sion  of  which  could  not  but  be  a  subject 
of  mortification  and  indign^ion  to  the  iiH 
habitants  of  that  country  ?«-There  were 
other  circumstances  intimately  connected 
with  our  continental  connections^  which, 
in  his  opinion,  ought  to  have  formed  a 
prominent  part  of  the  Speech,  instead  of 
being  as  they  were,  studiously  avoided. 
One  of  these  was  the  depreciated  stat^  of 
the  currency  of  the  country.  If  he  was 
not  grossly  misinformed,  such  was  the  ab- 
solute want  of  specie,  that  the  officers  of 
that  gallant  army  which  had  achieved 
thoto  glorious  victories  of  which  we  so 
deservedly  boasted,  were  even  unable  to 
provide  themselves  with  any  of  the  com- 
forts of  life^-at  least,  that  no  subaltern 
was  enabled  to  provide  himself  with  any 
other  means  of  subsistence  or  additional 
comfort  of  life  beyond  the  rations  which 
be  obtained  from  the  commissariat. — 
From  the  same  causes  the  debt  of  that 
gallant  army  was  very  great,  and  increas- 
ing from  day  to  day,  whereby  its  opera- 
tions were  crippled  and  frustrated.  When 
the  noble  lord  took  a  view  of  the  mano« 
factures  of  this  country,  was  there  nothing 
to  make  him  pause  before  boasting  of  the 
present  as  the  proudest  period  of  the  £og« 
lish  annals  ?  The  right  hon.  gefitlemaa 
(Mr.  Canning)  had  mentioned  our  three 
wars.  It  was,  unfortunately,  but  too  true, 
that  an  acquisition  of  two  of  these  wars 
had  been  made  since  the  last  session.  In 
Russia  we  were  accessaries  after  the  fact. 
To  that  power  we  had  not  made  subsidies 
as  we  had  formerly  done  to  other  coo* 
tinental  powers  frequently  wi^h  great  pro-^ 
fusion.  Of  the  abilitv  to  act  in  that  way 
we  were  now  depHvedf.  In  the  third  war, 
which  was  with  America,  we  stood  in  the 
character  of  principals  and  alone— -a  war 
the  most  disastrous  and  calamitous  that 
ever  was  waged,  and  the  existence  of 
which  cut  up  the  sinews  of  the  resources 
by  which  our  other  wars  could  be  carried 
on.  This  was  the  proud,  this  was  the  on - 
paralleled  situation  in  which  the  country 
was  placed,  so  much  the  subject  of  the 
noble  lord's  exultation.  In  his  opinion,  it 
afforded  only  grounds  for  apprehensions, 
and  abundant  reasons  to  dread  the  most 
serious  calamities.  But  the  noble  lord 
looked  at  these  things  with  a  soldier's 
eye.    He  talked  of  th,e  BMiteriy  retreat 
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of  ibe  RossisBi,  wbidi  he  thoagl^t  tape- 
rior  to  that  of  general  Morean.  While  the 
noble  lord  dwelt  too  with  exultation  on 
the  achievements  in  Canada,  be  over- 
looked the  capture  of  the  Guerriere  by 
the  American  frigate  the  Constitution. 
He  took  only  the  flattering  points  into  his 
pictare,  but  it  became  the  House  to  take 
every  feature  into  their  view.  It  was  their 
duty  to  look  at  the  situation  in  which  lord 
Wellington  was  now  placed  since  his  aban- 
donment of  the  siege  of  Burgos.  The  noble 
lord  had  thoug^bt  proper  to  suppose  that 
niy  lord  Wellington  might  even  be  oblig- 
ed to  retreat  to  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras. 
Lord  Wellington  himself,  in  his  dis- 
patches, said  that  the  enemy  were  in  great 
rorce,  that  they  had  received  considerable 
reinforcements ;  and  that  it  was  with  the 
greatest  mortification  and  regret,  that  he 
saw  himself  obliged  to  give  up  an  object 
which,  if  obtained,  he  considered  the  sac- 
ees8  of  the  campaign  certain.  They  were 
told,  that  when  pursued  by  the  French 
lirmy  he  was  pressed  hardly ;  and  when 
mt  Rueda,  that  he  could  not  make  a  stand 
there.  But  then  they  were  told  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  was  improved, 
and  that  the  nation  was  in  a  glorious  and 
grand  situation.  Why?  Because  Buo- 
naparte was  on  his  retreat  to  his  resources; 
—his  force  not  annihilated,  though  cer- 
tainly in  great  danger.  This  was^  what 
the  House  were  to  congratulate  themselves 
on,  and  for  which  they  were  to  go  to  the 
Prince  Regent  with  an  Address,  on  the 
prosperous  state  of  the  coontr}' !  If  this 
situation  of  affitirs  on  the  continent  was 
good  for  any  thing,  it  was  thia ;  that  the 
emperor  of  France,  having  failed  In  his 
object,  an  opportunity  was  now  offered, 
when  it  would  not  be  inglorious,  and 
when  It  would  certainly  be  highly  useful 
to  propose  to  the  enemy  some  arrange- 
ment for  peace.— The  noble  lord  had  by 
no  means  satisfactorily  answered  the  ques- 
tion put  tc  him  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man respecting  Sweden.  It  was,  indeed, 
furprising  that  this  country  should  become 
•o  easily  the  dupe  of  every  state  with 
which  it  happened  to  be  allied.  Great 
expectations  were  entertained  by  the  go- 
rermnent  of  this  country  from  Sweden ; 
bat  be  saw  nothing  in  the  connection  but 
fresh  sacrifices  and  fresh  disappointments. 
The  rear  of  the  enemy  was  to  be  harrassed 
by  the  Swedish  army,  under  that  great 
French  captain,  as  he  was  called,  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Sweden.  Now  the  noble 
lord  say* — ^Aye,  you  see  we  were  right  in 
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onr  expectations— Buonaparte  was  obliged 
to  leave  two  grand  corps  behind  him,  for 
fear  of  the  Swedes.  But  yet  some  how 
or  other,  it  would  seem  that  Buonapant 
was  soon  relieved  of  all  apprehensions 
from  any  diversion  in  his  rear,  and 
availed  himself  in  proper  time  of  tbesa 
two  corps,  so  said  to  be  kept  in  check 
by  the  Swedes;  for  the  fact  was,  that 
under  Victor  and  Augerean  they  bad  ac- 
tually united  themselves  with  the  grand 
army  against  Ruisia.— As  to  the  state  of 
Russia  itself,  and  the  result  of  the  present 
campaign,  he  differed  altogether  from  th« 
noble  lord  with  respect  to  the  resources 
and  population  of  the  Russian  empire,  and 
with  respect  to  the  view  which  had  been 
taken  of  that  horrible  fact,  the  conflagra* 
tion  of  Moscow.  The  noble  lord  had  ap* 
plied  to  Buonaparte  the  epithet  of  devaa- 
tor  of  Moscow.  Now,  it  appeared  that 
Buonaparte  was  anxious,  and  did  all  that 
was  in  his  power  to  be  the  preserver  of 
Moscow,  as  he  had  preserved  Vienna^ 
Berlin,  Rome,  Madrid,  Venice  and  Milan, 
into  which  he  had  entered  as  conqueror. 
This  act,  the  burning  of  Moscow,  which 
he  could  not  sufficiently  deplore,  had  been 
represented  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
and  by  the  noble  lord,  as  a  proof  of  the 
spirit  which  animated  the  Russians,  as  a 
sacrifice  they  were  willing  to  make  to  ths 
safety  of  their  country ;  nay,  the  noble 
Idrd  had  regretted  that  the  example  set 
by  Russia,  in  the  destruction  of  their  ca* 
pital,  was  not  earlier  made,  and  he  chose 
to  describe  that  event  as  an  evidence  of 
the  temper  of  the  Russian  people,  as  if 
they  had  been  perfectly  willing  to  surren* 
der  their  wives  and  cnildren,  theur  sick, 
wounded  and  dying,  to  the  destructive 
flames  which  laid  the  ciw  in  ashes.  But 
this  was  by  no  means  the  case.  It  was 
well  known  that  Moscow  was  burnt  b^ 
military  command,  and  that  the  inhabi- 
tants had  no  will  in  its  execution,  and  no 
power  to  prevent  it.  The  people  whose 
property  and  dearest  connections  fell  a 
prey  to  the  devouring  flames  were  not 
consulted  in  the  execution ;  they  had  no 
will  in  the  matter ;  and  now  they  had  no 
refuge,  no  shelter  ta  fly  to ;  and  whether 
the  act  were  justifiable  or  not,  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  voluntary  on  thejr  part,  but  It 
penalty  inflicted  on  them  by  their  govern- 
ment.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  wished 
he  could  know  what  were  the  real  feelinga 
of  the  Russian  people  with  respect  to  that 
event,  and  bad  delivered  a  splendid  pas- 
sage and  drawn  a  highly  coloured  pictur^ 
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from  the  stores  of  bis  hnaginatioo  on  thlB 
instinctive  love  which  every  people  pos- 
sessed for  their  native  soil.  This  he  be- 
lieved to  be  true,  they  might  love  their 
country ;  but  to  suppose  that  the  people  of 
Russia  could  love  their  government,  or  to 
talk  to  them  of  the  laws  and  constitutions 
of  their  country,  which  they  were  called 
on  to  defend,  was  altogether  ridiculons. 
It  was  said,  that  the  population  of  the  em- 

I  lire  was  every  where  rising  spontaneous- 
y  round  the  French  armies  for  the  par- 
pose  of  exterminating  them.  But  where, 
he  would  ask,  was  the  evidence  of  this? 
That  the  B^ssian  army  was  now,  as  it  al- 
ways had  been,  famous  for  its  valour  and 
discipline,  and  for  its  implicit  obedience, 
could  not  possibly  be  doubted.  They  were 
well  known  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  all 
the  commands  of  their  superiors  without 
hesitation,  and  would  probably  act  now  as 
they  did  formerly,  when  on  the  death 
t>f  their  monarch,  they  changed  sides, 
and  fought  to-day  on  the  side  against 
which  they  had  (ought  the  day  before. 
They  were  known  to  obey  without  reflec- 
tion and  without  hesitation  the  commands 
of  their  superiors  with  the  prospect  of  cer- 
tain and  immediate  death  before  them; 
but  to  expect  public  spirit  from  such  a 
people  was  carrying  too  far  even  the  power 
of  the  most  brilliant  fancy.  Yet  it  was  in 
this  situation  of  affairs  that  the  noble  lord 
thought  proper  to  compare  the  retreat 
from  the  Niemen  to  Moscow,  with  the 
well-known  retreat  of  Moreaii.  But  in 
what  respects  could  they  possibly  be  com- 
pared together?  General  Moreau  exe- 
cuted his  retreat  when  he  was  far  into  the 
enemies'  country,  and  when  he  was  pur- 
sued by  powerful  and  warlike  hosts; 
while  on  the  other  hand  the  Russians  re- 
treated into  their  own  country,  in  conse- 
quence of  plans  which  it  was  said  bad 
been  long  digested  by  them.  They  were 
to  stop  at  a  certain  point,  where  they  had 
their  magazines  and  entrenched  camps. 
But  was  it  ever  in  contemplation  that  they 
should  retreat  to  Moscow,  before  fighting 
the  enemy,  and  afterwards  burn  Moscow? 
It  was  preposterous,  therefore,  in  the  noble 
lord,  to  speak  of  this  retreal  as  a  great  mi- 
litary operation.  If,  however,  the  efforts 
of  Russia  had  been  great,  as  great  they 
certainly  were,  how  stupendous  must  have 
been  the  power  and  the  efforts  of  the  em- 
peror of  France,  who,  without  being  ne- 
cessitated to  carry  his^rms  into  Russia, 
and  having  the  war  of  Spain  already  on 
Aift  hands,  began  that  great  undertaking. 
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penetrated  to  Moscofir,  and  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  accomplished  his  pur« 
pose,  but  for  the  awful  act  by  which  it 
was  frustrated.— With  respect  to  the  state 
of  affairs  in  the  peninsula,  it  was  generally 
known  to  the  credit  of  lord  Wellington, 
that  be  did  not  court  the  battle  of  Sala-  " 
manca;  but  that  the  French  commander 
being  too  secure  of  calling  lord  Welling- 
ton  off,  laid  himself  open  to  attack,  whicb 
that  great  man,  with  his  accustomed  vigi- 
lance, immediately  laid  hold  of.  By  fol- 
lowing op  his  victory,  he  took  possessioa 
of  Madrid,  and  afterwards  advanced  to 
Burgos.  He  was  willing  to  pay  the 
highest  deference  to  the  opinion  of  lord 
Wellington,  and  to  suppose  that  in  acting 
as  he  did,  he  judged  perfectly  right;  but 
the  plan  of  his  campaign,  as  be  himself 
had  acknowledged,  had  been  utterly  de- 
feated from  the  want  of  means.  But  then 
the  noble  lord  enlarged  on  the  sreat  good 
produced  by  having  weakened  the  French, 
and  prevented  them  from  carrying  on  of- 
fensive operations,  and  contended,  that  even 
if  lord  Wellington  should  be  again  oblig- 
ed to  fall  back  on  Tories  Vedras  the  same 
glorious  consequences  would  follow  which 
had  already  taken  place.  But  if  he  might 
be  allowed  to  ask  the  question,  what  had  the 
Spaniards  been  doing  all  the  time  ?  How 
were  the  Spaniards  seconding  the  efibrts 
of  the  great  commander  ?  It  was  true,  as 
the  noble  lord  had  stated,  that  the  French 
had  left  the  south  of  Spain,  and  been 
obliged  to  evacuate  Madrid,  and  that  lord 
Wellington  had  been  received  there  and 
every  where  with  an  enthusiasm  ap- 
proaching to  idolatry.  In  his  letter  after 
entering  Madrid,  he  said,  he  hoped  the  in- 
habitants of  Madrid  would  in  future  do  a 
little  better  than  before.  But  ader  the 
last  evacuation  of  Madrid,  he  said  a  very 
small  French  force  took  possession  of  the 
Retiro.  He  was  appointed  generalissimo 
of  Spain ;  and  the  very  first  order  which  he 
issued  in  that  character  to  general  Ballaa- 
teros,  one  of  the  Spanish  commanders, 
who  had  been  more  than  usually  success- 
ful in  his  operations  against  the  enedoy, 
was  refused  to  be  executed  by  him.  It  waa 
true  that  that  general  was  cashiered,  and 
that  bis  army  wa?  given  to  otbe>  bands  ^ 
but  be  very  much  doubted,  whether  the 
feeljng  which  seemed  to  have  actuated 
general  Ballasteros  was  not  too  prevalent 
in  Spain,  to  admit  of  any  advantage  being 
taken  by  lord  Wellington  as  commander 
of  the  forces  of  that  country.  The  noble 
lord  said  that  Russia  would  be  satisfied 
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#ltik  olri*  otiuoM  dt«rtnntt  in  th«  peti'tnt  d1a> 
ii  likeljr  to  be  mbrto  meM  to  her  tiian 
^y  petmiiary  or  tniliUrjr  aid  we  could 
apord  iktr  el^wheit.    He  could  not  think 
tfait  these  exefiions  had   been  snch  at 
^ttfaer  Rnssia  or  this  country  had  a  rtgbt 
to  expect    Shortly  after  the  glorious  ?ic* 
folry  of  Salamanca^  lord  Wellington  was 
obliged,  from  want  of  means,  to  abandon 
bis  conquering  career,  and  to  retreat  be- 
fore the  enemy  he  had  previously  beaten ; 
he  was  forced  to  give  up  part  of  bis  late 
conquesu;    nor  did  the  Spaniards  avail 
tfaemaeWes  of  the  moment  of  respite  the 
bratery  of  our  trobps  had  procured  for 
thtfdi,  to  improve  their  means  of  defence 
•iainst  the  common  enemy.    The  cause 
^f  Spain,  therefore,  seemed  not  so  hope- 
IW  as  the  noble  lord  had  chosen  to  reprt- 
ient  it.    With  regard  to  the  efforts  which 
had  been  mado  inthe  prosecution  of  this 
%ar,  he  had  to  observe  that  when  war  was 
carried  on  in  any  country,  tb^re  was  not  a 
deubt  that  the  most  vigorous  effbru  were 
the  most  likely  to  lead  to  a  spe6dy  term!- 
Mtlott.     There  was  this  difference  be- 
t^en  anoffensite  and  a  defensive  wat, 
fiiat  an  offeniive  war  ought  always  to  b6  a 
#af  of  spirit     When    trgorous   efforts, 
ttierefore,  were  resolved  to  be  made  in 
i^rn,  there  ought  to  be  no  limit  to  that 
tii^oor.    Let  aO  application,  therefore,  ht 
trade  to  the  Prince  Regent,  td  know  from 
liim  whether  the  greatest  poftsible  u^e  had 
been  made  by  minister  of   the  iheatri 
^itli  which  they  wtff e  entrusted  for  carry- 
ing ote  the  wat,  before  doming  to  a  decision 
cm  tfae  merits  of  ministers,  or  the  probstbi- 
Ift^  of  the  war  bdng  in  future  carried  on 
Wrth  succe8S.^He  was  htt  from  wishhrg  to 
refnse  ministers  the  means  ne^e^ary  to 
tarry  on  the  cotitett  hi  which  v^e  t^ere 
engaged  to  a  successful  issue;  but  feeling 
Mr  ^e  peopTe,  groaning  utider  aecumulat- 
ed  burdens,  and  threatened  with  the  finan- 
cial afbtfitits  of  the  risht  hon.  gentleman 
6pposite,  he  though  the  last  resources  of 
the  country  shourfd  not  be  graoted  without 
ftfCmity  that  they  should  be  properly  ap- 
plied.— After  some  observations  on  the 
feiiserable  state  of  theman'tfactufers  of  this 
country,  and  tfaehr  gloomy  anticipations 
irtth  redpect  to  the  ensuing  Budget,  he 
observed  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in 
bia  speech  did  great  injustice,  in  his  opi- 
IKon,  to  America,  on  the  subject  of  which 
faef  (Mr.  W.)  still  retained  the  s^ntimenu 
he  had   before  manifested,  namely,  that 
Ibis  couAtry  had  done  every  thing   to 
4nte  hei*  into  a  war,  and  made  concessions 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


too  tardily  to  avtrt  that  evil.    The  right 
horu  gentleman  indeed,  in  his  usual  meta- 
phoric  way,  had  talked  of  the  law  of  na- 
thre,  by  which  affection  descended,  and- 
not  ascetided,  and  observed  that  childrea 
were  seldom  known  to  have  thb  same  af- 
fection (br  their  parents  which  their  pa« 
renu  felt  for  them ;  he  thought  that  great 
parental  afiection  had  been  shewn  here ; 
and  very  little  filial  love  had  been  shewn 
there.    Now,  to  judge  frbm  the  corres- 
pondence which  had  uken  place  between 
Mr.  Munro,  Mr.  Pinckney,  and  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  himself,  who  according 
to  his  own  metaphor  was  the  father  vLnd 
they  were  the  children,  he  would  say, 
that  he  had  lathed  them  motft  unmerci- 
fully, and  that  they  had  borne  their  casti- 
gatioki  with  all  the  meekness  of  filial  snb^ 
mission.    He  was  not,  however,  ready  ta 
condemn    ministers  without   proof,  and 
one  of  the  objects  he  expected  fi^om  his 
Amendment  #a8,  to  obtain  information  on 
the  conduct  of  the  negociations  with  Ame- 
rica.—The  hori.  gentleman  then  rcTerted 
t6  the  state  of  our  mamrfactures,  which 
were  stfcb,  that  the  little  work  which  kept 
the  mantrfacturers  from  itatring,  espe- 
cially at  Birmingham,  was  the  manufac- 
tory efarms,  atna  he  deployed  that  ever 
the  people  of  this  country  shootd  be  re- 
duced to  such  employment  fo^  support.— 
AfVer  commenting  on  the  taunt,  as  he  as- 
serted it  to  be,  respecting  the  American 
ambassador,  Joel  Barlow,  laying  the  li- 
berties of  the  republic  of  America  at  the 
ffiet  of  the  devastator  of  Moscow,  and  mak« 
ing  several  observations  on  the  relations 
between  this  country  and  America^  the 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  saying, 
that   nnder  all    these  circumstances  he 
was    desirous   6f   implorhi^   his   Royd 
Highness  to  take  mto  Consideration  the 
fAeasure  Of  mqniriog  whether  or  not  it 
was  at  present  possible  to  bring  about  a 
pacification.    We  now  stood  in  a  situation 
m  Spain  glorio^  beyond  example,  in  so 
far  as  related  to  the  splendid  achievethents 
of  our  armies,  though,  with  respect  to  the 
main  object;  the  expolsion  Of  the  French 
from  the  peninsula,  we  were  not  so  near 
our  object  as  many  people  supposed.  The 
emperor  of  France  was  at  present  in  great 
difficulties.     He  bad  indeed  succeeded  hi 
one  way  beyond  the  expectation  of  all 
those  who  saw  him  set  out.    An  unexpect- 
ed event,  however,  had  foiled  him,  and 
involved  him  certainly  in  great  difficulties 
for  the  present;    and  though  from  these 
difficulties  he  might  ultimately  extricate 
(H) 
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himtelfy  there  miut  be  a  contiderabld  in- 
tenral  daring  which  battles  could  not  take 

E lace.— He  knew  he  should  be  told  at  he 
ad  ali^ays  hitherto  been  on  making  such 
a  proposition,  that  the  interference  of  par* 
liament  on  such  a  subject  would  cramp  the 
powers  of  the  executive.  But  when  he 
saw  that  one  ministry  after  another  took 
DO  advantage  of  any  favourable  conjunc- 
ture offered  them  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object*  and  that  the  moment  a  vic- 
tory was  obtained,  instead  of  considering 
it  as  instrumental  in  leading  to  peace,  the 
end  of  all  war,  they  seemed  to  be  imme- 
diately filled  with  the  most  frantic  and 
unreasopable  hopes,  he  was  convinced  that 
no  ministry  would  ever  voluntarily  enter 
upon  negociation,  and  that  the  House  were 
therefore  now  called  upon  to  interfere, 
tjiat  an  event  mi j;ht  at  last  be  brought 
about  of  so  much  importance  to  this  coun- 
try, and  to  the  world.  With  these  im- 
pressions, and  considering,  lastly,  that  in 
tenderness  for  the  Spaniards,  our  allies, 
vre  should  allow  them  some  time  to  settle 
their  form  of  ^vemment ;  he  had  no  he- 
sitation ill  saymg  that,  without  debasing 
the  dignity  of  the  country,  we  might  take 
some  steps  to  ascertain  whether  or  no 
France  was  disposed  to  listen  to  pacific 
overtures.  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
moved  the  following  Amendment: 

"That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
lo  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  thank  his  Royal  Highness  for  his  Royal 
Highnesses  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Majesty. 

"  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  of  the 
inviolable  attachment  of  his  Majesty's 
faithful  Commons  to  the  persons  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  of  his  Royal  Highness;  to  his 
Majesty's  government,  and  to  the  princi- 
ples which  seated  his  Majesty's  royal  fa- 
mily upon  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms. 

"  To  convey  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
expression  of  our  sincere  condolence,  on 
the  continuance  of  the  affliction  with 
which ^it  has  pleased  God  to  visit  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  whereby  the  recovery  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's mental  powers  appears  to  have 
been  rendered  hopeless,  and  the  sacred 
life  of  his  Majesty,  from  the  frequent  re- 
petition and  violence  of  the  attacks,  to 
have  become  alarmingly  precarious. 

"  To  represent  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
that  in  such  circumstances,  the  existence 
of  this  new  parliament  is,  of  necessity, 
likely  to  be  ofshort  duration;  and  that  it, 
therefore,  behore^  has  Majesty's  faithful 
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Commons,  to  seize  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  submittin*g  to  his  Royal  Highness  their 
view  of  the  general  situation  of  the  coun« 
try,  and  of  laying  before  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  manifold  griefs  of  his  Majesty's 
faithful  subjecU,  praying  that  his  Ro^ral 
Highness  will  take  such  steps  as  to  his  wis- 
dom shall  seem  best  calculated  for  their 
relief;  sTnd,  at  the  same  time,  to  promise 
our  most  dutiful  and  cordial  co-operation. 

'*  To  express  to  his  Royal  Highness  our 
hearty  congratulations  on  the  great  suc- 
cesses obtained  by  his  Majesty's  arms* 
under  the  distinguished  command  of  ge» 
neral  the  marquis  of  Wellington ;  and  par« 
ticularty  on  the  glorious  victory  of  Sala- 
manca, prepared  by  the  vigilanc^,  deci- 
sion, and  skill  of  that  great  commander  ; 
and  achieved,  through  the  favour  of  Pro- 
vidence, by  the  consummate  valour  of  hit 
Majesty's  troops,  under  his  command. 

*'  Nevertheless,  to  represent  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  our  deep  disappointment 
and  concern,  at  finding  that  an  event, 
which  was  followed  by  the  evacuation  of 
Madrid  by  the  French,  its  occupation  by 
the  British  commander  in  person,  the  with- 
drawing of  the  French  garrisons  from 
numy  of  their  military  posts  and  fortified 
towns,  the  relief  of  various  parts  of  Spain 
from  the  presence  of  the  enemv,  and  th« 
victorious  advance  of  the  British  general 
into  the  heart  of  that  country,  has  not 
been  followed  by  such  exertions  on  the 
part  of  its  inhabitants,  as  might  have  been 
expected  to  spring  from  those  feelings  of 
abhorrence  of  French  domination,  and 
|;ratitude  for  British  aid,  by  which  his  Ma-«. 
jesty's  faithful  Commons  have  been  in- 
formed, under  the.  sacred  authority  of  his 
Majesty's  name,  and  they  are  still  willing 
to  hope^  pervade  the  universal  Spanish 
nation. 

*'  More  especially,  because,  at  the  sama 
period,  the  power  of  France  has  been  dis- 
tracted by  warlike  operations,  proceeding 
on  the  most  stupendous  scalf ,  in  a  reroota 
({uarter  of  Europe;  and,  for  the  second 
time  since  the  horrible  and  violent  agsrea- 
sion  of  the  French  emperor,  he  has  been  . 
prevented  from  directing  his  undivided  re* 
sources  to  the  subjugation  of  Spain. 

"  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
will  with  all  diligence,  as  in  duty  bounds 
proceed  to  enquire,  with  the  assistance 
of  such  information  as  we  have  no  doubt 
will  be  furnished  by  order  of  his  Royal 
Highness,  into  the  causes  of  the  reverses 
which  have  so  soon  and  so  unexpectedly 
led  to  the  retreat  of  the  marquis  of  WtU 
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Itngton  before  the  J^rcnch  force,  the  unre- 
sisted re-occapation  of  Madrid  by  the 
enemy,  and  their  unobstructed  progress  in 
pursuit  of  the  allied  army  ;  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  these  disap- 
pointments have  arisen  from  weakness  of 
counsel  at  home,  and  want  of  such  s^upport 
as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  country  to  af- 
ford to  the  contest  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged; or  are  attributable  to  causes  irre- 
mediable and  inherent  in  Spain  herself, 
and  that  we  will  lay  before  his  Royal 
Highness  the  result  of  our  inquiry,  with 
such  advice  thereupon  as  to  os  shall  seem 
expedient. 

**  To  express  our  thanks  to  his  Royal 
Highness  for  the^  intimation  his  Royal 
Highness  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
give,  that  he  will  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  of  Commons^  copies  of  the  Trea- 
ties lately  entered  into  with  the  sovereigns 
of  Sweden  and  Russia,  and  of  the  addi- 
tional Treaty  entered  into  with  his  Sicilian 
maiesty,  and  our  hope  that  the  stipulations 
contained  in  those  T^-eaties,  and  the  obliga- 
tions incurred  thereby,  may  prove  advan- 
tageous to  the  general  interests  of  this  em- 
pire and  of  Europe. 

''To  convey  to  his  Royal  Highness  our 
heartfelt  sorrow,  that  the  measures  advised 
%y  his  Majesty's  ministers,  towards  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, were  not  taken  sufficiently  in  time 
to  prevent  a  declaration  of  hostilities  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  that  no  course  h^  been  subsequently 
found  practicable  for  averting  the  heavy 
'^ calamity  of  war  with  that  power,  consis- 
tently with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his 
Maj^fy's  crown  and  the  welfare  of  the 


"  To  pray  his  Royal  Highness  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  cause  all  the  corres- 
pondence which  has  passed  between  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  crown,  and  the  persons  autho- 
rized, on  the  part  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, to  be  laid  before  this  House,  in  order 
tiiat  we  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  just  and 
well-grounded  opinion  on  the  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  in  the  progress 
and  termination  of  a  negociation,  which 
has  ended  in  a  manner  so  deeply  to  be 
deplored. 

"  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
shall  apply  ourselyes  with  anxious  atten- 
tion to  the  important  interests  of  IreUnd ; 
and  that  we  will  redeem  the  pledge  given 
by  the  last  House  of  Conlmons,  at  the 
conclnslon  of  its  last  session,  and  will,  early 
in  the  preasnt  sessioD,  take  into  oor  serious 


consideration  the  state  of  the  laws  affect- 
ing the  Roman  Catholics  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland ;  with  a  view  to  such  final  and 
conciliatory  adjustment  as  may  be  condu-* 
cive  to  the  peace  and  strength  of  the  Uni- 
ted Kingdom,  to  the  stability  of  the  Pro- 
testant establishment,  and  to  the  general 
satisfaction  and  concord  of  all  classes  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects. 

"  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
will  resume  the  consideration  of  the  causes 
of  the  increasing  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  state  of 
the  law  respecting  the  metallic  currency, 
which  instead  of  answering  its  intended 
purpose,  appears  to  have  created  a  still 
greater  scarcity  of  the  precious  metals, 
and  recommend  such  measures  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  us  the  best  adapted  to  retrieve  the 
credit  of  the  country,  and  to  remedy  the 
numerous  evils  to  our  national  prosperity 
with  which  the  extension  of  this  system  is 
fraught. 

'*  That  we  will  apply  ourselves  with  all 
diligence  and  sincerity,  to  the  great  work" 
of  retrenchment  and  reform^  so  loudly 
demanded  by  a  suffering  people,  and  so 
essentially  necessary  to  our  preservation 
as  a  great  ^nd  independent  power. 

*'  To  assbre  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
are  determined  to  support  the  honour  of 
bis  Majesty's  crown  against  all  aggres« 
sions,  and  by  every  needful  sacrifice ;  but 
that  when  we  are  called  upon  to  impose 
fresh  burthens  upon  the  people  of  these 
kingdoms  sinking  under  an  accumulation 
of  taxes,  and^  oppressed  by  circumstances 
of  unusual  privation  and  distress,  we  do 
implore  his  Royal  Highness,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  nineteenth  year  of  this  most 
extensive  whr,  which  has  for  so  long  a 
time,  almost  uninterruptedly,  desolated 
every  part  of  Europe,  to  take  such  mea- 
sures aft  to  his  Royal  Highness's  wisdom 
shall  appear  best,  to  ascertain  whether  it 
be  not  possible  to  procure  the  restora* 
tion  of  the  blessings  of  peace.  To  state  to 
his  Royal  Highness  that  it  appears  to  this 
House  that,  at  a  moment  when  the  glory 
of  the  British  arms  transcends  the  glory  of 
all  former  periods,  in^  the  situation  of  the 
contest  between  Russia  and  France,  there 
can  be  nothing  derogatory  to  the  honour 
of  his  Majesty's  crown  in  a  proposition 
made  directly  to  all  the  belligerents  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty,  for  a  general  paci- 
fication of  Edrope."  ^^ 

Mr.  Baihura  spoke  in  favour  of  the  ori- 
ginal Address.  As  a  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr,  Canning)  bad  rightly  stated,  the 
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merit  of  this  4^(ldre99  consisted  in  its  giT- 
jng  s^^h  gen^rs^l  assur^ncp  ^f  support,  as 
could  be  denied  pqly  in  extreme  cases, 
^nd  ayoided  entering  into  a  detailed 
opinioi)  on  subjects  which  would  be  more 
properly  discussed  on  future  occasions. 
With  respect  to  the  Amendment  moved 
by  the  hqn.  gentleman,  be  could  not  think 
that  that  hon.gent]eman  seriously  expected 
the  House  to  adopt  it,  but  iperely  intended 

10  have  bis  opinions  recorded  and  circH<v 
ated  Qn  the  several  sq|u^<^^  ^  ?rbich  bp 
)iad  alluded.  It  was  npf  to  b^  supposed 
that  the  House  could  now  c^i^pose  of  thofa 
questions  ^hicb  rela^dto^uch  %v^rie^y 
of  matter,  p|i  which  they  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived tbe  necessary  ipformatiQn.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  qn  what  prmipte 
the  bon.  gentlefnan  thought  this  the  pror 
per  time  to  apply  for  pe|u:§.  He  bad 
spoken,  it  was  true,  of  Buonaparte  as  h^^t 
ing  beei^  defe^Se^  in  his  object  with  rt? 
spect  to  Russia,  and  he  had  stated,  that  tbe 
time  most  proper  for  endeavquring  to  ob- 
tain peace,  w^99  whcQ  afiafr^  were  in  a 
prosperous  pomfitio^,  while  at  thp  seme 
time  the  tendency  of  his  speech  was  to 
prove  that  the  cpi^dition  of  Tord  Willing- 
ton  was  not  prosperous.  Tbe  bon.  gea^^ 
tleman  had|  neverthel^^  confirmed  the 
Speech  froif^  the  thfone  in  its  most 
material  parte,  for,  ^oti|?itbstanding  hU 
opinion  as  to  details,  he  «(dmitted 
Uiat  th^  enterpriz^  of  the  enemy  against 
Bussia  had  been  hastily  conceived 
and  badly  executed.  Were  these  tbe 
grounds  on  which  we  were  to  sue  for 
peace  ?  Did  he  suppose  that  this  House 
would  go  to  the  fopt  of  the  throne,  and  rer 
commend  negociations  for  peacfi  without 
knowing  more  of  ^he  real  st^  of  tbe  bel- 
ligerents r  One  of  the  arguments  used  by 
the  bon.  gentleman  appeared  to  him  very 
novel  indeed,  namely,  that  we  were  toi 
propose  p^ace  to  tbe  enemy  in  ^rder  to 
gtv^  Spain  tim^,  to  choose  a  governmesit 
for  herself.  To  him  it  apjpeared,  however, 
that  the  Spaniards  most  first  repel  the  ag- 
gressor, ai^d  drive  the  ^nemy  out  of  the 
cj^untry,  and  having  done  this,  they  might 
tben  choose  their  own  govermpeat.  Th« 
bon.  gentleman  bad  cpgiplainefi  of  omis- 
sions in  the  Speech,  and  particularly  with 
respect  to  th^  w^r  with  America  The  in^ 
formatiop  given  by  his  nohle  friend  on 
this  subject  was  quite  satisfoctory,  and 
stated  that  a  propositipn  Ibjf  peaee  bad 
feccp  made  to  A^f^m^,  io  whicb  no  answer 
bwjy^beei:^  received.  It  would  certainly 
1^  improper,  i^ai  h^d  neygr   ytt  heea 


looked  for,  on  the  first  day  of  the  meuttiog 
of  pariian^ent»  to  state  all  the  pegociatioof 
that  bad  been  carried  on.  His  nailit 
friend  had  expressed  tbe  pacific  dispoaitiAH 
of  this  country,  by  declaripg  th^t  it  ^^4 
borne  more  irpm  America  tP^  it  woqbl 
have  bprne  from  any  other  (:pv|ntry.  l^ 
tbppght  this  feeling,  w^icb  be  had  nodophi 
wa^  general,  woifld  have  preT^nte^  any  fiMTv 
ti^er  discMssipn  on  thi^  ^hjef  t,  At  any  rat<^ 
this  pprtainly  ^^s  ^pt  the  tif^e  tQ  |ay  h9>i 
fore  tbe  Hpuse  m^y  negopj^^ons  tl^at  migb^ 
have  t^pn  place,  ?^ml  it  w^^^  he  tio^ 
enough  afterwards  to  ei^te^  into  dispiisiiiqm 
of  this  sort,  when  tbe  documei^^  Mmh44 
come  in  a  regular  w^y  ^fore  them.  The 
hpn.  genllei^  by  the  public  pfi^^»h^ 
given  thepi  before  now  an  qpportunity  ft 
knov^ing  his  s^ntiofi^nts  op  these  siihjectf  ; 
and  the  present  Aqaf n^OAeAt  be  h^  prfh 
posed  fv^  q^erply  ^  repetition  of  tt^f ai« 
He  ^ppe^rf d  anxious  tt¥it  this  pi^rliao^efil 
should  dp  something,  l^icm^e  \^^  \^m^ 
\t  would  be  of  iHor^  4pi^iqn»  oyii^  to 
tbe  cirpuBi^tiwce  of  the  Icing's  hl^^b»*W 
had  hinted  at  sqmp  mM'^^JF  Pl^%«i^ 
v^hich  he  f^c^fie4  to  bp  or  h^^^  hwi 
in  contemplation  uncpmti^ulipnflly  to 
lengthep  thp  limits  a^nd  epla^p  tj^ie  pfweri 
pf  parliainent,  but  ministers  had  gi?^n  &• 
ground  for  such  i^  sppposition.  This  wsi 
a  coi^juration  of  ^be  hop.  gent\em^'f 
pwiv  and  haying  formerly  made  it  the 
ground  of  ^  long  s^dvertis^ept,  h^  bM 
now  m^e  it  the  sii^ect  of.  his  apiende4 
Addrpss.  Thus  the  h^iii*  gentlem«p  w^ 
either  prematura  or  ppfounded  '\^  brings 
ing  forw^rd  his  sevf  rpl  points.  He  W^VfM4 
have  timp  aftprw^ds  to  propp^  «ny  pjkOt 
tionon  these  subjepts;  bnt  it  ^as'^ilo 
be  supposed  that  on  an  Address,  ^^ip% 
ancient  usage  hpd  ipa^  it  pMstoiwy  to 
he  an  echp  of  the  $pepch  from  tbf  iWonl^ 
they  wprp  to  discuss  the  whole  st%^  of  tha 
country,  and  .anticipate  the  whple  bi|iiT 
ness  of  thp  session.  Ami  ^  if  they  hi4 
not  enppgh  op  their  hands^  the  hpq.  opi^ 
^lepaan  proposed  a,lsp  tfaeprespntst;^t«ofaiii 
PMrrency  as  pneof  the  si^pti^of  add^m* 
This  s^Vj««^  h^  been  bpfprp  the  last  P9l^ 
lis^iqent,  %pd  it  ipust  be  rpopltfcted,  thM 
nobpdy  had  then  proposed  ^  re#e4|f'9 
whatever  might  be  tbe  extent  of  thp  pt4* 
ThisPAtgbt  t^  egain  a  sohjact  pffm^ie  in- 
quiry, but  why  incorporate  it  into  this  Ad? 
dcpss,  if  no  reimedy  was  yet  pretfnde4tei 
he  found.  Then  tbe  k#9«  ys^tiem^A  f  Wf 
forward  with  «  prppositioA  Cpi?  piea^,  Cm 
p^S(pe  on  any  terDM.    He.  had  hmngihl  m 
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^wx»  hf^  this  was  i;fae  btit  tbipg  Uut 
could  haye  bappef^ed,  to  sb^vr  tbat  tber^ 
WM  sMU  «  power  in  Eqrope  ibat  notpniy 
4^re()  to  re«U^  tbe  concmeroi,  hot  to 
l^rii  hack  bis  tide  of  toccess.  Tbis,  bow- 
cf^v^  wi^  not  a  war  in  wbiob  this  country 
wa^  (»>ac^riied  ^A  ^  pripcioal-  Tberf  wai  < 
IH>body  ber^  responsible  for  it,  or  afuwer** 
Mp  for  \t%  r^s^liiu  Tbf  hoQ.  g^tlemaa 
tberel^re  bf^  feemr  b^t^e  gq^t  iotQ  tha 
w^r  ilk  SpaiP4  for  tbf  re  werf  persom  in 
England  r^ponsibk  ^  tbat  Tb^  b<m« 
geatlegiiua  ba4  4^M:anUd  ^  so^m  If  ngtb 
<m  rt^  l>4riaQg  of  IVUs^avr,  fp4  M  re  pre* 
afqtfd  it  a*  pr«ten4f4  on  Qv^r  parf.  that 
|be  people  b^d  fet  fire  to  theipowii  hoii^efr 
^oMy»  biiweier,  h»4  fttr  MaM*  t^at 

Ibe  people  b%4  s«t  fire  to  their  oippi  hoti;i4f9 1 
Ihf  general  fef Iwg  of  the  Rusfnga  pfoplf 

IumI  opiy  bf en  f|d?«r^d  to  as  wUUiig  lo 

fi|(Mait  to  any  sacrifice,  and  ^ping  Ibf if 
iove  9f  their  own  goirarmnfnl*  fnd  their 
fMteatatf^n  pf  the  en^my  in  al|  their  towps 
«a4  »illagf»,  hy  M»«ir  ^ontinofd  and  in- 
cacmsiog  fxertions.  Th^  ban.  gfntleaaao 
h§d  ^oied  the  ainiilffiiy  fi  tbf  Russian 
ffiTfat  tq*at9f  Morfiai|i  hut  \(  thf 
Enw^Mlf  bad  rotveatf^  9^  f  seitM  plan 
kffytx^  a  anpfrio?  f^rce,  w^arf  was  (bo  di«, 
WMilfrity  i  With  rf^pfcl,  tQo,to  thf  cavil 

g(  th%^  PfANigf  of  what  ha4  fallon  fVom 

Ihe  noble  sfcretary  (lord  <3ast|er^agh)  on 
|ho  snhject  of  the  war  in  %M|in :  hiannhlf 
^iend  had  only  spoken  of  Torres  Vfdnis 
tiy  way  of  compariaon,  an^  not  u  what 
IPfs  ^h^y  tq  happen.  The  bon.  gentlot 
mnn  ba4  ^\^9  miffffpresented  our  ooat 
p9tion  with  Sw^eo.  Mnch  advantage 
bad  been  gainfd  hy  thni  alliance^  and 
llaaii^  h^  been  therehy  fnahWd  to  throw 
n  a^nw  ^i'<^  into  {tiga»  which  not  only* 
cbeickfd  ^  progrefi  of  thf  enemy^  bat 
Opcupied  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
bia  a^ention*  Wilh  reapf ct  to  the  siege 
nf  :pttrgoA«  he  conld  in»(  see  that  govern- 
nM^tw^m  blan^.  Jt  wa«  the  sponta- 
nanus  act  of  the  general  ah>AeA  imi  ^  vf  ry 
natural  consisqufni^  of  the  resnlt  of  the 
battle  ^f  SaUmanca*  WUh  rfgard  to 
Anifrion»  i^  would  not  ho  feir  to  diaouss 
that  inhio^tf  nor  ^old  it  be  e3cpectf4  by 
the  Hoaaa  to  have  bi4  before  tbeaa  and 
the  public  thf  pecesaary  information  re^ 

Sfciira  tho  nogooiatinn^  tiU  all  hope 
9fM  pe  l<>ft  nf  reconciliation^  U  was 
ennngh  ta  si^^  that  the  necesaary  means 
}k^ji  bfea  lakfp  In  have  a  sufficient  naval 
fhrcf^  in  that  qnarter^  and  t|hat»  %t  the  pre* 
atni  naonmnt,  Mm  re  woi^f  W  timea  tbe 
9wU>^t(  PrWdi  frigatM  nA  tbnAoio* 
L 


rican  eoatt^  that  there  wf  re  of  thoae  of  thn 
enemy,    fiome  allusions  ha<i  i^lHP   been  "^ 
made  to  oar   military  warfare   in  thai 

auarter. ;  but  no  man  would  say«  that  ii^ 
^f  present  cirpi^stancffi  we  ahonlc)  di* 
vert  our  military  m^ans  from  Spain  to  inn 
crease  onr  fprce  in  Canada.  At  presentj^ 
anch  a  meaaure  aopearad  nnnfiQfaiarY^ 
As  tp  (relaodf  he  should  merely >euavl^ 
that  as  tbf  Prin<;o  i(egent  qonld  only  nQn 
tice  what  had  been  done  in  pa^liamen^ 
mention  of  that  fubject  would  have  be Q<^ 
anneceasary*  and  on  the  sqlnect,  of  peaee 
in  general  all  mM<t  l^^w^  trn^  a  F9P^ 
MUnn  to  that  e(fect  mada  to  thf  enemyi^ 
if  n^t  attended  with  goni4>  w^i  lff4  ^ 
incal9^1ahlf  mischif  t 

Sir  QiWart  Heatha^,  who  bad  seconded 
Ihe  Aipeodmentii  npw  ah<>rtly  stated  hi% 
reafona  for  aoppnning  it«»  We  thongh^ 
^hft  the  gallantry  displayed  by  onr  troopt 
in  Spain  wf«  highly  credftaUe ;  but  hn 
deeply  legrf  ttad  that  no  negociations  for 

Ca<;e  had  been  entered  into.  Do  wae  thn 
t  man  Mia.^  wfuld  think  of  a  dishononr- 
able  peapo :  yet  while  we  went  on  witi\ 
warlike  preparations  and  oppoied  an  OJOK 
daunted  front  to  the  dangers  which  snrn 
ronnded  ns,  a  desire  of  pea^ce  shnuld  ani* 
mate  and  direct  aU  our  a^cti^na,  and  aU 
ways  be  the  leading  principle  of  nn^  con^ 
dnct.  The  efitcu  of  the  haitle  of  SaU'^ 
mai^awere  to  pnt  Iprd  Wellington  in 
possession  of  Ifladrid.  |lnt  the  Spawb 
Cortex  then*  instead  nf  deliberating  oi^ 
measure^  for  tbe  welfare  of  the  nation# 
wore  eq^loyed  in  re-establishing  that  de* 
testable  courts  the  Inquisition.  Tb/s  ad«i 
ifantages  of  continental  alliance^  had  ofte^ 
been  ^estioned ;  but  it  remained  foe  onr 
days  to  see  this  counjLry  make  iiseV  thet 
principal  in  n  continental  war :  and  to  fiimi 
^he  war  continued  lor  the  purpose  of  sup:^ 
poking  our  revennes  by  the  increase  f  f  one 
m^itime  cnmrnfcce*  To  him  meaanrea 
wore  every  thijig>  men  nothing;  aUhoiip(h» 
there  were  certainly  persona  beaide  bimr 
'for  whnM  aihiUMff  ha  entertained  the  very 
highest  re^pac^  The  present  war,^  whicn 
haddriven  the  middle ranksoffociety  from, 
the  pe rlonr  to  the  gairet,  waa  now  ahoot  tn 
attack  the  rich  ^  b!i|tt  he  tbofght  e^iaronr*, 
fble  opportonjitiy  for  peace  pcea^nted  Utt 
sei^  of  whiei^  hn  u^m^.  dnn  ^dvantt^tn 

would  be  take^ 

^,  ^<fmot^»  thinking  he  M  ^v»^  ^* 
Inded  tn  by  a  ri^t  hon.  gentleman  on  the^ 
flgv^r  (Mr.  C«^iomg)b  whe«  Ivb  voke  of  a^ 
intended  Antendmoit^  aimfed  1^^  righti 
hon.  gunfleman  and  the  H^<^«ftA    ikai  k* 
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had  no  knowledge  whatever  of  such 
Amendment,  until  he  heard  of  it  in  his 
.  place  this  evening ;  and  that  it  bad  never 
been  his  intention  to  offer  any  proposition 
of  that  kind.  The  Address  proposed  by 
the  noble  lord,  was,  as  usual,  a  mere  echo 
of  the  Speech ;  but  the  Amendment  pro« 
posed  by  his  hon.  friend  was  of  a  nature 
widely  different,  it  embraced  a  variety  of 
topics,  unconnected  with  the  Speech  or 
Address,  and  among  other  things,  re^uest- 
«d  the  Prince  Regent  to  make  propositions 
of  peace  to  the  enemy.  This  was  by  far 
the  most  important  part  of  the  Amend- 
ment. 'But  before  he  came  to  it,  he  wished 
to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  other 
subjects  to  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  who 
haci  preceded  him]  in  the  debate  had  ad- 
Terted.  As  to  America  the  noble  lord 
opposite  to  him  had  said,  "  that  he  was 
•ore  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  side  could 
not  blame  ministers  for  not  having  at  once 
exerted  the  whole  power  of  England 
against  America,  as,  during  the  whole  of 
the  last  session,  they  had  not  ceased  to 
recommend  conciliatory  measures  towards 
that  country.''  If  the  noble  lord  meant 
to  include  him  in  those  insinuations,  he 
did  not  accurately  recollect  what  he  (Mr. 
P.)  had  then  stated.  When  the  noble  lord 
came  down  to  the  House  with  his  nume- 
rous evasions  and  tergiversations  about  the 
Orders  of  Council,  wishing  to  retain  them 
one  daVf  to  modify  tnem  another,  to  sus- 
pend them  the  next,  and,  lastly,  consent- 
ing to  revoke  them,  he  had  then  clearly 
stated,  that  he  was  apprehensive  those  de- 
lays would  prove  fatal  to  the  concession 
itself,  which  perhaps  could  no  longer 
svert  the  threatened  hostilities.  He  be- 
lieved others  had  expressed  the  same  opi- 
nion, but  he  was  certain  that  he  had.  Some 
gentlemen  had  even  gone  further,  and  had 
said,  that  America,  wearied  by  long  re- 
fusals, would  insist  on  her  own  terms ;  in 
which  case  he  had  declared  that  he  would 
resist  any  pretensions  contrary  to  the*ac- 
knowledgea  rights  and  to  the  prosperity  of 
England  ;  that  opinion  he  did  not  wish  to 
retract;  but  before  he  expressed  any 
opinion  on  the  subject,  he  wished  to  know 
what  had  really  passed  in  our  negocia- 
tions  with  America.  He  did  not  wish  to 
praise  or  censure  ministers  without  proofs. 
He  bad  disapproved  of  their  former  con- 
duct; it  was  with  gladness  he  had  heard 
tbem  profess  their  conciliatory  disposi- 
tions, and  he  would  not  now  pass  condem* 
nation  upon  them  without  evidence.  The 
noble  lord  opposite,  adverting  to  the  $%• 
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tuatio^  of  affairs^  in  the  peninsula,  had 
asserted,  that  surely  ministers  could  not 
be  censored  if  the  exertions  they  had 
made  had  kept  pace  with  the  resources  of 
the  country ;  he  was  one  of  those  who  had 
repeatedly  asserted,  that  Spain  could  not 
<  >  be  saved  by  British  but  by  Spanish  troops. 
He  had  always  thought,  tbat  the  mode  in 
which  we  assisted  the  Spaniards  was  inju- 
dicious, and  he  was  still  of  the  same  opi- 
nion ;  if  he  was  wrong,  if  the  system 
adopted  by  ministers  was  preferable  to  his 
suggestions,  how  could  they  stand  justified 
in  havine  carried  on  so  ill,  a  better  system, 
that  no  Tasting  advantage  had  been  de- 
rived from  it  ?  How  stood  government  in 
the  present  instance?  A  most  brilliant 
victory  had  been  obtained  by  the  marquis 
of  Wellington  ;  a  victory  owing  entirely 
to  his  own  genius,  for,  from  what  he  had 
learned  from  good  authority,  there  never 
was  a  victory  which  depended  less  upon 
chance,  and  the  probabilities  of  which 
had  been  submitted  to  stricter  calcula- 
tions. Yet  what  was  the  result?  The 
Sllant  chief  had  been  obliged  to  evacuate 
adrid,  which  he  had  wrested  from  the 
foe ;  he  had  been  forced  to  raise  the  siege 
of  Burffos,  for  want  of  sufficient  means, 
pursued  by  that  very  army  which  had 
yielded  the  palm  of  victory  to  bis  supe- 
rior genius.  The  noble  lord  had  stated 
that  Russia  had  demanded  neither  money 
nor  military  assistance  from  this  country; 
and  this  he  believed,  for  he  saw  no  recom- 
mendation in  the  ^Speech  to  provide  for 
assistance  of  that  nat«re.  Russia  had  not 
demanded  of  us  to  make  any  exertion- in 
her  behalf  in  the  north  ;  no,  but  in  Spain, 
as  exertions  made  by  us  there  would  be 
more  beneficial  to  her  and  to  Europe* 
Had,  then,  the  noble  lord  and  his  col- 
leagues done  in  Spain  all  that  the  re- 
sources of  England  allowed  them  to  do, 
and  still  were  our  prospects  in  the  pentii* 
sula  Qo  brighter  than  they  have  repre- 
sented them  to  be  ?  if  so,  it  was  useless  to 
carry  further  an  unprofitable  contest ;  it 
Was  useless  to  waste  the  blood  and  the 
treasures  of  England  for  an  object  unat- 
tainable ;  and  it  became  proved,  that  the 
power  of  England  was  not  competent  to 
drive  the  French  out  of  the  peninsula. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  noble  lord  had 
asserted  that  the  power  of  England  waa 
fully  adequate  tp  the  task ;  if  so,  minis- 
ters alone  were  to  blame  if  the  French 
were  oot  driven  out  of  the  peninsula.  If 
to  comply  vrith  the  earnest  wishes  of  Riw* 
sia  they  vfanted  additional  means,  they 
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were  highly  blameftble  in  Qot  asking  them 
before  the  end  of  the  last  seision  of  the 
last  parliament*  He  did  not  wish,  how- 
ever, to  condemn  minister!  without  proofs, 
Dor  would  he  attach  the  foul  blame  to 
them  until  he  was  conrinced  they  had 
deserved  it.  With  re^rd  to  Russia,  he 
professed  to  know  nothmg.  They  might 
be  a  barbarous,  a  semi-barbarous,  or  a 
civilized  people,  as  they  had  been  various- 
ly represented ;  but  of  this  he  was  sure, 
that  they  had  evinced  feelings  of  which 
every  civilized  nation  ought  to  be  proud  ; 
feelings  which  neither  pbilosophy  nor 
refinement  could  teach,  an  invincible  at- 
tachment to  their  native  country.  He 
could  not  forbear,  on  that  head,  paying  his 
JQst  tribute  of  applause  to  the  Russians  of 
ali  classes;  to  the  government,  to  the 
army,  and  to  the  people;  for  all  had 
Tied  with  each  other  in  sacrificing  every 
thing  for  their  country.  How  the  contest 
might  terminate  he  could  not  foresee,  and, 
perhaps,  he  was  not  so  sanguine  as  other 
people  in  his  hopes  of  a  successful  issue  ; 
but  this  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  Russia  had  done  more  than  was  ex- 
pected fiom  her.  She  had  done  enough 
to  disappoint  sorely  the  invader,  and  to  ex- 
ceed allexpectations  which  had  been  formed 
from  the  bravery  of , her  hardy  sons.— Oa 
the  question  of  peace,  as  proposed  in  the 
Amendment,  he  was  sorry,  as  he  was  at 
all  times,  to  diflTer  fi-om  his  hon.  friend. 
He  was  as  desirous  for  peace  as  any  man 
in  England,  could  he  see  any  way  by 
which  It.  could  be  attained ;  but  the  pro- 
position of  his  hon.  friend,  if  adopted, 
would  go  to  put  that  desired  blessing  still 
farther  from  our  reach ;  it  would  naturally 
raise  the  demands  of  the  enemy,  especially 
as  the  sufferings  of  the  people  formed  the 
principal  reason  his'  hon.  friend  adduced 
to  support  his  proposition.  France  would 
then  say,  the  English  government  does 
not  wish  for  peace,  but  the  House  of  Com- 
mons forces  them  to  it,  owing  to  the  misery 
of  the  peoples-let  us  keep  up  our  de- 
mands, and  we  must  have  them  on  our 
own  terms.  He  believed  there  was 
scarcely  an  instance,  except  during  the 
American  war,  where  parliament  inter- 
fered, and  made  a  peiremptory  call  on  go- 
vernment, or  on  the  ministers  of  the  crown 
to  oifer  terms  of  peace.  But  these  things 
did  not  stand  on  the  same  footing  then  as 
they  did  in  the  present  instance.  The 
war  was  not  then  a  war  between  two  in* 
dependant  countries,  but  between  this 
c«»ttntry  and  a  distant  p^t  of  her  own  pos- 


sessions, the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
anxiottstoprocore  their  independence;  and 
by  acceding  to  whose  wishes,  our  monarch, 
must  have  alienated  a  great  part  of  his 
own  sovereignty.  He  doubted  much  if  a 
king  could  make  such  an'alienation  of  bis 
territorial  dominions,  without  the  advice 
of  his  parliament.  An  alienation  of  ter- 
ritory naturally  and  necessarily  required 
the  advice  of  parliament,  to  give  it  va- 
lidity; and  he  did  not  believe  that  any 
minister  would  have  ventured  on  such  a 
measure,  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  parliament—But  he  would  detain  the 
House  no  further  on  this  subject.  As  to 
the  other  objects  of  the  Amendment,  to 
obtain  information  on  the  different  topics 
in  the  Speech,  he  thought  this  might  easily 
be  obtained  in  a  less  objectionable  way, 
and  on  the  whole  he  should  vote  asainst 
the  Amendment.  All  the  objects  referred 
to  in  the  Speech,  and  in  the  proposed  Ad« 
dress  of  the  noble  lord,  would  require,  and 
would  undoubtedly  receive  further  dis«H 
cassion  and  enquiry ;  and  he  hoped  to  see 
his  hon.  friend  employ  those  great  abilities 
he  posselsed«  in  the  investigation  of  each 
individually.  The  state  of  our  relations 
with  America,  and  the  cAoses  which  had 
led  to  it,  particularly ;  and  also  the  Treaty 
with  Sweden,  he  hoped  i6  see  discussed  in 
their  proper  place.  This  day^  howerer^ 
he  saw  no  reason  why  the  Answer  to  the 
Speech  from  the  throne  should  not  be  as 
usual ;  and,  in  so  doing,  h«  repeated  it,  he 
thought  we  were  more  likely  to  attain 
peace,  than  by  adopting  the  way  pointed 
out  by  his  hon.  friend. — Adverting  lastly 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  qaestion,  he  ob- 
served, that  certainly  the  executive  go- 
vernment was  neither  bound  nor  pledged 
to  introduce  that  subject  in  the  Speech. 
Considering,  however*  how  coiinected  that 
question  was  with  the  vital  interests  of  the 
empire,  it  would  have  been  wise  in  minis* 
ters  to  advise  its  being  mentioned.  Al* 
though  not  mandatory  upon  them  in  con* 
sequence  of  what  had  passed  in  the  last 
parliament,  yet  it  would  have  been  politic 
and  prudent  to  bring  the  matter  forward 
under  the  sanction  of  government.  From 
their  silence,  however,  he  concluded  that 
they  were  still  hostile  to  it ;  and  the  omis- 
sion of  that  subject  in  the  Speech,  afforded 
him  a  proof  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
bring  the  subject  forward.  Inconsequence 
of  this,  and  as  a  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
(Mr.  Canning)  who  had  last  session  made 
a  motion  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, bad  now  deposited  his  trust  in  the 
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Imtedii  ^  k  i1g(»  lM)h.  ftkfri  »f  hii  (Mr. 
ChratUtt)  to  pt^pMj  4{iikMtti^  ht  Woald 
AoW  Sa  thft  natae  afld  at  Ihli  eitpi-dss  d«<^ 
iit(B  of  ihfikt  right  hon.  friend,  gite  ddtite 
tb  the  Htras^,  thit  Bhortly  afe^r  ifl«  Ohrist* 
ItoAs  l-^cSte,  b^  #ot»ld  submit  a  mbtioft  to 
^e  House,  on  the  neeessity  ^f  repealing 
the  diMbilities  tiiider  which  the  Roman 
Catholiet  still  labolired. 

Mr.  £//ib<  followed,  and  took  up  nearly 
the  same  grounds.  He  «ras  happy  to  nn- 
defstand,  that  it  w&6  not  the  intention  of 
his  hon.  friend  to  push  his  Amendoient  to 
a  division.  Had  he  bee^n  forced,  howc^vei*, 
to  gite  a  vote  upon  (he  subject,  it  moat 
have  been  against  the  Aitiendmerft;  be* 
catise  he  thought  th^t  an  Address^  foonded 
on  (he  distresses  of  the  coantry,  and  re- 
comtnending  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
)m>eiiring  peace,  i^rOuld  have  the  efiecl  of 
retarding,  rather  thtin  of  accelerating  that 
object — if,  by  a  peace  trei'e  mei^nt  the  ed- 
tftntages  which  ought  necessarily  to  re- 
«tiU  from  the  accomplishment  of  such  a 
measure. 

Mr.  Vm&n  tlso  ^^pressed  his  s^tisfac- 
tidti,  that  the  Amendment  wH  not  to  be 
pressed  to  it  ditfsion,  as  he  must  hate  been 
under  the  necessity  of*  yotini;  against  it. 
Before  narliament  addressed  the  croWn  on 
the  subject  of  peace,  he  thought  they 
ought  to  be  satisfied  of  two  things,  first, 
thatpeAce  was  attainable ;  litid  secondly, 
that  (he  mode  pursued  was  the  mdst  likely 
mode  of  attaining  it.  In  the  present  in« 
stance  he  was  convinced  of  the  reverse  of 
both  of  these  being  the  case ;  and  besides 
such  an  Address  at  the  present  moment 
would  be  unwise,  as  tending  to  infuse  a 
distrust  of  our  sincerity  into  both  the 
SpAnif b  and  Russian  governments,-^pecQ- 
liarly  unwise  at  the  present  moment,  when 
we  bad  been  obliged  to  allow  the  capital 
of  Sipain  to  fall  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
Invaders,  and  when  the  emperor  of  Russia 
had  evinced  his  sincerity  in  the  contest, 
by  Sacrificing  his  own  capital  to  bis*po- 
litfCAl  honour. 

The  question  being  called  for,  the 
Amendment  was  put  imd  negatived,  and 
the  Address  carried  without  a  drvi^ion. 

AOU&E  OP  LORDS. 
J\M(ky,  Deamker  I. 

PfiTITtOllS      R<SMCTlNO      TfTB      BoMai» 

Catbolics.]  The  Duke  of  (JfUm:cster 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  University 
of  Cambridge,  against  the  Catholic  Claims, 
•Dd  suiod  that  ho  did  so,  having  the  ho- 


^ur  to  bold  the  oAoe  of  (JihalieeUoV  of 
ihftt  Universityi  but  that  he  was  Mncioss  to 
be  understood  As  giving  no  opinion  on  on^ 
side  or  the  other  reUtiVe  to  the  sobject  6f 
the  Petition. 

the  Earl  of  Hardwickt  observed,  ihit 
due  notice  had  not  been  given  to  the  non- 
resident, members  of  the  University  of  the 
intention  to  set  on  foot  such  a  Petition  ;  to 
the  consideration  of  which,  he  contended, 
the  attention  of  the  non-resident  members 
ought  to  have  been  frlirly  called,  it  not 
being  a  question  of  religion,  but  of  po- 
litical expediency.  To  shew  that  tb^ 
danger  So  be  apprehended  from  the  iort^r* 
ference  of  the  Pope  Was  merely  ideid, 
the  noble  eerl  observed.  With  reference  to 
some  late  proceedings  of  the  Catholio 
Prelates  of  IreUnd,  that  the  Pope  was  not 
to  be  found,  nor  could  any  communication 
be  had  with  him. 

The  Petition  wari  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Lord  Qrcmilk  said  thatt  he  had  a  simi- 
lar Petition  to  present  firom  the  University 
ofOxfbrd.    The  mere  act  of  presenting  a 
Petition  at  veriahce  iVith  his  oWn  opinions^ 
was  a  thing  so  common  in  parliamentltf^ 
usage;  that  he  should  not  have  thought  it 
necessary    to   notice   the    circumstance. 
Bat  both  the  illustrious  personage  Who  htul 
preceded  him,  and  himself,  stood  in  a  pO* 
collar  situation  with  respect  to  these  Peti- 
tions.   They  come,  my  lords,  from  corpo- 
rate bodies  at  the  head  of  which  we  have 
the  honour  to  be  placed  ;  and  they  pur- 
port to  be  the  Petitions  of  the  chancellors 
a»  well  as  of  the  other  mrembers  of  our  two 
Universities.     The  illustrious  personage 
has,  therefore,  thought  h  necessary  to  dis- 
claim all  participation  hi  the  prayer  of 
the  Petition  which  hia  Royal  Hitfhnesa 
has  presented,  and  to  remim)  the  Hous^ 
that  he  has  always  hitherto  (an^from  mo- 
tives which  all  who  know  them  mOst  ap- 
plaud) abstamed  from  giving  any  opinhm 
on  thn  great  question.    For  myself,  how- 
ever, I  must  go  much  forriher.    My  opi- 
nions' upon  it  have  t)een  long  publicly 
avowed.     So  far  from  concurring  in*  thhi 
Petition,  I  am  convinced  that  no  othet  ex- 
pedient could  now  be  devbed  so  certain 
and  so  effectual  for  bringing  upon  this 
country  the  very  evils  Of  which  the  peti- 
tioners are  apprehensive,  as  the  adoption 
of  that  very  policy  which  they  so  earnestly 
recommend.    Thus  much  I  stated  to  yonr 
lordships  on  a  similar  occasion  last  year, 
and  my  opinion  remains  unaltered.    But 
I  have  now  a  still  more  painful  duty  todis- 
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Tbe  Petition  Wat  ordered  to  lie  on  th« 
ttable. 


criA^ge.  To  the  declaration  of  my  onqua* 
Ufiea  dissent  from  the  prayer  of'  thit  Peti- 
cfon,  Imost'add^thatof  mjr  stron^diaappro* 
Batfert  of  the  terms  iri  which  it  is  express* 
ed.  ^  It  appears  to  tAI^,  by  obyioas  and  ne- 
cemiy  construction,  to  cotiVey  a  most  in* 
joKoos/iniwarranted  aiid  groundless  asper* 
rfUn'on  the  motives  and  principles  of  some 
of  th^  best  and' Visest  men  both  Hying  and 
4)Si^/wbo  have  ever  adorned  the  councils 
or  the  senate  of  thift  country.  It  appears 
'  lb  me  to  extend  this  reflection  even  io  the 
proceedings  of  tb6  legislature  itself.  Such 
being,  as  I  think,  Che  import  o^  the  words 
tfccordihg  to  their  plain  sense  and  meaning. 
It  was  matter  of  graye  and  serious  delibe- 
ration th  my  mind  whether  I  could  be  jus- 
tified by  any  consideration  in  suiSering  my 
naibe  to  be  affixed,  even  for  form's  sakci 
to  such  a  paper.  Nor  am  I  yet  sure  that 
I  have  nghtly  decided.  But  if  I  have 
erred,  it  is  on  that  side^on  which,  if  I  err 
att  all*  I  should  wish  my  error  to  be  found. 
I'  have  cfrrea  from  the  desir^  of  facilkatiiig 
tlto  exerci^  of  the  right  of  petitioning— 
fi*om  the  wish  to  proihote  free  discussion 
on  this  monientous  question,  and  to  give 
foil  scope  and  dac  weight  to  whatever 
either  of  argument  or  of  authority  can  be 
aiddd(fed  agaibst  those  opihions,  the  sue- 
eess  of  which  has  always  heen  best  proved 
by  f^ll  and  unreserved  examination. — I 
was  also  greatly  influentped  by  my  firm 
persuasion  that  the  words  which  convey 
to  iky  mind  this  highly  objectionable 
aense' were  neverthelessnot  so  intended  by 
the  framers  of  this  Petition.  They  are 
m^  I  am  confident,  of  juster  and  better 
reflated  minds  than  to  be  capable  of 
atlch  a  purpose/  They  know,  I  am  cer- 
tairt,  that  nothing  coufd  be  more  unfoe* 
comia^  of  their  ^own  p^ufiar  stations — , 
thatnjbtlUng  cpM  less  befit  a  graive,  and 
niveread,  and  reHffious  body,  than  the  at* 
tetnptto  jodtfe  the  cons'ciences  of  others, 
an^  ib  fix  sin  irijuHoas'  calumhy  oh  the 
iiiot!v^s  of  those  from  whoser  opinioiis  they 
miy  cfaahce  to  differ.  They  are  also,  I 
ntinst1)elieve,meinfar  too  wise,  and  of  judg- 
ments infinitely  too  enlightened,  hot  to 
b^  sensible  th^  if  disgrace  should  attach 
ehy  where,  it  must  fall  on  the  authors  of 
the  calhmny,  and  not  on  those  to  whom  it 
is  applied.  For  them,  therefore,  as  well 
asTor  myself,  I  publicly  disavow  any  such 
mterpretatioiT  of  iheir  retitioh ;  and  it  is 
in  this  persuasion  only  that  I  Could  think 
myself  authorised  to  present  it  to  ybur 
lordships,  and  to  moya  thiat  it  may  lie 
en  your  table. 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


Bill  for  thb  appointment  or  a  Vici* 
Cbance'llor].  Lord  Redadale  presented  a 
Bill  fdr  the  better  administratioti  of  justice* 
which  his  lordship  stated  to  be  the  same  aa 
that  whidh  was  before  the  House  last  ses- 
sion, for  the  appointment  of  a  Vice-Chan^ 
cellor,  and  observed  that  it'  was  quite  im« 

Cossible  for  any  person,  whatever  nsigbt 
e  bis  talents  or  his  industry,  to  execute 
the    multifarious  duties  which  now    de*' 
volved  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
that  the  consequence  of  his  not  having  the 
requisite  assistance^  was  a  delay  in  the 
hearing  of  Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error  in' 
that  House,  which  was  most  ruinous  and  * 
oppressive  to  tbe  parties  concerned. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time  and  order'* 
ed  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

Tuadcof,  December  1* 

Answer  op  Admiral  Stoppord  to  Votb  ' 
OF  Thanks.]  The  Speaker  acquainted  the ' 
House,  that  he  had  received  from  rear- 
admiral  the  hon.  Robert  Stopford  the.  fol*' 
lowing  Letter,  in  return  to  the  ThanJes  of 
this  House,  signified  to  him  by  the  Speaker, 
in  obedieiice  to  their  commands  of  tbe 
10th  of  January  last; 

<"  Oife  Town,  Cape  <f  Good  If  ope, 
2Sih  August,  IS12. 

*  ''  Sir;  On  the  24th  of  Ai^astl  had  the 
honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  last  Ja« 
nuaiy,  communicating  the  unanimous  Vote : 
of  Thanks  of  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for . 
my  cordial  co-operation  with  the  armgr 
acting  ender  tbe  command  of .  lieuteaanu 
general  sir  Samnel' Auchmqty,  in  the  late 
operations  on  the  Island  of  Java.  I  beg 
leshre  to  express  to  3^00,  Sir,  tbe  high  value 
I  pdkQjS  open  this  disttaguished  mark  of 
approbailod  e€  «ny  conduct  jipun  that  oc'o 
cttaion  ;  amd  I  ^hall  take  the  earliest  op« 
portunity  of  communicating  tbe^nnani* 
m'ous  Vote  of  Thanks  of  the  Commons  of 
the-  United  Kingdodi  io  commodore 
Broughton,  the  capUios,  ofiioert;,  seameiv 
and  marines,  employed  with  me.  upon  th« 
reduction  of  Java.  I  have  the  honour  tm 
be.  Sir,  &t.  .Robert  Stopford,  . 

Rear-admiraL 

•*' Charles  Abbot,  esq. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  &c.^ 

(I) 
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Petitions  «sspBCTUf«  the  Romam  Ca- 
tholics—peom  THE  UmITERSITT  OF  Ox- 
roRD— the  City  op  Oxpoed— and  Sion 
CoLtBOE.]  Sir  WiUiMn  Scott  preaentpd 
1^  Petition  from  the  chencellor,  masters. 
End  scholars*  of  the  University  oif  Oxford* 
setting  forth, 

.  ^*  That  the  petitioners  can  ncTer 
cease  to  be,  in  eveiy  just  and  proper 
sense  of  the  expression,  the  firm  ad- 
vocates of  religious  toleration,  but  that 
they  hare  always  contemplated,  and  still 
continne  to  ^ntemplate,  with  extreme 
anxiety,  the  efforts  incessantly  made  to 
cMrertum  the  defences  of  our  citiI  and  re* 
]igioas  establishments,  by  the  admission 
of  persons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religioHi  not  only  to  offices  of  the  highest 
trust  and  authority,  but  eTcn  to  the  powejr 
of  framing  laws  for  the  goTemipent  of  this 
Protestant  Church  and  State;  and  that 
the  Petitioners  do  verily  believe  that  the 
restrictions  and  disabilities  to  which  the 
Boman  Catholics  in  Ireland' are  subject, 
are  still  indispensably  requisite  for  themain- 
tenance  and  security  of  the  Protestant  go* 
veroment,  and  especially  of  the  Protestant 
Church,  as  it  is  now  bv  law  established  in 
that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  see  also  much  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  removal  of  these  restric* 
tions  and  disabilities  would  lead,  and  they 
fear,  by  direct  and  necessary  consequence^ 
to  a  removal  of  all  restrictions  and  disabi* 
litles  whatever  on  account  of  religion,  and 
to  an  entire  abrogation  of  the  oaths,  de- 
clarations, and  tests,  by  law  required  of 
every  person  admitlec|  to  sit  or  vole  In 
either  House  of  Ptoliament»  or  to  fill  of- 
fices of  4ruit  and  power,  which  the  pe- 
titioners stiir  hmnbly  conceive  to  be  es- 
eentially  necessary  to  the  safe^  both  of 
our  civil  and  religiout  establishments ; 
and  prayinff,  that  the  Hoose,  in  its  wis- 
dom, will  be  pleased  to  maintain  those 
lews,  and  preserve  invidate  those  jwcwities 
which  limg  experience  has -proved  to  be 
most  congenial'  with  the  character,  and 
under  Divine  Provideace,  most  condncive 
to  the  stability  of  oor  happy  constitation 
in  Church  and  State*'' 

*  Mr*  Atkins  Wright  pvesented  a  Petition 
from  the  mayor  bailifis  and  commonalty 
pf  the  cHy  of  Oxford,  in  common  council. 
SMembled,  setting  forth, 

«'  That  the  petitioners  are  filled  with 
t&e  most  serious  apprehensions  of  danger 
from  a  renewal  of  the  attempto  which' hsse^ 
akndy  been  sp  ofien  made  by  the  Kinnan 


Catholics  of  this  United  KiMdom  to  ob«, 
tain  the  full  enjoyment  of  polittcal  power«. 
and  to  remove  aJl  the  restraints  and  inca** 
pacities  to  which  they  are  subject  \>yj^ 
laws  now  in  force  egamst  them;  and. 
prayinsr,  that  the  statutes  constituting  and 
establishing  those  restraints  and  incapap 
cities  may  still  be  preservjsd  inviolate,  in, 
as  much  as  those  statutes  appear  to  hayo 
been  devised  by  the  wisdom  of  our  an^ 
cestors  as  the  best  and  surest  means  of 

fiving  permanency  and  security  to  the 
rotestant  ffovernment  of  this  country  in 
Church  and  State,  and  as,  in  the  firm  belief 
of  the  petitioners,  the  same,  or  equally  aa 
strong  reasons,  now  exist  for  the  continu- 
ance of  those  statutes  as  when  they  were 
enacted/' 

Mr.  Lockkari  intimated  that,  when  the 
Petition  should  come  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, he  would  support  the  prayer  of 
thePetitionen. 

Sir  William  Curtis  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  London  clergy,  incorporated  by 
the  title  of  **  The  president  and  fellows 
of  Sion  College  within  the  city  of  London,!' 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  having  witnessed 
the  efforts  repeatedly  made  of  late  years 
to  procure  further  indulgences  for  persons 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion, 
cannot  but  contemplate  with  great  soli- 
citude the  probability  of  those  e&rts  beiny 
speedily  renewed;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners, therefore,  regard  it  as  their 
bounden  duty  humbl)[  to  express  their 
most  serious  apprehension  of  the  dangers 
likely  to  arise  nrom  the  refnoval  of  those 
restrictions  and  disabilities  to  which  the 
Boman  Catholics  are  now  subject,  and  from 
enabling  them  to  hold  offices  of  the 
highest  trust  and  authority,  and  even  to 
sit  in  the  imperial  Mtriiament,  to  legislate 
for  a  Protestapt  Church  and  State;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  while  they  are^the 
firm  advocates  of  religious  toleration  as 
recogniEed  by  the  laws  of  thiii  country, 
and  desirous  that  its  blessinffs  may  con- 
tinue, cannot  but  feel  alarmed  at  tbe  etils 
to  be  apprehended  from  depriving  the 
established  Church  of  that  mild  ascend- 
ancy which  it  now  enjoys,  and  they  can- 
not' but  deprecate  the  adoption  of  measures 
which  would,  as  they  conceive,  be  a  de- 
parture, in  a  leading  and  important  in- 
stance, from  the  acknowledged  principles 
of  our  constitution;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the 
restrictions  and  disabilities  now  subsisting 
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wiA  retp«ct  to  the  Soman  Catholics,  are 
not  in  themselrea  either  oppretsiTO  or  an* 
jait ;  and  that  they  continue  to  be  no  lets 
indispeniably  requisite  than  heretofore, 
lor  the  maintenance  and  security  of  the 
Cbnrch  establishment,  asainst  those  whose 
principles,  whencanied  into  eflfect,  hare 
e?er  oeen  ftmnd  incompatible  with  true 
Chrtfltiaa  toleration,  and  snbTersl?e  of 
dTil  and  relijpioas  liberty;  and  that,  in 
stating  this  their  humble  opinion,  the  pe- 
titioners cannot  but  recollect,  that  the 
safeguaids  of  which  they  deprecate  the 
remoTal  have  been  proved  by  long  ezpe* 
Hence  to  be  necessary,  that  they  were 
established  by  our  ancestors  at  a  period 
when  our  laws  and  liberties  were  fixed  on 
a  solid  basis,  and  the  crown  of  these  domi- 
nions was  limited,  by  the  Act  of  SeUle- 
nent^  to  the  Protestant  succession ;  and 
praying,  that  the  House  will,  in  its  wis- 
dom, continoe  to  preserve  those  safeguards 
which,  under  Divine  Providence,  have 
been  the  firm  support  of  our  national  con- 
etitntion  in  Church  and  State,  and  of  the 
tiUo  of  our  revered  monarch,  and  his 
august  family,  to  the  throne  of  tbb  United 
Kingdom/' 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  opon  the  table. 

Rbsolutions  eblatino  to  Private 
Bau.]  Lord  Castlereagh  moved.  That 
the  Standmff  Order  of  this  House,  of  the 
18th  day  of  June  1811,  »  That  all  Pe- 
titions for  Private  Bills  be  presented  within 
fourteen  days  after  the  first  Friday  in  the 
next  and  every  future  session  of  parlia- 
ment,'' might  be  read  ;  and  the .  same 
being  read;  Resolved — 1.  That  this  House 
will  not  receive  any  Petition  for  Private 
Bills  after  the  f^th  instant.  2.  That  no 
Private  Bill  be  read  the  first  time  after  the 
8th  of  March.  3.  That  this  House  will 
not  receive  any  Report  of  such  Private 
Bill  after  the  10th  of  May. 

RiSOLVTIOW   aBSFBCTillG  CLASSmO  AMI) 

RiAoiNO  Elxctioii  Pbtitioms,]  a  Pe- 
tition, complaining  of  an  undue  election 
hnd  return,  being  ofiered  to  be  presented; 
'^  Resolved,  '« Ttiat  whenever  several  Pe- 
titions, complaining  of  undue  elections  or 
returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, shall  9i  the  same  time  be  ofiered  to 
be  presented,  Mr.  Speaker  shall  direct 
such  Petitions  to  be  all  of  them  delivered 
at  the  teble,  where  they  shall  be  classed, 
and  read  in  the  foUowinr  order^  vix. 
Bocb  Fetitiotts  as  complain  that  no  retnm 


has  been  made  of  a  member  or  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,  in  the  first  class. 
Such  as  complain  of  double  returns,  in  the 
second.  Such  as  complain  of  the  election 
or  return  of  members  returned  to  serve  for 
two  or  more  places,  in  the  third.  Such  as 
complain  of  returns  only,  in  the  fourth; 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  Petitions,  in  the 
fifUi  class.  And  the  names  of  the  places 
to  which  such  Petitions  (contained  m  tbtt 
first  class,  if  more  than  one)  shall  relate, 
shall,  in  the  first  place,  be  written  on  se- 
veral  pieces  of  paper  of  an  eoual  size ; 
and  the  same  pieces  of  paper  shall  be  then 
rolled  up,  and  put  by  the  clerk  into  a  box 
or  glass,  and  then  publicly  drawn  by  the 
derk ;  and  the  said  Petitions  shall  be  read 
in  the  order  in  which  the  said  names  shall 
be  drawn,  and  then  the  like  method  shall 
be  observed  with*  respect  to  the  seversl 
Petitions  contained  in  the  second,  thirds 
fourth,  and  fifth  classei^  respectively.'' 

And  it  appearing,  by  the  return  book, 
that  there  were  no  cases  fiilUng  within  tho 
first  and  secMid  classes;  Resolved,  «*That 
this  House  will  not,  before  the  adjoum«» 
ment  of  the  House  for  the  recess  aft 
Christmas,  take  into  consideration  any  of 
the  Petitions  presented,  complaioiilg  of 
undue  elections  i>r  returns  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament." 

SflApnsBtjrr  Elictiok— Pbtitioii  or 
Ma.  WsTRxaxLi,  &c]  A  Petition  of 
Charles  Wetherell,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  ^esq. 
and  Edward  Kerrison,  esq.  and  also  of 
John  Cooper,  of  the  borooj^h  of  Shaftes-  . 
bury,  ironmonger,  and  William  Swyer,  of 
the  same  place,  banker,  was  delivered  in, 
and  read ;  setting  forth, 

«<  That,  at  the  last  electidn  of  burgesses 
to  serve  for  the  said  borough  in  pariia* 
ment,  held  on  the  7th  of  October  last,  the 
petitioners  Charles  Wetherell  and  Edward 
Kerrison,  together  with  Richard  BateoMn 
Robson,  esq.  and  Hudson  Onmey,  esq. 
were  candidates  to  be  elected ;  bImI  tho 
petitioners  John  Cooper  and  William 
Swyer  had  a  right  to  vote  at  such  elec- 
tion; and  that  the  petitioners  Charlea 
Wetherell  and  Edward  Kerrison  had  the 
majority  of  legal  votes  at  such  election, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned  duly 
elected  to  serve  in  pariiament  for  the  said 
borough;  and  that  many  legal  votes  ten* 
dered  for  .the  said  petitioners  were  re- 
jected ;  and  a  great  number  of  persons, 
not  legally  entitled  to  vote,  were  Admitted 
le  vote  at  tbe  said  election  for  the  said 
B,B»BobsonsndH,Gnmey}  andwoidrf 
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▼otes  unduly  entere^d  for  th^in ;  ^y  w^ich 
means  they  obtained  a  colourable  paajority 
over  the  petitioners  C.  Wetherell  and  £. 
Kerrison,  and  have  been  unduly  returned 
la  Sferve  for  the  said  borough  ;  and  that, 
at  the  election  aforesaid,  certain  woUits 
were  t>ribed  to  give  their  voices  in  favour 
*of  the  said  R.  B.  Robson  and  H.  Gui:^ey  ; 
und  Uie  said  R.  B.  Robson  and  H.  Guri^y 
wer^  guilty  of  divers  acts  of  br^)ery  and 
tre^^ng,  by  themselves  and  agents,  at  such 
election,  and  gave,  and  prpmised  to  five, 
by  themselves,  and  agents  on  their  bjebs^f, 
rewards-,  provision,  paeat,  drink  apd  ^ter- 
tainment,  to  persons  having  voice  at  itQch 
election,  in  order  ta  be  eleqted  to  ser^e  (or 
the  said  borough  in  parliament ;  ai^  by 
iucbf  and  other  undue  and  i^nl^wful  prac* 
tices,  procured  the^iselves  to  be  returned 
as  aforesaid;  and  praying,  that  tlie  House 
.will  the  pleased  to  take  the  premi^e^  iot;o 
consideration,  an^  to  declare  the  peti* 
tiopers  C.  Wetherell  and  £.  EL^rrison  duly 
elected,  and  that  they  ought  tQ  have  been 
returned  for  the  said  bor^o^b,  or  to  ffivje 
the  petitioners  such  other  relief  as  wall 
ieemfit/' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  the  9th  of  February  nexU 

Resolution  RssfECTiNc  Oedb&s  ani> 
Notices.]  Lord  CastUrtagh,  pursuant  to 
noijce,  mov^d  to  revive  the  regulations 
which  had  been  adopted  .last  session,  re- 
specting the  Orders  of  the  Day  entered  in 
the  book,  and  the  Notices  for  Motions. 
His  lordship  observed,  that  the  business  of 
the  House  had  been  much  facilitated  by  set- 
ting apart  two  days  in  the  week,  in  whjch 
the  Orders  of  the  Day  should  have  the  pre- 
cedency of  motions,  without,  however,  de- 
priving any  hon,  member  of  the  right  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  any 
subject  he  might  think  proper.  The  noble 
lord  moved  in  cpnsequence,  '*  That  in  this 
present  session  of  parliament  all  Orders  of 
the  Day,  set  down  in  the  Order  Book  for 
Mondays  and  Fridays,  sha)!  be  disposed 
of  before  the  House  will  proceed  upon  any 
motions  of  which  Notices  shall  be  entered 
in  the  Order  Book." 

Mr.  Whitbread  observed,  that  this  mo- 
tion was  couched  in  the  same  terms  as 
that  against  .which  he  had  contended  last 
session.  Jf  e  did  no^  mean,  in  consequence, 
to  renew  in  the  present  instance  the  argu- 
ments he  had  used  qn  that  occasion ;  but 
be  would  renew  his  protest  against  a  novel 
measure,  which,  while  it,  produced  no 
n^nnerof  advantage,  gaT^theffQi.ijUerp# 
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whoever  they  might  be,,  a  great  influence 
over  the  debates  of  the  House.  He  hoped^ 
however,  that  membevs  would  still  insist 
on  the  right  they  enjoyed  in  good  old 
times,  namely,  that  of  making, mptiona 
whenever  they  thought  proper,  and  with/ 
out  notice  too.  He,  fpr  one,  would  al* 
ways  claim  that  undoubted  rigbt,  and  al- 
ways  exercise  it  according  to  h^  discijef 
.tion. 

Lord  MiUon  also  pro^sted  i^gainst  i^  as 
contrary  to  the  usage  of  par^iam^t,  an^ 
as  tending  to  cramp  the  pifpc^^c^ngsof  tbf 
House. 

The  motioki  was  then  cai;rii;d.  , 

Paincb  Regent'^  Speech  on  Ofgi^# 
THE  Session.]  On  the  (question  that  thf 
Report  of  the  Address,  mapawer  to  the 
Prince  Regent's  Speech  on  opening  t^if 
session^  be  brought  up, 

Mr.  Cree(v^  ro#e  and  observed,,  that 
more  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  many  importjant*  topics 
touched  on  in  the  Prince  Regf p^'sSpeech^ 
and  especially  the,  three  wars  in  wi^ci^.fiff 
^ere  engaged,  the  policy  of  which  he  waa 
not  yet  prepared  to  approve.  The  Speei^ 
.contained  an  omission,  which  was  also^ 
in  his  view  of  the  subject,  very  important 
The  Prince  Btegent  had  expressed  his  reli- 
ance, that  the  House  of  Commons  would 
furnish  the  supplies,  but  without  at  all  adh 
verting  to  the  perilous  state  of  ourfinancea 
and  commerce*  That  this  was  an  un^sutat 
and  ill-advised  proceeding, , he  referred  t* 
some  former  Addresses  to  prove.  I^id 
the  ministers  know  nothing  of  tl^  state  f^ 
the  finances,  had  they  withheld  ^U  knoii^rr 
ledge  of  our  commercial  distr^sse^'  frjo^ 
the  Prince  Regent,  or  did  they  dei^y  tjiia 
existence  of  such  distresses?  T^e  jHpusiB,, 
he  thought,  would  be  better  employed  m 
inquiring  into  the  financial  state  pf  the 
country  than  in  voting  th^  propjosed  ^d« 
dress  ;  for  it  dad  been  ackno^rledged  by 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  ^  a  right  Ivom.  gien^i^man 
of  great  financial  knowledge,  whojjnforf 
tunately  was  not  now  a  member  o^  tha 
House,  (Mr.  Tierney).  that  tb^  VTP*^ 
system  cogld  not  be  persevere^  in,  ai^  as 
a  remedy  the  Chancellor  of  the .  Exchjer 
quer's  nostrum  was,  a  tax  o^  P^pi^l !— r 
How,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  coulq 
they  thmk  of  pledging  themselves  to  tjEiie 
support  of  the  war  in  tho  penins^ila^  fo^ 
its  present  scale )  What  he  knew  was,  th^ 
our  expenceslast  y^eaf  tvei^e  \^\  minions ^ 
that  j^9^ithstafidii^  tbp  jefolutiona  i^i^gg 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which  de- 
clared the  paper  money  to  be  equal  io 
Taiue  to  goUl>  the  public  annuitants  had 
been  robbed  of  one  third  of  their  incomes, 
aod  that,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  public^ 
bot  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bank  Company ; 
and  then  the  effect  of  this  system  must  be, 
the  annihilation  of  ^11  stock-holders. 
Tbe9e  were  his  reasons  for  opposing  the 

t resent  Address. — ^The  hon.  n^ember,  after 
bing  adferted  to  the  parliamentary 
&rce  attending  the  opening  of  parliament 
—two  welt-cUessed  geptTeipen  coming 
down  to  the  House  with  speeches  in  their 
pockets;  weQ-written  essay;i  or  themes 
proposed  by  roinisters-M^opcluded  by 
ino?ing  as  an  ameodment,  that  the  Report 
be  brooght  up  this  day  s'ennight. 

Mr.  Fremamk  further  impressed  upon 
the  House  the  necessity  of  inquiring  mto 
thepresent  state  of  the  public  expenditare, 
betor^  the  Report  at  the  bar  was  agreed  to. 
As  to  the  general  subject  of  tne  royal 
Speech,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
OQf  prospects  at  the  present  moment  were 
not  nearly  so  bright  as  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  session  of  parliament. 
The  war  in  which  we  had  Injudiciously 
plunged  ourselves  with  America,  was  in  no 
degree  counterbalanced  by  the  peace  that 
had  been  concluded  with  Russia.  With 
regard  to  the  pepinsula,  he  .was  persuaded 
that,  by  the  battle  of  Salatnanca  we  had 
gained  nothing  but  glory,  and  that  the 
n-eedom  of  Spain  was  no  nearer  in  its  ac- 
complishment than  when  the  marquis  of 
Weliiogton  was  posted  at  Torres  Vedras.' 
At  tbe  same  time  that  he  disapproved  of 
the  Address,  he  acknowledged  that  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  Amendment  that 
had  been  last  night  offered  to  supersede  it, 
and  which  i'ecommended  propositions  for 
peace  to  the  Prince  Regent. '.  He  thought 
such  a  proposition  coming  from  the  House, 
woqld  inevitably  defeat  its  own  object^ 
and  lower  the  country  in  the  eyes  of  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  Robinaon  was  surprised  that  the 
bon.,  ffentteman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
could  nave  advanced  that  the  late  cam- 
paign inthe  peoinsMla  had  left  our  a£Siirs 
iri  \p^i  qparter  in  a  worse  $ituatipn.  TThis 
gross  error,  into  which  many  other  ho- 
nourable ^entleipfui  had  fallen,  a^rose  from 
theic  iponsidering  the  caqc^paign  as  begin- 
ning at  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  whereas, 
in  fapt,.  it  bad  beguqi  at  the  taking  of 
Cmdad  Bodrigp ;  ape}  this  wasiheonly 
i^r^QJniaf  vieifr  in  wbjcb  it  could  be 
coB^ij^^d.    Tge  hon.  geptji/spian  tbeii 


foUowed  the^operations  of  lord  Well^gi* 
ton,  from  the  taking  of  that  town.  It  wa^ 
true,  he  had  been  compelled  to  retire  froqi 
before  Burgos,  and  to  evacuate  Madrid, 
but  it  yfzs  aosurd  to  expect  constant  suc« 
cess  in  war ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  observe^ 
that  on  ail  occasions,  we  were  too  pron^ 
to  be  exalted  or  depressed  beyond  me^re^ 
by  success,  or  partial'  failures,  the  Uct 
was,  that  the  campaign  so  much  blan^ed^ 
had  driven  the  Frencn  from  a  great  part 
of  the  western  provinces  of  Spain,  had 
forced  them  to  evacuate  the  south,  n^d  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  the  capture  of 
which  they  considered  as  of  such  .impor- 
tance in  a  military  point  of  view,  ^hal 
they  sat  two  years  and  a  half  before  that 
place,  regardlless  of  every  other  advan- 
tage they  might  hme  obtained  by  coij^ 
centrating  their  troops. — As  to  America^ 
he  would  venture  to  assert,  that,  as  in  t^ 
first  instance  no  means  were  neglected  of 
preserving  peace,  so  it  would  appear  that 
no  exertions  had  been  wan  tins  to  prose* 
cute  the  war  when  it  was  found  inevitab/e. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  he  wished  to  correct  a 
mistake  of  th^e  hon.  gentleman  who  tijfd 
moved  the  amendment— a  mistake  ff^icj^ 
had  occasioned  much  jnisconceptioii  o^t 
of  doors.'  ^13  right  boA-  friend|  jlhe  Chaii- 
cellor  of  ^he  Exchequer,  had  never  propoji- 
ed  a  ^ax  on  capita],  and  from  all  the  ^teo* 
tion  which  he  himself  had  given  to  th^ 
subject,  he  was  convinced,  that  suc^  a  tjt|C 
was  altogether  impracticable.  A  ri^t 
reverend  prelate  (tbe  bishpp  of  hltm^m) 
had  indeed  written  a  p^ipphlet  on  tjDf 
subject  some  years  ago,  but  still,  after  ^ 
most  mature  consideration,  iie  regiaioccl 
satisfied  of  the  impossibility  and  impc^uciti* 
cability  of  such  a  tax. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wwtky  deprecated  the  \^^ 
of  making  the  pineries  of  the  people  the 
grounds  of  suing  for  peace,  ak  it  would  de* 
base  the  nation,  raise  the  demands  of  tly 
enemy,  and  abandon  all  the  fruiti  of  tl^ 
struggle  in  which  so  much  money  and  ^p 
muct>  treasure  had  been  lavi^ed.  Hav^ 
ing  said  thus  much,  he  trusted,  on  tbji 
other  hand,  that  ministers  would  pay  quo 
regard  to  the  real  sufferings  of  the  peopljsj 
and  not  let  any  opportunity  escape  by 
which  they  might  procure  a  peace  cansi|« 
tent  with  the  |^opour,  safety,  ^d  int^e^f 
of  the  country. 

Lord  MiUon  ei^rnestly  called  opon  t^ 
Hou^e  to  reflect  upon  the  ruipous  te^ 
'deniqy  of  prpsecuting  the  war  ^itb  Api^ 
rlca.  He  believed  t^at  tbe  t^o  ffaveror 
ipef{tr  WVP  d^9idc41y  ;b9|tile^  wbile  m 
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two  nations  were  as  decidedly  pacific. 
He  lamented  to  see  the  person  at  the  head 
of  the  gOTemment  gaided  so  implicitly 
by  his  enmity  to  the  tjnited  States.  This 
might  be  a  bold  assertion,  bat  he  was 
not  afraid  to  declare  what  he  sincerely 
thought 

Mr.  Siephm  warmly  resisted  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  lord,  that  there  was  any 
irritation  in  the  illostrioas  person  at  the 
bead  of  the  government  towards  the  Ame- 
can  people.  The  Speech  delivered  only 
yesterday  contradicted  the  assertion,  for 
It  breathed  only  a  spirit  of  amity  and  con* 
ctliation. 

Lord  MiUsn  explained,  that  he  had 
been  misonderstood ;  be  had  no  such  al- 
losion  as  the  hon.  anid  learned  gentleman 
had  impoted  to  him. 

Mr.  Sufkm  resumed ;  he  was  saUsfied 
fliat  he  had  been  mistaken,  and  that  the 
noble  lord  did  not  mean  what  he  had  er- 
roneously attributed  to  him.  He  would 
liot  enter  into  miaute  poinu^  but  he  would 
assert  in  opposition  to  the  noble  lord,  thai 
"an  equal  spirit  of  irritation  did  not  prevail 
in  the  two  governments ;  on  the  contrary, 
a  firiendly  dispoeition  had  ever  been  dis* 
played  by  the  government  of  C^reai  Bri- 
tain.  The  statem^t  of  our  wrongs  was 
not  intended  to  irritate,  but  to  conciliate 
by  conviction.  For  his  own  part,  however 
much  he  miffht  be  interested  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  tne  question  of  America,  he. 
entertained  nopdional  feeling  of  irrita- 
tion,  but  the  Orders  in  Council  he  had 
defended  with  bis  tongue  and  his  pen— > 
mndhe  could  appeal  to  authorities  across 
the  Atlantic,  tor  testimonies  of  his  mo« 
'derate  and  respectAil  language  towards 
the  government  of  America.  Had  the 
noble  lord  forgotten  the  language  used  to 
Mr.  Erskine,  when  he,  bearing  <onces- 
eions  to  them,  was  received  with  taunts. 
Instead  of  the  terms  of  amitv  and  conci« 
liation  ?  Had  he  forgotten  the  treatment 
t>f  Mr.  Jackson,  who  was  driven  from  the 
counUy  without  being  permitted  to  wait 
¥or  the  instructions  of  nis  government  ? 
The  noble  lord  most  have  a  short  memory, 
if  he  did  not  reboll^ct  that  the  govern- 
ment of  America  had  declared,  that  they 
expected  the  treaty  of  Uirecht  should  be 
considered  the  maritime  law  .of  nations-— 
« law  that  wonld  render  the  navy  of  Ekig- 
land  uMless,  except  to  guard  her  own 
coast.  When,  by  a  fatal  event,  it  became' 
probable  that  the  Orders  in  Council  would 
be  rescinded,  did  not  America  abandon 
that  ground  of  complaini,  and  innoedi- 
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ately  demand  an  abandonment  of  our 
system  of  blockade,  and  a  renunciation 
of  the  right  of  search.  Could  the  noble 
lord  find  any  way  to  negociate  with  Ame- 
rica without  abandoning  our  rights;  or 
was  he  prepared  to  say  that  we  ought  to 
abandon  them  ?  With  regard  to  the  con- 
cessions made  to  America  by  ministers,  it 
was  a  point  on  which  he  differed  from 
them. — ^The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
then  entered  into  a  detailed  discussion  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  and  our  blockade 
system,  and  observed,  that  to  exaggerated 
statemenu  of  civil  war  and  revolution 
among  our  manufacturers,  might  be  attri- 
buted the  concessions  to  America — and, 
to  those  concessions,  the  present  war.  A 
heavy  responsibility  attached  to  the  real 
authors  ot  this  unnatural  war  between  two 
countries  united  in  origin,  in  language, 
and  it)  manners,  and  who  were,  besi<k|f 
the  only  countries  in  the  world  where 
civil  liberty  existed :  but  he  saw  no  pFoa« 
pect  of  any  peace  consistent  even  with 
our  existence,  since  the  measure  of  Ame- 
rican demands  was  determined  by  the 
unjust  and  unlimited  aggressions  of 
France. 

^  Mr.  WUbeffoTce  deprecated  any  inten* 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  call  on 
the  ministers  to  pledge  themselves  to  seek 
peace,  as  such  conduct  would  defeat  tbe 
object  it  professed  to  have  in  riew.  It 
would  perhaps  create  a  popular  cry  in 
the  country  for  peace,  and  raise  the  de* 
mand  of  those  with  whom  we  should  hare 
to  negociate.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the 
ministers  participated  in  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  as  they  regarded  peace ;  there  ap- 
peared no  disinclination  on  the  part  of  go* 
vemment  to  negociate,  and  as  our  proa* 
pects  on  the  continent  were  now  some- 
what better  than  heretofore,  he  hoped 
those  prospects  would  not  be  blasted  by 
any  premature  solicitations  on  the  part  of 
the  House.  He  knew  of  but  one  instance 
of  a  petition  to  the  king  to  make  peace« 
being  carried  in  that  Gbuse,  and  in  that 
instance  it  had  been  productive  of  more 
evil  than  good. 

Mr.  Pmundnft  although  he  generally- 
coincided  with  his  hon.  firiend  who  wan 
the  mover  of  the  present  amendment,  yet 
difiered  firom  him  on  this  occasion.  By 
receivins  the  report,  the  House  by  no 
means  adopted  the  opinions  ccmtained  ia 
the  Address;  it  was,  therefore,  unnecee<» 
sary  to  postpone  iu  consideration:  thn 
Address  was  a  natural  consequence  of  thn 
l^>ee€b,  and  resembled  a  mere  common 
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place  letter,  in  which  were  a  great  niiin* 
Der  of  words  of  coorse^  ending  with  "  I 
hare  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  with  the 
bigheit  respect,  yonr  devoted  humble 
serranty^'  wnen,  in  fact,  the  writer  lelt 
none  of  that  respect  and  devotion  of 
which  he  talked.  To  debate  the  Address, 
paragraph  by  paragraph,  would  take  op 
the  whole  of  the  session.  Many  of  the 
topics  treated  of  in  the  Address,  woald 
require  mature  deliberation;  and  as  to 
the  Spanish  war,  he  thouffht  it  would  be 
best  discussed  when  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  should  come  to  the  House  for 
sioplies. 

Lord  CaaUre&gk  agreed  entirely  with 
the  lut  speaker,  but  wished  to  correct  a 
statement  made  by  an  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  that  t^p  gorernment  of  this 
country  had  at  any  period  conceded  the 
right  of  the  Americans  to  insist  on  the  re* 
p^  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.^  WhiOftad  wished  to  say  a  few 
tFordsln  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hoo.  and  learned  member  opposite,  and 
slso  from  the  late  member  fbr  Yorkshire, 
who  bad  honoured  him  with  the  appella* 
tion  of  fnend.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  opposite  had  informed  them, 
mat  a  day  would  be  appointed  for  consi- 
dering the  American  question ;  and  as  the 
boa.  and  learned  sentleman  had  returned 
to  that  House  unchanged,  he  would  yen* 
tore  to  predict  that  it  would  not  be  a  short 
day.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  ha4 
told  them,  that  he  had  employed  his  pen 
and  tongue  in  support  of  the  Orders  in 
Council :  hii  pen  he  had  employed  before 
he  entered  parliament,  and  no  doubt  that 

Ghad  gained  him  his  seat ;  and  that  he 
used  his4ongue  subsequently  to  his 
being  in  parliament,  the  House  could 
abundantly  testify.  It  appeared  singular, 
however,  that  the  hon.  and  learoea  ^en* 
tieman,  who  spoke  on  every  subject, 
ihodd  have  been  silent  the  day  that  his 
darlmg  offipring,  the  Orc^^rs  in  Council, 
breathed  their  last;  but  so  it  was.  He  had 
beard  that  the  marquis  of  Wellington  had 
once  been  employed  to  prevent  a  certain 
right  hon.  doctor  (Duigenan)  from  speak- 
ing ;  and  as  he  had  observeq  a  noble  lord 
seated  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
doriog  the  debate  to  which  he  alluded,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  his  employment  was 
precisely  similar  to  that  of  the  noble  mar* 
qois.  He  had  been  very  anxious  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer;  but  as  often  as  he  had  attempted 
to  riscj  he  Jiad  been  preventedj  first  by 


onci  then  by  another ;  at  length  op  started 
the  late  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  (Mr.  Rose) 
whom  he  might  denominate  the  patriarch 
of  the  Treasury  Bench,  and  who  chose  to 
disclaim  all  idea  of  a  tax  on  capital,  which 
he  threw  upon  a  right  reverend  bishop, 
many  hundred  miles  off.  If  it  really  was, 
the  natural  child  of  the  right  reverend  pre- 
late, he  thought  it  very  hard  to  throw  it 
at  his  door,  under  such  circumstances.-— 
The  hon.  gentleman  then  proceeded  to  de- 
tail  the  occurrences  of  his  political  )ife» 
and  repelled  ther  attack  maae  on  him'  by 
Mr.  Stephen,  whom  he  designated  as  the 
author  and  supporter  of  the  Orders  in 
Council — he  who  eulogised  them  while 
living,  and  lamented  them  when  dead.— i 
He  stated,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
that  the  petition  for  peace  carried  in  that 
House,  was  at  the  close  of  the  Anfericaii 
war,  when  the  distressed  manufactorert 
burst  the  doors  ofthe  House,  and  by  a  re- 
cital of  their  distresses  obtained  the  peti« 
tion*  Mr.  Burke  was  then  the  eloquent 
but  onsuccessfol  advocate  of  peace— deaf 
was  the.  parliament !— deaf  were  the  mi« 
nisters  !---deaf  was  the  prince ! — ^that  war, 
so  obstinately  persevered  in,  ended  in  the 
independence  of  America,  and  its  conse* 

auences  were  now  visiting  us.  He  denied 
tiat  he  was  (as  he  had  been  characterised) 
a  man  who  wished  to  drag  his  country  to 
the  feet  of  France,  and  asserted,  that  he 
had  ever  acted  on  principle,  and  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  war  had  been  the  con- 
sistent advocate  of  peace.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman next  adverted  to  the  Amendment 
which  he  had  proposed  on  the  preceding 
evening,  and  which,  he  contended,  haS 
been  misunderstood ;  as  it  did  not  call  on 
the  Prince  Regent  to  enter  into  an  imme- 
diate ne^ociation  for  peace ;  but  to  causo 
an  enquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the  feelings 
of  the  enemy  on  that  point  He  then 
stated,  in  allusion  to  what  fell  from  Mr. 
Ponsonby  on  the  preceding  evening,  the 
various  occasions  on  which  the  subject  of 
negociations  with  France  had  been  before 
the  House,  and  the  conduct  he  had  pur- 
sued. Although  he  bad  delivered  his  opi- 
nion on  those  occasions,  he  never  had,  be- 
fore last  night,  submitted  any  specific  pro- 
position on  the  question*  But  now,  when 
be  saw  an  opportunity  occur  most  (kvoor- 
able  for  this,  country,  and  when  he  saw  no 
manifestation  in  the  sj^eech  from  the 
throne,  of  a  desire  to  seize  that  opportu- 
nity, he  conceived  it  right  that  parliament 
should  interfere.  They  must  all  recollect, 
that  the  speeches  from  the  throne  durinK> 
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the  last  20  years,  contained,  in  general,  a 
passage,  e^^pressive  of  a  desire  to  donclode 
a  peace  with  France,  and  witb  all  the 
World,  if  it  coiild  be  procured  on  terms 
commensurate  with  the  safety  and  dignity 
of  the  country*  But  now  there  was  a  total 
silence  on  that  point ;  and  he  wished  to 
prevent  that  bare  and  naked  exposition  of 
the  state  of  the  country, — he  wished  to 
prevent  those  distresses  which  the  war 
had,  and  must  continue  to  producOi— bein^ 
blazoned  throughout  Europe  ;  he  wished 
to  save  the  country  from  being  placed  in 
%  similar  situation  to  that  in  wmcn  she  had 
been  plunged  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  when  it  was  too  late— and  this 
could  only  be  effected  by  a  timely  pacifi- 
4^ation.  No  man  was  more  ready  than 
himself  to  endure  privations  for  the  public 
l^ood ;  no  man  would  feel  more  repug- 
nance in  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  peo- 
pie  from  makins  any  sacrifice  wnich 
tended  to  uphold  the  honour  of  the  coun* 
try;  but  when  he  saw  the  government 
placed  in  hands  which  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr,  Ponsonby)  was  not  himself  disposed 
to  Bopport*— when  he  saw  a  government 
possessing  power,  but  without  confidence 
•—when  he  saw  the  infat\iation  which  pre« 
▼ailed  in  the  country,  from  the  period  of 
Mr.  Fox's  motion,  in  1793,  for  opening  a 
negociation  with  France,  down  to  the  pre- 
sent hour, — he  thought  be  acted  correctly 
in  endeavouring  to  check  the  evil.  He 
wished  the  Prince  Regent  to  be  informed 
of  the  true  state  of  the  country,  before 
fresh  exactions  were  placed  on  the  people, 
that  measures  inight  be  devised  to  prevent 
fheir  necessity.  Many  opportmiities  would 
occur  for  the  considen^tion  of  the  Spanish 
Question.  .  He  a^^reed  wiih  the  hon.  gen* 
neman  (IVIr.  Robmson)  as  to  the  improved 
•Ftui^tion  of  our  army  on  the  peninsula 
now,  compared  with  what  it  was  at  the  end 
<^f  (he  last  campaign.  But,  when  he  spoke 
of  the  importance  of  raising  the  siege  of 
Oidiz,  and  of  the  retreat  of  Caffiirelli,  a 
question  arose,  which  every  Englishman 
was  anxious  to  ask ;  *'  What  has  Spain 
doner'  To  answer  this,  circumstances 
must  bt  noticed,  which  one  would  fain 
forget  Let  us  look  to  lord  Wellington's 
gazetted  account  of  the  battle  of  Sala- 
inanca.  We  there  'find  units,  tens,  hun- 
dreds, and  thousands  of  slain  and  wounded, 
on  each  side  ;  while  the  Spanish  loss  is 
r^iiced  to  six !  He  should  be  glad  to  have 
itiis  circumstance  properly  explained. 
Lord  Wellington  had  spoken  of  the  Gue- 
Mliai  as  being  very  active ;   and,  he  be-  I 


Ueved,  that  was  all  that  cduTd  be  said.  At 
partisans,  they  teight  dd  mischief  to  the 
enemv,  and  he  was  afraid  they  also  an* 
noyed  the  population  themselves ;  but  to 
look  to  them  for  any  great  efibrt,  if  the 
lEnglish  army  were  removed,  was  to  en- 
courage a  vain  imagination,  in  which  there 
was  no  hope.  Buonaparte  was  at  present 
in  a  perilous  situation,  and  every  exertion 
ought  to  be  made,  by  taking  advantage  of 
it,  to  proture  a  peace.  But  a  feeling, 
seemed  to  pervade  the  minds  of  certain 
persons,  that  a  peace  should  not  be  con- 
cluded with  that  man — a  fbeling  which  he 
wished  to  eradicate  from  this  country ;  lor, 
in  the  probable  couVse  of  events,  v^e  shoold 
be  obliged  to  make  peace  with  him;  Let 
him,  then,  be  sent  to,  openly  ahd  man- 
fully ;  the  fate  of  the  mission  would  be 
speedily  known ;  and  ther  issue  would  be, 
a  conviction  oH  the  minds  of  every  one, 
whether  a  permanent  and  honourable 
peace  could  be  procured  or  not. 

The  Chancellor  (tf  ihe  Btchequer  wished 
to  make  a  few  observations  on  what  had 
iieillenfrom  some  of  the  preceding  speakers. 
An  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  1809.  In  that  year,  th«  bilW 
drawn  from  the  peninsula  on  this  country- 
amounted  to  2,800,000/.  In  the  present 
year  they  amounted  to  11,500,000/.  So 
much  for  the  comparative  expenditure  of 
the  war  during  these  two  years ;  and  so 
much  in  answer  to  those  who  imagined 
that  government  had  not  made  the  most 
strenuous  exertions  in  support  of  the  waf 
in  the  peninsula.  In  answer  to  the  asser- 
tion of  an  hon.  gentlemati  (Mr.  Creevey) 
who  said  he  had  read  all  the  kiiig^s 
speeches  to  parliament,  and  that  in  all  of 
them  mention  was  made  of  the  commerce 
and  revenue  of  the  country,  he  would 
mention  that  in  the  years  1809  and  1807, 
no  reference  whatever  was  made  to  the 
state  of  the  revenue  or  commerclB.  With 
respect  to  the  allusions  to  a  tax  oh  capital^ 
which  he  was  said  to  have  announced,  hi 
begged  leave  to  recommend  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  chatged 
him  With  this|^  the  treatise  of  Dean  SWift 
on  Political  Lying.  He  never  dedared 
that  a  tax  on  capital  was  to  be  proposed; 
All  that  he  said  was,  that  such  a  measure 
had  been  resorted  to  in  other  countries; 
in  Holland,  Switzerland  and  H^mborgb 
for  example,  and  that  he  believed  it  migiit 
be  practicable  in  this  country ;  but  he 
sUted,  that  he  was  far  from  thinking' that 
we  had  arrived  at  such  an  emergency  as 
made  tbii  schema  necessary  h^    Ab 
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^•0.  gentlemaii  (Mr.  Wbitbread)  bad 
thought  proper  to  say,  that  we  were  beaten 
«t  tea  by  the  AmerieaiM^  because  one  ship 
of  inferior  force  had  been  taken  by  ano- 
ther of  SQperior ;  a^d  a  richt  hon.  gen- 
tieman  (Mr.  Canning)  had  stated  that 
<oar  commerce  had  been  swept  from  the 
oceaa  by  the  Americans.  With  respect 
to  oor  commerce,  he  had  to  state,  that  till 
the  accounts  from  all  the  out-ports  could 
be  obtained,  which  was  impossible  till  the 
end  of  the  year,  a  correct  estimate  could 
not  be  formed  of  it.  However,  to  judge 
from  the  port  of  London,  where  a  great 
proportion  of  the  trade  of  the  country 
was  carried  on,  the  inference  would  be 
higblv  £ivonrable.  In  the  first  ten 
months  of  last  year,  the  exports  from 
the  port  of  London,  in  official  ralne, 
amonnted  to  eight  millions  and  a  half,  and 
in  the  first  ten  months  of  the  present  year, 
they  exceeded  thirteen  millions,  a  greater 
sum  than  for  the  same  period  of  any 
focmer  year,  except  1809,  which  was  the 
greatest  ever  known.  No  doubt  the  in- 
termptioii  of  the  American  trade  was  se- 
verely felt  in  many  parts  of  ihe  country ; 
but  It  would  be  matter  of  great  triumph 
to  Mr.  Gallatin,  if  at  the  commencement 
of  Congress  he  could  give  such  anaccount 
of  the  commerce  of  America.  In  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  of  last  year,  there 
was  only  a  deficiency  of  90,0001.  a  very 
small  sum  indeed  in  a  total  of  sixty  mil* 
lions. 

Mr.  W.  SmUh  said,  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  stated, 
as  a  matter  of  triumph,  that  11,500,000/. 
had  been  expended  in  the  peninsular  war, 
in  the  last  eleven  months,  while  in  1809, 
only  2,BOO,0O0l.  had  been  expended  for 
Mie  same  purpose.  He,  however,  must 
observe,  that  the  depreciation  of  currency 
waa  not  quite  so  great  in  1809  as  in  1812; 
and  hfi  believed  the  quantity  of  gold  and 
silver  exported  in  the  latter  year,  would 
account  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
increased  sumr  The  same  remark,  he  be- 
lieved, might  be  made  witb  respect  to  tht 
.deficiency  of  the  revenue.  As  they  went 
oo,  they  would  find  that  60  millions  this 
ytar,  Would  not  be  equal  to  60  millions  in 
the  last  Nor  would  they  find  60  millions 
in  the  next  year,  equivalent  to  the  same 
8ai|i  now ;  and,  i^steiui  of  a  deficiency  of 
00,000/,  they  would  s^e  it  continnally  in- 
creasing. 

Mr*  CkMfm;  wished  to  restate  part  of 
ihm  opinioqs  delivered  by  him  on  the  pre- 
cedimr  evening,  which  had  t^een  miscon- 
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ceived.  He  did  nOt  complain  of  the  go- 
vernment for  not  issuing  letters  of  marque, 
but  of  the  absence  of  all  maritime  military 
efforts  against  the  coast  of  Apierica  at  an 
early  period  of  the  war.  Had  sufficient 
armaments  been  seasonably  stationed  off 
the  American  ports,  aU  the  American  ves^ 
sels  would  have  been  hermetically  sealed 
up  in  those  ports.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say,  as  -had  been  supposed,  that  the 
whole  of  our  commerce  had  been  swept 
away  by  the  maritime  efforts  of  Americau 
What  he  meant  to  say  was,  that  the  capr 
tures  by  the  Americans  were  greater  in  an 
infinite  proportion  than  they  ought  to  have 
been,  considering  the  disproportion  be- 
tween our  ships  and  theirs.  The  Chan^ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  seemed  to  have 
forgot  his  logic  when  he  thought  that  thi^ 
charge  was  answered  by  an  amount  of  the 
exports  from  the  port  of  London ;  for  the 
amount  of  those  exports  by  n6  meant  in- 
dicated their  arrival  at  their  piece  of  destf* 
nation.  His  charge  against  the  gov«rnN 
ment  for  not  publishing  a  counler-decla* 
ration  to  that  issued  by  America,  on  the 
subject  of  captain  Henry's  supposed  mis^ 
sion,  was  also  unanswered.  The  Americaii 
declaration  stood  recorded  in  the  face  ef 
the  world,  and  the  govermnenl  had*  not 
done  the  country  justice  in  not  stating  the 
denial  in  a  manner  equally  public.  Why 
was  such  a  counter-declaration  withheld?. 
Because,  said  the  noble  lord,  of  its  being 
irritable  matter.  This  was  humiliation 
with  a  vengeance,  if  the  Americans  were 
to  be  allowed  to  publish  such^  a  charge^ 
and  we  were  not  to  answer  them  for  (ear 
of  irriutiag  them.  Much,  had  been  said 
in  the  course  of  the  evenings  on  the  sub- 
ject of  peace.  He  believedthere  existed 
in  the  government  of  France,  a  determi- 
nation to  pull  down  this  country  frbn)  the 
situation  which  she  held  in  Europe ;  and 
therefore  we  had  not  only  to  contend  with 
our  other  difficulties,  but  also  wi^h  that  per- 
manent hostility  of  sentiment,  wljiich  w^t 
not  alone  directed  against  our  warlike 
power,,  but  against  our  very  existenice  as  a 
nation.  It  was  dangerous,  therefore*  to 
threw  out  among  the  people  that  peace 
was  easy  of  attainment.  Great  digress 
certainly  existed  in  the  country,  though  Jt 
had  been  ereatly  exaggerated ;  but  a 
.warning  ought  to  be  taken  from  the  pro- 
ceedings previous  to  the  repeal  of  tqe 
Orders  in  Council,  not  to  hold  out  hopes 
which  might  only  end  in  dbappointment. 
He  wished  to  know  from  the  noble  lord 
what  was  the  real  situation  of  this  country 
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with  respect  to  America  ?  He  had  lit tened 
attentiTely  to  the  noble  lord's  speech  of 
last  night ;  but  if  any  person  this  morning 
had  asked  him  whether  we  were  at  war 
with  America,  or  whether  there  was  a  ne* 
gociation  with  that  power,  or  whether  the 
war  or  the  negociation  predominated,  he 
coold  not  have  giyen  him  a  satisfactory 
answer. 

Lord  Castlereagh  conceived  the  state- 
ttent  he  made  on  the  former  evening,  with 
respect  to  our  situation  with  America, 
could  not  hare  been  misunderstood;  it  was 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  state  of  un* 
qualified  warfare.  As  to  a  counter  decla- 
Yation,  It  would  have  been  improper  to 
issue  it  until  an  answer  was  returned  by 
America  to  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  to  the  proposition  which  had 
been  made  to  her.' 

The  Amendment  was  then  negatived, 
jand  the  Report  brought  op*  On  t&e  quet* 
.UoB,  That  it  be  now  read, 

'  Mr.  Pmsonby  rose,  and  explained  his 
reasons  for  pursuing  the  line  he  bad  done  on 
the  former  evening.  If  he  had  been  in  the 
House  in  1793,  he  would  have  voted  for 
Mr.  Fox's  motion  to  send  an  ambanador 
to  Paris,  to  prevent  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war;  and  for  this  reason,  becanse  the 
whole  question  was,  whether  the  govem- 
inent  of  France,  as  then  constituted,  was 
fit  to  be  treated  with;  and  as  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  one  independent  state  should 
bot  interfere  with  the  government  of  ano- 
ther, be,  of  course,  conceived  that  a  treaty 
might  be  concluded  with  the  provisional 
council  which  then  ruled  in  France  ;  and 
he  would  have  confined  himself  to  this 
Opinion,  that  it  was  more  easy  to  treat  for 
'  the  prevention  of  war  than  for  peace.  His 
hon.  friend  had  stated,  that  there  were 
persons  who  entertained  an  opinion,  that 
no  peace  could  be  made  with  the  present 
emperor  of  France.  Now,  if  his  hon. 
friend  could  shew  him  that  such  an  idea 
was  cherished  by  any  of  his  Majesty's 
mmisters,  he  pledged  himself  to  vote  with 
'bim  for  an. Address  to-morrow;  because 
he  thought  the  French  emperor  might  be 
treated  witfar  as  well  as  the  head  of  any 
other  government  His  hon.  friend  had 
•aid,  that  the  Address  only  proposed  to  the 
Prince  Regent  to  examine  whether  a 
jpeac^  could  be  made  on  proper  terms. 
This  certainly  was  a  mitigated  character 
of  tlie  meafture ;  but  still  it  implied  one  of 
diese  two  things — either  that  the  minis- 
ters were  not  willing  to  enter  into  a  nego** 
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ciation,  or  that  the  necessity  of  peace  was 
so  urgent,  that  it  became  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  interfere.  Now,  if  the  first  as- 
sumption were  true,  it  would  not  be  safe 
or  constitutional  to  address  the  throne  to 
seek  for  peace ;  the  Address  ought  to  be 
for  the  removal  of  ministers.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  ministers  were  as  ready  as 
they  stated  themselves,  to  enter  into  a  ne« 
gociation,  the  ground  of  an  Address  most 
be,  that  they  mistook  the  situation  of  the 
country,  and  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
making  peace,  even  if  they  could,  and 
that^  therefore,  the  House  must  interpose. 
He  did  not  think  the  country  was  in  that 
situation;  and,  however  mitigated  the 
form  of  Address  might  be,  if  they  inter- 
fered at  all  with  the  known  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  it  would  be  telling  the  enemy 
that  the  distresses  of  the  country  called 
for  peace.  He,  therefore,  coold  not  con- 
sent to  deviate  from  the  ordinary  system 
of  the  constitation«  not  having  that  in- 
formation which  the  cabihet  ministers 
alone  possessed. 

Mr.  Wkitbrcad  went  over  the^rgoments 
which  he  had  before  advanced  in  support 
of  his  Address;  and  in  reference  to  his  as- 
sertion that  a  spirit  existed  in  this  country, 
personally  hostile  to  the  French  emperor, 
he  instanced  a  pamplilet  which  was  pub- 
lished by  authority,  during  lord  Sidmouth's 
administration,  atid  tent  to  the  difierent 
clergymen  throughout  England,  to  be 
read  in  their  respective  churches,  filled 
with  the  grossest  falsehoods,  relative  Ip 
Buonaparte;  and  he  inferred  that  this 
spirit  had  not  subsided,  as  one  of  the  para- 
graphs in  the  Speech  from  the  throne,  at 
the  cohclosion  of  the  last  session,  seemed 
to  sneak  language  somewhat  similar. 

Mr;  Canning  defended  the  passage  in 
the  Speech  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  al« 
luded  to  by  the  hon.  gentleman  ;  and  then 
went  over  nearly  the  same  grounds,  on  the 
subject  of  peace  with  France,  as  he  had 
before  done. 

Mr.  BiUhuru  defended  the  administra- 
tion of  lord  Sid  mouth,  and  denied,  pe- 
remptorily; as  far  as  his  recollection  per- 
mitted him,  the  authorised  publication  of 
any  such  pamphlet  at  that  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  WhUkread  said,  it  was  shewn  to  htm 
by  the  clergy mkn  of  a  church  in  Bed- 
fordshire; and  the  person  who  wrote  it, 
[Mr.  Cobbettl  afterwards  declared,  that  it 
was  circulated  throughout  the  country  by 
order  of  government. 
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to  know,  if  he  could  see  the  publication 
alluded  to  ? 

Mr.  Wkiihread  said  be  had  a  copy  of  it, 
uid  the  right  bon.  genileaian  should  bare 
it  in  a  few  hours. 

Mr.  Cmmng  begged  to  put  a  question 
to  ministers,  namely,  at  what  time  it  was 
their  intention  to  bring  forward  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  renewal  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's Charter.  This  was  a  question  of 
▼ery  general  importance,  and  it  was  pe- 
cnliarlv  desirable  to  those  interested,  that 
it  should  be  known,  whether  it  was  or  was 
not  to  be  agitated  previous  to  the  Christ- 
mas recess. 

Lord  Cakkreagk  said,  it  certainly  was 
not  the  intentiop  of  government  to  bring 
forward  the  question  alluded  to  before 
Christmas.  But,  being  a  question  of  such 
importance,  if  government  could  come  to 
an  arraogemeni  with  the  East  India  Com- 
pany during  the  receM,  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  bring  forward  the  discussion  at  Uie 
earliest  possible  period  after  the  recess. 

The  Report  was  then  agreed  to« 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  Decembar  3.     > 

Pbtition  against  the  Catholic 
Claims  feom  the  University  of  Cam- 
BRinoB.]  The  Bishop  of  Bristol  request- 
ed the  indulgence  of  the  House  whilst  he 
said  a  few  words  relative  to  what  had 
fallen  from  a  noble  earl  (Uardwicke)  on  a 
Ibrmer  day,  relative  to  the  Petition  from 
the  University  of  Cambridge  against  the 
Catholic  Claims,  he  (the  bishop  of  Bristol) 
not  having  been  in  the  House  on  the  day 
alluded  to.  The  right  reverend  prelate 
proceeded  to  state,  that  it  was  not  usual  in 
the  University-  to  give  more  than  three 
days'  notice  of  any  measure  intended  to 
be  brought  forward ;  but  in  this  instance, 
it  being  a  measure  of  importance,  six  days' 
notice  was  given,  a  longer  notice  than  he 
ever  remembered  in  the  University.  He 
stated  this  to  prove  that  the  proceeding 
was  not  unfairly  carried  throush,  as  al« 
leged  by  the  noble  earl ;  the  fact  being, 
that  the  greater  number  of  those  who 
▼oted  in  the  minority  came  from  Londop 
in  conseouence  of  the  notice  that  had  been 
given.  With  respect  to  the  insinuation  as 
to  the  motives  of  thqpe  who  formed  the 
majority,  that  they  werejooking  either  to 
preferment  or  translation,  he  must  leave  it 
to  the  noble  earl  himself  to  consider,  whe- 
ther a  mere  difference  of  opinion  called 
ibr  focb  a  charge. 


Dec.  S,  isia.  [^191 

The  Earl  of  Hwrdwicke  trusted,  though 
he  was  aware  it  was  irregular,  that  aftef 
what  had  fallen  from  the  right  rev.  pre- 
late, he  should  be  permitted  to  trouble 
their  lordships  with  a  few  words.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  learned  prelate  was  not  in 
the  House,  when  the  Petition  from  Camn 
bridge  against  the  Roman  Catholic  Claims 
Was  prepared  by  the  illustrious  person 
who  was  chancellor  of  the  University; 
when  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  offer  some 
observations  to  their  lordships,  which  lie 
was  as  ready  to  repeat  in  the  presence  of 
the  right  rev.  prelate,  as  in  his  absence. 
In  the  first  place,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  avoid  stating,  that  considering  the  - 

Seat  public  importance  of  the  subject  of 
e  Petition,  sufficient  notice  bad  not  been 
given  to  admit  of  the  attendance  of  any 
considerable  number  of  the  non-resident 
members,  t^or  all  questions  of  a  local 
nature,,  on  which  the  resident  members 
were  certainly  well  qualified  to  decide, 
the  notice  described  by  the  right  rev.  pre^ 
late  as  the  usual  notice,  and  which  had 
probably  been  given  upon  this  occasion, 
was  perfectly  sufficient ;  but  whenever^ 
question  relating  to  matters  of  state  policy 
was  brought  forward,  it  would  be  more 
consistent  with  fairness  and  candour  to 
give  that  degree  of  notice  which  would 
admit  of  the  attendance  of  the  non-resi* 
dent  members  of  the  senate,  if  they  should 
think  fit  to  give  their  opinions  upon  the. 
subject;  but  he  could  not  help  saying, 
that  the  seldomer  political  questions  were 
brought  before  the  senate  of  the  Univ^r* 
sity,  the  better.  With  respect  to  what  the 
right  rev.  prelate  had  said  on  the  subject 
of  motives,  the  noble  earl  observed,  that 
what  be  had  said  was  entirely  of  a  gene- 
ral nature,  and  not  applied  to  the  conduct 
of  any  individual.  The  usage  of  the  place 
did  not  admit  of  questions  being  discussed, 
or  debated,  before  they  were  put  to  the 
vote ;  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  help 
feeling  that  many  persons  might  give  their 
votes  upon  general  grounds,  without  that 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  ques- 
tion! which  must  in  all  cases  render  the 
decision  more  satisfactory  to  themselves  as 
conscientious  individuals,  and  at  the  same 
time  give  more  weight  to  the  opinions  of 
a  great  public  body. 

The  Bishop  of  Bristol  repeated,  that  the 
notice  given  was  unusually  long. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  contended 
that  the  notice  was  not  sufficient,  and  ob- 
served, that  he  himself,  although  only  a 
day  *s  journey  from  London^  hadnot  notion 
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6f  the  intended  proceeding  hi  time  to  be 
pre.^nt  at  the  Univer&ity  on  the  day  ap» 
potmed  for  its  eonsideration. 

Lord  Holland  obsenred,  that  the  Peti- 
tion did  not  express  the  sense  of  the  Uni- 
feiiiity;  the  non-resident  members  not 
hairing  had  sufficient  notice. 


Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  Makquis  of 
Wellington— Victory  of  Salamanca.] 
Earl '  Baihurit  rose,  and  addressed  the 
Hodse  to  thfe  following  purport :  My  lords, 
tnr  rising  to  address  this  House  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  Thanks  to  our  gallant  and  distin- 
go^Aed  general  who  gained  the  Tictory  of 
Salamanca,  I  ain  confident  there  can  be  no 
no  difference  of  opinion  amongst  your 
lofdships,  with  respect  to  the  motion  I 
meiui  to  propose.  But  before  I  submit 
this  proposition*  your  lordships  will,  I^rust, 
permit  me  to  make  a  few  obsenrations 
upon  the  principles  of  military  poKcy  and 
motiTes  which  induced  the  marquis  of 
Wellington  to  pursue  those  measures  which 
eventually  brought  forth  a  victory,  not 
only  productiye  of  fame  to  the  commander, 
but  of  additional  glory  to  the  national 
character.  In  doing  this  I  shall  l^lrance 
nothing  of  speculation,  but  confine  my- 
self  to  facts  contained  in  documents  al- 
ready before  your  lordships  and  the  pub- 
lic. When  lord  Wellington  had  planned 
the  ^ege  and  reduction  of  Badajoz,  his 
.great  mind  sugjgested  ulterior  objects, 
which  W6ttld  ultimately  afiect  the  success 
of  our  eause  in  the  peninsula.  My  lords, 
I  aiA  not  disposed,  at  this  time,  to  allude 
in  any  manner  to  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  campaign;  further  than  to  the  ability 
with  which  the  noble  marquis  has,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  situations,  employed  the 
resources  committed  to  his  care.  No  ge- 
neral, my  lords,  was  ever  more  careful  of 
the  troops  entcusted  to  his  command— no 
general  eter  more  cautiously  avoided  the 
sacrifice  of  lives,  when  the  object  to  be 
attained  was  not  equal  to  the  expenditure 
of  so  much  blood.  This  disposition  marks 
the  career  of  his  military  success,  and  has 
been  particularly  manifested  in  the  course 
of  this  campaign.  From  the  documents  1 
poMess,  and  not  those  only  which  were 
transmitted  after  the  efiect  was  produced, 
but  those  which  were  written  when  the 
plan  was  conceived,  the  extent  of  his  ge- 
nius, and  the  wisdom  of  his  undertakings 
are  most  strongly  designated  and  incon- 
trovertibly  proved.  They  likewise  shew 
how  much  superior  he  was  to  those  able 
geoerak  againrt  whom  be  had  to  conteod. 


and  that  his  conceptions  were  equally  well 
calculated  for  the  success  of  his  own  en- 
prizes,  as  they  were  adapted  to  circumvent 
the  enterprizes  of  the  enemy*  When  bis 
plan  was  formed  for  the  reduction  of  Ba- 
dajoz,  of  Ciudad  Rodri^,  and  Almeida, 
he  had  then  determined  upon  raising  the 
siege  of  Cadiz,  and  thereby  compellhig 
the  French  to  evacuate  Andaln8ia>  Mj 
lords,  these  objects  were  the  first  in  lord 
Wellington's  consideration,  and  for  import 
taut  reasons  which  pressed  thelnselTea 
most  forcibly  upon  his  mind.  From  the 
very  beginning  of  the  campaign  his  opera- 
tions pointed  to  the  situation  of  the  enemy 
in  the  south,  and  particularly  to  the  prin- 
cipal army  under  Soolt,  as  the  captore  of 
the  invader's  battering  artillery  at  CtUdad 
Rodrigo  rendered  it  impracticable  to  un- 
dertake any  siese  of  consequence ;  or,  at 
that  season  of  the  year,  to  advance  into 
Portugal  with  any  considerable  force.  la 
carrying  on  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain  had  long  been  confined 
within  its  walls,  its  power  was  become 
considerably  restricted,  its  reputation 
amonff  the  people  bad  been  somewhat  de* 
graded,  ana  its  influence  upon  the  Spanish 
dependencies  materially  lessened.  To 
free  the  government  from  this  confine- 
ment, and  thereby^  to  ^ve  new  life  to  the 
energies  of  the  Spanish  nation,  was  one 
object  of  our  general's  forecast,  and  led 
to  the  measures  which  be  afierwards  pur- 
sued. For  this  purpose,  after  he  had  most 
ably  contrived  the  mode  of  assault,  which 
succeeded  even  beyond  his  own  expecta- 
tions, whereby  Badajoz  was  taken,  he  had 
in  the  first  instance  determined  upon 
marching  into  the  province  of  Andalusia* 
and  oblige  the  evacuation  of  that  province 
by  the  French,  which  was  another  object 
for  which  he  concerted  his  plans.  At 
this  period  it  occurred  to  him,  that  the 
possession  of  Andalusia  was  more  import 
Unt  than  that  of  the  other  provinces.  The 
people  had  been  for  some  time  subject  to 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  and  bad  gradually 
become  less  hostile  to  their  presence,  and 
some  danger  existed  of  their  forgetting 
their  connection  with  their  legitimate  go- 
vernment To  drive  the  French  from  the 
possession  of  such  a  province,  would  be 
more  conducive  to  the  promotioa  of  the 
Spanish  cause  than  to  enter  Castile.  In 
Castile  the  enemy's  army  were  differentYy 
situated  .-  if  they  had  troops  stationed  in  a 
village,  that  village  was  obliged  to  be 
strongly  fortified:  and  if  the  disUnce 
firom  one  Tillage  to  another  was  fire  or 
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six  milesy  such  was  the  disposition  of  the 
Spanish  people  io  that  province,  that  the 
French  were  under  the  necessity  of  form- 
ing redoubts,  for  the  purpose  of  prevent - 
log  their  commanicatioD  being  intercepted. 
These  wel-e  lord  Wellington's  first  inten- 
tions, and  these  were  the  measures  he  pur- 
posed to  pursue ;  and  although  circum- 
stances occurred  which  led  him  to  change 
hit  plans,  yet  the  object  of  them  continued 
the  same.  General  Marmont  having  come 
with  an  army  from  the  north,  and  ad- 
tanced  upon  the  Agueda,  soon  called 
forth  thcr  attention  of  our  general,  and 
other  circumstances  having  intervened,  he , 
was  at  length  deiefmined  to  change  his 
intended  course,  and  march  into  Castile. 
Marmont,  in  the  mean  time,  used  every 
endeatour,  but  in  vain,  to  relieve  the  for- 
tress of  Almeida,  and  at  length  posted 
himself  strongly  upon  the  bridge  of  Al- 
mares,  by  which  means  he  endeavoured, 
not  only  to  act  in  opposition  to  lord  Wei- 
Inigton,  but  to  effect  a  communication 
with  Che  army  of  Soult.  To  your  lord- 
ships is  well  known  the  promptitude  and 
intrepidity  with  Which  the  French  were  re- 
moved from  that  position,  and  the  commu- 
nications cnt  off  between  the  army  of  Por- 
tugal and  the  army  under  Soult  in  the 
southern  provinces.  Indeed,  my  lords, 
such  were  the  skill  and  management  of 
the  noble  marquis  during  this  period  of 
the  campaign,  that  no  words  which  I  can 
use  would  be  ^deqtiate  to  represent  their 
value.  It  afterwards  happened  that  a  cor- 
respondence between  the  French  generals 
was  intercepted,  and  the  papers  tell  into 
our  bands.  From  these  letters  we  were 
made  acquainted  with  their  sentiments  on 
thissubject ;  and  perhaps  no  greater  eulo- 
gium  could  possibly  bebestowed  upon  lord 
WelFington  thlan  was  contained  in  their 
observations.  From  these  it  appeared  that 
no  movement  of  the  enemy  could  disap- 
point bis  plans  or  controvert  his  projecU; 
wMIe  on  their  part  no  movement  was 
concerted  but  it  was  anticipated — no  ex- 
pectation was  raised  but  it  ended  in  disap- 
nointment — no  fear  was  entertained  but  it 
became  realized.  In  one  of  these  inter- 
cepted letters  it  is  said,  *'  he  must  read  our 
correspondence,  6r  he  must  dive  into  our 
heai4s,  for  no  sooner  do  ¥ft  form  a  design 
than  he  knows  it,  and  forms  measures  to 
defeat  it."  Nothing,  my  lords,  could 
equal  the  wisdom  which  marked  all  lord 
Wenbigtbn's  motements  previous  to  the 
battle  of  Salamanca.  If  we  turn  our  at- 
teotioa  to  Mt  manceufiet  after  Marmont 


approached  the  Douro,  and  the  English 
were  advanced  to  the  Guerena,  I  can- 
not at  this  time  refrain  from  noticing 
that  disposition  which  has  peculiarly 
distinguished  the  character  of  lord  WeU 
lington.  Lord  Wellington  had  a  fa* 
yourable  opportunity  of  giving  battle  to 
Marmont,  and  he  was  confident  the  issue 
would  have  been  successful ;  but  he  de* 
clined  that  opportunity,  because  he  knew 
however  brillianttheachievement,  it  would 
cost  more  lives  than  would  be  compen« 
sated  by  the  object  of  victory.  Let  any 
one  reflect  on  the  diflferent  means  whicn 
he  used  for  two  days^  to  circumvent  all 
the  schemes  of  the  French  general.  The 
policy  that  each  was  pursuing  became 
distinctly  difierent,  on  account  of  the  ef- 
fect they  endeavoured  to  produce.  Mar- 
mont was  anxious  to  bring  the  English 
to  a  general  engagement,  upon  ground 
not  actually  unfavourable.  Lord  Wel« 
lington,  on  fhe  other  hand,  wished  to  avoid 
an  engagement,  unless  he  could  commence 
it  under  favourable  circumstances.<— Th^* 
noble  earl  then  took  a  view  of  .the  opera- 
tions of  the  contending  armies  Immediately 
previous  to  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  and 
particularly  adverted  to  the  skill  and  gal- 
lantry displayed  by  sir  Thomas  Graham 
in  executing  one  of  the  orders  of  his  illus* 
tnous  phieN—an  achievement  which  was 
pei'formed  within  sight  of  the  hostile 
armies.  The  object  of  gainings  that  post 
furnished  another  striking  proof  of  the 
uniform  unwillingness  of  our  illustrious 
commander  to  commit  the  general  safety 
of  his  armies,  or  unnecessarily  to  risque 
the  lives  of  his  soldiers.  His  lordship 
then  noticed  the  circumstances  of  Mar* 
mont's  receiving  reinforcements  from  the 
northern  army,  and  panegyrised  the  abl^ 
retreat  of  the  British  commander,  in  con^ 
sequence,  without  loss^  and  in  such  a  way, 
as  enabled  the  allied  force  in  that  quarter 
to  form  a  junction.  1  he  manned  in  which 
lord  Wellington  passed  the  Tormes,  and 
afterwards  dre^  up  in  front  of  Marmont^ 
who  was  extending  his  \e(i  to  cut  off  his 
opponent  from  communicating  With  Sa* 
lamanca  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  was  a  bril* 
liant  and  admirable  military  manoinvr^ 
In  this  situation  it  was  not  lord  Welling* 
ton's  intention  to  engage;  and  It  was 
Marmont's  policy  to  drive  him  to  thit 
measure.  Lord  Wellington  catftiooalV 
watched  the  operations  which  were  at- 
tempted to  intercept  him  on  one  side,  and 
force  him  to  battle  on  the  other,  and  at 
the  same  time  hi  was  not  remiss  in  wait> 
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ing  for  aa  opportunity  of  advantage^ 
whence  the  retreat  he  had  hitherto  con- 
ducted might  suddenly  be  changed  into  a 
contest  for  Tictory.  Consider,  my  lords, 
what  must  hare  been  the  sensations  and 
anxious  reflections  of  this  general  at  the 
time ;  these  most  have  been  moments  of 
rack  to  his  deliberative  genius,  when  de- 
ciding upon  the  mode' of  action  which 
•hottld  best  tend  to  the  success  of  his 
country's  cause.  Marmont,  after  gaining 
the  heights  opposite  to  those  maintained 
by  the  marquis,  suddenly  weakened  his 
left  by  the  extension  of  his  line,  and  no 
sooner  was  the  error  perceived  by  the 
brave  and  gallant  general,  than  he  ex- 
claimed, "  Now  I  have  you/'  The  feli- 
citoosy  the  Ions  sought  moment  where  a 
-fair  prospect  of  success  presented  itself, 
vras  instantaneously  seized  by  the  illns- 
irioos  chief,  and  improved  and  followed  up 
to  a  brilliant  result  of  victory  almost  un- 
precedented in  the  annals  of  the  country. 
The  onset  was  made,  the  left  of  Marnont's 
army  was  completely  turned,  and  the 
victory  became  decisive.  Nothing  shew- 
ed more  the  vast  extent  and  range  of  his 
mind,  or  its  scientific  adroitness,  than  the 
ability  which  appeared  at  the  time  of 
seizing  a  favourable  moment  for  disposing 
an  army  for  immediate  and  decisive  ac- 
tion, which  but  a  few  minutes  before  was 
prepared  for  retreat!— The  noble  earl 
proceeded  to  pass  high  encomiums  upon 
general  Le  Marchant,  who,  very  unfortu- 
nately for  the  service,  €ell  in  the  bavtle, 
and  also  upon  seneral  Cotton,  who  distin- 
guished himself  on  that  occasion.  ''Not 
only,**  said  earl  Bathurst,  '*  had  the  noble 
marquis  immortalized  himself  in  an  action 
like  this,  so  transcendent  and  brilliant,  but 
under  all  circomsunces  his  mind  has  ever 
discovered  itself  capable  of  executing 
every  project  suitably  to  the  reverses 
and  the  changes  of  affairs.  The  events 
which  have  now  come  to  our  knowledge, 
will,  I  am  persuaded,  afford  equal  proofs 
of  his  military  foresight  and  conception. — 
My  lords,  I  am  not  disposed  to  trespass 
longer  upon  your  attention ;  there  is  no- 
thing I  can  say  will  sufficiently  speak  the 
praises  due  to  the  marquis  of  Wellington, 
whose  fame  in  all  those  accomplishments 
which  constitute  a  consummate  com- 
mander was  established  long  before  the 
brilliant  achievement  of  Salamanca :  and  if 
I  offer  no  panegyric  in  commendation  of 
this  hero,  attribute  it  not  to  a  want  of 
anxious  zeal,  but  to  a  conviction  of  my 
inability  to  perform  the  tasl^  which  be- 


longs to  tho^  who  are  possessed  of  elo« 
quence.  Eulogium,  my  lords,  when  not 
chastened  by  the  powers  of  eloquence  and 
the  judiciousness  of  taste,  becomes  uoseem* 
ly  and  inflated,  and  induces  a  degrading 
representation  of  that  character  which  it 
was  intended  to  praise  and  recommend." 
— ^The  noble  earl  concluded  by  moving, 
«<  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  giveil 
to  Arthur,  marquis  of  Wellington,  K.  B* 
for  the  great  and  unparalleled  skill,  gal- 
lantry, and  conduct  displayed  by  him  in 
the  command  of  the  allied  troops  in  Spain» 
during  the  whole  of  the  late  campaign. 
But  more  especially  for  the  achievement  of 
the  signal  and  brilliant  Victory  over  the 
French  army  under  marshal  Marmont  at 
Salamanca,  on  the  l?2d  of  July  last,  there* 
by  reflecting  additional  lustre  on  the  Bri- 
tish military  character.'' 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdoume  said,  it  was 
with  great  and  sincere  satisfaction  he  had 
listened  to  the  just,  glowing,  and  eloquent 
eulogium  which  the  noble  earl  had,  from 
his  heart,  pronounced  upon  the  illustriooa 
subject  of  the  present  motion.  No  peraoo 
who  had  the  hobour  to  be  connected  with 
the  family  of  that  illustrious  individual  who 
was  at  the  head  of  our  army  on  the  penin* 
sula,  could  be  more  anxious  to  support  the 
proposition  now  submitted  to  their  lord- 
ships than  he  was.  That  anxiety  was  not 
diminished  by  the  recent  unfavourable 
events  which  had  taken  place ;  for  he  per- 
fectly agreed  with  the  noble  earl,  that 
those  circumstances  in  no  degree  tarnished 
or  diminished  the  splendid  military  fame 
and  character  of  the  noble  and  gallant 
marquis,  and  ought  to  make  no  alteration 
as  far  as  regarded  the  present  proposition* 
The  question  was  not  now,  as  it  was  on  a 
former  night,  and  might  be  at  a  future 
period,  whether  the  general  had  been  sup- 
plied by  the  government  with  proper 
means  and  resources?  the  auestion  now 
was,  whether  the  means  with  which  the 
general  had  been  entrusted,  had  been 
wisely,  skilfully,  and  succeuitilly,^  as  far 
as  circumstances  would  permit,  applied 
for  the  public  service  ?  .Tnough  unwilling 
to  mix  these  topics  with  the  present  sub- 
ject, yet  this  much  he  might  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  if  there  were  anv  persons  who 
had  seen  the  difficulties  of  the  war  in  the 
peninsula  in  a  stronger  light  than  otberai, 
—who  thought  th^  means  of  carrying  ^ 
on  were  very  imperfect,-— and  who,thoogl^ 
admiring  the  patriotism  of  the  Spanish 
people,  yet  feared  that  the  organisatimi* 
civil  and  military,  in  that  country^  waa 
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not  soch  M  afforded  secorhy  for  effectual 
€o-operatiod«-— the  gireater  they  felt  these' 
difficultiei  to  be»  in  that  proportion  must 
be  their  admiration  of  the  talenU  of  the 
general  who  had  met,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances,  glorioosiy  surmounted  them.  The 
campaign,  indeed,  most  be  characterized 
as  one  of  various  fortune :  yet  out  df  this 
▼ery  circumstance^  there  aroie  a  display 
of  military  talents  in  the  commander  miich 
would  not  otherwise  ha?e  appeared.  It 
was  rendered  erident  that,  whe^tber  the  ^pe- 
neral  pursued  the  triumphs  gained  by  him- 
•elf,  or  experienced  disappointment  (Vom 
extraneous  circumstances,  he  was  no  less 
capable,  by  his  rare  talents,  of  alleviating 
misfortune,  than  of  improring  success.  In 
reTiewing  the  military  Uansactions  on  the 
peninsula  for  the  last  three  years,  if  he 
were  qualified  to  decide  at  all  on  the  sub- 
ject, those  which  he  would  rest  upon  with 
the  highest  admiration,  would  be  such  as 
occurred  under  the  circumstances  when 
lord  Wellington  was  forced  to  retreat  be- 
fore a  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  How- 
ever unfavourable  the  circumstances,  he 
had  always,  on  these  occasions,  preserved 
his  army  and  its  resources  entire,  and  fit 
lor  attack  when  the  proper  moment  for 
attack  should  arrive.  In  these  circum- 
stances, his  great  mind  shone  more  emi- 
nently conspicuous  injivailbg  himself  of 
the  difficult  circumstances  of  the  country 
for  the  protection  of  a  retreating  army, 
and.fbr  maintaining  his  communications 
with  his  resources.  Such  was  the  retreat 
of  the  marquis  of  Wellington  to  his  lines 
9t  Torres  Yedras,— such  was  his  retreat 
before  the  battle  of  Salamanca,— a  retreat 
converted  in  a  moment  into  a  brilliant 
victory,  where  a  superior  enemy  was 
checked,  and  forced  to  retrace  his  steps. 
Such,  too,  was  the  present  retreat  to  the 
frontiers  of  Portugal,— all  of  them  evincing 
the  greatest  militar^r  genius  in  the  com- 
mander.—Having  sind  thus  much  as  to  the 
Bierits  of  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  there 
was  another  subject  of  congratulation  to 
^Mir  lordships  and  the  country,  which  he 
wished  to  touch  upon,  although  it  could 
not  well  he  embodied  in  anv  resolution  of 
that  House.  No  man  who  had  attentively 
watched  the  conduct  of  the  marquis  of 
Wellington  and  the  officers  under  his  com- 
mand, could  fail  to  have  observed,  that  a 
military  school  existed  in  the  peninsula, 
in  which  a  race  of  officers  were  forming, 
on  whom  the  country  might  rely  wiUi 
confidence  in  the  future  military  career, 
which  in  all  probability  it^ad  yet  to  run. 
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Such  a  school  could  not,  indeed,  be  formed 
without  great  sacrifices;  such,  for  in- 
stance, as  those  which  were  made  in  the 
siege  of  Burgos,  where,  besides  regret  for 
the  failure  of  the  object,  one  could  not 
help  feeling  an  additional  panff  at  the  fall 
of  so  many  brave  officers,  and  especially 
of  colonel  Somers,  who,  if  he  had  lived, 
promised  to  have  added  to  the  other  glo- 
ries of  that  illustrious  name,  that  of  the 
highest  military  fame  and  glory.  Not- 
withstanding soch  losses,  many  officers 
must  be  formed  by  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
Ihigton,  who,  having  the  advantage  nolf 
only  of  his  instructions,  but  of  his  example 
before  them,  must  be  capable  of  rendering 
the  highest  services  to  their  Country.  He 
thought  it  right  to  advert  to  this  circum* 
stance,  as  it  appeared  to  be  a  favourite  ob- 
ject with  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  who, 
in  the  intervals  of  war,  kept  several  of  the 
officers  about  him,  who  had  thus  an  op« 
portunity  of  improving  themselves  by  his 
mstruction  and  example,  in  military 
science.— There  was  still  another  point 
connected  with  this,  to  which  he  was  de- 
sirous of  calling  their  lordships'  attention* 
No  person  who  heard  him  would  think 
that  he  was  disposed  to  censure  the  advice 
given  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re« 
gent,  to  advance  the  marqub  of  Welling- 
ton  in  the  peerage  after  the  battle  of  Sala-^ 
manca :  but  he  did  think  that  there  then 
existed  an  opportunity  of  granting  to  the^ 
marquis  of  Wellington  promotion  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature,  more  appropriate  and  con* 
genial  with  the  service  to  which  he  was 
devoted ;  and,  therefore,  likely  to  be  more 
useful  to  his  country.  If  that  promotion 
had  been  conferred,  it  would  no  doubi 
have  met  with  the  applause  of  the  country 
and  of  the  army ;  ano  it  would  have  been 
approved  by  none,  more  than  by  the 
many  gallant  xenerals,  who,  by  such  a 
measure,  would  have  been  enabled  to 
share  his  glory.  While  we  were  urging 
the  Spaniards  to  give  way  in  every  punc* 
tilio,  and  to  think  only  of  the  best  means 
of  promoting  the  great  cause  in  which  they 
were  engaged,  it  would  have  been  wise  in 
us  to  have  shewn  them  the  example.  Such 
was  the  feeling  which  he  had  at  the  time, 
and  which  he  still  had ;  and  therefore  hit 
thought  it  right  to  state  it :  but  in  doing 
so,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  object  to  any 
other  honours  which  were  conferred  on 
the  marqofs  of  Wellington.  If  any  doubt 
could  have  existed  as  to  the  propriety  of 
conferring  such  honours,  that  doubt  must 
have  been  removed  by  the  review  takei^ 
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by  the  noble  earl  oppotite»  ot  the  great 
talents  displayed  by  the  marqoit,  in  every 
aitnation  where  the  exertion  of  great  ta» 
leau  was  required.  The  marquis  of  Wet 
linfftoo  had,  in  reality,  distinguished  him- 
self for  the  judgment  and  temper  with 
which  he  conducted  himself  in  regard  to 
the  government  of  Sp^in,  no  lest  than  by 
his  military  genius  and  valour. 

Lord  Somert  cordially  agreed  with  the 
motion  then  before  their  lordships*  and 
was  most  anxious  to  add  bis  tribute  of  ap- 
plause to  the  merits  of  the  great  officer  in 
question,  which  were  so  ably  and  justly 
eulogized  by  the  noble  earl  who  opened 
the  discussion.  He  gave  his  testimony  to 
the  trauKendent  abilities  of  lord  Welling- 
ton»  not  only  from  a  sense  of  public  duty, 
but  he  was  influenced  in  doing  it  by  his 
own  particular  obligation  to  that  excellent 
general.  He  could  tell  their  lordships, 
that  while  his  great  mind  seemed  to  be 
wholly  taken  up  with  the  important  cares 
of  his  situation,  he  bestowed  an  attention 
almost  inconceivablet  upon  the  comforts 
fo4  conveniencies  of  those  under  his  com- 
mand. Whether  they  were  suffering  from 
fatigue^  from  sickness,  or  from  privations, 
they  were  equally  the  objects  of  his  soli- 
cit^ude.  For  himself,  he  knew  that  to  a 
dear  relative  of  his  (major  Somers)  whose 
constitution  was  fast  sinking  under  the  se* 
yere  duties  of  his  station,  his  parental  kind- 
ness was  such,  that  it  preserved  a  life 
which  else  had  been  yielded  soon  after 
the  battle  of  Salamanca,  nor  prolonged  till 
thafr  period  when  he  laid  it  down  for  his 
couoiry  in  a  manner,  which  gave  him  a 
melancholy  pride  in  saying  his  son  had  so 
died*  In  alluding  thus  particularly  to  his 
own  relation,  he  was  far  from  meaning  to 
insinuate  that  his  was  a  single  case ;  lord 
ViTellington's  kindness  extended  to  all 
alike  ;   but  he  thought  it  his  duty  thus  to 

S press  his  peculiar  obligation  to  him. 
ierp  never  was,  indeed,  a  general,  as 
had  been  justly  mentioned  by  the  noble 
)ord  opposite,  who  was  less  disposed  to  sa- 
crifice the  lives  of  his  men  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  mere  personal  glory ;  but  whep 
the  services  of  his  king  and  country  re- 
quired it,  never  did  any  one  display  more 
ardour,  intrepidity,  and  gallantry.  His 
soldiers  knew  this,  and  combining  that 
knowledge  with  his  resplendent  talents, 
what  a  confidence,  he  maintained,  must  it 
tend  to  excite  throughout  the  whole  army; 
a  confidence  highly  advantageous  to  the 
cause  in  which  we  were  engaged.  He 
therefore  cordially  approved  of  t^e  motion. 


His  Boyal  Bighneai  Ae  Duke  of  Cu^- 
RBNCE,  seeing  only  one  man  belonging 
to  hia  Migeatv.'s  navy  io  the  Honee, 
except  bimsci/,  thought  himself  called 
upon,  under  these  circumstances,  to 
oftr  his  tribute  of  applause  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Wellington,  and  the  brave  army 
under  his  command.  He  had  always 
wished  that  our  men  should  have  an  op* 
poftonity  of  distinguishing  themselves  by^ 
land  as  well  as  by  sea,  in  order  to  sheir 
the  world  that  they  were  the  same  on  botla 
elements.  From  the  moment  that  lord 
Wellington  went  to  Spain  they,  had  bad 
that  opportunity,«->and  the  result  was,  that 
they  surpassed  all  the  actions  riBcof ded  ia 
the  military  annals  of  this,  or  any  other 
country,  within  the  memory  of  man.  The 
difficulties  which  the  duke  of  Marlbojroogla 
had  to  contend  with,  were  nothing-  com* 
pared  with  those  against  which  the  marquis 
of  Wellington  had  to  strug^e.  The  duke 
of  Marlborough  was  then  the  favourite*  of 
the  court,  and  had  means  amply  supplied 
him,  and  great  diversions  made  m  hie 
favour.  The  marquis  of  Wellington,  ex* 
cept  durinff  the  short  stand  made  by 
Austria,  and  the  present  effort  by  Russia, 
had  always  bad  almost  the  whole  of  the 
enormous  power  of  France  to  oppose  ia 
the  field.  It  must  afford  the  highest  ^a^^ 
tisfaction  to  the  country  that  the  army  bad 
such  a  commander  as  the  marquis  of  WoIt 
lington,  both  on  account  of  his  own  great 
talents,  and  the  example  whiclf  h^  fur- 
nished to  others.  He  nad  done  what  had 
never  been  equalled,  except,  perhaps  in 
the  Roman  History.  After  so  much  had 
been  said  on  this  subject  by  others,  be  did 
not  feel  himself  called  upon  tosayan^jjc 
thing  farthc^r,  than  that  he  fully  acknow* 
ledged  the  merits  of  the  marquis  of  W^* 
lington,  and  fi;ave  his  hearty  assent  to  the 
proposition  submitted  to  their  lordships* 

Marquis  WelUsky  felt  proud  and  grati- 
fied  by  all  that  occurred  in  the. course  of 
the  present  debate.  He  should  not  now 
intrude  on  their  lordships  at  any  length^-?* 
he  should  not  have  intruded  on  them ,  at 
all,  but  from  the  natural  wish  to  give  tbo 
(ributeof  a  brother's  feelings  to  a  brother's 
praise.  Tl^e  noble  earl  had  said,  that  only 
the  highest  powers^  of  eloquence,  chastened 
by  the  purest  taste,  coulfl  aspire  to  f|i 
adequate  eulogy  of  bis  great  talents;  btji 
be  could  assure  the  noble  earl,  that  #t  the 
very  moment  when  he  disclaimed  his9Wii 
power  to  pronounce  |)uch  ign  eu)ogy,h^h^^ 
in  fac^,  discharged  it  in  a  manner  honour* 
able  to  himselfj  honourable  to  the  CQm^ 
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try,  and  ia  the  highett  degree  juat  te  the 
e^ted  object  of  it.  He  would  ofier  no 
apology  to  their  lordships  for  presentiog 
hiuifelf  to  them  on  the  present  occasion ; 
he  was  satined  they  all  felt  nearly  the 
fame  sentimenu  as  himself;  for,  (if  he 
might  ose  so  bold  an  expression)  they 
were  all  attached  to  the  noble  general  by 
bbod;  they  all,  perhaps,  had  relations 
under  his  command,  and  they  had  heard 
the  testimony  of  a  father's  heart  as  to  the 
parental  tenderness  shewn  by  lord  Wel- 
lington to  the  flower  of  the  British  army. 
If  the  merits  of  the  great  general  coold 
bate  a  higher  and  more  eloquent  eulogiom 
than  that  pronounced  by  the  noble  Secre- 
tary of  State,  it  would  be  that  bestowed  by 
the  noble,  peer  (lord  Somers)  near  him. 
There  could  have  been  but  one  feeling 
in  the  House,  when  that  nobie  person 
apoke.  His  praise  of  the  British  general 
was  most  valuable.  He  spoke  like  a 
IMtriot.  He  had  sustained  a  deep  and 
bitter  loss,— but  he  had  sustained  it  with 
the  honourable  and  manly  feeling  of  one 
who  had  given  up  a  dear  son  for  his  coun- 
try. That  noble  lord  had  praised  the  hu- 
manity and  almost  parental  kindness  of 
lord  Wellington  to  his  officers : — he  be-' 
stowed  a  panegyric  above  all  other.  On 
the  general  subject  of  the  motion,  it  could 
scarcely  be  supposed,  that  he  (lord  Wel- 
lesley)  should  offer  any  objections.  One 
thing  only  be  had  to  observe  :  the  noble 
Secretary  had  alluded  to  the  display  of 
the  British  general's  talents  in  the  pressure 
of  retreat.  For  my  part,  said  marquis 
Wellesley,  if  I  were  called  on  to  give  my 
impartial  testimony  of  the  merits  of  your 
great  general,  I  confess,  before  Heaven,  I 
would  not  select  his  victories,  brilliant  as 
they  have  been;  I  slniuld  meotion  the 
Tery  circomstances  (though  unfortunate 
in  eome  particulars)  which  your  loFdshi|>s 
have  seen  recorded  this  day — I  would  go 
to  the  moments'  when  difficulties  pressed 
and  crowded  upon  him,— when  he  had  but 
the  choice  of  extremities, — ^when  he  was 
overhung  by  superior  strength.  It  is  to 
hb  retreau  that  I  would  go  for  the  proudest 
and  most  undoubted  evidence  of  bis  abi- 
lity. It  is  not  my  intention  to  dilate  upon 
theta  matters, — there  is  but  one  feehng 
with  respect  to  them  among  us.  The 
speech  of  the  noble  mover  was  sufficient ; 
Dot,  if  its  chasteness,  tastefulness,  and  truth 
could  have  a  want,  it  was  more  than  com- 
pensated by  the  admirable  speech  of  the 
noble  marquis  who  had  followed  l|im  in 
the  debate. 

(VOL.  XXIV.) 


The  liifd  CkancOar  then  proposed  the 
motion  ihHn  the  woolsack,  which  wat 
agreed  to  nem.  diu^ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  December  3. 

Trb  Psimcb  Regkht's  Avswer  to  thc 
Addsbss.]  The  Speaker  reported  to  the 
House,  that  th^  House  attended  his  royal 
highnesa  th*e  Prince  Regent  yesterday 
with  their  Address ;  to  which  his  Royal 
Highness  was  pleased  to  give  this  most 
gracious  Answer  ; 
<' Gentlemen; 

''  I  thank  yoii  for  tbis  loyal  Address* 
Your  warm  and  affectionate  expression* 
respecting  bis  Miyesty  are  peculiarly 
grateful  to  my  feelings.  . 

"  It  affords  me  the  utmost  satisfaction 
to  find  that  you  concur  with  me  in  tha 
representation  I  have  laid  before  you  re* 
specting  the  state  of  the  contest  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  and  that  you  cordially 
rejoice  with  me  in  the  improved  prospects 
which  have  restdted  to  this  country  and 
to  Europe,  as  well  from  the  brilljant 
achievements  of  his  Majesty's  forces  and 
those  of  his  allies  in  the  peninsula  as  firom 
the  heroic  exertions  of  Russia  in  the  north. 

"  From  your  determination  to  give  a 
firm  and  generous  support  to  the  great 
cause  in  which  his  Majesty  and  his  allies 
are  engaged,  I  derive  a  confident  hope 
that  all  the  efforts  of  our  enemies  will  be 
finally  frustrated,  and  the  security  of  the 
British  dominions  established  by  a  solid 
and  honourable  peace.'' 

Wbtmoutb  anb  Mblgombb  Rbgjs 
Elbctior — Petition  op  Votbrs.]  A  Pe- 
tition of  John  Herbert  Browne,  of  Wey« 
mouth  and  Melcombe  Regis,  in  the  county 
of  Dorset,  esq. ;  Edward  Balston,  of  Win- 
terborne  SL  Martin,  in  the  said  county  of 
Dorset,  esq.,  and  Robert  '  Penny  the 
younger,  pf  Warwick  Court,  in  the  city  of 
Westminster,  gentleman,  who  claimed  a 
right  to  vote,  and  did  vote  at  the  last  elec* 
tion  for  the  borough  and  town  of  Wey* 
mouth  and  Melcombe  Regis,  was  delivered 
in  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That,  at  the  last  election  for  members 
to  serve  for  the  said  borough  and  town, 
sir  John  Murray,  bart,  tiM  right  hon. 
Thomas  Wallace,  John  Broadhurst,  Henry 
Trail,  William  Williams,^*and  Richard 
Augustus  Tucker  Steward,  esquires,  were 
candidates,  when  the  said  sir  J.  Murray, 
T.  Wallace,  J.  Broadhurst,  and  H.  Trai\» 
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were  retoraed  cb  meBiben  to  serre  in  ptr- 
Iktienl  for  tbe  boroogh  Ukd^umn ;  tbaik 
the  poll  opon  the  said  elcctioDConUhenccil 
upon  the  1 0th  of  October,  1812,  and  ended 
on  the  ^th  of  the  said  month ;  that  Wil* 
liam  Weston  esq.,  the  mayor  and  return- 
ing officer  for  the  i^mt,  received  divers 
iHega!  totes  irt  ftvbur  of  the  nMd  t.  Wal- 
lace, J.  Broadhbr^t,  and  H.  Trail,  and  i'e- 
ibsed  divers  le^al  irotes  tendered  in  favour 
of  the  sard  W.  Wiltiams  and  R.  A.  T* 
Stevirard  ;  and  that,  at  the  said  election,  the 
sard  W.  Weston  did,  daring  the  first  twelve 
days  of  the  poll,  indifferently  receive  the 
different  voters  for  the  se Vend  candidates  as 
they  presented  theimelves  at  the  poll ; 
that  at  the  close  of  the  pbll,  6n  the  said 
twelfth  day,  tbere.was  an  illegal  majority 
of  votes  in  favour  of  tbe  members  returned 
to  serve  in  partian^nt ;  that  many  voters 
daring  the  poll  on  the  thirteenth  day  at« 
tetided  fbr  the  purpose  of  giving  their 
^tes  in'  behalf  cff  the  said  W.  Williams 
sfcnd  R.  A.  T.  Steward  ;  and  the  said  W. 
Weston,  contrary  to  his  duty  as  retaming 
officer,  and  ih  defiance  of  the  rights  of  the 
elhctors'  of  Weymouth  and  Melcombe 
Rfcgis  aforesaid,  would  not  permit  them  to 
giv^*their  votes  as  they  presented  them- 
selvbi'tb  him  for  that  purpose,  but  inftisfed 
that  a  vdter  should  be  permitted  to  vdte 
fat  the  said  sir  J.  Murray,  T.  WalUee, 
J.  Broadhurst,  and  H.  Trail,  aiid  that  a 
toter  should  be  permitted  to  vote  fcrr  the 
eaid  W.  WilK^mi  and  R.  A.  T.  Steward 
in  regular  ordeih  and  successively,  thereby 
preventing  many  persons,  who  had  h  right 
to  vote,  from  giving  their  votes  to  the  said 
W.  Williams  and  R.  A.T.  Steward^  which 
thev  would  otherwise  have  done ;  that  the 
said  W.  Weston  did;  on  the  said  tfafrteenth 
aiid  followirig  days,  refuse  t6  receive  seve- 
ral votes  for  the  said  W.  Williams  Md  R. 
A.  T.  Steward,  the  saibe  being  tendered 
afier  a  former  rott  for  them,  and  waited 
for  long  spaces  of  time  until  the  agents 
for  the  said  sir  J.  Murray,  T.  Wallace, 
J.  Broadhurst,  and  H.  Trail  proetired 
votes  fbr  them  ;  that,  in  consequence  of 
such  conduct,  large  numbers  of  votes  were 
VrhoUy  lost  to  the  said  W.  Williams  and 
R.  A.  T.  Steward,  and  the  voters  were 
prevented  from  exercising  their  elective 
franchise  ;  that  the  conduct  of  the  return- 
ing officer  wis,  in  many  other  respects, 
y»arttal  and  illegal ;  and  that,  before  and 
it  the  last  electron,  several  peers  of  par- 
li^emnent  illegally  interfered  tn  the  ^aid 
election,  in  order  to  procure  the  return  of 
tbe  said  T.  Walltice,  J.  l^adh^rst,  and 


H.  IVail,  eontrary  to  the  teadkilibn  of  this 
House>  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  kiwa 
and  eoDStitutlen  of  tkm  realm  }  and  that# 
before  and  at  the  sasd  electio*,  dtveri 
pei«onS|  holding  offices  under  the  erowii^ 
did,  by  themselves  and  thett  agentSy  inliv* 
fiire  in  the  said  election,  in  order  to  pro-^ 
cur^  the  ratun»  of  the  said  T.  Wallacti  J« 
Broadhurst,  and  H«  Trail,  contrary  to  the 
established  law  of  tbe  land,  and  in  direct 
Tfolatlon  of  the  prtvHeges  ef  this  House  $ 
and  that  the  said  T.  Wallace,  J.  Broads 
hursk^  and  H.  Trails  bj  themselves  and 
himself,  their  and  his  agents,  did,  after  tbti 
teste  and  issuing  out  of  the  writ  of  elec- 
tion, and  before  and  at  the  said  eleeiiesb 
give  to  persons  claimmg  m  right  to  roto, 
and  voting  at  the  said  election,  meat  dnd 
drink,  and  also  make  other  presents,  gtfis 
and  rewards  to  such  persons,  in  order  thet 
the  said  T^  Wallace,  J«  Broadhurst,  end 
H.  Trail,  might  he  returned  to  mrwe  Hk 
t>ariiament  for  the  said  borough  and  towa^ 
ceittrary  to  and  in  defiMce  of  the  standing 
order  of  this  House,  ind  contrary  to  tiie 
stotute  in  that  case  made  and  provided ; 
and  that  the  said  T.  Wallace,  J.  Broad* 
hurst,  and  H.  Trails  by  themselves  and 
himself,  their  aiid  his  agents,  did,  afker  the 
test/B  and  issuing  out  (k  the  said  writ  of 
election,  give  atid  advance  to  persona 
having  vote  in  such  etection,  divers  siAiia 
of  money,  in  order  to  be  returned  as  efi»re«- 
said,  contrary  to  law  abd  the  cobstitntloil 
of  the  realm:  «id  that  certain pep9ena> 
not  being  queiiied  to  vote  at  the  said  elec* 
tion,  claimed  to  vote,  4tid  were  permttted 
to  vote  at  the  said  election  by  the  said  W. 
Weston,  in  prejudice  of  the  legal  vt>tera 
of  the  said  borough  and  to#n,  atid  CM^ 
trarjr  to  the  righu  of  the  seid  borovgk 
and  town ;  and  that,  at  the  said  elecMi, 
the  said  Wi  WUliams  and  R.  A.  T.  Steward 
had  a  majority  ef  legal  votes  on  tbe  polf, 
and  ought  to  have  been  retuvned;  end 
nreyh^,  thH  the  House  will  uke  the  prei- 
mtses  into  their  consideration,  and  grant 
the  petitioners  such  relief  As  tb  the  Hota^ 
shall  seem  meet." 

Ordered  to  he  taken  into  considtenttfieii 
upon  the  9th  of  February  next. 

Bath    Election— Petition    6t    Mfc. 

AeLEN  AND  Mr.  CoLLETtlN.l      A  PotMM 

of  J6hn  Allien,  of  the  city  of  Bath,  and  &( 
Samuel  Colleton  Graves,  of  HemMtt^ 
Fort,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  esquti^, 
was  delivered  in  iand  read ;  letting  forHl,' 
*'  That  at  the  last  election  of  tw6  citr- 
zens  to  represent  the  city  of  Bath  in  thih 
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prcMil  iMrliMQMH,  the  pctaitoneiY;  tbe 
right  hon.  John  Tbyano  6»q.  comiDQiily 
called  lond  John  Tliynnt,  and  Cbtrlfi 
Pftlowr,  •tq,  were  candid^lfs;  9n4  that 
thm  noiice  of  Ihe  said  election  ww  l>ot  in 
pmrsganoe  to  the  aher^'s  precept,  and  that 
Joseph  Phillott,  Ike  then  mayor  igad  re- 
tefBM^  officer,  aded  «^ith  givoai  partiality, 
and  refaaad  to  admit  the  petitionert  as 
eandidalea^  though  daly  qualified  hy  law 
to  be  ao,  and  legally  pro|mad  at  the  said 
election;  and  that  the  said  Jmepb  Philr 
brift,  ihe  reiurninff  officer,  with  ^l  oihei!i« 
•atf'appouMed,  ckJaiing  to  be  freeaieo» 
ware  ^ndsmrely  prooei^iog  to  elac^  two 
jnamben  of  parliament  in  the  GiHfaihaU, 
Am  doon  ^f  whieh  were  cloied  on  the 
4iieamitn  and  citisena  of  the  aaid  city,  a^ 
Ae  hear  appotnlad  for  the  election  t# 
«aomieQee,  being  aUo  eaarded  ^y  aheve 
eo  raffians  called  blqageoo*ine9,  nkm 
were  prelected  iq  all  their  grew  onira^e^ 
wod  ▼ioleaee  en  the  freemett  and  citi- 
aens  of  the  eaid  cily,  contrary  lo  tbe 
leeecbm  of  aleclioB,  the  ezpreia  law  of 
Ibe  lead,  aoi^  the  privilegeB  of  tl^e  Houas, 
sad  so  continoied  tiU  the  QoiUball  was 
ilwQwo  open  with  seme  yiolMice  from 
^boot;  and  that  the  fierham  Act  was 
mmt  read»  Ihoagfa  repeatedly  required ;  and 
elsat  on  trif  ial  pretenees,  and  vithoat  Wf 
jnalifiabie  reason,  a  large  military  iaroe 
wmaintrddneed  into  Ihe  said  city,  iur'mf; 
4im  atediaq,  to  disperaa  a  pontic  of  the 
4ireemen  iegail^  assembled,  and  topeeKent 
aba  esaocise  of  their  etaatife  franchise 
cantrary  to  Ibeir  ridbts  and  the  priffikye 
^ftbe  tionse;  and  that  the  saiid  JjMepfa 
^iUott,  as  letiurniAg  oSoer,  reCssed  to 
adaoit  amajarky  of  Ae  DreemAn  of  the 
iflnid  ci^  to  .vote  for,  the  petitieoam^  and 
4idmitted  to  ToSa  at  the  said  election  onl^ 
4M  persons,  ityiing  theasseWes  the  mayor, 
4ilderaien,  oaoEunon  .ooaneil  and  irfsemen 
«f  the  city  of  Bath,  most  of  whom  hare 
been  iUegally  admitted  to  the  freedom  of 
4be  said  city,  and  meat  of  whom  are  also 
.baocnrary  freemen  not  auatified  tefote, 
4beff«by  gifing  to  8€  seli-appaintod  indi- 
▼idoala  die  eadasire  nght  of  choosing 
two4«presefitatifes  fer  a  city  contaiaiaf  a 
papolation  of  S5,000  peiaons»  and  oKolnd- 
ing  the  .whole  body  of  the  freemen  who 
hme  legally  andt)ssi0titotienaMy4ihtained 
<4be  right  Of  firaedoln  in  ihe  aaid  city,  and 
who  bave  .▼eted  in  the  election  of  mem- 
beiB  toaepresent  the  city  of  Balb  «s  par- 
liament feoas  time  iesmemorial,  till  they 
•were  iik  gaily  deprived  of  ahe  same  by  tbs 
1 4>f  «  ■ew.cidar  nf  jwraoM  sty  1- 


iag  themtaWes  freejnen,  who  pQc<diMe  the 
same  at  250L  each,  and  which  sum  it  nerer 
accpaoted  for  to  the  legal  freemen,  thfragb 
they  j^e  entitled  to  partalce  of  the  receipts 
of  the  estates  l>eIonging  to  the  freemen  of 
the  said  city,  and  that  uie  right  of  electing 
two  mtmhpn  to  represent  the  city  of  Bath 
has  been  afurped  by  SO  individuals,  many 
of  whom  do  not  or er  reside  in  ik»  s^id 
city,  iMid  others  bold  sinecure  places  and 
pensiotfp  to  a  great  amount  in  the  court  of 
Exchequer,  Lottery  Office,  Stamp  Office^ 
and  other  sitoatiani  under  goremmenty 
and  that  the  said  Joseph  Pbilli^t,  as  mayor 
and  returning  pfficar,  refused  to  fida>^  » 
miplity  of  le^al  yotef  who  desired  to  vote- 
lor  Afi,  pi^titioners,  and  receiTed  folbers 
who  bad  not  been  duly  admitted  tp  their 
freedom  IP  TCte  for  the  sining  membersp 
wb^MTcby  a  colourable  mtyoijity  w%s  obtain- 
ed C»r  tod  John  Thynne  and  Charles  Pat- 
9mf  mh$  Wibo  were  not  duly  qualified  to 
I^preiai4  ibc  wd  city  as  th^  law  directs; 
a#d  praying  such  relief  as  to  tba  lionas 
shall  appear  meet." 

Qrdeccd  to  be  taken  into  conaideration 
jupontbs  iltb  of  Fabraary  next. 

Vote  or  Thinks  to  ths  .  Mae^^is 
or  Wbluvotoh  —  Victoby  qw  Sam^ 
]HA«€A.]  Lord  Caukna^  rose,  parsnaat 
to  the  notice  ha  bad  given  on  a  former 
Alay,  toicall  the  attention  of  the  Hoase  to 
the  fervices  rendissed  to  their  country  by 
thiit  gallant  officer,  generaLtbe  marquis  o!f 
Wellington,  aod  the  braTe  army  uoder  his 
^HWVnand  daring  the  last  campaign  in 
Spabif  aad  psi;ticnlarly  to  those  by  w^hich 
they  bad  signaUsed   themselves    in   the 

glorious  and  ever-memorable  battle  of  Sa^ 
imftnca.  He  was  sure  he  should  forget 
his  duty  to  the  House,  the  country,  and  to 
that  illustrious  officer  and  his  army,  if  on. 
this  occasion  he  were  to  intro4uce  into 
^the  discussion  any  matter  that  might 
cause  a  contraveraud  feeling  respecting 
the  policy  of  the  war  in  the  peninsula,  apd 
more  aspeojally  if  be  were  to  offi^r  any 
thingraspecting  Ihe  conduct  of  his  jVIajes« 
ty's  OAinisters  in  connection  with  tbe  b^* 
jeot  of  tbe  motion  he  was  %boot  to  submit 
to  the  House.  Any  charges  that  might  be 
piaferntd  against  ibem  for  the  mode  in 
whicb  that  war  bad  been  conducted,  they 
would  be  bappy  to  meet  on  a  future  day* 
On  tbJB»  Ibey  boped  it  would  not  be  ne* 
oassary,  a*  it  was  their  wish  to  bring  for- 
wird  nothing  thatmigbtdivide  the  feelings 
Mike  Hooae  and- tbe  pubUc,  and  abi^tract 
.t^hefn  faom  that  sab^cti  on  whicb  all  de* 
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lighted  to  dwell  with  admiration  and  gra- 
titode.  At  the  same  time,  however,  whi'c 
^e  wished  to  gaard  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  any  matter  on  which  a  difference  of 
opinion  might  exist;  he  thought  it  would 
not  jhe  just  to  the  army,  and  more  parti<- 
cularly,  be  thought,  it  would  not  be  just 
to  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  if  he  were 
to  confine  himself  to  the  feelings  excited 
by  that  great  transaction,  considered  as  an 
insulated  affair,  brilliant  as  it  was  in  itself, 
and  great  and  glorious  as  it  was^ — and  a 
more  glorious  action  had  never  adorned 
the  annals  of  this  or  any  other  great  mili- 
tary power :  for  he  was  proud  to  say,  this 
country  had  become  a  great  fnilitary 
power,  though  formerly  looked  to  princi- 
pally as  a  naval  one  by  the  other  iiations 

^  of  Europe,  ftut  still  he  contended,  it 
would  be  to  let  down  and  to  undervalue 
the  victory  of  Salamanca,  if  it  were- to  be 
brought  before  the  House  unconnected 
with  other  considerations,  and  not  as  it 
stood,  coimected  on  the  grand  scale  of  the 
military  operations  of  which  it  formed  so 
pre-eminent  a  part.  This  was  not  a  victory 
which  had  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  lord 
Wellington,  which  he  had  been  able  to  ac- 
complish/ and  gloriously  accomplish,  on 
tbe  instant ;  but  It  was  a  transaction  which 
wound  up  a  military  ojbjeet,  the  resdt  of 
long  preparation  And  of  foresight,  in  which 
the  application  of  just  principles  was  so 
interwoven  with  various  circumstances, 
that  be  should  fail  in  his  duty  to  the  army, 
and  to  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  if  he 
Were  not  shortly  and  generally  to  describe 
the  causes  which  had  Ted  to  the  Victory  of 

,  balamanca,  and  its  consequent  advantages. 
The  Hotsse  would  recollect,  that  at  the 
close  of  the  former,  and  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  campaign,  lord  Wel- 
lington, after  dispossessing  Massena  of 
Portugal,  had  made  himielf  master  of  Al- 
meida, but  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Badajoz 
were  still  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Both  armies  had  retired  into  winter 
<]iiarters,  and  remained  for  some  time  in 
inactivity  on  account  of  the  season;  but 
such  vigorous  preparations  for  renewing 
bostilities  were  made  by  the  marquis  of 
Wellington  so  early  as  January,  (a  period 
at  which,  even  in  that  clime,  armies  have 
seldom  been  occupied  in  preparing  to 
teke  the  field)  that  in  that  month  he  was 
enabled  to  lay  siege  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo. 
Nothine  higher  to  the  praise  of  the  mar- 
quis of  Wellington  could  be  said,  than  that 
lie  had  completed  his  preparations  for  this 
operation  with  such  activity  and  Mcvecy, 


that  he  was  enabled  to  reduce  this  fortress 
(which  was  one  of  a  roost  respectable  de- 
cription)  before  marshal  Marmqnt  was 
able  to  call  his  troops  from  their  winter 
cantonments,  and  advance  ftirther  than 
Salamanca.  Lord  Wellington  having  got 
possession  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  meditated 
an  advance  on  Badajoz,  and  his  arrange* 
ments  consequent  on  this  design  were 
made  with  so  much  expedition  and  se- 
crecy, that  marshal  Marmont  balieved  the 
English  army  to  be  still  at  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo, when  seren  of  eight  divisions  had 
arrived  at  Badajoz.  He  attacked  this  for* 
tress,  which  was  stronger  and  of  more  im- 
portance than  that. of  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
early  in  the  month  of  March,  and  carrwd 
on  the  works  with  such  vigour  and  aim* 
crity,  that  the  French  armies  of  the  north 
and  of  Portugal,  under  Soult  and  Mar- 
mont,  were  unable  to  relieve  it,  and  it  was 
even  confessed  by  Soult,  an  officer  of  great 
ability,  in  explaining  to  the  war  minister 
of  France  the  causes  of  the  loss  of  Ba- 
dajoz—it  was  admitted  in  his  dispatches  to 
Berthier,  which  were  intercepted,  that  lord 
Wellington  had  taken  Badajoz  in  the  foce 
of  two  armies,  each  of  which  in  strength 
was  equal  to  his  own.  It  was  stated  by 
Soult  that  the  army  nnder  lord  Wellingtoa 
was  not  superior  to  that  under  his  com- 
mand, nor  to  that  commanded  by  Mar- 
mont;  ^but  be  stated  the  difficulty  of  as- 
sembling troops  to  be  so  great,  andi  the  rm^ 
pidity  of  lord  Wellington's  movemenu  to 
be  so  extraordinary  ran  admission  most 
honourable  to  the  gallant  marquis,  more 
particularly  as  it  came  from  an  enemy)» 
his  operations  carried  on  with  sach  ce- 
lerity, the  siege  pressed  vrithLSOch  vigour, 
and  the  assault  made  with  such  gallantry, 
as  to- exceed^  his  calculalioos  :  so  that 
he  had  only  reached  Albuera  with  bi» 
army,  on  his  way  to  relieve  the  fortress, 
when  he  received  inteliiffence  that  it  had 
fallen.  These  services  then,  it  would  be 
seen,  lord  Wellington  had  accomplished 
under  circumstances  of  greitt  difficulty. 
He  bad  taken  two  important  fortresses,  in 
the  presence  of  two  armies,  respectively 
equal  in  numbers  to  his  own,  and  in  soch  a 
way  as  to  extort  from  the  French  com- 
manders an  acknowledgment,that  all  their 
preparations  w^re  rendered  useless,  and 
all  their  effi>rts  foiled.  Lord  Welliogt<m 
having  done  these  serrices,  which  of 
themselves  would  have  appeared  most 
splendid  in  the  career  of  an  individual  less 
illustrious  than  himself,  and  completed 
tl^tt  taak  w|uch  had  been  the  glorious  oIh 
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ject  of  a  former  campaign,  and  expelled 
the  enemy  from  the  country  of  an  ally  al- 
ways wound  up  in  the  interest  and  affec* 
lions  of  England — Portugal.  After  this 
be  bad  sdit  a  great  object  before  biro ;  it 
was  for  him  to  direct  his  force  so  as  to 
effect  what  be  might  be  capable  of  doing 
for  the  interest  of  Spain,  with  a  view  to 
repel  the  inrading  army.  Lord  Welling- 
ton bad  now  to  compare  bis  army  with 
that  of  the  enemy,  and  to  deliberate  on 
what  would  be  the  probable  result  of  the 
eampttign.  Though  the  army  under  him 
was  certainly  both  respectable  and  im- 
portant, yet  when  he  compared  it  with 
the  means  of  the  enemy,  a  rery  grave 
prospect  appeared  before  him,  and  be 
certainly  could  not  flatter  himself  with  a 
resolt  like  that  which  bad  crowned  bis 
measure  The  French  armies  were  so 
strong,  though  the  successes  of  lord  WeU 
Itngton  had  caused  their  strength  to  be 
frequently  under-rated  in  this  country,  and 
indeed  by  the  world  at  large ;  that  the 
gaHant  marquis  did  not  expect  to  be  en- 
abled with  bis  means  to  drire  them  out  of 
Spain,  (as  many  8an|;nine  persons  did), 
but  be  fek  that  he  might  force  >hem  to 
abandon  the  military  bold  they  had  at  that 
time  ;  that  grasp  oi  the  country,  on  which 
alooe  the  French  must  ground  their  hopes 
of  oltiDMite  snccess.  These,  unless  they 
could  now  retain,  he  would  rentore  to  say 
Jthey  were  farther  off  the  consummation 
of  their  hopes,  than  at  any  period  of  the 
four  years  during  which  the  war  had  been 
continued  in  the  peninsula.  He  would 
repeat  it^  unless  the  moral  subjugation  of 
Ibe  people  could  be  efiected,  whieh  the 
military  possession  of  the  country  could 
alcMie  secure,  the  French  were  further  from 
the  end  they  had  in  view  than  at  any  pe- 
riod of  the  iast  four  years.  The  noble 
lord  did  not  look  at  that  time  to  the  com- 
plete expulsion  of  the  enem^  from  Spain, 
«]id  this  he  distinctly  stated  m  his  commu- 
nications with  bis  government ;  he  (lord 
Castlereagh)  did  not  speak  of  what  be 
might  iiavo  written  to  iiidividuab ;  but  to 
Ukmc  under  whom  he  served,  the  language 
of  lord  Wellington  was  this :  "  If  1  can  re- 
duce the  two  fortresses  (Ciudad  Rodrigo 
and  Badajoz),  and  place  Portugal  under 
4beir  protection,  my  next  operation  shall 
be  directed  to  the  south  of  Spain,  to  de- 
prive the  enemy  of  the  resources  they 
possess  in  Seville ;  or  if  I  oblige  them  to 
collect  an  army  to  defend  them,  I  shall 
iben  compel  them  to  raise  the  siege  of 
^Cadisk    If  (jrom  fiadajoa  I  caa  advance 


into  Andalusia,  this  will  be  my  object." 
Wh^n  lord  Wellington  had  reduced  Ba« 
dajos,  in  consequence,  certainly,  of  a  cir- 
cumstance for  which  he  was  not  respon- 
sible, the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Spa* 
niards  to  revictual  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  he 
was  obliged  to  march  to  protect  that 
fortress,  and  secure  that  interesting  frontier 
of  Portugal.  The  noble  lord  afterwards 
stated,  that  he  did  not  altogether  regret 
tbat  circumstances  had  caused  him  to  di- 
rect an  operation  in  the  north  instead  of  the 
south,  as  he  had  intended ;  and  be  hoped, 
as  he  found  himself  at  the  head  of  an 
army  to  which  be  could  look  witb  confi- 
dence for  success  in  an  action  with  Mar- 
mont,  he  might  in  that  quarter,  more  par- 
ticularly if  Castile  were  thrown  open,  be 
able  to  do  that  which  would  deliver  Anda* 
lusia  more  completely  than  if,  as  be  had 
first  intended  after  the  capture  of  Badajoi^ 
he  had  advanced  against  the  French  in 
that  province  itself.  The  climate  also  be 
found  more  favourable  to  bis  soldiers,  and 
be  advanced  with  a  perfect  confidence  in 
the  moral  qualities  and  physical  force  of 
his  army.  He  (lord  C.)  begged  the  Hoose 
to  bear  this  in  mind.  Lord  W^ington 
did  make  an  irruption  into  Castile.  He 
drove  the  French  from  Salamanca,  and 
advanced  upon  the  line  of  the  Douro. 
Though  at  the  commencement  of  these 
operations,  his  army  was  such  tbat  be 
could  court  a  general  action  with  Mar« 
mont,  when  he  arrived  upon  the  line  of 
the  Douro,  this  was  no  longer  the  cue. 
The  French,  as  was  their  practice,  sacri- 
ficed all  the  hold  they  bad  of  the  coeotry, 
by  withdrawing  their  troops  from  the  se* 
veral  fortresses  they  had  previously  occu- 
pied, to  make  bead  against  lord  Welling* 
ton.  Before  the  battle  of  Salamanc«» 
Marmont  was  reinforced  from  Leon  and 
Estremadura,  from  the  army  of  Caf- 
farelli,  and  from  the  armv  of  Madrid. 
From  that  moment  lord  Wellington  said» 
'^  I  am  not  prepared  to  risk  a  general 
battle,  unless  I  find  that  upon  military 
grounds  I  engage  you  with  a  prospect  of 
succeu.''  ThisTord  Wellington  laid  down 
as  tbe  principle  on  which  be  would  act — a 
principle  in  every  respect  correct,  and  con- 
sistent with  his  genius.  It  was  not  for  us 
to  court  general  enga^ments  in  the  ab« 
stract  The  French  might  wish  to  do  so; 
but  lord  Wellington  felt,  that  while  he  re- 
mained in  Spain  with  such  an  army^  the 
country  never  could  be  conquered ;  and  it 
was  his  object  to  make  tbe  French  aban- 
don, all  but  tbe  ground  onwhicb  they 
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stood,  tHl  he  ftiand  them  ia  such  a  sikoa* 
two  OS  would  enable  him  to  turn  it  to 
their  discomfiture  and  deieat.  Upon  -these 
pnaciples  he  acted  up  to  the  battle  of  8a- 
iansanca,  and  when  the  French  crossed  the 
Douro»  (an  opportunity  of  which  lord 
Wellington  could  not  deprive  them  from 
btiBg  in  possession  of  tlie  fords  and 
bridges,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  htm, 
with  an  inferior  army,  to  make  theDooro 
a  military  position,)  he  then  retreated ;  but 
his  retreat  was  made  on  this  prindple-*- 
f'  If  you  give  me  an  advantage,  I  will  at* 
tack  you,  but  otherwise  I  wwl  net  p«t  to 
the  risk  of  a  single  battle  the  cause  of  the 
penittsiila,  which  may  uhimateiy  triumph 
wttliout  such  a  sacriftoe/'  Ajsd  what  was 
tliefesultofthfsileterminatien?  itledie 
tbat  gveat  action,  whieh  net  only  filled 
thf  nation  with  gratitude,  but  inspirited 
oth^r  countries  to  oppose  the  aggressions 
of  France— an  actioii|  ef  which  it  was 
justly  said,  on  a  former  evening,  tl^at,  in 
tile  history  of  all  the  battles  which  the 
campaign  ia  Spain,  or  in  any  other  coun* 
try,  presented,  there  was  none  which  could 
be  less  imputed  to  chance  than  the  battle 
of  Ssftamanca.  It  was  not  one,  the  armies 
aiigaged  ia  which  met  but  the  hour  before 
Ikiy  engaged,  and  decided  the  straggle 
by  torce  of  arms  unaided  by  policy ;  but 
it  was  a  battle  Isugbt  between  two  great 
•rmiee  (for  they  both  were  great)  nearly 
equal  in  numbers,  though  a  superiority 
was  «ertaio)y  on  Ihe  eide  of  the  enemy, 
after  looking  at  each  other,  and  not  only 
looking  at  each  other,  but  watching,  ma- 
npMHFring  in  each  others  presence  for  an 
advantageous  opportunity  of  attack,  frem 
the  16th  of  July  to  the  82<i  of  that  month, 
the  day  on  which  the  giorious  and  erer- 
nsemoraWe  battleof  Salamanca  wasfought. 
—Without  going  into  the  detail,  which  he 
thought  unnecessary,  as  every  English, 
man  must  be  familiar  with  it,  from  having 
Mad  the  OazeMe  with  the  highest  interest 
and  delight  over  and  over  again;  he 
would  repeat  that  this  was  a  victory 
achieved  after  man^iuvres  the  most  com- 
plicated, where  two  armies  were  long  in 
eight  of  each  other,  each  observing  what 
the  other  did,  and  trying,  by  every  effovt 
.  of  military  skill,  to  take  advantage  of  any 
errors  that  might  occur.  The  greatness 
ef  his  mind  was  the  admiration  of  all 
Europe.  In  him  was  seen  a  general  not 
tenacious  of  what  might  be  said  by  his 
enemies,  not  putting  to  risk  his  army  to 
maintain  a  particular  position,  but  saynif 
to  himself  and  to  fan  govemment,  «<  I-wil 


even  do  that  which  must  at  all  times  be 
painful  to  a  commander,  I  will  r^reat  be-« 
lore  the  enemy.  I  will  even  retreat  te 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  rather  than  give  any  ad- 
vantage to  the  enemy;  but  if,  in  the 
course  of  my  retreat,  I  can  take  any  opw 
portunity  of  attacking  him  with  a  prospect 
of  success  ;^if  bis  weakntes,  or  my  ad^ 
dress,  shoald  enable  me  to  take  any  wA* 
vantage  of  him,  wiibout  commixing  my 
own  army,  without  committing  my  ooon* 
try,  and  above  all  without  commiiting 
that  great  interest  entrusted  to  my 
care,  then  will  I  revenge  the  crimes  by 
which  France  has  disgraced  herself;  and 
attacidag  the  enemy  with  that  spirit  and 
firmness  which  belongs  to  my  natnrfi 
make  him  fsel  what  my  countrymen  ava 
oapable  of  e£bcting  in  such  a  cause.''-** 
Such  had  been  the  object,  and  each  was 
the  kaguage  of  enr  ilUMtrieus  comnunder; 
and  the  prood  and  ever^tnemorable  vie* 
lory  of  Salamanca  grew  out  of  this  respki* 
tion.  He  asked  the  House,  wiietber  be 
had  not  faithfully  performed  the  promised 
object,  by  a  battle^  than  whidi  ther^  was 
never  one  foof^  more  nobly,  or  mkA 
more  advantage  to  the  common  oauvi 
Twenty  thousand  men  bad  been  pat  toe 
de  comkttt ;  and  the  advan^ge  would  have 
been  still  greater,  had  net  night,  and  tie 
force  of  nature,  interfored  topmvent  aH 
tbose  results  which  wese  aspired  after. 
The  loss  of  the  French  army  in  the  figte, 
and  through  the  eonseqaenoes  wbicb  aata* 
rally  resubod  from  it,  could  sMt  be  estiiaa» 
ted  at  less  than  the  above  namber*  He 
contended,  that  the  plan  of  campaign,  as 
originally  conceived  by  loud  Wellington, 
(which  did  not  aspire  to  eftct  the  to^ 
ezpolsioo  of  the  enemy,  wbose  expulaieiH 
on  loiiitary  principles,  was  not  to  be*ex» 
peeled,  even  firom  a  victory  gloriooe  as 
that  of  Salamanca)  had  been  perfectly  rea- 
lised. The  otgeot  of  lord  Wellington's 
operations  in  Ai%  north  was  to  force  the 
ene^iy  to  quit  his  bold  of  the  country  ia 
the  south,  and  to  do  that  whtdi  the  French 
officers  were  instrueted  by  their  govern- 
ment never  to  do,  if  it  cea4d  by  possibility 
be  avoided,  namely,  to  raise  the  siege  of 
Cadis.  The  French  government  wias 
a£raid  of  the  mpral  efteou  of  their  raising 
the  siege  of  Cadis,  and  hence  these  orders; 
as  they  believed  that  while  ^ey  appealed 
in  strength  before  Cadiz,  the  world  wonld 

S' ve  them  credit  for  being  strong  in  Spain, 
e  put  it  to  the  Hous^,  then,  if  the  opera- 
tions of  lord  Wellington  had  not  compeMed 
the  enemy  loebaa4on.the  siege  of  CacNa, 
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the  wiMie  of  Attdaloila,  and  left  thefli  witb- 
dot  any  force  to  the  westirard  of  Altcant. 
Wbat  was  tlie  sitvatian  of  Aiain  aft  pteaant } 
Lord  WellingtoB  had  aaid,  that  bat  for 
oaa  tttifbrtiinate  circomstaoce  the  auetass 
#f  tile  campaign  wotild  bare  been  ctrtain. 
Soceess  weold  have  been  certbki>  had  net 
aha  French  collected  the  whole  «f  their 
diapoaabte  forcci  amounting  to  not  leas  than 
70  or  80,000  men,  upon  the  Tormet>  and 
eeaipelted  lord  Wellington  pmdentiatly  to 
make  a  retreat,  a  retreat  which  was  more 
like  the  prelude  to  a  Tietory  than  a  proof 
cf  disaftter.  The  enemy  bad  only  been 
eombled  to  compel  him  to  retreat  by  an 
abdication  of  etery  military  principle 
wbkb  had  lre«lated  their  cendact  belbret 
K  Madrid  had  been  a  position  of  military 
kftportanee,  wblcb  it  was  net,  the  case 
would  have  been  natertally  diiftrent  from 
what  it  at  present  appeared.  Lord  Wel'^ 
lingtob  bad  hot  taken  possession  of  it  as  a 
military  position,  nOr  bad  he  advanced 
upon  it  for  the  tain  glory  of  taking  the 
enemy's  capital,  he  did  nothing  for  mere 

Earade^ie  Went  there  on  this  principle ; 
e  knew  that  unless  by  advancing  he 
tbfe#  a  Isl^e  force  on  the  flank  of  Soalt, 
he  could  nt»t  make  that  general  d(r  what 
was  really  the  object  of  his  op^^ations-i- 
raise  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  while  Andalusia 
tad  the  southern  prorinces  of  8pain  were 
deliTered  from  the  enemy.  What,  too, 
Was  Che  result  of  these  operations  ?  The 
Firench;  in  consequence,  did  abandon 
CadiK ;  they  had  since  abandoned  Madrid, 
and  thus  had  lost  the  moral  cont^uest  of 
Sjf»ain.  They  were  obliged  to  eraeoate 
the  capital  in  their  turns  as  well  as  us,  and 
^re  now  only  in  possession  of  the  ground 
on  which  they  stood,  and  as  hx  as  ever 
tiroiti  efibcting  th^  mtlitary  or  moral  sub* 
jugation  of  the  country.  And,  he  should 
be  glad  to  knoW  a  positioh  in  which  a 
French  ^rmy  could  be  placed,  less  useful 
to  tbeniselTes  or  less  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terests of  Earope  ?  But  if  they  were  to 
tneasufe  the  influence  of  the  victory  of 
balamanca  only  by  what  it  had  produced 
in  Spkin,  he  wouM  say,  their  estimate  of 
Its  value  would  be  most  unfair,  most  un- 
wi^,  nrost  untrue,  in  the  circumstances  in 
Which  Europe  was  at  present  pkiced.  Did 
tbe  House  imagine  that  that  spirit  of  re- 
sistance which  grew  out  of  that  House,  or 
rather  out  of  that  people  tbev  represented 
in  that  House,  (for  he  should  like  to  know 
what  ministers  could  have  retained  their 
situations  in  this  country,  who  at  such  a 
period   bad  not  obeyed  the  onirersal  im- 


piriit  aad  tomad  tbair  bncka  on  tbe  efttt ^ 
tkma  of  SpttiB)  did  they  tbiak  that  thai 
spirit  hast  nothing  to  do  with  that  wbtcb 
had  rtcebtly  nianifested  itself  in  anotlupr 
part  of  the  worM  ?  Even  the  retreat  erf 
lord  Wellington  to  Torres  Vedfas  had 
been  of  service  to  that  power  which  norw^ 
awakeitod  to  a  sense  of  its  own  strength, 
had  rcaiated  and  chastisad  tbe  power  of 
France,  and  from  which  so  oiceb  mieht  be 
angurvd  for  Eofrope.  Bot  with  Rasaia,^he 
hopes  excited  by  tbe  Spanish  realstatioe 
did  not  end  :  beginning  al  the  extremity^ 
it  was  to  be  hoped  its  influence  would  ex- 
tend further  into  £urope^-to  those  powefa 
which  now,  indeed,  appeared  ta  form  a 

Cart  of  tbe  strength  of  Francer^  b«t  wbkki 
I  fa^i,  were  only  unnaturally  connected 
with  her,  he  meant  the  who4e  power  #f 
Germany.  Such  were  the  eflbcta  reftalt^ 
ing  from  this  battle;  and  which  tbe  Hoose 


ngl 


mftht  justly  trace  to  itself,  as  well  as  t^ 
its  brave  army,  and  its  distingmbad  ge^ 
neeal.  Did  the  House  know  that  tha  eha*\ 
racter  of  the  great  battle  of  Botodino^  for 
it  wa^  a  great  battle,  was  partly  caUled  by 
lord  Wellington;  a  battle  greater  \Y^n/ 
that  of  Ey laa,  greater  than  that  of  Asperni 
and  that  in  which  the  powet*  of  France 
had  received  one  of  the  severest  ehacks  ti 
had  ever  received.  In  that  great  battle,  hi 
which  70  or  80,000  men  laid  down  their 
lives,  it  was  consoling  to  know  that  prince  ^ 
KutusofF  had  It  in  his  power,  on  the  molrn<» 
ing  of  that  day,  to  animate  l)is  troops  by 
telling  them  of  tbe  glory  gained  by  the 
English  on  the  plains  of  balamanca^-^Did 
not  the  House  feel  thnt  it  most  be  most 
annnating  to  the  Russian  army  to  know  thai 
the  marquis  of  Wellington  had  at  Sala<k 
manca  completely  touted  the  Fh-e^cb 
army  ?  To  be  told,  that  if  they  stood  to 
the  enemy  Kke  Englishmen,  they  would 
achieve  as  great  a  triumph,  and  as  great 
a  triumph  they  did  achiete  ?  FoV,  though  / 
from  various  circumstances  it  was  found 
ithpos^ble  to  follow  up  that  victory,  still 
it  was  a  victory,  than  which  a  proudet 
tHumpfa  never  was  obtamed  by  tbe  forces 
of  any  country.-«-In  that  action,  that  dis^ 
tin  guished  general  pHnceQ&gration,  whose 
loss  we  had  since  to  deplore,  with  50,000 
men,  repelled  the  whole  military  power  of 
France  directed  to  one  point.  But  it  wal 
hot  at  Borodmo  only  that  lord  Wellington 
had  served  the  cause  of  Russia  by  the 
influence  of  his  actions,  and  where  the 
moral  effects  of  his  victory  were  found-* 
they  pervaded  the  whole  Russian  empire. 
Russia  had  been  assisted  by  hii  military 
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coiiEiciU.  The  principle  on  which  RuMia 
bad  acted  on  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
was  that  which  was  recommended  by  the 
marquts  of  Wellington.  He  had  said,  if 
Russia  adopted  that  system  she  was  safe. 
It  was  on  that  principle  that  he  had  for- 
merly defended  Portugal ;  so  that  Russia 
might  be  supposed  to  have  derired  equal 
benefit  from  his  councils  and  example. 
At  the  moment  the  French  had  taken 
Moscow,  it  was  some  consolation  to  our 
allies  to  know  that  lord  Wellington,  by 
pursuing  a  plan  similar  to  that  on  whicn 
they  were  acting,  had  taken  Madrid; 
and  what  was  more,  that  he  had  forced 
the  enemy  to  give  up  that  which,  for 
more  than  two  years,  they  had  anxiously 
carried  on—the  siege  of  Cadiz.  It  was 
immediatel}!  subsequent  to  their  receiving 
.Intelligence  of  this,  that  Murat  met  with 
that  defeat  which  sealed  the  necessity  of 
Buonaparte's  retreat  from  Moscow.  The 
efiects,  then,  of  the  battle  of  Salamanca 
were  to  be  traced  not  only  in  Spain,  but 
in  Russia;  and  not  only  in  Russia,- but 
through  all  the  world ;  its  ramifications 
were  felt  to  excite  those  who  suffered 
under  the  tyrant  of  France  to  rise  to  re« 
sistance.  There  was  yet  one  other  extra- 
ordinary and  most  important  result  seen 
proceeding  from  the  battle  of  Salamanca, 
in  the  cononest  it  gave  lord  Wellington 
over  Spain  nerself;  for  he  would  put  it  to 
the  House,  with  their  knowledge  of  the 
pride  of  the  Spaniards,  their  distinguished 
pride,  their  honourable  pride,  and,  in 
many  instances,  their  useful  pride,  for  he 
did  not  know  but  that  their  pride  opposed 
a  more  efifectual  bar  to  foreign  conquest 
than  almost  any  other  nation  could  op* 
pose  to  it— he  put  it,  then,  to  the  House, 
what  must  be  the  effect  of  lord  Welling- 
ton's exploits  on  the  Spanish  mind,  what 
the  ascendancy  of  character  which  he  had 
gained,  when  the  united  voice  of  the 
whole  nation  gave  him  the  command  of 
their  whole  miliury  means.  If  a  proof 
were  wanting  of  the  universality  of  this 
feeling  in  the  Spanish  people ;  if  a  proof 
were  wanting  that  that  honour  was  not 
conferred  on  bim  merely  by  the  majority 
of  the  Spanish  councils^  the  Cortes  or  the 
Regency,  they  could  bring  it  to  no  better 
test,  than  wa$  furnished  by  the  conduct  of 
that  unfortunate  officer  general  Ballasteros, 
to  whose  neglect  and  disobedience  of  the 
orders  he  received  was  in  no  small  degree 
attributable  the  speedy  advance  of  the 
enemy.  What,  however,  was  the  result 
of  this  test  f    It  appeared  in  his  case,  that 


so  far  from  finding  any  support  in  the  po» 
pulation  of  the  country,  or  in  the  army 
which  he  commanded,  which  was  warmly 
attached  to  bim,  and  which  he  had  often 
led  to  victory,  he  found  no  one  to  stand 
by  him.  Even  that  particular  division  of 
his  army,  which  had  till  then  considered 
its  fame  as  bound  up  in  him,  did  not 
furnish  a  man  to  stand  by  him  on  the 
principles  he  avowed  respecting  the  ap« 
4>ointment  of  lord  Wellington.  He  was 
made  a  prisoner  by  his  own  soldiers,  and 
delivered  up  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
received  from  Cadiz.  This  was  a  con- 
quest over  national  feeling  most  glorious 
to  lord  Wellington,  and  he  trusted  he 
would  now  induce  the  Spaniards  to  sur* 
render  all  their  prejudices.  This  was  a 
triumph  for  the  gallant  marquis  greater 
than  bad  ever  been  obtained  by  any  other 
man,  and  perhaps  it  was  the  proudest 
trophy  of  lord  Wellington's  greatness, 
that  he  had  not  merely  defeated  the 
French  armies,  but  that  he  bad  conquered 
the  moral  feeling  of  Spain,  however  laud- 
able and  useful  that  feeling  might  be  on 
other  occasions.  It  must  be  admired  for 
the  sake  of  the  common  cause,  that  bis 
conduct  had  occasioned  the  surrender  of 
old  national  prejudices.  The  general  con- 
duct of  Spam  was  a  point  on  which  some 
controversy  might  arise,  and  therefi>re  it 
was  one  which  he  wished  to  reserve  for 
another  day.  He  hoped  however  the 
House  would  not  feel  disposed  to  decide 
at  once  against  them.  There  might  be 
much  to  regret,  some  things  to  complain 
of— not  as  to  a  disposition  to  jcross  our 
interests,  but  on  account  of  their  reluc- 
tance ;  to  put  it  more  early  in. our  power 
to,  do  them  as  much  service  as  we  might. 
Still,  however,  when  it  was  recollected 
what  was  the  situation  in  which  that 
country  had  been  placed,  brousht  into  an 
extraordinary  and  unparalleled  conjunc- 
ture ;  betrayed  by  her  own  government, 
and  surprised  by  an  enemy,  at  a  time 
when  she  was  without  an  army»  without 
magazines,  without  officers,  or  any  thing 
on  which  to  begin  a  determined  resist* 
ance,  collected  against  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war,  as  in  Russia.  Under  all  these 
difficulties,  however,  her  spirit  had  so  far 
borne  her  successfully  through  the  con- 
test; and  taking  the  question,  not  as  it 
stood  between  us  and  Spain,  but  as  it 
stood  between  Spain  and  France,  and 
seeing  that  the  chances  were  more 
against  the  enemy  now  than  at  any  pe- 
riod of  the  long  contest  in  which  she  bad 
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beeo  togaged,  be  hoped  the  Hovrae  wo^M 
look  at  her  difficalties  as  well  as  her  de« 
lUcaiions.  If  she  had  not  been  able  to 
equal  car  wishes,  she  bad  more  than 
equalled  our  hopes.  If  she  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  large  regular  armies  into 
the  field,  her  irregular  forces  had  risen 
in  such  strength,  that  at  one  time  tbey  ac- 
toaliy  so  completely  divided  the  French 
armies  from  each  other,  that  each  was  ig- 
norant of  the  way  in  which  the  other  was 
occupied.  Spain  had  laboured  under 
greater  difficulties  than  any  other  country, 
and  had  done  more.  With  respect  to  the 
assistance  giren  her  by  England,  though 
he  would  hereafter  challenge  any  man  to 
show  that  ministers  had  withheld  from 
ker  any  assistance  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  give ;  he  did  not  wish  to  bring 
this  point  into  discussion.  We  had  as- 
sisted her  as  promptly  as  we  could,  with 
all  we  could  spare  from  ourselYcs,  and 
when  it  was  considered  that  this  for  a  time 
wu  all  the  means  of  resistance  she  had 
to  work  upon ;  when,  too,  it  was  recol- 
lected, that  all  her  resources  from  South 
America,  which  had  always  supported 
her,  were  cut  off  for  a  considerable  pe- 
riod, the  wonder  was  that  she  had  done  so 
much,  rather  than  that  she  had  done  no 
more.  All  the  claim  that  he  meant  to 
prefer  this  night  was  this,  that  the  services 
of  lord  Wellington,  and  the  battle  of  Sa- 
lamanca, were  not  to  be  considered  merely 
as  important  in  themselves,  but  as  produc- 
tive of  great  military  consequences  in 
Spain,  and  great  moral  consequences 
tkroagbont  Europe.  With  respect  to  the 
original  plan  of  the  campaign,  on  the 
principles  of  which  he  acted,  and  still 
more  with  the  aid  of  the  original  docu- 
ments in  the  possession  of  government,  he 
(lord  Castlereash)  begged  to  say  that  lord 
Wellingtofi  had  not  only  accomplished  all 
he  expected,  but  more  than  all  he  had 
hoped  to  perform,  and  retired  to  the  fron- 
tier having  raised  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  freed 
Andalusia,  triumphed  over  danger,  and 
gained  immortal  glory.  If  ihey  watched 
m  advance  and  retreat,  it  would  be  found 
that  no  disasters  had  occurred  to  damp  our 
satisfaction.  Only  observe  the  skilfulness 
With  which  our  great  commander  exe- 
cuted that  retreat.  We  heard  of  no  rear- 
gaaids  surprised  ;  no  guns  or  stores  taken 
hv  the  enemy,  except  two  or  three  in  one 
place,  which  did  not  belong  to  his  equip- 
ment, and  which  he  could  have  carried 
off  with  little  trouble,  had  they  come  with- 
ia  the  scope  of  his  main  object  so  as  to 
(VOL- XXIV.) 


induce  him  to  encumber  himself  with 
them.  He  sustained  no  loss  but  what 
might  be  expected  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  service.  After  having  accomplished 
every  military  object  which  he  had  in 
view,  he  had  retired  with  glory.  His  cha* 
racter  never  appeared  more  glorious.  Our 
credit  and  our  hopes  were  never  higher  in 
Spain  than  at  the  present  time  ;  and  if  we 
could  not  now  drive  the  enemy  over  the 
Pyrenees,  it  was  evident  the  enemy  could 
not  conquer  Spain,  and  might  be  said  to 
have  little  more  hold  of  the  country  than 
they  would  have,  if,  having  been  forced 
to  recross  the  Pyrenees,  they  Were  accu- 
mulating strength,  and  vraitine  an  oppor- 
tunity to  return. — He  would  now  con* 
elude,  hoping,  that  though  he  had  gone  at 
greater  length  into  the  subject  than  he 
thought  of  doing,  that  he  had  not  wearied 
the  patience  of  the  House,  that  he  had  not 
introduced  any  question  of  military  po- 
licy that  would  awaken'  a  controversial 
feeling,  and  abbve  all,  that  he  had  not 
appeared  desirous  of  screening  ministeril 
frotn  censure  under  the  great  and  illus- 
trious name  of  the  marquis  of  Wellington. 
Any  charges  as  to  the  means  they  had  af- 
forded, or  ought  to  have  afforded  lord 
Wellington,  they  were  anxious  to  meet  on 
a  future  day.  They  had  no  wish  to  hang 
the  conduct  of  government  on  the  neck 
of  lord  Wellington,  but  were  content  to 
stand  or  fall  on  their  own  merits.  He  then 
moved,  *'  That  the  thanks  of  this  House 
be  given  to  general  the  marquis  of  Wei-* 
lington,  for  the  many  and  great  services 
which  he  has  rendered  to  Uiis  kingdom, 
and  to  his  Majesty's  allies,  during  the 
late  campaign ;  anfl  more  particularly  for 
the  glorious  and  decisive  victory  obtained 
near  Salamanca,  by  the  allied  army  under 
his  lordship's  command,  upon  the  22d  of 
July  last,  whereby  the  French  power  in 
Spain  has  been  essentially  diminished,  the 
siege  of  Cadiz  has  been  raised,  and  the 
southern  provinces  of  the  peninsula  have 
been  rescued  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy.'' 

Sir  FrancU  Burdett  professed  himself  to 
be  incompetent  to  follow  the  details  of 
military  operations,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
offer  an  opinion  upon  them;  indeed,  he 
did  not  much  like  the  agitation  of  such 
subjects  in  that  House :  but  the  noble 
lord  had  entered  into  a  variety  of  subjects, 
and  seemed  disposed  to  call  upon  the 
House  to  sanction  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  government  respecting  the  conduct  of 
the  campaign,  and  to  endeavour  to  shew 
that  they  had  not  been  wanting  ijx  afford* 

(M) 
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understood  the  noble  lord,  what  be  had 
said  went  to  shew,  that  goTernment  had 
supplied  every  thing  that  had  been  esfien- 
tial  to  the  success  of  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
lington.^tiord  Castlereagh  disaTowed 
bavioff  made  any  auch  staieipent,  and 
^^td,  ^je  had  particularly  guarded  hiwAelf 
against  such  a  construotioi^  V— He  begged 
the  noble  lord's  pardoa  if  he  bad  niisun(kf - 
stood  bim«  but  he  could  not  upon  all 
occasions  comprehend  the  course  of  bis 
arguroec^a.  It  often  fell  to  bis.  lot  to  be 
toia^lly  incapable  of  collecting  the  meauipg 
of  the  noble  lord ;  and  now*  amidst  bis 
many  Myopes  and  figures*  and  vvords  abou^ 
circiimstances  and  detail^,  be  felt  that  there 
was  in  many  iostancea  i|o  distinct  idea 
conveyed  to  his  miod.  Heyetdidimft« 
gine  that  some  excuse  was  indirectly  in- 
l;ended  for  the  conduct  of  his  M^aty's 
minister!.  He  waa  not  very  much  dis* 
posed  on  any  occa^ion«  wbea  a  vote  of 
Thanjfs  was  proposed  for  services  per- 
f<^rraed  by  the  British  army*  whether 
thpse  services  had  been  attended  with 
success  or  defeat,  to  gvve  s^cb  a  v.ote  any 
opposition.  Far  was  he  fjcom  wishing  in- 
xidiousLy  to  detract  from  the  merits  of 
men  who.  had  dje^oted  their  exertions  to 
tbe  service  of  tb^r  country,  or.  to  witb* 
bold  hpm  thf^a  aii;y  recompencQ  whicb  it 
was  in  the  poycc^  of  the  House  to  bestow^ 
But  wh^n  hf  heacd  i^  stated  that  the  vici- 
tpry  gained  orer  the  French  forces  in 
^paio  was  more  important  m  its  coose- 
fjuences  t^an  any  which  had  been  gained 
in  former  times,  and  that  the  victory  of 
Salamanca  w^  equal  to  that  of  the  uuke 
of  Marlborough  at  the  ba^Ieof  Blepheim» 
in  which  the  enemy  lost  20,000  meo^  had 
their  general,  marshal  Tallard,  taken,  and 
30  or  40  squadrons  driven  into  the  Rhine, 
and  other  great  battles,  whicb  had  com- 
pletely cbangjed  the  aspect  of  th§  whole 
affairs  of  Europe^^though  not  de^rous  of 
undervaluing  tn€^  meriu  of  the  great 
general  whose  achievements  were  meant 
to.  be  extolled,  and  whose  character  and 
ability  no  man  could  more  sincerely  ad- 
mire than  he  did  ;  yet  he  could  nott  sutler 
such  delusions  to  go  forth  uncontradieted, 
tbe,  more  especially,  when  he  considered 
that  they  were  calculated  to  plunge  the 
country^  under  the  direction  of  tbe  same 
persons,  st^ll  deeper  in  a  destructive  and 
ruinous  war.  He,  contended  that,  afler 
these  boasted  and  overpraised  victories, 
we  were  still  as  fa^  from. our  object  as 


ovwr.  Uatil  ba  bMi  iKard  H  fmm  ifar 
noble  lord  thMeveaiiig,  be  had  mW  oa- 
di^^jtood  that  it  was  totally  ooi  of  tM  con** 
teniplatioB  of  government  to  expel  the 
French  out  of  Spain.  What  the  noble 
lord  called  success,  he  called  defeat^ 
for  he  never  could  btve  imagined  that 
au  expenditure  of  one  miliioQ  a  aMOtik 
had  tnkea  place  in  the  militasy  depacb* 
mem  of  this  country  foe  the  kit  olev«a 
iiM>mbf,  for  DO  otbef  purpoee  thaa  raiaing 
tbe  aiiege  of  Cadia.  As  to  the  Andalqsbs^ 
they  QMist  &11  again,  as  a  mattter  of  coBrM«( 
into  the  hands  of  Franca^  Under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  contett,  it  appaaved 
to  bim»ef  e«  upon  the  mtaiaiers'  ownshaw*^ 
iag,  that  we  ware  unable  la  ind  suffioiant 
naeaos  to  support  tbe  caiapaiga;  md  tha^ 
aftcR  lord  Wellii^ton's  retreat,  he  kmA 
oaly  the  two  fortresses  of  Ciadad  Rodrig^ 
and  Badi^Si  left  to  bii»  as  the  froita  of  hia 
caaapai«n  in  £^ai«.  What  I  were  «pa  u> 
be  aatisSed  after  all  tbe  splendid  yjctonea 
which  had  baan  gained  in  the  coana  ol 
the pceseftLcaoipaignr— alter  the  ezhaoated 
slate  to  which  tW  French  troops  had 
bee^  reduced  by  their  incarsion  inta^ 
Russia,  aad  more  partioakrly'  after  thm 
glorious,  important^  and  uapaimelad  tic- 
tory  of  Salamanca,  to. highly  advaiitageooa 
in,  its  consequences  to.  the  general  affuffa 
of  Uie  peninsala,  wore  we  to  ba  satisfied: 
by  a  retreat  ?  Were  vire  oot  to  talda  ad- 
vantage of  all  ibose  gratifying  aad  cheering 
circumstances  ?  Were  we  to  soflfer  tha 
French  troops  to  recoi^ii  firoBi>tbe  e£Peets 
of  their  discomfitiire  and  eBhatts^n*  and 
to  wait  until  tbe  tide  of  good  fefftoaa- 
which  had  attended  os  had  flowed  baieb 
upon  iu  source  ?  Il  seaned  la  him,  that 
such  propositions  wece  totally  inconnsteni 
with  the  obvious  kuUs  of  common  sense 
and  reason.  And  yet,  where  now  was  the 
marquis  of  Wellington?  In  what  direction 
were  wa  to  look  for  tha  glorious  rasplts  of 
the  campaign  ?  In  what  manner  was  the 
diminution  of  the  French  power  in  Spain 
evinced?  The  noble  lord  bad  slightly 
touched  upon  the  mosv  important  featara 
of  the  war,  the  fbilure  of  the  siege  oS 
Burgos.  If  the  word  of  the  noble  lord 
was  to  ba  taken,  nothing  on  this  oecasioa 
wat  to  be  imputed  to  the  commander  of 
tha  forces^  Lord  Wellington  did  allahai 
a  great  commander  could  do,aad>aU'that 
his  means:  rendered  him  capable  of  pei^ 
forming*  If  this  was  tbe  oase^  then^eithar 
the  government  had  not  supplied  lord 
WelUngton  with  the  means  adequate  ta 
accomplish  his  purpose,  or^  poesessed  of' 
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those  oMMs^  he  had  totelly  failed.  Thei^ 
■Hiflt  be  blame  somewhere,  and  Mme  de« 
hex  existed  which  called  londly  for  en- 
^ry.  It  was  somewhat  extraordinary, 
at  well  at  mortifviog,  that,  af^er  all  the 
■leaiit  which  had  been  placed  vk  the  bands 
ef  his  Mary's  ministers,  and  the  liberality 
with^  which  those  means  had  been  dis^ 
peosed  in  the  course  of  the  Spanish  war, 
that  the  country  had  not  yet  reaped  some 
«f  the  fruits  of  the  great  victoriei;  some 
«f  tjR  heneits  ef  the  exerthms  which  had 
been  detailed.  Nothing,  howcTer,  seemed 
to  hate  resnhed  from  all  these  advantages, 
hot  calamity  and  distress,  which  gave  rise 
ta  the  nitaral  poposittoni  that  either  lord 
'  WeHmglon  was  Aot  entitled  t6  the  praixe 
whieh  the  House  was  called  opon  to  be- 
stow, or  tie  fault  of  our  faihire  was  attri- 
Iratabie  to  the  groii  negligence  and  imbe- 
«tlity  of  the  miiiistets  of  the  crown.  Hfe 
cooM  Dot  see  how  they  ctMld  get  rid  of 
this  dilemma,  it  wa4  not,  howerer,  for 
the  purpose  of  going  at  length  into  these 
topiesi  that  he  now  rose ;  all  he  wished  to 
4o  was,  to  proteit  against  the  system  of 
ddasioii  which  bad  been  obeert ed  by  his 
Majestjr's  goremmetit  for  the  last  10 
years^  10  in  them  under  his  own  obs^f- 
^ratiofi,  and  to  which  tbe  noble  lord's 
ap«och  formed  a  sequel.  In  every  ^t>eech 
wbiofa  had  been  delivered  on  occasion?  si- 
■nilar  to  the  present,  the  same  prospects' 
«f  saocess  were  held  oat;  the  same 
panelfyric^  were  passed  open  cotfi- 
maoadars ;  the  same  panegyrics  upon  mi- 
aiataM  theovseives,  ending  s/hvays  in  drs- 
sippbiBtaarent,  and  calctslated  to  engage 
abemdeaper  in expeifte  and  war.  Other 
9m4  aMve  fit  opportanitiea  would  occur  for 
abe  dtioassierB  of  these  subjects,  which  he 
now  wished  to  avoid,  as  he  was  very  un- 
willing ta  disasnt  from!  any  rote  of  thanks 
er  gratftada  which  might  be  proposed  fo 
the  present  commander  in  the  peitfinsuhi. 
He  ooald'not  hafp  thinking,  however,  that 
it  would  have  been  better,  if  fhe  qi>#stioa 
tnA  set  leefD  h#ooglMf  forward  qaite  se 
«arly,  mid  that  time  might  have  been  al- 
lowed to  do  ittto  sbrtie  itiquiry  on  th^  ge* 
wtenk  conmt  of  the  campaigw,  befbvO'  tbe 
House  was  eallod  upon  to  give  their  vtfief. 
The  noble  lord,  Ih  the  p^lenttude  of  his 
OTtisfiKtian,  ha#  nat  «ieve)y  oonflued  hiw- 
aeif  ta  Spain,  botrihai  travelled  out  of  bit 
eonnet,  aadt  had  tahiriih  the  Houae  to)  Rassitt', 
ivbere,  in  thedlBstsuctiun  df  fVom  two  to 
tUrae  huaidred  theusaiid  bnmaa  b^ings^,  in 
the  bnming'of  M^Mtomi  and  in  the  devsm^ 
taihMn  «f  AH'  ittuMOte  tstlct  df  Roirfatt 
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territory,  he  found  new  causes  of  congra* 
tulation,  nevf  sources  of  national  pride  and 
grititode.  He  had  called  ihe  attention  of 
the  Hoote  to  the  difficulties  with  which 
the  emperor  of  the  French  ^as  surrounded 
In  his  endeavours  to  reach  winter  quarters; 
ami  that  he  bad  considered  as  a  matter  of 
great  triumph  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  emperor 
of  Russia.  Would  he  be  equally  inclined 
to  consider  it  a  matter  of  triumph,  if  Buo* 
napart6  should  extricate  himself^  from  these 
perils  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  more  than 
probable,  and  ^fter  having  found  good 
winter  quarters,  return  to  the  contest  with 
renovated  ardour  in  the  spring?  Could  ha 
believe  it  bossible  that  Russia. could  con- 
tinhe  such  a  eontett,  and  undergo  a 
repetition  of  similar  dreadful  experiments 
and  tacHBces?  Supposing  he  marched 
to  Petersborgh,  Which  seemed  to  be  bis 
ultimate  intention,  would  the  same  mode 
of  defence,  as  at  Moscow  be  adopted  r 
Could  Russia  burn  another  Moscow  to  pre* 
vent  its  occupation  by  the  enemy  >  Would 
she  bum  Petersburgh  too  ?  The  Russian 
general  Kotusow,  speaking  of  the  battle  of 
Sorodino,  said,  that  be  did  not  follow  up 
the  resaitt  of  the  battle',  because  he  should 
in  that  case  risk  both  his  own  army  and 
tbe  safety  of  Moscow.  The  event  of  the 
capture  of  Moscow  did,  notwithstanding, 
take  place.  He,  for  one,  could  not  greatly 
admire  the  magnanimity  of  burning  that, 
the  preservation  of  which  ou^ht  to  have 
been  fought  for;  nor  could  ne  see  th^ 
shining  character  of  the  emperor  Alex- 
ander, who  was  not,  like  the  emperor  of 
the  French,  personalW  thariirg  in  the 
danger  of  the  war.  He  could  not  subdue 
the  conviction  which  arose  in  his  mind, 
on  viewing  all  theie  things,  of  the  otter 
impossibility  of  the  emperor  of  Russia 
feeling  any  exultation  whatever :  on  the 
contrary,  he  thought  that  unfortunate  in» 
dividual  must  be  oppressed  by  a  view  of 
the  irreparable  calamities  to  which  himself 
and  his  people  had  been,  and  were  likely^ 
still  forther,  to  be  exposed.  The  nobfe 
lord,  in  his  dmest  incomprehensil>le 
speech,  had  next  adverted  to  that  which 
he  was  plestted  to  Call  a  victory  ov^  the 
moral  feelings  of  the  Spaniards.  Thia 
was  ail  expression  which  he  felt  himself 
irhblly  at  a  loss  to  understand.  Where 
was  the  proof  of  this  victory:  Was  it  to 
be  ^nd  in  thci  sappoi^t  which  had  been 
given  to'  the  Inquisition  ?  CouM  it  be  said 
that  ouv  conduct  in  treating  atf  traitors' 
the  Sj^iards  wh«*  ha#  adhered  to  the 
SlreMdy  at  MaiM^  wai^tbd  causii  of  tftis 
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desirable  end  ?  He  should  like  to  know 
)by  "what  right  these  persons  had  been  thos 
treated  ?  Had  not  their  country  been  be* 
frayed  and  abandoned^  and  had  not  every 
Spaniard  a  right  to  decide  whether  he 
'would  join  the  French  or  the  English  ? 
In  his  opinion,  ta  treat  them  as  traitors 
not  only  exposed  our  own  partisans  to  a 
similar  fate,  but  an  act  of  gross  despotism, 
and  an  abandonment  of  all  humanity 
and  justice-— a  species  of  conduct  which 
would  tend  more  to  defeat  the  moral  con- 
quest of  Spain,  than  to  the  attainment  of 
any  other  object.  But  as  he  said  before, 
where  were  the  proofs  of  this  victory, 
which  had  been  claimed  by  the  noble  lord, 
to  be  found  ?  How  many  Spaniards  had 
aieoalizedithemselves  for  valour  in  the  field 
of  battle  ?  It  was  true  that  our  troops  had 
maintained  their  ancient  character  for 
spirit  and  heroism,  and  on  this  head  he  felt 
as  proud  as  any  roan ;  but  when  he  beard 
all  this  vaunting  and  bragging,  be  should 
like  to  hear  what  the  Spania/ds  had  done, 
or  where  they  had  evinced  ^  disposition  to 
support  their  own  cause  ?  Far  different 
was  the  opinion  of  the  marquis  Wellesley 
—he  had  taken  a  very  different  view  of 
the  war  in  Spain,  and  had  told  us  we  must 
}ook  to  ourselves  for  exertion,  for  from  the 
Spaniards  none  was  to  be  expected. 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  he  was  of 
opinion,  if  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on, 
that  efforts  should  be  made^of  a  different 
description  to  those  which  had  hitherto 
been  witnessed.  The  same  miserable  and 
contemptible  state  of  vacillation  ought  no 
longer  to  be  9u0ered.  According  to  the 
opinion  of  marquis  Wellesley,  who  had 
been  in  Spain,  the  noble  lord  (Castle- 
reagh)  had  no  right  to  attribute  any 
failure  to  the  conduct  of  Ballasteros  alone. 
The  noble  lord  had  brought  a  charge 
against  that  general,  for  not  preventing 
the  junction  of  the  two  French  armies, 
and  to  this  neglect  were  the  failures  of  lord 
Wellington  ascribed.  Lord  Wellesley, 
however,  was  of  opinion  tht^t  these  fai- 
lures were  not  merely  owing  to  the  con- 
duct of  one  individual,  but  to  the  apathy 
of  the  whole  Spanish  nation,  as  well  as  to 
the  strength  and  energy  of  the  French 
army,  who  did  not,  as  the  noble  lord 
would  have  it  understood,  melt  like  butter 
before  the  sun.  He  would  ask  any  man, 
whether  it  was  a  fair  mode  of  measuring 
the  merits  of  the  war>  by  saying,  at  any 
particular  period.  Here  let  us  strike  a  ba- 
iance,  and  see  how  we  stand,  and  from 
thcfice  draw  deductionp  a\to  the  general 


results  ?  The  fallacy  of  such  a  course  was 
manifest,  from  the  fact  of  lord  WeUingtoa 
having  gone  half  way  iu  effecting  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view,  and  being  thea 
obliged  to  retrace  bis  steps.  In  cooclo- 
sion,  the  hon.  baronet  said,  he  felt  it  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  delivering  his  sentiments,  lest  he  might 
be  considered  as  pledged,  in  the  vote  he 
should  give,  to  any  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  than 
which  nothing  could  be  further  from  bia 
intentions. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  said,  he  conld  not 
deny  himself  the  opportunity  which  wu 
now  afforded  him  of  expressing  his  admi* 
ration  of  the  truly  splendid  victory  of 
Salamanca — a  victory  which,  while  it 
placed  the  bravery  of  the  British  troops  in 
a  most  prominent  point  of  view,  exhibited 
the  transcendent  military  talents  of  their 
commander,  the  most  noble  the  marqoia 
of  Wellington,  in  their  true  colours.  Never 
was  more  consummate  generalship  evinced 
— never  did  the  conduct  of  any  man  ex- 
cite more  deservedly  the  approbation  of 
his  countrymen.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to^o  into  the  history  of  the  campaisnt 
which  had  already  been  so  ably  detailed 
by  the  noble  lord ;  he  would  content  him* 
self,  therefore,  by  declaring  his  hearty  as- 
sent to  the  Vote 'of  Thanks  to  the  marqoie 
of  Wellington,  for  the  brilliant  victory 
gained  by  him  over  the  French  forces  on 
the  22d  of  July  last,  to  which  he  believed 
there  was  no  man,  either  within  or  with- 
out those  walls,  would  object. — **  Thank 
God,''  said  the  hon.  baronet,  *'  we  have 
committed  our  army  to  the  care  of  a  man 
of  cool  and  deliberate  judgment,  one  who  is 
not  fool-hardy,  and  who  knows  when  be 
ought  to  go  forward,  and  when  be  ought 
to  go  backward.  He  is  not  a  rash  man, 
who  for  the  sake  of  a  momentary  advan- 
tage would  sacrifice  his  army,  but  who, 
with  that  wisdom  indicative  of  a  great 
mind,  waits  but  for  an  opportunity  to  an- 
nihilate the  whole  body  of  the  enemy* 
After  all  the  actions  that  have  taken  place 
—after  all  the  blood  that  has  been  spilt, 
it  would  be  degrading  to  the  name  of 
Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland,  to  solicit 
peace.  Suppose  a  bully  atucked  a 
Briton  or  an  Irishman,  and  that  be  was 
repelled  by  their  bravery,  would  it  be^ 
come  them,  after  they  had  gloriously 
beaten  him  off*  to  sue  for  peace?  The 
thought  was  ridiculous — and  equally  jidi- 
colons  would  it  be  to  think  of  suing  for 
peace,  at  this  lime,  from  that  tyrant^  that 
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scourge  of  Europe^  whose  fate  I  am  satis- 
fied is  now  fast  approaching.  Let  us  all 
bat  unite ;  let  the  feelings  of  the  whole 
United  Kingdom  be  conciliated,  and  there 
is  no  doain  but  all  ranks  of  society,  whe* 
tbcr  Irish  or  British,  will  join  with  one 
heart  and  one  hand  to  drive  that  scourge 
of  mankind,  (I  was  going  to  say,)  to  the 
devil.  He  must  be  resisted,  as  well  as 
those  erroneous  people  of  America ;  but 
if  you  divide  the  country  you  cannot  go 
on.  As  courage  and  virtue  are  alike 
common  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects,  they 
ought  equally  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of 
the  constitution.  These  are  my  senti- 
ments, and  these  are  the  sentiments  of  a 
great  and  loyal  county,  consisting  of 
eleven  thousand  electors,  who  did  roe  the 
honour  of  sending  me  here,  and  of  giving 
me  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sen- 
thnents.  I  have  now  to  express  my  thanks 
for  the  indulgence  which  has  been  granted 
me  by  the  House,  whose  pardon  I  beg  for 
having  so  long  trespassed  on  their  atten- 
tion. 1  cannot,  however,  conclude,  with- 
out expressing  my  accordance  with  the 
feelinff  expressed  by  thehon.  baronet  who 
•poke  last-p-i  n^ean,  with  regard  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  investigation  hereafter.  To  that 
Investigation  I  think  it  highly  necessary 
•  the  attention  of  the  House  should  be  se- 
rioosly  devoted.  Let  the  time  come  when 
it  will,  I  shall  form  my  judgment  as  an 
independent  man ;  I  will  look  to  measures 
and  not  to  men,  and  if  I  find  my  best 
friend  adopt  measures,  of  the  utility  of 
which  I  am  not  thoroughly  convinced,  I 
will  vote  against  him. — I  will  invariably 
act  according  to  the  dictates  of  my  con- 
science ;  I  will  not  be  led  away  by  party ; 
I  will  ride  mv  own  horse,  and  will  not  be 
made  the  stalking-horse  of  others.— -If  mi- 
nisters are  able  to  prove  tha^  they  have 
furnished  the  marquis  of  Wellington  with 
all  the  adequate  means  in  their  power  for 
pnrsoing  his  military  career,  I  will  vote  in 
their  favour ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  I 
find  they  have  failed  in  their  doty,  I  will 
oppose  them.  As  I  said  before,  I  will 
support  measures,  not  men.'' 

Mr.  Cochrane  Johmume  thought  it  would 
be  DO  more  than  proper  that  some  further 
pecuniary  provi^on  should  be  made  for 
the  marquis  of  Wellington.  If  any  deli- 
cacy was  felt  in  these  times  of  distress  to 
apply  to  the  public  for  this  remuneration 
for  the  brilliant  services  which  had  been 
achie;red,  the  purpose  might  be  answered, 
at  in  the  case  of  the  duke  of  Marlboroogh, 
by  the  grant  of  some  royal  manor.    He 


was  aware  that  this  step  must,  of  necessity,  . 
emanate  from  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  but  when  the  services  performed 
by  the  illustrious  person  to  whom  he  al- 
liided  were  considered,  he  apprehsnded 
no  opposition  whatever  would  be  given  to 
such  a  proposal. 

Lord  Cattkreagh  remarked,  that  the  ob- 
servations of  the  bon.  gentleman  were  not 
strictly  applicable  to  the  question  before 
the  House.  It  was  not  improbable,  how- 
ever, that  he  might  hereafter  be  charged 
with  some  proposition  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  F^monby  was  disposed  fully  to 
agree  with  the  House  in  returning  Thanks 
to  the  marquis  of  Wellington  for  the  ser- 
vices he  had  performed.  As  the  noble 
mover  had  gone  into  many  other  subjects^ 
however,  the  merits  of  which  he  was  not 
disposed  to  admit,  he  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  a  hope,  that,  in  according 
with  the  present  vote,  he  might  not  be 
supposed  at  all  to  agree  with  many  of  the 
things  which  the  noble  lord  had  thrown 
out.  These  he  considered  perfectly  open 
to  the  House  to  examine  hereafter. 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  and  car« 
ried  nem.  con, — ^As  were  also  the  follow* 
ing: 

''  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  ffiven 
to  lieut.  gen.  sir  Stapleton  Cotton,  lieut. 
gen.  James  Leith,  lieut.  gen.  the  hon. 
Galbraitb  Lowry  Cole;  and  to  major 
generals  Henry  Clinton,  Henry  Frederick 
Campbell,  baron  Bock,  Victor  baron 
Alton,  baron  Low,  Charles  baron  Alton, 
John  Hope,  George  Anson,  William  An* 
son,  John  Ormsby  Vandeleur,  J.  H.  C.  de 
Bemewitz,  the  hon.  Edward  Pakenham, 
and  W.  Henry  Pringle ;  and  to  the  seve- 
ral other  officers;  for  their  distinguished 
exertions  in  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  upon 
the  22d  of  July  last,  which  terminated  in 
a  glorious  and  decisive  victory  over  the 
enemy's  army. 

"  That  this  House  doth  acknowledge 
and  highly  approve  of  the  distinguished 
valour  and  discipline  displayed  by  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  private 
soldiers  of  the  forces  serving  under  the 
command  of  general  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
lington, in  the  glorious  victory  obtained, 
upon  the  22d  of  July  last,  near  Sala- 
manca ;  and  that  the  same  be  signified  to 
them  by  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
several  corps,  who  are  desired  to  thank 
them  for  their  gallant  and  exemplary  be- 
haviour. 

**  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge the  seal,  coarage>  and  discipline^ 
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displayed  by  tbe  oQcerp,  non^commia- 
ilioned  officers,  aq^  private  ipldier^  of  the 
Portuguese  forces  servipg  under  the  com* 
maQd  of  general  the  marquis  of  Welling- 
pank,  in  the  glorious  victory  obtained  upoq 
i^e  2i?d  of  July  last,  near  Salamanca* 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  preseAted 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
that  he  will  be  graciously  [^eased  to  give 
directions  that  a  Monunient  be  erected  in 
tbe  caUicdral  church  of  St.  Paul»  London, 
to  the  memory  of  m^or  general  John 
Gaspard  le  Marchaot,  who  fell  gloriously 
oa  the  29d  pif  July  last  in  the  battle 
fought  near  Salamanca,  when  a  decisive 
victory  over  the  enemy  was  obtained  by 
th^  allied  army,  commanded  by  genereU 
the  marqpis  of  Wellington  ;  and  to  assure 
bis  Boyal  Hisbness  that  this  House  will 
make  good  The  expence   atten^ng  tbe 


CotmmttuqfJStippfy* 


flTf 


Committee  op  Supfi.y.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  having  moved  the 
orde^  of  the  day  for  the  House  resolving 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  Crtioey  said  he  could  not  so£fer  the 
question  of  Supply  to  be  adverted  to  without 
making  some  comments  upon  the  present 
depreciated  state  of  the  paper  currency  of 
the  coiMUry.  The  ill  effects  of  the  optnioA 
recorded  by  the  riffht  bon.  the  Cbaqcallor 
of  tUe  Exchequer  during  the  last  aessica  of 
parliament,  that  paper  was  of  equal  value 
with  gold,  had  now  been  fully  expe- 
^ienced*  He  bad  heard  that  government 
themselves  b^  become  dealers  in  geld, 
and  had  aclnally  been  obliged  t«  buy 
gHm»m  ht  the  rale  of  27s.  and  Sd«»  i^ 
l^ie^.  He  would  wish  to  know  whether 
$^  was  a  ,fact  or  not ;  aa  when  he  saw 
that  persons  of  low  condition  were  daily 
yuaisbed  fer  tUs  apecies  of  ofibnce,  be  was 
•I  leaaL  anxious  to  learn  that  the  fcameRs 
^  of  the  law  which  led  to  these  severities^ 
lyrere  nat  tbamselves  tbe  first  to  break  it. 
If  this  was  the  case»  they  wera  at  an  ex* 
ptnce  of  fJGom  a5  to  40  per  cent.,  ,for 
every  1001^  whkbtbey^  aeat  to  the  con«> 
tijMenttWbicbKwith  other  ruinous  cipcnm* 
stances  antsing  from  a  debased  paper  cur- 
reacy#  called  Wadly  fear  redress*  Beforf 
the  question  of  Supply  was  pot,  he  begged 
laave  to  move,  aa  a  substitute  for  that  mo- 
tiop,  "  That  thi«  Ho«se  will  uke  into  iu 
WfilyoQOsideMitioa  the  slate  of  the  Paper 
Currency  af  this  Ifiogdsm.^' 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said  ba 
shoiiid  bara  hepad>.  after  tbd  Hoose  had 
|o  iDQgCtt  ago  thaa  yaaterda^^pranisedf  to 


the  Prince- Regent  liberally  to  contribma 
to  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  support 
of  tbe  country,  that  no  pereon  would  b^ 
capable  of  refusing  all  support,  and  of 
proposing  to  leave  the  Prince  and  tba 
country  defenceless,  and  without  tiM 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  or  resisting 
the  enemy.  He  knew  it  was  usual  wbeti- 
questions  of  Supply  were  agitated,  to  take 
a  laree  range  over  the  conduct  of  bis  Ma* 
jesty  s  ministers,  bat  he  never  belbre 
knew  an  instance  in  which  an  amendment 
was  made  to  the  general  question  iar  a 
supply  to  the  orown.  To  himself  it  was 
a  Blaster  of  iadiSerence  when  the  coudatt 
of  his  M^sty's  government  was  canvasr 
sed,^  but  be  certainly  thought  the  boa. 
gentleman  might  have  found  another  ap* 
portunky  for  his  OMHton.  At  presmt  be 
did  not  think  it  afitOtpporUMtty  of  entering 
at  large  into  the  topic  to  which  tbe  bon* 
gentleman  bad  adverted,  and  should 
therefore  content  himself  with  «aying>  ta 
answer  to  what  had  passed,  that  he  felt 
mora  fully  confirmed,  by  every  day's  ex* 
perience,  of  the  soundness  of  the  prin* 
ciplee  which  be  had  advanced  in  tbe  last 
parliament  upon  tbe  subject  of  paper  cur* 
rencv.  Had  tbe  opinions  of  the  bos« 
gentleman  and  some  of  his  friends  pra* 
vailed,  with  reference  to  tbe  same  subject, 
ha  bad  not  tbe  slightest  doabt,  that  a  hkaA 
blow  would  have  been  given  to  tbe  credit 
and  commerce  of  the  country,  and  to  tba 
rising  bopeii  of  the  liberties  and  inda* 
pendeace  of  Europe.  Such  being  fafts 
opinion,  be  thought  be  could  not  do  better 
than  immediately  take  tbe  judgment  of 
tbe  House  upon  tbe  motion  whick  bad 
been  madie. 

Ms.  Wkkhrtad  wished  to  corveol  tbe 
right  ban.  tbe  Cbanoellor  of  tbe  £xabc«- 
quer  on  one  point*  His  bon.  Iriend  by 
his  amendment  did  not  reluee  sofSplsee; 
he  only  wiabed  tbolieuse  to  pledge  itself 
to  an  early  consideralioB  of  the  dapra* 
ciated*  state  of  tiie  paper  curren^*  His 
prineipal  objaot  in  rtsiag;^  boweiver^  waata 
remind  the  right  hoa.  tbe  Cbaacallor  of 
the  Exchequer,  that  be  had  fergoUaa  la 
answer  two  questions  put  by  bis  bon. 
fniend;  first,  what  was  bis*  opinion  as  td 
the  valneof  the  Baak-naie»compaiad  wttb 
the  gold  coin  of  tbe  realm  ?  and,8ecofMHy^ 
whether  any  agents  were  emplojTed  }am 
gaaemmenb  to  purchase  the  saidi  cof»  ?  M 
aa^  ha  thoagbt  it  waa  jm  act  of  flagrant 
injusiioa  ta  caamienea  siate  proteQotiiaaa 
agasast  indit^dnalsu  fbr  erimeaaach  as  tba 
Siate   \kKM    commsttad.      He  prataatad 
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against  the  imputation  of  ^enyfog  suf^iet^ 
altogetber.  He  saw  no  reason,  if  tlie 
attend  nent  of  his  bott.  friend  were  car- 
rM,  why  the  House  shoe  Id  not  afterwards 
g»  into  a  Committee  of  Supply* 

The  QkimeeUor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
was  at  all  times  ready  to  answer  qties- 
ti«AS  of  fJEict ;  bat  he  woohl  not  answer 
^ttMtions  of  opinion,  more  especially  of 
aim  own  opinion  of  the  opinion  of  others. 
He  begged  in  answer  to  the  second  qaes- 
tioD,  to  state  distinctly,  that  no  agent  had 
•▼•r  been  employed  by  goremmeot  to 
pwrcbase  tbe  coin  of  the  realm ;  and  fur- 
ther, that  so  late  as  yesterday,  a  large  sum 
Ikad  been  offered  to  him,  which  he  had 
Fofosed  to  purchase. — (A  laugh.) 

l/H-d  MUt(M  did  not  mean  to  support 
Ihe  amendment  of  his  hon.  friend.  He 
concurred  in  opinion  with  him,  that  tbe 
snbjeel  required  a  rery  serious  discassio^, 
and  thai  it  was  the  peculiar  province  of 
the  House  to  guard  the  public  purse.  He 
w«i»surprised,  howeTer>  at  the-  obserration 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
tile  House  had  pledged  itself  yesterday 
t^  the  Prince  Regent,  to  grant  tbe  neces- 
aary- supplies :  the  noble  lord  thought^  that 
it  was  perfectly  tmderstood  that  the  Ad» 
d9<em  dfid  not  pledge  the  House  to  any 

tUMg. 

Mr.  H.  Mcaim  asked  whether  it  was 
tile  intention  of  ministers  to  adopt  any 
eeonomieal  plan  of  reform,  and  retrench- 
Boent^  of  expenditure,  in  consequence  of 
^e-  Reports  of  the  different  Committees, 
wfcteh  were  then  on  their  table  ;  if  not,  he 
sfaeuldtake  an  early  opportunity  of  call- 
ing (he  attention  of  the  House  to  those 
xappovfs* 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
Ibet*  he  had  endeavoured  to  look  into  the 
sQljeet  with  all  the  attention  in  his  power, 
bot  he  was  not  prepared  to  present  any 
digested  plan  upon  thi  subject. 

BiV.  WkHbredd  wished  the  Chancellor 
c#'thfe  Exchequer  to  inform  him  of  the 
anftipunt  of  the  gold  offered  to  hjm,  and 
wither  it  was  the  coin  of  the  realm,  and 
also  what  was  the  price. .  He  thought  the 
seller  must  be  a  very  clumsy  fellow  to  at- 
tempt to  draw  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer into  a  breach  of  the  law  of  the  land — 
toendeavour  to  persuade  him  to  an  act 
which  would  subject  him  to  imprisonment, 
lit  not  ta  transportation.  Certainly  the 
right-  hon.  gentiemaif  had  the  Attorney 
General  to  protect  him— (A  laugh). 

The  Chmicellor  qf  the  Exchequer  begged 
leave  to  state,  in  reply,  that  it  was  not  to 
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hffteself,  but  to  a  friend,  thaf  the  ofRir 
was  made.  The  sum  was  27,000  guineas, 
and  the  price,  be  beKeted,  was  about  2J 
shillings  each. 

The  conversation  then  dropped,  and  the 
motion  of  the  Cbancelknr  oFthe  Ejtcfaeqoer 
was  earrietf. 

TsLLEaS  OF  THE  ExcHEQUBa.]  Mr. 
Bermet  asked,  whether  it  was  true,  thai 
the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer  bad  ef^ 
fered  to  resign  a  third  of  their  profitadurieg 
the  war,  and  whether  other  persona  held-* 
ing  sinecures  had  made  the  same  offer  ? 

The  ChanceUor  of  ihe  Exchequer  replied, 
thai  the  marquisses:  of  Buckingham  and 
Camden  had  made,  that  liberal  ami  pa* 
triotic  offer,  but  he  was  not  aware  Aat 
any  other  persons  had  done  so. 

Treaties  with  Russia  and  Swedei^.] 
Lord  Castlereagh  presented  the  following 
Treaties: 

TREATY  6pPeacb,Unio»,  amd  Feiend^ 

SHIP,  BETWEEN  BIS  BeITANMIC  Ma- 
JESTT  AND  THE  EMaEBOE  OF  ALE. 
THE   RUSSIAS  ;   SlttNES  AT   OaBBBO 

THE  I8th  of  July  1812. 

hi  the  Name  of  the  Holy  andf  Undivided 
Trinity.  His  majesty  the  King  of  tbe 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  his  majesty  the  Emperor  of  all 
the  Russias,  being  eqtrally  animated  .with 
the  desire  of  re-establishing  the  ancient 
relations  of 'friendship  and  good  under- 
standing between  the  two  respective 
states,  have  named  for  that  purpose  their 
plenipotentiaries,  namely ;  his  royal  high* 
ness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty  the  King  of 
the  united  kingdom*  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  Edward  Thornton,  esquire,'  his 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  or  bis  ma« 
jesty  the  king  of  Sweden ;  and  his  ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rbssias,  Per 
ter  de  Suchtelen,  general  of  engineers* 
quarter-master  general,  member  of  tha 
council  of  state,  inspector  of  the  whole 
of  the  department  of  engineers,  knighl  of 
the  order  of  Saint  Alexander  Newsky, 
grand  cross  of  those  of  Saint  Wladimir 
and  of  Saint  Anne  of  the  first  class,  knight 
of  the  order  of  Saint  George  of  the  foi^th 
class,  and  commander  o?  thai,  of  Saint 
Johnof  Jeniaalem;  and  Paul  Baron  de 
Nicolay,.  hiageatk«aan/of  the-bedcham* 
ber  of  the  fifth  class,  .charged  with  his 
affairs  at  the  court  of  his  mi^esty  the 
king  of  Sweden,  knight  of  the  order  of 
Saint  Wladimir  of  the  third  class,  and  of 
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the  royal  order  of  the  Fqlar  Star  of  S«re- 
deo ;  who,  after  the  exchange  of  their 
retpectiTe  full  powers,  drawn  up  in  good 
mnd  due  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  fol- 
lowing Articles ; 

Abticlb  I.  There  shall  be  between  his 
majesty  the  King  of  the  united  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  ma* 
jetty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  their 
heirs  and  snccessors,  and  between  their 
respecttve  states  and  subjects,  a  firm,  true, 
mna  inviolable  peace,  and  a  sincere  and 
perfect  union  and  friendship,  so  that  from 
this  moment  all  cause  of  misunderstand- 
ing which  may  have  existed  between 
them,  shall  be  considered  as  entirely 
ceasing  and  done  away. 

Articlb  II.  The  relations  of  friendship 
and  commerce  between  the  two  countries 
shall  be  re-established  on  both  sides,  upon 
the  footing  of  the  most  favoured  nations. 

Article  IIP.  If,  in  resentment  of  the 
present  pacification,  and  of  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  good  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  any  power  what- 
soever shall  commit  hostilities,  whether 
against  hi5  Britannic  Majesty  or  against 
his  Imperial  Majesty,  the  two  contracting 
sovereigns  engage  to  make  common  cause 
for  the  support  and  security  of  their  re- 
spective states. 

Article  IV.  The  two  high  contracting 
parties  will  endeavour  to  come  to  an  un- 
derstanding and  arrangement  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  to  all  matters  relating  to  their 
mutual  interests,  political  as  well  as  com- 
mercial. 

Article  V.    The  present  treaty  shall 
'  be  ratified  by  the  two  high  contracting 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  ex- 
changed in  six  weeks,  or  sooner,  if  pos- 
sible. 

In  faith  whereof  we  the  undersigned, 
in  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  have  signed 
the  present  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  fixed 
thereto  the  seal  of  our  arms.  Done  at 
Orebro,  ^he  1 8th  day  of  the  month  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1812.  i 

Edward  Thornton.  Suchtelsn. 

(U  S.)  (L.  S.) 

Paul  Baron  de  Kicolat. 
(L.S.) 

TREATV  of  P£ace,Union,  and  Friend- 
ship, BETWEEN  his  BrITANNIC  Ma- 

jbstt  and  the  Kino  of  Sweden  ; 
SiGNB»  AT  Orebro  the  19tb  op 
July  1812. 

.  In  the  Name  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Un- 
dirided  Trinity,     His  majesty  the  King 
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of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  his  majesty  the  King  of 
Sweden,  being  equally  animated  with 
the  desire  of  re-establishing  the  an- 
cient relatipns  of  friendship  and  good 
understanding  between  the  two  crowns, 
and  between  their  respective  states,  have 
named  for  this  purpose  their  plenipoten* 
tiaries,  that  is  to  say ;  his  royal  highnest 
the  Prince  Regent,  m  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  majesty  the  King  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire« 
land,  Edward  Thornton,  esquire ;  and  his 
majesty  the  King  of  Sweden,  Lawrence 
baron  d'Ensestrom,  one  of  the  nobles 
of  the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  minister  of 
state  and  of  foreign  affairs,  chancellor  of 
the  university  of  Lund,  knight  and  com* 
mander  of  the  orders  of  the  King,  knight 
of  the  royal  order  of  Charles  the  thip* 
teenth.  Grand  Eagle  of  the  Legion  of  Ho« 
nour  of  France ;  and  Gustavus  baron  de 
Wetterstedt,  chancellor  of  the  court*  com- 
mander of  the  order  of  the  Polar  Star,  one 
of  the  eighteen  members  of  the  Swedish 
academy ;  the  which  plenipotentiariei^ 
after  having  exchanged  their  full  powers, 
drawn  up  in  full  and  due  form,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  Articles : 

Article  L  There  shall  be  between 
their  majesties  the  King  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  King  of  Sweden,  their  heirs  and 
successors,  and  between  their  subjects, 
kingdoms,  and  respective  states,  a  firm, 
true,  and  inviolable  peace,  and  a  sincere 
and  perfect  union  and  friendship,  so  that 
from  this  moment  every  cause  of  misnn- 
derstanding,  which  may  have  existed  be- 
tween them,  shall  be  regarded  as  entirely 
ceasing  and  dene  away. 

Article  1L  The  relations  of  friendship^ 
and  commerce  between  the  two  kingdooM^ 
shall  be  re-established  upon  the  footing  on 
which  they  stood  on  the  1st  day  ofJm^ 
nuary  1791  ;  and  all  the  treaties  and  con* 
ventions  subsisting  between  the  two  coua*- 
tries  at  that  epoch,  shall  be  regarded  na 
renewed  and  confirmed,  and  they  are,  by 
the  present  Treaty,  renewed  and  confirmed 
accordingly. 

Article  IIL  If  in  resentment  of  the 
present  pacification,  and  the  re  establish- 
ment of  good  understanding  between  the 
two  countries,  any  power,  whatsoever 
shall  make  war  upon  Sweden,  his  majesty 
the  King  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  engages  to  take  mea- 
sures, in  concert  with  his  majesty  the 
King  of  Sweden,  for  the  security  and  ia« 
dependence  of  his  states. 
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Akticlb  rV.  The  present  Treaty  thall 
be  ratified  by  the  two  high  eontracting 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  ex- 
changed within  six  weeks,  or  sooner  if 
possible. 

In  faith  whereof  we  the  undersized, 
JB  Ttrtoe  of  bar  full  powers,  have  signed 
tiM  preseDt  Treaty,  ited  hare  fixed  thereto 
the  seal  of  oor  arms.  Done  at  Orebro, 
the  13th  day  of  the  month  of  July  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1812. 
EdW.  Thoenton. 
(L.  S.) 

The  Baeon  D*Engestrom. 

(^  ^^ 
G«  Baron  de  Wetteestedt. 

(L.  S.) 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Pridt^f  December  4. 

Galway  EtEcrroN — Petition  of  Mr. 
Blare.]  A  Petition  of  Valentine  Blake,  of 
Menlo,  in  the  county  of  the  town  of  Gal- 
way,  esq.  was  delivered  in  and  read ;  set* 
ttng  forth, 

**  That,  at  the  last  election  for  a  mem- 
ber to  serve  for  the  town  and  county 
of  the  town  of  Galway  in  the  present  par- 
liament,  the  petitioner  and  the  non. 
Frederick  Ponsonby  were  candidates  to 
represent  the  said  town  ated  county  in  par- 
liament; and  that,  by  virtue  of  divers 
charters,  there  exists  a  corporation  by  the 
Berne  of  the  mayor,  sherifib,  free  burgesses 
and  commonalty  of  the  town  and  county 
of  the  town  of  Galway;  and  the  right  of 
election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament 
lor  the  said  town  and  county  of  the  town 
of  Galway  is  vested  in  the  freeholders 
thereof,  and  also  in  the  resident  freemen  of 
the  corporation  of  the  said  town ;  and 
that,  at  such  election,  Francis  Eagar  and 
Thomas  Browne  esquires,  were  the  then 
aberifis  and  returning  officer  for  the  said 
town,  James  OHara,  esq.,  was  recorder  of 
the  said  town,  and  the  right  hon.  Dennis 
Bowes  Daly  mayor  of  the  said  town  and 
corporation;  and  that  the  said  James 
OHara  was  counsel  at  the  said  election  to 
the  said  returning  officer,  and  at  the  same 
time  assistant  adviser  and  director  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  D.  B.  Daly,  mayor 
stt  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  said  D.  B. 
Daly,  at  and  during  the  said  election,  was 
the  partisan  and  agent  of  the  said  F.  Pdn* 
•onby  ;  and  that#  at  and  during,  or  a  day 
or  two  before  the  said  ekction,  the  said 
p.  B.  Daly,  then  and  still  mayor  of  the 
oaid  town  of  Galway^  did,  for  the  purposes 
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of  the  said  elect^n,  and  in  order  to  insure 
the  return  of  the  said  F.  Ponsonby,  ad* 
minister  to  divers  persons,  being  his  own 
tenants,  peasantry,  and  dependants,  the 
oaths  called  the  freeman^s  oaths,  in  a 
private  and  separate  room  to  which 
the  agents  of  the  petitioner  were  denied 
access,  and  no  persons  admitted  but  the 
friends  of  the  said  F.  Ponsonby;  and  that 
such  persons  were  admitted  by  the  said 
D.  B.  Daly,  mayor  as  aforesaid,  by  great 
numbers  at  a  time,  for  the  purpose  of  be* 
coming  occasional  voters,  and  in  order  to 
carry  the  election  against  the  petitioner, 
contrary  to  the  law  of  parliament  and  the 
rights  of  the  petitioner ;  and  that  several 
freemen  would  have  qualified  under  the 
act  4th  Geo.  1,  c.  15,  and  would  have 
voted  for  the  petitioner  at  the  electioa 
aforesaid,  if  the  said  D.  B.  Daly  had  not 
refused  to  administer  the  oaths  of  qualifica« 
tion  to  such  persons,  although  the  same 
were  duly  demanded  to  be  administered 
by  the  said  D.  B.  Daly;  and  that  the 
sheriffs  received  the  votes  of  many  persons 
against  the  petitionerwbo  were  disqualified 
from  voting,  and  of  many  persons  who 
voted  as  freemen  of  the  said  corporation, 
and  freeholders  of  the  town  and  county 
of  th^  town  of  Galway  aforesaid,  who  had 
no  right  or  title  of  voting  whatsoever 
either  as  freemen  or  claiming  to  be  free- 
men, or  as  having  freeholds  within  the 
county  of  the  said  town ;  and  that  several 
persons  voted  for  the  hon.  F.  Ponsonby  aa 
freemen,  who  were  non-resident,  and  not 
even  freemen  de  facto,  and  without  evi- 
dence by  the  proper  officers  of  their  ad- 
missions according  to  law ;  and  that  many 
persons  were  permitted  to  vote  for  the 
sJEiid  F.  Ponsonby,  although  there  was  no 
legal  evidence  of  the  admissions  of  sucb 
persons  entered  on  stamps,  as  required  by* 
the  Irish  act  passed  in  the  13th  and  14th 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  or  by  other 
stamp  acts,  some  or  one  of  them ;  and  that 
many  persons  were  permitted  to  vote  for 
the  said  F.  Ponsonby  whose  admissions- 
had  never  been  entered  on  stamps ;  and 
that  divers  voters  who,  at  the  said  election, 
voted  for  the  hon.  F.  Ponsonby,  were 
Roman  Catholics ;  and  that  the  certificatea 
of  their  qualification>  and  their  quali-^ 
fication  itself,  was  irregular  and  de<^ 
fective,  the  same  not  having  been  made 
or  granted  by  or  before  magistrates  or 
persons  duly  authorised  to  act  in  granting^  . 
or  allowing  the  same ;  and  that  the  oatha 
required  by  law  to  be  taken,  in  order  to 
qualify  such  persons  to  ?ote  at  an  election 
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for  a  member  to  aerre  in  pyrliameati  were 
not  duly  administered  by  or  in  the  pre* 
sence  of  the  proper  magkitraies^  officer  or 
officers^  appointed  to  adofitniiter  the  same ; 
and  that,  aiter  the  teste  of  the  writ  of  som- 
mens  to  parliament,  and  at  and  during  the 
election  aforesaid,  the  said  F.  Ponsonby, 
b^  himself,  frieAds,  agents,  and  others  on 
his  behalf,  and  parijicularly  by  the  said 
right  hon.  D.  B.  Daly,  then  and  still 
mayor  of  the  said  town  of  Galway,  did 
present  and  allow,  and  promise  to  present 
and  allow,  to  divers  persons  having  Tolei 
at  such  election,  money,  meat,  drink,  en- 
tertainment, ffift,  and  reward,  in  order 
that  the  said  hon.  F.  Pdnsonby  might  be 
elected  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  town 
and  county  of  the  town  of  Galway  afore* 
said ;  and  that,  by  the  said  several  and 
other  undue  means,  the  said  F.  Ponsonby 
obtained  an  apparent  majoritv  of  votes 
OTer  the  petitioner  at  the  said  election, 
and  has  been  returned  as  duly  elected,  al* 
though  the  petitioner  had  a  legal  minority 
of  votes  in  his  favour,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned  to  serve  in  parliament  for 
the  said  town  and  county  of  the  town  of 
Galway;  and  praying  the  House  to  de- 
clare the  election  of  roe  said  F.  Ponsonby 
for  the  said  town  and  county  of  the  town 
of  Galway  Toid ;  and  that  the  said  return 
may  be  amended  or  altered,  by  striking 
thereout  the  name  of  the  said  F.  Ponsonby 
and  inserting  in  the  place  thereof  the  name 
of  the  petitioner,  and  that  the  petitioner 
may  be  declar^  daly  elected  and  re- 
turned to  represent  thie  town  and  cotwty 
of  the  town  of  Galway  in  this  present  par- 
liament, or  to  make  such  other  order  for 
the  petitioner's  relief  in  the  premises  as 
the  House,  in  its  wisdom,  shall  think  6f 
Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideratioB 
npon  the  11th  of  February. 

The  PanrcB  REoaNt's  Missax^b  an- 

STEGTING  THE  MaEQUIS  OP  WbLUHOTOII.] 

Lord  Castlereagh  presented  the  following 
Message  from  the  Prince  Regent: 
••  Geoege,  p.  R. 
''The  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  bis  Majesty, 
having  taken  into  his  consideration  the 
eminent  and  signal  services  performed  by 
general  the  marquis  of  Wellington  on  so 
manj  occasions,  and  particularly  in  the 
glorious  battle  of  Salamanca,  is  desirous  of 
bestowing  such  a  mark  of  national  munifi- , 
cence  on  general  the  marquis  of  Welling- 
ton as  may  enable  him  to  sustain  the  high 
bonoors.  which  hia  Royal  Highness  has 


thought  proper  to  confer  on  him  and  his 
descendants. 

^Tbe  Prince  Regent  rocommends, 
therefore,  to  the  House  of  Commons  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
most  important  object  G.  P.  R.'* 

Ordered  to  be  (aJcen  into  consideratiea 
on  Monday. 

HOUSB  OF  LORDS, 
Mondi^,  December  7. 
PamcH  Regent's   Msssaob  eespbct- 

ING     THE     MaEQUIS      OP      WELLINGTON.] 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  tak- 
ing into  consideration  his  Royal  High« 
ness's  Message,  respecting  the  marquis  of 
Wellington, 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said :— In  rising, 
my  lords,  to  propose  an  Address  in  answer 
to  his  Royal  Highness'smost  gmoieaa  Mes- 
sage, for  the  purpose  of  expressing  yontf 
loraships'  concurrence  in  forwarding  hia 
Royal  Highnesses  intention,  I  am  sure,  t 
should  be  wasting  your  lordships'  tima^ 
if  1  were  to  say  one  word  in  recommenda- 
tion of  such  a  motion*  AHer  the  able  and 
eloqoent  speech  of  my  noble  friend  (earl 
Bathurst)  on  a  former  erening,  in  moving 
the  thanks  of  this  House  to  that  gallani 
and  distinguished  general,  and  after  the 
able  speeches  of  other  noble  lords,  and  oC 
the  noble  marqnia  opposite  (Laasdowne), 
upon  the  same  occasion,  it  would  be  ini« 
possible,  my  lords,  for  me  to  add  one  ex- 
pression which  cGuM  evince  more  of  my 
own  admiration,  or  raiae  a.  higher  opinion 
of  the  noble  marqaiVs  condoct.  At  th« 
same  time,  I  wilt  vientnre  to  ocoupy  n 
small  portion  of  your  lordships'  atlentiess 
hi  stating  a  few  circumstances  respecting 
thit  mat  general,  which  I  think  ate  en- 
titled to  oonetderation^  His  Royal  Highness 
has  stated,  that  in  wishing  to  confer  upnoa 
the  noble  marquis,  by  an  act  of  muni&^ 
cence,  what  will  enable  him  to  support  bie^ 
merited  dignities,  he  has  uken  into  con- 
sideration  the  signal  services  the  noble* 
marqnis  has  performed  for  his  country, 
ind  these  serricee,  so  constant  and- un- 
wearied, cannot  be  too  much  yaUied*  For 
four  campaigns,  my  lords,  has  the  marqnia 
of  Wellington  devoted  the  powers  of  hia 
body  and  mind,  to  the  condnct  of  the  war 
in  the  peninsula.  In  the  course  of  that 
period,  he  has^  been  opposed  tp  the  most 
cel^rated  and  experienced  of  the  French, 
generals,  to  Soolt,  to  Victor,  to  Jourdan^ 
to  S|Assena>  and  to  Marmont,  and  not 
3  - 
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^miAjt  ny  lordi,  hat  be  been  opposed  to : 
•11  tbeae,  but  he  hat  OTercome  them.    In- 
tlecd^  whe»  we  reBeei  that  the  whole  of  ^ 
4hi»  period  hM  been  deroted  to  the  cause  | 
4d  his  country,  wttbont  the  exception  of  a ' 
day^whenwe  reflect  wbal  priTations  bei 
SKOSt  have  endured,  that  no  considerations  i 
of  personal  ease  could  divert  him  from  bis , 
•object,  that  no  iatigue,  that  no  coosidera- 
tiona  of  private  policy  could  shake  him  ia 
■Ifae  discbai^  of  these  important  public 
-dntws,  we  are    led  to  wonder  at    that 
etrenglh  both  of  body  and  of  mind  which 
cotkl  eopport  bim  nnoer  all  these  eireum« 
Jtances,  and  for  so  kn^g  apeaiod.    T^e 
Inarqols  of  WelKngton»  ny  lords,  is  justly 
aensible  of  the  high  bonours  which  have 
been  conferred  upon  him,  for  no  greater 
perbaps  -ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  nan ; 
«igbt  tines  be  has  received  the  thanks  of 
parlisueaty  and  in  six  oot  of  those  eight 
\  be  wae  commander  in  chief.   Bat  in 
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teepeet  to  any  pecuniary  oonpensatton, 
SBdependdiit  of  the  reward  which  on  a 
lioMbr  occasion  was  votsd  by  the  legtsla* 
lore  to  lord  Wellington,  inptead  of  having 
4ad>  4oi4og  all  these  campaigns,  any  op- 
fwnrtautty  of  increasing  bisfortune,  he  has, 
1  believe,  en  many  ocoasioM  experienced 
ttk  ^iorintttion.  i  sbali  not  detain  your 
foffdahips'fiirdier,  than  by  proceeding  fee 
nakei^at  pvoposilion  whsch  Ian  con* 
viuoad  will  be  unanimous,  beeaose  H  is 
mm  ki  whkb  yoa  are  catted  upon  to  con- 
soar,  in  justice  lo  lord  Wellington,  and  to 
yoareelves.  Because,  my  lords,  in  oonfer- 
vitog  apon  lord  Wellington  a  reward  for  his 
yaai  and  distiognisbed  services,  yau  only 
do  that  to  which  he  is  entitled  as  an  «idi« 
trid«al ;  m4  wben  yoa  take  cta^  to  re- 
ward so  gveat  and  andbputed  aervtces  in 
ancb  an  individual,  yo^  adopt  the  wisest 
policy- ibi'  the  preserveftion  and  security  of 
your  country,  i  may  here  «dd  what  more 
|MPop«rty  comes  first  under  consideration 
in  another  place,  that  it  is  the  intentioin  of 
govemmenttopreposeagrant  of  100,000^. 
to  be  vested  in  landed  property,  for  the 
ma  of  the  noble  martinis  and  bis  heirs, 
and  in  such  manner  as  witl  be  mote  par* 
lioalariy  described  inthe  act  for  that  pur- 
pose.<^^The  nobfe  earl  concbided)  by 
inotiwg  an  hunble  Address  to  the  PHnce 
ftegent^  tanking  bim  M  Mi  neat  gracioas 
IImmo^  and  )tosiiring  bin  that  their 
lardsb^tt  will  most  readilv  concar  in  car- 
tying  his  Royal  Higtmess^s  intentions  into 
eflbct* 

Loud  HoiUmi  bad   no   disposition  to 
naki  noy  obserratieA  open  the  present 


notion,  after  |be  able  and  just  mode  in 
wbicb  the  marquis  of  Wellington's  distin- 
guished service  had  been  described  ;  in 
every  word  ^wbich  be  most  heartily  con- 
curred. (He  had  only  to  remark  that  the 
proposition  of  the  noble  earl  had  bis  eifiire 
approbation,  and  he  felt  satisfied  in  bear^ 
ing  the  statement  and  extent  of  the  gram 
intended,  and  the  mannrr  in  which  it  was 
meant  to  be  appropriated. 

The  Address  was  then  agreed  to  mm 
dm. 

VicB  Chakcsllok's  Bill.]  Lord  HoU 
laitd  was  desirous  of  submitting  to  their 
lordships'  attention,  a  motion  for  fortbei' 
information  respecting  the  Bill  introduced 
by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  (Redesdale). 
I^  noble  and  learned  lord,  on  a  former 
night,  iiad  expressed  his  intention  to  op^ 
pose  every  proposition  for  delay.    Btit  he 

J  lord  Holland)  was  no  further  desirous  of 
elay,  than  lliat  before  the  House  passed 
a  measure  of  such  importance,  •  they 
should  have  every  information  requisite  to 
form  their  jadgnent  upon  it.  He,  there* 
fore,  intended  to  tnove  for  the  Report  of 
the  Connittee  of  the  House  of  Commons* 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  de« 
lay>  in  the  decision  of  suits  jn  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  He  was  the  more  desirous  of 
having  this  ifffomation  before  them,  as  it 
wobM  enable  the  House  better  to  decido 
upon  the  Propriety  of  the  BiH,  and  giva 
time  for  tbe  attendance  of  several  nob\6 
lords  trho,  no  doubt,  would  be  desirous  of 
<folivering  their  aentiments  upon  the  sub* 
ject.  There  were  many  objections  be 
ewlertained  against  this  measure,  which  ha 
would  wot  enter  into  sA  present,  but  which 
wosld  pnnbably  be  stated  upon  ^e  third 
readine ;  and  he  trested  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  would  so  far  accede  to  a  foil 
conssdeiraiiein  of  his  intended  measure,  as 
to  postpone  iu  Bhal  consideration  till  alter 
the  holidays.  In  the  mean  timfe  be  fAum\4 
naka  the  motion  of  which  be  had  given 
nodce,  and  against  which,  he  believed, 
there  couM  be  no  dsjection. 

Lord  iMadtde  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
tba  motion  ef  the  noble  lord,  bat  be  could 
aesure  Ibe  Houas,  that  no  informatioit 
oooM  be  derived  from  tbe  Report  alluded 
lOy  capable  of  altering  their  opinions  apoit 
the  raeaaaite  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
propose;  Their  lordships  wouM  recollect 
that  ^is  ^object  had  been  under  their  con- 
aidamllon  for  neaHy  thrOe  years ;  that  a 
committee  had  been  appointed,  who  were 
unafOiboariy  of  opinioii  tfant  the  evil  co^i* 
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plaiiMcl  of  required  immediate  remedy  ; 
and  that  the  same  committee,  composed 
of  persons  of  all  others  most  competent  to 
suggest  a  remedy,  bad  recommended  the 
pleasure  now  proposed.  With  respect  to 
the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  it  only  went 
to  the  production  of  a  Report  which  had 
little  connection  with,  the  causes  and 
grounds  of  the  present  measure.  The  Re* 
port  was  made  by  a  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  causes  of  delay  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  chiefly  arose,  he  beliered,  oul  of  a 
disposition  to  ascertain  whether  the  caaies 
in  that  court  had  increased.  The  causes 
in  that  court  had  certainly  increased,  and, 
from  the  increase  of  causes  in  all  the 
courts  below,  the  Lord  Chancellor  was 
precluded  from  deriving  tjhat  assistance 
from  the  judges,  which  was  given  to  my 
lord  Hardwicke  and  others.  But  the  in- 
crease of  causes  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
did  not  apply  to  the  increase  of  Appeals 
and  Writs  of  Error  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  arrear  of  these  Appeals  and  Writs  of 
Error  was  enormous ;  it  now  amounted  to 
more  than  270,  which  would  require  from 
12  to  13  years  (o  decide,  accordfing  to  the 
mode  in  which  these  causes  had  been 
hitherto  decided,  without  taking  into  cal- 
culation the  accumulating  arrear  which 
would  take  place  in  the  interval.  This 
delay  in  the  decision  of  Appeals  was  a 
growing  evil,  and  one  of  enormous  magni« 
tude  and  great  grievance  to  the  suitor.— 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  next  proceeded 
to  notice  the  hardships  of  many  individual 
cases,  where  the  parties  were  put  to  the 
most  serious  loss  and  the  greatest  incon* 
Tenience.  In  one  instance,  the  rents  and 
profits  now  depending,  in  consequence  of 
delay,  amounted  to  30,000/.  and,  in  others, 
his  lordship  shewed  what  injurious  effects 
might  result  from  a  further  delay  on  the 
death  of  the  parlies.  The  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  present  Bill  had  been  dis* 
cussed  in  the  last  session,  and  neither  the 
noble  lord,  nor  any  other  peer,  had  then 
suggested  "Uny  alteration  in  lieu  of  the 
present.  When  the  Bill  miscarried  in  the 
other  House,  he  had  promised  to  bring  it 
forward  this  session;  and,  in  now  pro- 
posing it  to  their  lordships'  consideration, 
he  had  kept  bis  word  and  discharged  his 
duty.  It  was  intended  .that  a  Vice«Chan- 
cellor  should  attend  to  the  business  of 
Chancery,  while  the  npble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack  sat  from  ten  till  three 
o'clock,  for  three  days  in  the  week,  decid- 
ing cases  now  before  the  House.    How- 
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ever  early  this  Bill  might  pass,  a  conski*- 
rable  part  of  the  session  was  likely  to 
elapse  before  it  could  be  carried  int# 
effect.  He  was,  tberefoie,  inclined  to  op^ 
pose  any  measure  whatever  likely  to  pro- 
duce delay,  but  at  the  same  time  be 
could  not  object  to  the  motion  of  ihd  noblo 
lord. 

Upon  the  order  of  the  day  being  readi 
forgoing  into  a  committee  upon  the  Bill, 

Ix>rd  Holland  again  rose,  and  addressed 
the  House  upon  the  subject  of  this  nie»» 
sure.  He  was  the  more  induced  to  state 
his  sentiments,  in  consequence  of  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  had  intimate 
his  surprize,  that  no  other  measure  had 
been  proposed  by  him  instead  of  that 
recommended  in  the  present  Bill.  With 
respect  to  himself,  be  did  not  consider  bis 
knowledge  equal  to  the  task;  and  be 
deemed  tne  argument  a  little  extraordinary 
which  would  infer,  that  because  he  die 
not  possess  that  legal  knowledge  whieh 
was  most  competent  to  suggest  the  fittest 
plan  to  be  adopted,  it  was  to  be  inferred 
that  he  could  not  consistently  state  his  ob- 
jections to  the  one  proposed.  The  noble 
and  learned  lord  would  do  him  the  justice 
to  recollect,  that  on  a  former  occasion  he 
hid  not  publicly,  but  privately,  comma* 
nicated  to  him  his  objections  to  the  pre* 
sent  measure.  This  was,  however,  a 
serious  subject,  as  it  affected  the  state  and 
the  law  of  the  country ;  and  although  be 
was  afraid  he  might  discover  ignorance  in 
his  own  ideas  respecting  it,  yet,  when  he 
saw  the  noble  and  learned  lord  so  anziona 
to  push  this  measure  in  the  absence  of 
those  who  couki  have  more  ably  pointed 
out  its  impropriety,  he  felt  himself  parti- 
cularly called  upon  to  express  his  <Aijeo 
tions  to  the  Bill.  With  resp^t  to  all  that 
had  beensuted  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
evil  complained  of,  and  the  immediate 
necessity  for  its  being  remedied,  he  and 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  were  perfectly 
agreed;, but  he  eiHertained  very  serioos 
objections  against  the  mode  now  recom* 
mended,  not  because  it  would  bean  uncon* 
stitutional  measure--no,  he  bad  formerly 
state(l  that  this  would  be  a  material  alte- 
ration in  the  constitution  of  this  country^ 
and  certainly  he  thought  so  still— ibut  with 
all  the  admiration  he  ever  should  cherish 
for  the  British  constitution,  he  would  be 
ever  ready  to  acquiesce  in  any  alteration 
which  should  be  proved  to  be  necessary^ 
and  likely  to  be  effectual  for  the  pnrpoaea 
for  ifhich  it  was  intended.    He  heggeiU 
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In  speaking  upon  ihistabjec^  to  be  plain-' 
]y  iiniierstoiNl,  and  tbet  wben  be  mentidn- 
M  fiia  objedions^  be  meant  tbem  not  to 
apply  to  the  noble  and  learned  lord  who 
pretMled  on  the  woolsack,  for  whom  no 
one  could  entertain  a  higher  opinion. 
With  regard  to  that  high  office,  no  one 
was  more  anxious  that  it  should  be  reward- 
ed with  a  salary  commensarate  to  its  im- 
portance, and  its  utility  in  the  constitu- 
tion.  In  saying  this,  nevertheless,  he  la- 
mented that  a  part  of  the  income  of  that 
office  arose  from  bankruptcies— from  the 
disiressed  property  of  the  subjects'  of  the 
country.  Not  one  farthing  of  this  income 
did  he  d^ire  to  see  retrenched ;  but  it 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  tbs  person 
filling  that  high  office,  that  this  portion  of 
his  income  should  arise  to  him  by  a  direct 
grant  in  another  manner.  Perhaps  if  an 
officer  were  appointed  to  administer  the 
bankrupt  laws,  instead  of  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, it  might  relieve  that  high  officer  so 
much  as  to  enable  him  to  dispatch  the  bu- 
siness of  that  House  and  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. But  be  felt  strong  objections  to  the 
division  of  the  office  of  lord  high  chancel- 
lor iteelf;  That  office  he  regarded  as  one 
most  important  in  the  state,  and  one  most 
useful  to  the  country.  As  it  was  now  con- 
stituted, it  couki  not  be  filled  by  an 
incompetent  person ;  it  must  be  filled  by 
one  deeply  imbued  with  legal  knowledge; 
and  he  left  it  for  the  House  to  consider 
how  important  it  must  ever  be  to  the  state, 
that  s'ueih  a  person  should  have  a  seat  in 
the  coundls  of  his  sovereign,  and  how 
useful  it  must  be  to  the  country  that  the 
head  of  the  law  should  be  dignified  by 
such  a  station  in  the  government.  He 
was  noc  speakioff  these  sentimenU  with 
consideration  to  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack ;  but 
when  be  looked  to  future  times,  he  was  ap« 
prebensive  that  the  consequence  of  this  di- 
vision of  the  office  would  be»  that  the  lord 
hi^h  chancellor  would  become  a  mere, po- 
litical character  in  the  state,  and  that  the 
Tice-cbaBcellor  would  be  the  real  and 
only  legal  decider  of  the  law.  There 
might  be  other  means  of  remedy  more  ef- 
fectual, and  not  likely  to  be  attended  with 
mischief  greater  than  those  it  was  intend- 
ed to  cure.  He  iniUnced  the  relief  the 
lord  chancellor  might  experience  in  al- 
tering the  administration  of  the  law  re- 
specting bankruptcies.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  who  spoke  last  was  entitled 
to  uocb  praise  for  the  attention  he  had 
pud  to  the  alteration  of  apart  of  the  law 


similar  to  that  of  bankruptcjr;  and  he 
trusted  he  would  pursue  his  intention  (^ 
supplying  the  remedies  which  had  been 
so  oflen  applied  to  the  shame  of  the  legist 
lature— he  meant  temporary  acts  of  in- 
solvency. That  measure  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  would  require  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  distinct  court,  and  he  did  not 
perceive  why  a  similar  and  distinct  provi- 
sion might  not  be  made  in  the  case  of 
bankrupts. 

Lord  Rcdetdak  had  no  desire  to  have 
this  measure  passed  through  parliament 
before  the  holidays ;  but  under  the  consi« 
deration  of  its  necessity,  he  trusted  their 
lordships  would  agree  to  its  passing  that 
House,  in  order  that  it  might  go  to  the 
Commons  as  speedily  as  pouible.  With 
respect  to  the  objection  mentioned  by  the 
noble  lord,  as  to  the  division  of  the  office 
of  chancellor,  it  must  be  recollected,  thai 
still  the  lord  high  chancellor  would  be 
constantly  occupied  in  the  decision  of  moat 
intricateand  important  points  of  law  befora 
that  House.  It  was  impossible,  therefore^ 
that  the  office  conld  be  filled  by  an  Income 
potent  person,  any  more  than  in  its  pre^i^ 
sent  constitution.  The  lord  chancellor 
would  then  eaually,  as  now,  be  under  tho 
observation  or  the  public ;  and,  consider* 
inff  the  importance  of  bis  legal  knowf 
ledffe  in  the  advice  of  the  crown,  it  waa 
higblv  improbable  that  any  minister 
would  venture  to  appoint  any  other  thaa 
a  person  whose  talents  and  learning  fitted 
him  for  the  situs^tion.  The  noble  lord  had 
suggested  the  propriety  of  separating  the 
administration  of  the  bankrupt  law  from 
the  office  of  chancellor;  but  cases  of 
vital  consequence  to  the  conunerce  of  the 
country,  more  so  than  all  the  cases  put  to* 
gether  in  the  couru  below,  came  before 
him  for  decision ;  and  it  would  be  mtt 
haps  dangerous  to  this  department  of  the 
law,  if  toe  adjudication  of  these  cases 
were  committed  to  any  other  jurisdiction* 
— ^With  regard  to  the  salary  of  the  new 
judge,  there  were  other  sources  from 
whence  it  might  be  paid,  without  burthen* 
Ing  the  people.  It  would  be  considered* 
that  the  property  of  suitors»  by  various  ac« 
cidenu,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Chancery* 
and  had  created  a  fund  of  considerable 
magnitude.  The  amount  of  this  property 
now  vested  in  the  bank  of  England,  ex« 
ceeded  400,000/.  and  it  would  not  require 
half  of  that  sum  to  create  a  permanent 
salary  for  the  vice-chancellor,  and  ther^ 
could  be  no  objection  to  the  application 
of  that  fund  for  thepurpose^ 
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Tii«  BiH  liMB  ptfsei  throogfa  a  Cobk 
siktee,  and  was  ordered  to  be  reported  to- 
anonreww 


HOUSE   OF  COftI.MON& 

PfttiTfON  VROM  LEicflmsa  Clekgt  nfe^ 
«PBCTtffo  THE  Roman  Catholics.]  Bfr. 
Lee  Keck  presenled  a  PetMon  from  liie 
archdeacon  and  clergy  of  the  archdea- 
conry and  comity  of  Leieeiter,  setting 
ibrth, 

^  That  the  archdeacon  and  clergy  afore- 
laid,  take  tfhe  liberty  of  stoting  to  the 
fionse,  Ibalt  although  they  hate  hitherto 
been  paasiTe  observers  of  the  growing 
claims  of  our  Roman  Catholtc  birethren, 
^e  period  is  now  arrifed  when  nlence 
MHcht  seem  to  sanction  those  general 
idanns  offreedomfrom  all  disabtf  ities*  which 
they  beg  leave  to  oppose  for  the  ibllowing 
veasons;  vrz.  that  the  repeal  ef  the  restrtc- 
tire  etatutes,  gracioasly  inteoded  to  paoifjr 
die  discontents  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
iMth  only  served  to  render  their  discon«> 
tents  less  peacefd ;  that  civil  privileges 
twarded  to  Uiem  as  the  ultimatwn  of  tl^r 
liesires,  and,  npon  their  own  avowal,  as 
closing  the  doors  of  parliament  against 
them,  were  received  with  a  secret  resetve 
^  being  only  pto  hoc  vice,  add  have 
opened  a  stHI  wider  door  for  fbtore  de^ 
•MAds :  that  concessions  seem  only  to 
iMve  begotten  Iresh  concessions,  %#  be  re- 
|>eated  tiH  nothing  be  left  to  be  conceded, 
mm)  that  in  the  original  fisrmation  of  a 
aivil  government,  the  ftoman  Catholics 
might  perhaps  demand  the  allowance  of 
their  daimei^  hot  in  one  already  ^med, 
•nd  wimae  constitutional  laws  are  funda- 
mentally hostile  to  such  claim,  they  can 
only  he  granted  upon  the  prineiple  of  ez^ 
^ediency,  and  as  an  experiment  which  is 
pregnant  with  danger  to  civil  and  religions 
Itb^y,  and  therefore  not  to  be  hazarded; 
and  that  the  petitioners  do  not  and  cannot 
consider  thia  question  in  a  politieal  view, 
to  the  exclusion  of  religious  prineip)es,  all 
the  actions  of  moral  agents  being  in  one 
lense,  and  that  the  only  goarantee  of  in- 
tegrity strictly  of  a  relig^os  nature,  not 
less  so  in  the  oabimft  than  in  the  ^urch  ^ 
Shd  that  the  resistance  of  the  pe^ioners 
is  not  founded  merely  upon  anydiffS^rence 
in  the  creeds  of  Protestants  and  Ebman 
Cathdies  considered  In  ^ie  abstract,  but 
npon  the  nature  of  this  diflhrence  as  i^ 
volviiig  tenets  of  exdusive  salvation, 
foreign  aUegi«nccf»  a&d  infallibility  e#  ge« 
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neral  eouocik;  that  the  baneM  mfluoncc 
of  thaseteaetsis  not  to  be  ascertained  from 
the  extarioff  of  society  in  Froiestant  eaftn* 
Uisbmenls,  wh^e  shemumbcr  of  Bomsm 
Calh^ws  is  comparatively  sma1l»  not  in 
Great  Britain,  when  they  aM  kept  in 
check  by  the  strong  arm  of  Proteatittt 
possar;  but  in  Popsh  govevaments^  hjr 
•the  peraeoutioM  >of  all  without  the  pi4c  of 
their  own  Ohnrcfa^  but  esclasive  of  ^m^, 
that  ibeir  tenets  are  so  incompatible  with 
the  etvsl  end  Teligious  liberty  of  edrce»- 
alitcsmn  that  lliey  cannat  harmomae  s»> 
gether>  tbsre  can  be  no  oommcnimi  of 
amity  and  unity  between  them  ;  and  is  it 
to  be  imagmed  that  the  pesscasion  of  pofi« 
tical  power  will  operate  as  a  soporific  co 
tenets  ahvays  active  in'  ael^gramlMBC- 
meat,  and  never  quicscentunless  in  a  ataHa 
of  compression ;  and  that  the  pesitioneBs 
cannot  by  any  casuiiWy  consdentioaiiy 
pronomce  a  religion  to  be  corrupt  and 
ideiawoua,  yet  appear  to  supyait  it ;  r»» 
SMtuace  oommaabn  with  it  as  enroacocs^ 
aad  yet  do  any  thi^  that  may  couaibait 
to  the  q)raad  of  its  errors ;  invest  im 
asembers  with  honour  and  power  whiolL 
may  reader  their  e»unple  more  attractive, 
wiiboat  participating  in  the  cormpticii. 
aad  idolatrT  of  thoae  who  may  thus  b^ 
misled;  aad  that  the  piiac^ples  avowed  at 
the  Rew^Qtion,  recogaiaedaildintetwcvan 
in  the  very  textare  of  the  OevoaatioB  Oaih 
ever  aiooe>  mid  with  most  veHgioaa  firash 
ness  adhered  to  by  the  fttthcr  of  bispeia- 
ple,  ocr  most  gratioua,  venerable^  and 
beloved  monarchy  throughout  his  vary  mi- 
dooua  reign,  embolden  us  to  hope  that  no 
pocoliarity  of  -thaes  and  cimmmetaaoeh 
will  load  to  tbe  reamval  of  those  sacnsd 
bclwarfes  by  which  oar  ancestors  hava 
happily  secansd  the  saMy  ^  the  (%arcb, 
the  throne^  and  the  Protestant  oammnnity 
at  large ;  and  that  bowev^  desiriaas  dm 
petitioners  may  be  to  conciliate  the  esteem 
and  prove  their  charity  for  their  Roman 
Catholic  brethren,  by  aoqaieseing  in 
their  claims^  yat  tbe  paramount  duty  of 
preserving  tbe  existing  estaUishaieots  dec- 
oies  them  that  satisffl»tion>  and  obHgea 
them  to  deckre,  la  conjunctioa  with  the. 
great  mam  of  tbe  Protestkat  popalatiwft  eC 
the  empire,  aad  it  ia  bamhly  befod  of 
PiDtestantHousesofLordsabd^Coaimoaa— 
Nohmm  Loga  Mtif^ut  aitaanK''— Ordered 
to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Otaat  €Mi8vr  l^acrtoH-^Ptrmoa 
OP  ELCcffoas.]  A  Petition  of  Chttrles  Lowe 
cock,  WUtom  Wrayi  tad  WlHiMa  Mtmdy^ 
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fiwe  borgtnM,  roktn,  tad  el«cl«rs  of  tho 
horoogii  •f  Great  Qrimtby^  ta  the  eonnty 
of  Liii^D^  who  were  TO«er»  and  voted  at 
tiie  last  electteo  foiPaeaibers  to  serve  m 
tkis  present  partiament  for  the  said  bo- 
roagh  of  Great  GriaMby«  on  behalf  of 
theoittlvet  aad  etiMis,  free  burgeeses  and 
?oten  of  Ibo  said  boroagh  of  Gveat 
Qfinsbj^  was  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  Tha%  at  the  lass  eleetion  for  the  bo- 
reogh  of  Great  Qrvmby,  en  the  dth  of 
October  1842^  John  Henry  Loft^  esq., 
Bbeaeser  JoImi  Collett,  esq..  Sir  Robert 
Heron,  hart.,  and  John  Peter  Grant,  esq., 
were  candidates ;  and  that  the  said  peti* 
tisaen,  wtio  have  thereunto  signed  their 
names^  were  then  and  now  are  ftree  bur- 
geties  and  rotors  of  the  said  boroogh,  and 
vsird  at  the  said*  last  eleetion ;  and  that, 
on  the  5<b  of  October  hst,  b^nff  the  day 
preceding  the  election,  William  Wardale, 
esq.,  the  ■Myor  of  the  said  borough,  and 
retaming  oncer,  held  a  full  coart  of 
nsror,  alderaien,  common  councilmen, 
and  bargesses  of  the  said  boroughi  at  which 
nid  court  the  said  W.  Wardale  did  par- 
tially and  ooimptly.  wilfully,  unlawfully, 
aad  of  his  own  authority,  adroit  certain 
persons  to  the  freedom  of  tho  said  borough 
who  were  not  entitled  thereto^  and  did 
nsglect  and'  refwe  to  submit  to  the  consi- 
deration and  judgment  of  the  said  court, 
tlw  claimedx  right  of  such  persons  to  be 
afoitted  to  their  freedom,  which  by  the 
constitution  and  usage  of  the  said  borough 
he  ought  to  have  done;  that  the  said  W. 
Wardale  did  also  partially  and  corroptly, 
wilfully,  nnlarwfolly,  and  of  his  own  author 
rity,  refbse  to  admit  certain  other  persons 
who  were  entitled  and  claimed  at-the  said 
fall  court  to  be  admitted  fireemen  of  the 
said  borough,  to  their  freedom  therein, 
some  of  whom  had  been  declared,  decided, 
and  established  by  a  Committee  of  the 
House  to  have  suoh  claims,  rights,  and 
titles,  and  did  also  neglect  and  refuse  to 
submit  to  the  aldermen,  common  couneil- 
men,  and  bargesses  of  the  said  borough,  in 
the  said  loll-  court  assembled,  the  rights 
and  claims  of  such  persons  to  be  adRnitted 
te  their  freedom  of  the  said  borough,  and 
which,  by  the  constitution  and  usage  of 
the  said  borough,  he  ought  to  hare  done  ; 
that  the  said  W.  Wardale  did  wilfully, 
partifdiy,  corruptly,  illegally,  and  of  his 
own  auihority,  in  direct  yiolation  of  the 
laws  of  the  realm,  the  constitution  and 
asage  of  the  said  borough,  and  also 
ia  wilfal  opposition  to  the  decisions  of 
Csaittitteas  of-  the  House,  and   w'hich 
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decisions  had  been  established  'by  Or* 
dere  and  Resohitiona  of  the  House,  per- 
sist in  discharging  the  said  Ml  eonrc  of 
mayor,  aldermen^  common  coimcilmen, 
and  burgesMS  on  the  erening  of  the  said 
5th  of  October,  although  he  then  knew 
that  many  persons  who  hat  rights  and 
claims  to  be  admitted  to  their  fr^oros  of 
and  in  the  said  borough  were  then  waiting 
and  remaining  in  the  said  borough  for  that 
purpose,  who  had  spoken  to  him  the  said 
W.  Wardale  thereupon,  and  to  whom  ho 
bad  grven  his  promise  that  the  said  Ml 
court  should  be  adjourned  until  the  next 
morning,  as  was  usually  and  heretofore 
the  ease,  and  on  which  day,  being  Tues- 
day, it  ought  to  bare  been  held :  but  he, 
finding  that  the  whole,  or  nearly  so^  of  the 
peiaons  then  within  the  borough,  who 
were  likely  to  rote  fbr  the  said  sir  R. 
Heron  and  J.  Pt  Grant,  whose  cause  and 
interest  he  had  most  publicly  and  glaringly 
espoused,  had  gained  their  admissions,  ne, 
by  the  most  determined,  wilful,  and  fltt» 
grant  injutyce,  discharged  the  court,  not 
only  without  putting  it  to  the  consideration 
and  judgment  of  the  aldermen,  common 
councilmen,  and  burgesses,  but  in  direct 
and  posrtire  oppositign  to  the  almost  una- 
nimous claim  of  them  all,  upon  a  motion 
put  by  one  alderman,  a  burgess,  and  9e^ 
conded  by  anoTher  alderman,  a  burgess, 
to  hare  it  adjourned  to  the  next  morning, - 
.as  by  law  and  the  custom  and  usage  of 
the  said  borough  he  ought  to  hare  done, 
but  he  actually  did  order  the  discharge,' 
and  did  discharge  the-  said  court  accord* 
ingly  without  any  adjournment ;  and  that, 
on  the  next  day,  the  6th  of  October  last, 
being  the  day  of  eleetion,  great  numbers 
of  persons  haring  undoubted  rights  and 
claims  to  be  admitted  to  their  freedoms 
of  the  said  borough,  did  make  application 
to  and  demand  of  the  said  W.  Wardale, 
in  court,  to  hold  a  full  court,  that  they 
might  be  legally  admitted,  and'diddemand 
and  claim  to  be  so  admitted  to  their  free- 
dom of  the  said  borough,  without  which 
they  were  incapable  of  using  their  dectire 
franchises  and  birth-rights  at  the  said 
election  fbr  members  to  serre  in  this  pre- 
sent parliament,  and  which  said  demands- 
and  apj>lication8  fbr  the  said  full  court' 
and  sdmissions  to  the  freedom  of  the 
said  borough  were  supported  by  great' 
numbers  of  ibe  aldermen,  common  coun- 
cihnen,  and  burgesses,  to  prerent  such' 
wilful,  determined,  and  flagrant  acti  of  in- 
justice; but  the  said  W«  Wardale,  did 
most  wilfully,  wantonly,  rezatiouslyj  coi^ 
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rttpUvi  paltially,  illegally,  and  of  his  own 
aaihority,  refuse  to  hold  such  full  court 
for  the  admission  of  the  .said  persons  to 
their  freedoms  of  the  said  borough,  and 
did  refuse  to  put  their  claims  for  their 
admissions  to  their  freedoms  of  the  said 
borough  to  the  aldermen,  common  coun- 
cilmen,  and  burgesses  then  and  there 
assembled,  but  did  most  wantonly,  vexa- 
tiously,  and  corruptly  refuse  to  srant  them 
their  said  freedoms  of  the  said  borough, 
and  did  proceed  to  the  election  without 
attending  to  those  "persons  who  unim- 
peachably  claimed  their  freedoms  by  the 
.  unquestionable  rights  of  birth,  marriage, 
and  servitude,  which  claims  and  demands 
were  many  times  repeated  in  the  course 
of  the  said  6th  of  October  by  the  said 
parties,  and  by  burgesses  on  their  behalf, 
which  said  claims  and  demands  the  said 
W.  Wardale  constantly  resisted  and  re- 
fused, as  also  to  put  their  said  claims  and 
demands  to  the  judgment  of  ihe  said  alder- 
men, common  councilmen,  and  burgesses 
i|o  assembled  for  their  decision,  which, 
according  to  the  usage  and  customs  of  the 
said  borough  of  Great  Grimsby,  he  ought 
to  have  done  ;  and,  for  the  neglect  of  so 
aubmittiog  the  said  claims  to  the  said 
aldermen,  common  councilmen,  and  bur- 
gesses so  assembled,  the  said  W.  Wardale 
could  not  use  the  plea  of  ignorance,  hav- 
ing been  a  gownman  on  the  bench,  and 
taking  an  active  part  and  opposition  to 
John  Simpson  the  mayor  and  returning 
officer  of  the  said  borough  in  July  1802, 
when  the  said  John  Simpson  took  upon 
himself  to  decide  like  claims  and  rights 
without  submitting  them  to  the  judgment 
and  decision  of  the  aldermen,  common 
councilmen,  and  burgesses  then  and  there 
assembled,  for  which  the  House,  to  mark 
iU  indignation,  and  to  be  a  warning  'and 
examp^  to  other  mayors  and  returning 
officers  of  the  said  borough  of  Great 
Grimsby,  did  commit  the  said  John  Simp- 
son, the  then  said  mayor  and  returning 
officer,  to  his  majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate : 
That  the  said  W.  Wardale,  at  and  during 
the  said  last  election,  did  act  most  par- 
tially and  corruptly  in  the  execution  of 
l)is  said  office  of  returning  officer,  and  did 
at  the  poll  reject  the  votes  of  many  per- 
sons having  right  and  rights  to  vote  at  the 
said  election,  and  who  tendered  their  votes 
for  the  said  J.  H.  Loft  and  the  said  £.  J. 
Collett  esquires,  and  which  votes  he,  as 
such  returning  officer  at  the  said  election, 
otught  to  have  received  and  admitted  on 
the  poll ;  and  the  only  reasons  that  they 
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were  not  so  received  and  placed  on  the 
said  poll,  were  his  own  acts  of  injustice, 
partiality,  and  corruption,  in  not  holding 
the  full  court  for  their  admisnons  to  their 
freedoms  of  the  said  boroush,  and  some  of 
which  persons  had  been  decided  to  have 
legal  rights  by  a  decision  of  a  Committee 
of  the  House  on  a  former  Petition  being 
tried:  That  the  said  W.  Wardale,  the 
said  mayor  and  returning  officer,  did,  at 
the  said  last  election,  receive  and  admit 
on  the  said  poll,  for  the  said  sir  R.  Heroo, 
hart*,  and  J.  P.  Grant,  the  votes  of  divers 
paupers,  felon* convicts,  non-resident  or 
foreign  freemen,  and  others  who  had  no 
right  to  vote  at  the  said  election,  and 
which  votes  he,  the  said  W.  Wardale,  as 
such  returning  officer,  ought  to  have  re- 
jected :  That  persons  bavins  rights  to  vote 
at  the  said  last  election,  and  who  went  for 
the  purpose  of  tendering  their  votes  for 
the  said  J.  H.  Lofl,  and  £.  J.  CoUeU,  were 
prevented  going  into  the  hall  by  armed 
persons,  stationed  at  the  door  by  the  said 
W.  Wardale,  the  said  returning  officer, 
and  never  could  tender  their  votes;  and 
that  the  said  sir  R.  Heron,  hart,  and  J.  P. 
Grant  were,  and  each  of  them,  by  himself, 
his  agents,  managers,  and  others,  on  their 
and  his  behalf,  before,  at,  and  during  the 
said  election,  and  before  and  during  the 
poll  taken  at  the  said  election,  guilty  of 
the  most  open  and  notorious  bribery  and 
corruption  of  the  electors  of  the  said  bo- 
rough, to  give  their  votes  for  them  and 
each  of  them  the  said  sir  R.  Heron  and  J. 
P.  Grant,  and  to  refuse  and  forbear  to  give 
their  votes  for  the  said  J.  H.  Loft  and  £• 
J.  Collett,  in  order  that  they  the  said  sir 
R.  Heron  and  J.  P.  Grant  might  be  re« 
turned  members  to  serve  in  this  present 
parliament  for  the  said  borough:  That 
the  said  sir  R.  Heron  and  J.  P.  Grant, 
and  each  of  them,  by  himself  his  agents 
and  managers,  and  by  other  penons  on 
his  and  their  behalf,  at  and  auring  the 
said  election,  and  previous  to  the  same, 
did,  by  gifts,  loans  and  rewards,  and  by 
threats,  promises,  agreements  and  seco- 
rities  fdr  gifts,  loans  and  rewards,  cormpt 
and  procure,  and  attempt  to  corrupt  and 
procure,  divers  persons,  being  electors  of 
the  said  borough,  to  give  their  votes  at  the 
said  election  for  them  the  said  sir  R.  Heron 
and  J.  P.  Grant,  and  each  of  them,  that 
they  the  said  sir  R.  Heron  and  J.  P.  Grant 
might  be  elected  and  returned  membera 
to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for 
the  said  borough ;  that  they  and  each  of 
them  also  did,  by  gifts,  loans  and  rewards. 
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«hI  bjr  (iH«ats»  ^miiites  and  i^eeaeACi, 
«nd  aevtirHies  for  gifts,  )o«na  and  rewards, 
««lTii^  and  procure^  and  aitesipt  to  4H>rrttpt 
lUid  procure,  divers  persons  being  electors 
«f  tl»e  said  barooglk  W  refase  and  forbettr 
to  give  tfieir  voles  at  tfeie  said  election  lor 
tbe  aaid  J.  (L  Loft  and  £.  J.  Coilett,  that 
4iie  aaM  %\t  ft  Hefon  asd  J^  P.  Grant 
«ilg^  Ire  elected  a»d  reiarned  for  the 
•Mnd^MMTOagli :  That  tbe  aaid  sir  R.  HerOA, 
Iwrtn  ^nd  J.  P.  Grant!,  and  «ach  of  theiti, 
by  htmael^  his4ig6ntai  nanagens  friifndl, 
-smmI  vliKT  fwraoBs -on  his  and  iheir  behalf, 
were  gaiHy  «f  the  mbst  open  and  puMic 
•bribery  and  cerroption^  in  giving  tHtdM  of 
iD<»8eyy  and  promises  and  secnrities  for 
aooiB  6f  noney  to  the  corporation,  and  %o 
and  for  tbe  use  and  benefit  of  the  oorpo« 
awtion  and  corporators,  such  liorporaitors 
being  voters,  and  having  had  votes  in  tbe 
aaid  last  election  for  the  said  borough,  and 
ahat  tkey  iftere  also  gai4^  of  bribery  ^nd 
co«iq>tion  in  giving  sqdis  of  money  to  and 
for  the  ose  and  beaefit  i>f  the  said  borough 
previous  to,  at»  and  dai-ing  the  aatd  lait 
chection  of  mcsbers  to  serve  m  this  pre- 
lent  parliament  for  the  said  borough,  in 
«rdcr  ahal  they  ^kt  said  sir  R.  Heron  and 
J.  P.  Grant  might  be  elected  and  returned 
ttiembers  to  aerve  in  thk  present  parlia* 
«vsnt  for  Ihe  ftaid  borough :  That  the  said 
air  E.  Heron  nod  J.  P.  Grantdid,  after  the 
diasaloiion  of  tbe  l^t  parltaeient^  and 
after  ihe  issuing  of  the  writ  for  the-elec- 
tron  df  ihiB  present  parilamant,  aad  at  and 
4ortngthe  said  la^  election,  by  themselves 
and  tbeir  agenla,  managers  and  frtendi, 
«Bd  by  adiers  on  their  b^lf,  and  at  their 
tAarge,«wl  eaeh  of  them,  by  himaelf,  his 
•gents,  friends,  and  managers,  and  by 
fibers  on  his  behalf,  and  at  his  charge, 
give,  presetit,  and  allow  to  divers  persons 
having  voices  in  the  sahl  election,  and  to 
«nd  for  their  use  and  benefit,  money, 
meat,  drink,  entertainment,  and  provision, 
and  aooke  preMats,  gifts,  rewards,  and  en* 
tertainments,  and  prooiiaes,  agreements, 
obligations,  and  engagements,  to  give  and 
j^law  lioRey ,  aireat,  drfhk,  provisions,  pre- 
sents, rewwdt,  and  entertainmenta  to  and 
for  divers  penoos  having  voices  in  the  said 
-last^  election,  and  to  and  for  the  use,  ad- 
^anta|^,  emokiment,  benefit,  profit,  and 
jMreferment  of  such  penons,  in  order  that 
tfaey  tbeaaid  sir  R.  Heron  and  J.  P.  Grant' 
migbt  be  elected  and  return^,  and  Unr 
^ir  being  elected  and  returned  mem- 
bers^ to  serve  in  this  present  parliament 
for  the  said  borough,  contrary  to  tbe  coni* 
BOB  4aws  and  costoma  of  parliaDi^nt^  in 
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violation  and  defiance  t>f  the  standing 
order  and  orders  of  the  House,  and  of  the 
laws  and  statutes 'of  this  kingdom,  partica- 
larly  an  Act  of  the  7th  and  8th  of  king 
William  3,  intituled.  An  Act  for  prevent- 
ing chacge  and  ezpence  in  the  elections 
of  membere  to  serve  in  parliament,  an  Act 
of  the  2d  of  king  George  the  2d,  iotiUed, 
An  Act  for  the  more  ^ectaal  preventing 
bribery  and  corruption  in  tbe  elections  of 
members  to  aarve  in  parliament;  an  Act 
of  the  49tb  year  of  his  present  Maiesty, 
intitied,  An  Act  for  better  securing  the  in- 
dependence and  purity  of  parliament,  by- 
preventing  the  procuring  or  obtaining  oi^ 
sedts  in  parliament  by  corrupt  practices ^ 
and  that  the  said  sir  R.  Heron  and  J.  P. 
Grant  did  each  of  them  declare  to  those 
persons  having  voices  in  the  said  election, 
and  which  statements  were  made  previoua 
thereto,  that  they  had  the  interest  of  'two 
peers  of  parliament,  by  which  means  they 
acqiiired  an  undue  influence  over  many  of 
the  voters  who  would  otherwise  have 
voted  for  the  said  J.  H.  Loft  and  £.  i. 
Cellett ;  and  that  by  this  unconstitutional 
mode,  in  violation  of  the  orders  of  the 
House,  and  by  other  nndue  influence  and 
means  which  were  used,  many  votes  were 
lost  to  the  said  J.  H.  Loft  and  £.  J.  Col- 
lett»  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  sir  R* 
Heron  and  the  said  J.  P.  Grant  being 
elected  and  returned  members  to  serve  in 
this  present  parliament  for  the  said  bo- 
rough :  that  by  the  above-stated  and  other 
an  lawful  means  the  said  sir  R.  Heron  and 
J»  P.  Grant  obtained  a  colourable  majority 
over  the  said  J.  H.  Loft  and  R  J-  Collett 
of  votes  upon  tbe  poll  of  the  said  last  elec- 
tion, and  were  returned  members  to  aerve 
in  this  preaent  parliament  for  the  said  bo- 
rough of  Grimsby,  to  the  very  great  in- 
jury of  the  petitioners,  and  many  other  of 
the  legal  electors  of  the  said  borough,  in 
manifest  violation  of  thejr  privileges  and 
rights,  and  in  open  defiance  of  the  laws 
and  freedom  of  election:  that  the  peti* 
tioners  humbly  conceive  that  the  said  J. 
H.  Loft  afid  the  said  K  J.  ColleU  had  the 
greatest  number  of  legal  and  uncorrupted 
votes  at  the  said  last  election  ;  and  pray- 
ing, that  the  House  will  be  pleased  to  take 
their  most  peculiarly  hard  case  under  their 
most  serious  consideration,  and  that  they 
will  grant  them  such  relief  as  ^  the  House 
may  seem  meet*'' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  1 6th  of  February. 

StJDBURT    Election  <*—  Pititiom    or 
(O) 
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Freemen.]  A  Petition  of  the  rer.  John 
Newman,  clerk,  Thomas  Fenn  esq.  Jphn 
Addison  esq.,  Robert  Anderson,  Robert 
Baking,  Henry  Hayward,  John  Holman 
the  younger,  Joseph  ^Herbert  the  elder, 
John  Burkitt,  Edward^ Bnrkitt,  James  Ab- 
IKt  the  elder,  and  John  Barker  the  younger, 
freemen  of  the  borough  of  Sudbury,  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  was  read ;  setting, 
forth, 

*'  That,  previously  to,  and  at,  the  last 
general  election,  *the  petitioners  were 
freemen  of  the  said  borough  of  Sudbury, 
and  had,  and   claimed  to  have,  a  right  to 

•  vote  for  members  to  represent  the  said  bo- 
rough in:par1iament ;  and  that,  at  the  said 
last  general  election,  sir  John  Cox  Hippes- 
ley  bart.  ftnd  Charles  Wyatt  esq.,  were 
candidates,  and  were  returned  as  members 
having  been  duly  elected  for  the  said  bo- 

.  'rough ;    and   that,  after  the  teste  of  the 

^rit  ofsummons  for  the  election  of  proper 
persons  to  represent  the  said  borough  of 
Sudbury,  and  before  the  said  election,  and 
also  at  and  during  the  time  of  the  said 
election,  and  before  the  return  made,  the 
said  Charles  Wyatt  did,  by  himself,  and 
by  his  agents  and  friends,  with  his  privity 
^nd  consent,  and  by  his  directions,  and  on 
his  behalf,  give  to  divers  electors  of  the 
said  borough,  or  persons. being,  or  claim- 

~  ing  to  be,  electors  of  the  said  borough, 
and  having  votes  at  such  election,  money, 
meat,  drink, entertainment,  and  provision,. 
ttiidihesaidC.  Wyatt,  his  agents  and  friends, 
with  his  privity  and  consent,  and  by  his 
tlirections,  did  also  make  and  give  such 
persons,  so  having  votes  as  aforesaid,  pre- 
sents, gift9,  rewards,  and  entertainments, 
and  did  also,  previously  to  and  at  the  time 
of  the  said  election^  make  promises  and 
agreements,  and  enter  into  obligations  and 
engagements,  to  give  and  allow  such  per- 
sons  money,  meat,  drink,  provision,  pre- 
scj^^ts,  rewards,  and  entertainments,  in  or- 
der that  the  said  C.  Wyatt  might  be  elect- 
ed as  one  of  the  representatives  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  said  borough ;  and  that,  by 
reason  of  such  conduct,  the  said  C.  Wyatt 
acted  in  defiance  of  the  standing  orders  of 
the  House,  and  in  violation  of  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  the  realm,  and  thereby  the  pe- 

'  titibners  sul)mit  to  the  House  that  the  said 
C.  Wyatt  became  and  was  incapable  of 
being  returned  or  elected  to  serve  in  par- 
liament for  the  said  borough ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  submit  to  the  House,  that 
the  said  C.  Wyatt,  having  so  become  le- 
gally incapable  of  being  returned  and 
eiecied  as  one  of  the  representatives  for 
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tjie  said  boroagh,  suchTOiei  at  were  givea 
to  him  and  in  his  favour  are  and  ought  to 
be  considered  as  mill  and  void ;  and  that 
the  retnrn  and  election  of  the  said  C. 
Wyatt,  ought  alto  to  be  considered  as  noli 
and  void ;  and  that  the  said  C.  Wyatt 
ought  to  be  deemed  no  member  dulj 
elected  for  the  said  borough ;  and  prav-  ^ 
ing,  that  a  day  may  be  appointed  by  the 
House  for  taking  the  premises  mto  coiisi« 
deration,  and  that  the  election  of  the  said 
C.  Wyatt  may  be  declared  null  and  void, 
and  his  incapacity  to  sit  and  vote  as  meiii<» 
her  for  the  said  borough  of  Sudbury,  be 
declared,  and  that  the  House  will  other- 
wise grant  to  the  petitioners  such  relief  la 
the  premises  as  to  the  House  shall  aeem 
meet." 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  Tuesday  the  l6th  of  Febroary. 

Haslembrb  Election— Petition  of 
Messrs.  GaAyEs.]  A  Petition  of  Richard 
Graves  and  *of  Samuel  Colleton  Graret,  of 
Hembury  Fort,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
esquires,  was  presented  and  read ;  setting 
forth, 

"  That,  at  the  last  election  of  members 
to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Haslemere,  in  the  ooonty  of 
Surirey.  the  right  hon.  Charles  Long,  Ko* 
bert  Ward  esq.,  and  the  petitioners,  were 
candidates;  and  that  George  Frederick 
Gordon,  v^ho  then  exercised  the  office  of 
bailifTof  the  said  borough,  and  acted  as  r^ 
taming  officer  thereof,  did,  after  a  poll  had 
been  duly  demanded  at  the  said  election, 
postpone  the  commencement  thereof  no- 
necessarily  and  illegally  to  the  next  day 
at  12  o^clock,  under  a  false  pretence,  for 
the  purpose  of  harassing  the  peti^ioneiv 
by  delay ;  and  that  the  said  G.  F.  Gordon 
was,  at  and  before,  and  during,  the  said 
election,  guilty  of  gross  and  corrupt  par« 
tiality  in  fisvour  of  the  said  C.  Long  and 
R.  Ward,  to  the  injury  of  the  petitioners, 
and  did,  by  himself  or  his  agent,  after 
the  dissolution  of  the  last  parliam^it, 
and  the  issuing  the  writ  for  the  said, 
election,  and  preirious  to  the  closing  of' 
the  poll,  allow,  or  cause  or  procure 
to  be  given  and  allowed,  by  yarions  ynyn 
and  means,  to  divert  persons  who  had 
or  claimed  a  right  to  vote  in  the  said  elec* 
tion,  money  meat  drink  entertainment 
and  provision,  and  did  make,  and  allow  to 
be  Aiade,  promises  to  give  and  allow 
money  meat  drink  and  provisions  to  such 
persons,  or  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  such 
persons,  in  order  to  obtain  their  rote  at 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


107 J  Aidtei^far  Commtmkatiam  retpecttig  ike  Slave  TVade.  Dec.  7,  181^ 


tM» 


tbe  Mid  election  for  the  said  C.  Long  and 
R.  Ward ;  and  that  the  said  C.  Long  and 
R.  Ward,  by  themselves  or  their  agents, 
,  their  friends  or  their  adherents,  after  the 
teste  of  the  writ,  before  and  during  the 
said  election,  by  various  ways  and  means, 
did  give,  allow,  and  promise  and  permit 
f6  be  so  given,  allowed,  and  promised, 
money  meat  drink  provision  and  enter- 
tainment  to  divers  persons,  or  to  and  for 
the  use  of  divers  persons  claiming  a  right 
to  vote  at  the  said  election,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain their  votes,  contrary  to  the  express 
I  law  of  the  land  ;  and  that  the  said  G.  F. 
Gordon,  as  snch  returning  officer,  did  il- 
legally admit  divers  persons  to  vote  at  the 
said  election  for  the  said  C.  Long  and  R. 
Ward,  who  had  no  legal  or  good  right  to 
vote  at  such  election,  and  rejected  and 
disallowed  the  votes  of  several  persons 
I  who  had  a  good  and  legal  right  and  title 
I  to  vote  at  such  election,  and  who  tendered 
themselves  to  vote  for  the  petitioners,  and 
whose  votes  ought  to  have  been  received 
and  entered  on  the  poll ;  and  that  divers 
other  persons,  who  were  duly  quaii6ed  to 
vote  at  the  said  election,  ^nd  who  were 
then  and  there  present  at  the  time  and 
place  of  the  said  election,  who  were  ready, 
willing,  and  desirous  to  vote  for  th^  peti- 
tioners, were  intimidated  by  threats,  and 
were  thereby  and  otherwise  prevented  by 
t^e  said  C.  Long  and  R.  Ward,  or  their 
agents  or  others  on  their  behalf,  from 
giving  their  votes  for  the  petitioners  as 
they  otherwise  would  have  done ;  and 
that,  by  the  aforesaid  illegal  and  corrupt 
conduct  of  the  said  G.  F.  Gordon,  as  such 
returning  officer^  and  by  the  said  unlawful 
and  corrupt  practices  of  the  said  C.  Long 
and  R.  Ward,  by  themselves,  or  by  their 
agents  or  others  on  their  behalf,  the  said 
C.  Long  and  R.  Ward  obtained  a  colour- 
able majority  over  the  petitioners,  and 
procured  themselves  to  be  returned  for 
the  said  borough^  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
petitioners,  and  in  violation  of  their 
rights;  whereas  the  petitioners  allege 
that  they  had  a  qiajority  of  good  and 
legal  voters,  who  were  willing  to  vote  for 
them,  and  undered  their  votes  ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  ought  to.  have  been  re- 
tonied  for  the  said  borough ;  and  that  the 
said  C.  Long  and  R.  Ward  were  not  duly 
and  sufficiently  qualified  by  law  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  the  said  borough,  and 
that  they  are  also  disqualified  from  being 
elected  as  members  of  the  House  by  the 
pensions  and  places  poWssed  by  them  or 
either  of  tbem^  or  to  and  for  the^  use  and 
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benefit,  contrary  to  the  usage-  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  House,  and  to  the  express 
laiYofthe  land;  and  praying,  that,  the 
said  C.  Long  and  R.  Ward  may  be  de- 
clared not  duly  elected,,  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners may  be  declared  duly  elect- 
ed, and  the  retura  amended  accordingly, 
and  that  the  petitioners  may  be  allowed, 
such  relief  as  to  the  House  shall  appean 
meet." 

Ordered,  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  the  iSthof  February* 

AnDAiss  FOB  Communications  re- 
specting TRE  Slave  Trade.}  Mr. 
Wilbaforce,  observing  that  there  bad  been  ' 
recently  published  in  the  daily  prints 
some  circumstances  of  a  nature  calculated 
to  excite  the  attention  and  anxiety  of  all. 
those,  who  fielt  an  interest  in  tlie  complete 
accomplishment  of  that  most  important 
object,  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  that  it  was  highly  advisable  that  the 
most  saiisfectory  information  relative,  to 
these  circumstances  should  be  laid  before, 
parliament,,  moved  '*  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  hb  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  give  directions  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  House,  copies  of 
all  communications  from  the  governor  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  from  the. 
governor  of  the  islands  of  Bourbon  and 
Mauritius,,  received 'since  the  capture  o£ 
tho<e  settlements  respectively,  so  far  as. 
they  relate  to  the  carrying  on  of  the 
Slave  Trade  in  those  settlements,  or  ia 
any  of  the  neighbouring  islands.^' 

Mr.  Broume  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  op-, 
pose  the  motion,  but  he  could  not  refraia 
from  saving  that  if  an  excuse  were  want- 
ing for  that  sort  of  evasion  of  the  Abolitioa 
Bill,  of  which  the  honourable  member 
complained,  it 'was  to  be  found  in  that 
system  of  recruitinc;  in  Africa  which  had 
been  lately  establisnedunder  the  authority 
of  government  for  the  purpose  of  filling 
up  the  ranks  of  the  Black  reeiments  in 
the*  West  Indies ;  a  system  which,  while  / 
it  had  the  effect  of  reviving,  nay  and  of 
perpetuating  all  the  evils  of  a  trade  which 
had  been  characterised  as  inhuman  and 
unjust,  had,  at  the  same  time,  the  effect  of 
inducing  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  a  doubt 
of  the  sincerity  ai^d  good  faith  of  our  in* 
tentions  on  the  great  question  of  the  abo* 
lition  of  that  trade,  and  at  a  time,  too^ 
>when  as  his  Majesty's  ministers  bad  before 
informed  the  House,  they  were  usiiig 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  effect  a  general 
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cd«operation  in  the  total  abandoniDeBt  of 
the  trade,  upoD  which  that  ameHoration 
ih  the  state  of  Africa  which  we  contem- 
plate mast  mainly  depend.  It  was  no 
answer  to  say^  that  .the  object  of  this^  re- 
cruiting establishment  was  to  procure  free 
persons  only.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
where  persons  were  to  be  found  in  Africa 
to  exercise  any  discretion  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  enlistment,  but  admitting  it  to  be 
practicable ;  still,  as  the  procuring  of  men 
there  was  the  object  in  view,  and  as  that 
object  might  be  accomplished  by  means 
not  unlike  the  lAeans  resorted  to  during 
,the  continuance  of  the  trade,  which  it 
would  be  out  of  the  power  of  the  gQvem- 
jAent  there  to  controul  or  prevent,  that 
of  itself,  should  hare  been  a  motive  suffi* 
cient  to  prevent  this  evil  establishment, 
lit  least  with  those  who  sincerely  felt 
anxious  to  see  the  practical  benefits  of 
the  abolition  manifesting  themselves  in 
Africa. 

Lord  Castlereagh  remarked,  that  as  no 
objection  was  made  to  the  production  of 
the  papers  moved  for  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man near  him,  whatever  foundation  there 
mi^ht  be  far  the  apprehension  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  would 
(e  a  subject  better  fitted  for  discussion 
on  some  future  day  when  these  papers 
night  be  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bermet  wished  to  know  whether  or 
not,  in  spite  of  our  efforts  to  prevent  it, 
the  Portuguese  and  Spaniards  did  not 
carry  on  a  traffic  for  slaves  with  the  Bri- 
tish coklnies— a  traffic  composed  of  piracy 
and  oppression  ?  He  wished  also  to  make 
another  inquiry  connected  with  this  in- 
teresting subject.  We  had  a  chain  of 
ibrts  in  Africa,  which,  during  the  existence 
of  the  31b  ve  Trade,  were  used  as  depots 
for  slaves.  He  was  positively  informed, 
that  during  last  summer,  the  governors  of 
some  of  these  forts  actually  supplied  no 
less  than  47  Portuguese  vessels  with 
•lares.  Had  steps  been  taken  by  govern- 
ment  to  put  an  end  to  this  shameful 
libuse  ? 

Lord  CoMtlereagh  expressed  his  regret 
itt  not  being  able  at  that  moment  com« 
pleteljr  to  satisfy  the  hon.  gentleman's 
enquiries.  He  could  assure  him,  however, 
that  the  exertions  of  his  Majest3r'8  govern* 
ment  had  been  used  most  sincerely  to  pre- 
Tail  upon^  those  countries  with  which  they 
liad  any  influence  lo  concur  in  termi- 
nating this  abominable  traffic.  He  trusted 
that  these  countries  were  inclined  to 
«dopt  the  measufes  suggested  to  them  for 
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that  purpose,  and  that  the  trade  wtouki 
sooA  be  wholly  suppressed.  With  respect 
to  the  statement  made  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernors of  some  of  jour  forta  in  Africa,  sll 
he  could  say  was,  that  the  information  al- 
luded to  by  the  hon.  gentleman  bed  not 
come  within  his  knowledge. 

The  Ckanc9Uor(fih(Sach€qtiiBrwdt^i\Mk 
the  forts  mentioned  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man were  under  consideration  at  the  tioM 
of  Mr.  Perceval's  death,  but '  tile  change 
of  government,  whkh  followed  upo»  tlM 
event,  prevented,  as  yet,  any  fortiMr  eoa- 
sideratio»of  the  subject. 

Mr.  BmmH  wished  to  know  wbethjar 
the  government  had  received  any  commv- 
nication  respecting  the  bMach  of  the 
Abolition  Aot  by  the  goiwinoni  of  aoy 
of  these  for  is  ? 

Mr.  G<mUmm  said,  there  had  been-  oab 
comoHinieatioD  to  that  effect,  made  to  th« 
naval  commander  upon  that  station^  ImI 
upon  investigation  it  was  found  to  h»v« 
been,  ground  less. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to* 

Mr.  WUbeifotce  proceeded  to  move  for 
further  papers  connected  with  the  same 
subject.  He  confessed  that  he  had  listened 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  geatkroan  opposite- 
(Mr.  Browne)  with  some  disquiet,  as,  in  tb% 
early  part  of  it,  there  seemed  an  intima- 
tion similar  to  that  which  had  so  frequently 
been  urged  in  parliament  against  the  abo- 
lition itself,  namely,  that  t^  existence  of 
an  enormity  in  one  place  justified  tho 
practice  of  an  enormity  in  another.  TMs 
disquiet,  however,  was  removed  by  the 
conclusion  of  the  hon.  genUeman't  obeer- 
vations.  With  respect  to  the  scheme  el 
enlisting  Africans  on  the  coaat,  to  fill  up 
the  black  corps  in  the  West  Indies,  be 
confessed  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
:  original  intentiofi  of  carrying  thatacheme 
\  into  effect,  and  that  he  thought  it  was  »e^ 
companied  by  guards  sufficient  to  prevettt 
it  from  being  abused.  How  fortheseguarda 
had  actually  turned  oet  to  be  adequate  te 
,  their  object,  was  certainly  a  queation  e^ 
considerable  importance ;  and  one  which 
ought  to  be  investigated  deliberately,  and 
not  incidentally.  But  at  any  rate,  it  ap-> 
peared  to  him  that  all  idea  of  compol- 
sion — of  slftvery— was  wholly  out  of  the 
question.—- With  respect  to  the  conduct  of 
our  navy  on  the  African  station,  it  hed 
been  such  as  reflected  upon  it  the. highest 
credit*  Bven  the  common  sailors  had  le- 
fosed  to  share  the  wages  of  iniquity ;  ie  one 
case  ifi  parii^elao  in  which  a  Bunnbet  of 
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wfortooate  African  tkifef*  meiv  wonmoiy 
and  children,  had  been  discovered  hidden 
on  board  a  Tostel  profeaeedly  laden  with 
cattle.  These  wretched  beinge.  had  been 
indoced  to  conceal  tbemseWea  and  ta  ah- 
ftain  almost  from  breathing*  by  the  m^slfir 
of  the  Teseel,  who  told  them>  tittt  if  tiieji 
were  discoTeved,  they  would  be  killed  and 
eaten.  They  were»  howeimr,  disooToced 
and  releasjed,  and  this  oocarrence  afibvded 
an  additional  proof  of  that  knmaoity  hy 
which  oar  naval  officers  and  aeaa>en  were 
no  less  distin|fiitshed  than  by  their  b«ttfery» 
and  the  eminent  services  they*  had  ren- 
dered toi  their  country.  As  to  the  abnsee 
that  were  alleged  to  have  crept  into  the 
enlisting  for  the  black  corps»  he  repea^d 
that  they  ought  to  be  enquired  into,  and 
if  they  really  existed,  to  be  stopped. 
But  he  confessed  he  did  not  beliere,  thai 
with  the  guards  which  hud  been  devised, 
any  such  abuses  could  prevail.  He  con- 
cluded b^  moving,  <«  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House,  copies  of  all  coBMnoni- 
cations  received  by  the  lords  commis* 
ik>ners  of  the  Admiralty  finom  the  chief 
naval  officer  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
so  far  as  they  respect  the  carrying  on  of 
the  SUve  Trade  in  that  settlement,  or  in  any 
of  the  neighbouring  islands/'-^Ofdered. 

.    GaAHT   TO   THE  M^BaVIS  QV  WiLLHIO- 

Ton.]    The  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  for  the 

?arpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
rince  Regent's  Message,  relative  to  the 
marquis  of  WelHngton.  On  the  Message 
being  read  by  the  chairman. 

Lord  Casiknagh  said,  that  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  Meraage 
which  his  Koyal  Highness  had  been  graoi* 
oosly  pleased  to  lay  before  them,  he  might, 
he  believed,  feel  and  express  a  confidence 
that,  at  least  upon  the  principle  of  the 
Memage,  there  could  exist  but  little,  if  any 
▼ariety  of  opinion.  Ttiere  was,  he  was 
convinced,  no  person  who  then  heard  him, 
that  could  feel  any  uDwillingnes^  to  repay 
the  services  of  so  gallant  and  so  distin* 

Sished  an  officer  as  the  marquis  of  WeL- 
gton,  with  every  title  of  honour  that 
the  crown  could  confer,  and  every  pecu- 
niary reward  the  country  could  afiord  to 
bestow.  Whatever  difficulty  there  might 
exist  in  the  calculation  of  what  was  due  to 
kie  services,  and  what  was  due  to  the  na- 
lio»;  whatever  might  be  the  limits  they 
wonld  feel  it  necessary  to  ii^ipose  open 
the  principle  of  the  Message,  and  the  gene- 
reeity  that  dictated  it^  upon  tlie  claims  of 


the'gallant  generalaupon  hi%  sigi^l  serrices, 
upion  his  high  merits  and  great  achieve* 
ments,  there  could  exist  no  difierence  of 
opinion.  The  House  should  recollect,  that 
the  honours  wbieh.had  been  hitherto  con«^ 
fefred  on  loid Wellington  by  hissoweigi^ 
weee  not  sought  for  by  bun ;  that  siicki 
honours  were  not  conferred  nierdy  fer  thn 
gratificatioa  of  the  indivi4«AJ»  to  bo»ifi(or4i 
by  him  aa  memorials  of  hia  military  gr^%v» 
ness,and  testinkanies  of  his  sovereign'f  ron 
gai4»  they  vrere  coottrred  a%an  exacnpin 
to  oihers-f**tlM  they  m^  liiel)  those  m^ 
tivee  to  noMe  eKoHion,  to  galhmt  servi^, 
9M  mititoffy  fem«>  which  cookl  not  feil  tt 
hsJd  ont  a  goaert m  ei^oitement  t«  everyt 
pemon  that  had  the  hsypinesH  to  live  nndet 
our  free  and  happy  ceostitutioa  Ho* 
neurs  of  such  a  nature  fhoeld  be  olwayf 
conferred  less  wilfa  •  view  to  the  indivi^ 
duAl  than  to  ihoir  general  ejects ;  bitt  tbe 
Honse  most  alio  feel,  that  in  conferring 
snch  hoQounu  there  was  at  least  an  iow 
plied  engagement  that  they  should  bfi 
neither  burthensome  nor  paiofel  tothe  psfff 
aon  who  receiTed  them,  but  conferred  in 
such  a  way  as  to  make  them  wortbv  both 
of  the  crown  and  of  the  peflfrie.  The  ho* 
nonrs  with  which  the  marquis  of  Wellinff- 
tpB  had  been  graced^  were  not  merely 
bestowed  by  the  crown,  hut  were  oaHea 
for  by  the  voice  of  the  nation*  And  he 
miflht  say  with  torutb,  that  the  qanotion 
and  aplMTobatinn  of  that  Houaahad  foUowed 
so  cIomIt  upon  the  gift  of  the  sovereigii. 
that  the  honoura  of  the  brave  geiwral  were 
not  less  under  the  asjictioo  or  parliament 
than  of  the  crown.  By  such  condoct  thejr 
had,  at  least,  marked  the  extent  of  bis 
daims.  Lord  Wellington,  though  yet  a 
voung  matt»  thoagh  OMich  be  hoped  of 
his  valeable  bfe  wonld  be  yet  spent  in  the 
service  of  his  country;  hovever, yonuf 
as  he  was,  he  had  received  mote  testi* 
monies  of  his  sovereign's  favour  than  any 
subject  who  lived  before  his  time,  not  ex* 
cepting  even  the  great  duke  of  Marlbo*' 
rough.  It  was  the  singular  fortune  of  that 
distinguished  officer,  tl^  in  additioi  to  the 
rewai^  and  honours  bestowed  by  his  sove^ 
reign,  be  had  reeeived  upon  six  diftremt 
occasions  what  was  Hot  fern  flattering  or  lam 
honourable,  the  thanks  of  that  Houses 


lord  Wellington,  who  was  yoonger  inyeeri 
but  not  in  experience,  the  thanks  of  that 
House  had  been  eonfnrred  not  km  than 
eight  times,  six  of  which  had  been  for  Uf 
services  on  the  peninsula,  where  he  was 
opposed,  not  as  he  l^ad  been  before  to  an 
Ipdian  enemy^  bit  to  armi^  long  accns<« 
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k>tned  to  victory,  to  armies  comtnanded 
by  men  of  the  first  military  talents^  trained 
in  the  school  of  danger  and  experience, 
confident  of  success,  for  they  ikid  be^n 
accustomed  to  conquest,  with  their  laurels 
fresh  and  yet  blooming  round  them.  Such 
were  the  armies,  such  were  the  captains 
whose  laurels  withered  before  the  bright- 
ness of  his  fame.  Fortunately  for  the 
world,  those  laurels  had  been  transplanted 
to  another  region  where  they  would 
flourish,  he  hoped,  for  ever,  not  for  the  de- 
struction of  mankind,  but  for  the  protec- 
tion of  their  liberties  and  their  religion, 
and  their  rights.  Never  did  the  country 
produce  a  man  who  had  received  so  large 
a  measure  of  parliamentary  and  national 
approbation.  No  man  had  been  ever  so 
greatly  and  so  justly  distinguished.  In 
the  peninsula,  taking  all  together,  his  cata- 
logue of  successes  unchequered  by  any 
thing  to  diminish  their  glory,  was  the 
greatest  that  any  individual  ever  before 
had  to  boast  of.    Those  successes  were  in 


the  recollection  of  the  House.  £very  per- 
io0  who  heard  Rim  must  recollect  the 
battle  of  Busa90,  in  which  a  victory  was 
gained  over  nearly  double  numbers ;  the 
battle  of  Fuente  de  Honore,  and  other 
battles  which,  if  not  fought  immediately 
under  his  eye,  were  fought  at  least  under  his 
direction ;  also  the  battle  of  Albuera ;  but, 
.  above  all,  the  attack  upon  the  bridge  of 
Almarez,  conducted  by  seneral  Hill, 
under  the  direction  of  lord  Wellington. 
.  Soult  confessed,  that  from  the  moment  of 
that  successful  attack,  the  measures  he  had 
planned  with  Marmont  were  completely 
deranged.  The  army  of  Spain  was  forced 
to  act  in  two  divisions,  and  its  generals 
were  prevented  from  their  intended  co- 
operation. It  was  indeed  true,  that  his 
splendid  coturse  of  military  successes  was 
not  unchequered  by  retreat.  Retreat, 
however,  was  not  defeat :  and  in  the  re- 
treat to  which  circomslances  obliged  him, 
be  still  gave  evidence  that  the  resources 
of  a  great  mind  did  not  forsake  him.  In 
short,  within  the  space  of  four  years,  he 
bad  beaten  the  proudest  marshals  of 
France.  He  had  beaten  Marmont,  he  had 
beaten  Soult,  who  was  himself  considered 
as  -  a  host ;  he  had  beaten  Massena  and 
Ney,  and  Jourdan.  In  no  one  instance 
did  he  lead  a  British  army  iiito  the  field, 
in  which  they  were  not  crowned  wjih 
glory  and  success.  He  presented  the  new 
and  grand  spectacle  of  four  years  suc- 
cesses, without  any  of  (he  ^^isasCers  that 
ara  oatarally   attendani  tipou   military 


operations.     It  wav  not  necessary  to  press  • 
these   things  upon  the   attention  of  the 
House,  they  were  in  the  recollecuion  of 
every   person.      The  questions  now   for* 
them  to  consider  were;    first.  What  was 
the  policy;    and,  2dly,  What  were  tiie 
means  of  rewarding  such  services?    With 
respect  to  the  policy  of  rewarding  m^itary 
services,  although  there  were  many  ques- 
tions of  policy,  in  the  consideration  of 
which  he  would  not.  refer  for  examples  to 
the  councils  of  the  enemy,  there  ^oold  not 
however  be  a  better  policy  than  theirs,  in 
so  far  as  it  regarded  rewards  for  military - 
service.     Let  them  look  to  France;  could  • 
they  find  in  that  country  one  general  of 
any  merit,  who  was  not  loaded  with  all 
the  rewards  and  the  honours  that  it  was- 
in  the  power  of  their  ruler  to .  confer  ? 
Different,  indeed,  fi^r  different  were  they 
USta  the  rewards  and  the  honours  of  the 
gallant  marquis;    different  in  the  grace 
that  belonged  to  them ;    different  in  the 
services  that  gained  them,  and  in    th« 
principle  on  which  they  were  bestowed^ 
They,  it  was  true,  were  highly  rewarded^j 
but  their  rewards  were  such  as^  the  brava 
Wellington  would  disdain  to  accept.    A- 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  had/ 
truly  stated  upon  a  ^rmer  occasion,  that* 
though  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Portu* 
guese  army,    the    pay    attendant    upon 
which  situation  was  not  less  than  8,000/.  a 
year,  when  asked  to  accept  that  pay,  he^ 
answered,  that  whatever  services  were  ia 
his  power,  he  would  be  always  willing  to 
perform  for  Portugal;  but  as  he  received 
the  pay  of  his  own  sovereign,  he. would 
not  accept  of  it  from  another.    The  pay 
had  been  suffered  to  accumulate  in  thci 
expectation  that  his  feelings  might  at  sonie 
time  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  it.     Ha 
was  apprised  that  the  money  was  to  b* 
delivered  io  him,  but  with  a  generositv'. 
never  before  excelled^    with    the    nobh 
self-denial.of  a  soldier,  be  begged  it  shoald 
be  disposed  of  for  the  Portuguese  army.—* 
Reverting  to  the  system  of  the  French 
army,  the  noble  lord  observed,  that  not 
only  were  the  successful  officers  of  that 
army  rewarded  with   such    honours    as 
could  be  bestowed  on  them,  but  with  pot- 
sessions  (which  it  was  a  disgrace  to  ac« 
cept)  gianted  out  of  the  countries  which 
they  had  devastated,  in  pursuance  of  that 
unjustifiable  principle  on  which  modern 
France  had  uniformly  acted,  of  making 
the  territory  of  one  sovereign  afford  tb» 
means  of  desolating  the  dominions  of  luu>- 
tber«-»UappiIy   a  different  aystem  pr«^ 
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▼miled,  and  he  trusted  would  ever  previul 
in  this  country.  The  troops  of  Great 
Britain  went  forth  to  fight  for  the  interests 
and  tranquillity^ of  other  nations  as  well  as 
of  their  own;  and  their  officers,  althongh 
they  might  accept  the  honours  conferred 
xtn  them  by  the  legitimate  sovereigns  of 
the  coontries  in  whose  caase  they  were 
contending,' were  not  disponed  to  avail 
themselyes  of  any  pecuniary  advantage, 
unless  it  flowed  from  the  country  to  which 
they  belonged. — ile  now  came  to  consider 
what,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
erase,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  becoming 
in  parliament  to  grant  in  the  present  in- 
stance. If  he  had  to  consider  lord  Wel- 
lington's services  in  a  similar  point  of 
▼iew  to  that  which  called  forth  the  muni- 
ficence of  parliament  on  a  former  occasion 
—if  he  had  to  consider  them  under  cir- 
cumstances similar  to  those  under  which 
lord  Nelson's  services  had  been  considered 
— if  such  a  calamity  had  occurred  as  the 
death  of  the  noble  marquis  (and  no  greater 
calamity  could  befall  the  country  than 
the  loss  of  such  a  treasure);  if  the  noble 
marquis  were  by  such  a  melancholy  oc- 
currence put  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fur- 
ther favour  of  the  crown  and  the  further 
notice  of  parliament,  be  should  then,  in 
submitting  a  proposition  to  theX^ommittee 
-on  behalf  of  the  noble  marquis's  family, 
be  influehced  by  a  very  different  feeling ; 
but,  consider'mg  that  lord  Wellington  was 
comparatively  young  in  the  service,  con- 
.sidering  that  be  was  placed  in  a  great 
'Crisis,  which  had,  indeed,  principally 
arisen  out  of  the  noble  lord's  own  exer- 
tions in  the  peninsula.;  considering  that 
he  might  yet  render  important  advantages 
'to  his  country  and  to  the  world,  be  was 
not  willing,  however  high  his  merit,  that 
the  honours  of  the  crown  and  the  bounty 
of  parliament  should  be  at  once  exhausted 
upon  him.  Under  these  circumstances 
*he  was  anxious  to  submit  to  the  Coromit- 

..  tee  such  a  proposition  as  should  at  once 
mark  their  sense  of  his  great  and  glorious 
senriees,  and  their  recollection  that  he 
•might,  and  in  all  probability  would,  ex- 
perience the  further  favour  of  the  sove- 
reign and  the  farther  bounty  of  parlia- 
ment. X  An  additional  motive  to  a  concur- 
rence in  the  vote  which  he  should  have 
the  hpnoni^  to  ciropose,  and  which  he  i^as 
sure  that  the  Committee  would  seize  with 
avidity,  was,  that  by  a  happy  coincidence 

-of  circumstances,  the  manor  of  Wellington, 
from  which  the  noble  lord  derived  bis 
tiiie,  had  passed-  frpm  its  former  owner 


into  the  4)o48e8sion  of  an  individual  who 
would  be  too  happy,  if  parliament  agreed 
to  the  proposed  vote,  to  surrender  it  ia 
order  that  it  might  be  handed  down  to 
posterity,  as  the  spot  granted  by  the  leois** 
latore  in  testimony  of  their  approbation  of 
the  services  of  that  illustrious  individual 
by  whom  that  title  was  first  assumed. 
With  this  view,  he  was  persuaded  that  tha 
Committee  would  deem  that  he  best  dis- 
charged his  duty  by  proposing  that  a  mm 
of  money  should  be  vested  in  trustees  for 
the  purchase  of  lands  te  descend  with  the 
title  of  Wellington,  and  to  be  enjoyed,  by 
the  future  representatives  of  the  noble  mar* 
quis.  He  would,  therefore,  not  trespass 
further  on  the  time  of  the  Houses  but  con- 
clude with  moving,  ^  That  it*  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  Committee,  that  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  100,000/.  be  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  to  be  vested  in  trustees,  for  the 
use  of  the  marquis  of  Wellington  and  such 
other  persona  on  whom  the  title  of  marquis 
of  Wellington  shall  descend,  and  to  be 
employed  in  the  purchase  of  lands,,  tene* 
ments  and  hereditaments  to  accompany 
the  said  title,  and  that  the  said  sum  be 
issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  er  other 
deduction  whatsoever." 

Mr.  Whiuhcd  Keene  did  riot  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  opposing  the  motion.  In  all 
military  cases,  when  a  reward  was  asked, 
proper  attention  should  be  paid  in  propor- 
tioning it  to  the  quantity  of  forces  by 
which  the  achievement  had  been  per- 
formed ;  but  the  success  of  the  marquis  of 
Wellington,  especially  considering'  the 
means  he  had  at  his  disposal,  had  far  sur- 
passed the  most .  sanguine  expectations* 
Considering  the  price  .of  landed  property, 
he  did  not  conceive  the  present  grant  as 
too  considerable,  and  when  he  reflected 
that  the  marquis  of  Wellington's  serricea 
were  warm  in  the  minds  of  every  one,  he 
even  thought  that  the  House  might  hare 
gone  farther. 

Sir  Francis  Burden  said,  that  howefer  . 
strong  the  claims  of  lord  Wellington  might 
be,  he  could  not  think  that  mey  were 
much  advanced  by  the  adrocacy  of  the 
noble  lord  or  of  the  bon.  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down.  The  ooble  lord  had 
dwelt,  with  much  satifaction,  on  the  pecu- 
liar advantages  and  biessings  of  our  happy 
constitution,  under  which  such  opportuni- 
ties were  afforded  of  rewarding  merit; 
but  before  this  praise  was  entirely  ac- 
quiesced in,  there  were  4wa  considerations 
which  presented  themselves  to  those  who 
were  appointed  the  guardiaos  of  th.6  ptthf 
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lie  ptoperty-Hfiameljr^  the  m^Ht  of  tiM 
tlBimant  in  the  first  ptace^  und  in  the  %e* 
cond>  one'of  not  inferior  inporttonc^,  out 
of  wbat  fund  the  propM^  remvnemtioii 
ot^ht  to  come.  On  this  laftt  point  he  was^ 
of  opinfOo»  that  while  such  enormous  funds 
Were  in  the  haftd«  end  at  the  disposal  of 
^oreroaaent,  afvd  while  the  ainount  of 
taxation  was  so  great  awd  so  complidited^ 
m  to  redder  its  oollettion  hi  a  |;re«t  ^e* 
free  impossibte-^while  all  thk  was  the 
case,  ministers  ought  to  he  ashsnned  10 
ttpf>)y  to  the  public  pur^.  fn  th^  re- 
lources  and  the  patronage  they  pttssessed, 
there  were  «ufely  abundant  fiyeattHi  of  re* 
uranemtion^  and  it  i^ould  tie  recollected, 
that  when  there  was  a  general  outcry 
«gainat  the  number  of  sinecure  ptecea,  the 
teady  and  ooMtant  answer  was,  that  thesfe 
places  in  the  bandi  of  goiremuient  enabled 
them  to  reward  the  services  performed  by 
the  servants  of  the  public.  If  this  were 
the  defence,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  funds  accruing  fVom  those  places 
efaotild  be  appropriated  as  they  were  said 
to  be.  But  there  was  also  another  fand  oVi 
whiwh  it  would  hare  been  more  becoming 
i«  miniBters  to  have  drawn^>*-he  meant  the 
Droits  of  Admiralty,  which  strictly  ought , 
to  be  approprkled  to  reward  tite  services 
*of  naval  officers,  except  where  they  were 
applied  to  the  purpose  which  hid  been 
cuted  the  other  night,  of  indemnity  in  the 
vase  of  American  captures,  in  th'e  event 
of  B  peace  with  that  power.  But  when 
this  fund  was  employed  in  grants  to  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  who  did  not  hesitate 
to  accept  of  them,  and  in  other  purposes 
equally  foreign  from  their  original  and 
firoper  designation,  he  then  thought  that 
it  might  also  be  found  fit  to  apply  them 
<on  the  present  occftsioR  also.  With  r^ 
epeet  to  the  conduct  of  the  noble  marquis 
^o  vras  the  subject  of  the  present  motion, 
the  noble  lord  had  told  them  that  re- 
treat was  no  proof  of  demerit;  onque*^ 
tienably  not ;  and  there  vi^re  many  in- 
etances  on  record  of  lale  yews,  in  which 
retreats  had  been  conducted  in  such  a 
mantrer,  and  under  such  circumstances,  as 

Saced  them  far  beyond  the  mostbriU 
int  victories;  but  this  was  the  first  time 
he  ever  heard  that  there  wvi  meHt  or 
glory  in  a  most  disastroos  retreat.  He  wae 
tiot  perfectly  mire  that  the  military  bospi^ 
tals  had  not  been* abandoned,  but  from  all 
that  could  be  known  firom  returns,  private 
letters,  &c.  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  the  loises  incurred  in  the  retreat 
fton  Birgos  were  not  nach  \»u  than  in 


tbart  of  generic  Moore.  Though  a  retreat 
might  be  no  proof  of  demerit  on  tbe  part 
of  a  general,  he  could  not  think  it  fur*- 
nished  grounds  on  which  to  call  for  par*> 
liamentary  rom'wieralidn.  To  him,  as  a 
bnan  of  a  plain  way  of  thinkii^,  it  appeari- 
ed,  that  the  reaelts  of  the  <:ampafgn  hail 
been  disaster  and  defeat.  The  victory  of 
SalamancH  appeared  to  be  a  victory 
forced  upon  lord  Wellington.  After  that 
victory  he  couM  wi^  it  to  be  explaified 
whether  it  was  good  conduct  to  proceed 
against  Borgos,  whether  in  the  conduct  of 
that  siege  there  was  a  want  of  ability  tit 
the  coflamander,  whether  the  project  wae 
a  bad  one,  or  whether  the  ministers  of  thia 
country  had  given  bim  positive  orders  t6 
advance  against  it  without  furnbhing  him 
wtth  the  means  of  taking  it.  In  one  of 
lord  WeliingtOH's  dispatches  tliere  was  a 
singular  paragraph  ;  "  Your  lordship  ia 
aware  I  had  little  hope's  of  success  at 
Burgos ;  yet  after  the  battle  of  Salamanoa 
it  was  necessary  to  proceed  agaioat 
Burgos,  to  ensure  the  success  of  the  cam- 
paign.^' Thus,  then,  tbe  consequence  of 
that  victory  was  disaster.  He  did  not 
wish  to  undervalue  tbe  services  of  Lord 
Wellington,  but  the  victories  he  had  gaitt*- 
ed  in  Spain  had  none  of  tite  oharactensti<» 
which  distinguished  those  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough.  The  advantages  that  ge- 
neral gainiMi  he  retained  ;  yet  it  was  not 
till  after  the  decisive  battle  of  Blenheim 
that  parliament  rewarded  his  servioes. 
Now  in  the  penioiula  it  had  been  observed* 
and  by  military  men  too,  that  marquia 
Wellington  had  brought  his  airmy  into  dit 
ficuUies,  but  his  men  had  fought  him  oot 
of  them  again,  and  that  ip  the  capture  of 
the  fortresses  which  he  had  won,  a  waste 
of  life  was  to  be  complained  of.  This  he 
understood  to  have  been  the  case  at 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Badajoa,  which 
places  had  been  stormed  without  a  breach 
being  previoesly  made.    A  similar  com- 

elaint  he  had  heard  respeeting  Burgos. 
le  did  not  wish  to  divide  the  House  on 
the  ^runt,  but  he  wished  to  move  that  tbe 
consideration  of  the  grant  should  be  de- 
ferred till  some  enquiry  had  been  made 
into  this  extraordinary  campaign.  He" 
did  not  see  that  flattering  success  which 
the  aoble  lord  thought  he  saw  in  the 
siege  of  Cadis  havii^  ke^  raised  by 
the  enemy.  The  cause  of  Spain  to  him 
appeared  infinitely  more  hopeless  than  it 
was  at  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign. If  lord  Wellington  had  never 
marched  to  Madridj  and  if  he  had  not 
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gained  tbe>  battle  of  Salatnanqa,  there 
would  have  been  infinitely  more  hope  than 
there  was  after  those  events  had  taken 
place,  seeing  the  Spaniards  had  not  joined 
us  with  that  spirit  with  which  ministers  de- 
luded themselves,  and.  would  fain  dekide 
the  House  to  believe  in  existence.  The 
reverse  of  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
&ct,  and  therefore  he  thought  the  case  of 
the  peninifula  more  deplorable  than  ev?r. 
He  wished  to  move,  "  that  the  considera- 
tion of. the  grant  be  deferred  till  after  the 
holidays/' 

Mr.  Robiman  observed,  that  though  the 
bon.  baronet  had  professed  his  ignorance 
of  military  afiairs,  he  had  nevertheless 
dealt  with  no  sparing  hand  in  military 
caosures.  The  bon.  baronet's  opinions 
were  so  erroneous,  that  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly conceive  how  he  had  formed  them, 
or  where  he  had  procured  his  information. 
He  had  talked  indeed  of  military  autho- 
rities, but  without  naming  them,  and  he 
was  aware  that  it  would  be  useless  to 
press  the  bon.  baronet  on  that  head.  He 
had  asserted  that  Ciudad  Rodrigo  bad 
been  stormed  beCbre  a  breach  had  been 
efiecled  ;  the  contrary  was  notorious ;  a 
breach  had  been  first  effected,  and  that 
breach,  although  most  gallantly  defended, 
was  stormed  afterwards ;  nor  did  he  think 
that  all  the  anonymous  military  authorities, 
quoted  by  the  hon.  baronet,  could  point  out 
to  him  any  other  way  of  taking  a  town.  At 
Badajoz  two  breaches  had  been  effected, 
and  it  was  owing  to  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  being  diverted  by  a  front  attack 
on  those  very  breaches,  that  general  Pic- 
ton  succeedecl  in  converting  his  false  at- 
tack on  the  castle  into  a  real  one— a  case 
not  unfrequent  in  war,  and  always  within 
the  calculations  of  the  general,  as  was  the 
case  with  '  the  marquis  of  Wellington. 
The  same  mistake  seemed  as  if  fatally  to 
follow  the  hon.  jbaronet  when  talking  of  the 
attack  on  Burgos,  for  no  less  than  five 
breaches  had  been  effected  in  that  fortress, 
by  sapping  and  mining.  It  was  true  the 
storming  did  not  succeed,  because  the 
place  was  most  bravely  and  ably  de- 
fended ;  indeed  such  a  resistance  sel- 
dom was  exhibited  ;  but  in  the  failure  of 
that  enlerprize,  of  which  he  never  enter- 
tained any  sanguine  hppes,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  discover  how  lord  Wellington  was 
to  blamie.  The  hon,  gentleman  next  ad- 
verted to  the  picture  drawn  of  lord 
Wellington's  retreat  by  the  hon.  baronet, 
at  which  he  could  not  sufficiently  express 
his  astonishment.    Where  could  the  hon. 

(VOL.  XXIV.). 


baronet  possibly  ha^ve  got  his  information  ? 
He  had  talked  of  our  hospitals  having  been 
abandoned;  in'  this,  however,  he  could 
assure  him,  that  he  had  been  completely 
misinformed.  Some  few  of  our  sick, 
whose  removal  would  have  been  attended 
with  certain  death,,  had  been,  perhaps, 
left  behind  in  the  hospitals,  as  wasi  usual 
in  such  cases;  but  he  could  assure  the 
hon.  baronet  for  bis  satisfaction,  that  the 
retreat  had  been  effected  in  the  most 
complete  order.  There  was  no  haste, 
no  trepidation,  no  uncertainty  ;  the  mea« 
sure  had  been  foreseen,  formed  a  part 
of  a  general  plan,  and  all  the  neces* 
sary  precautions  had  been  taken.  The 
enemy  did  not  come  up  in  force  against 
our  army — there  were  only  partial  affiiirs 
between  the  van-guards  and  the  rear- 
guards, and  the  amount  of  the  loss  on 
each  day,  except  the  last,  had  been  trans* 
mitted  by  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  and 
regularly  inserted  in  the  Gazette^  On 
that  last  day,  the  noble  general  had  in-^ 
deed  mentioned  that  our  troops  had  suf* 
fered  severely,  but  nothing  very  disastrous 
could  be  concluded  from  that  expression, 
as  the  distant  cannonading  had  lasted  only . 
one  day,  and  as  the  enemy  had  afterwards 
desisted  from  following  our  troops.— Ad- 
verting next  to  the  hon.  baronet's  histo* 
rical  recollections,  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  sorry  to  find  that  in  this  he  was  no 
more  at  home  than  he  was  on  military  af- 
fairs.—-The  hon>  baronet  had  stated  that  it 
was  not  till  after  th«  battle  of  Blenheim 
that  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  receiv- 
ed parliamentary  remuneration ;  it  was  a 
fact,  however,  that  long  before  that  battle* 
and  as  early  as  the  10th  of  December  in 
the^year  1702,  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
iiad  received  from  parliament  an  annuity 
of  5,000/.  ;*  and  Blenheim  was,  besides, 
the  first  victory  of  any  importance  he  had 
obtained.  Not  so  with  the  marquis  of 
Wellington  :  it  was  not  for  the  victory  of 
Salamanca  alone  that  the  vote  of  100,000/. 
was  demanded  for  the  noble  marquis. 
The  whole  of  his  life  had  been  devoted  to 
tbe  service  of  his  country.  All  the  advan- 
tages obtained  in  Spain  were  owing  to  his 
military  genius,  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
case  which  called  for  an  expression  of  na- 
tional gratitude,  it  was  the  case  of  the 
marquis  of  Wellington. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  was  sorry  that  the 
defalcation  in  the  revenue,  during  the  two 

*  See  the  Parliamentary  History,  vol. 
6,  p.  57. 
(P) 
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]nt  ytvn,  prevented  him  from  makiii^ 
the  motion  he  at  first  intended  to  submit 
to  the  House,  which  was  to  double  the 
sum  proposed  to  be  voted  for  lord  Wel- 
Kngton,  besides  a  monument  to  be  erected 
in  the  ^ontry  which  gave  him  birtb,  he 
meant  Ireland,  for  he  was  Ireland's  pride 
and  England's  hope.  It  was  cruel  to  im- 
pose titles  on  men  who  had  served  their 
country,  without  at  the  same  time  giving 
them  the  means  of  supporting  them.  He 
was  now  a  marquis :  he  might  next  be 
made  a  duke,  without  the  means  of  sup* 
porting  those  high  dignities.  It  was  a 
maiden  grant,  and  ought  to  be  vigorously 
executed  (a  laugh.)  We  should  have  in 
this  metropolis  a  Wellington*  house,  as 
well  as  a  Marlborough-house,  and  he 
should  give  his  most  hearty^  assent  to  a 
prop68ition  for  such  an  object. 

Mr.  Froihetpet  in  a  maiden  speech,  said 
he  should  not  follow  the  noble  lord,  or 
the  hon.  baronet,  through  the  military 
details  into  which  they  had  entered ;  but 
he  must  say#  that  he  thought  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet had  been  guilty  of  the  indiscretion 
which  he  unfoundedly  charged  on  the 
marquis  of  Wellington— >he  bad  made  an 
attack  where  there  was  no  breach.  Had 
the  hon.  baronet  considered  the  subject 
with  more  deliberation,  he  must  have 
seen,  that  there  might  be  such  a  thing  as 
a  bold  advance  without  rashness,  and  a 
skilful  retreat  without  disgrace.  He 
thought  the  House  should  cheerfully  agree 
tojthe  Message  of  the  Prince  Regent. 
Even  posthumous  honours  were  useful,  and 
were  paid  to  the  immortal  lord  Nelson,  as 
a  stimulus  to  naval  exertion:  but  with 
how  much  greater  satisfaction  should  we 
be  struck,  if  we  could  see  the  Nelson  of 
the  army, — the  man  whose  name^  like  his, 
might  become  the  common  appellative  of 
a  hero,— living  among  us,  and  reaping  the 
honours  due  to  bis  services,  in  the  munifi* 
ficence,  the  admiration,  and  affection  of 
his  countrymen  ?  He  hoped  that  nothing 
would  interfere  to  detract  from  that  muni- 
ficence, and  to  diminish  that  admiring  af- 
fection. The  hon.  baronet  had  alluded  to 
the- distresses  of  the  country;  but,  al« 
though  he  thought  himself  as  well  ac- 
quainted with  them,  at  least  with  the 
mercantile  distresses,  as  the  hon.  baronet, 
he  shodid  not  enter  on  the  topic  at  present, 
as  a  fitter  time  would  by  and  bye  occur 
for  that  discussion:  he  felt  as  deeply 
for  them,  and  wished  as  ardently  to  relieve 
them,  as  any  of  those  persons  who  most  in- 
dulged in  lamentations  over  them ;  yet  be 


thought,  with  respect  to  those  distresseft 
that  there  was  a  time  to  speak  of  them, 
and  a  time  to  forbear.  And  he  was  sure, 
that  the  commercial  interests  of  the  coud* 
try  would  feel  indignant,  were  they  to 
hear  that  their  distresses  stood  in  the  waj 
of  the  munificence  of  parliament.  Instead 
of  looking  upon  these  distresses  as  a  rea- 
son for  a  small  or  inadequate  remunera-* 
lion  to  lo/d  Wellington,  he  would  recom- 
mend to  his  Majesty's  ministers  a  rigid 
economy  in  the  several  departments  of  the 
sute  and  in  the  public  expenditure,  and 
this  was  the  source  from  which  he  thought 
that  a  well-timed  generosity  might  most 
effectually  arise.  By  an  union  of  the  one 
and  other,  this  would  not  only  be  a  great 
and  a  powerful,  but  a  prosperous,  «» 
united,  and  a  happy  nation. 

Lord  Cochrane  expressed  his  regret,  that 
instead  of  internal  warfare,  a  system  of 
external  annoyance  was  not  adopted, 
which,  be  commended,  would  be  productive 
of  the  greatest  advantages  to  the  country, 
and  would  not  only  be  more  serviceable  to 
the  cause  of  Russia,  but  would  enable  go- 
vernment to  dictate  terms  of  peace  to  Buo- 
naparte. This  the  noble  lord  thought  ao- 
plain,  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  de- 
monstration. He  concluded  by  assenting 
to  the  motion,  as  he  was  convinced  thas 
lord  Wellington  had  done  every  thing 
which  he  could  possibly  have  done,  under' 
all  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was 
placed* 

Mr.  Whkhread  had  had/  the  misfortone 
to  dififer  heretofore  with  a  majoHty  of  the 
House,  both  with  respect  to  the  merits  and 
services  of  lord  Wellington,  and  the  re- 
muneration which  was  bestowed  upon 
them.  With  respect,  however,  to  the 
grant  which  was  now  proposed,  tt  met 
with  his  entire  approbation.  By  acceding 
to  this  vote,  he  did  not  conceive  that  be 
was  expressing  any  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  situation  of  things  in  Spain  :  he  at 
present  wished  to  be  considered  as  having 
consented  to  the  vote  merely  in  conside- 
ration of  lord  Wellington's  own  merits.  If 
he  had  differed  in  opinion  with  others 
when  the  thanks  of  the  House  were  asked 
for  lord  Wellington  after  the  battle  of  Ta- 
lavera,  it  was  not  because  he  did  not  think 
that  the  battle  of  Talaverawas  a  great  al^ 
fair,  but  because  he  thought  that  loid 
Wellington  had  got  his  army  into  a  great 
scrape,  and  that  his  army  had  fought 
bravely  and  extricated  him.  But  he  did 
not  wish  now  to  repeat  what  he  had 
thought  or  said  gn  former  occasions.    He 
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was  not  a  mHitary  man ;  am}  wben  be  was 
called  on  in  bis  place  to  decide  on  the 
nieriteofmUiUrynienkitwasbisdutytogWe 
tbe  best  opinion  wbich  be  could  form  under 
all  the  circumttancefi  of  tbe  case.  Ii  was 
the  less  to  be  wondered  at  that  be  bad  not* 
formed  a  correct  estimate  of  the  meriu  of 
lord  Wellington  at  that  time,  as  bis  plan 
bad  not  developed  itself  tili  tbe  first  re- 
treat of  marshal  Massena,  wbich  led  to 
operations  at  last  terminating  in  tbe  battle 
of  Salamanca.  Bv  this  diev«lopement  he 
1^  stamped  his  character  as  a  great  ge- 
neral. Tbe  operations  of  both  tbe  French 
«nd  the  English  generals  were  masterly. 
It  had  been  acknowledged  by  lord  Wel- 
lington, that  he  bad  never  seen  a  more 
masterly  retreat  than  Massena's ;  and  tbe 
«mperor  of  the  French  was  understood  to 
liare  been  well  pleased  with  that  retreat. 
It  had  in  particular  been  recorded  of  tbe 
part  which  marshal  Ney  bad  bad  in  that 
«£&ir»  that  it  was  one  of  tbe  most  merito- 
rious military  retreats  ever  known.  With 
respect  to  the  sieges  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
BadaJQz  and  Burgos,  never  was  more  con- 
anmmate  valour  and  desperate  courage 
shewn  than  on  t^iese  occasions.  At  the 
«»ge  of  Badajoa,  Philippon,  and  his  brave 
troops,  did  every  thing  it  was  possible  for 
men  to  do,  before  surrendering ;  but  by 
the  masterly  conduct  of  tbe  British,  and 
in  a  particular  manner  by  tbe  efforts  made 
by  general  Picton,  that  important  fortress 
fell  into  the  hands  of  lord  Wellingtoo.  In 
fvar,  the  commander  who  attempted  such 
daring  acbievements  as  these  bad  only  to 
,abow  that  they  had  succeeded  to  JQStify 
tbe  undertaking  them.  He  must  pity  tbe 
biai^  men  who  fell  in  tbe  siege  of  Ciudad 
Bodrigo;  but  my  lord  Wellington  bad 
succeeded  in  that  undertaking ;  and  by 
that  noble  daring  he  had  saved  many  lives 
^hich  would  have  been  lost  at  other  places, 
ao  that  the  waste  of  lives  during  tbe  whole 
campaign  was  on  timt  account  less  than  if 
that  siege  bad  not  taken  place.  Tbe  |^an 
of  lord  Wellington  had  been  brought  to  a 
«loia,  at  tbe  battle  of  Salamanca.  He  be- 
lieved be  had  never  intended  to  fight  that 
battk  ;  he  was  then  in  full  retreat,  and  de- 
Urmined  to  continue  that  retreat.  Tbe 
most  skilful  manoeuvring  took  place  on 
both  sides  for  two  days,  till  at  the  last  an 
Mportunity  was  given  him,  by  tbe  fault 
of  the  French  general,  which  led  to  tbe 
victory.  Tbe  pursuit  of  the  French  was 
carried  on  for  some  time,  and  at  last 
abandoned.  Its  object  was  tbe  liberation 
af  Madtid»  and  that  object  had  been  at- 


tained. He  bad  beaten  Marmont,  Mas- 
sena,  and  the  pretended  king  of  Spain ; 
and  be  thought  tbat  by  the  taking  of  Ma- 
drid be  would  rouse  that  spirit  in  the 
Spaniards,  wbich  then  lay  dormant,  and 
wbich  is  still  latent.  He  hoped  that  tbey 
would  begin  to  do  better  than  tbey  bad 
formerly  done.  He  afterwards  advanced 
and  commenced  the  siege  of  Burgos,  and 
duriiig  that  advance  be  believed  tbat  ge- 
neral Clausel  had  sbewn  himself  a  worthy 
antagonist,  in  tbe  siege  of  Burgos  he  had ' 
certainly  failed,— not  because  be  bad  not 
made  l>otb  breaches  and  aisaoUs; — for, 
from  the  account  of  the  gallant  Dubreton 
himself,  which  be  had  that  day  seen  in  the 
newspaper,  it  appeared  tbat  no  fewer  than 
five  breacbes  and  assaults  bad  been  made, 
—bat  because  these  breacbes  and  assaults 
had  all  been  successfully  withstood.  An 
hon.  gentleman  who  bad  spoken  before 
him,  and  who  always  spoke  well  on 
every  question  (Mr.  Kobinson),  took  off 
from  tbe  merit  of  lord.  Wellington,  by  not 
sCatioff  the  case  as  it  exactly  was.  Wbe- 
ther  the  siege  of  Burgos  was  proper  or  not 
was  a  military  question,  which  it  was 
not  for  him  to  decide;  but  he  was 
bound  to  suppose  tbat  lord  Wellington 
bad  good  reasons  for  tbe  aiege.  Alfter 
what  he  had  9etn,  he  thought  it  was  no 
wonder  if  be  expected  to  make  up  in  cele- 
rity what  he  wanted  in  strength.  He  cer- 
tainly bad  in  tbe  course  of  this  campaign 
afforded  Spain  a  great  opportunity  of  mak'* 
ing  exertions  in  its  own  cause,  ne  could 
not  agree  with  tbe  noble  lord  in  tbe  soli- 
loquy which  be,  the  other  night,  put  into 
the  month  of  that  gallant  commander,  be* 
ginning  with  '« My  great  genius ;"  but  be 
believed  that  tbe  noble  lord  had  conduct- 
ed the  campaign  with  considerable  mill* 
tary  skill ;  and  it  appeared  by  intercept- 
ed communications  and  other  channels  of 
information,  tbat  the  French  marshals 
themselves,  entertained  an  high  opinion  of 
his  lordship^s  military  skill,  from  tbe  man- 
ner in  which  be  conducted  bis  retreating 
army  acrou  the  Agoeda.  He  was  con- 
vinced tbat  the.House  and  tbe  country  at 
large,  were  fully  sensible  that  lord  Wel- 
lington had  performed  great  military  ser* 
vices ;  and  if  the  crown  thought  proper 
to  reward  them  with  tbe  honour  of  a  mar- 
quisate,  the  House  and  tbe  public  would 
think  it  right  to  vote  him  immediately  the 
means  of  supporting  that  dignity,  without 
waiting  for  the  discussion  of  what  might 
be  spared  from  indirect  and  precarious 
funds,  the  application  of  which   might 
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splendid  or  too  generous.  No  man  who 
looked  back  at  what  our  military  policr 
was  some  time  ago,  and  compared  it  with 
our  present  views  and  character,  but  most 
see  that  through  the  success  and  merits  of 
lord  Wellington  we  had  become  a  military 
people,  and  that  by  a  series  of  achieve- 
ments, each  rising  above  the  other  in 
grandeur,  he  had,  althootfh  yet  in  the 
jrouth  of  his  glory,  acquired  for  himself  a 
renown  equal  to  that  of  the  first  captun 
of  his  age.  When  the  House  looked  l^ack 
to  that  period  at  which  our  warlike  pre- 
parations  were  confined  to  plans  of  forti- 
fying the  Thames  instead  of  driving  the 
enemy  beyond  the  Tormes  and  the  Ebro, 
they  could  not  fail,  not  merely  to  recog- 
nise in  lord  Wellington  the  '  decus  et  tn*- 
tamen  patriae,'  as  one  who  had  not  merely 
formed  a  school  in  which  others  might  be 
taught  to  succeed  and  follow  him  in  his 
career  of  glory,  but  to  perceive  in  him  at 
the  same  time  the  hero,  who,  whilst  he 
wielded  the  thunder  of  his  native  land,' 
was  the  tutelar  genius  of  allied  and  de- 
pendent states,  the  protector  of  oppressed 
and  prostrate  powersi  The  picture  whtcli 
history  would  trace»  for  the  instructioD  of 
posterity,  would  unite,  therefore,  with  the 
figure  oi  the  successful  commander,  the 
attributes  of  a  benevolent  spirit,  extending^ 
a  guardian  influence  over  recovering* 
though  fallen  nations.  All  must  admit, 
that  by  the  exertion  in  Spain,  Europe  had 
been  enabled  to  reflect  on  her  condition  ; 
and  when  Buonaparte's  situation,  though 
perhaps  not  irretrievable,  was  contemn 
plated,  we  had  not  only  evidence  of  this, 
but  an  illustration  of  the  difierent  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  war  was  conducted; 
Lord  Wellington  advancing  to  the  suc- 
cour and  liberation  of  Spain — Buonaparte 
marching  to  the  devastation  of  Russia,  ex^ 
hibited  striking  examples  of  the  di^rent 
objects  by  which  the  two  empires  were 
directed  in  their  mutual  hostility.  At 
such  a  moment,  when 


form  a  subject  of  distinct  consideration  on 
a  future  occasion.  He  did  not  like  the 
comparisons  which  had  been  made  be- 
tween the  noble  lord  and  the  duke  of 
Marlborough.  Each  of  those  illustrious 
commanders  had  sufficient  merits  of  their 
own,  upon  which  their  fame  might  re.st ; 
but  since  the  comparison  had  been  made^ 
he  would  say,  that  it  was  precisely  upon 
pecuniary  points  that  the  cnaracter  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  was  vulnerable; 
'wH^reas  upon  those  points  the  disinterest- 
edness of  lord  Wellington  was  perfectly 
known;  and  in  those  points  he  was  a 
truly  meritorious  servant  of  the  public. 
We  were  told  that  some  great  statesmen « 
were  somewhere  to  be  found  who  would 
have  done  a  mat  deal  more  in  the  penin- 
sula, if  they  had  been  in  office.  He  did 
hot  wish  to  see  those  conjurors  in  office,  as 
he  thought  that  the  resources  of  the  country 
were  already  strained  as  far  as  they  would 
bear  in  the  prosecution  t>f  the  war.  The 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had,  in  his  defence  of  ministers,  told 
the  House,  the  other  night,  that  they  had 
spent  upwards  of  eleven  millions  on  this 
war,  in  the  course  of  the  last  eleven 
months.  -Now  as  he  was  sure  that  every 
thing  confided  to  lord  Wellington  had 
been  employed  with  judgment,  he  thought 
a  vote  of  100,000/.  not  too  much  to  reward 
his  great  services.  He,  therefore,  entirely 
concurred  in  the  grant  of  the  sum  pro- 
posed, and  thought  that  it  should  be 
given  by  a  direct  Tote. 

Mr.  Canning  declared,  that  he  should 
deem  it  an  encroachment  upon  the  time 
and  a  waste  of  the  attention  of  the  House, 
if  after  the  opinions  expressed  and  the  mi- 
litary criticisms  delivered  on  this  occasion, 
he  were  to  attempt  to  do  more  than  to 
-state  how  fully  he  participated-  in  the  ad- 
miration felt  at  lord  Wellington's  achieve- 
ments, and  in  a  sense  of  the  justness  of 
that  remuneration  which  had  been  pro- 
posed. He  was  inclined  to  concur  most 
cordially  with  the  proposition,  not  only 
on  those  grounds  which  had  been  adverted 
to,  particularly  by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Protheroe)  who  formed  one  example  of 
the  acquisitions  which  the  new  parliament 
had  made,  but  on  others  of  a  more  general 
nature.  He  concurred  in  it  from  a  feel- 
ing, that  we  had  within  the  last  few  years 
raised  ourselves  to  the  same  equality  at 
land,  more  than  which  we  had  possessed 
at  sea,  and  that  to  the  individual  to  whom 
we  owed  this  augmentation  of  glory  and 
advantag[e«.  aq  xemuneratipn  could  be  too 


Expectation  sits  in  the  afr       ' 
^  And  bides  a  sword  from  biit  unto  thb  poiot. 
With  crowns,  imperial  crowns  and  coronets 

it  might  not  be  useless  to  compare  the  re- 
wards, which  Bubnaparte  was  anticipating 
from  conquest  and  desolation,  with  those 
pure  enjoyments  which  lord  Wellington 
sought  for  in  the  acknowledgments  of  a 
benefited  and  grateful  country,  ^n  hon; 
baronet  had  expressed  a  wish  that  the  son 
proposed  to  be  voted  should  be  taken  from 
other  funds.  For  his  own  part  he  wat 
cqnfidentr'tbat  the  peo{>le  would  fed  dt<« 
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frauded^  were  tbey  to  be  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  doing  justice  to  their  great 
commander,  and  if  the  House  were  to  at- 
tempt to  scrape  up  a  provision  out  of  the 
leayings'of  obscure  and  secret  funds^  be 
felt  that  they  ought  not  to  pollute  the  vote^ 
by  seeming  to  apologise  for  the  gratitude 
they  evinced,  or  by  endeavouring  to  show 
that  they  were  grateful  at  no  ejq[)ence. 
He  rather  hoped  thai  they  would  be 
anxious  to  show,  that  as  the  crown  had 
run  before  them  ^in  one  instai^ce,  they 
were  resolved  to  keep  pace  with  its  wishes 
in  another.'  He  understood  it  was  pro- 
posed to  lay  out  the  100,000/.  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  to  be  attached  to  the  title 
of  Wellington.  Now,  lord  Wellington's 
children  were  all  sons,  but  they  might 
have  only  female  issue.  He  presumed 
that  it  was  not  intended  the  title  should 
fail  in  that  case.  He  thought  it  necessary 
not  only  ihat4he  immediate  descendants 
of  such  a  man  should  be  provided  for,  but 
that  the  grant  of  that  night  should  insure 
to  their  posterity  that  result  which  Eng- 
lishmen could  not  but  wish  to  see, — as  a 
lasting  monument  to  the  memory  of  their 
great  ancestor.  > 

Lord  Castiereagh  observed,  that  matter 
would  come  to  be  considered  in  the  Bill. 
It  was  the  wish  of  ministers  that  the  grant 
should  be  made  on  the^nost  liberal  prin- 
ciples. 

Sir  F.  Burdett's  Amendment  was  then 
put  and  negatived  without  a  division. 
After  which  the  original  Resolution  was 
agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Tuesdtittf,  December  8. 

iNSOLtENT  DEBfORs'  AMENDMENT  BlLL.] 

Lord  EUenharough^  in  presenting  this  Bill  to 
their  lordships'  consideration,  took  occa- 
sion to  remark,  that  the  Insolvent  Debtors' 
Act  of  last  session  had  contained  a  clause, 
extending  relief  to  debtors  confined  for 
8ums  exceeding  2,000/.,  but  great  doubt 
and  difficulty  had  arisen  in  attempting  to 
carry  this  clause  into  execution.  The 
provisions  of  that  part  of  the  act  directed, 
that  a  barrister  of  each  court  should  heap- 
pointed,  under  the  chief  justices  and  the 
chief  baron,  to  meet  and  Examine  into  the 
respective  cases  of  those  who  intended  to 
take  the  benefit.  But  this  claftlse  having 
been  added  to  the  Bill,  had  subjected  iu 
execution  to  considerable  deficiency. 
One  omission  was,  that  no  power  or  direc« 
'Monivaff  giv^ni  whereby. these  prisoners 


could  be  brought  with  safety  before  the 
barristers,  without,  in  case  of  escape,  sub* 
jecting  the  gaolers  to  responsibility  ;  be- 
sides, there  was  another  material  defect, 
for  after  the  barristers  had  inquired,  which 
they  had  done  by  going  themselves  to 
each  of  the  prisons  in  the  metropolis, 
they  had  reported  to  their  respective 
courts  the  result  of  their  examinations; 
and  yet  no  direction  was  given  how  the 
discharge  was  to  be  made  out.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  was  necessary  to 
apply  to  the  legislature,  and  the  Bill  which 
he  held  in  his  hand  was  calculated  to  re- 
medy these  defects.  It  provided,  that  the 
barristers  should  have  more  ample  power ; 
that  a  warrant  might  be  issued  under  their 
hands,  authorising  the  gaolers  to  bring  be- 
fore them  the  prisoners  described  ;  it  also 
provided,  that  the  barristers  might  admi- 
nister the  necessary  oath,  which  was  left 
unexpressed  in  the  former  act ;  and  further 
directed  the  investment  of  the  prisoners' 
property  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  jthe 
peace  of  the  county,  for  the  benefit  of 
their  creditors.  Another  provision  was» 
that  the  decision  of  the  barristers  should 
be  final.  With  respect  to  the  bringing 
up  of  prisoners  not  confined  in  the  gaols 
of  the  metropolis,  it  was  directed  they 
should  be  brought  up  by  application  for 
a  Habeas  Corpus  to  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  Court.  The  noble  and  learned  lord 
having  stated  the  nature  of  this  Bill, 
moved  that  it  now  be  read  a  first  time.—- 
The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  th6  first 
time. 
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Petition  against  the  Catholic 
Claims,  fbom  the  Uniybesitt  of  Cam- 
bridge.] Lord  Pal  merston  presented  a 
Petition  from  the  chancellor,  masters,  and 
scholars  of  the  Univessity  of  Cambridge, 
against  the  Claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
His  lordship  observed,  that  an  idea  having 
^one  forth  that  this  Petition  bad  been 
framed  and  determined  upon,  without  the 
usual  notice  for  non-tesidents  to  attend 
the  convocation,  he  thought  it  proper  to 
state,  that  a  notice  of  six  days  had  been 
given,  which  exceeded  by  three  days  that 
which  was  given  on  ordinary  occasions.*— 
The  Petition  was  then  read,  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  understand,  with 
great  anxiety,  that  a  Bill  is  soon  to  be  of* 
fered  to  the  House  for  the  removal  of  the 
restrictions  which  are  imposed  by  law  on 
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those  who  profess  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  in  these  realms ;  and  that  the  pe* 
titioners  are  folly  convinced  that  the  con* 
trol  of  any  foreign  power  implied  in  such 
Bill  over  the  government t>f  this  country 
either  in  Chnrch  or  State,  is  not  only  in- 
consistent with  the  form  of  onr  constita« 
tion,  as  established  at  the  Revelation,  but 
moreover,  by  destroying  the  independency 
of  onr  Chnrch  and  nation,  is  contrary  to  the 
first  principles  of  all  civil  government;  and 
that  the  power  of  jthe  Pope,  thongh  for 
various  reasons  diminished  in  the  public 
estimation,  is  notwithstanding  more  to  be 
dreaded  by  us  now  than  ever,  being  itself 
brought  under  the  control,  and,  if  occasion 
should  offer,  likely  to  become  the  dan- 
|>eroas  instrnment,  of  a  foreign  and  in- 
veterate enemy  ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
are  the  more  confirmed  is  the  appre- 
hensions of  foreign  interference,  by  ob- 
serving that,  notwithstanding  all  the  con- 
Cessions  made  of  late  years  by  our  legis- 
lature in  favour  of  the  Roman  CathoUcs, 
yet  the  tenets  of  their  Church  have  ad- 
mitted of  no  relaxation,  but  continue  the 
same  as  ever,  particularly  those  the  most 
•baoxious  and  dangeroos,  of  still  advanc- 
ing and  maintaining  the  supremacy  of 
the  Pope,  in  all  spiritual  matters,  above 
the  supremacy  of  our  own  sovereign ;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  as  becomes  a  Pro- 
testant University,  have  never  been  ad- 
TPerse  to  the  rights  of  toleration  or  liberty 
of  conscience^  to  which  they  are  and  have 
been  most  sincere  well  wishers ;  but  they 
are  most  seriously  alarmed  at  the  idea  en- 
tertained of  admitting  Roman  Catholics 
to  legislate  for  a  Protestant  Church,  to 
which,  as  we  have  thus  seen,  they  are 
from  principle  and  systematically  hostile ; 
and  praying,  that  no  eueh  Bill  may  pass 
into  a  law/' 

Petition  against  thb  Catholic 
Claims,  from  the  Borough  or  Gran- 
THAM.]  A  Petition  of  the  aldermen,  re- 
corder, comburgesses,  and  burgesses  of 
the  borough  of  Grantham,  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  and  inhabitanu  of  the  said 
borough,  and  the  soke  and  vicinity  thereof, 
vras  ^  also  presented  and  read ;  setting 
forth, 

**  That  although  the  petitioners  enter- 
tain towards  the  Roman  Catholics  no  spirit 
of  intolerance,  no  desire  of  dominion,  yet 
it  is  their  firm  opinion  that,  in  unqualified 
coneession,  the  constitution  is  exposed  to 
a  new,  an  untried,  and  a  great  danger ; 
and  thl^t  the  petitioners  consider  the  «■* 
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qualified  repeal  of  those  laws  on  which  the 
remaining  Catholic  disabilities  expend, 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and 
safety  of  the  British  constitution,  and  the 
laws  which  have  been  enacted  for  the  se- 
curity  and  defence  of  the  Protestant  esta- 
blished religion,  particularly  the  Act  of  Set- 
tlement, whereby  the  crown  is  limited  to  bis 
present  Majesty's  illustrious  House,  which 
act  secures  our  religion^  laws,  and  liberties, 
and  which  the  statute  declares  to  be  the 
birthright  of  the  people  of  JEngland  :  and 
tbat  the  petitioners  therefore  watch  with 
jealousy  those  bold  demands  which  aim 
to  subvert  our  guardian  securities,  and 
humbly  pray,  that  the  House  in  its  wis- 
dom will  deem  it  expedient  to  defer  the 
consideration  of  this  great  question  till  the 
Roman  Catholics  urge  claims  with  that 
temper  and  moderation  which  would  best 
become  iheir  appeal  to  the  highest  autho- 
rity of  the  state." 

The  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Galwat  Election^Psti tion  or  John 
Joyce  and  others.]  A  Petition  of  John 
Joyce,  Pat.  M.  Lynch,  John  Lynch, 
Alex.  Nicholas  Browne,  James  Finii« 
and  John  French  Ma(iden»  was  read; 
settinff  forth, 

*•  That,  at  the4ate  general  election  for 
the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of  GaU 
way,  Valentine  Blake  of  Menlo,  in  the 
county  of  said  town,  was  a  candidate 
to  repr^ent  the  said  town  and  county  of 
the  town  of  G^lway  in  parliament ;  and  on 
that  occasion,  the  hon.  Frederick  Ponsonby 
was  also  a  candidate  for  the  like  purpose  ; 
and  that,  by  virtue  of  divers  charters, 
there  exists  in  the  town  of  Galway,  which 
is  and  was  a  great  town  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  7t^  a  corporation  known  by 
the  name  of  the  mayor,  sheriffs)  free  bur« 
gesses,  and  commonalty  of  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Galway  ;  and  that 
the  right  of  election  is  vested  in  the  free- 
holders thereof,  and  also  in  the  freemen  of 
the  said  corporation  of  said  town  when 
lawfully  admitted  and  duly  qualified  to 
vote  on  such  elections,  the  said  freemen 
being  a  component  part  of  the  commonalty 
of  the  said  corporation ;  and  that  the  said 
election,  which  commenced  on  the  16th« 
continued  from  day  to  day  until  the  Slat 
of  October  last,  during  which  period  car* 
tain  voters,  to  the  number  of  159  freemea 
and  fireeholders,  duly  qualified,  voted  for 
the  said  V.  Blakcj  and  certain  persons,  to 
the  nnmber  of  SI  1,  were  peraiitted  by  tba 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ttlj 


Petition  qfJokn  Joyce  and  others. 


Dec.  8,  I8I2« 


[222 


sfaeriffi  to  poll  and  Tote  for  said  F.  Pon« 
•onby ;  and  the  petitioners  farther  shew 
that  ef  the  above  number  of  3 1 1  persons 
who  were  so  permitted  by  said  she- 
riffi  to  vote  for  said  F.  Ponsonby,  divers 
persons  were  permitted  to  vote  as  freemen 
of  the  corporation  of  the  town  of  Galway, 
although  such  persons  never  were  legally 
admitted  freemen  of  the  said  corporation^ 
nor  did  there  appear  to  be  any  sufficient 
evidence  of  their  having  ever  acted  as  free* 
nen  or  done  any  corporate  act,  inasmuch 
ds  the  only  evidence  of  their  admissioa  as 
fteemeo  was  one  of  the  corporation  books, 
by  which  it  did  not  appear  that  any  per- 
son legally  qualified  vouched  or  certified 
their  admission,  nor  any  evidence  of  their 
having  qualified  as  freemen,  or  taken  tlie 
oaths  prescribed  by  the  charter  of  the 
said  corporation  ;  nor  did  there  appear  to 
be  any  stamp  or  any  document  of  their  al* 
leged  admission  as  freemen  into  said  cor^ 
poration  as  prescribed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment; and  the  petitioners  further  shew^ 
that  the  above  number  of  persons  were 
not  residents  in  Galway  at  the  time  of 
their  alleged  admission  to  the  freedom  of 
the  said  corporation,  nor  did  they  ever  re- 
tide  therein ;  that  the  said  number  of  per- 
sons were  composed  of  the  principal  part 
of  the  tenant  peasantry  of  the  right  hon. 
Bennis  Bowes  Daly,  of  Dalystown,  in  the 
county  of  Galway,  the  uncle-in-law  of  the 
said  P.  Ponsonby,  and  his  alleged  repre- 
senutive  on  the  hustings  at  said  election ; 
that  they  were,  for  the  mosi  pi^t,  totally 
illiterate,  and  incapable  of  speaking  the 
English  language,  and-  admitted  to  their 
freedom,  if  at  all,  by  several  hundreds  at 
a  time ;  that  the  petitioners  jhew  that  they 
were  occasional  voters,  made  for  the  pur- 
poses of  election,  contrary  to  the  law  of 
parliament;  that  a  considerable  part,  if 
not  the  whole  number  of  said  persons,  de- 
clared at  the  hustings,  that  they  did  not 
recollect  ever  having  exercised  any  cor- 
porate act  as  freemen,  or  had  ever  taken 
the  oath  prescribed  to  freemen,  but  had, 
on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  their  voting, 
or  the  day  before,  and  after  said  election 
ted  been  commenced,  been  sworn  by  the 
right  hon.  D.  B.  Daly  in  an  adjoining 
room  which  had  been  kept  locked,  and  no 
person  admitted  tq  enter,  save  the  said 
persons  about  to  be  sworn,  and  one  or  two 
of  the  dependants  of  the  said  D.  B.  Daly ; 
that  they  declared,  when  about  to  vote, 
that  they  had  been  sworn  in  the  aforesaid 
manner  before  the  said  D.  B.Daly  as  free- 
aen,  said  D.  B.  Daly  being  at  that  time 


and  still  mayor  of  the  said  town  of  Gal* 
way,  although  it  was  objected,  tha^  even 
if  in  every  other  respect  they  were  free- 
men, that  such  qualification  as  freemen 
was  tiot  valid  within  the  act  of  parliamerit, 
they  not  having  qualified  within  six 
months  anterior  to  the  teste  of  the  writ  of 
election ;  they  further  declared,  that  they 
were  so  sworn  by  said  D.  B«  Daly  for  the 
purpose  of  voting  for  said  F.  Ponsonby  on 
said  election ;  and  the  most  considerable 
part  of  the  above  number  declared,  at  the 
time  they  were  voting  for  said  F.  Pon<< 
sonby,  that  they  were  ignoradt  of  the 
name  of  .the  other  candidate,  althougli  the 
said  V.  Blake  now  resides,  and  has  since 
his  birth  resided,  within  the  county  of  the 
town  of  Galway  ;  and  the  petitioner!  fur- 
ther shew,  as  further  evidence  of  their 
being  occasional  voters,  that  158  of  the 
above  number  ad mitted^at  such  their  time 
of  voting,  that  they  had  al  I,,  on  one  and- 
the  same  day,  been  entered  iupon  the  cor- 
poration books,  as  they  alleged,  and  at  a 
time  when  many  of  them  were  minors, 
for  the  purpose,  as  they  alleged,  of  being 
brought  forward  at  some  future  day  of 
voting  for  the  said  D.  B.  Daly,  or  his  no- 
minees ;  that  the  petitioners  farther  .shew, 
that  divers  persons  who  voted  for  the  said 
hon.  F.  Ponsonby  declared  themselvea 
Roman  Catholics,  yet  did  not  produce  any 
legal  document  or  certificate  of  their 
having  duly  qualified  themselves  to  vote 
as  such  Roman'  Catholics;  and  the  peti- 
tioners further  submit,  that  said  oaths  so 
administered  were  irregular,  as  not  having 
been  made  before  one  of  the  judges  of  hia 
Majesty's  four  courU  in  Dublin,  or  at  the 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  county, 
where  said  Roman  Catholics  resided,  none 
of  them  having  ever  resided  within  Gal- 
way; and  further,  inasmuch  as  no  re- 
quest was  made  by  said  F.  Ponsonby,  the 
other  candidate,  to  said  sherifii,  to  appoint 
magistrates  to  administer  to  Roman  Catho« 
lies  said  oaths  of  qualification,  nor  did,  in 
fact,  said  sheriffs  ever  make  such  appoint- 
ment; and  the  petitioners  further  shew, 
that  the  persons  entitled  to  their  freedoms 
in  said  corporation,  under  the  Irish,  act  of 
4  Geo.  ],  c.  15,  and  uqder  the  charters  of 
said  corporation,  when  duly  qualified  by 
taking  the  oaths  thereby  prescribed,  were 
rejected  by  said  sheriffs  as  persons  not 
qualified  under  the  above  statutes  and 
charters,  although  they  had,  long  anterior 
to  the  teste  of  the  aaid  writ,  applied  for 
their  freedom,  and  offered  to  qualify  for 
aame,  but  were  repeatedly  refused  the  op- 
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portunity  of  so  quijifying.  by  the  right 
hon.  D.  B.  Daly  and  those  under  his  in- 
flaence;  and  the  petitioners  shew,  that 
they  are  particularly  aggrieved  in  this  in- 
stance, because  the  several  persons  in  this 
respect,  to  the  number  of  nearly  30/ 
declared  at  the  hustings,  that  if  they  were 
admitted  to  vote,  they  w<mld  have  voted 
for  V.  Blake ;  and  the  petitioners  further 
shew,  that  said  sheriffs,  at  said  election, 
permitted  to  poll  at  said  election  for  said 
F.  Ponsonby,  four  freeholders  not  duly 
qualified  to  vote,  one  of  said  freeholders 
having  agreed  to  sell  and  assign  the  whole 
of  his  freehold,  and  to  give  possession 
thereof  id  March  next,  without  any  re- 
servation, two  whereof  having  no  freehold 
whatever,  and  one  who  had  not  duly  re- 
gistered his  alleged  freehold  ;  and  the  pe- 
titioners further  shew,  that,  in  order  that 
the  fullest  evidence  of  the  petitioners'  ob- 
jections might  appear  on  record,  the  pe- 
titioners, and  those  concerned  for  them,  re- 
quired that  the  objections  of  the  petitioners 
to  the  voters  who  were  unduly  admitted,  and 
the  answers  and  admissions  of  said  voters 
for  said  F.  Ponsonby,  might  be  entered  and 
taken  down  by  the  sheriffs  on  the  poll 
book,  which  they  uniformly  refused  to  do ; 
that  the  petitioners  humbly  shew,  that, 
by  the  several  means  aforesaid,  the  said 
F.  I^onsonby  obtained  a  colourable  majo- 
rity over  the  said  Valentine  Blake;  but 
that  the  said  V.  Blake  had  a  very  large 
legal  majority  of  votes  in  his  favour  on 
said  poll  over  said  F.  Ponsonby;  and 
that  said  sheriffs  should  and  ought  there- 
fore to  have  declared  the  majority  on  said 
poll  in  favour  of  the  said  V.  Blake,  and  to 
iiave  him  declared  duly  elected,  and  to 
have  made  their  return  accordingly; 
whereas  the  petitioners  shew  that  they 
made  their  return  that  said  F.  Ponsonby 
was  duly  elected  ;  and  praying  the  House 
to  take  the  petitioners'  case  into  considera- 
tion, and  to  appoint  a  committee  to  try 
the  merits  and  validity  of  said  election, 
according  to  law,  and  grant  the  peti- 
tioners such  relief  in  the  premises  as  the 
House  shall  deem  proper/' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  1 1th  of  February  next,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  Petition  of  Valentine  Blake, 
esq.  is  ordered  to  be  taken  intc>  considera- 
tion. 

Charitable  Estates  Bill.]  Mr.  Lock- 
hart  rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  to 
move  for  leave  to  brin^  in  a  Bill  to  pre- 
vent the  trustees  of  Estates  giyen  for  Chari- 


Gdd  Cam  ML 


[224 


table  uses  from  granting  long  and  impro- 
vident leases.  Having  adverted  to  the 
acts  already  passed  to  secure  the  due  ap- 
propriation of  donations  for  charitable  pur- 
poses, he  proceeded  to  observe,  that  it  yet 
remained  for  the  legislature  to  adopt  some 
measure,  the  object  of  which  would  be  to 
prevent  the  trustees  of  donations,  such  as 
he  had  described,  from  granting  leases 
of  lands  or  other  property,  for  terms, 
which,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the 
word,  might  be  considered  improvident. 
What  he  called  improvident,  were  those 
leases  which  exceeded  14  years.  It  was 
not  his  wish  to  meddle  with  any  of  those 
leasea.  which  had  hitherto  been  granted, 
nor  did  he  mean  to  oppose  the  grant  of 
long  leases,  where  the  interest  of  the  es- 
tate required  that  such  leases  should  be 
given,  namely,  where  the  estate  was  to 
be  improved  by  building  or  otherwi9e, 
but  to  prevent  any  difficulty  on  this  head, 
he  should  introduce  a  clause  into  the  Bill, 
empowering  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  in 
which  leases  were  to  be  granted,  to  decide 
as  to  the  length  it  might  be  expedient  to' 
grant  them,  and  calling  upon  the  tmstees 
to  make  application  to  him  before  such 
leases  were  granted.  In  all  estates,  where 
rack-rents  were  exacted,  however,  he 
should  propose,  that  no  lease  should  be 
granted  for  a  longer  period  than  for  14 
years,  and  that  where  such  leases  were  to 
be  given,  the  circumstance  should  be  made 
public,  in  order  that  a  fair  competition 
might  take  place,  so  as  to  secure  an 
adequate  price  for  the  property  to  be 
leased.  These  regulations  he  had  no 
doubt  would  not  only  tend  to  the  better 
attainipent  of  the  objects  for  which  chari- 
table donations  were  left,  but  to  the  gene- 
ral improvement  of  agriculture.  The  hon. 
ajid  learned  gentleman  having  concluded 
by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  Bill, 
the  motion  was '  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

GoLB  Coin  Bill.]  The  Chancellors^ 
the  Excheipter  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  to  con- 
tinue an  Act  of  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, for  making  more  effectual  provision 
for  preventing  the  current  Gold  Coin  of 
the  realm  from  being  paid  or  accepted  for 
a  greater  value  than  the  current  value  of 
such  coin ;  for  preventing  any  note  or 
bill  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  or  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  from 
being  received  for  any  smaller  sum  than 
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the  sum  therein  ipecified ;  and  forstmy« 
iag  proceedings  upon  any  diftrest  by  ten- 
der of  Boch  notes. 

Mr.  Whuhrtad  mored,  that  the  2d  and 
3d  of  the  Resolutions  which,  npon  the 
14th  of  May  \p\\,  were  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  consider  further  of  the 
Report  whicht  upon  the  8th  of  June  1810, 
was  made  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  high  price  of 
Qold  Bullion,  and  which  were  then  agreed 
toby  the  House. 

Toe  Resolutions  were  accordingly  read, 
and  are  as  follow  : 

<«  2.  Resohed,  That  the  Promissory 
Notes  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  are  engagements  to  pay 
certain  sums  of  money  in  the  legal  coin 
of  this  kingdom ;  and  that,  for  more  than 
a  century  past,  the  said  governor  and 
company  were  at  all  times  ready  to  dis- 
charge such  Promissory  Notes  in  Ipgal 
coin  of  the  realm,  until  restrained  from  so 
doing,  on  the  25th  of  February  1797,  by 
an  order  of  council,  confirmed  by  act  of 
parliament 

"  5.  Resolved,  That  the  Promissory 
Notes  of  the  said  company  have  hitherto 
been,  and  are  at  this  time,  held  in  public 
estimation  to  be  equivalent  to  the  legal 
coin  of  the  realm,  and  generally  accepted 
as  such  in  all  pecuniary  transactions  to 
which  such  coin  is  lawfully  applicable." 

Mr.  Cnevcy  said,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  allow  this  Bill  to  be  read  a  se* 
cond  time  withobt  entering  his  protest 
against  it,  viewing  it  as  he  did,  as  a  Bill  of 
the  greatest  atrocity.  (Cries  of  hear,  and 
a  laugh.)  He  repeated  the  term  atrocity, 
for  he  knew  of  none  which  was  more  ap- 
plicable to  it  He  was  sore  the  House 
would  be  unwilling  to  enter  into  a  length- 
ened discussion  on  the  Bullion  Question, 
but  he  only  wished  to  state  shortly  his  ob- 
jections to  this  fatal  Bill,  which  originated 
out  of  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Commit- 
tee, who  had  been  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the 
high  price  of  gold.  That  Committee 
stated  that  the  market  price  was  4/.  1  Of.  an 
ounce,  while  the  standard  price  was  3/.  17«. 
lOii  and  that  the  amount  of  the  deprecia* 
lion  of  the  currency  was  15  per  cent  In 
coBsequence  of  this  statement  a  distinguisl^^ 
ed  member  of  the  last  parliament  (Mr. 
Homer),  who  had  also  been  chairman  of 
the  Bullion  Committee,  endeavoured  to 
induce  the  House  to  adopt  a  series  of  re- 
aolutionsy  in  which  he  proposed  to  bring 
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back  the  currency  to  its  proper  standard, 
by  constraining  the  Bank  of  England  to 
resume  payments  in  specie  within  two 
years ;  but,  in  the  mean  time  the  right 
bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
posed, as  a  nostrum,  what  had  been  read 
by  the  clerk,  at  the  suggestion  of  his  bon. 
friend,  and  which  went  to  establish  the 
monstrous  proposition,  that  a  pound  note 
and  a  shilling  were  equal  to  one  pound 
one  in  gold.  Since  that  period,  gold  had 
been  sold  at  4/.  14«.  an  ounce,  which  was 
a  depreciation  of  20  per  cent.  A  noble 
lord  (King)  then  took  a  resolution  to  con- 
fute the  doctrine  held  out  in  the  xesolu- 
tions  by  compelling  his  tenants  to  pay 
their  renU  in  gold,  when  a  law  was  passed 
to  prevent  it.  This  law  was  temporary, 
and  had  been  once  renewed,  and  would 
expire  in  February  next;  it«  therefore, 
became  necessary  to  know  the  price  of 
gold  at  this  period  before  they  renewed 
the  law.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
come  to  his  resolutions  when  there  was  a 
depreciation  of  20  per  cent  and  he  now 
came  to  renew  the  law  when  the  price  of 
gold  in  the  market  this  day  was  5/.  5s,  an 
ounce,  being  a  depreciation  of  55  per  cent! 
and  yet  the  right  hon.  gentleman  gravely 
introduced  the  Bill,  and  seemed  surprised 
that  it  should  provoke  any  discussion.  But 
did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  really  be- 
lieve that  paper  and  ffold  were  of  the 
same  value,  or  that  the  Taw  had  succeeded 
in  makinff  them  so  ?  He  could  not  think 
so ;  but  if  this  monstrous  law  was  repeal- 
ed,  gold  and  paper  would  find  their  re- 
spective value,  and  no  want  of  the  former 
would  remain.  From  what  .had  been 
said  the  other  evening  relative  to  the  - 
offer  of  27,000  guineas  to  government, 
it  was  likely  that  the  eyes  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  were  openeda  little  to  the 
difference  between  paper  and  gold.— -He 
had  lately  accompanied  a  friend  of  his 
to  a  shop,  for  the  purpose  of  dispos- 
ing of  some  light  guineas,  and  the  price 
his  friend  was  offered  was  1/.  7«.  2c{.  for 
his  light  guineas.  Would  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  then,  contend,  that  the  owner 
of  good  guineas  was  not  injured  by  the 
operation  of  this  law,  for  if  be  took  them 
to  market  he  must  lose  seven  shillings  in 
the  sale  of  them  ?  What,  then,  must  he 
do  with  his  gold  ?  If  he  hoarded  it,  it  be- 
came unproductive ;  if  he  clipped  it,  he 
was  subjected  to  the  penalties  of  the  Clip« 
ping  Act;  and  if  he  came  forward  and 
demanded  the  fair  value,  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
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come  down  upon  him  vvith  the  terrors  of 
fine  stnd  imprisonment.  Was  there  crer 
then  such  a  violation  of  the  right  of  pro- 
perty? Arid  what  advantage  resalted 
mm  it  ?  Was  the  state  benefited  ?  only 
80  far  as  it  enabled  them  to  pay  their  cre- 
ditors in  depreciated  currency  ;  bnt  in  afl 
cases  of  public  expenditure  the  state  suf- 
fered as  much  as  the  private  individoat. 
Ak  fbr  all  the  gre^t  public  creditors,  Aey 
were  m  the  same  situation— -they  lo^  55 
per  cent,  or  one  third  of  their  property. 
Thus  th^  public^  the  annuitant,  the  public 
creditor  were  losings— and  who  were  the 
gainers  ?  Re  knev^  of  none,  excefit  the 
Bank  6f  England.  The  directors  of  that 
company  were  told  in  1797>  that  they 
might  defVaud  th<6ir  credltoi^ ;  and  in  1 8 1 1 , 
thejr  ^ere  again  told,  that  they  mi^t  go 
on  m  the  same  system.  They  exported 
coib;  and  as  it  disappeared  paper  became 
depreciated.  What  check  wsLs  there, 
then,  on  the  disci'etion  of  the  Kmk? 
Th^se  gentieo^en,  when  examined  before 
the  Bullion  Committ^,  had  confessed, 
that  in  reffulatlng  their  issues  they  never 
looked  to  the  pnce  of  gold,  or  to  the  course 
of  exchange,  and  thtlt.so  long  as  a  bill 
was  broudit  to)  them  with  a  go6d  name 
at  ite  bacKt  they  would  issue  to  any  ex- 
tent. This  was  the  theory  of  these jgen- 
tlemeB ;  what  was  their  practice  ?  They 
^d  divided  six  millions  in  bonusses,  be- 
sides increasing  their  interest  from  seven 
to  eleven  per  cent.  The  danger  from  de- 
preciation being  such  oh  this  account  be- 
sides the  danger  from  ^  shock  of  pubHc 
confidence,  it  becalme  the  House  to  take 
time  for  consideration,  to  reflect  i^hether 
ii  would  not  be  better  for  them  to  retrace 
their  steps  than  to  proceed.  The  time 
also  at  which  the  Fill  was  brought  forward, 
was  objectionable.  Half  the  members 
were  n6t  present,  and  of  those  who  wefe, 
H  greater  proportioili  were  new  than  bad 
ever  been  known  before.  As  it  v^zb  im- 
proper at  such  a  time  for  the  House  to 
pledge  itself  t6  continue  this  act,  Aid  ^  it 
did  not  expire  till  the  endof  Februftry»  tie 
shobid  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  i  second 
time  on  the  5d  of  February. 

Mr.  Brand  ^id,  b6  was  extremely 
dbxious  to  hear  what  the  right  faon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  held  to  say 
on  the  present  occasion.  The  hon.gen- 
tlieman  then  objected  to  tt^o  parts  oi  ibe 
Bill ;  first,  thait  which  in  pursuance  of  the 
Ridiculous  resolation  6(  the  Chancelldr  of 
ibe  Excheouer,  made  the  bank  paper 
il^al  toxoid ;  imd  second,  to  thtt  par^ 
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wUch  took  frmn  lessors  the  powdr  of  dis^ 
training  for  rent  after  tender  made  of  Badk 
of  England  notes.  The  only  eflbct  of*  the- 
first  part  wodld  be  to  increase  hoarding, 
or  perjury  and  crime,  and  that  of  the  so» 
cond  to  reduce  the  lessors  6C  lands  to*  th^ 
same  state  with  the  publib  annuitaott. 
One  observation  made  by  hit  hon.  friend, 
he  could  not  concur  in.  If  the  Batek  ot 
England  were  unconnected  with  govern*' 
ment  they  wodld  be  able  to  answer  all  de« 
mands  on  them.  He  certainly  was  asto* 
nished  at  the  little  knowledge  of  the  ttA^ 
ject  showii  by  the  gentlemen  of  tlMI  Bank, 
who  had  been  examined  before  the  IMlioir 
Committee,  but  he  was  assured  tBa^  if 
they  had  not  beeii  swayed  by  ^oventmen^- 
but  had  been  left  to  fbllow  their  own  bias^* 
they  would  have  acted  in  a  mannetr  eoiir<« 
sisteiit  with  the  i^elfisre  of  the  country. 
He  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  shothUF 
be  unwiHing,  that  the  Bill  should  bv 
pressed  through  the  House  at  any  dm^- 
but  especially  at  the  present. 

The  Ciancdldr  df  die  Exdiiquer  Said,  ht^ 
had  no  intention  6f  preserving  any  disre- 
spectful silence  on  a  question  of  such 
great  magnitude ;  but  he  had  been  de- 
sirous of  hearing  to  what  partidular  view  or 
it  the  observations  of  members  migfnbefiw 
rected  before  he  answered  any  general  dt 
partial  objections.  He  Was  apprehen^rvi&f 
otherwise,  of  being  drawn  into  a  proliliiy' 
which  might  not  only  be  tedious,  but  xm^ 
necessary,  afier  the  long  and  reiterated 
discussions  which  this  subject  had  tmdeiw 
gone.  He  now  saW,  that  (he  fa^odrHtcf 
view  tokeh  was,  the  practical  6ne,  and  td 
this,  therefore,  he  should  chiefly  confina 
hhnself.  The  question  of  depreciati<Mf 
had  been  entertamed,  he  Wished  the  H6dri 
to  ^  remember,  at  a  period  eonfsiderahiy 
earlier  than  the  appointment  6f  the  6ulHioa 
Commftiee.  In  r  807  it  had  been  argued 
in  the  other  House  cf  ParliameM  by  lord 
Kinff,  and  the  same  arguments  then  orged 
by  him,  Were  afterwards  broug[ht  fof  ward 
more  amply hy  the  Bullion  Commiitee.  hk 
iht  year  1811  flie  same  nohle  person  bid 
thought  proper  to  adopt  a  proceeding 
which  mad^  it  appear  to  parliament  ne^ 
cessary  to  pass  that  act  which  it  was  iiui 
object  of  the  present  Brll  to  renew.  Itvi^aa 
n6t  bis  desire  to  attribute  to  that  hoble 
indiyidual  any  unworthy  mo^i^  ferr  ifatt 
conouct ;  on  the  coiitrary,  his  per^uaai6Jl 
was,  that  the  noble  Idrd  ^9A  onfy  dedfbtt 
of  eonfuting  him  fthe  Chancellor  df  tBt 
Exchequer)  and  or  fi^ishmg  i  priiHiM 
example  of  the  edrrecttieia  of  bU  bWh 
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Uieory.  They  bad  also  the  eTidence  of  • 
1^.  jdonck  on  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, who  said  be  woald  not  accept  of  JBank 
of  Eosland  paper  at  the  same  rate  of  value 
fs  gold.  The  reason  of  which  was  ob- 
Tiotis :  Mr.  Monck  was  a  coiner  of  local 
tokens^  and  for  his  purposes,  gold  or  silver 
livas  qiQcb  more  useful  than  pi^per.  With 
regard  to  the  practical  question,  he  put  it 
to  anv  oqe  of  the  Bullion  Committee  to 
gay  if  it  would  be  wise  to  cause  the  Bank 
to  resume  its  payments*  in  specie  at  this 
period  ;  aod  if  not,  would  it  be  expedient 
to  pass  a  law,  as  they  had  formerlv  pro- 
posed, to  fix  the  resumption  of  cash  pay- 
vents  at  any  specific  timci  the  circum- 
atances  of  which  they  could  not  foresee } 
Be  had  at  that  time  pointed  out  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  majority  of  the  Ho^se, 
that  similar  rises  in  the  price  of  the  precious 
Bietals  had  taken  place  when  there  was  no 
paper  currency  at  all,  and  when  there  was 
a  paper  currejficy  convertible  into  its  do* 
minal  value  in  moqey.  This  proved 
ahat  the  rise  did  not  depend  on  the 
depre<;iation  of  the  paper  currency.  It 
jwastrue,  as  asserted  on  the  other  side,  that 
|^ol4b^  advanced  in  price  within  the  last 
v(^r,.fM|d  the  argument  they  would  ^raw 
fr9m4his.wasrtbat  the  circulation  of  paper 
b^  increased,  and  cooseqqenUy  its  worUi 
4iminisbed.  Now  the  case  was  not  so, 
ijA^.this  fact  afforded  another  argument  in 
<;oufirinatioa  of  the  fallacy  of  their  rea* 
/KMiiog.  For  his  part,  he  found  a  suffiqient 
cause  for  ^he  rise  of  gold  in  the  y^t  aug- 
nen^tion  of  our  foreign. expenditure :  and 
atill  ipore  in  the  total  interryp^on  of  the 
#^pp)ie4.pf  the  precious  n^euls  from  So^th 
jAqaerica,  which  in  itself  was  sufficient  to. 
sicconnt  for  the  advance  upon  those  metals 
in  the.iparket.  The  circqipstaDces  of  |he 
^Hresent  year  were  also  somewhat  remark* 
able.  After  the  debates  of  last  session  the 
.price  of  bullion  remained  for  some  time 
.pretty  ateiad v  ;  but  of  late  it  had  risen 
joddeniy  to  tjne.  extent  stated, by  the  bon. 
tgeptlepian  opposite.  It  had  so  risen  or 
the  opeqing  of  the  intercourse  vHth  Russia, 
*^bence  an. excessive  Remand  had  occa^ 
tioned  a  similar  rise  all  over  Europe. 
.The  nostrum  of  the  bullion  Committee 
.was  to  refuipe  payments  in  cash;  bat 
twbere  was  it  to  be  got  ?  The  mines  ef 
^jnerica  were  stopped,  and  the  balance  of 
4i;ade  vras  against  ns  with  e^ery  other 
.  country.  It  speared  then,  that  |ve ,  most . 
dither  bave  si^rrifiqed  our  poUtM^l  prqs* 
,pects,.^witbdr%wn  onr  army  from,  the  POD^ 
.^motf^fidl^ye  surreijidQred  tjtie  hop^aof 
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Entope,  or  we  must,  for  the  present,  have 
continued  the  bank  restrictions*  Happily 
for  our  character,  honour,  and  greatness^ 
the  latter  alternative  bad  been  adopted. 
—The  right  hpn.  gentleman  then  went 
into  a  justification  of  bis  resolotion  re* 
corded  last  session,  and  contended  that 
the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  England  was,  for 
all  legal  purposes,  equivalent  to  coin; 
though  certainly  not  so  to  thoee  who 
wished  to  melt  it  down,  or  make  it  the  sub* 
ject  of  foreign  trade,  which,  however,  was, 
and  had  long  been,  cmitrary  to  the  laws 
of  the  land.  Gould  it  bare  been  possible 
to  enforce  these  penal  laws  vigilantly  and 
perfectly^  gold  would  have  had  no  other 
value  than  paper  of  the  same  denomination, 
and  the  tmly  difference  between  them  wa^ 
that  the  one' could  be  converted  into 
bnllicyD,  the  ether  could  not.  The  ano- 
nialv  of  light  guineas  had  b^f^  much  ani* 
madver^d  on,  but  this  was  no  new  case  ; 
there  weice  abundant  instances  in  our  his- 
tory,,of  light  guineas  being, more  valuable 
than  standard  coin,  long  before  the  Bank 
restriction  was  ever  thoqght  of.  The 
enormous  prqfits  of  the  Bank  had  also 
bepn  dwelt  Upon  :  to  this  he  would  bear 
testifpoQy>that  the  Bank  was  an  unwilling 
party  to  those  measures  whence  the  profits 
accrued,  and  which  were  forced  upon  it 
by  the  government  pf  the  country.  The 
Blank  had  ever  evinced  a  desire  to  be  re- 
leased from  these  restrictions,  and  the 
preparations  .it  made  for  resuming  pay- 
ments ^1  specie  were  a  spfficient  proof  of 
jts  readiness  so  to  do,  when  it.could  l^ 
permitted  consistently  with  the  public 
,good.  The  pi^ctical  question  now  was, 
whether  the  period  had  arrived,  whjen 
they  could  give  up  the  safeguards  that  had 
been  impo^  for  the  preservation  of  opr 
meti^lic  currency,  and  to  protect  the  pub- 
lic generally  firom  individual  vexation  and 
oppression  ?  All  that  the  public  wanted 
was  to  go  on  quietly  with  the  currency 
,they  were  used  to;  but  this,  it  wasjn  the 
power  of  any  ope  to  disturb,  unless  tlje 
presfnt'law  was  passed  to  protect  debtors 
.from  the  es^action  of  payments  in  a  me- 
dium, which  it  was  out  of  th^ir  ^ower  to 
obtain.  The  act  had  arisen  out  of  the 
provocation  of  one  individual,  bpt  fpr 
whom  they  might. have  been  quiet  y^t, 
Tmd  the  necessity  for  the  law  never  baye 
been  rais^.  It  was  no^  iodispen^iWe 
to  protect  the  snbj^et  firom  grievous  pp- 
pr«s^l)(^i:  and  he  snbmitt^d  that  there 
were  .strainer  reasons  for  its  contiouanpe 
Jh|0  l^yen  ibr  iu  bcjng  origiQally  pam4. 
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Mr.  Ponsonby  expressed  bis  stirprise  at 
come  of  ihe  positions  of  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheqaer ;  and  he  was 
not  less  surprised  at  the  conduct  of  the 
House,  which,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
its  own  Resolution,  had  passed  the  present 
Bill,  to  present  the  effect  of  that  inequality 
which  the  Resolution  of  the  House  went  to 
deny.  The  Resolution  asserted  that  bank 
notes  and  guineas  were  in  equal  public  es- 
timation, and  perfectly  equivalent ;  but  if 
so,  why  did  landlords  demand  payment  of 
their  rents  in  gold,  and  if  the  pretended 
equivalency  did  exist,  why  pass  an  act  to 
force  the  landlord  to  receive  paper  ?.  The 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  told  the  House  that  bank  notes 
were  equivalent  to  cold,  asapplicable  to  all 
lawful  purposes.  Was  the  payment  of 
rent  a  lawful  purpose  ?  And  if  paper  was 
equal  to  gold,  why  pass  a  law  to  guard 
the  tenant  against  the  landlord's  demand 
for  gold  ?  How  the  right  hon*  gentleman 
or  the  House  could  be  persuaded  to  enter- 
lain  such  opinions,  he  could  not  divine  ; 
and  yet  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
Ihe  Exchequer  continued  to  tell  the  House 
that  an  equivalency  still  existed.  Did 
that  equivalency  exist  when  the  bank  note 
was  at  what  he  called  a  depreciation  of  5 
per  cent.  ?  and  did  that  equivalency  re- 
main unaltered,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
preciation had  increased  to  15,  20,  and 
even  30  per  cent.  ?  Could  the  right  hon. 

fentleman  find  any  one  who  would  give 
im  m  guinea  for  a  pound  note  and  a  shiN 
ling  ?  Could  he  go  into  a  market  and  pur^ 
chase  as  much  of  a  commodity  with  a 
pound  not^and  a  shilling,  as  with  a  guinea? 
if  that  equivalency  still  existed,  why  did 
we  find  such  difficulty  in  obtaining  guineas? 
Was  any  such  difficulty  experienced  pre- 
viously to  the  depreciation  of  paper  ?  No; 
and  the  present  difficulty  was  easily  ac- 
counted for,  because  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  was  not  true.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  referred  the  present  scarcity 
and  high  price  of  gold,  to  the  non-impor- 
tation of  bullion  from  America ;  but 
would  this  apply  to  England  alone  ? 
Would  it  not  affect  France,  and  all  Eu- 
rope? Would  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
tay  that  gold  was  as  scarce  and  as  dear  in 
France  ?  Would  he  assert  that  the  paper 
circulating  in  that  country  was  at  a  ais- 
countof35  percent.?  He  told  the  House 
that  a  bank  note  was  equal  to  a  guinea  for 
all  lawful  purposes,  but  that  it  was  not 
lawful  to  iqelt  guineas ;  would  the  right 
faon.  gentleman  bum  a  bank  note  to  prove 
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its  value  ?  fire  would  prove  the  value  of  a 
guinea,  when  melted  it  was  even  more  va- 
luable than  before,  but  burn  a  bank  note, 
and  it  produced  only  ashes.  He  was  in* 
formed  that  the  Bank  had  given  notice  to 
the  bankers  in  London,  that  they  could  no 
longer  be  supplied  with  tokens.  If  the 
bank-note  had  not  depreciated,  why  wat 
that  specie  commonly  called  change  to 
scarce  as  to  bear  a  premium  in  almost 
every  country  tojvn  in  England,  nay,  he* 
had  been  told,  even  in  the  metropolis  ? 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  told  the  House, 
that  the  Bill  was  levelled  against  lord 
King :  he  did  not  know  the  motives  of  the 

groposers  of  the  Bill.  But  he  believed  tha 
iill  was  intended  to  support  the  Resolution 
of  that  House,  which  it  in  fact  disap* 
proved,  and  to  protect  the  paper,  which 
nad  lost  its  legitimate  protection— the  good 
opinion  of  the  public.  He  had  no  doubt 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  intended  to  press 
the  Bill ;  but  he  saw  no  reason  to  hurry 
on  its  consideration  at  this  period.  Be* 
fore  he  concluded,  he  wished  to  a^k  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer  what  he  paid  for  bills  to  remit  to  the 
continent;  wnat  premium  he  gave  for 
such  bills ;  what  a  hundred  pounds  cost 
the  country,  when  remitted  to  the  conti* 
nent?  [The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
signified  his  intention  not  to  answer  the 
question.]]  The  right  hon.  gentleman  re* 
peated  his  question.  He  professed  to  be 
uninformed  on  the  subject.  He  had  never 
heard  of  any  similar  refusal.  He  plainly 
saw  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
not  give  time  to  new  members  to  acquire 
information  on  the  subject,  but  that  he  was 
determined  to  cram  his  obnoxious  Bill 
down  the  throat  of  the  House.  Such  con- 
duct he  considered  as  indecent  and  im- 
proper,  and  should  therefore  support  the 
Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Maiming  rose  principally  in  conse- 
quence of  an  allusion  made  by  the  rigbt 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  to  the  in- 
sufficient issue  of  tokens  by  the  Bank  of 
England.  It  was  true  that  the  company 
had  deemed  it  expedient  to  discontinue 
the  issue  of  tokens  to  a  certain  extent  to 
private  bankers,  from  a  fear  that  the  sup- 
ply would  not  be  adequate  to  the  demand : 
large  as  the  sum  might  appear,  it  could 
be  proved  by  incontrovertible  testimony, 
that  within  the  last  fifteen  months  no  lets 
than  nearly  two  millions  sterling  had  been 
delivered  from  the  Bank  in  tokens  of  5#« 
and  li.Qd.  No  opportunity  had  been  lost 
of  promoting  tbdr  circulation,  but  its  ex- 
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tent  mtist  of  course  be  goTerned  by  the 
mmottnt  of  the  importations.  With  regard 
to  the  issae  of  bank  paper,  he  hoped  that 
the  House  woald  believe  him  when  he  as" 
terted,  that  as  late  as  yesterday  evening, 
it  did  not  exceed  twenty-itwo  millions  and 
m  half.  In  July  or  August  1 810,  it  would 
be  remembered  that  the  number  of  notes 
in  circulation  was  about  twenty-fire  mil- 
lions sterling;  but  this  excess  was  occa* 
aioned  by  the  failure  of  two  large  houses 
in  London,  which  produced  a  considerable 
sensation  in  the  country.  Bankers  in  the 
irarious  principal  towns  then  made  de- 
mands npon  the  Bank,  to  ensure  them- 
aeWes  against  the  consequences  of  a  run 
upon  their  firms ;  but  within  six  months 
tbe  greater  part  of  three  millions  was  re* 
turned  to  the  Bank  of  England,  without 
haring  been  employed.  It  could*  not, 
therefore,  with  justice,  be  said,  that  the 
issue  of  bank-notes  at  this  time  was  exces- 
tiye,  or  that  the  high  price  of  bullion  bad 
been  occasioned  by  it.  One  hon.  gentle- 
man had  contended,  that  the  Bank  indis- 
€riminately  discounted  commercial  paper 
by  Its  notes.  This  assertion  was  by  no 
means  correct,  as  it  was  established  by  evi- 
dence before  the  House ;  the  issue  for  this 
purpose  was  always  much  below  the  de- 
mand. The  hon.  gentleman  then  advert- 
ed to  the  evil  consequences  that  would  re- 
sult to  the  country  if  this  Bill  were  not 
passed ;  and  disclaimed  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  tyf  England  any  desire  to  have  their 
notes  maintained  by  parliamentary  autho- 
rity, smce  the  confidence  reposed  in  the 
company  by  the  country  at  large  was  fully 
adequate  to  their  support. 

Mr.  H.  Thamion,  as  a. member  of  the 
Bolltofi  Committee,  whose  conduct  and 
report  had  been  so  severely  stigmatized, 
felt  It  necessary  to  say  m  few  words  in  de- 
fence of  that  body.  It  ought  to  have  been 
recollected  by  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  that  at  the  time 
the  committee  xecommended  to  the  House 
that  the  Bank  should  be  compelled  to  re* 
new  cash  payments  in  two  yearf,  the 
cotHHi^  was  by  no  means  in  tlie  situation 
in  which  it  was  now  placed.  Our  com- 
modities were  not  then  excluded  from 
the  continent  by  that  regular  system 
which  at  present  prevailed,  and  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  consequently  on  all  articles 
was  not  so  much  against  us.  The  main 
question  with  regard  to  the  Bill  now  under 
consideration  was,  whether  the  issue  of 
bank  paper  did  or  did  not  tend  to  influ- 
ence the  exchange  ?    And  thinking  th^t 
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it  had  that  influence,  he  had  voted  that 
the  cash  payments  should,  at  the  end  of 
two  years,  be  renewed,  with  a  view  cer» 
tainly,  that  if  at  the  end  of  that  period 
it  was  found  from  any  causes  imprac* 
ticable,  the  time  should  be  enlarged  from 
year  to  year  until  the  company  had  the 
means  of  calling  in  all  tlteir  notes :  at  pre- 
sent every  body  would  admit,  that  to 
compel  the  Bank  to  pay  in  specie  would 
be  a  gross  act  of  injustice.  There  were 
advantages  belonging  to  a  paper  system, 
and  even  to  an  extended  issue  of  notes. 
I.  It  was  a  great  convenience  to  merchants 
who  could  thus  with  ease  obtain  discount 
for  their  bills.  2,  It  was  an  equal  facility 
to  government  in  raising  loans.  3.  It 
laid  a  burden  upon  the  shoulders  of  those 
who  were  best  able  to  bear  it,  and  di* 
minished  the  weight  that  would  otherwise 
be  imposed  upon  the  poor.  It  might  also 
be  a  very  serious  question  whether,  sup- 
posing the  Bank  bad  always  paid  in  specie, 
the  legislature  would  not  have  been  called 
upon  to  remedy  inconveniencies  resulting 
from  that  system,  instead  of  passing  Bills 
to  amend  errors  belonging  to  the  present; 
considering  our  relation  with  the  ctntinent 
of  Europe.  As  matters  now  stood  it  was 
perfectly  evident  that  Bank  paper  had 
depreciated  55  per  cent.  Where  that 
depreciation  would  end  it  was  impossible 
to  divine,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, by  the  Bill  before  the  House, 
proposed  no  remedy  to  prevent  its  depre- 
ciation eveii  to  100  per  cent.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  subject  was  to  be 
viewed  in  a  very  serious  and  painful  light, 
since  its  consequences  might  be  so  ruinous. 
Another  point  to  be  contemplated  was  the 
proposed  abolition  of  local  tokens,  after 
the  25th  of  March.  If  such  a  measure 
were  resorted  to,  what  was  to  supply  the 
deficiency?  Small  change  for  the  conn 
mop  transactions  of  life  was  every  where 
wanted,  even  with  the  aid  of  these  local 
tokens;  but  when  they  were  withdrawn^ 
the  governor  of  the  Bank  had  admitted 
that  that  establishment  had  it  not  in  iu 
power  to  issne  any  silver  to  make  good 
the  loss  that  would  be  sustained  in  the 
districts  where  local  tokens  were  in  circu- 
lation. 

Mr.  WkUthed  Keene  said,  he  had  sop- 
ported  the  measure  on  former  occa^ons, 
as  the  only  means  to  resist  the  military 
despotism  with  which  we  were  threatened. 
It  was  perhaps  paying  dear,  but  not  too 
dear,  for  salvation.  As  long  as  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution  should  survive,  this 
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little  spotwoold  conlinue  to  strive;  bat 
exertions  were  necessary,  and  considering 
tbe  meesore  the  Bill  went  to  coatinoe 
us  one  ef  th^se  exertions,  he  would  lap* 
port  it. 

J»rd  FolkiUme  did  not  mean  to  discuss 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  bat  should  sug- 
gest a  course  wbiclyhe  conceived  it  would 
be  adfisable  to  pursue.  He  thought  that 
it  wcHild  be  the  best  way  to  suffer  the  Bill 
^  |>ass,  sifice .  ministers  represented  it  to 
be  of  urgent  necessity ;  but  it  would  be 
better  that  it  should  be  a  short  Bill  renew* 
ing  the  'present  Bill  for  three  or  &ur 
months,  so  that  after  the  recess  the  House 
flight  have  full  time  to  ac(|uire  the  infor- 
niatjon  necessary  to  the  discussion  of  this 
important  question  in  all  its  bearings.  He 
thought  the  question'  of  local .  tokens, 
whicn  had  been  mentioned,  was  one  ^ch 
feqniied  much  consideration.  If  the 
course  he  had  proposed  should  meet  the 
views  of  the  House,  he  hoped  his  hon. 
Mend  would  have  no  .ol\|ection  to  with* 
firaw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Huiki$$om  expressed  his  regret, 
that  he  was  prevented  by  indiq>ositioii 
from  delivering  his  sentimenu  on  the 
mportant  question  befose  the  House. 

fir.  Creevty  wished  to  hnow,  before  the 
question  was  pat,  wh^her  ministers 
woold  aeoedeto  the  propoial  of  his  iioble 
fti^nd,  and  iigreie  to  have  the  Bill  passed 
for  a  ihort  period  ? 

Lord  Qmkreitgh  laid,  that  several 
branches  of  the  present  qoesttoii  must 
vemain  for  discission  on  some  future 
occasion,  but  be  was  not  aware  of  any 
circumitancis  which  could  possibly  hap* 

Cn  within  the  limited  period  which  had 
en  mentioned  that  coold-teod  to^ifider 
|he  present  measove  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Whiibraid  was  sincerely  sorry  for 
the  cause  which  prevented  the. hon.  gen- 
tleman, who  was  agneat  authority  on  these 
sol^ectSy  from  delivering  hisMntiments.oa 
.the  present  oocasion,  which  appeared  the 
regular  period  for  discnssing  the  principle 
of  the  Bill.  He  certainly  thought  that 
there  was  something  in  this  Bill  so  }ncon* 
eistent  with  the  TesolulionSfOpon  which  it 
was  founded,  that  he  thought  the  aright 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  Hoase«  should  be  somewhat 
ashamed  eJF  fiiit  resolving  that  gold  and 
paper  were  equal  in  public  estimation,  and 
then  passing  a  law  %o  force  the  poblic  to 
act  as  if  the;^  were  really  of  equal  valne 
in  their  estimation.  He  certainly  con* 
^idered  that  the  iict  whkhihad  been  pftfs^ 
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hat  session  b^  done  greatTioIeBce  to  the 
property  of  landlords,  whose  estates  bad 
been  let  out  on  long  leases.  TheeffiBctpf 
it  was,  that  the  landlord  was  to  receive  less^ 
and  the  farmer  to  pay  leu,  than  what 
was  contracted  for,  although  the  farmer 
was  also  to  have  all  the  advantages  of  the 
depreciation,  by  an  increased  price  oa 
every  thing  which  his  farm  produced. 
The  fact  was,  that  when  lord  King  issued 
that  notice  to  his  tenants,  which  had  been 
so  much  canvafsed,  he  required  of  his  toi* 
nana  either  to  pay  hivfi  in  gold  according 
to  the  contract^  or  else  in  Bank«paper  ^^t  ^ 
rate  stated  in  the  notice,  which  was  le)^  u» 
fret,  than  he  would  he  entitled  to  acooro* 
ingtojthe  f^r  value.  A. great  d^fd  Jh^ 
been  9aid,by  tbe>righti^on.theChsM»ceUor 
of  the  Exchequer,  lu^o^t  public  estii^atio^ 
The  right, ho^.  gentleman  was  m  grav^e 
man,  apd  delivered  his  opi^iol^  in  a  grave 
m^mner;  yet  nothing  could  be  mpre  lu« 
dicrous  than  his  assertion,  th^  in  all 
transactions  where  men  were  not  incli^ied 
to  incor  the  penalties  of  the  law,  the  bank 
note  ai|d  guinea  were  of  equal  value.  Let 
that  right  hon.  oeiitleman  go*  if  he  .could 
disguise  himself  ,su6|ciently«--as  he  bad 
desired  him  (Mr.  W.)  to  turn  informer, 
though  he  would  jnot  bimself  inform  about 
his  friend  ^  jew — let  him  go  into  any 
shop,  and  he  woo|d  Sod  that  a;mpp-|ceeper 
would  give  5s.  wprthiUiore  of  .^oods  for  a 
guinea  than  for  a  pote  and  a  fihiHu^*  Id 
the  estimation  of  sifch  a  nerson— m  the 
estimation  of  the  Jew,— ana  in  the  estimi^ 
tion  of  the  buyer  of  liffht  guineas  naen* 
tioufsd  by  his  hon.  friend,  it  wm  clear  that 
the  two  things  were  not  reckoned  equiva-^ 
lent  Some  pemons,  indeed  w^  M^a^ 
banknotss  were  snpjNrior  to  guineas,  be- 
cai^  Ihoy  <HMild  not  be  boarded  in  the 
sainem«i|B<r>.for  instance,  in  an  invasion, 
and  thus  check  the  .m^^os  of  purchasiw 
necessaries.  This  was  true.  People  hoar£ 
ed  what  ivas  vi^luahle,  and  what,  if  re-pro- 
duced, wopld  demand  ^n  equivalent; 
whereas  iUi  an  invasion.  Bank-notes,  whe- 
ther jbave  groui|d,tOr.bfflow  it,  wQuld  be 
of  eanal  vakie^^Hbat  was  of  no  value ^t  all. 
An  hon.  geoUeman  had  argyied  ,jas  if  this 
Bill  bad  been  the  cm^  of  our  mainte- 
iMmce  of  the  Spanish  struggle,  and  had 
carried  lord  Wellipgton  throush  the  cam- 
paign :  whereas,  in  fact,  the  Bill  was  not 
passed  till  theend  of  the  year  181 1,  when 
It  came,  Ibreed  upon  the  unwilling  minis- 
ters, ffpm  the  other  House,  like  a  clap  of 
thunder.  But  had  it  filled  the  military 
chest  of  lord  Wellin{^  ?.  No  I  that  cheat 
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tmpift  attd  lord  W^Uni;- 
tOAbad  b«iMiferc64jaiMadhrid^loiki«lces 
k«ft  «f  m  Ibr  tbowMid  dollan.  The  of- 
ftMOk  of  U»Mriiiy  («U  eMcept^ttuyse  of  the 
?^  fim  rank)  vrere  lo  dotftttuM,  thcit  the^^ 
hill  ilOi'Oiren  oAo  i^eb«  of  metiil  fbr  the 
cottHflbn  iKHtolbrta  and  necemries  df  life. 
A  Mthinil  qtieatioii  had  b^eti  aiked, 
thOtogHtfto  right  bon.  th6  Chancdlor  of 
the  Bxtfaeq^r  bad  liot  thotlgtiC  proper  ta 
aittmfr  it ;  WbM  piiee  he  gave  f6t  bilh  to 
renit  alMhMfd«  tm  t^iHttt  the  preoiiiHii 
did  Bdt  ttlitkethatyery  artiefe  diaabpear 
which'  waa  moat  #antM }  BobevpierTe 
oM  |ifohi0iieu  e^rtaiD  aHielcia  nbiii  boiilg^ 
aoAd  ibove  a  c^itaitt  price,  which  iMaed' 
thoa6  abtlii^a  to  i^i^  entir^  firoar  tfte 
oaatket.  Tofc^na'  had  been  is^ietf  frtftt 
tft«  mat,  Mt  0^  hafd  diftippetr^  In 
iM^ftp^ttioil  a)r  th«  d^ectaftiibik^  dtrnt^A 
the  cotT^tirey.  tte  ahbuid  be  ghA  to  eA 
theChtibeeHor  of  the  ExcBeqoer,  Whether 
bf  cotieiiTaiic«»  or  of heiSrvfg^,  the  gotem- 
ifteot  bought  goiniMi  #bi!^,  nUt  the  aame 
tMke,  they  ware,  by  Aftir  Morney  atid  ao- 
]k^M,  proaeeottng,  c&UfM^tt,  am!jriiv 
iMiMg  others  for  Ch«  aitaiift  oifeiite  ?  The 
i^ht  boo.  (eMeaMfrhiatf  b^en  applied  to, 
Aid  r^ibiM  to  act  hi  comtahrenttoik  of 
bia  owli  law;  he  Mbly  disdaihed  the 
eAhr,  but  did  he  ttike  any  inqoirtet  M&t 
the  oflhMer  ?  ThKi  gMcd  of  fh^  co«ch  ^atd 
been  taieit  aond  convietcfd ;  1tts6  mdrked 
iMMiey  vM  other  meant  Were  employed 
M  the  daectioifi  of  ofiendera ;  bnt  a  masr 
6fliM  #tth  a  iViend  oflR^i^iiig  tiy  cominit  sf 
hte^h  Of  law  Wilii  the  eham^Hor  of  the 
Etcheyi^r :  attilnO  ^nqiiiriea  were  made; 
ao  oiaried  gmneti  iaaued.  Thua  the  otffy 
aretfoe  llfeing  afopped  for  thoae  goineaa, 
th^  would  be  Mceaaatilv  boarded :  bat 
abolish  the  laW»  aifd  goM  woefd  Bad  tta 
real  Taloe,  and  come  in  plenty  to  the 
market.  In  the  mean  time  public  credit 
wootd  be  mined,  M  St  Psiiil'a  might  as 
welf  atand  without  a  fbmidatron,  aa  public 
Credit  ^rithoat  a  wetaUio  currency.  The 
]k»i*  gentleman  concluded  by  aaying  that 
he  shoold  rote  Ito  the  AAttettrfment. 

The  ChaketUor  qf  the  Exchequer  denied 
moat  aolemnfiy,  aa  he  had  deiive  on  a  for- 
ntfer  night,  thitt  a|;enU  wefe  employed, 
either  direcAj^  6r  mdirectly,  by  gOTerh* 
ment/to  pur^naae  fuineaa.  The  man  al* 
luded  to,  9hd  who  had  ofiered  27,000  for 
aale,  waa  not  proaecoted,  becanse  it  wia 
auppcfied  he  bald  tio  criminal  itHentiona; 
The  laai  prke  paid  by  govenUbeurt  fot 
bills  to  th^  toiKiMnt  wn  61  pence  pfer 
milrea. 


Mr.  OaMfiig  waa  itnwitlin^  to  aHow  tho* 
motloll  to  go  tla^a  diviaion  without  shortly 
atttthig  Aie  rattonv  that  inditeed  him  to 
abetain  Irottf  yotiojf  againat  a  bill,  the  gef-- 
nOrdl  principle  of  which  wa9,  without 
qn«ltfication»  in  dh^ct  oppoailioil  to  alf 
thoae  loog-iu^iabliahed  maxiaaa  of  jMitioal 
economy,  the  aounditeaa  of  which>  until 
the  laat iew yearai  nomttn  m  th«t  House 
or  in  tho  country  hafel^  Tontured  to  quosdoit 
Evtry  iheeatire  brought  before  the  h^P* 
lalttite  niight  be  considered  iO'tfro  pointtf 
Of  tiew ;  the  one  With  reference  to  the  go<^ 
nend  tM  abatrtfct  principle  of  irigbtorestw 
pMiettd^,  the  Other  Wtth  refotfence  to  any* 
System  alrefldy  eatahliahed ,  from  whicfh  tluf 
itteaaore  migvt  be  aaid  neceaaarfly  to  ema^ 
natte.  U  Was  in  that  hnt  poittt  of  view,  ai 
pl^eedhi^  IVoih  l!he  principle  adopted  bf 
tte  House  iher  mature  deliberatSoiK^^ 
priOi*ipld  t&^  adoption  of  which  he  had  re* 
ri^ed  to  the  best  of  his  poWer-^^hat  ho 
felt  bound  toacquieace  in  the  Bill.  Hcf 
had  dwtffs  contende<f,  that  the  ateptf 
ivftkh  fm  btttt  aubtfefquenely  taken  must 
be  atke  ilecessary  oOOsequiences  of  the  firat 
step— that  meOiorabie  resolution  to  which 
the  right  hon.  the  Cha^ellor  of  the  £x« 
chOqcfer  had  persuaded  the  House  to  come, 
namfefy,  thttt  iht  paper  currency  and  thtf 
g6ld  coin  of  the  realih  were,  in  public  es- 
timation, of  equat  rafue.  On  tbatoc<Hiisioii 
he  had  taken  Che  libevty  of  attfting,  tlhat 
ihe  prntctple  of  the  resolution  was  pro- 
poaCHi  inr  tfpite  of  itidWid^al  kbowledefe  and 
pnbRc  notoriety,  artd  thitt  it  was  adopted 
by  tbe  HoOse  of  Commons  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  A 
tttotaetit  when  it  was  perrfectly  known, 
that  in  orie  pitrt  of  (hat  united  kingdom  at 
least,  guineas  were  pobttely  sold  at  a  pre« 
mium.  He  had  at  that  time  foretold  the 
inevftable  consequence  of  passing  atrch  a 
refointiott  io  the  teeth  of  the  fact ;  and 
accordingly  it  so  happened,  that  that 
Which  in  MaV  ihts  declared  to  be  the  ope* 
raUfdn  of  public  Opinion,  wais  itf  July  made 
to  be  the  operlttion  of  the  law ;  the  paitia 
and  penalties  of  which  were  called  in,  to 
overcome  theobatina(i}r  of  those  who  were 
ftot  to  be  pi^rsuaded  into  coirv rction.  He  had 
Kt  thaft  tirte  told  th«f  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that  in  afll  cases  iO  wirich  an  attempt  was 
ififade  to  force  public  opinion  by  the  au* 
(hority  of  the  legislature,  recurrence  must 
Oftiihaeely  be  had  to  legal  means,  fand  to 
the  secular  arm  of  power.  He  heartily 
wi^h^  th^  the  question  were  now  as  open 
us  ft  was  biffore  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution to  Which  he  hid  alluded.    The  prdi> 
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posed  mtasore  might  then  be  arretted. 
But  he  conceifed  £at  all  the  stepi  which 
had  been  since  taken,  were  the  natural  and 
nnavoidable  successors  of  the  original 
error.  The  Bill  before  the  House  was  di- 
vided into  two  heads;  the  firsts  Tery  justly 
securing  to  the  public  creditojr^  who  was 
paid  in  paper,  the  power  of  making,  in  his 
tarn,  payment  in  paper  operative  on  all 
who  had  demands  on  hia|.  The  other 
bead  related  more  immediately  to  the  ori- 
ginal resolution;  it  prohibited  the  pur- 
chase and  sale  of  guineas  at  a  price  .above 
their  nominal  value.  Now,  he  confessed, 
that  he  did  not  think  the  latter  part  of  the 
measure  necessary  or  justifiable,  otherwise 
than  as  it  went  to  bear  out  the  legislature 
in  their  original  resolution ;  for  he  could 
Bot  conceive  nor  had  he  ever  heard  de* 
scribed  the  inconvenience  of  allowing 
guineas,  which,  being  no  longer  in  circu- 
lation, were  only  pieces  of  bullion,  to  find 
their  level  in  the  market  like  any  other  com* 
modities,  and  not  to  be  driven  into  hoards 
or  out  of  the  country.  As  to  penal  laws 
for  preventing  the  exportation  of  any 
coin,  when  that  coin  could  be  disposed  of 
abroad  at  a  higher  value  than  that  at 
which  it  would  pass  at  home,  it  was  a 
subject  on  which  all  authorities  asreed.  It 
was  the  concurrent  opinion  of  aU  writers 
on  political  economy— of  ail  statesmen*— 
of  all  financiers,  that  let  such  laws  be  as 
sanguinary  as  possible— let  them  be  written 
in  blood,  they  would  be  ineffective.  The 
great  Colbert  had  declared,  that  if  a  wall  of 
brau  were  built  round  a  country,  the  pre- 
cious metals  would  find  some  chink  through 
which  to  escape,  if  it  were  the  interest  of 
any  of  the  community  that  they  should 
do  so.  Respecting  the  propriety  of  this 
part  of  the  Bill,  therefore,  he  entertained 
considerable  doubts :  with  regard  to  the 
unfortunate  necessity  of  the  other  part  of 
the  Bill,  he  had  no  doubt  But  he  wished 
particularly  to  guard  himself  from  the  sup- 
position that  he  would  vote  in  any  siaffe 
of  the  Bill  on  the  ground  taken  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  another  hon. 
member,  namely,  thatlhe  country  must 
reconcile  itself  to  the  present  onerous 
state  of  things,  and  must  be  content  to 
build  its  future  prosperity  upon  it,  aban- 
doning all  hope  of  setting  right  that  most 
important  of  subjects-^the  situation  of  oar 
internal  currency ;  and  that,  because  the 
inconvenience  to  which  we  were  exposed 
was  partly  natural  and  partly  aggravated 
.  by  the  last  parliament,  we  must  be  satis* 
fied  to  consiaer  it  as  indefinitely  perpetua- 
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ted.  He  confessed  that  he  did  oel pretend 
to  see  a  way  out  of  the  difficulties  into 
which  the  country  had  been  brought  in 
this  respect  by  tfate  councils  that  he  bad 
opposed.  On  the  contrary,  he  was,  of 
opinion,  that  during  the  last  two  yeara 
those  difficulties  had  become  so  much 
more  numerous  and  complicated  that  they 
were  out  of  the  reach  of  any  sudden  re- 
medy. He  would  not,  therefore,  vote  for 
the  amendment,  because  it  held  out  a  bope> 
which,  as  he  did  not  entertain,  he  would 
not  appear  to  sanction— that  in  such  a  li- 
mited period  as  that  to  which  the  amend- 
ment referred,  some  remedy  might  be  dis- 
covered for  the  existing  eviL  He  trusted^ 
however,  that  the. operation  of  the  Bill  it- 
self would  be  only  for  a  limited  period^ 
and  that  during  that  period  the  attention 
of  those  to  whom  the  consideration  of  the 
subiect  was  a  duty,  would  be  turned  to  it 
with  a  view  of  providing,  if  not  a  remedy 
for  the  evils  which  had  already  been  in- 
curred, at  least  a  preventive  for  those 
greater  evils  which  a  perseverance  in  the 
present  system  must  necessarily  occasion. 

Mr.  BuUavforik  read  a  letter  from  a 
friend  in  the  country,  in  which  the 
writer  recommended  strongly  the  passing 
of  the  Bill  before  the  House,  in  order  to 
save  the  people  in  his  neighbourhood  from 
the  most  serious  loss,  if  not  from  ruin. 

Mr.  Alderman  A$kms  expressed  his  de- 
cided opinion,  that  the  present  state  pf  our 
circutatiuff  medium  was  not  owing  to  the 
conduct  of  ministers,  or  of  any  other  set  of 
men ;  but  to  the  growing  commerce  of 
the  country,  which  the  whole  metallic  cur- 
rencjr  of  the  world  would  have  been  in- 
sufficient to  supply;  and  he  earnestly 
wished  that  this  fact  were  distinctly  un- 
derstood throughout  the  country. 


The  House  then  divided : 

For  the  Amendment 

Against  it 

Majority. .., 


•  19 
.129 


-no 
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Abercromby,  Hon.  J. 
Brand,  Hon.  T.' 
BabiogtOD,  T. 
Beooet,  Hon.  H.  6. 
Combe,  H. 
Calf  ert,  C. 
Fazakeriey,  N. 
Grenfel,  P. 
Gordon,  W. 
HamihoD,  Lord  A. 
Lubbock,  J. 


Lewis,  F. 

Martin  (Tewksbnry). 
North,  D. 
PhinipB,G. 
PoDsonby ,  Rt.  Hon.G. 
Vernon,  G. 
Wbitbread,  S. 
Westeroe,  C.  C. 

TItkLERS. 

Lord  Folkestone. 
Thos.  Creevey. 
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Colchester  Election— Pititjon  of 
IVIr.  Hauvey.]  a  PetitioD  of  Daniel 
Whiule  Harvey,  esq.,  was  delifered  io 
and  read  »  setting  forth, 

"  That,  at  the  last  election  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Colchester,  the  petitioner,  and 
also  Robert  Thornton  and  Hart  Davis« 
esqru  were  candidates ;  and  that  a  poll 
>  being  duly  demanded,  the  same  was 
granted  by  (he  rieturning  officer,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  accordingly ;  that' the  said  re- 
turning officer  admitted  many  persons  to 
Tote,  and  entered  their  names  in  the  poll- 
book  for  the  said  R,  Thornton, and  H.I>»Tis, 
who  had  no  right  or  title  to  Yote,  and  re- 
jected the  votes  of  many  persons  having 
right,  and  title  to  vote,  and  who  tendered 
them  for  the  petitioner,  and  whose  votes 
ought  to  have  been  received  for  the  peti- 
tioner, and  entered  accordingly  ;  and  that 
the  said  R.  Thornton  and  H.  Davis,,  by 
themselves,  their  several  and  respective 
agents,  did,  after  the  teste  of  the  writ  of 
election,  and  at  and  during  the  said  elec- 
tion, and  before  their  flection,  give,  pre- 
sent, and  allow,  to  divers  persons  having 
votes  in  the  said  election,  money,  meat^ 
drink,  and  entertainment,  and  provision, 
and  make  presents,  gifls,  rewards,  and  en- 
tertainments, and  agreements,  obligations, 
and  engag€;ments  to  give,  and  allQW 
money,  mefit,  drink,  provision,  presents, 
rewards,  and  entertainments,  to  and  for 
such  persons,  and  to  and  for  the  use  and 
advantage,  benefit,  efaolameot,  and  pro6t 
aad  preferment  of  such  persons,  in  order 
to  be  elected;  and  that  the  said  R.  Thorn- 
ton and  H.  Davis,  before  and  at  and  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  said  election,  by  them- 
selves, their  several  and  respective  agents, 
friends,  managers,  and  others  on  their  be- 
half, were  guilty  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, and  corrupt  practices,  and  that  the 
said  R.  Thornton  and  H.  Davis,  before  the 
said  election^  and  at  and  during  the  same, 
by  themselves,  their  several  and  respective 
agenu,  friends,  managers,  and  others 
employed  bv  them  on  their  bebalf,  did, 
by  gifts  and  by  rewards,  and,  by,  pro* 
nuse9,  agreements,  and  securities  for  gjfts 
and  rewards,  corrupt  and  procure  divers 
persons  to  give  the/ir  votes  on  t^e  satd 
election  for  them,  the  said  R«  Thornton 
and  H.  Davis*  and  to  forbear  to  sdje  their, 
votes  to  the  petitioner,  by,  wmch,  said, 
unlawful  and  corrupt  practices  of  the  said. 
K  Thornton  ai^i  H.  Davis,  their  agentSj^ 
friends,  managers,  and  others,  they  the 
said  R.  Thornton' and  H.  Davis  obtained 
an  apparent  m^ority  over  the  petitioner, 
.  (  VOL*  XXIV. ) 
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and  procured  themselves  to  be  rttomed ; 
and  that,  at  the  time  of  the  said  election 
and  retum»  the  said  R.  Thornton  wax  not 
seised  oC  or  entitled  to,  such  an  estate  in 
law  or  equity  as  would  enable  him  to  be 
r^umed  ibr  the  aaid  boroogh,  according 
to  the  statute  of  the  0th  queen  Anae, 
whereas  tho  petitioner  alleges  that  he  had 
a  majority  ot  legal  irotes  at  the  said  elec- 
tion, and  ought  to  have  been  returned  f 
which  said  several  corrupt  practices  of  the 
said  R.  Thornton  and  H.  Dtavis  have  beea 
and  are,  to  the  manijfest  injury  of  the  pe- 
titioner, and  in  violation  of  the  freedooa 
and  purity  of  elections ;  and  praying, 
that  the  premises  may  be  taken  into  con* 
sideration,  and  that  the  House  will  de- 
clare that  the  petitioner  was  duly  elected, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  CoU 
Chester,  or  give  such  other  relief  as  to  the 
House  shall  seem  fit." 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  18th  February* 

HOUSE  OF  LOBDS. 

Wednesday,  December  9. 

Catholic  Claii&s.]  The  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  against 
the  Catholic  Claims,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Duke  of  ^ocfoM:  expressed  his  regret 
at  the  hostility  of  the  petitioners  to  those 
concessions  to  our  Catholic  fellow-subjects, 
which  he  considered  essential  to  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  the  state,  coupled  wi)h  an 
adequate  securitjr  to  the  Protestant  esta-. 
blishment,  to  which  establishment  no  man 
was  a  warmer  friend  than  himself.  Ha 
was  surprised  also  at  the  fear  expressed  in 
the  Petition,  that  granting  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics  would  lead  to  the  repeal  of  tha 
Test  and  Corporation  Acts,  and  thereby 
remove  4he  security  of  the  Protestant  esta- 
blishment. It  was  ivell  known  that  no 
ministrv  bad  venture^d  to  enforce  these 
acts;  that  they  were  bung  op  from  year 
to  year,  and  that  no  ministry,  however  in« 
tolerant*  could  venture  to  carry  them  into 
execution.  He  hoped  that  these  Petitions 
Were  merely  the  over-zeal  of  individuals^ 
^nd  that  they  were  not  set  on  foot  by  any 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers.  He  trusted,  / 
however,  that  as  the  discussion  of  the 
great  question  relative  to  the  Catholic 
Claims  was  not  to  come  on  till  after  the 
holidays,  that  ajl  the  Petitions  against 
those  claims  would  be  by  that  time  before 
'    (B) 
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the  House,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
the  better  enabfled  to  take  the  whole  sub* 
iect  into  consideration. 
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HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
Wtdnetday,  December  9* 

CtoldCoin  BtLL.]  On  the  motion  for 
going  into  a  Committee  on  this  BiH, 

ijStd  Folkestone  said,  he  wished  it  to  be 
passed  only  for  a  few  months,  in  order  that 
the  House  might  have  time  to  give  suffi- 
cient consideration  to  the  measure.  He 
was  altogether  against  the  renewal  of  this 
Bill,  and  thought  what  had  passed  in  the 
debate  last  night  sufficient  to  lead  him  to 
that  opinion.  Of  ^11  the  speakers  last 
night,  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  the  only  one  who  spoke 
in  praise  of  the  Bill.  Whilst  several  who 
voted  for  it  said  that  they  did  so  not  from 
any  approbation  of  its  principle,  but 
under  the  influence  of  various  temporary 
circumstances.  He  had  many  objections 
io  the  BilK  and  said,  that  the  legislature 
ought  to  pass  laws  for  the  prevention,  not 
for  tl^e  production  and  multiplication  of 
^crimes.  This*  Bill  increased  the  tempta* 
lion  to  crime,  drove  all  our  gold  and  silver 
out  of  the  market,  and,  by  thus  increasing 
their  value  as  compared  with  Bank  of 
England  notes,  promoted  the  buying  and 
selhng  of  guineas.  The  persons  who  had 
been  punished  under  this  Bill  being 
mostly  ignorant,  and  therefore  unable  to 
linderstand,  or  perhaps  to  read  the  act,  had 
been  seduced  and  entrapped.  But  why 
bad  not  a  late  wholesale  offender,  the 
person  who  offered  27,000  soineas  to  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  who  could  not  be  isnorant  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  why  nad  he  not 
been  brought  to  justice  ?  It  might  be 
even  said,  that  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  neglected  his  duty 
to  the  public  (for  |;t>ld  was  much  wanted 
for  the  public  service)  in  not  accepting  of 
the  offer ;  Ibr  be  had  it  in  his  power  to 
pay  for  the  sum  in  country  bank  notes, 
by  which  means  he  could  have  evaded 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 

The  House  then  reived  into  the  Com- 
mittee,  and  the  several  clauses  were  agreed 

DuTiss  ON  RicB.]  The  House  having 
resolved  into  a  committee  upon  the  Duties 
on  Rice, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated 
his  object  to  be  the  proposition  of  a  tax 


upon  rice  imforted  from  any  other 
quarter  than  the  East  Indies.  ,  He  depre- 
cated any  objection  to  this  proposition, 
upon  the  ground,  that  it  applied  to  a  ne- 
cessary of  l^ife,  for  in  point  of  fact  the 
operation  of  the  case  would  be  to  secure 
a  supply  of  rice  from  our  own  territories, 
while,  if  circumstances  should  render  the 
importation  of  the  article  desirable  frenA 
America  or  elsewhere,  it  would  not  be 
raised  inconveniently  high  to  the  coo- 
sumer.  The  necessity  of  this  arran^- 
ment,  he  illustrated  by  referring  to  an  in- 
stance in  which  government  had  paid  5  or 
600,000/.  in  bounties  on  the  importation 
of  rice  from  the  East  Indies,  which  rice 
had  never  been  used  for  human  food,  but 
devoted  to  poultry,  in  consequence  of  the 
importation  from  other  places.  Here, 
then,  was  a  loss  to  the  treasury  and  to  the 
importers,  without  any  relief  to  the  public. 
To  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  an 
event,  he  proposed  to  withdraw  the  bounty 
upon  East  Indian  rice,  while  an  additional 
tax  was  imposed  upon  rice  imported  from 
other  quarters.  The  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  submitted  a  resolution,  That  an  ad- 
ditional duty  of  ten  shillings  per  cwt.  be 
imposed  upon  all  rice  imported  from  any- 
country  not  belonging  to  his  Majesty,  or 
not  within  the  territories  of  the  East  India 
Company.— The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

niurid4^,  December  10. 

Appeals.]  Lord  Redesdale  mentioned, 
that  it  would  be  of  great  importance  to 
the  public  service  to  have  a  speedy  de- 
cision on  an  Appeal  now  before  the  House« 
relative  to  encroachments  in  Portsmouth 
Harbour,  and  suggested  the  expediency  of 
hearing  it  on  an  early  day  after  the  re- 
cess. 

llie  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  take  this  Appeal  out  of  its 
course,  provided  it  could  be  done  with- 
out injustice  to  the  other  suitors  before  the 
House;  If  the  Appeal  now  alluded  to 
could  be  heard  in  the  morning,  so  that  it 
might  not  interfere  with  the  regular  bourse 
of  proceeding  in  regard  to  other  appeals, 
he  should  be  willing  to  agree  to  such  an 
arrangement.  It  would  be  felt  to  be  aa 
indispensible  act  of  justice  to  the  other 
suitors  to  make  some  such  an  arrange- 
ment, when  he  stated,  that  of  the  270 
Appeals  and  Writs  of  Error  now  on  the 
table,  the  last  of  them,  according  to  the 
mode  of  hearing  hitherto  acted   upoQf 
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coold  not  be  decided  for  eleven  years 
from  this  time. 

Lord  Redcsddt  had  no  objection  to  agree 
to  this  arrangement.  It  was  only  the  im- 
portance  of  the  case  to  the  pobhc  serfice 
that  induced  him  to  propose  to  take  it  out 
of  its  course.  His  lordship  went  into  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill  recently  passed 
by  the  House  and  sent  down  to  the  Com- 
mons,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Vice-Chan- 
celtor,  observing,  that  either  that  measure 
niist  be  carried,  or  the  Honse  must  aban- 
don its  appellate  jurisdiction.  Which  was 
the  more  constitutional  course,  it  needed 
no  argument  to  point  out  Tlie  greatest 
grievances  and  hardships  to  parties  arose 
from  the  delay  in  hearing  appeals  in  that 
House,  and  the  only  effectual  remedy  he 
conceived  to  be,  to  give  assistance  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
in  order  to  enable  that  noble  and  learned 
lord  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Lords,  at  times 
when  at  present  he  was  required  to  sit  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  It  was  also  of 
importance  that  some  measure  should  be 
adopted  to  compel  the  attendance  of  peers, 
during  the  mornings  for  three  or  four  days 
in  the  week,  in  order  to  the  hearing  and 
deciding  upon  appeals  with  a  due  regard 
to  the  functions  of  the  House,  and  the 
Interests  of  suitors.  His  lordship  moved 
that  the  Appeal  in  question  sboold  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  the  first  day 
after  the  recess. 

Viscount  Melville  urged  the  great  im- 
portance of  deciding  upon  this  Appeal  as 
speedily  as  possible,  as  it  involved  in  a 
great  degree  the  existence  of  Portsmouth 
harbour. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was  perfectly 
aware  of  the  importance  of  the  case  to  the 
public  service,  and  was  anxious  that  some 
arrangement  might  be  adopted  with  a 
Tiew  to  its  speedy  decision.  He  pro* 
posed,  therefore,  that  the  hearing  should 
commence  on  the  first  day  after  next 
term,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  momiue,  and 
that  the  Lords  should  be  summoned  during 
each  day  of  its  progress.  As  to  himself, 
whether  in  or  out  of  office,  he  would  cer- 
tainly attend.  With  reeard  to  the  Bill 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Vice-Chancellor, 
he  ha^  cautiously  abstained  from  saying 
any  thin^  upon  it,  being  satisfied,  that 
ahhough  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  Bill 
had  reference  only  to  a  Chancellor,  and 
not  to  the  Chancellor,  still  that  what  fell 
from  him  upon  the  subject,  would  be  re- 
ceived with  a  certain  degree  of  prejudice. 
H«  wooldf  boweverj  say  thii  much,  that 
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he  would  not  have  suffered  the  measura 
to  have  gone  on  to  its  ultimate  stage,  had 
he  not  been  thoroughly  convinced  of  its 
absolute  necessity,  for  the  assistance  of 
suitors  in  that  House. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tkwrsday^  December  10. 

Trecony  Election — Petition  of  Ma. 
OCallagan  and  Mr.  Thornhill.]  A 
Petition  of  James  O'Callagan  and  Thomas 
Thornhill  esquires,  was  delivered  in  and 
read;  setting  forth, 

''That  at  the  last  election  for  the  borough 
of  Trecony,  Alex.  Cray  Grant,  and  Wil- 
liam Holmes,  esquires,  and  the  petitioners 
James  O'Callagan,  and  Thomas  Thornhill 
esquires,  were  candidates;  and  that  the 
mayor  of  the  said  borough  is  the  proper 
returning  officer ;  and  that  John  Hearle, 
at  the  time  of  the  said  election,  was  mayor  ; 
and  that  the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C. 
Grant,  by  themselves,  and  each  of  themi 
by  himself,  and  by  his  and  their  agents^ 
&c.  did  make  presents,  gifts,  rewards,  and 
entertainment,  and  promises,  agreements^ 
obligatioi^s,  and  engagements  to  give  and 
allow  money,  meat,  drink,  provision,  pre- 
sents, rewards,  advantages,  aUd  entertain- 
ment to  and  for  several  persons  so  having 
or  claiming  right  to  vote  in  the  said  elec- 
tion, and  to  and  for  the  use,  advantage^ 
benefit,  and  profit  of  such  persons.so  hav- 
ing or  claiming  right  to  vote  in  the  said 
election,  in  order  to  be,  and  procure  them- 
selves the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C. 
Grant  to  be  elected  contrary  to  and  in 
contempt  of  the  provision  of^  the  act  of 
7ih  William  the  third,,  and  the  standing 
order  of  the  House,  whereby  the  said  wl 
Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant  were  disabled 
and  incapacitated  to  serve  for  the  said 
borough,  and  the  election  and  return  of 
them  are  wholly  null  and  void ;  and  that  the 
said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant,  contrary 
to  and  in  defiance  of  the  act  of  the  49tfi 
of  his  present  Majesty,  in  despite  of  the 
salutary  provision  therein  contained,  did, 
after  the  passing  the  said  act,  and  pre- 
vious to  the  said  election,  by  themselves^ 
and  each  of  them  by  himself,  or  some 
person  or  persons  for  or  on  their  or  his 
behalf,  give,  or  cause  to  be  given,  or  pro- 
mise or  agree  to  give,  a  considerable  suiu 
of  money,  gift  or  reward,  to  sdme  person 
or  persons,  upon  an  engagement,  contract, 
or  agreement,  that  such  last- mentioned 
person  or  persons  should,  by  htoiself  or 
themselves,  or  by  others  |tt  his  or  their 
solicitation,  request  or  command,  pro6ur« 
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or  endeavour  to  procure,  the  return  of 
them  the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C  Grant, 
respectively,  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
same  borough;  and  that  they  the  said 
W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant  did  also,  after 
the  passing  of  the  said  act,  and  previous 
to  the  said  election,  by  themselves,  and 
each  of  them  by  himself,  and  by  some 
other  person  and  persons  on  their  and  bis 
()ebalr,  give,  or  procure  to  be  given,  and 
'did  promise  to  give,  or  procure  to  be 
given,  divers  offices,  places,  and  employ-' 
ment  to  divers  persons,  on  an  express 
contract  and  agreement  that  such  last- 
mentioped  persons  should,  by  themselves 
or  others,  at  their  solicitation,  request,  or 
command,  procure  the  return  of  them  the 
said  W.  Holmes  and  A,  C.  Grant,  where- 
"by  the  said  W.  Hofmes  and  A.  C.  Grant, 
Xvere  incapacitated'  to  serve  in  the  present 
parliatnent,  and  the  election  and  return  of 
them  the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C. 
Grant,  are  wholly  null  and  void ;  and  that 
the  returning  officer  at  this  election  ad- 
mitted many  persons  on  the  poll  for  the 
iaid  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant,  who  had 
tio  ri^hty  and  were  incapable  of  votingat 
the  said  election ;  and  that  the  said  W. 
Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant,  pfev ious  to  and 
at  the  tinie  of  the  said  election,  by  the^- 
•elves  respectively,  and  by  their  respective 
agents  and  others  on  their  behalf  were, 
and  each  of  them  was  guilty  of  bribery 
and  corruption,  in  order  to  procure  them* 
telves  to  be  returned  members  for  the  said 
borouffh ;  and  that,  previous  to  and  at  the 
iaid  election,  public  notice  was  given  to 
the  returning  officer,  and  also  to  all  the 
|>ersons  who  voted  at  the  said  election  for 
the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant,  that 
th^  the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant, 
liad  given  and  allowed  to  divers  persons 
having  votes  at  the  said  election,  meat, 
drink,  entertainment,  and  other  provisions, 
in  order  to  be  elected  for  the  said  borough, 
contrary  to  and  in  violation  of  the  statute 
fn  that  case  made  and  provided,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
against  such  practices ;  and  that  the  said 
W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant  had  been 
guilty  of  bribery  and  corrupt  practices,  iq 
4)rder  to  be  elected,  and  bad  also,  by 
themselves,  and  b;^  others  in  their  be- 
balf,  and  with  their  knowledge  and  cod* 
ient,  given,  and  promised  and  agreed 
to  give,  divers  sums  of  money,  gift,  and 
Rewards,  and  offices^  places,  and  employ* 
iftent,  to  divers  persona  having  votes  at 
the  said  election,  and  also  to  others^  in 
Qrd^rthat  the  laidW.  Hobnea  and  A.  C. 
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Grant  might  be  returned  for  the  said^bo* 
rough,  contrary  to  the  laws  in  being 
against  such  practices;  and  that,  by  rea- 
son of  the  premises,  the  said  W.  Holmes 
and  A.  C.  Grant  had  become  incapable  of 
serving  as  a  member  for  the  said  borough 
in  the  present  parliament,  and  that  fill 
votes  given  for  them,  or  either  of  them« 
after  the  said  public  notice  of  their  inca- 
pacity, would  be  thrown  away;  and  that* 
by  the  corrupt,  undue,  and  illeeal  pracr 
tices  aforesaia,  and  by  various  other  cor- 
rupt and  illegal  means  and  practices  by 
the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A  C.  Grant,  and 
their  agents,  a  considerable  number  of 
votes  on  the  poll  was  obtained  by  them 
the  said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant  ovef 
the  petitioners ;  and  the  returning  offioer 
at  the  said  election  illegally  returned  tb^ 
said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Gr^nt,  as  duly 
elected  for  the  said  borough,  whereas  tbia 
petitioners  had  a  majority  of  legal  ani 
uncorrupt  votes,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned  for  the  said  borough ;  and  th^Nt 
neither  of  them,  the  said  W.  Holmes  and 
A.  C.  Grant,  had,  at  the  time  of  his  said 
election  and  return,  such  an  estate,  in  law 
or  equity,  to  and  for  his  own  use  and 
benefit,  in  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments, over  and  above  what  will  satisfy  all 
incumbrances  that  may  affect  the  same, 
of  the  annual  value  of  300/.  above  re- 
prizes, to  qualify  him  to  be  elected  and 
returned  for  tbe  said  borough,  according 
to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  the  act 
of  parliament  in  that  behalf,  whereby  thf 
election  and  returning  of  each  of  them  ara 
void;  and  praying,  that  they  may  be 
heard,  by  themselves  or  their  counsel,  aa 
to  the  matter  pf  this  Petition,  and  that  the 
said  W.  Holmes  and  A.  C.  Grant  may  ba 
declared  not  duly  elected,  and  that  the 
petitioners  may  be  declared  duty  electeq 
for  the  said  borough  of  Tregony. 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideratioii 
on  the  23d  of  February. 

Motion  bespscting  the  King's  Gsa- 
MAN  Lbgion.]  Lord  Folkestone  rose  and 
addressed  tbe  House  nearly  as  follows  :<«— 
Sir ;  the  question  to  which  I  am  about  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  appears  to 
me  one  pf  too  much  importance  to  be  foe 
a  moment  Withheld  from  its  consid^^ion, 
I  evinced  my  sense  of  this  ipp^portanca  by 
taking  the  earliest  day  possible  to  give  ^^ 
tice  of  a  motion  with  respect  to  it,  and  t 
should  have  certainly  hrqugbt  it  fonriaid} 
on  that  day  if  I  had  consulted  o^ly  mf. 
own  f^eJIlAgfi  b^t  an  appiicjitiQii  bairiofi 
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been  mtde  to  i|ie  hj^  ^  noble  lord  oppoftte, 
who  wished  the  busmett  to  be  postpooed,  on 
grounds  which  appeared  reasonable,  I  ac- 
quiesced in  that  wish,  and  the  matter  has 
stood  oTer  fropi  the  ofirly  day  pf  the  ms- 
sion  which  1  first  fixed  upon  till  the  pre-, 
sent  time.  But  if  the  papers.  Sir,  for 
which  )  <(hall  powmpfe,  are  refuited,  I 
shall  h%yt  .re{^n  to  regret  my  ac- 
quiescence, for  there  are  seyeral  persons 
now  una? oidably  abi^nt  who  ^ouid  have 
supported  niy  motion,  if  brought  forward 
,QP  the  day  originally  fiied ;  an|  I  shall 
have  reason  to  ijnput^  to  the  noble  lord, 
as  a  motive  for  delay,  merely  the  wish  to 
jresist  me  by  %  gre^^  majority  than  he 
could  have  presented  without  it.  I  trust 
and  believe,  however,  tbat  the  delay^  was 
Jiot  requested  with  thiy  view ;  but  lor  the 
sufficient  reasons  then  assigned  by  the 
DoUe  lord.  It  will  b^  in  tbe  recoUecition 
of  several  members  present  who  belonged 
)to  the  farmer  parliament,  that  in  the 
coarse  of  last  session  I  called  the  attention 
of  the  Hopse  t^  tfake  infraction  of  the  law 
of  the  l^d,  which  was  committed  by  the 
Introdqctiqn  of  fpre^n  officers  into  native 
xegimenu;  it  will  be  also  recollected, 
pifix  the  <;oB8eq«ence  ef  the  motion  I  then 
made  vrag  the  productien  of  retuma  which, 
fbopgh  regular  in  their  form,  were  im* 
per&ct  in  their  essence:  as  they  inohuled 
only  the  foreign  officers  on  home  service, 
and  did  not  embrace  those  employed 
abroad ;  the  reason  assigned  for  the  im* 
perfec^ioQ  being,  that  it  was  found  impos* 
sible  to  ascertain,  within  the  time  sp«ci* 
fied|  the  number  of  officers  of  the  de* 
scriptioii  in  question  who  w»e  engaged 
in  the  latter  service.  In  consequence  of 
Ibis  defect,  one  of  my  objects  to  night  is, 
to  obtain  the  information  I  then  sought  to 
^  greater  extent  than  I  coaM  then  obtain 
it,  to  ascertain  the  total  nomJber  of  foreign 
oflicera  who  have  been  introduced  into  our 
ip^tive  corps,  aiMl  also  to  ascertain  the 
pnmber  oi  socb  officers  employed  upon 
^le  staff;  for  the  House  will  bear  in  mind, 
tbat  it  bias  been  provided  by  an  express 
atatute,  that  even  the  officers  #£  the  (KHh 
segimefBt,  who  are  chiefly  foreigners,  shall 
not  b^  Qspabie  of  boidtng  staff  empKoy* 
ipf  nta»  The  oircumstance,  Sk,  upon  which 
1  grounded  my  notice  of  moaion  was,  an 
Order  which  issued  from  the  Horse- 
l^nmla  in  August  last,  and  which  I  deem 
it  nec^mry  to  read  to  the  House,  as  it  ap- 
peared in  the  Gazett«  eo  the  lath  of  tlMt 
month.  It  ia  as  follows.:^'*  War**OAee, 
f*  August  1%  l£L9«^UBmnAnan%    In 


'*  conwderation  of  the  Kios's  German  Le- 
**  gion  having  so  frequent^  distinguished 
**  Uiemselves  against  the  enemy,  and  par- 
*'  ticularly  upon  the  occasion  of  the  recent 
'v  victory  obtained  near  Salamanca,  his 
''  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  is 
'«  pleased,  in  the  name,  and  on  the  behalf 
*•  of  his  Majesty,  to  command,  that  thjS 
'€  officers  who  are  now  serving  with  tem« 
**  porary  ranit  in  the  several  regiments  of 
"  that  corps,  shall  have  permanent  rank  m. 
**«  the  Britisk  army,  from  the  date  of  their 
**  respective  oommissions/'->-I  will  not 
call  this,  iitr,  an  infraction  in  the  law,  for 
happily  the  law  will  be  found  to  ofier  i 
resistance  too  strong  lo  be  borne  down  by 
it ;  but  it  certainly  is  an  attempt  to  vio-i 
lai«  the  law,  an  attempt  to  give  dnraition 
lo  the  services  of  officers  beyond  the  limits 
assigned  to  them  by  an  express  actof  par« 
Uament-^n  attempt  to  put  them  ow  an 
eqnality,  in  point  of  permanency,  with 
ttM  officers  of  the  British  army^.  Tbe  law 
limits  the  duration  of  the  services  of  the 
German  Legion  to  the  period  of  the  war 
and  twelve  months  after,  but  it  would  seem 
to  be  the  intent  of  thb  Order  in  defiance  of 
the  statute  to  render  the  existence  of  that 
corps  permanent.  It  is  possible.  Sir,  that 
the  Order  in  question  may  receive  a  dif* 
brent  interpretation  €rom  that  which  I 
give  it,  from  the  noble  lord  opposite; 
and,,  therefore,  in  order  that  I  may  not  oc* 
cnpy  the  attention  of  the  House  need- 
lessly, before  I  proceed  further,!  shall  beg 
leave  to  ask  the  noble  lord  whether  I  have 
correctly  miderstood  die  drift  of  the  Or* 
der,  for  without  some  explanatkm  on  that 
head,  I  might  found  argument  on  what 
would  possibly  turn  out  to  be  a  completo 
aaisconceptioD.  ^ 

Lord  Pakmuian  ^gged  tl»  noble  lord 
would  repeat  his  comtruetion  of  the  words 
(tftheOrdes. 

Lord  Foikaiam  proceeded.  I  sin  sorry 
I  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  make 
mysdf  understood  to  the  noble  lord ;  but 
to  be  as  plain  as  I  can,  ny  object  is  to 
know,  whether  the  Order  be  intended  to 
give  to  the  foreign  oficeis  foisted  inlx>  our 
service  (I  do  not  use  the  expression  in  an 
invidious  sensey  all  the  advantages  enjoyecf 
bv  British  officers  \  Are  they,  by  rirto^ 
of  k,  to  bo  rendered  not  removable  firom 
the  service  at  a  partioular  iame  I  Are  they 
to  be.entitlod  to  hal^My  }  ' 

Lord  Mtewwen.  TheysM  not  meant 
to  have  any  privitegea  or  advantages  in 
the  service  which  may  militate  against  the 
Um4   U  was  ookfaev  thfo  ii^ontionj  nor 
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can  it  be  the  eflfect  of  the  Order  to  gire 
the  oiBcers  of  the  Germen  Legion  anv 
priTiIeges  or  adrantaget  incoiuistent  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  under  which  they 
were  serving. 

Lord  Fdhuumt  resamed.  If  that  be  the 
case,  then  the  law  is  altogether  nugatory ; 
it  is  a  mere  nothing :  but  the  terms  in 
which  it  is  couched  are  manifestly  incon* 
sistent  with  the  explanation  given  bv  the 
noble  brd.  As  I  before  stated,  the  Order 
could  not,  if  it  were  meant  to  do  so,  im- 
pugn the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  overstep 
that  act  by  which  the  German  Legion  was 
embodied ;  but  unquestionably  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  worded  was  extremely 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  that  act ;  and 
for  this,  since  the  noble  lord  has  dissipa- 
ted my  apprehensions  of  an  injury  to  the 
constitution  being  meditated,  I  can  only 
account  by  supposing,  that  the  dictionary 
referred  to  at  the  War-office  affords  a 
greater  variety  of  meanings  to  ordinary 
terms  than  any  thesaurus  of  the  language 
in  common  use*  According  to  the  expla^ 
nation  given  by  the  noble  lord,  it  might 
be  supposed,  that  the  ministers  at  the 
War-office  considered  the  meaning  of  the 
words '  temporary'  and  '  permanent'  to  be 
the  same,  but  until  the  War-office  could 
transform  the  English  language  as  they 
had  transformed  the  English  army,  the 
true  sense  would  be  perfectly  obvious  to 
every  man  who  had  sense  to  compre- 
hend any  thing.  It  appears,  then.  Sir, 
by  his  statement,  that  here  is  ah  advan- 
tage and  no  advantage ;  a  boon  is  granted 
to  the  officers  of  the  Crerman  Leg^ion,  and 
the  reason  assigned  for  it  is,  their  distin- 
gttithed  and  meritorious  conduct  when 
brought  to  act  against  the  enemy.—"  In 
consideration,''  says  the  Gazette,  "  of  the 
King's  Ger^ian  Legion  having  so  firequent- 
1y  distinguished  themselves  against  the 
enemy*  particularly  in  the  recent  battle  of 
Salamanca !"— And  this  is  certamly  what 
would  justify  a  boon  of  no  ordinary  mag- 
nitude; yet  whf^n  this  mighty  reward 
ootnes  to  be  examined  it  turns  out  to  be 
one  of  m  most  unsubstantial  nature ;  one 
with  which,  if  the  officers  of  the  German 
Legion  be  satisfied,  we  cannot  sufficiently 
admire  their  moderation*  The  noble  lord 
would  answer,  perhaps,  with  equal  intelli- 
gibility, that  this  was  meant  as  a  reward 
for  meritorious  service,  but  what  boon  was 
it  to  tell^a  man  that  something  riiould  be 
bestowed  upon  him,  which,  from  a  positive 
enactment,  could  never  be  realised  ?  The 
Orde^.  itatesi  that  his  Boyal  Highnea^ 
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in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, has  been  pleased  to  confer  perma- 
nent rank  on  the  officers  of  the  German 
Legion,  who  had  hitherto  only  enjoyed 
temporary  rank.  Why,  Sir,  none  of  them 
had  any  thing  but  temporary  rank.  The 
corps  itself  is  but  temporary ;  and  here. 
Sir,  1  shall  take  the  opportunity  of  stating 
a  curious  fact  connected  with 'the  present 
subject,  and  which  will  show  how  unrea- 
sonable it  would  be  to  grant  that  privi- 
leg^e  to  the  officers  of  the  German  Legion 
which  I  was  led  to  apprehend  had  ^en 
granted  to  them;  It  is  a  rule  in  the  ser- 
vice, that  even  natives  ,who  enter  it  as  offi- 
cers in  any  but  the  lowest  rank,  cannot  be 
promoted  or  have  more  than  temporary 
rank,  and  sir  Thomas  Graham,  who  lately 
received  the  thanks  of  this  House,  having 
entered  the  service  as  a  colonel^  is  a  me* 
morable  instance  of  the  truth  of  this  fact. 
Officers  of  this  description  receive  no  pro« 
motion,  but  remain  in  the  situation  in  which 
they  first  enter  the  service.  Now,  Sir, 
there  surely  seems  to  be  no  good  reason 
why  foreigners  should  enjoy  privilege* 
from  which  his  Majesty's  subjects  are 
themselves  debarred ;  but  that  would  be 
the  case  if  the  German  officers  were  to  have 
permanent  rank.  These  people  came  over 
here  in  great  numbers  in  the  year  1804  ; 
it  was  a  sufficient  evil  that  they  were  then 
promoted,  one  made  a  colonel,  and  ano- 
ther a  lieutenant-colonel,  with  temporary 
rank,  because  they  were  barons  and  counts, 
and  highly  connected,  but  now  they  are 
advancing  to  shoulder  British  general  offi- 
cers, who  have  risen  progressively  to  their 
rank,  out  of  employment,  to  be  invested 
with  the  command  of  garrisons  and  dis- 
tricts, even  in  this  our  native  land,  and  it 
would  be  rather  too  much  to  add  to  it  by 
now  giving  4hem  an  advantage  which  n 
Briton  entering  the  service  of  his  sove- 
reign, under  the  same  circumstances,  \s 
rendered  incapable  of  enjoying ;  it  would 
be  violating,  moreover,  if  not  the  letter, 
certainly  the  spirit  of  the  Act  by  whicb 
he  is  so  incapacitated.  On  what  prin- 
ciple could  this  be  attempted  ?  '  One  of 
them  bad  actually  the  command  of  » 
district— how  was  this  innovation  de- 
fended by  his  Majesty's  ministers,  in 
the  teeth  of  the  Act  of  Settlement^  and 
of  that  by  which  they  were  embodied. 
But  let  us  contrast  with  a  little  attentio& 
the  words  of  the  Order  with  what  has  been 
said  by  the  noble  lord.  Does  there  not. 
seem  to  be  a  strange  inconsistency,  re-^ 
salting fnun  iucb  a  contrast;  the  Order 
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ujs,  tbat^the  German  officers  ihall  hare 
^rmanent  rank  in  the  British  army ;  the 
Act  of  Settlement  says,  that  they  shall  not 
bafe  more  than  temporary  rank,  and  the 
noble  lord  says,  that  the  Order  and  the  Act 
are  not  in  the  least  at  variance.  Was  it 
that  at  the  War-office,  not  being  able  to 
comprehend  their  own  Order,  they  were 
actually  incompetent  to  understand  the 
obvious  wording  of  an  act  of  parliament  ? 
Did  they  make  any  nice  distinction  between 
what  they  might  ball '  temporarily  perma- 
nent/ and  '  permanently  temporary  ?'  Let 
others  solve  this  difficulty  as  iheymay; 
for  my  part  I  cannot,  by  any  effort  of 
mine,  comprehend  what  the  nature  of  this 
permanent-temporary  rank  is,  or  how  these 
conflicting  terms  can  be  brought  into  such 
close  alliance.  And  let  me  observe.  Sir, 
that  there  is  no  explanation  in  the  Order 
of  this  language.  If  this  permanent  rank 
were  confined  to  the  German  Legion,  no 
person  could  object  to  it ;  for,  as  the  Ger- 
man Legion  itself  is  only  temporary,  it 
could  only  be  temporary  also. — But  the 
Order  expresses,  «  permanent  rank  in  the 
British  army  ;**  which  does  not  stand  on  a 
temporary  basis,  as  the  officers  are  not 
liable  to  be  dismissed  like  those  of  the 
German  Legion,  and  are  also  legally  en- 
titled to  balf«pay.  Most  assuredly  an  ex- 
planation is  desirable,  if  it  were  only  to 
prevent  those  who  are  not  so  well  versed 
in  the  bearing  of  adjectives  as  the  scholars 
of  the  War-office,  from  supposing  that  the 
Order  was  either  framed  by  very  ignorant 
persons,  or  with  a  view  to  entrap  the  un- 
wary Germans  (equally  ignorant  with 
themselves  of  the  English  language)  and 
make  them  combat  with  greater  zeal,  in- 
spired by  gratitude  for  advantages  they 
were  never  to  enjoy.  However  this  may 
be.  Sir,  I  am  happy  at  having  obtained  an 
assurance  from  the  noble  lord  that  no  in- 
fraction of  the  law  is  intended  ;  for,  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  the  apprehension  that 
BQch  was  the  intention,  has  created  much 
dbtorbance  and  uneasiness  in  the  army, 
which  of  course  will  now  subside :  and  is 
it  any  wonder  that  it  should  have  galled 
most  British  officers'  feelings,  who  after 
bkving  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives 
and  wasted  their  fortunes  in  the  service 
of  their  country,  find  the  privilege  of  lead- 
ing her  gallant  bands  to  victory,  that  pri- 
vilege, the  hope  of  enjoying  which  had 
sweetened  so  many  houri  of  toil  and  dan- 
ger, suddenly  wrested  from  their  grasp  in 
favour  of  persons  only  just  entered  the  ser- 
vice, and  natives  of  a  t'oreignland? — ^The 


noble  lof(l  concluded  by  stating,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  expTanation  which 
had  been  given  of  the  Order,  be  would 
change  the  nature  of  his  motion.  The 
motion  which  he  originally  intended  to 
have  made  was  merely  for  papers :  but  he 
would  with  the  leave  of  ihe  House  lubmit 
a  motion,  which  should  extort  from  the 
War-office  such  an  interpretation  of  the 
Order,  such  an  exposition  of  their  own 
meaning,  as  to  convince  the  officers  of 
the  British  army,  that  they  would  not 
receive  that  injury  and  insult,  which  they 
at  present  believed  was  intended,  and 
would  undeceive  the  German  Legion  as  to 
the  boon  which  they  supposed  bad  been 
bestowed  upon  them. — [His  lordship  here 
consulted  with  the  gentlemen  about  htm.l 
— He  then  stated  that  he  was  not  prepared 
to  submit  the  motion,  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded, that  evening,  and  it  was  suggested, 
by  several  of  his  friends,  that  the  best  way 
would  be,  as  a  ground- work  for  his  ulti« 
mate  object,  to  confine  himself  to  a  part  of 
his  original  motion,  which  he  would  do. 
His  lordship  then  moved—''  That  an  hum« 
ble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  order  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  House  copies  of  all  Orders 
issued  from  the  War -office,  respecting  the 
rank  of  the  officers  serving  in  the  King\ 
German  Legion.'^ 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  if  Ijie  laconic  ex- 
planation he  had  been  permitted  to  give, 
had  so  far  altered  the  view  which  the 
noble  lord  had  taken  of  the  subject,  as  to 
cause  him  to  vary,  in  a  considerable  de- 
gree, the  course  he  at  first  intended  to 
pursue,  he  could  not  help  flattering  him- 
self, that  if  he  had  been  suflfered  to  answer 
the  noble  lord's  speech,  before  he  made 
it,  or  rather,  to  have  explained  the  terms 
of  the  Order,  he  might  have  spared  him 
some  trouble,  though  the  House  would 
have  been  thereby  deprived  of  the  advan- 
tage of  listening  to  his  eloquence  and  his 
humour.  This  speech  was  entirely 
grounded  upon  misconception.  He  ap* 
prehended  the  difference  between  bin 
and  the  noble  lord  arose  from  a  source 
which  often  occasioned  disagreement— it 
proceeded  from  a  mere  dissimilarity  of 
opinion  as  to  the  meaning  of  certain  words, 
which  could  very  readily  be  rectified. 
Here  there  was  a  misconception  of  the 
word  *  permanent,'  not  unnatural  with  those 
who  were  not  acquainted  with  the  techni- 
cal terms  of  the  British  army,  a  know- 
ledge of  which  was  sufficient  to  settle  the 
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whole  qpeition.  The  wordt  temporiry 
and  permanent  were  only  used  to  point 
out  different  ranks,  contra^dittiognUhed  in 
one  respectp  bot  not  in  others,  which 
might  be  applied  in  the  ordinary  accepta- 
tion  of  the  words.  Permanent  rank  was 
tluKt  which  was  common  to  erery  officer 
in  the  British  army— -temporary  rank  Ta« 
ried  fr^  it,  and  was  donferred  on  those 
who  raided  men^  or  performed  other  ser« 
,  Tices,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  hish 
commissions,  without  proceeding  oy  the 
previous. steps  to  promotion,  and  were 
precluded  from  precedence  and  command, 
except  in  the  particular  corps  in  which 
the  rank  was  obtained.  It  did  not,  ^ene« 
rally,  confer  promotion  in  the  brevet  of 
the  army,  nor  did  it,  as  it  ceased  with  the 
reduction  of  the  corps  in  which  it  was 
given,  entitle  the  person  holding  it  to 
half-pay.  So  far  the  noble  lord  might  be 
well-founded  in  his  construction  of  the 
Order ;  for,  if  there  were  no  act  of  parlia* 
ment,  it  would  be  giving  them  a  more 
durable  situation  than  if  they  possessed 
merely  temporary  rank.  But  the  House 
must  be  av^re,  as  well  as  those  who 
framed  the  Order,  and  those  to  whom  it 
was  addressed,  that  it  was  so  construed 
with  reference  to  the  act  of  parliament,  by 
which  the  German  Legion  was  embodied 
and  retained  in  ^e  service.  The  Order 
now  in  question  impjied  nothing  contrary 
t6  the  law ;  neither  did  it  apply  to  all  the 
officers  in  the  German  Legion,  but  only 
to  those  of  superior  rank.  It  was  by  no 
means  correct  to  say,  that  all  the  officers 
in  our  foreign  corps  had  only  temporary 
r^nk.  Such  as  were  appointed  in  the 
commencement  were  certiunly  in  that 
predicament ;  bot  as  vacancies  occurred 
they  were  filled  up  by  persons  upon  whom 
permanent  rank  was  conferred,  and  who 
were  placed  in  every  respect  on  a  footing 
with  their  brother  officers.— -Many  of  our 
foreign  corps  were  in  fact  brought  into 
service,  complete  established  corps.  The 
Germans  however  were  n6t  so,  but  the 
officers  and  privates  were  for  the  most 
part  individuals  who  bad  been  in  the  Ha* 
noverian  service,  and  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  united—it  was 
considered,  however,  equally  necessary 
that  the  officers  should  hold  the  same  re- 
gimental rank  in  the  new  corps,  which 
they  held  previously  when  in  the  German 
service.  But  the  analogy  of  our  service 
had  been  preserved  :  the  first  officers  had 
only  temporary  rank :  but  the  whole  of 
the  corps  were  not  serving  with  tempo- 
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rary  rank.  The  noble  lord,  however, 
•eemtd  to  think,  that  all  the  officers  ot 
the  German  Legion  possessed  only  tem* 
porary  rank  at  the  time  the  Order  was  is- 
sued ;  bot  if  he  looked  to  the  Army  List, 
he  would  see  that  not  merely  in  the  Ger- 
man Legion,  but  in^  all  the  foreign  corps, 
though  the  generals^and  colonels  had  only 
temporary  rank,  yet  all  those  officers  who 
had  been  promoted  as  vacancies  arose, 
were  appointed  with  the  ordinary  rank  of 
the  army — so  that  it  most  at  once  be  seen 
that  this  Order  did  not  apply  to  all  ranks, 
but  to  those  who,  having  perhaps  had  an 
opportunity  of  being  more  particularly 
useful  to  the  service,  were  selected  as 
worthy  of  extraordinary  approbation.  If 
the  noble  lord  asked,  as  it  was  a  fair  ques* 
tion  and  the  drift  of  his  argument  went 
that  way,  whether,  these  foreign  officers 
acting  under  laws  which  declared  their 
services  of  a  temporary  nature,  it  was  in- 
tended that  they  should  possess  rank 
longer  than  the  law  specified  ?  To  this  he 
must  answer,  certainly  not;  and,  as  he 
said  before,  the  Order  must  be  construed 
with  reference  to  the  acL  What  did 
the  act  do  ?  It  authorised  the  king  to  grant 
commissions  and  letters  of  service  to  fo- 
reigners; and  did  not  say,  that  they 
should  be  different  from  those  held  by 
British  officers^  The  law  authorised  com- 
missions to  be  generally  granted— and 
whether  thev  wero  called  temporary  or 
permanent,  they  must  be  guided  ultimately 
by  the  act  of  parFiament  With  this  re- 
ference it  would  be  seen  that  the  existence 
of  their  commissions  would  cease  with  that 
of  the  corps  to  which  they  belonged. 
Neither  did  the  Order  entitle  them  to  half- 
pay  ;  nor  did  it  interfere  in  the  least  de- 
gree with  the  interests  of  the  British  of- 
ficers in  our  service.  The  ^ct  under 
which  the  German  Legion  was  organised 
directed  that  when  German  officers  should 
serve  along  with  British,  that  officer  should 
take  the  precedency  whose  commisdon 
was  of  the  oldest  date^  but  in  no  degree 
did  it  tend  to  violate  the  law,  because  it 
p^ave  German  officers  no  oi^e  advantage 
m  rank,  promotion,  or  duration  of  service. 
Then  it  mieht  be  asked,  what  would  be  ' 
the  effect  of  those  comnHssions  on  other 
points,  and  what  benefit  would  the 
German  officers  derive  from  this  Order  I 
This  advantage  only  did  they  derive  from 
the  Order,  that,  at  the  period  when  their 
commissions  should  cease,  their  rank 
having  been  the  common  permanent  rank 
of  the  army,  their  names  would  still  h% 
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printed  io  the  Arm v  List»  as  Uk  honourable 
remembranoe  of  toe  aervices  they  had 
done  the  country,  and  they  would  con- 
tinue to  bear  the  rank  to  which  their 
SMrits  10  unquestionably  entitled  them. 
Now,  if  this  permanent  rank  did  not  vio- 
late  the  law  or  the  constitution,  by  giving 
to  those  officers  a  greater  hold  on  the  ser- 
vice than  they  before  possessed,  could  the 
ooble  lord  contend  that  it  interfered  with 
the  rights  of  British  officers  ?  As  to  the 
oomplaintp  that  they  sometimes  command- 
ad  native  officers,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  the  act  under  which  they  served  au- 
thorised the  formation  of  articles  of  war 
for  their  government;  and  one  of  these 
gave  to  the  senior  officer  of  a  detachment, 
the  command  of  the  whole,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  service,  and  as  was  usual 
in  the  army  in  general.  Those  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the 
army  were  perfectly  aware  that  the  of- 
ficers of  the  German  Legion  had  uniformly 
taken  precedence  according  to  the  date  of 
their  commission,  just  as  if  they  held 
permanent  rank.  From  all  this  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  Order  did  not  inter- 
fere with  the  regular  army,  or  with  the 
act  of  parliament.  The  officers  of  the 
Legion  nad  always  been  put  in  brevet  as 
permanent,  so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
Order,  so  far  from  enabling  them  to 
shoulder  out  British  officers,  gave  them 
no  advantage  with  regard  to  prece« 
dence,  or  promotion,  which  they  did 
not  possess  when  they  first  embarked 
jn  the  service.  But,  it  would  be  said,  if 
this  Order  did  not  give  any  advantage,  for 
what  purpose  was  it  issued  ?-— and  on  this 
point  the  noble  lord  was  very  satirical, 
observing  with  great  severity  on  the  igno- 
rance of  those  connected  with  the  War- 
office,  whom  he  seemed  to  think  unac- 
..qoainted  with  their  own  language.  But 
he  would  tell  the  noble  lord,  that  the 
Order  which  was  issued  bv  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, was  intended,  and  was 
so  undi^rstood  by  the  officers  themselves, 
to  pay  a  well-merited  compliment  to  a 
Tery  deserving  body  of  men,  who  had  sig- 
nalized themselves  not  only  in  one  action 
bot  throughout  the  whole  campaign. 
Some  bon.  gentlemen  might  think  it  a 
boon  not  worth  having,  but  he  was  sure 
that  those  who  best  knew  their  pure  and 
honourable  feelings,  were  convinced  that 
it  was  most  gratifying  to  them.  What 
they  acquired  was  honour,  the  end  and 
aim  of  a  soldier ;  that  for  which  he  fought 
and  died.  To  the  German  Legion  such  a 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


reward  was  no|,  and  could  not  be  deemed 
a  trifle;  it  was  in  truth  most  gratifying  to 
their  feelings  and  welcome  to  their  am« 
bition.  Those  who  were  acquainted  from 
previous  unhappy  experience  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  noble  lord  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  employment  of  foreigner!  for 
our  own  and  the  defence  of  our  allies, 
would  be  aware  that  to  carry  this  motion 
was  not  so  much  his  object,  as  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  a  new  parliament  to  make 
a  sort  of  declaration  that  his  opinions  were 
unaltered,  and  that  he  intended  'to  con« 
tinoe  the  same  road  he  had  pursued  during 
the  last  parliament.  If  he  thought  that 
their  employment  was  improper,  all  ha 
wished  was,  that  those  who  entertained  a 
difi^ent  sentiment  should  hh  admitted  to 
h^ve  as  much  love  for,  and  as  correct  viewa 
of  the  constitution  as  their  ojpponents. — He 
knew  that  many  had  .an  objection  to  em« 
ploying  foreign  soldiers  on  constitutional 
principles.  He  thought,  however,  that 
those  who  considered  the  circumstances  of 
the  times,  as  well  as  the  constitution  of 
the  country,  would  not  object  to  their 
being  employed  at  present.  If  any  man 
would  look  at  the  map  of  Europe,  and  sea 
what  a  portion  of  its  population  the  enem^ 
had  forced  into  hostility  against  this 
countrv,  if  he  were  also  to  consider  tha 
limitedf  population  of  these  two  islands* 
and  the  extensive  colonies  we  had  to  de* 
fend,  and  the  navy  we  had  to  support,  it 
appeared  to  him  hardly  possible  that  such 
a  man  could  now  adhere  to  the  idea  of  not 
employing  foreigners  in  our  service. 
Looking  at  the  present  state  of  the  world, 
and  viewing  the  countless  hosu  that  wera 
arrayed  against  Great  Britain,  single 
handed,  it  seemed  to  him  the  height  of 
absurdity  to  make  such  an  objection.  Be- 
cause our  having  swept  the  seas  of  our 
enemies,  and  because  our  small  but  gal- 
lant armies  had  hitherto  stood  undaunted 
and  unbroken  before  the  overwhelming 
forces  of  France  and  all  her  dependent 
states,  was  it  to  be  urged  that  we  were, 
unaided  and  unsupported,  capable  of  sqs« 
taining  for  ever  so  unequal  a  contest? 
That  our  foreign  corps,  and  particularly 
the  German  I^ffion,  merited  all  the  re« 
wards  that  could  be  bestowed  upon  them, 
no  man,  let  him  belong  to  what  party  ha 
might,  would  deny.  Surely  it  would  not 
be  said,  that  the  individuals  now  allyded 
to  were  objects  of  censure  or  distrust.  Ha 
would  beg  the  House  to  consider,  who 
they  were  ?  They  were  not  adventurera 
intruding  themielves  into  the  service  of 
(S) 
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this  country,  botthey  were  G^rmths— the 
natiuCal    sobjects  of  our  bvtn    sovereign, 
who  preferred  an  honourable  exile  to  an 
il^nominious   servitude;    and   who    were 
l^und  by  allegiance  to  the  same  sove- 
reign with  the  natives  of  this  country.    As 
to  theValueof  their  servites,  it  would  be 
seen  from  the  perusal  of  the  different  Ga- 
zettes Which  were  published  in  the  coarse 
of  the  summer.    There  wad  no  action  in 
which  part  of  this  gallant  corps  was  not 
^remost  in  every  danger.    It  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  that.the  noble  lord  had  laid 
Wore  the  House  sufficient  grounds  for  the 
production  of  papers  ;   but  he  though^  it 
would   not  be  sufficient   for    the   House 
barely    to   reject    the    motion    on    this 
ground.      He  thought   that    the    House 
should  not  allow  itself  to  be  supposed  to 
concur  in  the  idea  of  its  being  illegal  and 
onconstitutional  to  employ  foreign  troops, 
and  that  it  would  be  well,  that  the  new 
|[>arfiament  should  have  its  opinion  some 
way  understood  of  the  legality  and  pro- 
priety of  continuing  the  present  system  of 
employing  every  means  of  carrying  on 
offensive  warfare  which  presented  itself  in 
the  present  circumstances. 
'    Mr.  PoHscnlw  objected  especially  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  noble    lord's  speech, 
and  expressed  a  confident  hope  that,  m 
no  case,  the  House  would  be  led  indi- 
rectly to  express  an  opinion  upon  a  mea- 
sure totally  unconnected  with  the  motion 
before  them.     He  would  put  it  to  the 
candour  of  the  House,  and  to  that  of  the 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  themselves,  whe- 
ther or  no  the  noble  mover  bad  said  a 
single  word  as  to  the  expediency  of  em- 
ploying foreign  troops  in  the  British  set- 
tice  f  But  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last 
had  thought  proper  to  bring  forth  argu- 
ments against  a  speech  delivered  in  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  and  of  which  he 
Was  sure  not  t^venty  members  present  had 
beard  one  wdrd.     He  had  listened  with 
the  greatest  pleasure  to  the  explanation 
given  by  the  noble  lord,  as  it  proved  that 
no  unconstitutional    measure  had    been 
adopted,  and  he  was  ready  to  join  in  the 
praises  bestowed  on  the  Germap  Legion, 
Which  he  thought  they  deserved ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  must  observe,  that  the 
ooble  mover  was  not  the  only  one  vrho 
had  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  Order 
.Which  was  the  object  of  the  motion ;  he 
was  sure,  on  the  contrary,*  that  the  wbok 
country,  as  well  as  himself,  bad  under- 
liiood  It  as  giving  to  tha  Germans  in  our 
service  permanent  r^k  in  the   British 
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army.  People  were  apt  to  be  swayed  by 
the  obvious  meaning  of  terms,  and  were 
not  certainly  bound  to  know  that  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  War*office,  '  perma- 
nent' mtant '  temporary.'  Thisitappeared 
was  the  real  meaning.  He  should  how* 
6ver  WVt  to  khow  If  the  noble  lord,  iii 
consequence  of  his  eminent  services,  had 
been  promised  a  permanent  possession  of 
his  office,  how  he  would  feel  When,  at  the 
conclusion  of  a  peace,  olr  perhaps  tWehre 
months  afterwards,  he  should  be  told  that 
permanent  meant  only  temporary,  and 
be  accordingly  desired  \o  resign  bis  situa^ 
tion. — ^The  v^ry  natural  misconceptioa 
arising  out  of  the  wording  of  the  Order, 
led  tl^  nation  at  large  to  believe,  that 
German  officers  were  to  have  permanent 
ratik  whh  British  officers  in  the  British 
army.  But  as  he  now  understood,  frotai 
the  noble  Secretary  at  War,  that  those  of^ 
ficers  were  only  to  rise  gradually  in  tbeite 
corps,  according  to  thchr  seniority,  all  he 
could  say  was,  that  if  this  vras  intetlded 
as  a  recom  pence  for  the  services  of  th^ 
German  Legion,  and  if  they  had  recisived 
It  as  such,  they  were  certaihly  the  most 
disinterestfid  soldiers  in  the  world,  and  the 
cheapest  to  be  rewarded.  At  the  same 
time,  he  thought  that  the  word  permanent 
was  not  the  most  accurate  expression 
which  could  ht  Used  in  this  country  \A 
speaking  of  military  concerns ;  it  Could 
not  strictfy  apply  to  any  of  our  military 
estabKfthments,  and  he  thanked  God  that 
the  British  army  itself  was  not  permanent, 
but  would  be  disbanded,  in  fett,  nnless 
kept  together  from  year  to  ye^  by  the  )tt^ 
newal  of  the  Mutiny  Bill.-^When  ht  flm 
heard  of  permanent  r^nk  bein^  mnted  to 
the  German  officers,  ho  thought  that  there 
had  been  something  peculiar  in  the  con«> 
stitution  of  the  German  Legion,  #9itdk 
made  that  order  peremptory  on  gov«rt|i> 
ment,  and  he  had  heard  with  equad  saiv 
prise  and  satisfaction,  by  the  nobfe  lord'ft 
explanation,  that  there  was  no  ititenlfi«iL 
of  giving  those  foreign  officeiis  comm^ad 
in  our  army  longer  than  the  {Period  undtir 
which  they  had  been  engaged  by  the 
sanction  of  parliam^t;  if  ao,  fher^  Wik 
nothing  in  the  Order  hostile  to  the  eoiiili<- 
tution,  and  he  saw  no  objectiM  to  the 
measure.  As  to  the  censure  ptissed  ^;eiie^ 
rally  by  the  noble  lord  on  those  who  en* 
tertained  sentimetlts  adverae  to  the  QeN 
tnans  in  our  service,  he  begged  leave  not 
to  be  included  in  that  number.^-^He  Mt 
the  value  of  theiih  tervices  9^  much  ft^  My 
man ;  he  felt  that  generaU  officers,  Ml 
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111^,  bufl  folly  4^e  tbeir  duty  ;  tpd  hp 
^a#  aba?e  ei^efi^iniiig  vulgaf  pfi^jydices 
l^^iJMt  fiorei^q^rit  e«pecidlly  wben  6gbt- 
jag  in  tb«  a^flie  c^iue. — Still  it  v^as  natural 
ID  a  U^  oqnalhry  |o  look  witb  jealousy  to 
fortigp  Uro«p«.  A9  the  case  stood^  and 
cowideriog  ibc  stat^  of  Europe^  he  saw  pq 
daofper  ia  tbo  power  vested  in  the  crown 
^  enftploy  fortigp  troops ;  but  if,  8^  every 
^ae  bad  wppo^i^  the  words  of  tbe  Order 
WH>lied  the  meaning  they  seepiet)  tp  con- 
ley,  if  tb^  pvown  bad  over-^teppf?d  |he 
bonnds  If  t  to  it^  power,  in  that  re^^c( 
b«(bOMgbt  tb^  OQ  pleasure  could  be  more 
disierviag  of  pai^liamentary  cei^sfKe.  A# 
it  bad  beisn  ei^plaioed  by  tbp  noble  lord, 
it  v%a  a  ipoit  harmless,  uaint^lHgible 
laeatare ;  but  if  it  was  acceptable  to  tfa^ 
Geroutn  Iiegion^  it  was^  be  would  repeat,  ^ 
pbeap  way  of  retfardipg  their  aeryice*. 

Sir  H.  MUdmB^i  in  ^onmuence  of  the 
pbMtppic .  wbifch  tbfi  noble  Secretary 
at  War  had  uttered  against  thq&e  whp  f;^- 
vowmd  the  motion,  tbpugbt  it  nepessary 
to  guard  hioas^lf  against  tb^  ipoput^tioi^  of 
chfviebing  any  undup  pr^adices  against 
the  German  Legion,  or  of  being  conmiitt^ 
by  bis  Toie  in  support  of  bis  npble  friend's 
motion  upon  the  general  que^i^n  ^  ^q 
tbi  policy  of  eq[)ploying  foreign  troops. 

Lofd  Miiion  deprecated  the  ^ipployr 
Bi»nt  of  foreign  officers  |n  the  n^nner  in 
which  be  underatood  tbey  bad  in  spp^e 
ynitawci^  b««a  employed^  hkkI  fished  to 
ask  the  noble  Secretary  at  War  a  questioyu. 
If  ha  aodemood  the  nobl^  lord  rigb^ly*  be 
had  stated,  that  the  Cr«rman  offico^f,  H^bjle 
Ibay  aa^ieyffd  simply  a  temp(orary  rank, 
vara  ooly  empawerad  to  cpi^nia^d  tbe 
eorps  to  wiiicb  tbBy  belpngisd.  Bvi  biad 
not  baron  (insingen  befsn  in  tbe  ^pm- 
mand  of  adiatrict  in  tbif  coiqntf y,  .a«|d  had 
be  aot,  in  coQaiie^Qenqe«  had  JSngU^b  m- 
litaa  regiuaeau  under  bis  orderai  Tt^ 
aaUa  lord  might  allow  tba(  tbis  19^^  'mr 
pnfier  fa^oie  the  issuing  of  |ba  P/R4er  in 
iMMMlMi ;  f)nt  did  the  issuing  qf  U»at  Orr 
aw  rendcf  it  prqpar  i  For  hi|  pitr^,  bp 
tbaaght  aifcb  a  power  vfi^^  be  i^pifotper 
nadev  any  <ii^oumsiancea  i  ai^d  b^r^  bp 
wiabed  to  gmd  him9^^  ag^PAt  ;tbe  i^- 
patatioa^f  ralgar  ptfspidjiqas,  bf^ingsinf^ 
poMd  tp  cm^dair  |he  opigii^  WPilf^- 
nantofibo  pemoai  compoiiug  tbe  (j^r- 
MtaU(gion  aa  m^nf^  T|^y  f^l^e  \i>^ 
aoaalrj  aader  pftcw^iar  cirp^ff^t^p^Hfl, 
andabbottgb  ba  cmilfl  ao^  agr/of  a^Hb  ^ 
aaUa  lord  in  la^kiag  a^  jtbdim  a«  spN^c^^ 
of  t)»a  kingaf  Ei«Wi»d,  Ybi<^  ^l^F  im^ 
Miliar  eaar  bM  \m$h»  \m  nNMfegw^ 


I9m 


^befKi  ai|  spbiect3  of  the  elector  of  H^novjer ; 

yet  9tiU  tb^.^  were  so  connected  with  tbq 
head  of  the  Priti3h  government,  that  it  wa^ 
by  no  means  improper  to  receive  thei^ 
in  England,  when  tbe  circumstauces  to 
which  he  bad  alluded  drove  them  from 
their  own  home.  He  would  not  refuse 
any  favour  to  them  urhich  it  v^as  consti- 
tutiooal  to  grant  \  but  be  would  refu^  to 

gli}ce  tbem  in  Situations  which  none  but 
ntish  subjects  pqght  to  be  allovyed  to  fill^ 
]^Mt  he  must  protest  against  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  foreigner  whatever  to  such 
commands  ^s.be  had  adverted  ip.  He  had 
n^  objection  to  their  being  employed  in 
coQ^mands  abroad,  but  he  did  not  lil^e  to 
see  tbem  in  command  in  this  country,  ex? 
cept  in  their  ps^rticular  corps.  In  this  dis- 
tinction  he  conceived  himself  founded  on 
the  true  principles  of  tbe  constitution. 

liord  Vidmer^on  said,  the  noble  lord  bad 
completely  misconceived  him.  Although 
temporary  rank  in  the  British  army  in  ge- 
neral did  not  give  command  in  other  corps, 
yet  by  a  particular  article  in  the  articles  of 
war,  ^rif ing  out  of  tb.^  act  by  which  they 
were  originally  embodied,  the  officers  of 
the  German  Legion  were  rendered  as  com- 
petent to  such  command,  as  if  they  had 
po^^sessed  permanent  rank.  It  appeared* 
therefore,  that  the  recent  Order  did  pot,  as 
the  noble  lore)  ipiaginedi  give  to  the  of- 
l^cera  of  tbe  German  Legion  a  power 
w,bicb  tbey  did  not  before  po93ess.  With 
regard  to  the  general  alluded  to^  the  truth 
was,  that  he  never  (did  coaimapd  a  dis- 
trict j  there  was,  however,  notbin^  in  tb^ 
la}^  of  the  land  to  prevent  it. 
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did  he  think  of  the  fidelity  and  valour  of  that 
body,  that  he  did  not  hesitate  to  confide  the 
direction  of  one  of  the  most  valoable  corps 
of  his  army,  namely,  the  light  division,  to 
a  German  officer,  (general  Alten).  Why 
then,  after  soch  a  proof  of  well-merited 
confidence  in  real  service,  should  it  be 
deemed^  unsafe  to  commit  an  English  dis- 
trict to  the  command  of  a  German  ?  Why, 
while  those  meritorious  officers  were  en- 
trusted with  the  command  of  an  army 
abroad  in  the  midst  of  war,  should  they  be 
thouffht  unfit  or  unworthy  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  our  army  at  home  ?  Notwith- 
standing the  partiality  he  naturally  felt 
for  English  troops,  and  particularly  Bri- 
tish cavalry,  yet  the  Germans  had  so  emi- 
nently distinguished  themselves  in  the 
peninsula,  he  fully  believed,  that  upon  the 
continent  there  was  but  one  feeling  among 
the  British  army  upon  this  subject,  and  as 
to  the  general  merits  of  the  German  Le- 
gion. But  let  those  who  saw  them  not  in 
service,  look  at  the  Gazettes  for  an  account 
of  the  conduct  of  these  deserving  fo- 
reigners, and  they  would  be  found  to  have 
emmently  signalized  themselves  upon  all 
occasions.  Such  was,  indeed,  the  im- 
pression they  made,  that  if  the  British 
army  could  be  canvassed,  which  he  was 
aware  would  be  irregular,  he  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  grant  of  permanent 
rank  to  the  officers  of  that  Legion  would 
have  been  universally  approved  of,  which 
grant  he,  among  others,  certainly  under- 
stood to  have  been  the  purport  ot  the 
Order. under  consideration.  According  to 
an  arrangement  at  present  upon  the  conti- 
nent, any  British  officer  who  went  into  the 
Portuguese  service,  was  advanced  a  step 
in  rank ;  but  no  such  advance  had  ever 
been  objected  to  by  other  British  officers. 
No,  such  was  the  liberal  feeling  of  British 
officers,  that  they  were  never  found  to  ob- 
ject to  the  rewarding  of  merit.  These 
gallant  ,men  were  only  found  to  murmur 
wh^n  young  men,  as  was  formerly  the 
case,  were  promoted  before  merit  and  ex- 
perience, merely  through  undue  influence 
and  connection.  Bdt  British  officers 
would  never  object  to  the  due  promotion 
of  foreigners,  particularly  where  their 
merit  was  so  eminent  as  that  of  the  Ger- 
man Legion,  and  who  could  doubt  that 
merit?  He  himi^elf  had  the  honour  of 
commanding  a  German  corps,  namely,  the 
First  Hussars,  which  had  done  moro'than 
any  other  corps  on  the  continent,  and  a 
more  gallant  or  more  effective  body  of 
iaeii  ht  bad  never  met  with.    The  con- 
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duct  of  the  German  corps  too  onder  the 
direction  of  colonel  Bock  at  Salamanea^ 
was  the  subject  of  universal  praise,  and  in 
the  quarter  master  general's  department, 
he  knew  some  German  officers  who,  he 
thought,  ought  to  be  preferred  to  BHdah 
officers*  Besides  great  clearness  end  dili* 
gence,  many  of  them  possessed  advantages 
acquired  before  the  war  in  the  peninsula, 
and  had  enjoyed  peculiar  opportonities  for 
qualifying  themselves  for  the  respective 
situations  they  occupied.  Under  all  thoae 
circumstances,  he  thought  the  House 
should  express  the  sense  they  entertained 
of  the  services  of  the  German  Legion,  in- 
stead of  cavilling  at  the  meaning  of  the 
words  in  the  Order.  The  hon.  offiter  con- 
eluded  with  asking  pardon  of  the  Hoose 
for  trespassing  upon  its  attention  ;  but  be 
felt  it  due  to  truth  and  justice  to  bear  his 
testimony  to  the  conduct  of  a  too  often  - 
misrepresented  although  highly  merito* 
rious  corps. 

Lord  Milton^  in  reply  to  an  observatton 
firom  the  gallant  officer,  which  observation 
seemed  peculiarly  addressed  to  him.thought 
It  necessary  to  state  that  his  reason  for  de- 
precating the  grant  of  a  military  command 
to  any  foreigners  at  home,  although  such 
foreigners  as  the  gallant  officer  mentioned 
were  invested  with  high  command  abroad, 
was  simply  this :  that  in  the  one  case  the 
command  was  in  Portugal,  while  in  the 
other  it  was  in  England,  where,  according 
to  the  constitutional  precept  and  esta- 
blished policy,  foreigners  were  excluded 
from  any  such  authority. 

Mr.  Canning  professed  that  his  mind  was 
inexpressibly  relieved  by  the  explanation 
which  the  noble  Secretary  at  War  had 
given  of  an  Order,  which,  until  that  hour, 
he  certainly  understood,  in  common  with 
the  noble  mover  and  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite,  in  common  with  the  pnb- 
ufc,  and,  as  it  now  appeared,  in  common 
even  with  one  of  the  gallant  leaders  of  tbet 
army  with  which  the  German  Legion  was 
immediately  connected,  to  import  no  less 
than  the  communication  of  permanent 
rank  to  the  officers  of  that  Legion,  in  the 
sense  itt  which  that  term  was  usually  in- 
terpreted in  the  British  army.  The  im- 
port of  that  Order  seemed  to  have  been 
nothing  less  than  permanent  rank  to  the 
officers  of  the  German  Legion.  He  aratt 
say  again,  that  his  mind  was  ieekpressiMy 
relieved  by  that  explanation,  bccanie  k 
proved,  that  in  fact,  the  law  and  the  con- 
stitution had  not  been  violated*  It  gaire 
him  grea«  satisfiMCien  to  learn  tint  liim 
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Order  in  qiiealkm  wu  so  ioeffectiTe  ss  the 
Bokle  lord  bad  described  it  to  he,  for 
whatever  might  be  his  seofte  of  the  merit 
of  the  troops  to  which  it  referred,  no 
earthly  consideration  coald  have  induced 
him,  as  a  member  of  that  House,  acting 
upon  constitutional  principles,  to  hare 
lent  his  sanction  to  such  a  measure,  had  it 
possessed  the  character  which  he  and  the 
country  had  erroneously  attributed  to  it. 
To  all  that  had  been  said  of  the  senrices 
ef  the  braTe  German  troops  he  most 
heartily  subscribed;  and  if  any  question 
had  arisen  with  rrapect  to  their  merits, 
the  House  must  feel  that  the  gallant  and 
generous  testimony  just  borne  to  those 
merits  by  a  kindred  spirit,  would  hare 
been  conclusiTe  on  the  subject  Unques* 
Uonably,  the  utmost  deference  was  due  to 
the  representations  of  that  gallant  general, 
but  it  was  no  disparagement  to  him  who 
had  spoken  so  much  to  their  credit  and  his 
own,  to  say,  that  while  that  hon.  officer 
looked  at  the  question  with  a  military 
ejire,  it  became  the  House  to  consider  it 
with  a  view  to  its  bearing  on  the  consti- 
tution. While  he  cordially  concurred  in 
all  that  bad  been  said,  aod  in  all  that  could 
be  added  in  praise  of  the  German  troops, 
be  could  not  let  his  feelings,  or  the  con- 
sideration of  the  existing  crisis,  so  far 
overpower  bis  duty  to  his  country  as  to 
forget  (as  he  thought  the  noble  Secretary 
at  War  seemed  at  one  time  to  foreet),  that 
it  was  necessity  alone  that  justified  their 
eraployroent  Although  no  man»  ratio- 
nally considering  the  circumstances  of  the 
times,  could  object  to  their  employment, 
yet  it  ought  always  to  be  remembered, 
that  to  employ  them  was  the  exception 
aod  not  the  general  rule.  Looking,  there- 
fore, at  the  Order  as  it  had  been  generally 
undefstood«-»as  it  had  been  understood  by 
the  public  as  well  as  by  himself—- an  un- 
denAandiug,  he  must  observe,  mainly  sup- 
ported by  the  commenu  with  which  •  it 
irat  accompanied  at  the  time  the  Order 
wafTfssu^  in  phblications,  which,  though 
certainly  not  authorised,  were  widely  cir- 
eulated--an  umlersUnding,  of  which  the 
report  of  that  night's  debate  would  con- 
vey to  the  country  the  first  contradiction- 
he  must  say,  that  it  would  have  involved  a 
principle  from  which  it  would  have  been 
imperative  on  him  utterly  to  dissent.  Nor 
WM  it  surprising  then,  tliat  this  Order,  ap- 
parently identifying  foreigners  with  our 
own  army,  should  have  excited  conside- 
nble  astonishment.  Nay,  remembering 
the  constitution  in  its  purest  state^  even  a 


considerable  degree  of  jealousy^  would 
have  been  excusable.  In  the  best  and 
earliest  times  of  our  renovated  constitution 
—in  the  reign  of  that  hero  to  whom  we 
were  indebted  for  that  constitution — in  the 
case  of  the  very  troops  which  bad  been 
called  in  to  secure  the  establishment  of  that 
constitution^n  the  case  of  the  Dutch 
troops  in  the  service  of  king  William,  al- 
though that  great  sovereign  and  bene- 
factor of  the  country  descended  almost  to 
supplicate  on  his  knees  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  allow  him  to  retain  his  own 
guards,  they  would  not  permit  it  as  soon 
as  the  necessity  for  their  presence  ceased 
to  exist  Calling  all  this  to  mind,  he  could 
not  consider  apprehensions  upon  such  a 
subject  altogether  groundless ;  and  he  was 
convinced  that,  not  witb  an  unwise  and  un- 
precedented zeal,  but  in  the  spirit  that  had 
thus  grown  up  with  the  constitution  itself, 
it  would  have  behoved  every  man  in  that 
House  to  look  at  the  Order  in  question, 
had  its  purport  been  such,  as  until  that 
night  it  bad  universally  been  supposed  to 
be.  Although  be  certainly  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  paying  the  noble  lord  who 
had  made  the  present  motion  many  com- 
pliments, he  could  by  no  means  indulge  in 
any  sneer  against  biro,  for  having  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament  a 
document  so  enigmatical,  as  even  to  de- 
ceive tbe  companion  in  arms  of  those  to 
whom  it  related.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thought  the  noble  lord  was  in  the  present 
instance  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
House  and  the  country,  for  having  pro- 
duced tbe  explanation  which  had  been 
afibrded  by  the  noble  Secretary  at  War, 
and  for  having  thus  put  him  (Mr.  Canning) 
in  a  situation  which  permitted  him,  in- 
stead of  supporting  tbe  noble  lord's  mo* 
tion,  to  pay  him  a  compliment,  and  vote 
against  it. 

Lord  Folkestone  rose  in  reply.  He  said 
that  if  he  was  pleased  at  s6me  things 
which  he  had  heard  that  night,  he  was 
beyond  measure  ashamed  at  other  things 
wliich  he  had  heard.  When  he  had  seen 
our  young  men  and  officers  adopting 
German  dresses,  and  Germanising  tbem« 
selves  as  much  as  possible,  undertakidg 
every  thing  German;  and  so  attached  to 
the  nishion  of  the  day  as  in  deference  to 
it  to  cast  off  every  thing  English,  he  felt 
disgust  at  it;  but  when  he  now  heard  the 
German  soldiers  preferred  to  the  British 
from  a  high  authority,  he  felt  the  greatest 
pain.  When  a  gallant  general  said  thai 
they  were  better  than  the  Britisb-7* 
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Genefa)  Stewart  ro8#  to  order«  and  aaid, 
he  had  nevfr  m^de  sqch  an  asaertioa.  He 
had  only  spoken  of  one  corp^t  tbe  fiist 
Httsaars,  wfeuom  be  stated  as  the  admiraticui 
•f  the  army. 

Lerd  Folkcttme  coniinoed.  He  under** 
aleod  him  distinotly  to  have  spoken  of 
other  military  departments  also,  in  n^icb 
he  bad  given  the  i^efereiice  to  the  Ger- 
mans. The  c<m>Umeat  to  the  Germans 
he  considered  ratW  extravagant ;  but  the 
gaUanI  genei^l  having  denied  the  words 
ioiputed  to  him,  he  sboMid  reiinqvish  thai 
topic,  and  proceed  lo  advert  to  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Seoreti^ry  at  War,  who  had 
taken  occasion  this  nigU  to  reply  \q  states 
menu  and  argaments  which  be  had 
brought  before  the  last  parliament,  Bat 
tbe  reply  of  the  noble  Secretary  he  felt  to 
be  quite  ineffective,  firsl.,  ^«  to  ibe  stat«^ 
mem  that  baron  tinsUigen  oomenanded 
the  eastern  district;  he  maintaiiied  that 
il  was  correctly  true,  that  this  baron,  as 
oommaeder  of  the  district,  ordered  ent  the 
iparrisoo  of  Ipswich  (among  which  garr 
rison  wete  some  English  militia),  in  order 
to  reytew  it,  and  that  be  bad  done  sevetal 
other  acts  in  the  quality  of  commander  ef 
the  district*  But  baron  Linsiogen  was 
not  the  only  foreign  oficer  in  such  a  situar 
tion,  ior  there  were  in  fact  four  or  five 
other  foseigners  invested  with  smcb  com- 
mands, llitts  was  /the  Act  of  Settlement 
outraged ;  hot  it  had  become  a  habit  with 
certaio  persons  to  treat  acts  of  parliament 
with  evasion  and  indifference,  as  in  the 
preieht  instance,  where  though  the  law 
expressly  pobibited  such  employment  of 
these  foreign  officers,  and  stated  that  tkmy 
Vrere  only  to  be  allowed  eomroands  in  their 
o«m  particular  corps,  "  inasmnch  as  they 
could  best  drill  them,  from  being  ac- 
^ainted  with  their  language  and  man* 
ners,''  yet  not  the  slightest  regard  was  peid 
to  this  wholesome  constitutional  proTif  ion. 
Accordii^  to  the  act  originally  consti* 
ittttng  the  Qetman  legion,  the  ground 
rileged  ior  appointing  German  officers, 
was,  that  firom  their  acquaintance  with  the 
Germasi  language  and  manners  they  wem 
best  fitted  to  disoipHne  and  command  such 
CMtm;  but  whatgropnd  of  utility  or  ex- 
pediency oDold  be  alleged  for  appointing 
sach  ameers  to  eonuband  in  this  British 
army  i  Her^  the  Act  of  Settlement  was 
violated  withm^  any  thing  like  a  plea ; 
bnt  so  were  edier  acta  also.  For  example, 
acoerding  to  the  act  relating  to  the  con* 
•liMtMMi  of  the  jK)th  regioKxt,  not  one  of 
that  coi^  vras  evar  t^  servo  out  of  Afne» 
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rica.  Yet  the  prescription  of  the  aoi  hM 
been  wholly  overlooked.  In  fact,  pne 
battalion  of  this  regiment  was  now  serving 
in  the  peninsula.  He  did  not  mean  |o 
find  fault  with  such  employment  of  that 
battalion,  but  with  the  manner  of  sending 
it  out.  He  elected  to  the  viplation  ^ 
the  law.  Why  was  liot  application  niade 
to  parliament  tQ  repeal  the  law,  if  fqunfl 
pl^ei^ion^le,  ipsteed  of  acUns  d^irectly  in 
its  teeth-x^instead  of  tipeating  the  lawi  and 
consequently  the  leaisUtiure^  with  four 
tempt?  No  man  would o^jept  to  snch  em* 
ployment  of  them,  if  ministefs»  instead  of 
breaking  an  act  of  parliaa^nt,  iw>ukl 
come  t»  parliament  tM  point  out  the 
necessity  of  sncb  a  change  of  destine- 
tioot  F^rliamont  would,  no  doubt,,  attend 
to  anv  application  to  remove  an  exo^P'r 
tlonable  law;*-*-bttt  it  seeme4  too  much 
trouble  to  pay  due  respect  to  parliament. 
It  was  a  shorter  co^r9^  to  do  as  men 
pleased  themselves,  than  ^  cpnsuUotben, 
and  particularly  a  superior  anthority. 
The  SecreUry  at  War  appeared  fonder  of 
looking  over  >be  map  ^  £iurepe  than  the 
Act  of  Set^enient,  or  the  constitntion,  but 
the  latter  vj^ere  in  bis  opinion  fully  as  do« 
snrving  of  attention  as  the  foraier.  How 
great  had  been  tbe  tfoUcitnde  of  parli%r 
ment  to  render  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  settlement  effiictive.  Not  only  at  tbe 
Bevolutien  did  our  ancestors  refnse  to  allow 
Dutch  troops  to  stay  in  this  country,  bui 
on  the  accession  of  the  House  of  HaiMwer, 
there  was  an  act  in  the  very  fifst  year, 
which  bad  directly  in  its  contemplation 
the  employment  of  Hanoverian  t^^oppa 
It  was  against  this  very  description  of  foece, 
that  our  ancestors  sh^ewed  a  constitntiooet 
jealousy  at  ihe  time  of  passing  the  Aot  of 
fikcttlement.  Even  in  the  vei|^  of  GeArge 
1st  this  jealousy  bad  net  subsided,  bnt 
statutes  were  passed  to  guard  against  the 
appointment  of  imy  foreigner  to  any 
place  civil  or  military,  >in  this  country : 
and  making  that  prorision  a  snec& 
clause  even  in  every  mtumli^atioft  JKiy.. 

With  mspect  to  tb«  challenge  of  ihe 
gallant  officer  to  look  to  the  Gaaettes,  in 
order  to  ascertain  tbe  achievements  of  tbe 
German  Legion,  he  bad  taken  occa»en  to 
review  tiiose  Gaficettes,  beoause  !a  similar 
desire  had  been  before,  expressed  to  hiu| 
by  others,  and  he  was  happy  to  find  that 
ia  g}ory,  as  it  appe^ared  from  the  leaae<^ 
the  British  anpy  was  not  inferior,  com- 
pared with  those  highlypapfdauded,  these 
paitienkrlyrfisvouredforeignem.  For  what 
was  the  comparison  ?  Why»lei4haiUonae 
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and  the  country  judge  from  A  few  hi- 
stAnces.  The  day  preceding  the  battle  of 
Tftlavera,  six  battaUonft  of  infiititry  and 
one  regiment  of  catalry  belonging  lo  the 
^rman  Legion*  h>^  in  killed  and  wounded 
125;  two  battalions  of  the  87  th  regi* 
ment,  ditto^  ditto  164.— Battle  cf  Busa90 : 
Four  battalions  and  two  detachments  of 
the  German  Legion Jost  &c.  59 ;  one  bat- 
talion  of  the  45th  regiment  137;  one 
dhto  of  the  88th  regiment  1 SS.— Attaolt 
ofCiuKhdRodrigo:  Total  Bl^Hlsh  Iom  «2ff; 
German  ditio  O.-^ftpture  ef  Bttdajoe  t 
British  lots  in  killed  and  w6mided  S070 ; 
German  loss  O.-^Battle  of  Albnera :  Tw« 
battalions  of  the  German  Legion,  lost  &c. 
104;  tw«  ditto  of  the  7th  redment  of 
rafontry  682;  one  ditto  of  the  Isth  ditto, 
^tto  27S ;  one  ditto  of  the  29th  ditto,  ditto 
525.— Battle  of  Sal&nHinca:  Five  bat- 
talions of  the  German  Legibn  96 ;  one 
ditto,  Sd  of  1st  foot  160;  one  ditto,  1st  of 
Tth]95;  11th  841;  58ih  143  ;  6lst  366. 
—Upon  this  reyiew  the  country  might  de- 
cide Which  description  of  force  emrunnter- 
ed  most  dwiger,  suffered  most  loss,  gained 
most  glory,  or  was  entitled  to  most  praise. 
To  tome  persons  he  knew  it  would  be  ab- 
surd to  appeal.  From  those  who  pMd 
more  regard  to  their  bwn  will  than  to  law 
or  reason;  firom  those  who  conld  otiginfite 
nn  Order  apparently  designed,  and  since  it 
was  isstted  he  would  undertake  to  say  no- 
torionsly  conceired,  to  intoWe  a  direct 
violation  of  law,  he  coald  not  expect  due 
attention.  Bat  he  looked  to  the  members 
of  that  House,  who  rnitft  fcel,  that  what- 
ever difference  of  opinion  might  prevail 
upon  fsneral  questions,  the  explanation  of 
thb  extraordinary  Order  was  calculated 
to  do  good--«id  be  hoped  that  that  ex* 

J>lanatfon  would  be  rendi^red  effbctive 
or  the  satiefkction  of  the  army  and  the 
pobHe.  With  this  view,  he  suggested 
tbat  the  ex^nation  of  that  tiight  ought 
to  be  i^ut  Into  an  official  shape,  and 
promulgated,  in  order  to  do  aWay  the  ge- 
neral nisUk^erstanding,  and  he  w6uld 
itdd,  the  general  discontent  to  which  the 
OWer  under  tiiscussion  had  given  birth. 
Arfaaps  the  manner  in  which  the  debates 
of  that  HoiM  ft>und  thehr  wky  to  the  t)Ub- 
Kc,  ittight  be  deemed  sbfficieut  to  gite  all 
desiti&ble  p^ibtlcfty  to  the  explanation ;  but 
lie  thoorgbt  it  Would  be  more  satisfactory, 
especially  to  the  army,  to  adopt  the  couree 
lie  had  suggested.  The  noble  lord  con- 
cluded IHth  asking  the  Secretary  at  War, 
to  say  ufion  what  authority  he  learned  that 
^he  German  i>fiScen  miderstood  the  Order 
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as  he  had  this  night  explained  it  u»  the 
House? 

Lord  Fntmeriton  answered  open  the  au- 
thority of  general  I>ektn,  wao  was  the 
senier  Geroan  officer  in  this  country.  He 
also  in  explanation  contended  that  he  had 
not  expressed  any  contempt  of  the  Act  of 
Settlement.  The  command  was  tempo* 
rary,  and  was  founded  on  the  Article  of 
War,  applicable  to  the  German  Legion, 
by  which  these  officers  took  precedence. 
He  also  saw  nothing  unconstitutional  la 
the  aMomption  of  the  command  of  a  di»« 
trict  by  baron  Linsti^en,  as  it  must  ha?e 
devolved  upon  him  in  the  absence  of  lord 
Chatham,  and  ivas  perfectly  agreeable  to 
the  Article  of  War  to  which  he  had  allud- 
ed. The  nobhe  lord  appeared  to  have  tow 
tallv  mistaken  the  nature  of  the  reference 
te  the  Gazettes  j  for  the  ^oper,  ahd  in 
feet,  the  onlv  way  to  make  the  reference 
was,  to  establish  a  feir  estimate  by  the 
comparison  of  nombers,  as  ei^aal  as  possi- 
ble, between  certain  proportions  or  corps 
of  the  British  army  and  the  German  Le* 
gten. 

Lerd  PoQtattm  maintained,  that  be  had 
feunded  his  esthnate  upon  that  very  com** 
parison  which  h^  was  charged  with  net 
haying  made. 

Mr.  C^ckmBMt  JohHsmu  wished  to  state> 
in  reference  to  what  had  been  said  of  the 
comparaUye  merits  of  Britiah  and  German 
officers,  that  Ave  of  the  generals  who  had 
received  thankk  fer  thei^  conduct  at  the 
battle  of  Baflamanea,  belonged  to  the  Ger* 
man  Legion. 

Mr.  H^brtad  asiured  the  House,  thai 
after  the  argnnfents  which  had  been  ad- 
yanced,  and  the  explanation  which  had 
been  given,  he  should  not  trouble  them  at 
any  letngth.  He  paid  a  comprmient  to  the 
generous  and  lit)eral  sentiments  expressed 
by  a  gallant  ge^fieral  (Stewart),  on  the  emiw 
nent  Mrvices  and  distinguished  bravery  of 
the  German  troops  employed  -in  Spain. 
The  mutual  enthusiasm  and  unlimiled 
con6dence  ejceited  in  the  officers  of  the 
army,  by  the  exploits  of  others  sefving 
with  thetn>  ought,  how^yer,  to  increase, 
instead  of  lessening  the  jealousy  with 
which  we  ought  to  guard  agafnM  the  ih<« 
corporation  of  foreign  troops  with  our  own* 
This  was  net  a  military  question,  nor  one 
in  which  we  were  to  appeal  to  the  sebtl- 
ments  of  the  army,  h  was  a  constitutional 
question,  on  which  the  nieml)ers  of  that 
Hott^  were  to  decide,  as  the  guardians  of 
the  rights  and  ciril  liberties  of  the  country. 
What  he  bad  risen  fori  w«ui  to  direct  the 
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attention  of  the  Hoose  to  a  circumstance 
which  had  not  been  noticed,  the  aflTectation 
which  80  geneirally  and  ridiculously  pre- 
Tailed  of  imitating  the  dress  of  foreign  sol- 
diers. All  characteristics  of  English  re- 
giments, especially  in  the  caralry,  were 
completely  obliterated.  From  the  known 
predilection  for  this  dress  in  a  certain  quar- 
ter, our  troops  were  so  Germanised  or 
Frenchi6ed  in  their  appearance,  (hat  the 
most  serious  consequences  were  to  be  ap- 
prehended. In  more  than  one  instance, 
this  mischievous  apish  imitation  had 
proved  fatal.  In  fact,  English  soldiers 
had  fallen,  and  English  officers  had  been 
taken  prisoners  in  consequence  of  mistak- 
ing a  corps  of  French  troops  for  our  own, 
and  in  the  retreat  from  Salamanca,  one  of 
our  officers  was  near  being  killed  by  order 
of  a  brother  officer,  who  supposed  him  to 
be  French.  Notwithstanding  the  seneral 
sense  entertained  on  this  subject  by  the 
army,  either  remonstrances  had  not  reach- 
ed the  source  from  which  the  remedy 
must  spring,  or  had  been  ineffectual ;  so 
far  had  taste  prevailed  ov^r  judgment. 
Whatever  might  be  our  admiration  of  fo- 
reign troops  employed  with  our  own, 
there  was  surely  no  need  to  confound  the 
two  services  together ;  each  might  retain 
a  distinct  uniform  and  independent  cha- 
racter of  its  own.  He  coula  not  abstain 
from  expressing  his  concern  at  the  conclu* 
sion  of  the  speech  of  a  riffht  bon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Canning),  who  after  the  strongest 
and  most  pointed  arguments  in  favour  of 
the  propriety  ^f  the  motion,  expressed  in 
lanffuage  which  only  that  gentleman 
could  command,  bad  detlared  his  inten- 
tion of  voting  against  it.  This  conduct  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  was,  however, 
nothing  new  :  he  bad  been  a  good  deal  in 
the  habits  of  speaking  on  one  side  of  the 
question,  and  giving  his  vote  on  the  other; 
nor  should  he,  after  that  night,  ever  think 
himself  entitled  to  calculate  upon  his  sup- 
port in  a  division  from  the  arguments  he 
might  have  made  use  of  in  the  course  of 
the  debate. 

The  original  motion  was  then  negatived 
without  a  division.  The  other  motions  of 
lord  Folkestone  were  then  agreed  to  as 
follows :  U  "  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  a  Return  of  the  number  of  fo- 
reign officers  and  soldiers  serving  in  Bri- 
tish regiments,  distinguishing  the  officers 
from  the  soldiers,  and  specifying  the  regi- 
ments in  which  they  are  serving*  2.  A 
Return  of  the  number  of  foreigners  having 
Staff  appointments  at  home,  specifying  the 
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nature  of  the  appointments,  and  the  dates 
thereof.  3.  A  Return  of  the  number  of  offi- 
cers belonging  to  the  60th  regiment  of  foot 
having  sti^  appointments  at  home,  speci- 
fyinethe  nature  of  the  appointments  and 
the  dates  thereof.''   ' 


HOUSE  OF  CpMMONS. 
Friday,  December  1 1. 

Stamford  Election-— Petition  of  Mm« 
Noil  and  otheks.]  A  Petition  of  Ge- 
rard Noel  Noel  esq.  William  John  TaUm, 
of  the  borough  of  Stamford,  and  William 
Lowe  Peake,  of  the  said  borough,  butcher, 
was  read;  setting  forth, 

"  That,  at  the  last  election  for  the  said 
borough  held  on  the  6tb,  7th,  8th,  and 
9th  of  October  last,  the  petitioner  Gerard 
Noel  Noel,  together  with  lord  Henniker 
and  Evan  Fouikes,  attorney  at  law,  were 
candidates,  and  the  petitioners  W.  J. 
Tatam,  and  W.  L.  Peake,  had  a  right  to 
vote  at  such  election;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner G.  N.  Noel  was  injured  in  his  said 
election,  and  the  other  petitioners  in  their 
right  of  votin^^  at  the  same,  by  reason  that 
the  said  election  was  not  held  in  the  osual 
place  in  which,  from  time  whereof  the  me- ' 
mory  of  man  is  not  to  the  contrarjr,  the 
election  of  burgesses  to  represent  the  said 
borough  in  parliament  have  accustomed 
to  be  held,  notwithstanding  the  place  used 
for  holding  the  election  was  objected  to 
by  the  petitioner  G.  N.  Noel,  and  by  rea* 
son  that  the  person  who  was  appointed  by 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Belgrave,  the  nnyor  of  the 
said  borough,  and  returning  oflScer  at  the 
said  election,  on  the  1st,  2d,  and  Sd  daprs 
of  the  election,  to  be  his  assesaor,  viz. 
James  Torkington  esq.  barrister  at  law, 
and  which  assessor  or  assistant  was  conti- 
nued in  the  same  employment  by  Mr, 
Henry  Parker  West, the  succeeding  mayor 
of  the  said  borough,  and  returning  officer 
for  the  said  election,  on  the  4th  and  last 
day  of  the  s^d  election,  was  not  appoint- 
ed with  the  approbation  of  the  petitioner 
G.  N.  Noel,  and  did  manifestly  discover 
partiality  in  favour  of  the  said  lord  Henni- 
ker and  Evan  Fouikes,  in  his  decisions  oa 
the  votes  taken ;  and  by  reason  that  James 
Tomlinson,  who  was  the  sworn  clerk  to 
take  the  poll  at  the  said  election,  did  no« 
toriou9ly  alter  one  of  the  rates  of  the  parish 
of  Saint  Mary,  in  the  said  borough,  after 
the  same  bad  been  signed  by  the  magis- 
trates, thereby  to  impose  upon  the  return- 
iug  officer,  and  to  enable  one  Robert 
Miller  to  vote,  and  thereby  to  promote  the 
2 
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tUtt\bi\  of  ttie  s&id  tdrd  iteBiiiker  and 
£^^h  Foulkes ;  and  thai  tbe  nara^  of  the 
Hght  hdfi.  lord  Bro^nld^r,  the  lord  Heute* 
Ittaht  6f  Liilcofri,  and  a  pe€r  and  member 
of  the  Lbrd^  House  of  pMlament,  was 
il^ad^  lise  of  id  influence  the  votes  of  elec- 
fbrs  at  this  election,  in  favour  of  tbe  said 
lord  Renniker  and  fivaii  t^alkes ;  and 
^at  the  petitfoners  Vf.  i.  Taiam  and  W. 
L.  Peake^  did  severally  tender  their  votes 
dt  the  said  election  for  (he  said  G.  N. 
l^oel,  (that  is  t6  say],  both  of  them  on  tbe 
3d  day  of  the  said  poIl>  and  were  unjustly 
hittdered  from  polling,  and  refused  to  be 
i^c^ited  on  eh^  poll,  by  thq^^aid  J,  BeU 
ffr&ve,  and  J.  Torkington;  and  that  other 
leg&l  votes  tendered  for  (He  said  G^  N. 
Koel  Wete  rejected^  and  other  persons  not 
legally  entitled  |o  voie,  were  admitted  to 
Vote;  tod  thatsundry  voters  were  induced 
by  threats^  and  other  corrupt  means,  to 
TOte  against  the  petitioner  G.  N.  Noel, 
who  Inight  otherwise  have  been  at  the 
bead  of  the  poll ;  and  praying  the  House 
to  take  th€  premises  into  consideration/' 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
oli  Uie  2Sd  of  I^ebruary. 

Bai^tOL  fitBCTION— PETITION   OF  Mr, 

HowT  AND  OTHERS.]  A  Petition  of  Henry 
Haht,  of  Rowfant  House,  in  the  cot^nty  of 
^sses^,  OM.,  William  Pimm,  of  Bristol, 
aalesfilan,  Thomas  Pimm,  currier,  William 
We^h,  clothier,  and  Thomas  Gammage, 
Cabifiet-inaker,  was  read ;  setting  forth, 

*'fbat  the  petitioners  W.  Pimm,  t. 
fitntA,  W.  Weetcb,'and  T.  Gammage, 
m^w  are,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  last  elec- 
tloo  Were  eledtors  of  tbe  said  city,  and 
ol&iiti  to  have  a  right  to  vote,  and  did  vote 
al  tbe  told  election ;  and,  at  the  said  elec* 
fidO,  the  petitioner  H.  Hunt,  together  with 
Sfed^ard  mrtl)avit  esq.  IBdward  I^rotheroe 
iiq.  and  sir  S^maelJRomilly  knight,  were 
liUididates  to  represent  the  said  city  in  this 

rsttkt  parliament ;  and  that  the  said  R. 
Davis  esq.  and  Edward  Pr6tberoe  esq. 
^tbems^lVes,  their  agents,  friends,  mana- 
AA,  committees,  partizans,  and  others  on 
Eli  aild  their  behalf,  pr|i^ioas  to  and  at  the 
Ml  elecdob,  were  guilty  of  grofst  and  no- 
U>ri6o8  bribery  and  corruption,  and,  at 
abd  during  the  said  election,  and  pre^ous 
Aet«to,  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and  tho  said 
S.  Protbetoe;  by  themselves,  their  agenta, 
Itc.  did  coirupt  and  procure  divers  per- 
•OQS,  as  well  tnose  who  were  qualified  to 
Vote,  as  those  who  claimed  or  pretended  to 
have  a  rigKi  to  vote  at  the  said  election,  to 
give  tbeii*  votes  for  thelh^  the  said  R.  H. 
(VOL.  ItXIV-) 
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l^vis  and  E.  Protheroe  esquires ;  and  di(i 
also,  by  gifts  and  rewards,  and  promises, 
agreements,  and  securititib  for  gifts  and 
rewards,  corrupt  and  procure  divers  other 
persons,  being  qualified  to  vote  at  the  said 
election,  to  refiise  and  forbear  to  give 
their  votes  at  tbe  same  for  the  petitioner 
the  said  H.  Hunt,  or  tbe  other  candidate, 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  statutes  enacted 
for  the  prevention  of  bribery  and  cormp- 
tion ;  and  that  the  said  R.  H.  I>avis  and 
£.  Pirotheroe,  by  themselves,  their  agents, 
&c,  were  guilty  of  the  most  flagrant  and 
notorious  acts  of  intimidation,  thereby 
basely  and  unlawfully  procuring,  by 
threats,  divers  other  persons,  being  quali- 
fied to  vote  at  the  said  election,  through 
the  fear  of  being  petvecuted,  ruined,  im- 
prisoned, and  otherwise  ill  used  and  pu- 
nished, to  forbear,  to  give  their  votes  for 
the  petitioner  tbe  said  H.  Hunt,  or  tho 
other  candidate  in  violation  of  tbe  rights 
of  the  electors,  the  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  freedom  of  election ;  and 
that  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and  £•  Protheroe, 
by  themselves,  their  agents,  &c  after  the 
teste  of  the  writ  for  the  said  election,  and 
before  the  election  of  the  said  R*  H.  Davit 
and  £.  Protheroe,  did  give,  present,  and 
allow  to  divers  persons  who  had  votes,  or 
claimed  (h*  pretended  to  have  a  right  to 
vote  at  such  election,  moaejr^  &c»  in  order 
to  their  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and  E.  Pro« 
theroe  l>eing  elected,  and 'to  procure  them 
to  l>e  returned  for  the  said  city  in  yiolatioit 
of  the  standing  order  and  regulations  of 
the  House,  and  in  defiance  of  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  the  realm  enacted  for  the  pre* 
venting  charge  and  expence  in  tbe  ^lec* 
tion  ^f  members  to  serve  in  parliament  9 
and  that  a  large  body  of  military,  con^isu 
ing  of  the  Middlesex  militia,'  were  quar- 
tered within  two  miles  of  the  said  city, 
many  of  whom  were  actually  stationed 
within  the  walls  of  the  said  city  during 
the  whole  of  the  said  election ;  ^nd  that 
col.  Oore,  commandaat^f  the  Bristol  vo« 
lunteersi  gave  orders  ttre  day  l>efore  the 
election  commenced,  to  have  two  piecee 
of  brass  ordnance  six  pounders  removed 
from  the  Grove,  where  they  had  been  kept 
for  tbe  last  two  years,  and  had  them  placed 
upon  the  Exchange,  where  they  remained 
during  the  whole  of  the  said  election,  tp 
the  terror  of  the  electors  and  peaceable 
inhabilanu  of  tbe  said  city,  regardless  of. 
the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  contrary: 
to  the  statute  of  the  (»tb  of  Geo.  2,  c.  SO,^ 
in  that  case  made  and  provided ;  and  thkt 
a  great  number  of  freemen  wer«  employ- 
(T) 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S75]    HOUSE  QF  COMMONS^ 

ed  by  the  said  R.  H.  Davis  and  E.  Pro- 
ther6e>  or  their  agents,  &c.  &c.  undar  the 
denomination  of  bludgeonmeh  or  pretend- 
ed constables ;  and  that  various  sums  of 
money,  were  paid  by  the  said  R.  H.  Davfs 
and  £.  Protheroe^  or  by  the  agents,  com- 
'mittees,  friends,  managers,  or  others  on 
their  behalf,  to  influence  such  of  them  as 
were  entitled  to  vote,  or  pretended  to  have 
a  right  to  vote  at  the  said  election,  and  to 
induced  them  to  give  their  votes  for  the  said 
R.  H.  Davis  and  £.  Protheroe  esquires ; 
and  that  the  poll  was  closed  by  thesherifTs, 
the  returning  officers,  two  days  sooner  than 
by  lavr  directed,  notwithstanding  the  peti- 
tioner, the  said  H.  Hunt,  openly  protested 
against  it,  several  freemen  at  that  time 
having  ofiered  to  poll  for  the  said  H. 
Hunt,  which  votes  were  refused  to  be 
,  taken  and  entered  on  the  poll,  and  not- 
withstanding the  sherifis  were  publicly  in- 
formed thati)aany  other  voters  were  on  the 
road«  who  were  coming  with  the  intent  to 
poll  at  the  said  election ;  and  praying,  that 
the  House  will  take  the  premises  into  their 
most  seriobs  consideration,  and  that  the 
election  and  return  of  the  said  R/H.  Davis 
esq.  and  £.  Protheroe  esquire,  may  be  de- 
clared to  be  null  and  void." 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  Zoih  of  February. 

Malt-Duty  Bill.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  .for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill, 

/  Mr.  W.  Dundas'Tose  on  the  part  of  the 
maltsters  of  Scotland,  from  whom  he  had 
received  such  a  representation  as  urged 
him>  from  a  strong  sense  of  duty,  to  call 
iti4  attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject. 
It  appeared  to  him,  indeed,  that  if  the  li- 
mitation fixed  in  the  measure  before  the 
Houfli^e  were  insisted  upon,  there  would  be 
no  malting  in  Scotland,  and  of  course 
there  would  be  no  duty.  According  to 
the  act  of  last  year,  the  time  allowed  for 
steeping  barley  w^  settled  at  55  hours; 
but  this  being  found  quite  insufficient  for 
tTie  maltsters  of  Yor*kshire  and  the  rtarthern 
counties,  this  Bill  was  introduced  to  cor- 
rect that  mistake,  and  to  extend  the  time 
to  65  hours,  because  from  the  comparative 
inferiority  of  the  barley  in  these  districts, 
sticb  extension  was  found  absolutely  ne- 
<fe8sary.  Now  what  he  had  to  require  on 
the  part  of  his  countrymen  was,  thataa  they 
wjire  still  more  northerly,  and  their  barley 
Jtill  inferior  from  the  inferiority  of  the 
•oil,  a  ^till  farther  extension  might  bt 
^^ntid  to  them.     The  reason  assigned 
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for  tbis  limitation  of  the  time  in  steeping 
barley,'  was  avowedly  to  prevent  frauds 
upon  the  revenue ;  but  as  no  sucb.  frauds 
could  be  charged  on  the  Scotch  maltster^ 
by  whom  none  such  had  been  committed, 
the  excise  of  last  year  having  been  un* 
usOally  productive,  amounting  indeed  to 
130,000/.  that  reason  could  not  be  pressed 
against  them«  For  them,  therefore,  he 
felt  himself  justified  in  urging  a  claim  of 
ezteiision  to  75  hours,  which  extension 
they  deemed  indispensibly  necessary  to 
carry  on  their  trade.  He  was  sorry  to 
find  that  this  appeal  and  that  of  his  frieods 
in  Scotland,  to  his  friend  (Mr.  Wharton,) 
had  been  found  totally  unarailing.  Yet 
when  the  Scotch  maluters  laid  their  case 
before  the  commissioners  of  excise  in 
Scotland,  between  whom  and  them  there 
was,  as  in  such  relations  generally,  a  na« 
tural  antipathy,  the  cominissioners  were 
so  struck  by  the  grievance  to  which  the 
maluters  were  subjected,  that  they  allowed 
an  extension  of  the  time  for  steeping  malt, 
to  80  hours.  This  allowance  was  made  in 
October,  1812;  but  upon  reference  to  bis 
bon.  friend,  the  boon  was  ordered  to  be 
revoked.  All  he  asked  then,  if  it  was  not 
wished  to  extinguish  the  Scotch  maltsters, 
and  so  to  injure  both  agriculture  and  the 
revenue,  was,  that  the  very  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  Scotch  maltsters 
were  placed  should  be  reconsidered—at 
all  events,  that  provision  should  be  made 
inthe  Bill,  investing  the  commissioners  of 
the  excise  in  Scotland,  or  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury  in  England,  with  a 
discretionary  power  to  grant  the  exten* 
sion  of  time  required  by  the  Scotch 
maltsters  if  they  should  succeed  in  making 
out  a  case  worthy  of  such  extension. 

Mr.  LasceUes,  on  the  part  of  the  malt- 
sters  of  Yorkshire,  protested  against  any 
disposition  to  commit  fraud,  in  requiring 
the  extension  of  tithe  proposed  to  be 
granted  by  this  Bill ;  these  maltsters  hav* 
ing,  indeed,  themselves  suggested  a  pe- 
nalty upon  fraud,  the  infliction  of  which 
must  nearly  produce  the  ruin  of  the 
guilty,  tie  was  glad,  therefore,  that  the 
application  of  his  constituents  had  been 
attended  to ;  but  if  the  object  of  that  ap- 
plication should  not,  upon  trial,  be  found 
fully  answered  by  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  he  should,  seeing  a  clause  in  the  Bill^ 
allowing  its  repeal  or  amendment  in  the 
course  of  the  session,  feel  himself  compe* 
tent  to  apply  for  a  futher  extension  of  time 
for  the  steeping  of  malt  in  Yorkshire. 

Mr.  Wharton  felt  confident,  that  the  ob- 
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tervations  of  his  right  hon.  friend  were 
totally  founded  in  mistake ;  '  ^hd  if  he 
conld  shew  that  the  premises  were  incoi< 
rect,  the  House  would  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate his  conclusions.  His  right  hon.  friend 
had  asserted  the  inferiority  of  the  barley 
used  by  maltsters  in  Scotland,  whereas,  in 
point  of  fact,  that  barley  was  generally  of 
the  very  finest  quality.    The  gl-ain  al- 
luded to  by  his  rignt  hon.  friend,  and  upon 
which  he  appeared  to  have  received  some 
information,  was  not  barley,  but  big;  and 
even  that  grain,  growing  upon  land  gene- 
rally let  at  from  8  to  10/.  an  acre,  could' 
not    be  set    down  as  so  inferior,  or  the 
growth  of  land  so  poor  in  quality,  as  his 
right  hon.  friend   had  stated.     But  his 
rifl^ht  hon.  friend  had  been  generally  mis- 
informed upon  this  subject,  although  re- 
ferring to  bis  native  country.    There  was 
no  doubt,  a  great  deal  of  poor  land  in 
Scotland,  which,  of  course,  would  grow 
poor  grain.    But  it  was  notorious,  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  barley  used  by  the 
Scotch  maltsters,  was  of  the  very    best 
quality,  being  the    growth    of  Norfolk. 
This  Norfolk  barley  was,  in  fact,  bought 
cheaper  in  Edinburgh,  than  in  London ; 
and  if  then  the  proposition  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  or  rather  the  petition  of  the  Scotch 
maltsters,  which  applied  for  an  extension 
of  100  hours,  were  acceded,  the  conse- 
quence would  be,  that  such  barley  might 
be   steeped  twice  within   the    time    re- 
quired.   Thus,  indeed,  the  revenue  might 
be  completely  defrauded,    put,  accordmg 
to  the  assertion  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
the  Scotch  maltsters    were  incapable  of 
fraud— according    to    him,  .truly,    they 
never,  had    any    such  disposition—there 
were  no  frauds  upon  the  revenue  in  Scot- 
land, whatever  might    occur  elsewhere. 
What,  however,  was  the  Ifact?  why,  that 
in  the  year  1809,  which  waitbe  last  to 
which  he  had  referred,  the  convjttions  for 
fraud, upon  the  excise  amounted  in  Eng- 
land to  but  1321,  while  in  Scotland  they 
exceeded  45ee  (a  general  laugh.)     Then 
as  to  100  hours,  apniied  for  by  the  Scotch 
petitioners,  he  undertook  to  assert,  that 
no  barley  in  nature  could  require  such  a 
period,  and  that  65  hours,  which  the  Bill 
proposed  to  grant,  were  amply  sufficient 
for  every  purpose  of  saturation.    If,  how- 
ever, the  contrary  should  be  the  case,  and 
a    ikrther  eztenslbn  of  time  should    be 
Ibund  necessary,  the  Bill  was  so  modelled 
as  to  leave  room  fdrspeedr  amendment, 
which  amendment  he  should  be  as  ready 
to  support  as  any  mad ;  bemg  at  all  times 


ready  rather  to  release  some  part  of  the 
system  necessary  to  check  frauds,  than 
to  wish  any  injury  or  undue  inconvenience 
to  the  fair  trade. 

Mr.  Dundas  asked,  whether  the  convict 
tion^  for  fraud  upon  the  excise  in  Scotland 
adverted  to  by  his  hon.  friend,  did  not 
relate  to  the  manufacture  of  whisky,  an^ 
not  to  malting  ? 
•  Mr.  Wharum  answered  in  the  negative., 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time.  . 


Motion  for  rescinding  Mr.  Van- 
sittart's  Resolution  respecting  Gold 
Coin,  j  Mr.  Lushington  appearing  at  the 
bar  to  present  a  Heport, 

Mr.  Wfdtbread  conceiving  the  Report 
about  to  be  presented  to  be  that  of  the 
Gold  Coin  Bill,  thought  proper,  before  it 
was  presented,  to  submit. a  motion  to  the 
House.  Having  failed  to  make  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ashamed  of  the  third  Resolution  inserted 
on  the  Journals  in  May  last,  declaring 
'*  That  the  promissory  notes  of  the  sai< 
company  have  hitherto  been,  and  are  at 
this.time,  held  in  public  estimation  to  be 
equivalent  to  the  legal  coin  of  the  realm, 
and  generally  accepted  as  such  in  all  pe- 
cuniary transactions  to  which  such  coin 
is  lawhilly  applicable,"  he  thought  it  ne-. 
cessary,  for  the  sake  of  truth  and  the  cha* 
racter  of  the  House,  to  propose  that  the 
resolution  should  be  rescinded,  which  pro- 
position he  would  submit  without  any  de- 
bate. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
as  the  hon.  member  expre^d  his  inten- 
tion to  propose  the  rescinding  of  the  Reso- 
lution alluded  to,  without  any  debate, 
he  should,  without  any  debate,  support 
it.  But  at  the  same  time  he  was  ready, 
upon  any  day  that  might  be  appointed, 
to  enter  fully  into  any  discussion  tipon 
this  Resolution,  and  to  justify  its  terms 
and  character. 

Mr.  Whitbread  declaring  his  desire  to 
take  the  sen^e  of  the  House  upon  this 
motion,  ' 

The  Hduse  accordingly  divided :  For  the 
motion  26  :  Against  it  6$  \  Majority  37. , 
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Abercramby,  Hon.  J. 
Bankes,  H. 
Bennet,  Hon.  H.  O. 
Creevey,  T. 
Calvert,  C. 
Canning,  Q. 
Fitzroy,  Lord  J. 
Foster,  F. 


Gumey,  Hudson 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Gorddo,  R. 
HamihoD,  Lord  A. 
Home,  W. 
|IuBkis8on,W^ 
Lubbock,  J. 
Mildmay,SirH. 
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OQtsromerv.  8ir  B.  Rancliffe,  Lord 

Macdooald,  J.  fiknift,  R. 

Worth,  D.  Smylh.J. 

Ptotheroe,  E.  Thornleo,  M. 

FWUipt^Q.  Wlutbmd,S. 

Gold  Coin  Bill.]    The  report  of  this 
Bill  being  brought  up, 

Mr.  Htiskisson  stated^  that  as  his  opi^ 
mpns  on  the  subject  then  before  the  House 
were  generally  known,  he  would  not  tire 
their  patience  by  going  at  great  1engt)i  into 
the  question,  in  reference  to  the  law  of  t^e 
land,  and  the  principles  of  jqstice.^  He  w{m 
disposed  to  think,  that,  out  of  the  walls  of 
that  House,  notwiths^tanding  the  ^sertionf  • 
of  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  ihe 
Exchequer,  they  would  not  be  able  to  find 
anyone  person  who  v?ould  agree  in  the  Re- 
solution which  they  Itad  just  affirmed,  s^nv 
more  than  they  copldi  in  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness  of  life,  procure  a  guinea ;  all  that  de- 
scription of  coin  haying  completely  d^sa'p- 
peared.  If  any  person  could  doubt  that  tb^ r^ 
'  was  a  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency, 
he  knew  no  better  mode  to  convince  him 
of  the  fact,  than  by  drawing  his  atte|ition 
to  the  Bill  then  on  the  table.     His  right 
bon.  friend  had  argued,  that  the  paper 
could  not  be  depreciated,  if  three  condi- 
tions were  acceded  to  :  first,  that  the  coin 
of  (he  realm  should  pass  at  a  current  rate, 
to  be  fixed  by  the  sovereign  authority  of 
ihe  state;    second,    that  the  paper  cur- 
rency should  correspond  with  the  deno- 
nommation  of  the  coin..    These  two  prio- 
ciples  were  acted  upon  in  all  states.     The 
first  constituted  the  essence  of  money  ^ 
ihe  second  was  its  represents^tive.     But 
bis  right  hon.  ffiend  found  a  third  condi^ 
tion  necessary  to  prevent  the  depreciation 
of  this  representative,  and  which    they 
were  then  labouring  to  effect  by  this  law. 
To  render  the  current  coin  and  Bank 
piiper  equally  valuable,  a  penalty  must 
b^  inflicted  on  tho^e  who  disponed  of  the 
former  for  more  than  the  price  attached 
to  it  by  the  sovereign  authority,  or  wfap 
disposed  of  the  latter  for  less  thipi  its  no- 
fiainal  value ;  and  then  they  ci^me  to  this 
conclusion,  that  if  the  paper  money  was 
so  depreciated,  at  that  1,000^  of  it  would 
not  nurebase  ^  quartern  loaf;  yet  if,  by  a 
penal  law,  its  deni^ination  was  secur^, 
no  depreciiuioD  whatever  could  be  allowed 
to  eiiist !   He  had,  however,  the  admiteion 
of  th^  right  hon.  gentleman  himself,  thai 
.  in  Ireland  the  paper  currency  was  depre- 
eiatect  because  the  guineas  in  that  country 
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wm  i\m^  Pf  9^  ^  prtmipni.    Npw^ 
tl^is  d^p|-eci^tion    took  place  in  tj|ie  inn 
terv%)  between  the  pasting  of  thi^  ^Q%  ia[ 
IS\\,  and  their  renewal  of  it  in  tM^  lasti 
^^ion,  vhfin  it  was  first  extended  m>  Ire*'^ 
land.    And  cotild  any  persoa  sit^empl  ta 
maintain^  th^t  this  deprecititipni  wl^^c^ 
existed  before  the  law  wa^s  qa^de  appJicii* 
bl^  to  Ireland,  did  qot  equally  ^xist  ^^fte^-^ 
wards?     Certajnly/tlie    apt   jijflujd    mo% 
produce  tuch  ^  eaect.    A^^  proof  tb^ 
the  paper  currency  w^s  npt  in  ij^^  9Qi)94 
state  which  ^ome  gentleqaen  pi^oteoded  for* 
he  inst^ced  the  circum«tance  of  tbe  UcA? 
sury  having  last  ye^r  s^nt  out  a  qufMAtity 
of  Bank-notes  to  CansidaA  to  p^y  th^iMriiiy 
and  estublishmepu  in  th^t  counU'y^  .  Hiff 
right  hon.  frieqd,  he  3UPpos^,  thonghl 
that  these  notes  would   be  bel4  in  equ^l 
estimation  with  the  public  in  C^nskda,  ai 
his  Resolution  set  forth  they  poss^p^ed  iq, 
Great  Britain.    Whether  tne  wrappers  i|» 
which  they  were  envelopedj  bad  this  ce- 
lebrated Resolution  engraved  OA  them^  he 
could  not  ascertain ;   but,  wh^n  they  ar* 
rived  in  Canada,  what  was  t^eir  tn^? 
These  Canadians,  whose  loyalty  ^4  ^1^ 
giance  had  been  so  deservedly  praise^l?^ 
the  Prince  Regent,  io  his  Speech  at  th^ 
commencement  of  the  session,  not  ^ein^ 
liable  to  any  penalty  for  the  act,  i^  oqc^ 
set    their  own  estimation  on  tbe  potep. 
and   disposed  of  them  s^t  ^  discoyi^  of 
about  30  per  cent.    Now,  be  would  stsk,  i^ 
the  notes  so  transmitter)  then«  were  diH 
posed  of  at  a  discount^  ^ould  they,  qn 
being  returned  to  this  country,  by  thi? 
operation  of  the  Bill  then  before  tbf^m*  be 
immediately  restored  to  par  >     He  ((np- 
ported  the  first  part  of  this  Bill,   but  be 
never  was  an  advocate  for  the  priopiplen 
on  which  it  was  founded.    Tbo9e  prii^cu- 
pies  hai}  been  carried  to  a  Tery  gre^t 
length,    by^mai^y  individuals^   in    wtk 
Houses  of  Parliament,  whq  se^^d  \o  (bipk 
that  the  Bank  restriction  opened  a  ^ew. 
field  and  system  of  political  Qn^^nc^,     H» 
could  not  view  it  in  this  lightrrrhisrewuv 
for  enterti^ioing  this  ps^rt  of  the  Bill  aro^ 
firopi  «k  very  different  principle— it  arq^d 
from  a  feeling  of  th^  necqssit^  of  tbe  case» 
from  the  very  alarpding  sti^^e  >n  whipb  tbe 
currency  of  tbe  country  oow  sjtpQd#  QW%? 
sioned  by  the  ipeaaure  pf  the^f^il^refttruPv-' 
tion  beii^^  so  lopg  contipued^    Tb^  p^ 
to  which  he  alluded  ^M  tba^,  whijcb  ^P  alt 
practical  purpp«e%  rendered  ^nj(-jpqtli«  % 
legal  tender ;  and  perhaps  it  WQVll4  ^'^ 
been  b€;tter»  if  a  direct  prppoi!^^  .Ht  W. 
galise  iiPch  t^^r  b^d  wien  n^^i;^    1> 
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tbe  second  diyi^ion  of  the  Bill,  which  yami 
to  preTcnt  ibe  disposal  of  the  current  coin 
4>f  the  resdm  for  more  tbaq  iu  l«gal  deoo- 
minatioD,  or  of  Bank-noies  for  leas^  he  ww 
decidedly  adferae.  The  KU  V9s  origi- 
oMl^  iotrodMced  in  tbe  other  House  of 
parliament,  with  view*  Tery  difl^rest  from 
4hoae  on  which  it  had  afterwards  received 
tbe  sqpport  of  his  Majesty's  ministers-* 
which  were,  to  rescue  tbe  <Jebtors  through* 
oqt  the  country  from  an  undue  seyerity. 
"Tbe  object  of  the  noble  earl  (StiMthope) 
who  proposed  it  w^  to  introduce  book- 
€iitriei«  which  should  at  once  supersede 
the  necessitjr  of  coin  or  of  BsMnk-ootes; 
und  Ibe  mioisters Adopted  so  utoch  of  tbe 
Bill  as  woold  prot^t  the  debtors,  placed. 
«^  they  were,  by  the  Bank  restriction^  in  e 
mont  awkward  situation.  They  inter* 
fered  to  the  extent  of  preventing  any 
creditor  from  insisting  on  that  **  good  and 
legal  payment''  of  his  debt  (Uiat  wm  ia 
eqrrent  coin)  which  it  was  not  in  the 
|M>wer  of  tbe  debtor  to  make.  In  origi- 
nating this  demands  the  noble  lord  (King) 
h«d  done  what  he  certainly  bad  a  right  to 
do ;  but,  tben,  the  »auer  came  to  tbxi, 
tiiiit  what  he  fMoired,  every *Qther  creditor 
in  tbe  country  had  an  e<}ual  right  to  de- 
mand  ;  and  he  had  the  authority  of  the 
Dobi^  lord  hMn«elf  ibr  raying,  that  this 
would  be  a  most  unjustifiable  proceeding, 
la  the  notice  tpi  his  tenants,  he  spohe  only 
of  leasee  executed  before  the  passing  of 
the  Bank  Beatrictien  Act;  and  therefore 
flowed  that  those  whose  renUwere  raised, 
in  conseqneace  of  the  depreciation  of 
peeper,  by  that  act,  and  who  were  paid 
thco^gb  that  depieciated  medium^  oogbt 
not  to  be  called  on  for  any  addition*  If 
the.  system  had  been  pursued,  the  man 
who  iv|d  deposited  1,000/.  in  oQtii$»  with 
his  banker  in  the  morning,  might  he  called 
<Kt  in  an  hour  to  pay  in  cash ;  and,  by  this 
means  many  persons  would  be  placed 
%(  tbe  eaercy  of  those  who  entertained 
maliqe  agateist  them.  This  wae  a  state  in 
which  the  conntrv  coold  not  be  left;  and 
he  ws^  surprised  that  gentlemen  should 
have  oppoaed  the  whole  Bill,  as  utterly 
i^nneceaaary*  On  that  ground  alone,  be* 
caase  he  clearly  saw  the  neiceAiity,  did  he 
approve  of  the  first  part  of  the  Bill.  But 
ttem  were  o^ny  public  credi^ATs  who  had 
advanced  hundreoa  of  millions  for  the  ser- 
i)Ce  of  the  coqntry,  and  whowsincethe  Bank 
mtrifition*  were  fdaced  in  the  same  sitoa*- 
tnm  with  every  individual  ia  the  kingdonv 
aeceivjing  their  dividends  in  Bankoiotea;. 
^  be  woHld.  ask,  was  it  pc^fsiWe  that  th^ 


who  had  trotted  to  the  hononr  and  faith 
of  the  public*  sbooM  be  left  in  so  diaad* 
▼antageoua  a  situation  ?  Parliament^  it  was 
true*  might  not  have  interfered,  but  it 
wQuk)  bafe  been  osoat  unjustifiable,  andr 
would  have  placed  tbe  country  in  a  stata 
of  danger*  If  they  had  not  passed  the 
fir<t  part  of  this  Bill^  which  protected  the 
debtor,  they  must  have  repealed  the  law, 
which  prevented  the  public  creditor  frook 
receiving  hiadit idend  in  Bank-notes,  ami 
Bank-<note«  only,  oTi  in  other  words,  they, 
must  have  opened  the  Bank :  it  wa9  a 
matter  of  option,  and  he  supported  that 
Qoane  which  leemed  leait  likely  to  craat* 
mischief-^but  in  giving  that  aupport,  hm 
was  not  influenced  by  any  approtwtion  of. 
the  principles  on  which  tne  Bill  wai. 
founded  2  tbey  were  contrary  to  the  law 
of  the  country,  and  could  only  be  josUGe4 
b^  necessity.  The  second  part  of  th%  ^ 
Bill  was  no  less  a  violation  of  the  prion 
ciples  of  law  and  justice,  witbonW 
being  founded  on  any  necessity  whatever^ 
It  had  an  eSect  the  very  reverse  Qf  wha^ 
was  intended  by  those  who  supported,  itw 
IM  the  Honse  look  to  the  experience  oC 
tbe  lait  eighteen  months.  Did  this  part 
of  the  fiill  eflfoct  that  which  wea  eQntem*\ 
plated?  Did  it  oocasioa  gnineu  to  paia 
cnrrent  at  their  cgurrent  rate  ?  Could  any. 
gentleman  state  an  instance  of  one  being, 
passed  at  tbe  rate  established  by  tbe^ 
hing^a  proclamation  ?  On  the  contrary^  ife 
'  had  driven  all  the  guineaf,  crowna,  half* 
crowns,  and  even  shillings  (except  those, 
which  wette  very  much  debaaed)  out  of 
circulation*  It  waa  clear  that  it  did  noe 
preclude  individuals  from  dispvasipg  of 
thsir  gnineaa  at  the  higbeat  pcice  thejf 
epold  procurer  The  law  was  evaded  every 
day ;  and  the  only  case  in  which  it^conliA 
sucoeed,  was,  where  persons  were  ledoced 
by  those  who  wer«(  partkularly  eimployeA 
for  the  pnrpoie,  and  then  pn>aecuied«  an4 
involved  in  the  penalties  of  the  a<;tt 
throQgh  the  cnnnin^  of  others^  Som% 
cnny'ictionf  of  that  kind,,  he  believed^  had^ 
taken  place.  Jt  was  therefore  moat.  ev4^ 
dentt.  thM  any  anan.  in  m^  of  this  law^ 
might  sell  hii  gnineas»  or  crown^piecaa^ 
for  what  he  snpposed  they  were  wortbi^ 
without  any  fear  of  deteetionA  Some 
milliona  of  fuineaa  had  been  eiSfia^d  t^ 
France  and  other  oanntriei»  sume  thn  fo* 
introdnction  of  the  BilUr-not  for  wen^  el 
eixertiom  to  prevent  aucb  «u>ortat¥vpw  h«(k 
he«anfe  ii  waa  as  impessible  to  execyp^ 
ttm  law,  as  that  against  meltmg  doiao  th% 
onin  of  the  cei^hn*   The  in^iMt  hviinS 
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tbe  country  prohibited  most  ineflfectWely, 
the  melting  down  or  exporting  the  current 
coin — and  now  they  superadded  to  these, 
a  law,  the  direct  operation  of  which  wis, 
lo  give  a  premium  of  25  per  cent,  to  every 
man  disposed  to  export  or  melt  down  the 
metallic  currency.  For,  if  s^ineas  dis- 
posed of  in  France  procured  a  return  on 
England  of  25  per  cent,  more  than  they 
would  produce  here,  it  must  act  as  a  temp- 
tation to  those  possessing  that  species  of 
coin,  to  send  them  abroad;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  guineas  were  melted 
down,  the  owner  would  realise  an  equal 
profit  for  his  bar  of  gold.  If  this  law  did 
not  cause  exportation,  there  was  but  one 
other  effect  that  could  be  produced  by  it 
— that  of  inducing  people  to  hoard  their 
gold.  This  certainly  could  not  be  looked 
upon  as  an  advantage;  it  was,  on  the 
contrary,  a  very  great  evil,  and  was  so 
denominated  by  every  writer  op  political 
economy.  At  the  present  moment,  it 
was  an  evil  of  more  than  ordinary  magni- 
tude, when  the  government  were  endca- 
TOuring  to  procure  those  supplies  of  bullion 
which  were  necessary  for  the  army  in  the 
peninsula,  and  the  want  of  which  had 
operated  not  only  to  the  general  disad- 
vantage of  our  forces  there^  but  had  oc» 
casioned  great  difficulties  to  many  of  the 
officers  employed  on  that  service.  Yet, 
at  such  a  moment,  they  were  enacting  a 
'  law,  which  must  induce  men  either  to 
hoard  their  gold  or  to  send  it  out  of  the 
country.  He  never  heard  any  sround  of 
necessity  alleged  for  this  part  of  the  Bill. 
Perhaps  it  was  intended  to  support  his 
right  hon.  friend's  third  Resolution  ;  or  to 
prevent  two  prices  in  the  sale  of  articles. 
Now,  would  there  be  ^any  great  evil,  if 
there  were  two  prices  ?  For  his  own  part, 
he  knew  of  none.  Two  prices  existed  in 
this  country  in  former  times :  for  instance, 
in  the  reign  of  king  William,  when,  in 
consequence  of  the  debasement  of  the 
fllver  currency  (the  measure,  at  that  pe- 
riod, of  all  the  commodities  of  life)  the 
gold  currency  was  raised  to  a  greater 
value,  in  reference  to  that  debasement. 
Guineas  were  not  then  tied  down  to  one 
price,  but  rose  with  the  depreciation  of 
silver ;  and  two  prices  (not  in  the  com* 
mon  acceptation  of  the  word)  took  place- 
that  was,  the  silver  coin  having  been  de« 
based,  a  guinea  would  prociire  a  greater 
quantity  of  goods  than  2d  of  those  in- 
ferior shillings.  In  the  same  wav,  before 
the  passing  of  this  Bill,  every  tbing  was 
neasured  in  Ireland  by  the  standitfd  of 
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guineas,  which  were  at  a  premium,  while 
not^s  were  at  a  discount :  of  course,  a 
purchaser,  with  gold,  procured  more 
goods  than  he  who  tendered  a  nominal 
sum  in  paper.  And  it  could  not  be  de- 
nied, that  the  moment  the  legislature 
made  Batik- notes,  as  they  had  virtually 
done^  a  legal  tender,  the  gold  and  good  sil  ver 
disappeared  ;  and  guineas  were  now,  like 
foreign  coins,  measured  by  their  intrinsic, 
not  tti6\r  stipulated  value.  The  hon.  gen* 
tlemanthen  adverted  to  the  Portuguese  pa- 
per, which  he  admitted  was  at  a  discount; 
but,  as  no  legislative  protection  was  af*' 
forded  to  it,  as  was  the  case  here,  the  me* 
tallic  currency  of  that  country  had  not 
vanished  like  ours.  And  this  enabled  us 
to  provide,  though  inadequately,  for  the 
wants  of  our  army  in  the  peninsula.  For 
all  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  and  because 
it  appearied  to  him  that  the  second  part  of 
the  Bill  was  not  founded  on  any  necessit^% 
and  only  encouraged  the  exportation  of 
our  coin,  he  thought  the  House  should 
confine  thdfaiselves  to  the  provisions  of  it> 
by  which  the  public  creditor,  who  was 
compelled  to  take  Bank-notes,  was  pro- 
tected, and  by^  which  relief  was  also  af- 
forded to  the  great  body  of  debtors 
throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Rose,  differing  from  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  his  view  of  the  second  part  of 
the  Bill,  took  that  opportunity  of  stating 
his  opinions.  He  did  not  mean  to  deny 
the  fact  of  Bank-notes  having  been  trans- 
mitted to  Canada,  but  he  certainly  had  no 
previous  knowledge  of  it :  he  had  never 
before  heard  of  such  a  transaction.  If, 
however,  the  notes  had  been  sent  there, 
he  could  not  conceive  how  a'depreciatibn 
of  30  per  cent,  could  have  taken  place, 
for,  undoubtedly,  as  they  were  payable  at 
sight,  they  must  be  considered  at  least  as 

Sood  as  bills  of  exchange.  The  hon.  gen- 
eman  did  not  express  a  wish  that  the  &nk 
restriction  should  be  taken  off  imme- 
diately. Now,  in  this  point,  he  differed 
from  several  members  of  the  BtiUion  Com-- 
mittee.  It  was  proposed  that  the  re- 
striction should  cease  at  the  end  of  two 
years.  One  hon.  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, however,  was  desirous  that  the 
period  should  be  extended,  from  time  to 
time,  as  circumstances  warranted ;  while 
another  wished  that  it  should  peremptorily 
cease  and  determine,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  first-mentioned  period.  So  that  it 
was  apparent,  from  this  difference  of  opi- 
nion, that  if  the  legislature  had  enacted 
that  the  restriction  should  terminate  ih 
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two  years,  it  would  have  created  a  degree 
of  confasion  in  the  coontry,  from  which 
oothiog  could  have  extricated  it.  For 
what  use  would  it  be  to  compel  the  Bank 
10  open,  without  the  means  of  paying  in 
cash  were  given  to  the  Company  ?  And 
where  were  they  to  procure  the  precious 
metals  for  that  purpose  ?  Some  gentlemen 
had  said,  that  gold  could  be  imported  from 
Africa,  and  from  the  American  market. 
But  this  could  not  be  done,  unless  there 
was  a  surplus  balance  of  trade  in  bur  fa- 
vour, and  as  often  as  gold  was  higher 
than  the  Mini  price,  it  was  impossible  to 
coin  that  metal ;  it  was,  in  fact,  totally 
impracticable.  The  risht  hon.  gentle* 
man  on  this  head,  quoted  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Harris,  who  had  a  situation  in  the 
Mint,  and  who  was,  of  course,  interested 
in  the  increase  of  coinage.  He  had 
suted«  many  years  ago, ''  That  when  bul* 
lion  was  above  the  Mint  price,  there  were 
but  two  ways  of  affording  a  cpinage  to  the 
public;  the  one  by  debasing  the  standard; 
and  the  other,  by  purchasing  bullion  at 
the  advanced  price  of  the  market,  and 
converting  it  into  coin  with  loss.  But 
this  would  not  answer  the  desired  purr 
pose  ;  for  that  coin  being  below  the  mar- 
ket value  of  bullion,  would  be  melted  as 
soon,  as  issued,  sold  again  as  bullion 
at  aa  advanced  price,  and  so  on  in  an 
endless  rotation,  until  the  bullion  market 
found  its  level  again/'  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  argued,  that  such  being  the 
case  at  present,  it  must  strike  every  one 
that  it  was  impossible  for  government  to 
coin ;  and  if  no  coin  was  issued,  how 
could  the  Bank  resume  its  payments  in 
^cie  ?  He  was  as  ready  as  any  man  to 
ascribe  lord  King's  conduct,  which  had 
rendered  the  present  measure  necessary, 
to  the  purest  motives ;  but  it  was  not  less 
iaischievous  on  that  account.  It  had  been 
the  boast  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
that  no  landlords  had  followed  the  noble 
lord's  example,  but  he  felt  confident  that 
nany  would  have  done  it,  had  not  a  check 
been  seasonably  put  to  the  practice.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  then  adverted  to  the 
situation  in  which,  but  for  a  Bill  of  this 
nature,  the  public  creditor  would  be  re- 
duced. He  would  receive  his  dividend 
in  Bank-notes,  at  the  rate  of  20  shillings, 
but  when  he  should  go  to  market  jRrith 
these  notes,  he  would  soon  find  that  they 
were  current  only  for  15  shillings,  or  per- 
haps less,  for  the  value  of  Bank-notes 
would  be  of  course  regulated  by  the  fluc- 
tuating price  of  gold.     The  right  hon. 


gentleman  could  not  possibly  conpeiva 
that  any  system  could  be  devised  more 
pregnant  with  injustice  to  the  publiiQ  ere-' 
ditor,  and  with  more  confusion  to  the  state. 
If  on  the  one  hand  it  was  argued,  that 
the  public  creditor  had  a  right  to  ask  his 
dividend  in  coin,  why,  by  the  very  same 
reason,  and  in  consequence  of  it,  the  col- 
lectors of  taxes  had  a  right  to  insist  on 
being  paid  in  guineas;  and  who  could 
foretel  the  end  of  that  double  price  in  the 
transactions  in  life,  which  was  at  all  times 
so  much  deprecated,  that  under  kins 
William  no  less  than  two  Bills  were  passed 
to  ascertain  tbe  precise  value  of  the 
guinea  ?  The  present  high  price  of  bul- 
lion, which  had  created  so  much  discus- 
sion, could  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  attri- 
buted to  any  other  cause  whatever,  but 
to  the  balance  of  trade  being  agrainst  us 
in  the  present  state  of  the  world;  for  it 
was  evident,  that  when  a  country  imported 
more  goods  than  it  was  allowed  to  export,  ■ 
the  balance  must  be  paid  in  bullion.  But 
instead  of  reverting  to  that  plain  and  ob- 
vious cause,  this  temporary  evil  had  been 
attributed  by  some  to  the  excessive  issue 
of  Bank-notes*  and  that  idea  had  been 
productive  of  the  most  mischievous  con- 
sequences. The  right  hon.  gentleman 
then  adverted  to  the  statements  contained 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  tbe  Bul- 
lion Committee.  By  the  tables  contained 
in  that  Appendix  of  the  Price  of  Gold, 
compared  with  the  issue  of  Bank-notes, 
and  with  the  price  of  coin,  it  was  evident 
that  the  amount  o^  the  paper  circulation 
had  no  effect  whatever  on  the  price  of 
either  of  those  commodities.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  expect,  indeed, 
that  the  Bill  before  the  House  could  have 
the  effect  of  preventing  the  exportatioa 
of  coin,  as  long  as  bullion  should  continue 
at  the  present  price,  but  the  Bill  would 
prevent  the  confusion  necessarily  arising 
fl'om  double  prices  in  all  the  transactions 
of  life,  and  in  this  point  of  view,  it  was 
his  most  anxious  wish  that  it  should  pass, 
into  law. 

Mr.  Preston  maintained,  that  Bank« 
notes  were  not  depreciated,  but  that  the 
price  of  gold  had  risen,  which  had  given 
the  idea  of  the  supposed  depreciation. 
But  if  Bank-notes  had  really  decreased 
in  value,  goods,  which  were  purchased 
with  them,  and  especially  landed  pro-> 
perty,  had  risen  to  a  proportionate  no- 
minal increase  of  price.  The  contrary^ 
however  was  the  fact;  and  the  fair  con-, 
sequence  to  be  deduced  (rom  it  was,  that 
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B«mk*n<fte«  had  not  d<4>reei&ted,  ht>wev6r 
It)^  ptitt  of  bdllton  might  hav^  ri&ett. 
Th«  Bill  b^foir^  the  HoitM  w«m  to  preTeiit 
ih«  tratKc  iit  gtiineas,  to  which  this  rise  lit 
the  price  oF  the  precious  metfth,  and  the 
rafiacity  of  iddWiriuald,  had  gireo  biDth ; 
itid  no  measare  couid  be  more  proper ;  for 
tferrely  a   man   who  fairly   received   a 

g tinea  at  \u  stated  price  in  the  usoa)  deal- 
gft  of  society,  contd  not  be  allowed  to 
make  an  unfair  profit  by  it.  The  hon. 
gentleman  thooght  that  almost  at  any  rate 
mt  legislature  should  brevent  that  fine- 
tnatiag  and  double  price  in' all  transac- 
tions, which  wooid  soon  put  an  end  to  all 
commerce,  and  leave  nothing  bot  jobbing 
in  Its  stead.  A  fixed  sundard  was  abso- 
lotety  necessary;  and  he  saw  no  impro- 
priety  in  taking  the  Bank  notes  as  such, 
tn  no  depreciation  in  their  value  had  been 
found  in  contracts,  nor  in  any  of  the  pur- 
poses of  our  inland  trade. 

Mf.  fti^eroe  began  by  stating  his 
approbation  of  that  part  of  the  Bill  which 
protected  the  tenant  as  of  eminent  advan- 
tage, when  the  political  theory  of  a  noble 
.  htd  (SHig)  bad  fed  to  a  harsh  escperi- 
ftient,  t^faich  had  been  applauded  by  party 
spith.  In  bis  Opinion  the  tenantry  of  the 
country  4eaenred  to  hare  their  interests 
protected  vtrfh  as  much  legislative  care  as 
any  class  ot  description  of  men  whatever ; 
they  ought  to  be  en&bled  to  confide  in  the 
wi^fom  and  benevolence  of  the  law,  and 
riot  to  be  feft  underthe  precarious  security 
of  a  landlord's  indulgence  or  caprice. 
He  bad  likened  aittentively  totfae  speeches 
of  great  authorities,  undoubtedly,  on  ^11 
suh^ctsof  pofitica!  economy,  and  although 
he  rose  witn  difiidence  after  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  who  might  be  considered  the 
Nestor  of  the  House,  yet  when  he  heard 
rtMr  Chanceitor  of  the  Excheqoer  state, 
that  unless  tlie  present  financial  system 
wore  mahitaitted,  the  war  in  the  penin* 
aula  mosi  be  refin^ished,  he  could  have 
M  fcnipfe  to  voto  ra  support  of  a  question 
cki  which  our  national  honour  and  pros- 
perity so  materially  depended. 

Toe  CimceHor  qf  the  Exchequet  rose  to 
ctivrect  a  mistpprehension  of  the  last 
stoeateer.  lie  had  not  asserted  that  had 
the  repoft  of  the  Bullion  Committee  been 
acted  on,  the  war  iti  the  peninsula  could 
not  have  been  maintained,  but  that  it 
would  have  bean  impossible  to  carry  on 
exertions  to  the  same  ^tent. 

Sir  J^crion  i^ryi^es,  in  a  maideo  Speech, 
asod,  that  notwithsundlng  the  length  to 
which  Ae  dtfbm  tamt  been  cnried,  yet 
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bam  the  great  difference  of  opinion  whlch^ 
had  been  io  strenuously  urged,  he  could 
not  justify  to  himself  the  voti^  whieh  he 
had  already  given,  and  should  give  on 
that  subject,  without  caressing,  however 
shortly  and  imperfectly,  the  reasons  which 
operated  on  him.  The  question  seamed 
to  him  to  be  shortly  this ;  whether  tb^ 
system  of  pap^r  curreOcy  adopted  of  late 
years  by  this  country  was  bad ;  and,  e^eu 
tf  bad,  whether  it  could  be  suddenly 
changed  ?  If  it  could  not  be  suddenly 
efaanged  (and  that  it  could  not,  he  con* 
teived,  all  would  admil),  then  he  asserted 
that  this  Bill,  to  remedy  or  palliate  an  evil 
growing  OOt  of  it^  was  absolutely  necessary 
tt  a  temporary  measurn.  The  evil  and  coft^ 
fbsion  of  two  prices  w^  incalculable,  and 
indeed  impracticable  by  any  fis:ed  statt'- 
dard.  But  for  his  part,  he  most  strenuously 
denied  thai  the  system  of  a  paper  ctir- 
rency,  sdch  as  ours,  was  bad.  It  hid 
been  characterised  on  the  other  side  as 
delusive,  dangerous,  and  hnllow ;  not  aa 
wealth,  but  as  the  fallacious  appearance  Of 
wealth.  He  would  assert,  that  if  it  WdS 
not  wealth,  it  was  at  least  the  mother  of 
wealth.  To  what  other  source  could  be 
attributed  the  vast  and  unexampled  start 
which  had  been  m&de  by  our  populatiocr, 
our  commerce,  our  manufactures,  oor 
shipping,  our  canals,  and  our  buildings 
since  the  year  1786  ?  These,  at  least,  were 
solid  wealth :  and  from  what  other  than 
this  calumniated,  but  creative  source, 
could  they  spring  ?  It  was  urged  over  and 
over  again,  that  the  issue  of  paper  money 
had  been  excessive ;  but  it  Was  clear  that 
there  could  be  no  excess,  if  the  augmenta- 
tion dM  not  exceed  the  adgmeOted  rrchet 
which  it  represented.  He  would  boldly, 
without  l^r  of  being  Confuted,  maintain 
that  it  had  kept  within  those  botinds. 
The  system,  therefore,  could  not  be  guilty 
of  the  charge  of  increased  prices  whicn 
had  been  so  violently  objected  agaiffst  it. 
But  if  there  were  some  evils  incident  to 
the  system  (and  he  denied  that  they  couhf 
be  important  enough  to  alter  Its  character  * 
Of  paramount  good,)  what  could  now  be 
done  .^'-^^ould  a  substitute  be  found  for 
this  currency  ?  The  mines  of  South  Ame- 
rica had  failed  of  adequate  supi^lies  for  a 
metallic  currency.  Was  the  increased 
ipveatth  and  commerce  of  the  World  to  be 
stagnant  ?  Were  all  the  evils  of  an  impeded 
and  inadequate  circulation  to  lower  prices, 
and  dry  Up  ah  the  sour(^es  of  reproduc- 
tion? And  why)  becaOse  gentlemen  in 
their  theories  chose  to  attribute  to  the 
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Iiaper  j^yttem  evib  ao(l  comfqaences 
^bich  did  not  b^1o|)g  to  it.  Has.tbe  price 
pfgold  greatly,  increased  within  ti^c  l^t 
eighteen  months?  AH  admit  it.  ^sjt 
from  the  increase,  pf  paper  currency  ?  No : 
for  Ibe  paper  -currency, has  in  tbs^t  period 
been  diminished  two  miliipnsand.an  half! 
That,  •therefore,  q^njspt  be  the  cause: 
while  an  obvious  qause. for  the  increased 
vabe.  of  . bullion,  the  jbtalapce  of  vtrad;e 
•agaii^t  JOS,  and  the  demand  of  pur  eop- 
tinenul  warfare,  dp^s^ist!  The  i^eeming 
contradictipp  between  ,|lie  necessity  of 
this  m^asjare.^f  tfie  Gpld  Coin  Bill,  and 
ibe  truth  of  jibe  position  standing  on  the 
Jonrnals  pf.tjie  Hquse,  tbat  ^.guiufa.in 
specie,  ^nA  a  paper  guinea,.  ar«  .?cju«l  for 
iJI  domestic  apd  Ugal  purppses,,.dul  not 
atrike  bim  as  at  all  irreconcilably.  .  He 
thooghtthe  pp^itiop  true,  in  the  sense  ip 
which  it  was  intended  and  ought  to  be  un- 
derstood. In  trqtb,  a  guinea  in  specie 
had.  two  c^ai^qters  of  value :  pne  derived 
lirom  the  intrinsic  valpe  of  the  materials^pf 
prhich  it  was  Qomppsed^  the  other  from 
its  repre^nt^^ve  capacity.  It  wa»  o*' 
ihiB  tetter  oharaptier  that  the  position  was 
.bid  dowp ;  and  ip:  thU  latter  character  fa^e 
Copland^  t^ai  it  was  correct.  But  it  was 
to  abstract  the  illegal  Jisa  pf  it  in  its  former 
chaiiacter.tbat  tbe,Bill  was  framed.  ,Ha«- 
iog  -explaiBed  hiq^self  thus  briefly,  pn,a 
aul^j^ct  which  w^qa^ab1e.pf  the, most  ex- 
.lend^  apd  ample  diicussion,  btut  pn 
tWb]ch.the.p0tiepqe4»f  ^he  House. had  been 
,alr^y  ^^liAUSted,  he^shopld  nqt  pr^same 
on  Ums  first  ocqa^ipn,  which  he  eM?;ibraced 
.wiih^gv^t  diffidjepce  and  hun^ilily,.^  ob- 
ti:nd^  on  its  indulgence  auy  farther. 

JtfL^  WkUhr^i  said*  tb^^^a^^g  the  vir« 
,l|M8^f  the  right  bpn.  the  .Qb?ncellpr  of 
Ibe  Azchequ^r,  capdiwr  was  ^a  promip«nt 
•^c|je,i9M<bad  peteEbeen  mpre  Qopspi^japus 
than  in  the  instance  which  had  just.pccur- 
iBed«  ^b^vpte:Pf,an,bon.  genAe/VQan.(Mr. 
.F^Ht^rcM^);W;9k8.tei;(dei^d  ui^ar  a  f^'s^ppre- 
Aefiwff«;^bi<;h  tbe. right .hon.,gepiUf^9ian 
Jha(^rrecM>r^tb^gh<l^  hisconrei^tiiHi 
i  be  i^i^Qf ^  ;U>9t  ia  vjoje,  ^  the  miQ^rity 
:i|oii)d  b^^e  tfvd  idyaiKtage  of, an  9n.ex- 
I peeled  <;pftvert.  Arigbt.hpin.  ,§^pMeman 
(ppfNQ^l^  (Mr.  BtpseO  who  bad  been,.ealM 
th^Ni^tpr.^f  llbe  House,  ba4dilat^  m^^^h 
.>9P  ibe  perojcMms  cpn#equences  of  >be 
.aidste^ice  of  ^wp. prices*  sk^^  coubl  jass^e 
^Uie  flight  I hpn.igenMeina^  that  two  prices 
al^aaay  existed,  a^  th^t  in  .the  city  of 
JPatb,  at  tbismfcmnentj^as  he  was  informed 
hj  a  le^cr  b^  hi^  received  that  .day,;jLhis 
distinction  openly  pietKailed,  and  tbut  in 
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tbejartiele  of  ^potatoes,  a  qijiwtjtj^  migbt 
he  .purcb^.9ed  for  three  guineas  in  gold, 
that  could  .nqt  .b(e  \\9A  fpr  less  than  M  ,7s, 
in^paper.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
talked,  too,  of  the  mischief  arising  from 
the  fluctuation  of  prices;  but  were  npt 
prices  necessarily  subject  to  fluctuation 
under  all  circumstances?.  An  bon.  and 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Preston)  had  re- 
ferred to  rtbe  rise  of  the  value  of  land,  as 
an  example  .of  the  increasing  prosperity 
of  the  copntry.  But  was  it  liot  obviojis 
that  a  great  part  of  this  rise  v^as  purely 
pomipal,.and  proceeded  from  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  circulating  medium,, and  tbat 
it  ivas  also  to  be  attributed,  ip^  a^reat  mea- 
sure to  the  demand  for  land,  a  more  de- 
sirable property  than  the  securities  of  go- 
yernmcnt?  He  w.as  strongly  inclined  tp 
belieye,.that  that  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman .did  ,no(,  as  lawyers  were  once 
wopttodo,  often  hear  the  chink  otguine^ 
in  hisopter  jchamber^.  He  much.doubte(i(, 
indeed,  whether  in  that  assembly,  many 
guineas  were  to  be  found  in  the  pocket^s 
pf  its  members.  Whe^e,  ^heQ>  were  the 
^uipeas  to  be  lound  ? .  did  Ihcjy  ^H  j^o  to,  the 
bakey:s.aiid  brewers?  As  to  ibe^Ji^tter,  he 
JC^oxfXA  himselfgive  testimpny,.  that  one  indi* 
,vidi^l,had  ppt  received  one  ailigle  guinea 
for  sevei^al  tyears.  ^  With  ,respe<?t  to  the 
cpntipued  iibuse  of  lord  King,  ^nd  the  com- 
passion so  pathetically  felt  zfiA  described 
for. the  yeomanry  of  the  county,  it, should 
be  recollected,  that  the  yeom&nry,  instead 
of. 8tt0ering,  gained  by  the  change  of  the 
value  of  money,  and  at  tbe  e^itpence  of  the 
landlord.  In  the  c^e,  too,  ot  lerd  King, 
it  happened,that  the  person. jjgaipst  whom 
he  proceeded,  w«s  not  ja  simple  farpier, 
bpt  a  Bsank  Director,  He .  had  po  doubt, 
tbat  many  wopld  ba\^  follpwedlord  Kjpg's 
.example^  bad  it  succee^led,  who  hav^ 
.since  clamorously  joined  m  ^be  outcry 
raised  so  nnjpstly  and  absurdly  against 
that  di^tii^guisbcd  persoi).  As  to  the 
practice. of  .selling  guineas^  it,  o^otusiojjisly 
prevailed  every  where,  aivd  ibe  apprehen- 
sion,, tfaerefbi^,  of  ahe 
man  on  the  other  side, 
:cessary.  Tbas>tben,  t 
.reach  the  destipetion 
.  by  the  e^^thpr  ,of  this  6 
..to  jibe  army  abroad  ? — i 
.army^w^^e^iqpierjencing  every  l^ind  of  fji^- 
.  conveniep9^  for  the  fvant  of  them*  Tb^ 
right  hop.  .^he  ChapceUor  of  the  £x9he- 
qver,  in  bis  opinion,  had  bad  the  guineas 
offered  to  him  ^^  ^  ▼^y  reasonable  pric^. 
Were  be  ,^  yoiong  member^  or  imacct^*' 
(U) 
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tomed  (o  the  ordinary  coarse  of  rotes  in 
that  House,  be  should  be  astonished  at 
the  proceed ing«  which  he  had  no  doubt, 
would  that  nighty  be  adopted.  But  not- 
withstanding all  they  might  Tote,  or  all 
they  might  resolve,  guineas  would  be 
clandestinely  bought  and  sold,  gold 
would  find  its  ievel,  and  property  its  just 
estimation. 

Mr.  Ifer^,  of  Kerry,  declared  he  knew 
of  no  difference  between  the  ? aloe  of  gold 
or  Bank  notes,  and  was  always  content  to 
jreceive  his  rents  in  the  latter. 

Sir  Edward  May  was  of  opinion  that 
guineas  were  a  very  inadequate  test  of  the 
wealth  of  a  country,  and  that  the  present 
Bill  ought  to  be  supported. 

Mr.  W.  SmUh  reprobated  the  principle 
upon  which  the  Bill  was  originally  intro- 
'  duced :  he  said  it  was  not  alone  incon- 
tistent  with  that  species  of  policy  which 
the  most  celebrated  writers  had  advanced 
as  best  calculated  to  uphold  the  interests 
of  a  state,  but  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  country.  As 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  Bill,  he  considered 
it  a  perfect  fallacy ;  for,  to  his  own  cer- 
tain knowledge,  guineas  were  in  the  month 
^*  of  October  last  bought  and  sold  without 
the  slightest  attempt  at  concealment,  in 
the  city  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
representative  (Norwich.)  Indeed,  so 
little  reserve  was  observed  in  the  traffic, 
that  it  was  universally  believed  that 
agents  were  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment for  the  express  purpose  of  buying 
guineas.  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
by  declaring  his  intention  of  voting 
against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Suphen  rose  to  deliver,  for  the  first 
time,  an  opinion  on  a  subject  which  be 
confessed  had  not  employed  much  of  his 
attention.  He  would  not  assert  that  the 
Bill  went  to  the  complete  abolition  of  two 
prices,  but  they  certainly  would  not  exist 
in  the  degree  that  they  would  do  if  a  free 
competition  were  allowed  between  gold 
BQd  Bank-notes. 

^'Mr.  Alderman  Sffikh  said  a  few  words 
in  Support  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Hudson  Gumey  rose,  and  addressed 
the  House  for  the  first  time.  After  re- 
'  marking  on  the  preposterousness  of  the 
position,  that  twenty-one  shillings  were 
in  public  estitaatioti  equival^t  to  twenty- 
six,  he  stated  that  he  should  not  have  ob- 
truded himself  on  the  patience  of  the 
'  House,  were  he  not  convinced,  that  the 
main  cause  of  this  depreciation  in  our 
currency  was,  on  all  sides,  kept  o«t  of 


GoUGmBiU.  ^93 

sight.  It  wais  not,  as  had  been  anerted, 
the  immense  increase  of  the  commerce  oi 
England  that  rei^dered  it  impossible  to 
find  gold  and  silver  to  count  o|i  its  trans** 
actions  by,  but  the  enormous  amount  and 
portentous  increase  of  the  National  Debt* 
The  depreciation  hinged  on  th|it  debt;  and 
every  increase  of  debt  would  work  addi- 
tional depreciation:  our  reckdnings  had 
passed  what  could  be  paid  in  gold,  and 
every  fresh  loan,  acting  as  a  creation  of 
imaginary  property,  representable  by  pa* 
per,  and  on  which  a  paper  interest  must 
be  paid,  accompanied  by  no  real  increase 
of  asset  whatever,  must  of  necessity  spend 
itself  upon  the  values  of  our  currency. 

The  hon.  gentleman  said,  he  was  per- 
fectly aware,  whilst  thinss  could  be  kept 
Koing  in  their  present  train,  that  the  paper 
issues  of  England  could  not  fall  through, 
as  had  been  the  case  with  those  of  all 
other  countries— the  whole  amount  of 
Bank-paper  issued  being  received  by  go- 
vernment at  par  for  taxes  three  times  in 
the  course  of  the  year— in  loans  and 
taxes  five  times.  And  from  the  experi- 
ence of  one  district,  he  could  confidently 
state,  that  the  amount  of  the  whole  circa- 
lation,  public  and  private,  passed  mt  par 
in  direct  payments  from  the  subject  to 
the  government,  much  within  the  period 
of  twelve  months— he  should  think  in 
eight  or  nine.  But  still,  though  tbt9 
would  preserve  the  system  from  falling  to 
pieces  amongst  ourselves,  yet  our  pound  of 
account,  being  in  daily  process  of  meaning 
less  and  less— as,  of  every  thing  else,  so 
assuredly  of  ffold  and  silver.  In  measuring 
our  standard  against  those  of  other 
countries,  who  have  no  debt,  and  a  fixed 
metallic  currency*— we  should  be  found 
more  and  more  wanting— more  and  more 
unable  to  circulate  guineas  at  their  old  rates 
again. 

The  hon.  gentleman  said,  he  was  In 
fiivour  of  the  Bill,  as  a  measure  of  una- 
voidable necessity — a  man  could  but  pay 
what  he  received.  A  depreciation  in  the 
value  of  our  paper  existed  and  pressed  on 
us,  from  catises  possibly  without  remedy  : 
but  there  was  a  further  depreciation,  whiciv 
might  be,  and  ought  to  be,  prevented, 
arising  from  the  general  feeling  of  want 
of  confidence  in  all  paper,  occasioned  by 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  change.  No- 
thing was  clearer  than  that  the  Bank  could 
not  sfand  a  fortnight  were  they  to  attempt 
to  pay  in  guineas.  Government  conld 
not  coin  at  the  present  price  of  silver 
bullion  j  but  the  Bank  not  being  under 
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restriction  as  to  the  weight  and  finenett 
of  their  tokens,  might  pay  the  public  for 
the  gain  of  perpetual  re-issaes,  by  the 
charge  of  perpetual  recoinage;  and  either 
under  the  sanction  of  legislative  enact- 
meD|»  or  by  understood  agreement,  much 
^  alleTiate  the  inconreniehces  suflcred,  by 
giring  on  demand  their  own  tokens  for 
their  own  notes. 

The  Beport  of  the  Committee  was  then 
•greed  to.. 

The  Oumcdior  qf  tie  Exdifquer  moved, 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  thirc|  time  to- 
morrow* 

Mr.  Whiibread  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  at- 
tempi  to  pass  the  Bill  through  the  House 
with  so  much  precipitancy.  Saturday 
was  a  day  on  which  it  was  bsually  under- 
atood  that  no  public  business  would  be 
done,  and  as  many  members  might  feel 
disposed  to  deliver  their  sentiments  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill,  he  conceived  it 
would  be  better  to  reserve  that  stage  for 
aonae  future  day. 

The  ChanceUor  (if  the  Exchequer  did  ima- 
gine that  every  member  had  had  a  fair 
opportdnity  of  delivering  his  opinion  upon 
the  Bill,  and  this  he  was  tbie  more  inclined 
to  think,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
HoQse.  If  however  further  debate  was 
thought  necessary, and  the  hon.  gentleman 
wonld  say  that  he  believed  some  of  his 
friends  were  desirous  of  giving  further  op- 
position to  the  Bill,  he  would  not  press  it 
forward,  although  it  was  a  measure  which, 
in  his  estimation,  required  dispatch. 

Mr,  Whiibread  said,  it  was  extremely 
unnioal  for  the  House  to  sit  on  Saturday 
at  so  early  a  period  of  the  session.  £(e 
wonld  not  pledge  himself  for  the  intention 
of  any  hon.  member,  but  as  there  was  no 
pressare,  he  could  not  help  thinking  it  ex- 
tremely indecorous  to  endeavour  to  hurry 
the  Bill  through  the  House  upon  a  day 
when,  it  was  almost  universally  under- 
stood, no  business  of  importance  would  be 
transacted. 

The  CkiOKceUor  <if  the  Exchequer  re- 
peated,  that  if  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
say  that  any  of  his  friends  had  any  thing 
to  o£fer  upon  the  subject,  he  would  defer 
the  ibird  reading  until  Monday. 

Mr.  Whuhread  would  not  enter  into  any 
pledge  whatever,  but  demanded^  as  a 
matter  of  ri^ht,  that  the  Bill  should  not 
be  thus  precipitated  through  the  House  ; 
^  in  support  of  this  ri^ht  he  begged  to 
move.  That  t&o  Bill  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday* 
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The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exdkequer  would 
save  the  hon.  gentleman  the  trouble  of 
moving  this  amendment,  by  moving  it 
himself* 

The  third  reading  of  the  Bill  was  then 
fixed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  WhubreoM^  in  order  to  give  the 
right  hoiv  gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  what  the  urgent  nature  of  the 
business  was,  which  rendered  it  necessary 
for  the  House  to  sit  on  Saturday  it  so , 
early  a  period  of  the  session,  moved, , 
That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn 
to  Monday.  . 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  much  busi- 
ness had  already  been  appointed  for  to-  . 
morrow,* 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  it 
was  very  commoil  for  the  House  to  sit  on 
Saturdays  for  the  purpose  of  expediting 
business. 

Mr.  Whlihreai.  Not  at  this  period  of 
the  session. 

The  ChanceUar  qf  the  Exchequer.  At  all 
periods. 

Mr.  Smith  was  about  to  speak,  when  the 
Speaker  interrupted  him,  by  observing 
that  there  was,  no  question  before  the 
House. 

The  Chancellor  ^the  Excheqfur,  in  order 
to  give  the  hon.  gentleman  an  opportunity 
of  aiddressing  the  House,  moved.  That  the 
other  orders  of  the  day  be  now  read. 

Mr*  Smith  apprehended  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  find  it  difficult  to 
adduce  a  precedent,  in  which  the  House 
had  sat  to  do  business,  on  a  Saturday,  at  so 
early  a  period  of  the  session. 

The  Speaker  said,  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
in  all  stages  of  the  session.  Bills  for  Supply, 
or  for  other  urgent  matters,  were.expe- 
dited  on  Saturdays. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMOK& 

Saiurdmf,  December  12. 

Atrshirb  Election— Petition  or  Gs- 
NBEAL  MoNTGOMBEiB.]  A  Petition  of 
major-general  James  Montgomerie  was 
delivered  in  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

«'  That  the  petitioner  and  sir  Hew  Dal* 
rymple  Hamilton,  hart,  were  candidates  at 
the  election  of  a  kniffht  of  the  shire  to 
represent  the  county  of  Ayr  in  this  present 
parliament,  which  took  place  on  Friday, 
23d  of  October  last ;  and  that,  at  the  said 
election,  persons  wei^e  admitted  to  vote  in 
the  choice  of  preses  and  clerk  who  were 
incapable  of  voting;  and  persons  were* 
also  allowed  to  giTO  their  votes  foi  the  said 
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sir  H.  D.  Hamiltori,  ban.,  alttioilgh  tb^y 
had  no  leg^l  right  16  vote,  wtiile'  ihe^  votes 
of  certain  freelidlders,  who  had  a- legal 
right  to  vote,,  and  claimed  to  vot^  in  fU- 
T6ur'  of   the    petitioner,    wer6   rejected, 

t  majority  of  two 

'  il  in  favour  of  the 

I  I,  wlio  was  r'ettirtled 

gjUdice  of  the  peti- 
nlajrtrity  of  legal 

h^e  House  to  grartt 
j  them  lihalf  seettl 

into  consideration 


Post  Officb  Secretary's  FrX'nk^Kg 
Bill.  J  Oh'  the  order  of  ttie  dky  for  tbe 
second  readidg'of  tlie  Bill  fbr  atilhdriisi'nj^ 
the  Assist&m  SecTetary  to  the  Piost-tdaster- 
general  to  frank  letters  and  packetii, 

Mr.  Crievey  objedted  to  any  exleUsion 
of  the  privilege  of  franking  by  publid 
^  ofEcer^,  observidg;  that  tHei^e  w'as  no  one 
privilege  more  abused.  It  was  only  from 
the  newspa)[5erft  that  he  h&d  been  aWare  of 
the  House  meeting  ttiis  day;  a'tliing'iVhich 
he  obse'rVed  had'  beeii  objected' to,  ttibugh 
unsuccessfully.  The  reason  assigned; 
however;  fof  thirf  uilusuiil  itieetlhg  of  the 
Hbiise  oii'  ^ktiird^y  W^  the  nei^e'ssity  oT 
forwardinfl^  some  Bills  which  required  dis- 
patch. He  c'oul()  nbtcionceive  the  prekent 
to  be  a  Bill  of  that  description;  and  there^ 
fore  he  hoped  it  would  not^  tje  pressed, 
that  he  might' have  an  opportunity  of  de- 
manding from  the  right  hoti.  ge'tltlemeb 
on  the  other  side,  on  sorhe  future  day, 
some  explaiia^iob  a^  to  the  grounds  on 
which  the  measure  id  question  was  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  Wharton  was  convinced  if  the  h6n. 
member  had  atte'ndied  to  the  statement 
made  by  hitoi  oli  the  ittttpducftidto  df  this 
measure ;  .if  he  had  reflected  on  the  im- 
mense multiplicity  of  business  in  the  Post 
Office,  all  falling  to  the  share  oT  one  man, 
and  the  impossibility  of  conceiving'  that 
aby  one  person,  who  had  such  important 
duties  to  perform,  could  be  always  on  the 
spoty  atteiiding  from  day  tb  day  without 
intermission;  if  he  had  considered  that 
without  such  a  Bill  ais  the  present,  the 
whole  of  the  important  duties  of  this  office 
ihust  be  at  a  stand,  during  any  occasional 
indisposition  6r  necesskry  absence  of  the 
Secretary,  he  was  satisned  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman mast  have  been  convinced,  that 
the  present  Bill  was  not  only  not  unrea^ 
sonabU,   but  iietcessar^«     tox  his  own 
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pTart,  instea(d[  of  e^pectin^  any  objcfction 
to  thef  fiill  now,  hb  Was  sarprised  that  soch 
a  measure  had  no\  hitherto  bcfien' thooghn 
of.  As  tb  any  abuse  of  this'pitivilege  by 
any  fioblic  omber;  he  was  not  awarcf  t!tM 
such  had  existed ;  but  if  it  did,  ahd'thef 
hon.  gentl^fman'  would'  ptfnit  it'  dot,  tf  a 
speedy  check  sUodld  be'put  tbit. 

Mr.  Creev^  alluded  to  th%'piriTi1t^e'etl« 
joyed  by  a  noble  Ibrd,  one' of  the  pay- 
masters  general  of  the  forces,  wfabnleiVcir 
entered  ttt^'  dbw  bf  thb  ofifite ;  amftb  a 
siuiilar  privilege  ^joyeSl^  by  the'nbrt^t^ 
commissioners  of  woods  and  forester.  Tttfi 
certainly  w^  1^  objeclibn^le',  and  if^on 
enquiry  he  found  it  wair  asuHe  hbn;  gentle 
,  man  liad  st^ted^,  the  Bill  shotTld  es^eriedcit 
nbfaYther  objection*  from  hitti: 
I     fhe  Bill  was  then  read  tf  stft^ond^tibt^ 
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CowrRsTEtJ  Election.]  TJie  Spi^ttttet 
announced,  that  if  any  geUtlebien  lisM 
petitldrts  tb  priBMnt  coif!|>lami)ng  of  undue 
^Ifectibris  of  menAbeh  tb  ^erVe^inthe  prtfi 
s^nt  pttrliflment,  ndw^i^  a  propel*  tlittei  th 
give  thebi  in  to  tlicT  clerV:  A  consid^n^blb 
number  v^el'e  imn^^iattMy  presenttsdi  thi^ 
n^tbeK  of  which  werie^  severally  vhritteil 
down  on  slips  of  paper  and^purintba^  bsri- 
Ibttn^  glass,  frbbi  which  the^y  Were  drawti 
by  the*  clerk,  artd*the  days  ibr  taking  theoi 
ihtb^  cfbnsideration  fiked  ib  tti^  oMet  of 
priority.    They  Wefe  as  follows : 

Pembroke  county,  zgaAim  the  retorn  6( 
sir  John  dwen ;  the  cblbitfittee  tb  try  the 
iheKit^  of  Whidi  Was  appfbibt^  tb'bb^Mi^ 
lotbd  fbr  on  the  2d  March — CatibslrtliM 
boroo|;h,  a^slirtst  0.  Campbelf,  ^^q*: 
conimittee  Marcli'  4.--Cork  city,  a|[«!tal^ 
sir  N.  ColthUrst;  cbmmittee  on  9t8 
March.— Liverpool,  against'  the  .rigHt 
hdbl  Gebrge  Canning'  and  geberttr  C&'« 
cbyne;  committee  March'  9.— Hythe 
against  iTir  JbHn  jperring ;  comibitte^  on 
9th  March.— Grampound  borough,  agltinst 
th'd  lioni  A.  C.  Johnstone.  &c. ;  ddm- 
mlttfee  nth  lVfafrctt.-^Dfenbigh  borbugft; 
against  lord'  KiHcWall;  ciohimittee  oii 
J  ah  Min^ti.— Cardigan^  boroug^,  agtitfal 
the  hon.  ebf.  Vanghan ;  ebmmitt'ee'  l($tll 
]!Cfarch.*Peml)toke  borough,  ttMinit  air 
John  OWen;  CibmnliUee  otf  2nd  March.— i 
Youghall  borotiffh;  cbmmittee  I6th  ]9nirtlH 
Helstob  boYough,  agtiinst  Vt,  Humtnersieyi 
&c.;  codmiittee  on  Mattih  18*.-^A  Fbtb- 
tion  against  the  retunf  f6r  l*r^nv  bo- 
rough, and  a  Petition  againij^m  Auml 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


fgyr]      r  QoUComBUl. 

ftrtlie  borbogfa  df  Gritusby,  w«re  levefalljr 
referred  tb  the  same  comitiitlees  whidh 
i^efre  a])potiited  to  beballotted  for  tb' t^ 
fdrtto^  ptahibnh  affecting  tiie  sMnef  dety 

GytD  Coiw^BtLt.]*  Ob^tHe  ordkr  of  tHe 
da\rfbr  tbe-thJrdreadfnff'of  ttie  Gold'Ct^ih 

an; 

MK  WWlhseai  t-oie^tbikiove  the  ft>1lowv 
ibg  Reiblfatibtirni^Hiclt  Wet^.  brought'  fbr- 
ward^byMH  BirirtJdiaflif  in  I'Sl  I'f  vb. 

r.  *'  Th»f,  by  tAe*  la^  ahd  ccfostitdtiofl 
of  these  reirfms  it  ifl(  tlie  dndodbtefd  right 
ofevefyntantb  seH'or  othermse  disptrsci 
of  Hiir  (irbpeny  fbr  vrbatev^r  he  deems  to 
6e  ils'^ae;  or  v^hatteter'considWatidd  be 
<^btis^  tbatcept^actd'tbateteryiimii' pos- 
sessed of  a  Bkiik-nbte;  ordthei" ^cority  fbr 
iHe  payment  of  money;  ba^  an  nndbuttted 
right  to  givcf  it  away  for  nothing;  or  in 
exchange  ibr  whatever  sum  of  mort«y  be 

S leases,  or,  if  he  cannot  obtain  What'  he 
emends,  to  retain  possession  of  it. 
^.  "  Tbaf  any  statute*  haViilg  fbr  iu 
object  to  restrain  this  righi"  ^ouldbe  con^ 
tt-ary  to  the' principles  of  tft^'  BMtfsH*  con- 
stittttinn,  and'  a  flagrant  vlUktion  of  the 
ificAt  satrred  rigtlts  of  pfrdtfefty,  and  the 
aneient'  and'  unalienabfe'  libertfes  of  the 
peibpte. 

3.  '«*That  ady  statute  Havings  foi*  ilk  ob^ 
jeet  to  prevent  the- BWnk  or  other  pap^r 
aiiitenty  of  th^  country  ffem  being  er- 
ehanigedh  against  the  lawful  money  of  the 
r^tdm,  beinw  a  certain  rate,  ^uld,  if  it 
<*od1tf  ba  cafrrled  into  e^ev,  canse  the 
Tawfcl  money  of  tUe:  realm  #Ho1ly  to  dis- 
ftppea)",  and  woiild,  in  prbpdrtion  to  it^ 
efficacy,  preclude  tUe^  anplicsctinn  of  the 
moat  appmpriate  remedlerfor  tHe  present 
derangement  in  tbe  dredlktion*  df  the 
coudt^. 

4.  •*"Wat  the  free  exchange  of  tbe  few*- 
fbl  money  of  the  reahn  with  the  paper 
currency,  on  Sbcb  tenn^as  the-  holders  of 
each  may  think  proper  tb  setiiie  among 
themselves;  is  not  only  the  undoubted^  Hgfu 
df  the  subject,  but  aflbrdk  the  best  means 
ist  reiAoring  the  circulation  of  the  country 
tb'  \tA  ioxtn^  and'  natbraf  state.  By  estab- 
Ashing  t^«m  prices  for  all  commorfitles 
whem^bever  the  onveur'reney  is*  from  any 
cfaose  depreciated*  below  ttte  other. 

5.  •'  That  no  law  whatsoever  can  alter 
the  reat  valbe  of  the  paper  current)^  in 
relation*  to  the  lawibl  money  of  ttte  realm, 
nor  alter  the^reai  ralde  of  eitber  kind'  af 
currency  in  relaiion  tb  aH  dtlier  commo- 
dities; smd  that  any  attempt  to^  fit:  tfie 
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rates'it'whiefa  paper  and*  cbiit  rffair  past 
current;  miist;  in-  [^ttportion  to'  it^  sueceM^ 
interfere  wHH  the^just  aiid  liegalexecotioit 
of  all  contracts  already  existing,  wtthmtt 
thepossibllity  of  afibeiing  tbe  terms  upbH 
wliich' contracts-  shall' Be  made  in*  time  tb 
comet 

6.  «'Tbatitis'tbe  Bounden  dfaty  of  ttte 
Coihmbns  House^  of  Pariikment,  asr  the 
gnardlatis  of  tb^'ri^hts  of  the  pebple,  tb 
discoQntentti6e' and' resist' a' scfaeme  wbldk 
Has  for  its' immediate  objects  the  establish^ 
ittfent'of  a  maximum  in  the  money  tradvof 
the  realm,  and  the  dissolution  ofthedbli^ 
gationf  already'  contracted'  by  numeitmft 
classes  of  the' commmiity;  bnf  vrhich  bib 
fbr'  its  ground'  work  principles  leading  to 
an  unli^er«»liaw  of  maximum;  andUfae  in^ 
fhictibn  of  every  existing  contract' ftnr  the 
payment  of  money,  and  that  the  said  ^ 
has  the'  said  object^  and'  proceeds' upon 
the  said'prineipliey.*' 

Thr  Resolutions  bein^  put  were  aH 
negatived.  Upon  the  third  Resolotiort, 
the  Abuse  divided,  wben  the  nombera 
werei  For  tbe^  Resolution  ^.  For  the 
previous*  Question  73.  Majority  against 
theResoltition'4«. 

AbereronAy;  J.  llbrtio,  H. 

Bbinel^  HI  Oi  IRfomh,  Gl 

BabhiM0D,.T.  Bfbrpetb,  lenl 

fiarrdi.P:  SL  D.  Nortfa^Bi 

C^ombe^H-C.  P|iilli||akt6. 

Cojurtenay,  W.  RabiosoD^  G.  A; 

Oavendisli,  lord- 61  Randiffe,  lord 

Calvert,  0.  Smith,  R. 

Oudcamion,  ford^  Thornton,  H. 

PitSBfoy,  lord  J;  Wcsteme,  C.  Cr 

Flood,  sir  P:  WhiUiread,  ft 

Gordaav  ^  Wbaiton,  Jl 

HamUtoD,,loidA.  lEixaas. 

HarceurL  J.  CrMvey,  T, 

Lewis,  T  F.  Brand,  T. 
Lloyd,  X  IT. 

H^be  motion  Was  then  put  for  the  tbltd 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Aiercromiiy  observed^  that  ttib 
amount  of  currency  was  now  entirely 
under  the  regulation  of  a  body,  who  Had 
decfared',  that  they  governed  their  issues 
by  no  other  rulb  tlUn  the  supposed  so- 
lidity of  those  upon  tbe  security  of  whose 
bills  they  made  tbeir  advances.  Provided 
tbe  Bill  was  considered  tbe  representation 
of  a  real  commercial  transaction,  and  pay- 
able at  a  short  date,  it  was  admitted  that 
no  further  test  was  deemed  necessary  of 
tbe  propriety  of  any  issue.    How  the  di* 
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rectors  always  ascertained  tiih  point  he 
did  not  know,  but  he  believed  there  were 
cases  in  which  they  had  been  mistaken. 
The  practical  consequences  of  such  a  sys- 
tem was,  that  enterprising  speculators 
were  tempted  by  these  new  facilities  into 
undertakings,  many  of  which,  in  the 
course  of  time,  naturally  failed,  and 
caused  very  |Bztensi?e  distress.  Another 
effect  equally  important  was,  that  the 
main  ground  on  which  the  system  was 
originally  supported  had  been  entirely 
Uken  away,  and  that  instead  of  being 
«Bable4  through  its  operation  to  prosecute 
the  war  in  the  peninsula,  it  now  was  the 
great  obstacle  to  its  progress. 

Mr.  Ro$e  repeated  sereral  statements, 
which  he  had  a  few  days  since  laid  before 
the  House,  in  order  to  show  that  the  fo- 
reign exchanges  were  entirely  independ- 
ent of  the  domestic  currency.  He  endea- 
voured, likewise,  to  shew  that  the  whole 
amount  of  our  present  circulation  fell 
short  of  what  it  was  when  gold  formed  the 
larger  part  -of  the  currency.  He  was 
aware  that  the  issues  of  the  country  banks 
were  considerable ;  but  in  many  parts,  and 
particularly  in  Lancashire,  no  country 
paper  whatever  was  in  circulation. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Ofwu,  in  a  maiden  speech, 
began  by  remarhtnff,  that  to  his  under- 
standing, it  appeared  quite  clear,  that  the 
depreciation  oif  any  currency  could  arise 
only  from  one  of  two  causes— either  from 
a  want  of  confidence  in  those  by  whom  it 
was  issued,  or  from  an  excess  in  the 
amount  of  their  issues*  This  proposition 
was  so  indisputable,  that  upon  this  part  of 
the  subject,  he  should  make  but  few  ob- 
serrations.  In  speaking  of  the  value  of 
gold,  or  of  any  other  circulating  medium, 
he  thouflht  it  would  not  be  to  require  too 
much,  if  gentlemen  were  to  state  in  what 
commodity  it  was  they  estimated  that 
value.  The  price  of  any  article  could 
only  be  ascertained  by  a  comparison  with 
the  value  of  some  other.  In  the  year 
1718,  when  the  nominal  value  of  the 
guinea  was  considerably  raised,  the  im* 
mediate  effect  was^  to  render  gold  ex- 
clusively the  currency  of  the  country.  It 
was  stated,  he  believed,  in  lord  Liverpool's 
Letter  to  the  King,  that  durine  a  period  of 
some  extent,  the  value  of  gold  remained 
stationary,  whilst  that  of  silver  had  under- 
gone several  variations.  The  rate  of  ex- 
change to  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  preceded  him,  had  referred, 
could  serve  to  throw  no  light  whatever 
on  the  (question  to  which  it  was  applied. 
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:  No  alteration  in  the  balance  of  exchangf^ 
between  countries  not  possessing  mines  oC 
their  own  could  afi'ect  the  system  of  their, 
internal  circulation.  It  was  utterly  im- 
possible, that  in  a  general  interchange  of 
commodities,  the  demand  for  the  precious 
metals  should  ever  be  excessive.  These 
principles  were  so  incontrovertible  and  so, 
well  established,  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
attribute  the  diversity  of  opinioii  whicli 
prevailed  respecting  them  to  any  other 
cause,  than  a  disagreement  in  the  meaning 
of  the  term  employed,  by  which,  what  was 
obvious  to  one  understanding  was  ren- 
dered unintelligible  ,  to  another.  If  this 
were  not  the  case,  be  must  be  led  to  con- 
clude, that  different  understandings  were 
difierently  constructed.  But  with  respec^ 
to  the  Bill  immediately  before  the  House 
he  rose  on  this  occasion  to  enter  his  hum- 
ble protest  against  it  Bad  as  the  systen^ 
was  to  which  it  belonged,  he  regarded  ii^ 
as  its  worst  part,  because  it  cutoff  the  last 
hope  that  remained  of  revising  it.  Witl^ 
regard  to  what  had  been  said  about  a 
pound  note  and  a  shilling  being  equiva- 
lent tp  a  guinea,  he  thought  that  it  proved 
that  the  parliamentary  meaning  of  the  word 
equivalent  was  very  dif&rent  from  the 
common  acceptation  of  it;  and  that  thus 
the  word  equivalent,  like  '  permanent'  (u 
a  noble  lord  had  stated  a  few  evenings 
ago)  had  two  different  meanings.  Unless 
this  were  the  case,  it  was  certainly  impos- 
sible to  prove  that  a  pound  note  and  a 
shilling  were  eaual  to  a  guinea.  The 
remedy  proposea  by  this  Bill  appear^ed  to 
embrace,  as  a  principal  object,  the  pre* 
vention  of  two  prices.  Now,  with  respect 
to  two  prices,  properly  speaking  tnere 
was  an  inaccuracy  in  the  language ;  two 
prices  in  fact  could  never  exist.  It  was 
not  possible  to  maintain  the  existence  of 
two  contemporary  currencies  of  unequal 
values.  In  the  reign  of  William  3,  as 
every  body  knew,  one  port  of  the  cur- 
rency became  degraded  below  itsnomina) 
value,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  it 
banished  from  circulation  that  part  which 
was  justly  estimated.  The  haroship  com* 
plained  of  by  the  public  creditor  Wtfis  not 
that  the  currency  was  merely  depreciated, 
but  that  he  vvas  obliged  to  receive  it  at 
one  value,  and  pay  it  away  at  another.  It 
might  be  a  harsh  name  to  call  this3ill,  if 
it  passed,  an  act  for  the  promotion  of 
fraud ;  but  it  certainly  was  not  a  law  foir 
the  distribution  of  justice.  Persons  con- 
stantly engaged  in  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  stock  were  not  expend  to  the  loss  in* 
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curred  through  depreciation  ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  those  whose  property  had  been 
long  Tested  in  the  funds,  and  others  en- 
gaged in  Chancery  suits,  suffered  an  in- 
jury of  prodigious  extent.  They  found  at 
the  Bank  that  10  per  cent,  was  taken  in 
the  first  place  under  the  Income  Tax,  and 
in  the  second,  that  the  raloe  of  the  re- 
mainder was  diminished  above  30  per 
cent.  The  system  was  equally  injurious 
to  private  annuitants,  and  unless  so  great 
and  grieving  an  evil  should  be  redressed 
by  the  application  of  salutary  measures, 
and  looked  at  steadily  with  the  eye  of  a 
troe  statesman,  the  inconvenience  would 
soon  become  not  less  obvious  to  the 
meanest  capacity  than  it  already  was  to 
those  whose  inquii^ies  bad  rendered  them 
more  conversant  with  the  subject.  The 
present  Bill  appeared  to  him  to  resemble 
the  folly  of  children,  who  imagined  that 
they  would  remain  concealed  b^  placing 
their  hands  before'  their  eyes :  its  object 
was  to  draw  a  veil  between  the  country 
•and  its  real  situation.  No  doubt  the  ge- 
Boine  remedy  must  produce  inconvenience, 
and,  perhaps,  in  some  degree  distress ;  but 
these  would  be  greatly  augmented  by 
snflPering  the  distemper  to  continue  until 
it  should  assume  a  yet  more  formidable 
aapect.  He  thanked  the  House  for  the 
indulgence  he  had  experienced  ;  the  great 
importance  of  the  subject  and  hit  own 
conviction  of  its  natore  and  tendency  had 
prompted  him  to  state  on  what  grounds  he 
must  protest  against  the  Bill  then  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smith  admitted  that 
the  gold  coin  of  the  realm  had  disappear- 
ed ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  gold,  as 
well  as  other  articles,  might  not  be  made 
a  source  of  traffic.  In  many  instances  it 
•must  necessarily  be  expected,  such  as 
when  it  was  applied  in  the  purchase  of 
com,  or  other  commodities,  on  the  con- 
^nent.  The  high  price  of  bullion  was,  in 
-his  opinion,  wholly  attributable  to  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  being  asainst  us ;  and  un- 
til this  could  b^  remedied  it  was  not  to  be 
•xpected  that  we  should  have  an  influx  of 
that  coin,  of  which  the  country  now  ap- 
peared to  be  almost  totally  liiMiieJ.  Ra- 
ther than  see  two  prices  pnt  upon  the  cir- 
culating medium,  bovvever,  he  would  be 
«attsfied  to  see  the  copntry  without  a  single 
guinea. 

Sir  F.  Flood  could  not,  by  any  means, 
agree  to  a  Resolution  which  went  to  as- 
sert that  a  one  pound  note  and  a  shilling 
'were  equal  to  a  guias a.    He-had  had  very 
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frequent  and  satisfactory  assurances  of  the 
contrary  from  experience,  the  best  of  all 
teachers ;  yet  though  such  was  his  opinion, 
he  could  not  give  that  unqualified  oppo* 
sitibn  to  the  Bill  which  might  appear  to 
be  necessarily  deducible  from  it.  There 
was  one  provision  of  the  Bill,  which  in  the 
existing  situation  of  affairs,  was  absolutely 
requircKl  to  protect  the  poorer  and  feebler 
class  of  society  from  being  visited  by,  the 
oppression  of  the  wealthy  and  more  po1ver« 
fu|.i— he  meant  that  by  which 'landlords 
were  pret ented  from  exacting  from  their 
tenants  payment  of  their  rents  in  gold.  But 
here  his  approval  must  terminate.  In  the 
remaining  provisions  he  could  see  nothing 
but  a  mass  of  mischievous  absurdity.  The 
very  title  of  the  Bill  appeared  to  him  a 
misnomer,  it  was  callea  the  Gold  Coin 
Bill,  when  it  would  have  been  more  ap- 
propriately entitled  the  No  Coin  Bill.  He 
wo\ild  stote  to  the  ^ouse  a  fact,  which 
would  serve  as  wellas  any  that  had  hi- 
therto been  submitted  to  their  attention, 
to*  prove  the  existence  of  two  prices. 
Having  had  occasion  to  purchase  a  horse 
in  his  native  country,  he  had  visited  a  iiihr 
for  the  purpose,  where  havingfixed  onoue 
in  the  possession  of  a  country  dealer,  and 
asked  his  price,  he  was  answered,  thirty- 
eight  guineas,  upon  which,  pulling  ont  a 
parcel  of  Bank-notes,  amounting  to  that 
sum,  from  the  one  pocket,  and  a  purse 
containing  th1rty*four  guineas  in  gold» 
from  the  other,  he  asked  the  seller  which 
he  woqld  have,  when  the  man,  without 
hesitation^  made  bis  election  in  favour  of 
the  specie^  swearing  by  his  soul,  when  he 
could  get  it,  he  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  a  bit  of  a  note.  No  doubt  could 
exiat  but  that  a  similar  feeling  pervaded 
all  society ;  that  there  was  no  part  of  the 
country,  where  if  a  person  were  to  send 
guineas  to  market,  he  would  fail  of -getting 
such  articles  as  he  might  wish  to  purchase 
cheaper  than  if  he  were  to  send  paper  lo 
the  same  nominal  amount.  But  besides 
the  evil  which  must  result  from  the  exist- 
ence of  two  prices,  and  which  the  Bill 
wetit  to  inflict  on  the  community,  it  must 
also^  be  considered  as  tending  to  effect  the 
exclusion  of  specie  from  the  country,  and 
as  holding  forth  an  invitation  to  ioreign 
agento  to  extract  that  portion  which  it 
might  still  haply  be  found  to  contain. 
Could  any  rational  man  for  a  moment 
doubt,  that  such  must  be  iu  tendency, 
when  the  immense  disparity  of  value  be- 
tween the  metal  and  paper  curcency  was 
considered  ?  He  had  himself^  on  his  way  t» 
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the  Hoiu^.^pplied  tp  a|^oblsoiLtb  an  order 
Id  ftfc«ruiD¥tbAt  that  dUpstrity  ws^j.tmd 
hiftd  iHOtn  zumed  by  him,  that  a  guiQea 
AQUUiiied  Imllion^wblchwds  wortbtweoty. 
>eigbt4bUliMs,  if  boi^t  wilb  the  reduced 
ciMrr^cy.  Would  it  oot  be  absurd,  under 
tbeae  circjamstancea,  lo  suppose  that  gul- 
i)e«i  would. aat  be  sold,  or  if  it  were  un- 
safe ,to  sell  tbeiD>  hoarded  .till  an  opportu- 
u%\f  ieomld  be  found  of  doing  ao  ?  For  his 
.pi^lt,  if  be  were  to  consult  his  own  feel- 
ingaon  the  ;»ubject  {iUid  be  wa,s  perhaps 
as  dUinterested  as  his  neighbours),  be 
jBOpId  not  indulge  in  such  an  hypothesis. 
Ob  tbese  grounds,  though  as  be  had  Ji^- 
io^  atatf  d,  he  approved  of  pne  prof  ision  of 
the  Bill,  yet,  considered  ^  a  wholes,  be 
sittst  enter  his  vebeqieot  protect  against  it- 

Mr.  i^Yfton  was  of  ppini^^n,  that  the 
airiU  which  it  was  asserted  would  be  th^ 
rflsult.of  the  Bill,  were  either  fictitious,  or 
easily  obvieted  ;  and  th3t  und^r  all  ycir" 
onniiiapces,  tbena^stity  of  the  oieasure 
,innstbie  apparent  M>  ^U  who  suQcicntly 
raflae^d  cm  it. 

.Mr.  AforryolA having  on  the  finst  bring* 

iog  :  forward  of  the  present  ^nc^asure  op* 

pottd  it,  could  not  now  assent  to  it,  as, be 

;meaiitto  do,wiUioute3(pUininff  thqgrounyd^ 

.of  hie  Maent,  and  thus  shielding  himself 

tft^m  any  imputation  of  a  dereliction  of 

priociple.    In  many  respects,  the  bodies 

politic  and  natural  admitted  of  useful  com- 

.parison,  and  if  be  mig^t  now  be  pern^itted 

.totdsawjm. illustration  from  it,  be  w^uld 

^iMty,  tbal.at  the  time  he  opposed  the  mea- 

juret  wtiieh  ibe  now  approved,  the  state 

was  in  tbe  situation  of  a  patient,  whom  a, 

(iingnlar  operation  would  have  restored  to^ 

jper^ctand  immediate  health.;  it  was  now' 

jiaitho>sitaationof  onewbo  had  deferred 

jukcfaan  operatien.till  it  could  not  be  re- 

isoried  to  jritkwt  i^cnrrins  the  risk  of 

more  serious  eviU,  •'ven  of  death  itaelf. 

He  would  not  take  ifpon  himself  to  b^  to 

vwbat  caase  tbe  evil  was  jcbiafly  [attrifam- 

ilfllUe,.wbether.lo  the  stale  of  tbe  curiiency ; 

.•r.to  that  of  eurtforfeiyi  coginpffrcf al  reja-; 

ftions;  bntbe.tbatia^.it  miffht,  he  waare-. 

J^med  that  the  ^subject  had  been  branght 

faefiire  parliament.    If  no  other  good  wias 

loeresult  from  that  ciroumstancie,  the  pub-j 

ilicuvQuUl  dtriveino  slightcAatisfactionfrom: 

;the  .dealwatien  whwh   1^  been  .e^ad^ 

.aomeniffhM. since  by  the.gnvernor  lof  th^ 

.Bank  of  Englaad,  namely,  that   in  the; 

coaraeof  the  last  year,  the  Bank  issues 

4iad  ttodecgooe  a  diminution  of  two  mil- 

Jions.    And  .here  he  could  not  forbear 

(freeeing  on  the  attention  .ef  the  Honaf , 
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the  decided,  apdvery  laudable  ixM^I'^iatioo 
which  had  been  exhibited  by  the  governor 
and  directors  of  the  Bank,  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  remedy. the  evil  to 
which  the  country  was, exposed.  But  the 
reason  which  now  chiefly  induced  bfm.tp 
rise  was,  a  desire  to  suggest  some  cWigie 
of  our  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
countries  subject  to  tbe  enemy,  such  as 
might  have  the  effect  of  obviating^tbe.ne* 
cessity  of  having  recourse  in  mtpr^e  to 
measures  of  .a  similar  oatnre  to  that  which 
was  now  under  discussion.  It  had  been, 
as  was  well  kno^n,  for  ^  long  timi^  the 
ojbject  of  3uonaparte  to  efieqt  tbe  reduc- 
tion of  opr, political  power,  by  ea^Minff 
ojur  manufaA^tqres  from* the  countries  Wtiico 
had  fallen  beneath. hb rule,  and  thus  cut* 
tin^  off  a  main  souroe  ^f  our  national 
wealth.  How  sanguine  lie  bad  been  in 
tbe  prosecntipn.of  this  .plan,  not  to  <neB- 
tion  less  prominent  instanoes,  might  be 
collected  from. bis  late  attentpt  s^iost 
Russia,. Md^ichwAs  ipade  avpwedly  wilhj* 
.view; to  the  (iirthenanoe  of  his  Tppcpi»4e^ 
and  tbat'With  an  eagerqess  and  precjpii^ 
tion  which  bad  put, his  crown  and  life  in 
jeppardy.  ifhere  was  undoubtedly  muc^ 
rc^aaon  to  hopertbat  he  was  on  the,  eve  of 
being  .overtaken  by  a  just  retributiofi, 
whi(^,  while  it  j^veng^  the  causeiof  aii 
oppressed  world,  would  obvia^  Ibe  necea- 
fity  of  deliberating  .with -respect  to  mc^a^ 
.sucea  of  .future  deteAaerirom  injury;  ,b^t 
we  sl^Hiid  not  be  too  aanjoiiie  in  our  viewv 
jof  the  present  state  of  affairs,  however  in* 
dulgent  it  might  be  to  our  hopes.  It  wae 
hut  too  probable  that  our  enemiy.nught 
escape,  and  even  with  diminished  power 
retain  suQicient  to  accomplish  lua  gre^t 
.porpose  of  exeluding  ns  fi^mell  commie* 
cial  iotecciwirse  with  the  continent,  at 
either  extremity.  This.being  the,c^ae,  It- 
might,  not  be  inexp^ieat  lo  reflect  a.Uitk 
on  the.  peeress  of  tbe  measures  intended 
.to  ifliinre  our. Qommeroe,<aa  well  aa  tbeae 
.bv  which  they  had  been, met  on  nor  pfun* 
The  first  iQ»'liieh  the  enemytbad  reco«n;ap 
were  ami  by  the  Qr4ers  in  CooaciI,  .afl4 
.the  qon^ii^ce  of  both  ^was  .an  almoat 
total  oessation  of  commercial  intercourse:; 
this  state  of.th'mgi  oontinned  till  tbe  year 
X^P9i  when  .a  quantity, of  goods  were 
sbipp^  in  this  countcy,  and  the  efiR^;ts,of 
the  enemy  to  prevent  the.sale  Irnstralc^, 
and  this  was  continued  for  some  t^aie^  ti)! 
by  one  grand  stroke  of  policy,  a(l  hopes 
of  future  succiiss  were  wrested  'from  oa, 
and  for  some  time,  our  state  was  mtich  tbe 
;uuna  as  if  our  Prders  in  Council  had  beoa 
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liftdlv  enforced.  Bobnaparte, then  feeling 
4bat  the  people  he  governed  soiiered  rery 
much  from  the  vruit  of  certain  articles 
which '  it  was  in  our  power  to  withhold 
from  them,  agreed  to  t^ke  «  certain  quan- 
tity of  goods  upon  condition  that  we  sboold 
take  ID  return  commodities  to  the  same 
amount.  In  this  we  acquiesced ; '  but  it 
would  be  easily  perceived  by  those  w^io 
would  take  the  trouble  of  examining  the 
nature  of  this  traffic,  that  it  was  not  con- 
daded  on  any  principle  of  reciprocity. 
While  We  received  any  thin^^  wanted  in 
this  community,  be  made  a  stnct  selection 
of  such  articles  of  importation  as  he  was 
in  the  greatest  possible  want  of,  such  as 
d^ed  woods,  indigo,  and  other  materials, 
without  which,  certain  manufactures  must 
iiave  been  abandoned,  of  medicines,  of 
leather,  of  bridtes  and  saddles,  and  other 
equipments  for  his  cavalry.  How  for  such 
a  trade  as  this  could  be  beneficial  to  the 
couiitry  it  was  for  ministers  to  decide. 

Mr.  fVJMread  observed,  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  gentleman  were  most 
foreign  to  the  question  before  the  House. 
For  his  part  he  confessed  himself  wholly 
wiable  to  discover  their  applicability : 
there  might  perhaps  be  a  Ulysses  or  a 
Nestor  present,  who  could.  Possibly  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  the  Vice- 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  might  be 
able  to  show  it.  He  owned  that  he  was 
not  at  all  surprised  to  hear  the  hon.  gentle- 
aan  attribute  tlie  embarrassed  state  of  our 
currency  to  Buonaparte.  It  was  the  hon. 
^ntteman's  usual  practice  to  lay  all  our 
evils  at  Buonaparte's  door.  On  him  all  were 
thrown.  Perhaps,  even,  the  absence  of  a 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  might  be  owing 
to  Buonaparte's  having  turi^  up  some- 
what nearer  home  than  was  expected. 

Mr.  Batltwnt  intimated  that  his  noble 
friend  was  indisposed. 

Mr.  fVkiibriad  exprened  his  regret  at  the 
circumstance ;  he  had  supposed  it  possible 
that  Buonaparte's  having  been  found  at 
Berlin,  might  have  occasioned  the  noble 
Jord's  absence ;  knowing,  however,  the 
elasticity  of  the  noble  lord's  mind  and 
body,  be  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  soon 
veeover  his  wonted  health.  With  respect 
to  the  Bill  before  the  House,  the  object  of 
It  was  to  prevent  that  which  already 
ezisted-^two  prices.  Every  body  krfew 
that  all  the  necessaries  of  life  could  be 
bought  at  a  cheaper  rate  with  gold  than 
with  paper.  The  conduct  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  had  b««n  most 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


extraordinary.  Having,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, opposed  the  original  resolution  of 
the  House  on  the  ground  that  it  would  bt 
as  easy  to  controul  the  motion  of  thd 
heavenly  bodies  b3r%ct  of  parliainent,  as  to 
regulate  the  circulation  of  the  couutry 
under  the  circumstances  in  #hich  it  waa 
placed ;  having  again  resisted  the  BHl 
when  introduced  last  year,  he,  now  that 
ministers  tried  thehr  hand  at  it  again,  de« 
dared,  that  he  was  their  man,  and  gave 
his  support  to  this  notable  proj>ositton; 
The  House  were  placed  in  this  situation : 
they  first  roted  a  resolution  which  they  . 
could  not  maintain ;  and  they  then  at* 
tempted  to  bolster  it  up  by  a  law  which 
waseffisctive  only  in  preventing  the  na* 
tives  of  thb  country  (rom  purchasing  gold, 
and  in  opening  the  market  to  foreigners. 
Nothing  oould  be  more  absurd  than  the 
Bill  which  it  was  then  proposed  to  read  a 
third  time,  and  he  should  give  his  hearty 
vote  against  it 
A  division  ensued, 

For  the  third  reading. 80 

Against  it 15 

Majority.. •••...  -^CS 

Litt  qf  the  Minority  • 


Marsh,  C. 

BabiDgtoD,T. 

Martin,  H. 

Brand,  T. 

North,  D. 

Creevey,  T. 

Robinson,  G.  A. 

Calvert,  C. 

Weslernc,  C.  C. 

Flood,  sir  F. 

Whitbread,  S. 

Gordoo,  R. 

TELLERS. 

Grant,  J.  P. 

Hamilton,  lord  A. 

Lloyd,  J.  M. 

Bennet,H.O. 

HOFSE  OF  COMMONa 

TVeidoy,  December  15. 
Petition   from  the  Beistql  Clcbot 

AGAINST   THfi    CaTHOLIC    ClAHHS.]        Mr. 

Protheroe  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
Clergy  of  the  city  and  deanery  of  Bristol, 
setting  forth, 

''  That  the  .petitioners  are  warm  and 
sincere  friends  to  religious  toleration,  and 
to  the  free  exercise  of  religious  worship 
by  all  who  difier  from  the  Church  jby  law 
established,  yet  that  they  cannot  but  view, 
with  deep  concern  and  anxiety,  the 
alarming  extent  of  the  claims  so  strongly 
and  repeatedly  urged  by  their  Roman  Ca- 
tholic fellow •subjecU,  not  in  behalf  of  lU 
berty  of  conscience  (for  that  they  alreadj 
el^oy  in  its  utmost  extent)  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attaining  political  power;  and 
that  these  claims,  as  the  petitioners  under* 
stand,  directly  extcpd  to  tha  remorai  of 

(X) 
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all  restrictions  mad  disabilitiei  wh$MfU, 
on  account  of  religious  opinion^  and  to 
the  unRmited  riffbt  of  admission  not  only 
to  offices  of  the  Ei^hest  responsibility,  but 
e? en  into  the  legislallire  itself,  niider  a 
monarchy  and  a  constitution  tf  which 
Protestantism  has  hitherto  beeD»  and,  it  is 
earaestiv  hoped,  will  never  ceate  to  be  an 
essential  and    distinguishing    character; 
and  that,  as  the  petitioners  humbly  appro* 
bend,  it  is  altogeUier  impossible  to  aomit 
aoch  claims  without  destroying  some  of  the 
strongest  defences  by  which  our  citil  and 
religious  establishments  hate  long  been 
happily  secured  ;  and  though  many  of  the 
most  enlightened  advocates  for  theseclaims 
have  always  professed,  and  sincerely  pro- 
fessed, a  desire  that  other  securities  should 
be  substituted  in  their  place,  yet,  as  fisr  as 
the  petitioners  know  or  believe*  not  even 
Ihegtneral  nature  of  these  new  securities 
(much  less  their  specific  character  and 
tendency)  has  ever  yet  been  publicly  ex- 
plained, though  such  explanation,  iftruly 
convincing  and  aatiafactory,  woald   most 
powerfully  have  contributed  to  reconcile 
varieties  of  opinion,  and  to  remove  the  ap- 
prehensions of  danger  which  now  justly 
prevail  with  respect  to  this  momentous 
question;  so  that,  even  on  this  ground, 
without  adverting  to  the  great,  and,  as 
they  think,  insuperable  difficulties  inhe- 
rent   in  the  thing  itself,  the  petitioners 
deem  it  not  unreasonable  to  declare  their 
full  conviction  that,  if  the  above  mention- 
ed claims  should  be  conceded.  It  would  be 
utterly  impracticable  to  provide  new  d&- 
fencea  on  which  equal  dependence  could 
be  placed  for  the  lasting  safety  of  the  Pro- 
testant Government  and  Protestant  Church, 
as  they  Ve  now  established  in  this  United 
Kingdom ;   and  that  the  petitioners  rely, 
with  perfect  confidence,  on  the  wisdom  of 
parliament,  but  they  feel   it  to  be  their 
duty,  with  the  utmost  deference,  to  submit 
to  the  House  their  deliberate  opinion  on  a 
iqaestion,  which  they  cannot  pMibly  view 
as  limited  by,  mere  political  considerations, 
because  they  are  well  assured,  that  whatever 
may  afifect  the  safety  of  the  Establiched 
Church,  must  materially  affect  also  the 
interests  of  that  pure  and  reformed  reli- 
gion, of  which   the  Church  is  a  fatthlal 
guardian  and  deposit^y;    and  praying, 
that  the  House  will  be  pleased  effectually 
to  guard  against  the  adoption  of  any  mea^ 
aure  tending  to  weaken  or  undermine  the 
firm  and  tried  bulwarks  ei  that  constitu- 
tion in  Church  and  State,  under  which,  by 
the  bteasing  of  Divkw  Providence^  this 


t^m  BmkmUaf  JVTilfaii 

coantrybns,  aioeediaaraof  tbeBevoln** 
tion,  en^joycKd  a  degree  of  freedom,  peace, 
and  happiness  unknown  to  other  vaSkvup 
and  unexampled  in  former  ages.'' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONB. 

Wcdnc$d<gf,  December  16. 
Pbtition  of  Captain  Inous.]    Sir  R 
Bunkit  said,  he  held  in  his  hands  a  Pe* 
tition  from  captain  loglis,  who^  was  to 
have  gone  out  to  survey  Pert  Jackson. 
While  his  vessel  was  in  the  river,  some  of 
his  crew,  all  of  whom  had  proteetiens^ 
were  attacked   by  a  press-gang.     1^7 
resisted  this  press-gang,  and  beat  them  o^ 
but  he  himself  took  no  part  in  the  resist* 
ance.    A  complaint  was  lodged   al  the 
Thames  Police  Office,  to  which  he  was 
brought.    His  treatment  there  was  shock- 
ing  and  shamefuL    He  was  oonfined  fipem 
four  in  the  afternoon  till  eight  in  the  even- 
ing, in  a  place  which  it  was  scarcely  de 
cent  to  mention ;  and  vrhen  he  came  finosn 
this  place«"a  common  privy-— he  was  so 
overcome  with  the  stench,  that  he  vrM 
ready  to  faint.   He  was  conveyed  to  Clerk- 
enwell  Prison*  and  obliged  to  share  a  bed 
with  one  of  the  felons,  in  irons.  His  affiurs 
were  much  injured,  if  not  mined,  by  being 
detained  till  his  trial  should  come  on  in 
March  next    This  ^ntleman  was  weU 
known,  during  alonghfe,  as  possessed  of  a 
most  respecti^le  character.    He  vras  well 
related,  and  had  served  first  as  a  midship- 
nnn  in  the  king's  service,  and  afterwanls 
in  a  high  situa&n  in  a  vessel  belonging  to 
the  East  India  Company;  and  while  he 
was  in  the  Company^s  service,  he  had  r^ 
cetved  a  considerable  reward  firom  Uni 
Minto,  for  having  saved  the  lives  of  several 
persons  wrecked  on  an  unknown  rock  in 
the  Bay  of  Bengal.    He  had  references 
for   character   to    admiral  Himter,  lord 
Erskine,  Uie  hon.  Henry  Erskine,  and  se- 
veral other  respectable  individuals.    He 
hoped  that  the  Admiralty  would  of  them* 
selves  take  this  case  into  oonsideratioi^ 
and  prevent  its  coming  before  the  House. 
On  the  suggestion  of  the  Speaker,  the 
Petition  was  withdraum,  for  the  purpose 
of  endeavouring  to  state  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  with  greater  brevity. 

LoNnoH  BooKSELLias'  Petition,  ai* 
spBGTiNO  CopT-BiouTS,  &c.]  Mr.  Dsvies 
Giddy  presented  a  Pwition  from  the  book- 
sellers and  ^ablishersof  LoadoB  and  West- 
resetting  fiirth^ 
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"  That,by  »  lc^ef  S  Anne,  for  the  en- 
ceoragement  of  learning,  by  vesting  the 
copies  of  printed  books  in  the  anCbors  or 
porcbaaor  of  sncb  copies  during  the  time 
tbereiB  oMtitioiied,  k  was  enacted, 
MDODgiil  other  things,  that  if  any  person 
ahQMklfepnnt  any  book  without  the  con- 
•cot  of  the  proprietor,  as  therein  nM»- 
tiootd,  the  olR^ndor  ahonkl  forfeit  sach 
book,  and  alsi^  out  penny  for  every  sheet 
food  in  his  custody ;  bat  it  was  protided, 
that  BO  ooe  shonM  be  fitbject  to  snch  pe* 
floilty  onless  the  title  to  the  copy  of  snch 
booK  should.be  entered  in  the  register 
book  of  the  Company  of  Stationers ;  and 
H  was  liirther  provicM  and  enacted,  that 
Btoe  copies  of  oacb  book,  upon  the  best* 
paper,  that  should  be  printed  and  published 
«9  aforesaid,  or  reprinted  and  published 
with  additions,  should,  bv  the  printer 
tboreof,  be  delivered  to  the  warehouse- 
keeper  of  the  said  Company  of  Stationers 
befere  such  publication  made,  for  the  use* 
of  the  roral  library,  the  Hbrartes  of  the 
UniversttM  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
file  iibraries  of  the  four  Universities'  in 
Scotland,  the  library  of  Sion  College,  in 
London,  and  Che  library  belonging  to  the  Ih- 
calty  of  adtocates  in  Edinburgh ;  and  that, 
by  an  act  of  41  Geo.  5,  for  the  fiirther  en- 
couragement of  learning  in  the  united  king- 
doro  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  b^  se- 
coring  the  copies  and  copirright  of  printed 
books  to  the  authors  of  such  books,  or 
iheW  assigns,  for  the  time  therein  men- 
tioned, it  was,  amongst  other  things,  eiH 
acted,  that,  in  addition  to  the  nine  copies 
^en  required  by  law  to  be  delivered  to 
tbe  warehouse-keeper  of  the  said  Com- 

Cy  of  Stationen,  and  each  and  e?ery 
k  which  should  be  entered  in  tbe  re- 
gular book  of  the  said  company,  one  other 
copy  should  be  in  like  manner  delivered 
for  tbe  use  of  the  library  of  the  college  of 
tbe  Holy  Trinity  in  Dublin,  and  one  other 
copy  for  the  library  of  the  society  of  tbe 
King^  Inn,  Dublin,  of  every  book  that 
•bouM  be  thereafter  printed  and  published, 
and  entered  in  the  said  register  book  of 
the  said  company ;  and  that  it  was  the 
general  persuasion  of  authors  and  book* 
fellecsj  tbat^  by  the  paid  act  of  qiieen 
Aiyie,  copies  of  those  books  only  were  re- 
quired to  be  delivered  which  the  pro- 
prietors chose  to  enter  at  Stationers'  Hall 
to  entitle  tbemseWes  to  the  protection  of 
the  said  fbrflriture  of  one  penny  a  sheet  of 
the  pirated  copies,  and  therefor)e>  when  by 
the  Increased  expences  of  publication,  the 
aaMl  Ibfieitmre  of  om  ptnny  a  '     ^ 


came  an  inadequate  protection,  the  prac- 
tice of  entering  the  books  gradually  les- 
sened ;   and  that  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge,   having    lately   contended    that 
copies  of  all  books,  whether  registered  or 
not  at  Stationers'  Hall,  should  be  delivered, 
commenced  an  action  against  a  printer  of 
a  recent  publication  for  not  delivering  the 
several  copies  ^ereof,  upon  which  case  it 
has  been  determroed  that  the  said  act  of 
queen  Anne  enjoins  the  delivery  of  copies 
of  all  works  printed  and  published,  whether 
registered  at  Stationers'  Hall  or  not ;  and 
that  this  determination  will  subject  the  peti- 
tioners to  great  expence,  and  operate  very 
seriously  to  discourage   literature;    and 
that  the  best  paper  Copies,  at  the  period 
of  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  were  not  si* 
milar  to  the  expensive  fine  paper  copies  now 
printed,  nor  were  any  works  of  that  costly 
deacriptton,  which  now  issue    from  the 
British  press,  at  that  tioEie  known,  mai;iy  of 
those  works  are  now  printed  by  authors  at 
their  own  evpence,  and  many  others  upoa 
their  sharing  the  profits  after  tbe  deduc* 
tionof  all  expences;  and  the  petitionera 
humbly  submit  that  to  enforce  a  delivery 
9i  eleven  copies  of  aU  bpoks  tvili,  in  tbe 
cases  in  which,  from  the  nature  of  tbn 
works,  and  limits  sale,  a  small  number 
only  is  printed,  operate  as  a  great  dis- 
couragement to  the  undertaking  of  such 
works ;  and  that,  by  the  said  act  of  queen 
An*  e,  the  term  of   twenty-eight  years' 
copyright  is  secured  to  the  author,  and  his 
assigns,  in  case  he  should  be  alive  at  the 
end  of  the  first  fourteen  years,  but,  in  case 
he  should  then  be  dead,  the  copyright 
ceases  at  the  end  of  the  first  fourteen 
yean ;  and  the  petitioners  humbly  submit 
that  this  distinction  is,  in  many  cases,  pro- 
ductive of  great  hardships  to  the  fomiliea 
of  authors,  and  is  not  founded  upon  just 
principles;  and  that  the  petitioners  could 
state  innumerable  instences  of  w6rks  lately 
published  and  now  publishing,  to  prove 
the  heavy  burthen  which  will  be  thrown 
upon  authors  and  publishers,  by  enforcing 
the  delivery  of  the  copies  required  on  best 
paper ;  upon  ten  works  published  by  one 
lM>okffeller,  the  amount  would  be  5,6982. ; 
upon  twelve  works  published  by  another 
bookseller,  the  amount  would  be  2,990/.; 
and  the  petitioners  need  only  add  to  this 
statement  some  single  works  ob  best  pa- 
per, via.  Daniel's  Oriental  Scenery  2,3101.; 
SIbthorpe's   Flora  Greca  2,500/.;    Bri- 
tish Gallery  of  Engraving  1,0651.;  Mr. 
Johnes's  missart  and  Monstrelet  Chro- 
nidot    J^lOO/.}    Dibdin's   Typography 
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'A2QL;  Lord  Valeotia'a  Tra?eli  577/.; 
Costuroeii  of  the  World  53'2/. ;  Hodges'i 
Views  in  India  402/. ;  Salt's  Viewi  300/. 
6».  ;  the  new  editions  of  Dugdale's.  Mq- 
nasticoQ  will  be  1,430  guineas  ;  the  new 
editions  of  Wood's  Atben8eOxonienses770 
guineas,  Daniel's  Voyage  to  India  132/., 
taken  from  an  infinite  number  of  works  of 
great  expence  lately  published  and  now 
publish  ing»  of  the  best  copies  of  which, 
such  as  required  by  the  statute  and  the 
determination,  frequently  only  fifty 
copies,  fuid  in  some  instances  even  a  less 
number^  are  printed,  prove  lo  the  House 
that  the  petitioners  are  not  complaining 
upon  frivolous  srounds;  and  pra^ring,. 
that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  granting  relief  to  the  petitioners/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Tillers  of  the  ExcHEauEa — Letters 

FROM  THE  MaRQUISSES  OP  BUCKINGHAM  AND 

Camden.]  Mr.  Wharton'presented  the  fol- 
lowing Letters  of  the  roarquisses  Bucking- 
ham and  Camden,  addressed  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Excheoner ;  relative  to  giving 
|lp  a  proportion  or  their  net  Incomes  as 
Tellers  of  the  £zchck|uer :  as  well  as  all 
Proceedings  of  the  Treasury  thereupon. 

'  Mo.  ]. — The  Marqoisses  Buckingham 
and  Camden,  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Escheqner. 

Exchequer,  Not.  21,  1812. 

Sir;  nnder  the  impression  which  we 
entertain  of  the  encreased  sacrifices^  to 
which  the  country  will  in  all  probability 
be  called  by  the  pressure  upon  its  re- 
aovces,  in  a  moment  of  unexampled  ex- 
pence  and  difficulty  ;  we  are  anxious  to 
express,  through  you,  our  desire  and  inten- 
tion of  contributing  our  voluntary  aid  to 
the  expences  of  the  war :  wt  therefore  re- 
qoett  you,  as  the  regular  official  channel 
of  communication  from  the  Exchequer  to 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
to  sijgni^  to  them,  our  intention  of  paying 
in  aid  of  the  general  services  of  the  year, 
and  in  quarterljr  payments,  one-third  of 
the  net  profits  arising  from  the  salary  and 
fees  of  our  respective  tellersbips  of  the 
Exchequer.  We  propose,  and  intend,  to 
continue  this  voluntary  contribution  for 
and  during  the  present  war ;  and  to  com- 
mence it  from  and  after  the  present  quar- 
ter ending  on  the  5th  of  January  next. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

^  (Signed)  Nugent  BucuNGHAit, 
Candbn. 


Tdier$  qf  tkcExckeqwr-^ 


C31« 


No.  2. — ^Treasury  Minute,  24th  No- 
vember 1812. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  lay» 
before  the  Board,  a  letter  addressed  to  biea 
by  the  marquisses  of  Buckingham  and 
Camden,  dated  21st  inst.  in  which  they 
state,  **  that  under  the  impressions  whidb 
they  entertain  of  the  encreased  sacrifieee 
to  which  the  country  will  in  ell  probabi* 
lity  be  called  by  the  pressure  upon  its  re- 
sources in  a  moment  of  unexampled,  es* 
pence  and  diffictilty,  they  are  anxioae  lo 
express,  through  him,  their  desire  and  in* 
tention  of  contributing  their  vokustary  aid 
to  the  expences  of  the  war ;  the^  therefore 
request  him,  as  the  regular  official  channel 
of  communication  from  the  Exchequer  to 
this  Board,  to  signify  to  ua.  their  inteatioift 
of  paying,  in  aid  pf  the  general  services  of 
the  year,  and  in  quarterly  pa^nlenu,  one* 
third  of  the  net  profits  arising  firofn  .the 
salary  and  fees  of  their  respsfctive  teller* 
ships  of  the  Exchequer;  and  that  the j 
propose  and  intend  to  continue  this  vo- 
luntary contribution  for  and  daring  tho 
present  war ;  and .  to  commence  it  from 
and  after  the  present  quarter  ending  the 
5th  January  next.'' 

My  lords  read  the  218th  sectioo  of  the 
Act  of  the  4Sd  of  the  King,  ca|>.  122,  di- 
recting the  mode  and  receipt  and  appli- 
cation of  the  voluntary  contributions  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war. 

My  lords  are  pleased  to  direct,  thai 
letters  be  written  to  the  marquis  of  Buck* 
tngham  and  marquis  Camden  respectively^ 
expressine  to  them  the  high  sense  whidb 
their  lordships  entertain  of  their  public 
spirited  and  patriotic  intention  of  contri- 
buting one-third  of  the  net  profits  of  the 
salary  and  foes  of  their  respective  teller- 
ships  of  the  Exchequer,  in  aid  of  the  ge- 
neral services  of  the  year :  and  transniit* 
ing  to  them  respectively  copies  of  the 
2 1 8th  section  of  the  said  Act;  and  rei 
questing  their  lordships  will  be  pleased  to 
give  directions  that  the  said  voluntary  con- 
tributions may  be  paid  into  the  Bank, 
from  time  to  time,  conformably  to  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  said  Act. 

No.  3. — Geo,  Haeeison,  Esq«  to  the 
Marquisses  Buckingham  and  Cam- 
den. 

Treasury  Chambers,  Nov.  50, 1812. 

My  lords;    the  Chancellor  of  the!^? 

chequer  having  laid  before  the  Lords  Coin-  • 

missioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  your 

lordship's  leUer  of  21s(  i^st.  statii^  «'  thai 
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Doder  ibe  impreMiaDS  wUcb  Towr  lord- 
•hips  entertaiQ  %i  the  eocreaaed  sacrifices 
to  which  the  couBiry  will,  io  all  probabi* 
liiy«  h%  called  by  the  pfieasure  «ipoo  its  re- 
KNircea,  in  a  moment  of  unexampled  ex* 
pence  and  difficulty,  yoar  lordshipe  are 
anxious  to  expreas,  through  him,  your  de* 
sires  and  intention  of  eontriboting  your 
ipei— tafy  aid  to  the  expences  of  t£e  war, 
and  therefore  reqwesting  him,  as  the  re- 
■ular  official  chaanel  of  communication 
mm  the  Exchequer  to  this  Board,  to  sig« 
Bify  to  thb  Board  your  lordships  intention 
•I  paying,  in  aid  of  the  general  services 
of  the  year,  an4  in  qoarterly  payments, 
one  third  of  the  net  profito  arisin|p  from 
the  salary  and  fees  of  your  respective  tel- 
krahips  of  the  Exchequer,  and  that  your 
lordships  propose  and  intend  to  continue 
this  voluntary  contribution  for  and  during 
the  present  war,  and  to  commence  it  from 
and  after  the  present  quarter  ending  5th 
of  January  next;';  I  have  it  in  command, 
from  my  lords,  to .  express  to  your  lord- 
ships, the  high  sense  which  they  entertain 
of  your  public  spirited  and  patriotic  in- 
tention, of'  contributing  one  third  of  the 
net  prcMfits  of  the  salary  and  fees  of  your 
respective  tellerships  of  the  Exchequer,  in 
aid  of  the  general  services  of  the  year ; 
and  I  aos  commanded  by  my  lords,  to 
transmit  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  218th 
•ection  of  the  Act  of  the  43d  of  the  King, 
cap.  132,  directing  the  mode  of  receipt 
and  application  of  voluntary  contributions 
fcr  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war ; 
and  to  .request  your  lordships  will  be 
pleased  to  give  directions,  that  your  aaid 
voluntary  contributions  may  be  paid  into 
the  Bank  of  England  from  time  to  time, 
cmiformablyto  the  .provisions  of  the  said 
Act    1  am,  my  lords,  &c. 

Gao.  Harxison. 

(Enclosure.) 
"  Ai|.d  whereas  his  Mjiyesty's  subjects, 
residing  out  of  Great  Britain,  and  others, 
may  be  desirous  of  Toluntariiy  contribu- 
ting towards  the  purposes  of  this  Act ;  be 
it  mrther  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  person  or  persons,  body  corpo- 
rate or  politic,  an4  at  any  time  or  times 
during  the  continuance  of  this  Act,  to  pay 
or.  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  said  governor 
or  company,  qr  to  their  cashier  or  cashiers, 
or  other  person  or  pefsons  to  be  authorised 
by  theaa,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  as 
.and  for  a  voluntary  con^ib^tion,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war ;  and  in 
aocn.case,,  to  ri^uire  ^  certificate  <^  cer* 


tificates  for  the  same,  acknowledging  the 
payment  of  such  voluntary  contntnitton ; 
which  sums  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  for 
which  such  certificates  shall  be  required, 
shall  be  deeo»ed  and  taken  to  be  volun- 
tary contributions  of  such  persons,  Jbodi^ 
politic  or  corporate  respectively,  towards 
effecting  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  and 
shall  be  applied  as  the  other  monies  paid 
into  the  Bank  of  England  by  virtue.of  this 
Aci  may  be  applied.'' 

No.  4.— The  Marquisses  BocKwoaAM 
and  Camdin  to  Gbovob  Haixisoii, 
Bq. 

Exchequer,  Dec  Sd,  1812. 

Sir ;  in  consequence  of  the  desire  of 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury^ 
signified  to  us  in  your  letter  of  November 
30th,  we  have  this  day  given  Amieceanry 
directions  that  the  voluntary  contribution 
of  one*third  of  the  net  prcnts  of  our  re- 
spective tellershipsof  the  ^ccheouer,  shall 
be  paid  by  quarterly  paymenu,  from  time 
to  time  as  they  shall  accrue,  from  and 
stfler  the  present  quarter  endmg  on  the  5th 
of  January  181 S,  to  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  Engjand  or  their 
cashier,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
43d  of  the  King,  cap.  122.:  which  we  re- 
quest you  to  communicate  to  their  lord* 
ships.    We  have  the  honour  to  be,  hic. 

NUGBNT  BuCKINQBAM. 

Camden. 
^0.5.— The  Marquisses  Buckingbaii 
and  Camden  to  the  Chancellor 

of  the   EXCHEQUEE. 

Exchequer,  December  11, 1812. 
Sir ;  as  it  is  understood,  firom  the  dis« 
cussions  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  oo  the  subject  of  the 
public  revenues,  that  the  expences  of  the 
ensuing  year  will  probably  exceed  those 
of  the  present,  we  tnink  it  right,  in  expla* 
nation  of  the  letter  which  we  had  the  ho* 
nour  of  addressing  to  you  on  the  21st  No* 
vember  last,  to  state  to  you,  iat  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury,  that  if  in  any  year  during  the 
present  war,  the  net  profits  of  tbe  several 
fees  and  salaries  received  in  our  offices  in 
the  Exchequer  should  exceed  jijbose  of  the 
current  year,  it  is  our  intention,  in  every 
such  year,  to  pay  as  our  voluntary  contn- 
bution  to  the  public,  in  addition. to  the 
one-third  of  our  profiu  as  stated  in  that 
letter,  the  whole  of  such  excess  beyond 
the  net  receipu  of  the  present  year.  We 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nugent  Buckincba^ 
Camden.  ' 
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No.  6.»»Te£asukt  Minutb  of  llib  De* 
cember,  1812* 

The  Chtticellor  of  th«  Eicheqvor  lays 
before  the  Board,  a  letter,  of  this  day's 
date,  which  he  has  received  from  the  mar* 
opisiei  of  Bockingham  and  Camden,  at 
Allows: 

^  Sir ;  as  it  is  understood,  from  the  dts- 
cnssioBs  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  subject  of  the 
puUtc  rerente,  that  the  expences  of  the 
otoungyear  wtU  probably^  exceed  those 
of  the  present  we  think  it  right,  in  expla- 
nation of  the  letter  which  we  had  the 
iMnour  of  addressing  to  you  on  the  20th 
of  November  last,  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 
Msyesty's  Treasury,  that  if  in  any  year 
during  the  present  war,  the  net  profits  of 
the  several  fees  and  salaries  received  in  our 
offices  in  the  Exchequer,  should  exceed 
those  of  the  current  year,  it  is  our  inten* 
tion,  ia every  such  year,  to  pay,  as  our 
voluntary  contribution  to  the  public,  in 
addition  to  the  one- third  of  our  profits, 
as  stated  in  that  letter,  the  whole  of  such 
excess  beyond  the  net  receipts  of  the  pre- 
aent  year.'' 

My  lords  read  their  Minute  of  the  24th 
November  last,  and  the  letter  written  to 
the  marquiases  of  Bockingham  and  Cam- 
den in  pursuance  thereof. 

My  fords  are.  pleased  to  direct,  that 
letters  be  written  to  the  marqoisses  Bi  vk- 
ingham  and  Camden,  respectively,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  this  communi- 
cation, and  of  their  intention  still  farther 
to  extend  their  publte  spirited  and  pa- 
triotic contribution  to  the  expences  of  the 
wiTr,  and  requesting  that  they  will  be 
pleased  to  pursue  the  same  course  with  re- 
gard to  this  excess,  as  with  respect  to  the 
original  contribution. 

No.  7^--^ioRas  Haaaisov,  eaq.  to  the 
Marquissea  BvcxniaiiAiiaml  Casi- 

DBN. 

IVeasury  Chamberv,  Dec.  15, 1812- 
My  lords ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
eliequef  having  hid  before  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  IVeasury, 
your  lordships'  letter  of  the  I  Ith  instant, 
stating,  **  that  as  it  is  understood,  firom 
fte  discussions  wtiicfa  have  taken  place  in 
the  House  of  Coinmon8>  on  the  sulrject  of 
the  public  revenue,  that  the  expences  of 
the  ensuing  year  wtH  probably  exceed 
those  of  the  present  year,  your  lord  Aips 
think  it  right,  in  explanation  to  your  letter 
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to  the  ChnceUor  of  Um  JhthoqMr,  to  ioN 
form  my  lords,  that  if  in  any  year  ^mng 
the  present  war  the  net  pvofiu  of  the  ee* 
veral  fees  ami  salaries  received  uayoor 
lordships'  offices  in  the  Exchequer,  SMokl 
exceed  those  of  the  current  year,  it  in 
your  lordships'  intention  in  every  suds 
year  to  pay,  as  your  voluntary  oontribo- 
tions  to  the  public,  m  adUition  totlw  «m^ 
third  of  your  profits,  aa  slated  in  the  sa«|i 
letter  of  the  21st  ult,  the  whole  of  aocb 
excess  beyond  the  net  receipts  of  the  pvie- 
sent  year;"  I  have  it  in  comnand  froos 
my  lords,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  lordships  said  letter,  comoranieating 
your  intention  still  further  to  extend  yo«B* 
public  spirited  and  patriotic  contiibuti— 
to  the  expences  of  tws  war^'and  to  rtqoeot 
that  your  lordships  will  bo  pleased  topor* 
sue  the  same  course  with  regard  to  this  ex- 
cess as  with  fespect  to  the  original  coMri- 
bution.    I  am,  my  lords,  &c. 

Gbo.  Hariis 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
ThumU^f  December  |7. 
The  Bishop  of  Chester  presented  a  F»« 
tition  from  the  clergy  and  certain  mhaU* 
tants  of  Manchester  and  SalA»rd,  against 
the  Catholic  Claims.  His  lordship  £atedl» 
that  the  Petition  was  signed,  in  addition  to 
the  clergy,  by  1,000  respectable  kshaki* 
tants  and  several  dissen^ng  mioiaters^-^ 
^be  Doke  of  Montrose  presented  a  Fo* 
tition  fi*om  the  corporatinn  and  inhabitant* 
of  Grantham,  also  againtt  tlye  Catholic 
Claims-^Ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Invasiom  of  Russia.]  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool  presented  ^  Message  from  thm 
Prince  Regent,  expressing  his  royal  highr 
ness's  desire  to  tender  aid  to  the  people  of 
Russia,  suffering;  in  conseqioence  of  the  in* 
vasion  of  prance,  and  recommending  to 
(he  House  to  concur  in  that  object.  fSeo 
proceedings  of  the  Commons]. 

His  Roval  RIghness's  Message  was  or* 
dered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  to* 
morrow. 

iNFoaiiATioMsBx'OPFicto.]  Lord  IM^ 
lani{  gave  notice  of -his  intenftion,  at  an 
eairly  period  after  the  hoHdays,  to  present 
.a  Bill  relative  to  £x-Officio  Informations. 
The  noble  lord  stated,  that  he  should  not 
have  again  pressed  this  subject  had  his 
former  BiH  been  under  the  consideration 
of  a  large  portion  6f  the  House ;  but  tii# 
tact  mB,  It  was  brovghlMward  at  a  tain 
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^Mriod  ^  Ae  n^mkom,  when  the  aUeiidwMe 
wtf  tliin»  and  therefete  he  propotfed  to 
veaew  «he  sieatofe  eian  early  epporieaity 
•Aeribe 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tkuriday,  Ikcember  17. 

PmNCI  BboBNT's  MssSAOC  llSPBCTim» 

TUE  Invasioii  or  Kvssia.]  The  Chan- 
cetfcar  of  the  Bzohe^eer  presteted  the  M- 
iemng  Message  from  his  royal  highaets 
ehe  Prince  Regent : 
"  George  P.  fi. 
^  The  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the 
saame  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty, 
Wmg  taken  into  his  sartons  consideration 
the  aceonnts  whioh  he  has  receiTed  of  the 
•evere  dhsMesaes  to  which  the  inhahitania 
«f  %■  part  of  the  empire  of  Rossi*  hare 
been  exposed,  in  their  persons  and  pro- 
f>erty,  in  conseqnenee  of  the  nnproToked 
said  atrocioQi  tnirasioo  of  that  country  by 
the  rater  of  France,  and  «f  the  exemplary 
«nd  extraordinary  roagnantmity  and  forti- 
tode  with  which  they  have  submitted  to 
the  greatest  pri?alions  and  sufferings  in 
theckfence  of  their  country,  and  the  ar- 
dent loyally  and  unconquerable  spirit 
they  hare  dtspfaiyed  in  its  cause,  whereby 
vesohs  hafe  bieen  produced  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  tidierests  ef  this  kingdom 
«nd  to  the  general  cause  of  Europe,  re- 
-ceoMnends  to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
.unable  his  lU^al  Highness,  in  aid  of  the 
^ontribudons  which  naTe  been  commenced 
within  the  Russian  empire,  for  this  purpose, 
to  aHofd  to  the  aufier ing  subjects  ot  bis  Ma- 
iasty's  good  and  great  ally  thu  emperor  of 
Attssi^  such  speedy  and  eflfectual  relisf 
us  may  be  suitable  to  this  asost  interesting 
ocotfion*  G.  P.  R." 

The  Ckausdhr  qf  ike  Exchequer,  when 
the  Message' #as  read,  proposed  that  it 
ahould  be  referred  to  the  Coflunittee  of 
Supply. 

Mr.  ffkiihrcMd  said,  that  we  ought  to 
begin  by  relieving  our  own  aianringmanu- 
Usurers,  as  he  saw  no  reason  why,  in  this 
instance,  charity  should  not  begin  at  home. 
Sir  F.  BurdeU  said,  that  this  Message 
w«s  not  onlv  extraordinary,  but  insaUing 
to  the  people  of  this  country. 

Bir.  Stephen  dififored  muoh  from  the  hon. 
baronet,  and  thougl^  the  grant  recom* 
saended  in  the  Message  advisable  in  the 
bighesi  degpree. 

Mr.  Pameemby  said,  that  the  Message, 
wlmtever  might  be  iu  propriety,  appeared 
40  hiin>  or  rather  came  upon  bim,  as  a 


matter  of  'complete  novelty,  Tbouch 
some  of  his  friends  might  have  done  so,  his 
confessed  that  he  bad  not,  as  yet,  formed 
his  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  said^  thet 
he  should  do  so  before  lo-morrow. 

Earl  Tenfie  said,  though  he  had  not  m 
jfct  decided,  that,  at  present,  the  strong 
inclination  of  his  mind  was  to  support  the 
grant. 

Mr.  Lockart  spoke  in  support  of  the 
grant,  and  was  hostile  to  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  baronet. 

The  Mesuge  was  then  ordeaad  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply  to- 
morrowt  

HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 
Friday,  December  18. , 
ExcsAM#B     OF   PaisoNxas*  —  SaATt 
TaAsi.)    Lard  Holland  expressed  ikwish 
to  put  qasstwns  to  the  noble   earl  op- 
posite upon  two  subjects  to  which  iie  had 
adverted  in  a  former  session.     With  re* 
spect  to  the  African  Slave  Trade,  six  years 
mid  now  elapsed  since  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  had  united  in  a  wish  that  ap- 
plications ahould    be  made  to    foreiga 
powers  to  procure  the  abolition  of  that  m* 
human  traffic.    He  lamented,  however,* 
to  observe,  that  the  tra^de  still  contmoed 
to  be  carried  oil  under  the  flags  of  our  aU 
lies,  Spain  and  Portugal,  but  he  feared 
with  a  large  proportion  of  British  capital. 
He  was  anxious  to  know  what  steps  had 
been  taken,  making  use  of  the  mfluence 
which  we  must  mUorally  have  in  the  coun- 
cils of  those  allies,  to  procure  the  abolition 
of  this  disgraceful  traffic,  and  whether, 
after  the  lapse  of  so  long  a  period,  any  no* 
gociadon  upon  thb  point  had  at  last  Seen 
nearly  brought  to  a  termination  ?    He  did 
not  mean  to  impute  neglect  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  but  it  could  not  escape 
notice,  that  the  minority  of  the  Prince  Re* 
gent's  council  was  now  composed  of  these 
who  were  hostile  to  the  abolitimrof  this 
trade.— With  respect  to  an  Exchange  of 
Prisoners,  he  was  also  anxious  to  know 
whether  any  steps  had  been  taken  subse* 
^nent  to  the  last  negociation,  with  a  view 
to  the  attainment  of  this  object ;  and  who-* 
ther  if  it  was  found  not  attainable  con-' 
sistently  with  the  honour  and  interesU  of 
the  country,  it  was  not  intended  by  mi- 
nisters to  institute  an  investigation  into  the 
causes  which  had  prevented  the  attain- 
ment of  this  object,  so  essential  to  the  in« 
terests  of  humanity  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  stated,  with  re- 
gard to  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  that 
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crery  effort  had  been  made  by  the  Prince 
Regent^s  government,  consistently  with 
the  honour  and  interests  of  the  country, 
to  efiect  an  object,  which,  in  every  point 
of  view,  was  so  highly  desirable,  but  un- 
fortunately in  vain.  That  no  propo- 
sition had  lately  been  made  by  the  enemy 
was  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  events 
which  bad  occurred  during  the  last  six 
months.  As  to  the  Slave  Trade,  however 
hostile  he  had  been  to  the  abolition  of  it, 
nevertheless  when  that  abolition  had  be- 
come the  law  of  the  land,  he  became  as 
anxious  as  any  one,  that  foreign  powers 
should  also  abolish  the  traffic.  He  assured 
their  lordships  that  this  object  had  not 
been  Idst 'sight  of  by  any  of  the  govern- 
ments in  power  since  the  act  of  the  legis- 
iature.  There  had  been,  however,  great 
difficulties  to  encounter  in  the  progress  of 
the  negociation,  but  with  one  of  the 
powers  alluded  to,  the  negociation  was  in 
a  tram  to  lead  him  to  hope  that  it  would 
speedily  be  brought  to  a  successful  termi- 
nation.  With  the  other  power  greater 
difficulties  bad  occurred,  from  the  un- 
settled state  of  its  government ;  but  the 
object  bad  not  been  lost  sight  of,  nor 
would  any  e&ot%  be  wanting  on  the  pert 
of  ministers,  to  bring  the  negociation  to 
a  successful  ternunation* 

Princb  Rbgent'sMessagb  aaaPBCTiNO 
THB  Intasion  op  JtvssiA.]  On  the  order 
of  the  day  for  uking  into  consideration 
the  Prince  Regent's  Message  respecting 
the  Invasion  of  Russia, 
.  The  i^arl  of  Uoerpool  said,  that  in  rising 
to  move  an  Address  in  answer  to  his  Royal 
Highness's  most  gracious  Message,  he 
should  perhaps  have  thought  it  only  neces- 
sary to  move  the  Addre»»s,  leaving  to  that 
feeling  which  be  was  satisfied  actuated 
the  great  majority  of  that  House  and  the 
country,  to  express  a  concurrence  in  an 
object,  which  embodied  so  many  senti- 
ments congenial  with,  and  characteristic 
of  genuine  British  feeling.  Understand- 
ing, however,  that  elsewhere  some  senti- 
inent  had  been  expressed  hostile  to  the 
purpose  of  the  Message,  he  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  it. 
A  greater  exertion  had.  been  made  by  the 
ruler  of  France  against  Ru85ia,^han  he  had 
put  forth  against  any  other  power.  He 
had  entered  Russia  with  a  force  of  not  less 
than  S60,00()  men,  including  60,000  Ca« 
valry,  and  this  ^t  a  time  when^  IVom  va- 
rious circomstaoBes,  notAow  to  lie  entered 
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into,  one  of  which,  however,  wis  the  delay 
which  arose  in  making  peace  with  the 
Turks,  which  detained  a  large  portion  of 
the  Russian  force  in  a  remote  part  of  the 
empire,  the  Russian  army  was  numerically 
inferior  to  the  invading  army  of  France. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  advice 
was  followed  whidh  had  been  given  from 
various  quarters,  but  particalarly  by  the 
gallant  commander  of  our  armies  in  the 
peninsula,  to  act  upon  a  defensive  system. 
In  conformity  with  this  system,  the  Kossiaa 
troops  retreated,  but  in  a  manner  that 
gave  birth  to  the  most  sanguine  hope  of 
the  events  which  ultimately  followed. 
During  the  course  of  the  retreat  not  a  corps 
was  cut  off,  nor  a  detachment  made  priso- 
ners, except  in  partial  conflicts.  At 
length  the  opportunity  arrived. for  offen* 
sive  operations,  and  the  events  that  fol- 
lowed were  already  before  the  public.  To 
give  effect  to  this  ofiensive  system,  the 
greatest  sacrifices  had  bejsn  made.  There 
was  no  example  in  modem  warfare  of  «o 
great  and  magnanimous  a  sacrifice  as  that 
of  the  burning  of  Moscow;  Look  at  a  po» 
pulation  of  200,000  persons,  voluntarily 
quitting  their  homes,  and  sacrificing  thenr 
houses  and  their  property,  in  order  that 
Moscow  might  not  afiord  quarters  and  be^ 
come  a  place  of  arms  for  the  enemy.  It 
was  not  merely,  however,  at  Moscow,  that 
these  sacrifices  were  made,  but  hundreds 
of  villages  were  destroyed,  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy,  by  the  inhabitants^ 
who,  after  making  this  sacrifice,  in  nn^ 
meroos  instances,  retired  into  the  iMljoining 
woods,  and  returned  with  whatever  anus 
they  could  procure  to  encounter  the  in- 
vaders of  their  country.  In  every  other 
instance  of  an  invasion  by  the  French 
arms,  except  in  the  peninsula,  the  people 
had  stood  for  nothing;  in  Russia  they  had 
stood  for  every  thing—actuated  by  an 
universal  spirit  of  patriotism,  they  had  vo- 
luntarily made  the  greatest  sacrifices,  they 
had  offered  up  every  selfish  consideration, 
every  sentiment  of  mere  personal  enjoy- 
ment, every  private  object,  at  the  shrine  of 
their  country.  In  these  sacrifices,  and  in 
such  a  contest,  it  was  evident,  that  much 
individual  misery  must  have  been  endnr- 
ed.  To  contribute  in  some  degree  to  the 
alleviation  of  that  misery  the  generosity 
of  Britons  war  called  upon-^a  generosity 
which  was  characteristic  of  British  feeling 
in  all  its  warmest  impulses,  where  no  other 
consideration  intervened.  But  here,  to 
the  feelinffs  of  generosity,  every  consi- 
deration of  interest  was  added.    Why  diil^ 
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FritficeJnWadeBaam?  Mt  for  tbe  sake  of 
inf  ading  Russia^  bal  becattso  Russia  woald 
Aol  ttdbere  to  Ue  cootineiHal  syslcro; 
bccatiee  the  gof  emneat  of  Rttssia  would 
Mi  conceni  to  oxclude  from  her  ports  tbe 
produce  of  our  industry.  Great  Britain 
fraa»  therefore,  attacked  tbroogli  the  me- 
diaoi  of  Russia,  and  to  look  at  the  questioti 
merely  in  a  mercantiie  point  of  flew,  the 
greatest  benefit  bad  already  accrued  to 
eur  cominercial  interests  from  the  Russian 
auccessea.  Was  it^oothing  to  have  the 
Market  of  36.000,000  of  people  ?  Already 
bad  our  commercial  interests  been  nsatu* 
lially  benefited.  The  great  interests 
connected  with  our  colonies,  bad  experi- 
enced the  advantage  flowing  from  tbe  Hm 
in  the  price  of  all  eok>nia1  produce ;  our 
manufactoring  interests  bad  been  benefited 
by  the  increased  demand  for  the  produce 
of  their  industry.  Erery  channel  of  coai> 
oieree  had  reoeited  fresh  life  and  Tigour, 
ttirough  the  succeasea  of  the  Russians. 
Lboking  at  the  question,  therefore,  in  lh« 
narrowest  point  of  Tiew,  the  proposed  aid 
ifus  eminently  eaUed  for — but  in  how  much 
greater  a  degree,  frMi  other  causes,  and 
other  fiDulings?  Had  it  been  merely  a 
check  to  that  torrent  ofarobitioa  which 
bad  delused  so  many  other  oouatrtes,  still 
be  would  have  contended  fer  the  grant  ;• 
but  here,  where  British  interests  were  con- 
cerned in  the  contcst-^where  British  In- 
terests were  so  materially  benefited  by 
the  result — how  much  more  was  such  an 
mid  called  for  ?  Let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  he  was  iosensible  to  the  privations  and 
tbe  sttflTerings  of  the  people  of  this  country; 
but  let  it  be  recollected  that  here  we  were 
exempt  from  the  actual  calauiities  of  war. 
Tbe  sending  out  Beets  and  armies  on  fo- 
reign expeditions,  or  the  taxation  conse- 
quent upon  war,  were  as  nothing,  com- 
pared with  thdse  calamities  which  arose 
from  a  country  being  made  tbe  actual 
theatre  of  war.  From  these  horrors  we, 
were  exempted,  but  let  us  look  with  an 
eye  of  generosity  to  those  who  were  suf- 
fering idl  the  horrors  of  such  a  calaraity. 
Was  It  not  of  importance  to  shew  a  dispo- 
aition  to  aid  tbe  sufiering  people  of  Ruasia, 
smmI  thereby  cement  the  unkm  of  the  two 
powers  ?  Tlie  French  in  their  invasion  of 
Russia,  by  the  cruelties  they  had  com- 
anitted,  and  by  the  saerilegious  destruction 
of  their  sacred  edifices,  had  inspired  the 
Russians  with  a  detestation  which  would 
aot  only  be  felt  by  those  now  in  existence, 
hut  by  generations  atill  unborn.  Was  it 
of  importance  lhen>  by  the.  aid  af- 
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folded  by  this  country,  to  fix  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Russian  nation  in  unison  with 
our  own,  and  thus  cement  the  union  of  the 
two  governmenu  ?  The  noble  earl  con- 
cluded by  moving  an  Address  of  concur- 
rence,  aiid  mentioning  that  the  sum  pro* 
posed  to  be  granted  was  200,000/.  The 
higher  ranks  in  Russia  had  begun  a  con- 
tribution which  this  sum  was  intended  to 
aid. 

Lord  Holland  never  felt  himself  more 
embarrassed  thin  upon  the  present  occa- 
casion,  and  had  it  not  been  an  established 
rule  with  him,  never  to  shrink  from  his 
parliaaientary  duty,  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred being  absent  His  embarrassment 
arose  from  this,  that  he  thought  tbe  propo- 
sition impolitic,  but  at  tbe  same  time  thait 
it  would  be  unwise  and  unsafe  to  reject  it. 
He  perfectly  agreed  witb  the  noble  earl  in 
his  praite  of  the  patriotism  of  the  Russian 
nation,  and  this  praise  was  more  particu- 
larly applicable  to  the  peasantry,  who  in 
aocrificing  the  produce  of  their  earnings, 
bad  not  the  consolation  of  those  feelings 
which  were  inseparable  from  t)ie  soldier, 
but  were  actuated  solely  by  motives  of  pure 
patriotisra.  He  could  not,  bowerer,  agree 
in  the  propriety  of  tbe  mode  proposed,  . 
nor  did  he  see  that  tbe  aid  could  consis- 
tently be  afforded.  If  such  a  aum  was 
dispoaable  fer  this  purpose,  why  had  it  not 
been  applied  to  replenish  lord  Welling^ 
ton's  military  chest ;  and  might  not  the 
emperor  of  Russia  say,  if  this  money  had 
been  applied  in  time  to  replenish  lord 
Wellington's  military  chest,  it  would 
have  been  of  greater  advantage  to  my 
cause  than  sending  it  now  to  me  ?  The 
only  argument  that  could  induce  him 
to  accede  to  the  proposition,  was  that 
uaed  by  the  noble  lord,  of  shewing  a  dis- 
position to  aid  the  Russian  nation.  He 
agreed  that  this  was  of  importance,  and  he 
trusted,  at  the  saoie  time,  that  in  the  al- 
liance of  the  courts  of  Petersburgh  and 
London,  there  was  a  perfect  understand- 
ing aa  to  their  objects,  not  only  as  to  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  but  as  to  the  means  of 
bringing  about  a  secure  peace.  Whether 
the  emperor  of  France  should  escape  or 
not,  he  trusted  that  tbe  events  that  had 
happened  woukl  clear  the  snay  for  that  ai- 
tuationof  affaire,  which  might  render  a 
peace  open  aecnea  grounds,  less  dtftcult  of 
attninnient;  and  that  upon  this  point 
there  was  a  thorou^  understanding  be- 
tween the  i^oorts  of  Petersburgh  and  Lon- 
don. Fer  such  an  object,  so  highly  to  be 
desired,  he  anxtously  h)okM  to  tbe  effeota 
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of  this  alliance,  nor  would  he  for  a  momeiit 
suppose,  that  any  intention  existed  of  en« 
deavouring  to  force  any  other  go?eminent, 
upon  France ;  which  could  only  hare  the 
efiect  of  rousing  against  ua  the  yet  re- 
maining considerable  resources  of  that 
power.  With  respect  to  the  proposition 
now  made*  it  must  rest  upon  the  responsi- 
bility of  niinistersw  He  did  not  think 
enough  had  been  laid  before  the  House  to 
shew  the  propriety  of  the  grants  bilt  he 
was  willing  to  believe  that  ministers  had 
in  their  pOEtession  iirformation  to  warrant 
the  proposition.  If  any  hint  had  been 
gfTeir  to  ministers  that  swch  a  grant  would 
be  acceptable  to  the  Russian  government, 
or  the  Russian  nation,  then  he  should  not 
besitate  a  moment  in  argreeingto  it.  Under 
thri  impresiiion,  he  would  not  withholdhia 
vote  from  the  proposition* 

The  Address  was  agreed  to  nem,  dit. 

Gold  Coin  Bilc]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  being  read,  for  going.into  a  Com^ 
mtttee  on  this  Bill, 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdowne  expressed  a 
wish,  that  the  Bill  had  been  divided  into 
two.  To  one  part  of  it  he  was  disposed 
to  agree,  namely,  that  which  respected 
distress  for  rent;  h  was  true,  it  was  a  pkrt 
of  a  faulty  system,  but  it  was  certainly  ne- 
cessary to  protect  tenanta  from  oppres- 
sion in  being  called  upon  to  do  that  which 
would  be,  under  present  circumstances,  a 
violation  of  the  original  contract  with  the 
landlord  ;  for  though  a  noble  friend  of  his 
tn  calling  for  rents  in  specie,  bad  laid 
down  rules  which  were  perfectly  ecyuitable, 
yet  other  landlords  might  not  be  actuated 
by  the  same  equity.  So  far,  therefore, 
he  agreed  in  the  measure;  but  to  the 
other  part  of  the  Bill,  which  went  in  fact 
to  declare,  that  no'  person  should  part  with 
gold,  except  for  less  than  its  value,  nor  take 
paper  except  for  more  than  its  value,  he 
considered  it  as  a  aystem  pregnant  with 
incalculable  mischief.  He  would  not  now 
enter  into  the  question  of  depreciation ; 
but  con6ne  himself  to  the  more  immediate 
object  of  the  Bill,  and  he  contended  that 
it  was  perfectly  absurd  to  attempt  by  a 
legislative  provision  to  give  a  currency  to 
pkper,  which  was  not  worth  the  value  set 
upon  H.  Similar  expedients  had  been 
the  resort  of  aA  weak  and  tyrannical  go- 
vernments, and  had  successively  failed. 
The  natural  consequence  was^  the  driving 
all  Che  gold  out  of  the  market,  and  thus 
prechMling  the  means  of  retnmmg  to  pay- 
joanu  iff  apecitf.    What  good  had  boon  ef- 
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fected  by,  resorting  to  this  meatare  ?  Had 
it  tended  to  support  the  war  in  the  penin- 
sula r  It  was  a  well  known  fact,  on  tha 
contrary,  that  ministers  bad  been  unable 
to  send  a  requisite  supply  in  specie  to  lord 
Wellington,  and  that  his, lordship  had  only 
been  enabled  to  procure  a  supply  from  the 
circumstance  of  there  being  two  prices  in 
Portugal,  a  gold  price  and  a  paper  price. 
Had  a  similar  legislative  enactment  to  tbia 
prevailed  in  Portugal  the  supply  could  nol 
have  been  obtained.  Thus  it  would  be 
seen  that  it  was  only  upon  the  prineipla 
of  two  prices  that  our  army  was  supplied 
in  the  peninsula,  a  principle  which,  in 
fact,  prevailed  in  this  country,  but  hi  in* 
effectually  endeavouring  to  counteract 
which*  by  this  measure,  ministers  had  pre- 
cluded the  means  of  adequately  supplying 
our  army  there  from  hence.  The  sama 
prraciple  also  of  two  prices  prevailed  in 
Canada,  where  100,0001.  in  Bank  notea 
had  been  sent,  and  had  been  discounted, 
being  taken  at  the  rate  of  14tf.  in  tha 
pound.  Impressed  with  the  idea  of  the 
futility  of  enacting  what  was  in  iuelf  ab* 
surd,  and  in  ita  consequences  mischievouf, 
as  it  could  not  prevent  the  two  pricea 
which  it  waa  its  object  to  counteract,  and 
as  it  operated  by  driving  the  gold  outof  tha 
market  to  prevent  a  return  to  a  sound  and 
heahhy  circulation,  he  intended  to  have 
taken  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  a  mo*, 
tion  for  dividing  the  Bill  into  two  ;  but  as 
the  House  was  thinly  attended,  he  should 
not  put  it  to  the  vote. 

The  Earl  of  Clancarty  contended,  that 
the  most  mischievous  consequences  would 
result  from  having  two  prices,  and  that 
the  supply  to  our  army  in  the  peninsula 
was  best  secured  by  the  present  measure. 

The  Bill  then  passed  through  the  Com* 
mittee. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  December  18. 
PaiNCi  REGBMT'a  Mbssagb   for   Rs» 

LIBF   TO     THB  INHABITANTS    OP    RUSSIA.] 

The  House  resolved  iUelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee  of  Supply,  to  which  the  Message  of 
the  Prince  liegent  respecting  the  invasion 
of  Russia  was  referred.  The  Measaga 
being  read. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 
said,  that  had  it  not  been  for  some  intima* 
tions  of  intended  opposition  which  the 
reading  of  the  Message  had  produced  last 
night,  he  should  have  left  the  question  ha 
was  about  to  propose  to  be  decided  by  Uif 
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«ni)iS88ed  judgment  and  feelings  of  the 
Hotue,  with  scarcely  any  attempt  at  ob- 
•ervatioo.  He  still  hoped  that  four-and- 
twenty-hoars  reflection  might  have  con- 
Yinced  the  gentlemen  ffom  whom  those 
imimations  proceeded^  of  the  ^propriety  of 
the  measure  recommended  by  his  Royal 
liighness;  aad  in  that  hope  he  should 
trespass  but  a  short  time  on  the  attention 
«f  Uie  committee,  and  avoid  as  much  as 
possible  e?er]^  topic  upon  which  a  dif- 
liNrence  of  opinion  coald  be  entertained, 
becaoae  he  felt  that  nothing  conld  add  so 
much  to  the  grace  and  dignity  of  the  pro- 
ceeding,  or  stamp  so  much  Talae  on  the 
gift  which  it  was  proposed  to  bestow,  aa 
ks  being  sanctioned  by  the  ananimous 
▼oke  of  the  Commons  oi  the  United  King- 
dom. 

He  first  felt  hinraelf  bound  to  give  some 
account  of  the  particular  time  at  which  the 
measure  was  proposed,  because  some  gen- 
tlemen had  spoken  of  it  as  a  surprize  upon 
the  House,  and  appeared  U^  think  that  it 
was  on'  that  account  objectionable.  It 
was,  indeed,  in  one  sense,  a  surprize,  not 
only  upon  the  House,  but  upon  his  Ma- 
je3ty'8  ministers ;  for  it  arose  out  of  events 
whieh  could  not  have  been  anticipated^ 
mnd  the  intelligence  of  which  had  but  just 
reached  this  country ;  events  of  the  most 
important  and  gratifying,  yet,  in  some 
respects,  of  the  most  melancholy  nature. 
While  the  enemy  remained  upon  the  Rus- 
sian territory  it  was  obvious  that  no  relief 
of  the  kind  now  proposed  could  have  been 
aflforded ;  because  it  could  neither  have 
been  administered  w4thceruinty,  nor  en- 
joyed in  security«  But  we  have  now  the 
satisfaction  to  know,  that  the  French  armies 
bare  been  driven  with  discomfiture  and 
disgrace  from  the  limits  of  the  Russian  em* 
pire.  This,  he  hoped,  would  sufficiently 
account  for  the  grant  not  being  proposed 
at  an  earlier  season,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  obvious  to  every  gentleman  that 
it  could  not  be  delayed,  without  losing  the 
grace  and  merit  of  a  spontaneous  gift,  and 
sacrificing  the  dignity  of  the  Hou^e,  whom 
it  beoame  rather  to  lead  than  to  follow  the 
impulse  of  public  opinion:  for  he  was 
convinced  that,  if  parliament  were  even 
for  a  few  days  to  hesitate,  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  this  country  would  be  so  ex- 
cited as  to  break  oat  in  some  voluntary 
acts  of  public  generosity,  and  parliament 
mi^ht  be  compelled  to  imitate  an  example 
which  it  better  beoame  them  to  give. 
^  The  intelligence,  however,  to  which  he 
more  particiUarly  alluded,  as  rendering 


this  measure  expedient,  was  ikat  of  a 
isubscription  entered  into  at  Petersburgh, 
at  the  head  of  ^which  the  Empresses  and 
the  rest  of  the  royal  family  had  placed 
themselves,  for  the  relief  of  the  greatest 
sufierers  by  the  French  invasion.  itiW  this 
step  was  taken,  it  might  have  been  doubted 
whether  there  were  any  practicable  meana 
of  administering  those  comforts  which  the 
liberality  of  this  country  must  wish  to  sup* 
pl^,  but  which  would  now  be  easy  of  ap- 
plication through  the  medium  of  the  com* 
mittees  appointed  for  that  purpose  in 
Russia,  who  would  enquire  into  particular 
cases,  and  apply  relief  where  it  most  was 
needed,  with  the  same  anxious  solicitude 
and  discriminating  care  which  had  been 
so  often  displayed  in  similar  cases  in  this 
country. 

In  what  manner  the  relief  should  be  ap« 
plied,  whether  in  money  or  in  any  supply 
of  necessary  articles,  or  by  a  due  mixture 
of  both  modes,  he  could  not  at  the  moment 
be  prepared  to  state.  It  might  be  proper 
on  this  subject  to  leave  much  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  our  ambassador  at  the  court  of 
Petersburgh,  and  at  all  events  to  consult 
him  upon  the  subject ;  in  which  no  time 
need  be  lost,  as  the  ambassador  might  be 
instructed  to  make  such  advances  as  were 
^necessary,  upon  account. 

With  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  sum, 
he  was  aware  that  it  could  not  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  extended  misery,  to 
the  alleviation  of  which  it  was  to  be  di- 
rected. On  the  other  hand,  it  would  i^ot 
become  the  liberality  of  this  country  to 
oSkr  to  our  allies,  sufiering  in  our  cause 
and  the  general  cause  of  Europe,  not  lest 
than  in  their  own,  a  scanty  and  penurious 
gomt. — Allies  he  repeated,  suffering  in  our 
cause,  as  well  as  in  their  own,  for  the  con- 
test in  which  Russia  was  engaged,  was  not 
merely  one  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  political  interests  of  Great  Britain,  but 
immediately  connected  with  the  direct  in-' 
terests  of  those  manufacturing  bodies 
whose  suflferings  had  been  invidiously 
stated  as  an  objection  to  .the  grant.  That, 
the  manufacturers  had  suffered  from  many 
causes,  and  especially  from  the  loss  of  the 
American  trade,  he  was  far  from  denying ; 
but  the  glorious  successes  of  the  Russian 
arms  appeared  to  offer  an  ample  compen« 
sation  for  the  loss  of  the  American  market, 
in  the  extended  markets  of  Europe,  which 
now  seemed  about  to  open  to  their  industry. 
In  this  point  of  view  he  was  persuaded 
that  those  manufacturers  who  had  been 
alluded  to^  would  be  among  the  first  to  i^ 
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proTt  ihia  grant,  at  a  tribote  of  gralitudd 
for  those  heroic  excrtioiM  to  which  they 
were  so  greatly  indehted.  Everjr  day, 
and  even  every  hour  broaght  intelligtnce 
of  the  reviving  activity  ivhich  thcaa  luo* 
oesses  had  infused  into  British  commerce. 
The  sum  ht  was  about  to  propeae  was 
Q0O,ii00i.,  a  larger  amount  than  had  ever 
before  been  voted  by  parliament  ft»r  a  si- 
milar purpose,  but  wkicb  the  occasion  re* 
quired  to  be  larger,  because  the  saflferings 
were  more  extensive,  and  the  self-devotion 
and  heroism  which  bad  marked  the  con* 
duct  of  those  who  endured  it,  unequalled, 
be  believed,  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 
With  regard  to  the  extent  of  suffering,  it 
was  sufficient  to  view  upon  the  map  the 
wide  range  of  country  to  which  devastation 
had  been  spread,  and  to  reflect  that  a  great 
and  ancient  capital  with  many  other  towns 
bad  been  destroyed,  and  that  throughout 
60  extensive  a  tract  scarcely  a  private 
dfiellinff  remained  to  shelter  ita  lately 
peaceful  and  secure  inhabitants.  Thou- 
sands, he  feared  he  might  even  say  hun- 
dreds of  thousands,  were  driven  bouseless 
into  the  forests,  exposed  to  all  the  rigours 
of  a  Russian  winter,  and  this  they  willingly 
endured,  rather  than  betray  the  honour  of 
their  country  and  submit  to  the  domination 
of  a  foreign  invader.  It  was  to  relieve  this 
great  and  complicated  misery  that  be 
called  upon  the  House  of  Commons  to  step 
forward.  To  relieve  it  entirely  was,  in- 
deed, beyond  human  power;  but  much 
might  be  done  by  the  liberality  of  their 
sympathizing  countrymen  united  with  the 
boqnty  of  this  nation,  and  it  was,  in  all 
•venu,  a  consolation  to  the  afflicted  to 
Icnow,  that  there  were  hearts  which  felt 
for  their  woe,  and  were  ready  to  adminis- 
ter to  their  wanU.  We  must  not  Ibrget 
the  difference  between  the  price  of  neces- 
sary articles,  and  the  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple in  Russia  and  here,  and  that  a  sum 
which  might  here  appear  inconsiderable, 
would  there  afford  a  seasonable  and  valu- 
able supply.  The  sum,  however,  which 
be  was  about  to  propose,  could  not,  in  any 
sense,  be  called  inconsidarable,  and  he 
trusted  it  would  be  found  most  extensively 
useful.  But  whatever  opinion  might  be 
entertained  on  this  point,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  disposition  to  assist  the 
distress  of  the  Russians,  which  this  pro- 
ceeding would  evince,  must  carry  satis- 
faction to  every  heart  in  Rtissia,  and  tend 
to  bind  the  closer  tho^e  habits  of  connec- 
tion which  common  interesu  and  long  ex- 
p^ieaoo  poiot^  o«t  aa  so  adiantageoua 
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to  both.  He  trusted  that  it  would  lay  thm 
foundation  of  an  alliance  more  diumble 
and  more  closely  cemented  than  any  po« 
litical  or  diplomatic  arrangement  ooold 
frame.  Every  traveller  who  bad  visited 
Russia  would  bear  witness  bow  much  ibm 
heart»of  the  people  were  actuated  by  good 
will  towards  this  country ;  and  he  trmtcd 
that  this  feeling  would  now  reeevre  greater 
force.  Their  gratitude  would  more  than 
equal  our  liberality ;  and  on  these  gvonnds^ 
without  forther  trespassing  on  the  patienoe 
of  the  comosittee,  and  leaving  the  ovestioit 
rather  to  their  own  foelings  and  judgastnt^ 
upon  facts  of  naqoeaticAable  notoriety^ 
than  endeavouring  by  any  argument  of 
his  to  persuade  them  to  the  vete^  he  begged 
leave  to  conclude  by  moving,  *'  That  tt  it 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  swa 
of  200,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  to 
enable  bis  Maiesty  to  afiiNrd  relief  to  auda 
parts  of  the  Russian  empire  as  have  aufh. 
fered  from  the  invasion  of  the  enemy /^ 

Mr.  PoHsanh^  declared,  that  it  certainly 
was  his  intention  to  vote  for  the  propoaed 
grant,  but  it  was  not  on  account  of  any  of 
the  reasons  stated  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, nor  was  it  because  the  terms  in 
which  the  Message  was  eonoeived,  wer« 
such  as  were  most  likely  to  induce  the 
Hotue  to  comply  with  its  request.  The 
Message  stated  the  wish  of  the  govenn^ 
ment  to  be,  to  afford  **  speed v  relief"  to 
the  su£^ing  Russians ;  and  aner  this  do* 
deration,  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  said,  that  before  any* 
relief  could  be  granted,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  communicate  with  our  ambas- 
sador at  Petersburgb;  so  tbat  it  wonld 
arrive  at  the  end  of  the  winteri  when  it 
would  <  be  unnecessary.  Effiictual  relief 
was  held  out  as  attainable ;  but  it  would 
not  be  in  the  power  of  the  country,  dqI 
only  if  it  were  as  liberal  but  as  extrava- 
"^gant,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
could  wish,  to  afford  it.  But  though  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  the  relief  to  the  a«f> 
ferers  would  neither  be  speedy  nor  eAc- 
tual,  he  should  not  vote  against  the  pro- 
posed ffrant.  But  he  voted  for  it,  net 
under  the  supposition  that  any  of  H  wonld 
go  to  the  Russian  peaaant^  but  as  a  present 
to  the  Russian  emperor,  and  loit  we  should 
seem  to  manifest  a  coldness  or  backward- 
ness with  respect  to  the  noble  struggle  in 
which  be  was  engaged.  Thinking  thtM^ 
he  did  not  like  the  cant  of  this  bogging 
Message,  which  came  to  the  House  nnder 
the  hypocritical  pretence  of  asking  ahna  for 
thspeopltt  Foffthetnieikigaoftiiepoopto 
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of  ibts  oountiy,  be  feit  as  noch  at  any  man; 
and  if  th«  question  were  simply,  to  take  a 
•aai  fireoi  tbe  aafifeiers  of  Borland  to  ^tf%  to 
tboae  of  Rossia,  he  sboold  giT«  it  bis  nega* 
live.  The  diatresses  in  Bogland,  it  mighi 
be  proper  to  reaMirk,  tboogh  brooght  on 
partly  by  causes  beyond  &e  controal  of 
govema^enl,  had  been  in  part  caosed  by 
circnnntances  which  it  woold  hate  been 
in  their  power  to  prevent.  If  speedy  and 
ooociliatory  measiires  bad  been  adopted 
with  regard  to  America,  a  very  large  por« 
tion  of  wis  distress  woold  not  have  existed. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  session,  the  noble 
lord  opposite  (Castlereegb)  had  said,  that 
the  most  eflbctaal' way  of  assisting  Russia, 
■  the  wi^  in  which  that  country  wished  to 
be  asaisted^-«was,  by  efforts  in  Spain: 
that  noble  lord  had  also  said,  that  efiorts  as 
great  as  the  power  of  the  country  would 
admit  of  had  been  made;  that  the  manner 
in  which  that  campaign  had  ended,  was 
net  to  be  attributed  to  failure  on  the  port  of 
ministers,  but  to  the  limited  resources  of 
the  coontry ;  that  the  coontry,  in  fiict,  was 
nnable  to  do  any  thing  more;  but  now 
oame  this  proposition,  to«  send  200,000/. 
not  to  assist  SfMin,  but  Russia,  while  this 
list  power  wished  it  to  be  applied  to 
Spain.  He  appealed  to  every  gentleman 
present  whether  his  statemenl  of  what  had 
been  said  was  not  accurate.  He  should  be 
glad  to  know  whether  all  means  had  been 
taken  by  the  government  to  render  the 
country  ab4o  to  support  this  additional  ex- 
pence  ?  The  Bili  which  had  been  brought 
forward  by  an  hen.  gentleman  daring  the 
lass  session,  the  Sinecure  Bill,  vrould,  had 
it  passed,  have  affi>rded  enough  for  this 
grant.  It  might  be  said  that  the  Bill  had 
passed  that  House ;  but  though  it  might 
not  be  proper  to  allude  to  what  had  passed 
elsewhere,  he  could  not  help  remarking, 
that  if  ministers  were  as  earnest  in  their 
wishes  for  the  abolition  of  useless  places, 
na  other  members  in  that  House,  the  event 
would  have  been  different;  or  thus  much 
of  the  s^ion  would  not  have  passed, 
without  a  message  on  that  subject  from  the 
crown.  If,  however,  the  House  were  to 
negative  this  grant,  more  harm  would  be 
done  to  the  sufierers  of  this  country,  than 
rould  be  retrieved  by  the  possession  of 
the  200,000/.  Russia  had  been  brought 
to  the  state  in  which  she  was,  by  refbsioff 
to  snbmit  to  the  continental  system ;  and 
If  the  result  of  the  struggle  were  to  enable 
ber  40  keep  open  the  markets  of  that  vast 
oaDpire  to  our  manufactures,  she  would 
•eon  repay  the  sun  we  mightnow  advance. 


This  he  admitted ;  and  if  the  noble  lord 
had  openly  come  forward,  and  auted  the 
necessity  of  it,  he  should  have  felt  pleasure 
in  concurriag  in  the  grant.  But  in  saying 
this,  be  hoped  he  shoahl  not  be  thought 
to  patronise  the  system  of  snbsidiaing. 
The  state  of  things  in  Russia  arose  from 
her  having  engaged  in  Ihia  vhrtoous  strug^* 
gle  unbought  by  as.  The  situation  to 
which  she  would  have  been  reduced  by  a6 
allianoe  with  France,  was  before  her  eyes, 
and  without  eammonlcation  with  this 
country,  or,  if  with  eomaumication,  he 
was  convinced,  without  assurance  of  sup- 
port, she  nobly  took  her  part.  For  these 
reaaoas  he  shouhl  support  the  vote;  and  - 
he  was  anxious  that  it  might  be  aeon  by 
the  distressed  a^anufactorers,  that  it  waa 
not  from  any  insensibility  to  their  suflfer- 
ings,  that  the  vote  of  ode  member,  at  least, 
was  determined,  hot  by  a  sincere  convic- 
tion that  their  interests  would-have  been 
more  ii^ured  than  served  by  refusing  this 
grant. 

Mr.  Btahmit  said,  that  the  righ|  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  been  happy  in  the 
selection  of  his  topics,  which  were  not 
reasons  against  the  grant,  hot  inskiuationa 
against  the  motives  of  those  who  had  hi* 
trodttced  it.  The  word  **  speedy'*  ap- 
plied, not  to  the  absolute  length  of  time, 
but  to  the  nature  of.  the  case.  If,  on  eoni- 
munication  with  our  ambassador  at  Peters- 
burgh,  relief  in  specie  should  be  judged 
expedient,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
making  it  immediate.  The  word  '*  eB^c- 
tuar*  had  been  applied,  not  to  the  relief 
afforded  by  this  g^ernteent  alone,  but  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  Russia.  To  what 
pitch  the  muni6cence  of  Russia  might  ex- 
tend he  did  not  know,  but  be  hoped,  that 
in  conjunction  with  ^  the  aid  aflmrded  by 
us,  it  would  be  effectual  to  the  gr^t  ob- 
ject intended.  The  next  objecUon  was, 
that  it  would  go,  not  to  the  suB^rers,  but 
to  the  Russian  treasury,  and  under  thia 
persuasion,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
thought  the  Message  properly  designated 
by  cant  or  hypocritical,  vvhich  terms  (had 
that  conception  been  correct),  would  not 
have  been  misapplied.  But  did  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  think,  that  the  paltry  sum 
of  200^000/.  could  be  thought  of  as  an  aid 
to  Russia  in  such  a  war  as  she  was  en- 
gaged in?  The  next  objection  regarded 
Spain,  and  ministers  had  been  accused  of 
contradiction  hi  withdrawing  this  sum 
from  Spain,  and  applying  it  to  Russia. 
This  had  received  a  negative  from  his  side 
of  the  House,  net  onaecount  of  any  incor- 
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rectnew  in-  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
statement  of  what  bad  been  said,  bat  be- 
cause that  had  been  spoken  of  as  to  be 
applied  in  aid  of  the  goTeramen^  which 
was  intended  for  the  relief  of  the  people. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  justly 
stated,  that  more  good  would  be  done  to 
our  manufacturers  by  granting  this  sum  to 
conciliate  Russia,  than  by  doling  it  out 
among  them^  but  with  this  had  been 
mixed  up  the  consideration  of  our  policy  as 
to  America.  'Without  attemptihg  to  enter 
on  this  question  at  present,  it  was  not  so 
x:lear  as  that  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed 
to  imply,  that  hostilities  had  arisen  en- 
tirely (rom  the  misconduct  of  government, 
an()  not  at  all  from  the  spirit  of  the  Ame- 
ricans. ,He  was  astonished  to  hear  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  speak  as  he  had 
.done  of  the  Sinecure  Offices'  Bill.  It  was 
true,  that  by  a  total  disregard  of  vested  in- 
terests, a  fund  might  be  produced ;  but  as 
to  (he  Bill,  it  had  been  acknowledged  last 
session  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  pro- 
posed it,  that  though  it  would  be  grateful 
to  public  feeling,  yet  in  a  pecuniary  sense 
it  would  be  nugatory. 

Mr.  Fonsonby,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
.as  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Russian  govern- 
ment to  protect  Its  own  subjects,  this  could 
operate  in  no  other  way  than  as  a  subsidy 
to  that  government.  As  to  the  Sinecure 
Bill,  he  did  not  mean  that  the  whole  sum 
of  200,000/.  would  be  found  in  the  Trea- 
sury, but  that  by  that  measure  a  saving 
would  be  effected  equal  to  the  interest  of 
that  sum,  which  raus^  be  funded  ;  and  of 
which  the  interest  mqst  now  be  paid  by 
the  people. 

Mr.  Whiibrcad  was  sorry  to  say,  that 
the  grant  would  not  pass  unanimously.  On 
the  Message  being  first  read  it  had  struck 
him  that  the  grant  was  not  proper;  and  on 
discussion  with  friends  whom  he  respected, 
and  who  entertained  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject di£Perent  from  his  own,  he  had  not 
found  reason  to  change  his  opinion.  Some 
of  the  grounds  of  his  dissent  from  the  grant 
had  been  stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend. 
He  did  not,  moreover,  think  it  just  to  this 
country  to  take  money  oat  of  the  pockets 
of  our  starving  manuracturers,  to  apply  it 
to  sufferers  to  whom,  unhappily,  it  could 
be  of  no  use.  Those  unfortunate  beings 
who,  as  the  Chancellor  4>f  the  Exchequer 
had  stated,  had  sought  shelter  from  the 
severity  of  a  Russian  winter  in  their  forests, 
were  now,  alas  i  as  senseless  as  the  snow 
with  which  they  were  surrounded :  and 
how,  if  tbey  contioned  to  exists  coul4  the 
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small  sum  which  they  were  that  night 
called  on  to  vote,  a&rd  them  relief? 
Though  the  contest  in  Russia  might  havo 
a  tendency  to  increase  our  ovm  security, 
yet  to  imagine  that  this  200,000iL  could 
be  a  bosd  of  unity  between  that  nation 
and  ourselves,  would  be  to  contradict  tho 
testimony  of  experience.  It  had  been  the 
interest  of  Russia  to  enter  into  amity  with 
us ;  she  had  acted  in  pursuance  of  that  iiw 
terest, and  in  accordance  with  that. in- 
terest she  would  act  hereafter.  It  had 
been  said,  that  committees  of  nobles  had 
been  formed—that  the  emperor  had  exert- 
ed himself  to  a£R>rd  relief,  by  rebuilding 
habitations,  and  by  alleviating  the  poig- 
nant misery  of  the  sufferers.  It  did,  in-^ 
deed,  behove  the  Russian  govemoMnt  to 
do  away  with  all  the  ponp  of  state  to 
apply  all  the  resources  of  the  empire  to 
this  object :  it  was  more  particularly  the 
duty  of  that  government  to  do  so,  from 
the  commission  of  an  act,  singular  in  mo* 
dem  history — the  conflagration  of  Mos- 
cow. This  grant  could  be  considered  as 
no  other  than  a  subsidy  in  aid  cif  the  war 
in  Russia ;  for  by  discbarffing  the  Rosstan 
government  of  the  doty  of  applying  a  sum 
equal  to  this  to  its  suffering  subjects,  it 
left  an  equal  sum  applicable  to  the  purpose 
of  driving  the  French  from  the  empire,  or 
to  that  of  crushing  their  power,  it  was  a 
subsidy  then — a  paltry  and  contemptible 
subsidy  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  war* 
From  the  resistance  of  Russia,  if  wisely 
taken  advantage  of,  the  greatest  blessings 
might  ensue.  This,  however,  was  as  yet 
uncertain.  In  the  mean  time,  there  were 
in  some  parts  of  this  country  cases  of  aa 
crying  distress,  as,  out  of  the  reach  of  war, 
could  possibly  be.  Suppose  a  grant  propos- 
ed to  these  sufferers ;  would  it  not  be  said 
to  be  improper  to  attempt  to  alleviate  pri- 
vate distress?  But  woul^  it  not  be  an  act  of 
justice  to  our  own  country,  before  we  went 
abroad  with  our  charity,  to  know  whe« 
ther  we  had  not  objects  at  home,  tp  whom 
it  might  be  extended  with  advantage  ? 

Lord  Cosi^erei^Adisclaimed  the  idea  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  grant,  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  supply  (he  wanta  of 
every  country  that  might  be  reduced  to  a 
state  of  distress  by  the  aggression  of 
France.  A  principle  so  broad  would  lead 
to  consequences,  which,  in  the  present  coo*, 
vulsed  state  of  Europe,  it  would  be  impoa* 
sible  for  this  country  to  meet.  But  the 
question  was,  whether  the  sufferings  of  tha 
people  of  Russia  were  not  brought  homa 
to  our  feelings,  both  by  the  heroic  axer« 
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tions  they  had  made,  and  by  the  important 
effect  which  those  exertions  were  likely  to 
have  on  our  own  interests^  in  sach  a  man* 
oer  as  to  call  for  every  relief  and  assis- 
tance in  onr  power  ?  The  efiR>rto  of  Russia 
had  been  as  gigantic  as  her  sufiferings  had 
been  without  parallel ;  and  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  equal  sacrifices  would  again 
be  made  to  call  upon  the  House  for  their 
interposition.  An  hon.  member  had  treat- 
ed the  proposal  to  afford  relief  to  the  Rus- 
sian people  as  chimerical,  and  even  liable 
Co  the  suspicion  of  hypocrisy.  He  should 
have  thought  this  character  much  more 
applicable  to  the  measure,  if  it  had  been 
brought  forward  in  the  shape  (which  that 
hon.  gentleman  recommended)  of  a  soU 
■idy  to  the  emperor  Alexander.  Nothing 
could  be  more  contemptible  or  insulting, 
than  a  grant  to  such  an  extent  to  a  power 
struggling  with  the  difficulties  which 
Russia  had  to  encounter,  and  on  the  im- 
mense scale  on  which  her  military  opera- 
tions were  carried  on.  But  though  its  ef* 
feet  might  not  be  so  immediate  or  decisive 
as  could  be  wished,  in  alleviating  indivi- 
dual distress,  yet  he  hoped  it  would  come 
seasonably  in  aid  of  the  patriotic  contribu* 
tions  now  raising  by  the  Rqssian  govern- 
ment and  nobles,  to  enable  the  peasantry 
and  lower  classes  to  resume  their  occupa- 
tions, and  re-build  their  habitations,  on 
the  return  of  the  mild  season.  By  this 
grant  we  should  shew  that  we  understood 
Uie  nature  of  the  struggle  in  which  we 
were  engaged,  and  were  not  insensible  to 
the  noble  sacrifices  which  a  whole  people 
had  made,  not  only  of  temporary  interests, 
of  local  attachments,  of  ancient  prejudices, 
but  almost  of  existence,  to  the  cause  of 
country  and  of  king.  We  could  not  act 
wrong  in  subsidizing  the  best  feelings  of 
boman  kiature.  In  this  view,  no  act  of  go- 
vernment had  ever  been  more  beneficial 
than  the  relief  which  we  had  afiforded  to 
Portugal.  Should  ouj^  troops  be  driven 
tock  again  to  the  linM  of  Torres  Vedras, 
the  attention  and  sympathy  we  then  ma- 
nifested for  the  sufferings  of  the  Portu- 
guese, had  left  traces  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people,  which  would  make  lord  Wel- 
lington's defence  light  and  easy.— His 
lordship  concluded  by  alluding  to  the 
flattesing  prospects  of  peace  which  might 
probably  be  anticipated  from  the  Rus- 
sian successes;  of  a  peace  founded  on 
national  honour,  on  national  security, 
and  on  the  public  law  of  Europe; 
a  peace,  by  means  of  which  eytry  man 
might  fit  doyvn  in  safety,  and  repose  under 


the  shadow  of  the  laws  and  constitution; 
He  regretted  the  disapprobation  of  the 
motion  expressed  bv  the  hon.  member 
who  spoke  last,  but  bore  testimony  to  the 
manliness  and  sincerity  with  which  that 
hon.  gentleman,  on  all  occasions,  declared 
his  opinions  in  that  House. 

Sir  P.  Burden  said,  he  had  heard  many 
parts  of  the  noble  lord's  speech  with  plea- 
sure, but  there  was  no  part  of  it  which  he 
had  heard  with  so  much  pleasure,  as  the 
word  *  peace,'  a  word  which  he  had  not 
for  a  very  long  time  heard  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  If  he  thought  the  pre* 
sent  grant  would  really  tend  to  facili- 
tate that  most  desiral^le  object,  a  secure 
ai\d  honourable  peace,  there  was  no  man 
who  would  more  readily  aiKi  cordially 
agree  to  it  than  he  would.  He  sincerely 
hoped  that  all  the  sacrifices  and  exertions 
which  had  been  made,  and  of  which  so 
much  had  been  said,  would  not  end  in  a 
delusive  sound,  and  that  we  should  not  be 
embroiled  in  fresh  wars  on  fresh  successes. 
But  it  had  been,  in  his  opinion,  justly 
stated,  that  the  proposed  grant  would  not 
give  effectual  relief  to  the  Russians  ;  and, 
knowing  the  distresses  of  our  own  coun- 
trymen to  be  great,  and  feeling  them  as 
he  did,  he  could  not  assent  to  taking  the 
money  put  of  the  pockets  of  the  poor  of 
this  country,  to  waste  it  in  nominal  relief 
to  others.  No  attempt  bad  been  made  by 
parliament  to  retrench  wasteful  and  super- 
fluous excess  in  many  of  the  departments 
of  government ;  no  bint  had  been  thrown 
out,  no  intention  had  been  expressed, 
tending  that  way.  While  this  was  the 
casC)  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  resist  every 
application  to  parliament  for  any  extraor- 
dinary supplies,  in  the  present  exhausted 
state  of  the  country.  It  was  not  possible 
to  take  up  a  paper ;  not  a  day  passed, 
without  accounts  of  distraining  for  the  taxes 
in  different  places.  He  did  not  understand 
the  principle  of  that  generosity,  which  sym- 
pathised only  with  the  distresses  of  other, 
countries,  but  had  no  feelings  for  those  of 
our  own.  Last  year  the  sufferings  of  the 
manufacturers  in  the  northern  and  mid- 
land counties  had  been  laid  before  parlia- 
ment with  a  view  to  some  pecuniary  relief 
being  afforded.  Those  sufferings  were  of 
a  nature  to  make  every  feeling  heart 
bleed.  But  the  answer  to  the  application 
was,  that  no  relief  could  be  be  given,  con- 
sistently with  the  pressure  of  the  tin^es^ 
and  with  public  OE;conomy.  We  paid  dear 
for  the  prevalence  of  this  sort  of  foreign 
sympathy;    we  bad  to  maintain  French 
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loyalittt,  Datch  lo]r«tisl8y  American  loyal* 
iiU;  but  when  he  hail  come  to  the  House 
with  a  proposal  of  tome  bettfr  proTision 
for  the  wora-oat  flervants  of  the  public> 
v«teraa  officers  who  were  pining  in  po* 
Terty  and  obscurity »  or  the  disabled 
cripple,  whom  we  daily  saw  begging  about 
our  streeU,  he  bad  reCeif  ed  the  same  cold 
aBSwn*.  that  the  necessary  expeoces  of  the 
goTernroeat  were  so  great  as  to  admit  of 
BO  addition. 

Mr.  WiWerforce  said,  that  those  gentle* 
men  who  opposed  the  grant  found  it  hard 
to  reconcile  their  conduct  to  themselves. 
They  could  only  do  it  by  inventing  some 
other  object  of  humanity  which  appeared 
to  claim  the  preference,  or  by  denying 
that  the  measure  before  the  House  would 
operate  efiectualiy  to  the  relief  of  thesuf- 
^forers.  He  thought,  that  ineluding  the 
cheapness  of  provisions  and  the  mode  of 
living  in  Russia,  the  sum,  moderate  as  it 
was,  would  be  of  considerable  immediate 
•ervice ;  but  he  conceived  the  principal 
benefit  to  be  expected  from  it,  was,  that 
in  other  cases  of  a  similar  kind,  it  would 
be  setting  an  example,  and  opening  a 
channel,  into  which  the  charitable  and 
liberal  feelings  of  otbers'wottid  naturally 
flow.  An  hon.  gentleman  had  spoken 
lightly  of  the  grant,  as  not  likely  to  ce- 
ment the  two  coontries  together.  But  he 
conceived  that  nothing  had  a  greater  in- 
fluence in  strengthening  political  alliances 
than  the  manifesUtion  of  a  friendly  and 
generous  disposition  between  the  people. 
He  did  not  see  why  nations  as  well  as 
individaals  might  not  be  both  generous 
and  just.  He  had  attempted  to  make 
some  calculation  of  the  share  of  the  ex- 
|Mnce  which  would  fall  upon  the  poor  of 
this  coiintry,  but  he  had  found  it  impos- 
sible, and  had  given  up  the  task  in  de- 
•pair.  He  thought  that  we  could  only 
testify  our  gratitude  to  Providence  for  our 
exemntion  from  the  heavier  calamities  of 
ar,  by  shewing  our  sense  of  the  sofier 


war, 

ings  to  which  Ihe  inhabitants  of  other 
countries,  united  with  us  in  the  same  cause, 
were  nnfortanately  exposed. 

Lord  Cochrane  gave  his  support  to  the 
motion,  as  the  sum  to  be  voted  was  not 
greater  than  every  ten  days  expence  of 
the  #ar  in  the  peninsula. 

The  motion  was  then  carried  without  a 
division* 
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PsTiTioif  Faolf  THE  CsAMaBa  or  Com^ 

MESCE    OF    fiDlNBUaOll,    EBSPBCTING    TBB 

East  Inoia  Company's  ApFAtas.]  A  Pe- 
tition of  the  chamber  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh^ 
was  presented  and  re^ ;  setting  forth, 

'<  That  it  hath  been  represented  to  tho 
p^itiobers,  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
that  in  tlie  present  limited  state  of  tbo 
commerce  and  manulkctures  of  this 
country,  owing  to  the  continental  restric* 
tions  laid  thereon  of  late,  the  trading  and 
manufiictorinff  interests  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  nave  suffered  greatly ;  nnd 
that  many  thoumnds  of  workmen  em* 
ployed  in  our  manufactures  are  reduced 
to  a  state  of  poverty  and  idleness,  without 
there  being  any  immediate  prospect  of 
their  being  soon  restored  to  their  former 
situation ;  and  that,  by  the  act  of  33  Geo.  S, 
c.  52,  the  East  India  Company  are  vested 
in  the  exclusive  right  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion to  all  those  countries  comprehen&d 
between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Straits  of  Magellan,  containing  a  popnla* 
tion  of  many  millions  of  inhabitants ;  and 
that,  although  all  the  rest  of  his  Majlesty's 
subjects  are  thus  exchided  from  trading 
tk  any  of  those  extensive  territories,  yet, 
by  the  act  of  57  Geo.  3,  c  57,  the  same 
is  allowed  to  the  subjects  of  all  foreign  nn^ 
tions  in  amity  with  his  Majesty ;  and  that 
the  East  India  Company  are  not  known  to 
have  httherto  traded  to  many  of  these  ex« 
tensive  countries,  their  own  settlaaents 
and  China  excepted ;  and  that  the  private 
trade  to  the  eettleraenu  of  the  East  India 
Company,  under  the  regulations  of  the 
year  17a3,  is  laid  nnder  so  many  re- 
straints  as  tend  to  deter  many*  people,  ••- 
pecially  those  who  are  at  present  imac- 
quainted  with  India,  and  who  reside  at 
home,  from  engaging  in  it,  while  fo- 
reigners, who  pay  no  part  of  the  faeayy 
taxes  imposed  on  the  subjecU  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  are  entirely  relieved 
from  the  restraint  of  these  regulations,  by 
which  means  they  are  enabled  not  onlj 
successfully  to  combat  the  exertions  of 
the  private  traders  from  this  country  to 
India  under  the  regulations  of  1793,  but 
also  to  compete  with  the  East  India  Com- 
pany itself,  both  in  the  east,  and  on  the 
continent  of  Europe ;  and  that,  were  the 
trade  to  the  countries  lying  between  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straiu  of 
Magellan  laid  open  to  the'  indostry,  tiK^ 
ertion,  and  enterprixe  of  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  large,  it 
would  ^rd  employment  to  many 
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nods  of  workmen  employed  ia  the  mana« 
ftctares  of  this  kingdom,  who  are  at  pre- 
sent reduced  to  a  state  of  idleness  and  con- 
sequent poverty ;  it  would  create  an  addi- 
tional nursery  for  seamen,  a  set  of  men 
who  hate,  especially  of  late  years,  emi- 
nently contrihoted  to  sustain  the  conse- 
qaence,  perhaps  even  the  political  ex- 
istence of  this  kingdom,  and  would,  at  the 
same  time,  prove  the  means  of  adding  to 
the  riches,  the  revenue,  and  the  national 
prosperity  of  the  British  empire ;  and 
praying  the  House  to  take  the  premises 
into  consideration,  and  to  grant  such  re- 
lief as  to  the  House  may  seem  necessary, 
in  a  matter  of  such  great  national  concern ; 
^Iso  to  jillow  the  petitioners  to  be  heard, 
by  themselves  or  their  counsel,  at  the  Bar 
of  the  House,  in  support  of  .the  objects  of 
this  Petition/' 

Pbtition  from  the  London  Woollen 

PtESSBBS,     respecting     THE    EaST    InDIA 

Company's  Affaibs.]  A  Petition  of  se- 
veral pressers  of  London,  employed  by 
the  East  India  Company,  was  also  pre- 
sented and  read ;  setting  forth, 
'"That  the  affairs  of  the  East  India 
Company  are  intended  shortly  to  be 
brought  before  parliament,  as  signified  by 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Kegent  in 
his  Speech  from  the  throne  ;  and  the  pe- 
titioners humbly  presume  to  state  to  the 
House,  that  they,  in  common  with  a  great 
number  of  other  tradesmen  employed  by 
them,  residing  in  and  near  the  city  of 
London,  derive  their  support  from  the 
woollen  trade  which  is  there  carried  on 
by  the  East  India  Company  ;  and  that  it 
is  by  the  most  strict  attention  to  the  va- 
rious regulations  which  have  been  at  dif- 
ferent times  made,  and  by  the  petitioners 
punctually  attended  to,  that  the  East  In- 
dia Company's  exports  have  secured  the 
confidence  with  which  they  are  received 
by  the  consumers  in  India ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  being  appointed  pressers  of 
woollen  goods  to  the  East  India  Company, 
have,  in  consequence,  expended  large 
sams  of  money  in  forming  establishments 
suitable  to  those  regulations  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  the  woollen  trade 
which  they  respectively  exercise,  all 
which^  in  the  event  of  the  East  India 
Company's  trade  being  thrown  open, 
would  be  the  ruin  of  the  petitioners,  who 
would  have  no  other  means  of  employing 
their  expensive  implements,  which  would 
be  rendered  useless,  and  to  them  of  no 
value  ;  and  that  (he  situation  of  the  work- 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


men  employed  by  the  petitioners  would  be 
in  the  highest  degree  distressing,  as  they 
would  be  found  incapable  of  adapting  their 
habits  to  new  modes  of  business,  and  con- 
sequently both  themselves  and  their  fa- 
milies would  be  deprived  of  the  means  of 
subsistence  ;  and  praying  the  House  to 
ts^e  the  circumstances  into  consideration^ 
and  prevent  the  dreadful  consequences 
that  must  otherwise  ensue." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  of  James  Philip  Inglis.J  Sir 
F.  Burdett  presented  a  Petition  from  James 
Philip  Inglis ;  setting  forth, 

'*  That  the  petitioner  was  appointed,  on 
the  31st  March  1812,  to  the  command  of 
the  government  colonial  brig  Emine,  and 
ordered  to  proceed  to  New  South  Wales  ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  had  used  every  ex- 
ertion for  the  equipment  of  his  vessel,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  sailing  to  his  place  of 
destination,  when,  on  Thursday  the  23d 
of  July  last,  about  six  in  the  evening,  a 
press  galley  belonging  to  the  receiving 
ship  off  the  Tower  came  alongside  the 
Emine,  commanded  by  Mr.  Peachy,  with 
four  of  his  ship's  company,  to  ivhom  he 
had  given  permission  to  go  on  shore,  but 
the  midshipman  not  being  in  naval  uni- 
form, the  petitioner  did  not  suppose  him 
to  be  a  naval  officer,  although  every  re- 
spect was  shewn  him ;  Mr.  Peachy  # 
demanded  a  sight  of  the  ship's  protection, 
which  was  instantly  complied  with,  and, 
after  lookine  it  over,  returned  it  in  a  most 
disrespectful  manner  to  the  petitioner, 
and  said  it  was  good  for  nothiag,  although 
it  was  an  official  document  from  the  lords 
of  the  Admiralty  protecting  the  crew  of 
the  said  vessel ;  that  the  petitioner  desired 
the  men  to  go  quietly  in  the  galley,  and 
that  he  would  make  immediate  application 
for  their  release ;  that  the  petitioner  im- 
mediately quitted  the  deck,  supposing  the 
men  to  have  proceeded  to  the  Tower,  but 
was  informed,  whilst  below,  that  part  of 
the  ship's  com|>any  had  gone  into  the  jolly- 
boat,  shoved  off  to  rescue  their  shipmates, 
and  returned  with  them  on  board ;  and 
that  the  petitioner  begs  to  state  to  the 
House,  that  oti  the  next  day,  Mr.  Gatty, 
from  the  Thames  Police  Officio,  came  on 
board  with  a  warrant  from  Mr.  Herriot  for 
his  apprehension;  he  immediately  sub- 
mitted himself,  and  underwent  an  exami- 
nation before  Mr.  Herriot  the  same  day, 
who  ordered  the  petitioner  to  be  com- 
mitted to  Clerkenwell  Prison ;  he  was 
then  locked  op  in  a  place  at  the  Thames 
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police  office,  Ihe  most  horrible  to  be  coii- 
ce\vt6,  till  about  eight  in  the  evening, 
when  he  was  taken  out  and  handcuffed  to 
a  persoQ,  of  supposed  despicable  character, 
and  In  that  state  was  conveyed  to  Clerk- 
enwell  Prison  ;  and  that,  upon  the  25tb, 
the  petitioner  was  brought  down  hand- 
cuffed, and  underwent  a  similar  exami- 
nation as  on  the  preceding  dav  before 
Mr.  Herriot,  and  remandea  bacK  to  jail, 
handcuffed  in  the  same  manner  as  he  was  ^ 

Ist;  and  that' 
that,  during 
Cierkenwefl 
th  every  de- 
ed to  submit 
a  bed  with 
'ibus  to  his 
to  his  feel- 
er was  again 
>f  the  same 
when,  upon 
'  the  receiy- 
bail,  in  con- : 
sequence  of   the  man  belonging  to  the 
press-galley,  who  had  been  woutided  in! 
the  scuffle,  being  considered  out  of  danger, 
and  for  which  the  petitioner  had   been 
committed  to  Clerkenwell  Prison ;    and 
that  the  petitioner,  anxious  to  be  brought 
to  trial  at  the  then  impending  assizes  for, 
the  county  of  Rent,  aesirednis  attorney,; 
Mr.  Aripam,  to  remonstrate  against  any ; 
delay  in  his  trial,  as  the  assizes  were  so 
pear  at  hand,  and  the  consequences  cjf 
(delay  so  ruinous  to  the  petitioner ;    and 
that  the  solicitor  for  the  Admiralty,  Mr. 
Bicknell,    would    not  acquiesce    to    his, 
wishes,  although  the  petitioner  was  willing, 
to  have  remained  in  prison  in  order  t0| 
expedite  his  trial ;  and  that  the  petitioner | 
begs  leave  to  qall  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  his  extreme  hard  case,  in  being' 
denied  taking  his  trial  at  a  time  when  be; 
pould  have  received  the  benefit  of  his  wit- 
nesses, who    are  now  absent  from  this 
country  o^  their  voyag-e  to  New  South: 
Wales/and  who  would  nave  given  everyi 
satisfactory  evidence  on  his  behalf,  if  tiisj 
itrial  bajd  been  permitted    to  have  come 
on  at  the  last  assizes;  and  that  the  peti-| 
tioner  humbly  represents,    that   he   has; 
.been  subjt^^  to  a  very  heavy  expence  in, 
furnishing   himself   with    the    necessary! 
articles    for    the    intended  service,   and 
which,  with  incidental  charges,  amounts 
to  upwards  of  l,l6o/.  added  to  which,  he 
lias  a  wife  and  two  children,  one  of  whom 
is  completely  dumb,  and  Ifor  whose  educa 
tidn  he  is  at  a  great  expence;  and  thai 
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the  petitioner  tegs  to  kay,  that  LFs  re* 
niatning  property  ik  in  the  East  Ihdi& 
Company's  Fonds  at  Madras,  Whicli  is  h 
circumstance  that  subjects  hitn  to  great 
inconvenience  Id  being  io  long  detained 
m  tliis  country,  arid  praying,  that  the 
Itouse  will  take  his  case  into  their  imme- 
diate consideration,  and  afford,  hiin  suc& 
relief^  they  may  judge  proper/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  iMe. 

Petition  op  thb  Relatives  opPeiison9 

CONFINID  IN  IlcHESTER   GaOL    FOR  RiOTS 

AT  Bath.]  Sir  P.  hurttiU  rose  to  presedft 
a  Petition  from  the  friends  and  relatives 
of  certain  persons  now  cohfined  in  Ilchea- 
ter  gaol.  The  parties  were  resident  at 
iatb,  and  the  individuals  in  confine(hent 
had  been  committed  in  consequence  oT 
assembling  riotously  before  the  town  hall, 
during  the  last  election  in  that  citVt  and 
demanding  in  a  tumultuous  manner'tmt  the 
doors  of  the  hall  should  be  opened,  fire 
was  refused,  and  some  windoVrs  Were 
broken.  The  next  day  these  persons 
Were  seized,  and  had  beep  treated  With  a 
severity  which  nothing  c6uld  Justify.  Tlfe 
particulars  of  that  severity  were  set  fordi 
ih  the  Petition  which  he  held  in  bis  hknd. 
The  offence  Wat  certainly  bailable,  ^nd 
bail  to  any  amount  ha()  been  offei^ed,  but 
was  refused.  They  were  then  serit  to 
Ilcbester  gaol,  and  being  all  of  them 
people  who  maintained  their  families  by 
their  own  labour,  the  gjreatest  distress  h&d 
ensued  to  them.  ^One  was  a  joufneynisUi 
J3rinter,  another  a  journeyinan  Clarp'eYit^r, 
and  another  was  a' poor  woman  who  eai'niU 
her  subsistence  by  carrying  goods  hoiode 
from  the  markets.  They  were,  of  cbiirSe, 
unable  to  obtain  justice  by  any  l^garpro- 
cess.  The  petitioners  set  forth  Ihat  th^ 
were  confined  in  Solitary  celts^nd  beaylly 
ironed.  All  access  to  tliem  by  their  frieriiu 
or  relations  who  might  %e  disposed' to'alt^- 
viate  the  hardships  of  their  lot,  wsts  denied. 
During  this  severe  Weather  they  had  fib- 
thing  to  sl^ep  on  but  a  Yittle  stratv  'm 
a  stone  dungeoh,  arid  cover&l.  \i^Uh  *a 
scanty  rug^;  ^'rid  though  sohie  hdAi^^de 
persons  in  the  t6v\^n  had  provided  t^'&i 
with  great  coais,  yet  they  Vei-e  stjfipjied 
of  these  every  night  betore  they  wefe 
loc&ed  lip  in  their  cells,  ^he  ofcRfite^ 
hour  of  locking  tl)em  up  was  ^bout  fotir 
o'clock.  Their  food  was  nothing  "5at 
bread  and  water;  and  to  convince  ilie 
^ House  that  he  was  not' dwelling  uf^bn 
' feigned  or  imaginary  distresses,  he  Would 
'shew  them  brie  of  tne'loavei  'which  hid 
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l^efD  sent  qp  to  him  from  Ilcb^stejc^  f\iidl 
ijrUth  was  the,  whole  allowance  for  gpe 
naan  for  a  day.  (^Here  the  hpn.laronet 
drew  forth  a  little  loaf  from  his  popket, 
^od  after  boldj^g  it  up  for  the  intpftctioo 
df  the  Hous^,  he  dashed  it  indignantly  on 
tlie  floor,  and  it  rolled  towards  the  Trea- 
sury benches,  where  it  was  picked  up  by 
one  of  the  meipbers.]  Mr.  ^urke,  con 
(inued  the  hon.  baronet,  had  once  thrown 
^oi^rn  a  dagger  oil  the  floor  of  that  House, 
^  prpdoce  eSect,  but  he  had  produced 
^m^ttiiipg  that  vya9  real,  and  not  from  the 
mere  impulse  of  momentary  fueling.  Ife 
|rould  ask,  whether  90ch  a  pittance  }^d^ 
fino)igl^  (o  sustain  lite?  before  be  con- 
clodied,  also,  be  wished  to  adyert  to  the 

1>reiipl^t  statp  of  the  gaols  throughout  £ng: 
sfnd.  He  feared  there  was  a  degree  ol 
oppression  exercised  in  them  by  the  infe- 
rior officers  of  what  was  called  justice, 
countenanced  in  soipe  instances  by  the 
magistrates  themselves  (thoagb  h^  was  far 
pom  intending  to  cast  any  imputation  upon 
that  body  in  general,)  which  were  shock* 
iDg  in  a  civilized  country.  With  regard 
U>  the  Petition  he  held  in  his  hand,  h^ 
^new  not  exactly  what  mode  of  redreas  to 
suggest  to  the  House,  but  he  thought  some 
j^iief  ought  surely  to  be  afforded.  The 
petitioners  were  too  poor  to  remove  their 
(Complaints  to  either  of  the  courts  at  West- 
jninster  by  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus.  He 
concluded  by  moving.  That  the  Petition  dp 
lie  on  the  table. 

jjtf  r.  Harvey  thought  it  would  be  a  dan- 

Jgerojiis  precedent  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
jme.  petition,  which  went  either  to  libera- 
lon  from  prison,  or  to  being  admitted  to 
^ail.  The  prisoners  had  bee|i  coinmihed 
for  felojpy^  the  Riot  Act  having  b.efso^ulv 
read,  and  they  iiad  continued  ^leir  tomuf- 
.iiious  conduct  notwithstanding.  |t  w9^ 
^hie  province  of  ft  jpry*  therefoje,  to  dje- 
cide  upon  their  gyiLt  or  innocenp^;  and 
tj^ey  would  take  their  trial  a^  the  next 
^izj^s.  He  considered  the  allegations  w 
the  Petition  a$  false* 

jL^rd  l^abn^fttm  suggejate^d  whether  it 
yrpu^  not  be  better  to  pre^iu  the  PetitJQii] 
vhen  tliere  .^jvas  ^  duller  fttte^^anc^e  Pl 

Sir  F.  furd^u  sftid,  he  h|d  if a.i^^  till 
j^be  tiouse  was  .nearly  upon  the  point  ol 
§dj[onrning,  jn  hopes  t^at  piore  jjix^pxDtfi 
.|rould  be  present. 

inhe  Petition  was  then  Tjca^*  I^  pnr 
|igr^^  to  be  the  iPetition  of  several  friendi 

id  relatives  of  jFohn  Hipwood,  Willifm: 

^Jf'y^illW  Tjtylor,  Cf/^rl^  ^i?^ifm\i 
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cells  heavily  ironed,  and  on  the  allowance 
of  a  twopenny  loaf  and  water  each  per  day* 
until  they  were  fully  committed  on  a 
charge  of  having  unlawfally  and  riotoasly 
assembled  in  the  market  place  of  the  said 
city,  and  having  there  feloniously  remain- 
ed  with  such  persons  so  assembled  one 
hour  after  proclamation  had  been  made 
(as  it  is  said)  by  one  of  the  lAagistrates  for 
their  dispersion,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the 
Ist  of  George  1,  although  the  riot  and 
tumult  was  notoriously  begun  by  the  said 
three  members  of  the  corporation  and  the 
constables  in  manner  above  stated  ;  and, 
although  bail  for  the  appearance  of  the 
said  prisoners  was  tendered  to  the  said 
Joseph  Phillott  by  their  friends,  and  also 
by  vice  admiral  Graves  and  the  said  John 
iMlen,  esq.  to  the  extent  of  5,dOO/.  yet  the 
said  Joseph  Phillott,  in  the  most  harsh  and 
peremptory  manner,  refused  to  accept  of 
any  bail  whatever,  and  committed  the 
said  prisoners  to  the  county  gaol  of  Ilcbes- 
'^  ter,  where  they  now  remain,  and  must 
continue  confined  upon  the  same  miserable 
allowance  of  bread  and  water  as  in  the 
Bath  prison  (which  is  totally  inadequate 
to  the  sustenance  of  human  existence] 
until  the  next  assizes  (being  six  months 
from  ^he  time  of  their  commitment)  unless 
the  House  shall  be  pleased  to  interfere  on 
their  behalf,  by  ordering  them  to  be  re- 
^  leased  or  admitted  to  bail ;  and  that,  in 
'  consequence  of  the  imprisonment  of  the 
said  John  Hip  wood,  the  business  of  his 
father  as  a  boat  builder,  and  of  which  he 
had  the  sole  management,  is  at  a  stand,  and 
his  parentahave  sustained  most  serious  pecu- 
niary injury,  as  well  as  much  mental  afflic- 
tion, thereby  ;  and  that  the  said  W.  Erry 
is  by  profession  a  journeyman  printer,  and 
by  his  labour  supported  his  aged  mother 
and  infant  brother  and  sister,  who,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  confinement,  are  now 
thrown  on  the  parish  for  relief;  and  that 
the  said  W.  Taylor,  another  of  the  said 
prisoners,  is  by  trade  a  carpenter,  who  by 
his  industry  has  materially  contributed  to 
the  support  of  his  mother  and  an  infant 
sister ;  and  that  the  said  Charles  Pitt  is  by 
businets  a  shoe-maker,  and  by  his  labour 
as  a  journeyman  maintains  himself  and 
his  mother,  who  is  a  widow  ;  and  that  the 
said  Philip  Millikin  is  by4rade  a  journey- 
man  printer,  and  has  ever  borne  an  irre- 
proachable character  for  industry  and  in- 
tegrity ;  and  tha(t  the  said  Elizabeth  Lovett 
the  other  of  the  said  prisoners  (who  was  ap- 
prehended in  her  bed  on  the  night  after  the 
above  tumult)  is  merely  a  poor  iodustrioos 


woman,  who  obuins  her  liyelihood  by- 
carry  ing  baskets  from  the  market;  and  the 
petitioners  have  not  only  been  informed, 
but  some  of  them  have  actually  seen# 
that,  independent  of  the  scantiness  of  their 
gaol  allowance,  the  bodily  suflerings  of 
the  prisoners  above  named  are  very  con- 
siderable, inasmuch  as  they  are  fettered  ' 
like  felons  of  the  worst  description,  pre- 
cluded the  sight  and  conversation  of  their 
friends,  except  at  three  stated  times  of  the 
day,  one  hour  only  at  each  time,  andthen 
through  two  iron  gratings,  at  the  distance 
of  six  feet  from  each  other;  and,  notwith- 
standing they  have  been  supplied  by  the 
humanity  of  several  gentlemen  with  a 
great  coat  each,  to  defend  them  against 
the  inclemency  of  the  season,  their  clothes^ 
which  might  add  to  their  warmth  in  the 
nights  of  this  severe  winter,  are  constantly 
taken  from  them  on  their  retiring  to  their 
straw  bed  (about  four  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon)  where  they  have  nothing  but  a 
rug  allowed  them  for  a  covering;  and 
that  the  petitioners  have  been  informed 
that  all  ends  of  public  justice  would  have 
been  answered,  and  the  duration  of  the 
confinement  of  the  said  prisoners  shortened 
at  least  one  half,  if  the  magistrates  had 
chosen  to  commit  them  to  the  next  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  instead  of  the  as- 
sizes, for  the  county,  and  to  draw  down  a 
heavier  judgment  (if  possible)  upon  the 
unfortunate  relatives  of  the  petitioners;, 
the  said  corporation  have  already  mono* 
polized  all  the  leading  counsel  on  that 
circuit ;  and  that  the  poverty  of  the  pri- 
soners has  prevented  their  applying  to 
any  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  Westminster 
for  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  for  the  purpose 
of  being  admitted  by  a  judge  to  bail,  and 
by  whom  they  would  most  probably  have 
been  relieved ;  and  that,  although  they,  as 
well  as  the. petitioners,  have  been  advised, 
that  they  will  ultimately  have  legal  redress 
by  actions  at  law  against  the  persons  by 
whom  they  have  ^en  under  these  cir- 
cumstances imprisoned,  yet  in  the  mean 
time,  in  consideration  of  the  personal 
sufferings  of  the  said  prisoners,  and  of  the 
great  affliction  of  mind  felt  by  the  peti- 
tioners as  their  relatives  and  friends,  and 
also  in  consequence  of  the  severe  priva- 
tions and  hardships  sustained  by  their  re- 
spective families  by  reason  of  their  con- 
finement ;  the  petitioners  pray,  that  under 
the  whole  of  these  circumstances,  the 
House  will,  in  its  humanity  and  justice, 
be  pleased  to  interpose  herein  for  the 
relief  of  the  abov€  named  prisoner!^  iu 
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tuch  mode  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet.'' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Aemy  Estimates.]  The  following  is 
an  Abstract  of  the  sums  voted  for  the 
Army  Services  for  the  year  1813. 

Abstbact  of  the  Estimates  of  Aemy 
Seevicbs,  for  the  year  1813:  pre- 
sented to  the  Hoase  of  Commons  on 
the  1  Ith  and  2Ut  December  1812. 


Lm4  ForcM  (Inclodiof  ▼ariooi 
Cootlo|«DClet) 287,449 

lefine«u  in  tW  East 
liMlic*..^,.^ „....  S8k009 

Tnwpt  tn4  conpaalci 
for  recruitinf  diKo^.       S33 

Eabodied  Mliltla.^....  99,210 

auff  aad  Garrteooc^.M..^.... 

Full  Pay   to   Su^erauoieniT 
Oflcen. »^........... 

Pablk  DepartacDU.........^... 

Half  Pay,  4c S.^ «.. 

l«-rcstioiicn  of  Cbelaea  and 
KilmaiDluni  IUMpital«M....M» 

Out-PeuioDcn  of  Do.  ...,....^ 

WMowa  PenrioiM  ,»,^^,^.^^, 

▼ohiDtccr  corpa  ....m^........^ 

Local  MiUtia ^^^.,^,„. 

Forrign  Corps  „.„..„...  3^163 

Kojral  Mitiurjr  Coikf e  ........ 

Moyal  Mihtarj  Aajrlum  ......... 

Anovancei  to  Retired  Chap- 
lains, AC...M... ........ . 

Medicines  and  Hospital  Ex- 

Coapattionate  List. 

■arrack  Departneot  (Ireland) 
Combisuriat  Department 

(irclaad) 
tttperaanaated  Allowances,  Ac, 

ToUl...  961,367 
I»cdact  the  Setiments 
in  tb«  East  Indies...    28,009 

Itenalns  (o  be  p(t>- 
Tlded  for  1813 »....  S»pi8 


Orctt  Britain. 

X.         A  d. 
7,li«kl88  17  10 

8r»^649  15   0 

30,236  10  10 

1,983,961    8    0 

&13»792  13   3 

32;oe8  8  8 
3U8.901  9  5 
20MfiO 

30^264  2  1 
432,4195  9  9 
MM)11  16   € 

909  jm  —  — 

636^623 

1,174,019  4  4 
3819/7  10  1 
27.0M  11  II 

19,394    1    6 

105,000 

30,0&5    9  10 


iKlaad.. 
£.     /.  d. 

711,018   4    1 


l,098^Sa9  13  5 

109^226  13  9 

940  19  8 

11,900    7  9 

26,443    4  S 

18.332  11  1 

91,239    6  0 

8»103    S  S 

906,123    I  7 

31,623  13  0 


1,923  13  11 
28iOSl  11  3 
460^587    6    4 


11,670  18    9 

13,921,494    7    9 

876,649  15    0 


5    4 
4,334  18    5 


3,217,067  11    6 


13,044,844  12  9    9iS17,067  11    6 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

I\iesd(^,  December  22. 

Nayt  Office  Clerks.]  Sir  R  Burdeti 
put  a  question  to  the  noble  lord  opposite, 
whether  the  clerks  in  the  Navy  Office 
(who,  although  they  had  purchased  their 
situations  from  lord  Barham,  had  had 
their  emoluments  most  unduly  curtailed) 
and  to  whose  case  lie  took  occasion 
last  session  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  had  yet  received  any  relief,  or 
whether  it  was  intended  to  afibrd  the  re> 
dress  required?  He  understood  that  a 
representation  upon  this  subject  had  been 
made  from  the  Navy  Office  to  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  and  he  wished  to  know 
what  was  meant  to  be  done  in  consequence 
of  that  representation  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  expressed  his  regret 
that  ho  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  answer 
the  hon.  baronet's  question,  of  which  had 
he  been  aware,  he  would  have  inquired 
after  the  information  desired.  He  had, 
however,  no  doubt  that  complete  jus- 
tice would  be  done  by  the  Admiralty. 
Witb  respect  tQ  the  bon«  btronet't  allu- 


sion to  lord  Barham,  he  trusted  the  hon. 
baronet  did  not  mean  by  that  allusion 
to  insinuate  any  charge  against  that  noble 
lord,  who  bad,  in  the  transaction  referred 
to,  merely  followed  the  established  official 
practice,  and  who  was  incapable  of  any- 
dishonourable  action. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  that  he  had  it  once 
in  contemplation  to  bring  forward  a  charee 
against  lord  Barham,  and  he  still  thought 
that  no  practice  could  justify  the  sale  of 
these  offices*-but  still  less  was  he  justifi- 
able, after  such  sale,  meanly  to  curtoil  the 
emolument  of  the  purchasers. 

Local  Tokens.]  Mr.  Hudmn  Gurjuy 
asked,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  mi- 
nisters to  press  the  provisions  of  the  Local 
Token  Act,  and  thereby  to  inconvenience 
the  country  in  the  present  scarcity  of  silver* 
and  the  comparatively  limited  distribution 
of  Bank  Tokens? 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  repeated 
the  statement  which  he  said  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  in  the  course  of  the  ' 
discussions  upon  the  Gold  Coin  Bill, 
namely,  that  although  he  fully  approved 
of  the  principle  of  the  Local  Token  Act, 
it  was  intended  to  postpone  the  operation 
of  that  principle  for  some  months,  he 
thought  until  about  Midsummer,  in  order 
that  measures  might  be  taken  in  the  in- 
terim to  ensure  a  more  liberal  supply  of 
Bank  Tokens. 

Adjourned  to  the  2d  of  February,  1813* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tueiday,  February  2,  1615. 

Petitions  eespectino  the  East  India 

Company's  Cuaetee — feom  the  Provost 

&c.  OF  Edinbueoh— the  RotalBoeougbs 

OP    Scotland  —  the    Hammebmen    op 

EdINBUEGH— >AND    THE    MaTOE,    &C.     OP 

Brutol.]  A  Petition  of  the  lord  provost, 
magistrates,  and  council,  of  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  was  presented  and  read  ;  set- 
ting forth, 

"That,  looking  forward  to  the  period 
at  which  the  charter  of  the  company  of 
merchants  trading  to  the  East  Indies  and 
to  China  is  to  terminate,  the  petitiooen 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  lay  before 
the  House  their  sentiments  on  the  conti- 
nuance of  this  monopoly,  fully  satisfied 
that  the  subject  will  meet  with  that  atten- 
tion from  the  enlightened  senate  of  the 
British  empire  which  its  importance  re- 
quires ;  and  that  the  petitioners  deem  it 
superfluous  to  argue  upon  the  ^neral  in* 
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expediency  of  ci^mpier<:i^l  i^oQopplies,  or 
tp  ftatte  tci  the  Hoiite  their  tenjcjency  to 
cripple  the  exertions  and  fetter  the  enter- 
prize  of  iodiyiduals ;  %nA  that^  wbate?er 
reasons  may  have  originally  indaced  the 
legislature  to  prant  exclusive  privileges  to 
a  Joint  stock  company  engaged  in  trading 
to  the  East  lodies^  it  is  obric^is  that*  by  the 
intelligence^  eatitrprise  and  capital  of  in- 
diyidual  British  nier^rhants,  tl^e  commerce 
of  tl^e  country  tias  been  extended  to  every 
qnarter  of  the  globo  not  cQcnprehended 
within  the  limits  of  thif  monopoly ;  ap- 
prehending, therefore^  tbt^t  those  reasons 
do  not  now  exist,  and  that  a  sufficient  degree 
6t  eolecprise  an4  capital  is  to  be  found 
ibroqghool  the  empire  for  carrying  on  a 
free  and  unfettered  trad^  to  the  East 
Ipdiaif  and  to  China*  the  petitioners  hum* 
b}y  ftmpe  tha(  the  House  will  not  consent 
Id  tlie  rental  of  a  charter,  which,  by  con- 
ferring on  the  subjects  of  neutral  states 
jprivileges  not  enjoyed  by  Britisji  subjects, 
appears  to  the  petitioners  to  be  contrary 
to  sound  policyi  and  oqually  injurioiis  to 
the  mercantile  interest  as  inimical  to  the 
free  spirit  of  our  happy  oonstitption;  and 
praying  the  Hons^  not  to  contii^oe  the  ex* 
elusive  privileges  beretofpre  ei>|oyed  by 
llie  East  India  Company 9  but  to  render  it 
lawful  for  any  of  bU  M^esty's  snbjectii 
apier  the  Istof  March  18 U,  to  carry  on» 
from  any  of  the  ports  pf  the  United  4^ing- 
dom,  a  free  trade  with  the  whole  goui|* 
tries  situate  to  the  SaU  of  tbe  Cape  of 
Good  Hope/*  ^ 

A  Petition  of  the  royal  boroughs  of 
Scotland,  assembled  at  ibotr  annual  con- 
vention, was  also  prtMi»t#4  m4  rf«d ; 
Htti/Qgwrtb, 

A'Thal  the  said  panventiiPV*  represent* 
ing  by  delegation  updor  existing  statutes, 
Itue  whole  trading  interest  of  Scotland, 
hold  it  as  their  incombeiit  dpty  al  the  pre- 
a^nt  critical  juncture,  to  approach  the 
IjLops^  at  a  period  when  the  charter  of  tl^i^ 
East  India  Company  has  nearly  expired, 
ftnd  when  intereated  aud  powarful  indivi- 
duals have  combined  to  ttyuiuain  a  mono- 
p^.sotrvly  inconsiatent  with  commercial 
lUi^y;  ami  that  as  no  atat^  necessity  ap- 
peals to  0X19^  for  the  continoaAce  of  these 
explosive  ri^ts  so  justly  complaiiied  qf,  ap 
assenlion  without  argument  bfts  alone  been 
adduced  in  its  dewi!ceu  and  af  our  national 
policy  mwit  J>e  ft^  aM  tiimes  fevoqrable  to 
a  fr#e  and  vnfalteied  trade  through  the 
whole  empire  and  lU  dcf^iidencNf,  the 
p«ttii^itfKf  nky,  vitb  bmbk  (^nfitoice^ 


that  the  wisdom  of  this  House  will  at 
at  length  admit  to  the  merchants  of  this 
kingdom  an  unrestricted  and  unlimited 
intercourse  with  the  countries  to  the  east* 
ward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and 
praying  the  House  to  refuse  their  assent  to 
any  further  extension  of  the  present  ex<^ 
elusive  privileges  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, and  to  restore  to  the  snbjeou  of  this 
reahn  their  legitimate  riffht  to  trade  di- 
rectly from  any  port  within  the  United 
Kin^fdom,  free  and  uncootrouled,  with  the 
Briti«||  pos^a^iouji  in  Asi^,  and  with  the 
other  countries  situated  to  the  east  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  particularly  with  the 
emphra  of  china* 

A  Petition  of  the  deacon^  treasurer, 
and  remanent  members  of  the  incorpo-^ 
ration  of  Hammi^rmen  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, was  also  presented ;  setting  fbrth^ 

''That  as  the  charter  of  the  East  India 
Company  will  expire  on  the  1st  of  March 
1814,  the  petitioners  beg  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  solicit,  that  no  ronewal  of 
the  exclusive  privileges.at  present  enjoyjMl 
by  that  company  be  granted  to  them,  ain) 
that  all  monopolies  appear  to  the  peti- 
tioners to  be  inexpedient;  and  in  a  mer- 
cahtile  country,  wnere  the  spirit  and  en- 
terprise of  individuals  has  carried  their 
commaircial  transactions  to  every  quart/er 
of  the  globe  to  which  the  law  permits 
them  to  trade,  there  appears  a  hardship  in 
denying  to  the  subjects  of  these  kinj^doms 
the  free  exercise  of  trade  lo  the  countries 
situate  to  the  East  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  more  particularly  when  the  subject^ 
of  foreign  f tates,  in  amity  with  his  Ma- 
jeaty,  are  allowed  this  privilege;  and  tiu^ 
at  a  tii^e  when  so  n^ny  petitiops  have 
been  presented  to  the  Ho^se,  and  when 
jthe  almost  unanimous  voice  of  tl^e  coon- 
try  seems  directed  to  the  fame  olyect,  th^ 
petitioners  deem  it  superfluous  to  ofccup^  ^ 
the  time  of  the  Hou^e  by  entering  in^ 
any  detail^  or  to  add  n^ore  than  their 
earnest  prayer,  that  no  renewal  of  this 
charter  mav  he  granted  to  the  East  Ind.ut 
Company,  but  that  frpm  and  dfifijr  the  JM 
of  March  1314,  it  m^y  be  declared  lawfvl 
tc  all  the  subjects  of  his  Majesitv,  to  exer- 
cise a  frea  tprade  frop  aoy  of  the  ports  in 
the  IJnited  ^ngdom  to  Mie  wbole  comi- 
tries  situate  to  the  East  of  tfie  C«pe  of 
Good  Hope,  or  if  in  the  wisdom  of  ^ 
House  it  shall  be  deemi^d  expedient  to 
tl^ow  open  this  trade  to  a  limited  n^m^r 
of  ports  only,  <h»t  Leith,  the  port  of  l^diO^ . 
bui;gl\,  fl^  1«  ^Ae  of  tb^  nmnbeii/' 
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tries  comprised  within  tte  liwits  ofllie  B. 
i.  Cottipsny*^  present  eitc1ilsf?e  privilege. 


A  Petition  of  thb  mayor,  bar^i^sses,  and 
co^monahy  of  ttie  city  of  Bristol,  in  com- 
mon cQuncii  ^sembled,  was  also  presented 
and  read  ;  setting  fortb, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  impressed  whh 
a  deep  sense  of  the  gr^^t  impoi'tance  of, 
and  the  national  and  individual  benefit 
which  may  be  expected  to  arise  from  lay- 
ing open  the  capital  skill  sttid  fndusti^, 
and  restoring  the  inheVcrit  Vi^t  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  throughout  the  ports  of 
the  tJnited  Kingdom  to  the  fbll  and  free 
enjoyment  of  trade  and  commerce  to  all 
ports  and  places  either  in  possession 
of  or  in  amity  with  his  Majesty,  observe, 
with  the  strongest  feelings  of  regret, 
that  it  is  in  the  contetnplation  of  the  East 
India  Company  to  apply  to  the  House  for 
a  renewal  of  the  Charter  granted  in  1^93 ; ' 
and  that  the  petitioners  observe,  by  the 
correspondence  which  has  been  carried  on 
between  the  chairman  of  the  £.  I.  Cotn- 
patiy  and  the  commissioners  for  the  af- 
faire of  India,  that  the  £.  t:  Company  have 
conceded  the  geti^ral  principle  of  a  A'ee 
trade  from  the  Outporu  ofthe  kingdom  to 
the  iB.  I.  i^ettlements,  still  that  their  cooi- 
cessioh  is  conpleU  with  p^o()6sitipns,  which, 
if  adopted  by  parliament,  must  effectuallv 
exclude  the  daerchants  of  this  city,  as  Well 
as  those  Of  etery  other  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  (iefxcept  London),  from  any 
prospedt  of  advantageous  participation  in 
ibe  trade  when  so  opened ;  and  that  it  is 
a  declared  object  of  the  £.  I.  Company  to 
prevail  upon  parliament  to  continue  in 
themselves  the  exclusive  possession  of  the 
British  trade  With  China,  under  an  appre- 
hension that  the-greatest  danger  of  quarrels 
and  thenHimale  loss  of  the  China  trade 
would  be  likely  to  ensue  from  a  free  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  that  nation, 
'whereas  the  experience  of  a  long  course 
bf  years,  during  which  the  subjec^ts  of  the 
TTnhed  States  of  America  have  traded  ex* 
ienin^ely  with  China,  must  completely  set 
aside  all  ground  for  such  alarm;  and  that 
the.  [Petitioners  humbly  presume,  that  no- 
thing can  possibly  tend  in  a  greater  de- 
See  to  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  and 
e  prosperity  of  a  nation,  than  the  free- 
dom of  its  commerce,  and  the  general  dif- 
fiisidn  ofthe  means  of  carrying  it  on ;  and 
tbat,  from  the  recent  and  very  extensive 
improvemefits  which  have  been  made  in 
ihe  harbour  of  Bristol,  ships  of  very  con- 
"siderable  burthen  can  receive  and  dis- 
charge their  cargoes  afloat,  and  the  port 
is  in  every  respect  suitable  for  carrying 
on  an  extenlive  commerce  with  the  coun* 


atld  the  petitioners  may  add  With  as  much 
security  to  the  due  collection  of  the  dntieb 
of  customs  and  excise  as  in  the  port  of 
Londoh;  and  praying,  that  the  Mous^  will 
not  consent  to  a  renewal  of  dny  of  those 
exclusive  commercial  ptiviteges  wliich  are 
contained  ih  an  act  passed  in  the  39d  of 
his  present  Majesty;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  at  the  expiration  of  that  act, 
the  trade  to  the  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  may  be  as  fully  add  freely  enjoyed 
by  all  his  Majesty's  subjecU  to  and  from 
every  port  of  his  Majesty's  United  King- 
dom as  it  is  at  present  by  the  East  India 
Company  and  the  port  of  London  exclu- 
sively.** 
Ordered  to  lift  upon  Ae  table. 

PittnoKS  AGAIKST  THE  ClaIMS  OF  ttfl 

Soman  CAtHOLics—FRofi  theDsanamd 
Canons  of  Wwdsor — the  Cleegt  dr 
Norfolk-t-aKd  the  litAToR,  fee.  Of  Be- 
verly.] A  Petition  of  the  desUi  and 
canons  of  Windsor,  was  presented  and 
read :  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  httmbly  beg 
leavb  (o  eXfiress  their  hope 'ihat  they  ahaU 
not  bfe  thought  to  merit  the  impiitation  of 
intolerance,  if  they  pray  the  House  not  to 
graiit  the  right  of'admissidn  either  to  the 
highest  offices  of  trust  and  power^  Or  to 
the  exercise  of  legislatire  functions*  of 
late  so  importunately  claimed  by  our  ^fsU 
low  subjects  the  Romiln  Catholics  of  the 
United  Kingdom;  and  ihat  the  peti- 
tioners presume  to  maintain,  With^conft- 
dence,  that,  in  presenting  this  their  humble 
Petition  to  the  Hou^e,  they  prove  them- 
selves to  be  the  fi^ends  and  advooAtesef 
toleration  in  the  bnly  just  and  donstitn- 
tional  acceptation  of  the  term,  fbr  they 
cannot  fbrget  that  the  bulwarks  erected 
by  our  forefathers  in  defence  of  the*  Pro- 
tectant faith,  were  designed  as  barrren 
against  the  ascendency  of  those  Whom  ex- 
perience had  but  too  nitalty  shewn  to  6e 
intolerant  of  any  other  religion  than  their  ^ 
own ;  and  that  these  barriers  and  restric- 
tions the  petitioners  humbly  conceive  to' be 
essential  to  the  integrity  of  the  British  con# 
stitution  in  Church  and  State,  a  Constitution 
under  which,  ever  since  they  were  imposed, 
a  greater  share  of  happiness  has  been  en- 
joyed than  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any 
other  people,  and  which  has  consequently 
been  Ihe  envy  and  admiration  of  the 
world  ;  and  that,  to  the  possession  of  so 
great  a  blessing,  as  EnglisbmeB,  the  p'e« 
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titionen  cannot  wish  to  be  thought  insen- 
sible, but,  as  ministers  of  religion,  they 
conceive  that  they  should  betray  the 
tnirt  committed  to  their  charge,  if  they 
refrained  from  humbly  imploring  the 
House  to  frustrate  all  attempts  to  deprive 
them  of  the  support  and  protection  of 
those  proTisions  and  enactments  to  which, 
under  God,  they  ascribe  it,  that  the  purity 
of  the  holy  faith  which  they  profess  has 
been  hitherto  maintained/' 

A  I^elition  of  the  archdeacons  of  Nor- 
wich and  Norfolk,  and  of  the  clergy  of 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  was  also  presented 
and  read ;  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  Tiew,  with  in- 
creasing concern  and  alarm,  the  repeated 
and  persevering  efforts  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  the  United  Kingdom  to  obtain 
from  the  leeislature  an  elevation  to  a  de- 
gree of  political  power,  which,  in  the 

.  bumble  opinion  of  the  petitioners,  cannot 
be  granted  them  without  the  most  immi- 
nent danger  to  the  constitution  both  in 
Church. and  State;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners feel  they  should  be  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  duty  were  they  longer  todefer 
expressing,  in  the  most  unequivocal  but 
respectful  manner,  not  only  that  firm  and 
zealous  attachment  to  the  Church  of  which 
they  are  ministers,  springing  from  the 
belief  th^t  its  doctrines  are  scriptural,  and 
its  ordinances  apostolical,  for  which  the^ 
claim  credit  from  the  House  and  their 
country,  but  also  their  full  persuasion 
that,  with  the  preservation  of  that  Church, 
the  best  interests  of  true  religion,  as  well 

.  as  the  stability  of  the  monarchy,  and  con- 
sequent happmess  and  prosperity  of  the 
people,  are  most  intimately,  and  indeed 
inseparably  connected;  but  great  as  is 
their  confidence  in  the  purity  of  the 
Church  as  by  law  established,  the  peti- 
tioners contemplatCi  with  unfeigned  satis- 
faction, the  complete  and  unrestrained 
exercise  of  their  religion  granted  to  all 
who  separate  from  her  communion ;  and 
they  humbly  conceive  that  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, in  common  with  all  Protestant 
dissenters,  enjoy  this  toleration  in  the 
most  ample  manner;  and  therefore  the 
petitioners  humbly  and  most  earnestly 
implore  the  House  not  to  relax  those  salu- 
tary regulations  in  the  instance  of  persons 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  to 
which  all  Protestanu  are  at  this  time  com- 
pelled to  subiuit,  nor  to  remove  those 

,  guards  and  fences  which  have  been  so 
wisely  planted  round  the  venerable  fabric 


of  the  United  Church  of  England  and 
Ireland,  cemented  in  the  blood  of  its  mar« 
tyrt,  unless  parliament  shall  in  its  wisdom 
provide  other  means  of  security,  which 
the  petitioners  have  never  yet  seen  de- 
tailed, that  may  prove  a  support  and  de-^ 
fence  equally  permanent  and  solid/' 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgesses  of  the  towb  of  Beverley,  in  the 
county  of  York,  in  common  council  as- 
sembled, was  also  present^  and  read; 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  have  seen»  with 
alarm  and  sorrow,  the  unceasing  efforts  of 
his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  sobjecU  to 
be  admitted  into  offices  of  the  highest 
trust  and  power,  and  even  to  sit  in  the 
imperial  parliament  to  legislate  for  a 
Protestant  Church  and  State;  and  that 
the  petitioners  look,  with  satisfaction,  at 
the  degree  of  toleration  which  has  been 
granted  to  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
subjects,  biit  at  the  same  time  they  regard 
Protestant  ascendency  as  essential  to  the 
safety  and  stability  of  the  constitution, 
and  dread  any  innovation  which  may  en- 
danger the  civil  and  religious  libertv 
which  this  kingdom  has  so  long  enjoyed, 
and  which  has  raised  it  to  its  present  state 
of  pre-eminence  among  the  nations  of 
Europe;  and  praying,  that  the  House  will 
resist  those  claims  ofhisMajesty's  Roman, 
Catholic  subjects,  and  continue  those  safe- 
guards by  which  our  invaluable  constitu- 
tion in  Church  and  State  has  hitherto  been 
preserved." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednetday,  Fdtruary  3. 

Pbtitions  against  the  Claims  of  tbb 
Roman  Catholics.]  The  Bishop  of  Chi- 
chester presented  a  Petition  from  the  arch- 
deacon, clergy,  and  others,  of  Chichester, 
against  the  Catholic  Claims. — He  also 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  bishop,  dean, 
and  chapter  of  Ely,  against  the  Catholic 
Claims.— Earl  Nelson  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  archdeacons  of  Norwich  and 
Norfolk,  against  the  Catholic  Claims. 

The  Bishop  of  Nonmch  observed,  that 
the  Petition  was  contrary  to  his  senti* 
ments,  and  he  could  not  but  give  his  pub- 
lic testimony  against  the  propriety  of  the 
clergy    interfering  ia   this    question — a 

?[uestion  which  nearly  concerned  the  wel- 
are  of  several  thousands  of  his  Majesty's 
loyal  and   faithful  subjects,    and  which 
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qught  Ubflflftla  tb»wUM#ddttpiMAii 
of  Uif  legUlnMire^  Ha  o^oid  not  bvit  U^ 
mtiit  that  any  p#rt  of  tho  f  lei^y  shpuld 
liftA  Mie  way  in  cootribatiog  to  raUe  tbf) 
4etQitabl9  cTjT  of  No  Popery^  wbkh  oa  a 
fpfiper  occasion  h^d  firoduc«4  *0  nuich 
miiduef^  and.  tie  d^fiply  negretted  that 
tbcuo  illiberal  a^d  onchariiaUla  aentiment^ 
wUeb  i^tUiont  of  this  nature  y  pJield,  and 
whi^b  bad  bean  baniabod  fcoai  tho  rest  of 
t)i|ft  world*  ibould  iea?a  thaiE  last  foptstepf 
in  tbe  tanclaariaa  of  our  reUgioa  and  our 
taaiploi  of  litoraAore. 

Tba  PatiUon  haviqg  bacA  r^ad. 

The  JM^  of  Nmffolk  observed,  thai  Qoe 
eKpre$«ion  ia  i^  ibatthe  Catholics  enjoyed 
tba  saoa  priyileges.  as  the  .(rotastant  Us* 
aeatari|>  wa#  pet  foanded  io  fact,  Pfo- 
tesuiiu  Dissenura  bfNng  allowed  to  &U  in 
IHirUaiiientft  whilst  a  part  of  tbe  oatba  tan* 
dared  was  leaelled  exp«as>iy  at  (Catbolioi 
tp  yi^vent  tbeijE  sitting  there. 

Tha  Bi^p  of  Saliateicy  presen^d  a 
Kfititioo  fi^qn  the  dean  a^d  chapter  c^f 
SaUsbnry  against  tbyi  Catholic  Claiais.-r 
I|«  also  pracamed  a  Petition  la  tha  sa^na 
ejiact/raiai  the.avcbdaacoa  and  clergy  of 
9ark«r  and .  the  dean^  arahdaacon^  and 
claayy  of  Saliabnry*  pad  Mvo  other  jnrii* 
di^ti4Hi9)  witbia  the  dioc,ese  of  Salisbury^r- 
Qp  asA  of  these  Petitiops, 

Tbe  Soke,  of  JVat^l;  obaerfadf.  that  ijt 
sMed  Uhat  the.  Catholics  stUL  Mia^ad  in 
the  ioCaUfrbility  of  the  Papa;  aad  on  an? 
other,  thai*  il  obavgad  the  jCatbqbcs  arith 
siaU  bnldia^  ^ba  taiia^  that  sfsn^^mg^ 
might  be  e«cooQinnioat«d  by  tb&  Ppfia. 
Oo  die  Iflogaay  of  Patitipii&wbi<|b  ware 
DOAT  Uring  for  sigoainre  in  evary  alehaMaa 
ija  WesUninster,  it  wpi^ld  lyi^  be  worth 
whiie  to  remark;  boit  when,  a  Petition 
oaiaA  ftopi  a  leacmed  body*  k  ^laa  natoral 
toaxpacit  that  it  would  be  ai^maiHly  ex- 
pcaAi?d«  it  wias*  tfaeaefore,  with  sorprise* 
be  fquskd  tha  Catha&a  sull  charged*  io 
FaUtioBe  Grom  learned  peratni*  wi^jhoM** 
iog'  the  leaals  of  the  inUliUAity  of  the 
Fainwaad  ibe-  ftaraaironniri^tieii  of  eore- 
anlgiia^.  aUhoagb^  by  the  strongest  oaths 
ihat  qoiild  be  pn^to  aMn^  tbay  had  aheot- 
kitelry  deoiad  that  th^y  enteiianad  any 
a«M3h  taoet^  Tbe«a  Patitionsk  therafo^, 
lyaettfdthat.whiflb  waa  not  the  foot*  and 
Uwaaof  isaportiMsce^jtballthe  miarepfeeeea- 
t^ionabooM  hercoatradicted. 

Lord  Momtd  thought  the  noble  dake 
aatillad  to  thaoka  Jfor  thna  vindicating  the 
CMbolics  ison  aaiseefneiwitfation*  it  b«iag 
aatorious  tbaftall4ha.Catbolics.Qf  Ireland 
V  tha  s^r(iiuast.oalbs  that  aaidd  ba 

(vol:  XXIV.) 


4aTi«ad,  and  by  the  nio(|t  ^\txsm  appeal 
to  God*  denied  that  tbay,eAtenfMn(^d  aiijf; 
sncb  tenets. 

The  Bishopt  of  Salisbury  also  presented, 
a  Petition  from  the  dean  and  chapter*  th«^ 
archdeacon  and  clergy  of  Esieter,  against 
the  Catholic  Claims.'— Viscoont  Sidmouth 
preicnted  a  Petition  to  ^be  same  effscfe 
from  the  mayoir*  aldermen  and  assistanta 
of  the  borough  of  Leeds.^-Ordered  to  lift 
upon  the  table. 

East  IM014  CoMPamr's  CaAaxaa  ]  Vi»> 
count  NeWille  presented  Petitions  fromt 
the  chamber  of  commecce  of  £Jinburgb« 
the  conieMioB  of  the  iw^al  borgha  iit 
Scotland,  and  the  corporation  of  Stifling* 
assembled  in  guild*  against  the  centinn^ 
aace  pf  tba  monopoly  of  tba  £a»^  io^^ 
GoiPpaQy*: 

HaFSB  OP  CfrTWMONS. 

Wcdncsdi^f  F^bruaty  3. 
PaTiTiOHs  aaspxcT^HG  tm'^  East  Imu^ 
CoiifAMT's  Cn^axaa— FpoM  xup  Maaop^ 
▲NT'*  &c.  OF  MAii€HJKaTaa*-Aifet;ras  M4r 

GiaTPATBS^    &0.    OF    6I4AS6OW— ^ANP    THA 

|iaaG44ii9's.<i^Bai9TOii.l  A  Petition  oC 
tb«imArcbant«>  aadmamwetureraaf  Man-^ 
gbailer  aoA  Salford*  mas  prfseiajled  and 
cairi ;  setting  forth* 

ff  That  aaany  of  the  patUieners  ha? # 
heao  long  and  exlensiff  a^  eagaged  ini 
owmereial  -  btaB«aietions>  embracing 
ebia%  tba  paie  and  exportation  of  the 
GottoA  iMiulaaturas  of  this  kfngfdotm*  oft 
which  Ihe  .niamerous  populatiaa  of  tb» 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Mancb^t^r. 
mainlv  .depend  for  their  support;  and 
ttwH  tbepe^lianers  bara  entered  folhr  iato 
the  f ariouf  conriderationsi  which  '  ariaa 
diam^tbaneSorts  of  ibe  East  India  Cob»« 
pany  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  their  e»ptrin|( 
chatter^  and  it  appeara  ta  tba  paiiljoners 
eafiable  of  the  most  satisiiGtety  pvaof; 
tihat.  the  esdiusiTe  priFrleges  hiMerto  en^ 
joyed  by  tbeioompaiiy*  under  the  autipo^ 
rity  in  question*  ba^re  been  found  highly* 
i^jarknii  to  the  geneval  latareM  of  the- 
aounlry ;  and  that,  after  the  ^cy  ampla< 
disaossiooa  the  adi^t  baa  recaiTed^  and 
the  detrimental  oeiiiieqiiences'-whiob  ha^a 
resulted  frmm  thfe  system  of  uaooo^ely  so- 
unKvanaUy  complained  of*  iba  pMtioinere^ 
hsra  afaataia  fiDoas  tsoab^Ag  the  HoaaOi^ 
with  .the  dataikd  gconnds  they  ace  pra* 
pared  Io  prove*  and  on  .whbh  they  urgai 
the  natioaal  ijo^ioe  of  prakmgiBg  thtaci 
Of  iU ;  aud  that  the  ^ariooa  jvesaura  oeca*, 

(3A) 
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sioned  by  the  unexampled  measdref  of 
tbe  enemy  to  efi^t  the  destruction  of 
British  commerce,  and  tbe  natural  results 
of  the  wars  in  whicli  the  nation  is  now 
nnaToidably  engaged,  are  circumstances 
which  call  loudly  for  every  attention  to 
new  and  legitimate  sources  of  a  more  ex- 
tended and  permanent  trade;  and  that, 
to  establish  an  open  commercial  inter- 
course generally  with  the  countries  from 
which  the  existing  charter  excludes  the 
British  merchants,  would  not  only  afford 
the  most  effectualreltef  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  public  af&irs,  but  would/as  the  peti- 
tioners confidently  submit,  most  essentially 
eontribote  to  the  lasting  benefit  and  pros- 
perity of  the  kingdom  at  large,  for  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  the  daify  improve- 
ment  and  marked  superiority  of  our  ma- 
chinery, the  unrivalled  skill  and  ingenuity 
of  our  artificers,  and  the  great  variety  and 
perfection  of  our  manufaciures,  would 
constantly  ensure  them  tbe  advantage  of 
the  markets  alluded  to ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners therefore  earnestly  trust  that  the 
House  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  may,  after  the  termination  of  the 
present  charter,  fully  sectare  to  all  hi^ 
Majesty's  subjects  the  right  of  a  free  and 
unlimited  trade  with  tboine  countries  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  from 
whence  they  are  now  prohibited ;  and  that 
with  this  view'  the  petitioners  humbly 
crave  leave  to  be  beard,  by  their  counael, 
against  the  expediency  of  renewing  the 
*^  Oo^qMmy's  exclusive  powers,  and  that,  if 
ttecessary,  they  may  be  also  allowed  to 
give  evidence  on  the  subjects  at  (he  bar  of 
the  House/' 

A.  Petition  of  the  magistrates  and  com* 
mon  council*  of  Glasgow,  in  council  as- 
aembled,  was  also  presented  and  read ;  set- 
j;ing  forth, 

*'  That,  observing,  from  its  recent  reso- 
lutions, that  the  House  is  to  take  into  its 
'  early  consideration  what  arrangitfment 
ougnt  in  future  to  be  adopted  for  Uie  re- 
gulation of  the  commerce  of  these  king- 
doms with  the  countries  situated  to  the 
east  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  the 
west  of  Cape  Horn,  the  petitioners  deem  it 
their  doty  again  to  appeal  on  this  most 
important  rn^ject  to  the  justice,  tbe  wis- 
dom, and  the  liberality  of  parliament; 
smd  that  the  petitioners  have  learned,  with 
surprise,  that  it  has  been  mahitaioed  the 
House  is  precluded,  by  the  vested  righta 
and  privileges  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany«  from  adopting  such   an-  arrange* 
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ment  as  may  be  ascertaimed  to  be,  upon 
the  whole,  the  meet  just  and  expedient ; 
and  that  the  petftioners  humbly  conceive 
that,  in  point  of  iustioe,  all  his  Majesty's- 
subjects  are  equally  entitled,  as  the  united' 
company  of  merchants  trading  to  the 
East  Indies,  to  hold  coomiercial  inter- 
course with  all  the  quarters  of  the  babi- 
uble  globe :  they  apprehend  that  freedom 
of  commerce  is  one  of  the  birthrights  of 
Britons,  which  nothing  but  stete  necessity, 
or  strong  and  obvious  national  expediency » 
ought  ever  to  induce  the  legislature  to 
abridge  or  controul;  and  they  eobmit 
that  the  present  question  is  in  reality  not 
whether  parliament  ought  to  uke  from  a 
trading  corporation  its  vested  rights  and 
privileges,  for  these,  being  of  an  artificial 
and  temporary  nature,  necessarily  cease 
with  tbe  charter  to  which  they  owed  their 
origin,  but  whether  parliament  can,  in  tbe 
dischar^  of  its  great  and  paramount  duty, 
longer  lend  its  sanction  to  an  exclusive 
grant,  which  experience  has  proved  to  be 
highly  inexpedient  in  general,  and  not 
even  advantageous  to  the  possessors,  and 
by  which  the  interests  of  the  whole  are 
obviously  sacrificed  to  those  of  a  part  of 
the  nation ;  and  the  petitioners  cannot  en- 
tertain a  doubt  that,  by  laying  open  to  the 
capital,  the  skill,  and  the  enterprise  of 
British  merchants,  those  vast  regions  from 
which  they  have  been  so  long  excleded, 
the  man^lactures  of  this  country  will  be- 
promoted,  its  commerce  and  navigation 
extended,  and  the  financial  and  naval  re- 
sources of  the  govemment  thereby  au{^ 
mented ;  and  the  opening  of  such  a  field 
is  certainly  at  the  present  conjuncture  pe- 
culiarly necessary,  when  the  overgrowvi 
power  of  the  tyrannical  ruler  of  France 
excludes  this  nation  from  so  large  a  porti<m 
of  the  European  continent,  and  when  the 
natural  intercourse  vrith  the  North  Ame- 
rican States  is  for  a  time  interrupted ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  convinced  that, 
under  proper  regulaitions,  the  import  ea 
well'as  the  export  trade  with  tbe  couatriea 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  may  be 
extended  indisoriminalaly  to  the  ports  ef 
tbe  united  kingdom,  without  anjr^ik  ef 
the  payment  of  (he  revenue  derived  by 
government  Irom  that  source  bei^|^ 
evaded;  and,  if  the  latter  object  can  b* 
attained,  the  extension  ef  the  privilege  to 
all  his  Majesty's  subjects  who  ere  in  m 
condition  to  avail  themselves  of  it  ia  ear- 
tainly  most  consistent  with  the  libeftd 
policy  of  the  British  legislature  ;*  and  thatt 
the  petitionetr  are  alio  firmly  persuaded 
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ihftt,  under  proper  re^qlationv  (be  oier* 
ob«DU  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  may 
be  admitted  to  a  free' and  unfettered  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  the  profincet  of 
Indian  witbout  exciting  any  unfavourable 
diaposiiioo  in  the  natives  towards  this 
country,  and  without  any  danger  what* 
ever  to  the.4tability  of  the  provincial  go- 
▼emmont;  and,  while  they  cannot  but 
consider  as  extremely  hard  the  existing 
enactments,  br  which  foreign  nations 
have  been  admitted  to  the  benefit  of 
this  commercial  intercourse,  and  Bri- 
tish subjects  excluded,  the  petitioners 
humbly  suggest  the  propriety  of  making 
such  arran|^ements  as  may  in  future  secure 
lo  the  British  merchant  trading  to  the 
British  possessions  in  Asia  that  protection 
and  reception  to  which  he  is  justly  en- 
titled ;  and  that  fiaalJy,  the  petitioners 
own  they  cannot  perceire  that  the  expen- 
diture incurred  by  the  company  in  the 
••ztension  and  in  the  government  of  the 
British  possessions  in  the  Indian  peninsula 
nflR>rds  any  sufficient  j^und,  injustice  or 
expediency,  for  contmuing  to  that  corpo- 
ration the  monopoly  of  the  trade  to  China; 
ihev  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  trade 
with  China,  although  laid  open  to  all  bis 
Majesty's  subjecu,  may  be  placed  on 
such  a  footing,  and  under  such  re^^ula- 
iftons,  as  to  prevent  any  risk  of  ofience 
bv  individoals  to  the  government  or  peo« 
pie  of  that  vast  empire ;  and  they  are  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  that  admission  to  the 
Chinese  trade  is  indispensably  necessary 
to  enable  the  British  merchant  to  carry  on 
the  trade  with  the  British  possessions  in 
Asia  with  advantage,  and  with  success; 
smd  praying  the  Hwise,  in  its  wisdoooy  U> 
refose  its  sanction  to  any  renewal  of  the 
exclusive  commercial  privileges  of  the 
£•  I.  Company,  and  to  restore  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  general  their  right  to 
carry  on,  from  as  many  of  the  ports  of  the 
united  kingdom  as  the  security  of  the 
reveiMie  will  permit,  a  free  trade  with  the 
British  possessions  in  Asia,  and  with  the 
other  countries  situated  to  the  east  of  the 
€^Mpe  of  Good  Hope,  particularly  the  em- 
pire of  China ;  and  farther  praying  to  be 
beard  by  counsel  in  support  of  this  Pe- 
tition.'' 


A  Petition  of  several  merchants,  traders, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Bris- 
tol, was  also  presented  and  read;  setting 
Artb, 

«<  That  the  petitioners,  in  contemplation 
•fan  intended  application  to  the  legisla* 
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tore  by  the  Eset  India  Company,  for  a  re«^ 
newal  of  their  exclusive,  privilege  of  trade, 
and  confident  in  the  justice  and  wisdom 
of  the  Hoosct  the  natural  and  powerful 
guardians  of  the  people's  right,  deem  it 
their  indispensable  duty  thus  early  to  re- 
present to  the  House,  that  the  full  and  free* 
right  to  trade  to  and  with  all  countries  and 
people  in  amity  with  their  sovereign,  and 
more  particularly  with  those  countries  and 
settlements  acquiredand  maintained  by  the 
courts  and  valour  of  the  forces  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, is  the  undoubted  birthright  and  in- 
heritance of  the  people  of  this  empire ; 
and  that  the  exclMsive  privile^^e  of  the 
£•  L  Company  is  a  manifest  infringement 
of  that  right,  from  which  many  and  great 
evils  have  resulted;   and  that  the  peti* 
tinners  further    humbly  submit    to   the 
House,  as  a  sound  and  incontrovertible 
principle,  that,  in  this  enlightened  age» 
commerce  can  neither  be  bejMfited  nor  ex* 
tended  by  monopoly ;   and  that  all  ideas 
of  direct  participation  by  the  public  trea- 
sury in  behalf  of  the  nation,  in  the  profits 
of  trade,  as  a  compensation  or  purchase 
for  such  monopoliser  commerce,  must  and 
ever  will  be  vain  and  illusory ;   and  the 
petitioners   humbly  adduce,  the   disap* 
pointed  expecutions  of  the  nation  and 
the  le^slature,  in  regard  to  the  E.  L  Com* 
|Mmy  m  complete  illustration  of  this  prin* 
ciple ;  and  that  the  petitioners  refer  to  the 
information  before  the   House,  to  show 
that  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  R  I.  Com* 
pany  has  decreased  at  the  very  time  when* 
by  British  exertions,  its  field  has  been  ex* 
tended  and  itself  protected  from  enemies 
and  hostile  rivalry;    and  that  foreigners^ 
by  the  advantases  of  free  and  unfettered 
exertions,  have  been  at  the  same  time  sue* 
cessfttlly  competing  with  the  £•  I.  Com* 
pany  not  only  in  the  trade  of  the  Com* 
pany's  own  settlements,  but  also  in  the 
trade  to  China  to  a  vsst  amount,  whilst 
such  trades  have  been  long  and  obstinate* 
ly  denied  to  the  subjecu  of  the  United 
Kingdom ;    and  that  the  petitioners  fpr* 
ther  humbly  submit  to  the  House,  t^t 
the  prospect  of  pecuniary  participation 
held  out  to  the  country  in  17  9S,  not  only 
has  not  been  realised,  but  has  been  con» 
Terted  into  repeated  claims  by  the  £•  I. 
Company  on  the  public  purse  and  credit ; 
^and  that  forther  and  still  ^eater  pecuniary 
assistance  will  be  required  to  ^vert  <m- 
barrassmenu  in  which  the  £.  h  Company 
must  otherwise  soon  be  involied;   and 
that  the  petitioners  rely,  with  tb^utiaosl 
confidence  that  the  muse  will  disregard 
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my  ai^nttlsAls  tHat  wiy  he  iMidiice4  Hi 
laToor  of  the  E.  L  Ootnfiativ'B  exclnsitre 
ffnnlege,  Wbieh  woaM,  if  ttdhittted,  apply 
with  eq«|il  fM-c«  a^idM  tke  freedom  of 
any  aad  of  every  branch  of  Britbh  com- 
merce, the  whole  of  which  might  then  be 
pamlized  by  moiM>po}y,  ms  'this  great  arm 
#f  oar  strength  hak  been,  to  the  roin  of 
^  naral  greatness,  and  the  conseqaent 
downfall  of  our  independence ;  and  thai 
the  petitiottera  beg  teare  tmmbly  to  iab- 
mit  to  the  Houte,  that  of  ali  the  effects  of 
monopoly  none  is  so  injorioas  as  its  eon* 
finement  of  commerce  to  a  partlciilar 
port,  and  that  the  prhicipal  oat -ports  df 
t^  United  Kingdom  hare  an  imdoobi* 
ed  right  to  equal  pritilege  of  trade  with 
th^  port  tf  London,  bearing,  as  they  do 
cfaeeifhllt,  their  fall  and  commdn  ptopor- 
tkm  of  the  borthiens  of  the  states  aiMi  the 
mrirattons  which  the  unexampled  slate  of 
finrope  has  brought  upon  the  trading  and 
tnanofacturii^g  cMsses  of  the  immunity ; 
ahd  that  %tide,  Wbcn  confined  to  a  sitigle 
portV>f  a  great  ea»p!ii%,battst  of  necessity, 
from  being*  cramped  and  narrowed,  lan- 
guish a^d  dedtne ;  and  that  "great  and 
oxpettsire  tmproTements  hate,  of  fate 
years,  beeh  made  in  moM  of  the  -principal 
ou^polt9,  With  a  vieir  to  the  estension  of 
cMttmch'ce,  and  to  the  accommodation  of  a 
kffgarcl^soCi^ips;  ^nd  that  the  know« 
layaHy,  iAt^egrity,  aid'  bpulence  of  the 
mercbatits  residenft  in  Aetytft-pctts,  iiflbrd 
«mple  seclurKy  f[>r  their  tsire  of  the  rftM 
Interests  of  tiiefr  country,  tn  respe<H  df  Its 
nVtional  rerentie,  which  Che  petitioners, 
%rith  deference  assert,  is  as^lfgenilly  anfd 
MthfuHy  co/llected,  and  as  cheterfoHy  paid, 
fn  those  out-ports  as  In  thepchrt  of  London ; 
and  that  the  petitionefB,  however,  far  from 
iiaving  a  wish  to  deprive  the  £.  L  Com- 
pltey  cX  any  tight  or  claim  tbey  miry  have 
on  thte  justice  or  liberaltty  of  parnateettt 
Mr  Sndemnificatidn,  are  most  anliinisthat 
M  such  claims  may  be  ihMy  exanrined 
knd  fully  and  liberafly  remunerated^  but 
iWtfaer  humbly  sobmfit  to  the  House,  thstt 
the  mranl  6f  such  remuneration  should 
arise  from  a  pat  and  equal  hnpMton  the 
trarfe  in  question,  and  -shotAfl  ntft  be  at- 
tampted  by  restrictions  which  can  only 
tferve  to  shackle  and  injtfra  commerce,  and 
to  harass  and  perplex  the  merdiaht,  with- 
out any  solid  bendfit  to  the  £.  1.  Coin- 
Cmy  ;  and  prayims,  thitt  the  House,  tak* 
g  the  i^remises  under  thefrconslderatiati, 
trill  refuse  to  comply  with  any  appltca- 
tf99  tM  may  be  made  by  the  B.  L  Com- 
pwof  for  atenewid  ef  thefar  ekdhnrivc  pri- 


vlfoge,  and  win  leave  the  trade  to  India 
and  China  fblly  and  flHeely  open  to  the  en- 
terpriae,  Mt\,  akid  teapiul  of  the  merchama 
of  the  United  Khtgddm,  subject  only  ill 
such  sahitary  laws  tor  its  re|pBletion  aMi 
protection  as  the  legislature,  m  to  wisdom 
and  paternal  cwrt,  may  deeih  iieeessarv  { 
and  that  the  petHioners  may  be  allowed  te 
be  heard,  by  tbamselves  their  counsel  anC 
agents,  at  the  bar  of  the  HoOtes  4n'  Mpport 
of  the  tobjocts  of  this  Patition/' 
Ordered  to  Re  upon  the  Ubie. 

PsTiTibN  ^^M  RtMiW  AMttist  twe 
CLAtMS  OV  TWa  ROMHN  CATBOLrca.l 
A  petition  of  the  mayor,  buigjMe^,  asra 
commoUialty  of  ^ffm  beroagh  of  RipoA,  fA 
ttie  county  of  York,  in  common  eoimctl 
assembtedL  was  presented  alldvMd;  Ml^ 
ttngfurth, 

<«  That  the  t^lHioners,  being  ibily  aem 
sible  of  the  maby  bllMings  and  advan^ 
tages  which  an  ranks  and  degrees  of  jm 
Majesty's  adbjects  e^oy  under  the  pr^* 
sent  wise  and  happy  ceuslHtKien  of  th#fe% 
kingdoms,  as  by  la^  established,  WhMl 
iailows  to  all  elects  and  persuasiona  ^f  meA 
full  anri  free  e6leration  in  the  exercise  ef 
their  religious  duties ;  knd  tMit  «he  p«ti^ 
%ioneie  cstanot,  Wfthout  a  comfiderable  de- 
gree tiff  regret  and  ahymv  behold  tbe  aA^ 
tempts  wMch  ei%  Aow  makhig  with  a6 
mtteh  hritemeierate  ktk\  in  a  sister  km|fdMa 
by  tfome  of  bis  Majeety't  BomabCsfthoHe 
aebje^ts  to  pM  down  tbeae  adcient  ban- 
rlers  of  our  conatiiuthyti,  the  Test  Ac«s, 
Which  upwards  of  ito  years  expeiwfkieh 
have  proved  and  fsMy  convincfed  %hte  p«> 
tiffoners  tre  the  best  uAd  ser«^  jguarda 
sM  Security  of  bolb  ctv4l  «nd  ^Kgioua  m 
b«¥ty,  and  firom  which  epoch  Hh^  tnajs 
wHh  great  propriety,  date  ^r  tMiioi»al 
Treedoto,  pr<M^pfetity,  "Mra  hi^^niMtej  aaal 
the  petitioners,  lnewef<6re,  THimmy  uOph 
and  rely  ^n  the  #isd6m  vt  ^pmiUmtm, 
that  those  great  piAars  lof  our  cMstfieaUon 
will  be  ptirmhted  to  standfrm  tftidteiMA 
teed  on  thf^r  preseM  baslis,  wMoot  «ltera- 
tionf,  to  Iweite  posterity,  and  tbsft  <the  pi%v 
serttdiinsoftlte  Rottan  ^}k^lics  Bvajr 
notbelfraAeed.^ 

Ordered  to  lie  iipon  tfaeMsle. 

Petition  from  the  Prisonbes  of  War 
iH  Faj^dk.]  Mr.  WMAirtdd  "said,  he  %eld 
in  his  band*  a  Pefthion  fiwtfi  *tne  '(i^tvtiai% 
thasters  >  and  tttufees  to  The  .nfertnkirt  dtfr* 
vice,  now  prisoners  of  war  in  FraiM^, 
wntch  though  ^lalM  im  we  1 5  A  c^  Oe* 

•j^uttA^^m    ^'^      ktt J  Ct^M^j^^uM  a-iljt  it^h    |A-^  J^M. 

vemvur^nv  ano  Tuocfvua  vui  ^bu  wvy  w* 
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lbr«yMl»Nhiy.  He  ibovM  BOt  WW  enter 
iM5  «lM  dteumioo,  wlietber  the  ciMitieiied 
captifity  of  those  unfortuBCte  «Mtt  wai 
owiogto  tlM  govenmienk  of  ilm  cownry 
er  t»  ttMB  enemy,  ImH  be  bepei  liiel  eevie 
would  be  ttkett  to  eUetmie  tbeir 


Lord  OkWUtiOgk  iMfdt  ibe  ben.  gentle- 
ftett  oodM  net  he  tnotriB  Mnieusebeii  hioH 
■elf lb  give  ellbct  to  the  prtyer  of  tbe  Pe« 
iRievt* 

The  Petition  wM  tlMn  brooghtnp  mi 

"  Tbift  Ibe  ondenigned  oemers  tneMim 
and  mates  of  BrUMi  mercbant  reiMlSi 
^liiotfers  cf  war  in  France,  bmibly  beg 
}tmt,  tti  bfibetfof  thenN«hrea  and  fMlow 
priieiiere  of  the  same  class,  torepveaem  to 
Ibe  Hoeee  #M  vebenj^  iltnatldn  to  which 
tbey  and  their  fMoHliei  are  rtdweed ;  and 
that  the  greater  part  ef  the  petilienct's 
biiee  been  deprifed  eC  their  liberty  for 
fffe  ^x  and  deven  years  mms  bare  been 
wen  eight  years  in  oaftirlty/  daring  all 
wMcb  time  they  hare  receir«d  no  moM 
fwm  the  i^iencb  goremmem  thsrn  twenty 
niMe  fMm  and  fifteen  eenftimbs  per  moniti 
eftK%>  and  that  they  hate  <«ecaeiieMliy 
(mrsidn^n  of  the  cheritdbtedotiiitionB  re* 
Dittted  from  home  for  the  relief  of  the  pn* 
eibefe^  l^enerat,  bat  to  ^conseiiuenee  of 
tfie  ||i%at  nnraber  of eeamen  sokMera  and 
eirtidrito  wbsm  theee  diMribnrions  haiw 
been  inecesslirily  extended,  the  total  eum 
teMri^  by  the  petiiioneri ''in  didfereni 
paymenfls  flraW  the  nrat  genern  dietnbn^ 
tion  in  Jaly  1808,  and  Inctilditfig  the  last 
fmymwm  on  the  S^  ef  November  ISl), 
nmenots  enty  te  M  fmnce,  eticc|)t  tn  cases 
ef  illness  br  ^rtteehnr  digress,  enlesB  tbey 
inelnde  these  masters  captered  inresMts 
nnder  00  tens  legister,  who  receite  lirom 
this  d»rftid>le  fund  a  regular  eltowaGnce  of 
eine  neHHCA  per  memh,  as  they  %i^  tievtfted 
by  Ibe  French  government  only  m  sea* 
M«i ;  eiiid  that  sereral  of  the  petitieners 
•ere  t>rii6ners4tnit  tear  in  France,  and  eo^ 
vending  to  an  eneient  cimtom  received  -t 
regular  gratuity,  said  to  be  queen  Acme's 
b^&nty,  Mt  even  this  betrnty  baa  been 
wjtbbeld  from  them,  excef»t  one  payMMt 
In  1904^;  mider  Ihese  p«inM  circinn- 
Mance^  <A«)r  hatte  beeu  lotyliged  %o  dtaw 
ftmr  cfalief  -^uMi^nce  'from  heme,  from 
Ibe  eiMn  nMerees  which  they  bad  tic*- 
qnivedtiTtbeir  former  Indnscry,  end  wMch 
tfley  bM  bcf^d  «I6  hsfre  *nMerr«d  f»r  ibe 
bnfq|>ort  of  ibetr  «dectining  yvars,  sMid  for 
emfclishingtbcftr  dhlMwii  insifch  bnmdies 
br^semfl(ei>ce«i«if|^t  %b  itfcMlltoilbMe'- 
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sehm  «ad  toMftry;  tmd  that  the  sitnalMSi 
of  the  greater  pert  of  the  petitioiiere» 
whose  researces  are  wsw  exhaosted,  is 
boconie  erely  deplorable,  end  many  have 
been  eedneed  to  the  uecessity  ef  entering 
isso  menial  serviee  for  their  present  seb^ 
sistence,  not  having  any  longer  snfieieiie 
means  of  otherwise  providing  themsehee 
with  Mgii^  clothing  firing  and  otber  oe«» 
eessaries  of  life ;  and  that  thebr  case  ia 
also  nnre  pecaliarl^  dietooragiaWrtRithey 
arenntottly  wHboot  the  oansohnion  en«> 
jnyed  by  the  prisoners  of  the  roynl  navy^ 
efreceivkiganadditienal  present  aeppeit 
ID  consideratten  of  their  lormer  aervicee, 
hot  are  obligedi  irdm  theiridiaiiBisbed  re- 
ssmwe,  te  send  occasional  assietaaoe  to 
their  «p^M«tlces  cnptnrbd  wHh  tbHn; 
and  tbat  having  dedicated  tbehr  Uvea  tn  m 
service  of  sndi  aofcnowtedgjed  importanee^ 
both  as  a  seorce  ef  tie  pnblic  revenaea 
and  as  a  norserv  for  the  royal  navv,  they 
bnmbly  faope  that  the  Hnnse  will  be  gra- 
cioashr  pleased  to  take  their  prssent  dis^ 
tress  into  consideration,  and  aflbrd  them 
sacb  reKef  for  tbemaelves  and  families  ae 
in  their  wisdem  nad  g^^sdmsi  the  Ueese 
ma)r  deem  eftpedieni^  antllibe  retnm  of 
peace  or  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  so  ar« 
dmniy  bnd  ee  anxiiMsly  desired^  abaM  re- 
lease ibem  tfbm  their  leng  and  oneanmiw 
pled  tle«entien,  and  enable  them  again  to 
prcfviAe  for  their  o#n  enpptnrt." 
OrdeVed  to  lie  npon  the  tablew 
Mr.  IfMdveed  gave  neti^e^  that  be 
sboeld,  on  the  4tb  of  liarcb,  bring  for* 
niird  a  distinct  ptiopbsiftiblk  M  the  subject 
of  peace. 

Local  Token  Bill.]  The  House  re- 
solred  into  a  Committee  on  the  Local 
Token  Bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  ^chequer  said, 
tbit  beibre  the  adjonmwent  be  ImrJ  given 
ttotite  of  a  Bin  fbr  the  pmpose  %f  atieiv* 
ing  the  Lecel  Tokens  alreivdy  issvsd  to 
remaiinin  cbrcolacien  ^  eomettene  hin|er> 
and  «t  Ibe  same  time  to  pnvent  tfny  Mi* 
thm  being  eaadb  to  the  (jusartitv  new  hi 
Cfroalation.  Meny  objections  bad  been 
made  «o  '•he  safpTension  t>f  this  species  ef 
eaivency ;  bet^  e^en  if  no  «banoe  existed 
of  the  place  of  it  being  adequately  sefM 
plied  1^  e/by  otb^  icitid,  it  treeM  be 
wrcng  te  continee  a  icofveflcy  ao  entii«iy^ 
tfit  «f  the  demtroai  ef  gevemmeHt,  ee 
mMb  idebttsed,  and  eonfli^d>  IhMn  the  li- 
mited wedlfef  the  isaoem,  te^ceitain  die-* 
iricts^  As,  faotifever,  %emt>orar)r  inemive^ 
bieefceud(pbt«itte  iMi«be«t:t  in  ^^pm* 
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ttony  thd  netiare  which  hci  thooM  baw 
propose  might  be  desirable.  The  .House 
was. Acquainted  with  the  improvemeDt  in 
the  state  of  the  exchange,  from  which 
there  was  a  prospect  of  an  infliix  of  boU 
lioD»  by  which  the  means  of  remedjing 
the  evils  arising  from  the  species  of  cur- 
rency mider  consideration,  might  be  in* 
creased.  The  time  which  he  intended  to 
propose  for, the  operation  of  his  Bill  was 
•ix  months,  but  the  Pfoper  occasion  for 
dtscvssing  the  periodr  would  be  in  the 
committee  on  the  Bill.  He  should  move 
that  the  chairman  do  report  to  the  House 
their  opinion,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Local  Token  Act. 

Mr.  WkiArtad  said,  that  six  months 
mtftht  possibly  be  objected  to,  as  at  the 
fflj  of  that  time  the  House  would  not  be 
sitting.  The  proper  time  for  discussing 
it,  however^  would  be  in  the  committee  on 
the  BilU 

The  (^tmceliar  of  the  Exchequer  i»d, 
that  he  was  unwilling  to  hold  out  any 
probability  of  a  long  term  being  granted, 
as  he  was  convinced  of  the  mischievous* 
liess  of  the  currency  in  question. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

DicLAaATioN  OP  WAa  WITH  thb  Unitbd 
States  of  Avbmca.]    Lord  Castlereagh 

Eresented>  by  command  of  his  royal 
ighness  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Papers 
rreiative  to  the  discussions  with  America 
the  subject  of  the  French  Decrees 
ad  the  Orders  in  Council  subsequent  to 
(the  20th  of  May  1812:  together  with  the 
following 

DECLARATION  of  his  Royal  Hich- 
HESS  THE  Prince  Regent  relative 
TO  THE  Causes  and  Origin  of  the 
Wah  with  America. 

The  earnest  endeavours  of  the  Prince 
Resent  to  preserve  the  relations  o£  peaoe 
and  amity  with  the  United  Stalies  of  Ame- 
rica  having  unfortunately  failed,  hk  Royal 
Highness,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  Majesty,  deems  it  proper 
publicly  to  declare  the  causes,  and  origin 
of  the  war,  in  which  the  government  of 
the  United  States' has  compelled  him  to 
encage. 

No  desire  of  conquest,  or  other  ordinary 
motive  of  aggressipn  has  been,  or  can  be 
with  any  colour  of  reason,  in  thi«  case  im* 
puted  to  Great  Britain :  4hat  her  commer* 
ciai  interests  were  on  the  side  of  peace,  if 
war  could  have  been  e^oided,  without  die 
sacrifice  of  her  maritime  rights,  or  without 
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an  injurious  sobmisMon  to  France,  is  a 
truth  which  the  American  government 
will  not  deny. 

His  Royal  Highness  does  not  however 
mean  to  rest  on  the  favourable  presump- 
tion, to  which  he  is  entitled.  He  is  pre- 
pared by  an  exposition  of  the  circum<- 
stances  which  have  led  to  the  present  war^ 
to  show  that  Great  Britain  lias  throughout 
acted  towards  the  United  Slates  of  Ame- 
rica, with  a  spirit  of  amity,  forbearance, 
and  conciliauoa ;  and  to  demonstrate  ^tkt 
inadmissible  nature  of  those  pretensions, 
which  have  at  length  unhappily  involved 
the  two  countries  in  war. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  world,  that  it 
has  been  the  inrariable  object^of  Uie  ruler 
of  France^  to  destroy  the  power  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  witisb  empire,  as  the 
chief  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of 
his  ambitious  designs. 

He  first  contemplated  the  possibility 
of  assembling  such  a  naval  force  in  the 
channel  as,  comlwied  with  a  numerous 
flotilla,  should  enable  him  to  disembark  in 
England  an  army  sufficient,  in  his  concep- 
tion, to  subjugate  this  country;  and 
through  the  conquest  of  Great  Britain 
he  hoped  to  realise  his  project  of  universaL 
enipire. 

By  the  adoption  of  an  enlarged  and  pro- 
vident system  of  internal  defence,  and  by 
the  valour  of  his  Majesty's  fleeu  and  ar- 
mies, this  design  was  entirely  frustrated  ; 
and  the  na^  force  of  France,  after  the 
most  signal  defeats,  was  compelled  to  re* 
tire  from  the  ocean. 

An  attempt  was  then  made  to  effectuate 
the  same  purpose  by  other  means :  a  sys* 
tern  was  Drought  forward,  by  which  the 
ruler  of  France  hoped  to  annihilate  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain,  to  shake  her 
public  credit,  and  to  destroy  her  revenue^ 
to  render  useless  her  maritime  superiority, 
and  so  to  avail  himself  of  his  continental 
ascendancy,  as  to  constitute  himself  in  m 
great  measure  the  arbiter  of  the  ocea^, 
notwithstanding  the  destruction  of  hie 
fleets. 

Withfthis  view,  by  the  Decree  of  Berlin* 
followed  by  that  of  Milan,  he  declared 
the  British  territories  to  be  in*  a  state  <^ 
blockade;  and  that  all  commerce,  or 
even  correspondence  with  Great  Britain 
was  prohibited.  He  decreed  that  every 
vessel  and  cargo,  which  had  entered,  or 
was  found  proceeding  to  a  British  port,  or 
which,  under  an]^  circuipstance^  had  been 
visited  by  a  Brititk  ship  of  war^  should  be 
lawful  prize:  he  daoliuMd  all  Britisli 
1  . 
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goods  mnd  produce,  wherever  foand,  tnd 
Eowerer  acquired,  whether  coming  from 
the  mother  country  or  from  her  colonies, 
subject,  to  confiscation  t  he  farther  de- 
clared to  be  denationalised,  the  flag  of 
all  neutral  ships  that  should  be  found 
offending  against  these  his  Decrees :  and 
he  gaye  to  this  project  of  oni?ersal  tyranny, 
the  name  of  the  Continental  System. 

For  these  attempts  to  ruin  the  com* 
merce  of  Great  Britain,  by  means  sob- 
Tersive  of  the  clearest  rights  of  neutral 
nations,  France  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
rest  her  justification  upon  the  previous 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  govemmenL 

Under  circumstances  of  unparalleled 
provocation,  his  Majesty  had  abstained 
from  any  measure,  which  the  ordinary 
rules  of  the  law  of  nationsdid  not  fully  war- 
rant. Never  was  the  maritime  superiority 
of  a  belligerent  over  his  enemy,  more 
complete  and  decided.  Never  was  the 
opposite  belligerent  so  formidably  dange- 
nms  in  his  power,  and  in  his  policy  to  the 
liberties  of  all  other  nations.  France  had 
already  trampled  so  openly  and  systema- 
tically on  the  most  sacred  rights  of  neutral 
powers,  as  might  well  have  justified  the 
placing  her  out  of  the  pale  of  civilized 
nations.  Yet  in  this  extreme  case.  Great 
Britain  had  so  used  her  naval  ascendancy, 
that  her  enemy  could  find  no  just  cause 
of  complaint :  and  in  order  to  give  to  these 
Jawless  Decrees  the  appearance  of  retalia- 
tion, the  ruler  of  France  was  obliged  to 
Advance  principles  of  maritime  law  un- 
sanctioned by  any  other  authority,  than 
bis  own  arbitrary  will. 

The  pretexts  for  these  Decrees  were, 
first,  that  Great  Briuin  had  exercised  the 
rights  of  war  against  private  persons,  their 
abipsand  goods;  as  if  the  only  object  of 
legitimate  hostility  on  the  ocean  were  the 
p&lic  property  of  a  state,  or  as  if  the 
edicts,  and  the  court  of  France  itself  had 
Hot  at  all  times  enforced  this  right  with 
peculiar  rigour-;  secondly,  that  the  British 
orders  of  blockade,  instead  of  being  con« 
fined  to  fortified'  towns,  had,  as  France  as- 
serted, been  unlawfiilly  extended  to  com- 
mercial towns  and  ports,  and  to  Che  mouths 
of  rivers  ;  and  thirdly,  that  they  hi^  been 
applied  to  places,  and  to  coasu,  which 
jDeither  were,  nor  could  be  actually 
blockaded.  -The  last  of  these  charges  is 
not  founded  on  fact,  whilst  the.  otherr, 
even  by  the  admission  of  the  American 
govemraeotf  are  utterly  eroondless  in 
point  of  law.  * 

Against  these  Decrees^  his  Majesty  pro^ 


I  tested  and  appealed  ;  he  called  upon  the 
United  States  to  assert  their  own  rights, 
and  to  vindicate  their  iadependeace,  thus 
menaced  and  attacked;  and  as  France 
had  declared,  that  she  would  confiscate 
every  vessel,  which  should  touch  in  Great 
Britain,  or  be  visited  by  British  ships  of 
wat,  his  Majesty*, baving  previously  issued 
the  Order  of  January  1807,  as  an  act  of 
mitigated  retaliation,  was  at  length  com- 
pelled, by  the  persevering  violence  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  continued  acquiescence  of 
neutral  powers,  to  revisit,  upon  France,  in 
a  more  effectual  manneir,  the  measure  of 
her  own  injustice;  by  declaring,  in  an 
Order  in  Council,  hearing  date  the  11th 
of  November  1807,  that  no  neutral  vessel 
should  proceed  to  France  or  to  any  of  the 
countries  firom  which,  in  obedience  lo  the 
dictates  of  France,  British  commerce  was 
excluded,  without  first  touching  'at  a 
port  in  Great  Britain,  or  her  depen- 
dencies. At  the  same  time  his  Majtstj 
intimated  his  readiness  to  repeal  the 
Orders  in  Council,  whenever  France 
should  rescind  h^  Decrees,  and  return  to 
the  accustomed  principles  of  nmritHna 
warfare;  and  at  a  subsequent  period,  as 
a  proof  of  his  Majesty's  sincere  desire  lo 
accommodate,  as  far  as  possible,  his  de- 
fensive measures  to  the  convenience  of 
neutral  powers,  the  operation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  was,  by  an  Order  issued 
in  April  1809,  limited  to  a  blockade  of 
France,  and  of  the  countries  subjected  to 
her  immediate  dominion. 

Systems  of  violence,  oppression,  and 
tyranny*  can  never  be  suppressed,  or 
even  checked,  if  the  power  asainst  which 
such  injustice  is  exercised,  be  debarred 
from  the  riffht  of  full  and  adequate  retalia- 
tion :  or,  if  the  measures  of  the  retaliating* 
power,  are  to  |>e  considered  as  matters  of 
just  ofience  to  neutral  nations,  whi4st  the 
measures  of  original  aggression  ^nd  vie- 
leqce  are  to  be  tolerated  with  indifierence* 
submission,  or  complacency* 

The  government  of  the  United  States 
did  not  fail  to  remonstrate  against  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  Great  Britain.  Al- 
though they  knew,  that  these  Orders 
would  be  revoked,  if  the  Decrees  of  France 
which  had  occasioned  them,  were  repeal- 
.  ed,  they^  resolved  at  the  same  moment  to 
^resist  the  conduct  of  both  belligerents,  in- 
stead of  requiring  France  in  the  first  in- 
stanoe  to  rescind  her  Decrees.  Applying 
most  unjustly  the  same  measure  of  resent- 1 
raeiit  to  the  aggressor,  and  to  Ae  party 
aggrieved,  they  adopted  measures  of  corn- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Sdfj    HOUSJ^  OF  COMMONS, 

9»QrfiM  reaUta^ce  affainsthoih— ^  system 
olf«9>^taac^<wbich»  Qoweyer  vari«din  vhf 
MDC^ivft  Acts  of  Eaibar§ri>  Nop-Inter- 

i  ^uns  or  N^a-Imporuti^Hy  was  eridsntly 
DOfsqaal  in: its  operatioD»  and  principally 
laveJIed  9gaiQ«t  tht  superior  ^onunerc^, 
aod  maritime  powar  of  Great  Britaio. 

"^  Th^  same  partiality  towards  France  was 
observable,  in  their  oegpciations,  as  ia 
their  pleasures  of  alleged  resistancew ' 

Applicatioa  was  inade  to  both  bellige- 
rents &MP  a  revocatioQ  of  tbeir  respective 
^edicts  ;  b|it  the  teroM  in  ^hicb  tbey  were 
maflew  weife  widely  diSerent 

Of  praooe  was  reauired  a  revpcation 
only  of  the  ^j^erlin  ana  Milan  decrees,  alt 
sbeeghmanv  other  edioi^grt^y  violatiifg 
the  Beotral  commeroe  of  the  United 
States*  had  beeq  pronnilffated  by  that 
fMweiv  No  security  was  iepk^nd^d,  that 
4ho  Berlin  and  Milan  I)ecrees>  e?ea  if  re^ 
sokedi»  should  not  ooder  some  other  form 
^re'eptablishedi:  and  a  dir^t  eagagpT 
oaient,was  oSie^red*  tha4  upon  such  revo<;a- 
iion*  the.Amerifaq  gpveiinment  woi^ld 
iaket  piar^.  in  tk^  Vf^  aaainsf  Great 
3ritainh:  i(>  Great  Svitain  $4  m>t  imr 
mediately  tesoi^.  be^r  Orders.K-Wberea« 
00  corcesponding  aagag^mept  was  of* 
fer^d  to  Great  Britaio^  of  whom  it  was 
reared*,  not  only  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  should  be  repealed,  but  that  no 
(atber^pf  a. similar  nalwre  should  be  issued^ 
apd  ikU  the  blo<ckade  of  ^|ay  1806, 
should  be  also  4kbfmdooed.  This  blockade 
established  and  enforced  ac^QFdiog  to  ac*, 
customed  practice^  had  not  been  objected 
10  by  the  United  States  at  the  ^me  it  was 
isattiad.  Jts  pro? iaions  w^re  ^  the  cop* 
UAvy  represented  by  th^  Amierican  mi* 
lister  resident  in  London  a^  the  tiinei,  to 
^e  bean  so  framed,  ^  t»  afior4  in  his 
judgment,  n  proof  of  the  friendly  disposi- 
tion of  the  jSriusb  eabiiieft  tpwarda  the 
United  Slates. 

,  f[^eat  Britain  was  thus  called  ppon  to 
abandon  one  of  h^r  mmt  ifnportan^  m^ 
mUmfi  righU;  by  acknowled^^  the 
ordei  of  bloclmd«  in  ^u^s^ii,  io  be  <me 
J9f  the  edicts^  ^whi<;h  violated  the  ^omm^^c^ 
^ih^UpUf^d  States,  although  it  haid  ne^e^* 
hMA  fo  considered  iat.he  previous  i>@g^ 
CiAtioM^s  ;T-ran.d  alUiongh  tiis  President  of 
4bd  United  SMas  h^d  req^Uy  conasnied 
t»  .ahfogat^  tht% Ijioptln^cmuiae.  Aetf  Q(i; 
tj^  soAe  condi^ioA  of  t^e  Qrd^i^.  in  Council 
being  reToked ;  thereby  distinctly  ad- 
mitting these  Orders  to  be  th^only  ^dict9> 
which  (U\  m^Hf^  the  cootempl^ion  of  the 
laiSt  nf»der  which  hf'ftirtv^ 
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A  propositioaso  bostiU  to  GfreatBri^ 
could  not  but  be  proportionahly  em:oti«» 
raging  to  the  pretensions  of  4he  enemy*, 
As  by  thus  alleging  that  the  blockade  of 
May  1806^  was  illegal  the  Amerifraf^  gp« 
▼eminent  virtually  justified,  so  far  as  a^ 
pi^nded  on  them*  the  French  Decrees. 

After  this  proposition  had  been  made^ 
the  French  minister  for  foreigpi  afiaiis,  if; 
pot  in  concert  with  that  |;overnn|eift»  at 
least  in  conformity  with  its  vievinsy  in  §, 
di^atch,  dated  the  ^th  of  August  1810^ 
and  addressed  to  the  American  mjpis^ 
resident  at  Paris,  stated  that  ^h^  |fec^ 
and  Milap  Decrees  were  revoked^  apd  thai, 
their  operation  would  cease  fcpm  the  |st 
day  of  November  fo|iowin|^  profid^  his. 
M^esty  would  revoke  his  Orders  in  Comif; 
cily  and  renonnce  the  neyv  principles  of, 
blockade  ^or  tha^tbe  United  $Mt(ps  woi^ 
cause  the^*  righti(  to  be. respected;,  m^aivr 
in^  thereby,  that  they  ^o^H  resist  thia  re^ 
dilatory  mfias^f:(^  o^  Great  Britain, 
.  Althoqgh  tb^  r^eal  of  tbe  Frei^ch  IX^ 
^rew  thii^  annoifnced  wf|s  ei^i^f ntly  com 
(iugent,  ei^ier  on  con^ceasip^^  t^  be  n|a4^ 
by  preat  Britaifi9;(coo£essions  to  wt^^ph  it 
was  9bf ioos  G^e#  Qrifain  coh14^  not  sub^ 
mit«)  or  on  measures  to 4^6  adop^d  by  tb^ 
Uu4|«d  States  pf  America  ;  t^e  Americaa 
President  at  on<pe  consi<kred  Ihif  i^epju) 
as  absolute.  Uaider  that  pretence  the 
Nun- Importation  Act  was  strictly  enfbrcedt 
ag^in&t  Grf  at  Britain,  whilst  ^he  ships  of 
war,  and  merchant  ships  of  t^e  ^emy* 
were  received  into  the  barboocs  of  ^xa^ 
rica.— The  America  government*  ^3Sqii)«« 
ing  the  repeal  of  the  French  Deci^^es  to  ps; 
aluohite*  and  efiect^al,  most  uii^stly  re- 
auired Great  Britain,  in  conformity  to  l^p 
declarations,  to  revoke  her  Qrders  m 
Council.  The  British  governmeni  ^ame4 
that  the  repeal,  which  was  anpounced  lf| 
the  ^tt|er  of  the  French  ipinister  £»)r  fo< 
reigip  aOairs,  w^  si^ch  as,  ought  to  satifj^ 
Great  Brit,aio ;  and  in  order  1,0  ascert^m 
^e  tnie  cbai-a^ter  of  the  measuce  adopted 
by  France«the  gpvernmentof  ^he  VniU^ 
^tes  wa4  called  unon  $p  p^wh^Qe  the  ij^ 
siruipe^^  by  whi^h  the  alUig^  repeal  ot 
the  French  Demrees  had  h^^  e^ct^d«  l( . 
jkhese  Decrem  w<»re  really  r/sf  oked,  ffuoii 
an  in»trume^  m9s|  e^i^^  ai)d  no  ^(Uisfac^ 
V)ry  reason  coidd  hve  given  fpr  f9iit4f^)4r 
ipgit-  .  ., 

At  length,  on  the  21  St  of  May  IS/jfe 
a^d  QMi  be6>re»  the  AmeriCjB%  jpinif  t^  p| 
(«on4an  did.produ^e  ^  c<ii|^y4or  ^  la^ 
what  purported  to  be  a  copy  jof  mDb'.W 
ipstruqieAt,     .      .         :.„v  . 
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It  professed  to  boar  date  the  28th  of 
April  1811,  long  subsequent  to  the  dis- 
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patch  of  the  French -minister  of  foreign 
affiiirs  of  the  5th  of  August  1810,  or  even 
the  day  named  therein,  vix.  the  1st  No* 
yember  following,  when  the  operation  of 
the  French  Decrees  was  to  cease.    This 
instrument  expressly  declared  that  these 
French.  Decrees  were  repealed  in  conse- 
<lQence  of  the  American  legislature  hav- 
ing, by  their  Act  of  the   1st  of  March 
1811,  provided,  that  British  ships  and 
BUerchsindixe  should  be  excluded  from  the 
ports  and  harbours  of  the  United  States. 
By  this  instrument,  the  only  document 
produced  by  America  as  a  repeal  of  the 
French  Decrees,  it  appears  beyond  a  pos- 
sibilitv  of  doubt  or  cavil,  that  the  alleged 
repeal  of  the  French  Decrees  was  condi- 
tional, as  Great Briuin  had  asserted;  and 
not  absolute  or  final,  as  had  been  main- 
tained by  America;    that  they  were  not 
repealed  at  the  time  they  were  stated  to  be 
repealed  by  the  American  government; 
that  they  were  not  repealed  in  conformity 
with  a  proposition,  simultaneously  made 
u$  both  belligerents,  but  in  consequence  of 
a  previous  act  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri* 
can  government,  in  favour  of  one  bellige- 
rent, to  the  prejudice  of  the  other :    that 
the  American  government  having  adopted 
measures  restrictive  upon  the  commerce 
of  both  belligerents,  in  consequence  of 
edicts   issued   by    both,    rescinded  these 
measures,  as    they  affected    that  power, 
which  was  the  aggressor,  whilst  they  put 
them  in  full  operation  against  the  party 
Aggrieved ;   although  the  edicts  of  both 
powers  continued  in  force ;    and  lastly, 
that  they  excluded  the  ships  of  war,  be-» 
longing  to  one  belligerent,  whilst  they  ad* 
mtUed  into  their  ports  and  harbours  the 
ships  of  war. belonging  to  the  other,  in 
violation  of  one  of  the  plainest,  and  most 
essential  duties  of  a  neutral  nation. 

Although  the  instrument  thus  produced 
was  by  no  means  that  general  and  ^  un- 
qualified revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
jkilan  Decrees,  which  Great  Britain  had 
continually  demanded,  and  had  a  full 
right  to  claim  ;  and  although  this  instru- 
•ment,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  its 
appearance  at  that  moment,  for  the  first 
time,  was  o|Sen  to  the  strongest  suspicions 
of  its  authenticity ;  yet  as  the  minister  of 
the  United  States  produced  it,  as  purport- 
ing to  be  a  copy  of  the  instrument  of  re- 
vocation, the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
deslrons  of  reverting,  if  possible,  to  the 
ancient  and  accustomed  principles  of  jna- 
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ntime  war,  determined  upon  revoking 
conditionally  the  Orders  in  CounciL  Ac* 
cordingly  in  the  month  of  June  last,  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  was 
pleased  to  declare  in  council,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  should  be  revoked,  as 
far  as  respected  the  ships  and  property  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  Istof  Augiist 
following.  This  revocation  was  to  con- 
tinue in  force  provided  the  government  oC 
the  United  States  should,  within  a  time  to 
be  limited,  repeal  their  restrictive  laws 
against  British  commerce.  His  Majesty'a 
minister  in  America  was  expressly  ordered 
to-declare  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  that  ''  this  measure  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Prince  Regent  in  the 
earnest  wish  and  hope,  either  that  the  go- 
vernment of  France,  by  further  relaxation 
of  its  system,  might  render  perseverance 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  in  retaliatory 
measures  unnecessary,  or  if  this  hope 
should  prove  delusive,  that  his  Mfl^ty'a 
government  might  be  enabled,  in  the  ah* 
sence  of  all  irritating  and  restrictive  regu- 
lations on  either  side,  to  enter  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  into  amica- 
ble explanations,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether,  if  the  necessity  .pC  reta- 
liatory measures  should  unfortunately 
continue  to  operate,  the  particular  measures 
to  be  acted  upon  by  Great  Britain,  could 
be  rendered  more  acceptable  to  the  Ame- 
rican government,  tt^an  those  hitherto  pur- 
sued." f 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  contingency 
of  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  previous  to  the  arrival  in . 
America  of  the  said  Order  of  Bevocatioou 
instructions  we.re  sent  to  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  accredited  ti>  the 
United  States  (the  execution  of  whioh  in- 
structions, in  consequence 'Of  the  disconti^ 
nuance  of  Mr.  Foster's  functions^  were  at 
a  subsequent  period  entrusted  to  admiral 
•sir  John  Borlase  Warren),  directing  him 
to  propose  a  cassation  of  hostilities  should 
they  have  commenced;  and  fiarther  to 
offer  a  simultaneous  repeal  of  the  Orderi 
in  Council  on  the  one  side,  and  of  the  re- 
strictive laws  on  British  ships  and  com- 
merce on  the  other. 

.  ^  They  were  aUo  respectively  empowered . 
to  acquaint  Uie  American  government,  in 
reply  to  any  inquiries  with  respect  to  th^ 
blockade  of  May  )a06»  whilst  the  British 
governojiient  must  continue  to  maintain  iu 
legality,  "  that  in  point  of /act  this  par- 
ticular blockade  had  beta  discontinued 
(2B) 
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iir  m  length  •£  time^  htting  been  tnerge^ 
hi  Hie  general  reulifttory  l^ockade  of  the 
^my'e  poru  onder  the  Orders  in  Couh- 
eil,  and  tbat  his  Majesty's  government 
bad  no  intention  of  recurring  to  this,  or  to 
inj  other  of  the  blockades  of  the  enemj's 
ports,  founded  upon  the  ordinary  and  ac- 
^stdoied  principles  of  maritime  law, 
#liloh  were  in  force  preTioos  to,  the  Or- 
ders in  Coaocil,  without  a  new  notice  to 
ht^tthl  powers  la  the  asual  form/' 

The  American  gotemment,  before  they 
.received  intimation  of  the  course  adopted 
^y  the  Britirfi  government,  htd  in  foct 

fit>eeeded  to  the  extreme  measnre  of  de- 
Urt-ing  wwr,  and  issoing  «*  Letters  of 
Mtnjue,*'  na^tWfilntanding  they  were  pre- 
tiouslv  in  possessloii  of  th«  Report  of  the 
PiUnch  Aliniit«r  for  foreign  afiairt,  of  the 
t^hofMardi,  1 812|  promulgating  anew 
Hi^  Betlia  and  MiUn  Decrees,  as  faoda- 
ftent*!  hrws  of  the  t^rencii  empite,  nnder 
Ae  ftklse  and  exttraragmrt  pretext,  that  the 
Inonslrooa  principles  therein  contained 
were  te  he  foand  in  the  tresity  of  Utrecht, 
Ml  i^ere  tlierefoie  hindtng  upon  all  states. 
AM>m  <4)e  pemMes  of  this  code  eo  netion 
was  to  he  eimep^,  whicb  did  not  accept 
it,  not  euly  tMtbemle  df  its  own  conduct, 
boths  ti  taw,  the  observance  of  which,  it 
iMtt  idso  relied  to  enftrte  epon  Gieat 
Milafii* 

In  a  Manifosto,  tecMnpanytng  thelf 
dedertition  of  kostilitfies,  in  additkm  to 
tb^  former  eomplainis  against  the  Orders 
in  Coancil,  a  long  list  of  grievances  was 
Voeght  forward;  some  trivial  (nthem- 
Mves,  Mhers  which  bad  been  mutually 
•  mdjoifted,  but  none  of  them  aoch,  as  were 
^h/tr  btf^tk  Wa^  1>y  Ihe  Aniei4<fan  go- 
iremodefft  to  be  grounds  for  war. 

A^  if  to  ilirorw  additional  ebstcicles  in 
the  '^ray  of  {>e«ce,  the  AmericenCoMress 
'at  1^  same  time  ptiMOd  aHrw,  prohibftmg 
%ll  incereotimeert^  Greal  Brkain,  of  such 
'ft  tenor,  «s  depHyed  the  execaAive  govern^ 
Vneni,  according  to  the  Presidemt's  own 
teniAliiittion  of  (ibait  Aet,  of  all  power  of 
4>esliMrtnjgp  tbe  relsftioes  of  iriendly  Inter* 
leoarte  betweoe  iIm  two  Mates,  so  ikr  at 
IMii  as  eoecenn^  their  ootDtterdiil  iotur- 
eonrse,  entil  Congress  should  le^ssMeiable. 
y^  The  President  of  the  Ooriied  States  has, 
4tlstr«e>ailst9epiiopoaed  ^lO^Grtfat  Britain 
'ta  ermisiicfe ;  not»  bowevev,  en  the  ad- 
iMiission,  Hittt  ^e  ca^se  ef  w$«*ihithefto  re- 
tied  en 'was  retilo^ed  ;  iMit  on  eondHion,; 
that  OrcHt  Britain,  ^fts^a  pMliWiwiryiMep; 
-^uld  do  eway  a  ornue  of  wur,  ndw 
'%ieoght  forwerd  es^h  ^the  €mt  tine ;, 
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Damely,  that  she  should  abwdea  the 
exercise  of  her  nndonbted  right  of  aeareb» 
to  take  from  American  merchant  vessels 
British  seamen,  the  natnral-bora  sofagectt 
of  his  Majesty ;  and  this  concession  waa 
required  upon  a  mere  assurance  that  laira 
would  be  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  the 
United  States,  to  prevent  such  seamen 
from  entering  into  their  service;  butni'*' 
dependent  of  the  objection  to  an  ezcloatve' 
reliance  on  a  foreign  state,  for  the  censor* 
Vation  of  so  vital  an  interest,  no  explana* 
tien  was,  or  coald  beafibrded  by  the  agent 
who  was  charged  with  this  overture,  either 
as  te  the  main  pnnciples,  upon  wbichsnch 
laws  were  to  be  founded,  or  as  to  the  pnw 
visions  nlhich  it  was  proposed  they  shoofcl 
contain. 

This  ^nepositton  having  been  objectecl 
to^  a  second  proposal  was  made,  again  of- 
foring  an  armistice,  provided  the  Britiib 
government  would  secretly  sttpulatte  to  re- 
nounce the  exercise  of  this  right  in  n 
treaty  of  peace.  An  immediate  end  for- 
mal  albandonnient  ef  its  exoroiae,  aa  pf»« 
liminary  to  a  cessation  of  hestiHtiesi  wna 
net  demanded ;  bot  his  royal  bighnesa  the 
Prince  Regent  was  rei|aired,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majeatj,  eecretfy 
to  sibandon,  what  the  former  overture  bad 
propoeed  to  him  publeoly  to  oancede. 

This  most  onffesive  pvoposii^n  wns  else 
rejected,  being  acoampamed,  aathe  fonmer 
had  been,  by  other  demands  of  the  anaat 
enceptionable  natete,  and  especially  of 
indemnity  for  all  American  venek  da^ 
tained  and  condemned  nnder  the  Ovdete 
hi  Cooncit,  er  under  what  were  leiinmd  W 
legal  blockades— 41  compKanoewith  whiefei 
dMsnds,  exelotive  of  ail  otbcr  ofajeetiena^ 
weetd  have  amonnted  to  an  absolate  aw 
render  of  tbe  rigbts,on  which  those  OMeva 
and  blockades  were  founded. 

Had  the  American  government  been 
sincere  in  representing  tbe  Ordeie  in 
Council,  as  <he  only  subject  of  diflhrence 
between  Oieat  Briuin  and  the  Uuimd 
States,  ealcukted  to  lead  to  bostilfties;  it 
might  have  been  expected,  so  eoen  ee  the 
revocntibnof  timse  Orders  bad  been  effi»> 
olaMy  mede  known  to  them,  that  ther 
woaM  Inrve  epomsMoeesty  recalled  tiseer 
«*  LeHsrs  ef  Mar^,*^  end  manilmail  n 
•disposition  imsntdinsely  eoneaiore  tbe  ra»- 
latiens  ef  peace  end  amity  betwyn  tlm 
two  pewefs» 

Bet  the  eondectef  the  ffovemnieM  of 
the  Gkiited^Slsitea  by  no  means  eorrav- 
ponded  wttbencb  veaeanaMeiexfeotatiesin. 

The  Otd«rui*CoeneU^«W»diof  Owe. 
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iMing  oftcMly  CManimiicdtecl  in  Am^nc^ 
the  goveriunem  of  the  United  States  taw 
Aoth*ng  io  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
•Coaocil,  whicli  should  of  ttaelf  restore 

rice,  unless  Greait  Britain  were  prepared, 
the  first  instance,  snbetantialW  to  relin-« 
^ttieh  the  right  of  impressinglher  ewSl 
.  eea«iea>  when  found  on  board  American 
oerchant  sfaipe. 

The  piopoM  of  an'  armistice,  and  «f  a 
eimultaneoae  repeal  of  the  restrictive  mea* 
eorea  on  both  sides,  suhse^ently  made  by 
the  commanding  oCoer  of  his  Majesty^s 
«aTai  forcde  on  the  American  coast*  were 
«Meiv«d  in  the  same  hostile  spirit  by  the 
^pyrernment  of  the  United  States.  The 
nnspension  ol  the  practice  of  impresBmeot 
was  insisted  upon,  in  the  correspondence 
vWch  paesod  on  that  occasion,  as  a  noces- 
eary  p^liminary  to  a  cessation  ef  hostiH- 
iies:  negociation,  it  was  stated,  might 
take  place  without  any-suspension  of  ^e 
■exercise  of  this  right,  and  also  witboat  any 
armistice  being  conclddod;  but  Great 
Britain  was  required  pre?iont1y  to  agree, 
without  any  Jcnowledge  of  the  adequacv 
ef  Che  system  which  toM  be  sohstiioted, 
to  negocieie  upon  the  basis  of  accepting 
*he  legislati?e  regulations  of  a  foreign 
etate,  sm  the  sole  equivalent  for  the  exer- 
cise of  a  right  which  she  has  felt  to  be 
tfasential  to  the  soppoit  of  her  maritime 
fK>wen 

If  Ammca,  by  demanding  this  prelimi* 
■nry  concession,  inlands  to  den^r  ihe  va- 
lidity of  that  right,  in  that  denial  Great 
Briiftin  cannot  ac^icsce;  nor  will  she 
give  cooatenance  to  snch  a  prelensioo,  by 
accedtAg  to  its  suspension,  much  \eH  to  Its 
abasMkMunent,  as  a  basis  on  which  to  treat 
U  the  Amerieaji  government  has  devised, 
4Dr  conceives  it  can  devise,  regnlations, 
which  may  safely  be  accepted  by  Great 
Bfitaio,  as  a  substiiute  for  tne  exefcise  of 
Abe  ri^t  in  qeesttoo,  it  19  for  them  to 
bring  frvrward  aach  a  plan  for  considera- 
ilion.  The  firiiish  ffoVefament  has  nev^r 
eHeoapled  to  exclude  ibis  question .  from 
iwnuiigsi  those,  on  which  the  Iwo  states 
iMght  hme  to  negaciate  :  it  has,  on  the 
4)0«trary,  msifornily  peofessed  its  readiness 
i»  swceWe  aad  discuss  any  proposition  on 
thiB  snbject,  coming  from  the  American  j 
gee^arnmcsit :  it  has  never  asserted  any 
e«c4nsi»e  right,  as  to  the  impreasment  of 
Sriiish  aeamen  from  American  vessels^, 
evhsdi  ii  was  not  prepared  to  achnow- 
Mfpis,  as  appertaming  equally  to  Ae  go- 
warnmsni  of  tike  Ujnited  Sta4ei^  with  re- 
i|»etido  AriMiicaii  fcaflMB  ffvhen  iS^uqd  ^»  1 
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board  British  merchant  shipf:«*-but  it  can- 
not, by  acceding  tp  such  a  basis  ip  the 
first  instance,  eitm^r  assume,  or  admit  theft 
to  be  practicable,  which,  when  ettempted 
on  former  occasions,  has  always  been 
found  to  be  attended  with  great  difficul* 
ties;  such  difficulties,  as  the  British  Com- 
missioners in  180^  expreeily  declared^ 
after  an  atteattfo  consideration  of  the  sug- 
gestions bsought  forward  by  the  Commia- 
sioners  on  the  part  of  Americi^  they  were 
unable  to  surmount. 

Whilst  this  proposition,  transmitted 
through  the  British  admiral,  was  pending 
in  America,  another  communicetioo  oa 
the  subject  of  an  armistice  wasuaefficiaUy 
made  to  the  British  government  in  thjs 
country.  The  agent,  f^om  whom  this 
proposition  was  received,  acknowledged 
that  he  did  not  consider,  that  he  had  angr 
authority  himself,  to  sign  an  agreement 
on  the  part  of  his  government.  It  was 
obvious  that  any  stipulations  entered  into, 
in  consequence  of  this  overture,  would 
have  been  binding  on  the  British  govem*- 
meot,  whilit  the  government  of  the  United 
States  would  have  been  irt^  to  refuse  er 
accept  them,  according  to  the  circouH 
stances  of  the  moment:  tbi^  proposition 
was  therefore  necessarily  declined. 

After  this  expositioo  of  the  chrcem- 
stfltfKes  which  preceded,  and  which  have 
followed  the  declaration  of  war  by  the 
United  States,  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  K^tjffiiA,  acting  in  the  name  aad  on 
the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  feels  himself 
called  npoa  to  declare  the  leading  prin* 
cipiles,  by  whkb  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  has  been  regulated  in  the  tri^as- 
actions  connected  with  the^  disceaaiens. 

Bis  Royal  Higboew  can  nevcf  aohnow- 
iedge  any  blockade  whatsoever  to  be  ilk* 
gal,  which  has  been  duly  noti&ed,  and  is 
supporiod  by  an  adequate  force,  merely 
u|>on  the  gn>und  of  its  extent,  or  beea—e 
the  ports  or  coasts  blockaded,  are  net  el 
ihe  same  time  invested  by  land. 

His  Boyal  Highness  can  never  admit, 
that  Aeuual  trade  with  Great  Britmn  ean 
he  constituted  a  pnWic  crime,  the  com- 
mimion  of  which  can  expose  the  shipa  of 
any  power  whatei^er  to  he  denationaliaed. 

His  Beyal  Highness  can  never  admit 
that  Great  Britain  caia  be  debarped  of  iu 
right  of  just  and  necessary  retc^iatien, 
through  the  fear  of  eveatnaUy  affacting 
the  interest  of  a  neutral. 

His  Itoyal  Highness  can  never  adavt^ 
that  in  ihe  exercise  pf  the  widoiibted  and- 
hithectp  imdiiput«di  ijgfeit  irf  eaarahieg 
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neotral  merchant  vessels  in  time  of  war,  \ 
the  impressment  of  British  seamen,  when 
found  therein,  can  be  deemed  any  violation 
of  a  neatral  flag.  Neither  can  he  admit, 
that  the  taking  sach  seamen  from  on  board 
aoch  vessels,  can  be  considered  by  any 
peuiral  state  as  a  hostile  measure,  or  a 
justifiable  cause  of  war. 

There  is  no  right  more  clearly  estab- 
lished, than  the  right  which  a  sovereign 
has  to  the  allegiance  of  his  subjects,  more 
especially  in  time  of  war.  Their  alle- 
giance is  no  optional  duty,  which  they 
can  decline,  and  resume  at  pleasure,  ll 
18  a  call  which  they  are  bound  to  obey  : 
it  began  with  their  birth,  and  can  only 
terminate  with  their  existence. 

If  a  similarity  of  language  and  manners 
m^y  make  the  exercise  of  this  right  more 
liable  to  partial  mistakes,  and  occasional 
abuse,  when  practised  towards  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  the  same  circumstfinces 
make  it  also  a  right,  with  the  exercise  of 
which,  in  regard  to  such  vessels,  it  is  more 
,  difficult  to  dispense. 

But,  if  to  the  practice  of  the  United 
States,  to  harbour  British  seamen,  be 
added  their  assumed  right,  to  transfer 
'  the  allegiance  of  British  subjects,  and 
thus  to  cancel  the  jurisdiction  of  their  le- 
gitimate sovereign,  by  acts  of  naturaliza- 
tion and  certificates  of  citizenship,  which 
they  pretend  to  be  as  valid  out  of  their 
own  territory,  as  within  it,  it  is  obvious 
that  to  abandon  this  ancient  right  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  admit  these  novel  preten- 
sions of  the  United  States,  would  be  to  ex- 
'  pose  to  danger  the  very  foundation  of  our 
maritime  strength. 

Without  entering  minutely  into  the 
'Other  topics,  which  have  been  brought 
'  Ibrward  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  it  may  b^  proper  to  remark,  that 
whatever  the  declaration  of  the  United 
States  may  have  asserted.  Great  Briuin 
never  did  demand,  that  they  should  force 
British  manufactures  into  France;  and 
she  formally  declared  her  willingness  en- 
tirely to  foregOi  or  modify,  in  concert 
with  the  United  Sutes,  the  system,  by 
which  a  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
^nemy  had  been  allowed  und^r  the  pro- 
tection of  licences :  provided  the  United 
•  States  would  act  towards  her,  and  towards 
Francoy  with  real  impartiality. 

The  government  of  America,  if  the 
difference  between  states  are  not  inter- 
minable, has  as  little  right  to  notice  the 
affair  of  the  Chesapeake.  The  aggres- 
alOBf  m  tlUs  iflstaiiee,  on  the  pan  of  a 


British  officer,  was  acknowledged,  Ua 
conduct  was  disapproved,  and  a  reparation 
was  regularly  tenaered  by  Mr.  Foster  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty,  and  accepted  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  less  unwarranted  in  its  allusion 
to  the  mission  of  Mr.  Henry ;  a  missioA 
undertaken  without  the  authority,  or  even 
knowledge  of  his  Majesty's  government, 
and  which  Mr.  Foster  was  authorised 
formally  and  officially  to  disavow. 

The  charge  of  exciting  the  Indians  to 
offensive  measures  against  the  United 
States,  is  equally  void  of  foundation.  Bo- 
fore  the  war  began,  a  policy  the  most  op- 
posite had  been  uniformly  pursued,  and 
proof  of  this  was  tendered  by  Mr.  Foster 
to  the  American  government. 

Such  are  the  causes  of  war  which  have 
been  put  forward  by  tha  government  of 
the  United  States.  But  the  real  origin  of 
the  present  contest  will  be  found  in  that 
spirit,  which  has  loog  unhappily  actuated 
the  councils  of  the  United  States^  their 
marked  partiality  in  palliating  and  agist- 
ing the  aggressive  tyranny  of  France; 
their  systematic  endeavours  to  inflame 
their  people  against  the  defensive  mea- 
sures of  Great  Britain ;  their  ungenerous 
conduct  towards  Spain,  the  intimate  ally 
of  Great  Britain ;  and  their  unworthy  de- 
sertion of  the  cause  of  other  neutral  na- 
tions. It  is  through  the  prevalence  of 
such  councils,  that  America  has  been  as- 
sociated in  policy  with  France,  and  com- 
mitted in  war  asainst  Great  Britain.    " 

And  under  what  conduct  on  the  part  of 
France  has  the  government  of  the  United 
States  thus  lent  itself  to  the  enemy  ?  The 
contemptuous  violation  of  the  commercial 
treaty  of  the  year  1 800,  between  France 
and  the  United  States;  the  treacherous 
seizure  of  all  American  vessels  and  car- 
goes in  every  harbour  subject  t6  the  con- 
troul  of  the  French  arms ;  the  tyrannical 
principles  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  > 
and  the  confiscations  under  them;  the 
subsequent  condemnations  under  the  Ram- 
bouillet  Decree,  antedated  or  concealed  to 
render  it  the  more  efiectoal :  the  French 
commercial  regulations  which  render  the 
traffic  of  the  United  States  with  France 
almost  illusory;  the  burning  of  their 
merchant  ships  at  sea,  long  after  the  al- 
leged repeal  of  the  French  Deoreea— fll 
these  acts  of  violence  on  the' part  ^of 
France  produce  from  the  govemaient't>f 
the  United  States,  only  such  complainta 
as  end  in  acquiescence  and  submission^  or 
are   accompanied    by    toggestiona    far 
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cnAbliog  France  to  gtre  the  etoblMioe  of 
e  legal  form  to  ker  osurpationsy  by  con- 
verting them  into  nonicipal  regnlaiioot. 

This  dispofitton  of  the  government  of 
the  United  Statetp— this  complete  sobter- 
viency  to  the  ruler  of  France — this  hostile 
temper  towards  Great  Britain — are  evi* 
dent  in  almost  every  page  of  the  official 
correspondence  of  the  American  with  the 
French  government. 

Against  this  course  of  conduct,  the  real 
cmuse  of  the  present  war,  the  Prince  Re- 
^nt  solemnly  protests.  Whilst  contend* 
ing  against  France*  in  defence  not  only  of 
the  liberties  of  Great  Britain,  but  of  the 
world,  his  Royal  Highness  was  entitled  to 
look  for  a  far  diflferentresnit,  Fi:om  their 
common  origin—from  their  common  inte- 
?est— from  their  professed  principles  of 
freedom  and  independence,  the  United 
States  were  the  last  power  in  which  Great 
Britain  could  have  expected  to  find  a 
willing  instrument,  and  abettor  of  French 
tyranny. 

Disappointed  in  this  his  just  expectation, 
the  Prince  Regent  wili  still  pursue  the 
-policy,  which  the  British  government  has 
•so  long,  and  invariably  maintained,  in 
•repelling  injustice,  and  in  supporting  the 
general  rights  of  nations ;  and,  under  the 
favour  of  Providence,  relying*on  the  jus- 
tice of  his  cause,  and  the  tried  loyalty  and 
firmness  of  the  British  nati6n,  his  Royal 
•Highness  confidently  looks  forward  to  a 
•  successful  issue  to  the  contest,  in  which 
he  has  thus  been  compelled  most  re- 
luctantly to  engage. 

We$mvmtr,Jai^  9,  1813. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

friday,  February  5. 

Petitions  against  the  Catholic  Claims 
were  presented  by  marquis  Camden  from 
the  corporation  of  Bath ;  the  duke  of  Rut% 
land  fri^m  the  corporation  of  Wen  lock; 
the  earl  of  H^rewood  from  Huddersfield  ; 
and  the  earl  of  Liverpool  from  Beverley. 

East  Lioia  Company's  CHAiTxa.]  Two 
Petitions  against  the  East  India  monopoly 
were  presented  by  lord  Grenville  from  the 
corporation  of  Bristol  and  the  merchants 
and  other  inhabitanta  of  that  city. 

Marquis  Wclkii^  wished  to  know 
aboot  what  time  it  was  Jikely  tb^  East  In- 
dia question  would  be  brought  under  dis- 

-  cnssion.    He  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  extracting  from  ministers  any  infer* 

•  matitta  on  the  topics  connected  with  that 


question,  but  it  would  be  desirable  to 
know  from  his  noble  friend  at  the  head  of 
the  Board  of  Controul,  in  what  shape  it 
was  intended  to  bring  it  forward. 

The  Earl  of  BvckiMghamlnre  stated,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  him  at  the  present 
moment  to  give  a  definitive  answer  to  his 
noble  friend's  question,  as  be  happened  to 
know  from  unquestionable  authority,  that 
the  East  India  Company  had  not  yet  de« 
termined  whether  or  not  they  would  pe> 
tition  parliament  for  a  renewal  of  their 
charter.  Until,  therefore,  they  had  come 
to  some  decision  on  that  point,  it  was  im- 
possible for  government  to  determine  in 
what  shape  the  question  should  be  brought 
before  parliament.  It  was,  however,  of 
great  importance  that  the  subject  should 
be  commenced  early  in  the  session. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  Ftbruaty  5. 

PbTITIONS  AGAINST   THE  ClAIMS  OP  TBI 

Roman  Catholics— from  the  Dban  an0 
Chaptbe  OF  Exeter — the  Fkebrqlders 
OF  Oxford  — FROM  Sudburt  —  Great 
Toeeington—Wenlock— and  Bath.]  A 
Petition  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Exeter,  and  of  the 
archdeacons  and  clergy^  of  the  diocese  of 
Exeter,  was  presented  and  read ;  setting 
forth, 

'*  That  whilst  the  petitioners  place  the 
firmest  r^luQce  on  the  wisdom  of  parlia» 
ment,  the  lawful  guardian  of  the  conititu* 
tion  of  their  country,  they  fe«l  it  their  duty, 
as  ministers  of  the  Protestant  Established 
Church,  humbly  to  offer  their  sentiments 
upon  tbe  recent  claims  of  the  Roman Catho* 
lies  to  a  ful  1  ad  mission  to  the  h  ighest  offices  of 
trust  in  the  state,  and  to  the  power  of  legis- 
lation for  these  Protestant  kingdoms ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  the  zealous  friends 
of  every  toleration  in  religion,  which  is 
not  inconsistent  with  the  maintenance  of 
one  national  Church,  in  full  vigour  and  se« 
curity ;  that  in  the  provisions  adopted  by 
parliament,  at  the  period  of  the  accession 
of  king  William  in  1688,  the  maintenance 
of  the  Protestant  Church  is  secured  by- 
law, as  an  essential  part  of  the  constitution  ; 
and  it  appears  to  the  petitioners  to  be  at* 
tended  with  the  greatest  danger  to  remove 
those  safeguards  which  our  ancestors  thus 
wisely  provided,  and  which  the  experience 
of  more  than  a  century  has  confirmed ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  have  seen  with  sa- 
tisfiiction  the  concessions  granted  by  the 
Isgialatare  to  tbe  Roman  Catholics  jdhiring 
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his  present  Majetiy't  reign,  accooipimed 
Aft  they  are  witli  necessary  rettrtctiom  »d 
securities  fbrthe  safety  of  the  established 
Church,  but  they  look  with  the  deepeai 
anxiety  to  the  claiAt  now  nnde  for  the 
abrogation  of  all  restrictions  by  persons 
who  acknowledge  the  spiritual  sapertoricy 
of  the  Pope  in  these  realms,  and  who  hold 
tenets  in  many  respects  as  inimical  t»  the 
principles  of  the  English  constitution  in  mat- 
tersof  state  as  they  are  subrersiTe  of  all  reli- 
gious toleration,  and  utterly  incon^atent 
irith  the  doctrines  of  the  established 
Church ;  and  praying  the  House  to  adopt 
auch  measures  as  will  best  maintain  the  Fro> 
testant  ascendancy  in  Church  and  Sute, 
and  give  subility  and  permanence  to^he 
civil  and  ecdesiMtical  constitution  of  the 
country.** 


A  Petilioii  of  the  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Oxford  was  also  presented  and 
read;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  have  observed, 
trHh  the  deepest  concern,  the  repeated 
attempU  that  have  been  made  to  break 
down,  repeat  and  destroy,  all  those  secu- 
Titles  of  our  civil  and  religious  establish- 
ments which  ive  owe  to  the  wisdom  and 
firmness  of  some  of  the  best  of  our  ances- 
tors, securities  not  demanded  by  any  oc- 
casional or  temporary  causes  only,  t>ot 
founded  in  principles  as  immutable  as 
they  are  wise ;  and  that  ttie  petitioners 
cannot  conceive  a  situation  of  things  more 
repugnant  to  the  principles  of  sound 
policy,  than  that  Roman  Catholics  should 
possess  the  power  of  framing  the  laws  and 
<rf  administering  the  highest  offices  in  the 
government  of  a  Protestant  establishment 
in  Church  and  State,  to  the  very  character 
and  principles  of  which  their  tenets  are 
decidedly  hostile,  nor  can  they  conceire 
It  to  be  any  hardship  Chat  Roman  Catho- 
lics»  who  exdude  aH  persons  except  those 
df  their  own  communion,  fVom  any  autho- 
tity  or  hiterference  whatever  in  the  go- 
vernment of  their  Church,  should  be 
excluded  ft>om  any  4iare  in  the  govern- 
ment of  a  Chmch  to  which  they  are  not 
Hmly  strangers  but  adversaries ;  and  that, 
by  the  constitution  of  England,  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Church  and  the  State  are 
inseparable,  and  whoevar  is  admitted  into 
the  share  of  the  government  «rf  the  one, 
most  consequently  foe  intrusted  wMi  a 
Ihare  of  the  ^vemment  of  the  other ;  snd 
that  ibe  petitioners  have  heard,  with  asto* 
0isbment,  pemons  contending  that  no  one 
^fiii  to  ba  exchidadtrom  acirfl  riglit  on 


accaant  of  h»  raligim,  whan  it  is  a  nat^ 
rfous  hc%  that  the  right  even  to  the  crown» 
the  highest  civil  right  in  these  dominions^ 
was  conferred  on,  and  is  now  enjoyed  by, 
the  present  royal  family,  to  the  exchismi 
of  others  more  nearly  related  to  it,  npaa 
the  mere  ground  of  an  objection  So  their 
retigion,  and,  should  it  oaee  be  established 
by  the  legislature  that  religious  opiniona 
are  not  a  sufficient  ground  of  civil  tncar 
pacity,  tba  petitioners  apprehend  there 
can  be  no  nretence  whatever  aftarwasds 
fbr  sayintf  tnat  the  crown  of  tiwse  domi* 
nions  sball  not  lie  warn  by  a  Papist;  aod 
that  the  pctiiioners  cannot  hut  obserra, 
that  the  most  strenuous  sapporters  of  tba 
claiais  of  the  Eoosan  CalMics  admit  (hat 
every  attention  ought  la  he  paid  ka  the  •»» 
curi^  of  our  civil  and  religious  sstahUsh*» 
ment%  and  that  eihctaal  measures  aagbt 
la  be  adopted  for  the  security  of  both»  bat 
the  petitioners  also  observe,  that  none  of 
those  persons  vrho  make  these  addiisiiens 
have  ever  pointed  out  or  sugaested  the 
measures  they  should  think  e&ctoal  for 
that  purpose,  ^m  which  tl^y  cannot  bat 
infer  the  extreme  doubtfulness  and  dii^ 
cuUy,  even  in  the  judgment  of  those  per* 
sons  themselves,  or  ratlMr»  as  the  peti- 
tioners €rmly  beiieve,  the  ahsolule  im- 
practicability of  devising  such  measures; 
and  that  the.  petitioners  apprehend,  tiiat, 
if  this  claiihs  af  the  Romaa  Cutkoiios 
sbe^ld  be  acceded  to,  every  usher  restric- 
tion and  test  mast  of  course  he  abolished, 
and  that  the  government  of  our  establish- 
menu  in  Church  and  State  must  be  thrown 
opeil  to  sects  of  eviery  denonHnation,  and 
of  the  most  discordant  opinions  and  prin- 
ciples; and  that  the  petitioners  most 
solemnly  declare,  that  they  are  not  influ- 
enced by  any  wish  to  restrain  the  free 
exercise  of  religious  opinions,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, slill  less  by  any  kind  or  degree  of 
animosity  towards  their  Raman  Catholic 
feHow- subjects,  but  they  arc  actuated  by 
an  honest  and  firm  persuasion  that  the  re- 
strictions now  attempted  to  be  abalisbsd 
have  essentially  contributed  to  the  nreser- 
Tation  of  Ibeae  establishmenti  wbimi  have 
been  the  source  of  our  pruspariw  and 
happiness,  and  that  Aie  aboiitioo  of  them, 
ifrouki  inevilably  tend  to  w<eaken  and  ans- 
dermine  those  esiablishmeatii,  and  ulti- 
mately lead  to  the  overthi'ow  of  the  con* 
stitatian ;  and  praying,  that  the  watrsc- 
tions  by  wliich  RoBmn  CathoUcs  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  power  of  fraonng  ike 
laws  and  adminielerimr  the  iMghait  offices 
at  am>  civil  and  caU- 
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APetilion  ^ibt  iNiyor»  •Idermeiif  o* 
ptial  bttri^ttaet,  clergy,  and  prhictpal  mi- 
habiiaftli  of  Uie  bonwifh  aad  town  of  Sud- 
b«ry,  8affol^  waa  abo  ppaacntad  and 
read;  leMmgf^rtfa, 

^  That  tlw  fetitianca-8»  erer  gmte&il  far 
tlioaa  privileges,  ctFil  mmd  raligtaof,  at 
alM  lor  Unilfitemal  peace  and  proaperity 
which  they,  in  cammoa  irhb  die  aJbicctt 
of  this  country,  have  enjtiyed  akiee  the 
gloMtis  «ra  of  the  ReioUafiama,  and  deeply 
ooorfaaced  of  the  magnitadc  and  import- 
ance of  thoae  bietsingt,  noet  ever  depre- 
oale,  m  the  atroogest  manner,  the  iaaat 
dkpartvFa  fraaa  tbMe  principka,  the  ad- 
herence to  which  alone  has  rataed  fthta 
reentry  to  eminciitly  above  all  otJber 
nattona  sn  religiooB  and  politteal  fiee« 
deei ;  and  that  the  petUionera  are* 
therefore,  gneaaly  alaraaed  by  the  r^ 
pealed  and  incessant  aAtempla  that  have 
been  made  by  the  lUnaan  Calboliea 
ofthia  united  tan^fdena  to  obtain  the  foH 
enjoyaMnt  of  political  poirer,  by  procov 
Hig  the  repeal  of  llMae  atatntea  which  the 
wiscftom  ^  oor  anoestors  enacted  for  the 
aafety  and  protection  of  the  Proacatant  go- 
vemaaanC  of  this  conniry  in  Cbarch  and 
Seafe;  and  pcaying  tnt  those  atatniea 
nay  not  be  repealed,  bnt  that  the  sasne 
aciey  be  preserved  inviolale,  ea  tn  their 
opinioii  theae  salatary  proviMona  .appear 
to  be  atill  essentielly  necessary  to  give 
permanency  and  aeonrity  to  our  most  ex- 
t^Hent  conatitotion." 

A  ^titioa  of  the  mayor,  eorporation, 
•ad  principal  inhabitants  of  the  boroagh 
nnd  town  of  Great  Torrington,  Devon, 
waa  also  preaented  and  aaad»  setting 
forth,. 

"  That  whtfat'the  petitianers  ptee  the 
firmest  reliance  on  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
-meat,  Ae  lawfal  goardian  of  the  isimsti- 
<etfioB  lof  their  ooontry,  ahey  fcel  it  tbesr 
4«ty  hombly  to  offer  their eentimenfesjopon 
-the  recent  ctoims  of  the  Roman  <Gatbedios 
-Id  «  ^11  admisBSon  lo  the  highest  oftaes 
<f  tnaat  in  the  aiate,  end  lo  the  povar4>f 
^giskfckm  for  these  Proteatont  kingdoms  ; 
saml  that  <the  petkionors  are  the  xealoas 
."dhea^  of  «very  asdevalMi  m  religion 
iwinchcianottsceaatstenteviththe  mainte* 
^ante«fone  naaional  Choceh  m  Ibll  vi- 
'«goiir«nd  eecority,  awl  that  hi  Ibe  pmti- 
.imis  adopted  by  perltamesn  at  the 
ipariod  oi  the  ^wcemimi  «f  king'  WiN 


liam  in  16^B,  the  maintenance  of  tho 
Protestant  Chorch  is  secared  by  law  as  an 
essential  part  of  the  constitution ;  and  it 
appears  to  the  petitioners  to  be  attended 
with  the  greatest  danger  to  remove  tbaso 
safegaards,  which  oor  ancestors  thoa 
wisely  provided,  and  which  the  expo* 
rience  of  more  than  a  century  has  con<^ 
firmed;  and  that  the  petitioeera  luivo 
seen  with  satisfaction  the  conc^ssiona 
uranted  by  the  legisJaiqre  to  the  Homan 
Catholics  during  bis  present  Mayesty'a 
reign,  accompaoied  as  they  are  with  no* 
cessary  reslriciions  and  securities  for  the 
mfoiy  of  the  established  Church,  but  they 
look  with  the  deepest  anxiety  totherlaima 
now  made  for  the  abrogation  of  all  restric* 
tiona  by  persons  who  acknowledge  tbn 
spiriiaal  sa*eriority  of  the  Pope  in  these 
reahns,  and  who  hold  tenets  in  many  re« 
spedana  inimical  to  the  principles  of  tbo 
English  coostitutkNi  in  matters  of  stete  aa 
they  ore  aobveraive  of  oU  religioei  tolar^i* 
lion,  and  ntterly  i«consisl«»t  with  thf 
dectrinw  of  the  eatablisifeed  Church ;  and 
praying  the  House  to  adopt  -sech  mfMi^ 
anres  as  wil}  beat  maintain  the  Proiestiml 
ascendancy  in  Chwreb  and  State,  and  give 
atabii^  and  peramnenoe  to  the  civil  and 
ecokniaatijcal  cenatitation  of  the  posniry/* 

A  Petilioo  of  the  bailiff,  jnstices,  bni<- 
liA,  peers  and  bnrgeases  of  the  very  an* 
£ient  borangh  ead  Jib€ffii«s  of  Wenloehu 
Salop,  in  oammon-hali  aisembled,  wee 
also  presented  jmd  read ;  setting  fottth* 

«<  That  the  petiiioaem  viear  the  preseiMt 
claims  af  the  KoMin  CaAhoUos  of  Imlei^ 
u  nnconstittttional,  prtvimptuottSf  nnd#  if 
grantod  to  ahem,  dangensiis  m  the  extreme 
!to  the  Bnateslant  ealahliahment;  aud^thnt 
their  claims  are  onoonstitotional,  innwwiab 
OS  they  insist  nponnnqnsliied  emaetflpn 
lion*  withiree  admittnnoe  to  oil  places  of 
trostppaeaar  aodootborit^  in  the  execntino 
govemmcut  of  the^  kmgdoms*  wiihont 
suffering  any  of  tlmae  ^tiards  and  ^aa^ 
diiioos  to  be  applied  /whieb  might  tend  to 
secure  from  future  dangers  or  eoeroaob- 
ments  the  Protestant  establishment ;  and 
that  ihey  oris  preaomptoons,  aoasmoob  as 
this  woald  plaoe  the  CatMi^  io  a  ftr 
more  independent  and  uncontffonied  alato 
than  ape  even  the  Pn^stant  subjects 
themselves, whoam  reqttioed,  previpnl-lp 
jtheir  being  adsnilted  to  Qr«oxerQiaing  ai^ 
office,  post  or  p&aee  of  honour  pomer  isial 
nr  anthoriiy  within  these  'nellias,  to  iabo 
ibe  Qathsiof  AUagianae,  a«dof  <he£ing^ 
Sapmrnacy^r^aaaliothe  OatJbitfAhjmaliM 
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mnd  receive  the  blessed  holy  Sacrament, 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of 
England  as  now  by  law  established  ;  and 
that  they  may  be  dangerous,  inasmuch  as 
recent  events  mnd  past  experience  have 
taught  the  petitioners,  and  the  whole  tenor 
of  history  fumishetb  them  with  many 
proofs,  that  no  indulgence  granted  can 
satisfy  Catholic  ambition,  but  that  it  only 
tends  rather  to  provoke  and  strengthen 
their  demands  for  fresh  and  future  claims 
•nd  encroachroenu  upon,  and  thereby 
manifestly  endangers,  our  invaluable  Pro- 
testant constitution  and  government,  under 
which  the  petitioners  enjoy  so  many  and 
great  blessings ;  and  that  they  do  there- 
tore  humbly,  though  earnestly  and  hearti- 
ly,  pray  the  House  not  to  grant  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  any  further  indulgences, 
but  to  maintain,  keep  and  preserve  invio- 
late, from  all  further  and  future  encroach- 
ments, those  truly  pure  Protestant  princi- 
ples and  interests,  which  placed  the  august 
House  of  Brunswick  in  the  throne  of  these 
kingdoms^  and  for  the  preservation  of 
which  our  present  most  gracious  sovereign 
hath  always  shewn  himself  particularly 
anxious,  and  upon  a  very  recent  occasion 
proved  himself  to  be  most  tenderly  and 
paternally  solicitous;  and  that,  as  far  as 
Aierely  regards  the  free  worship  of  God, 
the  petitioners  would  that  every  obstacle 
be  removed,  and  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
should  enjoy  the  most  extensive  toleration; 
but  they  again  and  again  do  most  humbly 
beseech  the  House  to  guard  and  watch, 
with  a  Jealous  eye,  their  inroads  and  am- 
-  bitious  incroachments  hiade  firom  time  to 
time  upon  the  Protestant  establishment, 
but  above  all  on  no  account  to  permit 
them,  either  directly  or  ^ndirectly,  to 
interfere  with  the  legislation  of  these 
realms,  nor  suffer  them  to  611  any  judicial 
situation,  nor  to  have,  hold,  or  exercise 
any  office  or  place  of  power,  trust,  or  au- 
thority in  the  empire,  nor  at  any  time  to 
have,  hold,  or  exercise  any  command, 
either  naval  or  military,  in  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's fleets  or  armies." 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
tonamoft  council  of  the  city  of  Bath,  was 
also  presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

'^  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  pre- 
mise, that  they  are  aincere  friends  to  reli- 
gious toleration,  and  would  have  every 
sect  and  society  of  Christians  possess  the 
unrestrained  ose  of  divine  worship,  in 
'-  such  manner  as  thehr  opinions  may  dictate, 
ftM  their  consciences  approve;    and  that 
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It  is  pecoliarly  incumbent  on  the  peti-^ 
tinners  to  make  this  unreserved  avowal,  as 
the  city  over  whose  civil  polity  they  preside 
is  the  general  resort  of  strangers  of  every 
description,  and  in  which  almost  all  deno- 
minations of  Christians  have  established 
places  of  devotion,  where  they  may  ad« 
dress  themselves  to  their  Creator  agree- 
ably to  their  own  form  and  creed  ;  and 
that  the  protection  of  all  in  the  enjoyment 
of  those  valuable  privileges  which  our  ad- 
mirable constitution  has  allowed  them,  the 
petitioners  will  ever  esteem  as  one  of  the- 
most  sacred  duties  of  their  corporate  fenc^ 
tions,  but  while  they  make  this  just  and 
candid  acknowledgment  of  their  tolerant 
spirit,  they  must  as  Protestants,  anxious 
for  the  preservation  of  our  invaluable 
constitution,  object  to  the  grant  of  unre- 
stricted powers  to  persons  whose  religions 
tenets  would,  in  their  apprehension,  endaa* 
ger  those  clfSl  and  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ments, the  maintenance  of  which  our  an* 
cestors  so  wisefy  and  providently  endeft* 
voured  to  secure;  and  that,  under  the 
mild  and  equable  reign  of  the  present  so* 
vereign,  many  of  the  restrictions  and  dis* 
abilities  which  controuled  our  fellow  snb- 
jecu  of  the  Romish  communion  have  beea 
either  totally  removed  or  liberally  amelio* 
rated  ;  and  the  petitioners  would  humbly 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hoose^ 
that  the  admission  of  those  claims,  so  long 
and  now  so^strenuously  urged,  might  be  an 
unsafe,  injudicious,  and  imprudent  mea- 
sure ;  and  praying  the  House,  weighing 
the  danger  of  concession,  maturely  to  de- 
liberate before  they  admit  persons  who 
maintain  principles  inimical  to  the  estab- 
lished religion  of  the  realm,  and  who  ac* 
knowledge  the  supremacy  of  a  foreiga 
power,  to  the  unlimited  right  of  enjoying 
offices  of  authority  and  high  responsible 
lity." 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Petitions  rcspbcting  tpb   Rekswai. 
OF  THE  East  Imdia  Company's  CaAaTaa 

PROM   THE     MBRCIiANTS  OF   EdINBURCV 

— Sbipbuildbks  of  Yarmouth— GkAS- 
cow  Chamber  of  Commerce  —  Mb** 
CHANTS  House  of  Glasgow— *Mbrch ants 
OF  Port  Glasgow  and  Nbwark— 
Bailies  op  Port  Glasgow  and  Newark 
— •Mamupacturbrs  OF  TAyisTOOK— East 
India  Company's  Packers — ^and  EAar 
iNOfA  Company's  Cloth  Drawbss*]  A 
Petition  of  the  company  of  mereftiants  of 
Edinburgh,  was  presented;  setting fortb* 
*'  Tbat  the  petitioners  being  iwM*med 
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that  some  arrangMnenU  will  toon  come 
-iii|der  the  cQnskleratioii  of  parliament* 
with  regard  to  the  trade  to  India*  they 
humbly  hope  that  it  will  in  its  wisdom 
discover  good  grounds  for  extending  the 
indulgence  that  was  granted  to  private 
traders  by  the  Act  of  1793 ;  indeed  they 
would  hope  that  parliament  will  judge  it 
expedient  to  place  all  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  the  same  situation  with  regard  to 
.the  trade  to  the  East  Indies*  as  they  placed 
the  subjects  of  all  foreign  powers  who  are 
in  amity  with  Great  Britain  by  the  Act  of 
the  S7th  of  his  Majesty*  and  whatever  ex- 
tension of  the  trade  may  appear  to  parlia- 
ment to  be  proper  to  be  granted*  the  peti- 
tioners humbly  hope*  that  that  extension 
will  not  be  limited  to  the  port  of  London* 
bat  embrace  such  other  of  the  ports  of  the 
kingdom  as  to  parliament  shall  seem  just* 
and  among  others  Leith*  the  port  of  the 
metropolis  of  Scotland;  and  the  peti- 
tioners confidently  trust*  that  if  such  an 
extension  of  the  trade  as  has  been  stated 
thall  be  granted*  this  reasonable  indul- 
gence will  have  die  most  beneficial  effects 
on  the  commerce  and  prosperity  of  the 
'United    Kingdom*  without   injuring   the 

Eeat  and  important  concerns  of  the  £ast 
dia  Company •'' 

A  Petition  of  several  shif^-builders  of 
'Croat  Yarmouth*  was  also  presented ;  set- 
,ting  forth* 

"That  the  petitioners  have  for  some 
time  past  observed^  with  very  great  regret* 
that  ships  and  vessels*  built  within  the  ter- 
ritories of  theEast  India  Company  in  Asia* 
have  been  admitted  to  registry  in  Great 
Britain*  and*  in  consequence  thereof*  aU 
lowed  to  participate  in  the  carrying  trade 
of  this  country  and  its  colonies;  and  that* 
if  Indian-built  ships  continue  to   be  ad* 
mitted  to  British  registry*  and  to  partici- 
.pate  in  the  carrying  trade  of  the  empire* 
,the  most  injurious  consequences  will  re- 
sult to  the  maritime   interests  of  the  na- 
tion* and  more  especially  so*  when  the 
.trade  to  the  East  Indies  is  opened  to  all  his 
•  Majesty's  subjects;    and   that  the   peti- 
tioners forbear  to  press  on  the  attention  of 
the  House*  by  entering  into  any  detail  of 
observations  on  the  impolicy  of  admitting 
.  Indian- built  ships  to  the  privileses  of  Bri- 
tish-built ships*  not  only  as  affectmg  the  in- 
terests of  the  petitioners*  but  also  th^  landed 
commercial  and  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  country  as  well  as  those  of  the  various 
.  classes  of  persons  who  are  dependent  on  the 
boilding*  repairing  and  equipment  of  Bri* 
(VOL.XXIV-) 


tish-built  ships ;  they*  however*  presume  it 
will  be  admitted*  on  an  impartial  coqside« 
ration  of  the  subject*  that*  to  encourage 
the  building  and  equipment  of  ships  in. 
Asia*  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  ' 
in  the  carrying  trade  of  this  empire*  will 
be  both  impolitic  and  unjust;  and  that  it 
will  be  impolitic*  as  the  removal  of  a  ma* 
nufacture  of  such  importance  as  the  buitd- 
ing  and  equipment  of  ships  ffom  this 
country  to  India  (a  manufacture  of  more 
importance  than  any  other)  will  render 
precarious  the  means-  of  maintaining  hit 
Majesty's  navy,  and  especially  of  fitting 
out  with  dispatch  his  Majesty's  fleets  on 
pressing  emergencies*  and  will  thereby 
undermine  that  great  bulwark  of  our  in« 
dependence  and  greatness  as  a  nation; 
and  secondly*  it  will  be  unjust,  as  many 
of  the  stores  and  materials  necessary  to 
the  building  and  equipment  of  ships  in  this 
country  are  charged  with  considerable 
duties*  and  as  the  mechanics  and  other 
persons  employed  therein*  as  well  as  the 
petitioners*  contribute  their  proportions 
o^  the  burthens  imposed  en  the  public 
from  the  exigencies  of  the  state*^  to  nei- 
ther of  which  persons  engaged  as  owneit 
or  builders  of  ships  in  Asia  are  subject  et 
liable ;  and  that  the  petitioners  re^peciv 
fully  submit  to  the  House*  that*  from  thf 
heavy  taxation  of  the  country*  there  never 
was  a  period  when  it  was  so  necessary  to 
confine  the  carrying  trade  of  the  country 
to  British-built  ships*  from  the  utter  inabi- 
lity of  the  owners  of  them  to  enter  into 
a  competition  with  the  owners  of  East. 
India  or  other  foreign  ships  upon  terms  at 
all  like  equality ;  and,  for  these  and  other 
reasons*  which  the  petitioners  flatter  them- 
selves must  be  obvious  to  the  House*  pray- 
ing* that  in  future  ships  built  in  Asia*  and 
the  islands  thereto  adjacent*  may  be  pro- 
hibited by  statute  from  being  admitted 
to  registry*  and  to  the  privileges  pf  Bri- 
tish-built ships/' 

A  Petition  of  the  chamber  of  commerce 
and  manufactures  of  Glasgow*  was  also 
presented ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners,  in  common  with 
the  other  commercial  bodies  of  the  em- 
pire* feel  deeply  interested  in  the  question 
now  before  the  House  respecting  the  re- 
newal of  the  E.  I.  Company's  monopoly, 
and  that  ih  a  Petition  to  the  late  parliament 
they  stated  their  ideas  upon  this  subject* 
showing  that  confining  by  a  monopoly 
the  trade  with  the  extensive  countries  to 
the  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope'*  had 

(2C) 
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been  ti6  le^s  to  Wrki^meiit  of  ^Meral 
rights  than  rt  hkiSi  been  nopdlitrc  «8  a  mew- 
iirre  of  commerce  ih  havhigftppropHslted  to 
tlietyen^iit  b£%  few  adtant^ebtrhidfa'were 
tbe  property  of  M,  ^nd  impolitic  te  & 
measure  of  commerce,  because  tr^tde  con- 
ducted 'Under  a  monopoly  never  can ^roire 
beneficial  to  a  coantry  m  the  degree  thsit 
the  same  tr*ade  would,  If  left  open  't6  iAse 
exertion  of  indtridoal  tnterprr^e ;  ttnd  tihmt 
this  principle,  coMidered  a  fundamental 
one  in  political  economy,  had  been  strik- 
ingly exemplified  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  in  question,  the  trade  from  the 
United  SttitSes  of  America  to  the  £fltet  Indies 
and  China,  carried  onbv  individual  citi- 
2ens  of  those  states,  bad  been  commenced 
and  i^rosecitted  with  amiccessanexampled 
In  its  rapidity  of  progress  during  th^  pe- 
Hod  in  which  the  trade  of  the  British  em- 
|>ire  with  those  countries  had  been  pfro- , 
gressively  oh  the  decline;  and  that  with 
regard  to  the  trade  tb  China,  a  trade  car- 
ried on  with  an  independent  fiireign  na- 
tion, there  existed,  the  petitioners  hunibly 
conceived,  no  plea  for  giving  a  monopoly 
of  it  to  a  particular  company,  or  Confining 
It  to  particular  ports,  more  than  might  be 
offered  for  bringing,  under  similar  restric- 
tions, anv  other  branch  of  foreign  trade  at 
Eesent  free,  and  that  no  danger,  they  be-** 
:fed,  was  to  be  apprehended  to  tfaie  re- 
ytemxe  from  opening  to  the  ootports  the 
trade  with  those  countries,  it  beios  an 
unquestioned  fact  thrat  the  duties  Tevi* 
able  upon  other  foreign  articles,  now  Int* 
portable  into  the  outports,  have  been  Col- 
lected with  a  fidelity  not  less  successful  in 
)>roduct]ve  Amount  than  will  be  found  in 
the  case  of  ihose  leviable  upon  simitar 
articles  destined  for  the  port  of  London ; 
and  that  these  principles  tind  i^cts,  with 
regard  to  this  trade,  being  as  the  peti- 
tioners believe  truly  what  they  have  stated 
them  to  be,  they  cohfidentially  trust  that 
the  House  will  not  again  consent  to  con- 
fine this  commerce,  either  in  whole  or  in 
frnrt,  to  a  single  company,  but  will  open 
t  inUre  to  the  nation  at  large,  permitting 
it  to  be  carried  on  from  all  the  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions only  as  maybe  considered  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  revenue/' 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants  bouse  of 
Gtasgow  was  also  presented;  setting 
forth, 

"  Thrat  tfie  petitioners  bave,  in  common 
with  other  closes  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, been  presented  from  trading  to  the 
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UtiMtt^^  «he  eawwtti^  iX  Wit  Cap%  <if 
Good  Hofie,  in  consequence  of  ^fa/arten  of 
monopoly 'gftinted  tb  the  fi.  I.  Company; 
andthtsy  hunibly  beg  leave  to  represent 
that  they  ai^  fay  auch  charters  not  only 
individually  exckd^  from  a  tnost  bene- 
ficial t;ommeree,  but  th^y  aire  deprived  of 
privileges  which  they  ai^  proud  to  prite 
as  their  biMh-right,  and  wbith,  as  no  teliip- 
Ution  could  tnduce  tbtm  Willhigly  lb  l^a- 
linquish,  no  payment  is  saliclent  to  pur- 
chase; and  that,  besides  tho  manifest 
injury  which  <uch  cbaftfehm  havis  produced 
on  tbe  efforts  of  individuals,  they  hav^ 
necessarily  had  a  similar  efl^et  on  CMs 
iiaXfoiial  resoorOeis,  which  under  a  frt^ 
trade  tavHi  have  become  greatly  mo^ 
considerable  than  While  the  commerce  is 
restricted  and  confined;  and  thiu  thte  pe- 
titioRers  being  convinced  that  sfoch  ita- 
portant'trulhs  cannot  fkll  to*pMdodft  con- 
viction Of  Aie  impolicy  of  any  monopoly 
«of  the  trade  to  India  ^and  Ghnia,  look  1o 
the  expiration  of  fhe  pi^sent  Eait  InMi 
charter  with  the  confiident  bope  Of  seeinjp 
a  period  pdt  to  any  exdiisive  ti<ad^  io 
these  counrries,  and  a  wide  "field  %ht»  hdd 
open  to  the  capitalfi^iU,  and  industry,  ^f 
British  merchantsaind  manufacturers;  aiKl 
that,  in  this  confident  hopfe  and  expecta- 
tion, the  petitioners  humbly  pray  that  no 
monopoly  be  granted  of  Ae  commerce 
and  navigation  to  the  ooontHes  eastwaitl 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  bat  that  tbe 
t^d^  may  be  free  and  op^n,  in  the  same 
manner  acs  oth^  branches  of  cemtnerce, 
not  only  to  the  pert  of  London,  bat  to 
otber  ports  of  Great  BriUin  and  Ire. 
knd." 

A  Petition  of  several  merchants,  traders, 
and  nranufaeturers  of  Port  Glasgow  and 
Newark,  was  also  presented;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  wiHi  regret  ba^e 
observed,  in  the  hon.  £.  L  Company, « 
continuance  of  the  spirit  of  monopolicin)|^ 
the  commerce  of  India,  China,  and  the 
other  countries  to  the  eastwani  of  tht 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  whioh  it  has  too  long 
held,  as  the  petitioners  conceive,  to  their 
prejudice,  and  that  of  the  other  ports  atid 
towns  bf  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  thit 
the  petitioners  respectfully  advance,  along 
with  their  fellow  subjects  of  the  empire, 
their  claim  to  a  participation  of  a  free 
trade  with  those  countries,  and  right  to 
oppose  any  fiurther  estciostve  monopoly, 
either  to  that  Company,  or  any  oUiOr 
company  or  body  whaterer ;  «nd  that  dHs 
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clfum  of  the  petitipiiera  they  do  Iwiiobly 
coDce^Ye  to  be  tbeic  rjgbl  la  ec^uity,  as  a 
portion  of  subjects  supRorting,  the  empo-e 
&t  lar^  ;  wd  tbat  tb«^  ^e  ^tilled,  to  aa 
eqaaliity  ol  prif  iUgea^  in  trad^  and  the 
commerciali  p^lyu^^  of  ijgi.9ul\ie<;t9#.iKbenQe 
thai  topport  does  in  a  great  measure  arise, 
^  apAoB  ^qk  ii  dep<ma;.  apd  tJtMal.  al  stfiy 
tUQ%  but  particulai;!^  when  l^e  burdeoA 
aipd  pressivQ  q£  i^ar,  upder  thc^  es^Utiog 
fhuatioQ  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
apptb^r  unavoidable  near .  wijih  tbe  Aiu^- 
rican  sUtes*  tbe  petitioners  do  w>w.  humbly 
a«A  forth  tbw  opposition  to  a  momopoly, 
as  9ifk  VOJMSt  clog  iq,  t,be^  fceedQip  of  xm 
^l^^i,  and  tbait  sp^rii  in  the  trader  ^nd, 
iVWl^fafitucervKhjqb  is  so,nj?c(^sary  to  tbe 
g^eral  weilfiare,  and  ou^b^ti  to,  be  cno«'isb^d 
af  a  qnQsi,  ma^rial  principle  of-  the  Brijish 
<y>osiitutioQ»  not  merely  in  point  of  tb^ 
siit^eqiV,  beedoin,  but  a^  es^^otiaji  to,  iu 
iuul«ti;^^<,ba#id support;  ^d  ths^  the 
petitioners  conceive  their  claiip  to  b^ 
^oaUy  £(»unded  in  poUcy  as  in  justice, 
hot  they  hmftbly  contend  for  the  right  to 
be  wnrestrictfEtd  i  and,  that  tM  port  of  I^n* 
4oEni^  more;  than  the  Cqinpaoy  M^lf#  has 
QA  titje;  to  an  eicclusivclpossession*  which^ 
if  apceded  to  by  the  Hogse,  would  render 
i^ipitles^  any  gri^U  or  p^ro^ission  o^  the 
%ee  ti;ad^ contended  for;  aod  that  ib^ 
^tinners  consider  it,  only  farlbier  necesr 
saucy  toobsePfe^  to  ib/s^Eou^e,  thai  the  4»r 
tjeaare  a^  ^ihfislly  l^xied  and  p^id,  and 
mng&Uog  ^  leajit  M  much  restrained  a^ 
^.  pprtf  of  Portv  Qlasgow  ^  thftt  of  ij^ 
q\elc«^olis  it^lf  f,  and  prayifvg>  tKat^  no 
fas^or  exclu;iion  be  given*  ei*ec  to  tfie, 
£,  h  Company  cyr  the  poxt  of  (4>ndoni^  hut 
Viat.  the  H^ui^e  will,  in  wisdom  and  ^md 
p^j^A  ta](^  such  efiec^ua)  m^asure^  aft 

(otlMoneis,  and  tbe  other  sol:^ect.\  of  the 
m^ii;e4  with  tbe  countries  ifi  c^vtiont^ 
Qpaer  snpb  equal  C9nstvaints.  for  secqrintf 
^  Msle^ty's  duties^  a3  to  the  Hoose  skmi 
sy[>pearji^t.'' 

.  A  P^tit|^^i|  of  tbe  b^iliesi  ^d  tr^steea  oC 
^onGU^wafi^  Newarlf^  wa?  al;^  pre- 
^enk4;  setting  fo^^ 

«  Tbfti  the  E|oi;p  being  alwnt;  ^o,  ^a)(e 
i^to  CQ^^id«^'ation| wM^  m^qresoug^kto 
biet^pM  Coir  regt^l^M^^be  &tui;e  oom- 
meirc^of  this  kiogdqm.A^ttb  the  cpi^rije§ 
^^  oj  tbp  Capft  of  -Good  Hope  ^nd  v^^t 
{f  Cape  ^orii,  and  the.  p^ttioneirs,.  undei;- 
iMMVAf  Wt  i|;  is.  p^^Jen4e4  jl^jJi  tfc? 
^I^e  ^  predodedf  by  the  svijH?iOf«<l 
WVmeApci^iJffgp^qf.tb^  ^  <.  <Jo«flaijjj| 


from  laying  down  such  an  arrangement 
as.  upon  the  whole  tpay  appear  the  most 
just  tmd  es^pedient,,  the  petitioners  beg 
lei^e  again  to  addre^  themselves  to  par* 
liament,,  and  to  sta^te  to  the  Ho^6e,  that 
they  humbly  c^nc6iye  ajl  qthers  ot  his 
Majesty's  subjects  in  t.bJ8  kingdom  to  be 
in  ju^itice  equelly  entitjed  with  the  E.  t. 
Cqa)p4oy  to  a  free  commercial  intercourse 
with,  all  p^ts  of  tbe  world,  ax^  tbajt  in 
sQ^nd  paijcy*.  they  ought  not  to  be  de- 
barred a,  freedom  m  that  respect  which  in 
aJL  other  cas^s  is  obviously  to  the  advan- 
tage oC  the  rc^venoftiy  ai^d  to  the  increase  of 
the  cpmmop  strength  of  the  empire  ;  ie^ 
sidj^j,  ^he,  pe^tjoners  do  humbly  contend 
for  that  Creedom  as,  tbjeir  bifth-right,  un* 
ajiena.ble  by  any  charter  to  a,  particular 
or  e^luding  company  beyond  at  least  its. 
current  tei:n^>  but  which  expediency  also 
does.  no,w,  require  to  be  suffered  to  expire 
for  ever,  and  the  trade  to  I nd is,  China* 
and  all  quarters,  to  be  thrown  open  to  the 
British  subject  withotit.  other  restraint  than 
what  ntay  be  deemed  necessfiry  by  tba. 
legislature  upon  the  principle  of  equality  ; 
and  that,  in  the  present  state  06  the  world,, 
and  thedjf^treae  f^lt  by  the  manufacturers 
and  merchants,   labouring   under    many 

*ardsbip9«  the  petiiipnersi  consider  th^ 
rivilege  cpnleqded  for  to  be  the  more/ 
necessary  ;  and  that  the  I^ouse  will  not 
I  hearken  to,  the  idle  and  most  obviously 
I  ridiculous  ai^d  ^fleeted  fears  expres^d  by 
I  tb^t  Company  of  danger  to  the  revenue  of 
.  the  empire,  and  of  unfavourable  excite- 
)  ment^  boing  caised,  ii^  tbe  minds  of  t,he 
naiiive^  of  those  foreign  countries,  against 
either  that  Coiftp^n^^  territorial  govern* 
n^ent  ^r  the  British  interest  in  ^en^ral ; 
what  1^  raised  Uiisi  great  empi^o  to  the, 
ability  of  contending  with  the  tyrant  of 
l^uro^e,  and  thojse  states  which  basely 
8i|bnii^  ip  the  did^tes  of  his  anibition? 
wb^i  has  m;^djB  ber  mistreis  of  the  seasj^ 
and  tbf$  p^otecto/  0?  the  liberty  of  thei 
world  ?  wba^,  but  the  mercantile,  trading. 
aAd  n^anufacl^urvDg  spirit  and  ^d venture  of 
those  who  hayo  for;  agjes  engaged  in  them 
and  brought  their  r.es^ctive  bcanchesi  to 
an  unexampled  degree;  of  perfection,  when 
by  wijie.  lawSjk  unjiettei:e4  with  exclud^ngj 
and  impolitic  privileges*,  holding  inter- 
cpui^e  with  eiF^ry  other  nation  success- 
G^lly,  nyakvng  Ifritish  iaith  and  honoui; 
proverbial ;,  9Pd.  that  es  to.  an.  e^ctension 
of  tbe  trade  to  the  out-ports,  the  peti- 
tioners do  hiipbly  insj§t,  thalv  with  respect 
to  tbeijc  pwn  pprt,  the  Interest  of  the  re* 
Y^nne  i%%9.vrell  K<wde4  mi  se^cured  w^ 
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•t  that  of  the  metropolis ;  and  therefore, 
without  departing  from  the  ceneral  claim 
of  other  porta,  they  do,  with  submission, 
lay  before  the  House  a  specific  claim  iu 
favour  of  the  port  of  Port  Glasgow  to  the 
privilege  in  question,  a  port  of  no  small 
consideration  in  the  state  either  as  to  trade 
or  revenue;  and  praying  the  House  to 
aoffer  the  present  coqamercial  charter  of 
the  E.  I.  Company  to  expire,  to  refuse  all 
farther  exclusive  privileges  in  trade  to  the 
countries  in  question  to  any  company  or 
individual  whatever,  and  to  equalize  the 
whole  subjects  of  the  United  kingdom  in 
their  commercial  pursuits  to  those  terri- 
tories^ China  included,  and  to  grant, 
should  there  be  in  its  wisdonf  any  excep- 
tion made,  to  the  port  of  Port  Glasgow,  the 
privilege  of  such  free  and  unfettered  in- 
tercourse and  trade ;  and  the  petitioners 
pray  to  bie  heard,  by  counsel,  m  support 
of  their  Petition." 

A  Petition  of  the  manufacturers  of  long 
ells,  in  the  borough  of  Tavistock,  Devon, 
was  also  presented  and  read;  setting 
fbrth, 

''  That  it  is  with  regret  the  petitioners 
see  the  opposition  made  in  various  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  renewal  o% 
the  £.  I.  Company^i  charter,  as  they  are 
satisfied  that  the  woollen  trade  in  general, 
and  the  exportation  of  long  ells  to  China 
in  particular,  in  which  they  are  most 
deeply  concerned,  cannot  be  carried  on 
with  so  much  regularity  by  any  chtmnel 
as  through  the  medium  oYthe  E.  I.  Com- 

Sany  ;  and  that,  although  the  petitioners 
eprecate  monopoly  in  general,  yet  they 
are  convinced  that  the  trade  to  China, 
being  confined  to  the  E.  I.  Company,  will 
ultimately  tend  to  the  benefit  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  to  all  persons  concerned  in  the 
woollen  trade;  and  that  although  it  is 
possible,  if  the  trade  to  China  is  laid  open. 
It  may  enable  speculators  for  a  short  time 
to  increase  their  exports,  not  ultimately, 
as  in  the  case  of  South  America,  the 
markets  being  glutted,  their  purchases 
will  be  suspended,  by  which  means  many 
manufacturers  will  be  ruined,  and  the  la- 
bourers thrown  suddenly  out  of  employ, 
all  which  is  now  happily  avoided  by  the 
regularity  of  the  orders  from  the  E.  L 
,  Company,  and  the  punctuality  of  their 
payment<«;  ^nd  the  petitioners  therefore 
submit,  that  the  E.  I.  Company,  enjoying 
an  exclusive  trade  to  India,  is  essential  to 
the  security  of  their  trade  tO  China,  and 
that  such  trade,  being  continued  ezcla* 
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stvely  by  them,  and  the  imports  of  all 
goods  from  India  being  confined  to  the ' 
port  of  London,  will  be  highly  advanta^ 
geous  to  the  prospenty  of  the  kingdom  at 
large,  as  well  as  to  the  petitioners  and 
other  manufacturers  of  long  ells.'' 

A  Petition  of  several  packers  employed 
by  the  £•  L  Company  in  their  woollea 
department,  was  also  presented ;  setting 
forth, 

''That  the  Prince  Regent,  having,  ia' 
his  Speech  from  the  throne,  recommended ' 
immediate  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  ap- 
proaching expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
E.  I.  Company,  which  rendered  it  neces« 
sary  that  be  should  call  the  early  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  propriety  of  effectually 
providing  for  the  future  government  of 
the  provinces  in  India,  the  petitioners  do 
again  humbly  present  themselves  before 
the  House,  to  state  that  they,  together 
with  all  others  engaged  in  the  woollen' 
trade,  feel  most  sensibly  the  distressed' 
situation  of  the  commercial  interest  of  the 
country,  not  only  as  a  subject  of  sympatbjr» 
but  by  its  pressure  upon  that  branch  in 
which  they^  are  immediately  concerned  ;' 
and  that,  as^  tradesmen  employed  by  the 
E.  I.  Company,  they  are  obliged  to  serve 
a  regular  apprenticeship,  and  to  possess 
•ther  qualifications,  in  order  to  make  them 
competent  to  be  elected  into  their  service  ; 
and  that  one  of  the  requisite  qualificationt 
is  possession  of  warehouses  ami  premisea; 
sufficiently  convenient  and  extensive  tdi 
carry  on  the  packing  business  of  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  that  such  premises  antt  estab* 
lishments  are  now  very  valuable,  but,  in 
the  event  of  the  removal  of  the  Company  V 
business  to  the  out*ports,  this  property 
would  be  very  greatly  deteriorated  in 
common  with  other  freehold  and  leasehold 
property  in  London ;  and  that  the  removal' 
of  the  India  trade  from  the  metropolis^' 
after  the  great  length  of  time  it  has  beeir 
established,  would  be  attended  with  many 
serious  evils,  one  of  which  is  the  depriving  , 
thousands  of  persons  of  a  comfortable  sub- 
sistence;^ and  that,  if  this  deprecated 
event  were  to  take  place,  its  effect-  would 
be  only  to  transfer  the  India  trade  froox 
one  set  of  men  to  anotlher,  without  the 
smallest  advantage  to  the  interests  of  the 
nation  at  large;  and  that  the  confUence 
reposed  in  the  petitioners  by  the  CompanW 
lA  great,  as  will  appear  when  it  is  con3 
sidered  that  the  value  of  the  wooRen  ma- 
nufactures coming  under  their  final  care 
tiii  ready  for  shipping  amouatt  to  cod 
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million  sterling  per  ^nnam ;  and  that  great 
economy  is  practised  by  the  Company  in 
the  preparation  and  packing  of  the  wooU 
lens ;  they  are  in  the  habit  of  delirering 
out  the  goods  in  the  raw  stale,  week  by 
week,  from  the  month  of  FebrCiar^  till  the 
month  of  October;  this  system  gires  con* 
stant  and  regular  employment  to  the  ra- 
Tions  branches  of  trade  concerned,  and, 
together  with  the  certain  ponctoal  pay« 
ment  at  stipulated  periods,  renders  the 
employment  Valuable  to  the  petitioners; 
and  that  such  has  been  the  conduct  and 
care  of  the  Company's  servants  in  this 
branch,  and  such  the  excellent  regulations 
laid  down  by  the  Company,  that  a  serious 
complaint  from  abroad  is  unknown,  and 
the  Company's  mark  and  seal  still  con- 
tinue to  be  received  with  perfect  confi* 
dence  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  their 
great  acquisitions  in  India,  as  well  as  the 
more  extensive  empire  of  China ;  and  that 
every  market  has  been  tried,  and  evtry 
invention  exerted,  to  increase  the  con* 
sumption  of  woollens,  particuhirly  in  India 
proper,  but  the  few  wants  6t  the  natives, 
tbeir  pecuniary  incapacity  to  purchase, 
together  with  their  difierent  castes,  reli- 
l^on,  and  climate,  form  a  barrier  hitherto 
msmrmountable ;  and  that  the  China  market 
has  at  ail  times  been  fully  supplied  to  the 
extent  of  the  indent  required ;  but  such  is 
the  spirit  of  speculation,'  such  the  rage  for 
adventure,  that,  notwithstanding  the  very 
dreadful  events  and  failures  which  have 
recently  taken  place  in  consequence  of 
the  immense  export  of  goods  to  South 
America,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  new 
speculators  would  arise,  perhaps  so  totally 
ignorant  of  the  trade  as  to  overwhelm  the 
market  with  goods,  thereby  producing 
ruin  not  only  to  themselves  but  also  to 
the  steady,  moderate,  and  (to  the  country) 
advantageous  trade  of  the  £.  I.  Company, 
and,  in  consequence,  to  the  petitioners  in 
common  with  the  almost  incalculable 
number  of  persons  employed  by  the  said 
Company ;  and  praying,  that  the  various 
petitions  presented  to  the  House  against 
the  renewal  of  the  E.  I.  Company's 
i^harter,  and  for  the  opening  of  the  trade 
to  India  and  China,  may  not  be  granted/' 

A  Petition^ of  the  clothdrawers  in  the 
employ  of  the  K  I.  Company  was  also 
presented ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  observe,  with  the 
most  serious  concern,  the  great  efifbrts 
making  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  to 
lay-open  th^trade  to  India  and  Chuia,  a 


measure  that  would  certoinly  be  attended 
with  the  most  ruinous  consequences  to  the 
petitioners,  and  the  numerous  classes  of  • 
tradesmen  having  establishments  under 
the  said  Company ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners, with  humble  submission,  beg  leave 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
present  state  of  the  fine  cloth  trade  to 
Turkey,  which,  when  confined  to  the  ma- 
nagement and  wise  regulations  of  the* 
Turkey  company,  was  nearly  equal  to  the 
present  exporU  ef  fine  cloth  to  China; 
but  experience  shews  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  .that  trade  being  laid  open :  it 
is  lost  to  the  country  ;  as  a  bale  of  cloth 
is  rarely  exported  f>om  any  part  of  the 
kingdom  to  Turkey  ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  confident  that  the  same  rolnooa-' 
speculations  which  have  lost  the  Turkey 
cloth  trade  to  this  country  would  be  the 
consequence  of  an  open  trade  to  India ; 
and  praying  the  House  to  adopt  such  re- 
gulations as  will  secure  the  continoance 
of  the  exports  of  woollens  to  India  and 
China  to  the  £.  I.  Co.,  under  whose  wise 
management  and  experience  it  has  been 
brought  to  its  present  state  of  prosperity, 
so  greatly  beneficial  to  the  country  at 
larce." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  February  8. 
A  Petition  against  the  Catholic  Claima* 
was  presented  from  the  dean  and  chapter' 
of  Carlisle.  A  similar  Petition  from 
Chester  was  presented  by  the  bishop  of 
Chester,  who  also  presented  one  from  the 
magistrates,  clergy,  and  inhabitants,  of 
Bolton  le  Moors,  in  Lancashire,  which* 
his  lordship  stated  to  be  signed  by  6,000' 
persons,  amongst  whom  were  several  dis- 
senting ministers,  and  one  from  the  arch- 
deacon and  clergy  of  Winchester.  A  Pe-. 
tition  to  the  same  effect  fVom  the  gentry, 
clergy,  and  freeholders,  of  the  county  of 
Flint,  was  presented  by  lord  Elenyon,who 
stated  that  it  had  been  agreed  upon  at  a* 
numerous  county  meeting  nearly  unani- 
mously, only  two  persons  dissentmg  from 
it,  and  that  it  was  signed  by  4,000  pereons.' 
His  lordship  also  presented  ar  similar  Pe» 
tition  from  the  aldermen,  burgesses^  and 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Flint ;  m 
Petition  to  the  same  efifect  from  the  cor- 
poration and  inhabitants  of  St.  Aibans  was 
also  presented  by  viscount  Grimston ;  and 
a  similar  Petition  from  certain  fireeholdertf 
and  itthabitantf  of  the  county  of  Oxford^ 
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by  tbe  bishop  of  0;^d.  TbftM  several 
Petitiong  w^re  reMi  ^  orc|«r«d  to  lie  qtk 
tbe  tabl^ 

'       HOUSE  OF  COMBfONS. 

JUfindo^t  February  8. 

.  PrTITIO^^  BKSEECTIN6  Tfip  ReKEWAL  OF 

THB  East  Inhia  Compai^^t's  Ci^aTBR — 

FEOM  CrBDITON^— T.IVERTON  -^  GrEENQCK 

«^iJ>ujapRUU«— LiTERBOoi.  -<^  Montrose — 
AHD  ScARAORoueu,]^  A  PetulpD  of  tbe 
mRoafaclurers  of  long  ells  rqcI  other  inhft- 
li^«nu  oCCreditoD»  Pefoiii  m^$  pr««fiiite4  > 
setting  fertib. 

«<  Thai  tbe  petitMmers  ve  malerially 
iotoresfeed  io  the  E.  I.  C0/4  export  oC 
iwooliens  to  Cbina^Joasiiiucb  as  the  staple 
meanfactujie  of  the  Uiwa  of  CredUoQ  ami 
ite  Beighbouvbood  consists  ol  an  article 
for  the  China  market^  denpminAted  long 
ells*  which  yiTi^s  employenent  to  the  gresifc 
birik  ef  tbe  laboeri^g  poor*  and  consumes 
atofgepBepoftianof t&Bgrx»wth  oC^poels, 
a«d  this  ax  a  timA  when,  the  channels  oC 
trwk  continue  to  be  so  generally  ob* 
s^vucted,  that  the  usnal  esiipprtSiOf  vi^oolleiis. 
fcsm.  the  i«esi<sra  e onqtiAs  are  nearly  anv» 
nihilated ;  and  that  the  E.  L  Co.  have 
been  long  and  aa^ddKwly:  eod>iavouituig 
to  establish  and  increase  a  permanent  sys* 
tem  of  export  in  woollens  toChlpSr  that 
they  hare  at  length  succeeded*  and  esta- 
blished a  ofede  of  parcbasing*  finishing, 
and  exporting  theis  gaods  so  Ptgalar  and 
economicaJ*  that  insures  to  tbeoi  a  cob^^ 
stent,  sapply  of  tbe  besk  qoal^y  on  thn 
lowest,  terms*,  and  to  the  jnannfactuffers 
those  sieadv  sales  wbuch.  are  soi  essentially 
necessary  fox  the  employment  of  nuJtH 
tndes  of  labeoBec^  whose,  exiatence  mnsfc 
otherwise  be  dependenl}  OA  the  seaniy  piA* 
tance  of  parochial  relief;,  and  Ibat.the  pe* 
titioners  are  alarmed  al  tbe  atteaapts  new 
making  to  depKive  the  IS.  L.Ce^  of  the 
evclusiTo  wade  tp  Chinis*  being  convinced 
tlMino  ezteaaiQn  of  our  exporle  is.  to  be 
expected  from  sucb  a  joeasuie*^  but  that* 
on  the  contrarv*  the  very  exisienee  <^ 
tbe  China  tnade  would  be.  endangerea 
tJMereby«  tbe  JealoiM  and  pecMliac  char 
xacter  of  tbe  Chiiies^  goveanment  ren 
firing  ail  that  sy^teQAajtictegulaKit^  and 
camion  whicb  the  Gompeny  and  their  «er. 
sident  agenia  are  &ovt  long  habit  enabled 
to.  praoti^Q ;  and  that  should  it  even  be 
prefMMed  .to  c(Mittnne  witb  tbe  E,.  I^  Ce^ 
the  exdusiie.  privilege  of  Iradin^to  and 
from  Chine,  but  to  peMoit  to  tbf  oqtponta 
l^&ee  imiioi^  Uad%llillllftdilb  ^.p^n 


tionera  conoeive  that  o^eaauce  wonU  ulti« 
mately^  but  anrely  lead  to  the  d^trm^tion 
of  the  regular  China  tvade*  by  opening 
such  entensive  cbsnnels  to  smuggling 
teas  and  other  ariiclesii  aa  no  financioi  re- 

Sulatiqos  could  possibly  counteract*  the 
uty  of  about  95  percent  on,  tees*  anci 
froQi  3d  to  70  per  cent  on.  mamifactui;^ 
goods*  being  stimnlanjts,  to  a.  cqnU'abaod 
trade,  loo  powerful  to  be  successfully  re- 
sis^d;,  and  that  tbe  petitieneraenter,tai:n. 
the  most  serious  apprehensions*  that  thisi 
measure*,  if  sanctioned  by  the  legisla^ew, 
will  assuredly  tend,  to  the  dlfcstf^ctioit  oi 
j ,  tbe  £.  I.  Co/s  China  trade*  of  a  most  e;ti;« 
tensive  and  beneficial  branch  oj  the  staple 
manufacture  of  tbia  kingdoiAt  and  to  the> 
deteriqratioa  of  tbe  e¥p/ei)siy^  boildjnga. 
and  machinery  erected,  purpps^fy  foe  its. 
uae*^  thereby  opcasiiokningi  tbe  ruin  of  rnany^ 
industTiioMS  families,,  a^d.  d/epri,ving  thocK 
sands  of  thc^  If  bouf  ing  nooc  of  their  meaoe, 
;of  subsistence];  a^d  that  ihfi,  petiti^ecs, 
are  fully^  aware  Qf  tbe^spe^ion^  reasoning; 
which  wiUi  be.flaade^usa  eC  to^  induce,  ibe^ 
legislature  to  c<w«uc  v^  tha  measi^ce  oC 
opening  tbe.Indift  ti?ad^  bu^  thi^y  ai:e  con*- 
xinced  that,  no  lasMog^  increase  of  tba^ 
tjrade  would  be  qbtaMM^id  theieby,  ibeCqip<«. 
pany  and  tbe^  ps^vAte.  loerchanu  at  pcesenit 
^g^Sl^d  therein  being  ajjcead^  in  the  babi^ 
of  furnishmg  the  A^vstic  majrkeu  with» 
European  goods*  and  the  Europeajsb 
markets  witb  Asiatic  pioductions,  to  tbiQb 
full  extent  of  tl^ir  consumption*,  a  bf^i, 
wbich  appears  to  be  sufficiently  procved, 
by  tbe  v^ry  sqsaH  proportipn^  of  tb^  toofv 
na^  appropriated  t^  the  pri»vate  trade 
wbicbbss  been  takea  op^  by  our  mercb^ 
I  ants;,  and  U»9  potitioner^  hiive  mpreoYei: 
I  to.cemnrkiitha^h  th§  odium  of  n^nopoly^  sa  . 
,  Ipudly  ioivtiiigli^  against^  does.^ot  stri^JI^ 
I  apply  totbft  E.  I«  Co.«  bacAUse  not  ooijf 
i  every  anhjBqt  of  tbo  Hpitsd  kuiid^wi  mof 
participate  io  their  tcade*  and  even  be^ 
come  eUgible  to  the  dir^ti;Mrsbip^  h^ 
purchasing  a  portion  of  ita  sMucjc^bnt  eac^ 
ifldividnal  nwcha^t  is*  iinder  tha  ceg^UK 
tifm  alraady  esistioi^  at  Ubecty  to  enan 
bark  in  tihe.E..  Indi|i  trade,  ai|d  tomie  the 
CoH^aAy'ssbipa6>ff  tha^zpar^i^od  impsiA 
of  1h«  goods;  Hnd  th%V  W^m  atmMp^^l  ' 
review  of  this  important  subject,  the  pe« 
titioqfi^  art  f^lly*  i«vrfi^€4  wit4|  Mm 
bel^&,  that,  ofieAiOg  the.  Unde  to,  Indi^ 
and  China  to  individuaL  speculatiiH^  wouk} 
notk  eqly  endenger  ita  paosp^fity  b^  iu 
y^ery  existeivce;  and  praying  tj^  Ho^mi 
«oti  to  sao^ijoQ  SQ  baaaf  douA  m  e^Fperinneni 
«i  tbM  9f  riftkips  %  ANffiL  ^  tfHtf^^ 
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and  oiamfaf<;taritfg  intereMofifae  king- 
^m,  and  «f  a  net  annaat  wtenue  Do  the 
^tateof  nettrly  foor  millioits  sterlittg  ;  and 
praj^iKg,  iki^tiHe  trade  to  Cbiqa  nmji  <m 
the  renewal  of  their  charter,  be  continued 
*etftllraWely  to  the  £.  I.  Co.,  and  thad  the 
-imports  from  fndia  may  be  confined  to 
the  poitt  0f  London." 

A  PMitfOti  of  the  inbabitaflU  of  Hircfr- 
ton,  Deton^  #a8  also  presented ;  sotting 
forth, 

^'  Thatjthe  renewal  of  the  charter  to  the 
£.  I.  €0.  ^r  an  exclosire  trade  to  China, 
^alid  tfafe  neafisof  preserfmg  iCmilBiilested, 
18  of  Vital  impdrtance  to  the  intereflits  of 
^e  town  of  Tiverton,  which,  daring  some 
yosirs  pMt,  has  had  rery  little  of  other 
aikipioy  for  Its  nmneh)tts  labourers  bat  the 
Ifiaudfiioturin^  an  article  called  long  eHs 
for  ihe  £.  i.  Co. ;  aod  that,  previoos  to 
-iheHMw, 'the^was  a  considerable  com- 
merce IV^  that  t»ewn  to  different  ports  of 
£ar^^,  iffh'ti^  consumed  the  wool  grown 
within  many  miles  of  H,  and  gsAre  foil 
employ  to  the  laboarers,  but  since  that 
i^tif^  t%eve  has  been  no  demand  for  the 
«Mia1  aoru  of  woollen  goods,  and,  but  for 
th»  orders  'ghKen  by  the  Company  for 
long  ells,  the  labourers,  wish  their  families, 
most  hare  been  reduced  to  depend  on  pa- 
fOichial  relief,  and  the  establi^ments  in 
the  4own  have  iremakied  Idle ;  and  that 
the  E.  I.  Co,  have  been  long  and  assidu- 
ously etid^vouring  to  establish  and  in- 
close •a  pertnanent  lystem  of  export  in 
Woollens  to  China ;  that  they  hare  made 
gr^t  sacrifices,  and  incurred  heavy  losses, 
/for  the  attainment  of  these  objects;  that 
Ihey  have  at  length  succeeded,  and  esta- 
blished a  system  for  purchasing,  finishing, 
^md  expopthig  their  goods,  so  regular  and 
^coRomtcal,  thiit  it  insitres  to  them  a  con« 
atant  supply  of  the  best  quality  on  the 
lowest  terms,  and  to  the  manufacturers 
those  ateadv  sales  which  are  so  essentially 
necessary  ^r  the  employment  of  their  la- 
bourers; and  ttiat  ^  potitioners  are 
alarmed  at  the  attempts  now  making  to 
deprive  the  £.  L  Co.  of  the  exclusive 
trawle  to  China,  being  con vineed  that  tio 
extension  of'our  exptorts  is  to  be  expected 
from  such  a  measure,  but  that^  on  the  con- 
trary^ the  very  existence  of  the  China 
trade  would  b^  endangered  thereby,  the 
jealous  and  peculiar  character  of  the  Chi- 
nese goTemment  requiring  all  that  sys- 
tematic  regularity  at)d  caution  which  the 
Company  and  Qieir  resident  agents  are 


frbm  long  habh  enabled  to  pmoliae  ;  and 
that,  shoiM  file  trade  to  Ohiaa  be  thrown 
open,  «ven  should  this  much-to-be- 
raarad  ^oart  not  lake  pkte,  as  it  is  a  weN- 
asoertained  fact  that  the  company  with* 
out  a  compotkion  cflinot  get  a  price  for 
the  kMig  ells  at  Canton  that  will  leave  « 
profit,  the  petitioners  cannot  expect, 
wh^  there  are  rivals  in  the  market,  the 
Chinese  will  give  as  much  as  they  do  at 
present,  or,  even  if  they  did,  that  radivi- 
duals  would  export  gooos  for  public  be* 
nefit  only ;  the  result  mast  therefore  be,> 
in  either  case,  the  d attraction  of  the  ahnost 
only  remaining  woollen  trade  in  the  wes- 
tern counties ;  and  that,  should  it  even  be  ^ 
proposed  to  continue  with  the '  B.  I.  Co. 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  to  and 
fi'om  China,  i)at  to  permit  to  the  outports 
a  fi^e  import  trade  from  India,  the  peti- 
tioners conceive  that  measure  would  aiti* 
mately,  but  surely,  lead  to  the  destruction 
of  the  regular  China  trade,  by  opening 
such  extensive  channels  toamugglingteas, 
and  other  articles,  av  no  financfel  regula- 
tions could  possibly  counteract,  the  doty 
of  about  95  per  cent,  on  teas,  and  from  36 
to  70  per  cent,  on  manufactured  goodis, 
being  stimulants  to  a  contraband  trade  too 
powerM  to  be  lucxessfolly  resisted ;  and 
that  the  petitiohert  entertain  the  most  se- 
rious apprehensions  that  this  measure,  if 
^sanctioned  by  the  legislature,  will  as- 
suredly tend  to  the  destruction  of  the  £. 
I.  Company's  China  trade,  of  a  most  ex- 
tensive and  beoaficial  branch  of  the  staple 
tnanufiaicture  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the 
deterioration  of  the  expetisife  buiUingt 
and  machinery  erected  purposely  for  its 
use,  thereby  occasioning  the  ruin,  of  very 
many  industrious  families,  and  depriting 
thousands  of  labouring  poor  of  their  moans 
of  subsistence;  and  that  the  petitioners 
are  fully  aware  of  the  specious  reasoning 
which  has  been  and  will  be  made  use  of  to 
induce  the  tegistature  to  eoncur  in  tba 
measure  of  opening  the  India  trade,  bat 
they  are  convinced  that  no  lasting  increase 
of  that  trade  would  be  obtained  thereby, 
the  Company  and  the  private  merchants 
at  present  engaged  therein  being  alt«ady 
in  the  habit  of  furnishing  the  Asiatic 
markets  with  European  goods,  and  the 
£urropean  market  with  Asiatic  prodoctions, 
to  the  fiill  extent  of  their  consnmptioO, 
a  faet  which  aptears  efficiently  proved 
by  the  very  small  proportion  of  the  ton- 
nage appt^priated  to  the  private  trad^, 
which  has  been  taken  up  by  our  private 
merchants;  and  that,  on  the  most  atteil-* 
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live  rettew  of  this  important  svliject,  the 
petitioners  ar6  fully  impressed  with  the 
belief  (bat  opening  the  trade  to  India  and 
China  to  iudifidaal  speculation,  would 
not  only  endanger  its  prosperity  but  iu 
existence ;  and  praying  the  House  not  to 
sanction  so  hazardous  an  experiment  as 
that  of  risking  a  trade  the  source  of  such 
extensive  benefits  to  the  agricultural  and 
manafiftcturing  interesu  of  this  kingdom, 
and  of  a  net  annual  revenue  to  the  state  of 
nearly  four  millions  steHing,  and  that  the 
trade  to  China  may,  on  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  be  continued  exclusively  to 
the  E.  I.  Company,  and  tliat  the  imports 
from  India  may  be  confined  to  the  port  of 
London.'' 

A  Petition  of  several  merchants,  ship* 
owners,  and  manufacturers  of  Greenock, 
was  also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

«« That  the  petitioners  laid  before  the  last 
parliament  a  Memorial  praying  for  a  par- 
ticipation  in  the  trade  to  the  eastward  of 
the  Cap^  of  Good  Hope  and  westward  of 
Cape  Horp  on  the  approaching  termi- 
nation of  the  Charter  of  the  £.  I.  C. ;  and 
,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  dissolution  of 
that  parliament,  the  petitioners  now 
humbly  address  themselves  to  the  House, 
praying  for  a  full  and  free  participation  in 
•11  the  trade  of  the  East  within  the  limiu 
of  the  Company's  Charter,  subject  only  to 
■uoh  restrictions,  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government,  as  may  be  necessary 
ibr  the  political  safety  of  India,  and  for 
the  due  collection  of  his  Majesty's  reve- 
nue; and  that  whatever  tends  to  increase 
the  foreign  trade  of  a  country,  the  great 
n\irsery  for  seamen,  goes  to  benefit  the 
nation  at  large  ;  and  that  the  opening  a 
direct  communication  between  India  and 
the  out-ports  of  this  kingdom  must  pro- 
duce a  great  increase  of  trade,  and  con- 
sequently add  to  the  number  of  persons 
required  to  carry  it  on;  and  that,  sinca 
.  the  petitioners  had  the  honour  first  to  bring 
this  important  question  into  public  notice, 
the  subject  has  been  laid  fully  before  the 
country ;  and  that  the  impolicy  and  in- 
justice of  a  renewal  of  the  monopoly  have 
been  established  by  so  many  irresistible 
arguments,  thai  the  petitioners  do  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  trespass  farther  on 
the  patience  of  the  House,  tboogh  much 
might  still  be  said  on  the  subject ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  will  therefore  conclude 
by  expressing  their  confident  hope  that 
the  House  will  not  suffer  the  voice  of  tbe 
nation  to  be  stifled  by  the  hollow  prtten- 
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sions  of  interested  individuals,  but  that 
they  will  grant  the  prayer  of  this  Petition 
by  allowing  a  participation  in  those  rights 
and  privileges  to  which  all  British  subjects 
ha?e  an  equal  and  undoubted  claim." 

A  Petition  of  the  provost,  baillies,  and 
cfouncillors  of  the  royal  borough  of  Dum« 
fries,  was  also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  last  parliament  a 
humble  Memorial  and  Petition,  stating  in 
genersll,  that  the  Charters  granted  by  par^ 
liament  at  different  periods  to  the  E.  I,  C* 
were  highly  oppressive  and  injurious  to 
the  other  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  in  as  far 
as  while  they  conferred  on  that  Company- 
extensive  powers  and  privileges,  they  li- 
mited the  capital  and  commercial  specula- 
tions of  those  other  subjects,  who  were  re- 
stricted from  interfering  with  that  Com- 
pany under  severe  pains  and  penalties, 
which  appeared  to  the  petitioners  an  im- 
politic if  not  an  invidious  distinction ;  and 
that  the  flags  of  other  nations  in  amity 
with  Great  Britain  have  been  permitted  to 
exercise  an  extensive  freedom  of  com- 
merce without  any  such  limitations  or  re- 
strictions; and  that,  from  these  and  many 
other  considerations,  the  petitioners  con- 
ceived that  a  renewal  of  the  Charter 
would  be  only  a  continuance  of  the  de- 
gradation to  the  commercial  spirit  of  the 
nation ;  and  they  prayed,  that  parliament 
in  its  wisdom  and  justice,  would  adopt 
such  measures  as  should  give  to  all  hia 
Majesty's  subjects  at  least  a  participation 
of  the  trade  and  commerce  to  the  East 
Indies  and  to  China;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners, understanding  that  a  renewal  of 
the  Charter  is  again  l>ecome  the  subject  of 
discussion  in  the  House,  now  presume 
humbly  but  constitutionally  again  to  offer 
their  sentiments  against  such  renewal  for 
many  reasons,  and  particularly  because 
the  powers  and  privileges  heretofore  vested 
in  the  £.  I.  Co.  appear  to  them  to  be  in 
direct  opposition  to  every  principle  of 
justice  and  policy ;  and  that  these  pri* 
vileges  have  been  allowed  to  foreign 
states  while  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  gene- 
ral have  been  excluded  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  any  part  of  them,  and  as  it  now 
appears,  in  the  case  of  the  United  Statea 
of  America,  these  privileges  have  contri- 
buted to  relax  the  resources  of  this  coun- 
try, and  strengthen  those  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  that  they  are  calculated  to  repress  the 
energies  and  to  interfere  with  the  title  of 
all  British  merchants  to  judge  what  is 
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best  br  Iheir  own  intemti  and  that»  at  a 
time  when  it  is  of  the  otmost  importance 
to  secure  the  peace  of  .the  commanity, 
by  afibrding  full  work  and  fair  wages  to 
the  operatiTe  classes^  when,  from  the  want 
of  semdent  vent,  the  skill  and  industry 
of  the  manafacturers  are  inadequately  oc- 
capied,  and  conseqoently  a  part  of  the 
popolation  remains  onemployed,  when  the 
prosecntion  of  an  expensire  war  renders 
it  necessary  to  adopt  every  means  for 
BOgmentiBg  the  retenne^  and  when  the 
hononr,  prosperity^  and  independence  of 
this  n^ion  depends  so  much  on  the  main- 
tenance of  its  naTal  superiority  by  encou« 
laging  a  norsery  for  seamen,  which  the 
trade  to  India  and  China  is  in  an  eminent 
degree  calcnlated  to  promote,  it  becomes 
not  only  highly  expedient  but  indispen- 
aibly  requisite  tp  open  every  legitimate 
channel  of  commerce  for  the  preservation 
not  only  of  internal  secority,  but  for  the 
jHTOsecntion  of  our  mercantile,  maritime, 
and  financial  interests  ;  and  praying,  that 
Bo  exclusive  grant  may  be  given  to  the 
trsule  with  the  countries  to  the  eastward  of 
the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  or  any  part 
thereof,  that  this  commerce  may  not  be 
confined  to  any  particular  port  of  the 
kingdom,  but  that  the  House  will,  in  iu 
wiwiom,  adopt  such  measures  as  will,  re- 
store and  secure  to  his  Majesty's  subjects 
ttiosejust  rights  and  equal  privileges  to 
which  ihey  possess  an  unquestionable 
right,  and  which  are  so  obviuusly  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  peace,  wellare,  and 
Interest  of  the  country  at  large/' 

A  Petition  of  several  merchants,  shtp« 
owners,  tradesmen,  and  other  inhabitants 
cf  Liverpool,  was  also  presented  ;  setting 
forth. 

^  That  the  petiHoners  view,  with  the 
Aost  serious  attention  and  the  ^deepest 
iaaxiety,  the  approaching  period  when 
the  exclusive  privileges  so  long  granted  tp 
the  E.  I.  Co.  will  terminate, cmceivingf  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  bis  Majesty's 
"subjects,  tb^t  their  general  interests  are 
most  importantly  connected  with  the 
measures  which  the  legislature  may  then 
stdopt;,and  that  experience  has  demon- 
■trated  that  neither  the  commercial,  inter- 
ests of  the  U'ttion.  nor  those  of  the  Com- 
pany itself,  havtt  been'  promoted  by  the 
monopolies  uhich  have  been  hitherto 
granted,  and  so  frequency  renewed  ;  and 
that  the  circumstances  of  great  embar- 
rassment in  which  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
pany have  fo  oUen  and  so  recently  been 
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placed,  and  the  loans  which  they  have  ob- 
tained from  government,  are  strong  evi* 
dences  to  this  effect,  well  known  to  the 
House,  and  contemplated  with  apprehen- 
sion and  regret  by  the  nation  at  large ; 
and  that,  while  the  merchants  of  the 
United  Kingdonrwere  virtually  excluded 
from  the  eastern  trade,  they  have  seen  a 
very  large  portion  of  it  yielded  op  to  fo- 
reign nations,  from  a  deficiency  either  in 
the  capital  or  in  the  energy  and  enter- 
prize  of  the  Company ;  and  that  the  most 
important  productions  of  India  and  China 
have  been  forced  upon  the  country  at 
prices  far  exceeding  those  at  which  they 
could  be  supplied  from  the  fiiir  competi- 
tion of  the  private  merchants,  were  the 
trade  bo  laid  open  as  to  admit  of  their  em-  , 
barking  in  it;  and  that  the  forms  restric- 
tions difficulties  and  delays,  the  unneces- 
sary detentions  and  heavy  expences,  to 
which  the  limited  private  export  trade 
(hitherto  permitted  from  London  to  India) 
has  been  subjected,  have  rendered  it  nu-' 
gatory  to  the  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers of  the  kingdom  at  large,  vexatious 
aiid  precarious  even  to  those  of  London, 
and  unproductive  therefore  of  the  na- 
tional benefits  contemplated  by  the  legis- 
lature when  the  measure  was  adopted  ; 
and  that  again  to  confine  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  trade  to  the  Company  or 
to  the  port  of  London,  would  they  humbly 
conceive,  be  most  injurious  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  kingdom  generally,  ' 
for,  as  all  equally  contribute  to  the  sup- ' 
port  of  the  state,  so  all  are  in  justice  en- 
titled to  participate  in  every  branch  of 
its  commerce ;  and  that  the  national  ad- 
vantafi^es  attendant  upon  a  general  open- 
ing of  the  trade  are  great  and  manifest,  in- 
asmuch as  it  would  give  k  new  and  requi_- 
site  field  for  the  industry  and  ingenuity  of 
our  manufacturers,  the  enterprise  of  our 
merchants,  the  employment  of  numerous 
vessels  now  dismantled  in  our  harbours, 
and  thousands  of  our  people,  who,  from  the 
state  of  our  foreign  relations,  are  at  pre- 
sent suffering  the  many  privations  neces- 
sarily occasioned  by  the  want  of  employ ; 
and  that  it  would  also  strengthen  the  mari- 
time power  of  the  nation,  our  best  dc 
fence  and  surest  barrier  against  the  ag- 
gressions of  our  enemies,  by  furnishing  it 
with  an  additional  nursery  for  its  seamen, 
and  would  augment  our  resources  by  an  ad- 
ditional revenue ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
beg  to  state  that,  should  the  export  trade 
be  permitted  from  the  out-ports,  while  the 
import  trade  is  confined  to  London,  they 
(2D) 
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bambly  cooceive  it  will  oat  only  be  an 
act  of  injustice  in  itself,  but  productive  to 
them  of  injury  rf^er  tbaq  qf  benefit; 
that  the  managemoMt  of  their  shipping, 
and  the  sale  of  their  goods^  would  by.  such 
a  regulation  be  necessarily  placed  in  the 
bands  of  agents  resident  in  London^ 
would  be  taken  from  under  their  own  su* 
perintc^nd^nce^and  incun^ber^d  with  heavy 
comn^issions  and  charg!^s«  from  whiphthe 
IiOndon  merchant  5;vould  be  exempt ;  that 
the  out-poft  shipping,  when  unloaded, 
mua^  either  be  removed  to  their  several 
pqris  at  a  heav.y  extra  expence,  or  re- 
paired and  again  fitted  opt  from  London, 
to  the  riianifest  injury  anc).  loss,  of  the 
txadesm^  and  inhabitants  generally  of  the 
places  to  which  tUey. might  respectively 
belong:  that  the  only  means  by  which 
the  nier<:hapt8  of  the  out-ports  could  free 
themseUes  from  this  great  and  oppressive 
disadvantage  would  be  by  fixing  their 
establishments  in  London,  a  measure 
which  would  in  fact  wholly  deprive  their* 
respective  towns  of  a  participation  in  the 
benefits  of  the  trade,  whilst  tlie  manufac- 
turers would  find  their  goods  loaded  with, 
the  heavy  additional  charges  attending 
tbe  transportation  of  them  to  London,  and 
the  kingdom  at  large  be  taxed  with  si- 
milar charges  in  bringing^the  productions 
of  the  East  from  London  to  the  places  of 
consumption, and  nianufacture;  and  that 
tbe  £•  L  Cq.,  continuing  to  trade  as  a 
body  of  merchants^  would  still  have  a 
cpnsiderable  advantage,  frojm  their  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  the  trade,  and  their 
existing  establishments  both  at  home  and. 
abroad;  and  that  the  port  of  London 
would  still  retain  in  her  trade  to  the  East 
that  same  preponderance  which,  by  the 
wealthy  tbe  enterprize,  and  the  influence 
of  her  merchants,  the  magnitude  of  her 
consumption,  and  the  advantages  of  her 
situation,  she  i^.  enabled  to  enjoy  in  every 
other  branch  of  our  national  commerce  ; 
and  tliat,  from  the  existing  and  practica- 
ble regulations  at  the  principal  out-ports 
the  petitioners  feel  confident  that  no  dif* 
ficulty,  whatever  would  be  experienced 
ejtiier  in  the  collection  of  the.  revenue,  or 
the  prevention  of  smuggling;  and  that 
all  representations  to  the  contrary  are  only 
attempts  to  place  an  odium  upon  the  out- 
ports,  and  create  an  unjust  and  unmerited 
prejudice  against  them  ;  and  that  the  ex- 
perience derived  from  tbe  trade  carried  on 
with  India  and  Chinaby  the  United  States 
enables  the  petitioners  to  assert  that  no 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from,  the 


cowdqct  of  the  cpewft  of  private  vesida,  a» 
it  iA  generally  admitted  that  the  orewa.of 
t.heiAmfirican  shipA>  though  not  ^ven  aub. 
ject  to  8ny  local  qontcoul  created  by 
their;  own,  government,  have  on  M  occa- 
sionacondncted  them3eJv.ea  without  giving 
ofienpe  or  receiving-  interruption ;  the 
crews.ofjpfwate  VB««d3  also  being  iji  pro- 
portion to  their  tonnage  loss  i»im«roiii» 
their  conduct  is  more  emWy  watched,  and 
their  irregularitiesi  pmvbnted ;  but  that^  aa 
a  farther  security,  the  British  ships  mdq/t 
be  pitted  under  the  direction  of  propec 
ufficenSf  who,  at  the  same  time  aopeim* 
tending  the  shipment  of  the  cargo  at  the 
different  ports  and  places,(  would.be  cna* 
bled  to  furpishsuoh  manifests  as  would  in* 
crease  the  difficulty  of  smuggling,  and  the 
consequent  protection  of  the  revenue; 
and  that  the  petitioners  humbly  conceive 
that  less  jealousy  is  to  be  apprehended- 
from  the  Chinese  government,  should  the 
trade  be  opened  to  thp  shipping  of  the. 
United  Kingdom,  than  when  confined  to 
the  large  and  warlike  vessels  of  the  Com- 
pany,  the  apparent  property  of  a  trading 
body,  who  ace  likewise  powerful  neigh- 
bouring sovereigns  ;  but  experience  also 
evinces  that  the  government  of  China  is 
more  attentive  to  tbe  advantages  derived 
from  foreign  commerce,  than  to  tbe  con- 
sideration of  the  question  by  whom  that 
commerce  is  conducted  ;  and  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  trade  being  opened,  the  peti- 
tioners repose  implicit  confidence  in  the^ 
House  for  forming  such  laws  and  regulations 
to  controul  the  conduct  of  those  merchants, 
traders,  and  others,  whose  concerns  will 
require  their  residence  in  tbe  difierent 
parts  of  tbe  Indian  empire,  as  may  pro- 
tect them  from  all  oppression  or  undue  in- 
terference in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  their 
commercial  objects,  and  at  the  same  time 
prevent  them  from  attempting  to  distnrjb 
or  oppose  the  existing  lawful  authorities, 
or  by  any  improper  means  to  hazard 
ail  encroachment  on  tbe  known  habits 
and  prejudices  of  tbe  people  of  India; 
and  that  the  petitioners  therefore,  reposing 
entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice of  the  House,  do  most  humbly  pray, 
that  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  £.  I. 
Co«  to  trade  with  the  countries  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  may  BOt 
be  renewed  in  whole  or  in  parti  btit 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as 
will  secure  to  tbe  merchants  ship  owners 
manufacturers. and  traders  of  the  United 
Kingdom  a  free  trade  with  ail  the  coim- 
tries  so  situated,  sui^ectoply  to  such  rego« 
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latiotu  at  may  be  necastry  for  tbe  poll- 
tical  tafety  of  India,  and  ibe  protection  of 
his  Majet ty*8  revenue/' 

A  Petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  Li?er' 
fKM>l  Docks»  was  also  presemed;  setting: 
forth, 

'*  That  the  port  of  Liverpool  has,  in 
•the  coarse  of  little  more  than  a  century, 
^m  iCis  peculiar  local  advanta^s,  and  by 
the  vnterprisiDg  ^>irit  of  its  inhabitants, 
raiMd  itself  from  the  situation  of  an  bum- 
ble fishing  town  to  the  distinguished  rank 
and  importance  of  the  second  port  in  the 
kingdom  ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  whose 
province  it  is  to  provide  and  mainmin  the 
requisite  accomniodation  for  the  shipping 
resorting  to  that  port,  hare,  at  various 
times,  under  the  authority  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  as  the  increase'  of  the  trade  de- 
manded, erected  extensive  docks  and 
other  conveniences  for  the  shipping  inte- 
rests of  the  town,  and  that,  urged  by  the 
merchants  at  large  three  years  ago,  when 
their  trade  was  in  great  prosperity,  the 
pelitfOHiars  lately  obuinied  fronvpariiament 
powm-s  for  the  further  improvement  bf 
the  pert,  and  that  in  consideration,  not 
•Bty  of  the  exinting  want  of  aocommoda- 
tien  in  the  docks  for  general  purposes, 
but  anticipating  also  the  period  wheli 
the  rights  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
Liverpool,  in  common  with  all  other  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  to  a  free  trade  with 
the  East  Indies  would  be  recognized,  the 
patitioners  hare  commenced  various  works 
upon  an  extensive  Acale  calculated  to 
meet  the  vast  accession  of  trade  which,  as 
they  horably  conceive,  would  be  the  re« 
sok  of  such  a  syMem  ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners therefore,  anxious  for  the  prospe- 
rity of  the  important  trusts  oosMttittied  to 
th«m,  and  confiding  in  the  justice  of  Ihe 
House,  most  humbly  intreat  that  they  will 
addpt  such  measures  as  to  the'nr  wisdom 
sliall  seem  best  for  obtaiuitig  to  the  port 
of  Liverpool,  as  well  as  to  the  rlMt  of  the 
United  kmgdom,  a  participation  of  the 
trade  with  oar  eastern  possessions  hitherto 
solel}*'  enjoyed  by  the  East  India  Com^ 
pany.*-.  '      ^ 

I  A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  baiUA,  and 
hurgessee,  df  Liverpool,  invottncil  as- 
semtited,  was  aMo  pres^nlted ;  setting 
forth, 

'«  That  the  petitioners  conc^e  thrit  the 
Mbjticta  of  these  #ealms  fioMss  an  itthe- 
tentriglit  to  a  fVee  int^rcotfrse  of  trade 
iMik  -all^  4thar  nali&jia  md  ^t^tmiH^  in 


amity  with  this,  subjectoilly  tosuchregv- 
latioDs  as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving 
a  good  understanding  with  those  countries, 
and  for  securing  to  our  own  the  revenues 
derivable  from  such  intercourse ;  and  that 
the  monopoty  of  the  £.  L  Company,  how^ 
ever  expedient  or  necessary  at  the  period 
of  their  first  charter,  is,  as  the  petitionei^ 
humbly  conceive,  in  the  present  state  of 
commerce  and  of  the  world,  no  longer  so, 
and  it  is  moreover  inconsistent  with  those 
principles  which  are  universally  admitted 
to  be  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  coro<- 
merce;  and  that  erery  other  nation  of 
Europe  being,  by  the  signal  success  of  his 
Majesty's  arms,  deprived  of  all  territorjr 
atid  influence  in  the  East  Indies,  as  well 
as  of  all  means  of  annoyance  to  the  navi- 
gation of' those  seas,  an  ample  field  is  now 
open  for  the  exertion  of  British  skill  and 
enterprise,  and  for  the  investment  of  that 
capital  which  is  rendered  in  a  great  mea- 
sure useless  in  those  channels  of  tradb 
where  it  has  heretofore  been  employed  J 
and  that  the  petitianers^  as  the  guardian^ 
of  the  interests  of  the  town  of  Liverpool, 
while  they  lament  the  distressing  suspen- 
sion of  its  commerce  at  this  juncture,  can- 
not but  indulge  a  sanguine  hope  th^t  the 
sera  is  arrived  which  presents  to  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  Liverpool  in  com- 
mon with  those  of  every  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire,  new  and  btighter  prospects 
in  the  participation  of  a  traffic  from  which 
they  have  hitherto  been  excluded ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  disclaim  any  wish  to 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  E.  I.  Com- 
pany, which  they  apprehend  may  be 
maintained  inviolate  without  the'corttinua- 
tion  of  a  system  that  infHnges  the  privi- 
leges of  others ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
therefore  reposing  entire  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  House,  hum- 
bly intreat  that  they  will  be  pleased  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  secure  to  the 
merchants  of  the  port  of  Liverpool  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  free  trade  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
may  be  heard,  by  their  counsel  or  agents, 
upon  this  subject  at  the  bar  of  the  Honse.^ 

A  Petition  <6f  the  provost,  magistrates, 
and  town  council  of  the  royal  burgh  of 
Montrose,  in  council  assembled,  was  also 
pk^sfented  j  setting  forth, 

-■*'  That  the  petitioners  are  informed  that 
th^  '^ast  India  Company  have  apfilied  to 
pairliament  for  a  renewal  of  their  charter, 
and  they  beg  leave  respectfiilly  to  convey 
th  the  House  their  sentiments  on  a  subject 
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of  such  importance  to  the  empire  ;  and 
that  the  experience  of  past  times  has 
pjoved  beyond  all  dispute  the  baneful  ef* 
fects  of  monopolies,  and  the  petitioners 
think  they  are  sufficiently  warranted  in 
asserting  that  while  the  monopoly  hither- 
to enjoyed  by  the  £.  I.  Company  has  pre- 
cluded the  private  merchant  from  partici- 
pating in  the  trade,  it  has  been  far  from 
operating  to  the  advantage  of  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  that  the  petitioners  do  not  mean 
to  suggest  any.  thing  to  the  House  with 
regard  to  the  government  of  the  Com- 
pany's possessions  in  India,  but  they 
would  humbly  propose,  that  the  exclu- 
sive privileges  of  the  Company  should 
not  be  renewed,  and  that  the  trade  to 
the  extensive  countries  between  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Ma- 
gellan should  be  laid  open  to  the  com- 
mercial enterprize  of  all  the  subjects  of 
the  empire ;  and  that  it  appears  extremely 
unreasonable  if  not  unjust,  that  the  subjects 
oi  other  governments  in  amity  with  Britain 
should  be  admitted  to  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  British  possessions  in 
India,  while  the  subjects  of  Britain  are  ex- 
cluded ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are  hum- 
bly of  opinion,  that  the  admission  of  a  free 
trade  with  the  countries  comprehended 
under  the  exclusive  grant  of  the  £.  I. 
Company  will  afford  an  extensive  field 
fof  the  employment  of  mercantile  talents 
and  capital,  and  be  productive  of  the 
greatest  benefit  to  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest of  the  country ;  and  they  are  likewise 
of  opinion  that  Leith,  the  port  of  the  capi- 
tal of  Scotland,  should  be  included  in  the 
number  of  places  to  which  importation 
should  be  allowed;  and  praying  the  House 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  render  it 
'  lawful  for  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
from  and  after  the  expiry  of  the  India 
Company's  present  charter,  to  carry  on 
from  such  places  as  shall  be  judged  neces- 
sary, a  free  and  unlimited  trade  with  the 
British  possessions  in  India  and  with  the 
countries  situated  to  the  East^f  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  to  the  West  of  Cape 
Horn." 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants,  ship-owners, 
&c.  of  Scarborough,  was  also  presented  ; 
setting  forth, 

"  That  as  it  is  expected  that  the  ap- 
proaching expiration  of  the  £.  I.  Com- 
pany's charter  will  occupy  the  early  at- 
tention of  the  House,  the  petitioners  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  state  their  hopes  and 
wishes  on  that  important  subject ;  and  that 
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the  petitioilers  are  fully  persuaded,  that  if 
the  trade  to  the  British  dominions  in  lodis, 
and  to  the  immense  and  populous  couq* 
tries  included  in  the  charter,  were  laid 
open*to  the  skill,  industry,  ai|d  capitaf  of 
private  merchants,  it  would  be  conducted 
with  a  degree  of  energy  and  economy  of 
which  a  large  public  body  is  incapid>le, 
new  channels  of  commerce  would  be  dit« 
covered,  the  consumption  of  our  roannbe^ 
tures  would  be  extended,  and  ourahippiog 
increased,  to  the  advantage  of  the  parties 
concerned,  and. the  permanent  aogoienta* 
tion  of  the  wealth,  power,  and  re!«oorcei 
of  the  British  empire ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners do  therefore  humbly  request,  that 
the  House  would  be  pleased  to  adopt  sock 
measures  as  they  may  m  their  wiitdom 
think  fit  for  granting  to  all  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  after  the  expiration  of  the  £.  !• 
Company's  charter,  a  free  trade  to  China/*. 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.    ^ 

Petitions  against  thb  Claims  op  ths 
Roman   Cathoucs — fuom  the  Clerot, 

&C.   OP  HUDDBRSFIELO— *TBB  MaT^B.  &C. 

OF  Leeds — the  AacflOEACoN  and  Clugt 
OF  THE  East  Riding  op  York— tbs 
Dean  and  CnAPTBa  of  Chistbe— >thx 
Magistrates  of  Bolton — the  Deam 
AND  Chapter  of  Cablislb— and  thb 
Mayor,^  &c.  of  Cambridge.]  A  Petiiioa 
of  several  of  the  clergy,  gentry,  and  inha* 
bitants  of  Huddersfield,  was  presented; 
setting  forth, 

**  That  while  the  petitioners  fully  con- 
fide in  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  tber 
consider  the  question  relating  to  the  Foptah 
Claims  to  be  one  which  demands  the  most 
anxious  attention  of  every  friend  to  the 
Protestant  religion  and  to  Protestant  Bri« 
tain^  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
sent disturbed  state  of  their  part  of  the 
country  (a  state  verging  upon  open  rebel- 
lion}  might  suggest  th^  propriety  of  for* 
bearing  to  agitate,  in  that  neighbourhood, 
any  question  pf  great  public  interest,  they 
conceive  that  no  fear  of  merely  local  in- 
convenience or  personal  risk  ought  to  pre- 
vent  the  expression  of  their  sentiments  oa 
this  most  important  sobiect;  and  that» 
since  the  despotic  principles  of  Popery 
are  repugnant  to,  the  spirit  of  Bri- 
tish freedom,  firmly  secured  and  wiaelr 
circumscribed  by  the  laws,  and  since  all 
who  differ  in  religious  opinion  and  prac* 
tiee  from  the  Papists  (who  themselves,  in 
points  essential,  are  at  variance  with  tte 
Holy  Scriptares),  are  by  them  declared 
her^ticBi  wd  U  is  an  eaUUiihed  ICMI  Willi 
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them,   «« That  no  h\th  is  to  be  kept  with 
heredci  !*'  it  is  eten  held  to  be  a  praise- 
worthy act  to  pat  a  heretic  to  death,  since 
abiolutkm  from  the  worst  of  crimes,  crimes 
most  injnrtoiis  to  society,  may  by  them 
be  obtained  with  ease  ;    since  these  and 
other  equally  dangerous  principles  have 
already,  in  rormer  days,  been  acted  upon 
to  a  terrific  extent,  written  in  large  cha- 
racters of  blood  and  flame ;  and  as  it  ap* 
pears,  from  their  recent  declarations,  they 
•re  still  maintained  and  opheld,  because,  as 
it  is  positively  asserted,  the  Roman  Caiho* 
lie  religion  always,  remains  the  same ;  and 
therefore  the  only  assignable  reason  why 
tbey  are  not  now  acted  upon  is  the  want 
of  power ;   and  that  the  petitioners  look 
upon  the  demands  now  made  by  the  Pa* 
pists  (of  admission  to  places  of  high  trust 
and  power  in  the  stato,  not  only  without 
any  pledges  of  security  to  the  present  es- 
tablished order  of  things  in  these  realms, 
but  followed  by  a  positive  refusal  of  any 
such  pledges,)  as  destructive  if  acceded 
to,  or  the    invaluable    privileges    which 
they   enjoy— privileges,   the   sanctioned 
birthright  of  Protestant  Britons— and  that, 
aince  the  Supremacy  of  the  Pope,  and  his 
power  to  absoife  subjects  from  their  alle« 
giance  to  their  lawful  so? ereign,  are  still 
maintained  by  the  Papists,  the  petitioners 
cannot  formally  accede  to  these  demands, 
which,  if  granted,  would  enable  them  to 
act  upon  those  principles,  without  virtual- 
ly  renouncing  their  allegiance  to  their 
lawful  sotereign,  without  forgetting  all 
the  virtues  which  hare  adorned,  with  so 
moch  splendor,  the  venerable  head   of 
their  beloved  monarch,  that  truly  firm, 
conscientious,  and  undaunted  defeikler  of 
the  Protestant  faith,  who  has  laboured  for 
the  happiness  of  his  people  unremittingly 
daring  a  Ions  reign  of  more  than  half  a 
centpry,  and  to  whose  tmbending  integ- 
rity they  are  indebted,  under  Almighty 
God,  for  the  happy  exemption  which  they 
enjoy .iirom  those  horrors  under  which  the 
rest  of  Europe  so  deeply  groans,  that,  sen« 
aible  of  the  inestimable  privileges,  both 
civil  and  religious,  with  which  we  are  fa- 
Toured  beyond  every  other  nation  upon 
earth,  to  secure,  if  possible,  their  CQUti- 
Buance,  is  a  duty  which  the  petitioners 
feel  that  they  owe  to  themselves,  who  ex- 
perience their  value,  to  their  ancestors, 
who  purchased  them  with  their  blood,  and 
to  their  posterity,  who    may  naturally 
daiin  them  at  their  hands ;   and  praying 
that  the  House  will  be  pleased  to  watch 
with  a  most  jealous  eye  oyer  every  altera* 


tion  of  the  existing  laws,  and  to  shield  the 
civil  and  rdigious  establishments  of  these 
realms  from  the  eflects  of  those  plausible 
professions  of  liberality  and  charity  which 
are  too  often  urged  to  conceal  designs  to 
which  the  state  cannot  but  receive  irrepa* 
able  damage/' 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
assistants  of  Leeds,  in  common  hall  as* 
sembled,  was  also  presented;  setting 
forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  entertain  a  high  ' 
and  grateful  sense  of  the  blessings  they 
enjoy  under  the  constitotion  by  law  estab- 
lished  in  Church  and  State,  to  the  main- 
tenance of  which  they  can  look  with  con« 
fidence  so  long  only  as  the  offices  of  the 
state  are  administered  by  persons  attechect 
to  the  constitution  from  principle,  and 
ready  to  submit  to  those  tesu  of  their  at« 
techment  required  by  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors ;  and  that  under  these  impres- 
sions  the  petitioners  cannot  view  without 
alarm  the  reiterated  attempts  of  a  part  of 
his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  to 
procure  the  removal  of  all  bars  to  their 
filling  the  highest  offices  in  the  various 
departments  under  goTemment,  in  com* 
mon  with  his  Majesty's  Protestant  sub« 
jects ;  and  that  the  petitioners  have  wit-~ 
nessed  with  satislkction  the  repeal  of  the 
laws  restraining  the  Roman  Catholics  in 
the  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  the 
extension  to  them  of  many  important  pri- 
vileges during  his  Majesty's  mild  and  be« 
neficent  reign,  but  the  petitioners  know 
of  no  change  in  their  tenets,  nothing  con- 
ciliating in  the  temper  with  which  they 
advance  their,  pretensions,  no  concession 
which  they  are  willing  to  make  for  the 
security  of  the  established  religion,  which 
can  justify  the  Roman  Catholics  in  their 
claims  to  further  political  power;  and 
they  humbly  conceive  that  the  admis* 
sion  of  these  would  be  a  virtual  acknow* 
ledgment  that  there  is  no  necessary  con- 
nection between  Church  and  State,  that 
the  Act  of  Settlement  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed, and  that  the  great  pillars  on  which 
our  ancestors  raised  our  glorious  constito* 
tion  are  no  longer  necessary  for  its  sup- 
port :  and  that  the  petitioners  therefore 
humbly  entreat  the  House  to  allav  the 
foars  of  his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects 
by  refusing  to  comply  with  the  Ckjms  <rf 
the  Roman  Catholics,  and  by  resistfng  all 
encroachments  upon  that  constitotion 
under  which  these  realms  have  so  long 
and  happily  flgoridied/^^ 
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A  Petition  of  the  archdeacoo  aod  clergy 
within  the  archdeaconry  of  the  East 
Riding  of  York>  was  afep  presented;  set- 
tmg  forth, 

"  That  the  pelitioners,  always  desirous 
of  ei^pressing  their  entire  confidence  in 
the  protection  which  the  wisdom  of  par- 
liament has  uniformly  extended  to  the 
Church  established  in  this  United  King- 
dom, feel  themselves  called  upon,  by  the 
repeated  claims  of  th^  Roman  Catholics, 
to  offer  their  sentiments,  wiih  the  greatest 
deference^  concerning  a  subject  of  svch 
vast  importance  to4he  public  welfare ;  and 
tbatth^y  perceive  with  regret,  that  al- 
though the  kindest  and  most  indulgent 
toleration  has  been  granted,  demands  are 
now  brought  forwara  of  a  very  alarming 
nature,  no  less  than  an  equal  participation 
qf  power,  |]^  less  than  an  unnualified  ad- 
mission into  all  the  offices  oi  state ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  humbly  represent  to 
the  House  their  decided  opinion,  that  the 
conoession  of  such  demands  would  be  sub- 
versive of  th<d  first  principles  of  that  con- 
stitution which  was  matured  at  the  glo^ 
riouB  period  of  the  Revolution,  when  the 
Protestant  faith  and  worship  were  happily 
preserved  by  those  wise  laws  which  are 
justly  considered  as  the  bulwark  of  our 
censtittttion ;  and  they  renuirk  with  grato- 
fol  evolution^  that  the  experience  of  more 
t^n  a  eentury  has  endeared  to  them  • 
system  of  religion  which  has  withstood  the 
speculations  of  modern  theory,  and  which 
they  piray  may  be  perpetuated  to  them 
Wdd  their  latest  posterity ;  and  tliat  they 
entertain  no  other  sentiments  than  these 
of  charity  and  affection  towards  Christians 
of  all  denominations ;  but,  judging  of  the 
future  by  the  past,  they  beg  leave  to  inti- 
mate their  apprehensions  of  danger  to  the 
Protestant  religion  .from  any  further  con- 
cessions to  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow 
soiree ts  (  and  they  trust  and  hope,  there- 
fore, that  no  measures  will  be  adopted  that 
.  will  grant  the  estercise  of  political  autho- 
rity to  those  of  hi^  Majesty's  subjects  whe 
p^y  implicit  obedience  to  any  foreign 

JL  Petition  "^of  the  dean  and  chapter  o^f 
the  cathedral  church  of  Chester,  and  tbe 
parocbiMand  other  clergy  of  the  city  and 
neighbourhood  of  Chester,  was -also  pre- 
sented ;  aettcng  forth, 

''  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  repren 
sent  respeotfolly,bnt  Atthe  sametiuM  ear« 
iiesthr^  their  firm  opinion,  that  the  statutes 
whicQ  exclude  persons  livii%  in  oommo* 
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nion  with  the  Chrireh  of  Rome  fVem  situa- 
tions of  trust  endipoweriHre  to  bb  regarded 
as  the  fences  of  our  constitution  in  Church 
and  State;  and  that,  therefore,  those 
statutes  cannot  be  repealed  without  ex- 
treme danger  to^  both,  even  if  it  were 
certain  that  the  evils  which  the  petitiooen 
should  apprehend  from  such  i^peal  would, 
in  the  first  instance,  directly  afiect  only 
our  Church,  yet  they  are  persuaded  it 
would  appear  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Houses 
that  whatever  nieasore  defected  the  Church 
directly  could  not  feil  te  afiect  at  least  in- 
direotly  the  well  being  of  the  state,  but 
that  the  evils  to  the  stote  vrould  not  he  felt 
merely  in  an  ittdiiie€t«ianner,  as  they  ate 
persuaded  that  theinepeal  of  the  restrictive 
statutes,  instelid'ef.producing  union  in  af^ 
fections,  would  in  the  end  Widen  beyond 
measure  existing  bveeobes,  and  woold,  by 
introducing  opposition  of  interesls,  incro» 
duce  confusion  into  dter  public  eooncils ; 
and  thdt  the  petitioners  therefore  humbly 
inUreat  the  Heuae,  by  the  distinguished 
blessings  which,  through  the  Divine  fa^ 
vour,  this  nation  enjoys  under* our  present 
unrivalled  constitution,  tbe  preservatmi 
of  which  IS,  under  Providence,  entrusted 
to  the  care  of  the  House,  that  they  will  he 
intmovable  in  resistii^  every  attempt  to 
procore  the  repeal  ^  meUites,  en  the  con^ 
titioance  of  whioh  iik  ferce  the. petitioners 
believe  the  public  welfaireand  even  safety 
to  depend*' ' 

A  Petition  of  the  magistfates,  clergy, 
and  other  inhlibitants  of  difierent  deno* 
minattons  of  Protestant  Christians  in  the 
towir  add  neighbourhood  of  Bolton^ le- 
Moors,  was  also  presented ;  setting  fenbi 

^' That  the  petitioners  are  deeply  hn- 
pressied  with  a  sense  of  the  happiness  and 
security  they  enjoy,  by  the  blessing  of 
Divine  Providence,  under  the  British  oon* 
siitution>  and,  with  such  an  impression, 
they  cannot  view,  without  much  concern 
and  apprehension,  the  concession»of  those 
unqualified  elatms  so  repeatedly  stnd  se 
urgently  made  by  their  Roma^  Cathoiie 
fellow  subjects  ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
are  not  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  prejudice  or 
of  intolerance,  yet,  mindful  of  the  prin* 
ciples  established  at  the  Refermatien  end 
the  Revolution,  they  think  that  nhef 
should  ill  tiischarge  the  doty  which  "Ihey 
owe  to  theaMelves,  to  their  country,  and 
to  poflterity,  did  they,  not  express  their 
deliberate  and  decided  opinion,  that,  to 
admit  Roman  Catholics  to  a  full  pardcipe* 
tioB  of  poUticcri  pofPCTi  under,  n  eoastlttt* 
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tfODjMirelSF  P^oteiUdt^  would  be  abfokitely 
tiiconsiM«nt  not  onlj  v^ttki'  itM  spirit,  but 
vrith  it»  safety  andslebiiity ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  are  led<t0  theabove  conclu- 
ftioQ-  prmof pally  lree»  a-  oonsideratton-  of 
the  pecuiiuroatare'ot'the  Rd¥«Mn  Catholic 
religkini  more  espeoially  those  doctrines 
which  relate  to* Papal- 8u||femaoy,  psissive 
eb^ience,  and  exclostte  M^vation ;  they 
hafe  obserTedv  tha^  in  oon^qoence  of 
these  doctrines^  the  RemaeCfttholic  reli- 
gion has  ever  beeii'  hostile  ta  civil  and 
religioMft  liberty»tolefatlng  no^pinions  but 
its.  own,  and  persecuting  all  who  subscribe 
not  to  its  creed ;  atid>  knowing  that  its 
principles  are  still  unchanged  and  un- 
changeable, the  petitioners,  as  Protestants, 
have  nothing  to  anticipate,  should  Roman 
Catholics  ever  obtain  that  ascendency, 
which,  when  once  admitted  to  political 
power,  they  will  never  cease  to  seek,  but  a 
revivahof  the  intolerance  and  persecotioti 
of  former  ages  ;  they  feef  for  themselves, 
and  th^  tremble  for  their  posterity  ;  and 
therefore,  praying  earnestly  bat  respect- 
fully, that  the  House  would  be  pleased 
not  to  concede  the  claims  now  made  by 
the  Roman  Catholics,  as  they  conceive  no 
^safeguards  can  be  devised  for  the  security 
of  the  constitution  equal  to  those  which 
were  established  by  the  wise  and'  vigilant 
precaution  of  our  ancestors/^ 

A  i^etition  of  the  dean  and  chapter  and 
<^^wgy  of  the  diocese  of  Carlisle,  and  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Carlisle  add  its 
vicinity,  was  also  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  ap- 
proach the  House  with  the  expression  of 
their  most  sincere  attachment  to  the' 
Church  of  England,  as  it  is  now  by  law 
established,  .and,  at  the  same  time  to  ex- 
press their  regard  for  the  civil  And  reli- 
ipous  rights  of  mankind,  and  their  wish 
that  a  complete  TeUgious-  toleration  may 
always  be  enjoyed  by  every  class  of  their 
dissenting -brethren;  and  llrtit  strongly, 
however,  as  they  are  impressed  with  these 
sentitoentSi  they  cannot  bui  view  wfth 
anxiety  and  dread  the  renewed  and  in-^ 
creasing  exeriKins'  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  England  and-  in  Ireland,  especially  as 
the  o^ects  wbich,.  by  their  own  confes- 
sion, they  now  aim  at,  are  not  toleration, 
but  power,  not  religious  emancipation^  bat 
political  equality,  claims  w^ich  ought 
never  to  be  conceded,  and  which  wo<ild, 
i4  their  necessary  consequences,  under- 
mine the  foundations  of  every  Protestant 
eetablishment;   and  that  the  petitioners. 


therefor^,  rely  wHh  confidence  oa  the 
firmness  of  ihe>  House,  trusting  that  they 
v^ill  not  consent  to  remote  those  bovndari^ 
which  the  piety  and  the  wisdom  of  oor 
forefathers  have  erected,  boundaries  no 
less  necessary  now  than  ever  for  the*  pro* 
tection  and  existence  of  the  Church,  and 
with  it  of  the  State/' 

A  Petition  o£  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
common  councilmenj,  bajliflb,  and  bur« 
gesses,  of  Cambridge,  was  also  presented; 
setting  forth, 

•'  Tliat  the  petitioners  are  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction,  that  man^ 
being  a  free  and  accountable  agent,  has  a 
right  to  liberty  of  conscience  in  all  matters 
of  religious  opinion  and  woi^hip.  provided 
that  he  intermixes  not  with  his  religrous 
tenets  principles  which,  are  calculated  to 
subvert  the  laws-and  endanger  the  welfare 
of  society ;  and  that,  such  being  the  sen- 
timents of  the  petitioners,  they  have  wit- 
nessed with  pleasure  the  amelioration  in 
the  condition  of  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow 
subjects,  which  hf^s  been  imparted  to  theot 
in  the  mild  spirit  of  toleration,  during  th0~ 
present  reign;  and  the  petitioners  hail 
with  satisfaction  the  prospect  of  that  period 
when  still  greater  immunities  may  be 
granted  to  them,  und.er  those  safeguards, 
which,  as  Protestants,  we  are  bound  to 
require,  and  which  their  warmest  advo- 
cates admit  to  be  of  vital  importance  for 
the  security  of  our  constitution ;  and  thafr 
the  petitioners  have  understood' it,  how- 
ever, to  have  been  declared  by  the  bead^ 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  hi  Ireland; 
that  they  cannot  assent  to  any  safeguarj^ 
that  may  be  deemed  essential' for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  Protestant  establishment, 
for  want  of  that  free  access  to  the  Pdpe» 
which  It  is  impossible  for  them  to  have 
during  his  present  state  of  duress,  and 
therefore  the  petitioner^  most  strongly  de- 
precate the  agitation  of  a  question  which 
can  orriy  tend  to  irritate  and  inflame,  and 
the  object  of  whi(^h  cannot,  as  the  petl* 
tioners  conceive,  under  these  considera- 
tions, be  conceded  ;  and  that  they  deeply 
lament  that  the  Roman  Catholics  have  rfe- 
solved  to  urge  their  request  at  so  inauspi- 
cious a  crisis,  but,  as  they  learn  that  it  wilt 
shortly  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  they  feel  it  a  duty  that  they 
owe  to  their  country,  to  themselves,  and' 
their  posterity,  to  appear  before  the  House, 
as  petitioners  against  claims  which  are  so 
injudiciously  intended  to  be  preferred 
under  such  circumstances,  and  they  rely 
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with  confidence  that  the  collectir^  wisdom 
of  the  legislature  will  adopt  such  measures 
qf  internal  regulation  and  provision  as  may 
be  calculated  to  increase  the  comforts  of 
our  fellow  subjects  in  Ireland,  and  enable 
tbem  to  participate  to  the  utmost  extent 
in  the  blessings  which  in  England  we  en- 
joy." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Tuadoj/y  February  9. 
Petitions  against  the  renewal  of  the 
Easjt  India  Company's  Charter  were  pre- 
sented by  lord  Melville  from  Edinburgh 
and  Greenock,  and  one  from  Devonshire 
by  lord  RoUe. — Petitions  from  Harwich 
ai|d  Warrington  against  the  Catholic 
Claims,  were  also  presented. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  February  9. 

Petitions  against  tub  Claims  op  the 
Bom  AN  Catholics— FROM  Warrington— 
THE  Clergy  op  JSt.  David — and  the 
Precentor  and  Canons  of  St.  Davids.^ 
A  Petition  of  several  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Warrington, 
was  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  hiye  for  some 
time  past  considered  the  claims  so  repeat- 
edly urged  by  the  Roman  Catholic  sub- 
jects of  this  empire  with  feelings  not 
merely  of  surprise,  but  of  considerable 
alairm,  and  that  the  same  appear  to  the 
petitioners  to  be  fraught  with  the  greatest 
danger  to  our  invaluable  constitution  in 
church  and  state ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
view  the  concessions  hitherto  made  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  as  giving  them  every  re- 
ligious and  political  liberty  consistent  with 
the  security  of  the  re^m,  and  that  conse- 
quently any  further  innovation  in  the  es- 
tablished laws  of  the  country  ought  to  be 
strenuously  opposed  by  every  effort  in 
our  power ;  and  that,  regarding  the  ques- 
tion i^  this  light,  the  petitioners  pray  the 
House  siedfastly  to  uphold  the  principles 
on  which  they  consider  the  safety  of 
the  empire  to  depend  by  wholly  rejecting 
ttll  fiirther  consideration  ot  the  subject, 
past  events  havmg  saiitfied  thetn,  that  hi- 
therto concession  has  only  created  fresh 
demands." 

A  Petition  of  the  clergy  of  the  arch- 
deacMiiry  of  Si.  Ddvid's  was  also  pre* 
senttii ;  betting  forth. 
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''That  the  petitioners  having  heard 
with  great  anxiety  of  the  renewed  exer- 
tions which  their  Roman  Catholic  fellow 
subjects  are  making  for  the  abolition  of 
all  those  tests  which  onr  forefathers  judged 
to  be  necessary  for  the  aecurity  of  the 
Protestant  establishment  in  chnrch  and 
state ;  and  being  impressed  with  a  deep 
conviction  of  the  inestimable  value  of  tba 
Protestant  religion  as  professed  by  the. 
Church  of  Enf^and,  and  that  it  islh>t  leaa 
valuable  to  us  than  it  vras  to  our  ancestors, 
who  established  it,  and  being  fully  per« 
suaded  that  the  corruptions  of- Popery,, 
which  our  piooi  and  venerable  Reformers, 
laboured  to  eradicate,  and  resisted  unto 
death,  have  not  changed  their  character, 
but  are  still  equally  inimical  to  national  11-. 
berty  and  to  the  Protestant  faith,  do  hen* 
bly  pray  that  the  House  will  in  their  wia«. 
dom  not  remove  any  restrictions  which, 
are  essential  to  the  security  of  the  Protea-. 
tant  establishment,  nor  grant  any  conces- 
sions which  can  in  any  way  endanger  the 
blessings  of  the  Reformation." 

A  Petition  of  the  precentor  and  canons 
of  the  most  ancient  church  of  St.  David, 
was  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  being  individual- 
ly bound  by  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to 
our  sovereign  and  the  maintenance  of  his. 
absolute  Supremacy,  in  all  causes  eccle- 
siastical as  well  as  jcivil,  in  these  his  do- 
minions, esteem  it  to  be  their  duty,  in  obe-- 
dience  to  those  oaths,  earnestly,  yet  hum- 
bjy^  to  request  of  the  House,  that  while, 
they  grant  all  reasonable  immunities  to  the 
Romanists,  they  keep  inviolate  that  sacred 
constitution  of  our  government  which  hat 
raised  this  kingdom  to  a  preponderwice  in 
the  scale  of  nations;  and  that  they  do  not^ 
allow  any  persons  whomsoever  to  be  ex- 
empted from  such  restrictions  as  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  security  of  the  established 
Church." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  tbb  Mbrcuamts  op 
Lynn  against  thb  Renewal  of  tbb 
East  India  Company's  Cbarter.]  A 
Petition  of  the  merchants, ship-owners,  and 
traders  of  King's  Lynn,  was  presented ; 
setting  forth, 

*'  That,  as  it  is  expected  that  the  ap- 
proaching expiration  of  the   E.  L  Com- 
pany's charter  will  occupy  the  early  at- 
tention of  the  House,  the  petitioners  beg . 
leave  respectfully  to  state  tbeir  hopes  and  . 
wishes  on  that  important  subject  ^  and  thai . 
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they  am  fuUy  persuaded,  that  if  the  trade 
to  the  British  dominions  in  India  and   to 
the  immense  and  populous  countries  in- 
cluded in  the  charter  were  laid  open  to 
the  skill,  industry,  and  capital  of  pri^rate 
merchants,  it  would   be  conducted  with  m 
degree  of  energy  and  economy  of  which  a 
large  public  body  is  incap^ftble,  new  chan* 
iiel9  of  commerce  would  be  discovered,  the 
consumption  of  our  manufactures  would 
be  extended,  and  our  shipping  increased 
to  the  advantage  of  the  parties  concerned, 
and  the  permanent  augmentation  of  the 
wealth,  power,  and  resources  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire ; '  and  that  the  extensive  and 
^ouriBhing  commerce  which  the  citizens  of 
America  have  carried  on  for  several  years 
with  India,  and    particularly    with    the 
Chinese  empire,  without  any  sort  of  re- 
straint, is  a  proof  that  these  expectations 
of  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  from  the 
exertions  of  private  individuals  are  not  un- 
founded ;    and   that  the    petitioners  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  represent,  that  any 
partial  modification  of  the  trade  would,  in 
their  opinion,  fall  extremely  short  of  those 
advantages  which  would  accrue  from  the 
total  abolition  of  the  existing  monopoly, 
and  they  do  therefore  humbly  and  earnest- 
ly deprecate  any  continuation  of  the  Com- 
pany s  exclusive   privilege  in  the  com- 
merce with  China ;  and  that  they  are  fully 
convinced  that  it  cannot^  ip  any  degree, 
be   necessary  to  the  secure  coMection  of 
the  duties  on  tea,  nor  can  they  for  a  mo- 
ment entertain  an  opinion  (injurious  as  it 
is  K>  the  national  character),  that  Britons 
are  less  competent   than   Americans  or 
others   to  conduct  themselves  with  pro- 
priety in  their  intercourse  with  the  Chi- 
nese ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  relying  on 
the  justice  and  wisdom  of  the  legislature, 
confidently  expect  that  the  out-ports  will 
not  be  excluded  from  participating  in  an 
open  trade,  and  they  are  well  assured,  that 
the  town  of  Lynn,  from  its  connection  with 
so  many  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom  by 
water-carriage,  possesses  peculiar  facilities 
for  conducting  it  with  economy  and  suc- 
cess ;    and  praying  the  House  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  they  may  think  fit  for 
granting  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects,  afler 
the  expiration  of  the  £.   L  Company^s 
Charter,  a  free  trade  to  India  and  the  other 
countries  from  which  they  are  at  present 
excluded/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


•  The  Earl  of  Derby  presented  three  Pe- 
titions against  the  renewal  of  the  East  India 
Company's  Charter,  from  the  merchants 
and  ship-owners  of  Liverpool,  the  trustees 
of  the  Liverpool  docks,  and  the  corpora- 
tion of  Liverpool. »-His  lordship  also  pre- 
sented a  Petition  to  the  same  effect  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Manchester  and  Salford, 
signed  on  their  behalf  by  the  borough- 
reeves  and  constables.  The  Lord  Chan- 
,cel lor. observed,  that  the  Petition  could 
not  be  received  as  the  Petition  of  the  in« 
habitants,  the  signatures  of  the  borough-, 
reeves  and  constables  not  being  a  corpo- 
rate act.  The  Petition  might,  however^ 
stand  as  the  Petition  of  those  who  had 
signed  it.  The  earl  of  Derby  would  not 
contest  the  point  with  the  noble  and  leavn* 
ed  lord,  but  agreed  that  the  Petition 
should  stand  as  the  Petition  of  those  who 
signed  it.  The  inhabitants  who  btid 
unanimously  agreed  to  this  Petition,  would 
be  enabled,  if  they  thought  it  expedient, 
to  petition  again  in  another  form. — Peti- 
tions against  the  Catholic  Claims  were 
presented  by  the  bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  from  the  archdeacons  and  clergy 
of  the  diocese  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  by 
the  earl  of  Uxbridge  from  the  gentry, 
clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Anglesea. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

IVednesday,  Ftkruary  10. 
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HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Wednaday,  February  10. 

Answer  op  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty 
TO  THE  Vote  of  Thanks,]  The  Speaker 
acquainted  the  House,  that  be  had  receive 
ed  from  lieuU  general  sir  Samuel  Auch- 
muty the  following  Letter,  in  return  to  the 
Thanks  of  the  House,  on  the  10th  of  Ja- 
nuary  1812, 

'*  Madras,  August  10,  1812. 

"  Sir ;  I  have  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive your  Letter,  conveying  the  unani* 
mous  Thanks  of  the  hon.  the  House  of 
Commons  to  me  and  the  gallant  army 
under  my  command  during  the  late  ser- 
vice in  Java. 

'*  To  deserve  the  approbation  of  his  so- 
vereign and  his  country  is  the  highest  artn- 
bition  of  a  British  soldier;  to  reserve  it 
his  greatest  boast:  be  assured, Sir,  we  feel 
with  pride  and  with  gratitude  the  distin- 
guished honour  conferred  on  us  by  the 
Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom^  and 
the  recollection  of  so  valuable  a  reward 
will  animate  us  to  increased  exertions 
when  again  contending  for  the  honour  of 
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his   Majesty's  arms  and  the  interests  of 
our  country. 

"  With  sincere  pleasure  I  hare  obeyed 
the  commands  of  the  hon.  House,  bv 
communicating  to  major  general  Wetheral, 
and  the  several  officers  and  corps,  the  gra« 
tifying  information  that  their  zeal,  their 
gallantry^  and  discipline,  have  been  point- 
edly noticed  and  acknowledged. 

"  The  satisfaction  I  have  derived  from 
this  communication  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
b^en  pleased  to  convey  it,  and  which 
demands  from  me,  personally,  the  most 
grateful  acknowledgments.  1  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  S.  Auchmuty, 

''  Lieutenant  General.'' 

*'  Right  hon.  C.  Abbot, 
Speaker,  £cc.  &c." 

Petitions  aoatnst  the  Claims  of 
THE  Roman  Catholics— -from  the  Dean 
AND  Chapter  of  Rochester— the  Arch- 
deacon AND  Clergy  of  Rochester — 
THE  Gentry  and  Clergy,  &c.  of  Roch- 
dale— THE  Archdeacon  and  Clergy  of 
Berks — ^^Colnty  of  Flint-- Colchester 
—Montgomery — and  Town  of  Flint.] 
A  Petition  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Rochester,  was  pre- 
sented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  although  they 
concur  in  approving  the  measures  adopted 
by  preceding  parliaments  in  abrogating 
certain  disqualifying  statutes  which  were 
stated  to  be  grievous  to  their  Roman  Ca- 
tholic fellow  subjects,  have  nevertheless 
observed,  with  feelings  of  regret,  the  re- 
peated applications  which  have  subse- 
quently been  preferred  by  them  for  the 
removal  of  all  such  remaining  restrictions 
as  are  deemed  by  the  petitioners  to  be  es- 
sentially necessary  to  the  preservation  of 
their  civil  and  religious  liberties,  and 
which,  if  acceded  to  by  parliament, 
without  limitation,  will,  in  their  opinion, 
endanger  the  existence  of  both  ;  and  that 
Catholic  emancipation,  which  the  peti- 
tioners understand  to  mean  nothing  less  in 
substance  and  effect  than  to  render  such 
persons  as  profess  Romish  tenets  admis- 
sible to  situations  of  political  power,  they 
consider  not  only  to  be  repugnant  to  the 
.principles  and  the  system  of  government 
established  at  the  Revolution,  but  peculiarly 
calculated  in  its  bearings  and  relations  to 
affect  the  whole  frame  of  ecclesiastical 
polity ;  and  further  the  petitioners,  con- 
ceiving it  to  be  a  truth  confirmed  by  the 
testimony  of  long  experience,  that  the  re- 
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formed  religion  established  in  these  realms 
has  been,  under  Providence,  a  powerful 
instrument  in  diffusing  the  gospel  in  its 
genuine  purity,,  they  cannot  contemplate 
any  measures  which  may  tend,  whether 
in  the  immediate  or  remote  results,  to  re- 
vive the  influence  of  the  Church  of  Rome 
otherwise  than  Im  pregnant  with  danger  to 
Protestant  interests  and  that  national 
Church  of  which  they  are  ministers ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  friends  to  religious 
toleration,  but  being  firmly  of  opinion  that 
their  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects  en- 
joy that  privilege  in  its  utmost  extent, 
they  should  deem  themselves  wanting  to 
the  duties  of  their  functions,  and  the  sa- 
cred trusts  committed  to  their  care,  if  they 
failed  to  express,  at  this  awful  crisis,  the 
conviction  which  is  deeply  impressed  on 
iheir  minds,  that  unqualined  concession 
to  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
would  lead  to  consequences  which  would 
prove  detrimental  to  the  present  constitu- 
tion in  Church  and  State ;  and  praying, 
that  the  House  will  be  pleased  to  resist 
such  applications,  on  the  part  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics,  as  shall  have  for  their  ob- 
ject the  unlimited  repeal  of  all  restrictive 
laws  which  are  still  in  force  against  them, 
on  the  maintenance  of  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  petitioners,  depend  the  se- 
curity of  the  Established  Religion,  and 
the  general  interests  of  this  Protestant 
nation.'^ 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and  the 
clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Rochester,  was 
also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

''  That  the  petitioners,  fearing  that 
many  dangerous  consequences  may  ensue 
to  the  civil  and  religious  ^establishment  of 
this  country  by  yielding  to  the  Claims  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  as  they  are  now  in- 
sisted upon,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the 
vnsdom  of  parliament  their  serious  appre- 
hensions on  the  subject;  and  they  are 
conscious  that,  in  their  endeavours  to  re- 
sist these  claims,  they  are  actuated  by  no 
other  motive  than  by  a  sense  of  duty ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  wish  for  no  resirictioa 
on  their  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects 
but  what  may  be  deemed  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  maintenance  of  the  Protes- 
tant faith,  and  fur  the  security  of  the  Pro- 
testant succession  ;  and  that,  while  they 
have  been  taught  to  revere  the  wise  and 
temperate  precaution  of  thfeir  ancestors, 
in  introducing  such  laws  as  tended  to  pre- 
serve the  unrivalled  constitution  of  this 
country  both 'in  Church  and  State,  they 
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cannot  see  Ibat  any  soch  cbanffe  io  xir- 
cumstances  has  occurred  as  wiu  justify 
the  total  repeal  of  Jhem ;  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  the  supremacy  of  the  Pope  is 
still  sealously  maintained  by  those  who 
oppose  the  right  of  the  sovereign  of  this 
kingdom  to  interfere  in  the  appointment  of 
episcopal  governors ;  for«  reduced  as  the 
Papal  power  may  now  be»  yet  the  Papal 
authority  is  and  must  continue  to  be  ac- 
knowledfged,  so  long  as  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics themselves  are  true  to  their  religious 
principles;  but  the  petitioners  conceive 
that  submission  in  any  respect  to  a  foreign 
jurisdiction  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the 
fidelity  and  obedience  that  are  due  to  the 
British  government  from  all  its  subjects; 
nor  can  they  persuade  themselves  that  the 
remoTal  of  subsisting  restraints  will  produce 
in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  this  realm 
that  unanimity  which  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics hold  out  as  the  certain  effect  of  a  com- 
pliance with  their  demands;  the  petitioners 
are  rather  inclined  to  fear  an  increase  of 
dissentions  from  such  a  compliance,  a  re- 
vival of  obsolete  claims  and  of  preten- 
^ions^  which*  though  they  have  not  yet 
been  brought  forward^  may  not  unreason* 
ably  be  apprehended ;  and  that,  unwil- 
ling as  the  petitioners  are  to  suppose  that 
those  obnoxious  tenets  are  still  retained 
which  were  sanctioned  by  the  Council  of 
Trent,  and  which  are  equally  subversive 
of  every  principle  of  morality ,  and  reli- 
gion, yet,  as  this  council  is  still  holden  in 
reverence  by  those  who  persist  in  their 
snbmksioQ  to  the  Papal  See,  they  know 
not  how  to  rely  upon  individual  declara- 
tions, which  are  at  variance  with  general 
ordinances,  authoritatively  established, 
^d  never  yet  formally  disavowed  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  therefore  presume  to 
express  their  fear  and  their  conyiction 
that  the  proposed  indulgence  to  their 
Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects  will  have 
effects  that  may  be  fatally  injurious  to  the 
^ivil  and  religious  constitution  of  this 
kingdom,  may  renew  and  augment  con- 
troversies irreconcilable  to  Christian  cha- 
rity, and  may  corrupt  that  pure  and  un* 
defiled  religion  with  which  the  interests 
of  all  their  Protestant  brethren,  as  well  as 
the  safety  of  the  state,  are  identified,  and 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  petitioners  to 
teiich,  to  maintain,  and  to  preserve  invio- 
late ;  and  praying,  that  the  House  will 
be  pleased  to  resist  such  applications  on 
the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholics  as  shall 
have  for  their  object  the  repeal  of  all  re- 
Utri^f?  laws  which  are  still  in  force 
against  them/^ 
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A  Petition  of  the  gentry,  clergy,  mer- 
chants, -and  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Kochda)e» 
Lancaster,  was  also  presented  ;  setting 
forth, 

'  "  That  the  petitioners  contemplate  with 
the  utmost  solicitude  the  reiterated  efforts 
of  persons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
Religion  to  procure  still  further  induU 
gences,  notwithstanding  the  ample  con* 
cessions  already  granted  them ;  and  thai 
the  restrictions  and  disabilities  to  which 
tne  Roman  Catholics  are  subject  are,  in 
the  humble  opinion  of  the  petitioners,  in* 
dispensably  necessary  for  the  maintenance 
and  security  of  the  Protestant  religion  as 
^  by  law  established ;  and  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  maintaining  the  same  pernicious 
doctrines  in  every  respect  at  this  day  as 
their  ancestors  did  at  the  time  when  those 
laws,  by  the  wisdom  of  our  forefathers, 
were  enacted,  the  petitioners  humbly  hope 
that  those  securities  will  be  continued  to 
them  which  experience  has  shown  to  be, 
under  Providence,  the  gr^at  support  of  our 
excellent  constitution  in  Church  and 
Sute." 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  of  the 
county  of  Berks  and  the  clergy  of  the 
same  archdeaconry,  was  also  presented; 
setUng  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  are  apprehenstye 
that  the  Protestant  establishment  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  6reat  Britain  and  Ire* 
land  may  be  endangered  by  further  con* 
cessions  to  our  fellow  subjects  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church ;  and,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  Christian  charity,  they  rejoice  at  the 
unlimited  toleration  they  enjoy  in  the  free 
exercise  of  their  religious  worship ;  but 
they  are  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  admitting 
them  into  situations  of  high  trust  and 
power,  and  of  granting  them  authority  to 
become  members  of  the  legislative  body 
of  the  united  kingdom,  the  character  of 
their  Church  bfiiig,.  according  to  their 
own  declarations,  unchanged  and  un* 
changeable ;  and  they  humbly  implore, 
that  the  barriers  which  our  ancestors,  in 
their  caution  and  wisdom,  erected  to  pro-* 
tect  the  Protesunt  establishment,  may  not 
be  removed,  as  they  have  hitherto  proved 
sufficient  to  support  our  admired  consti- 
tution in  Gtiurch  and  State ;  and  that,  truly 
anxious  as'  the  petitipners  are  to  deliver 
down  to  succeeding  generations  the  civil 
and  religious  liberties  they  enjoy,  they 
are  still  more  anxious  to  protect  our  holy 
faith  and  the  pore  doctrines  of  our  aposto* 
lical  Church/V 
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A  Petition  of  the  noblemen^  gentlemen, 
clergy,  freeholders,  and  others,  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Flint,  agreed  upon  at  a 
iiill  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  county, 
held  at  Mould,  the  15th  of  Janoarj^  181 S, 
and  convened  by  the  high  sheriff,  in  pur- 
suance of  several  requisitions,  was  also 
presented;  setting  forth, 

"  That  it  is'with  concern  the  petitioners 
observe  their  fellow  subjects,  the  Roman 
Catholics,  dissatisfied  with  the  many 
blessings  they  enjoy .  under  onv  mild  and 
tolerant  government,  and  with  a  degree 
of  perseverance  which  seems  scarcely 
consistent  with  a  due  respect  to  the  re- 
peated decisions  of  the  Hoase,  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  test  laws,  the 
last  remaining  bulwarks  of  the  Protestant 
constitution;  and  that  these  laws  were 
enacted  by  our  ancestors^  n'ot  from  any 
narrow  views  of  a  selfish  policy,  not  from 
a  blind  and  bigotted  :^al  for  their  own 
religion,  but  from  a  conviction,  founded  on 
long  experience,  that  power  could  be 
safely  committed  to  those  only  who  ac- 
knowledge, without  reservation,  the  su- 
premacy of  the  King,  and  are  members  of 
the  established  Church;,  and  that,  under 
the  wise  and  salutary  restrictions  of  these 
laws,  our  country  has  enjoyed,  with  little 
interruption,  the  greatest  of  all  national 
blessings,  internal  peace  and  tranquillity 
for  more  than  a  century,  and  in  our  own 
times  of  extraordinary  difficulties  and 
dangers,  while  almost  every  other  nation 
of  Europe  |ias  been  reduced  by  a  wily 
and  powerful  tyrant,  to  the  most  abject 
atate  of  political  slavery,  our  own  has  not 
only  baffled  his  stratagems,  repelled  his 
assaults,  and  preserved  its  freedom,  but 
hu  risen  to  a  degree  of  glory  power  and 
prosperity  hitherto  unexampled ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  therefore  cannot  consider 
the  repeal  of  these  laws,  from  which  the 
country  has  derived  such  substantial  be- 
nefits, as  an  act  of  sound  policy,  and  that 
It  seems  to  them  to  be  calculated  only  to 
gratify  the  intemperate  ambition  of  men, 
whose  allegiance  is  confessedly  divided,  and 
consequently  whose  loyalty  may  be  doubt- 
ful, but  whose  hostility  to  our  Church,  and 
the  very  existence'of  Protestantism,  is  une- 
quivocal and  indisputable  $  and  that,  for 
these  reasons,  the  petitioners  earnestly 
intreat  the  House  to  preserve  to  them- 
selves and  posterity  the  blessings  of  the 
British  constitution  as  it  now  is,  unim- 
paired and  unaltered/' 

A  Petition  of  the  mayoo  aldermen. 
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assistants,  common  council,  geittTemeu/ 
clergy,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Colchester,  and  its  vicinity,  waa 
also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"That  the  petitioners  view  with  un- 
feigned satisfaction  all  their  fellow  sub- 
jects of  this  united  kingdom  in  unrestricted 
possession  of  civil  liberty,  and  in  full  en- 
joyment of  religious  toleration,  but,  whilst 
they  rejoice  that  this  blessing  is  so  univer- 
sally diffused,  they  cannot  but  feel,  and 
humbly  express,  their  serious  apprehen- 
sit>n  at  the  extended  claims  which,  as  the 
petitioners  understand,  are  about  to  be 
preferred  to  the  House  by  the  membera 
of  the  Romish  Church,  who,  not  satisfied 
with  a  perfect  liberty  of  conscience,  are 
seeking  to  be  admitted  into  all  offices  of 
trust  and  authority,  both  civil  and  military, 
and  to  the  exercise  of  the  legislative 
functions ;  that  the  petitioners,  consider- 
ing the  admission  of  such  claims  as  a 
measure  of  great  political  danger,  feel  it 
to  be  a  bounden  duty,  not  only  to  them- 
selves but  to  posterity,  earnestly  to  pray 
the  House  to  maintain  inviolate  that  es- 
sential principle  of  the  British  constitution, 
that  the  legislative  and  executive  authoritj 
of  this  Protestant  country  shall  be  ad- 
ministered only  by  a  Protestant  govern- 
ment,'' 

A  Petition  of  the  high  steward,  bailiffs, 
and  burgesses,  of  the  borough  of  Mont- 
gomery, was  also  presented ;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  most  cordially 
concur  in  that  wise  and  enlightened  policy 
which  holds  out  complete  religious  tolera- 
tion to  their  Catholic  brethren  ;  and  that 
they  would  rejoice  in  their  participation 
of  all  civil  privileges,  were  it  compatible 
with  the  safety  of  that  mild  and  liberal 
constitution  which  protects  every  descrip- 
tion of  Christians  in  the  full  exercise  of 
their  religious  rights;  but,  upon  a  re* 
ference  to  history,  as  well  as  to  re- 
cent experience,  to  the  fundamental 
principles  and  unalterable  practice  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  they  are  convinced  that 
sincere  Catholics  are  still  actuated  by  the 
same  hostile  spirit  to  Protestantism  in 
general,  and  to  the  Church  of  £nglaiHl, 
Ireland,  and  Wales,  in  particular,  which 
hath  uniformly  marked  their  political 
career ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  therefore, 
justly,  apprehending  the  vi^orst  conse- 
quences from  a  demolition  of  those  barriera 
wliich  their  forefathers  were  compelled  t# 
erect  for  the  protection  of  their  dvil  aad 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


«25] 


Sftst  India  dmptny^i  CKairitr. 


Feb.  10,  1813. 


[4S0 


feligfoos  liberties,  and  conceiviog  admis* 
aibility  tooffice  to  be  a  matter  of  expedi- 
ei^cy^  bat  not  of  right,  do  earnestly  be- 
seech the  House  not  to  concede  such 
powers  to  the  Catholics  as  might  enable 
them,  by  means  of  foreign  or  domestic 
mfloence,  or  by  any  other  political  possi- 
bility, to  endanger  our  present  Protestant 
oonstitation,  and  to  affect  the  re-ascend- 
ancy of  that  imperious  hierarchy  so  ini- 
mical to  the  most  sacred  rights  of  a  free 
and  independent  people/' 

A  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  loyal  town  and  borough  of 
Flint,  was  also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

''  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  most 
gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  blessings 
they  now  receive  under  the  glorious  con- 
stitution, in  Church  and  State,  by  which 
they  are  governed,  and  humbly  imploring 
for  a  blessed  continuance  of  the  same,  and 
with  every  deference  to  the  better  opinion 
of  the  House,  they  beg  to  state  their  de* 
cided  hostility  to  any  concession  to  the 
Catholic  Claims,  which  cannot  be  granted 
witltout  including  the  full  and  unequivocal 
sense  of  the  sacred  oath  which  our  most 
gracious  sovereign  took  at  his  coronation/^ 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  Ipswich  in  favour  of 
THE  Claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics.] 
Mr.  WhitDread  presented  a  Petition  of 
the  portroen  of  the  borough  of  Ipswich,  in 
special  assembly  convened  ;,  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  ap- 
proach the  House  with  sentiments  very 
different  from  those  which  they  under- 
stand to  have  elsewhere  prevailed  in  the 
body  corporate  of  which  they  form  a  con- 
stituent and  essential  member  ;  and  that, 
impressed  with  the  deep  and  firm  convic- 
tion that  all  civil  restrictions  on  account  of 
religious  opinions  are  ii>  themselves  evils, 
and,  except  when  indispensable  for  the 
prevention  of  greater  evils,  as  unwise  in 
point  of  policy  as  they  are  unjust  in  prin- 
ciple, and  repugnant  to  the  comprehensive 
spirit  of  Christian  charity  ;  fully  satisfied 
too^  on  the  maturest  reflection,  that,  by  the 
gradual  change  which  has  insensibly 
taken  place  in  the  temper  and  feelings  of 
those  who  profess  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith,  the  prostrate  condition  of  the  Papal 
power^  the  extinction  of  all  adverse  pre- 
tensions to  the  crown  of  these  realms  in 
every  adherent  to  that  power,  and  the  in- 
corporation of  the  Irish  with  the  British 
parliament,  all  reasonable   grounds  for 


I 


continuing  such  restrictions  on  onr  Roman 
Catholic  brethren  are  effectually  removed  ; 
restrictions  which,  if  suffered  to  remain  in 
the  present  condition  of  things,  can  have 
no  other  effect  than  to  generate  that  very 
discontent  and  disaffection  against  which, 
if  such  dispositions  really  existed,  they 
would  form  a  most  ineffectual  guard  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  do  ipost  humbly,  but 
earnestly,  beseech  the  House  to  take  the 
ckims  of  this  very  numerous  class  of  our 
fellow  citizens  into  their  immediate  consi* 
deration,  and,  by  the  the  entire  abolition 
of  such  disqualifications,  to  begin  the  great 
work  of  uniting  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  of  whatever  religious  denomina- 
tion, in  one  comuson  imd  indissoluble 
bond  of  interest  and  sympathy,  an  object 
eminently  desirable  even  in  the  most 
peaceable  and  prof^peroos  times^  but  wfatck 
m  the  present  awful  crisis  cannot,  the  pe* 
titioners  humbly  conceive,  be  purchased 
by  too  large  a  sacrifice  of  prejudice  and 
error." 

Mr.  Wjiitbread  said,  that  the  Peti* 
tion  was  signed  by  six  names,  courtmen 
of  Ipswich.  The  whole  number  of  these 
courtmen  was  twelve,  two  of  whom  were 
disqualified  from  taking  a  part  on  the  sub- 
ject. Of  the  remaining  ten,  six  had 
signed  this  Petition,  which,  from  the  libe- 
rality of  the  sentiments  expressed  in  it,  he 
was  proud  to  present 

Petitions  respbcting  the  Renewal 
OF  the  East  India  Company's  Charter— 
FROM  THE  Merchants,  &c.  of  Bridling^ 
TON — THE  Magistrates  OF  Paisley — the 
Ship-builders  of  Whitby— and  the 
Merchants,  &c.  of  Birmingham.]  A 
Petition  of  the  merchants,  ship-owners, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Bridlington, 
was  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  as  it  is  presumed  the  approacb- 
ing  expiration  of  the  E.  I.  Company's 
charter  will  soon  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House,  the  petitioners  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  state  their  hopes  and  wishes 
on  that  important  subject ;  and  that  they 
are  fully  persuaded  that  if  the  trade  to  the 
British  dominions  in  India,  and  to  the  im- 
mense and  popoloos  countries  included  in 
the  charter,  were  laid  open  to  the  skill,  in- 
dustry and  capital  of  private  merchants, 
it  would  be  conducted  with  a  degree  of 
energy  and  economy  which  a  large  p«b-- 
lic  bodv  is  incapable  of  exercising,  new- 
channels  of  commerce  would  be  disco- 
vered, the  consumption  of  our  manniac^ 
tores  extended,  and  our  shipping  increased/ 
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to  the  ad?aDUige  of  the  parties  concerned, 
|Uid  the  permanent  augmentation  of  the 
wea1t^«  power,  and  resources,  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire  ;  and  that  the  extensive  and 
flourishing  conunerce  of  the  United  States 
of  America  with  India  and  the  Chinese 
empire,  exhibits  a  proof  that  these  ex- 
pectations of  advantage  from  the  exertions 
of  private  individuals  are  not  unfounded ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  beg  leave  respect- 
fully to  represent  that  any  partial  modifi- 
cations of  the  trade  would,  in  their  opinion, 
fall  extremely  short  of  those  advantages 
which  would  accrue  from  the  total  aboli- 
tion of  the  existinff  monopoly ;  and  they 
do  therefore  humbly  and  earnestly  depre- 
cate any  continuation  of  the  company's 

*  exclusive  privilege  to  the  commerce  with 
China;  they  conceive  that  the  British 
tharacter  forbids  the  injurious  suspicion 
that  Britons  are  not  equally  competent  as 
the  Americans  or  others  to  properly  con- 
duct themselves  in  their  intercourse  with 
the  Chinese,  or  that  that  intercourse 
w6n1d,'  in  the  least  degree,  be  disturbed 
by  a  conduct  deficient  in  discretion  or 
propriety,  whilst  the  Americans  and  other 
nations  have  maintained  a  similar  inter- 
course without  interruption :  they  also 
think  that  no  greater  necessity  for  a  mo- 
nopoly exists,  with  a  view  to  secure  the 
duties  on  tea,  than  those  on  sugar,  rum,  or 
any  other  highly  taxed  article  of  impor- 
tation ;  and  they  trust  that  Ho  reason  can 
be  found,  either  in  justice  or  policy,  for 
the  exclusion  of  the  out- ports  from  the  be- 

/  nefit  of  the  trade  with  India ;  and  the  pe- 
titioners also  hope  that  the  House  will 
not  impose  any  restraint  on  the  British 
merchant,  respecting  the  burthen  of  any 
vessel  to  be  employed  in  the  trade,  but 
leave  the  choice  to  bis  own  judgment  and 
discretion  ;  and  that  the  commercial  dis- 
tresses which  the  petitioners  have,  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  expe- 
rienced from  the  enormous  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  enemy  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  furnish  abundant  reasons  for  ap- 
plying to  t^e  House  with  earnestness  and ' 
with  confidence  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
new  channels  of  intercourse  with  those 
.distant  regions^  where  the  success  of  hb 
Majesty's  arms  by  sea  and  by  land  has 
established  British  dominion  on  a  perma- 
nent basis,  and  has  secured  British  com- 
liierce  against  all  danger  of  hostile  inter- 
lerence;  and  praying  the  House  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  to  their  wisdom  shall 
seeg^  meet,  for  granting  to  all  his  Ma- 
jesty's siibjeotSf  firom  and  dier  Uie  expira- 


tion of  the  S.  I.  Company's  charter,  a  free 
trade  to  and  from  India  and  its  depen- 
dencies, and  to  and  from  the  empire  of 
China." 

A  Petition  of  the  magistrates  and  com* 
mon  council  of  Paisley,  was  also  present- 
ed; setting  forth, 

*'  That  in  the  last  session  of  parliament 
the  petitioners  presented  a  Petition  and 
Memorial  against  any  renewal  of  a  com- 
mercial monopoly  to  the  £.  I.  Company, 
and  perceiving  that  this  very  important 
subject  will  soon  experience  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  House,  they  humbly  presume 
again  to  state  their  sentiments  concerning 
it,  as  they  are  the  more  confirmed  in  opi- 
nion, with  regard  to  the  expediency  and 
necessity  of  refusing  to  the  honourable 
Company  any  exclusive  commercial  pri- 
vilegiss  whatsoever;  and  that,  whilst  nen-' 
tral  nations  have  a  free  and  uninterrupted 
trade  to  India  and  China,  it  appears  to  be 
unreasonable  and  uimatural  that  British 
subjects  should  be  restrained,  and  it  seems 
impossible  to  discover  anyreason, political 
or  commercial,  why  their  rights  and  pri- 
vileges should  be  withheld,  or  why  the 
advantages  that  might  result  therefrom 
should  be  sacrificed  to  a  system  which  has 
been  demonstrated  to  be  as  ruinous  as  it  is 
unnatural;  and  that  the  petitioners  re- 
spectfully contend,  that  the  manufactures 
of  this  country  will  be  promoted,  its  com- 
merce and  navigation  extended,  and  the 
state  finances  greatly  augmented,  by  af- 
fording access  to  those  vast  regions  for  the 
capital  and  enterprize  of  British  mer- 
chants, and  they  cannot  entertain  a  doubt, 
that,  under  suitable  regulations,  the  im- 
port as  well  as  the  export  trade  with  the 
£ast,  may  be  extei^ded  to  the  ports  of  th.e 
United  Kingdom,  without  influencing  the 
revenue  derived  from  that  source  of  com- 
merce; itnd  the  petitioners  do  therefore 
humbly  and  earnestly  pray,  that  the  House 
will  not  sanction  a  renewal  of  this  com- 
mercial monopoly,  but  will  be  pleased  to 
provide  that  British  subjects  of  every  de- 
nomination shall  enjoy  the  liberty  of 
trading  to  Indi&,  China,  and  all  the  coun- 
tries of  the  east,  from  any  port  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  free  from  any  obstruc- 
tions, controul,  or  influence  whatsoever, 
on  the  part  of  the  East  India  Company." 

A  'Petition  of  the  ship-builders  of  the 
port  of  Whitby,  was  also  presented  ;  set- 
ting forth, 

^  Tha^  the  petitioners  have  for  some 
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time  past  observed,  with  great  concern, 
that  ships  and  vessels  built  within  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  £.  I.  Company,  in  Asia, 
have  been  admitted  to  registry  i^  Great 
Britain,  and  in  consequence  thereof  al- 
lowed to  participate  in  the  carrying- trade 
of  the  country  and  its  colonies ;  and  that, 
if  India-built  ships  continue  to  be  admitted 
to  British  registry,  and  to  participate  in 
die  carrying- trade  of  the  empire,  tftie  most 
injurious  (consequences  must  result  to  the 
maritime  interest  of  the  nation,  and  more 
especially  so  when  (as  is  most  ardently  to 
be  wished)  the  trade  to  the  East  Indies  is 
opened  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  forbear  to  press  on  the 
attention  of  the  House,  by  entering  into 
any  particular  detail  of  observations  on 
the  impolicy  of  admitting  India-built 
ships  to  the-  privileges  of  British^built 
ships,  not  only  as  affecting  the  interests 
of  the  petitioners,  but  also  the  landed, 
commercial,  and  manufacturing  iriterests 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  those  of  th€  va- 
rious classes  of  persons  who  are  dependent 
on  the  building,  repairing,  and  equipment 
of  British-built  ships;  they  however  pre- 
sume it  will  be  admitted,  on  an  impartial 
consideration  of  the  subject,  that  to  encou- 
rage the  building  and  equipment  of  ships 
in  Asia,  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed 
in  the  carrying- trade  of  this  empire,  will 
be  both  impolitic  and  unjust,  6rst,  it  will 
be  impolitic,  as  the  removal  of  a  manufac- 
ture of  such  importance  as  the  building 
md  equipment  of  ships  from  this  country 
to  India  (a  man'bfacture  of  more  impor- 
tance than  any  other)  will  render  preca- 
rious the  means  of  maintaining  his  Ma- 
jesty's navy,  and  especially  of  fitting-out 
with  dispatch  his  Majesty's  fleets  on 
pressing  emergencies,  and  will  thereby 
undermine  that  great  bulwark  of  our  inde- 
pendence and  greatness  as  a  nation ;  and, 
secondly,  it  will  be  unjust,  as  many  of  the 
atores  and  materials  necessary  to  the 
building  and  equipment  of  ships  in  this 
country  are  charged  with  considerable 
duties,  and  as  the  mechanics,  and  other 
persona  employed  therein,  as  well  as  the 
petitioners,  contribute  their  proportions  of 
the  burthens  imposed  on  the  public  from 
the  exigencies  of  the  state,  to  neither  of 
which  persons  engaged  as  owners  or 
builders  of  ships  in  Asia  are  subject  or 
liable ;  and  the  petitioners  respectfully 
aubmit  to  the  House,  that,  from  the  heavy 
taxation  of  the  country,  there  never  was  a 
period  when  it  was  so  necessary  to  con- 
6rxn  the  carrying-trade  of  this  country  en- 


tirely to  British -built  ships,  from  the  utter 
inability  of  the  owners  of  them  to  enter 
into  a  competition  with  the  owners  of 
East  India  or  other  foreign  ships  upon 
terms  at  all  like  equality ;  and  praying, 
that,  in  future,  ships  built  in  Asia,  and  the 
islands  thereto  adjacent,  may  be  prohibited 
by  statute  from  being  admitted  to  registry, 
and  to  the  privileges  of  British-built  ^ 
ships."  "" 

An  humble  Address  ^and  Petition  of  the 
merchants,  manufacturers^  and  other  in- 
habitants of  Birmingham,  was  also  pre- 
sented ;  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  did,  in  the  last 
spring,  humbly  petition  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  against  any  renewal  of  a  com- 
mercial monopoly  to  the  K  I.  Company  ; 
and  that,  ever  since  that  period,  the  peti« 
tioners  have  never  ceased  to  enquire  into 
and  reflect  upon  the  numerous  bearings  of 
this  important  subject;  and  the  more  firm 
and  rooted  has  become  their  conviction  of 
the  perfect  safety,  expediency,  and  ne« 
cessity  of  refusing  to  grant  to  the  £•  L 
Company,  any  exclusive  commercial  pri« 
vilege  whatsoever ;  and  that  it  is  an  ob- 
ject of  great  importance  to  the  petitioners 
to  have  the  trade  of  the  east  thrown  open 
to  the  out-ports,  because  they  are  con- 
vinced that  the  competition  from  the  out- 
ports  is  necessary  to  the  full  developem'ent 
of  this  great  commerce,  which  cannot  fail 
to  languish  and  stagnate,  if  confined^  to 
the  port  of  London ;  and  because  they  are 
apprehensive  that,  if  confined  to  that  port, 
it  will  also  be  subjected  to  some  degree  of 
influence  or  controul  on  the  part  of  the 
£.  I.  Company,  which  will  be  certain  to 
retard  and  obstruct  its  operations;  and 
that  the  petitioners  cannot  perceive  any 
danger  or  inconvenience  whatsoever  that 
can  be  expected  to  arise  from  colonization, 
'or  from  the  allowing  the  free  residence  of 
British  subjects  in  the  east;  and  that  they 
cannot  perceive  any  possible  inconve- 
nience which  can  arise  from  the  openinff 
of  the  China  trade,  because  it  is  ntitural 
to  believe  that  the  Chinese  government 
must  entertain  a  greater  degree  of  jealousy 
and  distrust  of  the  E.  I.  Company  than 
they  can  possibly  feel  towards  unconnect- 
ed mdividuals ;  and  because  it  appears  to 
the  petitioners  that  American  and  Poitu* 
guese  individuals,  without  any  exclusive 
companies,  are  freely  permitted  to  ^trade 
with  the  Chinese,  which  they  have  con- 
tinued to  do  for  a  long  period,  with  scarce 
any  of  those  interruptions  and  disturbances 
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to  which  the  agents  of  the  £.  I.  Company 
have  80  frequently  exposed  themselves ; 
and  that,  if  any  difficulty  should  be  found 
to  arise  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
upon  teas,  or  other  ad  vaiorem  articles  at 
the  out-ports,  the  petitioners  place  re- 
liance on  the  wisdom  of  his  Majesty's  go- 
yernment,  and  on  the  efl&ciency  of  the 
custom-house  establishment,  effectually  to 
remedy  any  difficulties  of  this  nature,  and 
thus  will  the  revenues  of  the  United  King- 
^  dom  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
crease of  its  trade ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
do  therefore  humbly  and  earnestly  pray, 
that  the  House  will  not  suffer  any  renewal 
ef  a  commercial  monopoly  to  be  granted 
to  the  £.  1.  Company,  but  that  they  will 
be  pleased  to  provide  that  all  British  sub- 
jects shall  have  the  liberty  of  trading  to 
India,  China,  and  all  the  countries  of  the 
east,  from  any  bonded  port  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  or  from  any  other  ports  in  the 
world,  that  it  may  suit  their  purposes  to 
touch  at,  free  from  any  obstructions,  con- 
trout,  or  influence  whatsoever,  on  the  part 
of  the  East  India  Company/' 
Ordereil  .to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Breach  of  the  Act  op  Union  with 
iRELAifD.]  Sir  John  Newport  asked,  whe* 
ther  the  hon.  Secretary  for  Ireland  meant 
to  bring  forward  to-morrow  the  measure, 
of  which  notice  had  been  given,  to  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  of  Starch  from  Ire- 
land ?  the  answer  to  which  question  would 
determine,  whether  he  should  bring  for- 
ward some  resolutions  concerning  the  Act 
of  Union  with  Ireland,  which  he  con- 
ceived would  be  violated  by  that  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  Ped  having  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative» 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  by  afa  article 
in  the  act  alluded  to,  it  was  enacted,  that 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  1801,  all  • 
bounties  on,  and  prohibitions  of,  any  ex- 
ports from  one  of  the  United  Kin^doQi^  to 
the  other,  should  cease  and  dcieruiine. 
This  solemn  agreement  between  ttie  two 
countries,  he  contended,  should  not  be 
departed  from  on  account  of  any  tempo- 
rary expedients.  If  it  were  once  departed 
from,  how  could  the  people  of  Ireland, 
who  only  returned  one-sixth  of  the  mem- 
bers of  ihat  House,  be  secure  against  any 
encroachments  ?  In  proposing  what  he  had 
to  propose,  he  was  actuated  by  no  other 
wish  than  that  of  preserving  harmony  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms ;  but  he  felt  that 
Uie  only  means  of  preserving  harmony 


would  be  to  mete  out  equal  justice  between 
them.  Beca*jse  it  was  found  convenient 
to  prohibit  the  manufacture  of  an  article 
in  England,  it  would  follow,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  Bill  he  alluded  to, 
that  the  exportation  of  it  should  be  pro- 
hibited in  Ireland.  In  the  case  of  tbe 
distillery  prohibitions,  there  was  a  plea 
set  up  that  there  was  a  dissonance  in  the 
difierent  parts  of  the  Act  of  Union  on  the 
subject :  in  this  case,  however,  no  such 
reason  could  be  adduced.  He  did  not 
conceive  that  the  hon.  Secretary  had  any 
deliberate  intention  of  violating  the  Act 
of  Union,  but  that  the  measure  proposed 
was  a  violation  of  a  main  article  of  it,  was 
evident.  The  commercial  advantages 
which  Ireland  possessed,  she  was  Entitled 
to  as  a  right,  as  she  had  in  return  given  up 
her  independent  legislature.  If  the  Act 
of  Union  was  constantly  to  be  violated,  it 
would  be  better  to  secure  the  harmony 
between  the  two  countries,  by  restoring, 
to  Ireland  an  independent  legislature. 
— To  prevent  the  unhappy  consequences 
which  would  result  from  the  infractions 
of  the  Act  in  question,  he  should  propose 
two  Resolutions:  1.  "  That,  by  the  6th 
article  of  the  Act  of  Union  of  Great 
Britain  and  (reland,  it  is  enacted,  that, 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1801,  all  prohibi* 
tions  and  bonnties  on  the  export  of  articles 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
either  country  to  the  other,  shall  cease 
and  determine;  and  that  tbe  said  articles 
shall  thenceforth  be  exported  from  one* 
country  to  the  other  without  any  duty  on 
such  export :— »2.  That  tbe  above  exemp- 
tion from  prohibition  cannot  be  altered  or 
infringed  upon  without  a  manifest  viola- 
tion of  the  compact  then  entered  into  be- 
tween the  several  parliaments  of  the  two 
parts  of  tbe  now  United  Kingdom.'' 

Mr.  Peel  rose  to  explain  his  reasons  for 
giving  the  notice  of  the  measure  in  ques- 
tion. In  the  beginning  of  the  session,, 
when  notice  had  been  given  of  the  conti^* 
nuance  of  the  prohibition  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  starch  from  articles  of  food,  he  had  . 
given  notice  to  the  manufacturers  of  starch 
in  Ireland,  that  a  similar  measure  would 
be  extended  to  that  country.  Represen- 
tations, however,  were  made  by  them« 
that  as  that  article  was  employed  to  a 
considerable  extent  in  the  manufacture  of 
linen,  the  prohibition  of  the  starch  mano« 
facture  would  seriously  affect  that  of  the 
staple  commodity  of  Ireland.  This,  on 
reference  to  the  linen  manufactures^ 
turned  out  to.  be  founded  in  fact,  in  con^ 
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sequence  of  which,  and  of  a  mediorial  with 
nnmeroas  signatures  fh>in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  the  goTemment  was  induced  to 
abandon  it.  It  was  true,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  baronet,  that  he 
had  no  intention  to  violate  the  Act  of 
Union,  as  the  measure  which  he  had  to 
propose  was  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country  which  possessed  the  least  number 
of  representatires.  But  would  it  be  quite 
fair  to  allow  the  Irish  manufacturer  to 
tupply  that  article  to  this  country,  which 
British  manufacturers  were  prohibited 
firom  supplying? — The  hon.  gentleman  then 
referred  to  an  article  of  the  Act  of  Union, 
which  he  conceived  justified  the  prohi- 
bition, by  which  it  was  provided,  that  the 
enactment  above  mentioned,  should  not 
affect  the  regulation  of  the  exportation  of 
com  flour,  of  which  latter  article  starch 
wu  exclusively^  manufactured.  He  con« 
eluded  by  movmg  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  that  he  should  have 
no  objection  to  the  previous  question  being 
moved,  as  he  thought  the  subject  might 
be  better  discussed  when  the  Bill  was 
brought  forward.  As  to  the  construction 
which  had  been  put  on  the  article  respect- 
ing the  export  of  flour,  &c.  it  would  not 
bear  examination,  for  it  would  be  easily 
perceived  to  what  extent  such  an  expla- 
nation might  be  carried. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  measure  of  which  his  right  hod.  friend 
had  given  notice,  was  wholly  in  favour  of 
Ireland.  Great  Britain  laboured  under 
two  prohibitions ;  for  while  no  starch  was 
permitted  to  be  manufactured,  it  was  im* 
possible  to  export  any  ;  while  Ireland  was 
not  prohibited  from  manufacturing,  but 
only  from  exporting.  If  this  measure  were 
not  adopted,  the  prohibition  of  the  manu- 
facture in  Great  Britain  would  be  nuga- 
tory, as  the  British  merchants  might  carry 
on  the  manufacture  in  Ireland  with  British 
grain,  and  import  the  produce  into  this 
country.  He  contended  that  the  clause 
as  to  the  export  of  grain,  &c.  applied  to 
starch,  as  the  House  had  sanctioned  the 
application  of  it  to  spirits. 

Sir  John  Newport  replied.  By  the  ex- 
planation which  had  been  given  of  the 
article  concerning  grain,  the  Act  of  Union 
might  be  rendered  entirely  null.  He 
appealed  to  the  House,  whether  this  clause 
had  been  applied  to  spirits,  as  in  that  dis- 
cussion an  entirely  different  plea  had  been 
set  up.  Alive  as  he  was  to  the  interests 
of  the  linen  manufacture,  he  was  per- 
suaded that  if  one  infringement  was  suf* 
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feted  on  the  Act  of  Union,  pleas  would 
never  be  wanting  for  any  infraction  of  it. 
The  bond  lay  before  them ;  it  vras  to  the 
liiera  scrota  of  the  bond,  and  to  the  mean- 
ing which  had  been  attributed  to  it  by 
its  proposers,  and  not  the  glosses  now  put 
on  it,  that  he  should  appeal.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  discussion  coming  on  at  a 
fnture  time,  but  he  had  thought  it  better 
to  oppose  the  measure  in  limine,  which 
opposition  being  recorded,  he  should  not 
divide  the  House.— The  previous  question 
was  then  put  and  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  February  1 1. 

Pbtitionj   respecting   the  Renewal 

OF  THE  East  India  Company's  Charter 

— from  the  City  of  London— Ruth  be- 

GLEN  —  ShROPSHI  RE  —  AND  LANCASTER.  ] 

A  Petition  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commons  of  London,  in  common 
council  assembled,  was  read;  setting 
forth, 

^'  That  the  petitioners,  deeply  impress* 
ed  with  the  necessity  of  supporting  the 
interests  and  prosperity  of  the  city  and 
port  of  London,  view  with  the  most  se- 
rious concern  the  communication  made 
on  the  4th  day  of  January  last,  by  the 
president  of  the  board  of  commmissionert 
for  the  afiairs  of  India,  to  the  chairman 
and  deputy  chairman  of  the  £.  L  Com* 
pany,  which,  in  conseqpence  of  the  late 
correspondence  and  negociation  for  the 
renewal  of  the  Company^s  chatrter/  states 
that  the  ministers  or  the  Prince  Regent, 
consistently  with  their  sense  of  public 
duty,  can  submit  no  arrangement  to  par- 
liament that  does  not  include  an  extension 
of  the  import  trade;  and  that  this  propos- 
ed extension  of  the  import  trade  to  the 
outports  appears  to  the  petitioners  not 
only  contrary  to  the  wise  system  and  long 
recognized  principles  of  policy  with  re- 
spect to  our.  Asiatic  poMessions  which 
have  been  uniformly  pursued  by  former  ad- 
ministrations, and  more  especially  by  hirf  ^ 
Majesty's  ministers  in  1793,  when  the  £. 
L  Company's  charter  was  renewed,  but 
seems,  under  every  circumstance  of  poli- 
tical commercial  and  financial  considera- 
tion, likely  to  be  attended  with  results 
highly  injurious  to  the  true  interests  of  the 
country  at  large  ;  and  that  it  appears  to 
the  petitioners  that  the  East  India  Com* 
pany,  throughout  the  whole  of  its  progress 
to  its  present  state,  has  been  supported 
strengthened  and  invigorated  by  a  grand 
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▼iul  principle  of  indissoluble  connection 
between  its  government  and  trade ;  and 
that  to  break  asunder  this  connection  woaid 
imminently  endanger,  if  not  totally,  des- 
troy»tbe  government,  the  territorial  wealth, 
and  the  trade  of  India;  and  that  the  peti* 
tioners  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  ex- 
press their  coiiviction  that,  weraihe  Indian 
trade  extended  to  the  outports,  it  would 
only  contribute  to  excite  a  wild  and  fruit- 
Ifiss  spirit  of  speculation,  affording  neither 
proper  channels  and  markets  for  the  diffu- 
sion and  sale  of  British  manufactures,  nor 
an  increase  of  commodities  in  return  pro- 
fitable to  the  merchant,  and  beneficial  to 
the  community  ;  whilst  the  many  and  ob- 
yious  facilities  held  out  to  smuggling 
would,  by  the  introduction  of  prohibited 
goods,  depreciate  our  native  productions, 
and  impair  the  best  sources  of  our  national 
industry  and  opulence  ;  and  that  th^. pro- 
posed extension  would,  if  carried  into  ef- 
fect, inevitably  produce  the  most  ruinous 
consequences  to  the  commercial  and  local 
interests  ofjhe  city  and  port  of  London, 
by.  din^inishing  the  means,  and  drying  up 
the  springs .  of  industry*  which  have  hi^ 
therto  afforded  occupation  and  support  to 
ja  vast  proportion  of  the  national  popula- 
tion ;  and  that  it  would  most  materially 
injure,  if  not  altogether  ruin,  the  various 
and  very  considerable  establiabments  now 
formed,  consisting  of  docks,  manufactories, 
warehouses,  storehouses,  and  other  useful 
buildings,  constructed  at  an  immense  ex- 
pence  both  in  the  city  of  London  and  on 
the  banks  of  the  Thames,  which,  during 
(he  continued  pressure  of  war,  and  the 
most  trying  periods  of  public  distress  and 
embarrassment,  have  supplied  with  em- 
ployment many  thousands  of  workmen, 
artificers,  artisans,  and  labourers,  and  af- 
forded to  their  numerous  families  the  cer- 
tain means  of  subsistence ;  and  that,  con* 
•ideriog  the  measure  ap  connected  ^ith 
the  public  revenue,  to  which  the  city  of 
London  so  very  largely  contributes,  and 
*  thereby  in  a  great  degree  upholds  the 
Jianoar  and  credit  of  the  country,  the  pe- 
titioners cannot  view  the  proposed. exten- 
sion without  alarming  apprehensions  of 
encreased  expence  and  difficulties  in  the 
collection  of  the  import  duties,  which 
being  at  present  limited  to  onct  point,  and 
collected  in  an  easy  expeditious  and  cer- 
tain way,  almost  without  expence,  would 
be  then  split  divided  and  subdivided,  so  as 
to  become  embarrassed  slow  and  precarious 
in  the  receipts,  ai)d  attended  with  an 
enormous  disbursement  in  the  mode  of 
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^collecting-;  and  that  it  appears  to  the 
petitioners,  from  a  consideration  of  the 
internal  state  of  India,  as  #eli  as  from  tbe 
experience  of  the  private  trade  wbiclkbas 
been,  and  continues  to  be  allowed,  that  it 
is  impracticable  in  any  material  degree  to 
au^tanent  the  import  of  profitable  coipmo- 
dities  froip,  or  the  export  of  British  manu' 
factures  to  India:  and  that  the  petitioners 
feel  it  their  indispensible  duty  to  express 
their  firm  conviction,  that  however  detri* 
mental  such  extension  would  prove  to  the 
city  and  port  of  London,  it  could  not  but 
prove  still  more  so  to  the  mercantile  anil 
manufacturing  branches  connected  with 
the  outports,  and  terminate  in  the  certain 
disappointment  of  their  present  hopes  and 
expectations;  and  that,  with  respect  to 
the  export  trade,  as  many  thQusands  of 
artiGcers,  with  their  families,  would  be  in 
danger  of  extreme  distress  and  misery,  Jo 
proportion  as  they  would  be  deprived  of 
employment  by  its  removal  from  the  port 
of  London,  the  petitioners  humbly  beg 
leave  to  state  that  it  is  of  the, highest  im- 
portance to  the  city  and  port  of  London 
that  the  export  trade  to  India  and  China 
should  continue  to  be  carried  on  as  here- 
tofore; and  that  the  interesU  of  the  £.  L 
Company  appear  to  the^ petitioners  to  be 
so  interwouen  with  the  political  and  com- 
mercial system  of  the  British  empire  as  to 
excite  in  tb^ir  n»inds  the  moat  serious  ap- 
prehensions that  extreme  danger  will  arise 
to  the  constitution,  in  case  of  the  dissolu- 
tion of  that  body,  from  the  transfer  of  the 
Indian  patronage  to  the  crown,  which  is 
to  be  dreaded  in  the  event  of  the  threat- 
ened separation  of  the  government  and 
commerce  of  India  takmg  place;  and" 
praying,  that  on  any  renewal  of  the  K  I. 
Company's  Charter,  the  trade  to  and  from 
India  and  China  may  be  continued  exclu* 
sively  to  the  port  of  London,  and  that  the 
petitioners  may  be  heard,  by  their  coun- 
sel and  agents,  in  sopport  of  the  prayer  of 
their  Peution." 

A  Petition  of  the  magistrates  and  com- 
mon council  of  the  burgh  of  Rutherglen^ 
in  cotmcil  assembled,  was  also  presented  ; 
setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners,  with  great  defer 
rence  to  the  House,  conceive  it  to  be 
the  right  of  all  British  subjects  to  have  a 
free  trade  to  India,  China,  and  the  other 
countries  tp  the  e^tward  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  they  are  bold  enough  to 
say,  that  the  exclusive  privilege  to  this 
trade  in  favour  of  a  particular  class  of  in- 
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diTidualf  hts  been,  and  most  he,  attended 
ivitb  prejudicial  consequences  to  tbe  com- 
nerce  and  ^anofactores  of  tbe  United 
Kingdom,  tbe  more  especially  as  it  bas 
been  allowed  to  foreign  states  at  amity 
witb  his  Majesty,  and  denied  to  Britisb 
subjects;  and  tnat,  among  many  other 
powerful  reasons  why  this  trade  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  all  British  subjects,  tbe  pe- 
titioners are  humbly  of  opinion,  by  it  the 
peace  of  the  community  might  be  thereby 
secured  by  affording  full  work  and  fair 
wages  to  the  operaiire  classes,  to  secure 
whose  comfort,  and  to  render  whom  con- 
tented with  their  situation,  is  of  tbe  very 
highest  importance  to  the  state ;  and  pray- 
ing, that  no  exclusive  grant  may  be  given 
fo  tbe  trade,  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope ;  and  that  the  commerce 
with  those  countries  may  not  be  confined 
to  any  particular  port  in  the  United  King- 
dom, but  that  the  House  will  restore  to 
British  subjects  those  commercial  privi- 
leges to  which  they  have  an  undoubted 
right- 
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A  Petition  of  the  iron-masters,  proprie- 
tors of  the  principal  iron-works  in  Shrop- 
shire, was  also  presented ;  setting  forth^ 

**  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  re- 
present to  the  House,  that  though  they 
are  fully  sensible  that  it  is  a  duty  incum- 
bent upon  every  subject  of  these  realms  to 
submit,  and  the  petitioners  are  willing 
cheerfully  to  submit  to  every  cbmmercial 
regulation  and  restriction  by  which  the 
welfare  of  the  state  is  essentially  promoted, 
yet  they  apprehend,  and  beg  leave  to  state, 
that  the  principle  of  restraining  the  subjects 
of  these  realms  from  trading  with  foreign 
nations  and  our  distant  possessions,  by  grant- 
ing an  exclusive  exercise  of  that  right  to  a 
chartered  company,  is  so  far  from  being 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  state,  that  it 
in  itself  is  an  obstacle  to  the  increase  of 
oar  commercial  intercourse  with  those  fo- 
reign nations  and  distant  possessions;  and 
that  the  principle  of  conducting  trade  with 
foreign  nations  and  distant  possessions  by 
means  of  a  chartered  company,  tends  to 
increase  the  price  paid  by  them  for  the 
transport  of  our  manufactures,  and  to  en- 
hance that  which  we  pay  for  their  pro- 
dace,  and  thereby,  instead  of  being  a  be- 
nefit to  this  country,  is  ^n  injury,  and  con- 
sequently an  injustice  to  both^  and  that 
the  petitioners  presented  «  petition  to  the 
House  in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
praying  that  the  charter  of  the  £.  I.  Coo:- 
pany  may  be  abolished,  and  that  from  the 


many  important  facts  which  have  been 
disclosed,  in  the  discussions  which  have 
since  taken  place  on  the  subject  of  the  said 
charter,  the  petitioners  are  more  than  ever 
convinced  that  a  renewal  thereof  would 
not  only  be  impolitic  in  a  national  point  of 
view,  but  deeply  injurious  to  the  mercan* 
tile  interest  of  these  kingdoms;  and  pray* 
fng,  that,  if  possible,  the  exclusive  charter 
of  the  £.  I.  Company  may  liot  be  renewed, 
or  that  if  from  circumstances,  not  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  petitioners,  it  should 
appear  to  the  House  nf  cessary  to  conqede 
to  the  Company  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
trading  to  some  particular  nation  situated 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  such  con* 
cession  may  be  as  limited  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  will  admit :  and  the  petitioners 
earnestly  intreat  of  the  House,  so  in  iti 
wisdom  to  protect  tbe  rights  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjecu,  as  that  they  may  not  be 
restricted  from  a  free  intercG^urse  with  our 
Indian  possessions,  nor  without  absolute 
necessity  from  trading  with  any  of  those 
nations  which  are  situated  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope," 


A  Petition  of  the  merchants,  ship- 
owners, and  others  interested  in  the  trade 
of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  was  also  pre- 
sented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  tbe  petitioners,  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  the  policy  which  has  so 
long  confined  (he  commerce  of  India, 
China,  and  other  countries  eastward  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  by  charter  of  monopoly 
granted  to  the  £.  I.  Company,  is  not  cal- 
culated to  give  to  the  nation  at  large 
those  advantages  which  would  result  from 
a  free  intercourse  with  them  ;  and  that, 
in  addressing  themselves  to  the  House, 
they  venture,  with  the  most  respectful 
confidence,  to  maintain  that  the  interests 
of  this  great  empire  will  be  importantly 
benefited  by  a  free  trade  with  the  coun- 
tries in  question ;  and  that  a  continued 
exclusion  fri)m  them  will  be  attended 
with  prejudicial  consequences  ;  and  that, 
in  opposition  to  the  principles  of  justice 
and  sound  policy,  this  intercourse  has 
been  allowed  to  foreign  states  at  amity 
with  his  Majesty,  while  it  bas  been  de- 
nied to  his  own  subjects,  and,  as  hi  the 
case  of  the  Dnited  States  of  America,  has 
greatly  contributed  to  weaken  the  re- 
sources of  this  country,  and  to  strengthen 
those  of  the  enemy  ;  and  that,  at  a  time 
when  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
give  \))e  people  of  the  United  Kingdom 
all  tbe  advantages  of  their  skUlj  industry. 
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and  capitjal,  when  the  prosecution  of  an 
expensive  war  renders  it  necessary  to 
adopt  every  means  for  augmenting  the  re- 
venue; and  when  the  prosperity  of  the 
nation  requires  so  much  the  maintenance 
of  its  naval  superiority  by  encouraging  a 
nursery  for  seamen,  it  becomes  indispen- 
sably requisite  to  open  every  legitimate 
channiei  of  commerce  ;  and  that  the  sys- 
tem which  has  hitherto  confined  the  £. 
I.  trade  to  the  port  of  London,  is  con- 
trary to  the  equal  rights  of  British  sub- 
jects, and  to  those  prmciples  of  justice  and 
liberal  policy  by  which  the  legislature  is 
directed ;  and  that  it  cannot  be  necessary, 
because  it  has  been  completely  proved 
that  the  revenue  is  as  well  secured,  and 
collected  with  as  much  ease  and  safety, 
at  the  out- ports,  as  at  the  port  of  London ; 
and  that  the  extent  of  coast  in  the  King's 
channel  admits  of  facilities  for  smuggling 
which  do, not  exist  at  the  out-ports;  and 
praying,  that  no  exclusive' grant  be  given 
to  trade  with  the  countries  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  to  any  part 
'  thereof,  and  that  this  Commerce  may' be 
extended  to  every  port  in  which  the  Ware- 
housing Act  of  the  43d  of  the  King  has  been 
acted  upon,  and  that  the  House  will,  in  its 
wisdom,  adopt  such  measures  as  will  se- 
cure the  rights  and  privileges  to  which 
y  the  petitioners,  as  British  subjects,  possess 
an  unquestionable  claim,  and  which  are 
eminently  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  interests  of  the  country  at 
large." 
Ordered  to  lie  npon  the  table. 

Petitions  against  thb  Claims  of  the 
Roman  Cathollcs  —  from  the  Arch- 
deacon AND  Clergy  of  Bath  and  Wells 
—-Mayor,  &c.  of  St.  Albans— Arch- 
deacon, &c.  of  St.  Albans — ^Archdeacon 
and  Clergy  of  Suffolk— Archdeacon 
AND  Clergy  of  Sudbury— Clbiigy  of 
Carmarthen,  Cardigan,  and  Brecon- 
Archdeacon  AND  Clergy  of  Winches- 
ter— Bailiffs,  &c.  of  Ipswich- Inhabi- 
tants OF  Anglesey — ^Archdeacon,  &c. 
OF  Colchester— Archdeacon  and  Clergy 
OF  Lincoln — Dean  and  Chapter  of  Wor- 
cester—Gentry, CjLERGY,  &C.  OF  HaNG- 
West — and  the  Mayor,  &c.  of  Har- 
wich.] A  Petition  of  the  archdeacons 
and  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  was  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  haye  witnessed 
with  considerable  apprehension  the  re- 
cent attempts  made  to  extend  the  con- 
cessions already  yielded  to  Papists,  by 
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granting  to  them  privileges  from  which 
they  ha?e  hitherto  been  legally  debarred  ; 
and  that  they  humbly  beg  leave  to  state, 
that  they  do  not  entertain  personal  preju- 
dices against  any  individuals,  or  against  any 
community,  on  account  of  dissent  from  the 
established  religion,  nor  are  they  desirous 
of  abridging  the  liberty  of  conscience  en- 
joyed by  all  persons  dissenting  from  the 
doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  established 
Church,  but  they  cannot  contemplate 
without  additional  alarm  the  preparations 
openly  made  to  promote  the  revival  of 
Popery,  and  the  arguments  advanced  ia 
support  of  what  are  called  the  Catholic 
Claims,  claims  openly  avowed,  by  the 
Popish  prelates  and  their  clergy,  to  con* 
sist  in  a  perfect  equality  with  rrotestants 
in  every  political  privilege ;  and  they 
huml^ly  beg  leave  farther  to  state,  that,  if 
the  indulgencies  sought  by  persons  of  the 
Romish  communion  were  questions  of 
mere  political  expediency,  they  should 
rejoice  in  any  boon  safely  conterred  on 
them  by  the  State  ;  but,  as  faithful  mi- 
nisters of  the  Church  of  England^  they 
cannot  consider  the  predommance  of  Po- 
pery over  Protestantism,  in  an  integral 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  as  a  mere 
question  of  political  expediency;  and 
they  should  deem  such  an  event  iiothmg 
less  than  the  harbinger  of  the  downfall  of 
the  Church  of  England ;  and  that  they 
presume  not  to  insinuate  that  the  wisdom 
of  parliament  cannot  grant  such  indul- 
gences as  may  gratify  the  reasonable  Pe- 
titions of  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren, 
but  they  confidently  hope  that  those 
indulgences  will  be  thoroughly  con- 
sistent with  the  constitution,  as  settled  in 
1688,  with  the  ProtesUnt  succession,  and 
with  the  Act  of  Settlement  on  which  the 
right  of  the  august  House  of  Brunswick 
to  the  crown  is  founded,  and  also  with 
the  perfect  security 'and  integrity  of  that 
pure  and  apostolical  Church  by  Divine 
Providence  established  in  these  realms/' 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  re- 
corder, burgesses,  clergy,  and  principal 
inhabitants,  of  the  borough  of  ^»t.  Alban, 
was  also  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  observe  with  the 
utmost  solicitude  and  alarm  the  assiduous 
efibrU  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  obtain 
admission  to  all  places  of  political  power 
and  trust,  both  civil  and  military,  aiid  to 
.the  unlimited  exercise  of  legislative  fuhc* 
tions ;  and  that  it  is  with  feelings  of  un- 
feigned satisfaction  they  duatemplate  the 
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blessings  of  reVigioas  toleration,  as  ex- 
tended to  tbeir  fellow -subjects  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church,  and  the  removal  of 
all  the  disabilities  affecting  tbeir  property 
and  personal  rights,  but  they  feel  it  an  im- 
perious duty,  not  only  to  themselyes  but 
to  posterity,  now  to  resist  their  persever- 
ing endeavours,  notwithstanding  the  large 
and  important  privileges  already  conceded 
to  them,  to  acquire  possession  of  political 
influence  and  power,  in  direct  violation 
of  all  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  and 
all  the  subsequent  laws,  which  have  se- 
cured such  privileges  only  to  those  of 
the  Protestant  establishment;  and  that, 
confiding  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Legis* 
latare,  they  have  hitherto  refrained 
from  petitioning  the  House  against  the 
Claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  so  re- 
peatedly and  incessantly  urged ;  but  such 
silence  having  been  misconstrued  into  a 
tacit  approbation  of  the  measure,  t})e  pe- 
tiiionersfeel  anxious  to  record  their  fullest 
conviction  of  the  danger  of  such  conces- 
sions, which,  as  they  conceive,  can  only 
be  granted  by  an  abandonment  of  that 
constitutional  principle  on  which  the  se- 
curity of  the  Protestant  establishment  and 
the  right  of  the  throne  is  founded  ;  and 
the  petitioners  therefore  humbly  implore 
the  House,  the  guardians  and  protectors 
of  their  liberties,  both  civil  and  religious, 
to  become  the  opponents  of  every  mea- 
sure that  may  give  political  ability  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  undermine  the  basis 
of  the  British  constitution,  and  that  it  may 
be  still  transmitted,  with  all  its  blessings 
and  privileges,  unimpaired  to  their  pos- 
terity." 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and 
clergy  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Saint  Al- 
ban,  was  also  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  contemplate  with 
the  liveliest  satisfaction  that  full  and 
equal  toleration  extended  by  the  British 
government  to  all  its  subjects  in  matters 
of  religion,  by  which  provision  the  pri- 
vate privilege  of  conscience  is  exempt,  as 
it  ought  to  be,  from  human  limitation  or 
controul,  and  the  public  acts  and  profes- 
sions of  men  in  those  respects  are  liable  to 
no  restraints  but  such  as  are  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  safety,  peace,  and  welfare, 
of  the  whole  community ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  entertain  the  most  earnest 
wish  that  every  subject  in  the  British  em- 
pire should  be  free  to  share  in  civil  bene- 
fits, and  be  affected  by  no  incapacity  for 
place  or  power,  except  where  the  secarity 


and  welfare  of  the  State  may  require  the 
continuance  of  such  restraints  as  have 
b^cn  dccDAcd  necessary  by  the  judgment 
of  the  legislature,  on  which  ground  it  is 
that  they  humbly  conceive  the  present 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics^  of  this 
realm  to  be  inadmissible  j  and  that  the 
petitioners,  in  this  last  expression  of  their 
sentiments,  do  not  regret  the  several  acts 
of  indulgence  which  have  been  succes- 
sively conceded  to  this  body  of  tbeir 
countrymen  and  fellow  Christians,  so  well 
calculated,  as  such  favours  have  been,  to 
conciliate  and  satisfy  the  minds  of  tbosa 
who  stand  unhappily  divided  from  us,  in 
communion ;  and  that  if  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  Rome  in  this  land,  by  any 
overt  acts  of  an  hostile  nature  to  the  State 
have  forfeited  at  any  time  the  right  to  full 
and  perfect  toleration,  the  petitioners  see 
with  pleasure  the  restitution  of  such  right, 
judging  that  the  government  in  its  wisdom 
has  found  it  safe  to  remove  those  restraints, 
which  were  only  warranted  by  the  neces- 
sary care  and  preservation  of  the  public 
weal ;  they  likewise  hope  and  trust  that 
every  further  favour  and  indulgence  may 
be  granted,  so  far  as  can  be  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  State,  and  of  course 
with  (he  security  of  the  Protestant  esta^ 
blishment,  with  which  the  dearest  inte- 
rests of  the  State  are  interwoven,  but  they 
are  persuaded  that  an  equal  participation 
of  the  legislative  power  cannot  safely  be 
thrown  open  to  a  body  of  Christians, 
whose  avowed  and  unalterable  ^principles, 
founded  on  the  decisions  of  a  Church 
which  calls  itself  infallible,  are  hostile  to 
the  civil  supremacy  in  this  realm,  as 
extended  over  all  persons  and  all  causes  ; 
such  a  privilege,  enlarged  to  men  whose 
consciences  are  subject  to  an  arbitrary 
power  without  the  realm,  and  operating 
as  it  must  do  very  frequently  in  mixed 
cases,  tends  directly  to  subvert  the  British 
constitution  beque^hed  to  us  by  our  an- 
cestors, and  settled  in  its  fundamental 
laws  and  public  declarations ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  humbly  apprehend  that  no 
just  claim  to  civil  rights  against  existing 
laws  so  framed,  can  be  competent  to  an^ 
body  of  men,  much  less  to  a  manifest  mi- 
nority ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  with  re- 
ference to  this  branch  of  the  question 
which  relates  to  numbers,  feel  sensibly  for 
that  part  of  the  British  empire  where  the 
numbers  of  those  whose,  claims  are  now 
put  forward,  preponderate  in  a  great  de* 
gree ;  the  petitioners  are  therefore  led  to 
-wish  most  earnestly  for   any   improve* 
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ment  of  their  circumstances  which  the 
case  admits,  but  they  cannot  but  observe 
Uiat  the  British  laws  and  constitution  are 
planned  for  the  safety  of  the  whole^  and 
more  especially  in  these  two  following  re- 
.spects — that  no  foreign  head  shall  have 
authority  or  jurisdiction  of  what  kind  8o« 
ever  in  this  realm  ;-f-and  that  the  Protes- 
tant establishment  and  Protestant  ascen- 
dancy, the  main  bulwark  of  our  integrity 
in  matters  of  religion  and  of  our  liberties 
and  well-being  as  a  people,  shall  be  pre- 
served inviolable ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
should  view,  with  equal  apprehension  and 
anxiety,  any  disposition  to  separate  the 
civil  and  religious  interests  of  the  realm, 
the  consequence  of  which  would  not  only 
be  the  rain  of  the  present  ecclesiastical 
establishment  of  the  Church  of  England, 
bat  the  overthrow  of  all  peace  and  con- 
cord among  Christians,  as  subsisting  in 
one  land  or  nation ;  upon  this  account  the 
petitioners  view  with  astonishment  the 
attempts  of  those  who  would  represent 
this  whole  question  as  exclusively  politi- 
cal, and  humbly  crave  leave  to  express 
their  sense,  at  this  juncture,  of  the  danger 
of  yielding  to  those  claims  which  admit 
,not  of  the  common  pledges  which  are  now 
required  from  all  those  who  share  in  the 
le^pslative  branches  of  authority/' 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  of  Suffolk, 
and  of  the  clergy,  was  also  presented ; 
lettinff  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  view,  with  in- 
creasing concern  and  alarm,  the  repeated 
and  persevering  efforts  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  obtain 
from  the  legislature  an  elevation  to  a  de- 
gree of  political  power  which,  in  the 
humble  opinion  of  the  petitioners,  cannot 
be  granted  them  without  the  most  imminent 
danger  to  the  constitution  both  in  Church 
and  State;  and  that  the  petitioners  feel 
the}!;, would  be  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of 
duty,  were  they  longer  to  defer  express- 
ing, in  the  most  unequivocal  but  respectful 
manner,  not  only  that  firm  and  zealous 
attachment  to  the  Church,  of  which  they 
are  ministers,  springing  from  the  belief  that 
its  doctrines  are  scriptural,  and  its  ordi- 
nances apostolical,  for  which  they  claim 
credit  from  the  House  and  their  country,  but 
also  their  full  persuasion  that,  wHh  the  pre* 
servation  of  the  Church,  the  best  interests  of 
true  religion,  as  well  as  the  stability  of  the 
monarchy,  and  consequent  happiness  and 
prosperity  of  the  people,  are  most  inti- 
mately and  indeed  Inseparably  connected; 


PtiUumi  agabiif  the 


im 


but  great  as  is  their  confidence  in  the 
purity  of  the  Church,  as  by  la[w  estab- 
lished, the  petitioners  contemplate,  with 
unfeigned  satisfaction,  the  complete  and 
unrestrained  exercise  of  th^ir  ireltgion, 
mnted  to  all  who  anhappily  separate 
from  her  communion,  and  they  humbly 
conceive  that  Roman  Catholics,  in  com- 
mon with  all  Protestant  dissenters,  enjoy 
this  toleration  in  the  most  ample  manner  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  therefore,  most 
earnestly  implore  the  House,  not  to  relax 
those  salutary  regulations  in  the  instance 
of  persons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  to  which  all  Protestants  are  at 
this  tiine  compelled  to  submit,  nor  to  re- 
move those  euards  dnd  fences  which  have 
been  so  wisely  planted  round  the  venerable 
fabric  of  the  united  Church  of  England 
and  Ireland,  cemented  in  the  blood  of  its 
martyrs,  unless  parliament  shall,  in  its 
wisdom,  provide  other  means  of  security , 
which  the  petitioners  have  never  yet  seen 
detailed,  that  may  prove  a  support  and 
defence  equally  permanent  and  solid/' 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and  clergy 
of  the  archdeaconry  of  Sudbury,  in  th^ 
county  of  Suffolk,  was  also  presented ; 
settinir  forth, 

'<  That  the  petitioners,  im preyed  with 
a  just  regard  for  the  Church  of  which  they 
are  ministers,  and  duly  grateful  for  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  it  has  so  long  en- 
joyed, feel  increasing  alarm  and  appre* 
hension  at  the  claims  and  persevering 
efforts  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
United -Kingdom  to  obtain  from  the  legis- 
lature an  elevation  to  political  power, 
which,  in  the  humble  opinion  of  the  peti- 
tioners, appears  incompatible  with  the 
maintenance  of  the  reformed  religion  and 
the  security  of  the  Protesunt  succession 
in  these  realms;  and  that  the  petitioners 
feel  themselves  compelled  by  their  duty, 
on  a  comparison  of  the  extent  and  object 
of  these  claims  with  the  principles  and 
policy  of  those  who  rpake  them,  to  express 
strongly,  but  with  all  respect  and  d#ference» 
their  sense  of  such  dangerous  demands, 
conceiving  that  in  reason  and  prudence 
power  cannot  be  confided  to  persons  who 
are  under  the  dominion  of  an  influence 
hostile  to  the  establishment,  the  peti- 
tioners, at  the  same  time,  confiding  in  the 
scripturail  and  apostolical  excellence  of 
that  Church  of  which  they  are  members, 
contemplate,  with  unfeigned  satisfaction, 
the  complete  and  unrestrained  exercise  of 
their  religion,  granted  to  all  who  dissent 
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^nd  sep^irate  from  her  communion*  and 
they  humbly  conceive  that  Roman  Ca- 
tholics enjoy  this  toleration  in  common 
with  them  in  the  most  ample  manner ;  and 
that,  fully  persuaded  the  best  interests  of 
religion,  as  well  as  the  stability  of  the 
monarchy,  and  .  the^  prosperity  of  the 
people  are  intima^ly  and  inseparably 
connected  with-  the  preseryation  of  the 
reformed  Protestant  Church,  and  having 
experienced  the  efficacy  of  the  laws  so 
wisely  enacted  by  our  ancestors  as  a  guard 
and  protection,  the  petitioners  humbly 
and  most  earnestly  implore  the  House  not 
to  relax  those  salutary  regulations,  nor  to 
remove  those  fences  planted  round  the 
▼e;ierable  fabric  of  the  united  Church  of 
England  and  Ireland,  and  cemented  in  the 
blood  of  its  martyrs ;  and  that,  influenced 
by  these  considerations,  the  petitioners, 
with  all  humility  and  respect,  offer  this 
expression  of  their  sentiments  to  the 
House,  confidently  trusting  that  on  an 
occasion  in  which  the  interests  of  the  re- 
formed religion  are  so  vitally  concerned, 
the  voice  of  its  niinisters  will  not  be  dis* 
regarded,  and  that,  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
House,  they  will  adopt  such  measures  as 
will  best  maintain  the  Protestant  ascen- 
dancy in  Church  and  State,  and  give  sta- 
bility and  permanence  to  the  civil  and 
ecclesiasticai  constitution  of  the  country/' 

Three  Petitions— of  the  clergy  of  the 
archdeaconries  of  Carmarthen,  Cardigan, 
and  Brecon,  in  the  diocese  of  Saint  David 
— were  also  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  having  heard 
with  great  anxiety  of  the  renewed  exer- 
tions which  our  Soman  Catholic  fellow 
subjects^are  making  for  the  abolition  of  all 
those  tests  which  pur  forefathers  judged  to 
be  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  Pro- 
testant establishment  in  Church  and  State, 
and  being  impressed  with  a  deep  convio^ 
tion  of  the  inestimable  value  of  the  Pro- 
testant reiigioii,  as  professed  by  the 
Church  of  England  ;  which  they  esteem 
to  be  not  Less  valuable  to  us  than  to  our 
forefathers,  who  establiahed  it,  and  being, 
moreover,  fully  persuaded  that  the  cor* 
ruptions  of  Popery,  which  our  pious  and 
Teoeral^le  reformers  laboured  to  eradicate, 
and  resisted  unto  death,  have  not  changed 
their  t  haracter,  but  are  equally  inimical 
to  national  liberty  and  to  the  Protestant 
faith,  do  humbly  pray  that  the  House  will 
not  remove  any  restrictions  which  are 
essential  to  the  security  of  the  Established 
Church  and  Protestant    succession,    nor 
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grant  anv  concessions  which  may  in  any 
way  enaanger  the  blessings  of  the  Be* 
formation/'  \ 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and  clergy 
of  the  archdeaconry  of  Winchester,  was 
also  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  while  they  in  all 
humility  submit  to  the  House  their'serious 
apprehensions  of  the  dangerous  conse- 
quences of  conceding  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  the  United  Kingdom  their  claims 
of  a  total  repeal  of  those  statutes  which 
preclude  them  from  offices  of  trust  and 
power,  at  the  same  time  anxiously  disavow 
every  degree  of  intolerance,  or  any  un- 
charitable wish  to  controul  or  abridge, 
either  with  regard  to  our  Roman  Catholic 
fellow  subjects,  or  to  Christians  of  any 
other  persuasion  dissenting  from  our 
Church,  the  freest  profession  of  those  opi- 
nions, or  the  most  unrestricted  exercise  of 
that  worship  which  their  conscience  ap- 
proves ;  and  that  they  however  conceive 
that  at  no  period  in  the  annals  of  Chris- 
tianity was  this  liberty  more  fblly  and 
perfectly  enjoyed  by  those  of  every 
Christian  persuasion  within  the  United 
Kingdom  than  at  the  present  moment  in 
which  we  live;  and  these  inestimable  ad- 
vantages the  petitioners  hnmbly  think 
themselves  warranted  in  attributing,  in 
great  measure,  to  the  ascendency  of  a 
mild  and  tolerant  establishment,  protected 
by  those  enactments  of  which  an  entire 
and  unqualified  repeal  is  now  required; 
and  praying,  that  those  safeguards  which 
bur  Protestant  ancestors,  men  eminently 
distinguished  by  their  legislative  pru- 
dence, and  their  zealous  attachment  to 
the  true  principles  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  delivered  down  to  us,  and  which 
appear  to  be  still  necessary  to  the  protec- 
tion of  our  constitution  in  Church  and 
State,  to  the  security  of  the  Protestant 
succession  in  the  illustrious  House  of  Ha- 
nover, and  to  the  interests  of  the  Protes- 
tant religion  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
may,  by  the  wisdom  of  the  House,  be  pre- 
served, so  that  all  the  blessings  experi- 
mentally resulting  from  them  for  mor^ 
than  a  century  past  may  be,  under  the 
favour  of  Divine  Providence,  transmitted 
unimpaired  to  the  latest  posterity/' 

A  Petition  of  the  bailifl^,  burgesses,  and 
commonalty,  of  Ipswich,  in  great  court 
assembled,  was  also  presented;  setting 
forth, 

'*  That  the  petitioners,  actuated  by  no 
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sentiments  of  hostility  towards  their  Ro- 
man Catholic  fellow  subjects,  and  unin- 
fluenced  by  any  wish  to  restrain  the  free 
exercise  of  religions  opinions,  yet  view 
with  the  most  serions  alarm,  the  efforts 
now  making  to  extend  the  indulgences 
already  granted  to  Papists,  by  conferring 
upon  them  political  privileges  from  which 
they  have  hitherto  been  legally  debarred ; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  with  a  deference 
befitting  an  appeal  to  the  deliberative 
wisdom  of  parliament,  beg  permission  re- 
spectfully to  state  their  conscientioos  per- 
su^ion,  that  the  repeal  of  those  laws,  on 
which  the  remaining  Catholic  disabilities 
are  founded,  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit 
and  safety  of  the  British  constitution,  in- 
asmuch, as  in  the  honest  judgment  of  the 
petitioners,  the  restrictions  now  sought  to 
oe  abolished  have  essentially  contributed 
to  the  preservation  of  those  civil  and  reli- 

fious  institutions  under  which  this  nation 
as  attained  to  an  envied  elevation  of  po- 
litical prosperity ;  and  they  therefore 
earnestly  implore  the  House,  not  to  relax 
in  the  maintenance  of  those  ancient  and 
tried  securities,  which'  long  experience 
has  proved  to  be  the  surest  bulwarks  of 
this  Protestant  Churdh  and  State,  and  for 
the  continuance  of  which  it  is  their  firm 
belief,  that  as  valid  reasons  now  exist  as 
when  they  were  first  devised  by  the  pro- 
vident wisdom  of  our  ancestors/' 

A  Petition  of  the  gentlemen  clergy  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Angle- 
'  sey,  was  also  presented  ;  setting  forth, 

'*  That  the  petitioners,  deeply  as  they 
are  impressed  with  a  just  abhorrence  of  all 
persecution  ,ibr  difference  of  opinion  in 
faith  or  practice,  and  justly  as  they  exult 
in  being  members  of  a  national  church 
which  has  ever '  shown  tenderness  to  scru- 
pulous consciences  in  the  exercise  of  reli- 
gion, do  nevertheless  humbly  conceive  the 
preservation  of  that  Church,  as  by  law  esta- 
blished, to  be  their  primary  and  bounden 
duty;  and  that  the  petitioners  rejoiced 
in  the  relief  granted  by  the  Act  of  the  31st 
of  his  present  Majesty  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  but  lament  that,  instead 
of  the  g^ratitude  and  contentment  which 
that  mei^ure  was  calculated  to  produce, 
'it  has  encouraged  them  to  advance  claims 
manifestly  subversive  of  the  Protestant 
establishment;  it  therefore  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  petitioners,  and  they  do  most 
humbly  pray,  that  the  House,  in  any  mea- 
sures which  in  its  wisdom  it  may  adopt 
for  the  farther  relief  of  the  Roman  Catho- 


PeHtioni  agamu  iht 


[448 


lies  of  Ireland,  will  take  especial  care  that 
those  measures  be  so  framed  as  to  preserve 
that  constitution,  civil  and  religions,  which 
the  petitioners  have  received  from  thenr 
ancestors,  and  which  it  is  their  anxious 
wish  to  transmit  unimpaired  to  their  pos- 
terity." 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon,  clergy, 
and  laity  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Col« 
Chester,  was  also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

''That  the  petitioners  have  viewed, 
with  a  great  degree  of  anxiety  and  in* 
terest,  the  discussions  which  have  firon 
time  to  time  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
House  upon  certain  claims  preferred  by 
his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  of 
this  United  Kingdom,  and  have  seen  with 
increased  solicitude  these  claims  urged 
upon  the  House  with  additional  con- 
fidence on  the  part  of  the  claimants ;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  sincere  friends  to  re- 
ligious* toleration,  and  faithfully  united  in 
the  bonds  of  Christian  charity  to  all  their 
fellow  subjects,  however  differing  from 
them  in  religious  opinion,  have,  among 
the  many  preferences  which  they  have 
conscientiously  given  to  the  established 
Church  of  these  realms,  not  admired  it  the 
least  for  its  mild  ascendancy  over  those 
who  dissent  from  it,  for  iu  Christian  tem- 
per on  all  occasions  towards  them,  and 
for  its  uniform  moderation ;  and  that,  in- 
fluenced by  these  sentiments,  and  relying 
with  a  confidence*  which  they  trust  win 
never  be  disappointed,  on  the  wisdom  of 
the  House,  the  petitioners  have  hitherto 
fo*-born  to  express  their  apprehensions  on 
this  very  imporUnt  subject,  but  conceiving 
from  the  measures  they  have  observed, 
and  from  the  exertions  which  have  been 
adopted,  that  the  same  claims  iday  soon 
be  pressed  with  new  energy  upon  the 
House,  they  feel  ft  their  bounden  duty 
humbly  to  submit  to  the  House,  that,  in 
their  sincere  and  conscientious  opinion, 
these  claims  cannot  be  conceded  m  the 
unlimited  and  unrestricted  application  in 
which  the  petitioners  understand  they 
have  been  made,  without  danger  in  their 
immediate  effects,  and  still  more  in  what 
the  petitioners  conceive  would  be  their 
unavoidable  consequences  to  that  con- 
stitution in  Church  and  State  for  which 
our  forefathers  in  their  wisdom  so  strenu- 
ously, and  happily  for  us,  so  successfully 
contended,  and  by  which,  under  the 
mercy  and  protection  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, this  country  has  been  raised 
to  a  state  of  strength  and  prosperity  en« 
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vied  by  other  nations,  and  eiyoyed  by 
none ;  and  that,  were  the  disabilities  and 
disc^aalilications  of  the  petitioners'  fellow 
subjects  professing  the   Roman  Catholic 
religion  such  as  would  affect  their  liberty 
of  conscience,  their  free  exercise  of  reli- 
gious worship,  or  any  of  those  priTileges 
lYhich  are  essential  to  the  happiness  of  so- 
cial or  domestic  life,  the  petitioners  would 
be  the  first  to  promote  their  removal,  but 
bein^,  as  they  are,  mere  restraints  against 
political  power,  legislative  authority,  and 
that  influence  in  the  state,  from  which,  for 
the  security  of  our  reformed  and  esta- 
blished Church,  it  has  been  deemed  ne- 
cessary by  the  Act,  of  Settlement,  and  by 
other  acts  of  the  legislature,  which   are 
esteemed   the  very  basis  of  our  valued 
constitution,  to  exclude  those  who  refuse 
ber  communion,  the  petitioners  feel  every 
ground  for  confidence  that  the  House  will 
panse  before  it  compromises  or  infringes 
m  the  first  instance,  those  fundamental 
laws  of  the  state  by  which  our  religious 
and  civil  liberties  have  by  the  wisest  of 
oar  statesmen  been  hitherto  considered  as 
best  secured,  and  by  which  our  revered 
monarch  and  his  august  family  became 
entitled  to  and  seated  on  the  throne ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  aware  that  some 
men  of  enlightened  understandings  and 
sincere  professions,  who  are  advocates  for 
the  concession  of  these  claims,  have  been 
forward  in  expressing  a  desire  that  other 
securities  of  the  state  should  be  substituted 
in  the  place  of  the  disabilities  and  restric- 
tions which  now  exist;  but,  as  far  as  the 
petitioners  have  been  able  to  learn,  none 
bave  hitherto  been  publicly  proposed,  or 
sufficiently  explained,  to  reconcile  con- 
trarieties of  opinion,  or  calculated  to  give 
equal  stability  to  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment, or  to  conduce,  however  desirable, 
to  the  general  satisfaction  and  concord  of 
all  bis  Majesty's  subjecU  ;   and  that  the 
petitioners  are  unwilling  to  bring  before 
the  consideration  of  the  House  those  reli- 
gious tenets  which,  however  revered  by 
tbeir  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects,  are 
in  their  tendency  and  nature  inconsistent 
with    a    Protestant    ascendancy,    and    a 
Protestant  creed;  they  therefore  merely 
presume    to    submit  to  the   House,   that 
while  the  spiritual  influence  of  the  Pope 
continues     undiminished,    his     temporal 
power  has  become  suhject  to  the   unre- 
strained controul  of  the  most  inveterate 
and  unrelenting  enemy  his  Maijesty  and 
bis  dominions  have  ever  known  ;  the  pe- 
titioners,  therefore,   feel  a  new  danger, 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


which  adds  to  their  solicitude  and  appre- 
hension, in  the  firm  belief  that  this  power 
would  be  exercised  in  every  deme  of  in- 
fluence which  can  be  acquired  in  this 
United  Kingdom  by  the  Catholic  See,  to 
the  immediate  prejudice  and  final  subver- 
sion of  its  religions  and  civil  establish- 
ment; and  for  these  considerations,  and 
for  others  which  the  petitioners  confidently 
entrust  to  the  accustomed  vigilance  and 
discernment  of  the  House,  the  petitioners 
are  disposed  firmly  to  believe  that  they 
shall  still  have  the  happiness  of  seeing 
those  securities  which  were  provided  in 
the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  at  tho  en- 
lightened sera  of  the  Revolution,  for  the 
protection  of  our  reformed  Church  and 
the  preservation  of  our  civil  liberties, 
faithfully  maintained,  and  in  a  grateful 
sense  of  the  blessings  which,  under  Provi- 
dence, they  have  conferred  on  us,  trans- 
mitted inviolate  to  posterity,  and  remain- 
ing the  stability  of  our  reve^-ed  constitu- 
tion to  a  distant  futurity." 
» 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacons  and 
clergy  of  the  archdeaconries  of  Lincoln 
and  Stow,  was  also  presented;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  most  sincerely  attached  to  that 
reformed  Protestant  Church,  of  which 
they  are  ministers,  and  duly  grateful  for 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  which  this  their 
Church  has  so  long  enjoyed,  the  peti- 
tioners feel  in  their  minds  the  most  se- 
rious apprehension  and  alarm  at, the  claims 
recently  laid  before  parliament  by  the 
Roman  Catholics ;  and  that,  on  a  careful 
comparison  of  the  object  and  extent  of 
these  claims,  with  the  principles  and  po- 
licy of  those  who  make  them,  the  peti- 
tioners find  themselves  imperiously  called 
upon  to  offer  the  strong,  but  respectful, 
expression  of  their  sentiments,  in  opposi- 
tion to  such  dangerous  demands,  conceiv- 
ing that  it  would  be  utterly  contrary  to  all 
reason  and  prudence  to  put  power  in  the 
hands  of  those  who,  in  spiritual  matters, 
openly  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the 
Papal  authority  within  this  realm,  and 
who,  in  other  respects,  are  well  known  to 
hold  opinions  incompatible  with  the 
safety  of  the  constitution ;  and  that  having 
amply  experienced  the  efficacy  of  Vhe 
laws,  which  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors 
enacted  for  the  protection  of  the  Protes- 
tant establishment,  and  being  thoroughly 
convinced  that  they  contain  in  them  no- 
thing inconsistent  with  religious  toleration, 
(which  it  is  matter  of  the  highest  sattsfac^ 
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tion  io  the  petitioners  to  eee  the  Romta 
CathoU<;8  in  fall  and  complete  posteMio)!^ 
ofj)  tbey  earnestly  pray  that  these  lawa 
qiay  i)ot  be  repealed,  and  th^t  if,  notwith- 
atandiog,  for  re^ons  which  the  petitioners 
^e  fioi  aware  of,  there  should  appear  to 
the  House  a  paramount  necessity  for  the 
repeal  of  those  laws,  their  next  prayer  is, 
that  the  House  would  substitute  such 
others  io  their  place  as,  though  indifferent 
form,  may  seem  equally  calculated  to 
produce  tne  same  effect,  seeing  in  any 
thing  leu  strong  than  the  existing  secu- 
rities mujch  hazard  to  the  Protestant  in- 
lerest,  whilst,  from  ao  noqualified  com- 
pliance with  the  demands  of  the  Bomai^ 
Catholics,  they  coul4  look  for  little  else 
tbaid  its  subversion;  and  that,  under  the 
influence  of  these  impresuons»  the  peti- 
tioners beg  letfve,  with  all  humility  and 
respiBCt,  to  tender  this  their  Petition  to  the 
House,  confidently  trusting,  that  on  an  oc- 
casion in  which  the  interests  of  the  re- 
formed relijppion  are  so  vitally  concerned, 
the  voice  6f  its  ministers  will  not  be  dis-* 
regarded  ;  and  that  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
House  they  will  adopt  such  measures  as 
will  best  maintain  tbe  Protestant  ascen- 
dancy in  Church  and  State,  and  give  sta- 
bility and  permanence  to  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  consUtntion  of  the  country/' 

A  Petition  of  the  dean  and  chapter, 
archdeacon,  and  clergy  of  Worcester,  was 
also  presented ;  setting  forth, 

'*  That  th^jr  are  justly  alarmed  at  the 
high  tone  assumed  by  the  Papists  in  Ire- 
land in  their  late  petitions  tp  parliament ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  have  no  wish 
whatever  to  abridge  the  religious  tolera- 
tion they  enjoy,  but  they  dread  an  increase 
of  their  political  power,  and  do  therefore 
most  earnestly  intreat  the  House  in  their 
wisdom  to  consider  whether  such  power, 
if  conceded,  would  not  tend  to  endanger 
tbe  Protestant  establishmebt,  interwoven 
with  the  constitution  of  these  realms ;  by 
the  statements  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
themselves,  the  character  of  their  Church 
is  known  to  be  inconsistent  with  our  civil 
and  religious  liberties,  and  to  be  subversive 
of  the  king's  ecclesiastical  supremacy; 
and  that  dear' to  the  petitioners  is  the 
liberty  they  enjoy,  and  revered  the  consti- 
tutional powetofthe  monarch,  but  dearer 
still  are  the  tenets  of  our  holy  faith,  «nd 
the  pore  doctrines  of  our  apostolical 
Church,  which  by  the  most  sacred  ties  they 
a^'e  bound  to  continue  and  uphold/' 
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A  Petition  of  the  ProtestMt  gentry, 
clergy,  ^d  householders,  within  the  die* 
trict  of  Hang  West,  in  the  North  Riding 
of  Yprk,  was  alao  presented ;  setting  forth, 

^  That,  iprith  earnest  wishes  to  live  on 
terms  of  amity  and  conciliation  with  their 
Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects,  they  feel 
with  concern,  and  observe  with  ahurm* 
their  strenuous  and  persevering  exer- 
tions to '  obtain  the  unqualified  rtp%9\  of 
those  laws  on  which  the  remaining  Koman 
Catholic  disabilities  depend,  and  whicbt 
if  conceded,  the  petitioners  humbly  con* 
ceive,  would  tend  to  subvert  the  Protes- 
tant settlement  and  the  principles  of  the 
British  cobstitution  as  established  at  the 
Revolution ;  and  that,  whenever  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Claims  shall  become  tbe 
sttl^ecjt  of  discussion  in  the  House,  tbe 
petitioners  humbly  implore,  if  the  House 
in  its  wisdom  should  resolve  that  any  fur- 
ther  privileges  (consistent  ,with  the  spirit 
and  principles  of  the  constitution)  may  be 
salBly  granted  to  the  Roman  Catholics* 
that  the  same  may  be  so  gnarded  as  to 
aSbrd  foil  and  perfect  security  to  the  Pro- 
testant establi^ment  in  Church  and  Stale, 
and  to  slueld  it  from  future  encroachp 


A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
capital  burgesses  of  Harwich,  and  the 
clergy  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  same 
borough,  was  also  presented ;  setting 
forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners,  considering  re* 
ligious  toleratipn  as  one  of  the  most  strik- 
ing features  in  the  constitution  of  the  united 
church  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ham 
viewed,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  the 
mdualameliorationof  theoondition  of  their 
Roman  Catholic  brethren,  and  rejoice  in 
seeing  them  possessed  of  the  most  unbound- 
ed liberty  of  conscience,  and  the  foil,  free, 
and  public,  exercise  of  their  religious 
worship,  together  with  tbe  most  perfect 
freedom  of  both  person  and  property; 
warned,  however,  by  the  recording  pi^e 
of  history,  the  petitioners  look  back  whh 
horror  to  that  period,  when  armed  with 
political  power,  the  Catholic  religion  ik* 
luged  this  happy  jcountry  wiih  bloody  and 
now,  notwithstanding  the  great  respecta- 
bility of  numerous  individuals  attached  to 
that  communion,  the  petitioners  feel  tbe 
strongest  apprehensions  that  similar  cauees 
may,  at  some  future  period,  give  rise  tost« 
milar  events;  and  that  these  apprehenaioBa 
are  very  much  increased  by  the  manner  in 
ifvhich    (as  tbe   petitioners  nnderstand}^ 
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dMtr  Somish  fellow  tubjectt  tre  endei* 
Tooring  to  obtain  political  power  and  aa- 
Ikority ;  and  they  think  it  a  bad  presage 
of  the  ose  hereafter  to  be  made  of  tbcMie 
acquiiitione,  when,  instead  of  approaching 
dM  House  in  the  language  of  humility, 
many  of  their  accredited  "and  most  popu- 
lar leaders  demand  them  as  their  nidis- 
putabie  rights,  at  the  same  time  refusing 
to  give  any  adequate  securitv  in  return  lor 
the  preserration  of  the  ciTii  and  religious 
rights  of  their  Protestant  brethren;  and 
that  another  weighty  caose  of  apprehen- 
sion to  the  petitioners  arises  from  the  si* 
taation  in  which  the  spiritual  head  of  the 
Boman  Catholics  is  at  present  placed,  he 
being  completely  in  the  power,  and  en* 
tirely  at  the  command,  of  the  most  artful 
and  iwreterate  enemy  this  country  ever 
imd  t«  contend  with ;  how  the  unbounded 
ittlloence  he  possesses  orer  the  minds  of  bis 
too  faithful  adherents  would  be  exercised 
when  under  such  controul,  the  petitioners 
coosidar  so  apparent,  that  they  shauM  not 
ha?e  submitted  it  to  the  House  but  from 
the  strong  conviction  that  that  influence 
which,  from  the  present  state  of  political 
power  in  this  country  is  innocuous,  would 
then  be  employed  to  arm  our  Catholic  fel- 
low sotrjects  against  us,  and  might  ulti- 
mately be  productive  of  the  destruction  of 
our  most  glorious  constitetion ;  and  that, 
confiding  however  as  the  petitioners  do  in 
the  unshaken  fortitude  and  wisdom  that 
has  hitherto  always  been  displayed  by 
the  House,  in  the  most  trying  emergen- 
cies, they  humbly  trust  that,  should  it  be 
found  expedient  to  alter  any  of  the  exist- 
ing laws  in  fayoor  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
It  will  be  out  such  terms  as  shall  secure  in- 
violate to  the  latest  posterity  that  happy 
constitution  in  Charcn  and  State  which  has 
been  purchased  by  the  dearest  blood  of 
Our  ancestors,  and  which  has  so  long  made 
as  the  envy  and  admiration  of  surrounding 
nations/' 

When  the  Petition  from  Anglesea  was 
presented, 

*  Sir  Htnfy  PamcU  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  stating  some  extraordinary  circam- 
stances  that  had  come  to  his  knowledge 
respecting  the  Petition  now  ofibred.  At 
the  meeting  which  was  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  saggesting  it  to  the  county, 
the  gentleman  who  proposed  it,  made  a 
speech  of  an  hour  and  three  quarters  long, 
in  order  to  prevail  upon  his  hearers  to 
adopt  it.  This  address,  instead  Of  detail- 
ing htu,  or  «f  gi0g  argtunents  against  the 


claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  was  filled 
from  beginning  to  end  With  quotations 
made  from  the  An ti- Jacobin  Review,  of 
the  Third  Part  of  »  A  Statement  of  the 
Penal  Laws  affecting  the  Roman  Catholics/ 
It  was  #ell  knovm  to  every  individual  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  subject,  th^  this 
third  part  was  i  malicious  and  contemp* 
tible,  fabrication,  published  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defeating  the  just  objects  of  a 
much  iniured  portion  of  the  king's  sub* 
jects,  and  it  betrayed  the  grossest  igno- 
rance on  the  part  of  the  person  who  cited 
it,  as  any  authority  to  justify  a  Petition 
in  opposition  to  their  claims.  This  for« 
gery,  had,  however,  been  successfully 
employed  on  this  and  on  many  other  oo» 
casfions ;  it  had  been  circulated  through-' 
out  England  with  an  industry  that  would 
have  well  become  a  better  cause.  Not 
only  was  the  work  itself  transmitted  to 
every  country  town,  to  mislead  the  igno- 
rant, but  pamphlets  were  written,  and  ar- 
Siments  employed,  founded  upon  the 
Ise  cUiia  supplied  by  this  gross,  malig- 
nant, and  mischievous  imposition  tfpon 
public  credulity.  The  House  and  the 
country,  from  such  statements,  might 
judge  of  the  weight  due  to  petitions,  most 
frequently  obtained  by  working  upon  the 
feelings,  and  deceiving  the  ignorance  oT 
the  people  of  England. 

Dr.  DuMgetkm  thought  that  the  worthy 
baronet  was  needlessly  alarmed,  since, 
even  supposing  that  the  pamphlet  were 
such  as  he  had'described  it,  it  copld  not 
make  that  deep  impression  upon  the  nlinds 
of  the  sensible  people  of  England  which 
he  had  imagined:  it  was  unfounded  to 
assert,  that  the  petitions  against  the  Ca- 
tholic demands  were  founded  upon  state- 
ments and  arguments  derived  from  the 
Third  Part  of  the  Statement  of  the  Penal 
Laws.  The  resistance  offered  throughout 
the  ceuntty,  and  in  the  House  when  the 
debate  should  take  pflace,  would  be 
grounded  upon  the  first  and  second  parts  of 
the  Statement  of  the  Penal  Laws,  written 
under  the  directidfl  of  the  Catholic  com- 
mittee, and  containing  their  exposition  of 
the  grievances  under  which  they  labour. 
He  recommended  the  worthy  baronet  to 
read  them,  that  he  might  be  prepared 
against  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion, if  he  had  not  already  perused  them  ; 
and  if  he  was  acquainted  with  them,  he 
defied  him  to  maintain  that  they  were 
not  authorised  by  the  Catholic  body  of 
Ireland. 

Sir  Jf.  PftmeH  replied,  that  although  b« 
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did  not  know  what  right  the  right  hon.  doc- 
tor had  to  catechise  him.  he  had  no  objec* 
tion  to  answer^  that  the  two  first  parts  of  the 
Statement  of  the  Penal  Laws  were  authen- 
tic :  he  believed  them  to  be  the  produc- 
tion of  a  gentleman  who  was  employed 
by  tbe  general  body  of  Catholics,  to  lay 
an  exposition  of  the  laws  before  the  pub- 
lie.  He  feared  that  the  learned  doctor 
had  not  himself  perused  them,  or  he  would 
never  have  persisted  in  his  opposition  to 
the  just  rights  of  four  millions  of  the  King's 
subjects.  That  the  two  first  parts  of  the 
Statement  were  accurate  he  had  no  doubt, 
since  he  had  found  all  the  references 
made  to  the  statute  book  to  be  correctly 
given. 

Dr,.  Duigenan  begged  to  ask  if  the  hon. 
baronet  did  not  know  that  those  two  first 
parts  were  the  work  of  the  whole  body  of 
Catholics  ? 

Mr.  Wkuhread  wished  to  ^make  one  or 
two  observations  on  what  had  fallen  firom 
the  right  hon.  doctor,  who  now  appeared 
in  the  bey-day  of  his  triumph.  Time 
had  been  when  the  learned  doctor  bad 
taken  a  most  active  part  against  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  time  had  been,  when  for  a  whple 
session,  he  had  maintained  a  most  unac- 
countable silence:  the  House  was  now 
threatened  that  a  time  would  come  when 
another  speech  would  be  heard  from  the 
same  quarter;  and  the  learned  doctor 
took  upon  himself  to  say,  not  only  that  his 
own,  but  that  the  arguments  of  all  gentle- 
men on  that  side  of  the  question,  would  be 
drawn  from  the  two  first  parts  of  the  State- 
ment of  the  Penal  Laws:  they  bad  concerted 
together  as  to  the  line  of  their  proceedings, 
and  they  were  to  fasten  themselves  on 
what  the  learned  doctor  called  the  work 
of  the  whole  Catholic  body.  It  appeared 
that  the  Petition  now  offered  was  founded 
upon  a  fabrication  ;  it  originated  in  a  dis' 
graceful  forgery,  and  the  House  was  called 
upon  to  listen  to  the  language  of  those 
who  had  been  cheated  into  a  resistance  ta 
those  claims,  which,  but  for  the  gross  im- 
position, they  might  have  supported.  The 
third  part  of  the  Statement  purported,  like 
tl^e  two  former,  to  be  the  work  of  a 
Catholic,  but  it  was  in  truth  the  produce 
tion  of  some  venal  Protestant,  who  had 
attributed  to  the  Catholics  sentiments  that 
they  abhorred.  The  learned  doctor  had 
thought  it  right  to  volunteer  a  declaration 
of  the  mode  in  which  his  colleagues  would 
resist  the  reasonable  claims  of  some  most 
injured  individuals,  and  this  Petition 
would  affi>rd  a  specimen  of  the  mode  in 


which  their  arguments  would  be  seconded 
by  the  country.  Their  arguments  were 
founded  in  falshood,  and  their  support  was 
obtained  by  forgery. 

Mr.  Tighe  observed,  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  would  concur  in  any  fact  ad- 
duced in  the  two  first  parts  of  the  State* 
ment :  upon  them  they  would  willingly 
rest  their  cause.  Who  was  the  author  of 
this  scandalous  fabrication  he  did  not 
know,  but  he  trusted  that  the  criminal 
would  soon  be  dragged  from  his  lurking 
place  into  public  view.  Although  it  must 
be  known  to  be  a  malicious  calumny,  it 
had  been  industriously  circulated  free  of 
postage,  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom^ 
and  it  had  actually  issued  from  one  of  the 
government  presses  of  Ireland.  Whether 
it  were  intended  tor  wit  or  for  malice  he 
knew  not — the  author  had  failed  in  the 
former ;  in  the  latter  he  had  been  too  suc- 
cessful ;  it  was  the  dull  work  of  some  dull 
underscribe  of  the  Irish  government ;  its 
dullness  was  only  exceeded  by  the  stu- 
pidity of  those  who  could  for  a  moment 
give  credit  to  it. 

Mr.  B.  Paget  adverted  to  the  number 
of  respectable  signatures  afiixed  to  the 
Petition ;  it  had  been  in  Beaumaris  only 
two  days,  and  yet  ZOO  names  were  subn- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Graitim  remarked,  that  the  Third 
Part  of  the  Statement  of  the  Penal  Laws 
had  been  expressly  denied  by  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  to  have  originated  with 
them,  and  he  read  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution  the  body  bad  come  to 
upon  the  subject,  on  the  0th  instant,  at 
Dublin: — **  Resolved,  that  a  pamphlet 
entitled  '  The  Third  Part  of  a  Sutement 
of  the  Penal  Laws  which  aggrieve  the 
Catholics,'  having  been  industriously  cir- 
culated throughout  England,  for  the  ma- 
nifest purpose  of  misleading  our  felloir 
subjects,  and  counteracting  the  growing 
liberality  of  sentiment,  is  now  disclaimed 
by  the  Catholic  Board,  who  cannot  sup- 
press their  astonishment  at  the  success  of 
the^ imposition:  that  the  said  pamphlet  is 
a  gross  and  defamatory  mis-statement-r-a 
malignant  and  malicious  forgery,  slan- 
dering our  views  and  principles— mis- 
representing our  just  and  reasonable  com- 
|>laints — falsely  purporting  to  be  the  aa- 
thorised  publication  of  the  Catholic  Boards 
and  really  originating  in  a  "venal  branch 
•f  the  Dublin  press,  and  which,  however 
received  an^  credited  in  the  sister  coaii« 
try,  has  not  imposed  upon  a  single  indivi* 
dual  in  this/'— The  right  hon.  gentleman 
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submitted,  that  petitions  resting  upon  such 
a  basis,  could  be  entitled  to  no  respect  in 
that  House  or  the  nation. 

Mr.  Peel  rose  in  consequence  of  what 
fell  from  the  hon.  member  who  had  ac* 
cused  the  Irish  government  of  being  the 
author  of  the  work  in  question.  To-night 
he  had  heard,  for  the  first  time,  from  what 
press  it  had  issued,  and  he  only  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  fact  of  the  publica* 
tion,  by  receiving  a  copy  of  it,  accompa- 
nied by  a  letter  from  the  anonymous 
author.  How  far  it  was  necessary  for  the 
Catholics  to  attempt  to  counteract  its  efiect, 
he  would  not  determine.  ;  It  was  said  that 
no  assertion  or  quotation  made  in  the  two 
former  parts  were  incorrect ;  it  might  not 
be  amiss  to  apprise  the  House,  that  the 
printer  of  them,  a  few  days  since,  was 
'  convicted  of  a  libel,  chai'ging  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  with  deliberate  murder. 

Mr.  Whiibnad.  This  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard  it  said,  that  because  a  man  had 
been  found  guilty  of  a  libel,  he  could  not 
correctly  quote  an  act  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Cajmingt  firom  his  own  personal  ex- 
perience could  declare,  that  this  fabrica- 
tion,  in  more  than  one  instance,  had  pro- 
dnced  an  Improper  impression :  it  had  in- 
duced persons  before  friendly  to  concilia- 
tion to  become  hostile,  to  it,  upon  the 
perusal  of  the  work.  Of  this  fact  he  was 
apprized  by  letters  he  had  obtained  from 
several  persons  of  respectability,  who  as- 
sured him,  that  up  to  the  moment  before 
they  read  this  forgery,  they  were  in  fa- 
▼our  of  the  Catholics;  and  that  their 
change  of  sentiment  was  entirely  t^  be 
attributed  to  it.  He  had  never  himself 
read  it ;  but  if  it  were  what  it  was  stated 
to  be,  he  was  happy  that  so  public  a  dis- 
avowal had  been  given. 

The  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Starch  Prohibition  Bill.]  Mr.  Fed 
stated,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  per- 
sist in  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  on  the  preceding  evening,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  exporta- 
tion, from  Ireland  to  this  ooontiy,  of 
starch  and  blue.  In  abandoning  the  mea- 
sore,  however,  he  was  not  influenced  by 
any  of  the  arguments  made  use  of  by  the 
right  hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Newport)  iathe 
short  discussion  which  took  place  last 
jught.  For  he  did  not  see  the  impro- 
priety of  preventing  the  export  of  those 
articles  fropi  Ireland,  when  their  manu- 
facture was  snspenddl  here*  Indeed,  if 
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tha  argument  of  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
that  the  strict  letter  of  the  Act  of  Union 
should  be  adhered  to,  were  pushed  t/o  its 
full  extent,  it  might  be  said,  that  though, 
by  its  provisions,  they  were  allowed  to 
legislate  for  corn,  flour,  meal,  and  biscuit, 
yet  they  must  not  legislate  for  bread. 
The  suspension  of  the  manufacture  in  £ng« 
land,  had  occasioned  unbounded  specula* 
tion  in  the  sister  country ;  and  he  had 
received  a  letter  from,  a  gentleman  in  Kil« 
kenny,  stating,  that  a  person  there  hsHl 
thrown  up  the  business  of  a  tanner,  iac 
the  purpose  of  turning  his  premises  into  a 
starch  manufactory.  Such  speculations 
as  these  must  necessarily  consume  a  vast 
proportion  of  grain,  proper  for  the  suste- 
nance of  man.  For  the  sake  of  encou* 
raging  the  manufactures  of  Ireland,  when 
the  restriction  took  place  in  £ngland,it  was 
not  extended  to  the  former  country,  there- 
fore, he  argued,  that,  if  there  was  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  Act  of  Union,  it  was  in  favour 
of  Ireland.  He  then  stated,  that  his  right 
hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, having  some  reason  ^o  doubt  whether 
the  Starch  Restriction  Act,  introduced  by 
him  last  session,  was  so  eliectual  as  he 
hoped,  in  preventing  the  manufacture  of 
that  article,  intended  to  repeal  it :  and  it 
was  considered  better  that  the*  subjects  of 
both  countries,  in  compliance  with  one  of 
the  articles  of  the  Act  of  Union,  should  be 
put  on  an  equality,  by  permitting  each  of 
them  to  proceed  in  the  manufacture,  than 
by  prohibiting  them  both.  ^ 

Mr.  Ponsonby  did  not  mean  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  the  measure  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  abandoned ;  but  he  wished 
to  observe,  in  consequence  of  what  fell 
from  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  it  ought  not 
to  weigh  with  the  House,  whether  an  in- 
fraction of  the  Act  of  Union  benefited  the 
manufiBicturer  of  this  country  or  of  Ire- 
land;  their  only  duty  was,  to  maintain 
the  Act  as  it  stood.  The  articles  were 
equally  binding  on  both  countries,  and  all 
the  House  had  to  do  was  to  see  that  they 
were  strictly  complied  with. 

The  Ckancelior  qf  the  ExcheMter  concur- 
red in  the  justice  of  the  right  non.  gentle- 
man's observation  ;  but  was  of  opinion 
that  the  measure  of  his  hon.  friend,  if  car- 
ried into  efiect,  would  not  have  beeri  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  Articles  of  Union. 
He  vthen  moved  that  the  British  Starch 
Prohibition  Bill  be  en]tered  as  read;  and 
gave  notice,  that  he  would  to*morrow 
move  that  it  be  taken  into  consideration 
by  a  Committee  of  the  whok  House. 
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Vice  Cbamcbiloh's  Bill.}  Lord  Com* 
Ikna^  rose  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Vke  Cbancellor't  Bill,  in  doing 
which  he  entered  al  large  into  the  caiites 
which  rendered  the  creation  o€  such  an 
office  advisable,  and  stated  tlM  reasons 
which  had  indoced  his  Majesty's  ministera 
to  propose  the  Bill.  He  first  took  a  view 
of  the  necessity  wiMch  existed  for  adopt- 
ing some  measure  of  the  kind ;  this  neces- 
sity he  contended  was  indtsptnable,  and 
therefore  the  Honse  had  no  option  hnt  to 
balance  between  it  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  imperfiections  in  any  remedy  they 
might  tbtttk  fit  to  apply  on  \!^  other.  Of 
its  necessity  it  was  not  too  mnch  to  say, 
that  if  some  mode  were  not  devised  to  ren* 
der  that  judicial  portion  of  our  oonstitn- 
lion  equal  to  its  labonn^.the  whole  of  the 
jwiiciai  code  of  ibe  conntry  must  be  af- 
fected, and  great  injury  done  to  the  subject 
from  the  iaaposnbiUty  of  obtainine  timely 
redrem  in  any  suit.  As  a  proof  of  ibis, 
be  needed  only  to  state,  thai  there  was  at 
present  in  the  Honse  of  Lords  an  arrear  of 
12S0  Appeals,  which  at  an  average  of  the 
rate  in  which  snch  causes  had  been  de- 
dded,  coidd  not  be  determined  in  less 
than  eleven  years.  This  in  itself  was  a 
crying  grievance  to  suitors,  but  tha  evil 
did  not  rest  here.  It  was  not  confined  to 
the  mere  suitors  in  those  cases  (great  as 
the  hu-dship  was  to  be  lamented  as  afiect- 
ing  them  alone),  but  by  the  delay  in  rulmg 
disputed  points  of  law,  the  number  of  Ap« 
peals  themselves  Were  greatly  augmented; 
mr  in  the  determination  of  thJMe  causes 
might  be  involved  soaM4>rincip1es,  which, 
till  a  decision  was  obtained^  kepi  the  sub- 
ject in  ignorance  of  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  multiplied  litigation.  Thus  the  mia- 
ehief  was  not  peculiar,  but  extended,  and 
the  cause  of  iu  own  increase.  The  Honse 
most  also  feel  that  this  delajr  offered  a 
strong  temptation  to  the  ill-disposed,  and 
encouraged  persons  to  present  Appeals  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  postponing  the  ef- 
fects of  judgments;  as  it  was  obvious, 
that  by  moving  into  the  House  of  Lords 
they  could  put  off  the  decision  for  a  term 
of  years.  An  adversary,  by  the  mefe  fact 
of  mterposing  himself  between  a  decree 
and  the  beneficial  effect  of  it  upcMi  Cbe 
aoccessful  suitor,  might  deprive  him  of 
that  advantage  and  of  the  justice  awarded 
to  hifn  for  eleven  years.  Without  there- 
fbre  enlarging  further  np<m  this  subject, 
he  would  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
House  must  feel  that  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  tibe  legidature  to  find  out  soma  < 
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remedy  for  evils  of  this  magnitude.  A 
more  important  question  had  not  been 
submitted  to  their  consideration  for  a 
length  of  time,  and,  much  as  they  had 
been  occupied  by  weighty  affairs,  he 
could  not  help  regretting,  that  it  had  not 
been  brought  forward  at  an  earlier  period. 
It  had  beein  imagined  by  some  that  the 
nature  ef  the  proposed  measure  was  merelj  ' 
to  relieve  the  Court  of  Chancery  from  the 
pressure  of  business ;  but  this  was  a  mis- 
take, as  wduld  be  aeen  by  reference  to  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Peers.  The  first  of 
these  Resolutions  was  directed  to  the  al- 
most total  stagaation  of  business  in  that 
House,  and  proved  that  the  remedy  was 
not  addressed  to  the  Cdort  of  Chancerj 
originally,  but  to  tbis  total  stagnation  of 
all  business  in  the  Supreme  court  of  ap- 
peal :  and  the  Court  of  Chancery  only  came 
into  the  second  Resobition,  to  shew  that 
the  state  of  businesa  there  was  such  that, 
by  bringing  a  remedy  from  that  court, 
they  would  occasioo  as  great  an  evil  as 
they  removed. '  It  was,  he  conceived,  the 
doty  of  the  Commons  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, on  viewing  the  proposition  bemre 
them,  to  sea  in  the  first  instance  if  any  re- 
medy could  be  <^pli^  by  the  Lords 
themselves  by  a  dimrent  mode  of  exe- 
cuting their  judicial  functions,  without 
creating  any  new  office.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject they,  had  the  opinion  of  the  Lords  m 
grave  decision,  and  without  sacrificing  any 
part  of  their  independence,  it  womd  be 
right  to  look  at  the  wei^ty  recommenda- 
tions with  which  this  Bill  ^ame  to  them 
from  the  other  House.  It  was  founded  on  a 
most  elaborate  investigation,  and  had  the 
entire  concurrence  of  not  on)y  all  the 
high  legal  aalhorities  who  tat  in  that 
House,  but  also  of  the  leading  political 
characters  of  every  description.  All 
parties  agreed  in  the  principle  and  in 
the  detail  of  the  measure,  and  it  therefore 
came  to  them  sanctioned  by  all  the  weight 
and  consideration  ilue  to  the  other  House 
of  Parliament.^  h  had  been  suggested 
that  the  Lords  might  by  some  new  dis» 
tribtttion  of  their  duties  get  over  the  ar« 
rear  of  causes  now  before  them,  and  pre« 
vent  the  recurrence  of  similar  arrears  in 
future.  To  accomplish  this  it  was  thought 
they  might  sit  af^er  the  session  for  the  ge« 
neral  political  business  of  the  country  was 
closed, and  continue  for  a. time  to  dis« 
charge  their  judicial  functions.  Surely, 
if  there  existed  an  objection  to  an^  other 
mode  of  remedT  for  the  evil  as  an  nmova- 
tion,  it  was  etident  thai  in  resorting  to  thii 
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Uk  order  lo  preTent  the  iaoof  aiMn  of 
creating  a  new  officer*  fcbey  wqM  be 
guilty  of  a  still  greater  inaofatioo  epoa 
tbe  coQfttitQtioD.  To  aiippose  ihal  the 
Lords  would  remain  in  town^  after  the 
ether  afiaira  of  parliament  were  diafiatched, 
for  this  purpose,  was  a  yisMnary  ho^,  and 
one  upon  which  no  wise  ataietinaii  w<mld 
act.  Besides*  there  waa  a  decided  conati- 
tntiofial  ol:9ection  against  it  which  waa» 
that  it  could  not  be  done  wkhont  IreDcfa- 
log  upon  the*  prerogative  of  the  crown*  in  . 
the  important .  privilege  of  proroguing 
parliament.  It  must  pot  the  crown  into 
the  delicate  and  awkward  situation  of 
either  permitting  parliament  to  sit  afW 
the  national  business  far  which  it  had 
been  assembled  was  finished,  or  of  doing 
injustice  to  the  claimants  who  weremt  their 
bar.  As  to  tAw  House  of  {iords  appointing 
a  committee  or  delegation  of  its  members, 
such  a  measure  would  also  be  repugnant 
to  the  constitution ;  and  he  apprehended 
that  a  further  sitting  of  the  whole  Honae 
was  not  to  be  expected  from  its  dihgeace. 
indeed  they  had  no  right  to  expect  from 
the  House  of  Lords,  that  they  woold  de- 
part from  their  usual  habits  of  sitting; 
and  the  evil  would  not  be  remedied  by  it 
even  were  their  lordships  to  consent,  in- 
stead of  five  months  to  sit  for  twice  that 
term,  unless  gentlemen  were  prepared  to 
encounter  the  other  evil,  namely,  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  should  not  be  the  pre- 
siding officer  in  the  House  of  Peers. 
Without  this,  the  remedy  thus  projected 
would  be  only  to  exchange  one  evil  for 
another,  and  transfer  the  arrears  from  the 
House  of  Lords  to  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
by  occupying  the  time  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor in  the  former,  which,  during  the 
recess,  he  now  devoted  to  the  latter^— 
With  respect  to  the  project  for  withdlraw- 
ing  the  Lord  Chancellor  from  presiding  in 
the  appellant  jorisdicticm,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary lo  go  into  detail.  As  ^  as  he  bad 
watcheii  the  discussions  upon  this  subject, 
no  question  had  been  made  as  to  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  office  of  Speaker  from  that  of 
Chancellor,  which  had  been  formerly  so 
long  litigated  and  favourably  considered 
by  some  high  authorities,  in  the  iioble 
lord's  opinion  erroneously,  as  tending  to 
oast  a  shade  upon  the  dignity  of  the  pre- 
sidency of  the  House  of  Peers.  The  first 
statesmen  who  had  turned  their  attention- 
to  this  point,  had  unanimously  agreed  in 
opinion,  that  such  an  alteration  woold  de- 
rc^te  from  the  dignity  of  the  House.  It 
was  also  evident  that  no  other  individual 


coaM  be  fonnd  lo  discfaai^  this  laborMS 
duty.  No  doubt  tbere  were  several  emi* 
nent  peers  capidile  ti  perfermnig  this,  but 
it  waa  too  much  to  thinkofbuiiduig  aper- 
nanent  i— aaure  vqpen  the  existence  or  c«a- 
veaiency  of  peers,  not  of  necessity  hound  se 
to  devotB  themselves  to  the  public  service^ 
It  had  been  objected  to  the  present  mea» 
•ure,that  it  wmM  tend  to  alter  Uie  habila 
of  the  Chanoellor,  and  by  ceofiainghim  to 
his  appeUaat  jarisdictieo*  deprive  him  of 
his  Chancery  knowledge ;  b«c  it  might  be 
aaawtred,  that  the  confinement  of  £e  of- 
ficer to  the  jojriadictioo  in  the  Heuae  of 
Peers,  would  equally  deprive  him  of  such 
a  knowledge  of  the  equity  and  praetice  of 
Chancery  as  woaM  enable  him  to  come  to 
competent  decisions  upon  those  caaea 
which  cane  before  that  House  as  a 
court  of  appeal  iio  limt  the  evil  com- 
plained of  could  not  be  cored  without  a 
violation  of  the  principles  of  the  constitu* 
tion»  or  the  creatioQ  of  a  correspondent 
eriL  If  this  were  tree  (and  the  noble 
'  k>rd  knew  of  no  flaw  in  its  reaaoning,)  the 
qnestioa  waa  fimn  what  quarter  could  i^ 
be  drawn;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  only 
firom  that  now  proposed  that  aid  conld  bo 
drawn  aafely  and  with  advantage.  Tho 
question  then  was,  (there  being  a  neces* 
sity  to  provide  some  aid  in  the  Court  oi 
Chancery)  whether  it  could  be  drawn 
from  the  other  courts  of  law,  or  whether 
they  must  erect  a  new  officer?  In  the 
Court  of  Chancery  itself  there  was  a  great 
if  not  a*  growing  arrear — a  great  calamity 
for  which  there  appeared  to  be  no  remedy, 
unless  by  ereatinff  a  correspondent  evil 
elsewhere*  for  if  the  liOrd  Chancellor  had 
not  called  in  aid  the  assistance  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  it  was  only  because 
that  could  not  be  done  without  creating  a 
corresponding  evil  in  the  Rolls  Court. 
None  of  the  other  courts  were  in  a  situation 
to  aiibrd  help,  but  were  alt  so|>ressed  with 
business  that  the  judges,  with  all  the  dili- 
gence they  used,  could  not  cope  with  the 
excess,  and  discharge  their  duties  fully. 
The  Court  <^  Chancery,  too,  could  only 
, fitly  draw  aid  fit^m  a  court,  the  decisions 
of  which  rested  on  similar  principles  of 
equity,  and  were  analagous  to  its  own,  for- 
though  there  were  upon  the  benches  of 
the  Courts  of  KingVbench  and  (he  be* 
lieved)  Common  Pleas,  individuals  who 
had,  at  a  former  periiid  of  their  lives,  been 
eminent  in  Chancery  practice,  yet  there 
was  no  Court  in  Westminster-hail,  except 
the  Courtof  Exchequer,  which  acted  upon 
principles  of  equity ;  and  so  Tar  fron)  thai 
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coarfc  being  able  to  afford  them  the  aid 
they  required,  there  bad  been  serioas  pro- 
posals for  requiring  an  additional  elective 
judge  there,  where  the  arrear  of  business 
was  even  more  pressing  than  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery ;  and  the  difficulties 
under  which  suitors  laboured  rather 
called  for  a  legislative  remedy  of  their 
own,  than  offered  a  resource.  If  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  could  not  supply  the 
want,  no  other  court  in  Westminster*hall 
could.  It  was  thought  impossible  there- 
fore, that  the  remedy  could  be  expected 
from  any  of  the  courts  in  Westminster- 
hall.  It  was  very  generally  supposed, 
that  the  measure  now  proposed  would  be 
the  means  of  causing  innovations  in  the 
mode  of  conducting  business  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  Nothing  could  be  more  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  on  which 
the  Bill  was  founded,  than  such  a  suppo- 
sition. Such  had  been  the  growth  of  legal 
business  since  the  two  unions  which  had 
been  so  happily  effected  between  Eng^ 
land  with  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  the 
consequent  increase  of  the  industry  and 
wealth  of  the  whole  kingdom.  If  judges 
had  struggled  under  this  press  of  business 
so  long,  it  was  only  a  proof  of  their  dili- 
gence and  zeal,  as  well  as  of  their  inte- 
grity. The  measure  proposed  would  be 
the  smallest  departure  from  ancient  prac- 
tice, and  so  little  of  an  innovation,  that  in 
lieu  of  giving  the  Chancellor  the  privilege 
of  calling  in  the  assistance  of  the  nine 
puisne  judges,  together  with  two  masters 
in  Chancery,  as  he  now  might  do,  it  gave 
him  a  permanent  instead  of  a  temporary 
assistance.  It  was  a  mere  change  to  this 
extent.  The  Chancellor,  had  now  the 
privilege  of  calling  in  the  assistance  of 
the  Master  of  the  Kolls;  and  when  he  as- 
sisted the  Chancellor,  he  was  as  much 
under  the  direction  of  the  Chancellor  as 
the  judges  under  a  commission,  or  the 
Vice-chancellor  proposed.  The  •  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  afford  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor a  permanent,  instead  of  a  temporary 
assistance  in  the  transaction  of  the  bu- 
siness of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  af- 
fording assistance  in  the  transaction  of 
business,  certainly  did  not  imply  any  in- 
novation in  the  mode  of  transacting 
it;  and  the  Very  reverse  of  innovation 
was  the  object  of  the  measure  then 
under  discussion.  The  functions  of  the 
officer  whom  it  was  proposed  to  appoint, 
were  not  different  from  those  who  were 
appointed  commissioners,  and  he  repeated 
it,  that  when  the  IVIaster  of  the  Rolls  was 
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able  notwithstanding  the  pressure  of  his 
business  to  assist  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
assistance  which  he  afibrded  was  not  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  would  be  given  by 
the  new  officer.  The  objection  which  was 
made,  by  comparing  the  evil  which  the 
Bill  would  produce  with  that  which  it 
would  remedy,  instead  of  really  operating 
against  the  Bill,  was  a  powerful  argument 
in  its  favour.  For  after  a  fair  comparative 
view  of  the  two  evils,  the  magnitude  of 
that  which  it  remedied,  was  so  strikingly 
contrasted  with  the  diminutive  nature  of 
the  evil  which  it  could  produce,  that  there 
was  little  room  ibr  hesitating  to  decide  in 
favour  of  the  Bill.  He  had  rormerly  men- 
tioned that  the  present  measure  would  not 
cause  any  additional  expence  to  the  pub- 
lic, though  it  would  be  productive  of  so 
great  benefit  to  the  suitors  in  Chancery. 
It  had  been  alleged  that  it  would,  but  he 
should  be  able  to  satisfy  Uitf  House  that  it 
would  be  no  such  expence ;'  anci  the  ques- 
tion for  the  House  was,  whether,  with 
these  advantages  to  the  suitor,  with  the 
removal  of  tfc^  evil  complained  of,  and 
with  no  better  plan  proposed,  the  House 
should  hesitate  to  send  this  plan  to  a  com- 
mittee to  be  examined  more  in  detail,  and 
to  advise  upon  anv  better  measure  which 
should  present  itself*  One  half  of  the  ex- 
pence  t>f  the  office  would  be  charged  on 
the  profits  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  the 
business  of  the  court ;  the  other  half  was 
to  be  taken  from  what  was  called  the 
dead  cash,  or  suitors'  fund,_the  annual  re- 
venue of  which,  at  that  time,  was  9,000^ 
The  revenue  of  that  fund  had,  on  various 
occasions  been  applied,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament,  for  analogous  purposes, 
and  could  not  certainly  be  devoted  to  any 
better  use  than  the  support  of  that  officer 
whose  appointment  was  in  contemplation. 
The  fund  consisted  of  unclaimed  monies 
in  Chancery,  which  had  been  suffered  to 
accumulate  at  interest.  The  salaries  of 
the  Masters  in  Chancery,  and  of  superan- 
nuated masters  and  other  officers,  were 
paid,  out  of  it ;  and  the  income  of  9,000i. 
per  annum,  to  which  he  had  alluded,  was 
its  present  clear  revenue  unappropriated. 
Thus,  as  far  as  related  to  economy,  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  the  Bill.  It  had 
been  said,  that  there  were  other  means 
by  which  the  object  of  the  Bill  could  b^ 
more  effectually  attained,  than  by  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  which  it  proposed. 
And  one  of  those  means  was,  to  take  away 
the  management'of  the  bankruptcy  busi- 
ness from  the  Lord  Chancellor.    Without 
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tokio^  into  consideration  the  fandamental 
principles,  tbat  this  business  should  not  be 
separated  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
even  allowing  that  it  might  with  propriety 
be  taken  away  from  him,  still  it  would  be 
necessary  to  ha?e  a  Vice- Chancellor.  For 
as  to  the  particular,  jurisdiction  of  the 
bankruptcy  business,  none  required  greater 
attention  on  account  of  its  difficulty  and 
its  intricacy.  It  was  so  particularly  im- 
portant in  a  commercial  country,  that  it 
would  be  highly  dangerous  to  trust  the  de- 
cision, on  business  of  such  weight,  to  any 
authority  subordinate  to  that  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  To  separate,  therefore,  this 
branch  of  business  from  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor, would  be  to  remove  that  function, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  most  essential 
to  it,  and  woulo  have  a  tendency  to  sepa- 
rate the  equity  of  Chancery,  from  the 
equity  of  tbe^;ountry.  It  had  been  objected 
that,  in  thedistributionof  the  business  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery ,  the  Bill  enabled  tbeLord 
Chancellor  to  direct  the  whole  at  his  plea- 
sure ;  that  he  might  allow  the  ViceCban- 
cellor  to  decide  upon  matters  of  such  diffi- 
culty, that  no.  authority  short  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  himself,  should  have  been 
allowed  to  make  a  decision  ;  or  that  be 
might  only  intrust  to  him  causes  of  minor 
importance,  and  that  such  a  power  would 
degrade  the  character  of  the  new  magis- 
trate. To  this  he  would  answer,  that  the 
possible  abuse  of  a  practical  good  ought 
not  to  be  alledged  as  an  argument  against 
\t,  and  that  it  ought  on  the  contrary,  to 
be  presumed  that  the  discretion  thus  vest- 
ed in  the  first  law  officer  of  the  country 
yrould  be  soundly  exercised.  He  con- 
tended that  the  argument  was  untenable, 
because  it  went  upon  the  abuse,  and  not 
the  use  of  the  measure  proposed.  It  was 
needless  to  speak  at  large  on  the  impro- 
priety of  supposing,  that  any  man  who 
should  )>e  vested  in  such  an  office  as  that 
of  Ik>rd  Chancellor,  ever  could  be  guilty 
of  such  a  breach  of  all  the  ties  of  duty 
and  of  honour— that  he  could  evejr  so  far 
abuse  the  power  with  which  he  was  en- 
trusted* Much  had  been  said  about  the 
multiplicity  of  appeals  which  would  be 
caused  by  the  adoption  of  the  measure  be- 
fore the  House^  and  the  creation  of  an  in- 
termediate jurisdiction.  But  it  was  too 
much  the  interest  of  the  suitors  to  have 
their  causes  quickly  decided,  to  be  sup- 
posed they  would  venture  on  the  tedious 
repetition  of  their  suits  by  making  appeals 
against  the  decision  of  any  judge,  particu- 
^larly  of  such  an  officer  as  the  Yice*ChaQ- 
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cellor,  and  it  might  be  added,  that  the  Lord. 
Chancellor  would  have  the  power  to  put 
at  once  before  himself  such  causes  as  weCa 
most  likely  to  be  made  matter  of  appeal. 
At  any^rate,the  objection  did  not  apply  witti 
greater  force  here  than  it  did  to  the  courts 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  the  pnisne 
judges  acting  under  a  commission :  and 
surely  the  power  of  distributing  business 
was  such  an  additional  instrument  of  dis- 
charging the  great  functions  of  the  office, 
as  counterbalanced  the  e?ils  arising  from 
the  presumed  increase  of  appeals.  It  had 
been  urged,  that  the  measure  would  trans- 
form the  Lord  Chancellor  from  the  first 
law  authority  in  the  kingdom,  to  a  mere 
Uate  magistrate,  Imd  this  was  said  on  the 
suspicion,  that  be  would  intrust  the  deci« 
sion  of  matters  of  importance  to  the  Vice* 
Chancellor.  Never  was  there  an  opinion 
more  unfounded,  nay  (without  disrespect 
he  said  it),  never  more  absurd,  than  to 
suppose  a  Chancellor  would  abdicate  his 
judicial  chtiracter;  the  honour  and  re- 
sponsibility gf  the  situation  were  suffi- 
cient security  against  such  an  event*  If 
the  principle  of  arguing  on  suspicion  were 
carried  to  any  length,  there  was  no 
reason  why  lord  Ellenboroueh  shoulc). 
not  withdraw  from  the  execution  of  tho 
duties  of  his  situation,  and  intrust  tbf 
functions  of  his  office  to  his  assistants* 
Certainly  lord  Ellenborougb  was  only 
bound  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
his  office,  by  the ,  ties  similar  to  those 
which  bound  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  he^ 
knew  of  no  law  which  prevented  bis  with- 
drawing himself  entirely  from  the  court; 
yet  would  any  man  alarm  his  mind  with 
the  possibility  of  such  an  event  ?  Was  it 
not  a  suspicion  equally  chimerical,  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Lord  Chancellor  would  walk 
about  the  streets  doing  nothing,  and  leave 
his  business  to  be  transacted  by  his  Vice- 
Chancellor :  nor  was  it  less  unlikely  that 
he  wguld  absent  himself  from  parliamen- 
tary causes.  It  would  be  wrong  in  the 
House  to  legislate  on  such  principles.  In 
Ireland  business  was  so  arranged  that  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  afibrded  the  same  as- 
sistance to  the  Lord  Chancellor  which  was 
here  proposed  to  be  given  by  the  Vice- 
Chancel  lor,  and  this  arrangement  was 
made,  in  consequence  of  a  Bill  which  he 
had  brought  into  that  House.  When  that 
Bill  creating  such  regulation  was  nisi  pro- 
posed, objections  had  been  made  to  it,  si- 
milar to  those  now  started  to  the  Bill  before 
the  Housor  The  object  which  both  the 
Bills  had  in  view  was  similar,  namely,  to 
(2H) 
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Eide  an  aoxiliarv  instrument  to  the 
Chancellor,  and  it  was  th«n  said,  ai 
,  that  the  Chanrellor  (lord  Clare) 
would  become  a  mere  state-officer.  The 
best  answer  to  this  objection  was  furnish- 
ed by  the  conduct  of  the  four  distinguish- 
ed persons  who  had  since  that  period  filled 
that  high  situation.  Not  one  of  the  eminent 
characters  had  ever  withdrawn  one  mo- 
ment of  their  time  from  their  judicial  bu- 
siness for  political  purposes,  or  ever  used 
the  assistance  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
except  as  an  auxiliary.  Experience 
proved  that  the  object  had  been  attained 
in  the  case  of  the  former  Bill,  so  that  it 
was  but  rational  to  conclude  that  the  ob- 
ject should  be  effectually  accomplished  by 
the  Bill  then  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House. — Some  persons  had  said  that 
the  whole  expences  of  the  office  of  Vice- 
Chancellor  should  be^cbarged  upon  the 
emolumeiits  which  the  Lord  Chancellor 
derived  from  the  business  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  That  noble  lord  had  stated, 
at  the  very  commencement  of  the  enquiry, 
that  be  wished  for  no  profit  which' was  not 
purchased  by  beneficial  labour;  yetwhea 
the  importance  and  dignity  of  the  office 
were  considered,  and  when  the  magnitude 
of  the  labour  attendant  on  the  execut'cn 
of  the  duties  of  it  were  duly  estimated^  it 
would  be  found  to  be  but  reasonable  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  should  reap  the  fruits 
of  his  honest  labour,  and  should  live  with 
becoming  splendor.  He  should  have  the 
means  of  providing  for  bis  family,  for  it 
was  to  be  remembered,  that  there  was 
much  risk  and  uncertainty  in  the  time 
during  which  it  might  be  his  fortune  to 
continue  in  office.  *rhe  pension  of  4,000/.  1 
to  ex-chancellors  was  by  qo  means  suffi- 
cient of  itself  for  this  purpose,  and  it  should 
foe  remembered  that  there  were  many  dit- 
tingbished  noblemen^  who  owed  the  origin 
of  their  rank^  and  the  wealth  of  their  fa- 
milies, to  the  provision  which  their  ances- 
tors had  been  able  to  derive  from  their 
dignified  labour,  while  they  had  filled  the 
office  of  Lord  Chancellor.  It  seemed  to 
be  reasonable  that  this  office  should  be  en- 
dowed more  liberally  than  any  other; 
and  that  its  income  should  not  be  looked 
tipon  with  jealousy.  It  ought  to  be  so 
considered,  because  it  was  liable  to  greater 
cards  #nd  to  more  political  uncertainty 
than  any  oth^r  judicial  situations  which 
were  held  during  life,  at  least  dur- 
ing good  behaviour.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  ihink  of  making  any  encroachments 
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upon  the  revenues  derived  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  from  his  office.  Thetneasure, 
therefore,  being  charsed  with  no  public 
expence,  calculated  as  it  was  to  remedy  twa 
evils,  and  comihg  recommended  as  it  did 
by  the  sanction  of  all  the  legal  characters 
in  the  upper  House,  seemed  to  be  of  sdch 
a  nature  that  all  parties  would  allow  it  to 
go  into  a  coipmittee  for  further  considera- 
tion. His  lordship  concluded  by  moving 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  read« 
in^  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Banket  rose  and  observed,  that  the 
noble  lord  had  endeavoured  to  render  his 
measure  agreeable  to  one  portion  at  feast 
of  the  House ;  and  ,to  none  more  than 
himself,  by  stating  that  it  would  be  at- 
tended by  no  public  expence.  Highly, 
however,  as  h<f(  prized  this  part  of  the 
scheme,  he  could  not  approv^of  it  unless 
it  had  other  distinct  merits.  In  all  matters 
of  innovation,  two  things  were  to  be  Con- 
sidered; first,  whether  the  evil  were  of  an 
alarming  size  ;  secondly,  whether  the  re- 
medy was  likely  to  be  efficient,  and  an- 
swer its  purpose.  In  the  present  case^  he 
allowed,  that  a  deplorable  evil  existed  ; 
the  grievance  was  of  such  a  nature,  that 
though  justice  was  supposed,  proverbially, 
to  exalt  her  head,  and  flourish  in  this 
country,  yet  the  delays  of  her  administra- 
tion had  been  such  as  to  come  little  shori 
of  a  denial.  Yet  he  should  do  wrong  to 
rest  satisfied  with  a  remedy  that  was  hot  at 
once  comprehensive  and  constitutional.  If 
the  Bill  intended  merely  to  provide  a  tem- 
porary remedy  for  a  temporary  pressure 
of  business,  it  might,  perhaps,  with  Some 
modifications,  be  more  generalW  agree- 
able ;  but  when  it  was  proposed  to'  intro- 
duce a  permanent  innovation  into  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  the  House  should 
pause,  unless  it  were  demonstrated^  that 
the  remedy  provided  was  the  best  possible 
remedy.  It  might  be  said,  that  a  pressing 
grievance  required  a  speedy  remedy  ;  'but 
m  his  mind,  the  time  woula  be  well  spent, 
and  the  delay  wisely  protracted,  which 
should  be  dedicated  to  the  consideration 
of  a  measure  more  calculated  to '  answer 
its  purposes,  and  less  liable  to  objections 
on  co6stitutional  grounds.  His  bpinioiis 
were  sufficiently  known  on  the'  subject  qf 
economy;  but  whenever  economy  alone 
was  opposed  to  measures  of  a  more  sub- 
stantial nature,  it  ought  undoubtedly  to 
give  wiay.  His  objection  to  the  present 
Bill  was,  that  the  remedjr  proposed  would 
h€  found  totally  insufficient  lor  the  pur* 
pose  for  Wbibfa  ii  v^as  intendtO,  and  it  wis 
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Br  most  deplorable  stale  for  a  country 
like,  this  to  be  in«  that  the  delays  in 
the  Coqrt  of  Chancery  and  House  of 
Lords  were  such  ;is  to  amount  almost  to  a 
denial  of  justice.  It  had  been  stated,  that 
the  prqiect  came  recommended  by  all  the 

S^yity.  and  knov^ ledge  of  the  upper 
onse..  Tb^t  branch  of  the  legislature 
badt^kougbt  proper  to  discuss  the  principle 
of  a  noeasure  which  he  had  sent  op  to 
thi^m»  and  he  shpuid  joqw  hold  himself  at 
liberty  to  examii^e  the  wisdom  of  the 
pnnciplfff  on  wbiqh  the  present  Bill  was 
fQPfideuL  He  should  first  examine  its 
preambje.  Although  the  House  of  Peers 
thf^r^istateid  that  Writs  of  Error,  and  Ap- 
jieials  to  parliament,  had  greatly  increased 
in  their  House ;  and  although  they  stated 
tbat  the  del^y  wjas,  heavy  on  the  suitor, 
%nd.«ifas  a  stigma  on  the  justice  of  the 
qoim^ry,  there  was  not  one  word  as  to  how 
iht^j  were  to  be  epabled  to  attend  more 
fireqaently  to  that  branch  of  their  duty ; 
bqt  af  a  remedy,  they  said,  they  would  re- 
lieve another  person  in  another  court. 
Bat,  provided  the  I^ouse  were  to  adopt 
thii.m^ure,  had  they  any  power  to  pro- 

Sure  the  attendance  of  noble,  lords  ?  It 
id  not  appear  that  they  would  have  any 
re^^onable  expectation  of  a  better  attend - 
aace  in  that  House  than  in  times  past. 
Hie  noble  lord  who  presided  had  no  power 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  the  Lords. 
He  bad  not  fo^nd  the  other  peers  as  yet 
willing  to  co-operate  with  him :  Would  at- 
tendance be  more  palatable*  because  more 
frequent  ?  In  that  House  (the  Commons) 
|bey  were  obliged  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance  of  the  members;  but  be  Uelieved  the 
House  of  Lords  did  not  exercise  any  such 
power;  that  the  summons  sent  on  some 
occasions,  was  a  mere  matter  of  form  which 
their  lordships  might  either  obey,  or  not, 
i$  tbey  pleased.  ]|^ot  the  House  of  Peers 
ipight  also  enforce  the  attendance  of  their 
ijifmberp,  and  t|ie  arrear  ofcaases  requir^() 
a  inucb  more  diligent  attendance.     At 

Klisent  there  was  no  regular  mode  of  en- 
ctiig  their  ^t^ndance:  tbey  attended 
in  cpoaequence  pf  a  summons  if  they 
jflfAse^,  and  neglected  to  attend  if  they 
Pleased.  The  IL>use  of  Lords  was  scam 
moosly  dila^ry.  It  vfas  in  the  recol- 
iM^i^n  ot  m^xiy  persons  now  in  that 
jl^iMe  (yfho^ete  managers  of  the  im^- 
f^iujhment  of  ]M[r.  Hastings),  how  small  f 
jftiitiqa  of  Ijme  Was  allotted  by  the  House 
ff  JP«ers  to  tb^t  tri^>  although  the  eyes  of 
^  fooii^ry  were  npon  them.  The  delajr 
l^aa  to  1)^  de^iffnynt  of  the  justice  of  the 
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country,  and  it  was  now  impossible  to  carry 
on  an  impeachment  on  any  complicated 

?[uestion.  The  author  of  this  Bill  had  so 
iar  forgotten  the  privileges  of  that  House, 
as  in  a  publication  of  his,  to  make  a  charge 
of  delay  upon  it,  and  to  stat^,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  re^ 
prehensible,  and  all  the  loss  of  time  on  the 
Bill  was  to  be  attributed  te  them.  This 
was  an  indignity  upon  that  House,  which 
would  not  nave  been  borne  in  better 
times.  But  they  had  not  lost  any  time  in 
proceeding  with  th6  "Bill.  The  conse- 
quence of  the  proposed  alteration  would  be, 
that  the  bosinessof  the  Court  of  Chancery 
would  be  done  by  a  person  inferior  in 
learning  and  abilities  to  the  present  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  that  the  business  of  An- 
peals  would  stand  still  as  at  present,  in 
a  short  space  of  time  it  would  make  the 
Lord  Chancellor  a  less  effective  officer 
than  he  now  was.  It  might  be  depended 
on  as  certain,  that  men  iti  general  were 
not  very  read}*  to  do  what  others  would 
do  for  them.  The  Lord  Chancellor  would 
therefore,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  be  in  a 
different  situation  from  that  in  which  he 
had  been  for  many  years.  In  seeking  a 
person  to  fill  that  situation  hereafter,  tbe 
first  lawyer  would  not  be  sought  out,  but 
the  first  politician  in  the  country.  If  the 
Chancellor  were  to  excel  as  a  politician, 
and  be  admirable  as  a  debater,  he  would 
naturally  think  that  he  might  safely  leave 
the  decision  of  causes  to  persons  with  mo^e 
legal  skill  but  less  ability  as  debaters.  He 
would  have,  no  doubt,  the  assistance  of  the 
two  ablest  lawyers,  as  his  Master  of  the 
Rolls  and  Vice-ChanceUor,  and  on  them 
the  admirable  debater  and  party* man 
would  repose  for  the  execution  of  his  legal 
duties.  By  such  a  plan,  the  Chancellor 
would  not  gain  any  time  for  hearing  Ap- 
peals, but  would  have  less.  ^This  was  a 
great  objection  to  the  Bill.-^It  was  in- 
tended that  every  part  of  the  business 
which  was  to  be  transacted  by  deputy 
should  be  open  to  appeal.  To  whom? 
To  the  Chancellor  himself,  a  considerable 
portion  of  whose  time  was  consumed  in 
the  present  state  of  things  by  Appeals  from 
the  Rolls.  And  it  could  not  be  supposed 
that  there  would  be  fewer  Appeals  froin 
the  Vice-Chanceilor,  who  was  to  be  an 
officer  inferior  to  the  Master  .of  the 
Bolls,  and  with  whose  decisions  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  suitors  would  be 
better  satisfied  than  with  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  at  present.  It  was  impossible  to 
find  a  man  for  the  situation  of  Vice*Chaa« 
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cellor  of  more  learning,  talents,  or  weight, 
than  the  Master  of  th^  Rolls,  and  it  was 
therefore  evident  that  by  the  creation  of 
this  new  officer  a  multiplication  of  Ap- 
peals woold  be  created,  and  this  was  a 
great  evil,  from  the  additional  expence 
and  delay  which  it  must  occasion.— The 
consequence  of  such  appointment  would 
1)0,  that  those  questions  which  at  present 
werie  settled  before  th6  Chancellor,  for  the 
most  part  finally,  would  first  be  heard  by 
the  vice-Chancel  lor,  and  then  be  brought 
by  appeal  before  that  learned  lord,  and  thus 
the  appointment  would  be  attended  with 
great  additional  expence,  and  would  not 
relieve  the  Chancellor.  In  his  opinion, 
there  were  other  resources,  besides  ihose 
narrow  remedies  to  which  it  was  wished 
to  confine  the  measure.  He  did  not  see 
the  same  radical  objections  to  the  separa- 
tion of  the  office  of  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Lords  and  Lord  Chancellor,  which  the 
noble  mover  did.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  this  was  desirable,  but  there  might  be 
circumstances  sufficient  to  render  it  neces- 
sary as  a  temporary  measure.  He  knew 
that  Mr.  Pttt  had  at  one  time  an  intention 
to  introduce  such  a  measure,  although  he 
bad  not  thought  fit  to  proceed.  Why  he 
afterwards  departed  from  his  intention  of 
carrying  it  into  execution,  he  really  did 
not  know ;  but  bis  authority  was  as  good 
perhaps  as  that  of  the  noble  lord.  The 
Kouse  of  Lords  were  not  in  the  same  si- 
tuation as  the  other  House,  with  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Speaker.  There  was 
no  necessity  for  their  having  a  particular 
person  in  the  chair,  as  was  the  case  with 
the  Commons.  They  frequently  appointed 
a  temporary  Speaker  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances. Lord  Mansfield  frequently 
presided  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  when 
the  great  seal  was  in  commission,  a 
Speaker  was  always  appointed  tempo- 
rarily. To  him  it  appeared,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  might  receive  more  assistance 
in  Chancery  from  that  eminent  person  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  than  he  did  at  present. 
He  might  be  allowed  to  decide  causes 
there  in  the  absence  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  sit  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  while  the  chief  officer 
of  that  Court  was  engaged  in  hearing  ap- 
peals. Were  there  not,  too,  matters  of 
course  which  occupied  a  great  portion  of 
the  valuable  time  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
that  might  be  discharged  adequately  by 
existing  officers  of  the  Court  ?  There  were 
no  doubt  cases  in  bankruptcies  of  a  very 
complicated  and  difficult  nature;  but  it 
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was  not  ptecisely  the  feet,  as  was  stated, 
that  bankruptcy  causes  in  general  required 
all  the  talents  of  the  learned  lord.  Ef 
a  new  officer  were  appointed,  he  should 
be  appointed  to  some-  great  branch  of 
what  belonged  to  the  Chancellor,  by 
which  the  Chancellor  would  be  really  re- 
lieved. There  were  many  persons  prac- 
tising in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity 
fully  adequate  to  the  determinatioa  of 
such  matters,  and  fully  equal  to  grapple 
with  and  discharge  those  duties.  He 
could  not  understand  what  the  noble  lord 
meant,  by  saying  there  was  an  intention 
of  adding  a  fifth  judge  to  the  Court  of 
Exchequer.  It  might  add  to  the  wisdom, 
but  could  not  add  to  the  number  of  de- 
cisions of  the  Court. — In  appointing  a 
person  to  a  situation  which  was  to  be  not 
superior  to  that  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  but  superior  to 
the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Uommon 
Pleas,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  he  would  not  begin  by  de- 
grading him.  But  the  present  Bill  did 
not  make  him  a  deputy,  but  a  drudge. 
He  was  obliged  to  sit  when  he  was  ordered 
to  do  so,  and  was  not  permitted  to  do  anv 
thing  of  his  own  will.  They  were  alarmed, 
lest  he  should  break  the  trammels  With 
which  they  have  surrounded  him.  This 
unfortunate  man  could  make  no  order,  no 
decree,  without  the  leave  of  the  Chancel- 
lor,— could  not  revise,  or  over- rale  any 
thing  done  by  the  Chancellor,  without  spe- 
cial authority, — and  was ,  to  obey  such 
orders  as  the  Chancellor  had  already 
made,  or  should  hereafter  make.  He  was 
to  receive  little  emolument  from  his 
master,  the  Chancellor,  who  appeared  to 
have  given  little,  and  to  have  retained 
much. — Here  the  hon.  gentleman  pro- 
ceeded to  quote  certain  passages  of  the 
Bill,  by  which  the  Vice-Chancellbr  was 
discharged  from  officiating,  unless  spe- 
cially authorized  by  the  Lord  Chancellor* 
and  by  which  he  was  to  proceed  at  such 
times  and  in  such  manner  and  form  as  the 
learned  lord  shouhl  think  fit.  Ho  was 
also  to  be  paid  like  a  drudge  who  did  all 
the  work  and  got  very  liule  pay  from  bis 
master.  He  thought  that  the  person  Who 
filled  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  ought  to 
be  liberally,  nobly,  and  honourably  paid, 
not  only  to  enable  him  to  support  his  ex- 
alted situation  in  splendour,  but  to  secure 
such  a  provision  for  his  children,  as  wonld 
enable  them  to  appear  as  the  children 
of  a  peer.  He  did  not  say  that  the 
Lord   Chancellor   was    at    present   toa 
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Hberally  paid.  Bat  the  ponioD  whtch 
was  allotted  to  the  Vice-Cbaivcellor  from 
ttie  emolDments  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
was  altogether  so  small  and  niggardly, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  take  nothing 
from  him  at  all,  and  that  a  suitable  pro* 
Yision  should  be  made  from  some  other 
source.  Before  he  concluded,  he  wished 
to  soggest  whether  the  taking  away  inter- 
mediate appeals  from  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  might  not  be  a  measure  that  would 
be  attended  with  beneficial  consequences  ? 
There  was  one  argument,  too,  against  the 
offices  of  Chancellor  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Lords  being  Tested  in  the  same 

Eerson,  which  was  desenrine  of  notice. 
1  all  appeals  to  the  House  ofLords  from 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
was  of  all  persons  the  last  who  ought  to  sit 
in  that  House  as  the  presiding  and  most 
efficient  judge.  The  bon.  gentleman  con- 
cluded with  moving  as  an  Amendment,  That 
the  Bill  be  taken  into  consideration  that 
day  six  months. 

Mr.  Macdxmald  observed,  that  the  Bill 
professed  to  be  the  best  remedy  that  could 
be  devised  for  an  evil  felt  to  exist,. the 
stagnation  of  the  legal  business^  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  And  what  was  this  re- 
medy?— to  completely  new  model  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  a  court,  the  transac- 
tions in  whi<ih  were  so  deeply  interesting, 
to  the  public.  With  respect  to  the  delays 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  itself,  and  the  consequent 
arrear  of  causes,  they  were  ascribed  by 
diflferent  people  to  different  causes :  while 
some  attributed  thein  to  the  indecision 
of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  now  at 
the  head  of  that  court,  or  to  the  inter- 
ruption which  he  experienced  from  his 
politicai  and  other  avocations— avoca- 
tions unprecedented  in  former  times,  and 
even  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  own  time,— 
others  traced  them  solely  and  exclusively 
to  the  general  increase  of  business  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  itself.  He  would  ab- 
stain from  comparing  the  number  of  de- 
crees made  by  the  present  with  the  num- 
ber made  by  former  chancellors ;  but  he 
would  compare  the  remedies  proposed  for 
the  existing  evil.  Undoubtedly,  the  con- 
ception of  the  Bill  before  the  House  was^ 
not  very  profound  or  ingenious.  If  any 
mechanic,  who  had  more  orders  than  he 
could  execute,  were  to  complain  to  his 
'  neighbour  that  he  had  more  business  than 
^  fie  could' attend  to,  the  answer  would  cer- 
tainly be,  **  get  a  journeyman  :'*  and  what 
'  more  did  th^  present  ffiU  propose  \  but 


that  which  might  be  very  suitable  to  an 
ordinary  case  was  quite  inapplicable  to 
the  delicate  and  important  functions  under 
consideration.  The  question  was,  from 
what  part  of  his  duties  the  Lord  Chancellor 
might  be  relieved  with  the  least  risk  to 
the  public  service  ?  Why  had  the  Chan* 
cellor  been  always  considered  as  tha 
highest  individual  in  the  profession  ?— be« 
cause  the  law  of  the  Chancery  Court  was 
kx  nan  9cripta  :  it  was  a  lait  created  by 
the  presiding  power  in  the  court.  It  was^ 
therefore,  that  individuals,  the  most  dis* 
tinguished  for  their  profound  legal  acquire* 
ments,  had  always  been  selected  to  ikW 
that  high  office.  A  long  and  continuous 
chain  of  these  illustrious  men,  by  support* 
ing  and  confirming  their  mutual  decisions, 
hm  succeeded  in  erecting  a  system  by 
which  they  had  established  the  property 
of  the  <fountry,  and  secured  to  it  a  code  of 
equity  pure  and  unrivalled.  If  parliament 
were  to  break  through  this  prescriptive 
wisdom;  if  they  were  to  dismiss  from  the 
Court  of  Chancery  the  mace  and  the  great 
seal;  to  OTcrturn  every  thing  that  had 
been  achieved,  and  substitute  some  infe- 
rk>r  authority,  who  could  foretell  the  dan- 
gers that  might  ensue  :•  And,  let  the 
amount  of  these  dangers  be  what  it  miffbt^ 
was  it  evident  that  the  object  of  the  Bill 
wpuld  be  efiacted  }  The  supporters  of  the 
Bill  were  placed  in  this  dilemma :— if  there 
was  to  be  no  appeal  from  the  new  officer 
about  to  be  created  to  the  Lord  ChanceK 
lor,  then  would  arise  the  evils  of  submitting 
such  a  jurisdiction  to  an  inferior  legal  an- 
thority.  If  there  was  to  be  an  appeal,  on 
what  rational  ground  could  the  House 
suppose  that  any  one  would  be  satisfied 
with  a  decision  of  less  weight  than  that  of 
the  Chancellor,  and  therefore  how  would 
his  business  be  lessened  ?  In  the  one  case^ 
therefore,  the  Bill  would  prove  mischievous. 
In  the  other  nugatory.  It  would  afford  no 
relief,  or  it  would  be  productive  of  two 
delays  instead,  of  one ;  the  oracle  would 
be  got  at  at  last.  In  his  opinion  the  bank* 
ruptcy,.  which  had  little  jto  do  with  the 
Chancery  business,  might  easily  be  sepa- 
rated from  the  duties  of  the  Lord  Chan* 
cellorr  and  be  .  entrusted  to  some  other 
tribunal.  Any  common  law  judge  was 
adequate  to  discharge  this  part  of  the  duty. 
-From  the  time  of -Henry  8,  to  that  of 
James*],  it  had  been  .under  the  superin* 
tendance  of  privy  counsellors.  At  the 
present  day  it  occupied  a  firarth,  some 
said  even  a  third  of  the  time  of  the  Chan- 
cellor: amir  if  it  were  not  for  thisi  tb^ 
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mouU  Iisf6.no  oecmoft  to  be  now  dis<» 
cusfidg  thp  ibciriu  of  the  Bill  iq  "quesiioo, 
Tlie  hourt  so  taken  up  might  be  most 
advantageously  employ^  ioiPivbat  anohle 
and  learnt  lord  (Aedesdald)  had  justly 
term^  the  *'  proper'^  business  of  the  Court 
«f  Chancery  as  n  court  of  equity;  If  ai»y 
difficulty  existed  with  respect  to  ^persons 
competent  tor  this  oflice»  he  thought  it 
migbl  easily  be, removed^  He  tgr^d  that 
this  judges  (^  the  courts  in  Westminster 
HaU  were  akeadv  suQiciently  occupied; 
but  there  wfere  the  Welsh  judges,  of  any 
one  of  whom  it  might  be  fairly  said,  tb^ 
hn  was  helpkig  the  other  to  do  nothing 
There  were  ei^^ht  of  tbem — (SfiK  of  whon^ 
be  thought,  nughtwell  be  spared  to  codo 
duct  thd  bapkruptcy  businesQ*  while  the 
other  four  were  amply  sufficient  to  di&- 
char^  without  inconTeniency,  all  the 
judicial  fiinctiona  in  that  oonnlry*  It 
Bright  be  itrged  that  the  Lord  ChancseUor 
derived  a  larffe  portion  ^f  his  emoluasents 
filom  tht  banbupt  cases.  It  waseo.;  but 
this  wak  a  precarious  and  most  undignified 
sodrce  of  rei^enue,  and  he  waa  persuaded 
tliai  parliament  would  compeiiate.  that 
gr^at  la«  officer  /op  any  hijnry.  that  he 
might  sustain,  in  consequence  of  a  new 
ai^angelnent»  abd  the  country  iroold  not 
think  him  03seit>aid  for  Us  imtKirtant  aer- 
vicesb  by  a  salary  of  16  or  18>000l.  Sudi 
Ji  sum  waa  indeed  neoessary,.  in  order  16 
ealMe  him  to  mitintain  that  aaiutavy 
epteadauf  dflnanded  by  bis  exalted  sta* 
fkMk  The  meaaura  he  had  proposed,  hp 
vecomnleniled  no*  as  the  best  possible 
metoure,  hut  as  one  infinitely  preferable 
to  the  present.  He  was  convinced  that 
there  were  various  modes  by  which  the 
existing  evil  tnight  be  fully  met  Parlia- 
ment weire  not  compelled  to  tako  the 
Moatrun^  pfesetibed  to  them,  or  submit  lo 
the  cotitihuaitce  of  the  disease.  He  had 
Mo  fiiith  lArbatever  in  the  pi opoaed  specific : 
foot  if  the  only  alternative  wu,  to  adopt 
the  Bill  beibre  the  Hease,  or  to  allow  the 
continuance  of  the  present  delays,  much 
aa  he  lamented  the  latter,  as  deeply  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  of  indlviduafii,  and 
nationally  di^acefiil,  his  would  not  con- 
sent to  purchase  an  exemption  from  them 
at  the  price  demanded.  Let  the  Houac 
contemplate  the  sitoatioB  of  the  officer  to 
be  created  by  the  Bill.  Instead  of  being 
an  independent  judge,  he  Wonid  teaubject 
to  the  will,  pleasure*  hnmour,and  caprice 
of  another :  he  would  have  his  ^aily  task 
aet  him.  There  was  liot  a  ahertff  or  n 
con)nci^  in  the  island,  wha  would  not  oc- 
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cupy  a  prouder  station  than  this  Chancek 
|or'#  drudge,  with  hi^  train-bearer,  and  alt 
his  paraphernalia.  He  would  be  a  new 
character. in  the  constitution—^  vassal 
judge  I  a  judge,  whose  duties  would  be 
prescri^  to  him  by  another !  These  were 
h^sh  sounds  in  Great  Britain  in  the  19tb 
century ;  and  besides,  whst  a  prece^ 
dentwould  thus  be  a£brded !  If  any  arrear 
ol  ba^pess  should,  at  a  future  period,  ac* 
cunmlaie  in  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench^ 
on  what  pretence  could  parliament  refuse 
to 4he  .great  legal  luminary  of  that  court 
his  judicial  satellite  ?— By  acceding  to 
the  Bill  on  the  table,  the  House  would 
give  to  a,  subject  a  power  whH:biiad  been 
withhf Id  from  tbje  sovereign,  and  woul4 
d^dvfi,  that  that  which  waa  considered 
dangeroua  in  the  hands  of  the  severeigo, 
beoame  aafe  when  placed  in  the  hands  of 
one.  of  his  servants.  Such,  he  conceive, 
would  be  the  necessary  operation  of  the 
BUI,  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose, 
from  the  firm  conviction,,  that  it  would 
ioi|>air  the  purity  of  the  administration  of 
equity,  ana  pervert  the.  integrity  of  th6 
dispensation  of  justice.  He  noped  and 
trusted,  therefore,  that  the  House  would 
agree  to  the  amendmient  proposed  b^  the 
hon.  gentleanan  who  had  preceded  hup. 

Mr.  Stt^im  observed  that  the  light 
mimner  in  which  the  question  was  taken  up. 
iippeared  to  his  mind  not  at  all  consistent 
with  the  weight  and  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject, ViM>m  the  consideration  of  the  facta 
contained  in  the  repqrts,  and  which  other 
gentlemen  had  not  perhaps  brought  into  a 
prope?  focus  for  their  observation,  it  ap« 
peered  to  him  important  to  draw  the  at* 
tenuon  of  the  House  to  the  o^gnitude  of 
the  evil  which  it  wae  the  object  of  the 
present  Bill  to  remedy.  The  delay  that 
necessarily  followed  from  the  over  prea* 
sure  of  public  business  was  acknowledged 
to  be  so  great  as  to  amount,  in  fome  cases, 
to  a  denial  of  justice.  This  was  a  grievance 
to  which  no  British  subject  ougnt  to  be 
exposed.  Let  them  look  t^  the  state  of 
the  case.  There  ^ere  not  less  than  ^3 
apneals  now  depending  before  the  high 
and  supreme  tritranal  of  the  country,  one 
of  which  was  hanging  over,  without  deci- 
aien,  for  not  less  than  SQ  years ;  leven  for 
1 1  ]rtars ;  39  for  above  seven  y^ers;  ei|d 
77  for  above  five  yearp.  From  a  calcfH 
latum  ffmde  in  iJB10|,the  isveragenupiber 
of*  Appeals  decided  annnally  was  10,  aod^ 
on  tlmt  prie^iple.  what  with  new  4f  peek» 
it  would  1a)te  46  years  befbae  the  wbcM« 
could  be  d^>9fed  of*    This  denial  of  |ai- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


irr]  tice  Oana^tar'^s  BiU. 

lice  was  dreadful ;  yet  it  bad  been  known 
to  that  House  for  two  years,  and  no  pro- 
posal had  been  made  to  apply  a  remedy 
by  those  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  pre- 
sent measure.  If  any  gentleman  then 
present  was  at  all  inclined  to  commisera- 
tion, it  must  b^' called  forth  in  such  cases, 
m  which  might  be-  invoWed  the  dearest 
interesu  of  whole  families,  and  in  wliich, 
after  trying  every  mode  of  settlement,  it 
was,  after  all,  at  the  option  of  any  oppo- 
nent to  embark  in  a  contention,  in  which 
at  feast  ^0  vears  might  elapse  under  an 
mcapacity  of  knowing  whether  the  fortune 
for  which  be  contended,  however  justly, 
was  to  come  to  a  man  or  not.  In  the  su- 
preme court  of  judicature  the  evil  was 
much  greater  than  in  any  of  the  inferior 
courU.  It  appeared  from  the  same  return 
to  which  he  alluded,  that  the  Appeals  en- 
tered amounted  to  not  less  than  405,  and 
that  an  increase  of  20i>  had  taken  place 
within  10  years.  If  the  business  were  al- 
lowed to  go  on  in  this  manner,  it  would 
have  this  effect,  that  Appeals  would  never 
be  brought  upon  fair  and  reasonable 
grounds ;  but  that  any  party,  desirous  of 
delay,  could  adopt  no  better  mean^  for 
that  object,  than  by  having  recourse  to  an 
Appeal.  It  was  impossible  to  state  a  case 
which  called  more  loudly  for  a  remedy. 
The  evil  was  allowed  to  exist;  and  yet 
the  remedy  proposed  for  it  was  opposed, 
and  nox  other  offered  as  a  substitute.  If 
gentlemen  were  so  very  inimical  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Vice  Chancellor,  he 
would  ask  .what  substitute  had  they  to 
propose  r  They  could  not  propose  that 
judges,  whd  had  already  more  than  an 
adequate  task  to  perform  in  their  respec- 
tive courts,  should  be  the  substitutes  for 
the  Chancellor.  When  he  considered  the 
intense  application,  the  great  labours,  and 
the  eminent  talents  requisite  to  fulfil  the 
duties  of  those  who  presided  over  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  he  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  say,  that  he  had  cause  to  lament 
the  parsimony  of  the  (jpuntry  in  the  ap- 
pointments and  rewards  of  Judicial  charac- 
ters. He  was  surprised  at  his  hon.  friend 
saying  that  it  was  not  bis  duty  to  propose 
any  such  remedy.  He  stated,  indeed,  a 
variety  of  expedients,  but  did  not  select 
any  in  particular.  He  would  notice  some 
of  his  hon.  friend's  expedients.  One  was, 
tbata  better  attendance  in  the  Lords,  to- 
gether with  the  assistance  of  some  Ex- 
chancellor,  would  supply  an  adequate  re- 
medy, but  by  wlukt  means  was  an  Ex- 
cbaacellor  to  be  required  to  lacrificehis 
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time  ?     And  even  though  that  could  be 
done,  the  same  inconvenience  would  follow 
which  was  objected  to  the  present  Bill. 
He  spoke  of  the  danger  of  appealing  from 
a  more  experienced  to  a  leM  experienced 
officer.    The  very  same  objection  applied 
to  the  assistance  of  an  ^  Ex-cbanceilor, 
who,  perhaps,  for  ten  years  before,  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  hearing  any  such  Ap- 
peals.   With  respect  to  the  compulsion  of 
the  Lords  to  attend,  it  would  be  rather  sin- 
gular if  a  Bill  were  brought  into  that 
Houjie  for  such  an  object.    In  the  day$ 
appointed  for  the  decision  of  Appeals,  it 
was  stated,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  could' 
not  procure  a  sufficient  number  of  lords  to 
proceed  to  business.     He  doubted  whether 
such  attendance  could  be  procured,  even  in 
that  House,  at  so  early  an  hour  as  10  in  the 
it^ombg.    With  respect  to  another    re- 
medy alluded  to,  of  separating  the  duties 
of  the  Chancellor,  the  inconvenience  of 
sbcha  measure,  he  thought,  was  very  ob- 
vious; and  the  separation  of  the  bankrupt 
jurisdiction  was  the  very  last  that  should 
be  auempted.    Were  gentlemen  aware, 
that  from    the  Chancellor's  decision  in 
bankruptcy  there  was  no  appeal  ?     As  to 
the  suspicion  of  neglect  of  duty  which    n 
would  follow  from  the  division  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  it  was  without  any 
foundation.     The  exercise  of  great  talents 
and  great  power  carried  its  own  recom* 
mendation   with  it.     There  was  no  such 
character  as  an  idle  judge.     All  the  other 
courts  were  in  arrcar,  as  well  as  the  Hous& 
of  Lords,  though  the  judges  were  of  all 
men  the  greatest  drudges  in  business.  But 
besides  this,  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  his 
assistant  might  sometimes  lay  down  the 
rule  in  different  ways,  which  would  in- 
troduce the  utmos|t  uncertainty  and  confu* 
sion.    The  decrees  of  the  Chancellor  in 
bankrupt  cases,  were  for  very  good  pur- 
poses considered  final ;  and  such  an  inno- 
vation as  that  alluded  to  must  be  extremely 
dangerous.     Did  they  not  know  that  there 
were  faHuresin  trade  now,  not  to  the  amount 
of  20  or  30,000/.    but  sometimes   to  the 
amount|even  of  1,000,000/.?  In  such  cases^ 
no  appeal  was  allowed,  because  the  distribu* 
tion  of  the  property  of  the  bankrupt  might 
be  suspended  by  that  means,  and  an  enor- 
mous mass  of  property  be  kept  in  abeyance, 
which  must  be  the  source  of  incalculable 
mischief  to  creditors.     Such  a    remedy 
was  the  most  inadmissible  of  all,  and  ho 
would  say  even  the   most  absurd.     In 
former  timet  it  was  no  uncommon  case  for 
the  puisne  judges  to  be  called  iHi  for  the 
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purpose  of  aasisting  the  Chancellor^  end 
if  lord  Eldon  did  not  call  them  in  to  his 
assistance,  it  was  because  they  had  suffi- 
cient business  in  their  respective  courts. 
He  denied  that  it  was  any  infraction  of  the 
constitution  to  introduce  the  present  mea- 
sure; and  instanced  the  increase  of  the  num- 
ber of  judges  in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas 
from  three  to  six  after  the  Charter  of  king 
John  down  to  the  reign  of  Henry  8,  as  a 
precedent.     Neither  had  the  judges  of  the 
present  time  the  leisure  which  they  for- 
merly enjoyed.    Sir  Matthew  Hale  could 
find  a  season  of  relaxation  from  his  judi- 
which    to    pursue   his 
ments,  but  no  judge  upon 
now  allow  himself  any 
He  regretted  that  the 
ts  in  the  country  were 
B  mass  of  business,  and 
he  judges  was  too  much 
duties.     Here  he  begged 
Bittention  of  the  House  to 
recently  had  occasion  to 
in  point  of  authority, 
nguished  and  undisputed 
d  to  the  work  written  by 
.   in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  6th—"  De  Laudibus  Legum  Anglise.*' 
That  author  stated,  that  only  three  hours, 
from  eight  to  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  were 
occupied  by  the  courts  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  the  rest  of  the  time  they 
spent  either  in  the  study  of  the  laws  or  in 
reading  the  scriptures.     If  such  a  system 
were  to  prevail,  what  would  become  of  the 
due  administration  of  justice  at  present  ? 
How  very  different  would  be  the  situation 
of  lord  Ellenbrough  !     The  truth  was, 
that  with  the  progress  of  time  circum- 
stances had  essentially  changed,  which  re^ 
quired  an  alteration  in  the  constitution  of 
the  authorities  of  the  country.    In  fact, 
the  number  of  judges  remained  the  same, 
though  the  business  had  increased  out  of 
all  proportion.    Soon  after  king  John's 
Charter,  the  number  of  judges    in    the 
King's-bench  was  increased  from  three  to 
six ;    and  in  after  times  five  judges  fre- 
quently sat  in  the  Common  Pleas.    The 
measure  now  proposed,  was  not  a  greater 
innovation  than  those  to  which  he  alluded. 
As  matterr  stood  at  present,  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend,  that  causes  would 
be  too  hastily   decided,    and   haste  was 
generally,  or  at  least  often  the  parent 
of  mistake.    This  was   also,  in   a  great 
measure,  the  situation  of  the  common  law 
courts.    It  was  said  that  the  supporters  of 
th)rBill  had  shifted  their  ground,  for  that 
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the  evil  to  be  removed  was  said,  at  one. 
time  to  exist  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  at 
another  time  In  the  House  of  Lords.  It 
was  not  asserted  by  any  person  that  there 
was  not  a  great  increase  of  business  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  suitors' 
money  hi  that  court  had  increased  from 
1,000,000/.  to  35,500,0^3/.  seven  million 
of  which  had  arisen  since  the  year  1800, 
and  ten  million  since  1780.  The  com- 
mercial business  depending  in  that  court 
did  not  amount  to  less  than  25,000,000/. 
This  was,  not  even  an  adequate  represen- 
tation of  the  fact.  He  hoped  the  House 
was  now  fully  persuaded  of  the  evil  of  de- 
lav,  and  that  they  would  see  the  necessity 
of  appointing  an  assistant  to  discharge  a 
part  of  those  burthens  which  had  nearly 
doubled  since  the  time  of  lord  Hardwicke. 
A  remedy  was  absolutely  demanded  by 
the  circumstances  he  had  stated,  and  he 
trusted  gentlemen  would  feel  the  necessity 
of  applying  it  where  it  was  most  wanted. 
For  his  own  part,  he  entirely  approved  of 
the  measure  offered,  and  concluded  by  ob- 
serving, that  be  was  persuaded  whoever 
had  the  proposed  jurisdiction  vested  in 
him  would  add  dignity  to  the  office. 

Mr.  W.  Courtenay  opposed  the  present 
Bill,  to  which  he  had  the  most  serious  ob« 
jeciions.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  evil 
existed,  and  that  a  remedy  should  be  ap- 
plied ;  but  he  thought  it  should  be  more 
efficacious  than  that  proposed  by  the  Bill, 
which  was  much  more  extensive  than  the 
nature  of  the  case  required.  He  would 
now  assume,  whether  justly  or  not,  that 
the  remedy  proposed  was  two*foId  :  one 
for  the  evil  said  to  exist  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  the  other  for  that  said  to 
exist  in  the  House  of  Lords.  With  respect 
to  the  first,  it  was  not  easy  to  state  bow 
far  those  invested  with  the  highest  judicial 
functions  could  or  could  not,  ought  or 
ought  not  to  conform  to  the  judicial  charac- 
ter. The  different  other  expedients  which 
had  been  suggested,  had  their  apology  in 
the  taunting  manner  in  which  those  who 
opposed  this  Bill  had  been  called  upon  to 
substitute  some  other  project  in  its  place  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  would  suggest  a  remedy 
that  had  not  hitherto  been  mentioned.  In 
the  House  of  Lords  great  part  of  the  appeals, 
at  least  four-fifths,  were  from  Scotland, 
and  in  cases  where  the  decision  must  turn 
upon  the  facts,  and  not  upon  the  law.  The 
appeal  in  those  cases  was  from  a  jurisdic* 
tion  which  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  facts,  to  one  which  had  not  such  an 
opportunity.    Most  lawyers^  he  believed^ 
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HMUid  H  difficok  to  see  why  as  tppeal,  is 
naiters  of  fact,  was  necessary  to  a  higher 
mtmnal.  In  England  the  Appeals  were 
only  upon  questions  of  law,  and  many  of 
the  most  eminent  lawyers  thought  that 
this  regalation  might  with  advantage  be 
ext^ndod  to  Scotlmid.  If  this  were  done^ 
a  grent  proportion  of  the  Scotch  Appeals 
wonld  be  cut  off,  and  the  pressure  would 
in:  a  great  measure  be  withdrawn,  while 
some  temporary  expedient  might  be 
adopted  to  get  rid  of  the  present  arrear. 
This,  was  not  the  proper  time,  nor  did  be 
feel  himself  competent  to  propose  a  re* 
medy,  he  merely  alluded  to  a  mode  by 
which  great  assistance  could  be  rendered 
to  the  justice  of  the  country.  With  re< 
gard  to  the  observation  of  his  boo.  and 
learned  friend  near  him  (Mr«  Stepbeo) 
that  it  might  be  difficult  to  procure  the 
attendance  of  the  members  of  this  House 
at  so  early  an  hour  as  10  o'cloclr,  he  re- 
minded htm,  that  several  bodies  of  the 
Biembers  did  actually,  sit  at  that  hour 
upon  committees,  and  he  saw  no  good 
reason  why  the  Lords  should  not  also  en* 
force  attendance  at  an  early  bo«r»  if  neoea- 
aary  for  the  purposes  of  justice.  Bttt  if  it 
was  really  impossible  to  procure  siicli  an 
attendance,  how  did  this  o\l\  remedy  thit 
evil  ? — He  next  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  stale  of  the  arrears  in  the 
Exchequer,  which  was  as  formidable  an 
«vil  as  the  arrears  in  the  Court  of  Chan* 
eery.  This  being  notorious,  it  would  be 
unworthy  of  the  legislature,  when  em* 
ployed. in  providing  a  remedy  for  an  evil 
of  this  nature,  tq  pass  over  the  state  of  the 
arrearsin  the  Exchequer,  without  notice.  A 
general  comprehensive  remedy  ought  to  be 
applied  ;  this  narrow  measure  was  utterly 
inefficient.  It  hardly  created  a  judge  at 
alL  It  was  an  intire  innovation,  in  point 
of  principle,  in  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice ;  for  when  a  suitor  set  down  his  cause 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  opinion  of 
the  Chancellor  in  the  first  instance,  it  would 
depend  upon  the  arbitriuni  of  the  Chan* 
eel  lor  whether  the  suitor  should  have  it  or 
not.  With  regard  to  the  separation  of 
bankruptcy  causes  from  the  other  business 
of  the  Court,  ho  was  far  from  agreeing 
with  those  who  thought  that  such  a  sepa* 
ration  would  yield  no  material  relief.  He 
was  convinced  it  would ;  for  the  business 
in  cases  of  bankruptcy  now  constituted  a 
Tery  considerable  proportion  of  the  whole 
bosiaess  of  tbe  Court. 

Mr.  Sm^k  thought  it  was  incumbent  on 
the  House  not  simply  to  ascertain  diat  tbe 
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evil  existed;,  but  to  inquire  into  the  na- 
ture, extent,  and  origin  of  it.  In  doing 
this,  they  would  find  that  the  evil  in  its 
present  magnitude  arose  from  the  number 
of  Appeals  from  Scotland.  Why,  then, 
not  advert  to  this  fact,  and  look  for  tbe 
remedy  in  the  country  from  whence  it 
came,  in  a  reform  of  the  Scottish  law.  It 
was  true  that  out  of  the  whole  number  of 
Appeals, the  enoimous  proportion  of  4-5ths 
were  from  Scotland.  From  the  first  re* 
port  it  appeared  that  out  of  253  Appeals, 
200  were  from  that  country.  The  Bill,  in 
his  opinion,  was  prematurely  brought  for* 
ward.  Two  acts  had  been  passed  which 
most  contribute  to  lessen  the  number  of 
Appeals  from  the  Court  of  Session  of  Scot-> 
land.  The  operation  of  these  acts  could 
not  be  yet  sufficiently  known,  and  it  was 
on  this  account  that  he  considered  the  Bill 
pramatore.  It  was  not  known,  nor  could 
It  be  yet  known,  whether  the  evil  pro- 
posed to  be  removed  was  temporary  or 
permanent.  He  could  not  look  upon  tho 
Bill  as  tending  to  less  than  a  dissolution  of 
the  first  judicial  officer  of  the  country. 
With  reu>ect  to  the  A|)peals  in  the  Lords, 
19  out  or  20  were  merely  vexatious,  and 
mtny  of  the  Scotch  Appeals  were  merely 
on^ account  of  delay.  Tbe  attendance  of 
a  sufficient  number  of  lords  could,  in  his 
opinion,  be  secured  by  a  compulsory 
order  of  their  own.  It  was  said  that  the 
increase  of  business  in  the  Court  of  Chan* 
eery  and  the  House  of  Lords,  arose  from 
the  increase  of  wealth.  For  bis  part,  he 
thought  it  depended  more  on  the  unsettled 
sute  of  the  law,  and  on  the  distresses  of 
the  nation.  He  conjured  the  House  not 
to  loosen  the  only  tie  which  bound  the 
Chancellor  to  the  people.  ,  The  number 
of  motions  did  not,  in  his  mind,  furnish 
any  reason  for  the  delay  in  passing  from 
one  to  another.  It  was  well  known  toat  any 
sudden  check  to  wealth,  particularly  to 
commercial  wealth,  occasioned  an  increase 
of  litigation;  It  was  asserted,  that  n6 
mischief,  could  arise  from  thus  withdraw^ 
ing  a  ptrt  of  bis  duties  from  the  Chancel- 
lor. It  would  at  least  lessen  bis  inter- 
course with  the  public ;  and  that  dail^  and 
hourly  intercourse  was,  in  his  opinion, 
one  of  the  most  eflectual  means  for  pre- 
serving him  in  the  discharge  of  those 
duties. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Bai  thought  there  Waf  no 
measure  more  likely  to  produce  the  de» 
sired  effisct  than  that  now  before  tbe 
House.  It  was  said  truly  from  the  oppo- 
site side,  thai  tha  nuosber  of  Appeals 
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amoonted  nearly  to  a  cltnial  of  justice. 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
thought  that  a  permanent  remedy  was  not 
liecefrsary,  because  there  was  a  probability 
that  the  Scotch  Appeals  would  be  const* 
,  derably  lessened  ;  but  he  did  not  consider 
the  great  number  that  was  alreidy  de* 
pending  from  that  c6untry,  and  that  those 
from  Ireland  were  to  be  added,  which 
emoonted  at  present  to  52.  He  saw  n» 
likelihood  that  Appeals  would  decrease, 
because  litigation  always  augmented  With 
the  augmentation  of  property.  It  wa<  said, 
that  this  Bill  would  alter  the  character  of 
the  Chancellor ;  and  that  he  would  be^ 
eorne^  in  consequence  of  it,  nothing  more 
than  a  state  officer.  But  the  House  should 
toot  forget  the  weight  of  legal  duties  that 
would  stiH  remam  upon  hlm^^that  he 
«rould  sit  for  the  discharge  of  business 
three  days  in  every  week  during  the  see* 
eion  of  parliament*  and  every  day  when 
parliament  was  not  sitting*  With  respect 
#0  the  separation  of  the  business  of  bank* 
rupts  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  it  was 
liable  tb  most  grave  and  insurmountable 
objections.  If  his  bankruptcy  jurisdiction 
were  to  be  withdrawn,  He  greater  innova^ 
tion  could  be  intredoced  ;  bankruptcy 
proceeded  from  the  great  seal,  ana  to 
tthange  it  would  be  to  Introduce  t  change 
in  the  oriffinal  jurikliction.  Another 
treason  agamst  such  an  innovation  was, 
that  in  cases  of  bankruptcy  there  ought  Id 
be  no  appeal,  from  the  necessity  there 
existed  of  distributing  as  speedily  as  pos* 
Bible  the  property  of  the  bankrupt.  They 
could  not,  therefore,  entrust  this  most  im<- 
portant  flinction  to  an  inferior  officer,  or 
|)lace  the  decision  of  so  great  a  mass  of 
property  in  any  hands  less  elevated  than 
the  first  law  authority  of  the  state.  Upon 
these  ff rounds,  he  thought  nothing  better 
could  be  at  present  proposed  than  the  Bill 
before  the  Honse,  aiid  he  would  therefore 
give  it  his  support. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylar  obs^ved,  that  no  no- 
tice had  been  taken  in  the  House  of  Lerds 
of  the  arrears  of  business  in  the  Coert  of 
Chancery  previous  to  a  motion  which  he 
made  about  two  yeai?  ago.  He  did  not 
then  propose  his  plan  as  a  perfect  one, 
but  as  one  which  might  be  improved. 
The  great  delay  of  justice,  he  affirmed,  at 
that  time,  lyas,  in  fact,  a  denial  of  justice; 
liord  Mansfield  formerly  sat  for  lord  Thur- 
low»  as  temporary  Speaker  of  the  House 
^f  Lords;  and  why  might  not  a  temporary 
Speaker  b^  now  sippointed }  In  his  opv- 
iu9i^  it  became  the  House  lo  repel  an  in* , 


•miiation  which  had  been  {hrown  out 
against  them  as  the  CooHnons  of  Englaiid^ 
which  imputed  to  them  some  of  the  de- 
lays which  had  taken  place.  He  declared 
it  to  he  bis  intention  to  vote  for  potipontng 
the  further  consideration  of  the  Bill.  Thia 
measure,  he  contended,  would  be  attended 
With  inoonveniencies  which  might  have 
been  areided  had  the  coarse  been  pursued^ 
which,  on  a  former  occasioA,  he  had  re- 
commended* He  thought  it  would  be 
well  for  the  House  to  pause,  and  to  consi- 
der If  some  more  efiectnal  remedy  coold 
not  be  devised.  The  present  meanire 
was  so  inadequate,  that  had  he  not  kooWa 
from  what  quarter  it  came,  he  should  have 
imagined  it  had  originated  with  seme 
cottntry  attorney,  who  had  never  seen  the 
Cd«rt  of  Chancery.  If  any  lawyer  weald 
take  upon  himself  to  say  the  Bill  belbre 
the  House  would  remedy  the  evil  com- 
plained of,  he  would  vote  fer  it.  [An  hon, 
member  here  called  out  **  twill."]  Mr. 
Taylor,  however,  declined  taking  hie 
opinion  on  the  subject,  and  stated  the  im- 
pression on  his  mind  to  be  such,  that  it 
could  not  be  removed  by  the  decision  of 
all  the  Courts  of  Westminster. 

Mr.  CsitnsMf,  thinking  it  inexpedient 
tbit  this  Bill  should  pass  into  a  law,  was 
desirous  of  stating  his  objections  to  it ;  and 
should  do  so  Yery  briefly,  as  the  argumenti 
which  had  been  urged  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  wete  9o  few  in  namber,  and  so  small 
in  measure,  as  to  require  very  little  refo- 
tation.  It  seemed  to  be  maintained,  that 
the  members  of  this  House  were  not  1^ 
judges  of  such  a  question.  If  that  disque^ 
lifioatiem  were  supposed  to  apply  generally, 
math  more  forcibly  must  it  apply  te 
those  members  (of  which  he  was  one)  whe 
eoald  boast  of  no  means  of  forming  a  judg* 
ment  but  plain  sense  unadorAed  with  legal 
learning.  He  must  however  protest 
egainst  any  such  plea  in  bar  of  their  dia- 
cnssions ;  and  most  deny  that  the  lay  part 
of  the  House  were  implicitly  to -adopt  the 
dicta  of  certain  leitrned  personages  in 
matter  not  of  law,  but  of  regulation.  He 
yielded  all  respect  possible  to  the  Hoeso 
of  Lords,  but  could  not  consent  to  pass  the 
Bill  ihey  had  lent  down  without  extnAina* 
tion.  ;^me  considerations  indeed  there 
were  which  might  perhaps  tend  to  dmi* 
nifh  in  this  particular  instance  the  fen^ral 
respect  due  to  the  authority  of  their  lord« 
ships:  It  appeared,  on  the  very  face  of 
the  Bill,  that  it  arose  out  of  arrears  ta 
their  lordships' jten'itdiction.  They  might 
be  better  jadges  of  the  extent  of  d^e  e?il  s 
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buiiftbf  fTil  Uy  wi^  Ih^in,  the  Com- 
mont  ought  not  to  ei(f  rciM  the  lep<i  jea- 
Iputy  ia  examinaUoQ  of  the  remedy  pro* 
pooed. 

A  learned  friend  of  hii  bad  set  out  witb 
rebuking  ao  excess  of  levity,  and  a  want 
of  grave  consideration  on  thia  subject ; 
bnt  he  should  have  been  aware,  that  the 
sources  of  ridicule  were  not  merely  iq 
thiags  which  were  i^  themselves  ridico> 
laus,  but  also  in  the  attempted  approximar 
tion  of  things  which  were  in  Uiemselves 
irr^Qncilable»!— in  the  comparUop  of 
lofty  pretensions,  with  paltry  nvsans, 
f— in  the  contrast  of  magnificent  promises 
and  prospects  with  the  tptal  inadequacy 
of  the  mode  suggested  for  following  op 
and  realising  them.  If  the  Bill  was  to  be 
considered  as  the  result  of  all  the  ezpe* 
rience  and  wifdom  of  the  other  House, 
lundoubtedly  on  that  ground  and  in  that 
€b|Kacter  it  wa«  to  be  r^eived  wiih  the 
greatest  reverence ;  l)ut  it  was  found  that 
pll  this  leaprned  labour  had  only  produced 
fUd  ofiioe,  which  the  legal  proCei^ion  must 
treat  with  contempt ;  then  jn  spite  of  ali 
.^re-possessions  in  its  favour,  the  ridicql^ 
against  which  his  hon,  and  learned  friend 
protested,  might  blaqielessly  or  rather 
must  infalUbljT  attach  to  it. 

The  Bill  said,  that  whereas  great  ar- 
rears had  been  accumulated,  it  was  neces- 
fftry  to  do  ao  and  so.  The  diminution  of 
ibis  accumulation  might,  to  be  sure,  be 
mxoanplished  in  either  of  two  ways ;  by 
plearing  the  reservoir  at  once,  or  by  im- 
peding the  channel  whence  it  was  ooo- 
alantly  sup|>lied  with  so  rapid  a  current. 
The  Bill  appeai:ed  to  follow  the  latter  of 
ibjBse  two  courses.  Its  inost  obvious  and 
icertaip  effect  ^as  to  occasion  al)  the 
causes  in  Chancery  to  be  tried  twice  over, 
a  process  which  must  necessarily  d^lav 
tbe  proqeedings  of  that  court,  and  sp  phack 
the  vicious  rapidity  of  the  stream  ^  Ap- 
jpicmls  which  flowed  from  it  into  the  Hoase 
qf  Lords.  If  [the  tried  wisdom,  the  high 
Jegal  attainments,  and  pre-ea^inent  author 
rity  of  that  great  magistrate,  who  had 
l>een  used  to  speak  from  the  bench  from 
]whicb  be  (Mr.  Canning)  had  now  risen 
i^r  W*  Grant) ;  di^  not  prevent  q^psMnd 
afpc^s.,  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  fromhia 
^(^iaions  as  Master  fi^  the  Rolls,  it  w^s 
i^le  u>  suppose  that  ^rona  tbe  new  Vice^ 
Chancellor,  new  19  office,  new  and  ^^9^^- 
lled  in  antbority^  and  (be  b(B  wko  kp  may] 
prob^i^  far  inffrior  to  tbe  preaent  Master 
idf  th^  tfoUs  in  legal  kaowledga  and  abi- 
iijtiafti  fimtp  WfQ]A  m^  ^  WP«^  ^  ^^ 
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ancellor  in  a  fv  greater  number, 
ideed  attempted  to  be  shewn,  that 

creation  would  he  aimilar  to  the 
:>f  the  Rolls:    but  there  was  this 

difference  between  the  two  ma« 
s^  Ther^  was  a  choice  allowed 
litor  to  have  his  cause  carried  be* 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  or  before  the 
iancellor,.and  therefore  it  was  the 
ly  that  he  abopld  desire  it  to  be 
;  but  this  Bill  ^ave  the  Chancellor 

0  refiyse  hearing  a  case,  and  td 
to  the  Vice  Chancellor,  and 
case  which  was  thua  delegated 

i  Lord  High  Chancellor  to  his  de-f 
gainst  the  wil)  and  choice  of  th9 
was  snrely  most  natujral  to  sup* 
It  the  suitor  would  desire  a  re* 
Thus  therefore  t^  accumnla* 
ipre  the  Lords  might  indeed  be 
sd  frofld  increasing  so  faf t  as  at 
sinco  every  ^anse  beard  by  the 
igistr^te  would  probably  be  heard 
y  the  Lord  Qhancellpr.;  and  the 
^rhapa,  migbt  be  sickened  by  this 
p^a}»    and  deterred  firom  proses 

1  second  to  the  Hpuse  of  Lords« 
'  woulc)  t^is  device  tend  to  the  ac« 
ai^nt  of  the  professed  9bj«ct  of  the 
allowiAglhit  Lord  Chancellor  more 
attendance  in  the  House  of  Lords  } 
,  if  the  accumulation  of  Appeals  in 
ase  be  the  evil  to  be  cured,  why 
some  remedy  applied  distinctly, 
nee,  to  the  seat  of  the  evil  ?  It  was 
I  derogation  from  the  dignity  of 
ise  of  Lords  to  suppose  that  they 
ot  discharge  the.  business  before 
kbat  their  noble  natures  could  no^ 
line  o'clock  to  adjudge  the  causof 
)ar ;  jthat  with  privileg^a  so  far  sur* 
thoseofotber  sen^QS,  they  cojald 
(e  an  exertion  for  the  difcfa^gt 

imports^nt  duties  which  iprere  ani* 
)such  high  privileges,  anfl  whicU 

and  enipobled  tfaiem  m  the  eyes  of 
»untry  and  the  world.  (Hear.) 
iould  sucb  reasonings  apply  to 
^re  than  to  the  Commons?  Tho 
udmi^te^  a  flelay  ^mounting  to  a 
>f  juatipe.  Wbat  df^radation  or 
:ould  it  be  to  thi^  JUMrds  tp  adopf 
spect  to  their  own  proceedingp 
icb  x:oeroive  regul^atijo^  as  the 
op  b^d  aidopted  to  aecure  their 
^e  of  xUpur  own  duty  in  jcasfssof 
id  elfBctions  ?  The  sbamo  aeeaaad  te 
)pping  short  between  the  removal 
*,  and  the  adoption  of  a  remedy^ 
spwblegijap  ebaqu^^  knPtty,'  an4 
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difficult,  to  devise  the  means  of  securiiig 
a  sufficient  attendance  in  the  other  House, 
whatever  skill  it  might  hare  required  to 
prodace  sach  a  Bill  as  this  ?  No  !  Let  the 
House  reject  this  Bill,  and  a  better  mea- 
sure would  be  proponed  in  a  rery  short 
time. 

The  learned  Serjeant  bad  appealed  to 
their  confession  in  behalf  of  this  unhappy 
scrap  of  paper,  as  if  it  were  the  oflf^pring 
*f  some  infant  member,  who  was  employ- 
ing his  untried  hand,  in  his  first  and  crude 
effort  to  reihedy  some  acknowledged  evil, 
hoping  that  a  committee  would  lick  his 
unformed  abortion  into  some  sort  of  de- 
cent shape.  Another  learned  gentleman 
thought  they  were  treading  qd  a  sort  of 
hallowed  ground,  and  that  we  could  not 
presume  even  to  alter  and  amend  the  Bill, 
such  as  it  was  sent  down  to  us,  without  a 
species  of  acandalum  magnatum  against  the 
legislative  wisdom  of  the  House  of  Lords ! 
The  Bill,  in  fact,  was  all  it  could  be.  A 
committee  was  useless.  It  would  offend 
the  Lords  more  to  send  it  back  to  them  so 
changed,  as  it  must  necessarily  be,  if  it 
was  to  be  made  useful  to  any  good  pur- 
pose whatever,  than  it  would  to  reject  it 
altogether,  abstainin|r  however  at  the  same 
time  with  the  utmost  deference,  from  pre- 
sumihg  to  suggest  any  other  method  of 
proceeding  in  a  case  which  appeared  to 
be  claimed  as  the  peculiar  province  of 
their  lordships;  and  leaving  their  lord- 
ships to  go  to  work  again  upon  a  new 
plan  better  calculated  for  their  own  credit 
and  the  public  satisfaction. 

He  tiKpgged  pardon  for  any  seeming 
levity,  if  he  were  guilty  of  any,  in  speak- 
ing with  freedom  of  this  strange  project : 
but  there  were  different  mooos  in  which 
different  men  viewed  the  ame  subjects: 
tome  might  indulge  in  harmless  merri- 
ment; others,  (he  did  not  see  the  learned 
gentleman,  Mr.  Stephen,  present)— (Cry 
of  *'  under  the  gallery'')— Others,  then, 
(said  Mr.  C.)  might  view  this  mouse  which 
the  mountain  had  brought  forth,  with 
feelings  quite  "  melancholy  and  gentle- 
tnanhke,''  like  Master  Stephen,  in 
^  Bvery  Man  in  his  Humour!''  (Laugh- 
ing.) For  his  own  part  he  thought  there 
toufd  not  be  a  graver  subject  than  the 
due  and  speedy  administration  of  justice  : 
but  on  the  other  hand  there  could  not  be  a 
more  ludicrous  association  than  that  of 
tiigh  magisterial  functions,  and  great  of* 
fictal  trust  with  all  the  circumstances  of 
degradation  and  disparagement  with 
wkieh  the  new  magistrate,  procreated  by 
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this  Bill,  is  to  be  invested.  It  was  pre* 
tended,  indeed,  that  the  power  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  devolve  business  apoQ 
this  new  deputy  was  to  be  no  other  than 
that  which  he  now  has  to  call  to  his  as* 
sistance  any  one  of  the  Judges  or  Masters 
in  Chancery  mimed  in  the  commission 
empowering  them  to  sit  for  the  Chan* 
cellor.  Nothing  could  be  more  onKke. 
Compare  the  language  of  that  commission, 
with  that  of  this  Bill,  by  which  the  Chan* 
cellor  was  to  ring  for  his  deputy.  It 
would  appear  that  the  judges,  when  called 
upon,  were  really  to  sit  for  the  Chancellor, 
to  sit  as  the  Chancellor ;  to  do  his  busi- 
ness; to  execute  his  functions,  and  the 
result  was  to  be  of  as  great  validity, 
force,  efficacy,  and  virtue,  as  if  froifi  the 
Chancellor  himself.  The  new  gentleman 
to  be  created  was  to  have  fbll  nower, 
Bcc,  but  *'  in  such  manner,  neverthelest, 
and  under  such  regulations  and  restric* 
tions,  as  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  order  and  direct."  '  If 
this  was  to  be  freedom,  be  wished  to  know 
what  was  servitude  ?  If  this  was  volition, 
what  was  coercion  ?  What  vras  such  a 
judge,  but  a  man  sitting  on  ih^  judgment- 
seat,  fettered  hand  and  foot  ?  And  was  it 
possible  to  conceive  that  any  decision  of 
such  a  magistrate  could  be  received  as  sa* 
tisfactory,  and  acquiesced  in  as  final? 
(Hear.)  Conceive  a  melancholy  client 
coming  into  court  and  directing  bis  toH* 
citor  to  take  care  that  his  cause 'is  set 
down  for  hearingi  not  before  thai  tedious 
indecisive  judge,  the  Master  of  the  Roll^ 
(Hear!)  but  before  the  Lord  High' Chan- 
cellor himself.  Soon  afterwards  he  hears 
that  his  cause  is  according  to  his  directimi 
before  his  lordship  himself.—^  much  the 
better*  At  least  the  hearing  will  be  final. 
Some  time  afterwards  he  is  informed  that 
his  cause  is  decided  against  him— by 
whom?  By  the  Lord  Chancellor  him- 
self? No  such  thing:  but  by  a  judge 
under  the  constant  direction  and  superin- 
tend ance  of  the  Chancellor,  subject  to  his 
interference  and  controol,  to  his  revisat, 
and  reversal,  or  alteration.— What  conso- 
lation would  this  be  to  the  suitor-^wbo 
had  chosen  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  his 
jud^e  in  preference  to  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  for  the  express  purpose  nf  avoidtne 
the  necessity  or  an  appeal,  which  wotild 
now  be  bis  onlT  refuge  ?  Was  not  this  the 
meaning  of  the  Bill?«-^He  heard  soma 
murmurs  near  him,  as  if  he  were  miere- 
presenting  its  tenoor  and  purport.  He 
certainly  did  not  mean  to  ttiirepieseiit 
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It  The  tdrocntte  of  the  Bill  had  par- 
ticalarly  praised  it  for  lU  cleartieM.  It 
was  indeed  overloaded  with  pertptcalty, 
lull  of  qaalifications,  and  linltations  and 
exceptions  and  provisoes^  paichto(  op  one 
hole  and  making  another  to  patch  op  in 
turn ;  and  invo(yed  in  inexplicable  ex- 
planations. Bat  after  all  was  not  the  re* 
aalt,  as  he  had  stated  it,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  might  send  caoses  be  did  not 
like  to  his  Vice-Chancellor  as  he  pleased, 
just  as  he  would  order  away  a  corked 
bottle;  was  not  the  Vice-Chancellor  to 
take  whatever  was  sent  to  him-— to  abstain 
from  whatever  was  not  thus  sent  to  him  ? 
To  beetn  or  to  leave  off,  exactly  when 
and  where  the  Lord  Chancellor  pleased, 
at  the  be^nning,  or  the  middle,  or  end  of 
a  caose-^jost  as  might  suit  the  Chancel- 
lor's fency  ?  Had  he,  or  was  he  intended 
to  haye,  any  regular,  known,  fixed,  intel- 
ligible, substantive  province  or  authority  ? 
(Liojrh.)  Scrub,  in  the  play,  Mungo,  in 
the  rarce,  Sancho,  in  his  island,  were  in  a 
fttatsi  of  settled  jurisdiction  compared  with 
this  new  officer !  if  the  form  of  his  tribu- 
nal were  copied  from  any  thing  at  all,  it 
most  have  been  from  Sancho  in  his  little 
island !  (Laugh.)  It  was  to  be  a  delega- 
tion by  fits  and  snatches/--the  oflsprtng  of 
the  tmrooursand  leisures  of  the  Chancellor, 
dealt  out  in  biu  and  scraps  of  jurisdic- 
tion. 

It  really  required  more  credolit]^  than 
the  authors  of  the  Bill  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect, to  iniagine  that  the  Bill,  even  though 
it  should  receive  the  polishing  hand  of 
the  learned  seijeant,  could  ever  answer 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended. 
As  an  unlearned  member  of  parliament, 
bis  Yote  should  be  against  the  introduction 
of  a  magistracy  which  it  was  not  fit  to 
create.  It  was  not  his  fault  that  the  pro- 
position was  so  objectionab le.  They  had 
a  right  to  take  time  to  consider  this  Bill ;  as 
the  Lords  bad  paused  for  eleven  years  before 
they  bit  upon  this  mode  of  remedying  an 
inconvenience  of  such  great  and  growing 
mischief.  If  indeed  it  waa  contended  that 
they  were  not  entitled  to  object  to  this 
plan,  without  having  some  other  more 
perfect  plan  to  propose  ;  he  would  answer, 
that  he  had  no  doubt  another  plan  might 
easily  be  devised  ;  but  he  denied  the  ne- 
cessity, or  even  the  propriety  of  origina- 
ting it  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
onttf  was  on  the  Lords ;  nbt  on  them.  The 
evil  was  with  the  Lords,  who  pleaded  their 
own  fault,  and  applied  for  the  remedy. 
Tbe  «vtb^  he  belief  cd,  wcf  e  ezaggeratedf 
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md  most  vanish  at  the  touch  of  a  reform- 
ing hand.  Let  the  Lords  adopt  an  efficient 
measore,  and  the  mass  of  evil  would  soon 
shrink  to  a  manageable  size. 

He  was  unable  to  follow  the  reasonings 
of  Chancery  lawyers;  but  was  such  an 
officer  as  a  Vice-CbanceUor  ever  recognis* 
ed  before  in  Bngknd  ?  He  felt  the  highest 
respect  for  the  present  Lord  Chancellor, 
but  he  most  consider  that  he  was  calM 
upon  to  legislate,  not  only  fpr  the  present 
ikmtB  but  for  posterity.  He  vrished  to 
preserve  the  officer  of  Lord  ChanceUoi'  in 
this  country  in  all  the  plenitude^  of  its 
powers  and  splendour  of  its  authority. 
He  believed  in  his  conscience  that  it  was 
most  essentially  important  to  the  cob« 
Btitution  that  it  should  be  so  preserved. 
He  thought  that  it  was  one  of  toe  highest 
prerogatives  of  the  sovereign,  that  be 
could  take  a  man  from  the  professfoo  of 
the  bar,  and  place- bin  at  once  by  an  act 
of  power  in  a  situation  giving  rank  and 
precedence  above  dacal  coronets.  This 
nigh  prerogative,  however,  like  all  others, 
would  be  exercised  with  a  responsibility 
to  public  opinion;  and  aHhoogh  the 
crown  might  make  whom  it  wooki  Lord 
Chancellor,  yet  it  would  i;iever  will  t« 
make  any  man  a  Chanoetior,  who,  in  the 
public  eye,  was  not  conceived  to  be  fit  for 
that  high  station. 

He  was  not  imputing  any  negligence  to 
lord  Eldon,  when  he  said,  that  if  this  Bill 
should  pass,  a  time*  might  come  when  all 
the  business  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
miffht  be  thrown  upon  this  new  officer 
and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  that  in 
future  times  a  Lord  Chancellor  might  be 
chosen  chiefly  from  other  considerations, 
unconnected  with. his  legal  knowledge  or 
ability  to  preside  in  the  Court  of  Cban* 
eery.  This  Bill  might  therefore,  lead  to 
the  destruction  of  the  high  office  of  Lord 
Chancellor,  which  he  conceived  to  be,  aa 
it  now  stood^  an  office  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, as  well  in  a  constitutional  point 
of  view,  as  with  regard  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  important  duties  of  the  Court 
of  ChaDcer3r«  He,  therefore,  could  not 
support  a  Bill  which  appeared  to  him  to 
do  things*utterly  unwise ;  to  create  a  ma- 
gistracy unfit  to  be  created,  and  to  en- 
danger by  innovation  upon  its  character 
and  duties  a  magistracy  which  it  was  of 
the  highest  importance  to  mainuin  un- 
altered and  unimpaired ;  a  Bill  not  cal- 
culated to  remedy  the  evil  which  it  pro- 
fessed to  obviate,  and  risking  the  introduc- 
tioii  of  other  otUi  which  it  ought  be  diffi- 
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cult  hareaAer  to  cure :  a  Bill  direc4e4  to 
fcb#  rtmofal  of  an  obtiruction  in  the 
tfonrse  of  jufiice  avowedly  of  a  temporary 
nature  ;  and  effecting  (or  rather  not  effect* 
ing)  that  object  by  a  permanent  dismem- 
kerment  of  the  highest  judicial  office  of  the 
constiuition. 

Sir  Saamd  Ramify  could  not  cont^il 
himself  with  giring  a  silent  vote  upon  this 
question,  which  if  agreed  to  would  effect 
n  complete  change  in  the  cbaracHer  of  fu* 
lure  Lord  Chancellors  ;  and  that  thecoun* 
try  would  nerer  again  see  soch  men  as 
Somers,  Camden,  or  Hardwicke.  He 
could  not  support  the  present  Bill ;  for  al- 
tbsMigh  he  most  admit,  and  every  kody 
moss  admit,  that  the  evil  which  was  stat^ 
was  a.  most  serious  one,  yet  he  conceived 
tlttt  the  remedy  proposed  was  still  more 
aeriovs,  and  that  it  was  an  evil  still  greater 
Shan  that  which  it  purported  to  reform* 
The  evil  which  now  existed  might,  how- 
ever, be  considered  as  a  temporary  one; 
whereas,  the  remedy  proposed  would,  if 
ngreed  to,  bring  npon  them  one  thai  in  Jiis 
opmion  wpnld  be  permanent.  They  we^e 
BOW  called  npon  to  remedy  an  evil,  which 
the  other  House  had  taken  no  step  for 
snany  years  to  remove.  The  House  of 
Lords,  though  tke  arrears  iiad  long  been 
growing  upon  them,  had  never  taken  any 
active  measures  for  removing  the  evil. 
They  had  not  continued  their  sittings 
longer  in  order  to  diminish  the  arrear  of 
causea  before  them,  nor  had  they  met 
earlier  in  the  day,  nor  eyer  proceeded  to 
the  decision  of  any  appeal  in  the  absenoe 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  This  it  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  House  to  do  in  former 
times,  and  in  some  cases  it  might  be  better 
that  the  cause  should  be  decided  on  in  his 
ahsence,  as  Appeals  from  his  decisions  froo 
quently  came  before  them.  He  thought 
there  couM  be  no  difficulty  in  procorkig 
the  attendance  of  a  sufficient  number  (S* 
lords  to  hear  Causes,  in  the  absenoe  jof  the 
ImA  Chanoellor,  mi  by  this  means  alsAe 
the  evil  mi^ bt  gradnaily  be  removed.  He 
did  not  thmk  any  other  remedy  was  ne* 
eeasary,  and  af  kast  he  thought  what  he 
had  mentioned  ought  to  be  tried,  be- 
fore a  measure  like  that  now  proposed  wens 
adopted.  If  their  lordships  nad  either 
Bset  earlier  in  the  morning  for  this  purpose^ 
or  ooBtinuad  their  silling  by  shorter  Adi- 
jenrnments,  or  had  decidefl  cawes  eves 
when  the  ChanceUor  was  not  presen|» 
tberewonld  not  now  haive  been  anch  an 
mrreer  of  fansMsess  befoie  them.  The 
tpnutim  hove? er  was  Mt  vhsCbor  miy 


nUier  remedy  could  be  derised^  but 
whether  that  proposed  ought  to  be  resorted 
to?  He  coQceiyed  that  the  present  BiU 
would  alter  materially  the  constitntioiial 
course  of  the  business  of  the  Coprt  of  Chan* 
eery,  and  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor, 
A&er  a/ew  successions  of  Vice-Chance  llors» 
there  would  be  no  more  men  fovnd  to  4is^ 
charge  the  hi^h  office  of  Lord  Chancellor, 
in  the  manner  it  bad  hitherto  been  dischargf 
ed  by  so  many  illnstrions  men*  As  to  the 
great  increase  of  business  ia  Chancery^ 
which  had  been  so  much  spoken  o^  there 
was  certainly  a  very  great  increase  in  ihf 
bankrupt  business,  but  e  very  small  in* 
crease  in  other  respects.  He  denied  thi^ 
the  business,  strictly  so  called,  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  had  increased  since  the  year 
1750.  The  nomber  of  suits  was  not  now 
greater  than  in  the  time  of  lord  Hardwiekiv 
but  they  were  perhaps  heard  at  greater 
length.  There  might  possibly  have  beei| 
less  indulgence,  or,  as  he  might  say,  l^ss 
invitation  to  frequent  hearings^  aofd  ror 
hearings  at  that  time,  and  which  were 
now  equally  injurioes  to  the  clients  of 
that  Court  and  to  the  public  at  large. 
As  to  the  number  of  motions  in  lord 
Hardwicke's  time^  he  did  not  know  that 
they  were  rnncb  lower  than  at  present,  air 
though  less  time  might  hare  been  taken 
up  in  the  arfameots  upon  U^m.  Lord 
Hardwicke  had  generally,  besides  his  mom^ 
ijtg  sitting,  sat  two  evenings  every  week 
for  hearingcausevandinsteaqof  closing  his 
sittings  at  2  o^dock  in  the  aftei:noon,  had 
firequentljT  closed  ihem  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  morntf)g»  and  therefore  it  was  not  ex* 
traordinary  that  in  histwe  there  was  sf 
small  an  Oirrear  of  business.  If  he  were 
called  npon  to  suffgest  a  remedy  to  the 
evil  complained  ol;  he  ehonU  say,  thet 
what  appearod  to  him  the  most  unobtfepT 
iionabls  would  be  to  sepai:ate  the  bankf* 
roptlMisiness  from  that  of  the  Chimcery^ 
ItwMMid  that  as  many  of  those  bankt 
ri]^t  cases  involved  points  of  great  diffir 
culty  and  Amportaej^  and  the  decision 
was  to  be  finsd  and' without  i^pei^l,  it  wm 
abaolMtely  mcessary  that  the  Lord  Chan^ 
celler  ebonld  determine  them  hiipBc^ 
He  oenld  »ot  nUnw  the  jnstvpe  of  this  eon^ 
clusieo.  If  thejr  w^ne  oases  of  difficulty 
and  iipp»cta»oe^  it  certawUy  /sequiipd  tba4> 
they  shoold  be  decided  by  a  wm  of  J»bi^ 
lity,  but  he  saw  no  necessity  why  thi^ 
men  oaesthe  the  Load  CbaopeUor*  Men 
could  be  MSily  feund,  of  the  bighei^  jmr 
fessienal  emioeac^  vho  woidd  bo  perftifclr 
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t  Mffleknt  (HxniMimiiofi  eottld  ht  ibimd 
but  A>r  tli«ai,  in  the  emolaoMiiU  from  ihott 
bankrupt  oases.  He  covld  not  W6i6, 
bo«»e?er^  quotiog  here,  the  opttnen  of 
their  eomafiittee, — •«  that  it  was  highly 
objectionable  that  jodm  thooM  be  paid 
horn  feet,  esjjieeially  m>tn  lees  ostensibly 
belonging  to  their  secretary  or  some  tnfe* 
rior  officer/'  By  this  it  appeared  that 
tbe  lees  of  bankraptey,  which  were  paid 
lo  an  oficer  for  the  bankraptey,  were  ao* 
counted  for  bv  that  officer  to  the  Lord. 
Chancellor,  tliis,  in  his  opinion,  was  de- 
cidedly wroDg*-a  jodge  ought  never  to 
be  paid  by  fees.  He  shooTd  therefore 
Inost  earnestly  recommend  that  these  fees 
should  be  abolished,  and  the  salary  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  proportionably  increased, 
if  it  should  appear  that  the  other  emolu- 
mente  of  his  office  did  not  affiird  him  a 
sufficient  remuneration.  Next  to  taking 
away  the  bankrupt  business,  he  thought 
the  separating  the  office  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Lords  fiom  thst  or  Chancellor, 
would  be  a  fkr  better  mode  than  that 
which  was  proposed  in  the  present  Bill. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  the  Chancellor  of 
the  duchy  of  Lancaster  miffbt  not  be  made 
an  efficient  situation^  and  why  he  might 
not  sit  in  other  courts.  He  knew  that  the 
present  possessor  of  it  (Mr.  Bathorst)  was 
eminent  in  the  profession  of  the  law  while 
he  practised  it ;  and  he  did  not  see  why 
the  place  might  not  in  future  be  giren  to 
promsional  men,  with  duties  annexed  to 
it.  As  to  the  nature  of  this  office,  it  was  to 
be  totally  diflerent  from  that  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls,  or  of  the  judges  sitting  under 
a  commission.  They,  when  sittins;  in  the 
place  of  the  Chancellor,  heard  and  de&r- 
mined  erery  cause  which  came  before 
them,  whether  important  or  not;  but 
never  was  there  such  an  indignity  put  be- 
fore npon  any  jodge,  as  to  tell  hW  that 
he  was  never  to  determine  any  cases  of 
difficulty  or  importance.  As  the  Vice- 
Cbancellor  was  to  be  for  life,  while  the  of- 
fice of  Lord  Chancellor  was  removable 
at  pleasore,  it  might  at  some  future  time 
happen,  that  a  Chancellor  might  have  an 
unreasonable  prejudice  against  the  Vice- 
Chanoellor.  It  was  well  known,  that  lord 
Thurlow  had  such  a  prejudice  against  his 
Master,  of  the  Rolls  (lord  Alvanley,  than 
whom  there  was  hardly  ever  a  better 
equity  judge),  that  he  would  never  allow 
him  to  sit  in  his  place.  Such  things  might 
happen  again,  and  instead  of  that  mutual 
agreement  and  concord  subsisting  between 
Uief^  great  law-officers  which  would  tend 


ttf  the  dispatch  of  busfness,  a  etate  of 
things  might  arise  from  which  only  in- 
creased, extended,  and  protracted  litigation 
must  ensue.  He  wished  that  ministers, 
would  really  find  out  the  optaion  of  the' 
profession  at  large  upon  this  subjeot,  and 
not  copfine  themselves  to  the  opinions  of  a 
few  of  their  parliamentary  friends.  It 
was  said  the  public  would  pay  nothing  for 
this  new  officer,  as  he  woukl  be  partly 
paid  out  of  the  ii|terest  of  the  fond  of  an« 
claimed  money  now  in  Chancery.  He 
could  noi  avoid  noticing  this  fimd,  out 
of  which  part  of  this  salary  was  proposed 
to  bo  paid,  called  the  IJead  Fend,  and 
amoontmg  to  9,000/.  per  annum,  being 
the  interest  of  money  put  into  that  Court 
end  never  claimed :  its  very  existence  ap* 
peered  to  him  a  subject  which  called  for 
parliamentary  enquiry.  It  was  the  money 
of  suitors  placed  in  that  Court  for  so* 
cortty ;  but  which  the  suitors  were  ofiea 
obliged  to  abandon  from  the  great  difficult 
ties  they  found  in  bringing  fbrward  their 
cause.  It  was  possible  it  would  never  be 
called  for ;  but  had  they  a  right  to  asstmie 
that  this  would  be  the  case  ?  Considering 
the  remedy  proposed  a  greater  mischief- 
than  the  evil  complained  of,  he  most  op* 
pose  the  present  Bill,  which  would  do  the 
greatest  mischief  tathe  Court  of  Chencery, 
and  entirely  alter  its  constitution^  while  it 
created  a  new  and  unnecessary  officer  to 
be  subjected  to  every  species  of  indignity, 
or  else  to  be  altogether  useless. 

Mr.  Wttherall  was  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  measure.  If  two  years  discussion  and 
consideration  of  it  were  not  sufficient,  ho 
did  not  know  what  would  be  reckoned  a 
reasonable  time  foe  enquiring  iAto  its  eX'* 
pediency,  nor  what  would  satisfy  the  gen- 
tlemen  on  the  other  side.  The  business  of 
the  Court,  he  maintained,  had  increased 
so  much,  that  since  the  year  1730  the 
number  of  Appeals  had  been  not  only 
doubled,  but  trebled.  This  proved  the 
evil  complained  of  was  not  a  temporary 
evil,  and  therefore,  beitfg  permanent,  it 
was  one  which  called  for  the  permanent 
remedy  now  proposed.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  then  entered  more  into 
detail,  and  contended,  that  the  Bill  offi^red 
the  most  efficacious  and  constitutional 
means  for  redressing  the  grievances  under 
which  the  subjects  of  these  realms  now  la* 
boured,  from  the  necessary  delay  and  ar«> 
r«ar  of  business  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
and  House  of  Lords.  He  denied  that  the 
new  officer  would  be  either  inefficient  or 
degraded,  and  on  the   contrary,  argned 
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that  many  men  of  competent  legal  kftow* 
U6ge,  high  character,  and  excellent  abi* 
lities,  would  be  found  eligible  to,  and 
ready  to  undertake  the  discharge  of,  ita 
important  fonctions.  ^He  replied  to  the  ar* 
guments  for  aeparating  the  bankmptcy 
bosiness  from  the  office  of  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, which  Bo^gettion  be  condemned  at 
most  unwise,  smce  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  gite  the  power  of  finally  adjudicating 
property  of  an  amount  so  immense  as  that 
contained  in  these  cases,  to  an  inferior  of- 
ficer ;  and  if  appeal  was  allowed*  then  the 
separation  would  afford  no  relie£  Ij[e 
also  expressed  his  opinion,  in  common 
with  the  opinions  of  every  lawyer  and 
statesman  who  had  turned  their  attention 
to  the  subject,  to  be  entirely  hostile  to  the 
idea  of  separating  the  duties  of  Speaker 
tn  the  House  of  Peers  from  the  other 
duties  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  This  had 
been  so  universally  held  to  be  inexpedient 
by  ail  men  whose  authority  was  of 
weight,  that  it  would  be  idle  in  him  to  re- 
peat their  reasons  for  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion, in  the  propriety  of  which  he  most 
perfectly  coincided.  He  justified  the 
application  of  the  Dead  Fund  to  the  payw 
ment  of  part  of  the  salary  of  the  new  of« 
ficer,  and  closed  his  observations  by 
warmly  approving  of  every  part  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Solidtor^Qcnerd.  (Sir  W.  Garrow) 
in  a  speech  of  great  animation,  gave  his 
opinion  in  Atvour  of  the  Bill,  and  against 
the  Amendment.  He  insisted  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  justice  for  the  sub- 
jects  of  the  realm,  now  exposed  to  many 
inconveniencies,  by  the  delay  in  the 
courts  of  law ;  and  replied  to  the  various 
arguments  which  had  been  addressed 
against  the  Bill.  He  ridiculed  the  idea 
of  uking  a  judge  from  each,  or  from  either 
of  the  other  courts,  for  the  purpose  of 
constituting  or  relieving  a  court  of 
equity.  The  judges  in  the  courts  of  com- 
mon law  had  already  more  business  to  per- 
form than,  with  their  utmost  diligence, 
they  could  get  through,  and  it  was  ab- 
surd to  look  for  relief  to  those  quarters. 
What  then  were  they  to  do?  A  ffreat 
evil  existed*-an  evil  which  amounted  al- 
most, in  many  cases,  altoffether  to  a  denial 
of  justice  to  suitors  and  to  the  public. 
Were  they  to  acquiesce  in  this  state  of  the 
law,  or  ought  not  the  House  rather  to  de« 
clare  that  it  wanted  an  instant  remedy, 
which  they  would  hasten  to  apply  by 
passing  a  Bill  of  the  description  noir  be- 
fore them.      He  did  not  mean  to  say  but 
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that  several  amendments  upon  the  meuure 
might  be  suggested  in  tne  Committee » 
but  he  contended,  that  in  principle  the 
Bill  waa  most  deserving  of  their  unanimous 
support,  which  was  the  whole  extent  of  the 
vote  they  were  now  called  on  to  give.  They 
wanted  a  prompt  decision  and  an  effectual 
remedy  for  a  very  crying  evil,  and  in  his 
opinion,  the  measure  proposed  would  ht 
found  the  best  practical  remedy  that  could 
be  devisee),  lit  had  therefore  his  most 
cordial  support. 

Mr.  i*09uoiiAy  maintained,  that  the  evil 
created  by  the  Bill  would  be  far  greater 
than  the  evil  it  was  intended  to  remedy. 
The  measure  would  go  to  alter  the  judicial 
system  of  the  country  in  its  very  basis; 
which  attempt  had  never  been  made  be* 
fore,  and  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  crown 
itself.  He  trusted  the  House  would  resist 
that  attempt,  and  reject  the  Bill  altogetheri. 
by  voting  for  the  amendment. 

The  House  then  divided  upon  the 
Amendment,  Ayes  122;  Noes  201;  Ma- 
jority against  the  Amejtidment  79.  The 
original  question  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  was  then  carried  without  a  di* 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  February  1 2. 

Nayal  Officbrs  in  tub  Sbrvicb  op 
tHB  East  India  Company.]  The  Earl  of 
Hardwicke  rose  and  said,  that  the  Petition 
which  he  held  in  his  hand  was  from  a  de- 
scription of  persons  who,  whate? er  might 
be  the  ultimate  decision  of  parliament 
upon  the  great  and  important  question 
which  was  shortly  to  be  submitted  to  their 
consideration,  bad  as  strong  a  claim  to 
have  tbeir  case  considered  with  the  most 
favourable  attention,  as  any  class  of  indi* 
viduals  whose  interests  were  connected 
with  the  subject  to  which  he  alhided  :  he 
meant  the  officers  employed  in  the  naval 
terrice  of  the  East  India  Company.  Many 
of  these  gentlemen  bad  receiTed  their 
education  in  the  royal  navy ;  and  from 
the  great  extent  to  which  th6  navy  of  this 
country  was  carried  in  time  of  war,  had 
found  themselves,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
deprived  of  the  profession  to  which  they 
had  dedicated  some  of  the  best  years  of 
their  lives  ;  in  some  cases,  from  not  being 
appointed  to  any  commission  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's navy,  and  in  others,  where  they 
had  received  their  first  commission  of  lieu- 
tenant, from  being  disappointed  of  any 
further  advancement  or  employment  in 
the  navy.  In  this  situation,  many  officers 
had  entered  into  the  naval  terrica  of  the 
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East  India  Company,  and  had  contributed 
to  maintain  the  high  character  by  which 
it  had  been  so  long  distinguished.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  were  instances  of  of-, 
ficers  who  had  been  oriffinally  in  the  ser* 
vice  of  the  Company,  having  afterwards 
entered  into  the  royal  navy,  in  which 
they  had  risen  to  the  highest  rank  and 
honours.  Upon  the  whole,  considering 
the  character  of  the  Company's  naval  oK 
ficers,  for  nautical  knowledge,  skill,  abi- 
lity, and  courage,  of  which  many  in* 
stances  had  occurred  in  the  course  of  the 
present  war,  lord  Hardwicke  trusted  that, 
whenever  the  subject  of  the  East  India* 
trade  was  discussed,  their  case  would  re- 
ceive that  degree  of  attention  from  parlia« 
ment  to  whicb  it  is  so  justly  entitled. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

PbTITIONS   ISSPBCTING    TBI   ClAIXS  OF 

TRB  Roman  Catmolics.J  Petitions  against 
the  Catholic  Claims  were  presented  from 
the  archdeacon,  clergy,  and  laity,  of  the 
archdeaconry  of  Colchesten  the  archdea- 
con and  clergy  of  Essex,  the  archdeacon 
and  clergy  of  St.  Albans,  and  the  dean 
and  chapter,  archdeacon  and  clergy  of 
the  diocese  oif  Worcester  by  the  bishop  of 
London;  from  the  corporation  of  Chi- 
chester by  the  bishop  of  Chichester,  an^ 
from  the  corporation  of  Ripon  by  the  earl 
of  Harewood. 

The  Duke  of  Leinster  spoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect  :«i-I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
Petitions  lying  on  the  table;  but  I  am 
anxious  to  seize  the  first  opportunity,  lest 
I  should  be  prevented  attending  the  main 
question,  of  expressing  my  firm  conviction 
of  the  justice  and  expediency  of  admitting 
our  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects  to  all 
the  benefits  of  the  British  constitution.  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  discover  wbat  possible  in* 
terest  these  petitioners  can  have,  in  ex* 
eluding  the  great  body  of  my  country* 
men  from  all  share  in  the  government.  I 
am  sure  your  lordships  and  the  country 
have  a  great  interest  in  giving  them  the 
same  motives  of  attachment  that  English- 
men have.  Give  them  these,  and  they 
will  not  only  be  loyal  subjects,  but  an  at- 
tached and  grateful  people.  I  live  among 
them,  and  I  am  anxious  to  bear  my  testi- 
mony to  their  deserving  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  those  privileges,  to  which,  HPi  sub- 
jects of  this  great  and  free  country,  they 
are  entitled  by  their  birth. 

A  Petition  to  the  same  effect  from  the 
corporation  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
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Guildford  was  presented  by  lord  Waiting- 
ham. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  obsenred  upon  an 
expression  in  the  Petition,  setting  forth^ 
that  the  Catholics  had  repeatedly  claimed^ 
"  the  right  of  enjoying  political  power/' 
that  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects 
never  bad  laid  claim  to  political  power, 
but  only  to  the  eligibility  of  attaining  it  if 
their  merits  should  be  found  desenring  of 
ijt.  He  could  not,  therefore,  let  such  an 
unfounded  assertion  in  the  Petition  pass 
without  contradicting  it. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Fridof,  February  12. 

Petitions  against  the  Claims  op 
t^B  Roman  Catholics  —  from  the 
Clergy;  &c.  op  Chici^estbr  —  Arch- 
i>EACONRY  OP  Lewes—Mayor,  &c.  op 
Guildford — Dean  and  Clergy  ofSarum, 
AND  Archdeacon,  &c.  op  Wilts— Arch- 
deacon AND  Clergy  op  Sarum— Arch- 
deaconry OP  £s8ex  —  AND  Church- 
wardens, &c.  OP  St.  Leonard's  Shore* 
ditch.]  a  Petition  of  the  clergy  and 
certain  of  the  laity  within  the  archdea- 
conry and  diocese  of  Chichester,  was  pre- 
sented and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  hare  understood 
that  their  fellow  subjects  professing  the 
Boman  Catholic  religion  have  an  inten- 
tion of  applying  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  parliament  for  the  repeal  of  those 
mcts  which  exclude  them  from  holding 
certain  offices  and  situations  of  power 
and  trust ;    and  that  they  tnust  begin  by 

Erofessing  their  strong  and  steady  ad- 
e fence  to  the  principles  of  that  ReTohi- 
tion  which  placed  bis  majesty  king  Wik 
liam  on  the  throne  of  these  kingdom^; 
and  they  desire  clearly  to  express  their 
opinion  that  every  degree  of  toleration 
compatible  with  the  security  of  the  esta- 
blished Church*  ougbt  to  be  granted  with- 
out hesitation  both  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics and  to  Protestant  Dissenters'^  but 
they  crave  leave  to  adopt  the  very  words 
of  that  great  and  wise  prince  whom  they 
have  mentioned,  who,  though  himself  a 
zealous  friend  to  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
and  a  decided  enemy  to  every  spTecies  of 
persecution,  declared  however  openly, 
that  •'  he  could  by  no  means  agree  to  the 
repeal  of  those  laws  that  tended  to  the  se- 
curity of  the  Protestant  religion,  since  the 
Koman  Catholics  received  no  other  pre- 


judices firom  these  than  their'  being  ex- 
cluded from  parliament  and  public  em- 
ployments; and  that  by  them  the  Pre* 
testant  religion  was  sheltered  firom  all  th^ 
designs  of  ihe  Roman  Catholicp  against  it« 
or  againsi  the  public  safety ;  imd  that 
these  laws  could  not  be  said  to  carry  any 
severity  in  them  against  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholics  upon  account  of  their  consciences, 
being  only  provisions  qualifying  men  to 
be  members  of  parliament,  or  to  be  capa- 
ble of  hearing  office,  by  whicb  they  must 
declare  before  God  and  man  that  they 
were  for  the  Protestant  religion ;  so  thai 
indeed  all  this  amounted  to  no  more  than 
a  securing  the  Protestant  religion  from 
any  prejudice  it  might  receive  firom  the 
Roman  Catholics;''  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners, after  thus  expressing  their  real 
sentiments,  beg  leave  further  to  observe 
to  the  House,  that  even  the  stron|^est  ad* 
vocates  for  the  repeal  of  the  existing  law# 
prfoess  however  not  to  wish  for  it  unless 
in  a  way  which  should  not  be  prejndicial 
to  the  established  Church,  which  the  pe- 
titioners humbly  conceive^  implies  a  con- 
cession that  it  might  be  effected  in  some 
ways. which  wouM  be  prejudicial;  they 
conceive  also  that  in  such  a  case  they 
who  wish  for  the  repeal  of  existing  laws 
are  themselves  bound,  prior  to  .any  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  to  point  out  spe* 
cifically  the  securities  intended  to  be  <^« 
fered,  in  order  that  the  establishmentf 
which  have  been  hitherto  preserved  by 
means  of  those  laws  shall  not'be  endan* 
gered  by  the  repeal  of  them ;  but  they 
observe,  with  real  concern,  that  nothing 
of  this  sort  has  yet  been  attempted  to  be 
pointed  out ;  on  the  contrary,  they  beg 
leave  to  remark  that  one  ef  the  slightest 
and  least  important  of  those  securities, 
which  even  Catholic  states  and  princes 
have  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  against 
the  intolerable  doctrines  and  pretensions 
of  the  bishop  of  Rome,  has'  nevertheless 
been  formally  refused,  and  declared  to  be 
inadmissible  by  the  nrelates  of  the  Irish 
Catholics;  and  that  the  petitioners  also 
beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  as  an  undisputed  fact  of 
history,  that  many  of  these  doctrines  and 
pretensions  of  the  bishop  of  Rome  are  di- 
rectly adverse  to  the  well-being  of  every 
independent  kingdom,  and  have  been  so 
found  and  declared  to  be  by  many  sutes 
and  princes  who  have  professed  the  Ro-^ 
man  Catholic  religion ;  and  that  the  pe^ 
titioners  are  not  aware  that  any  of  these 
doctrhies  or  pretension!  have  ever  been 
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rMMNxnced  or  disclaimed  by  any  of  the 
biahopa  of  Rome ;  on  tbe  contrary,  they 
find,  in  many  late  publicattons,  some  of 
which  are  supposed  to  proceed  from  high 
authority  among  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  in  Iceland,  the  direct^avowal,  that 
the  religious  opinions  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lies  being  unchangeable  are  applicable  to 
all  times ;  and  that  on  these  grounds  the 
petitioners  humbly  conceiie  that  the  very 
•ame  dangers  which  oar  forefathers  were 
at  so  much  pains  to  guard  against,  are 
atill  undiminished,  and  that  (he  same  pre- 
cautions against  them  are  still  necessary ; 
they  therefore  most  humbly  implore  tbe 
Hoose  not  to  repeal  those  laws,  nor  to  re- 
Toke  those  securities  which  our  ancestors 
thought  it  ineumbent  on  them  to  enact 
and  provide  ibr  the  stability  and  perma* 
nence  of  our  civil  and  ecclesiastical  esta- 
blishments.'' 

A  Petition  of  the  clergy  of  the  arch- 
deaconry of  Lewes,  was  read;  setting 
Ibrth, 

''  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  hum- 
bly to  represent  to  the  House,  that  they 
are  informed  an  application  is  intended  to 
be  made  to  parliament,  to  repeal  the  laws 
which  render  Roman  Catholics  incapable 
of  holding  certain  situations  of  power  and 
trust  under  government;  and  therefore 
with  all  humility,  they  request  to  express 
their  firm  reliance  on  parliament  for  con- 
tinuing, such  restraints  upon  them  as  in  its 
wisdom  it  may  deem  expedient,  being  per- 
auaded  that  a  full  and  unqualified  eman« 
cfpation  would  be  mconsistent  with  the 
security  of  our  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
establishment*'' 

A  Petition  of  the  ^mayor,  corporation, 
and  several  inhabitants  of  Guildford,  Sur- 
rey, was  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  have  long  wit- 
nessed, with  anxious  concern,  the  repeated 
claims  of  the  Roman-Catholics  to  the  right 
of  enjoying  full  and  unrestrained  political 
power,  but  that^  relying  on  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  to  resist  such  claims,  they  re- 
frained from  petitioning  against  them  till 
they  became  apprehensive  that  their  si- 
lence might  be  construed  into  ihdifiRlr^ce 
or  even  approbation ;  and  that  the  peti* 
tioners  are  firmly  attached  to  the  cause  of 
toleration  in  all  matters  of  religious  wor^ 
ship^  and  are  mfluenced  by  no  illiberal  or 
bigotted  spirit  of  exclusion  or  oppression, 
but  rejoice  to  see  all  their  fellow  subjects 
poweaiingt  as  they  new  do,  the  eight  of 


worshippinjip  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  conscience  ;  but  the  pe« 
titioners  cannot  conceal  that  they  consider 
the  further  extension  of  political  power  to 
their  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects 
would  be  destructive  of  the  fundamenial 
principles  of  the  British  constitution,  and 
most  dangerous  to  the  religious  and  civil 
liberties  of  the  Roman  Catholics  them- 
selves, as  well  as  of  the  Protestants,  being 
folly  persuaded  that  the  admission  of  a  fo- 
reign jurisdiction  in  spiritual  matters,  which 
foreign  jurisdiction  the  Roman  Catholics . 
admit,  will  necessarily  have  great  influence 
over  them  in  civil  and  political  matters; 
and  therefore  most  earnestly  praying  th« 
House,  that  the  blessings  and  advantages 
of  our  present  happy  constitution  may  not 
be  endangered  by  innovations  and  hazard- 
ous  experiments,  and  that  tbe  House  will 
maintain  inviolable  this  essential  principle 
of  the  British  constitution,  that  the  legis- 
lative and  executive  authority  of  this 
Protestant  country  should  be  administered 
only  by  a  Protestant  government." 

A  Petition  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
the  cathedral  church  of  Sarum; — two 
Petitions  of  the  dean  of  Sarum,  the  clergy 
of  his  jurisdiction  and  the  clergy  of  other 
peculiar  jurisdictions,  within  the  diocese  of 
Sarum ;— -and  a  P^ition  of  the  archdeacon 
and  clergy  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Wilts* 
were  also  presented  and  read ;  setting  forth^ 

"  That  the  petitioners,  in  common  with 
the  Protestant  laitv  of  this  United  King- 
dom, sincerely  and  heartily  rejoice  in  the 
toleration  which  has  been  granted  to  their 
fellow  subjects  professing  the  Roman  Ca« 
tholic  religion,  and  should  equally  rejoice 
in  the  concession  of  any  further  indul- 
gences, if  any  such  are  wanting,  to  make 
that  toleration  complete  ;  and  that  they 
have  been  hitherto  unwilling  to  increase 
tbe  ferment  created  by  repeated  discus- 
sions on  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catbo« 
lies,  but,  apprehensive  less  further  silence 
should  be  construed  into  acquiescence,  if 
not  approbation  of  their  pretensions,  they 
deem  it  their  duty  to  express  their  alarm 
at  the  perseverance  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics in  demanding  unlimited  admission 
not  only  to  offices  of  high  trust  and  power,, 
but  even  into  the  legislature  itself,  under  a 
monarchy  and  constitution  fundamentally 
Protestant ;  because,  by  the  unequivocal 
avowal  of  their  own  priesthood  and  most 
enlightened  advocates,  the  Roman  Cathb* 
lie  Church  is  still  the  same  in  its  doctrines 
and  discipline  at  at  the  time  of  the  Refer* 
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nation ;  because  it  ttill  claims  the  same 
spiritual  power,  still  arrogates  the  same 
infallibility,  still  considers  all  Protestants 
as  without  the  pale  of  Christian  commu- 
iiion ;  and,  finally,  because  the  members 
of  that  Church  in  these  realms  still  ac- 
knowledge themseWes  stibject  to  a  foreign 
supremacy ;  and  that,  convinced  that  the 
Protestant  succession  to  the  throne,  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  and  the  safety  of 
the  esUblished  Church,  rest  on  the  same 
baHis,  and  are  inseparably  connected,  the 
petitioners  do  most  humbly  but  ardently 
implore  the  House  to  maintain  those  laws 
and  preserve^  inviolate  those  securities  and 
bulwarks  of  our  constitution  in  Church  and 
State,  under  which  this  country,  since  the 
epoch  of  the  Revolution,  has  enjoyed  a 
<legree  of  prosperity  and  happiness  un- 
known'to  other  nations^  and  unexampled 
in  former  ages/' 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and  clergy 
ef  the  archdeaconry  of  Sarum,  was  also 
read;  setting  forth} 

"  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave,  with 
sdl  doe  respect  and  humility,  to  lay  before 
the  House  their  Petition,  on  behalf  of  the 
Protestant  establishment  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  endangered^  as  they  conceive, 
by  the  measure  now  under  consideration 
in  favour  of  their  fellow  subjecu  of  the 
Romish  persuasion ;  and  that,  under  the 
due  influence  of  that  spirit  of  Christian 
charily,  which  is  among  the  distinguish- 
ing marks  of  the  true  Church,  they  can- 
not possibly  entertain  the  most  distant 
wish  to  interfere  with  that  perfect  tolera* 
iion  which  constitutes  an  amiable  feature 
in  the  constitution  of  this  country;  but 
regarding,  as  they  most  certainly  do. 
Protestantism  to  be  an  essential  part  of  the 
British  constitution,  when,  on  looking  into 
the  page  of  history,  they  observe  in  what 
way  the  Church  of  Rome  employed  that 
power  which  it  formerly  possessed  in  this 
kingdom;  and  when  they  consider  that 
the  character  of  that  Church,  according 
to  the  declaration  of  its  most  enlightened 
advocates,  is  unchanged,  and  unchange- 
able, having  been  publicly  and  expressly 
told,  that  **  if  any  one  pretend  to  insinuate 
that  the  modem  Roman  Catholics  differ  in 
one  iota  from  their  ancestors,  he  either 
deceives  himself  or  he  wishes  to  deceive 
others ;''  they  cannot  contemplate,  with- 
out  the  most  serious  apprehension,  a  resto- 
ration of  power  to  those  who  stand  so* 
lemnly  bound  by  the  canons  of  their 
councils^  and  tbeir  reUgigas  obligations, 
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to  employ  that  power,  when  obtained,  U^ 
the  destruction  of  our  constitution  both 
in  Church  and  Sute ;  should  it  appear, 
however,  to  the  House  in  its  wisdom,  that 
these  alarming  effects,  which  the  peti- 
tioners cannot  help  anticipating,  are  not 
likely  to  result  from  the  measure  in  €on« 
templation>  still,  as  the  appointed  ministers 
of  the  true  faith  in  this  land»  they  consider 
that  they  should  be  justly  chargeable  with 
a  shameful  dereliction  of  their  sacred 
trust,  were  they  not  on  this  occasion  to 
remonstrate,  as  they  most  respectfully  do, 
against  the  surrender  of  those  bulwarks 
by  which,  under  Divine  Providence,  that 
faith  has  long  been  defended ;  and  that, 
aware  of  the  miserable  confusions  which 
would  be  the  cunsequence  of  the  esta- 
blished Church  being  deprived  of  that  to- 
lerant ascendancy,  which  equally  prevents 
the  unchristian  conflicts  of  contending 
sects,  and  the  overbearins  jurisdiction  ^ 
a  foreign  supremacy ;  and  persuaded  that 
every  indulgence,  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  a  Protestant  establishment,  has 
already  been  granted  to  tlie  members  of 
the  Rumisb  Church,  that  more  cjinnot,  in 
their  opinion,  at  least  be  done  for  them, 
without  encouraging  the  growth  of  Po- 
pery, and  exposing  this  free  and  enlight- 
ened country  to  the  danger  of  those  erro- 
neoiist •  intolerant,  and  slavish  principles 
which  have  in  former  times  been  its  -mi- 
serable companions;  they  humbly,  but 
at  the  same  time  most  earnestly  pray,  thai 
whatever  measures  in  favour  of  our  fellow 
subjects  of  the  Romish  persuasion  poli- 
tical wisdom  shall  at  this  time  deem  expe- 
dient, (a  subject  en  which  the  petitioners 
may  not  be  fully  competent  to  form  a  ju|ig- 
meni,)  that  those  judicious  securities,  by 
which  the  pure  faith  and  worship  of  our 
venerable  Church,  the  invaluable  par- 
chase  of  the  labours,  the  wisdom,  and  the 
blood,  of  oor  pious  ancestors,  have,  under 
the  continuing  favour  of  a  gracious  Pro- 
vidence, long  been  preserved,  may, 
through  the  constitutional  decision  of  the 
House  on  this  important  occasion,  be 
handed  down  inviolate  to  our  latest  gene* 
ration/' 

A  Petition  of  the  clergy  of  the  archdea- 
conry of  Essex,  was  resid  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  have  viewed  with 
much  apprehension  the  several  efibrts 
which  have  been  made  for  obuining  in- 
dulgences to  persons  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic communion,  even  beyond  what  the 
wisdom  of  parliament  has  already  granted^ 
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vader  the  mild  goTernneDt  (^  tbetr  be- 
loT^  toTereign,  and  ftariog  that  those 
effiiru  may  be  repeated,  would  humbly 
represent  the  danger  which,  in  their 
opinion,  wontd  arise  from  farther  conces- 
sions ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  knowing 
themselreaftiUible,  presome  not,  on  points 
of  faith  and  doctrine,  to  fetter  the  opi- 
nions  of  other  men,  and  wonld  allow  lo  all 
the  otmott  freedom  in  religions  worship, 
bot  must  deprecate  any  indulgences  which 
may  increase  the  means  of  propasating 
what  the  petitioners  conscientionsTy  be- 
liere  to  be  error,  and  what,  as  ministers  of 
the  Gospel,  and  of  the  Protestant  Church, 
they  feel  it  their  duty  to  counteract ;  and 
they  conceive  that  it  would  be  derogating 
from  the  sincerity  and  seal  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  their 
continued  endeavours  to  disseminate  the 
principles  to  which  they  hare  shewn 
Ihemself  es  so  stropgly  attached  ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  fear  not  only  their  increase 
of  error  in  religioui  from  the  success  of 
these  efforts,  but  also  great  political  dan* 
ger ;  they  have  considered  the  civil  estab- 
lishment of  this  kingdom,  as  united,  in  its 
essential  interests^  with  the  national 
chufch,  and  must  always  feel  serious 
alarm  for  both  from  those  particular  opi- 
nions of  the  church  of  Rome  which  are 
immediately  connected  with'  political 
tenets^  and  practice,  and  which  have,  in 
times  pi»s^  been  found  powerful  instru* 
ments!  of  policy,  through  their  influence 
on  the  minds  of  their  adherents;  and  that 
the  petitioners  are  humbly  of  opinion, 
that  the  nature  and  tendency  or  these 
tenets  remain  unaltered,  although  their 
cfiects  have  been  limited  by  the  wise  re- 
straints imposed  by  the  constitution  of  this 
realm,  and,  until  they  are  expressly,  and 
by  authority,  disavowed  in  principle,  and 
discontinued  in  practice*  the  petitioners 
cannot  but  consider  it  highly  dangerous 
to  intrust  any  share  of  power,  in  fnming 
or  dispensing  the  law,  or  in  conducting 
the  government  of  the  country,  to  the 
hands  of  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren, 
who,  while  they  demand  the  removal  of 
every  restraint  or  precaution  against  them, 
do  not  offer  on  their  parts  any  correspon- 
dent concession;  and  the  petitioners 
humbly  conceive,  that  favour  towards  the 
Roman  Catholics  has  been  extended  to 
the  utmost  limit  of  toleration  in  religion, 
and  even  beyond  it,  in  the  public  patronage 
of  one  of  their  principal  seminaries ;  and 
that  the  few  remaining  civil  restrictions, 
etf  which  tbey  are  impatient,  are  birt  the 


necessary  safeguards  of  the  constitution  i 
and  they  therefore  humbly,  but  earnestly, 
pray  that  the  House  will,  in  their  wisdom, 
be  pleased  to  continue  those  sahitary  li- 
mitations against  the  Roman  Catholics, 
under  which,  by  the  protection  of  the  AU 
mighty,  this  nation  has  enjoyed  the  blesa-  ^ 
in^  of  a  pure  religion  and  uncorrupt  ad* 
ministration  of  equal  laws,  and  a  Protes- 
tant succession  to  the  throne  in  the  faouly 
of  a  monarch  whom,  both  as  their  gracious 
sovereign,  and  as  the  zealous  defender  of 
their  faith,  the  petitioners  love  and  re- 
Tere." 

A  Petition  of  the  churchwardens,  nver^ 
seers,  and  inhsbitanu,  of  the  parish  of  St^ 
Leonard  Shoreditch,  Middlesex,  in  vestry 
assembled,  was  read ;  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  observe  •  with 
much  concern  and  alarm  the  perseyering 
efforts  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  obtain 
admission  to  offices  of  trust  and  authority, 
both  civil  and  military,  and  to  the  exercise 
of  legislative  functions;  and  that  it  ia 
with  unfeigned  satisfaction  they  see  their 
fiellow  subjects  of  the  Romish  Church 
freed  from  all  pains  and  penalties  on  ac- 
count of  their  religion,  and  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  toleration, 
but  they  feel  it  their  bounden  duty  not 
only  to  themseWes  but  to  posterity,  to  re* 
sist  the  endeavours  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics (notwithstanding  the  numerous  con* 
cessions  already  miule  to  them)  to  attain 
pontical  power  ysd  legislative  authority, 
and  thereby  to  destroy  that  Protestant  as- 
cendancy to  which  the  people  of  this 
country  are  indebted,  under  Providence, 
for  the  establishment  of  their  liberties  on 
a  firm  and  solid  basis,  for  the  petitioners 
consider  it  as  a  fixed  and  unalterable  prin« 
ciple  of  our  glorious  constitution^wisely 
settled  at  the  Revolution,  that  the  legisla* 
tive  and  exceptive  authorities  of  this  coun- 
try can  be  safelv  administered  by  Protes- 
tants only ;  and  that  the  petitioners  regard 
the  laws  by  which  that  principle  is  estab- 
lished, as  no  less  sacred  and  inviolable 
than  Magna  Charta  and  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act,  and  they  implore  the  House 
to  reject  all  applications  for  the  repeal  of 
those  laws/' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

SiN&cuBB  Officbs  Bill.]  Mr.  Banka 
rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  bring  forward 
his  promised  motion  upon  this  subject. 
He  should  not,  he  said,  mis-spend  the  timr 
of  the  Houie  on  ttui  occasion,  in  detailing 
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the  groQBds  upon  which  ibis  neaiure  rett- 
ed ;  a  more  appropriate  opportunity  would 
ofier  in  a  future  atage  fojr  the  full  discus- 
sion of  its  merits.  Althoujph  he  had  to 
address  a  new  parlianeot,  with  a  consider- 
able accession  of  new  members,  upon  this 
important  subject,  he  could  not  doubt  that 
Ihe  arguments  in  its  favour  would  meet 
as  lavourable  a  reception  as  tbey  had  ex* 
perienced  from  the  last  parliament,  and 
that  the  present  House  of  Commons  wooUl 
be  found  at  solicitous  for  retrenchment  and 
public  economy  as  any  of  its  predecessors* 
Tbe  main  object  of  his  Bill,  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman described  to  be,  to  brimg  bacjc 
effikses  to  the  principle  of  their  original 
creation,  namely,  that  those  officers  who 
had  any  duty  to  perform  for  tbe  public, 
should  receiTe  the  remuneration  drawn 
from  the  public  purse  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  those  offices  to  which  no  duty  at- 
tached, namely,  sinecures,  should  be  gra- 
dually abolished.  Bat  he  would  take 
care  to  provide  that  tboae  who  had  Tested 
fights  should  sufier  no  injury.  His  next 
propositioB  was  to  establish  a  permanent 
and  certain  fend  for  those  meritorious  ser- 
vants of  the  public  who  might  have  de- 
yived  reward  frosa  the  sinecure  <^ces 
which  he  called  upon  parliament  to 
abolish.  Thus  his  measure  was  meant  to 
be  wholly  prospective.  Following  the 
tame  principles  of  reform  which  had  been 
acted  upon  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Pitt 
'«pon  similar  occasions,  and  thus  avoiding 
any  innovation,  he  proposed  to  leave  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  present  posses* 
aers  of  the  offices  to  which  his  Bill  referred 
quite  untouched,  while  he  would  endea- 
vour to  persuade  the  House  to  put  an  end 
to  the  further  continuation  of  offices  which 
were  really  a  blot  upon  our  system.  As 
to  certain  offices  in  the  law  which  his  Biil 
was  intended  to  regulate,  he  could  not 
conceive  it  possible  to  defend  an  arrange- 
ment under  which  particular  individuals 
received  enormous- emoluments,  while  all 
the  duties  of  their  offices  were  performed 
by  deputies  for  a  snnill  r^nuneratien. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  with  moving 
for  leave  to^bring  in  a  Bill  **for  abolishing 
and  regulating  sinecures  and  offices  exe- 
cuted by  deputy,  and  for  providing  other 
means  for  recempensii^  the  faithful  dis- 
cbarge of  high  or  effective  civil  offices, 
and  tor  other  economical  purposes/' 

Lord  Castkreagk^imiMmed  any  inten* 
tkm  of  opposing  the  motion  of  his  hon» 
Mend,  or  of  entering  into  the  discussion  of 
its  mcrita  on  the  piescBt  ocoaskuL    But, 
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in  a  foture  stage  of  the  proceeding  he 
should  state  fully  the  grounds  upon  wbick 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  his  right  hon* 
friend's  proposition  in  the  last  parliament^ 
and  upon  which  he  still  ielt  himself  bound 
to  maintain  the  same  opinion.  He  could 
not,  however,  let  this  opportunity  pass  by 
without  stating  his  conviction,  that  the 
principle  of  reform  pursued  by  his  hon* 
friend  on  this  subject  was  perfectly  novel, 
and  by  no  means  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  acted  upon  in  the  regulation  of 
public  offices  in  former  instances,  either 
by  Mr.  Burke  or  by  his  late  right  hon« 
friend,  Mr.  Pitt.  This  he  should  be  pre-» 
pared  to  show  at  the  proper  time.  But 
there  was  one  remarkable  feature  belong* 
ing  to  this  measure,  which  he  never  could 
overlook,  and  which  indeed  most  ioipresa 
th^  mind  of  any  man  bv  whom  it  was  fully 
considered,  namely,  that  his  hon.  friend 
was  not  able  to  shew  that  his  proposttion 
would,  in  a  pecuniary  view,  be  productive 
of  any  saving  to  the  public,  while  in  a  con* 
stitotional  view  it  directly  tended  to  trench 
upon  the  royal  prero^ive,  and  involved 
a  very  exceptionable  moovation  upon  old 
established  practice. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  BilL 

Local  Tokbns  Bill.]  The  Cbtmallor 
qfthe  Exchequer,  in  proposing  the  eommiital 
of  the  Local  Tokens  Bill,  observed,  that 
the  period  to  which  he  proposed  to  extend 
the  power  for  allowing  the  circulation  of 
Local  Tokens,,  he  was  induced,  upon  far- 
ther consideration,  to  abandon.  That 
period  was  the  1st  of  October,  but  he  now 
meant  to  fix  upon  the  '5th  of  Ji^y,  because 
parliament  might  in  diat  case  nuke  far- 
ther arrangements,  should  an  adequate 
supply  of  Bank  Tokens  happen  not  to  be 
forthcoming,  which  appeared  by  no  means 
probable,  indeed,  he  had  every  reason 
to  expect  that  the  Local  Tokens  mighty 
without  any  public  inconvenience,  be 
wholly  dispensed  with,  at  even  an  Earlier 
period  than  the  5th  of  July ;  such  was  the 
ioiproved  prospect  of  the  currency.  As 
to  the  animadversions  epon  his  Tight 
bon.  liri^id  the  Chancellor  of  the  Irish 
Escheqeeriia  consequence  of  his  allusion 
to  the  probaAyle  necessity  of  a  ^different 
aeasuffe  upon  the  subject  for  keland,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words. 
It  was  butioandkMMT  m  his  right  hen.  firieed 
to  express  the  inclination  of  hie  mind^  in 
order  that,  if  the  measure  he  at  the  time 
of  the  expression  oonfempleted,  shenld 
reaUy  beconw  necessary,  no   membet 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


509]  Local  Tafcni  BiU. 

«itgbt  be  taken  by  surprise.  For  himsetf, 
lie  hoped  and  trusted  that  necessity  wonld 
iMt  call  for  any  difference  between  the 
two  coamries,  faowcTer  diflerently  circmn- 
•tanced  npon  this  subject.  At  all  events, 
■othing  practicable  shoald  be  left  an* 
ilone  to  at  Old  such  a  necessity.  Indeed, 
as  far  as  he  had  the  power  of  influencing 
the  circulating  medium,  he  had  always 
been  moat  stneioaa  to  provide  for  the  ac- 
commedation  of  Irelarid,  and  he  should 
ever  continue  to  be  so.  In  pursuance  of 
this  solicitude,  which  he  felt  in  common 
with  bis  colleagues,  it  was  intended  to  sen<) 
»  large  proportion  of  bulKon  to  Ireland, 
•dBcient,  he  hoped,  for  its  wants ;  yet,  if 
the  supply  should  prove  madeqnate,  bis 
right  hon.  firiend  reserved  the  right  of  pro- 
viding for  the  e?il. 

Sir«A>Aii  Newport  observed,  that  minis- 
ters  seemed  to  think  it  necessary  to  hold 
an  undefined  proposition  over  Ireland, 
while  there  could  be  no  dottbt  of  its  wants 
as  to  circolating  medium,  and  while  no 
assurance  was  given  that  a  sufficient  quan« 
tity  of  boil  ion  would  be  provided  by  go* 
vernment  for  the  supply  of  those  wants. 
li  was  in  consequence  or  these  wants,  that 
the- Commercial  Company  of  Waterfbrd 
applied  some  time  since  to  the  Irish  go- 
vernment, soliciting  either  an  adequate 
snpply  of  silter,  or  liberty  to  issue  tokens 
themselves  for  the  accommodation  of  bosi- 
Bess;  but  the  application  was  unsuccess- 
fal,  although  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  the  distress  occasioned,  and  especially 
among  the  poor  peasantry,  by  the  scarcity 
of  silver,  was  most  seTcre,  Indeed,  the 
peasant  who  brought  bis  bacon  or  other 
articles  to  Waterford,'  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn home  with  a  check  as  payment,  and 
which  he  was  but  too  likely  to  lose,  or 
obliged  perhaps  to  go^  to  nmrket  again  to 
get  his  check  changed.  Thus  were  these 
poor  people,  to  vwhom  any  government 
should  look  with  peculiar  solicitude,  ex- 
posed to  serious  inconvenience.  But  he 
hoped  that  bis  Majesty's  government 
would  take  their  case  into  consideration, 
and  contrive  to  relieve  their  distress. 
The  ChanctUor  (^the  Exchequer  repeated 
'  the  intention  of  government  to  send  to 
Ireland  as  large  a  supply  of  buHion  as 
possible ;  sufficient  he  hoped  to  remedy 
the  grievance  complained  of.  Bat  if  that 
supply  should  be  insufficient,  it  would  be 
open  to  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor 
x>f  the  Irish  Exchequer,  .to  bring  forward 
the  measure  he  had  mentioned  upon  the 
subject  of  Local  Tokens 
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Lord  A.  Hmmbon  asked  vpon  what 
ground  the  €haDcelk>r  of  the  Exchequer 
calculated  upon  such  an  increased  supply 
•f  bullion  by  the  period  he  had  proposed 
to  insert  in  the  Bill,  and  whether  he  had 
any  plan  for  keeping  his  new  tokens, 
when  issued,  in  circulation?  Was  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  aware  how  ranch  of 
I,7(X>,000i.  In  tekens  already  Issned  b^ 
the  Bank,  remained  in  circulation,  or  had 
been  withdrawn  and  melted  down  ?  He  ' 
understood  that  a  considerable  quantity  of 
tokens  had  been  melted,  and  if  such  nad 
been  the  fate  of  the  Bank  tokens  alreadj^ 
issued,  what  security  could  the  right  hen* 
gentleman  present  that  the  new  issue 
would  not  BMet  the  same  fate  if  they  were 
equal  in  intrinsic  value?  Then  if  the 
Bank  tokens  were  likely  to  be  thus  with* 
drawn  from  circulation,  the  local  tokens 
Would  still  be  necessary,  and  must  be  to* 
lerated,  if  public  accommodation  were 
suited. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  intd 
the  Committee, 

The  Chancetlor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  reply 
to  the  observations  of  the  noble  lord, 
stated,  that  there  was  one  simple  fact 
upon  which  he  grounded  the  calculations 
adverted  to  by  the  noble  lord,  namely, 
that  the  exchange  had  advanced  15  per 
cent,  in  our  favour ;  and  it  was  unneces- 
sary to  describe  the  consequence  of  spch 
advance  upon  our  supply,  and  the  price 
of  bullion.  Care  would,  of  course,  be 
taken  that  the  value  of  any  tokens  issued 
by  the  Bank,  should  .keep  pace  with  the 
market  price  of  silver,  and  for  such 
equality  the  public  had  no  guarantee  upon 
the  mass  of  Local  Tokens.  As-  to  the 
tokens  already  issued  by  the  Bank,  he  be- 
lieved the  noble  lord  was  misled  respect- 
ing the  number  withdrawn  firom  circula- 
tion. But  any  that  had  been  withdrawn 
were  most  likely  to  return  to  circulation, 
when  the  new  issue  of  Bank  tokens  should 
take  place,  and  the  competition  of  Local 
Tokens  should  be  withdrawn. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  thought,  that  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  no  other  reason 
to  hope  for  an  issue  of  stiver,  than  the  Iqi- 
provement  of  the  exchange,  the  hope  was 
a  frail  one. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  he  did  pot  see  any 
great  inconvenience  result  from  the  Local 
Tokens,  they  were  so  inferior  to  the  coin 
of  the  realm,  that  they  were  limited  in 
circulation,  and  as  soon  as  the  Bank  should 
issue  silver  to  any  great  amount  they 
wouM  fsU  of  themselves* 
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Mr.  Whkhread  thought  the  5th  of  Jaly 
an  loconTenient  time,  as  io  all  probability 
the  House  would  not  then  be  sitting,  and 
great  inconvenience  would  ensue  from 
withdrawing  the  Local  Tokens,  in  case 
the  Bank  should  not  be  prepared  to  make 
the  expected  issue.  If,  however,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  agree 
to  bring  the  matter  under  consideration 
before  parliament  should  be  prorogued, 
be  would  refrain  from  moving  an.  amend- 
ment. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchtqwr  bowed 
assent,  and  the  blanks  were^filied  up  with 
the  5th  of  July. 

HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  Fihruary  15. 
Pbtitions  kespbcting  thb  Claims  of 
THB  Catholics.]  The  Bishop  of  Glou- 
cester presented  Petitions  against  the  Ca- 
tholic Claims,  from  the  clergy  of  Glou- 
cester, the  precentors  and  canons  of  St. 
David's,  the  clergy  of  St.  David's,  Bre- 
con, Carmarthen,  and  Cardigan. — ^The 
Duke  of  Norfolk  observed  upon  some  of 
the  Petitions,  and  took  notice  of  the  word 
Bomanists  in  on^  of  them,  as  a  new  de- 
signation given  to  ihe  Catholics  in  public 
documents.  If,  however,  it  was  qieant  to 
substitute  it  as  a  milder  term  for  that  of 
Papists,  he  had  no  objecti<^n  to  the  change. 
—Lord  De  Duostanville  presented  a  Pe- 
tition to  the  same  effect,  from  the  corpo- 
ration and  inhabitants  of  Penryn,  stating 
that  it  was  carried  unanimously,  at  a  nu* 
merous  meeting.— The  Lord  Chancellor 
objected  to  receiving  it  as  the  Petition  of 
the  inhabitants,  as  the  common  seal  of  the 
corporation  could  not  represent  the  inha- 
bitants who  w^re  not  corporators.  The 
Petition  was,  therefore,  received  as  the 
Petition  of  the  corporation  only.— The 
Duke  of  Norfolk  wished  to  know  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Penryn  ?-~ 
Lord  De  Dunstanville  said,  about  2,800. 
He  had  not,  however,  referred  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  but  to  the  Petition 
being  unanimously  agreed  to,  at  a  nume- 
rous meeting. — Viscount  Sidmouth  pre- 
sented a  Petition  to  the  same  effect,  from 
the  corporation  and  inhabitantn  of  Col- 
chester.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Petitions  RESPECTiriG  thb  Renewal  op 
THB  East  India  Company's  Charteb.) 
Viscount  Melville  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  lord  provost,  magistrates,  and 
town  council  of  Edinburgh,  against  the 
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coniinuance  of  the  monopoly  of  the  East 
India  Company.  His  lordship  also  brought 
forward  Petitions  to  the  like  eflect  from 
Montrose  and  Stirling.— -The  Duke  of 
Norfolk  presented  a  Petition  of  a  similar 
tendency  from  Birmingham,  signed  by  the 
high  bailiff  and  principal  magistrates  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  others  the  inba* 
bitants  of  Birmingham.—- Viscount  Mel- 
ville then  presented  a  Petition  signed  by 
various  members  of  the  Church  of  Scot* 
land,  and  seemed  to  set  forth  as  the  8ub« 
stance  of  the  Report  of  a  Committee  spe« 
ciallv  appointed  by  the  general  assembly 
of  the  National  Church  of  Scotland,  on 
the  15th  of  March  1812,  that  a  Petition 
should  be  laid  before  parliament,  prayinff, 
that  in  whatever  new  arrangement  might 
be  made  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  British  dominions  in  India, 
provisions  should  be  made  that  the  mem- 
hers  of  the  said  church,  resklent  in  tho&% 
dominions,  may  be  afforded  an  opporta- 
nitv  of  having  &eir  aatiimal  religion  re- 
gularly dispensed  to  them,  under  such  re* 
gulations  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legisla* 
ture  should  seem  meet-^The  Duke  of 
Norfplk  observed,  he  was  never  before 
aware  of  any  thing  existing  in  India  to 
prevent  the  religious  worship  of  any  de* 
nomination.  From  the  Petition  now  pre- 
sented,  it  would  appear  to  him  that  the 
Church  of  Scotland  was  not  tolerated  in 
that  quarter.— Viscount  Melville  said,  the 
fact  was,  thai  although  the  most  perfect 
toleration  prevailed  in  these  parts  of  the 
British  dominions,  the  individual  members 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  who  found 
their  way  to  India,  found  it,  under  the  ex* 
isiing  system,  almost  impossible  to  exer* 
cise  their  functions.  Their  lordships  were 
aware  that  by  law,  no  individual  could 
proceed  to  India  without  licences  from  the 
Company ;  who,  he  observed,  were  not  in 
the  habit  of  granting  them  to  such  indivi- 
duals, except  they  were  of  the  established 
Church.— The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  it 
was  the  first  time  of  his  learning  that  the 
Directors  of  the  East  Ipdia  Company  were 
so  zealously  attached  to  the  established 
Church  as  not  to  grant  licences  to  any 
clergymen  but  of  that  persuasion.— The 
Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 
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Monday 9  February  15. 
Petitions  against  the  Claims  of  tbb 
Roman  CATaoLica— from  thb  Clebct  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


«1SJ 


Cmwi#  pfihc  n0M6k  txukoncs* 


Feb.  15.  Idl5. 


OMoetitm^piioM  Bristol— pBitHY^-^ 
AvTMli — ^AND  CmcntiiTBK.]  A  Petition 
^ikfc  clergy  of  th^  diocese  of  Gloacester^ 
lrt«  Bf  eiented ;  setting  forth, 
-  •^  ThM  the  petitioners,  ministers  of  the 
•sublisbed  Church  of  England  and  Ire- 
fcttld  united,  whose  principles  have  been 
eter  favoorableto  the  toleration  of  all  per* 
w^B  who  conscientiomlir  dissent  from 
Ihem,  can  no  longer  with-hold  from  the 
Hooae  their  depression  of  concern,  that 
eiyms  sfiooki  have  been  repeatedly  made 
on  the  liberality  of  parliament  for  an  nn- 
qaalified  repeal  of  statutes,  which  prevent 
She  Amission  of  Roman  Catholics  to  an 

3Qal,  bat,  in  the  humble  apprehension 
the  petitioners,  a  danget^os  participa- 
iMMi  with  their  Protestant  fellow-subjects 
in  aitnations  of  legislative  power  and  of- 
icoaof  high  coniititutional  trost;  and  that 
the  petitioners  most  respectfully  suggest 
to  the  consideration  of  the  llouse,  that 
the  antieni  and  regular  practice  of  all 
atates  has  been^  to  entrust  the  important 
•Aces  of  government  to  those  only  who 
are  sincerely  attached  to  its  fundamental 
laws,  In  full  persuasion,  no  doubt,  that 
those  kuhjects  who,  from  a  conscientious 
^iociple,  decline  to  unite  in  communion 
with  the  members  of  the  established  re- 
ligion, will  act  inconsistently  with  that 
principle  if  they  do  not,  when  invested 
with  power,  attempt  to  substitute  in  Its 
•tead  what  appears  to  them  to  be  the  true 
religion,  and  the  most  aeceptable  toode  of 
Worship ;  and  that  the  exclusive  religious 
prineiple  of  those  who  profess  the  faith  of 
t|ie  Church  of  Rome,  together  with  that 
Bdchanged  controni  which  a  foreign 
power  is  known  to  maintain  oTer  their 
consciences,  are  So  much  at  variance  with 
the  true  principles  of  our  established  go- 
▼ernttient,  as  to  render  Roman  Catho- 
Hes  anUt  to  be  entrusted  with  the  admini- 
ftration  of  power,  either  legislative  or  exe- 
eutlve  ;  and  that,  impressed  with  a  high 
veneration  for  those  tried  and  approved 
aecitrities  of  the  religious  and  political  in- 
thceats  of  our  country,  the  Bill  of  Rights 
and  Jthe  Act  of  Settlement,  the  petitioners 
place  fhe  firmest  reliance  on  tne  wisdom 
of  parliament,  that  in  ita  solemn  delibera- 
tions on  the  very  important  question  of 
Cathie  Claims,  it  will  not  separate  those 
ihteresto  from  each  other,  or  finally  re- 
sotte  to  repeal  those  statutes  which  our 
ancestors,  aftera'longand  arduous  struggle 
with  the  dangers  of  Popery,  thought  fit  to 
ettact,  wirich  have  been  repeatedly  sane* 
turned  by  the  highest  authority  in  these 
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kingdoms,  and  which,  by  confining  ihe 
crown  Itself  to  the  communion  of  tho 
Church  of  England,  hath  for  more  than  a 
century,  under  the  favour  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, secured  to  every  Briton  the  peace* 
able  enjoyment  of  his  civil  and  religioua 
privileges;  but  should  the  legislature, 
urg^  by  considerations  which  are  not 
obvious  to  the  petitioners,  think  it  expedi- 
ent to  make  any  alteration  in  those  statutes^ 
which  have  been  most  justly  stiled  the 
great  barriers  of  our  constitution  in  Church 
and  State,  the  petitioners  then  humbly 
but  earnestly  entreat,  that  such  alterations 
may  most  sacredly  be  guarded  by  ewery 
provision  which  to  the  united  wisdom  of 
parliament  may  appear  to  be  best  adapted 
for  securing  to  us,  and  to  our  latest  poste- 
rity, the  blessings  of  a  Protestant  establish- 
ment, and  of  a  Protestant  succession  to  the 
crown  of  these  kingdoms/' 


A  Petition  of  the  Protestant  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Bristol,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  also  presented ; 
setting  fbrth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  are  firm  friends 
to  religious  toleration,  being  fully  per^ 
suaded  that  no  power  on  earth  has  any 
right  to  interfere  with  the  dictates  of  con- 
science with  respect  either  to  doctrine  or 
worship,  except  only  in  cases  which  ali^ct 
the  plain  obligations  of  morality,  or  the 
peace  and  safety  of  society  ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  however  cannot  but  consider 
the  concessions  already  made  to  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  as  entirely  exempting  them 
from  all  restriction  whatever  in  the  pro- 
fession of  their  religious  tenets,  and  the 
pcJrformance  of  their  religious  rites;  that 
they  already  enjoy  therefore  the  most  per- 
fect toleration,  and  that  what  they  demand 
further  is  access  to  higher  degrees  of  civil 
power  and  authority,  their  possession  of 
which  could  scarcely  fail  to  endanger  the 
civil  and  religious  rights  of  their  flellow- 
subjects  in  this  Protestant  realm;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  with  humble  defer- 
ence to  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  consi- 
der the  high  privileges  of  the  British  con* 
stitution  as  held  conditionally  by  those 
who  ^njoy  them  (the  jrigbt  of  their  enjoy- 
ment depending  on  conditions  to  be  by 
them  performed) ;  and  that,  as  thdr  Ro- 
man Catholic  fellow-subjects  refuse,  fronr^ 
religious  scruples,  to  domply  with  those 
conditionS|  their  claim  to  be  admitted  to 
o£Bcf  8  of  trust  and  influence  is  on  the  ba- 
sis of  equity  inadmissible  ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  likewise  recollect  that  a  large 
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imyority  of  their  own  iiaaaber  have  lately 
taken,  previously  to  the  exercise  of  their 
elective  franchise,  the  Oath  of  Supremacy, 
t)y  which  they  solemnly  declared,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Almighty,  '*  that  no  fo- 
reign prince,  person,  prelate,  state,  or  po* 
temate,  hath  or  ought  to  have  any  power, 
jurisdiction,  superiority,  pre-eminence,  or 
authority,  ecclesiastical  or  spiritual,  within 
this  realm;''  and  that  this  oath  was  intro- 
duced after  the  Reformation  with  a  special 
reference  to  the  Papal  authority  ;  and  the 
petitioners  therefore  feel  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  advert  to  so  solemn  a  declaration  thus 
recently  made  on  a  subject  most  intimately 
connected  with  the  Roman  C&tholic 
Claims,  not  by  themselves  only,  but  by  a 
Tery  large  portion  of  the  population  of  the 
country ;  and  that  they  cannot  on  the  pre-' 
sent  occasion  avoid  looking  back  witu  hor- 
ror to  the  effects  which  the  intolerant  spi- 
rit of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  pro- 
duced in  their  native  land  during  the  aera 
of  its  dominancy  therein ;  and,  though 
the  petitioners  are  fully  aware  of  an  asser- 
tion which  has  often  been  hazarded,  that 
thi9  religion  has  now  totally  changed .  its 
nature,  yet  they  have  not  seen  any  solid 
and  satisfactory  ground  for  such  an  asser- 
tion, but,  on  the  contrary,  they  fear  its  in- 
tolerant and  persecuting  character  to  be 
still  unchanged,  and  in  this  they  are  con- 
firmed by  repeated  declarations  of  the 
highest  Roman  Catholic  authority  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  on  these  grounds,  with 
which  it  would  be  tedious  and  unbecoming 
to  trouble  the  House,  the,  petitioners  hum- 
bly pray,  that  the  bulwarks  of  our  Protes- 
tant constitution  may  still  be  preserved 
inviolate,  and  that,  firmly  adhering  to 
those  securities  which  our  Protestant  fore- 
fathers deemed  necessary  (in  lieu  of 
which  no  other  adequate  securities  have 
yet  been  proposed,  nor^  as  the  petitioners 
do  yerily  believe,  cAn  be  proposed),  the 
House  will  effectually  guard  against  even 
a  remote  danger  of  infringement  on  our 
civil  and  reh'gious  liberties/' 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  an^ 
other  inhabitants,  of  the  borouzh  of  Pen- 
ryn,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  was  also 
presented  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  impressed  with 
a  deep  sense  of  the  blessings  they  have  so 
long  experienced  under  a  Protestant  esta- 
blishment, and  firmly  believing  such  to  be 
necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  civil 
and  religious  liberties,  earnestly  hope, 
that  the  parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom 


will  not  consent  to  an  unconditional  repeal 
of  those  statutes,  which  at  present  tend 
only  to  limiC  the  political  power  of  their 
Roman  Catholic  fellow  tubjects ;  and  that 
the  petitioners,  with  a  wislr  to  see  Chria- 
tians  of  every  denomination  enjoy  the 
free  and  unlimited  exercise  of  their  pecu^ 
liar  modes  of  worship,  ci^not  but  per* 
ceive,  in  the  admission  of  Papists  to  the 
highest  offices  of  the  State,  an  abrogation 
of  the  fundamental  laws  of  Che  empire 
and  the  destruction  of  the  British  cons ti« 
tution«" 

A  Petition  of  the  noblemen,  and  ihm 
humble  Petition  of  the  gentlemen  free- 
holders and  Protestant  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Antrim,  was  also  read ;  setting 
forth, 

''  That .  the  petitioners  have  learned 
that  numerous  Petitions  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  legislature  firom  the  Romair 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  praying,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  for  ah  unconditional  repeal  of 
all  those  statutes  which  impose  on  them 
disabilities  of  any  kind ;  and  they  have 
also  learned  that  similar  Petitions  have 
been  presented  by  certain  Protestants  of 
Ireland,  and  it  has  even  been  alleged  thai 
such  is  the  universal  sentiment  of  the  Pro- 
testant body;  and  that  the  petitioner! 
therefore  feel  it  their  duty  to  come  for- 
ward lest  their  silence  should  be  miscon- 
struedf  and  to  state  respectfully  to  tlie 
Hotise  their  deliberate  opinion  on  this  im- 
portant subject,  and  to  deny  that  any 
classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  are  en- 
titled to  demand,  as  a  matter  of  right,  an 
alteration  in  this  vital  part  of  the  constito* 
tion ;  and  that  they  entertain  the  strongest 
sentiments  of  personal  kindness  and  re- 
gard fdr  their  Koman  Catholic  tu%thren, 
as  subjects  of  the  same  government,  as  in- 
habitants of  the  same  country,  and  *af 
connected  with  many  of  them  by  the  in- 
timate ties  of  friendship  and  blood ;  but 
they  can  never  lose  sight  of  those  higher 
considerations  by  which  they  are  bounds 
as  the  Protestant  subjects  of^  a  Protestant 
state,  to  preserve,  unimpaired,  their  civil 
and  religious  institutions,  and  they  regard 
with  equal  reverence  and^  approbation^ 
that  caution  with  which  the  wisdom  of 
their  ancestors  thought^it  necessary  to 
guard  the  government  aind  constinitk>n 
against  any  foreign  interference  or  in- 
fluence whatsoever ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners do  not  presume  to  point  out  the 
modes  b}'  which,  at  the  present  day,  under 
new  circumstances,  aii  adequate  security 
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igminit  the  occurrence  of  such  clanger 
may  be  obtained;  bot  they  beg  leave 
humbly  to  express  their  hope  that  should 
any  concessions  be  thought  expedient  for 
the  relief  and  conciliation  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  they  should  be  so* 
lemnly  declared  to  be  final  and  ^on- 
dusive,  and  should  not  only  be  accom« 
panied  with  such  measures  of  salutary 
caution  as  should  allav  the  apprehensions 
of  the  Protestant  mind,  but  should  also,  by 
being  made  a  fundamental  law  of  the  em- 
pire, adequately  and  permanently  secure 
irom  all  future  encroachment  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Protestants,  and  all  those 
existing  establishments  under  which  this 
empire  has  so  long  prospered,  and  its  in- 
habitants of  all  classes  have  so  long  en- 
joyed a  degree  of  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty unknown  to  any  other  nation." 


A  Petition  of  the  mayor  recorder  alde'r- 
men  and  citizens  of  his  Majesty's  ancient 
city  of  Chichester,  was  also  presented  and 
read;  setting  forth, 

'^That  the  petitioners,  impelled  by  a 
due  sense  of  the  sacred  obligations  they 
owe  to  their  country,  beg  leave,  with  the 
utmost  deference,  to  make  a  public  decla- 
ration of  thtiir  sentiments  on  a  truly  im- 
portant subject,  which  will  probably 
come  under  the  discussion  of  parliament, 
namely,  the  expediency  of  adopting  the 
Catholie  Claims;  and  that  incapable  as 
the  petitioners  are  of  rancorous  bigotry, 
and  disdaining  to  be  influenced  by  a  nar- 
row spirit  of  unjust  exclusion,  they  ne- 
vertheless submit  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House,  that  laws,  which  were  enacted  fo^ 
the  national  peace  and  security,  and  inter- 
woven as  it  were  with  the  welfare  of  a 
Protestant  state,  ought  to  remain  undis- 
turbed, or  at  least  to  be  touched  with  a 
gentle  hand,  and  so  as  to  ofier  no  injurious 
encroachment  on  that  venerable  monu- 
ment of  British  wisdom  and  patriotism, 
our  unrJTalled  constitution ;  but  after  all, 
ao  wide  is  the  difference  between  religious 
and  civil  privileges  that  the  petitioners 
cannot  help  expressing  their  concern  that 
their  fellow  subjects  should  complain  of 
restrictions  in  the  latter,  while  they  enjoy 
all  the  benefits  of  toleration  in  the  former ; 
this  it  is  apprehended  is  to  urge  that  they 
are  hardly  treated,  in  being  denied  a  tran- 
sient good,  while  they  possess,  under  legal 
aanctions,  the  supreme  blessing  of  man  ; 
and  that  these  few  observations  the  peti- 
tioners entreat  the  liberty  of  suggesting, 
but  with  perfect  liberality  towarc(|i  their 
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Christian  brethren,  and  a  firm  reliance  on 
that  wisdom  and  impartiality  which  they 
doubt  hot  will  mark  the  progress  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  Hpuse/' 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

Complaint  against  the  Britisb  Paess 
Newspaper.]  Mr.  M.  A,  Tayhr  said,  he 
rose  to  complain  of  an  unmerited  attack 
which  had  been  made  upon  him  by  an  in« 
dividual  in  one  of  the  daily  prints,  and 
which,  while  he  had  a  seat  in  that  House, 
he  would  not  submit  to.  He  had  no  ob» 
jection  to  the  publication  of  the  debates  of 
the  House ;  but  in  these  debates  false  ac* 
counts  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  go  out 
to  the  public,  nor  fitlse  insinuations  allow* 
ed  to  be  thrown  out,  which  might  have  a 
tendency  to  lower  the  character  of  any 
member  of  that  House  in  the  public  esti- 
mation. He  had  ocasion  to  notice  an  at- 
tack which  was  made  upon  him  in  the 
same  paper  about  two  years  ago.  Whe- 
ther this  originated  in  any  ill  will  enter- 
tained against  him  by  the  Editor  of  the 
paper  or  not,  he  could  not  say.  This  was 
not  his  case  alone,  but  that  of  every  other 
member  of  the  House.  The  press  was  now 
teeming  with  these  sort  of  auacks,  and 
every  individual  ought  t6  resent  thenn  ' 
Within  these  walls  he  had  a  right  to  look 
for  protection.  He  appealed  to  the  House 
if  there  was  a  syllable  of  truth  in  what  the 
Editor  had  asserted.  He  alluded  to  the 
British  Press  newspaper.  The  GIobe» 
which  contained  the  same  account,  wae,* 
he  believed,  edited  by  the  same  person; 
In  the  account  of  the  debate  on  the  Vice-  - 
Chancellor's  Bill  on  Thursday  night,  he 
was  described  as  having  been  assailed 
with  loud  noise  in  the  course  of  his  speech. 
He  appealed  to  the  House  if  this  was  the 
case.  In  the  paper  in  question  he  was 
described  also  as  having,  with  a  degree 
of  arrogance,  said  he  would  not  waste  bis 
valuable  time  in  answering  lord  Kedes- 
dale's  book.  Such  was  the  vicious  and 
unfounded  mode  of  attack  resorted  to  by 
the  Editor  of  this  paper.  (A  general  call 
of  *'  Read,  read  l") — It  was  not  his  inten* 
tion  to  read  the  account,  as  he  did  not 
wish  that  the  individual  in  question  should 
be  visited  with  punishment. 

The  Speaker  said,  if  a  complaint  was 
made  by  the  hop.  member,  he  ought  to 
deliver  in  the  paper.  The  House  was  not 
to  notice  a  practice  which  it  did  not  mean 
also  to  punish. 
•Mr.  Tt^  said^  be  did  not  yf'ibh  the 
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matt#r  C9rri«d  farther  a|  p|nta«ii|(  hut 
if  the  practice  were  repeat«d>  h€  ab^uld 
certainly  lae.vo  for  th«  punialimeat  of  tbf 
individual. 

Vice  Chancellor's  Bill.]  Lord  Gas* 
tlereagh  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  Heute  going  into  a  Conanillee  cm  the 
Vice-Cbancellar^a  Bill.  On  the  qoee* 
tion  for  the  i^peaker'e  leaviivg  the  chair 
being  put,     , 

Mr.  Leach,  in  rising  teoppese  thia  me* 
t^oji»  sqid  be  v»«is|,»dmit  the  ei^tem  pl  the 
evil  against  which  iit  waa  the  declared  io- 
tf  Dtion  of  the  BiU  to  providei  and  that  the 
evil  demanded  an  immediate  remedy. 
He  vras  perl«ctly  aware  that  aoaie  deei" 
aive  roeaaar«  was  imperiously  called  for 
t9  counteract  the  incoavenience  which> 
under  the  present  ayatem»  was  experienced, 
hut  to  that  new  before  the  House  be  had 
the  strongest  objections.  He  opposed  it 
hecause  it  appeared  to  him  to  tend  in  its 
consequences  to  disengage  the  Lord  Chaa- 
cellor  from  a  great  portion  of  his  judioiid 
fiiBCtion^  and  to  render  an  office  which 
waspriaqarily  judicial  and  secondarily  po- 
liiicaU  primarily  poiilical  and  secondarily 
j^dieiai.  Ho  opposed  it,  too,  becavse 
there  was  another  and  an  aideqnate  remedy 
Ho  which  no  objection  coqld  be  made. 

In  stating  that  it  would  have  a  tendency 
to  disengage  the  Chancellor  from  a  great 
p#rtion  of  his  judicial  functions,  there 
vwere  two  things  to .  be  established.  It 
vfeuld  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  enquire, 
Isl;,  whether  it  would  be  an  evil  if  the 
measure  urero  to  be  attended  with  such 
consequence;  and  then,  ^ly^  whether  it 
WOtild  be  fdlowed  with  suck  conse- 
quences ?— It  aeeraed  to  be  preity  gene- 
rally admitted  in  the  former  debate  oh  the 
BiU>  that  th^e  would  be  a  manifest  ^tl  in 
•  sacb  a  change  of  the  office.  He  wouki, 
however,  shortly  state  the  vienw  which  he 
himself  entertaiined  on  the  character  of 
the  evil  of  such  a  change.  £very  gentle* 
man  who  heard  him,  whether  a  lawyer  or 
nyt,  was  well  acquainted,  that  in  all  mo* 
dera  trials  in  Chancery  the  judicial  duties 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  were  not  only  sa* 
ttsfiictorily,  but  splendidly  discharged ; 
but  t^at  they  would  be  performed  wiUi 
equal  benefit  if  the  profiosed  alteration 
were  to  take  place  vras  a  proposition  to 
whioh  he  could  by  no  means  accede. 
Besides  thia  part  of  the  fonciiona  of  the 
Lor4  Qiiancellot,  there  was  another 
which,  in  his  conviction,  was  of  |he  wt- 
iMit  importance^  and  irliich  %•  Chmlght 
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had  nol  bithertd  been  iutteienily  attended, 
to  in  the  discussion  on  thia  BilL  As  |hn 
head  ^  the  law  of  this  oftuntry,  the  Lovd 
Chancellor  was  the  patron  inaoaae  sort  ^ 
jwli^iftl  appointments^  Hi«  reoomKwnd»» 
tion  bad,  it  was  tmown*  gr^at  weight  in 
the  nontination  of  the  ptnane  jndgea ,  nod 
tho  appointment  to  vaiiiMie  oQoos  of  tli# 
cQ^ia  of  jttsticew  which  were  |ier«ied  ini-r 
nisterial,  were  materially  inftueaced  bjr 
his  opinion.  The  manner  in  which  tm 
varioas  Lord  Chaoieeilora  had  exei-fieed 
this  authority  and  inflpence  wtos  the  main 
reaton,  why#  down  to  the  pieeant  perjlad^ 
such  oSees  had  been  hdd  Uy  nften  of  in^ 
tagrity  so  sound  and  Wgal  knowledge  sa 
eidenaive.  Our  aeala  of  justice  had  beeai 
hitherto  fiUed  wHh  persona  of  a  learning 
and  oharaeter  ^wknov^n  h*  oiher  connyriet* 
That  this  patronage  had  been  always  hi* 
therto  so  splendidly  executed,  could  not 
be  the  eihet  of  acctdeat,  for  aocidtanl  vtaa 
attended  wiih  one  consequence  to*day  and 
another  lo*fl9orr«w>  whereas  this  ilate  nf 
superiority  bad  been  regular  ^d  invnriaUa. 
The  inherent  soi;Hrce  must  be  in  ihe  cha- 
racter and  consUtntion  of  the  offioa.  He 
would,  th^refotre,  aak,  what  wais  it  \  Th* 
Lord  Chancellor  was  always  one  of  the  mosi 
emnent  lawyers  of  his  4ay  :  imd  why  ? 
because  the  great  aiMi  importunt  dqliaa  of 
his  office  necessarily  req4Hred  that  he 
should  Im  so.  He  had  always  6lled  thf^ 
seats  of  justice  with  persons  of  mertt»  in- 
tegrity, and  legal  learning;  beoanaei  having 
lived  all  his  life  with  lawy  vrs,  hit  know*, 
ledge  and  feeHngs  as  well  as  his  hononr 
prompted  him  fo  attend  only  to  legol 
merh  in  his  solootion  of  individaak  to  fill 
the  subordinate*  although  not  less  impoiw 
tant  offices  of  the  law,  and  his  rocoaaw 
mendation  of  theas  to  appotntrooBtew 
If  this  was  irno,  did  they  not,  by  the  ah« 
teratioii  in  queatioo,  haaard  a  change  ispk 
these  reaaAtsf  Surely,  it  behoved  tlan 
^ottae  to  enquire  if  the  advantages  whick 
the  country  bad  heretofore  derived  frona 
the  existing  character  And  oonayitntioii  of 
this  great  law  officer  woqld  or  woo  hi  not 
be  put  in  jeopardy  by  the  present  measiirew 
K  the  Chancedlor's  situation  were,  as  he 
oontondod  it  ought  to  be,  oonsideaed  an 
primaffily  poKticaU  and  socoodarily  judi« 
cial,  wonld  not  the  jodachd  aeat  ha  Uceiy 
to  be  coofoffittd  on  those  who  had  mosftap« 
kiiude  for  the  primary  duties  f  if  the  choicia 
Mrere  thus  to  he  directed  by  political  con^ 
sequence  and  polilical^onneciifie*  the  eflfau 
WouU  h^  that  when  a  hrtryeBeatw  thnt  il 
WM  not  legal  ^inente  hntitiki|er  1 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


iWt]  Mfev  GhMNiior'f  BtU. 

•ikI  otMir  qoi^ttft  wkich  led  lo  Iht jwdieial 
aeal»  til  persons  of  u)ciit  wo«lil  be  drewn 
from  tbe  la#  lo  seek  afler  polkicid  c|itttiic» 
tioii.«^Lsfiry€rs  obeer?iiig  that  emioenoe 
was  to  be  obtataed,  noi»  (m  beretofore,  by 
professional  leeroiogaadskillybqtlfyotber 

Soalkifii,  would  wiihdraw  tbemselves  from 
le  acqttisitien  of  legml  knowledge,  mm| 
i^ly  theAsehres  to  &t  auainment  of  j^ 
Htical  scieiice,  character,  and  mfliience^-r- 
Tktti  woidd  a  moal  material  change  be  af* 
fteted  In  the  whole  iodiotal  comtiietion  of 
the  comury,**^  ehaiige  which  all  miwt 
•How  woeld  be  a  very  serioQs  eriU  The 
Court  of  Chancery,  as  an  appellaat  eoBH, 
woold  lose  tte  conseqoence  in  the  eyes  oi 
tbe  cottntrv.  If  the'ChaDOtllor  did  i»oi 
live  with  lawyers;  if  he  was  faimstlf  a 
politician,  would  he  not  be  apt  to  make 
oboice  of  poUtrciens  rather  than  lawyers 
for  judges  i  The  magnitude  of  th«  evil, 
therefore,  was,  as  he  had  already  said,  no- 
thing less  than  a  change  in  the  whole  of 
the  judicial  consiitutioi^  of  tho  country. 

Havtoj;  shown  that  such  would  be  the 
evil  resulting  from  the  disengagement  of 
tbe  Lord  Chancellor  from  a  great  portion 
of  bis  judicial  dvties,  be  woo£l  proceed  to 
enquire,  whether^  in  point  of  fact,  it  was 
likely  that  tbe  Bill  before  the  House  would 
so  dteengfige  tbe  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
lead  lo  tbe  evils  which  be  had  anticifNtted? 
The  Bill  bore  to  be  framed  en  the  prin- 
ciple, not  to  render  tbe  dmies  of  tho  office 
less  laborioos,  but  to  provide  an  assistance 
lor  the  dispaidiof  that  increase  of  boei- 
sees  which  the  labour  of  the  Chancellor 
coold  not  possibly  perform.  It  was  not 
to  make  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  present 
times  less  engaged  than  the  Chancellors 
of  former  times,  nor  to  d^acb  fi^om  tbe 
oftce  a«y  of  those  Unties  wbict  bad  bftbev^ 
to  pertainod  to  it,  bat  to  provide  for  the 
io^ease  of  business  whidh  had  eineettfbeo 
pk«e.  The  Bitt  was  calculated  to  relievit 
tbe  poUio  rather  tlum  to  reHew  tbe  Lord 
Chanoollor.  The  great  objeotion  which 
be  bad  to  tbe  measure  mm,  that  tbua  pro- 
Itasing  vnerely  to  provide  tbe  means  of 
getttiig  rid  of  that  increase  of  boeinees 
wbich  tbe  Lord  €hancelk>r  was  onable  to 
transact,  it  tended  to  afibrd  bim  an  oppor- 
tonity  of  disengaging  himself  ivom  a  great 
Dorlion  of  bis  judicial  duties,  and  of  thai 
Dosuiess  which  bo  was  aMe  lo  Irransaet^ 
md  which  be  bad  hitbeito  tratisaoied. 
Tbe  first  cpiestion  to  be  oonsideve^  "wav, 
what  was  tbe  extent  of  «be  fiMoeoase  ^  In 
nery  tecent  times,  16  m  CO  years  ago^  the 
person  who  fraa   lioed  Cliaaodlpp-was 
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not  OAly  adoquata  todMthamtbokidi* 
cial  bm  tbo  political  datiea  of  his  office** 
By  political  duties  be  meant  merely  bla 
duties  as  Speaker  of  tbe  House  of  Lorda^ 
and  a  cabinet  ministor,  and  not  aa  Pf€sl«- 
dtnt  of  tbe  Cooia  of  Appeal.  Now»  if  kw 
were  to  suppose  that  the  business  of  tbn> 
Court  of  Chancery  bad  been  even  doubM 
sineo  that  period,  it  by  no  meana  followe4 
that  if  another  judge  were  t*^be  appointei* 
that  judge  would  not  have  tbe  whole  of  Ma 
tiaie  occepied,  beeaase  tbe  Chaneellea 
bad  formerly  a  great  part  of  his  time  oc^^ 
cupitd  by  the  dischar^  of  political  <ba«ietf 
and  consequently  if  it  bad  not  been  hf 
these  duties  nrast  have  been  able  to  iKf 
patch  a  great  deal  asore  of  Chancery  bn« 
siness.  But  to  say  tho  business  waa 
doobled  within  the  hist  twenty  years  waa 
a  proposition  so  utterly  entravaftoi  m  naif 
to  be  entertained  for  a  moment.  8hould[ 
they  state  tbe  Increase  at  one  half?  Tbii 
was  a  supposition,  when  compared  witb 
tbe  fact,  almost  as  extravagant  as  tbo 
other.  But  say  it  ameianted  to  one  baK  f 
what  woold  bo  the  quantity  of  time  ao« 
employed  h  There  was  fbrst,  tbe  time  oo» 
Gupiad  in  the  political  duties  and  tboar 
half  tbe  reA  of  tbe  time.  But  there  waa 
something  like  a  measure  to  estvmate  tber 
amonnt  of  the  increase  by^»— be  said  some*- 
thing  Mke  a  measure,  for  from  the  naturoof 
the  gob(jact  it  was  obviens,  that  no  ppedstr 
measure  could  be  chained.  The  aotaal 
quantity'  of  l^e  accumulation  was  knowWi, 
and  by^  dividing  it  into  yeam>  beginning 
with  tbe  year  when  «be  e«eess  Am  4»a(P 
pened,  they  would  have  the  measure  of*  iber 
excess  ^pom  ye%r  tp  year.  If  tbe  period; 
for  Inetanoe,  was  20  years,  it  would  bt» 
exactly  the  measoro  of  tt^  years'  increase^ 
provided  that  tbe  pressure  of  4M»ioess  Ml 
not  lead  to  extraordinary  ex«irttei»on  the 
part  of  tbe  Lord  CbanoeUor.  Bat  it  wat 
impossible  that  there  eooid  be  any  extm* 
ordinary  exertion ;  for  the  yenr  waa 
wholly  ootfupied  'b^  erdwiary  exertion. 
He  meant  that  tbe  extraardfAary  e<ertion' 
Gonld  not  be  to  any  considH-able  degree 
-^eoaaaO)  in  August  last  year,  theprescnt 
Obancelfor  was  ocoapied  a  fortnight  mere 
than  any  «tf 'his  predecessors ;  bat  4ben 
tbe  addfiionai  time  withdrawn  for  the  nd» 
dition  to  bis  pohtical  duty  was  tm  abater 
ment  more  than  equal  to  the  other.  1^. 
therefore,  Ibe  actual  aocumalation  (ittMK. 
pable  of  betngvkept  down  by  tl»e  Cbancel* 
tor)  was  the  wieasure  of  the  Increase  H>f  hu^ 
shiesB,  tbo  qere^ion  was  bow  \onf  it  hatf 
ptoceada*  ^  Aad  4t  ppooeedtd  for  fiO,  or 
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10  yetrs  ?  On  ihift  subject  the  documents 
on  the  table  were  by  no  me^as  satisfic* 
tory.  All  was  conjectural  in  them.  For 
Ids  part,  he  was  disposed  to  think  that  the 
mecumulation  had  existed  for  a  period 
longer  than  that  of  which  the  House  was 
Aware*  That  it  had  existed  for  oa)y  ten 
years  would.  howeTer>  be  sufficient  for  his 
argument^  and  be  would  assume  that, 
therefore^  to  be  the  fact ;  consequently, 
the  present  accumulation  represented  the 
increase  of  ten  years.  Now,  bow  long 
would  a  judge  be  occupied  in  reducing  it, 
supposing  him  to  apply  himself  solely  to 
that  task  ?  It  appeared  from  the  reports 
upon  the  table,  that  there  were  at  present 
undecided  270  Appe<^ls  in  the  House  of 
Iiords^  and  130  original  causes  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  besides  6o  or  70  which  were 
not  original,  making  in  all  470  causes. 
This  was  the  number  set  down  for  bear- 
ijBig ;  but  it  would  not  be  fair  to  consider 
them  as  the  number  actually  to  be  heard, 
as  many  of  them  were  set  down  in  the 
mere  current  of  business.  Therefore,  al- 
lowing 70  for  the  current  business  of  the 
Court,  the  arrear  might  be  taken  at  400 
causes.  How  long  tben^  he  repeated, 
tidcing  the  existing  accumulation  at  400 
causes,  would  a  single  judoe  be  in  subduing 
it  ?  If  a  single  jifilge'couTd  subdue  this  ar* 
tear  in  one  year,  then  would  the  dispatch  of 
the  same  increase  of  business  in  future  oc» 
cupy  only  one  tenth  part  of  the  time  of  that 
judge.  Viewing  the  matter  as  he  did,  he 
was  persuaded  that  it  would  not  takg  above 
one  year  of  the  labour  of  a  single  judge  to 
dispatch  the  wbole  of  the  arrear,  proTided 
that  judge  sat  on  fiwety  juridical  day.  Of 
such  days  there  were  200  in  the  twelve 
months^  and  so,  at  the  rate  of  two  causes  in 
the  day,  the  whole  arrear  of  400  causes 
would  be  disposed  of  in  one  year.  But  it 
ought  to  be  recollected  that  even  these 
400  causes  could  not  all  be  efficient  A 
great  many  of  them  proceeded  from  no 
other  object  than  delay ;  as»  wherever  an 
aqcomuhuion  began  to  take  place,  it  na- 
turally fed  itselfj  and  an  arrear  of  legal 
business  naturally  led  to  an  augmenta* 
tiaa  of  arrear.  Of  the  400,  he  could  not 
suppose  that  fewer  than  50  were  for  de- 
lay, the  number  to  be  determined  was 
consequently  only  350.  It  was^  as  he  had 
already  said,  his  opinion,  that  a  single 
judge  could  subdue  the  accumulation  all 
in  one  year.  This  however,  was  only  his 
private  opinion.  But,  he  asked,  had  the 
House  no  mo4e  by  which  to  determine 
how  far  this  9ptfuon  was  or  Mras  opt  likely 
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to  be  well  founded }  Had  they  no  ftandarct' 
by  which  to  estimate  the  number  of  cause* 
that  a  judge  could  bear  in  a  given  period  ? 
Unquestionably  they  bad.  By  the  docu- 
ments on  the  table  it  appeared^  that  oir 
the  average  of  the  years  1810  and  1811, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  had  heard  in  each 
year,  370  litigated^causes,  and  of  petitions 
not  of  consent  had  settled  670,  which  were 
equal  to  twice  30  causes.  But  taking 
them  as  being  equal  only  to  SO  causes, ' 
this  made  up  400  causes  decided  by  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  within  one  year.  Bat, 
it  was.  proved  by  evidence  before  the 
House,  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  had  9t 
great  part  of  his  time  occupied  in  other 
business  besides  that  of  equity.  In  how 
many  juridical  days  did  the  House  sup- 
pose the  Master  of  the  Rolls  disposed  of 
those  400  litigated  causes?  In  120juri« 
dical  days.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  sat 
in  equity  no  greater  number  of  days  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  The  days  .that  be 
did  sit  too>  were  improperly  termed  days  ; 
they  were  but  the  fractions  of  days.  He 
sat,  in  reality,  but  20  juridical  days  in  the 
course  of  a  year,  and  the  other  days  on 
which  he  did  sit  were  but  fractions  of  a 
day,  namely,  from  six  to  ten  in  the  even- 
ing. Then,  in  how  long  a  period  would  a 
judge,  sitting  juridical  days,  subdue  this 
arrear?  The  Chancellor's  regular  juridi- 
cal day  consisted  of  six  hours ;  200  juri- 
dical days  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  there*^ 
fore,  were  equal  to  300  of  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  ;days ;  and,  of  course,  a  person 
sitting  200  juridical  days  of  six  hours 
each,  would  decide  three  times  the  num- 
ber of  causes  now  decided  by  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  within  the  year;  that  is  to 
say,  1,200  causes  of  the  same  nature,  with' 
the  400  at  present  decided  by  him.  But 
in  answer  to  this,  it  might  be  said  the 
causes  so  decided  by  the  Master  of  the 
Bolls  were  not  of  the  same  difficulty  with 
the  causes  now  in  arrear,  that  they  were 
neither  so  important  and  complicated  as 
the  Appeals  before  the  House  of  Lords,  nor 
in  their  nature  so  weighty  and  momen- 
tous as  those  heard  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, and  that  therefore  this  assumption 
did  not  hold  good.  He  woukl  grant  the 
argument  to  a  certain  length  ;  but  suppose 
three,  however,  to  be  only  equal  to  one, 
and  thus  reduce  the  1,200  tb  one  third, 
still,  on  the  principle  now  laid  down,  the 
same  judge  might  within  the  year  dispose 
of  400  difficult  causes.  Suppose  also  that 
the  present  increase  had  been  produced 
in  ten  years,  and  that  one  year  would  bi| 
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sofficieitl  to  bring  «p  tba  arrear,  it  follow- 
ed that  the  assistaat  judge  woold  in  futinre 
render  all  the  aid  to  the  Lord  Chaneelbr» 
wbich>  by  the  present  Bill,  it  was  meant 
be  shoald  aflfbrd,  in  th^  tenth  part  of  each 
year ;  and>  when  the  increase  which  had 
already  accumulated,  was  subdued,  that 
only  one  tenth  part  of  the  time  of  such 
assistant  judge  would  be  necessary  for  the 
dispatch  of  the  business  which  he  would 
have  to  execute.  He,  would  allow,  how* 
cTer,  that  this  was  an  exaggerated  view  of 
the  subject,  and  would  for  argument's  sake 
admit  that  even  one  fourth  part  of  the  time 
of  this  assistant  judge  should  be  employed : 
he  asked,  was  not  this  likely  to  lead  to  the 
evil  to  which  he  had  already  alluded? 
Woald  not  three-fourths,  or  say  one  half 
of  bis  time,  aftier  the  discharge  of  the  ar« 
rear,  be  unemployed,  unless  he  were  to 
^devote  it  to  the  execution  of  those  duties 
which  had  hitherto  employed  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
Was  it  not  to  be  expected,  that  some  other 
part  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  would  be  thrown  upon  him  ? 
Gentlemen  might  say,  this  was  not  a  legi« 
timate  argument,  and  that  it  was  not  ^c 
to  say,  that  there  must  be,  because  there 
might  be  abuse.  He  allowed  that  tne  ar- 
gument might  not  be  legitimate  merely 
as  such,  but  the  question  here  to  be  consi- 
dered, was,  if  the  convenience  of  the  use 
expected  to  be  produced,  might  not  be  out- 
weighed  by  the  inconvenience  of  the  abuse 
of  which  the  proposed  measure  was  sus- 
ceptible ?  And,  in  his  opinion,  the  latter 
infinitely  outweighed  the  former.  It  was 
asked,  also,  how  it  could  be  supposed  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  would  be  guilty 
of  a  neglect  of  bis  duty  or  an  absmon- 
mentof  bisjwlicial  laboqrs;  but  he  would 
ask  in  return^  whether  the  principle  of  all 
law  was  not  contrary  to  this  blind  confi- 
dence in  personal  character?  The  law 
did  not  presume  that  a  man  would  do  his 
duty,  because  be  might  do  it :  it  rather 
took  care  to  provide  that  he  should  do  it. 
If  h  was  to  be  supposed  that  a  man  would 
do  his  duty,  there  was  no  law  on  the  sub- 
ject wanted.  Here  a  case  arose  in  whieh 
the  Vic^-Chancellor  employed  on  the  in- 
crease which  existed  in  Chancery,  would 
have  a  considerable  portion  of  time  on  his 
bands.  His  time  was  placed  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Chancellor,  vested  with  the 
power  to  instruct  his  deputy  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty  in  his  place.  The 
Chancellor  had  the  functions  of  a  burthen- 
apme  office  to  discharge ;  he  had  also  other 
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services  of  a  diArent  deacriptibn,  which 
were  occasionally  required  of  him.  In 
these  circmnstances,  ccmaidering  the  strong 
temptation  placed  before  him  by  tha 
creation  of  such  an  office,  was  it  not  pos* 
sible  that  he  might  feel  inclined,  at  times, 
to  yield  to  the  pressure,  and  employ  thsf 
Vice-Chancellor  in  what  ought  properljr 
to  be  executed  by  himself?  Might  not 
the  House  naturally  conclude  that  th^ 
purest  and  best  of  men  might  occasionally 
sink  into  the  indulgence  presented  to  hie 
acceptance.  But  it  was  said  by  the  advo* 
cates  of  the  Bill  on  the  other  sidop  tba 
eye  of  the  public  would  be  upon  him,  so 
that  no  change  of  the  kind  was  to  be 
dreaded.  This  he  did  not  question.  Ha 
did  not  expect  any  violent  change;  and  it 
was  true  that  the  public  observation  might 
restrain  him  from  any  sudden  or  great  al* 
teration;  but  the  innovation  would  not  1)0 
of  that  nature*  What  he  anticipated  was, 
that  the  practice  would  creep  in  impercep* 
tibly,  and  that  the  proper  duties  of  tha 
Chancellor  would,  one  by  one,  be  transfor- 
red  over  to  the  Vice-Chancellor,  till  it 
sbottid  in  time  be  forgotten  that  there  ever 
was  a  Chancellor  with  those  duties*  And 
this,  too,  would  be  the  ca^e'  even  where  iba 
Chancellor  was  effective  and  the  Vice* 
Chancellor  was  not.  This,  however,  was 
not  all.  Thiere  was  another  view  of  the 
case  in  which  it  appeared  most  important 
that  the  duties  now  perfbrkned  by  tba 
Chancellor  should  not  be  transferred  over 
to  the  Vice^Chancellon  If  there  existed 
any  jealousy  With  respect  to  this  officer, 
there  might  be  a  safeguard  ;  but  when  he 
was  invested'with  the  same  legal  trust,  the 
sa^guard  of  public  jealousy  disappesured, 
and  the  Chancellor  might,  in  obeoience  to 
higher  commands,  become  involved  in  the 
mazes  of  political  intrigue,'  to  the  aban- 
donment of  aU  duties  except  his  appellant 
ones.  When  it  appeared  to  those  who 
had  the  command  over  the  Chancellor, 
that  there  was  an  assistant  who  had  suffi* 
cient  time  on  his  hands  to  e^se  him  of 
part  of  his  judicial  duties,  was  there  not 
reason  to  dread  that  he, would  be  involved 
still  deeper  than  he  had  hitherto  b^en  in 
political  business,  and  in  intrigue  not  known 
to  belong  to  his  office  ?  No  rational  man 
could  look  at  the  present  measure  with 
attention,  and  not  see,  that  if  adopted,  the 
Chancellor  would,  at  some  time  or  other, 
and,  he  presumed  to  think,  at  no  great 
distance  too,  be  withdrawn  from  all  except 
bis  appellant  duties ;  aOd  would  not  that 
lead  to  all  the  evils  to  which  be  had  alhid* 
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Am^fig  the  argttmenu  lued  liy  the  sup* 
porters  ot'tiie  Bill,  there  were  none  which 
esoited  in  his  mind  more  f  urprbe  us  ad- 
dreiied  to  «  deliberative  assembly  than 
thit  which  maiatained  that  gentlemen  had 
no  right  to  object  to  the  present  measure 
unless  thvy  hid  something  better  to  pro* 
pose  in  place  of  it^  Sorely  no  proposition 
ceold  be  more  unreasonable  in  principle, 
or  in  its  application  to  this  particular  case. 
Qn  a  subjeot  ef  such  a  nature  how  few 
6¥en  of  the  members  of  that  House  could 
be  supposed  adectuate  to  form  aii  exact 
opini(dn  of  tbe  evil^  or  bring  their  mittde 
to  an  investigation  of  all  its  branches  arid 
bearings;  and,  tf  there  were  not  probably 
more  than  six  gentlemen  in  tke  House 
who  had  natorely  considered  the  subject, 
and  were  aware  of  the  evil,  how  could 
they  be  supposed  to  have  found  a  remedy  f 
Bet  suppose  that  he,  as  a  person  who  had 
applied  his  mind  to  ito  consideration, 
theegtic  soine  system  as  an  adequate  re- 
tfledy  to  the  evil  complained  of>  was  to  be 
Ibtntd  In  k  person  of  eminence  alrc«dy 
holding  a  judicial  situation,  hew  Was  he, 
an  uffiMitboHxed  ind'rvidoal,  to  come  with 
it  metuffed  ibr  tbe  approbation  of  the 
Hoesef  Homaneould  come  wi^eutao* 
thority  with  a  anatured  plan  for  the  con- 
sideratiott  of  the  House;  but  any  man 
Ikight  come  Ibrward  and  state  his  opinion 
on  suc4i  pUin  as  was  submitted  Ibr  their 
^OMideration.  It  might  be,  that  he  had 
■evolved  a  plan-^-it  might  be,  thai  he  con* 
eeived  that  one  learm^  jedge  had  more 
Skbe  thrah  was  necessary  to  the  discharge 
of  hM  ptculiar  duties,  and  might  beoeft- 
eieHy  aseisi  in  the  removal  of  the  evils 
eoniplained  of  in  another  eemrt }  yet  to 
suppose  that  he  or  any  other  person, 
Mder  those  circumstances,  cOuid  bring 
Ib#war4  e  perfect  plan  for  adoption,  was  to 
sOMose  whet  did  not  belong  to  the  nature 
ofthe  subject.  Without  assuming,  there- 
isre>  more  than  belonged  to  the  ctrcmn- 
Stances  that  atteeried  the  examination  ef 
dhe  question  before  (hem,  he  should  sug- 
gest to  tbe  House  a  remedy,  'Whicfa,  he 
Wfm  satiefied,  woeld  be  found  fully  equal 
SCI  mevt  tbe  etil  in  its  broadest  extent. 
tk&re  was  an  office  cresaed  for  no  other 
perpose  but  to  assist  tbe  Lord  Chanceltor^ 
aaril  when  thait  judge  wairted  mere  assiM- 
urtee,  was  not  their  attention  naturally  di- 
iSHAed  to  tbe  office  so  created?  Tbe 
dflce  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  was  such 
o#cei  a»i  fh«  ^[aestion  was^  eouki  the 
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Hnuie,  li^  «  MkHttki  distrHwtion  of  th« 
bminess,  make  biai  aMve  efihciive  Ibr 
tbe  end  Ibr  which  he  was  constituted  } 
Am  he  had  only  20  eisctoal  juridical 
days^  and  only  100  fractions  of  days  at 
present  occupied,  so  It  followed  that  he 
bad  one  half  of  his  time  unappropriated. 
But  an  hon.  and  learned  friend  of  his  had 
said,  that  though  the  Master  of  the  Rolle 
bad  less  of  his  time  occupied  in  court,  he 
bad  many  other  important  duties  to  dis- 
charge ;  for  his  part,  he  did  not  under* 
stand  what  was  meant  bv  the  word  at- 
tach^ to  the  effioa— he  did  not  under- 
stand any  doty  to  be  attached  to  an  ottc* 
unless  it  etitered  into  iU  eonstiiulion  and 
specially  belonged  to  it  Those  duties 
described  to  be  attached  to  the  office  of 
Master  of  tbe  Rolls  were  Prise  and  Plan^ 
tation  Appeals.  He  however,  contended^ 
that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  had  tio  more 
to  do  with  those  causes  than  any  other 
privy  counsellor.  He  had  his  (the  Master 
o(  the  Rolls)  own  words  for  saying  so,  for 
he,  five  years  ago,  withdrew  from  then 
fbr  15  months.  Could  any  man  conceive 
that  this  great  and  excellent  e6ker  would 
have  witMrawn  himself  from  those  causes, 
if  it  hitd  been  his  doty  to  have  attended 
to  them.  What  censure  would  not  he 
have  subjected  himself  to^  if,  for  the  gra- 
tt6cation  of  his  private  feelings,  he  had 
withdrawn  himself  from  the  duties  of  his 
office  }  Such,  however,  was  not  the  case  ; 
but  it  was  a  asere  voluntary  occupation  of 
his  unemployed  time.  Atid  should  tbe 
House  not  rather  call  on  this  great  officer 
to  do  that  f»r  which  he  was  created,  ra- 
ther than  sufiier  bim,  because  he  was  not 
sufficiently  occupied  in  that,  to  employ 
his  time  in  wbet  was  not  his  duty  ?  It  be- 
came the  House  not  to  appoint  two  assbt- 
ams  to  the  Chancellor,  when  the  bosinesa 
ef  equity  could  be  done  with  one«  On 
the  supposition,  then,  that  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  were  withdrawn  from  the  Cock- 
pit, the  question  was,  could  he  give  the 
assistance  required  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  meet  the  evil  of  the  accumulation 
they  were  desirous  of  removing?  If  he 
were  to  assert  at  random,  that  he  knew 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  bad  time  enough, 
for  tbe  purpose,  he  might  not  get  credit^ 
and  might  be  met  by  an  assertion  of  an. 
opposite  tendency;  but  be  professed  to 
state,  with  actual  and  positive  precision, 
the  grounds  on  which  his  opinion  waa 
founded.  To  decide  this  question,  let  it 
be  seen  how  much  of  hb  honour's  juridi- 
cal  tiflte  was  employed    in   matters  of 
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t^ty.  Wi(b  this  io  view,  be  most  go 
loto  a  pretty  ininiite  detail.  The  joridiad 
year^  deducting  ten  weeks  for  the  long 
TacatioD,  consisted  of  36  weeks,  and  of 
Ibis  renainder  there  was  to  be  a  farther 
deduction  for  Christmas,  Easter,  and 
Whitsuntide ;  after  which,  the  sum  being 
xinltiplied  by  six,  gave  206  juridicial 
days,  from  which,  six  holidays  were  to  be 
sikk»tracted,  leaving  a  total  of  200  days  in 
the  juridical  year,  during  which  the  Chan- 
cellor sate  for  the  administration  of  justice. 
Then,  on  how  many  of  those  days  did  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  sit  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  Chancellor  ?  To  shew  this, 
he  should  state  when  he  did  not  sit.  Dur- 
ing term  time  he  sat  three  evenings  in  the 
Wf  ek,  and  on  the  other  three  days  he  did 
Bot  sit  at  all.  There  were  three  terms  in 
the  year  of  three  weeks  each,  so  that  there 
were  nine  days  in  eaoh  of  these  terms 
in  which  he  did  not  sit ;  this  made,  for 
the  three  terms,  27  days  on  which  he  did 
not  discharge  an^  business.  The  fourth 
term  consisted  of  four  weeks,  producing  12 
days  on  i?hich  his  honour  did  not  at  all  sit, 
making  a  result  on  the  whole  of  39  days 
on  which  he  was  unoccupied.  He  never 
sat  on  Saturdays  out  of  term,  except  on  the 
first  Saturday  after  each  term  ;  this  gave 
19  Saturdays  out  of  term  on  which  he  did 
not  sit  at  all;  thi^  added  to  the  former 
39,  made  58  days  on  which  his  honour 
did  not  at  al|  sit  in  equity.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say,  that  the  learned  judge  did 
not  sit  elsewhere,  but  he  now  went  upon 
the  assumption  that  he  was  withdrawn 
from  those  other  functions.  His  honour 
never  did  sit  on  seal  days,  and  that  for  a 
reason  which  did  not  now  exist,  namely, 
because  it  was  formerly  no  unusualjnatter 
for  the  Chancellor  to  sit  on  seal  days, 
probably  till  two  o'clock  on  the  following 
morning,  and  the  counsel  being  the  same 
in  both  courts,  they,  of  course,  would  be 
engaged  before  bis  lordship.  These  seal 
4ays  amounted  to  20,  making,  with  the 
former  5S  days,  a  total  of  78  days  wholly 
unemployed  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
equitable  jurisdiction. 

It  remained  to  be  inquired  whether 
those  would  meet  the  evil  complained  of. 
According  to  the  statement  of  the  noble 
lord  who  introduced  the  Bill,  it  was  intended 
that  the  Chancellor  should  sit  three  days 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  Now  the  Chan- 
cellor's day,  though  he  ought  regularly  to 
sit  from  ten  o'clock  till  four,  would  be  over- 
rated if  stated  to  be,  on  an  average,  four 
hours.  The  days  of  the  Master  of  the 
*  (VOL.  XXlV.) 
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Bolls  would  consist  of  sik  hours;  so  60  of 
the  Master  of  the  RoUs's  days  would  be 
eaual  to  90  of  the  Chancellor's:  to  this 
aod  20  seal  days,  which  would  be  equal 
to  110  days,  which  the  Master  of  tho 
Rolls  would  be  able  to  add  to  the  200juri- 
dical  days  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Here^ 
then,  was  an  adequate  relief  on  the  suppo- 
sition of  any  imaginable  increase^  tho 
whole  juridical  year  consistinff,  as  he  had 
stated  of  200 days,  distributedin the  pro* 
portion  he  had  described.  Suppose  the 
mcrease  of  business  to  be  equal  to  ono 
half  of  the  whole ;  here  it  was  all  provided 
for  and  more !  He  asked  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friends  to  consider  this,  and  to  an- 
swer it  if  they  could.  Let  them  swell  the 
phantom  to  any  size  they  pleased, .  and 
let  them  say  if  these  110  days  would  not 
only  afford  ample  assistance  to  the  Chan« 
cellor,  but  were  out  of  all  meaanre  above 
the  eviL 

Assuming,  then,  as  facts  what  he  had 
endeavoured  to  lay  down,  with  what  sha- . 
dow  of  reason  could  that  House  venture 
on  a  measure,  which  appeared  pregnant 
with  so  much  danger,  when  they  found  in 
the  constitution  of  the  offiqe  already  cre- 
ated for  that  purpose,  ample  means  to  meet 
and  remedy  the  evil  complained  of.  He 
was  aware  that  there  could  be  no  objectioii 
to  what  he  had  now  suggested,  except 
what  was  personal  to  that  great  judge  tot 
whom  he  had  so  often  alluded ;  and  it 
might  be  urged,  that  if  he  were  to  sit  20q 
juridical  days,  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  his  time  would  be  occupied,  though 
surely  not  more  than  that  of  the  other 
judges^  or  than  the  Chancellor  himself^ 
who  united  the  oflfices  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Lords  and  cabinet  ministers 
With  respect  to  the  compensation  which 
this  additional  labour  would  demand, 
there  could  be  but  one  feeling ;  but  he 
felt  confident,  that  if  an  encroachment  oi| 
the  ease  of  that  extraordinary  and  excel- 
lent person  would  be  productive  of  public 
benefit,  he  would  feel  that  to  be  an  ample 
compensation.  He  was  sure  that  it  would 
not  require  more  than  two  years  to.  subdue 
the  existing  arrear,  and  when  that  was 
done  the  leisure  afforded  to  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  by' withdrawing  him  from  Prize 
and  Plantation  Appeals,  would  be  more 
than  equal  to  the  increase  of  business  in 
Chancery.  The  business  which  he  jpur- 
posed  to  withdraw  from  the  Master  or  the 
Rolls,  to  be  sure,  was  not  so  great  as  that 
which  he  had  suggested  the  propriety  of  im- 
posing on  him.  %ut.  he  aaked,  would  this 

(2M) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SSl]    HOUSK  OF  COMMONS, 

truly  meritotiotts  pcnmon,  in  thai  «as6«  hav« 
tnore  to  do  than  Che  other  judges  ?  The 
Chancellbr  had  as  much  to  do  at  present; 
and  why  should  not  the  sitoation  of  Mas* 
ler  of  the  Rolls  be  tendered  as  efficient  ? 
if  any  magistrate  in  this  country  m^s  en* 
tilled  to  call,  for  a'  sacrifice  to  be  made  to 
bis  private  ftelings,  he  confessed  that  the 

Jireserit  Master  of  the  Rolls  Was  exactly 
he  person.  But  no  magistrate  whaterer 
bad  a  right  to  call  on  the  public  to  make 
tny  sacrifice  to  their  private  feelings. 
There  must,  ih  consequence  of  the  in« 
creased  labour,  be  an  increase  of  emolu- 
ment, not  adequate,  indeed^  to  the  en- 
croachment made  on  the  ease  of  this 
most  excellent  and  valuable  judge ;  but 
be  was  certain  that  highly  Vespectable 
4^haracter  Would  submit  to  the  aaditional 
labour,  feeKhg,  as  he  most  do,  that  the 
good  of  the  country  called  for  it.  The 
encroachment  on  the  ease  of  his  honour, 
too,  he  was  certain,  would  not  be  for  more 
than  two  years,  as  then  the  arrear  would 
bave  been  made  up ;  and  he  would  have 
the  satisfaction  of  hating  so  eminently 
ierved  the  country,  while  the  alteration 
would,  in  the  reSuH,  be  a  relief  to  himself, 
Mther  than  a  burdien. 

Having  thus  stated  bis  opinion,  both  of 
ihe  present  measure,  and  of  the  remedy 
which  he  himself  would  propose  to  substi- 
ttite  in  place  of  it,  for  the  etU  which  he 
eould  not  deny  existed,  he  should  not  now 

£ress  his  negative  to  the  present  Bill, 
[e  was  satisfied  that  there  was  not,  and 
Could  not  be  in  this  House  any  struggle  for 
0r  against  a  particular  measure  hka  the 
f>resent ;  but  that  the  object  of  all  was 
equally  directed  to  the  providing  of  the 
best  possible  remedy  for  a  public  evil.  If 
bis  hints,  or  those  which  had  been  more 
ably  urged  on  a  former  night,  by  som6  of 
bis  hon.  and  learned  firiencn  near  him,  re- 
quired-investi^Ation,  as  to  the  fects  or  cal- 
culations, he  hoped  gentlemen  would  take 
time  to  satisfy  themselves  as  to  their  bmg 
Itrictly  accurate;    and  that  th^  would 

Sause  before  they  irretrievabfycommittiid 
lemselves,  by  adopting  a  measure  like 
the  present— -The  hon.  and  learned  gen* 
tleman  concluded  by  moving  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  motion,  **  That  the 
House  do  resolve  itself  intd  a  Committee 
On  the  said'Bill  on  this  day  fortnight.^ 

Lprd  Caitl^eilgh  said,  that  it  could  not 
be  considered  as  a  compliment  in  him  to 
observe,  that  any  proposition  which  came 
from  a  member  of  su^h  eminence  and 
frti^  u  the  boo.  waA  teamed  gentleman 


on  all  sobjecis,  but  mere  particulaHy  on 
one  connected  WHI|  bis  profession,  must 
be  entitled  to  consideration.  In  urging^ 
therefore,  the  committal  of  the  Bill,  after 
the  distinct  and  perspicuous  statement 
with  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlemaik 
bad  favoured  the  House,  he  begged  leavo 
to  assure  him  that  he  was  not  infleence^ 
by  any  uncandid  motive^  or  by  any  dtsre^ 
spect  to  his  suggestions,  which  wer^ 
worthy  of  every-  consideration ;  but  h% 
thought  tt  due  to  the  dignity  of  their  own 
proceedings.  If  by  postponing  the  dfs* 
cession,  or  in  any  subsequent  stage. of  tho 
Bill,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  should 
succeed  in  convincing  the  House,  th# 
mode  would  then  be,  to  negative. one  Bill 
and  substitute  another;  but  until  the  pre* 
sent  Bill  was  completed  in  its  details,  and 
amended  in  iu  form  by  passing  through  k 
committee,  it  was  not  fair  to  pot  H  ki  conn 
petition  with  another  scheme,  and  make  it 
optional  to  decide  between  it  and  a  plan 
which  could  not  be  digested  sofifictendy. 
The  hon.  gentleman  might  hereafter,  if 
he  feh  so  inclined,  bring  forward  hrfrideai 
in  the  shape  of  a  substantive  proposition, 
and  it  would  then  be  for  the  House  to  de« 
termine,  but  in  the  meantime  it  wouM  be 
only  right  to  mature  the  original  measure 
by  snflfertng  it  to  go  through  the  Committee. 
At  the  same  time,  he  thought  it  right  to 
state,  that  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  mllow 
the  ingenious  statement  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  he  did  not  apprehend 
that  the  remedy  he  proposed  was  adequate 
to  meet  the  evils  which  he  acknowledged 
to  exist.  In  the  proposition  ofl^red  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  he  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  begun  at  the  wrong 
end  of  the  scale  ;  for  it  did  notMlow  timt 
the  time  in  which  400  causes  were  disposed 
of  in  the  Rolb  Court,  could  suffice  for  the 
same  nnmber  in  the  Court  of  Chancery^ 
and  still  less  th  the  appellant  jurisdiction 
of  the  Lords.  The  question  was  not,  bow 
many  causes  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  could 
decide,  but  how  many  Appeals  CBe  Hoote 
of  Lords  could  hear,  and  how  much  of  the 
Chancellor's  time  would  be  thereby  occa« 
pied  ?  The  hon.  and  learned  gentteman 
had  removed  the  Master  of  the  Kolh  from 
the  Cockpit  without  suggesting  how  the 
important  business  transacted  in  diat 
Court  was  to  be  carried  on  in  the  absence 
of  the  learned  judge  who  now  attended  ; 
he  was  also  much  mistaken,  as  he  appre- 
hended, in  the  distribution  of  the  tinie  of 
the  learned  judge,  who,  so  &r  firom  having 
tinn  to  ^jparo;  snfiered  lo  mncb  in  be^tfc 
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firon  bta  tnirQiiiiUed  ^xertioos  apd  copti^ 
iiiie<)  labours  as  to  be  oblised  (to  tba  great 
lois  of  the  Honae)  to  rcjiuauish  hh  seat 
Tbtis*  what  would  be  gained  in  Chancery 
by  the  M^ter  of  the  KolU  aiiUag  in  that 
court  from  tea  till  four  dqriQi|[  so  great  a 
part  of  the  yean  would  be  lostiu  the  judi- 
cial bofiiness  which  that  lei^iraed  ofiBcer 
now  discharged  at  the  Cockpit.  Hqre  he 
.  certainly  might  be  and  wa9  aq  beneficially 
employed  as  he  could  be  in  any  other 
CQort«  The  hon,  and  learned  gentleman 
]iad  assumedi  that  a  judge  in  <;quity  wa3 
OQt  employed  usefully  except  ip  court* 
but  he  wi^  as  nepessacily  employed  ii^  ex- 
amining cQAes  and  preparing  judgments 
whoD  out  of  court ;  it  therefore  appeared 
th^t  there  waa  nothing  concluairein  that 
vgumeoft.  If  the  expedient  proposed  by 
the  hoo.  and  learned  gentleman  vi^ere 
really  as  practicable  as  h^  represtented  it, 
it  was  extraordinary  that  tt  snould  never 
bi^ye  suggested  itseUf  for  such  a  long  course 
of  years;  and  this»  he  thouj^ht,  afforded 
the  most  pregnant  proof  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  resort  to  any  other  measure  than 
that  of  an  additional  judge*  Another  evi- 
dence of  this*  might  also  be  adduced  from 
the  conviction  in  the  mipd  of  the  noble 
lord  who  filled  the  station  of  Lord  High 
ChanceUor,  that  the  evil  of  delay  could  not 
be  adequately  counteracted  by  the  sitting 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rollst  or  of  any  other 
existing  judge,  insomuch  so  that  that  high 
personage  had  conaei^ted  to  this  measure 
whiqh  went  to  establish  an  officer,  half  of 
whose  pay  would  be  derived  from  his  own 
en^obiment^  He  did  not  comprehend, 
bow  the  evil  which  was  apprehended  from 
the  appointment  of  a  Vice-Chancellor  by 
withdrawing  the  Lord  Chancellor  from  his 
jndicial  to  political  pursuits,  would  not  take 
place  in  an  equal  deg^ree^  if  the  Master  de» 
Toted  so  great  a  portion  of  his  time  as  bad 
been  proposed^  to  the  business  of  Chan- 
cery. Under  th^ese  circtuustancesu  he  de- 
precated any  course  of  proceeding  which 
woAild  obstruct  the  form  that  would  best 
enable  the  House  to  fi^m  a  final  judgment 
upon  U^e  perits  of  the  Bill  which  was  now 
nnder  their  con^iideration.  He  wasu  there- 
fere,  boftile  to  any  proposal  which  migt^t 
bin4^r  tb^  ^111  from  beipg  p^t  into  a  state 
in  whicb  a  correct  o^nion  might  be 
feprmed  on  it.  ]3y  g<>i^g  ^^  ^  committee, 
thfi  ctonaea  nec^s^ary  to  a  correct  judg* 
sy^il^  on  It  would  be  inserted«and  o»  receit^- 
]^  the  nejj^orr^  9x  on  the  thi^rd  reading*  it 
mi^^  be  n^g^oived  ojp  not,  ^s  it  s^ei^ 
gf^  to  t^e  llfitxvif  ?bw  ^  bw' Vd 
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learned  gentleman's  proposal  night  b^ 
brought  forward  in  a  more  detailed  for m» 
Mr.  Leach  es^plained.  'the  noble  lord 
bad  not  fairly  represented  bim,  to  say  that 
he  had  allowed  only  the  same  period  for  the 
average  length  of  causes  before  the  Master 
of  the  J^ollflw  and  those  of  which  this  masi 
of  delay  was  com^posed :  for,  it  must  be  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  he  haq 
allowed  thrice  as  much  time  for  the  latter 
as  for  the  former.  The  House  would  pro* 
bably  indulge  bim  in  a  few  words,  which 
might  not  be  strictly  termed  explanation. 
The  f^ppeal  causes  which  came  before  tb^ 

[uivy-cQuncil  in  the  Cockpit,  were  in  part 
egalf  in  part  equity  causes.  The  em* 
ployment  of  the.  Master  of  the  Kolls  in 
that  court  wa3  in  consequence  of  the 
causes  of  an  equitable  nature,  but  there 
was  a  judge,  who  entertained  jurisdiction 
over  both  these  species  of  causes,  and  who 
would,  it  could  scarcely  be  denied,  be  a 
very  proper  judge  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
administration  of  justice  in  this  particular 
branch*  Such  a  ju^ge  was  the  Chief  Baron 
of  the  Exchequer,  an  officer  whose  funo>- 
tions  rendered  bim  e<)ually  competent  tv 
decide  in  questions  of  law  and  in  matters 
of  equity,  and  he  wa3  also  already  a  privy 
counsellor.  It  had  been  sftid,  that  the 
time  of  this  uidge  could  not  be  taken  from 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  without  inconve- 
nience. But  this  objection  was  easily  oiv- 
viated,  without  any  inconvenience*,  ^er 
ten  days  after  each  term,  the  judgSjs'  were 
occupied  in  the  Exchequer  witb  wha^k 
were  termed  equity  sittings.  Theae  W 
days  were  more  than  equal  to  the  tim^ 
occupied  by  causes  at  the  Cockpit.  During 
these  sitting;}  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  misht 
sit  at  the  Cockpity  and  there  would  be  kft 
three  judges  at  the  Exchequer  to  hei^r 
these  equit)[  causes.  Could  this  be 
esteemed  an  inconvenieAce,  when  the  bu- 
siness of  the  first  equity  court  in  the  coun^ 
try  was  managed  by  ^e  judge  ?  WiUi  r^ 
ference  to  the  same  point,  too*  be  had  tn 
obaerve^  that  whenever  the  great  seal  was 
put  in  commission*  the  number  of  judgiils 
appointed  was  three.  So  that  in  the  jg^er 
sent  case  there  could  be  no  great  inconv^ 
nienoe  in  having  three  judged  the  number 
which  he  proposed  to  leave  in  the  Coust 
of  £jccheauer,  instead  of  four  as  it  was  now 
constituted* 

Mr.  If^ctieruU  bore  testimony  to  the  ac 
curapy  of  the  statemejit  of  ms  hon.  and 
learned .  friend,  and  the  clearness  with 
whteh  it  had  been  made.  His  objections 
coji^d  only  i^pply  ts^  t)^e   ar/rangemcmts 
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which  bb  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
founded  on  his  statements.  He  woald 
not  deny  ihat  these  arrangements  would 
keep  down  the  accumulation  of  causes  in 
Chancery.  But  there  were  three  ob- 
jections to  the  arransements  proposed  by 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend :  the  first  re- 
garded the  feelings  of  that  excellent  judge 
who  filled  at  present  the  situation  of 
Master  of  the  Rolls.  2.  The  Master  of 
the  Rolls  would  be  still  allowed  to  sit  in 
parliament^  but  the  pri?ilege  would  be 
Bugatory,  as  his  time  would  be  entirely 
occupied  by  the  business  of  his  court. 
The  third  and  main  objection  was  to  the 
transposition  of  the  Chief  Baron  from  the 
!Ezchequer  to  the  Cockpit.  If  the  head  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  were  thus  to  be 
cut  off  as  proposed  by  his  learned  friend  In 
tne  enthusiasm  of  his  plan>  he  did  not 
know  why  the  same  operation  might  not 
be  performed  on  the  other  courts.  He 
knew,  however,  why  it  should  not  be  per- 
formed on  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  Two 
of  these  judges  were  especially  qualified 
for  the  legal  business,  and  two  only  were 
selected  from  equity  lawyers.  By  re* 
moving  the  Chief  Baron  only  one*  judge 
acquainted  with  the  equity  business  would 
therefore  be  lefb  in  the  Exchequer,  and 
the  grievance  which  now  existed  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  would  be  entailed  on 
the  former  court.  There  was  at  present  a 
little  gout  in  the  Court  of  Chancery^the 
legal  fluid  did  not  circulate^-and  this  gout 
was  to  be  transferred  to  the  Exchequer. 
With  the  professed  view  of  accelerating 
the  decision  of  an  eauitable  litigation,  it 
proceeded  to  retard  tnem  in  one  court  in 
order  to  quicken  them  in  another.  In* 
deed,  there  was  such  delay  at  present  in 
the  Exchequer  that  it  had  been  proposed 
to  separate  the  equitable  from  tne  legal 
jurisdiction,  in  order  to  further  and  pro* 
mote  the  discharge  of  business.  The  ar- 
rangement in  question  would  make  three 
Innovations  to  remedy  one  evil,  and  the 
proposition  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
would,  be,  in  his  opinion,  productive  of 
infinitely  more  mischief  than  that  which 
it  professed  to  remove. 

Mr.  Abercromby  said,  he  had  been  glad 
to  hear  the  accuracy  of  the  statements  of 
bis  hon.  and  learned  friend  admitted,  and 
still  more  so  to  hear  it  conceded  that  the 
arrangements  proposed  by  him  would 
meet  the  evil ;  and  his  satisfaction  was 
not  a  little  encre^ed,  when  he  heard  the 
objections  to  those  arrangements.  Com* 
pared  with  the  admissions  HM  had  been 
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made,  he  was  sure  the  Aresh  objections 
started  would  weigh  but  little  with  the 
House.  As  to  the  first  objection  )6f  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  who  had  spoken 
last,  be  did  not  agree  with  him  in  think* 
ing  that  the  excellent  judge  ^  alluded  to 
would  be  unwilling  to  afibrd  an  assistance 
which  was  necessary  to  the  public,  tod 
which  should  be  called  for  by  parliament. 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  opposite  had 
stated,  that  by  increasing  the  duties  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  he  would  be  prevent* 
ed  from  attending  in  this  House,  an  ievil 
which,  he  owned^  could  not  be  sufficiently 
deprecated.  But  how  came  it  that  on 
this  important  Bill,  with  the  nature  of 
which  he  must  be  supposed  to  be  so  inti« 
mately  acquainted,  the  House  was  de- 
prived of  the  assistance  of  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls.  The  inconvenience  firom  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  not  having  a  seat  in 
that  House,  they  at  present  laboured 
under ;  neither  had  the  authority  of  this 
excellent  iudge  been  quoted  as  favourable 
to  the  Bill,  however  weighty  an  argument 
it  would  be  in  favour  of  the  measure,  if 
that  Bill  had  come  to  the  House  backed 
by  his  name.  His  hon.  and  learned 
friends  (sir  S.  Romilly  and  Mr.  Leach), 
after  devoting  more  of  their  time  to  their 
legal  business  thaii  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  would  be,  under  the  arrangement 
proposed,  obliged  to  devote,  found  time  for 
attendance  in  that  House.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  asked,  why  not 
extend  the  principle  of  his  hon.  and  learn- 
ed friend  to  the  other  courts  ?  The  answer 
was,  that  the  other  courts  had  an  un- 
mixed jurisdiction ;  that  it  was  of  a  most 
extensive  nature,  and  that  from  the  various 
and  laborious  duties  to  be  performed  on 
circuits,  a  certain  number  of  law  judges  was 
indispensable.  It  must  have  occurred  to 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  that,  the  reason 
for  the  number  of  judges  in  the  courts  of 
law  was,  not  to  transact  to  greater  advan- 
tage the  ordinary  business;  but  to  secure  a 
sufficiency  of  legal  knowledge  on  nice  and 
important  cases.  To  give  any  further  an- 
swer to  the  third  objection  would  be  only 
to  weaken  what  had  been  so  well  stated 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend;  He  could 
not  but  consider  that  none  of  the  objec- 
tions had  any  weight  when  compared  to 
the  solid  arguments  md  perspicuous  elo- 
quence which  had  been  that  night  dis- 
played ;  he  trusted,  therefore,  that  if  the 
committee  did  sit  that  night,  a  future  op- 
portunity would  te  affi>rded  of  giving  (• 
the  saggestions  of  his  hon.  and  leaii^ 
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frieml  all  that  candid  consideration  to 
which  they  were  do  well  entitled.  These 
three  ob>ection8  were  all  that  bad  been  set 
«p  against  the  arguments  in  opposition  to 
the  Bill,  which  had  been  urged  with  such 
weighty  eloquence,  and  wit,  on  that  and 
on  a  former  night— -The  hon.  gentleman 
then  generally  defended  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  near 
liim,  and  maintained  that  all  the  objections 
urged  against  that  plan  by  the  last  speaker, 
eren  allowing  that  they  stood  uncontra- 
dicted, could  have  no  weight  against  the 
evils  of  the  measure  now  before  the  House, 
the  prmcipal  of  which  would  be  to 
estrange  inashorttime  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor from  his  high  judicial  functions.  One 
point  more  he  would  put  to  the  candour 
of  the  noble  lord  opposite,  and  he  was  sure 
that  appeal  would  not  be  made  in  vain. 
He  had  himself  no  objection  to  the  Bill 
going  into  a  committee,  as  he  was  anxious 
to  hear  the  amendments  which  had  been 
announced  from  various  quarters,  but  he 
hoped  that  after  the  Bill  had  gone  through 
that  stage,  the  noble  lord  would  not 
press  immediately  the  consideration  of  the 
Report. 

Mr.  Home  supported  the  Bill ;  but 
from  tha  low  tone  in  which  he  spoke,  it 
was  impossible  to  collect  the  greater  part 
of  his  speech.  The  evil  which  called  for 
remedy  arose  in  p^rt  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  in  part  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  To  the  inconrenience  in  the 
latter  place  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  could 
apply  no  adequate  remedy.  He  also  sup- 
ported the  Bill,  on  the  ground,  that  the 
Lords  had  approved  of  it,  and  that  as  the 
arrear  of  causes  lay  with  them,  it  |vas  na- 
tural to  suppose  thev  were  the  most  com- 
petent to  ascertain  the  remedy. 

Lord  Castlerfogh  said,  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  press  a  decision  on  the  Bill, 
until  it  was  printed  with  the  amendments, 
and  in  the  hands  of  the  members.  -  There 
was  no  desire  to  hurry  it  through,  nor  to 
'call  for  any  decision,  till  an  opportunity  was 
'afforded  n>r  every  member,  to  make  him- 
-self  fully  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
measure  proposed,  and  ascertain  whether 
or  not  it  was  likely  to  be  efficacious  in 
•remedying  the  evil  under  which  the  coun- 
'try  laboured.  He  should  propose  Friday, 
or  that  day  se'nnight,  as  the  day  for  bring- 
ing up  the  Report. 

Sir  S.  RamUfy  said,  that  before  going 
into  the  committee  he  should  say  a  few 
words  on  the  provisions  in  this  Bill,  and  in 
tha  first  place  oflfer  some  lemarkf  en  the 


plan  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend.  In 
this  plan  there  was  no  innovation  on  the 
existing  judicial  constitution,  but  it  called 
into  use  those  means,  which,  though  dor- 
mant, yet  resided  in  it  at  that  hour.  It 
consisted  merely  in  that  remedy  which  alt 
courts  had  recourse  to  on  an  increase  of 
their  business,  namely,  to  increase  their 
sittings.  It  was  not  necessary  for  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  to  move  speciBcally 
the  plan  he  had  submitted  to  the  House; 
it  was  enough  for  him  to  have  pointed  out 
a  way  by  which  the  evil  now  before  the 
House  could  be  obviated.  The  Cockpit 
business  had  been  said  to  belong  peculiarly 
to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  But  the  fact 
he  believed,  was,  that  before  the  present 
Master  of  the  Rolls'  predecessor,  certain- 
ly,  in  the  time  of  sir  T.  Sewell,  that  judl« 
cial  officer  did  not  take  part  in  this  bosi- 
ness.  He  was  not  quite  sure  whether  lord 
Kenyon  had  ever  attended  in  that  court; 
but  he  knew  that  before  him  no  Master 
of  the  Rolls  had  ever  exercised  such  a 
function.  The  attendance  of  the  Master 
in  the  Cockpit  was  therefore  itself  a  no* 
velty,  and  if  it  was  contended  that  the  new 
duties,  which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
proposed  to  impose  upon  him,  would  mter* 
fere  with  his  other  avocations,  then  let  a 
new  office  be  created,  but  let  it  be  an  ef- 
fectual one,  for  the  particular  purpose  of 
presiding  in  that  court  of  appeal.  If  an 
additional  judge  were  necessary,  it  would 
surely  be  better  to  create  one  to  attend  at 
the  Cockpit ;  because  when  a  new  judi« 
cial  office  was  erected,  should  it  not  be 
endeavoured  to  avoid  breaking  in  on  the 
present  judicial  establishment?  He  did 
not  know  how  it  happened  that  out  of  so 
many  privy  counsellors  who  had  filled  the 
great  offices  of  state,  and  many  of  whom 
were  in  the  receipt  o£  large  sums  of  public 
money,  there  could  not  be  found  any  to 
attend  the  judicial  business  of  the  council. 
He  was  ignorant  of  any  reaikm  that  could 
be  assigned,  why  such  of  them  as  from 
education,  professional  habits  and  expe- 
rience, might  render  important  assistance, 
did  not  give  their  presence  and  aid  to  the 
adjudication  in  the  Cockpit.  The  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  for  in« 
stance,  was  an  officer  who  was  frequently 
an  eminent  lawyer,  as  was  the  case  at  pre» 
sent.  Yet  neither  this  officer,  nor  any  of 
the  120  other  privy  counsellors  (except 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls)  performed  the 
doty  in  question.  He  could  not  see  why 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  should  be  taken 
from  bis  usual  occnpatiiw  to  transact  thia 
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businttt  iBitaad  of/^sUn^  iba  Lord 
Chancellor,  wheo  oal  of  this  number  uf 
prWy  oonnaf  Uor«  to  many  might  foe  found 
competent  to  aupply  the  df ficiency.  Four 
^r  fi?e  days  only  were  necessary  for  Plan- 
Htiw  causes,  sAd  a  few  more  in  time  of 
war  for  Pri^e  Appeals,  It  wa9»  besides, 
1^  error  to  suppose  that  trifling  causes 
only  wered^ided  before  the  Master  of  the 
SaIIs,  many  of  them  were  of  the  most 
complicated  nature,  requiring  the  most 
ll^uxe  deliberation,  and,  in  fact,  took  very 
^ften  twice  as  much  time  as  causes  before 
Ibe  Chancellor.  It  wu  true  that  the  case 
bad  been  digerent  in  th#  time  of  former 
CbanoelloriL  Twice  as  many  causes  were 
W^i^my  beard  in  the  BelLs  during  the  time 
of  the  present  Maaler,  as  during  that  of 
any  of  hb  predecessors,  so  that  the  present 
ChaaonUor  bad  leis  te  do  than  formerly. 
The  tiict  waib  th«^  the  duties  of  the  Master 
f  f  the  Rolls  bad  been  greatly  changed  and 
vanltiplted  in  the  time  of  tho  present 
Chancellor.  A  Tsst  deal  had  boen  trans- 
fsvred  from  the  latter  to  the  former,  and  in 
tbati>rqpoftion  the  latter  had  been  reliev- 
#d«  He  wsi  sorry  tbal  an  hon.  and  learned 
f  enlteasMS*  whose  mind  was  so  well  formed 
to  struggle  with  the  objections  urged 
against  this  measure,  bad  left  then)  almost 
ei^italy^  nntouobed.  He  drew  a  strong 
po^alusion  from  the  silence  of  th9;t  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Home).  As  to  the  argu- 
9ient  whicb  bad  been  used,  that  the  eyes 
of  the  public  would  be  on  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  that  thus  the  evil  arising 
from  the  absence  of  the  ChancoUor  on 
pc^itieal  bunness,  would  be  prevented 
py  public  jealousy,  notking  oould  be  more 
futile.  Who  composed  the  public  here 
alluded  to,  or  who  was  to  make  the 
grieTance  public?  Was  it  to  be  step- 
posed  that  the  counsel,  or  solicitors  of  the 
xoart»  would  complain  of  the  absence  of 
Ibe  Cbancelk>r'  doting  four  days  instead  of 
three  ^  durin^^  five  days  instead  of  fojir  ? 
It  must  be  obTiofus  that  the  evil  must  grow 
lb  a  monstrous  magnitude  before  any  such 
complaint  would  be  made.  The  main 
objection  vas,4b^t  the  evil  would  be  ic- 
remediable.  Why  should  not  the  Bill  be 
made  a  temporary  one  ?  Why  should  the 
o6Scer  be  appointed  for  life?  Wban  the 
Chancellor  was  estranged  firom  his  conrtb 
and  the  evils  consequent  on  this  estrange- 
neni  became  manifost,  this  Vice-chan- 
cellor oould  only  be  got  rid  of  by  tnming 
the  office  into  a  stnecure,  A  mo^  readier 
Md  safer  way  to  reUeio  tko  Lord  Choa- 
cnUov  bmi  ttm  pwm%  of  bwMaiw  of 


which  be  complained,  would  be,  is  ho 
had  observed  before,  to  separate  from  his 
high  office  the  bankruptcy  cas^s,  whicb 
took  up  so  much  of  his  time.  Normal 
the  idea  so  novel  as  some  gentlemen  had 
afiecied  to  represent  it.  The'  bankrupt 
causes,  of  which  it  had  been  proposed  to 
strip  the  Chancellor,  had  been  said^  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  to  be  essential 
to  his  office.  These  causc<»  wpre,  bow« 
ever,  a  modern  excrescence  on  the  office, 
Afler  the  £irst  statute  concernusg  bank* 
rupts  in  the  time  of  Henry  8,  bankrupt 
causes  were  subjected  to  three  commia^ 
sioners  on  their  present  footing,  in  thf 
time  of  queen  ISIizabeth.-^Tbese  commis* 
miwioners  were  ai  first  supposed  to  deters 
mine  bankrupt  causes  without  appeal  and 
consequently  there  was  no  appeal  imtil 
the  time  of  Lord  Chancellor  Nottingban^ 
Lord  Chancellor  Nottinglv^m  hesitated  for  - 
some  time  to  entertain  jurisdiction  in  thf 
case,  and  stilted  as  a  reasoi^i  tb«  possibi* 
lity  of  the  inconveniences  which  bare 
since  arisen.  Qo  at  hist  consented^  and 
was  the  first  to  exercise  this  jurisdiction; 
but  during  the  time  of  lord  Talbot,  lord 
King,  and  lord  Macclesfield,  there  wero 
so  few  interferences  of  this  kind  that  there 
vera  not  2Q  before  the  time  of  lojd  Hard^ 
wicke,  when  a  great  increase  took  place 
in  consequence  of  the  statute  5  Geoi^  % 
It  was  from  this  period  that  bankrupt 
causes  came  exclusively  to  be  brougblpb^ 
fore  the  l^ord  Cbancelloi^  and  it  couU 
therefore  be  no  innoTeticia  to  detach  from 
that  office,  that  which  had  never  been  ei^ 
tailed  upon  it  by  atatute.  The  only  va%- 
senable  objection  was^  that  these  causes 
wers^  tea  important  to  be  beard  witbmit 
appeaU  But  it  was  proposed  to  give 
in  the  Cpmmifttee  the  power  of  heann^ 
tbese  causes  without  epfea)  to  the 
ViQe«ChaAceUor.  Witb  regard  t«»  the 
emolument,  in  bis  ppioion  the  Vic^Chaiv^ 
cellor's  proposed  salary  of  ^fiOfiL  w^i 
quitn  an  inedcfuate  re eompance  to  any 
lawyer  of  great  talenis  to  induce  him  tp 
leave  the  bar  ;  and  it  maa  ftaaiige  alip 
that  this  officer*  who  me  to  take  preco- 
dence  of  the  Mister  of  the  BpUe»  of 
the  Chief  Justsce^of  Cemmoit  V^eesb  nod 
of  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  Ep?hcVief> 
should  be  placed  i^  lo  degraded  a  m^Mt 
tion.  AstotboMesierofthe|loll«»i(tbB 
salary  of  that  office  waa  $maM»  il  QMst  bp 
collected  that  it  erose  only  fK9m  ^e  dfpin- 
tetestednees  of  the  judgs^  wW  filM  tilN^ 
atetion  at  p^eeenC  e»  be  bad  refuied  en  'w 
QKiBiie  if  MUiy  ^ik  H  wep.  fremiti  t» 
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the  oth6r  jodges,  ^^in^  the  increased 
Ibes  of  hit  c<mrt ;  but  this  would)  not  be 
the  case  with  the  new  law  officer  they 
^frere  called  upon  to  create^  as  all  the  f^ 
ef  Chancery  were  to  belong,  as  formerly, 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  m  was  however 
insious  to  hear  the  amendments  which 
were  intended  to  be  Proposed,  and  which 
Were  to  make  the  BHl  now  tinder  contem- 
plation qoHe  difierent  from  what  it  was  in 
Its  oHgrnal  state  ;  he  would  not  m  conse- 
quence pKSs  the  Inotion,  nor  did  h«  be- 
flcTe  it  was  intended  so  to  do.  He  wished 
to  hear  the  improyements  which  were  to 
be  proposed,  since  the  Solicitor  General 
had  supported  the  Bill  rather  as  What  it 
might  possibly  become,  than  as  what  h 
actually  was. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  create  a  new  of- 
llce,  it  should  be  a  far  different  one  firom 
what  was  under  discussion,  and,  indeed,  a 
pretty  strong  cetisore  had  been  passed  on 
ttte  Bill  by  a  hearned  serjeant  (Mr.  Best], 
who  also  said  he  voted  for  it  not  as  it  was 
hut  as  it  might  be.  Before  he  sat  down 
he  would,  however,  submit  a  lew  more 
observations  to  the  House.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  subject  had  been  discussed 
before ;  this,  however,  he  would  utterly 
deny.  The  Bill  had  certatnfy  undergone 
nodiscussion  in  the  other  House,  and  the 
only  discussion  which  he  had  heard  in  the 

Jroression  consisted  of  a  wish  that  the 
ttomey-Oemeral  might  be  appointed  to 
IJhe  new  office,  and  that  which  took  place 
mthisHouse  on  Thursday  last.  He  thought 
of  course,  they  could  not  be  too  cautious 
bow  thty  proceeded  db  that-delicate  sub- 
ject. He  had  been  accused  of  writing  a 
pamphlet  on  that  question,  but  he  could  not 
well  see  how  this  could  be  made  a  matter 
#f  accusation  against  him.  He  had  never 
denied  the  fact,  and  had  even  sent  the  pro- 
Auction  as  a  present  to  most  of  his  acquain- 
tances. He  thought  the  subject  of  the 
highest  importance,  and  felt  it  as  his  duty 
to  state  publicly  the  Insuperable  objections 
he  saw  to  the  measure.  He  was  sorry  his 
lion,  and  learned  friend,  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
iQerat,  had  not  read  them ;  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  expressed  himself  in 
fhvour  of  the  measure ;  but  he  had  de- 
clared, at  the  same  time,  that  he  vmuld 
tioi  vote  for  the  Bill  such  as  it  then  was, 
but  such  88  It  would  be  when  coming  out 
of  the  committee.  His  hon.  and  learned 
friend  had  owned,  besides,  that  he  was 
btft  little  acquainted  vrith  the  practice  of 
the  Coon  of  Chancery,  %6  that  he  was 
|iretty  well  convinced  tlkttt  his  opinion  on 
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that  subject  would  not  have  with  tb# 
House  the  same  weight  to  which  bis  well- 
earned  professional  reputation  would  enti« 
t\e  him  on  any  legal  subjects. 

The  objectimis  which  had  been  urged 
agaitist  the  Bill  were  not  worthy  of  consi- 
deration. As  to  what  had  been  said  con- 
cerning the  Master  of  the  RoHs  not  havine 
a  seat  m  that  House,  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  great  benefit  to  the  public  if  no  judi« 
dicial  officers  had  seAtsinthat  Hou8^--ao 
masters  in  Chancery*--and  no  Welsh 
judges.*^A  judge  was  generally  the  worse 
judee  for  being  a  member  of  parliament 
-*-tne  worse  member  of  parliament  for 
beine  a  judge— nor  were  they  ever  to  be 
found  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  rugged 
professional  business  of  the  bar.  What  in 
his  view  of  the  matter  was  to  be  feared, 
was  that  the  Vice-Chancellorship  might  in 
a  short  tinie  become  a  sinecure,  and,  that 
ih  that  case,  the  way  to  it  would  be  not 
through  the  rugged  paths  of  the  law,  but 
through  the  pleasant  avenue  of  that  House. 
Hie  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  then  «!- 
verted  to  the  necessity  of  ascertaining  first, 
the  measures  which  the  House  of  Lords 
were  likely  to  adopt  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  more  frequent  assistance  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  hearing  appeal  causes. 

It  would  be  necessary,  if  this  Bill  passed, 
to  make  some  provision  Chat  there  should 
be  a  fuller  attendance  in  these  cases.  At 
present  it  was  said  that  the  Chancellor  wstt 
often  seen  pacing  up  and  down  the  House 
for  three  or  four  nours  before  there  was  an 
attendance.  The  House,  indeed,  had 
never  met  before  two  o'clock,  till  withiti 
the  last  three  days.  Within  that  period, 
the  attendance  had  been  most  exemplary^ 
It  was  true,  that  within  these  three  days 
the  noble  lords  had  sat  earlier  than  usual 
to  dispatch  their  judicial  business.  On 
Saturday  the  sitting  was  announced  for  ten 
o'clock,  but  on  their  arrival  at  the  House, 
the  suitors  and  counsel  were  informed,  that 
their  lordships  would  not  be  ready  before 
one  o'clock.  This  morning  the)rhadsat 
at  eleven  o'clock,  and  the  same  hour  was 
announced  for  to-morrow*  But  h^  was 
apprehensive  that,  firom  this  short  trial, 
their  lordships  might  be  disgusted  with 
their  laborious  task,  and  concefived  it  to 
be  indispensably  necessary  to  ascertain 
whether  they  would  give  tneir  attendance 
regularly  before  that  was  Insisted  on  as  an 
argument,  or  made  the  ground  of  an  enact- 
ment. 

Mr.  Baihurst  said  that  ztiet  the  delay 
which  had  been  granted  by  tho  noble  lordf 
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he  did  not  think  that  the  ob|ectionf  to  the 
meaiore  would  have  been  pressed  at  this 
time.  It  was  not  true  that  the  subject 
had  not  been  brought  under  the  consiaer- 
ation  of  th^  House.  Papers  had  been  laid 
before  them  on  the  subject  as  long  ago  as 
June  or  July,  1811;  and  if  no  attention 
had  been  paid  to  it|  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
those  who  broojgbt  the  measure  forward. 
The  project  which  had  been  produced  to- 
Qightyfor  the  first  time^  of  exonerating  the 
Chancellor  by  throwing  the  burden  on  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  had,  howeTer,  met 
with  the  immediate  approbation  and  adop* 
tionofthe  learned  gentleman  who  required 
so  much  time  to  consider.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  made  use  of  arguments  against 
the  exercise  of  the  judicial  functions  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  were  equally  ap- 

glicable  to  the  expedient  which  he  was 
iouelf  disposed  to  countenance*  It  was 
very  obTious  that  no  step  could  be  taken 
to  impose  on  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  the 
Tery  laborious  duty  which  it  had  been 
suggested  he  might  undertake  without 
the  concurrence  'of  that  officer,  and  the 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  not  to  be  aware 
when  he  was  objecting  to  innovation  on 
the  one  hand,  that  he  was  on  the  other 
advocating  a  very  violent  innovation, 
namely,  a  complete  change  in  the  judicial 
fiinctions  of  a  magistrate,  whose  duties 
were  so  important  as  those  of  the  Master 
of  the  Roils.  Could  this  proposal  be  car- 
ried into  effect  without  the  consent  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  himself  \  It  evidently 
could  not  Was  it  then  no  novelty  to  call 
upon  a  great  law  officer  for  his  concur- 
rence in  a  legislative  measure,  which 
would  be  rendered  nugatory  without  it? 
What  security  was  there  that  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  would  regularly  attend  to  this 
increase  of  business,  unless  compelled  by 
a  superior  authority ;  and  if  he  were  made 
amenable  to  the  Chancellor,  the  same  ob- 
jection would  occur  as  had  been  insisted 
on  against  the  appointment  of  a  Vic^- 
Chanoellor.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
evil  was  temporary.  It  would  therefore 
require  the  application  of  an  immediate 
remedy,  and  this  remedy  was  to  be  sup- 

5 lied  by  the  increased  exertions  of  the 
laster  of  the  Rolls,  whose  health  had 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  decline  seve- 
ral of  the  duties  in  which  he  was  already 
engaged.  Several  experimenu  had  been 
proposed  with  respect  to  alterations  in 
different  courts  or  judicature.  Among 
pthers,  to  remove  the  Chief  Baron  for  a 
certain  part  of  the  year  to  the  Cockpit* 
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And  it  had  been  argued  in  this  sul^ect, 
that  the  three  rtmainihg  judges  in  the 
court  of  Exchequer  would  be  as  good  aa 
four,  entirely  forgetting  the  rank  and 
weight  of  the  Chief  Baron,  and  the  loss  of 
authority  to  the  court,  which  would  fallow 
from  his  withdrawing  himself  to  hear 
prize  and  plantation  appeals  elsewhere. 
It  had  been  stated,  that  in  1806,  when 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  declined  attend* 
ing  at  the  Cockpit,  the  business  went 
on  as  before.  This  waa  only  true  of 
the  ordinary  routine  business,  for  impor- 
tant causes  were  uniformly  held  back. 
Another  objection  had  been  stated,  that 
the  decision  of  bankrupt  causes  was  com- 
paratively  a  novelty,  an  excrescence  from 
the  office  of  Chancellor.  Now  the  only 
proof  of  this  was,  that  the  quantity  of  bo- 
siness  of  that  kind  had  greatly  encreased 
of  late.  But  as  long  as  any  questions  of 
that  kind  existed,  though  in  a  much  less 
proportion,  they  had  always  been  referred 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  therefore 
referring  the  increased  number  of  causes 
of  bankrupts  to  the  same  Court  was  no  in* 
novation,  no  excrescence.  The  subject 
was, , no  doubt,  argued  according  to  the 
most  correct  syllogistical  form  by  the  lo* 
gicians  on  the^  other  side  of  the  House.  If 
the  business  was  to  be  transacted  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  Chancellor  must  pre- 
side there,  and  if  so,  he  must  be  taken 
from  his  own  court  for  the  purpose,  and 
thus  in  remedying  one  evil  another  would 
be  created.  It  bad  also  been  suggested 
that  the  House  of  Lords  should  attend  in  a 
body,  but  assuredly^  no  one  who  thought 
calmly  on  the  subject,  could  wish,  however 
full  their  attendance  might  be,  that  their 
deliberations  should  want  that  weight  and 
authority  which  they  derived  from  being 
directed  by  a  person  of  avowedly  high, 
character  for  legal  knowledge  and  abilities. 
From  the  assistance  of  such  a  person,  their 
decisions  would  derive  a  claim  to  satisfy 
suitors,  of  which  no  one  could  wish  to  see 
them  deprived.  The  measure  now  before 
the  House  had  met  with  the  approbation, 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  that  was  a  cir« 
cumstance  which  could  not  be  sufficiently 
insisted  on,  entitled  as  they  were  to  judge 
of  the  subject.  But  no  advantage  had  been 
taken  of  this  to  hurry  the  measure  through 
that  House,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  pro- 
ceeding through  it  slowly  and  regularly* 
such  opportunities  being  afforded  for  due 
deliberation  as  its  importance  demanded. 

Mr.    Stephen  said,   that  his  hon.   and 
learned  friend  had  expressed  his  intention 
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to  be  brief  in  the  obMnrations  he  bad  td- 
dretied  io  the  House ;  but  he  h«d,  neyer- 
tbeleu,  proceeded  to  tay  to  mtich,  and 
that  to  well  and  to  antithetically  pot,  that 
It  was  impottible  to  pass  it  orer  in  silence. 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  disputed 
his  sufficiency  to  judge  of  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House;  it  was  certainly  true, 
that  he  had  not  so  much  business  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  as  he  (Sir  S.  Romilly) 
had ;  but  he  was  sufficiently  conrersant 
with  it  to  dispute  the  correctness  of  a  state- 
ment which  he  had  made  very  prejudicial 
to  the  character  of  the  English  bar.  The 
bon.  and  learned  gentleman,  in  speaking 
of  the  Chancery  bar,  seeaned  to  think  that 
if  great  and  flagrant  abuses  prerailed 
there,  abuses  plain  and  palpable,  no  fen-' 
tleman  in  that  court  would  stand  up  to 
point  them  out  and  oppose  them — that 
there  would  not  be  spirit  enough  among 
tiioae  who  officially  attended  there,  to  re- 
monstrate against  any  open  and  gross  de- 
reliction of  duty  on  the  part  of  a  Lord 
Chancellor^-he  saw  nothing  in  the  con* 
duct  of  the  persons  conneeted  with  that 
court  to  warrant  such  an  opinion.  Indeed, 
be  was  sure  if  any  abuse  were  observable, 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  would  be  the 
first  man  to  expose  it.  As  to  the  idea 
with  which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
seemed  to  be  impressed,  that  a  person 
aiffht  be  chosen  as  keeper  of  the  great 
seal,  rather  for  his  political  influence,  than 
for  his  professional  knowledge,  he  thought 
i%  was  the  reriest  bugbear  that  e?er  the 
kna^nation  conjured  up,  to  belieTo  that  a 
minister  would  select,  for  that  high  office, 
liny  person  who  did  not  possess  great  le- 
gal information.  It  would  be  impossible 
lot  any  minister  to  appoint  any  individual 
to  that  office  who  was  not  fully  adequate 
to  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  and  whose 
incapacity  would  be  soon  exposed  to  the 
eye  of  parliament  and  the  country.  And, 
It  there  eren  were  all  that  servility  in  the 
court,  which  would  induce  the  gentlemen 
attending  it,  to  conceal  the  want  of  know- 
ledge of  the  individual  placed  at  the  head 
jf^  it,  were  he  indeed  unfit  for  his  situation^ 
in  that  case,  he  hoped  there  would  be  at 
.least  spirit  enough  within  the  walls  of  that 
House,  to  remedy  the  evil.  Sure  he  was, 
if  such  a  state  of  things  existed,  his  hon. 
and  learned  fiiend  vvould  not  sit  long 
amongst  them  without  making  it  known, 
and  he  felt  convinced,  the  House  would, 
in  the  true  spirit  of  constitutional  feeling, 
Jisten  seriously  to  tl^e  appeal.  A  little  re- 
flection would  make  his  hon.  loid  learned 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 
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friend  sensible  of  the  injustice  of  such  an 
assertion ;  and,  indeed,  it  only  needed  to 
be  said,  that  he  himself  practised  in  that 
court  in  order  to  make  every  other  person 
who  was  acquainted  with  his  character 
sensible  of  it.  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
question  before  the  House,  it  had  been  ar* 
goed  that  it  was  the^  object  of  minis^ 
ters  to  create  a  magistrate,  who,  under  the 
cloke  of  magistracy,  should  be  really  • 
purely  political  character,  and  such  being 
their  design,  a  person  would  be  installed 
in  the  new  office,who,  from  a  wantof  profes* 
sional  ability  md  practice,  would  be  to* 
tally  incompetent  to  perform  the  duties 
of  the  Chancellor  in  his  absence,  a  phan* 
tom,  a  shadow,  who  would  bring  into  dis* 
grace  the  very  office,  the  duties  of  which 
he  would  afi*ect  to  perform,  and  who  would 
occasionally  have  to  decide  in  a  court  of 
appeal  a  cause  which  he  could  scarcely 
decide  in  the  court  from  which  the  ap* 
peal  would  lie,  without  creating  a  neces* 
sity  for  it.  He  thought  that  tli^se  views 
imputed  to  ministers  were  at  once  absurd 
and  unjust ;  but  supposing  they  were  dis« 
posed  to  act  on  such  views,  could  they  ex- 
pect that  their  election  of  an  individual  to 
fill  the  office,  if  improper,  would  go  un- 
questioned, or  that  there  were  not  many 
individuals  there  who,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  would  call  the  auention 
of  the  House  to  the  circumstance.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  express* 
ed  an  opinion,  that,  it  would  be  better  if 
Welsh  Judges  and  Masters  in  Chancery 
were  not  permitted  to  have  seats  ^n  parlia« 
ment ;  as,  to  use  his  own  phrase,  thejr 
were  worse  judges  for  beiuff  members  of 
parliament,  and  worse  members  of  parlia* 
ment  for  being  judges.  He  could  feel  no 
other  sensations  than  those  of  pleasure,  in 
being  thus  placed  in  company  with  the 
Master  of  the  RoDs;  but  the  memory  of 
that  gentleman's  parliamentary  career 
had  not  so  entirely  faded  from  their  re* 
collection,* his-  great  tolenu,  his  well- 
known  integrity,  were  not  so  completely 
forgotten,  as  to  induce  a  presumption  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend's  proposition 
wpuld  meet  with  much  approbation.  He 
could  not  see  why  persons  who  held  judi- 
cial situations  were  improper  to  be  ad«' 
mitted  to  seats  in  the  Commons  House  of 
Parliament.  He  thought  that  the  reason* 
ing,  if  trae,  ought  to  be  carried  farther^ 
and  that  not  only  judges,  but  lawyers  who 
might  wish  to  become  judges,  ought  to  b« 
equally  excluded.  And,  with*  all  the  ab^ 
sence  of  ambition  wbicli  disttnguiahed  hie 
(2N)  *^ 
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bon*  ud  Itanitd  kitmi,  he  did  Mi  Uunk 
1m  would  stand  up  ied  My,  U»t  gnat  pro* 
faiiiowal  characters,  at  preseiit  mamberi 
#f  thiu  House,  sh^ald  not  be  made  j«dges. 
If,  bonrever^  the  sarcasm  was  personal  aod 
Mied  at  himself,  he  coold  only  say,  that 
his  hofi»  and  learned  friend  had  the  expe* 
yiance  of  two  years,  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  business  of  the  satoaiioa  which 
be  (Mr.  Stephen)  held,,  was  performed— 
end  he  could  tell  whether  his  parltamenUry 
duties  prevented  him  from  properly  at- 
tending to  the  office  which  he  filled.  If 
•ny  neglect  were  apparent  in  that  office, 
be  called  on  his  hon«  and  learned  friend 
to  pfonounce  that  sentence  which  his  con- 
duct deserTed.  He  was  Tery  mneh  asto- 
Bished  Ihat  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
ehould  support  a  proposilioQ  which  had 
f»r  lis  object  to  increaee  the  labours  of  the 
Master  of  the  Bolls  :  that  right  hon. 
gentleman,  it  was  well  known,  in  conse- 
ueaee  of  ill  health,  and  the  increasing 
eties  of  his  situation,  had  found  it  ahso- 
bttely  necessary  to  abridge  bis  attendance 
in  that  Hooee;  and  yet,  the  plan  which 
was  adyerud  to,  and  which  his  hon.  and 
kamed  friend  seemed  ready  to  support, 
would  increase  hisdoties  three-fokl.  The 
bon.  and  learned  member  then  went  on  to 
state  the  necessity  of  ^e  attendance  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  the  Privy  Coancil. 
With  regard  to  an  expression  he  had 
BMde  use  of  on  a  former  night  reepeoting 
the  duties  attaohed  to  this  office,  the  hear- 
big  of  Prise  end  PlanUtioa  Appeals,  he 
bad  meaiit  simply  that  they  were  attached 
te  it  by  custom  and  by  cbeiee,  not  by  ne. 
cessity.  He  concluded  by  exDressing  his 
•pinion,  that  it  would  be  highly  impropet 
to  intrust  the  bosinem  of  bankrupt  petl* 
tions,  which  was  of  a  more  delicate  and 
Msportant  nature  than  any  other  in  Chan« 
#ery,  to  a  eubordinate  offieer. 

Sir  S.  hmnHlkft  in  exphination,  said,  that 
in  4he  obsenration  be  had  made,  as  to  per- 
Mns  being  members  of  parKament,  as  well 
**  judges,  he  certainly  bad  no  Intention  to 
bwinoate  that  hie  hon*  and  learned  friend 
did  Slot  discharge  his  judicial  dntiee  with 

Cat  propriety,  because  he  wns  a  mem«> 
ef  that  House.  He  had  on  the  con* 
^ary,  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  his  hen. 
and  learned  fHend^e  duties  coeld  not  be 
better  or  more  eonactly  petfformed  by  any 
person  than  they  were  by  bim.  He  merely 
mean*  what  bad  AiHen  fVom  him  as  a  ge* 
neral  propositton,  without  intending  to  al- 
hide  te  any  indivtdaal.  Of  this  he  was 
that  ibe  iHasent  LonI  Gbatteellor  bad 
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stSpulsted  with  some  gentlemen,  before  he 
admitted  them  tebe  Masters  in  Chancery^ 
that  they  shoald  not  becenae  members  of 
parliament4 

Mr.  St^>km  said,  that  was  done  aderely 
for  the  convenience  of  huainem ;  and  hie 
was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  proposition 
standing  on  any  constitntional  objection  te 
the  propriety  of  the  Masimrs  in  Chancery 
holding  seats  in  parliament. 

Mr.  Mmry&u  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Chancellor  would  derive  a  great  rdiefirom 
the  foosiness  of  bankrupt  petitiona  being 
withdrawn  from  him.  He  bad  been  him* 
self  recently  an  assicnee  in  a  oomaHstion 
of  bankruptcy,  in  the  coorae  ef  the  pre« 
ceedings  censeuuent  on  which  the  Chan* 
cellar  had  to  hear  six  petitions  innnet 
diatoiy,  and  five  others  remotely  eoa« 
nected  with  the  commission.  The  House 
would  estimate  the  amount  ef  iabonr  th#t 
ihight  be  spared  him  not  only  in  the  heart 
ings  but  in  the  perusal  of  the  multifiirious 
documents  on  which  be  was  to  frame  his 
dectsieus. 

Mr.  ^m&m  observed,  that,  elghftaen 
years  ago,  when  he  becaaM  a  Mmter  of 
Chancery,  not  one  of  the  ten  gentlemen 
who  composed  that  body  had  a  seat  i* 
parliament ;  and,  bf  those  who  bad  been 
admitted  by  the  pffe«entCbanceUiM>,a  eery 
small  portion  were  members  of  that  House  \ 
It  was  consequently  but  just  to  infer»  tbat^ 
in  appointing  them,  no  political  object 
war  attended  to. 

The  question  benig  put,  the  AoMndt* 
ment  was  negatived,  and  the  original 
question  carvied.  The  Hcmse  then  went 
into  the  CooHnittee. 

Lord  CuMkrM^  proposed  to  ill  np  the 
bknh  left  for  the  Vice-Chancellor's  sakry, 
with  the  sum  of  $fiQQi>  per  annum ;  one 
moiety  thereof  to  be  paki  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor ;  and,  for  the  payment  of  the 
other  moiety,  the  sum  of  %dfiOOi.  taken 
from  tke  dead  fbnd  ki  Chancery,  ta  be 
I  mftber  mere  than 


veited,  which  wnuW 
cover  it. 

Mr*  R.  Oerim  tbenght,  if  tba  €Su» 
eellor  were  to  pay  any  part  of  the  sakryv 
be  ouffht  to  pay  the  whole,  as  he  gave  up 
the  pnneiple  by  ceatribntbig  any  poriaen. 
He  would  therefore  oppoee  the  clauae. 

Lord  CiuUeMUgh  vras  proceeding  to  eB» 
platei  the  manner  in  wbicb  the  paytnema 
would  be  -mwie»  when 

Mr.  Ghtdm  ebierved,tiiat  his  iriijectBan 
dM  not  go  to  the  method  m  wbkb  the  pafi- 
ment  ^ims  to  be  nedei  bvt  to  the  peymenft 
aliege«ber. 
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Imi  Camkrm^  mM,  tliat,  of  th^  y  triMM 
jMnt  paid  int*  Chancerji  a  part  bhmI  re- 
min  mielaaiiied ;  aoMl  Uiey  wirt  not  aei- 
kig  OB  any  new  principlo*  in  toking  a 
l^otiioB  of  fcfaii  dead  caii),  to  d#fra¥  the 
expences  of  Chancery;  partiGnlarly  m 
joaro  wonM  be  taken  that  no  appropriation 
^  thaa  money  eboeld  interfere  with  ibe 
^laini  of  any  auitor  who  cenld  OMke  food 
his  tiUe* 

The  olaese  tknt  filled  op*  was  then 
agreed  to.  His  lordship  next  proposed  a 
claoae,  restricting  the  Vice* Chancel lor»  or 
liis  ofiicers^  from  receifing  fees,  which 
was  also  agreed  to. 

.  Mr*  JRoNsml^  said,  hronieaily,  it  goTO 
Jiim  great  satisfaction  to  find,  that  those 
Jhoii.  members  who  expressed  Uieir  cootic- 
tion  that,  in  the  committee,  such  improve. 
SMots  wooM  be  mide  in  the  Bill  as  woaid 
lender  it  quite  palauble  to  them«  had  all 
Ibeir  wishes  fiilfilled  by  the  introduction 
of  the  cboses  and  the  filling  «p  of  the 
blanks  as  proposed  by  the  noble  lord. 
The  Bill  was  so  framed  that  the  Court  of 
Chanicery  most  be  now  rendered  a  perfect 
fiodel  of  legal  di^Mdch  and  jodicial  ce- 
lerity. So  complete  was  it  in  all  its  paru, 
that  be  wes  ahnost  tempted  to  beltOTe  it 
woeld  banish  litigaiioB  irom  the  world. 
Kothing  would  remvn  but  a  ItUle  amicable 
controversy,  as  to  who  had  a  right  to  this, 
and  who  had  a  right  to  that.  He  could 
noS  help  again  congratulating  those  gen- 
tlemen who  expected  that  the  Bill  would 
be  rendered  so  perfectly  palatable. 

Mr.  l^tum  objected  to  the  payment  of 
any  part  of  the  salary  of  the  Vke*Chan- 
cellor,  out  of  tbo^  funds  which  belonged 
te  the  suitors  of  the  Court.  If  no  other 
fMsreon  undertook  the  task  he  should  &el  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  bring  the  subject  of  the 
dead  fund  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House. 

Lord  Casd^TM^  obeenred  that  similar 
objection  would  lie  to  the  payment  of  the 
eaiaries  of  the  Masters  in  dhancery,  and 
4o  o  variety  of  other  expences,  which  were 
^eleayed  from  this  «Mid»  for  which  there 
were  no  claimants, 

Mr.  Preuan  said«  that  commissioners 
ought  to  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
nature  of  that  tund,  and  to  probe  it  to  the 
bottmn.  It  was  not  right  that  property 
^loatd  be  left  in  Chimcery,  ^' a  dead 
fcttd/'  as  it  was  tetaMd,  because  those  to 
wMm  it  belonged  bod  not  on  opportunity 
Of  extricathig  it  He  hoped,  therefore, 
some  legislative  pvorlsion  would  be  made 
to  rifeder  tlite  in  HCtife  iattd»    And^i^no 
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other  gendeman  had  the  resolution  to  pro* 
pose  a  nseosore  on  the  snbjeet,  be  repeatod 
that  he  sheuld  kol  k  his  duty  to  submit  to 
the  House  a  Bill  for  the  attaibpnent  of  so 
just  an  ohjeet. 

Mr.  Sineim  said,  the  ben.  gontJenMn 
had  most  strangely  saietaken  the  fact.  He 
seemed  lo  think  tbat  the  Court  took  tbe 
proper^  of  suitors  from  them,  tor^pply  tt 
to  iu  own  purpose.  The  truth  was,  that 
vast  sums  of  esoney  were  paid  int^ 
Chanceryi  and  fi^om  thence  lodged  in  tbe 
Bank  of  JSnghmd,  where  they  lay  dead  and 
unproductive,  unl^s  the  parties  applied 
in  lime  lo  have  them  vested  in  the  funds, 
and  the  dividends  earrisd  to  a  distinet  ae- 
oount,  far  the  benefit  of  the  suecessfol 
suitor.  Every  shilling  was  appropriated 
to  the  benefit  of  the  suitors^  and,  if  they 
neglected  to  maketheir  claims,  it  wts thek 
own  fault,  not  that  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  W,  Ctmrundy  thought  the  case  put 
by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Preston)  was  a 
very  strong  one.  It  appeared  tbat  a  fund 
was  formed  out  of  sums  of  money  belong- 
ing to  persons  who,  from  poverty  or  other 
causes,  were  unable  to  make  good  their 
claim.  It  was  the  property  of  those  who 
represented  the  persons  to  whom  it  ori- 
ginally belonged  and  not  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  He,  therefore,  thought  some 
mode  should  be  adopted,  by  commis- 
sioners or  otherwise,  to  give  relief  to  IndK 
viduals  thus  situaud. 

Mr.  Smam  said,  that  tbe  principal  of 
those  sums  was  not  used.  The  interest, 
arising  from  the  investment  of  a  portion  of 
this  fund,  which  would  otherwise  He  dead 
and  produce  nothing,  as  no  claimant  was 
known  who  could  direct  its  applicalion, 
was  alone  appropriated  to  the  expences  of 
the  court. 

Bir  &  EanMy  said,  the  observation  of 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Preston)  was  perfectly 
correct.  There  was,  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  a  very  large  and  an  incre^ing 
fond,  which  was  undoubtedly  ready>  when 
the  suitors  eame  and  claimed  it.  Bm 
there  were  a  varietr  of  circumstances, 
which  rendered  it  almost  impossible  to 
usake  out  a  good  title ;  for  laaAance,  tbe 
death  of  the  parties,  the  difficulty  of  find- 
ing representatives,  the  neglect  of  soliei-^ 
tors,  &c.  In  consequence  of  this,  large^ 
sums  remained  in  Chancery,  which  had 
not  been  claimed  for  many  years,  and 
perhaps  never  would.  But  the  Court 
ought  to  afford  fiieilities  for  getting  out  a 
great  part  of  this  property,  as  it  seemed, 
tfait  it  was  lorktd  «p  Hwe^  on  neeouBt  of 
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tome  defects  in  the  conttitation,  orxin  the 
forms  of  that  Covrt.  What  his  hoD.  friend 
said,  did  not  cast  an  imputation  on  any 
person,  bat  only  went  to  this,  that  tuch  a 
fund  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  exist,  if 
the  persons  to  whom  the  property  be- 
longed could  be  dtscoYered.  Now,  the 
sums  thus  lying  dead,  were  not  like  the 
vnclaimiid  dividends,  the-property  of  per- 
sons who  had  died  without  inaking  a  dis- 
closure of  their  hating  tnonev  in  the 
funds ;  on  the  contrary,  much  of  this  pro- 
perty belonged  to  persons  who  knew  of  its 
existence,  and  had,  perhaps,  for  years, 
been  fainly  endeavouring  to  procure  it 
Whether  this  ef  il  arose  from  the  forms  or 
practice  of  the  Court,  the  cause  ought  to 
be  removed. 

Mr.  R.  Gordon  said,  that  the  suitors' 
money,  in  his  opinion,  should  be  put  out 
at  interest,  to  accumulate  for  their  beneGt, 
and  not  be  suffered  to  lie  dead  in  the  Bank 
of  England,  or  be  applied  to  purposes  such 
its  were  proposed  by  the  present  Bill. 
What  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentlemen 
oppesite  confirmed  him  in  his  opinion  of 
the  impropriety  of  paying  any  part  of  the 
Vice-Chancellor's  salary  out  of  this  fund. 
He  hoped  the  next  time  the  Bill  came  be- 
fore them,  the  noble  lord  would  be  autho- 
rized to  state,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
since  the  measure  was  for  his  benefit, 
coincided  in  his  objection,  and  bad  volun- 
teered to  come  forward  and  pay  the  whole 
salary  himself.  He  was  sure  such  a  de- 
termination would  be  approved  of  by  the 
whole  House,  and  he  might  even  add,  by 
the  whole  country. 

Mr.  Stephen  wished  to  explain  the  mis- 
apprehensions which  seemed  to  exist  re- 
lative to  the  dead  fund.  If  a  Chancery 
suitor  applied  to  have  the  litigated  pro- 

Serty  vested  in  stock,  it  was  always  done : 
at,  where  the  parties  did  not  express  a 
wish  to  that  effect,  the  Court  did  not  like 
to  interfere,  lest  a  loss  might  be  sustained, 
which  was  not  unlikely  to  happen,  where 
itock  was  purchased  in  one  term,  and  sold 
in  the,  next.  If  such  a  loss  were  occa- 
aiohed  by  the  mere  act  of  the  Court,  un- 
authorised by  the  suitor,  the  latter  might 
conceive  hiinself  hardly  dealt  by.  When 
the  fund  in  the  Bank  oi^  England  accumu- 
lated very  much,  a  part  of  it  was  vested 
in  stock,  the  interest  of  which  was  laid 
out  in  the  building  of  the  Six  Clerks  Office, 
and  defraying  other  expences  connected 
with  the  Court  of  Chancery ;  but  every 
act  of  parliament  provided  for  the  security 
of  the  persons  wbMe  property  was  thus  put 


out  at  interest,  if  any  jusi  claimant  ap- 
peared. Of  course,  when  the  amount 
of  property  floating  in  Chancery  was 
25,000,000/^  it  was^natural  to  expect  that 
a  considerable  sum  would  remain  for  evo* 
unclaimed. 

Mr.  WetheraU  said,  that  the  use  made  of 
the  dead  fund  was  a  mere  conditional  ap* 
propriation,  in  the  same  way  as  goveni* 
ment  applied  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
state,  one  million  of  the  unclaimed  divi- 
dends. 

Sir  5.  Ramtlfy  said,  it  was  very  strange 
that  the  Court  of  Chancery  would  not  in- 
vest any  part  of  the  dead  fund  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  suitors,  without  being  desired 
by  them,  and  yet,  without  their  leave, 
would  put  it  out  at  interest  for  the  benefit 
of  others. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  it  was  clear  this  fund 
did  not  belong  to  the  public,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  dishonest  to  meddle  with  it 
Those  who  could  make  out  a  claim  to  the 
principal,  had  an  equal  right  to  the  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  Tiemey  was  of  opinion,  that,  as  it 
was  proposed  to  take  5,000/.  worth  of 
labour  off  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, the  learned  lord  (whose  fees  and  emo- 
luments were  increased  by  the  access  of 
business,  which  rendered  this  relief  ne- 
cessary) ought  to  defray  the  whole  ex- 
pencew 

Lord  Castkreagh  rejoined,  that  a  moiety 
of  the  5,000/.  was  as  much  as,  in  justice, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  should  be  called  upon 
to  pay.  Instead,  then,  of  charging  the 
other  moiety  on  the  consolidated  fund,  it 
was  proposed  to  be  defirayed  from  the 
dead  fund  in  Chancery,  by  which,  not 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  but  the  public,  were 
relieved*  As  the  suitors  would  receive 
the  benefit  from  the  additional  celerity 
and  dispatch  of  business,  they  could  and 
ought  to  have  no  objectioa  to  this  arrange- 
ment. 

The  House  then  resumed ;  the  Report 
was  broueht  up,  and  ordered  to  be  tidcea ' 
into    further  consideration   on  Monday 
next. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tueidcttf^  February  16. 
Petitions  against  the  renewal  of  the  East 
India  Company's  Charter,  were  presented 
by  lord' Walsingham,  from  Stockport; 
lord  Rolle,  from  Barnstaple ;  and  the  mar- 
quis of  Stafford,  from  Bilston,  in  Sufford- 
•hire.T--Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  tabU« 
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The  bishop  of  Norwich  presented  two 
Pelitions  against  the  Catholic  Claiois,  from 
the.archdeacoo  aod  clergy  of  Suffolk,  aod 
the  archdeacon  and  clergy  of  Sudbury. 
His  lordship  stated,  that  he  presented  the 
Petitions  ex-cficio^  but  he  felt  himself 
calM  upon  at  the  same  time  to  state,  ^at 
be  dissented  from  their  praver,  which  he 
hoped  would  not  be  granted. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tiiadoj^,  February  16. 
Petitions  respecting  the  renewal  of  the 
East  India  Company  s  Charter,  were  pre- 
sented from  the  merchants,  &c.  of  Bolton 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster ;  the  prorost, 
magistrates,  and  town  council  of  the  burgh 
of  Burntisland  ;  the  provost,  magistrates, 
town  council,  and  deacons,  of  the  royal 
burgh  of  Lanark ;  and  the  tillet  nianunic- 
turers,  and  painters  of  London.— ^Ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table, 

Pbtitions  against  tbe  Claims  of  jrb 
BoMAN    Catholics  —  from  sbveral  pa- 

BISHES  IN  TBB  ClTT  OF  YoRK^-THB  MaTOR 

&c.  OF  Bbrwick  upon  Tweed — ^thb  Mt- 

MISTERS,    &C.   OF  MeRSB  AND    TeVIOTOALE 

—THE  Minister,  &c.  of  the  French 
Protestant  Church  —  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Ely — and  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Hereford.]  Eleven  Peti* 
tions,  of  householders  and  inhabitants  of 
•ereral  parishes  in  tbe  city  of  York  and 
tbe  suburbs  thereof,  were  presented ;  set- 
ting forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  are  sincere  friends 
of  religious  toleration,  and  rejoice  that,  in 
ibis  happy  country,  all  persons  have  per* 
feet  liberty  to  worship  their  Maker  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
sciences, but  that  they  cannot  contemplate 
without  apprehensions  truly  painful,  the 
mesent  imperious  claims  of  his  Majesty's 
Koman  Catholic  subjects  for  access  to  po- 
litical power ;  claims,  which,  if  admitted, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  petitioners, 
greatly  endanger  both  our  Protestant  reli- 
lion  and  government,  and  tend  also  olti- 
mately  to  the  subversion  of  that  very  li- 
berty of  conscience  which  it  is  the  avowed 
object  of  those  claimants  to  secure ;  and 
praying,  that  the  House  will,  in  its  wis- 
dom, preserve  unimpaired  those  bulwarks 
of  our  constitution  of  which  we  have  so 
long  happily  found  the  advantage,  aod 
for  the  continuance  of  which  the  voice 
of  our  ancestors,  the  records  of  history, 
.past  .e:q>erieac#«  and  prestnt.  circum- 


stances, strikmgly  concur  ia  showing  tfa|e 
necessity.'' 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  bailifi,  and 
burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed,  in  guild  assembled;  was 
alio  presented ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  in  common  with 
a  large  majority  of  the  Protestant  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  Kingdom,  have  to  la- 
ment that  the  Koman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
have  determined,  at  this  time,  to  brinjj^ 
forward  their  claims  before  both  Houses 
of  Parliament;  and  that  the  petitioners 
had  hopes  that  s ratitode  for  the  numerous 
benefiu  which,  during  the  mild  and  tole- 
rant reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  had 
been  vouchsafed  to  the  Roman  Catholics, 
would  not  so  soon  have  been  superseded 
by  any  discontent,  and  that  at  the  time 
when  the  nation  is  engaged  in  tbe  present 
arduous  conflict  with  iu  enemies,  the  at- 
tention of  parliament  and  of  the  ministers 
of  his  royal  highnessHhe  Prbce  Regent, 
would  not  have  been  distracted  by  a  dis- 
cussion that  might  better  have  been  de- 
ferred to  a  season  of  general  tranquillity  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  are  influenced  by 
no  illiberal  or  bigottect  spirit  of  exclusion 
or  oppression  in  opposing  the  Catholic 
Claims,  but  on  the  contrary,  they  have 
seen  with  pleasure  that  the  legislature  of 
the  United  Kingdom  has  recently,  from 
motives  of  humanity,  relaxed  those  re- 
strictions which  in  former  times,  from  dire 
necessity  and  for  self-preservation,  had 
been  enacted  to  prevent  and  controul  the 
operation  of  Romish  principles  and  tenets, 
and  thereby,  in  granting  the  full  freedom 
of  religious  toleration  and  the  right  to  the 
acquisition  and  enjoyment  of  property, 
hath  secured  to  all  who  are  of  the  commu- 
nion of  the  Church  of  Rome,  not  only  the 
free  and  uninterrupted  exercise  of  their 
religion,  but  also  their  personal  rights  and 
civij  privileges,  and  therefore  the  claims 
against  which  they  now  petition  regard 
not  religion, .  but  tbe  acquisition  of  tem- 
poral power  and  distinction,  which  acqui- 
sition few  could  avail  themselves  of  in  the 
communion  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  as  few 
even  in  our  own  Communion,  or  in  any 
nation  whatever,  can  rise  to  power  and 
distinction  from  the  subordination  neces- 
sary in  all  civil  communities ;  and  there* 
fore,  from  motives  by  no  means  of  hostile 
aversion,  but  of  security  and  preservation 
to  the  great  Protestant  majority  of  these 
realms,  the  petitioners  do  earnestly  im^ 
plore  the  Houso  to  maintain  Inriolate  such 
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Mttrictioiift  as  tbe  wisdooi  •f  parliamcnt 
may  deem  proper,  for  the  preserf  alien  of 
these  realms  from  the  influence  of  Popery 
•Ad  arbitrary  power,  lo  much  dreaded  and 
guarded  against  by  tlie  wisest  of  o«r  an-' 
cestors,  to  gnard  these  kingdoms  from; 
the  domination  of  a  foreign  prelate  now 
tompletely  under  the  controol  of  our  eue-! 
my.  to  preserxe  our  establisbed  Churoh* 
unpolluted  by  such  influence  ae  the  no- 
blest inheritance  of  our  pofterity,  and! 
under  Divine  Providence  the  great  rematn- 
ing  bulwark  of  the  Protestant  faith ;  and 
praying,  that  the  House  will  continue  to 
•flbrd  Uieir  firm  support  to  the  wist  cau- 
tions of  that  constitution  under  which  the 
country  has  advanced  in  prosperity,  and 
under  which  the  people  hare  preserved 
4heir  freedom,  and  the  Slate  has  maintain- 
ed its  independence/^ 

A  Petition  0^  bis  Majesty ^s  most  loyal 
«nd  dutiful  aubfects.  the  ministers  and 
^MetB  of  the  provincial  synod  of  Merse 
«nd  Teviotdale.  convened  at  Keiso.  was 
«lso  presented  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

''That  at  different  periods  since  the 
Relbrmation.  and  particularly  about  the 
time  when,  by  the  Act  of  Settlemetit.  the 
succession  to  the  crowns  of  Great  Britain 
«nd  Ireland,  now  happily  united  into  one 
kingdom,  devolved  on  the  illustrious  House 
•f  Hanover,  it  was  found,  by  the  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors,  necessary  ror  the  protec* 
tioQ  of  the  Proteetant  religioo.  and  lor  the 
eafety  and  security  of  our  iaws  and  liber- 
ties, to  impose  certain  pains  and  penalties 
on  the  persons  who  professed  subjection  to 
<be  Chui^ch  of  Rome;  and  that  in  the 
course  of  the  present  auspicious  reign  of 
^ur  much  respected  and  revered  sovu- 
Teign.  whose  severe  indisposition  tbe  peti- 
tioners deeply  deplore,  and  earnestly  pray 
God  speedily  to  recover,  it  has  been 
deemed  pracMable  and  expedient  to  re- 
lieve the  Catholics  £rom  all  the  before* 
mentioned  pains  and  penalties^  witb  tbe 
uxception  of  their  exclusion  from  parti- 
cular offices  in  the  law.  in  tbe  army.  &c. : 
in  thus  far  relaxing  the  penal  statutes 
mgainst  persons  of  the  X3atholic  persuasion 
the  petitioners  apprehend  that  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  acting  in  conformity 
to  tbe  genuine  spirit  of  our  holy  religion^ 
and  accord'mg  to  the  liberal  pnnciples  of 
the  British  constitution,  have  been  amply 
justified  by  tbe  happy  change  of  eircum- 
•tances  mit  has  taken  place  since  the 
enactment  of  these  statutes;  but  as  tbe 
•dfaereau  of  tht  Bumn  Catholiclaith  ftUl 
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ftvow  their  subjeution  to  tbe  authority  of  n 
chief  or  head,  who  is  altogelhef  independ- 
ent of  the  British  governmuDl.  and  wbue^ 
person  is  at  present  io  the  poesesston  aad 
under  the  power  of  tbe  enemies  ^f  our 
country ;  and  as  the  idBfenoe  of  this,  er 
any  foreign  authority,  nay  be  employe^ 
amongst  the  people^  by  whoa  it  is  sii« 
knowledged.  to  distuA  the  pMoe.  an^  In 
weaken  tbe  security  of  this  kingdom  tb^ 
petitioners  are  therefore  humbly,  but  de« 
cidedly. .  of  opinion,  that  this  danger 
would  be  greatly  increased  were  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  to  be  admitted  to  those  o& 
fices  of  confidential  tmst  and  high  respoo- 
sibility  from  which  they  have  bitherla 
been  wisely  excluded ;  and  that  these 
sentiments,  on  a  subject  so  foil  of  interest 
to  all  the  faithful  subjects  of  bis  Msjesty, 
in  justice  to  the  petitioners,  in  justice  to 
that  part  of  tbe  ProtesUnt  community 
under  their  charge,  and  from  a  sincere 
regard  for  the  prosperity  and  perpetuity  ef 
our  most  excelieiit  constitution  in  Church 
and  Sute.  they  take  the  liberty,  with  the 
utmost  respect,  to  express  to  the  House. 
relying  with  confidence  on  tbe  wisdom  of 
parliament;  and  humbly  praying,  that 
no  material  change  may  be  made  in  those 
fundamental  laws,  whicb  have  long  been  ^ 
justly  considered  as  tbe  bulwark  of  our  * 
civil  and  religious  liberties.'' 

A  Petition  of  the  minister  and  eiders  of 
the  episcopal  French  Proteetant  Cburcb 
called  Le  Quarr^.  London,  in  vestry  aa- 
sembleil.  was  also  presented  and  read; 
setting  forth. 

**  That  at  the  same  time  the  petitionera 
see.  with  heartfolt  satisfactioo,  ibeir  fellew 
subjects  and  brethren  in  Christ  of  the  , 
Church  of  Rome  enjoying,  to  the  utmost 
extent,  all  the  blessings  of  that  religioua 
toleration,  of  which  the  Divtea  AuftMr  of 
the  Holy  Gospel  has  given  belli  the  pre* 
cept  and  tbe  example ;  they  see  also,  with 
an  equal  degree  of  alarm  fod  aftxiety, 
their  unremitting  endeaveurs  to  get  pot- 
session  of  political  power  asid  legislatif« 
authority ;  that  the  petitioners,  bi^isg  4e^ 
cendants  of  those  generoes  confessors  of 
foitfa.  who  at  the  timeof  the  vevucationcf  the 
edict  of  NantB.  made  tbe  noblest  saeriieus 
to  their  oonspience.  and  fled  from  Vtmtm 
to  this  country  to  avoid  tbe  perseontioa 
incensed  by  toe  Papists  againet  tbe  Pro- 
testants, and  persuaded  as  tbey  are.  firom 
constant  experience  and  tbe  principles  of 
tbe  Roman  Catholic  Religion,  ofte  of  tbe 
tcMta  of  wtMcb,  ciiablMMi  m  Mie  iMsd 
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and  fourth  CMncilt  of  Lateran,  cdjoiqs  iU 
Memboro  *^  to  persocote  by  swcmi,  firo« 
ui4  all  neaftt  possible^  the  Protettattts 
itiicd  Heretictf  and  to  dethioaa  hetatioal 
sovereigai;''  that  if  any  power^  military, 
«ki1|  or  legialatite,  were  given  IheM, 
dMy  wodd  and  nrost  use  ii  to  the  ester** 
mination  of  IVoteitantitm/aiid  thereby  of 
our  glorieut  ooiwlitutien  as  settled  ^at  the 
Revdttlion ;  and  that  the  petitioners  feel 
it  their  bmuidea  daty  as  aaen,  as  Chris« 
tians,  and  as  sobjeets  of  these  reahas, 
■>est  earnestly  to  imptore  the  Uoase  sted- 
lasil^  lo  rejeet  all  applications  for  the  ad^ 
OMSsien  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  power 
Of  anthority  of  any  kind/' 

A  Petition  of  the  bishop,  the  dean  and 
chapter,  and  clergy  of  the  church  and 
diocese  of  Ely,  was  also  presented  and 
read ;  selling  forth, 

**  That  tJ^  petitioners  are  informed 
that  a  Bill  is  intended  shortly  to  be  offered 
to  the  Reese  for  remoring  tne  restrictions 
w4ieli  nre  by  law  imposed  on  those  who 
profess  the  Roman  Cathottc  religion  in 
Ibis  kingdom;  and  that  they  are  felly 
cenrittc^  that  the  contreul  «t  any  foreign 
power  implied  in  soch  a  Bill,  either  in 
Cborcb  or  State,  ever  these  realms,  is  net 
only  contrary  to  oar  constitution  as  esta* 
Wabed  at  the  ReiwIaUon,  but  also  to  the 
iiet  nrinciples  of  all  civil  government ; 
and  ^wt  the  petitioners  are  the  more  se- 
rlonsly  alarmed  at  ttie  danger  impending, 
by  observing  thatthe  power  of  the  Pope, 
however  it  appears  of  late  years  to  have 
been  diminished,  is  at  this  tiero  become 
asore  dangerous  than  ever,  by  being  itsdf 
brought  under  the  controni  of  our  most 
inreterate  enemy ;  and  that  the  conces- 
sliens  made  by  our  legislature  in  favour  of 
the  Reman  Catholics  have  not  led  to  any 
intoxaiiion  in  the  principles  or  discipline 
of  that  Church,  which  remain  as  hostile  as 
ever  to  the  mild  temiper  o#  Protestantism, 
^rttcttlarly  these  tenets,  the  nuMI  ob- 
nexloasof  all,which  relate  sotbe  supremacy 
and  independence  of  nor  own  King ;  an^ 
that  the  petitioners  are  sincere  well-wishers 
and  advocates  of  toleration,  as  it  becomes 
Protestants  to  be ;  but  thfy  cannot  hetp 
distinguishing  between  the  enjoyment  of 
toleration  and  the  claims  which  are  now 
mede  to  the  acquisition  of  the  most  dan- 
]gerous  power;  and  praying  the  House  to 
guard  against  any  concessions  which  mav 
thus  endanger  our  security  either  in  Church 
or  State ;  and  that  no  such  Bill  may  pass 
into  a  hw/* 


A  Betiiion  of  the  dean  and  chapter,  and 
clergy,  of  the  cathedral  chmch  and  dio- 
cese of  Hereford,  was  also  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  notice,  with  se- 
rious attention,  the  claim  preferred  by  our 
Christian  brethren  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
oemmnnion  to  be  admitted  to  the  leeisla* 
tien  and  administration  of  the  United 
Kii^gdom;  and  that  they  conceive  that  no 
subjeetef  a  sovereign  independent  state 
can  equitably  claim  to  be  admitted  W  of- 
fices of  anthority  therein,  irhile  he  ac* 
knowledges  a  spiritual  dependence  on  any 
foreign  sute  or  potentate,  that  sach  aci* 
mission  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  na- 
tional union  and  the  policy  of  all  nations, 
that  it  has  generated  disorder  and  calamity 
in  this  and  other  countries,  and  is  care- 
fully avoided  as  a  dangerous  solecism  in 
the  constitution  of  governments  ^  and  the 
petitioners  think  that  otheif  tenets  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  render  the  mem- 
bers thereof  unfit  to  be  legisla^rs  and  mi- 
nisters under  a  king  and  over  a  nation 
pr^ssedly  and  legally  Protestant,  and 
engaged  by  coostitotionil  stipulations  and 
setded  conviction  so  to  continue;  they 
are  apprehensive  that  an  admission  to  the 
counsels  of  the  empire  granted  to  the  best 
of  men,  condemning  as  heretical  and  on- 
saving  the  established  feith  and  worship 
of  th^ir  cajntry,  hath  a  tendency  to  the 
insinuation  of  measures  hostile  to  the  ec- 
clesiastical inslituttons  of  the  United 
Kiagdom,  and  to  the  civil  polity  with 
which  they  are  inseparably  interwoven^ 
productlTO  of  disunion  in  the  councils, 
and  disorder  hi  the  state ;  and  that  our 
ancestors,  at  a  distant  period,  felt  the  se« 
vere  necessity  of  imposing  on  their  Roman 
Catholic  comitrymen  larger  disabilities, 
which  the  petitioners  rejoice  to  have  seen 
removed  by  our  fathers  and  contempo- 
raries in  later  times,  who  by  this  their 
justice  and  liberal  policy,  have  shown  to 
the  present  age,  and  to  posterity,  that 
they  viewed  the  restrictions  which  they 
permitted  to  remain  as  an  essential  safe- 
guard to  the  Protestant  religion  through-  ^ 
out  the  empire,  and  to  the  constitution  in 
Chnreh  and  9tate ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
do  not  perceive  any  alteration  of  circum- 
stances which  can  affect  the  princmie  of 
their  decision,  and  recommend  a  depar- 
ture from  their  conduct;  and  praying, 
that  the  remaining  restrictions  may  not 
be  removed,  relyingf^on  the  wisdom  of  the 
House  for  the  continuance  of  protection  to 
the  e^ablisbed  feith  and  worship,  nnd  of 
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toleration  to  all  our  fellow-tubjecti   by 
whom  tbey  are  not  approYed.'' 
Ordered  Jto  lie  npon  tbe  table. 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Wedneiday,  February  17. 

PbTITIOMS     AGAIM8T     THE     ClAIMS     OF 

TBS  Roman  Catboucs.]  Lord  Rolle  pre- 
aented  a  Petition  from  the  inbabitanU  of 
£xeterf  asainst  tbe  Catholic  Claims. — 
Vifcount  SidmoQth .  presented  a  similar 
Petition  firom  the  borough  of  Leeds.  The 
clerk  baTing  read  the  title  and  part  of  the 
Petition, 

Lord  Holland  inquired  across  the  table 
if  that  were  the  whole  ?  and  being  an- 
swered in  the  negative,  he  added,  per- 
haps it  was  not  the  wish  of  the  noble  yis* 
coontto  hare  the  whole  read. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  begged  the  noble 
lord's  pardon,  but  it  was  his  wish  that  all 
the  petitions  on  this  subject  should  be 
read.  4 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  whole  of  the 
Petition;  it  suted  that  the  petitioners 
abould  view  with  concern  any  ascen- 
dancy of  Popish  power;  and  that  they 
should  ?iew  with  alarm  Papists  sitting 
on  the  bench  of  justice,  or  acting  n^ 
the  capacity  of  legislators.  The  noble 
yiscount  presented  another  Petition  from 
the  mayor  and  corpbration  of  Berwick- 
upon*Tweed,  against  the  Roman  Catholic 
Claims.  This  Petition  was  also  read,  au^^ 
in  one  part  it  stated  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  had  uninterruptedly  en- 
joyed their  personal  and  ciyil  rights,  but 
that  they  ou^ht  not  to  be  entrusted  with 
political  privileges. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  wished  to  ask  the 
noble  viscount,  whether  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  found  any  proceeding  upon  the 
petitions  he  had  presented  ? 

ViKOunt  Sidmouih  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  the  question  put  by  the  noble 
duke,  and  did  not  see  the  propriety  of  any 
peer  presenting  a  petition  being  interro- 

fated  as  to  his  future  intentions.  The 
etitions  on  their  lordships'  Uble  were 
put  into  his  hands  by  desire  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  he  had  done  his  duty  in  pre- 
senting them. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  disclaimed  any 
purpose  of  the  least  offence  to  the  noble 
lord,  but  was  induced  to  ask  the  question 
from  obseryinj^  an  assertion  in  one  of  the 
Petitions,  which  was  false.  In  that  Peti- 
tion it  was  stated,  that  the  Catholics  in  Ire- 
land enjoyed  full  (oleration  of  rights^  civil 


and  political.  That  was  a  statement  con* 
tradicted  by  the  fact.  The  privilege  of 
returning  members  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament was  a  civil  ri^t,  which  was  not 
fully  enjoyed  by  the  Irish  Catholics.  They 
could  vote  indeed  for  members  to  sit  ia 
the  lower  House,  but  not  to  the  represen- 
tative seats  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

Viscount  Sidmouih  thought  it  was  treat- 
ing the  petitioners  with  very  undue  harsb* 
ness,  to  scrutinise  with  such  severity  the 
terras  in  which  their  fair  and  legal  peti* 
tions  to  that  House  were  couched.  Tbey 
came  before  their  lordships  with  an  humble 
but  earnest  aubmission  of  their  feelings 
and  opinions  u|>on  a  subject,  which  te 
them  appeared  of  the  greatest  importancfa 
to  the  national  welfare ;  and  while  so  ex- 
pressing their  sincere  opinions  he  could 
not  think  it  either  decorous  towards  them« 
or  compatible  with  the  liberality  and  jus- 
tice of  their  lordships  to  charge  them  with 
stating  a  falsehood. 

Loni  Holland  perfectly  agreed  in  the 
propriety  of  the  noble  duke's  observatioluu 
When  an  allegation  so  material  as  that  to 
which  they  referred,  was  set  fortb  in  e 
Petition  to  that  House,  it  surely  was  in- 
cumbent on  their  lordships  to  ascertain 
whether  it  was  true  or  false.  Had  the 
noble  duke  proposed  tbe  rejection  of  the 
Petition,  there  might  have  been  some  cause 
for  alarm  on  the  part  of  the  noble  viscoontp 
but  no  such  rejection  was  intimated.  It 
was,  however,  of  great  importance,  while 
such  pains  had  b^n  taken  in  every  qnarc 
ter  of  the  country  to  excite  alarms  respect- 
ing the  situation  and  claims  of  the  Catho- 
lics, that  their  claims  and  situation  should 
be  fairly  represented,  and  no  material  fact 
set  down  that  could  not  be  proved. 

Lord  Rediidale  could  not  help  consi- 
dering the  language  and  terms  of  the 
noble  duke's  observations,  as  tending 
strongly  to  deter  petitioners  from  exercis- 
ing their  fair  and  admitted  right  of  sub- 
mitting their  opinions  to  that  House  on 
any  great  national  qu^ion.  The  noble 
duke  appeared  not  to  have  heard  dis- 
tinctly, or  accurately  attended  to  the 
words  as  read  in  the  Petition,  where  e 
guarded  distinction  seemed,  to  be  made 
between  personal  rights  and  civil  privi- 
leges, on  one  hand,  and  political  privi- 
leges, on  the  other.  The  distinction  in« 
d^,  was  so  clearly  marked  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Petition  itself,  that  he  could 
not  conceive  how  it  should  be  misonder* 
stood,  much  less  how  the  petitioners 
should  thereby  have  incurred  (be  cbar^ 
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ef  sUthig  fiYsehood.  It  had  frequently, 
however,  fallen  to  his  lot,  to  hear  language 
upon  the  present  subject,  within  the  walls 
of  parliament,  which  he  should  very  un- 
lindy  have  listened  to  elsewhere.  He 
had  as  little  of  narrow  prejudice  as  any 
aian,  bat  he  scrupled  not  to  state,  in  con« 
formity  with  the  petitioners,  that  he  con- 
ceived  the  concession  of  the  Catholic 
claims  incompatible  with  the  safety  of  the 
constitutional  establishments. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  wished  to  ask  the 
noble  and  learned  lord,  what  was  the  dis- 
tinction he  would  lay  down  between  civil 
and  political  rights  ? 

Lord  RedetdakxtpWitAf  that  the  distinc* 
tton  was  clearly  stated  in  the  language  of 
the  Petition.  The  civil  rights  were  those 
which  the  Catholics  alr^y  enjoyed ; 
the  political  were  those  to  which  they  as- 
pired, and  the  granting  of  which  the  peti- 
tioners deprecated. 

The  Duke  of  Narfbik  was  by  no  means 
«atis6ed  with  the  clearness  of  the  noble 
smd  learned  lord's  definitions.  Between 
4he  terms '  civil'  and '  politicar  heknew  of 
no  dtfierence,  except  the  complexion 
which  each  derived  from  the  Latin  and 
Creek  languages,  from  which  they  were 
SMlopted. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that 
whatever  variety  of  opinions  might  be 
entertained  on  the  subject  of  the  Petitions 
by  the  public,  the  meaning  of  the  peti> 
tioners  could  by  no  means  be  mistaken. 
They  saw  a  material  difference  between 
the  privileges  at  present  enjoyed  and  the 
new  ones  claimed  by  the  Catholics,  and 
te  that  difference  they  wished  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  House.  The  temper 
and  moderation  which  had  been  so  con- 
spicooosly  displayed  throughout  the  coun- 
try in  the  various  discussions  which  in 
every  part  of  it  had  taken  place  on  the 
nbject  of  the  Catholics,  was  his^hly  credit- 
able to  the  public  feeling,  and  he  was  con- 
fident that  when  that  most  serious  and 
ionportant  question  came  before  parlia- 
nienty  it  would  be  met  with  suitable  wis- 
dom and  moderation  by  their  lordships. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday 9  February  17. 

PelitionsagaintttheClaims  of  the  Roman 
CSatholics  were  presented  from  the  clergy 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Manchester  and 
Salford ;  the  Protestant  inhabitants  of  At" 

(VOL.  XXIV.) 


magh;  the  mayor,  bailiffs,'  and  com* 
monalty  of  Exeter;  the  Protestant  inha* 
bitants  of  Cork;  and  the  gentry,  clergy^ 
&c.  of  Carlow.^-Ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta* 
ble. 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants,  manufac- 
turers and  inhabitants  of  Barnstaple  and 
Great  Torrington,  was  presented  in  favouV 
of  the  renewal  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's charter. 

Sir  Samuel  Komillt's  Criminal  Law 
Bills.  J  Sir  Samuel  Romiify  hoped,  that  in 
again  drawing  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  part  of  the  general  laws  of  the  coun- 
try, which  he  bad  already  on  a  former 
occasion  brought  under  their  notice,  he 
should  not  be  considered  guilty  of  any  im- 
propriety. The  Bill  which  he  at  present 
meant  to  introduce  was  one  which  had 
twice  passed  that  House;  but  had  been 
rejected  in  the  House  of  Lords.  No  per- 
son had  more  respect  for  the  quarter  from 
which  opposition  had  come  than  himself, 
and  if  he  imagined  by  again  introducing  a 
measure  which  had  been  considered  impo- 
litic, he  should  be  supposed  to  act  from  the 
least  disrespect  to  that  quarter,  no  person 
could  feel  more  concern  than  he  would* 
But  from  all  that  he  bad  observed  since  the 
last  consideration  of  the  subject,  he  felt  he 
should  not  be  doing  his  duty  if  he  did 
not  bring  the  subject  under  the  attention  of 
a  new  parliament.  It  would  be  in  the  re- 
collection of  the  House,  that  in  1810,  he 
had  proposed  to  bring  in  three  Bills :  one 
of  which  was  to  repeal  the  act  of  king 
William,  which  rendered  it  a  capital  of- 
fence to  steal  property  to  the  amount  of 
five  shillings  privately  in  a  shop ;  another 
to  repeal  the  act  of  queen  Anne,  which 
pronounced  it  a  capital  offence  to  steal  to 
the  value  of  AOs.  in  a  dwelling-house ; 
and  the  third,  to  repeal  the  act  of  George 
2,  rendering  it  a  capital  offence  to  steal 
property  to  the  same  amount,  from  on 
board  a  vessel  on  a  navigable  river.  These 
Bills  were  all  passed  m  1811,  by  that 
House,  but  were  rejected  by  the  Lords. 
At  the  present  moment  he  should  only 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  that  one  whieh 
in  the  former  discussions  that  took  place 
was  considered  least  objectionable ;  he  al- 
luded to^that  which  related  to  stealing 
property  of  the  value  of  Ss.  in  a  dwelling- 
house  :  and  the  principle  upon  which  he 
should  propose  to  introduce  this  Bill  was 
precisely  the  same  as  that  which  he'  had 
before  stated,  namely,  the  inexpediency 
of  penal  laws  existing,  which  weca  not  in- 
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tended  to  lot  execuUd.  This  iiiiexpe* 
diency  was  stroogiy  deaaonsOraied  by  the 
returns  of  the  criminal  courts  for  'L(Nidon 
and  Middlesex,  during  the  yeiirs  \%05,  Q, 
7,  8  and  9.  He  could 'n6t  help  here  ex- 
pressing his  surpri^  that  these  retorns  liad 
not,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the 
House,  been  made  to  a  later -period.  Da- 
ring  these  few  yeafs  it  appeared,  that  the 
number  of  individuals  committed  for  this 
offence,  amounted  to  188,  of  whotn  IB  only 
had  been  cottyicted,  and  of  these  not  one 
had  been  executed.  iTbis  he  trusted 
would  be  admitted  as  apretty  accurate  cri- 
terion, to  shew  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
carry  the  law  into  effect  against  indivi- 
duals who  were  found  guilty  under  this 
statute.  The  consequence  of  the  law  not 
being  exiscuted,  as  was  already  stated,  was, 
that  where  some  punishment  was  deserved, 
no  punishment  was  dt  all  inflicted,  and 
the  ofiTender  escaped  altogether  with  im- 
punity. This  was  an  evil  which  coiild  not 
exist  if  the  laWs  Were  less  severe,  ahd  a 
certain  but  h^ild,  although  eflecthre  pu* 
nishment,  was  substitute.  'He  did  not 
mean  to  censure  the  foi'bearance  which 
thus  disarmed  the  law  of  its  ferocity,  but 
he  coitdemned  the  retention  of  a  law 
which  was  fdund  toothiel  for  application, 
and  which  was,  therefore,  superseded  in 
almost 'every  instance  by  a  discretionary 
adopti6n  of  that  wise  and  humane  princi- 

{>le  that  nd  unnecessary  suflering,  no  use- 
ess  pang  ought  ever  to  be  inflicted  under 
the  sanction  of  the  legislature.  Upon  this 
part  of  the  subject  he  could  not  more 
powerfully  illustrate  his  argument  than 
by  quoting  the  sentiment  of  a  pian  who 
had  once  been  the  ornament  of  that  House, 
and  whose  opinions  would  have  weight 
far  greater  than  belonged  to  any  thing 
that  could  fall  from  so  humble  an  indivi- 
dual  as  himself.  In  the  Observations 
upon  our  Penal  Laws,  which  were  pub- 
lished in  the  last  edition  of  Mr.  Burke's 
works,  that  distinguished  person  says, 
"  The  question  is,  whether  in  a  well*con<* 
•tituted  commonwealth  it  is  wise  to  retain 
laws  not  put  in  force  ?  A  penal  law  not 
ordinarily  executed  must  be  deficient  in 
justice  or  wisdom^  or  both.  But  we  are 
told,  that  we  may  trust  to  the  operanon  of 
manners  to  relax  the  law.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  laws  ought  to  bo  always  in  uni<* 
son  with  the  manners,  and  corroborative, 
of  them,  otherwise  the  effect  of  both  will 
be  lessened.  Our  passioi\»  ought  not  to 
be  right,  and  our  reason,  of  which  law  is 
the  or^ao^  wroD|[J'    The  worda  of  this 


Mmirable  writer  were  nev^  oi^Nre  appli* 
cable  than  in  the  present  instance-:  for 
tvithoUt  some  extraordinary  aggravation; 
who  was  thefo  with  nerves  strong  enoiugli^ 
to  contemplate  the  exeouticta  of  this  law? 
Who  Would  sa^  that  any  om  for  stealingk 
a  ribbon  or  a  piece  of  lace  above  the  valtto 
offive  shillings  was  deserving  of  death,  if 
not  guilty  of  some  other  offisnce  ?  He  dtd 
not  believe  that  there  waaa  single  instanco- 
in  which  the  sentence  had  ever  beencar*^ 
ried  into  execution.  If  there  were  any 
instance,  it  would  be  Tery  desirable  to 
know  under  what  aggranrataona  the  ofienos- 
had  been  committed ;  and  it  would  also- 
be  extremely  desirable  that  those  aggra* 
vatioos  which  had  been  the  foundation  of 
the  punishment,  should  in  future  be  made- 
the  foundation  of  the  sentence.  This 
would  relieve  the  judges  from  that  respon* 
sibility  in  deciding  on  the  faie  ot  indivi* 
duals  from  their  own  private  judgm^nt^ 
which  c<MiBtituted  the  nsost  painiiil  part  of 
their  duty.  He  was  himself  satisfied  that 
the  effbct  6f  the  law  had  been  to  increase 
the  frequency  of  the  crime.  Laws  to  be 
effectual  most  hold  out  a  terror  to  indivi* 
duals.  What  terror  conld  a  law  carry 
with  it,  when  it  waaknownthat  it  wasne* 
ver  put  in  force,  but  remained  a  dead  let- 
ter on  the  statute  book  ?  He  had»  on  a 
former  occasion,  stated,  that  no  instance 
had  occurred  of  the  law  against  sfeaaUng  to 
the  amount  of  40t.  on  navigable  canab, 
having  been  put  in  force.  An  aggravated 
case  of  this  kind  had  lately  happened,  in 
which  property  had  been  stolen  to  the 
amount  of  some  thousand  pounds.  Thia 
case  had  been  cited  against  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  for  repealing  that  act.  Bat 
could  this  be  considered  as  a  &ir  gneund 
of  objection  ?  Because  stealing  u>  the 
amount  of  some  thousand  pounds  waa  pu- 
nished with  death,  was  that  a  reason  why 
stealing  to  the  amount  of  iQfv  should  be 
punished,  with  death  ?  He  should*  ho«r* 
ever,  have  congratulated  himself,  even  if 
a  law  had  passed  to  save  the  lives  of  those 
individuals.  It  was  not  likely  that  an  in- 
stance of  so  aggravated  a  nature  would  sooi» 
occur  again,  and  the  effect  of  the  execu- 
tion of  the  sentence  was  to  make  persona 
dissatisfied  with  tho^xisting  law.  The 
trial  had  lasted  three  days, -and  the  jury 
had  the  fullest  opportunity  to  consider 
every  circumstance  of  the  case.  Yet  af- 
ter then*  entina  conviotion  of  the  guilt 
of  the  prisoners,  they  had  joined  m  a 
unanimous  petition  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  spare  the  livea  of  those  whom  by  the 
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ki«r  they  were  bound  to  condtmn.  There 
ooald  not  be  a  ttronger  instance  of  the 
general  repognance  in. men's  raindf  to  tbf 
ciSTviiigrof  such  taws  tntoe^ct. 

The  nex^  BJU  he  fMropoted  to.  intcodoct 
related  to  the  common  law  puaishment  in 
cates  of  High  '^reason.  The  sentence  at 
present^  it  was  well  known*  waa^  that  the 
erimiaal  shall  be  drawn  upon  a  boirdie  to 
the  place  of  execution,  thai  he  shall  be 
banged  by  the  neck,  and  bein^  alire  shall 
be  cut  down,  that  his  entrails  shall  be 
taken  out  of  his  body,  and,  he  living,  the 
same  shall  be  burnt  before  his  eyes,  that 
bis  head  shall  be  cut  off,  his  body  be  di- 
Tided  into  four  quarters,  and  bead  and 
garters  shall  be  cusposed  of  at  the  plea- 
nre  of  the  king.  In  point  of  fact  this 
horrible  sentence  was  not  now  executed, 
the  ogender  being  hanged  until  dead,  and 
his  head  being  then  cut  off  and  exhibited 
to  tiie  spectators,  a  practtce  to  his  mind 
Vioat  ez^ceptionable,  when  it  was  consi-* 
dered,  tbat  it  was  calculated  to  excite  only 
disgust  in  some,  compassion  in  others,  and 
brutal  apathr  in  a  third  class.  Mr.  Justice 
Blaclgstone  bad  said,  that  the^  practice  of 
ombowelling  had  been  discontinued,  but 
k  was  well  worthy  of  consideration*  who* 
tber  sa  shocking  and  ignominioos  an  in-' 
flktion  ought  to  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  eicecntioner.  The  judges  had  not 
the  power  of  remitting  any  par^  of  this 
prescribed  judgment,  for  in  the  case  of 
captain  Walcot*  who  was  convicted,  in 
the  year  1683,  of  being  concerned  in  the 
Kye  House  Plot,  tlie  jvNlgment  was  set 
aside  op^n  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
S^illiam  S,  because,  altboagh  the  en^ 
boweliing  and  burning  had  been  directed, 
the  words  ^pso  vitaue  had  been  omitted. 
These  expresrions  were  pronounced  by 
tbat  bigh  tribunal  to  be  an  essential  part 
•f  the  judgment,  without  which  it  baa  no 
legal  validity  whatever.  It  was  argued, 
«« tbat  never  any  judge  was  knov(fn  to  re- 
qnhre  that  the  man's  bowels  should  be  burnt 
while  be  was  alive^  and  that  the  same  was 
impossible  to  be  executed/'  To  which  it 
was  answered,  '*  that  to  have  bowels  cut 
out  tMle  alwe  was  the  most  severe  part  of 
the  punishment,  and  therefore  ought  not 
to  be  omitted :  that  to  pretend  that  the 
judgment  ceald  not  be  executed,  was  to 
hmiga  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  all 
the  judges  and  king's  counsel  in  all  reigns : 
thai  the  strict  execution  was  not  imprac- 
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ticable,  for  tbat  tradKion  said,  that  Har- 
rison, one  of  the  regicides  of  Charles  the 
1st,  did  ni|>unt  himself,  and  give  the  exe- 
cutioner a  box  on  the  ear  after  his  body 
waa  opened."  Ought  then,  this  po« 
nisbment  to  remain  to  revolt  the  feelings 
of  mankind,  and  famish  foreigners  with 
a  reproach  against  oufYiational  character  ? 
Ooghi  the  terrors  of  a  vain  threat  to  be 
displayed  in  the  hour  of  the  wretched  of-* 
fender's  fate,  to  bereave  him  of  his  under- 
standing ?  Ought  the  question,  whether  a 
man  shall  perish  instantaneously,  or  by 
slow,  bitter,  and  protracted  torments,  to  be 
left  to  the  decision  of  the  executioner  ^ 
He  was  ready  to  admit,  tbat  at  latter  pe- 
riods no  such  horrible  exhibitions  were 
exhibited,  except  by  ai:cident,  and  sucb 
instances  had  occurred ;  but  sorely  it 
could  never  be  endured^  with  any  degree 
of  patience,  that  the  unfortunate  wretch 
who  was  doomed  to  suQ^r  deatb  shoukl  be 
exposed  to  the  most  horrid  tortures  by  the 
«ei«  inattention  or  carelessness  of  an  exe- 
cotioner,  while  the  judge  had  no  discre- 
tion whJBttever.  ^t  was  true,  that  from  the 
increasing  humanity  of  the  present  times, 
the  dreadful  sentence  of  the  law  waa 
seldom  put  into  execution :  but  whatothec 
effect  coold  it  produce,  be  would  ask,  but 
that  of  frightening  the  wretched  culprit, 
when  all  those  barharitiea  were  denounced 
against  bim  by  the  judge  I  Nor  was  this 
the  only  evil;  the  judges  coidd  use  no 
discretion  in  those  cases  i  they  w^re 
bound  to  pronounce  the  dreadful  sentence 
of  the  law,  while  the  mitigation  of  punish- 
ment was  \e(i  to  the  care,  and  the  aggra^ 
vation  to  the  negligence,  of  the  exe- 
cutioner. Nor  were  the  additional 
cruelties,  sometimes  esercised  on  thos^ 
occasions,  always  to  be  attributed  to 
negligence.  Lord  Bacon  had  recorded, 
that  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  they 
were  generally  excused  by  the  barbarities 
practised  in  other  Countries ;  and  Camden 
related,  that  in  Babington's  conspiracy, 
when  fourteen  individuals,  found  guMty  of 
•  high  treason  in  that  reign,  were  left  for 
execution,  the  seven  first  whosuflered  were 
so  cruellv  tormented,  that  ''the  queen 
being  informed  of  the  severity  used  in  the 
executions  the  day  before,  and  detesting 
such  cruelty,  gave  express  orders  that 
these  should  be  used  more  favourably  ; 
and  accordingly  they  were  permitted  to 
hang  till  they  were  quite  dead,  before  they 
were  cut  down  and  bowelled."  He  wa/i 
sorry  to  say,  that  in  the  last  rebellion  in 
the  yeat  174^/  *uch  wall  tbe  sute  of  in- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


667]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,     Sir  Samuel  RmiUy$  Criminal  Law  MU.     [SOS 


flammation  which  men's  passions  had  at- 
tained, that  a  Mr.  Townley  was  executed 
in  the  plenitude  of  those  attending  dis- 
gusting  barbarities  which  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  reprobaUon  of  the  House. 
After  hanging  six  minutes  he  was  taken 
down  and  laid  on  the  block,  but  still  shew- 
ing signs  of  life,  the  executioner  struck 
him  oa  the  breast,  and  finding  this  not 
suiftcient,  proceeded  to  cut^his  throat.  He 
was  afterwards  emboweiled  according  to 
the  letter  of  the  law.  The  origin  of  this 
cpmmon  law  judgment  he  had  not  been 
able  to  trace  higher  than  the  reign  of 
Edward  1,  when  David,  prince  of  Wales, 
and  the  celebrated  Wallace,  were  exe- 
cuted for  having  bravely  and  heroically 
maintained  the  interests  and  defended  the 
independence  of  their  native  land.  The 
burning,  in  cases  of  petty  treason  and 
wichcraft,  long  remained  a  disgrace  on  the 
statute  book ;  it  had  been  repealed  in  the 
one  instance,  and  blessed,  he  said,  be  the 
memory  of  the  man  who  had  procured  the 
abrogation  of  the  dreadful  edict.  He  in- 
tended then  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill,  *'  to  alter  the  punishment  of  high 
treason ;''  and  also  for  another  Bill  **  to 
take  away  the  corruption  of  blood  as  a 
jconsequence  of  attainder  of  treason  or 
felony."  This  corruption  of  blood  he 
l>cggcd  leave  to  observe  was  quite  a  dis- 
tinct thing  from  forfeiture,  and  was,  in- 
deed, a  subject  on  which  great  diversity 
of  legal  opinion  had  prevailed.  It  con- 
sisted in  incapacitating  the  person  attaint- 
ed of  devising  his  property,  it  left  him  in 
fact  without  an  heir,  or,  in  technical  lan- 
guage, disqualified  him  from  tracing  a 
pedigree.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man said  he  should  be  ashamed  to  take 
up  any  more  of  the  time  of  the  House, 
.although  he  could  quote  several  passages 
of  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  in  favour  of  his 
opinion,  and  concluded  with  moving, 
**  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
repeal  so  much  of  the  said  Act  as  takes 
away  the  benefit  of  clergy  from  persons 
privately  stealing  in  any  shop,  warehouse/ 
coach-house,  or  stable,  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandizes,  of  the  value  of  five 
shillings,  and  for  more  ei&ctually  prevent- 
ing the  crimes  of  stealing  privately  in 
shops,  warehouses,  coach-houses,  or  sta- 
bles." 

The  Solicitor  General  (sir  William  Gar- 
row)  said  he  did  not  propose  to  enter  at  large 
into  the  question  in  this  early  stage ;  but 
as  he  was  not  in  parliament  when  his  hon. 
mid  learned  friend  brought  bis  Bill*  for- 


ward, he  hoped  the  House  would  indulge 
him  while  he  made  some  general  observa* 
tions  on  the  principles  by  which  his  hon» 
and  learned  friend  appeared  to  be  actuated^ 
although  he  certainly  did  not  mean  to 
oppose  his  motion.  He  confessed  himself 
totally  unprepared  tp  speak  on  the  subject 
of  punishment  in  cases  of  high  treason,  as 
he  had  not  understood  before  that  thia 
would  form  a  part  of  the  propositions  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  yet  he  would 
say  that  the  barbarous  punishment  so- 
loudly  and  pathetically  complained  of, 
was  merely  nominal ;  and  as  to  the  cor* 
ruption  of  blood,  it  bad  been  devised  to 
deter  men  from  committing  such  a  heinoua 
crime,  for  it  was  well  known  that  indivi* 
duals  whom  no  human  or  divine  law  could 
keep  in  bounds,  were  restrained  from 
crime  by  the  consideration  of  the  fate 
which  awaited  their  helpless  orphans. 
As  to  the  first  proposition  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  he  certainly  agreed,  that  i£ 
the  obligation  of  strictly  interpreting  and 
literally  enforcing'  the  provision  of  the 
criminal  law  were  imposed  on  the  judges, 
no  one  man  would  accept  an  office  which 
would  convert  the  assizes  into  shambles. 
But  if  discretion  must  be  vested  some- 
where, where  <:ould  it  be  so  safely  reposed 
as  with  the  judges  of  the  land  ?  always 
reserving,  too,  an  appeal  to  the  fountain  o£ 
mercy— an  appeal  which,  whenever  good 
cause  could  be  shewn  in  support  of  it,  bad 
never  been  made  in  vain.  With  respect 
to  the  alleged  necessity  and  severity  of 
transportation,  he  might  be  pennitted  to 
say  a  few  words ;  and  possibly  6e  could 
not  do  better  than  to  relate  what  had  come 
under  his  own  immediate  observation. 
He  had  at  times  been  called  upon  to  assist 
the  judges  at  assizes.  In  one  instance  a 
man  bad  been  tried  for  stealing  a  piece  off 
timber  in  the  night  time,  and  had  been 
convicted.  The  sentence  to  be  inflicted 
by  the  law  was  transportation  for  seven 
years;  but  if  the  judge  had  been  cona- 
pelled  to  insist  on  the  infliction  of  that 
sentence,  under  the  peculiar  circamstancea 
of  the  case,  it  must  nave  made  his  situation 
miserable  indeed.  The  prisoner  was  a 
poor  but  industrious  tailor;  every  body 
bore  testimony  to  his  good  character,  even 
the  prosecutor  himself  was  constrained  to 
say  that  he  believed  him  to  be  the  most 
industrious,  and  excellent  creature  living. 
When  called  on  for  hisdefence,and  to  state 
why  he  had  committed  the  theft,  the  poor 
man  said,  '*  It  is  true  that  I  stole  the  piece 
of  timbcr.at  I  was  retorning  home  from  my 
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ehib;  and  I  intended  to  make  stools  of  it 
for  tny  poor,  sick  children/'  Snch  was 
the  feeling  on  the  judge,  after  having 
heard  all  the  heart-rending  circumstances, 
that  he  instantly  and  rapnily  said  to  the 
prisoner — ^*  I  hope  your  appearance  here 
will  be  of  no  detriment  to  you  hereafter — 
it  ought  not  to  be— you  have  suffered 
much  already— go  hence,  and  bless  the 
laws  which  have  enabled  the  judge  to  ex- 
ercise some  discretion  on  your  case: — 
Gaoler,  discharge  the  prisoner !"  What 
would  have  been  the  situation  of  the  judge 
bad  there  been  any  written  scale  of  law 
which  most  be  applied  to  such  a  case  ?— 
Would  not  any  further  punishment  than 
this  poor  man  had  already  received  have 
been  too  much  ?  This  case  applied  to 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred;  yet 
there  were  instances  in  which  it  was  ad- 
Tisable  for  the  security. of  society  to  exert 
the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law.  He  could 
not  but  lament  that  the  present  motion 
had  been  brought  forward ;  yet  knowing 
the  high  and  honourable  mind  of  his 
learned  friend,  he  felt  convinced  that  it 
bad  been  the  result  of  honest  conviction, 
not  from  a  mere  desire  of  making  com- 
plaint. He  meant  not  to  impute  any  thing 
like  blame.  He  lamented  that  any  such  mo- 
tion had  been  introduced  into  that  House^ 
for  there  were  persons  out  of  doors  who 
might  think. that  there  was  much  ground 
for  complaint.  His  hon.  and  learned  friend 
bad  told  them,  that  he  verily  believed  a 
recent  occurrence  would  not  have  taken 
place,  had  the  Bill  proppsed  by  him  suc- 
ceeded, alluding  to  the  conviction  and 
subsequent  petitioning  in  favour  of  those 
persons  who  had  stolen  a  great  quan- 
tity of  silk  on  the  river  Thames.  He 
however,  difiered  from  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  in  such  opinion.  He  ad- 
mitted that  it  would  be  most  horrible  if 
the  letter  of  our  penal  code  were  to  be 
abided  by  in  every  instance,  for  there  were 
many  cases  where  to  inflict  the  punish- 
menu  prescribed  by  the  statutes  for  the 
ofience  would  be  little  short  of  the  most 
barbarous  cruelty.  It  was  now  death  for 
stealing  on  a  navigable  rivet  to  the  amount 
of  40f . ;  and  there  were  many  cases  where 
it  would  be  acting  mercifully  by  society 
to  inflict  the  punishment  to  the  utmost 
letter  of  the  law — cases  which  developed 
regular  plans  and  deep-laid  conspiracies ; 
which  formed  some  of  a  series  of  depreda- 
tions that  were  carried  on  daily  and  night- 
ly to  the  apparent  disregard  of  all  law. 
,When  the  ringleaders  in.  such  violations 


of  good  order  and  law  were  caught,  was  it 
not  right  that  they  should  be  punished  as 
examples,  out  of  mercy  toothers,  to  deter 
them  from  committing  similar  offences  ? 
Such,  then,  was  the  character  of  the  case 
which  had  been  alluded  to.  There 
were  to  be  seen  deep-laid  plans,  and  the 
effects  of  widely  extended  corruption. 
Those  who  had  the  care  of  the  property' 
had  been  corrupted  to  abandon  their  duty 
towards  their  masters,  and  the  law  by 
which  they  had  been  tried  had  said  that 
the  offence  was  capital.  They  had  been 
tried  before  as  conscientious  and  as  intel- 
ligent a  judge  as  ever  sat  on  the  bench 
(Mr.  Baron  Thompson),  one  in  whom  it 
might  well  be  said  that  all  could  behold 
the  perfection  of  a  judge.  After  a  patient 
trial,  which  lasted  three  days,  they  had 
been  convicted.  On  that  occasion  the 
assistance  was  had  of  all  the  persons  emi- 
nent in  the  law  ;  and  the  learned  Recorder 
of  London,  as  was  customary,  had  lain  a 
minute  report  of  the  case  before  the  sove- 
reign authority.  In  the  privy  council 
every  circumstance  of  so  important  a  case 
was  minutely  canvassed  ;  and  the  anxiety 
of  the  royal  mind  on  all  occuions  to  ren- 
der judgment  in  mercy  was  well  known. 
Indeed,  the  anxiety  of  the  royal  mind  to 
save  the  life  of  that  unfortunate  criminal 
on  whom  sentence  of  death  had  been 
passed  could  only  be  known  to  those  who 
had  witnessed  its  eff*ects,  and  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  communicate  even  a  fiiint  idea  of 
that  anxiety.  He  had  heard  the  late  Re- 
corder (Adams),  speak  with  great  delight 
and  enthusiasm  of  the  excessive  anxiety 
of  his  majesty  to  save  the  lives  of  crimi- 
nals; and  for  that  purpose  he  would  re- 
peatedly question  as  to  the  law  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  all  in  fa- 
vour of  the  criminal.  But  what  was  to  be 
done  when  a  desperate  gang  were  brought 
before  the  tribunal  of  justice  to  answer  to 
the  violated  laws  of  their  country  ?  Was 
there  no  difference  between  the  measure 
of  their  guilt — their  capability  to  do  in- 
jury to  society,  and  that  individual  who 
might  have  committed  a  similar  offence 
for  the  first  time  firom .  absolute  poverty, 
and  without  having  been  in  concert  witb 
any  one  ?  But  it  was  said  respecting  the 
robbery  on  the  Thames,  that  the  jury  had 
afterwards  petitioned  his  royal  higtinest 
the  Prince  Regent  for  a  mitigation  of  the 
punishment— a  proof  of  their  notions  of  its 
unnecessary  severity.  Some  of  the  crimi- 
nals had  families— others,  wives— and 
others^  fathers  or  mothers  dependent  om 
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them  for  bretd.  Na  man  had  m  higher 
ireaeration  for.  the  trial  by  j^ry  than  be 
bad,  and  fop  ibote  who  composed  the 
j^ies  of  this  country.  Few  men  had  seen 
more  of  the  proceedings  in  criminal  coarta 
Ihan  be  had;  bat  after  thirty  years'  tx^ 
perience,  be  bad  not  fcoowa  six  instanoea 
where,  bad  be  been  of  the  jury,,  he  shooJd 
Bot  have  felt  himself  bound  to  determine 
precisely  as  the  jory  had  determined*. 
Bat  after  they  had  brooght  in  their  ver- 
dict, they  were,  like  other  men^  accessible 
to  pity.  The  doors  of  the  jnrymea  might 
afterwards  be  crowded  by  the  ckiaghters,. 
Ihe  sons,  or  the  mothera  of  those  who  had 
been  eonvicted,  praying  tfaeic  interforence* 
They '  woald  admit  the  justice  of  the  con« 
▼iction^-tfaey  would  acknowledge  tbe  of- 
fence of  their  relatives;  bat  they  woaM 
«dd-^<*  you  cannot  wish  them  to  expiate 
their  crimes  with  their  lives-^you  cannot 
derire  that  they  should  be  banged ;  think, 
lhes»  oa  our  feelings  for  tb<^  who,  we 
belkve,  amy  be  saved  if  you  will  petkioo 
Ike  Prince  Regent.  You  will  not  refuse 
1^  sign  this  paper— life  is  valuable  to  tbe 
vieaoest  being  that  crawls  !''  Thank  God  f 
lew  Bnglisbmen  could  withstand  such  an 
appeal  aa  bhis  I  The  Fetition  was  signed 
under  those  ctrcumstancea,  and  was  for- 
warded to  the  fountain  of  mercy,  where  it 
iroiild  always  have  due  effect  if  a  fair  case 
were  asade  mi.  While  assisting  the 
judges  at  assise,  it  was  once  unfortunately 
lus,  duty  to  pass  sentence  of  death  on  six 
individuals,  some  of  whom  he  could  not 
leave  for  execution,  and  of  course  no  sueb 
•rder  was  left.  But  such  feeling  tpwarda 
the  Unhappy  individuals  could  not  be  com* 
aianicatcd  to  them.  The  consequence 
was,  when  he  was  about  to  leave  tbe  town 
tbe  carr^ge  wheels  were  beset;  and  there 
were  fond  prayers,  calling  on  him  **  for 
God's  sake  not  to  leav^  the  criminals  for 
execution  1''  It  was  asceruined  that  those 
svbo  were  offering  up  the  petitions  so  fer- 
vently, were  actmdly  the  prosecutors; 
«nd  they  admitted  ihe  offence,  and  the 
justice  of  the  sentence,  but  said  that  the 

Kr  men's  lives  ought  to  be  spared — for 
was  valuable.  Such  had  ever  been 
ftbe  caae,  and  if  the  judges  were  not  so  to 
run  a  race  of'  bumanity  with  the  prosecu- 
tors, their  carnage  wheels  would  be  so 
obstructed  that  they  would  be  unable  to 
move*  It  had  the  bqypiest  e&oto,  it  com- 
municated mercy  te  those  who  merited  it, 
while  the  law  was  to  be  called  into  action 

Jinst  greater  oflfenders.    The  severity 
the  law  was  not  loo  much  for  some 


casea;;  for  the  uim»st  ngour  was  some* 
times^called  tbe  out  of  mercy  to  society* 
He  sbouM  not  detain  tbe  House  longer  on. 
tbe  ppeseni  ocoasfon^  aa-  there  would  be 
fortber  opportunitiea  to.  examine  the  pro- 
posed bills  o€  his  hon»  and  learned  friend  ; 
he  had  now  addressed  tbem.  for  the  solo 
purpose  of  cloing  eway  that  prejudi- 
cial impression  whicb  might-  be  made 
on^  tbe  public  uaind,  bad  the  statement 
gone  forth  to  the  world  without  aeme  ob« 
servations  being  made  upon  it. 

Mr.  Franklami,  alladhig  to  the  remark  o^ 
tbe  hen.  and  learned  mover,  that  thia. 
country  waa  reproacbed  by  foreigners  foe 
tbe  barbarity  of  ita  criminal  code,  observ- 
ed, that  tbey  expressed  such  opinion  front, 
a  knowledge  of  our  criminal  law,  without 
knowing  how  it  was.  administered*  Had 
they  seen  the  manner  in  whicb  those  lawa 
were  administered,  tbey  never  could  have* 
expressed  such  opinion.  Adverting  to  the. 
punishnarent  of  the  pemons  convicted  oC 
stealing  silk  on  the  river  Thames,  he  ex* 
pressed  the  extreme  regret  that  be  folt  at 
hearing  his  hon.  and  karned  (riend  aajr 
that  the  crime  was  aggravated  by  tM 
value  f>§  tbe  corannodity  stolen^  Witb 
respect  to  tbe  general  jurisprudence  of  tfao 
country,  every  endeavour  was  made  to. 
govern  strictly  by  tbe  law,  in  spite  of  the 
difficulty  wbich  existed  in  doing  so ;  nor 
were  thom  extraordinary  interpositinna 
umtal  whicb  in  despotic  countries  were 
habitual.  He  hoped  the  new  parliament 
would  apply  itsalf  diligently  to  this  sub- 
ject, thsft  it  would  consider  the  actual  si» 
tuatien  of  tbe  country,  and  that  it  would 
aUow  tbe  continuance  of  that  kind  of  dia* 
cretfon  on  the  part  of  the  judget,  ffoaa 
which  so  much  public  benefit  bad  hitherto 
been  derived. 

Sir  S.  BomHfy,  in  reply,  expressed  bit 
hope  that  he  had  not  been  so  misunder- 
stood by  the  House  in  general,  as  he  was 
sorry  to  observe  he  bs^  been  by  his  two 
honourable  and  learned  friends,  who  had 
attributed  to  him  many  propositions  whicb 
were  by  no  means  his,  but  which  be  con» 
Sfdered  to  be  as  mischierous  as  tbey  con- 
sidered them.  He  wished  particularly 
that  bis  boni  and  learned  friend,  the  Soli^ 
cltor  General,  would  take  the  trouble  t€ 
informing  himself  more  correctly  as  to  bia 
opinions,  and  he  would  find  that  they 
were  as  opposite  as  night  and  day  to  those 
which  he  had  ascribed  to  him.  His  hon. 
and  learned  friend  seamed  to  imagine  that 
he  was  not  disposed  to  allow  the  judg^ 
any  discration.    Ndw  really  if  his  boa. 
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and  leamed  friend  hadt  paid  the  alightesl 
aUeniMD  to  the  proceedkiga  in  parliainenti 
on  this  subject;  if  he  bad  read  any  of  the 
uaautbenticated  accoimtsof  those  proeeed- 
iags^f  he  bad  examinad  any  of  the  bills 
•  wiiicb  he  bad  bad  the  honour  toialroduce 
into  the  House,  be  would  have  been  sensi- 
ble of  the  misconcaptton  under  wbicli  he 
mas  laboortng.  He  could  not  help  re- 
gretting to  see  every  misrepresentatioA  of 
bis  sentiments  canght  at  and  applauded 
by  those  who  might  ba?e  be^  better  in- 
fenned  oa  the  sabject.  Had  be  in  the 
slightest  degree  censured  the  oondemna* 
tions  of  the  persons  convicted  of  stealing 
sUk  on  the  river  ?-«-quite  Ike  reverse. 
Andyety  to  what  other  purpose  than  to 
indttca  it  to  be  believed  that  he  bad  done 
so»  waa  the  panegyric  on  Mr.  Baron 
Thompson,  in  praising  whose  talents, 
learning  and  character,  he  couiti  vie  with 
his  hon.  and  learned  fkiend,  or  with  any 
man  in  that  House  ?  He,  by  no  means 
accused  bis  hon.  and  learned  friend  of  a 
wish  to  misrepresent  him.  He  was  sure 
that  be  had  -no such  intention;  bufsoch 
was  the  case.  The  fact  was,  that  be  bad 
adduced  the  case  to  show,  that  although 
the  jurymen  bad  no  doubt  of  the  guilt  of 
the  criminals,  tbey  entertained  a  doubt  of 
the  propriety  of  a  punishment  evidently 
so  dissonant  to  their  feelings.  'In  proof  of 
this bewould read tbe'Petition'which  they 
had  addressed  to  the  Regent  on  the  sqI>- 
ject;«^The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
here  read  a  part  of  the  Petition  in  quesliott. 
-k^Beverting  to  the  misconceptions  which 
were  entertained  6f  his  object,  he  observed 
that  among  them  was  the  absurd  supposition 
that  he  was  desirous' of  getting  rid  of  all 
punishments  whatever.  All  that  he  con- 
tended fer  was,  that  it  was  worse  than  use- 
less to  allow  punishments  to  remain  on  the 
statute  book  which  were  too  severe  to  be 
enlbrced.  Such  a  practice  led  to  a  relax-^ 
ation  of  ihfi  law  itself.  It  bad  been  the 
muversal  opinion  of  all  wise- and  reflecting 
men,  that  the  certainty  of  a  mild  punish- 
ment .was  better  calculated  to  repress 
guilt,  than  the  slight  chance  of  one  more 
severe.  The  hon.  gentleman  near  him 
had  accused  him  of  holding  strange  ppi- 
nionson  the  subject  of  capital  punish  ments^ 
Ha  did  not,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
conceived,  set  up  the  humanity  of  foreign- 
ers at  the  expence  of  >that  of  the  English 
natma«  And  with  respect  to  another 
point,  ^t  of  taking  vakie  into  considera- 
tion, in  estimating  the  quantum  of  punish- 
m^'-nt,  ha  must  say  if  be  waa  vrrong  in  this. 
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that  he  was  so  in  good  company.  It  \ 
no  new  doctrine,  nor  one  of  his  making, 
but  might  be  found  in  the  works  of  a  very 
learned  man,  sir  'Henry  Spelman,  who  in 
a  celebrated  passage  bad  affinmed  long 
since, '« that  as  all  other  things  had  grown 
dearer,  the  liie  of  man  had  grown  cheap* 
er/'  And  he  must  still  contend,  that 
value  was  certainly^  be  considered  as  an 
aggravation.  What  he  had  stated,  waa 
not  from  any  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House,  but  to  set  the  hon*  gentlemep 
righ^by  whom  he  had  beeamisrepresentedk 
or  mistuderstood. 

The  Solicitor  'Gmerd,  in  explanation 
said,  that  he  and  his  hem.  and  learned 
friend  agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  car* 
rying  tbe  sentence  of  the  law  into  effect 
in  tM  case  of  the  silk  stealers  last  year  on 
the  river  Thames.  He  must  also  allow, 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  in  hia 
clause,  left  discretion,  enough  to  the 
judges. 

Mr.  BaihurU,  as  he  was  the  onVy  indivi* 
dual  present  of  that  bod^  whose  duty  it 
was  to  advise  the  sovereign  with  respect 
to  the  infliction  of  capital  punishments  ; 
and  as  so  much  had  been  said  of  the  case 
of  the  persons  wbo  had  been  convicted  off 
stealing  silk  on  the  ThanMS,  begged  per« 
mission  to  ofier  a  few  words  on  the  sob« 
ject.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  disclaimed  any  intention  of  imputing 
blame  to  the  judge  in  that  case  in  the  dis- 
charge of  bis  legal  duty;  but  did  he  re* 
collect  that  the  opinion  of  a  judge  was 
also  always  tidcen  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
priety of  enforcing  a  capital  punishment  ? 
The  fact  was,  that  the  case  in  question 
was  one  of  systematic  depredation  on  the 
part  6f  persons  connected  with  the  con* 
veyance  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
mercantile  property  of  the  port  of  Lon* 
ddn.  Adverting  to  what  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  the  Solicitor  General,  had 
said  of  the  scrutiny  which  his  majesty  had 
always  been  in  the  habit  of  personally  in- 
stituting into  the  case9  of  those  unfortunate 
individuals,  whose  crimes  had  subjected 
them  to  the  sentence  of  death,  be  ob- 
served, that  the  same  description  would 
have  been  strictly  applicable  to  the  con- 
duct of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
Kent  on  similar  occasions.  As  to  the  ad- 
dress of  the  jurymen  who  had  tried  the 
silk  case,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  knew  the  person 
by  whom  it  had  been  drawn  up.  He  did 
not  believe  the  Petition  to  have  be^n 
drawn  up  by  the  peraens  by  whom  it  was 
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signed,  nor  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, bat  by  some  one  of  his  friends. 

Sir  S.  Romiify,  in  explanation,  warmly, 
and  upon  his  honoar,  protested  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  origin  of  the  Petition. 
One  of  the  jurymen  had  called  at  his 
chambers  two  or  three  days  before  the 
execQtion  of  the  sentence  of  the  law,  to 
say  that  sach  an  address  had  been  sent 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  and  to  ask  if  any 
thing  coald  be  done  to  support  it.  His 
reply  was,  that  nothing  could  be  done, 
but  that  he  had  ^no  doubt  all  proper  at- 
tention would  be  paid  to  the  subject.  He 
had  forgotten  this  afiair  until  a  day  or 
two  ago,  when  he  applied  for  and  obtained 
a  copy  of  the  Petition.  He  repeated, 
that  he  bad  not  the  most  distant  concep- 
tion by  whom  the  address ,  was  written,  it 
was  a  very  ordinary  and  nngrammatical 
production,  by  no  means  above  the  level 
of  the  powers  of  composition  of  a  common 
tradesman. 

Mr.  Ba/Attfsf  denied  having  asserted  or 
insinuated  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman knew  any  thine  about  the  Petition. 
He  certainly  had  understood  that  it  was 
written  by  a  gentleman  in  habits  of  in- 
timacy  with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, and  who  took  a  similar  view  of  the 
subject  under  discussion. 

Mr.  Ifyder  was  glad  to  hear  the  senti- 
ments which  he  had  so  often  expressed  on 
the  question  before  the  House,  confirmed 
by  the  Solicitor-General,  who,  it  must  be 
allowed  by  all,  had  more  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  criminal  law  than  any  man 
in  parliament.  In  bis  opinion  the  circum- 
stances attendant  on  the  case  of  the  de- 
predators on  the  river  afforded  the  most 
ample  proof  of  the  advantage  of  allowing 
the  law  to  remain  on  the  statute  book,  for 
th^  purpose  of  being  enforced  on  proper 
occasions. 

Leave  was  then  granted  to  sir  S.  Romilly 
to  bring  in  his  three  Bills. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  February  18. 

Addrbss  respecting  the  War  with 
America.]  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
papers  relative  to  the  War  with  America, 

£aii  Bo/Atirif  rose  and  observed,  that  Uie 
correspondence  on  the  table  with  the 
United  States  of  America  was  very  volumi- 
nous, but  he  had  the  satisfocti^n  to  state  that 
he  should  not  have  to  trouble  the  House  at 
any  length  upon  it.  To  enter  at  length  into 


the  correspondence  was  indeed  wholly  un- 
necessary. There  might  be  dtfierences  of 
opinion  on  many  points  occurring  in  the 
course  of  the  correspondence;  there, 
mi^ht  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
policy  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  or  the 
policy  of  repealing  them,  bat  he  was  sa- 
tisfied there  could  be  but  one  opinion  in 
that  House,  approving  of  the  conduct  of 
government  in  rejecting  the  propositions 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  the  necessity  of  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war.  The  Address  which  he 
should  have  the  honour  to  move,  was  con- 
fined to  these  points,  and  did  not  enter 
into  any  matter  which  was  likely  to  lead 
to  a  difference  of  opinion.  It  became 
necessary  to  enter  into  some  detail,  whicb 
he  would  do  very  briefly.  Early  in  May 
last,  there  bein^  reason  to  apprehend  that 
it  was  the  object  of  the  American  go- 
vernment to  instigate  our  cruizers  to  acts 
of  hostility,  in  order,  by  means  of  them,  to 
incite  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
call  for  a  war  with  this  country,  instruc- 
tions were  sent  out  to  our  commanders  on 
that  station  cautiously  to  abstain  from  any 
act  of  aggression.    Instructions  were  also 

[sent,  that  if  war  was  declared  by  the 
American  States,  our  commanders  should 
immediately  consider  the  war  as  com- 
menced and  act  accordingly,  and  that  they 
should  blockade  de  fado  the  Chesapeake 
and  the  Delaware.  The  difiTerence  be- 
tween a  blockade  dc  facio  and  a  blockade 
by  notification  was,  that  in  the  former 
case  vessels  could  only  be  captured  by  the 
actual  force  employed,  but  in  a  blockade  by 
notification  all  vessels  going  to  or  coming 
from  the  port  blockaded^  were  liable, 
after  warning,  to  capture.  It  was  incum* 
bent  on  the  government,  in  this  case,  to 
resort  to  no  other  than  a  legitimate 
blockade^  and  that  he  did  not  consider  a 
legitimate  blockade,  where  the  belligerent 
carried  on  trade  with  the  port  blockaded. 
That  a  blockade  by  notification  was  not 
therefore  earlier  resorted  to  arose  from 
these  circumstances ;  that  there  was  a 
contract  for  the  supply  of  flour  to  the  pe- 
ninsula from  the  American  ports,  groat 
part  of  which  flour  remained  in  Uiese 
poru;  that  our  West  India  islands  also 
looked  to  the  American  ports  for  supplies 
which  they  wanted;  and  that  subse- 
Quently,  in  August,  manufactured  goods 
irom  this  country,  to  the  amount  of 
5,000,000/.  were^  exported  to  America. 
To  have  resorted,  therefore,  to  a  blockade 
by  notification,  wouM  have  interropte4 
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the  rapply  of  iloar  to  the  peninrala ;  the 
supply  of  our  own  West  India  islands,  be* 
fore  they  could  make  other  arrangements^ 
and  the  passage  of  our  own  manufactures. 
After  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
about  which  he  should  not  now  give  any 
opinion,  instructions  were  sent  to  Mr. 
Foster,  founded  upon  that  event;  and 
upon  intelligence  reaching  this  country  of 
the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United 
Sla^tes,  it  was  thought  better  to  send  in- 
structions to  sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  to 
propose  an  armistice,  in  order  that  fresh 
causes  of  war  might  not  arise  out  of  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  and  in  the  expec- 
tation that  a  pacific  result  would  be  thus 
more  advantageously  brought  about. 
The  propositions  madfe  on  the  part  of  the 
American  government,  wduld  be  seen  in 
the  correspondence ;  and  it  would  be  ob- 
served, that  there  was  in  truth  no  difPer- 
enee  between  the  propositions  made  by 
|lr.  Russell  here,  and  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Monroe  in  America.  In  each  case  we 
were  called  upon  to  suspend  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  impres.^ment,  in  order  that 
some  regulations  might  be  suggested  that 
should  be  an  efiectual  substitute  for  it ; 
but  if  they  could  not,  then  what  was  to 
follow  ?  War  was  to  follow ;  and  then  we^ 
were  called  upon  to  give  up  our  ancient 
and  undoubted  right  of  impressment— a 
right  hitherto  exercised  without  dispute. 


and  of  .the  most  essential  importance  toj  sumed  dtfierent  names,  by  order  of  the 
our  maritime  superiority,  or  we  were  told!  commander  of  the  vessel,  and  no  disappnw 
we  could  not  be  at  peace  with  America/   bation  of  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  this 


This  was  the  substance  of  both  proposi 
tipns.  There  was  no  assignable  reason 
wiy  the  War  should  have  been  commenced 
by*the  government  of  the  United  States 
at  the  precise  moment  they  chose  (the 
grounds  alleged  for  it  being  the  same  that 
had  been  urged  for  three  months  before,) 
except  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  expected 
immediate  advantage.  This  advantage 
which  they  hoped  for,  was  in  intercepting 
our  homeward-bound  fleet  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  for  this  purpose  commodore 
Riggers  sailed  immediately  upon  this  de- 
claration of  war.  By  the  judicious  ma- 
nagement of  our  force  in  that  quarter,  our 
fleet  was  protected,  and  commodore 
Sodgers  returned  disappointed  to  port. 
It  was  this  disappointment  which  pro- 
bably rendered  the  tone  of  the  propositions 
made  by  Mr.  Secretary  Monroe  more 
conciliatory  than  that  adopted  here  by 
Mr.  Russell;  but  still  the  propositions 
were  in  substance  the  same.    We  were 
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called  upon,  therefore,  to  surrender  our 
right  of  impressment;  for  that  was  the 
fact.  If  any  regulation  could  have  been 
resorted  to,  to  serve  as  an  adequate  substi- 
tute for  the  exercise  of  that  right,  surely 
in  the  course  of  the  last  ten  years,  some* 
thing  might  have  been  done.  But  during 
the  whoie  course  of  that  period  nothing 
had  been  suggested  by  the  American  . 
government  that  could  in  any  way  be  equi- 
valent to  us  to  our  right  of  impressment* 
On  the  contrary  that  government  had 
shown  a  disposition,  on  various  occasions,  to 
obstruct,  in  every  way,  our  recovery  of 
our  oym  seamen  who  had  deserted.  In  the 
case  of  the  Chesapeake^  undoubtedly, 
blame  was  imputable  to  us;  but  how  stood 
the  case  in  its  drcumstancei  ?  Several  of  our 
men  had  deserted;  the  desertion  being  ac- 
companied by  acts  of  mutiny,  they  were 
demanded  from  the  Chesapeake,  and  it 
was  solemnly  denied  that  any  such  per* 
sokis  were  on  board.  Application  waa 
made  to  the  American  government,  and* 
after  some  time,  the  government  denied 
that  any  such  men  were  in  the  service. 
Application  was  again  made  to  the  officer 
commanding  the  Chesapeake,  who  de* 
clared,  upon  his  honour  as  an  officer,  thai 
no  such  men  were  on  board.  Yet,  when 
the  Chesapeake  was  boarded  by  the  Lec^ 
pardj  these  very  men  were  found  on  boards 
and  taken  away  by  force,  they  having  \ 


officer  in  this  transaction  bad  ever  been- 
expressed  by  the  American  government. 
Upon  another  application  to  the  American- 
government  they  had  declined  to  interfere, 
alleffing  as  a  reason  our  conduct  with  re- 
gard to  the  desertion  of  a  man  from  the 
ship  Constitution  at  Spithead.  Yet  how 
stood  the  case  with  regard  to  this  man  ? 
It  appeared  from  his  statement  that  he 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  that  he  had  been  fof 
several  years  in  the  British  merchant  ser- 
vice>  that  whilst  belonging  to  a  British 
merchant  vessel,  and  being  on  shore,  he 
was  made  drunk  and  carried  on  board  the 
American  vessel  Wasp;  that  he  stated 
himself  to  be  a  British  seaman,  and  de- 
sired to  be  released ;  but  this  was  refused^ 
and  he  was,  on  repeating  the  demand,  ac- 
tually put  in  irons.  He  was  afterwards 
removed  on  board  the  Constitution  and 
kept  in  irons  for  some  time ;  he  contrived, 
however,  to  make  his  escape,  but  was  pur* 
sued  to  a  considerable  distance,  brought 
back*  and  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and 
(2P) 
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dlbonghiiMwiiighiinielfto  be  a  BrUith 
aeMiMUw  SQBtooced  to  h%  flogircd  for  deser* 
lion.  He  Afterwards  made  bis  escape  froon 
ike  CoostHotioo  when  that  ship  was  at 
Spithead,  Yet  this  was  ibe  case  that  the 
AinericiQ  govemmeDt  chose  to  set  up  as 
an  apologjr  for  not  doiag  justice  in  casas 
where  a  It^^tinate  complaiot  was  made  on 
Qtw  part»  for  the  tocauragemenl  given  to 
seamep  deserting  from  oer  Tessals*  These 
facta  shewed  th»  disposition  of  the  Ame* 
nem  government  lo  be  really  hostile  to 
Ihi9  coantry^  whilst  tbeir  never  having 
been  able  to  explain  er  suggest  what  re« 
filiations  cott&d  effecuially  itand  in  the 
place  off  onr  right  of  impressment^  proved 
the  impracticability  of  any  such  regula- 
lioos»  The  government '  of  the  United 
States^  besides,  chimed  a  right  hitherto 
nnheard  of  in  any  xitber  country,  that  of 
eancellingtheaU^sianeeofsttbjecisof  other 
stales.  It  would  be  at  oBce  seen  ihpt  he 
alMed  In  their  practice  of  granting  lettert 
of  natmralisatton.  To  obtain  kttevs  of  na- 
tMralitfattoo  in  the  United  States^  ail  that 
was  re^isite  was  the  proof  of  five  years 
fnsideBQa  there,  whether  possessed  er  any 
property,  or  not,  lor  whiob  purpose  pfoe& 
migfot  readily  be  fabricated,  and  no  cou'- 
taary  interest  existed  in  the  courts  to  in- 
vestigate them.  Two  persons  also  staling 
themselvea  to  be  citisCens  of  the  United 
Statee,^and  vouching  hr  a  third  to  he  a  ci- 
tiflon.  before  any  magistrate,  in  any  part  of 
the  United  Stales,  obtained  him  a  certifi« 
eaie  of  dtisensbipi.  These  practices  were 
of  the  utmost  Importance  in  considering 
Ihisquestiea;  because  it  was  dear,  fi^m 
«n  examination  of  the  papers^  that  in  their 
objections  to  the  right  of  smpvessraent, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  made 
BO  diatinptioQ  between  Ameriean  citinens 
haHi,  and  citiaens  there  mede  by  letters  of 
naturalisation  and  certiftsates  of  dtiaen- 
ahip.  It  became  th«efere  a  <|aesti<in  in* 
iNihring  the  dleareat  rights  and  interests  of 
this  country.  Upon  the  right  of  impress*. 
ment  depended  onr  maritinie  greatness 
end  mperiority^  and  still  more  when  vns 
were  ai  war  with  other  states.  This,  e«v 
undoubted  right,  the  American  govern- 
ment new.  disputed,  and  ofered  to  us  no* 
MMig  but  an'uncoaditienal  surrender  ef 
that  right,  or  war.  W»r  with  tbem,  theee- 
fore,  we  meat  ham,  ssid  he  tmsled  the 
nnaniuBens  vole  ef  that  Hanse  wmM  serve 
to  cenvisK)ethe  people  ofthe  United  States, 
that  what  waa  held  out  to^iem  by  their 
|;ovemment,  of  a  great  dieision  of  opinion 
m  thisoeunti;y  iqpeo  the  snbfeot,  waa  ut^ 


tefly  falladoos.  Let  is  shew  that  We  were 
not  base  enough  to  sacrifice  to  trade  the 
honour  and  the  interests  of  the  country. 
Let  us  shew  that  y^e  were  not  improvident 
enough  to  sacrifice  lo  commerce  that  ma« 
ritime  superiority  which  could  alone  en* 
able  as  to  carry  on  commeroe  with  advan- 
tage. The  noble  earl  concluded  with 
moving, 

"  That  an  humble  Addrem  be  presented 
to  hie  royal  highness  the  Prince  Kegent,  to 
acquaint  his  I&yal  Highness  that  we  faatoa 
taken  into  our  consideration  the  Papere 
laid  before  us  by  his  Eoyal  Highness'a 
command,  relative  to  the  late  Discusnona 
with  the  Government  ofthe  United  Statea 
of  America : 

<'  That»  whilst  we  deeply  regret  the 
feilure  of  the  endeavours  o^  his  Royal 
Highness  to  preserve  the  relations  of  peace 
and  smity  between  this  country  and  the 
United' States,  we  entirely  approve  of  dm 
resistance  which  has  been  opposed  by  hia 
Royal  Highnesa  to  the  ui^^*^^^  P'^ 
tensions  of  the  Americen  government 
being  satisfied  thatthoae  pretensions  ceuM 
not  be  admitted  without  surrendering  some 
of  the  mo^  ancient,  undoubted,  and  im- 
portant rights  of  the  British  empire  : 

**  That,  impressed  as  we  are  with  these 
senttmenis,  and  fully  convinced  of  the 
justice  of  the  war  in  which  his  Majesty 
bas  been  eompeiled  to  engage,  his  Royal 
Higbnem  may  rdy  on  our  meet  zealoua 
and  cordial  support  in  every  owasum 
which  may  be  necessary  for  proseenting 
the  war  with  vigour,  and  for  bringing  it 
to  a  safe  and  hfrneurable  termination." 

The  Marquis  ef  Leasdbttne  rose  to  ex* 
press  his  satisfaction  at  the  course  which 
the  noble  secretary  of  state  had  adopted^ 
in  confining  the  Address  merely  to  the 
approval  of  the  ruction  of  the  propesi- 
tsotts  made  by  America,  with  respect  t» 
the  right  of  tadttng  our  own  seamen.  Much 
as  he  lamented  many  of  the  past  transac- 
tfons  between  this  country  and  America, 
especially  tbemode  in  which  the  Orders  in 
Cennctl  had  been  reealled ;  yet  he  admitted 
that  it  wass»ot  at  all  necessary  to  advert  t^ 
these  topics,  in  order  io  Jndge  ofthe  pro- 
priety of  the  present  Address.  Thi  ques« 
tion  now  was,  vrhether,  when  the  Orders 
in  Coondl  IumI  been  at  last  revoked.  Ante* 
rica  had  met  us  with  a  corresponding  dis« 
position  to  come  to  an  amicable  arrange* 
ment  ?  for  though  the  Orders  in  Coundi 
were  not  the  sole  ground  of  complaint 
with  Aoserica,  yet  he  did  |iot  find  tha^ 
there  appeared  any  ether  bar  lea  friendif 


Digitized  by  VjQOQIC 


Sol  J         ^mdNu  tttfH€Mg  ike  Witt  with  wMliff* 


Fk«.  1^  tSIf. 


'^ 


[«» 


mcoomflfdAtiott.  He  bt4>  tAitrefioit,  cer- 
ttiniy. expected,  that  wheM  this  was  re*- 
moved,  Anmrica  woiild  hare  xetorned  lo 
SQch  a  pacific  disposition  as  woald  have 
pafed  the  way  foir  the  adjustitaeiit  of  ether 
difiereiices.  Adrertiog  to  the  impress- 
moDt  of  oor  ewA  seameo,  he  stated  that 
be  coatd  not  peroeive  that  there  was  any 
difiereace  in  r^ard  to  the  principle,  the 
dispate  was  aboet  certain  abuses  which 
were  alleged  to  exist  in  the  practice. 
The  principle  might  be  admitted,  that  we 
bad  a  righi  to  the  aUeglance  of  our  own 
•nl^ects;  bet  it  would  be  justly  added, 
ihat  we  ooght  not  to  extend  that  in  prao* 
tioeseflMr  as  to  press  American  seamen 
into  onr  service  :  and  there  could  be  no 
doubt  bat  weonght  to  endeavour,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  prevent  any  such  abuses. 
In  a  qoefction,  then,  involving  so  much 
national  prejudice,  it  was  essential  that  the 
parties  should  meet  with  a  disposition  mu- 
tually to  conciliate.  He  could  not  yet 
abandon  the  hope  that  means  mightslill  be 
found  far  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  for 
.placing  that  peace  upon  a  permanent  foot- 
ing ;  and  he  was  glad  to  find  somo  mani* 
festation  of  such  a  disposition  lo  enter  into 
discossiou  for  that  pkirpose,  both  in  the 
propositien  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  sir  John 
Borlase  Warren,  and  in  the  Declaration  jof 
the  Prince  Regent ;  though  he  admitted 
that  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Modroe  was 
not  such  as  could  with  propriety  have 
been  accepted.  But  he  was  pleased  to 
find,  that  no  unwillingness  had  been  ex- 
prKjised  on  oor  part  to  consider  and  dis- 
cuss any  propeeition  for  the  object  which 
Aoserica  had  in  view,  and  whkh  it  was 
certainly  incun^ent  on  the  American  go- 
vernment to  .propose,  and  state  distinctly, 
before  tbey  called  upoo  us  to  abandon 
our  present  mode  of  exerctsiag  an  un- 
doubted right^-«»He  had  heard  much  of 
the  hostile  disposition  of  the  American 
government  towards  this  country ;  and  he 
was  sorry  to  see,  in  these  papers,  some 
ground  for  the  charge.  He  regretted 
also,  that  soch  an  advantage  had  been 
given  to  the  government  of  dragging  the 
popular  opiniA  along  with  it,  in  that 
liOBtile  disposition.  If  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil had  been  sooner  recalled,  be  was  con- 
vinced that  this  war  would  never  have 
taken  place ;  for  it  appeared  from  these 
papers,  that  it  would  lutve  been  impossi- 
ble for -the  government  of  America  toi 
have  get  the  people  to  second  its  views. 
When  we  talked  of  the  hoatiledispositlon  of 
>i/m  Amaricaii  garernmea^  we  ougbt  lo 


consider  what  was  tkenatureof4hatgovem»> 
ment.  If  there  Was  any  country  in  the  worhl 
where  puUic  opinion  bad  an  i^mediete 
operation  oe  the  government,  it  was  Am^ 
rica.  if,  thei^  twenty  years  ago,  the  dia* 
position  of  America  was  known  to  be 
highly  favourable  to  this  country,  we 
ot^t  to  review  our  own  conduct  and 
policy,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there 
was  any  thing  in  that  conduct,  to  give 
jnst  occasion  for  the  hostile  disposition 
which  was  now  sa^d  to  exist.  In  all  oor 
transactions  with  foreign  countries^  and 
especially  with  America,  we  ought  to 
study  the  temper,  disposttion^  and  even 
prejudices  not  only  of  the  governments, 
but  of  the  people ;  not,  however,  with  a 
view  to  surrender  our  own  right^  but  to 
conciliate,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
tbe  interests  and  honour  oE  our  own  coma- 
try,  the  good  opinion  both  of  the  ruleiv 
and  tbe  subfoets  of  other  conntrie6.i— Bat 
while  he  recommended  a  mild,  temperate, 
and  conciliating  conduct,  in  time  of  peace, 
he  was  far  from  recommending  a  slow  and 
dilatory  mode  of  carrying  on  war.  When 
srar  had  ono^  commenced,  there  was  no 
resource,  but  a  vigorous  and  determined 
proeeootion  of  it^in  order  to  bring  it  to  a 
speedy  and  favourable  conclusion*  The 
want  of  this  proper  vigour  in  the  proseoi>- 
tion  of  the  war  was  palpable,  and  deeply 
to  be  lamented ;  for  if  there  was  any 
thing  more  calculated  tn  generate  con- 
tempt and  confidence  in  an  enemy,  it^as 
the  union  of  lofty  pretennon  with  insnf- 
ficient  means  and  dilatory  execotmn* 
Some  time  ago  it  was  imagined  on- all 
bands  that  ih  the  event  of  a  war  with 
America,  the  first  operation  would  be  the 
destruction  of  her  navy.  What  the  foot 
bed  turned  out  to  be,  he  was  almost 
ashamed  to  mention.  If  any  one  were 
asked,  what  had  been  the  success  of  onr 
navy  in  this  war,  he  wouU  unfortonatelf 
find  some  difficulty  in  giving  an  answer. 
Yet,  if  ever  there  was  a  contest  where  we 
ought  to  have  been  weU  prepared,  where 
we  had  ever^  advantage  in  regard  to 
naval  means,  it  was  this  contest  with  Ame* 
rica,«-*a  contest  oommenoing  at  a  time 
when  oar  navy  was  almost  liberated  from, 
every  otheroccupation— when  there  could 
have  been  no  difficaky^  surely ,  in  sending 
out  a  force  capable  of  coping  with  tbe 
American  squadron— a  navy  so  inferior, 
so  inexperience  and  so  perti^cUy  known 
in  all  iu  parti.  But  after  the  experience 
of  a  year,  we  were  at  last  tardily  preparing 
&eli^  when  we  might  on  the  first  deck- 
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ration  of  war  hare  so  well  langht  the 
Americans  of  the  disadtantages  under 
which  they  must  labour  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  hostilities.  On  tbctt  head  he  had 
much  to  regret^  but  he  admitted  that  this 
was  not  necessarily  connected  with  the 
present  proposition.  He  agreed  that  our 
own  government  was  well  justified  in  call- 
ing for  a  distinct  statement  of  any  propo- 
sition which  America  had  to  propose  for 
discussion,  and  that  therefore  the  proposal 
made  by  Mr.  MonroQ  was  not  satisfac- 
tory. He  coul^,  not,  then,  refuse  his  a9- 
sent  to  the  present  Address :  but  at  the 
tame  time  be  hoped  the  government 
would  evince  every  disposition,  without 
aacrificinff  the  honour  of  the  country, 
which  he^was  disposed  to  rate  as  highly 
as  any  man,  to  come  to  some  amicable 
Arrangement  in  regard  to  the  practice  of 
Impressing  our  seamen  from  American 
ahil>8!t  without  abandoning  the  principle. 

Viscount  MehilU  defended  the  conduct 
of  the  Admiralty,  contending,  that  an  am- 
ply sufficient  force  was  on  the  American 
station  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war,  and  that  at  that  time  no  addi- 
tional force  could  have  been  spared  from 
other  services.  Would  the  noble  lords 
have  had  the  American  ports  blocksuled 
before  a  declaration  of  war  ?  A  sufficient 
force  was  stationed  there  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  protection,  and  when  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  war  arrived,  every  exertion 
was  made  to  send  a  reinforcement,  since 
which  a  large  reinforcement  had  been 
sent*  If  it  was  meant  to  be  urged  that 
our  force  should  prevent  any  squadron 
from  sailing  from  an  enemy's  port,  it  was 
evidently  asking  what  was  in  itself  impos- 
sible. '  The  utmost  that  could  be  done 
was,  to  render  it  a  matter  of  extreme  dif- 
ficulty for  an  enemy's  squadron  to  get  out 
of  port.  Once  out  they  might  do  us  a 
temporary  mischief;  but  the  utmost  that 
could  be  done,  was  to  protect  our  convoys 
with  such  a  force  as  to  render  the  attack- 
ing them  nearly  a  hopeless  task.  He  was 
satisfied  whenever  the  detail  was  entered 
into,  that  it  was  capable  of  the  best  proof 
that  the  force  on  the  American  station,  at 
the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
was  dimply  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes 
required  of  it;  and  he  most  positively  as- 
serted, that  at  that  period  no  additional 
force  could  be  spared  from  other  quarters. 
The  only  quarter  to  which  he  could  ima- 
gine the  noble  marquis  to  allude  was  the 
Baltic,  and  from  thence,  unquestionably, 
at  that  time  no  force  >  could  be  spared. 


He,  therefore,  maintained  that  erery  exer- 
tion had  been  made  by  the  Admirallly 
of  which  the  force  of  the  country  was  ca* 
pable. 

Marquis  WclMity  said,  be  most  cordial- 
ly  and  sincerely  coocorred  in  the  obfccts 
of  the  Address,  which  he  thought  wiBely 
and  judiciously  drawn  up ;  first,  that  the 
war  was  a  most  just  war ;  secondly,  that 
the  objects  of  the  war  were  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  rights  and  interesto  of 
this  country ;  and  thirdly,  that  it  ought 
to  be  prosecuted  with  vigour  and  ability. 
There  might  be  some  difierences  of  opi* 
nion  as  to  the  points  connected  with  the 
progress  of  the  negociation,  but  to  those 
he  woukl  not  now  advert.  His  chief  ob- 
ject was  to  look  for  the  vigorous  and  able 
conduct  of  the  war,  but  where  was  he  t6 
find  the  proofs  of  that  ability  which  was 
so  essentially  necessary  ?  The  noble  vis- 
count had  asked,  would  ^u  have  block* 
aded  the  porte  of  the  United  States  before 
a  declaration  of  war  ?  Certainly  not;  but 
was  there  not  reason  to  believe,  from  the 
disposition  of  the  American  government, 
that  war  might  be  suddenly,  as  it  had 
been,  most  hastily  and  inconsiderately, 
declared ;  and  would  not  men  of  wisdom 
and  ability,  or  even  of  mere  common 
sense,  have  taken  care  to  provide  a  force 
on  the  station  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  that  it  might  be  ready  to 
act  upon  any  emergency.  It  had  been 
said,  that  instructions  had  been  sent  to 
our  admiral  to  dispose  his  force  to  act  with 
efiect  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war; 
but  where  was  the  wisdom tof  sending  in- 
structions to  act,  without  the  meana  of 
acting  with  effect*  An  inadequate  force 
was  stationed  there,  and  then  a  parade 
was  made  of  sending  instructions  to  this 
admiral  to  adopt  active  measures  of  hosti^ 
lity  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war, 
whilst  the  means  of  carrying  into  efiect 
those  measures  were  not  placed  at  his  dis^ 
posal.  He  trusted  a  time  wouki  come, 
and  that  very  shortly,  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  mode  of  conducting  this  war.  He 
trusted  also,  that  it  would  be  carried  on 
with  a  vigour  and  ability  cooMnensorate' 
to  the  importance  of  ~  the  objects'  at  stak^ 
and  not  upon  ^the  principles  propounded 
by  the  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

The  Earl  of  lAoerfocA  could  not  help 
expressing  his  satisfiMtion  at  what  had 
been  conceded  that  night,  namely,  that 
the  war  on  the  part  of  America  bad  been 
a  war  of  passion,  of  party  spirit,  and  not 
a  war  of -policy,  of  intereat»  or  aectsaity. 
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coltare>  in  aric,  and  prosperity,  to  the  i 


Without  entering  into  details,  there  was 
oae  observation  which  he  roust  make  on 
the  sabject  of  impressing:  seamen,  which 
bad  been  made  the  chief  ground  of  com- 
plaint. The  right  claimed  by  us  on  that 
Bead  was  undoubted,  yet  it  was  at  the 
same  time  liable  to  abuse.  But  if  the  war 
bad  proceeded  from  the  abuse  of  that 
ri^ht,  should  we  not  see  those  parts  of 
America  calling  for  war  which  must  in 
that  case  have  been  most  aggrieved  by 
the  unjust  exercise  of  that  right ;  whereas 
we  found,  that  from  the  sea-ports  of  Ame- 
rica, from  all  the  eastern  states,  there  came 
a  loud  and  general  cry  against  the  war. 
No :  the  declaration  for  war,  the  strong 
passion  for  it,  the  settled  aversion  to  peace, 
the  determined  hostility  to  this  country  ori- 
ginated in  those  states  who  could  have  no 
possible  feeling  of  interest  on  the  subject 
of  impressing  seamen.  With  their  know- 
ledge of  the  disposition  of  America  to  this 
oountry,  his  Majesty's  ministers,  though 
fltill  desirous  of  peace,  had  thought  it  right 
to  be  prepared  for  war,  and  they  had  made 
such  preparations  for  it,  they  had. assumed 
such  an  attitude  as  was  consistent  with 
the  other  interests  of  the  country,  and  the 
other  arduous  contests  in  which  we  were 
engaged.  The  noble  marquis  had  brought 
forward  a  charge  that  some  of  the .  ene- 
my's ships  had  escaped.  For  his  own 
part,  it  was  matter  of  surprise  and  wonder 
to  him,  not  that  ships  now  and  then 
escaped  the  vigilance  of  our  commanders, 
bat  how  they  were,  taken.  If  we  looked 
to  the  great  naval  light  of  this  country 
(he  need  hardly  mention  the  name  of  lord 
Nelson),  if  we  recalled  the  most  brilliant^ 
period  of  her  annals,  to  what  accidents^ 
must  we  not  attribute  it,  that  the  French 
fleet  twice  escaped  the  vigilance  of  his 
pursuit,  and  landed  an  army  of  40,000 
men  in  Egypt.  In  the  commencement  of 
the  present  vrar,  the  combined  fleets  of 
the  enemy  had  escaped  from  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar,  had  proceeded  to  India,  and 
on  their  return,  coming  out  from  the  bay 
of  Trafolgar,  had  furnished  the  occasion 
for  that  victory  which  stamped  immorta- 
lity on  the  name  of  the  hero  who  achieved 
it.  He  mentioned  these  circumstances  to 
do  away  the  imputation,  of  imbecility 
which  had  been  thrown  out»  He  would 
only  at  present  detain  their  lordships  with 
one  reflection  more*  It  was  true  that 
neutral  states  were  liable  to  certain  incon- 
veniences, but  they  also  possessed  great 
advantages  over  others.  America  owed 
htr  advancement  in  pppolation^  in  .agri- 


curity  and  protection  aflbrded  her  by  Great 
Britain,  to  the  dominion  of  this  country 
over  that  vast  element  which  separated 
her  from  European  power  and  jealousy. 
Although,  therefore,  she  might  have  had 
wrongs,  although  she  might  have  had 
grounds  of  complaint,  although  she  might 
have  had  pressing  provocations,  yet  she 
ought  to  have  looked  to  this  country  as 
the  guardian  power  to  which  she  was  in* 
debted,  not  only  fcft  her  comforts,  not  only 
for  her  rank  in  the  scale  of  civilization, 
but  for  her  very  existence.  From  the 
papers  now  laid  before  the  House,  from 
every  page  and  line  of  those  papers,  it 
would  appear  that  she  had  constantly 
shewn  the  strongest  4)artiality  towards 
France.  It  was  important  that  this  fact 
should  be  known ;  for  it  must  eventually 
have  the. effect  of  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
inhabitants  ef  both  countries  to  th6  con- 
duct and  motives  of  the  American  go- 
vernment. 

Marquis  Welleiley  said,  it  was  far  from 
his  intention  to  ground  a  charge  of  mis- 
conduct against  ministers  on  the  escape  of 
certain  ships:  his  objection  had  gone 
distinctly  to  the  mode  of  stationing  our 
naval  force  on  the  American  coast,  and  to 
the  limited  extent  of  that  force  so  em- 
ployed. 

Lord  Holland  found  himself  compelled 
to  break  through  that  unanimity  which 
had  been  so  anxiously  desired  that  night, 
and  also  to  state,  very  briefly,  the  grounds 
on  which  he  should  withhold  his  assent 
.  firora  the  Address.  He  admitted  that  the 
war  on  the  part  of  America  was  a  war  of 
passion,  and  not  of  necessity :  but  he  re« 
gretted  that  the  Address  bad  been  so 
worded  as  to  imply  that  the  American  go- 
vernment had  peremptorily  insisted  on 
our  surrender  of  the  right  of  impressing 
seamen,  and  to  this  he  could  not  agree  on 
the  face  of  the  evidence.  A  proposal  to 
explain  and  adjust,  was  not  a  proposal  to 
surrender.  From  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  it  appeared  that  the  shades  of 
difference  on  the  subject  were  so  nice, 
that  he  himself  was  not  without  hopes  that 
they  might  still  be  done  away.  The  noble 
Secretary  of  State  was,  he  conceived,  not 
correct  in  stating,  thatno  country  had  ever 
claimed  authority  over  naturalized  subjects* 
A  statute  of  the  2d  of  queen  Anne  was  then 
lying  on  their  table^  which  eiUended  the 
protection  of  this  country  to  any  person  in 
an^  state  of  Europe  taking  the  oath  <^  al- 
legiance to  the  British  goyemmenfi.    H 
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the  sentionenu  of  the  Amertcmn  j^ern* 
inent  were  not  greatly  altered  iioce  be 
had  the  honour  of  negociating  with  then, 
they  were  very  ready  to  make  conces- 
sions in  this  point.  Had  any  member  of 
Congress^  of  equal  eloquence  with  the 
noble  lord,  drawn  tuch  a  picture  of  the 
tuiferingt  of  the  friends  and  parents  of 
the  seamen  detained  by  this  coontry,  as 
the  noble  lord  had  presented  on  the  other 
side,  be  should  ha?e  thought  it  would  have 
pr(Mloced  a  spirit  in  th^t  country,  the  re- 
verse of  a  disposition  to  peace  or  concilia- 
lion.  He  couid  not  vote  for  the  Addreu, 
but  he  should  not  move  to  leave  out  the 
*  words  which  formed  ihe  ground  of  his  ob- 
jection, because  such  an  amendment  might 
be  improperly  construed  into  a  disappro- 
bation of  (%e  claim  itself,  which  was  the 
iuHect  of  controversy. 

The  Earl  of  itorott^,  after  the  decla- 
ration of  the  Boble  lord  who  had  just  sat 
down,  tW  the  hostility  of  America  origi- 
nated in  passion,  and  not  in  reason,  felt 
himself  at  a  loss  to  cobjectore  to  what 
part  of  the  Address  the  noble  lord's  objec- 
tions could  apply*  He  was  ready  to  at- 
tribute those  objections  rather  to.  a  mi- 
croscopic eye,  too  fond  of  seeking  after 
ttinute  shades  of  difference,  than  to  a 
jaundiced  mind,  taking  a  tincture  ftrom  its 
own  prejudices,  and  discolouring  the  ob- 
ject of  its  contemplation.  The  right  of 
impressing,  which  was  of  such  infinite  im- 
^  portance  to  the  vital  interests  of  this  coun- 
try, had  been  required  to  be  surrendered 
on  certain  conditions,  not  as  the  price  of 
peace,  bu>  as  the  price  of  an  armistice. 
No  longer  ago  than  June  18 II,  Mr.  Foster 
had  expressly  declared  that  the  American 
government  could  make  no  distinction 
between  n^ive  and  naturalized  subjects. 
If  the  American  government  were  deter- 
mined to  act  up  to  the  spirit  of  this  decla- 
ration, in  other  words,  to  assert  their  right 
to  make  every  subject  of  this  realm  a  de- 
eerter  and  a  Waiter,  it  was  impossible  that 
peace  should  ever  return— war  mitet  be 
eternaL 

Lord  HoUand  explained.  He  said  that 
one  great  point  had  been  entirely  lost 
sight  of,  which  was,  that  there  were  rights 
on  the  part  of  America,  and  rights  bel^g- 
ing  to  this  country.  What  the  Americans 
demanded  was,  that  we  should  enter  into 
a  negociation  to  adjust  and  fix  the  bounda- 
ries of  those  rightsT  By  consenting  to 
-suspend  the  exercise  of  a  right  for  a  cer- 
tain period,  we  did  not  agree  to  surrender 
it.    He  had  declared  that  the  Amerkiuil^ 


appeared  to  him  to  have  been  hurried  into 
acts  of  intonperance  and  passion,  but  w« 
ought  to  make  a  correct  statement  of  what 
those  acts  were ;  we  vrere  not  to  bring  ge^ 
neral  charges  against  them  of  which  there 
was  no  evidence. 

Lord  Enkme  disapproved  of  the  Ad« 
dress.  It  had  been  said  that  this  was  a 
war  of  passion  with  the  American  people. 
It  might  be  so ;  but  to  whom  was  that 
passion  to  be  originally  attributed,  by 
whose  conduct  was  it  excited  ?  A  war 
between  nations  might  be  compared  to  a 
quarrel  between  individuele« .  It  was  not 
enough  to  know  the  degree  of  pauion  or 
trritatioB  which  had  been  produced,  in 
order  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  quarrel* 
unless  we  at  the  same  time  kpew  the  ag- 
gravating circumstances,  the  insult  or  in- 
jury by  which  it  had  been  produced.  The 
noble  lord  could  not  ooasider  the  war  as 
the  consequence  of  the  question  of  the 
right  of  impressing.  It  osiginated  in  the 
forme;  irritations  between  this  country 
and  America  previous  to  the  Orders  in 
Council.  This  shewed  that  neither  thie 
country  nor  America  was  sincere  in  plac-  • 
ing  the  grounds  of  the  war  solely  on  thai 
question.  There  were  other  causes  whick 
stood  in  the  way  of  conciiiaiion,  and  no 
good  understanding  ceuld  take  place  be* 
tween  the  two  countries  till  these  were 
removed.  It  had  been  said  that  thisjwar, 
if  the  Americans  persisted  in  their  claims, 
mast  be  eternal*  If  so,  our  prospecia 
were  disheartening.  America  was  a  grow- 
ing  oooAtry-^ncreasii^  every  day  In 
numbers— « in  strength-— in  resources  of 
ever^  kind.  In  a  lengthened  contest,  all 
the  advantages  were  on  her  shle,  and 
against  this  country. 

The  JLortf  C9hiiMeUor  was  of  opinion  that 
the  last  topic  on  which  the  n<^  lord  had 
insisted,  was  the  only  justificaUon  which 
government  cookl  omr  for  having  delayed 
the  warwilii  America  so  long.  Itwaa 
their  sense  of  the  great  and  many  disad- 
vantages necessarily  attending  the  oontM, 
which  had  made  them  so  reluctant  to 
enter  into  it ;  and  in  the  same  spirit  of 
forbearance,  they  should  be  always  ready- 
to  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity 
of  returning  to  a  state  of  peace.  The 
right,  the  temporary  sarreoder  ol  whtoh 
at  least  was  made  the  wme  fua  mm  of  ne* 
gociation  by  the  Anwrkan  goverameal^ 
was  one  whioh  was  fieoamary  to  the  exi^ 
lence  of  this  coaatry,  and  tf  it  was  ever 
mens  necessary  to  it  at  one  time  than  vim^ 
thi^  ihiswatthepiBriod.    Thcee  wnanfr 
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qoesddn  tn  the  whole  cooise  of  his  poKti* 
eal  life  eo  which  he  bad  been  ciilled  to 
judge,  where  he  had  given  his  opinion 
OMKe  reluctantly  or  more  decidedly.  If 
Ibe  claim  of  nainra ligation,  insisted  on  by 
the  Americans,  were  allowed,  why  shoold 
it  not  be  made  by  other  conntries  ?  if  a 
residence  of  fire  years  established  the 
right,  why  should  not  a  residence  of  one 
ssonth  ?  It  would  thus  be  easy,  by  the 
•fier  of  impumty,  and  by  the  temptattoo 
"of  greater  pay,  to  seduce  our  seamen  into 
the  service  of  foreign  states.  Unless  Ame* 
rica  should  think  proper  to  alter  her  tone, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  national  diflBerences 
could  be  settled :  surely  never,  if  the  con- 
4kidn  €»f  conciliation  was  to  be  the  con- 
cetsioo  of  that  claim  which  was  the  life  of 
our  navy,  and  through  that,  the  life  and 
protection  of  the  country.  Was  it  not,  he 
would  ask,  a  sarprise  on  the  nation,  toBnd 
at  length  that  the  war  with  America  did 
not  arise  out  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  but 
^Fom  a  caase  'which  had  never  been 
dragged  into  the  discossion  while  there 
Iras  any  ^ing  else  to  talk  about,*— from  a 
ttau6  now  tntrodoced  merely  for  the  pur- 
nose  of  irritation,  and  as  a  pledge  of  their 
Bostile  tntentiona?  A»  an  adriaer  of  the 
crown,  he  wodd  never  consent  to  an  ar- 
BMitice  on  the  condition  of  appearing  to 
hesitate  about  ^  right  so  vitally  afife<»ng 
the  natioil,  that  its  ruin  might  ensue  in  a 
■Mmth  from  its  ooncession. 

The  Address  wasrthen  carried  without 
admsion. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

T%t(ft(%,  Feknuay  13. 

Pfi'TrrRms  agaimst  thb  Claims  or  m 
Cathoucs — FBOM  Waliiugpolrd — New 
Saium — AMD  AacnoBAcoN,  ice  OF  Mm* 
nLBSBX.]  A  Petition  of  the  corporation 
of  Wallingford,  Berks,  was  presented; 
aettsM  forth, 

^  That  the  petitioners  take  leave  hum* 
Uy  to  express  their  wishes  and  opinions 
«pon  the  great  question  which  at  present 
a»  aaifch  engagee  the  atteirtion  and  hiterests 
the  feelings  <^the  public,  the  demands  of 
the  BMnan  CatboRcs:  that  every 
jhooM  be  at  full  liberty  to  worship  the 


stance  it  does  not,  they  pray  the  House» 
as  a  branch  of  the  legislature,  to  take  such 
steps  as  shall  supply  a  remedy  ;  but  they^ 
beg  leave  humbly,  yet  earnestly,  to  state*.  ^ 
that  establishment  is  a  matter  of  quite  dif- 
ferent consideration ;  they  bear  no  ill-wilt 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  though  no  man 
can  deny  that  when  they  possessed  poli- 
tical power  they  used  it  oppressively;, 
the  petitioners  cannot  bat  esteem  every 
i^tempt  to  be  inauspicious  which  has  con«^ 
fessedly  for  its  object  an  alteration  of  any 
point  established  and  ratified  by  the  glo- 
rious devolution;  they  have  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  parliament  which  completed  . 
that  great  event  to  assert,  that  the  griev<» 
ances  which  were  then  complained  of  and 
recapitulated  by  them,  and  of  which  they 
employed  themselves  in  devising  the 
means  of  preventing  a  recurrence,  were 
utj^rly  and  directly  contrary  to  the  known 
laws,  statutes,  and  freedom  of  this  realm  ; 
the  execution,  therefore,  for  the  ^ure,  of 
the  laws  in  beii^  was  their  single  object^ 
and  the  single  mean  which  they  devised 
for  securing  this  point,,  was  the  exclusion 
from  political  power  of  all  such  persona 
as  were  not  firiendly  to  the  constitution^ 
and  refused  to  give  public  pledges  vof  their 
being  so ;  and  that  it  is  a  tact  which  can* 
not  be  denied,  that  since  the  Revolution 
the  nation  has  enjoyed  internally  greater 
happiness,  quiet,  and  security,  and  during 
that  period  the  public  functionaries  have  in* 
variably  and  exclusively  been  Protestants; 
and  praying,  that  the  laws  for  securing 
the  religion  established  in  this  Idngdom^ 
on  whim  the  petitioners  presume  to  think 
radically  depends  the  Ptotestant  socces* 
sion  to  the  throne,  and  the  permanent 
tranquillity  of  theempire,  may  undergo  w 
alteration.'' 

A  Petition  of  several,  tnhabitanta  of 
Lewes  and  place*  adjacent,  in  the  county 
of  Sussex,  waa  also  presented  ;  settin|^ 
forth, 

'^That  tbe  petitiopers  observe  with 
astonishment  and  alarm  the  persevering 
efibrts  of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  obiaia 
adosissionto  aU  oflices  of  trust  and  autbo- 
rity,  both  civil  and  militarjr/  and  to  the 
exercise  of  legislative  functions ;  and  thai 


Bivine  Being  in  the  way  vrhich  he  is  con*    it  is  with  nnieigned  satisfiiction  they  see 


vinoed  is  most  acceptable,  is  a  position 
which  the  petitioners  flatter  theasselves^ 
k  BOS  controverted  in  this,  country:  tole* 
ration  to  the  atmost  extent,  in  matters  df 
religion,  they  are  persuaded  ought    to 


their  follow  subjects  of  the  Romish  Church 
freed  from  all  pains  t^d  penalties  on  ac» 
,  count  of  their  religion,  and  in  the  full  en*  ^ 
;  joyment  of  the  blessings  of  toleration ; 
!  iMit  the  petitioners  feel  it  their  boonden 


exist:  they  believe  it  does ;  if  in  any  m-  {duty  not  only  to  thevisetvei,  but  to  poe* 
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terity  to  resist  their  endeavours  (notwith- 
standing the  numerous  concessions  already 
made  to  them)  to  get  possession  of  poli- 
tical power  and  legislative  authority,  and 
.thereby  to  destroy  that  Protestant  ascen- 
dancy to  which  the  people  of  this  country 
are  indebted  under  Providence  for  the  es- 
tabiishroent  of  their  liberties  on  a  firm 
and  solid  basis,  for  the  petitioners  consider 
it  asafiied  and  unalterable  principle  ^f 
our  glorious  constitution,  as  settled  at  the 
Kevolution,  that  the  legislative  and  exe- 
cutive ai^thorities  of  this  Protestant  coun- 
try, can  be  administered  only  by  Protes- 
tants; and  they  regard  the  laws  by  which 
that  principle  is .  established  as  no  less 
lacred  and  inviolable  than  Magna  Cbarta 
and  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  im- 
plore the  House  stedfastly  to  reject  all 
applications  for  the  repeal  of  those  laws." 

A  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Sarum  was  presented ;  setting  forth, 

^  That  the  petitioners,  justly  appreciat- 
ing the  inestimable  blessings  which  they 
enjoy  under  the  Protestant  constitution, 
by  law  established  at  the  glorious  Revo- 
lution, and  alarmed  at  the  restless  and  in- 
cessant attempts  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
to  be  admitted  to  offices  of  civil  power 
and  military  command,  notwithstanding 
the  complete  toleration  which  has  been 
already  conceded  to  them,  and  which, 
according  to  their  own  frequent  declara- 
tions, len  them  nothing  more  to  ask,  do 
most  humbly,  but  at  the  same  most 
ardently,  implore  the  House  to  protect  the 
Church  and  the  State  from  those  dangers 
with  which  they  are  both  of  them  equally 
menaced,  for  should  the  Petitions  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  or  rather  their  demands, 
for  what,  by  a  strange  solecism  in  lan- 

fuage,  is  termed  Catholic  Emancipation, 
e  complied  with,  the  petitioners  appre- 
hend that  their  views  and  expectations 
will  proceed  even  farther ;  and  that  they 
may  use  their  augmented  influence  and 
anthority  in  the  stat^,  even  to  re-establish 
that  system  of  civil  and  religious  thraldom 
from  which  the  wisdom  and  the  virtue  of 
our  ancestors  so  nobly  and  so  happily 
rascued  us  ;  and  that  to  the  truly  great 
men  who  besan,  and  to  those  who  at  sub- 
sequent and  different  periods  successively 
perfected  and  established  the  Reformation, 
the  petitioners  look  back  with  feelings  of 
increased  reverence,  admiration,  and  gra- 
titude, they  bequeathed  us  laws,  founded 
In  the  most  consummate  wisdom,  and  the 
.  pomidait  policy,  and  of  those  some  are  not 


of  a  temporary  nature/ but  are  fitted  to  all 
times  and  to  all  circumstances:  hence^under 
the  protection  of  those  laws,  this  nation 
has  enjoyed  uninterrupted  peace  and  un* 
exampled  prosjierity;  and  that^  forcibly 
impressed  with  these  sentiments,  the  peti- 
tioners do  most  confidently  hope  and  tmst, 
that  the  safeguards  of  the  ^constitution 
will  not  be  thrown  down,  but,  on  the  con* 
trary,  that  they  will  be  transmitted  un- 
changed and  unchangeable  to  the  latest 
posterity/' 

A  Petition  of  the  archdeacon  and  clergy 
of  the  archdeaconry  of  Middlesex,  in  the 
diocese  of  London,  including  the  parochial 
clergy  (as  well  exempt  as  otherwise)  of 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  with  the  deanry 
of  Braugbing,  Hertford,  and  the  dcanriea 
of  Harlow,  Dunmow,  and  Heddingham, 
Essex,  was  presented ;  setting  forth, 

<  *'  That  the  petitioners  are  informed  that 
a  Bill  is  shortly  to  be  offered  to  the  House 
for  removing  the  restrictions  that  are  now 
by  law  imposed  on  those  who  profess  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  in  Uiis  United 
Kingdom,  and  to  admit  them  to  all  offices 
of  trust  and  authority,  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary, and  even  to  sit  in  the  imperial  par- 
liament, and  to  legislate  for  a  Protestant 
Church  and  State  ;  and  that,  in  their  con- 
templation of  a  measure  so  deeply  in- 
teresting to  the  welfare  of  the  Church  at 
by  law  established,  the  petitioners  hare 
been  led  to  consider  whether  the  conces- 
sions hitherto  made  during  the  present 
reign  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
by  which  the  free  exercise  of  their  reli- 
lion,  and  other  important  civil  fights^ 
have  been  granted  to  them,  have  produced 
any  relaxation  in  the  principles  of  that 
Church ;  but  it  is  with  extreme  concern 
they  find  that  it  remains  as  hostile  to  the 
mild  temper  of  Protestantism,  that  it 
claims  the  same  spiritual  authority,  as- 
sumes the  same  infallibility,  and  considers 
all  Protestants  as  without  the  pale  of  the 
Christian  Communion ;  and  that  it  is  in 
all  respects  the  same,  whether  in  doctrine 
or  in  discipline,  as  at  the  time  when  these 
restraints  were  imposed,  the  open  and  un- 
disguised avowal  of  which  has  been  re- 
cently made  by  many  of  its  most  eminent 
spiritual  directors,  and,  what  is  particular- 
ly alarming  to  the  minds  of  the  petitioners, 
asserting  the  supremacy  of  a  foreign 
power  in  these  realms,  a  principle  not 
only  contrary  to  the  constitution  as  esta* 
blished  at  the  Revolution,  but  incompati- 
ble, with  the  first  prmciples  of  all  civil  ge* 
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▼eiBment;  ih»t  the  petitioiien,  wUlft 
they  are  sincerely  anxioat  that  their 
Christian  brethren  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  should  enjoy  every  kind 
and  degree  of  toleration  which  is  coo* 
sistebt  with  the  safety  of  the  constitution 
m  CliQrch  and  State,  feel  it  their  bonnden 
di|l!y,  as  ministers  of  that^pure  religion, 
the  secure  possession  of  which  they  regard 
as  the  first  of  blessings,  hombly,  bat  ear* 
nestly  to  express  the  conTiciion  they  feel 
that  the  laws  now  subsisting,  by  which  the 
Soman  Catholics  are  restricted  from  the 
exercise  of  legislatiTe  aathority  and  ciTil 
]^wer«  are  not  less  necessary  at  this  time 
than  they  hare  been  heretofore  found  to 
be  for  the  maintenance  and  security  of 
the  EsUblished  Church ;  and  praying, 
that  the  House  wilt  in  its  wisdom  continoe 
to  preserve  those  salutary  restraints  which, 
through  the  Divine  favour,  have  hitherto 
proved  the  firm  support  of  this  nation  and 
constitution  in  Church  and  State,  to  main- 
tain and  perpetuate  which  the  family  of 
our  revered  monarch  wa^  placed  on  the 
throne  of  thiskinedom." 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

AUDRBSS   BBSPXCTIMC   THE    WaB    WITH 

AuBBicA.]  Lord  Cattleret^ht  in  rising 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  most 
important  subject,  namely,  the  negocia- 
tions  which  had  preceded  the  present  state. 
ef  our  relations  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  tliought  it  necessary  to  remark, 
^at  it  was  not  the  ordinary  practice  of 
tile  ministers  of  the  crown  to  bring  before 
parliament  documents  for  the  purpose  of 
•bowing  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  ap* 
probation  of  the  legislature ;  and  if  those 
aow  laid  before  the  House  had  that  ten* 
dency,  it  would  be  recollected  that  the 
production  of  them  had  been  frequently 
requested,  and  pressed  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side.  His  Majesty's  ministers 
were  generally  disposed  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  pleasing  reflections  which  arose 
from  the  consciousneu  of  duties  iiilfilled 
and  zeal  employed  to  promote  the  public 
welfore ;  it  would  savour  of  arrogance  to 
obtrude,  themselves^^  the  details  of  their 
services,  however  meritorious  they  might 
be,  upon  the  notice  of  parliament,  and 
challenge  the  approbation  of  that  hleh 
tribunal,  how  forvently  soever  they  might 
desire  to  obtain  it.  The  correspondence 
now  submitted  to  the  House  comprehend- 
ed a  period  of  two  years  and  a  half,  and 
the  pemsid  of  these  various  papers  would 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


snSciently  show  how  little  mimten  wer« 
disposed  to  withhold  any  information  that 
could  be  in  the  least  satisfkrtory  to  th« 
House  or  to  the  public,  or  refuse  to  fornisls 
lights  by  which  their  own  conduct  might 
be  subjected  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny^ 
The  question  which  he  shouki  ground  on 
the  production  of  those  papers,  was  ene 
in  the  declsioo  of  which  the  character  of 
the  country  was  at  issue ;  and  as  it  wai 
therefore  of  the  utmost  consequence  that 
such  decision  should  be  the  result  of  the 
most  patient  and  cautions  deliberation,  ho 
would  cheerfolly  supply,  by  unreserved 
answers  to  any  interrogatories  that  might 
be  put  to  him,  such  information  as  might 
tend  to  elucidate  the  documents  on  the 
table,  and  render  the  result  of  inquiry  at 
full  and  mature,  as  it  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  community.  The  chief  point  tm 
which  the  attention  of  the  House  wonM 
be  directed  was,  whether  it  had  been  in 
the  power  of  ministers,  by  any  exertion, 
to  have  prevented  the  much*to-t>e-depre« 
cated  war  in  which  we  were  now  engaged  ; 
and  here  he  hoped  to  have  credit  from  the 
House,  when  he  said,  that  no  one  more 
sincerely  lamented  the  necessity  of  that 
war  than  he  did.  War,  in  its  most  fa- 
vourable aspect  calamjtous  to  a  country, 
was,  in  this  instance,  rendered  by  peculiar 
circumstances  doubly  calami^us.  Most 
sincerely  grieved  was  he  that  he  coeld 
but  too  well  make  out  for  the  satisfoction  of 
the  Houce  the  necessity  there  was  for  ex* 
tending  that  evil ;  for  exchanging,  in  out 
relations  with  thd  United  S^tes,  that 
peaceful  intercourse,  which  was  so  bene- 
ficial to  both  nations,  for  all  the  ills  which 
a  state  of  hostility  involves;  and  he  trusU 
ed,  that  in  the  sentiment  by  which  he  wu 
actuated,  his  colleagues,  the  parliament^ 
and  the  nation  at  large,  most  cordially 
participated.  Thi^  justice  was  obviously 
on  our  side,  was,  indeed,  a  mighty  conso* 
lation,  but  certainly  not  all-efficient  to 
subdue  the  sense  of  the  calamity  in  which 
the  severe  pressure  of  necessity  had  in- 
volved us.  But  was  a  feeling  of  this  n«» 
ture'to  lay  as  at  the  foot  of  an  enemy  who 
had  met  every  act  of  conciliation  on  our 
part  with  augmented  hostility  ?  He  trusted 
that  we  would  be  found  actuated  by  a  for 
different  spirit,  and  that,  after  having  de- 
plored the  infotuation  in  ihe  government 
and  population  of  the  United  States  which 
had  forcibly  drawn  us  into  the  contest,  w« 
should  turn  our  attention  to  every  meaoe 
by  which  unjust  aggression  could  be  most 
efiectually  repelled.  In  the  course  of 
(2Q5 
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what  ht  shoald  have  to  taboiit  to  the 
Ho«8e»  aad  hoot  the  docoments  before 
Ibem,  it  would  eppeer  very  |>iainly  that 
iiiinitters  had  not  wantonly  plunged  the 
<rountry  into  a  war  which  there  were  80 
many  motives  if -poasible  to  avoid ;  and  in 
having  at  length  recourse  io  it  that  they 
wese  compeUed  to  the  step  after  they  had 
by  repeated  atterapu  to  pVomote  a  pacific 
temper  in  the  enemy,  endeavoured  to 
avert  the  evil.  They  felt  confident  that 
they  had  carried  into  it  with  them  the 
leehngs  of  the  country  with  so  full  a  tide, 
that  it  would  be  prosecuted  with  a  vigour 
and  firmness  of  spirit  such  as  would  be 
■lost  likdy  to  promote  the  only  legitimate 
end  and  object  of  all  war — a  secure  and 
honourable  peace.  Nor,  indeed,  was  it  to 
be  despaired  thai  a  wise  and  firm  line  of 
policy  on  our  part,  together  with  a  candid 
and  temperate  discussion  of  the  differences 
which  had  arisen  between  the  two  nations, 
^igbt  have  a  more  extended  efiect  than 
that  of  confirming  our  own  people  in  a 
resolution  to  maintain  their  rights  unim- 
paired. It  was  difficult  to  suppose  the 
people  of  America  so  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
reason  as  to  be  utterly  unconscious  that  in 
the  intercourse  which  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  governments  of  the  two  coun- 
tries their's  bad  not  been  the  party  which 
had  held  justice  cheapest,  and  sought  the 
viost  eagerly  for  war ;  and  if  their  eyes 
were  once  opened  to  this  fact,  it  would  not 
be  an  unreasonable  expectation  if  we 
looked  to  their  calling  on  their  raleri  to 
desist  from  hostilities,  in  which  they  were 
likely  to  reap  neither  honour  nor  profit 
The  question  now  before  the  House  was 
•imply  this,  whether  the  country  was  or 
war  not  engaged  in  war  with  the  United 
States,  havuig  justice  on  the  side  of  Great 
Britain  ?  And  the  proposition  which  he 
meant  to  ground  on  their  decision  in  the 
affirmative  was,  that  an  Address  should  be 

S resented  to  bis  royal  highness  the  Prince 
legent,  calling  on  him  to  direct  a  vigo- 
xojus  prosecution  of  the  war .  with  the 
United  States ;  and  praying  him  to  repose 
the  fullest  confidence  in  the  support  of  his 
•parliament  and  people.  Of  the  negocia* 
tions  now  before  the  House,  he  had  to  ob- 
aerve  that  many  points  had  on  former  oc- 
casions occupied  much  of  their  attention, 
and  given  rise  to  discussions  of  no  incon- 
aiderable  length.  The  points,  therefore,  to 
which  he  would  more  particularly  draw 
4heir  attention  in  the  present  instance 
.-were  those  which  were  to. be  found  of  any 
^portance  in  the  Is^tter  stages  of  the  cor- 


respondence. They  wquld,  he  was  satis* 
fied,  easily  collect  from  them  the  neces- 
sity of  the  stand  which  the  government 
was  now  disposed  to  make,  and  would  con- 
sequently acquiesce  cheerfuUv  in  the 
proposition  with  which  he  should  conclude 
to  call  on  the  crown  to  engaee  with  spirit  ia 
the  contest,  confident  of  nnding  in  the 
people  a  determined  resolution  to  repel  the 
attacks  which  had  been  so  wantonly  mada 
on  them,  and  which  they  could  not  hare 
prevented  but  by  a  sacrifice  of  rights  ac- 
knowledged and  maintained  by  every  na- 
tion whose  intercourse  with  her  neigh- 
bours is  regulated  by  any  reference  to  a 
code  of  international  law.  They  would 
ascertain  th^^  every  possible  attempt  oa 
our  parts  had  been  made  to  brinfl  the 
American  government  to  reason,  and  that 
every  such  attempt  had  failed,  merely  be- 
cause there  was  to  be  found  in  that  govern- 
ment, supported  by  a  part  of  the  popula- 
tion entrusted  to  their  rule,  an  inordinata 
and  insolent  spirit  of  encroachment  which 
would  have  made  protracted  forbearance 
appear  like  imbecility,  and  would  have 
committed  the  honour  of  the  country,  the 
government  of  which  could  seem  insen- 
sible to  insult  so  freouently  repeated. 
This,  was  a  ^irit  which  had  seemed  to 
gain  strength  trom  every  fresh  concession, 
and  had  at  length  risen  to  a  height  which 
imperiously  called  for  resistance  from  this 
country,  if  the  preservation  of  her  rights 
and  her  honour  were  dear  to  her  children. 
We  had  gone  perhaps  as  great  lengths  as 
ever  nation  had  ffone,  to  evince  our 
anxiety  to  be  on  a  friendly  footing  with  a 
people,  with  whom  no  doubt  we  had  the 
strongest  incentives  to  remain  on  sucb 
terms,  it  was  now  high  time  to  substitute 
the  spear  for  the  olive  branch,  and  show 
the  perverse  enemy  we  had  to  cope  with» 
that  in  our  humility  no  principle  of  fear 
had  mingled,  and  that  we  could  be  as  ter- 
rible in  thejconflict  th^  had  provoked,  as 
we  had  been  mild  in  the  negociation  by 
which  we  had  sought  to^  avoid  it.  The 
Addren  which  he  should  this  night 
propose  to  the  House,  he  trusted,  would 
lay  the  foundation « of  such  a  peace  as 
it  would  alone  be  desirable  to  obtain.*** 
The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  take  a 
view  of  the  documents  which  had  beeik 
publi&hed  by  the  American  government, 
contending,  that  an  adequate  notion  could 
be  collected  from  them  c^the  unreasoni^la 
spirit  of  hostility  by  which  that  go- 
vernment was  actuated  against  this  coun- 
try.    He  referred  io  particular  to  the  ^» 
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fomlton  of  lb«  PretidMit  of  the  motiTet 
which  bad  induced  the  declaration  of  war, 
and  to  the  paper  which  had  been  pob« 
lished  by  the  i^retary  of  Foreign  Lega» 
tioof  after  the  comittencenient  of  it. 
He  asserted  that  these  papers  would 
be  found  to  contain  a  fall  and  complete 
disavowal  of  all  the  poinu  on  which  it 
bad  beeii  snpposed  in  this  country  that 
€<ftices8ions  had  been  made«  and  amity 
^reby  assured;  those  very  points  were 
whatthe  American  government  had  chosen 
to  press  as  afibrding  just  grounds  for  bos* 
tility,  arguing  on  them  ia  precisely  tbe 
opposite  direction  to  what  any  reasonable 
man  would  have  supposed  them  Ukely  to 
do.  .  They  had  extracted  matter  of  oflmice 
out  of  every  nesociation,  however  amicably 
it  appeared  to  nave  terminated^  and  not  on- 
frequently  even  from  those  in  which  injury 
had  been  alleged  on  the  side  of  America, 
and  actual  and  apparently  complete  atone* 
ment  made  on  ours.  The  war  which  had 
thus  commenced  had  been  followed  up  by 
an  anhistice;  but  if  this  ateistice  had 
been  meant  as  an  indication  of  a  wish  for 
peace,  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  Amc;ri- 
can  government  towards  this  country 
vrould  have  undergone  a  revolution,  and 
lar  different  grouMs  of  adjustment  would 
have  been  assumed  from  those  on  which 
they  now  <tood.  The  great  questions  be. 
tweeo  the  countries  were,  the  Orders  in 
Council^  which  it  was  customary  in  Ame- 
rica to  call  an  illegal  blockade,  and  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen.  They  might, 
perhaps,  think  that  the  former  of  these  was 
taken  out  of  the  questioa  by  the  armistice 
•-4hat  might  be  true;  he  woukl  not 
pledge  the  American  government  further 
than  tbey  were  disposed  to  commit  them- 
selves ;  but  they  ought  not  to  have  cIosimI 
«p  every  avenue  to  conciliation  but  those 
by  having  recourse  to  which  we  should 
make  a  surrender  of  our  rights.  Their 
mmisters  had  even  laid  in  a  claim  to  in- 
demnity for  the  vessels  captured  under 
the  Orders  in  CounciL  Not  satisfied  with 
the  forbearance  manifested  by  this  coun- 
try in  the  revocation  of  these  Orders,  and 
tlie  relinquishment  of  the  blockade  of 
180&  the  American  government  claimed 
the  abandonment  by  that  of  C^eat  Britain 
of  the  future  exercise  of  the  rights  involv- 
ed in  those  Orders  and  that  blockade. 
With  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Coutufil, 
that  question  h|ul  undergone  repeated  dis- 
cussions in  the  British  parliaoient,  and  a 
variety  of  opinions  had  certainly  been  en- 
tertained and  expressed  on  the  sak^ect ; 


but  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  thoso 
opinions  bore  on  the  commercial  exp^ 
diency  of  tbe  measure  rather  than  on  any 
doubts  as  to  the  right  and  competency 
of  this  country  to  retaliate  and  throw  back 
on  the  enemy  the  injuries  and  inconve«- 
niences  which  their  Decrees  were  calcu- 
lated to  inflict  upon  us.  This  was  a  dis- 
cussion, tbe  renewal  of  which  he  wished 
to  waive  at  that  moment ;  but  he  trusted, 
nojndividual  would  suppose,  that  his  Min 
jest^'s  government  could  be  so  dead  to 
their  duties,  and  so  insensible  to  the  ge- 
nuine interests  and  rights  of  the  country, 
as  not  to  be  anxious  at  the  very  moment 
they  modified  tbe  measures  which  had> 
been  previously  adopted,  with  the  expec- 
tation of  conciliating  America,  and  indue* 
ing  her  to  embark  with  Europe  in  the  ge-^ 
neral  cause  against  France,  so  to  guide 
their  conduct  as  to  leave  the  rights  and 
claims  of  this  country  on  the  subject  as 
clear  and  untouched  as  if  no  relaxation 
whatever  had  taken  place.  Ubquestion* 
ably,  he  was  preparea  to  contend,  that  hie 
MajestjT^s  govemmenf'bad  an  undoubted 
right  to  issue  the  Orders  in  question,  and 
that  their  justice  and  neeessity  at  the  par* 
ticular  moment  at  which  they  were  issued,, 
when  the  previous  conduct  of  France  was 
considered,  must  appear  still  more  evident^ 
aa  well  as  their  foundation  in  the  true  and 
sound  poHcy  of  the  British  empire.  For 
whatever  inconvenience  a  portion  of  the 
manu^turing  interest  of  this  country 
might  have  sustained  in  consequence  of  tM 
interrupUon  of  the  communication  with 
the  American  market,  be  had  no  besatatioa. 
in  stating  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that 
had  not  tUb  British  government  opposed  to 
France  measures  similar  to  and  retaliatory 
of  the  measures  that  France  had  adopted  in 
hostility  to  this  country,  the  commerce  of 
France  would  have  been  as  triumphant  on 
the  continent;  as,  until  recently,  had  been 
her  military  career ;  and  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  would  have  sunk  to  the 
lowest  state  of  depression.  He  begged 
therefore  to  be  always  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  steady  and  faithful  admirers 
of  that  system  in  which  the  Orders  in 
Council  originated.  When  any  relaxatioa 
of  those  Orders  took  place,  it  had  always 
been  on  the  principle  of  accommodating 
neutral  powers  as  far  as  was  consistent 
with  the  preservation  of  the  system  of 
ooercipg  France  to  tbe  abandonment  of 
that  unjust  and  unjustifiable  system  by 
which  she  was>  endeavouring  toexcludia 
Brittsb  commerce  from  the  whole  world. 
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With  retpect  to  the  Uockideof  1800,  Bwr  nent  mm  entitled  to 
eootended  egainst  by  America,  the  iict 
wes,  that  for  a  loag  period  after  its  iotti' 
itiUon,  it  was  whoUv  anconplaiaed  of  hy 
Ihe  goyeromeiit  of  the  UnHed  States;  it 
existed  for  three  years,  not  ooly  withe«t 
-an  adverse  representation  respecting  it  on 
the  part  of  that  goverement,  bat  aetually 
iwith  a  special  representation  in  iu  fivroor, 
nade  bv  the  Aoierican  minister  at  the 
^wertof  London.  It  was  a  measore  on 
4he.legitimale  nature  of  whtehail  political 
parties  in  this  coentry  agreed.  Origina- 
ting in  Mr.  Fox's  administration,  the  jos* 
tice  of  it  had  been  maintained  bv  OTeiy 
l^rehiaient  down  to  the  present  my.  ft 
•rested  on  the  ordinary  and  aeknowledg- 
•ed  principle  of  mariiime  law,  via.  tluit 
the  power  by  which  it  was  instituted, 
|>ossessed  a  force  capable  of  maintaining^ 
St.  He  felt  it  to  be  dne  to  the  character' 
«f  Mr.  Fox  tcf  state  that  he  did  not  insti- 
Ante  that  blockade  until  he  had  written  to 
4he  Admiralty  to  know  if  they  conM  sup- 
»pon  it  by  an  adequate  naval  feroe,  and  k 
^vas  ealy  upon  their  answer  in  the  affir« 
.•native  that  the  measure  was  resorted  to. 
lie  HMght  also  add,  that  in  its  execation  a 
sufficient  number  of  ships  were  eaapleyed 
to  redeem  it  firom  any^fuestien  even  en 
.the  principle  admitted  by  Amerka  her- 
self, and  by  every  other  nation  in  the 
nniTerse.  On  this  point,  therefore,  he 
trusted  that  the  oharaotor  f>f  thiscoontry 
<0tood  9n  a  ground  wholly  unimpeachsd. 
The  question  which  remained  to  be  consi- 
:deved^and  hideed  by  larlhe  meat  hnportant 
•question,  was,  that  which  related  to  the 
right  of  thb  country  to  impress  British 
^eeaoMn  found  on  board  Amteican  mer- 
chant ships.  He  was  sure  that  the  House 
mnstbe  sensible  that  no  qaestion  could 
be  more  closely  inleccattag  to  the  countrv, 
/touching  as  it  did  ufMO  one  of  the  mam 
features  of  our  seeurky,  the  support  of  our 
naval  power.  He  woiUd  consider  the  ge- 
neral  course  adopted  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States  oi|  this  snli^ect,  and 
wouki  refer  to  the  several  overtures  made 
by  them  upon  it,  in  one  point  of  view.  In 
doing  this,  he  should  have<  occasion  to  ad- 
vert to  two  hitters  firom  Mr.  Russell,  fol- 
lowed by  one  from  the  Aaierican  agent  at 
Bristol,  and  to  the  ferther  discussions  on 
theeuliject  which  took  plaoe  in  America 
between  eir  J.  B.  Warren  and  the  Attiesi- 
xan  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairi^ ; 
«nd  the  House  wouU  detevmiae,on«  view 
e»f  the  whole  together,  whether  or  not  the 
1 4do|ited  by  hia  Miges^'^goium- 


nsent  was  entitled  to  their  apprdiatiaiw 
jki  looking  at  this  most  iu^Mrtant  qoestioss 
(and  certainly  a  asoce  important  question 
to  this  country  was  nerer  agits^),  it 
might  not  be  inexpedient  to  enter  into  m 
ciMnparal^  examination  of  thedatmsdr 
the  two  nations,  and  of  the  teasper  im 
which  those  daims  had  beenee^ective^ 
ui^ged.  Hewovdd  be  the  last  man  in  the 
worM  to  under^raie  the  inconvenieneea 
which  the  Americans  sustained,  in  eonaa*' 
quence  of  our  asiortion  of  the  right  of ' 
seaich.  All  neulml  naliene  most  su&r 
more  or  lem  from  the  exercise  of  such  m 
right  on  the  part  of  a  belligerent  But 
while  be  admitted  that  America  unques* 
tk>nably  sufiered  this  ifioonvenienee,  and 
while  he  allowed  that  the  govenunentof 
the  United  States  was  perfootly  jwtifiable 
in  endeavouring  to  preserve  Amerioan  c^ 
tisens  as  auich  as  possible  from  the  psee^ 
sureof  ttybenmitttauied  that  that  novesnp 
nmitoii^t  to  have  reooUeuted,  Uiat  the 
exercise  of  the  night  itself  was  smt  aseeely 
a  convenienoe  4o  Great  Britain^  but  bt^ 
longed  .io  her  very  oonsenrasiott  as  a  state; 
and  that  the  nhandnnmcnt  of  it  wonU 
nut  have  .teenftnesely  ine^pvenknt,  hnt 
wonid  have  pioued  vitally  dangerous  if 
not  folal  to  her  secarity.  As  a  natiee^ 
therefore^  Great  Britaio  was  ampljr  jneti^ 
fied  in  insisting  upon  that,  the  relmquish^ 
ment  of  which  would  bane  shaken  the 
fonndaliotts  of  her  |Mwcr.  We  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  consider  the  question 
with  other  feeling  and  with  grfntar  lene 
city  thimAmerioa,  teimnbwham  tt^did 
not  threaten  the  lass  of  freedom  nr^afetyw 
but  mesely  the  incenvenssose  eC  a  email 
portion  of  her  otttnens,  frem  the  jnst«H»* 
cise  of  the  right  of  a  bettifereot  dmqg 
the  onntkmance  of  the  war.  In  another 
point  of  view  also,  the  Amesioan  gevec*- 
oMut  ought  to  have  been  aamred  that  thk 
object  was  poraned  by  Goeet  Biitain  an 
her  own  defence,  and  not  wilhai^  ebi- 
jectaof  inordinate  ambition.  He  traatei 
that  he  should  not  be  consklered  iliibesnl 
in  declaring,  that,  in  hie  epinion»  the 
American  govemnaent  hadprosHfentadlia 
character,  by  taking  a  tone  en  this  qoas* 
tion  unfounded  in  feaeon.attd.gead  i 
and  only  calculated  to  pvedksee  peeiudii 
in  Americi^  ineompatme  esith  the  f 
hwmony  cf  the  two  eountriaa.  list  tfaa 
jol](iect  be  Adtly  eaamined,  and  ihe  wak 
eure  that  no  ^ratsenal  or  unpecysdiced  mind 
wenld.say  that  it  wespossible  the  object 
was  such  to.ns^as  tehMkrae  the  British  m* 
do  my  <himintustifiahle  for 
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iu  atuinment.  The  goftrMBoofc  of  the 
United  SuteaeonteiKM  thel  Great  Briteiii 
had  used  every  gpecies  of  oppreeiiion  lo- 
vvardft  the  Ameneen  tmHiienf  estttauog 
most  wroogfutly  that  erery  individual 
taken  by  the  British  cruisers  out  of  an 
American  ship  must  necessarily  be  an 
American  sutject.  That  this  was  not  the 
fact  would  ap|>ear  upon  a  prmufiwie  view 
of  the  case.  The  Americans  assumed, 
that  Great  Britain  had  unpressed  15  or 
0U/XX>  American  citiaens.  He  entreated 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  that  which 
lie  was  ahoot  to  state.  He  woold  not 
pretend  to  comt  exactly  to  the  trutls 
nut  he  vfDuld  approach  so  near  to  it, 
as  to  enable  parliament,  and  to  enable 
America  herself,  to  judge  whether  the 
actoal  and  immediate  value  of  tfaeob«> 
ject  in  question  was  such,  and  whether 
that  object  was  so  imperattveljr  necessary 
to  the  maintenance  ot  the  mamiBse  power 
of  Great  Britain,  as  to  induce  the  British 
fioremment  to  dak  ail  the  eoreness  and 
irritation  that  had  taken  place  between 
the  two  countries,  on  thatacceunt,  instead 
pf  getiittg  rid  of  that  bone  of  contention 
winch  prevented  the  cordial  frieodship 
and  cooperation  so  desirable.  It  waa  ia^ 
possible  to  believe  that  fisr  such  a  pahry 
and  miserable  object  as  that  whieh  he  was 
nbout  to  state,  the  British  government 
could  have  shewn  theaseelvea  insensible 
to  the  great  interests  of  the  etat^  and 
plunged  the  country  inia  a  war  for  its 
attainment*  Having  praansed  this,  he 
■rottld  proceed  to  inform  the  Houee,  tbitt 
ao  far  from  our  having  15  or  20/)00  Ame* 
rican  seamen  in  our  service,  it  lUd  so  hap- 
pen that  at  two  distinct  and  recent  periods 
the  Admiralty  asceAained  how  many  of 
the  1415^600  seamen  tujtnally  employeid  in 
the  British  ssmee  {nrofossed  tbemeelres 
entitled  to  be  disebaiged  as  Amevican  ci- 
tiaens. And  here  be  must  observe,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  put  the  qoeetion  at 
issue  lOQ  a  pomt  of  view  osore  favourable 
to  the  assertion  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, bocauM  every  individual  iHh>  had 
^tbe  sligtrtest  pmtcKt  for  doing  so  would 
mahe  a  claims  the  immediate  result  of 
which  ought  to  him  seem  likely  to  lead  to 
liberty,  and  to  the  means  of  enaaging  in  a 
atfvioe  more  hierattvv  than  ttiat  of  the 
British  navy.  What  were  the  returns  ? 
In  January,  1811,  the  whole  number  out 
of  the  145,000  who  claimed  to  be  Ameri- 
can sub|ecu  (and  let  it  be  ffemembered 
that  the  justice  of  the  claim  vested  on  their 
etmple  deolacatiea)  waa  3|I00.    Wbena 


similar  applicatioo  was  asade  at  die  conv* 
menoement  of  the  |»resent  3rear  (a  consi* 
derable  number  having  been  discharged 
in  the  mean  time),  the  return  was  less  by 
several  hundreds.  Bot  aitbough  S,500 
individuals  asserted  their  chum  to  dis* 
charge  on  the  groundof  their  being ciii« 
aens  of  America,  the  House  most  be  in* 
formed,  that  on  ordinary  occasions,  it  was 
found  that  the  proportion  of  those  who 
could  eateblish  their  claim  on  aov  telera^ 
ble  ground  whatever,  in  cases  of  emuni- 
nation^  was  aboat  one  in  tour,  liet  it  be 
supposed,  however,  that  one  half  of  the 
number  so  claiming,  really  were,  or  est»» 
blished  thenMlresb  by  pMof,  to  be  Aom* 
rican  citiaens.  It  would  follewi  that  in 
the  gfttt^jctent of  our  navr,  there  w^ere 
16  or  1700  individnals,  who  were  thwa 
contrary  to  the  wishes  frf"  his  majesty's  go» 
vemment,  and  who  had  some  rational 
gfound  for  demanding  their  Ubesation,  on 
the  grennd  of  their  beiag  subject  of  the 
Ua^d  States.  Now,  conM  the  Ho^se  h^ 
Iteve  that  there  was  any  man  so  inAituated 
— 4H*  l^t  the  British  enupire  was  driwo  to 
such  straits,  that  lor  such  a  paltry  conai* 
deration  aa  1,700  sailors,  his  Mi^esty^a 
government  would  needlemly  irritate  the 
pride  of  a  neutral  nauon,  or  violate  that 
justioe  which  was  due  freoi  one  country 
to  another  }  He  trusted,  that  when  Ame» 
rica  duly  considered  the  suft9ect,she  would 
see  that  Great  Britain  conld  have Jio  illicit 
reason  whatever  for  her  conduct;  and 
that  the  object  of  Great  Britmn,  in  inrist» 
ing  upon  the  right  of  search,  was  not  to 
acquire  Anmrican  seamen,  but  the  nraoh 
broader  and  mere  important  one  of  guard*' 
ing  herself  lirom  beiag  depriTod  of  her 
own.  He  must  be  pesoritted  to  say  (and 
in  mying  it  he  meant  no  nndue  ofience  to 
the  Anmriean  governmsnt),  that  nothmg 
had  appeared  in  the  councile  or  conduct 
of  the  United  States,  with  respect  to  the 
large  interests  of  the  world  at  this  meet 
important  period,  to  inspire  this  country 
with  confidence,  br  to  justify  his  Ma* 
jestjr's  government  in  putting  the  interests 
of  Great  Britem  into  the  hands  of  the 
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American  goTomment,  with  the  expeota^ 
tion  that  they  would  be  maintiiiBed  with 
firiendship  and  fidelity.  Nevertheless,  aa 
nntigated  had  been  the  conduct  of  his  Ma^ 
jestjps  government  on  the  point  in  quea- 
tion,  that  the  Admiralty  had  always  di« 
reeted  our  oflkers  not  to  press  seamen 
profossing  to  be  American-bom  who  were 
found  on  board  American  ^vessels  irith  cer» 
tificatcs  signed  by  the  ooUoctov  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


603]    HOUSB  OF  COMMONSi      Addrm  rt^ecthig  the  Wm-  wkh  Amriea.      [604 


customs  of  an  American  port,  and  incHid* 
ed  in  the  certificated  lists  of  the  crew.  It 
was,  however,  well  known  that  these  cer- 
tiiicates  were  readily  and  fraudulently 
obtained,  and  granted  to,  a  degree  per- 
feetly  inconsistent  with  any  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  American  government, 
and  of  the  American  officers,  to  counteract 
the  abuse  of  which  Great  Britain  com- 
plained. They  were  granted  with  a 
laxity  which  threw  a  deep  stain  on  the 
character  of  the  gOTemment  of  a  country 
professing  to  rank  among  civilized  na- 
tions. In  two  of  the  principal  ports  of 
America,  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
the  system  of  obtaining  false  certificates 
from  the  collectors  was  so  disgracefully 
open,  that  in  the  former  of  those  ports  the 
collector  one  day  allowed  an  ola  woman 
to  qualify  a  whole  host  of  seamen  for  re* 
ceiving  them,  by  swearing  that  she  knew 
they  were  American  citizens.  The  trans* 
action  proceeded  to  such  a  length  that  the 
▼ery  clerk  remonstrated  against  its  base- 
ness, and  appealed  to  the  collector  as  to 
the  possible  credibility  of  the  witness. 
The  reply  of  the  collector  was,  that  it  was 
no  business  of  his,  for  that  he  was  only 
ministerial  in  the  affiiir ;  and  the  old  wo- 
man c<mtinued  during  the  whole  of  the 
day  to  reeeive  her  two  dollars  for  every 
oath  that  she  took,  all  who  applied  to  her 
and  through  her  means  obtaining  certifi- 
cates. In  Philadelphia,  occurrences  of  a 
aimilar  oature  had  taken  place,  but  he 
would  not  fatigue  the  House  by  detailing 
them.  Certificates  were  also  frequently 
transferred  from  one  individual  to  ano- 
ther, and  became  as  much  matter  of  sale 
as  any  other  personal  property.'  So  much 
•o  indeed,  that  after  a  transfer  of  this  kind 
it  was  no  unusual  thing  to  see  produced 
by  a  person  of  colour,  a  certificate  for  his 
protection,  describing  him  to  be  of  fair 
complexion,  light  hair  and  blue  eyes! 
But  the  question  did  not  rest  on  this  view 
of  the  fraudulent  mode  of  granting  and 
obtaining  certificates.  Was  there  not 
something  in  the  practice  of  the  American 
government  which  laid  them  open  to  a 
jealous  suspicion  on  our  part,  even  if  the 
system  of  certificates  was  as  faithful  as  it 
was  evidently  fraudulent  ?  Was  there  no* 
thing  to  induce  Great  Britain  not  to  part 
with  the  means  of  doing  herself  justice  on 
the  subject  ?  Did  America  admit  that  the 
natural  bom  subjecu  of  this  country  were 
bound  to  give  their  aid  and  assistance  to 
their  natural  sovereign  ?  Her  conduct  dis- 
tinctly denied  it.    She  held  that  a  Britith 


subject,  who  by  a  false  oMh  converted 
himself  into  an  American  citizen,  or  who^ 
naturalized  himself  in  America  in.  con« 
formity  to  the  American  laws,  ceased  to- 
owe  allegiance  to  the  king  of  his  native 
country,  and  was  entitled  to  be  protected 
as  an  American  citizen.  Contemplating 
all  these  circumstances,  lookmg  at  the  ge- 
neral spirit  manifested  by  the  govermneot 
of  the  United  States,  looking  at  the  knowt» 
firauds  of  the  certificating  system,  looking 
at  the  pretensions  of  the  American  legis«> 
lature  to  divest,  by  Katurdlizdtion  Billsy 
British  subjects  of  their  allegiance  to  their 
sbvereign,  so  far  from  being  encouraged  ta 
throw  the  pointin  question  into  the  hands  of 
the  American  government,  it  behoved  tbia 
coomry  to  regard  any  such  proposed  sur- 
render of  their  known  and  unalienable 
rights  with  jealousy,  and  to  consult  our 
own  security  before  we  gave  up  to  Ame- 
rica or  to  any  other  power  the  means  which 
we  possessed  to  defond  ourselves,  by  the 
exercise  of  a  right  which  never  had  been, 
and  never  couki  be,  justly  questioned. 
He  would  proceed  to  consider  the  mode  in 
which  America  urged  her  pretensions; 
and  would  show,  tint  the  government  of 
the  United  Stsites  allowed  the  war  to  con- 
ttnue  to  rage,  not  because  Great  Britaiit 
would  not  enter  into  a  fair  discussion  of 
all  points  between  the  countries  with  a 
view  to  their  amicable  adjustment,  but 
because  Great  Britain  was  not  prepared  ta 
concede  the  question  at  issue  as  ev«i  a 
preliminary  to  an  armistice.  And  here  he 
must  observe,  that  it  was  a  singular  foot  ia. 
diplomacy,  that  a  question  which  on 
former  discussions  had  certainly  been 
brought  forward,  but  never,  down  to  the 
declaration  of  war,  in  the  tone  of  a  war 
question  by  America,  was  unexpectedly 
placed  in  the  front  of  the  battle,  being  ac- 
tually the  first  propositioB  in  the  American 
declaration  of  war.^  At  the  moment  that 
America  found  this  country,  in  the  spirit 
of  her  usual  amity,  availing  herself  of  the 
opportunity  afforded  her  by  France,  to  try 
wl»ther  the  Orders  in  Council  could  not 
be  put  on  such  a  footing  as  to  cease  to  be 
injurious  to  American  commerce— -when 
the  government  of  the  United  States  found 
that  we  had  revdced  the  Orders  in  Coon* 
cil,  and  that  the  blockade  of  1806  was  no 
longer  in  operation, — that  these  grounds^ 
the  only  original  grounds  for  hostilities^ 
Were  removed  from  under  her,-'that  go- 
.vemment  declared  that  unless  Great  Bri- 
tain were  prepared  to  concede  the  point 
in  dispute  between  the  two  ooontrieirela^ 
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live  to  the  impreflsment  of  seamen,  they 
would  persevere  in  war,  on  a  ground  which 
up  to  that  moment  had  nerer'been  ad- 
duced as  a  threatened  cause  of  hostility. 
This  was  evident  from  Mr.  Russell's  first 
note,  and  from  the  last  and  most  authorised 
communication  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Sir 
J.  B.  Warren*  Mr.  Monroe  declared  that 
the  right  of  impressment  must  be  given  up 
by  the  British  government,  and  that  any 
regulations  to  be  substituted  for  it  might 
be  the  subject  of  future  regulations.  Even 
were  the  two  countries  on  an  amicable 
footing,  it  would  be  strange  for  the  one  t6 
ask  the  other  tp  put  it  in  possession  of  a 
disputed  po'mt,  while  the  justice  of  that 
point  was  yet  controverting.  But  here 
the  two  countries  were  hostilely  engaged, 
and  America  declared  that  she  would  not 
suspend  the  war  unless  Great  Britain 
marked  her  sense  of  her  own  injustice,  by 
abandoning  that  which  had  been  the  sub- 
ject of  dispute  I  Never  was  there  a 
more  unreasonable  attempt  on  the  part 
of  one  power  to  dictate  to  another,  and 
that  too  under  circumstances  of  the  most 
offensive  nature.  Adverting  to  the  recent 
negociation  with  Mr.  Russell,  he  observed, 
ihat  bis  Majesty's  government'  did  not 
conceive  it  to  be  any  sacrifice  of  the  dig- 
nity of  the  country,  not  to  allow  any  ques- 
tion of  form  to  stand  in  the  way  of  that 
pcgociation.  Mr.  Russell  possessed  no 
instrument  which,  in  the  orainary  course 
of  diplomatic  practice,  entitled  him  to 
claim  a  hearing  from  the  British  govern- 
inent ;  but  as  he  and  his  colleagues  in  of- 
fice, had  no  doubt  that  the  letter  in  the 
IHMsession  of  Mr.  Russell,  from  the  Ame- 
rican Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
although  not  professedly  written  by  com- 
mand of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  transmitted  to  Mr.  Russell  with  his 
privity  and  consent,  th^  were  not  dis- 
posed to  object  to  treating  with  Mr.  Rus- 
sell on.  the  score  of  informality.  In  the 
secona  communication  received  from  that 
gentleman,  he  distinctly  stated  that. he  was 
authorised  to  come  to  an  understanding 
with  the  British  government  on  the  poinU 
in  dispute  between  the  two  countries.  It 
was  not  too  much  to  expect  that  he  was 
furnished  with  the  means  of  enabling  the 
party  to  whom  the  communication  was 
made  to  judge  in  what  sense  the  term 
*'  understanding''  was  to  be  taken.  The 
noble  lord  said,  that  in  his  conversations 
with  Mr.  Russell,  however,  he  found  that 
such  information  was  not  to  be  obtained. 
^Wben  that  gentleman  jeemed  to  depart 


from  the  ground  of  calling  on  the  British 
government  to  suspend  the  right  of  im- 
pressment during  the  discussions  on  tha 
subject,  he  (lord  C.)  was  anxious  to  know 
the  nature  and  extent  of  his  instructions 
and  authority,  and  this  Mr.  Russell 
avowed  with  the  utmost  fairness  and  can- 
dour. He  stated  that  he  was  not  directed 
by  his  government  to  insist  on  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  practice  of  impressment  during 
the  discussions,  but  that  his  government 
required  to  have  a  clear  understandfng 
with  the  British  government,  both  on  the 
subject  of  the  impressment  and  on  that  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  before  they  would 
consent  to  an  armistice.  When  he  asked 
Mr.  Russell  if  he  was  clearly  instructed  at 
to  the  nature  of  the  expected  understand- 
ing, that  gentleman  confessed  that  be  was 
only  instructed  to  require  a  distinct  under- 
standing. Now  what  was  the  nature  of 
this  understanding  ?— nothing  more  nor 
less  than  that  the  British  government 
should  secretly  admit  that  which  was  re- 
fused to  be  conceded  openly,  viz.  thai 
Great  Britain  should  ultimately  be  tied 
hand  and  foot  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
right  of  impressment*  When  he  asked 
Mr.  Russell  what  were  his  positions  with 
respect  to  British  subjects  becoming  Ame- 
rican citizens,  and  whether  be  held  that 
the  allegiance  of  British  subjects  could  be 
dissolved  by  the  American  government  ? 
the  reply  was,  that  there  was  not  a  word 
in  his  mstructions  on  that  point.  On  being 
Questioned  on  other  topics  of  the  most  or- 
dinary nature,  Mr.  Russell  stated  that  he 
had  an  opinion  of  his  own  upon  them,  but 
candidly  admitted,  that  he  was  not  in- 
structed on  the  subject  by  the  American 
Secretarv  of  State,  When  he  (lord  Cas- 
tlereagb;  asked  him,  whether  he  bad  any 
prqjetoi  the  understanding  to  which  the 
government  of  the  United  States  were  dis- 
posed to  come  ? — he  replied,  that  he  had 
no  such  pr<^ct.  Did  all  this  wear  the  sem- 
blance of  a  disposition  for  fair  discussion  ? 
He  felt  himself  therefore  bound  to  say, 
that  the  British  government  was  justified 
in  viewing  the  conduct  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  with  alarm ;  and, 
without  shutting  the  door  to  negociation, 
in  taking  care  that  the  ancient  and  un^ 
doubted  rights  of  this  country  should  not 
be  called  into  question^  and  that  th<^  main« 
tenance  of  those  rights  should  not  be  en- 
trusted to  any  other  power.  Such  would 
have  been  the  determination  of  his  Majes- 
ty's present  servants,  had  the  subject  been 
brought  under  their  consideration  for  t^ 
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first  time.  Bat  tbtt  was  Dot  the  cite; 
they  had  important  previous  lighU  by 
which  to  guide  their  judgment.  He  con«* 
ceived  that  he  did  his  doty  no  less  to  Ame« 
rica  than  to  Great  Britaio— he  conceived 
that  he  was  perfbrming  the  part  of  a 
peace-maker,  when  he  candidl^  apprised 
Mr.  Ruwell  of  the  relatiye  situation  of  the 
two  countries.  Imagining  that  he  per- 
ceived in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Russell,  in 
the  sereral  discussions  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  American  legbtatnre,  and  in 
the  protest  entered  b^  the  minority  in  that 
legislature,  a  disposition  to  believe  that 
the  facilities  for  settling  the  question 
on  our  part  were  mater  than  they  ac- 
tually were,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  impress  on  Mr.  Russell's  mind,  that, 
although  the  British  government  were 
ready  to  listen  to  any  reasonable  proposi- 
tion from  America,  they  deprecated  the 
notion  that  it  was  not  a  questbn  of  great 
difficulty  itself,  or  that  it  might  be  assumed 
that  because  the  British  sovemment  were 
disposed  to  concede,  and  anxious  for  the 
namtenance  of  a  friendly  intercourse  with 
America,  that  therefore  the  slightest  mo- 
tion on  the  part  of  America  would  be 
equal  to  the  accomplishment  of  oeace. 
In  fact  in  proportion  to  the  numoer  of 
times  at  which  the  question  had  been 
agitated,  and  to  the  disposition  manifested 
by  the  British  government  to  settle  it,  was 
the  inference  strenitthened  thait  is  was  a 
difficult  Question.  In  180S,  during  lord 
SidmouthTi  administration,  the  proposition 
of  adopting  some  substitute  for  the  im- 
pressment was  discussed  with  such  temper 
by  the  British  government,  that  Mr,  King 
wrote  to  his  own  government  in  the  con- 
fident expectation  that  the  afl&ir  would  be 
arranged.  Lord  Liverpool  and  lord  St. 
Vincent  were  favourable  to  the  proposi- 
tion ;  but  when  it  was  submitted  to  the 
taw  officers,  their  opinions  precluded  the 
government  from  carrying  their  inten- 
tions into  effect.  The  proposition  was 
renewed  in  1S07,  pnder  auiipices  which 
he  (Lord  C:)  had  strongly  impressed  on 
Mr.  Russell's  mind,  for  it  was  renewed 
when  America  believed  (though  ft  was 
«njust  to  ima^ne  that  any  party  in  this 
country  was  inimical  to  America)  that  a 
party  peculiarly  friendly  to  her  was  in 
power.  The  negotiation  proceeded  be- 
tween lords  Holland  and  Auckland  and 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney ;  and  such 
were  the  hopes  entertained  of  a  fsvourable 
result,  that  the  American  commissioners 
we^e  induced  to  lay  no  less  than  three 
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distinct  prtfktt  before  the  British  govern- 
ment. All  these  f^i^  underwent  sepa- 
rate deliberation.  The  result  was,  that 
notwithstanding  the  eager  disposition  of 
the  British  government,  and  the  labour 
and  good  faith  of  lords  Holland  and  Auck- 
land, such  were  the  difficulties  that  arose 
when  the  details  came  to  be  entered  into, 
that  the  British  government  were  obliged 
to  declare  to  the  commissioners  that  all 
their pro^  were  inadmissible;  and  that 
the  treaty  must  proceed  to  a  conclusion 
without  including  any  arrangements  with 
respect  to-  the  impressment  He  men- 
tioned this,  not  to  show  any  hostility 
against  a  modification  of  the  existing  sys- 
tem, but  to  prove  that  the  problem  was 
not  of  such  easy  solution  as  to  warrant 
America  in  indulging  the  expectation  that 
she  should  be  able  to  dictate  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  principle  under  the  menace 
of  war.  The  various  negotiations  on  the 
subject  had  been  conducted  whh  the  ut- 
most temper  and  moderation,  but  it  seem- 
ed probable  that  it  never  could  be  settled 
with  the  complete  relinquishment  of  the 
right  of  search.  It' was,  therefore,  that  he 
endeavoured  strongly  to  impress  on  Mr. 
Russell's  mind,  that  so  far  from  there 
being  any  probability  of  a  settlement  of 
the  question  under  any  angry  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  it  was  one 
which  would  be  difficult  of  determination 
under  any  circbmstances ;  and  that  it  was 
the  evident  policy  of  America  to  terminate 
the  war  as  soon  as  she  could,  and  not  en^ 
deavour  to  drag  on  or  force  Great  Britain 
Into  an  acquiescence  in  her  wishes  which 
could  never  be  allowed.  Reverting  to  the 
assertion  of  the  American  government* 
that  the  impressment  of  seamen  was  the 
question  on  which  the  two  countries  were 
at  war,  he  expressed  his  desire  to  know  in 
what  part  or  America  the  government 
would  find  a  feeling  correspondent  with 
their  own  ?  If  any  such  existed,  surely  it 
would  be  in  the  maritime  states,  who 
alone  could  suflfer  by  being  deprived  of 
their  seamen.  But  in  fact,  in  what  part 
of  the  Union  was  to  be  found  a  temper 
indignant  towards  Great  Britain  \  Was  it 
in  the  agricultural  southern— in  the  more 
retired  states  of  the  Mississippi  ?  Or  waa 
it  in  the  eastern  commercial  and  maritime 
states,  possessing  ships  and  sailors,  and  on 
whom  consequently  our  practice  operated 
in  fnll  force  ?  So  far  was  the  war  from 
being  popular  in  these  last,  that  it  was 
most  loudly  cried  out  against ;  and  par« 
ticularly  on  that  ground  of  supposed  irri- 
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Ution  !  Tbat  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Madison 
in  embarking  in  the  war  was  strongly  di»» 
approved  in  the  eastern  states  of  Ame- 
rica was  evident  by  his  not  having  bad  a 
single  vote  from  those  states  for  again 
raising  him  to  the  presidency.  Hav* 
ing  thus  endeavoured  to  show  that  in  the 
whole  \course  pursued  towards  America 
the  British  government  were  not  charge- 
able with  want  of  temper  and  due  for- 
bearance, he  mighty  perhaps,  hear  it  said 
that  they  were  chargeable  with  not  having 
pressed  America  with  sufficient  vigour. 
It  would  occupy  too  much  of  the  time  of 
the  House  were  he  on  the  present  occasion 
to  enter  into  any  details  on  the  subject,  or 
to  explain  the  views  by  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  were  mfluenced  in  the 
apportionment  and  application  of  the  mili- 
tary means  of  the  country.— This  would 
be  a  6t  subject  for  future  discussion,  and 
he  professed  himself  to  be  ready  to  meet 
it  whenever  it  should  be  regularly  brought 
before  the  House.  But,  without  wishing 
to  provoke  any  observations  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  he  might  perhaps  be  per- 
mitted to  make  a  few  remarks  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  of  a  satisfactory 
nature.  His  Majesty's  government,  down 
to  the  period  of  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities, bad  certainly  never  drawn  our 
military  forces  from  other  services,  with 
a  view  of  accumulating  the  means  of  war 
in  America.  They  had  merely  thought 
it  their  doty  to  provide  adeouate  means  of 
defence  in  that  quarter.  The  declaration 
of  war  on  the  part  of  thc^  American  go- 
vernment, was  not  more  unexpected  at 
the  thne  it  took  place,  than  it  was  at 
several  periods  of  the  negociation.  Our 
minister  in  America,  in  communicating 
that  occurrence  to  the  British  government, 
declared  that  it  was  entirely  unexpected ' 
by  him  and  by  the  Americans  themselves. 
A»  early  however  as  May  last,  unwilling 
to  deceive  themselves  with  respect  to  the 
probable  issue  of  the  negociation,  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  gave  the  necessary, 
orders  to  the  various  officers,  and  took 
measures  to  reinforce  the  arm^  and  navy 
in  America,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
other  services.  If  some  might  think,  that 
subsequently  a  due  degree  of  active  hosti- 
~  lity  had  not  been  exhibited,  he  should  be 
readvji  in  all  humility,  to  give  his  reasons 
for  Uiioking  the  imputation  tinfounded, 
and  for  preferring,  the  employment  of  our 
forces  on  certain,  rather  than  on  contin- 
gent objects.  Perseverine  in^the  princi- 
•ple  of  conciliating  rather  than  in  irritating 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


(he  Americans,  government  adopted  a  de« 
fensive  ralher  than  an  ofiensive  warfare 
towards  them.  Without  withdrawing 
any  of  our  force  from  the  peninsula,  wo 
had  been  able  successfully  to  defend  Ca* 
nada,  and  to  prevent  any  one  of  our  valu- 
able fleets  from  falling  a  victim  to  the 
sudden  eruption  of  a  war,  the  moment  of 
the  declaration  of  #hich  was  chosen  by 
the  enemy.  If  it  were  contended  that  the 
blockade  of  the. American  ports  was  not 
sufficiently  early,  he  would  reply,  that  it 
was  not  deemed  an  advisable  policy  to  in* 
stitute  that  blockade  immeoiately  after 
the  declaration  of  war;  first,  because 
that  would  have  been  to  punish  our 
allies,  who  were  obtaining  their  requisite 
supplies  by  those  outlets;  secondly,  be* 
cause  there  were  mtoy  American  mer- 
chants who  had  purchased  goods  in  this 
country  on  the  faith  of  ^heir  being  allowed 
to  import  them  into  the  United  Sutes.  Im 
contemplating  the  whole  course  of  con- 
duct adopted  by  government  in  this  af- 
fair, he  trusted  he  should  not  be  aecnsed  of 
arrogance  for  declaring  that  he  saw  no«> 
thing  of  which  he  repented,  or  which  be 
wished  retracted.  While  they  had  ma* 
nifested  an  anxious  desire  on  all  occasions 
to  modify  their  measures  in  such  a  way  at 
should  be  least  offensive  to  neutral  powert, 
he  defied  any  one  to  lay  his  finger  on  any  . 
part  of  their  conduct,  by  which  they  had 
sacrificed  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
country.  If  they  had  been  unable  to 
avoid  war,  they  had  at  least  given  th6 
country  a  good  cause  of  war,  and  had 
sacredly  guarded  all  her  privileffes.  For 
America,  he  confessed  that  he  oeeply  la- 
mented the  injury  which  her  character 
had  sustained  by  the  conduct  of  her  go- 
vernment; it  was  conduct  unworthy  of 
any  state  calling  itself  civilised  and  free. ' 
The  hostility  of  America  towards  th^ 
powers  of  Europe  who  were  struggling  to 
repress  the  ambition  of  France,  had  pre- 
cipitated her  from  the  eminence  on 
which  she  had  heretofore  stood ;_  and  if 
any  thing  could  lower  her  still  more  in 
the  cool  judgment  of  every  reflecting 
mind,  it  was  the  moment  which  she  had 
selected  to  throw  her  weight  into  the  scale 
of  French  influence— it  was  on  the  eve  of 
receiving,  through  the  communication  of 
the  British  government,  that  most  oflensive 
paper  of  the  duke  of  Bassano's,  which  me- 
naced every  country  that  would  not  ac- 
quiesce in  the  designs  of  France.  As  far 
as  Great  Britain  was  concerned,  it  seemed 
as  if  America  was  Impatieut  to  get  into 
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ihe  war ;  otherwise,  after  waiting  so  lotig, 
she  would  assuredly  have  waited  there- 
suit  of  the  deliberations  of  that  House,  cer- 
tainly sanctioned  by  a  great  portion  of  the 
community,  on  the  expediency  of  perse- 
▼ering  in  the  Orders  in  Council,    ft  was 
BO  answer  to  saytthat  it  was  in  vain  to 
wait   for  sentimento  which  had  already 
been  often  and  distinctly  expressed ;  for 
although  the  British  government  might 
have  still  maintained  the  right  in  which 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  founded,  the 
question  of  commercial  expediency  might 
induce  a  different  practice,  reserving  the 
right.    The  American  government  there- 
fore  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  Vould  not  end  in 
the  revocation  of  the  Orders ;  but  if  there 
was  nothing  else  to  be  considered,  let  the 
House  consider  the  situation  of  the  rest  of 
Europe  at  the  moment  when    America 
threw  her  power  (power  in  the  sense  of 
jmbarfassmeni)  into  the  scale  of  France. 
It  was  at  the  moment  when  Buonaparte 
uj  .  **^^**  his  intention  of  invading  and 
•ttbdomg  by   arms,  every    country    that 
would  not  submit  to  receive  his  commer- 
cial  regulations,  and  to  become  the  instru- 
meats  of  his  will— it  was  at  the  moment 
Whena  large  French  army  was  assembled 
.on  the  confines  of  Russia,  and  when  Buo- 
ntparte  was  proceeding  to  lead  them,  in 
Ihe  sangumary  expecution  (an  expecta- 
tion  so  happily  defeated)  o(  compelling 
Ahe  whole  world  to  adopt  his  measures— it 
was  at  that  moment  that  the  government 
Pf  the  United  States,  with  an  unexampled 
degeneracy  of  feeling,  thought  it  consist- 
ent with  the  character  and  interesu  of 
America  to  associate  herself  with  France 
JO  the  hue  and  violent  attempts  of  the 
latter.    Was  this  a  country  entiUed  to 
Md  the  language  of  independence,  or  to 
talk  of  abolishing  the  righto  and  privi- 
Jegesof  others  ?  ^m  this  the  standilrd  of 
American  principle  and  American  prac  " 
tice   on  the  great  quesUon  whether  the 
world  should  be  governed  by  ks  ancient 
iaws,  or  by  the  arms  of  France?  Was  the 
moment  when  the  American  vessels  burnt 
by  the  French,  w«re  yet  seen  smoking  on 
their  coasts,  the  moment  for  indulging  in 
oblivion  of  all  the  insults  and  injuries  that 
America  had  received  from  France,  and 
ol  embracing  France  in  the  bonds  of  a 
itrict  amity?  If  ever  there  was  an  event 
to  which  the  most  pregnant  circumstances 
gave  a  character  of  peculiar  reprebensi- 
^JlZ'  ^*'^,.^^^'"^»  «f  America  was  that 
•vent.^  Wuhgcespect  to  the  delay  in  the 
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publication  of  the  declaration  of  |iis  Ma- 
jesty, in  answer  to  that  of  the  American 
government,  it  wasoccasoned  by  the  hope 
that  America  might  still  become  sensible 
of  her  error.  Thus,  had  he  touched  oa 
all  the  points  to  be  considered.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  nbt  suppose  that  it  was 
merely  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  go. 
vernment  on  which  they  were  to  pro* 
nounce.  Unauestionably  be  hoped  that 
their  conduct  had  been  strictly  honourable^ 
and  that  parliament  would  so  consider  it; 
But  the  great  question  was,  whether  or 
not  the  war  with  America  was  juatifiable 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  and  whether 
or  not  the  House  would  pledge  themselves 
to  maintain  it  with  vigour.  He  had  no  he^* 
sitation  in  laying  his  hand  on  his  hearty 
and  declaring  that  as  he  was  satisfied  that 
every  justifiable  means  had  been  resorted 
to  in  order  to  avoid  hostilities,  so  he  was 
no  less  persuaded  that  a  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  contest  would  be  the  surest 
mode  of  bringing  it  to  a  speedy  and  suc- 
cessful termination.  The  noble  lord  con^ 
eluded  by  moving, 

''That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to 
acquaint  his  Royal  Highness  that  we  have 
taken  into  our  consideration  the  papera 
laid  before  us  by  his  Royal  Highness's 
command,  relative  to  the  late  discussions 
with  the  government  of  the  United  States 
-of  America : 

'*  That,  whilst  we  deeply  regret  the 
railore  of  the  endeavours  of  his  Royal 
Highness  to  preserve  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  between  this  country  and  the 
United  Stotes,  we  entirely  approve  of  the 
resistance  wl^ich  has  been  opposed  by  his 
Royal  Highness  to  the  unjustifiable  pre- 
tensions  of  the  American  government^ 
being  satisfied  that  those  pretemions 
could  not  be  admitted  without  surrender- 
ing some  of  the  most  ancient,  undoubted^ 
and  important  rights  of  the  British  em- 
pire: 

"That,  impressed  as  we  are  with  these 
sentiments,  and  fully  convinced  of  the 
justice  of  the  war  in  which  his  Majestr 
has  been  compelled  to  engage,  his  Royal 
Hichn^ss  may  rdy  on  our  most  xealous 
u-  f^^^*'  support  in  every  measure 
which  may  be  necessary  for  prosecuting 
the  war  with  vigour,  and  for  bringing  it  to 
a  safe  and  honourable  termination.'^ 

Mr.  Pomonby  «aid,  that  though  the 
noble  lord  had  not  quoted  any  expressions 
of  his,  yet  as  he  stood  in  a  very  promijsent 
sitMstion,  tmd  had  not  uofreqeeotly  de% 
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liTered  hit  opinioot  oo  American  vBoAn, 
the  allusioiis  made  to  him  bj  the  noble 
lord  ap|>eared  to  be  ao  direct,  that  he  felt 
btmself  now  boimd  to  speak,  lest  he 
ahookl  be  8i:d»|ected  to  a  charge  of  incon- 
aistency.  The  House  most  remember, 
for  they  had  often  heard  him  speak  on  the 
subject,  what  his  sentiments  were  on  the 
Orders  in  Council*  From  the  commence^ 
nencement  of  that  system  to  its  conclo- 
aion^  he  had  Yentored  to  foretel,  that  if 
persefered  in,  it  woold  pn>dtice  hostiteties 
between  tlie  two  countries.  And,  when 
bis  Majesty's  ministers,  in  compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  that  House  and  of  the 
country,  thonght  fit  to  rerofce  those  Orders, 
be  had  expressed  his  conviction,  however 
wdveiae  he  had  been  to  them,  and  how- 
ever pleased  he  was  at  their  rerocation, 
that  the  measure  was  too  tardy  to  prevent 
the  mischief  and  avoid  the  breaking  out  of 
war.  He  had  also  observed,  that  if  it  did 
not  prevent  hostilities,  and  if  America  ma- 
nifested an  angry  and  acrimonious  spirit 
towards  this  country,  or  persevered  in  un- 
reasonable demands,  he  would  be  as 
leady  to  oppose  any  unjusUfiaMe  en- 
croachments attmnpted  by  her,  as  tbe 
firmest  friend  to  those  Orders  in  Council 
could  possibly  be.  The  noble  lord  had 
tntvelled  much  farther  back  into  the  his- 
loiy  of  the  Orders  in  Council  than  he 
wished  to  go.  There  was  now  no  ones- 
tion  before  the  House,  founded  on  them. 
They  had  been  revoked,  but  they  had  not 
produced  peace ;  we  were  at  present  in  a 
stake  of  war ;  and,  fix>m  every  thing  he 
could  collect,  on  a  subject  wholly  distinct 
firom,  and  unconnected  with,  the  Orders 
in  Conncil.  The  noble  lord  said,  that, 
under  all  tbe  circumstances  of  the  case, 
be  thought  his  Majesty's  ministers  weire 
finrly  entitled  to  the  approbation  of  tbe 
House ;  but,  whether  that  might  be  the 
fiM^t  or  not,  he  conceived  the  House  was 
bound,  at  present,  to  support  the  crown  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war;  and  he  con- 
fessed, for  his  own  part,  that  though  he 
might  animadvert  on  some  of  the  observe^ 
vations  in  the  Address  moved,  and  on 
aoase  of  the  expressions  used  by  the  noble 
lord,  he  felt  no  disposition  in  his  mind  to 
irote  against  the  general  proposition.  In 
the  ^frst  place,  the  war  wm  not  of  our 
making ;  the  crown  had  not  declared  that 
war ;  the  American  government  had  de- 
clared it  And,  therefore,  there  must  be 
a  strong  case  made  out,  for  the  power 
which  sought  war  to  induce  them  not  to 
aopport  their  government  in  the  sitnation  in 


which  it  hflUl  been  placed,  or  refuse  their 
best  co-operation  in  aiding  it  to  repel  ag- 
gression. The  papers  %vbich  had  been 
laid  before  the  House,  contained  a  variety 
of  letters  arising  out,  of  the  negociaiion 
which  had  recently  taken  place  between 
the  two  countries.  The  most  important- 
subject  which  they  comprised  \%a8  the 
question  of  impressment;  for,  as  to  the* 
Orders  in  Council,  in  a  commercial  or 
political  potnt  of  view,  they  had  been* 
given  up  and  were  now  entirely  out  of  the 
case ;  they  vrere  given  up,  and  constituted 
no  ground  of  the  war  at  present  carried  on 
between  America  and  this  country.  From' 
these  papers,  three  particular  stages  o( 
negociation  were  apparent,  to  which  he' 
thought  the  attention  of  the  House  oughtf 
to  be  directed ;  and  on  each  of  which  he- 
would  ofier  a  few  observations  and  deliven 
an  opinion  in  the  perfect  spirit  of  candour 
and  fiiimess.  The  first  stage  was,  the- 
overture  made  by  Mr.  Russell  to  the  noble 
lord  for  an  armistice,  with  the  understand*- 
ing,  that,  ^  during  iu  continuance,  there 
was  to  be  a  negociation  between  thiv 
country  and  America,  on  the  subject  of' 
impressment,  and  that,  while  it  was  pend* 
Ing,  the  right  of  impressment  should  be 
waived."  Now,  in  his  apprehension,  this 
negociation,  had  the  overture  been  agreed 
to,  would  have  taken  place  under  circum* 
stances,  which  mfght  have  induced  the 
American  government  to  believe  diat 
this  country  was  disposed  to  recede  farther 
than,  in  his  opinion,  she  ought,  from 
her  just  rights;  and  therefore,  if  he 
had  stood  in  the  noble  lord's  situation,  he 
would  not  have  agreed  to  the  overture,  or 
concluded  the  armistice  on  such  terms. 
The  next  proposition  was,  that  though  no- 
formal  or  regular  recognition  should  take 
place  betvreen  tbe  two  countries,  as  to  the 
suspension  of  the  disputed  right,  yet  a' 
secret  understanding  of  that  kind  should 
be  preserved  on  the  subject  by  the  respec- 
tive  governments,  till  the  matur  in  con* 
troversy  was  decided.  On  this  second' 
overture,  he  was  firee  to  say,  he  would 
have  -acted,  had  he  been  so  situated,  ex- 
actly as  the  noble  lord  had  done.  He 
would  not  have  consented  to  receive  that 
overture.  The  secret  understanding— the 
request  for  concealment— would,  m  the 
very  first  instance,  have  been  a  sufficient 
reason  with  him  to  reject  it— The  third 
stage  of  the  negociation  presented  a  third 
overture,  on  which,  he  owned,  he  enter* 
tabled  considerable  doubts.  This,  as  he 
understood  it  firon  the  P4»ers^  was  tbe< 
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overHire  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  to  sir  John 
Warren,  and  might  be  thus  described. 
*'  There  is  now/'  said  the  American  secre- 
tary  of  sUte,  '^  no  diflference  snbsisting 
between  the  two  coantries,  likely  to  lead 
to  a  continuance  of  warfare,  except  this 
question  of  impressment ;  and  I  think,  if 
some  agreement  can  be  entered  into  on 
this  point,  all  minor  afiairs  may  be  easily 
settled,  and  a  peace  must  be  the  conse- 
quence.^' The  objections  which  were 
made  to  the  two  former  overtures  conld 
not  apply  to  this.  The  American  govern- 
ment were  willing  to  negociate  Jiagrante 
^i^b-— while  this  country  was  freely  ezer- 
eising  its  accustomed  control.  "  We 
will,^'  said  Mr.  Monroe,  "  gtvo  up  both 
points ;  we  will  neither  require  an  armis- 
tice nor  a  suspension  of  the  right  yon 
claim,  and,  under  these  circnmstanoes» 
fre  will  enter  into  n^^iatioo."  What 
abjection  could  there  be  to  tSis,  if  his  in- 
terpretation of  the  papers  was  well  foufid- 
od,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  he 
voderstood  rightly  the  constmolion  which 
was  given  to  this  part  of  the  correspon- 
dence ;  for,  in  the  Declaration  afterwards 
published  by  the  Prince  Regent,  it  was 
observed,  as  a  reason  for  its  refiisal :  "  It 
is  true,  Great  Britain  might  have  entered 
mto  negociation,  without  an  armistice,  or 
a  suspension  of  the  right  to  impress ;  but 
'  then  she  was  required  to  do  it  on  the  basis 
of  receiving  a  legislative  provision,  from  a 
foreign  state,  in  the  place  of  a  right  which 
she  had  long  been  acowtomed  to  exer^ 
cue,"  Now,  on  this  part  of  the  subject, 
he  entertained  very  considerable  doubts. 
It  did  not  appear  to  him,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain abandcmed  her  right,  merely  by  en- 
tering into  a  negociation  on  the  question. 
Was  it  a  general  proposition,  that  a  nation 
gBTC  up  a  right,  when  she  proceeded  to 
negociate  respecting  its  exercise  ?  If  such 
a  proposition  as  this  were  tme,  there  would 
be  no  such  thing  as  amicable  negociation. 
Would  it  have  followed,  had  the  negotia- 
tion been  proceeded  in,  that  yon  must 
necessarily  accept  the  security  which 
America  might  ofer  ?  If  yon  feared  that 
the  security  would  not  be  sufficient,  yoQ 
might  have  spoken  thus  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  negociation,  and  guarded 
yourselves  against  it  at  the  very  entry— 
**  We  desire,  of  all  things,  the  restoration 
of  peace,  on  terms  satisfectory  to  both 
countries ;  yoo  propose  to  enter  into  a  ne- 
gociation on  the  sabject  of  the  right  of 
impress— .we  are  equally  willing  to  do 
•e^    baty  if  yea  imagine,  by  our  enter- 


ing into  thie  negociation,  that  we  are 
dtspoeed  to  abandon  the  right  in  dispute, 
without  the  most  peHect,  and  complete, 
and  decided  satisfaction ;  that, in  giving 
it  up,  our  interests  and  faoneur  shall  be  aa 
strongly  secured  as  they  now  are,  yon  are 
very  much  deceived  ;  and  therefore  do 
not  enter  into  the  negociation  with  os«  for 
we  will  not  surrender  our  right  without 
the  fullest  security.''— -Had  this  language 
been  used.  Great  ^Britain  could  not  have 
been  deceived ;  America  would  have 
known  her  situation  ;  and  the  right  would 
not  heve  been  weakened,  in  the  event  of 
the  negociation  proving  unsuccessful.  That 
the  result  of  such  a  negociation  would 
have  been  amicable,  he  was  hr  from  sup* 
peeing ;  but,  if  America  had  formed  anjr 
erroneoos  ideas  as  to  the  temper  of  thia 
country,  she  ought  to  be  told  so.  She 
ought  to  be  told  (although,  he  believed^ 
there  was  no  necessity  for  it)  that  Great 
Britain  never  would  abandon  her  right  of 
search  of  neutraUi,  for  contraband  of  war^ 
so  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  ber 
debrest  interests.    If  America  conotived 


that  she  bad  the  power  of  abaelvine  men 
from  the  allegianoe  dee  to  their  mrfnl 
sovereign,  and  of  making  British  sabjeda 
American  citiaens,  she  ought  to  be  toM 
that  luch  a  principle  was  nnreaaonaU* 
and  unjustifiable,  degrading  to  England^ 
subversive  of  ber  interests,  and  therefore 
one  which  she  would  never  cease  to  op- 
pose. Thia  was  the  hmgoage  be  would 
have  held  to  the  AoMrican  government^ 
had  he  been  placed  in  the  noble  lerd'a 
situation-HBtill  thinking  that  it  was  pot* 
sible  to  enter  into  some  negociation  on 
the  unfortunate  eubject  of  the  impress^ 
without  any  abandonment  of  the  rights* 
interests,  or  dignity  of  the  empire.— He 
would  ask  of  those  who  were  of  adifiereot 
opinion^  Was  there  ever  to  be  a  tennioa* 
tion  of  war  between  the  two  countriet  ? 
Were  they  to  be  always  in  a  stale  of  hos« 
tility?  He  hoped  nott  he  trusted  thcnr 
would  very  soon  be  reconciled  to  each 
other.  But  if  they  were  tq  return  to  that 
state  of  amity  which  was  so  very  desirable* 
by  what  means  was  the  change  to  be  ef« 
footed  ?  Was  it  not  through  the  median 
of  n^ociatien?  Bet  what  was  the  con- 
duct pursued  ?  The  n<ri>]e  lord,  in  the 
papers  before  them,  said— <<  We  are  ready 
to  receive  any  preposition  America  majr 
have  to  make  on  this  subject*  but  we  con* 
not  treat  with  bar  on  this  point,  for  we 
cannot  .adnvt  ber  basis.''  Now,  if  the 
aeUalord  meanlby  thi^  that  the  mem 
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act  of  negocialing  with  Ainericm* -was  a 
racogoition  of  this  basb— if  it  followed, 
that  tho  legislativa-  proTision  of  a  foreign 
state  not  to  nataraliae  British  sabjecta  most 
be  received  as  an  equivalent  for  our  giving 
up  the  right  of  impressy  the  rooment  the 
Begociation  was  opened*— then  he  would 
agree  in  the  opinion  of  the  nobJe  lord»  that 
it  would  not.  be  right  to  treat.  But  did 
the  noble  lord  mean  to  go  this  length ;  did 
be  mean  to  refuse  all  negociation*  al* 
though  it  might  have  the  eflbct  of  pro- 
ducing  an  amicable  settlement  of  the 
matter  in  dispute  ?  The  particular  sitna- 
lion  of  the  American  government  was 
worthy  of  peculiar  attention,  in  reference 
to  this  part  of  the  subject.  That  govern* 
nent  was  possessed  of  so  little  power,  was 
so  much  weaker  than  in  other  states*  that 
it  could  not  do  those  acts  ef  its  own.wiU, 
which  in  all  other  countries  were  perform* 
ed  b/  the  executive  body.  Therefore,  if 
you  haveiany  negociation  with  the  Ame* 
ifcan  government,  it  must  be,  in  a  certain 
degree,  through  Congress,  through  the  le* 
fiMature  of  the  state.  The  AmeriiANi 
President  could  not  enter  into  the  smallest 
agreement  with  any  power,  unless  it  was 
recognized,  or  conclude  atresty  without 
its  being  ratified  by  two  thirds  of  the 
Congress.  You  cannotp  therefore,  treat 
with  America  exactly  as  you  do  with 
other  countries;  for  in  her  case,  it  is  im* 
possible  lo  avoid  havine  something  of  le- 
gislative enactment  and  interforence.  If 
the  noble  lord  only  understood  the  position 
in  this  defined  and  contracted  view,  tfant 
England  vras  not  to  give  up  an  important 
right,  for  the  contingent  lef^siative  provi- 
sion of  another  state ;  then  be  thought  he 
was  perfectly  conreot.  Far  he  would 
never  bind  down  this  countrv  to  a  treatv 
with  any  nation  in  the  work  bjr  wh^h 
England  should,  even  by  implication,  part 
with  a  valuable  right  for  a  promised  leais- 
lative  provision.  Bat,  if  it  were  intended 
in  a  general  and  extensive  sense,  that  no 
negociation  would  be  entered  into  oi^the 
subject,  then  he  disapproved  entirely  of 
the  principle.  For,  when  they  came  to 
negodate,  it  must  be  on  this  point,  other- 
wise there  never  could  be  peace.  They 
must  go  to  discussion  on  thejxiint  or  the 
vrar  must  be  eternal.— The  noble  lord  had 
touched  on  another  subjieot,  not  exactly 
connected  with  this-— namely,  the  conduct 
•f  the  war.  He  said,  the  government  were 
justified  in  the  course  they  had  pursued—* 
that  they  were  innocent  at  least,  if  not 
pratse*worthyii--The  light  faiui.  goatle^ 


man  said,  he  was  not  going  to  pronounce 
any  sentence  of  positive  condemnation 
against  his  Majesty's  ministers ;  but  this 
he  would  say,  that  all  he  had  heard,  and 
seen,  and  read,  of  their  conduct,  seemed 
to  have  contributed  more  to  the  conti- 
nuance than  to  the  termination  of  the  con* 
test.  The  noble  lord  said,  he  did  not  ex* 
pect  a  favourable  conclusion  to  the  nego* 
ciation.  If  be  did  not,  had  he  not  a  right 
to  have  been  prepared  to  prevent  those 
triumphs  which  the  Americans  had  gained 
at  sea?  Did  the  noble  lord  believe  that 
those  successes,  accidental  in  a  great  de» 
gree,— -(Hear,  hear!  from  the  Treasury 
Bench.)— "Aye!"  said  Mr.  Ponsonbyv 
''accidental,  but  n<ftm  the  sense  which 
the  hon.  gentlemen  mean.''  Did  the 
noble  lord,  he  repeated,  believe,  that  those 
successes  would  not  have  the  efiect  at 
strengthening  the  war  party  in  America) 
Would  they  not  exult  when  they  saw  our 
fi-igates  made  the  prize  of  their  marine  ? 
The  noble  lord  might  tell  the  House,  that 
our  fleets  were  employed  elsewhere.  But 
whan  it  was  recollected  that  America  had 
but  three  or  four  fiigatei^  and  about  as 
many  sloops  on  the  ocean,  when  they  con^ 
sidered  that  that  was  her  whole  force,  was 
the  noble  lord  prepared  to  say,  that  gover»> 
ment  were  not  able  to  affiNrd  tuch  a  htea 
from  the  British  navy,  as  might  not  only 
cope  with,  but  sweep  the  petty  fleet  of 
America  from  the  ocean  ?  If  this  were  the 
fact,  then  France  had  reduced  our  navy  t# 
a  state  of  decrepitude,  which,  on  hb  con* 
science,  he  had  never  believed  possible^-* 
Having  delivered  these  sentiments,  it 
might  be  supposed  that  he  ought,  cons»» 
quently,  to  oppose  the  Address.  He  did 
not  foe]  it  so;  and  he  would  briefly  state 
the  motives  which  determined  his  conduct. 
He  thought  the  present  state  of  things  was 
produced  by  a  variety  of  irritating  cii^ 
cumstances,  and  bhuneable  conduct,  on 
the  part  of  both  governments.  Neither 
government  was  free  from  censure  on  this 
subject;  and,  he  believed,  there  were 
many  persons  in  America,  anxious  to 
carry  the  war  further  than  they  ought—to 
continue  and  keep  up  this  spirit  of  discord 
between  the  two  oountries---therefore,  he 
feared,  that  if  he,  or  any  great  number  of 
gentlemen  were  to  oppose  the  Address,  it 
wouki  have  the  efifect  of  encouraging  those 
persons  to  make  demands  on  this  country, 
mconsisteat  with  our  rights,  and  which 
he,  himself,  thought  the  government  ought 
not  to  grant.  He  was  desirous  not  to  have 
his  conduct  misunderstood :  if  he  were 
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f>1aced  in  a  predicament  either  to  vote  for 
an  Address  which  be  did  not  entirely  ap- 
prove, but  from  an  opposition  to  which 
great  mischief  was  likely  to  ensue — his 
duty  bade  him  prefer  the  former  course. 
The  noble  lord  might  depend  upon  it  that 
wherever  he  had  any  influence  or  weight, 
he  would  support  his  king  and  the  just 
maritime  righu  of  England.    But  he  ex- 

J)ected,  from  the  noble  lord  and  his  col* 
eagues,  that  they  should  be  ready  to 
meet  the  American  government  amicably, 
on  the  points  which  occasioned  the  war, 
and  when  an  opportunity  arrived,  that  they 
would,  if  possible,  immediately  put  an  end 
to  it. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  he  would  not  go  into 
the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  They 
were  dead,  and  nothing  need  be  ofifered  to 
the  House  upon  them.  Neither  would  he 
enter  upon  the  consideratioa  of  the  Li* 
^oenoe  Trade,  which  had  grown  out  of 
them,  but  was  now  abandoned,  and  given 
up  as  injurious  to  the  country.  He  was 
aware  the  sentiments  he  was  about  to  de- 
liver were  not  very  popular  !h  that  House ; 
yet  his  sense  of  duty  would  not  allow  him 
to  with-hold  them.  He  then  stated,  that 
he  did  not  believe  the  assertions  of  the 
noble  lord  were  correct,  that  the  Ame* 
rican  declaration  of  war  was  at  alt  con* 
nected  with  the  state  of  Russia  and 
France,  which  had  no  influence  on  the 
American  government*  They  looked  little 
to  European  politics  ;  and  it  was  impos- 
aible  to  read  the  papers  produced,  and  not 
aee  that  the  sole  cause  of  the  war  was  the 
Orders  in  Council.  This  v^s  evident 
from  one  of  the  very  last  dispatches  of 
the  noble  lord  himself  to  Mr.  Foster, 
which  was  to  be  communicated  tn  exieruo 
to  the  American  government,  and  in 
which  he  was  directed  not  to  encourage 
the  most  distant  expectations  that  these 
Orders  were  to  be  given  up,  while  hi  fact 
they  were  repealed  before  the  dispatch 
reached  its  destination.  He  would  appeal 
to  that  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Foster)  who 
had  fiilfiUed  with  so  inuch  ability  the  in- 
structions he  had  received,  and  had  now 
a  seat  in  that  House,  whether  it  was  not 
his  opinion,  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  American  exe- 
cutive, that  an  earlier  sacrifice  of  these 
Orders  would  have  prevented  hosti^ 
IHies  ?  When  war  did  ensue,  it  was  true 
the  Declaration  did  not  set  forth  this  point 
only,  but  recapitulated  a  great  many  other 
grievances,  some  of  them  old  sobjects  of 
complaint,    and   others  which  perhaps 


might  have  been  considered  as  settled*. 
Thi8>  however,  was  always  the  case  oiy 
such  occasions,  and  sach  declaration* 
were  rarely  confined  to  the  sole  point  at 
issue.  He  had  heard  of  a  Spanish  decla* 
ration  of  war,  in  which  one  of  the  grounds 
of  ofience  was,  that  the  English  Secretary 
had  received  their  ambassador  in  boots. 
Yet  no  one  went  so  far  as  to  pronounce 
this  to  be  the  cause  of  the  wan  On  the 
subject  of  blockade,  the  government  of 
both  countries  agreed  in  opinion.  Tho^ 
subject  of  impressment  was  now  the  onljr 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  peace,  and  a  most 
important  one  it  was.  He  Mtstrongljr 
that  the  safety  of  the  country  would  btf 
very  much  endangered  by  a  compromise 
of  this  right,  or  a  surrender  of  the  prin* 
ciple,  unless  some  substitute  could  be  de- 
vised, and  he  was  also  aware  of  the  very 
Ct  difficulty  of  such  substitute  being 
d.  But  Mr*  Russell's  proposal  ought 
to  have  been  rejected  with  expressions 
more  conciliatory,  and  the  door  ought  not 
to  have  been  shut  so  abruptly  npon  nego« 
ciation,  with  a  phrase  about  maritime 
rights,  such  as  there  were  always  plentv 
of  ready  for  nse  in  the  Secretary  of  State  • 
Office.  What  was  the  state  of  the  impress- 
ment?  The  noblit  lord  said  there  were 
about  1,600  American  seamen  in  our  serw 
vice,  but  bad  not  noticed  that  there  were 
16,000  of  our  aeamen,  in  the  service  of 
America :  at  least  ten  to  one.  He  stated 
this  to  shew  that  it  was  even  more  for  our 
own  interest  than  for  the  interest  of  Ame- 
rica to  call  for  and  court  negociation  upon 
the  subject  of  an  arrangement  upon  this 
point.  To  shew  that  we  ought  net  to  shut 
the  door  upon  it,  bat  look  anxiously  for  a 
settlement'  With  respeet  to  the  American 
certificates,  he  narrated  a  fact  which  had 
happened  within  his  own  knowledge, 
which  shewed  that  in  this  also  it  was  for 
our  benefit  to  entertain  negociation  rather 
than  exclude  it.  In  an  American  ship,  in 
which  he  arrived  at  Portsmouth  harbour 
from  America,  a  person  came  on  board  to 
search  for  British  seamen.  All  the  crew 
produced  certificates  but  one,  who  waa 
carried  off*  in  the  boat,  upon  which  the 
American  captain  burst  into  a  laugh,  and 
said,  '*  there,  they  have  taken  a  man  who 
was  never  before  out  of  Pensylvania  in 
his  life,  and  who,  thinking  nobody  could 
doubt  it,  did  not  take  the  precaution  of 
procuring  a  certificate,  and  have  lef^  three 
fellows  who  have  not  been  six  months  out 
of  a  man  of  war,  but  have  been  wiser  io 
this  respect,^'    This  proved,  that  if  Arae* 
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rica'did  not  call  on  usy  it  was  our  interest 
to  call  on  America  to  come  to  a  definitive 
aod  satisfactory  arrangement  on  this  head. 
Yet  there  being  even  1 ,600  Americans  in 
'our  navy,  he  conceived  to  be  no  captious 
ground  of  complaint  to  an  independent 
state.  What  would  we  say,  if  1,600  of 
our  men  were  shut  up  for  life  in  the  ser- 
vice of  America  ?  Would  it  not  be 
a  good  ground  for  calling  on  that  power 
for  redress  ?  This  was  a  matter  not  to  be 
stttled  by  a  balance  of  population,  nor 
ought  it  to  be  looked  at  in  that  way;  on  the 
contrary,  it  loudly  called  for  a  settlement, 
by  negociation  and  amicable  discussion^  for 
-the  qui.et  and  benefit  of  both  countries. 
America,  in  calling  for  reparation,  in  his 
opinion.  Only  did  that  which  every  inde* 
pendent  country  ought  to  do  for  itself,  and 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  noble  lord  (Cas* 
4ereagh)  which  had  a  tendency  to  stop  the 
treaty  in  iimine  were  injurious  to  both  na- 
tions. He  doubted  extremely  whether  an 
act  of  congress  could  amend  the  matter, 
but  even  if  no  plan  could  be  devised,  dis- 
cussion ought  to  be  allowed,  to  shew  that 
.the  evil  was  without  a  remedy.  It  was 
true  that  the  two  oalhs  of  identity  might 
l>e  evaded,  they  had  proof  that  they  often 
were  evaded,  but  still  they  ought  to  see 
what  could  be  done^^nd  he  thought  that 
^even  discussion,  though  unsuccessful  in 
the  isfue,  might  now,  as  in  the  case  of  lords 
Holland  and  Auckland,  have  done  much 
towards  a  settlement  of  the  question.  The 
difficulty  was  not  only  as  to  who  were,  but 
what  were  American  citizens,  and  al- 
though it  might  be  very  fine  to  say,  no 
man  couW  shake  off  his  allegiance,  yet 
when  they  knew  that  many  men  were  na- 
foralized  in  America,  that  principle  must 
be  departed  from.  Various  regulations 
might  be  adopted  to  lessen  the  evil.  He 
conceived  it  would  be  right  to  abstain 
from  impressing  on  the  American  coasts, 
and  that  when  persons  were  taken  else- 
where, the  ship  in  which  they  were  should 
on  its  return  to  port  make  a  return  of  their 
names  to  the  American  consul,  in  order 
that  proper  enquiry  might  be  made.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  asked,  supposing  Ame- 
rica was  at  war  with  France,  and  this 
cot]ntr3r  at  peace,  would  we  consent  to  all 
oor  citizens  being  impressed  who  could 
not  produce  certificates  ?  He  agreed  that 
no  proposal  had  been  made  to  government 
which  they  could  accept ;  but  contended, 
that  a  more  conciliatory  spirit  should 
liave  been  shewn,  which  would  have  gone 
far  to  induce  America  to  put  an  end  to 


the  war.  The  hon.  gentleman  then  ad- 
verted to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  which 
he  condemned  as  not  being  sufficiently 
vigorous;  which  if  it  had  been,  it  would 
have  produced  such  a  stato  of  distress  ia 
America  as  would  have  led  to  an  inclina- 
tion for  peace.  The  conduct  of  the  war  it 
could  not  be  denied  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  question  of  its  continuance. 
All  that  had  yet  been  done  had  a  tendency 
to  prolong  the  contest*  The  loss  of  our 
frigates,  for  instance,  was  a  sore  disap- 
pointment in  this  country,  and  might 
tend  to  the  prolongation  of  hostilities  on 
the  part  of  America.  Such  circumstances 
strengthened  the  war  party  in  that  country 
and  rendered  the  state  of  hostilities  more 
popular  than  it  would  otherwise  have 
been.  Without  going  into  detail,  h« 
would  say  that  with  1 45,000  seamen  (in 
spite  of  all  that  had  been  advanced  by  an 
official  writer,  who  had  maintained  a 
news-paper  controversy  on  the  subject 
under  the  signature  of  Nereus),  we  ought 
to  have  blockaded  the  whole  American 
force ;  for  which  there  nerer  was  a  coast 
more  favourable  than  that  of  the  United 
States.  The  Chesapeake  and  New  York 
presented  no  obstacles  to  unremitted 
blockade  )  and  the  Delaware  and  Boston 
were  equally  assailable  in  this  way,  ex- 
cept for  a  short  space  during  the  winter 
months.  He  was  sure  no  part  of  the  coast 
of  France  presented  such  facilities.  Go- 
vernment were  not  taken  by  surprise,  and 
yet  they  had  nothing  on  the  seas  to  meet 
half  a  dozen  American  frigates. — (Hear, 
from  ministers.)  He  did  not  know  where 
the  blame  attached;  they  might  throw  it 
upon  their  officers,  but  he  was  sure  cen- 
sure was  deserved  somewhere.  As  for  the 
excuse  set  up  of  our  forces  being  so  much 
employed  elsewhere— these  were  military 
and  not  naval  forces,  and  therefore  furnished 
no  excuse  for  inefficiency  in  the  present  in- 
stance. Of  the  latter  we  should  have  had 
a  sufficiency  disposable.  In  June  the  war 
commenced,  and  the  American  frigates 
cruized  without  interruption,  till  they  as- 
sembled again  altogether  in  Boston, 
whence  commodore  Rodgers  sailed  again 
with  his  squadron  in  the  middle  of  Oc« 
tober.  There  were  also  great  complaints 
from  the  West  Indies  of  the  depredations 
committed  by  American  privateers.  For 
these  things  he  censured  ministers,  but 
concluded  by  bestowing  an  unmixed  tri- 
bute of  applause  on  the  sagacity  and  vi- 
gour displayed  in  the  defence  of  Canada. 
Mr.  F.  T.  H.  Fouer  (iate  ambassador 
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to  the  United  States)  declared  be  had  at 
all  times  used  his  most  sealous  endeavours 
to  promote  peace  and  a  good  understand- 
ing between  the  countries^  and  be  deeply 
regretted  that  the  negociations  had  ended 
in  hostilitv.  There  was  one  point,  in  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  last 
addressed  them»  which  he  felt  called  on  to 
Botice.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  said, 
that  if  the  Orders  in  Council  had  been  re- 
pealed in  time,  hostilities  would  have  been 
preTented.  But,  besides  the  Orders  in 
Council,  there  were  certainly  rarious 
grievances  dwelt  on  in  a  very  odious 
manner  by  that  country;  (^ievances 
many  of  which  had  been  previously  set« 
tied,)  and  other  complaints  raised  about 
the  conduct  of  the  British  legation,  which 
be  need  not  say  to  this  House  or  this 
country  were  altogether  unworthy  of 
credit  They  were  the  inventions  of  that 
party  whose  overwhelming  influence  was 
the  source  of  all  the  differences  between 
the  countries.  He  was  not  therefore  able 
to  say  that  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  hoseilities,  would  have  had  the  effect  of 
averting  them.  Their  repeal  might  have 
had  some  influence  with  the  government, 
but  he  did  not  think  the  government  was 
sufficiently  master  of  the  congress  to  be 
able  to  do  what  they  i  might  think  most 
beneficial  for  the  country.  From  the 
persons  at  the  head  of  affairs,  and  from 
Mr.  Monroe  in  particular,  be  had  ever 
received  the  utmost  civility  and  attention, 
and  he  believed  there  existed  no  indispo* 
sition  on  their  parts  to  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement of  all  matters  in  dispute  with 
Great  Britain.  He  could  not  agree  with 
the  assertion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  that 
there  was  no  party  in  America  friendly  to 
France.  The  revolution  had  made  a 
itronff  impression  there,  and  numerous 
proselytes;  and  though  the  turn  which 
afiairs  had  taken  in  France  might  have 
detached  the  better  part  from  them,  they 
were  yet  a  strong  party.  Nor* were  they 
the  only  party  favourable  to  war,  for 
there  was  also  an  Anti-Anglican  party, 
who  took  every  opportunity  to  embitter 
the  feelings  of  the  American  people  aeainst 
this  .country,  and  foment  hatred  and  ani- 
mosity against  us.  The  House  might  trace 
the  workmgs  of  this  inimical  spirit,  from  a 
very  early  period.  When  we  offered  to 
renew  the  treaty  of  1794,  it  was  this  spirit 
which  caused  that  offer  to  be  rejected, 
and  the  party  who  held  it  to  be  injurious 
prerailed  against  the  other,  although  it 


had  at  its  head  the  ^reat  Washington* 
Again,  the  Treaty  of  Limits,  of  1 803,  was 
rejected  by  Mr.  Jefierson,  from  the  pre- 
valence of  the  same  persons  and  princi- 
ples ;  and  be  traced  this  to  shew  the  an- 
tipathy so  long  and  uninterruptedly  en- 
tertained by  some  of  the  Americans  against 
this  country^  The  treaty  of  1806,  con* 
eluded  between  Messrs.  Pinckne^  and 
Monroe,  and  an  administration  in  this 
country,  supposed  to  be  very  favourable 
to  them,  was  not  ratified,  from  the  same 
cause.  But  the  strongest  proof  that  the 
American  government,  influenced  by  thia 
spirit,  were  ever  desirous  of  keeping  griev- 
ances alive,  was  to  be  found  in  the  matter 
of  the  Chesapeake  in  1807.  The  moment 
that  unfortunate  affair  was  known  in  this 
country,  reparation  was  offered  to  be 
made,  but  all  that  could  be  done  was  un- 
availing;  the  President  rejected  every 
atonement,  and  without  inquiry  issued  a 
proclamation  to  exclude  British  shipping 
from  the  ports  of  the  American  States, 
and  continued  to  act  upon  it,  refusing 
all  offers  to  repair  the  injury  done. 

With  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Council^ 
and  the  doctrine  of  bfockade,  he  might 
notice,  that  at  one  time,  when  there  was  a 
probability  of  the  former  being  rescinded, 
as  appeared  from  the  letter  of  the  mar- 
quis Wellesley,  so  far  was  America  from 
meeting  it  with  a  corresponding  feeling, 
her  government  only  seemed  anxious  to 
keep  alive  another  excuse  for  the  Non-im- 
portation Act,  and  for  this  purpose  they 
drew  from  the  dust,  where  it  had  lain  for 
three  years,  the  blockade  of  1806,  which 
had  never  before  been  complaitied  of,  and 
which,  at  the  moment  it  passed,  was  not 
considered  as  injurious ^to  the  interests  of 
the  United  States  by  their  minister  in  thk 
country.  Mr.  Pinckney  was  the  first  to 
produce  this  notable  expedient.  He 
wrote  to  know  if  that  blockade  still  existed, 
and  was  answered  by  lord  Wellesley,  that 
it  was  comprised  in  the  Order  of  1807. 
Not  satisfied  with  this,  he  again  wrote  for 
a  more  explicit  declliration,  and  received 
a  more  particular  reply  in  1810.  From 
this,  the  blockade  was  brought  out  as  a 
stumbling  block,  and  the  Ajnerican  go- 
vernment well  knew  that  we  could  not 
sacrifice  the  principle  on  which  it  waa 
founded,  without  subverting  our  dearest 
rights ;  and  yet  they  instructed  Mr. 
Pinckney  to  demand  not  only  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  but  the  relinquish- 
ment of  the  blockades  of  1806«7  as  indie* 
pensibie  to  pacific  agreement* 
3 
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Eren  up  to  the  pre^nt  p«riod,  they 
found  America  always  anxious   to  keep 
alive  something  of  ill-will  and  ferment; 
and  why  •she  went  to  war  in  1812,  rather 
than  in  ]809>  it  was  impossible  to  say! 
Indeed,  they  had  declared  then  (1809,) 
that  they  considered  themselves  entitled  to 
go  to  war  without  notice  ;    and  had  since 
80  incessantly  kept  up   the  cry   of  the 
"  wolf,"  that  no  one  would  believe  they 
were  in  earnest  till  the  war  really  took 
place.     This  strange  disposition  he  as- 
signed  to  the  party   politics   and   party 
spirit  which  prevailed,  and  with  which 
America  had  more  to  do  than  with  her 
foreign  relations.     Under  Washington  she 
was  true  to  her  own  interests,  and  con- 
tinued so  while   his  influence  subsisted^ 
even  after  he  had  descended    into    the 
grave.   Subsequently  to  this,  however,  his 
influence  subsided  and  a  new  system  en- 
sued—the party  at  present  in  the  controul 
of  affairs  obtained  power,  to  the  retention 
of  which  they  had  directed  all  their  exer- 
tions ever  since.     For  this  they  procured 
a  majority  in  the  represenution,  which, 
like  their  majority  in  th^  country,  was  fic- 
titious.    Their  majority  in  the  representa- 
tion was  founded  on  the  slavish  popula- 
tion, and  this  was  well  known  to  be  a  very 
great  grievance  to  the  Northern  States, 
and    the    white    people    who    inhabited 
them.    But  having  got  into  power,  this 
party  were  anxious  to  preserve  it,  which 
they  did  by  creating  new  states,  with  new 
representatives  of  their  own  sort,  and  for 
senators,  they  had  a  return  of  them  from 
the  desert  districU  of  the  South.    There 
were,  he  rejoiced  to  say,  many  men  of 
honour,  worth,  and  talents,  in  America, 
who  were  an  hoi^our  to  that  or  any  otb^r 
country.       Witness,     for    example,    the 
distinguished   and  celebrated  orators    pf 
Virginia. 

But,  generally  speaking,  they  were  not 
a  people  we  should  be  proud  to  acknow- 
ledge as  our  relations.  He  did  not  mean 
any  disparagement  to  the  native  Ame- 
ricans, but  alluded  to  the  rery  numerous 
emigrants  from  Europe,  among  whom, 
be  was  sorry  to  say,  those  from  the 
sister  island  were  conspicuous,  and  there 
jvere  no  fewer  than  six  United  Irishmen 
m  the  American  congress,  remarkable  for 
their  inveterate  hostility  to  this  country, 
for  the  war  with  which  they  had  all  voted. 
With  the  exception  of  the  capital,  where 
men  were  well  informed  and  sensible,  the 
mast  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pensvlvania 
were  ignorant  and  boorish  iff  their  man- 
(VOL.XXIV.) 
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ners.      But  in  the  Northern  States,    an 
Englishman  might  travel  with  pride  and 
pleasure;    finding    there,   men  endowed 
with  uncommon  afiection  for  their  country, 
and  also  with  a  natural  affection  for  that 
country  which  was  ttheir  parent  stock.     It 
was  in  that  quarter,  in  New  England,  where 
they  were  roost  affected  by  the   Orders 
in  Council  and  the  blockade ;  for  out  of 
1,424,000,  the  whole  tonnage  of  America, 
their    share  amounted   to  four-sevenths; 
and  yet  all  to  the  north  of  Hudson's  there 
was  no  cry  against  these  Orders,     but 
the  cry  was  raised  in  the  middle  states 
which  possessed  a  rery  small  proportion 
of  shipping.     But  for  this  cry  raised  in 
parts  not  at  all  affected    by    the    naval 
grievance,  the    differences  between    the 
countries  might  have  been  settled.     Whe- 
ther the    di  Be  re  nee    as   to    impressment 
could  be  settled,  he  was  not  aware,  but 
this  he  could  state — after  the  war  had  been 
declared  a  few  days,  he  had  a  conversa- 
tion   with   the    Arperican    ministers,    in 
which  that  subject  was  not  mentioned  as 
a  paramount  consideration,  but    in    the 
usual  way  as  a  ipinor  grievance,  while  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  held  forth  as  the 
only    great   and   ostensible  obstacles  Ho 
peace.    X<ittle  did   he  think,   that  afler 
their  repeal,  America,  ^ith  so  many  in- 
ducements to  be  at  peace,  would  continue 
at  war.     But  he  doubted  the  strength  of 
the    goTernment    to  carry  a    beneficial 
and  pacific  measure  against  the  party  with 
many  heads,  vvho  had  determined  on  war. 
This  party  was  indeed  a  singqlar  one,  sp 
constituted,  and  so  various  in  argument 
arid  action,  that  it  was  never  possible  to 
anticipate  what  would  be  their  course  in 
either.    It  was  impo^ible  to  form  an  opi- 
nion of  their  future  actiops  by  any  data 
of  their  part.      At  the  beginning  of  the 
winter  in  December,  when  the  Federal 
went  over  to  the  delujding  party  in  a  great 
body,  war  seemed  ineiritable;    but  then 
the  matter  end.ed  in  the  production  of  six 
resolutions,  of  which  only  one  was  of  a 
warlike  nature,  and  that  simply  defensive 
for  arming  the  merchantmen.    When  all 
this  menacing  attitude  was  relinquished, 
it  was  clear  they  were  only  engaged  in  a 
puerile  attempt  to  frighten  Great  Britain. 
And  who  could  have  believed  that  after  all 
this  they  wpuld  have  gone  to  war,  when 
they  thereby  exposed  a  commerce  of  1Q8 
millions  of  dollars  in  exportation ;  when 
600  sail  of  vessels  which  had  saited,  after 
the  embargo    was  taken  off,  for  Spain, 
Portugal,    the   East    Indies,   &Ct   w^re 
(2S) 
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risked;  when  their  whole  naval  force 
consisted  of  four  frigates  (the  Constitution 
•was  not  then  finished ;)  when  1,000  re- 
cruits were  all  that  were  reported  to  be 
efficient  for  the  regular  army  ;  when  one 
thousand  five  hundred  miles  of  coast  was 
exposed  to  the  greatest  naval  power  in  the 
world  ;  when  they  were  unable  to  raise  a 
loan  of  about  two  millions  and  a  quarter 
sterling,  and  their  whole  finances  were  in 
a  state  of  unproductiveness ;  could  he 
suppose,  that  under  isuch  circumstances 
they  would  go  to  war  ?  The  language  of 
congress  might  be  one  thing,  but  ttie  in- 
terests of  the  country  were  another.  The 
government  were  hurried  into  hostilities 
by  a  party  they  could  not  guide  or  con- 
troul,  though  evidently  most  injurious  and 
dangqrous  to  the  interests  of  the  country. 
The  war  was  carried  in  congress  by  that 
rancorous  faction  against  the  English, 
%rho  persuaded  others  to  join  them  on  this 
occasion,  for  fear  a  difference  might  break 
up  the  democratic  party;  and  in  the  s^* 
nate  the  war  measure  was  carried  by  the 
opponents  of  government,  who  were  de- 
sirous of  making  them  unpopular.  The 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council .  might 
therefore  have  had  no  effect ;  and  in  truth 
the  reporU  circulated  relative  to  stirring 
tip  the  Indians,  was  as  great  a  cause  of 
the  war  as  any  of  its  promoters  had  de- 
vised. 

Mr.  WTiitbread  expressed  himself  oblig- 
ed to  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  for  the  statement  he  had  made, 
as  it  was  in  his  power  to  give  an  account 
of  matters  which  no  one  else  could  have 
done.  At  the  same  time  he  observed  that 
there  were  several  parts  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's speech,  which  itwasdifficult  to  recon- 
cile with  each  other,  or  with  statemenufor- 
merlymade  in  that  House.  It  was  a  matter 
of  much  consolation  to  him  to  have  heard 
from  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  neither  Mr. 
Monroe  nor  Mr.  Madison,  seemed  to 
him  to  be  actuated  solely  by  a  spirit  of 
hostility  towards  this  country.  From  this 
there  was  some  reason  to  hope,  that  a 
conciliatory  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  ministers  of  this  country,  might  yet 
lead  to  an  adjustment  of  the  existing  dif- 
ferences between  the  countries  without 
any  further  loss  of  time.  For  himself,  al- 
thotfffh  he  differed  firom  those  Who  consi- 
dered the  American  government  as  being 
wholly  to  blame  in  producing  the  war 
that  now  unhappily  existed  between  the 
two  countries,  be  could  not  but  rejoice  in 
that  part  of  the  hon,  member's  speech 


which  exculpated  the  person  at  the  head 
of  the  American  executive,  from  having 
hurried  that  nation  into  a  war.  He  had  been 
much  and  liberally  reviled  by  Ibe  noble 
lord  and  others  for  his  attachment  to  the 
politics  of  France,  but  it  now  appeared 
that  war  had  been  produced  by  causes  be- 
yond his  controuf.  He  wished,  however, 
that  one  part  of  the  hon.  member's  speech 
had  been  omitted,  it  was  that  part  which 
merely  contained  his  opinions  of  persons 
and  motives,  and  a  history  of  the  state  of 
parties  among  the  people  of  America.  As 
it  was  not  likely  to  lead  to  conciliation,  ift 
would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  much 
better,  had  it  been  altogether  omitted* 
Such  speculations  upon  parties  in  anv 
country  were  subject  to  much  error,  for  it 
was  not  possible  always  to  catch  the  prin- 
ciples that  guided  the  desultory  proceed- 
ing of  such  assemblies  as  those  of  America^ 
and  which,  as  they  would  go  forth  to  the 
world,  could  not  have  a  very  conciliating 
effect.  He  remembered  that  some  of  those 
friends  with  whom  he  .acted,  and  some 
who  were  now  dead,  but  in  whose  steps 
he  had  trod  from  the  commencement  of 
his  political  life,  and  he  hoped  he  should 
tread  in  them  to  the  end  of  it,  had  been 
much  reviled  in  and  out  of  that  House,  for 
speeches  which  they  uttered,  and  which, 
it  was  said,  were  more  likely  to  produce  a 
war  with  America  than  any  of  those  ques- 
tions that'  were  in  discussion.  Yet  pure- 
ly the  course  which  had  been  arraigned  in 
them  was  now  followed  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber on  the  other  side.  He  did  not,  indeed, 
attribute  much  to  the  inferences  drawn  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  as  to  what  passed  in 
the  American  senate,  for  all  such  infer- 
ences, attempted  to  be  deduced  from  the 
motives  that  actuated  a  public  assembly, 
were  peculiarly  falliacious.  For  his  owil 
part,  he  should  abstain  from  any  remarks 
on  the  personal  character  or  views  of  mea 
who  had  been  elected  to  a  representative 
assembly  in  another  state.  He  did  not 
wonder  at  the  hon.  gentleman's  inability 
to  follow  the  American  government 
through  all  the  changes  and  diversities  of 
their  policy,  and  to  anticipate  the  issue  of 
their  various  legiala^ve  proceedings.  Such 
changes  were  not  peculiar  to  America. 
To  recur,  for  example,  to  our  own  proceed- 
ings, who  could  have  anticipated  the 
events  that  marked  the  close  of  the  last 
session  of  the  last  parliament?  In  the 
course  of  that  session  (2lst  of  April)  it  was 
loudly  proclaimed  that  the  Orders  ia 
Council  would  never  be  repealed  but  opoa 
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certain  conditions,  then  dbtinctly  men- 
tioned ;  yet  the  noble  lord,  who  first  talk- 
ed of  suspension,  at  last  consented  to  a  re - 
Tocation,  upon  the  pretext  of  a  contempti- 
ble paper  fabricated  by  France  to  answer 
her  own  political  purposes,  and  as  flimsy  as 
that  paper  which  was  made  the  around  of 
the  pohcy  of  the  government.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  expressed  his  surprise  that 
America,  particularly  after  submitting  to 
all  the  injuries  and  indignities  of  that  sys- 
tem which  commenced  in  1807,  should 
with  a  commerce  so  increasing,  and  a  navy 
so  contemptible,  tempt  the  strength  and 
resentment  of  Great  Britain.  Yet  the 
noble  lord  took  no  blame  to  himself 
for  that  insult  which  the  British  flag  had 
sustained.  He  felt  no  compunction  in 
the  contemplation  of  th^t  rebuff  which 
our  seamen  had  received,  for  the  firsttime, 
from  the  American  navy-^that  contempt- 
ible navy  of  four  frigates,  which  had  cap- 
tured two  of  oar  finest  frigates.  This 
was,  indeed,  an  event  to  be  deplored,  it 
was  long  since  English  seamen  had  expe- 
rienced a  rebufi";  but  the  influence  which 
it  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  American 
people  in  reconciling  them  to  the  war,  he 
considered  as  a  still  more  important  and 
disastrous  effect.  Those  triumphs  had  ri- 
'  vetted  their  affections  to  the  war — all  par- 
ties were  elated  with  them,  though  all 
parties  miffht  not  be  agreed  upon  the  pro- 
secution of  hostilities.  Still,  however,  he 
did  not  mean  to  vote  against  the  Address, 
thoueh  he  did  not  concur  in  every  thing 
that  It  expressed  j  because  it  pledged  the 
House  only  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  and  all  wars  when  once  entered  into 
ought  to  be  vigorously  prosecuted — be- 
cause he  considered  it  as  the  duty  of  every 
Englishman  to  support  the  government  by 
every  means  in  his  power  m  a  war,  when 
once  it  was  declared ;  and  because  the 
Address  recommended  at  the  same  time  as 
speedy  a  termination  of  the  contest,  as  the 
honour  and  the  interests  of  the  country 
would  admit. 

Certainly  he  could  not  consider  Ame- 
rica as  being  wholly  to  blame  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  war.  But  in  ascribing  to 
the  conduct  of  our  own  government  the 
existing  rupture  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, he  was  justified  by  a  review  of  the 
history  and  progress  of  the  preceding  ne- 
^ociations.  What  were  the  circumstances 
in  which  America  was  placed  previously  to 
war's  being  declared  ?  The  House  would 
remember  the  Declaration  of  the  Prince 
Segent,  on  the  2 1st  Aprils  stating,  that  no- 


thing but  the  unequivocal  and  absolute 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  De- 
crees, could  induce  the  British  government 
to  rescind  the  Orders  in  Council.  From 
the  moment  that  Declaration  reached 
America,  she  must  have  considered  nego- 
ciation  as  hopeless,  and  have  made  up  her 
mind  to  war.  The  paper  produced  by 
Mr.  Russell  was  but  a  pretext  on  the  part 
of  our  government  for  revoking  the  Orders 
in  Council :  for  that  paper  was  not  satisfac- 
tory upon  all  the  grounds  set  forth  in  the 
Declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent :  it  did 
not  contain  the  general  and  unconditional 
revocation  required.  But  the  real  cause 
of  our  repeal  of  these  obnoxious  Orders, 
was  well  known  here  and  in  America.  The 
real  cause  was  thedistresses  of  the  country, 
exhibited,  as  they  wece  proved  at  the  bar 
of  that  House.  Could  America,  however, 
suppose  that  we  were  actuated  by  a  spirit 
■of  conciliation  ? — Certainly  not ;  and  that 
revocation  came  too  late  to  prevent  the 
evil  it  was  intended  to  stop.  He  had  the 
opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  the  law  passed  by 
Congress  was  adequately  satisfied  by  the 
revocation  of  those  Orders :  and  had  it 
taken  place  at  an  earlier  period,  war 
might  probably  have  been  avoided^  But 
the  suspension,  reserving  a  right  to  re- 
enforce,  naturally  gave  offence,  and  ^ai 
'  in  itself  perfectly  nugatory.  America  was 
not  eager  for  war.— -After  all  the  insults 
she  had  endured  from  this  country,  she 
still  remained  at  peace,  and  he  trusted  re- 
conciliation was  still  practicable.  The 
war  was  the  most  difficult  to  make  of  any 
that  hbtory  has  recorded.  It  cost  five 
years  to  produce ;  and  now  it  was  pro- 
duced, he  feared  it  would  be  most  difficult 
to  end.  With  regard  to  the  subject  of 
impressment,  he  did  not  mean  to  vindicate 
the  American  government ;  but  yet,  when 
he  considered  the  multitudinous  com- 
manders we  had  upon  the  ocean,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  suspect  that  this  right 
was  sometimes  exercised  in  a  manner  no 
less  injurious  to  England  than  vexatious 
to  America.  He  could  discover  on  their 
part  no  sign  of  intemperance  except  per- 
haps in  representing  now  the  subject  of 
impressment  as  the  principal  cause  of  war. 
This  was  perhaps  going  too  far,  still  it 
could  not  be  denied  mat  it  was  a  real  griev- 
ance to  an  independent  state.  He  knew 
that  the  blockade  of  1806  had  excited 
much  jealousy  and  alarm,  and  that  Mr. 
Monroe  had  remonstrated  against  it.  Mr. 
Fox,  however,  in  whom  the  American  go- 
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vernment  and  every  other  foreign  cabinet 
had  the  fullest  confidence,  clearly  de- 
monstrated the  perfect  conformity  of 
that  blockade  to  alJ  the  principles  of  in- 
ternational laws.  The  question  of  ini> 
pressroent  was  then  canvassed,  and  had 
the  councils  of  this  country  remained 
vnder  the  guidance  of  the  same  men,  a 
different  result  woufd  probably  'have  fol- 
lowed. Mr.  Pinckney  was,  indeed,  then 
instructed  to  sign  no  treaty  without  an 
express  stipulation  on  this  head,  and 
when  it  was  considered,  however  respect- 
fully he  wished  to  speak  of  British  oAi- 
cers,  that  we  had  numerous  commanders 
all  exercising  an  unlimited  power  in  this 
respect,  it  was  obvious  that  abuses  must 
take  place,  and  that  th^  soreness  which 
America  feltwas  the  natural  effect  of  those 
Abuses.  As  to  what  had  been  said  by  the 
noble  lord  about  certificates,  and  the 
horrid  perjuries  and  frauds  to  which  they 
led,  (equalled  only  by  the  perjuries  and 
frauds  committed  under  our  licence  sys- 
tem) it  did  not  appear  that  they  were, 
in  any  shape,  the  acts  of  the  <zovernmenty 
but  of  one  individual,  who  might  possibly 
act  from  himself  withoi^  any  connection 
with  the  government  of  America.  If  it 
appeared  that  the  nohle  lord  had  remon- 
strated, and  the  remonstrance  had  produced 
110  effect,  the  case  would  then  stand  upon 
a  different  footing.  Much  had  been  said 
about  the  naturalization  of  subjects  British 
bora,  or  of  denationalizing  them,  to  adopt 
the  French  expression  introduced  by  toe. 
noble  lord.  But  this  was  a  practice  not 
altogether  peculiar  to  America,  and  conse- 
quently the  more  difficult  of  adjustment. 
There  were  two  acts  upon  our  statute  books, 
by  which  every  foreigner  who  served  two 
years  in  any  vessel,  military  or  merchant, 
was  entitled  to  every  protection  of  a  na- 
tural subject  of  this  realm.  One  of  these 
statutes  was  the  6th  Anne,  20th  clause. 
Now,  how  did  the  case  stand  under  this 
Act?  He  apprehended,  if  an  Ameri- 
can had  served  two  years  in  our  navy, 
and  the  vessel  in  which  be  sailed  were 
boarded  by  an  American  who  claimed 
that  individual,  he  would  be  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  this  country,  and  the 
governmen^  would  have  a  right  to  refuse 
his  being  given  up.  It  appeared  then 
that  we  ourselves  acted  on  a  still  broader 
principle  than  America,  for  the  Act  re- 
quired no  oath,  or  any  thing  more  than  a 
simple  statement  of  the  fact  of  service. 
Why  then  qyarrel  with  America  for  doing 
that  which  we  ourselves  bad  a  law  for 


doing  ?  It  required  a  residence  of  six 
years  in  America  to  give  a  person  the 
right  of  citizenship,  while  we  could  take 
all  her  subjects  by  a  service  of  only  two 
years  in  our  navy.  In  whatever  way, 
however,  the  question  ^ight  be  decided, 
he  certainly  saw  no  objection  to  a  discus- 
sion of  it,  with  a  view  to  an  amicable  ad- 
justment ;  and  in  that  he  agreed  with  hiA 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Fonsonby),  that 
ieven  during  the  continuance  of  war,  and 
the  actual  exel-<!:ise  of  the  right,  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  might  negociate  with 
the  American  government,  and  he  should 
certainly  conceive  that  the  noble  lord 
would  be  greatly  to  blalne  if  he  did  not 
endeavour  <^ven  now  to  open  a  negociation 
on  the  subject.   . 

He  could  not  help  expressing  hrs  strohff 
reprehension  of  the  attempts  which  had 
been  made  to  attribute  (he  line  which 
America  had  pursued,  to  the  effects  of 
French  influence,  and  to  insinuate  that  she 
had  basely  seized  that  fnoment  when  the 
power  of  France,  antecedent  to  the  attack 
on  Russia,  had  arrived  at  the  very  acme  of 
perfection,  and  at  a  moment  when  thb 
total  overthrow  of  the  hopes  of  enslaved 
Europe  was  anticipated^  to  declare  war 
against  England.  It  was  false  and  ralom- 
nious  to  assert  that  America  had  ever 
determined  in  favour  of  France.  She  had 
been  ill  treated  by  both  belligerents,  and 
after  enduring  a  protracted  series  of  in- 
juries, although  she  had  resolved  on  a  war 
with  England  after  these  aggravated  in- 
sults she  had  received,  although  she  had 
declared  against  us  she  had  not  de- 
clared for  France?  (Hear,  hear,  from  mi- 
nisters.) Was  it  necessary  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  old,  or  even  of  the  young 
members  of  the  House,  to  recapitulate 
those  insults,  to  quote  the  various  enact- 
ments by  which  American  ships  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  toll  on  entering  British 
ports  ? — If  truth  must  be  spoken,  he  would 
say  that  America  had  always  been  in  the 
right,  (Hear,  hear!)  until,  by  the  decla- 
ration of  war  she  had  changed  her  situa- 
tion, and  of  this  advantage  he  hoped 
Great  Britain  would  avail  herself.  He 
wished  never  again  to  hear  it  stated,  that 
the  conduct  of  the  American  executive 
had  been  guided  by  any  motives  but  those 
of  American  policy ;  and  if  our  policy 
were  truly  English,  the  road  to  conciliaticti 
was  plain  and  opep.  He  should  ^i  doWn 
in  the  fervent  wish',  that  the  opportunity 
of  conciliation  now  ofFerdd  woiild  riot  be 
neglected.   (Mr.  Stephen  oflfered  to  rise.) 
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Re  did  not  wonder  at  the  ittapatience  of  i 
the  hon.  and  liearned  g^ntlemanr,  and  con- 
iideriiig  the  part  he  had  taken  in  previous 
debates,  it  was  not  more  difficult  to  antici- 
fiate  the  aVg'dments  he  would  now  em  ploy » 
than  to  recollect  ih'os^  he  had  previously 
irs6d.  The  Orders  in  Council  had  gone 
through  no  stage  of  life  Without  his  pater- 
nal regai^ds  and  advice,  and  only  at  their 
deatb  was  his  presence  wanting.  Exces- 
sive grief  at  that  awful  moment  restrained 
hito  from  b^ing  present  at  the  premature 
ffiss^cTtrtioh  of  his  darling  child ;  but  if  any 
other  cause  induced  him  to  be  absent  on 
that  m^l^nnchoJy  o6ca^ioh«  Mr.  Whitbread 
hoped  that  he  would  this  night  not  fail  to 
explain  it  to  the  House. 

Persuaded  was  he,  that  America  vvas 
actuated  by  no  such  mbttV^s  i^  had  been 
itUedged^and  that  she  was  aggravated  atid 
compelled  by  this  cotmtry  to  pursue  the 
course  ^he  had.  America  in  her  conduct 
towdtrds  this  country,  op  to  the  last  period, 
tvas  right,  but  in  h6r  declaration  of  war 
she  if  as  Wrong.  There  she  gave  the  id- 
Tantsfge  to  Gr^at  Britain ;  &nd  he  (rusted 
this  drdiirantag^  would  be  us6d  on  o'ur  part 
vvitb  Wisdom  and  discretion,  and  that  the 
opportunity  which  he  conceived  was  af- 
forded for  an  adjustment  of  all  difference 
^ould  not  be  lost.  In  conclusion,  the  hon. 
gentlieman  expressed  a  strong  hope  that 
means  might  be  taken,,  in  the  present  dis- 
position of  America,  for  establishing  last- 
ing terms  of  amity  and  good  ^ill  towards 
this  country. 

Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Stephen  rose  to- 
gether ;  a  general  wish  being  expressed 
by  the  House,  that  the  former  should  pro- 
ceed, the  latter  gave  way,  and 

Mr.  Conmftg  addressed  the  House  nearly 
as  follows : 

I  should  not  have  persisted.  Sir,  in 
claiming  the  attention  of  the  House  in  op- 
position to  the  learned  gentlemnn  to  whom 
personal  allusions  haVe  just  been  madejiad 
not  my  opinions  also  been  called  in  cpies- 
tion  in  more  than  one  sense,  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  debate.  I  have  been  asked, 
from  two  different,  indeed  opposite  quar- 
ters, whether  I  still  persist  in  the  opinions 
which  I  formerly  stated  on  the  subject  of 
America.  Those  opinions  were  of  two 
descriptions ;  the  one  relating  to  the  jus- 
lice  of  the  tvar  itlto  which  the  United 
States  h&ve  thought  proper  to  plunge  us> 
the  bther  to  the  management  of  that 
war  oh  dur  paVt*  I  retain  both.  But  the 
noble  lord  has  very  properly  said>tbat  th^ 


main  question,  indeed  the  onlj^  questioil 
for  delibefation  and  deci^on  to  night,  i^^ 
whether  we  will  uphold  by  our  ^otes  the 
justice  of  the  cause  of  our  country,  ^aying 
aside  all  dispnte  upon  the  less  impohant 
point  of  the  practical  management  of  the 
war.  And  agreeing  with  the  noble  lord 
in  this  vfew  of  our  present,  and  most  pres^ 
sing  duty ;  agreeing  that  oar  first  object 
must  hp  to  Inform  our  new  enemy  that  we» 
the  parliament  of  the  British  empire,  think 
our  country  in  the  right,  and  that  we  are 
determfned  to  stand  by  the  executive  gch 
vernment  in  maintaining  that  right  agahnt 
any  p^ower  that  may  venture  to  dispute  it, 
and  thtnk'mg  at  the  same  time  that  any 
very  anxJous  or  angry  drscussron  as  to  the 
vigour  and  effect  with  which  the  caode  iff 
the  country  h^s  hhherto  been  marntam^d 
by  the  executive  government  might,  if  h 
frripaired  tb^  unanimhy  of  this  vote,  de^ 
tract  from  its  weight  and  consideration 
With  the  government  stnd  people  of  the 
United  Stdtes  of  Am^ric^,  I  confess  that  I 
am  glad  to  postpone  all  such  details,  hoW- 
eter  important  they  may  be  in  other 
vi^ws  of  the  subject,  or  however  fit  fUt 
separate  discussion  hereafter;  and  I  shall 
be  ffludi  less  solicitous  to  examine  this* 
night  the  conduct  of  administration  since 
the  War  has  began,  than  to  vindicate  the 
prhiciples  on  Which  this  and  preceding* 
administrations  have  acted  in  the  transac- 
tions  fronr  which  the  war  has  sprung,  and 
to  establish  those  upon  which  it  must  be 
maintained,  and  upon  which  alone  it  can 
be  concluded  with  safety  and  with  honour. 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  ob- 
served at  the  outset  of  his  spee(;h.  With  r6* 
.gret,  tntngled  with  some  consolation,  that 
the  differences  With  the  United  States 
were  now  rfiduced  to  a  single  point,  and 
he  recommended  that  the  negociatiohs 
should  be  revived  with  a  View  to  an 
amicable  co'nclusion  on  that  point.  I 
agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman  that  the 
grounds  of  dispute  are  ostensibly  so  much 
narrowed  that  if  a  negociation  codld  be 
set  on  foot,  which  should  have  regard 
merely  to  the  true  interests  of  the  repub- 
lic of  the  United  States,  and  should  not  be 
disturbed  and  diverted  from  its  coursj^  by 
the  influence  of  those  p^ons  by  Which 
its  government  has  been  agitated,  then, 
indeed,  we  might  hope  for  conciliatibn 
and  tranquillity;  but  I  cannot  concur 
with  hlm^  either  that  the  point  in  dispute 
is  of  such  easy  settlement ;  complicated  ^ 
it  has  been  in  the  course  of  the  negociia- 
tions  With  natiotial  feelings  and  animodi- 
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tiea.  Still  less  do  I  think  that  so  prompt 
a  solution  of  the  difficulty,  as  he  seems  to 
reckon  upon,  is  afforded  by  his  construc- 
tion of  the  English  Act  of  Parliament 
to  which  he  has  referred.  If  indeed 
the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  the  sta- 
tute of  Anne  were  to  give  to  foreign 
sailors,  entering  and  serving  on  board  the 
British  navy,  not  only  all  those  privileges 
here,  but  all  that  protection  against  their 
natural  sovereigns  and  native  governments, 
which  the  United  States  tK>th  claim  the 
right  of  conferring,  and  in  practice  at- 
tempt to  confer  *iipon  British  sailors  se- 
duced, or  deserting,  into  their  service,  then 
I  admit  that  this  country  would  have  to 
make  to  America  an  equal  concession  for 
an  equal  infringement  of  national  rights ; 
and  that  as  there  would  ha?e  been  a  parity 
in  the  infringement,  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  a  parity  of  concession.  Nei- 
ther government  could  in  that  case  have 
had  any  thing  to  reproach  to  the  other : 
and  instead  of  a  question  of  violation  of 
the  law  of  nations  on  the  one  side,  and  of 
forcible  and  summary  self-redress  on  the 
other,  the  whole  matter  would  be  one  of 
mutual  acknowledgment,  as  to  the  past, 
and  of  conventional  arrangement  for  the 
future.  There  would  be  no  difference  of 
principle ;  and  the  point  in  dispute  would 
be  settled  only  on  grounds  of  reciprocal 
convenience.  But  1  acknowledge  that 
my  construction  of  the  act  of  Anne  was 
altogether  different  (Hear,  hear  !}.  I  un- 
derstood that  by  it  this  country  professed 
to  give  that  only  which  it  is  competent  to 
bestow,  without  interfering  in  any  degree 
with  the  rights  or  claims  of  other  powers ; 
that  it  imparted  to  foreigners  on  certain 
conditions  certain  municipal  privileges ; 
but  leaves  untouched  and  unimpaired  their 
native  allegiance.  (Hear,  hear !)  The 
operation  of  this  Act,  as  I  understood  it> 
before  the  hon;  gentleman's  commentary, 
was  not .  to  hold  out  to  foreign  seamen, 
that  at  the  same  time  that  they  may  be- 
come entitled  to  possess  or  to  inherit  pro- 
perty, and  to  participate  in  all  the  bless- 
ings of  the  British  constitution,  all  the  ties 
which  bind  them  to  their  native  country 
are  loosened :  not  to  assert  that  by  any 
service  to  a  foreign  state  he  can  relieve 
himself  from  that  indelible  allegiance 
which  be  owes  to  the  government  under 
which  he  was  born.  The  enactments  of 
this  statute  are  a  testimony  of  national 
gratitude  to  brave  men  of  whatever  coun- 
try who  may  lend  their  aid  in  fighting  the 
battles  of  Great  Britain :  bat  not  an  inYita* 


tion  to  them  to  abandon  the  cause  of  their 
own  country  when  it  may  want  their  aid  ; 
not  an  encouragement  to  them  to  deny  or 
to  undervalue  the  sacred  and  indestrqctible 
duty  which  they  owe  to  their  own  sove* 
reign,  and  to  their  native  soiL  (Hear« 
hear ! )  Such  being  the  real  intention  of  the 
Act,  what  similitude,  what  analogy  can  be 
drawn  between  it  and  the  pretensions  of 
America  ?  In  the  papers  upon  the  table  of 
the  House  it  is  asserted  by  our  enemies, 
that  British  seamen  once  enrolled  in  the 
American  service  become  the  seamen  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  the 
government  of  that  country  declares  that 
it  must  protect  them  against  the  claims  of 
their  undoubted  sovereign,  even  when  he 
on  their  allegiance  demands  their  service 
in  war ;  in  the  present  war  for  instance^ 
which  he  is  unwillingly  compelled  to 
wage.  Taking  the  converse  of  the  hou, 
gentleman's  proposition,  then,  I  should 
say  that  if  the  American  government 
would  adopt  such  a  provision  as  that  quoted 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  from  the  Act  of 
queen  Anne,  in  that  case,  if  all  differences 
were  not  instantly  and  altogether  removed, 
at  least  the  question  in  dispute  would  be 
greatly  and  advantageously  narrowed. 

But,  coupled  with  the  inordinate  and 
unheard-of  rights  of  citizenship  which  the 
United  States  pretend  to  confer,  to  the 
annihilation  of  the  claims  of  nativity  and 
allegiance,  the  practical  abuses  of  which 
we  have  also  a  right  to  complain,  in 
seducing  or  harbourmg  our  seamen,  even 
independently  of  the  principles  and  pre« 
tensions  by  which  they  are  defended, 
would  be  of  themselves  matter  of  se- 
rious grievance.  Were  these  principles 
and  pretensions  once  fairly  given  pp  in- 
deed, the  road  would  be  opened  to  the[dii- 
cussion  of  the^  practice.  It  would  be  open 
to  consider  whether  any  adequate  security 
could  be  provided  by  diplomatic  arrange- 
ment, and  municipal  regulation,  against  a 
grievance  which  it  is  impossible  that  we 
should  tolerate  ;  such  as  should  supercede 
the  necessity  of  that  summary  and  effec- 
tual method  of  doing  ourselves  justice; 
which  we  cannot  relinquish,  till  some  satis- 
factory substitute  is  found  for  it :.  but  the 
exercise  of  which,  it  must  be  admitted,  may 
be  liable  to  some  abuse  or  irregularity. 
Now,  on  a  fair  perusal  of  the  documents 
I  find  nothing  which  proves  any  dispo- 
sition in  the  English  min'istry,  to  shut 
the  door  against  a  consideration  of  that 
important  question.  The  fact  is,  that 
different  modes  of  entering  upoo  the  sdb^ 
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ject  have  been  suggested*  bat  there  is  one 
preliminary  demand  on  the  part  of  Ame- 
rica, which  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  we 
could  comply  with.    We  are  by  ancient 
and    unquestioned    usage,    and    by    the 
law  of  nations,  as  they  are  now  under- 
stood, in  the  possession  of  the  right  of 
search.    It   has  been,  and  is,  of  ancient 
and  uninterrupted  usage.     It  is  proposed 
by  both  parties  that  a  discussion  should  be 
commenced  as  to  the  more  unexception- 
able mode  of  exercising  this  right ;    but 
what  does  the  American  executive  insist 
npon  ?     That  we  should  first  abandon  it, 
and  trust  for  its  restoratibn  to  the  result  of 
the  n^gociation.    We  are  required  to  trust 
to  an  act  to  be  hereafter  passed  by  the  Ame- 
rican legislature  for  the  restoration  of  this 
right,  or  for  the  provision  of  an  equivalent. 
Can  any  thine  be  more  manifestly  absurd 
and  unjust  ^  b  not  the  natural  course  not 
by  the  law  of  nations  only,  but  by  the  rules 
of  common  sense,  that  we  should  retain  that 
which  we  rightfully  possess  until  the  equi- 
valent for  which  it  is  to  be  exchanged 
shall  be  fully  discussed,  and  satisfactorily 
ascertained  ?      The  hbn.  gentleman  says, 
that  it  will  cost  us  a  war  to  maintain  the 
possession  of  it.     I  wish  to  ask  him  what 
wars  would  it  not  cost  us  to  regain  pos- 
session if  it  were  once  resigned  ?    (Hear, 
hear ! )   At  least,  maintaining  our  right,  we 
are  safe*  until  force  compel  us  to  resign  it. 
I  am  sure  that  gentlemen,  upon  reflec- 
tion, must  see,  the  proposed  compromise  is 
at  least  attended  with  difficulties  which,  if 
not  absolutely  insuperable,  are  extremely 
hard  to  be  surmounted.  The  appointment  of 
a  tribunal  similar  to  a  prize  court,  as  sug- 
gested by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Baring) 
in  this  debale,  approaches  nearest  to  my 
,  ideas  of  possibility ;  but  is  this  likely  to 
be  found  practicable  or  palatable  to  Ame- 
rica, if  the  propositi  of  it  should  come  from 
this  country  ?     Were   it    suggested    by 
America,  it  might  perhaps  produce  some 
beneficial  result;  but  if  proposed  by  Great 
Britain,  would  it  not  be  repelled  with  in- 
nignation  ?     Would  America   bear  to  see 
her    citizens  made    subjects   of  judica- 
ture, like    bales  of   contraband  goods  ? 
Would  she  endure  that  a  judge  of  our  ap- 
pointment should  settle  the  fate  of  her  na- 
tives, as  we  assign  chattels  to  the  right 
owner  }   Or  would  not  such  a  proposal  in- 
stead of  tending  to  the  settlement  of  differ*  * 
ences,  and  the  extinction  of  animosities^ 
be  employed  by  the  demagogues  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  inflame  the 
public  mindj  to  exasperate  the  jealousies 


and  hatreds  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Bri* 
tain,  and  to  make  all  amicable  arrange- 
ment utterly  hopeless  ? 

I  have,  however,  as  I  have  said,  no 
objection,  and  the  British  government  hai 
not  shewn  any,  throughout  the  corres* 
pondence  now  under  our  consideration,  to 
any  attempt  to  make  the  exercise  of  this 
right  the  subject  of  diplomatic  arrange* 
ment,  provided  the  principle  of  the  right 
itself  be  unequivocally  acknowledged; 
provided  the  suspension,  or  tacit  abandon* 
ment  of  it  be  not  expected  to  precede  the 
substitution,  of  some  other  effectual  mode 
of  securing  the  objects  to  which  it  applies; 
and  provided  it  be  distinctly  understood 
that,  failing  the  attempt  to  enect  that  sub- 
stitution our  right,  and  the  practice  of  it 
are  to  continue  not  only  unimpaired,  but 
thenceforth  unquestioned.  .  The  dispute 
relating  to  the  impressment  (as  itis  termed) 
or  rather  the  recall  of  our  own  seamen,  n 
not  however  as  the  hon.  gentleman  ad- 
mits, the  only  point  to  be  adjusted,  before 
we  can  return  to  a  good  understanding 
with  the  United  States.  The  American 
government  also  requires  the  renunciation 
of  the  system  and  principle  of  what  they 
call  paper  blockades ;  that  is  to  say,  of  the 
right  which  we  claim  and  have  exercised 
under  the  Orders  in  Council  of  1807,  and 
should,  I  trust  exercise  again,  if  again 
occasion  arose  for  it,  of  retorting  upon  the 
enemy  any  attempt  which  he  may  make 
to  wound  us  through  the  sides,  or  by  the 
instrumentality  of  neutrals.  With  respect 
to  blockadesr  the  hon.  sentleman  has  ap- 

Cealed  to  my  recollection,^  whether  tha 
lockade  of  1806  did  not  stand  on  dif- 
ferent principles  from  those  of  1807  ?  The  - 
hon.  gentleman  is  perfectly  correct. 
The  Order  df  1800  established,  or  pro- 
fessed to  establish,  a  blockade  upon  the 
old  principles,  by  the  application  of  a  spe- 
cific and  competent  force  to  particular  ^ 
ports.  In  January  1807,  an  Order  tvas 
issued  professedly  of  a  retaliatory  cha- 
racter. The  Order  of  1 800  merged  in  it. 
What  had  intervened  between  the  Order 
of  May  1806,  and  that  of  January  1807  } 
The  French  Berlin  Decree.  In  retaliation, 
and  avowedly  in  retaliation  for  that  De- 
cree, the  Order  of  January  1807  was  is- 
sued; doing  away  the  strict  legal  blockade, 
and  instituting  what  has  been  and  may 
justly  be  described  as  a  constructive 
blockade,  not  supported  by  an  adequate 
specific  force,  but  excluding  neutrals  from 
the  coasting  trade  of  the  enemy  by  a  pro- 
hibition retaliatory  of  thai  sweeping  pro« 
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bibiiioa  of  the  Berlin  Decree  by  which 
they  were  precluded  from  all  trade  with 
Great  Britain.     The  Orders  of  Noveraber, 
)^7,  exuded  the  operation  of  the  Order 
of  January  :  but  did  not  vary  its  principle. 
J  have  no  wish  to  revive  the  differences 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  and  I  haTe  so 
often  discussed  upon  that  subject,  hut  I  am 
equally  prepared  to  contend  oow«  as  four 
yeacs  ago,  that  though  there  was  some 
difierence  in  degree  between  the  Orders 
of  November  and  that  of  January  1 807> 
there  was  no  difference  in  the  principle ; 
l^d  certainly  the  hon.   gentlecpan  must 
own  that  the  j^mericans  have  made  no 
ftuch  distinction  in  their  remonstrances. 
The  Orders  in  Council  however  both  of 
January  ^pd  NoFember  were  abandoned  : 
%visely  or  not,  there  is  now  no  advantage 
in  enquiring  ;-*with  little  chance  of  satisfy- 
ing America,  as  I  thought  at  the  time,  and 
^  ipust  now  be  manifest  to  all  ipankind : 
And   for  this  plain  re^^n  that  the  Ame- 
rican government  was  not  to  be  satisfied. 
They  had  an  itch  fpr  jvar  with  this  conn- 
try>  and  they  were  determined  to  have  it. 
Although  therefore  these  are  the  only  two 
pointa  on  which  any   practical  discission 
.IS  pending,  I  cannot  agree  that  they  only 
entered  the  qninds  of  the  American  exe- 
cutive when  they  declared  war  (for  be  it 
^ways  remembered,  that  the  war  origi> 
D^ted  in  Uteir  Dt;cLaration.)    The  spirit  of 
animosity  to  this  cp*^try  indeed  was  fiot 
Cpnfined  to  the  persons  forming  the  cabi- 
;Det  of  the  United  Slates  ;  the  gall  of  bit- 
l^ne^  not  only  overflowed  in  Washing- 
Ion,  but  at  the  very  court  of  London.   The 
notes  of  the  republican  Charge  d'Affaires, 
Air.  ftosselt, contain  abundant  evidence  not 
only  of  the  predetermination  to  war,  but 
o(  the  real  motives  of  thc^t  policy.    In  the 
joonth  of  August,  be,  with  warning  voice, 
.pointed  out  to  ministers  the  consequences 
of  hostility ;  he  told,  them  "  if  concessions 
^e  not  speedily  made«  the  passions  of  the 
intj^bitaaU  of  the  United  Sutcs  will  be 
roused,  and  conquests  ip&y  be  gained  on 
*  terms    that    forbid   restoration.'      When 
this  sentence  was  penned,  bad  not  Mr. 
^aseli  Canada  before  his  eyes  ?  Was  be 
pot  in  the  transport  of  his  virions  of  success 
)>etrayii^  ino^utiopsly  the  secrets  of  his 
employers,  which  were  not  to  be  divulged 
.till  the  promplgatiop  of  the  DeclaratJQn  ? 
,[Uc^r!  hear!  hc»r !]  Low  as  he  was  in 
ribe  rank  of  diplomacy,  he  was  Entrusted 
.frith  this  gr^nd   and  favourite  design  ; 
jvad  it  is  impossible  for  ^fLy  jyian  not  to 

.Me  from  the  cojmmfipceiAfAt  io  the  termi- 
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nation  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  an  eager  de- 
sire to  gain  possession  of  our  North  Ap:ie- 
rican  territories:  apian  long  cherished,  and 
not  wholly,  I  fear,  repugnant  to  the  senti- 
ments even  of  that  party  in  the  United 
States  whom  it  is  usual  to  designate  as  our 
fiiends.  Even  when  their  whole  military 
establishment  was  1,000  men,  the  Ame- 
rican government  and  its  partizans  loudly 
proclaimed  their  sanguine  hopes  of  victory 
in  an  expedition  against  British  America, 
and  delighted  their  fancies  by  imaginary 
conquests.  I  say,  that  even  those  who  are 
called  our  friends  in  the  United  States  are 
not  averse  from  this  enterprize,  and  would 
be  won  by  the  acquisition  of  Canada  to 
the  si^pport  and  approbatioji  of  the  war. 
But  1  use  the  expression  "  /riends  of  this 
country" — as  I  do  that  of  friends  of 
France,— not  as  implying  on  the  one  band  a 
British  influence,  nor  on  the  other  hand 
imputing  an  actual  conscious  subserviency 
to  Boonaparie  :  (though  it  must  be  owned 
that  for  the  latter  imputation  t^ere  are 
appearances  of  but  too  probable  grounds :) 
but  simply  as  designating  the  two  parties 
in  the  United  States  who  respectively 
think  the  intere3ts  of  their  country  best 
consulted,  the  qne  by  a  British,  the  other 
by  a  French  conpeetion. 

And  here  I  must  confess  that  the  cen- 
sure of  the  hon.  gentleman  (lyir.  Whit- 
bread)  upon  that  part  of  the  noble  lord's 
(lord  Castlereagh's)  speech  which  re- 
ferred to  the  period  chosen  by  the  Ame- 
rican government  for  declaring  war,  ap- 
pears to  me  exceedingly  ill-founded.  The 
noble  lord's  remarks  upon  that  subject 
did  not  appear  to  me  unjust  or  unpecef- 
sary.  Looking  at  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  who  shall  say  what  America  might 
not  have  achieved?  Not  by  mixing  in' 
the  contest,  and  involving  herself  in  the 
complicated  relations  of  European  po- 
litics ;  (for  I  have  never  wished  to  see 
America  involved  in  the  war,)  but  merely 
by  abstaining  from  the  course  which  she 
has  unfortunately  taken,  by  refusing  to 
administer  to  the  passions,  to  flatter  the 
hatred  of  the  tyrant,  to  afford  him  that 
new  hope  of  victpry,  and  that  consolation 
in  defeat,  which  he  boasts  of  deriving, 
from  the  diversion  of  our  means,  ami 
the  distractipn  of  our  efforts  by  the  Ame- 
can  war?  [Hear,  hear!] — What  assist- 
ance might  she  not  have  rendered  to 
the  late  glorious  struggle  in  the  aor\h, 
not  by  active  concert,  but  merely  in 
forbearing  to  f^  ^up^apafti'a  arn^  by 
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Sartly  occupying  oars?  Who  would 
aye  expected  to  haTe  seen  this  favourite 
child  of  freedom  leagued  with  the  oppressor 
of  the  world  ?— [Hear,  hear,  hear  !] — She 
who,  twenty  years  ago,  shed  her  blood  for 
independence — she  that,  ever  since  that 
time,  has  boasted  of  the  superiority  of  her 
citizens  above  all  the  nations  of  the 
globe — she  that,  watched  over  in  her  in- 
lancy  by  Great  Britain,  withparental  ten- 
derness and  anxiety,  nursed  in  the  very 
lap  of  liberty,  and  educated  in  the  school 
of  republicanism,  is  now  seen  truckling  to 
France,  and  condescending  to  become  the 
tool  of  an  Hmbition  which  threatens  to  lay 
prostrate  at  its  feet  the  independence  of 
every  government,  and  of  every  people  ! 
Is  this  the  same  nation  that  we  once  re- 
member to  have  heard  shooting  for  eman- 
cipation ?  Is  this  the  people  that  was  to 
set  an  example  of  magnanimity  to  the 
world  ?  I  can  scarcely  believe  it :  I  would 
willingly  persuade  myself  that  I  am  de- 
ceived ;  but  facts  xannot  be  discredited, 
and  I  behold  the  free  republic  of  America 
Jending  her  aid  to  crush  those  principles 
to  which  she  owes  her  oWn  existence,  and 
to  support  the  most  desolating  tyranny  that 
ever  afBicted  the  race  of  man.— >[Hear, 
hear!] — It  is  impossible  tiot  (o  lament 
the  loss  to  such  a  nation,  of  such  an  op- 
portunity, which  no  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances can  ever  restore.  I  do  not  say, 
that  America  should  have  been  induced  to 
assist  us  agam^t  France.  I  would  not  have 
asked  her  to  risk  her  tender  and  uncon- 
firmed existence  in  a  war,  and  to  endure 
all  the  dangers  or  to  incur  all  the  expences 
that  must  have  ensued  from  her  taking 
part  in  such  an  enterprize.  She  might 
have  maintained  a  just  and  noble  neutra- 
lity. But  were  it  put  to  roe  indeed  as 
matter  of  opmion, — supposing  (what  I 
do  not  suppose)  that  she  could  not  avoid 
deciding  one  way  or  other,  and  that  the 
risk  of  war  on  one  side  must  be  run,«- 
which  would  best  become  her  history, 
her  character,  and  her  constitution,  to 
unite  with  England  or  to  league  with 
France;— I  should  not  have  hesitated  in  my 
determination.  There  was  a  time  when  I 
hoped  that  her  choice,  under  such  an  al- 
ternative, would  have  required  little  delibe- 
ration ;  but  though  I  should  have  applaud- 
ed her  option  in  such  a  case,  I  would  not 
have  forced  nor  even  have  solicited  it. 
She  was  welcome  to  be  neuter,  could  she 
but  have  persuaded  herself  to  be  impartial. 
There  is  still  something  imposing  in  the 
name  of  t  republic.  The  feneration  for 
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that  form  of  government  is,  even  in  this 
monarchical  country,  interwoven  with  our 
earliest  impressions  of  honour,  of  liberty, 
and  of  virtue.  But,  I  fear,  that  in  the 
republic  of  America  we  look  for  the  rea- 
lization of  our  visions  of  republican 
virtue  in  vain.  The  sacred  love  of  free- 
dom, displayed  in  the  annals  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  "  made  ambition  virtue,''  and  con- 
secrated even  the  weapons  of  the  con- 
queror. The  modern  republics  of  Europe 
polished  mankind  by  their  industry,  and 
their  arts.  But  1  am  afraid  that  neither  the 
hardy  valour,  the  ardent  patriotism,  and  the 
lofty  magnanimity  of  ancient  Greece  and 
Rome,  nor  the  gentle  manners  and  artificial 
refinements  of  Genoa  or  Florence,  are  to  be 
traced  in  the  hard  features  of  transatlantic 
democracy.  (Hear,  hear,  hear !)  Would  it 
were  otherwise.  The  heartless  and  selfish 
policy  pursued  by  America  will  lead  her 
far  astray  from  her  real  interest.  The  first 
consequence  of  it  will  be,  the  loss  of  much 
internal  prosperity,  and  1  am  much  de- 
ceived if  she  will  compensate  this  loss  by 
the  acquisition   of  much  military  glory. 

The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Foster)  de- 
scribes 1,000  soldiers,  four  or  five  frigates, 
to  guard  an  extent  of  coast  of  1,500  miles, 
and  a  revenue  of  only  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  I  think,  or  thereabouts,  as 
the  means,  physical  and  pecuniary,  of 
which  the  United  States  were  in  posses- 
sion, when  they  declared  war  against  this 
country.  Undoubtedly  no  man  could 
hear  the  statement  without  exclaiming, 
"  And  could  a  nation  so  circumstanced 
venture  upon  a  war  with  the  mighty  em- 
pire of  Great  Britain,  with  the  most  distant 
prospect  of  success  ?"  Unluckily  it  did. 
The  unwelcome  truth  cannot  be  concealed. 
Two  out  of  these  four  or  five  frigates  have 
captured  two  frigates  from  the  British  navy. 
]  advert  with  unwillingness  t»  this  part  of 
the  subject,  because,  tn  my  opinion  (an 
opinion  before  expressed  and  still  retained) 
vigorous  measures  becoming  this  great 
nation  might  have  averted  disasters  which 
may  have  the  eifect  of  prolonging  hosti- 
lities. It  is  no  answer  to  say,  that  our 
navy  is  immense,  but  that  it  is  proportion- 
ably  extended  on  the  different  stations. 
I  complain  not  of  the  naval  department, 
but  of  the  policy  which  controuled  its 
operations.  I  complain  that  the  arm 
which  should  have  launched  the  thunder- 
bolt, was  occupied  in  guiding  the  pen : 
that  admiral  Warren  was  busied  in  nego-  , 
ciating,  when  be  ought  to  have  been  sink- 
ing, burning,  and  destroying.    Admiral 
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Warren  sails  from  this  country  in  thfe 
middle  of  August,  and  on  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember he  reaches  ttaliifas  with  his 
squadron,  where  he  employs  himself  in 
writing  dispatches  to  the  Americair  go- 
ternment ;  while  commodore  Rogers^  en 
the  10th  of  October,  sails  unmolested 
from  Boston.  But  we  waited,  it  seems, 
to  be  quite  sure  that  we  were  ac- 
tually at  war }  Granted,  for  arffoment^s 
sake  (for  no  other  purpose  could  I  con- 
sent to  ^rant  it)  that  in  the  first  instance 
there  might  be  not  full  conviction  of 
the  certainty  of  war  ;  but  even  ailer  the 
American  I>eclar^tion  was  received  in  the 
end  of  July,  no  hostile  measure  was  resort- 
ed to  by  this  country  till  the  l4thof  Octo- 
ber, when  letters  of  marque  were  issued, 
upon  the  receipt  here  of  the  intelligence 
(and  as  might  be  not  unfairly  suspected,  in 
consequence  of  that  intelligence)  that  the 
Guerriere  frigate  had  been  captured  by 
the  Americans.— What  is  the  next  advance 
towards  actual  war  ?  The  blockade  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  the  Order  in  Council  an- 
nouncing that  blockade  was  issued;  when  ? 
—the  day,  after  the  arrival  of  the  intelli- 
gence that  the  Macedonian,  another  of 
bur  frigates,  had  fallen  into  the  power  of  the 
republic.  The  loss  of  th^se  two  fine  ships 
of  war,  produced  ^  sensation  in  the  coun- 
try scarcely  to  be  eq'uklied  by  the  most 
violent  convulsion  of  nature.  I  do  not  at- 
tribute the  slightest  blame  to  our  gallant 
tailors;  they  always  do  their  duty  ;  but 
neither  can  I  agree  with  those  who  com- 
plain of  the  shock  of'constemation  through- 
out Great  Britain,  as  having  been  greater 
than  the  occasion  justified ;  who  would 
represent  the  loss  as  insignificant,  and  the 
feelings  of  shdme  and  indignation  occm- 
•ioned  by  it  as  exaggerated  and  extrava- 
gant. That  indignation  was  a  wholesome 
feeling  which  ought  %6  be  cherished  and 
maintained.  It  cannot  be  too  deeply  felt 
that  the  sacred  spell  of  the  invincibility  of 
the  British  navy  was  broken  by  those  un- 
fortunate captures :  and  however  speedily 
we  must  all  wish  the  war  to  terminate,  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  sanguin- 
ary and  unfeeling  when  I  express  my 
devout  wish  that  it  may  not  be  conclud- 
ed before  we  have  re-established  the 
character  of  our  naval  superiority,  and 
smothered  in  victories  the  disasters  which 
we  have  now  to  lament,  and  to  which  we 
are  so  little  habituated. 

Sir^  I  entered  on  these  points  reluctantly 
on  the  present  occasion..  Other  occasioni 
Will  arise  for  their  diACttssicNi,     I  basteo 


to  quit  them.  But  having  been  exprtssfy 
called  upon  to  declare  if  I  retained  the 
sentiments  which  I  before  expressed  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  war,  I  felt  bound 
in  fairness  not  to  decline  the  avowal 
that  my  opinion  not  only  remains  on- 
alteredf  but  has  received  additional 
confirmation  from  subsequent  events. 
If  it  be  true  (as  I  believe  it  to  be)  Jn  ge* 
neral  that  indecision  and  delay  are  the  pa- 
rents of  failure;  that  they  take  every 
possible  chance  of  detriment  to  the  cause 
in  which  they  are  employed,  and  affbrd 
every  advantage  and  encouragement 
to  the  adversary  ;  it  was  peculiarly  true 
in  the  present  instance,  that  prompti- 
tude and  vigour  afibrded  at  once  the  surest 
pledge  of  success  in  the  war,  and  the  only 
hope  of  averting  it  ahoeether.  If,  whim 
the  elections  were  pending  the  result  of 
which  was  to  place  Mr.  Madisoh,  the  arch- 
enemy of  this  country,  in  the  president^ 
chair,  a  decisive  blow  had  been  struck  by 
this  country,  the  tide  of  popular  opinion  va 
America  might  have  been  turned,  and  the 
consequences  of  a  long  and  ruinous  Waf 
might  have  been  avoided.  I  lament  fbr 
the  general  happiness  of  mankind  that  no 
such  vigorous  exertion  was  attempted,  and 
though  1  am  net  disposed  to  unnecessary 
cruel  ties,  nor  wooM  countenance  the  wanton 
efihsion  of  human  blood,  yet  I  cannot  hte!^ 
thinking  that  if  some  signal  act  of  vengeanxrt 
had  been  inflicted  on  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  exposedto  maritime  attack,  bnt  par^ 
ticularly  on  any  portion  of  their  territory 
where  there  prevailed  the  greaten  attach- 
ment to  the  interests  of  France,  it  vrooM 
have  at  least  been  a  useful  warning*  and 
might  have  prevented  the  continuance  of 
the  contest,  if  they  had  not  prevented  its 
commencement.  I  protest  against  the 
doctrine  of  half-measures,  and  forbearance 
in  war :  for  where  vigAir  has  a  tendency 
to  decide  the  contest,  hesitation  is  cruelty. 
But  with  those  topics  I  have  done. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  coft- 
test,  after  the  declaration  issued  by  the 
United  States,  this  country  vdll  stand  right 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world  and  of  posterity. 
Nay,  it  is  not  paradoxical  to  say  that  we 
shall  stand  right,  at  no  distant  time,  in  the 
eyes  even  of  our  enemies  m  the  United 
States ;  for  by  a  singular  anomaly,  upon 
the  issue  of  this  struggle  in  which  Aeme- 
rtca  is  atr^Vnpting  to  cripple  our  resources, 
depends  not  only  the  independence  of 
Europe,  but  perhaps  ultimately»  ttie  free- 
dom of  America  herseK 
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.  Mr.  Crokcr  said,  the  right  boo.  gwitie- 
iDAn  who  tpoke  last,  had  eicpreasea  deep 
regret  at  tke  neglect  of  the  government, 
in  not  inflicting  a  terrible  chastisement 
upon  their  American  fees,  immediately 
ibllowlngtbe  commencement  of  hostilities. 
A  few  plain  facts  which  he  woald  submit 
to  the  HoQse  might  help  the  risht  hon. 
gentleman  to  qoderstand  the  naval  opera- 
Uons  of  Britain  on  the  American  coast 
more  distinctly^  apd  show  him  that  bis 
atatfment  bad  partly  proceeded  from  im- 
perfi^t  information.  As  soon  as  the  dis* 
ciiMions  in  Asaerica  began  to  take  aserioos 
Inr^,  which  he  conceived  happened  during 
the  month  ^  May  last,  the  British  go- 
y^mmtQtseni  orders  to  their  naval  of- 
ficeis,  not  couched  in  doubtful  terms,  but 
in  the  plain  good  old  English  style,  that 
as  the  Aioerican  government  bad  assumed 
%  menacijug  attitude,  they  abould  put  in 
force  their  standing  orders  to  sink,  bum, 
and  destroy  their  enemy's  ships.  These 
orders  had  been  issued  on  the  9th  of  May 
last.  They  bad  never  been  revoked,  but 
bad  been  in  force,  were  in  ibrce,  and  were 
acted  9pon  as  they  had  been  given,  with- 
put  any  drag-chaw  upon  tbem. .  On  the 
itery  day  that  the  Americans  bad  declared 
var  against  Great  Britain,  conunodore 
Bndgers  put  to  saa»  although  it  was  sup- 
posed he  had  not  received  any  instructions 
from  his  government  to  thai  effect  In  a 
few  days  a  British  s<|uadron  was  sent  in 
pursuit  pf  commodore  Bodgert  and  his 
fleets  at  an  earlier  tipne  than  could  have 
been  ewected.  The  British  admiral 
Briselv  Ihougbt  that  some  blow  was 
Itimeo  at  the  commerce  of  this  country ; 
be  therefore  went  to  protea  the  West  In- 
4i*  fleet.  It  proved  that  he  was  right  in 
bis  supposition,  for  while  protecting  the 
W#st  India  fleet,  he  foil  in  with  com* 
Bandore  Bodgers,  gav«  hm  chace, 
and  immediauly  bore  down  to  give  him 
tettle,  and  bad  be  thought  proper  to  stand 
ap  engagement,  the  war  would  have  com- 
jnenced  with  one  of  those  brilliant  achieve- 
I9«snts  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
ao  strouly  recomBaended  ;  but  very  un- 
luckily he  i^de  his  ascape.  The  Guer- 
jriere  had  gone  to  sea  in  conyany  with 
tbe  Africi^  74,  from  which  ship  she  was 
aeparated  in  a  fale  of  wind  \  immediately 
.afW  which  she  foil  in  with  the  Americap 
iiugale  of  si^ierior  size,  by  whom  she  was 
most  unfortunately  tafcen.««-When  the 
ban.  geatleiqan  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had 
aaid,  that  admiral  Warren  bad  remained  in 
BalifoXi  Im  mu  rights  for  althongh  all  the 


ships,  even  the  admiral's  flag  ship,  had 
been  sent  to  sea,  that  officer  was  himself 
detained  by  urgent  business  relative  to 
negociations  with  the  American  govern- 
B^nt.  His  own  knowledge  was  so  limited 
that  he  was  not  competent  to  judge  whe- 
ther the  arrangements  which  had  been 
made  by  sir  John  Warren  were  or  were 
not  judicious ;  but  from  the  high  character 
of  ihat  officer,  he  was  inclined  to  think 
that  they  were  most  judicious.  It  was 
certain  that  the  officer  bad  a  sufficient 
force  at  bis  disposal ;  and  he  trusted  that 
the  details  of  toe  service  would  shew  that 
the  force  bad  been  properly  disposed. 
When  sir  John  Warren,  he  repeated,  went 
to  the  American  sution,  having  arrange* 
ments  to  make  concerning  tlie  province 
of  Canada  and  other  objects,  he  remained 
for  some  time,  it  was  true,  in  harbour  at 
Halifoz.  But  did  bis  ships  remain  there  ? 
No ;  not  even  hb  flag*ship,  as  be  hoisted 
his  flag  in  some  small  ship  in  the  harbour. 
He  had  no  mitigatory  orders,  and  whether 
or  no  the  disposition  he  made  of  bis  force 
was,  as  he  (Mr.  C.)  supposed  it  was,  good, 
the  government  could  incur  neither  merit 
nor  blame  on  account  of  it  An  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  j(Mr.  Baring)  had 
said  that  Chesapeake,  Delaware,  Boston, 
and  New  York,  should  have  been  block- 
aded. This,  with  regard  to  the  two  first  of 
these  harbours,  was  certainly  practicable* 
But  in  the  case  of  the  two  last  it  was  not 
possible,  in  the  opinion  not  only  of  British 
officer8,'^ut  also  of  Commodore  Rodgers^ 
Captai^  Hull,  Bainbridge,  and  other 
American  seamen.  Cominodore  Rodgers 
shewed  this,  as  he  had  constantly  endea- 
voured, with  great  risk,  to  get  out  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  to  get  into  either  of  the 
two  other  |)orts.  T£e  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  said,  that  the  moment  the  news 
arrived  of  the  loss  of  the  Macedonian,  the 
Chesapeake  was  shut  up  by  a  paner 
blockade.  The  right  boo.  gentleman  had 
forgot  that  the  same  wind  which  brought 
intelligence  of  the  loss  of  the  Macedonian, 
abo  conveved  this  news,  that  the  Chesa- 
peake was  blockaded ;  and  the  very  same 
post  which  brought  that  news,  also  men- 
tioned an  unpleasant  report  of  the  loss  of 
the  Poictiers,  which  ship  had  been  two 
months  blockading  that  harbour.  The 
reason  why  this  blockade  bad  not  been 
notified  was  in  order  to  avoid  the  charge 
of  a  paper  blockade.  The  whole  question 
bad  latterly  turned  upon  the  right  of  im- 
pressment ;  and  on  this  subject  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  bad  taken  up  the  opi« 
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nion  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  quoted  his  ex- 
"pression,  which  was,  that  "  we  naturalized 
foreign  seamen  into  our  service  analo- 
gously to  the  manner  in  which  the  Ame- 
ricans naturalized  our  seamen  into  theirs^/' 
It  was  needless  for  him  to  say  any  thing 
in  refutation  of  that  opinion,  or  of  the  ar- 
gument founded  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
upon  the  statute  of  Anne,  that  two  years 
service  of  foreign  seamen  in  our  ships 
gave  them  similar  privileges,  as  the  right  ^ 
Hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  had  com- 
pletely proved  that  there  was  no  analogy 
'between  the  cases  of  the  two  countries. 
Ail  that  he  should  add  to  the  matter  so 
eloquently  expounded  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  be  as^  to  the  practice  of 
the  Admiralty.  In  his  own  professional 
duty,  he  had  every  day  occasion  to  dis- 
charge foreigners  who  had  been  two  years 
in  the  British  navy;  (and  although  they 
were  discharged  as  foreigners,  yet  at 
that  very  moment,  if  they  applied  to  the 
Admiralty,  to  assist  them  in  recovering 
payment  of  any  debts,  their  names  were 
given  .  in  to  the  attorney  as  British 
subjects.  Mr.  Monroe  had  said,  that 
there  was  no  regulation  in  Great  Britain 
for  preventing  the  impressing  of  foreigners. 
This  was  a  gross  mistake;  for  there  was 
such  t  regulation.  There  ^id  exist  regu- 
lations againstimpressing  foreigners,  and  in 
case  of  a  foreigner's  entering  into  the  navy, 
though  the  Admiralty  would  not  grant  his 
discharge  at  hisown  request,  yet  they  never 
refused  it  to  the  consul  of  his  nation,  as 
they  considered  that  his  allegiance,  which 
was  due  to  his  country,  could  not  be 
avoided  by  any  act  of  his  own.  It  often 
happened,  as  he  had  said,  that  to  these  sea- 
men sums  of  money  were  due  for  pay  or 
prize,  which  they  bad  made  over  to  crimps 
or  Jews;  and  the  Admiralty  desired  their 
solicitor  to  sue  these  persons  for  that 
money  as  due  to  a  British  subject,  by  the 
same  stroke  of  the  pen  with  which  they 
restored  them  to  their  native  country  s 
service.  They  were,  in  fact,  considered 
as  having  two  countries, — the  voluntary 
service  of  the  one  being  looked  upon  as 
unable  to  debar  the  natural  allegiance  to 
the  other.  And  yet  Mr.  Monroe  asserted 
that  we  impressed  American  seamen  and 
kept  them !  Whereas,  an  American  cer- 
titicate  of  citizenship  had,  in  spite  of  all 
the  abuses  which  were  known  to  be  prac- 
tised upon  such  documents,  been  always 
respected  by  the  Admiralty.  As  to  thb 
frauds  which  were  committed  in  the  forg- 
ing of  certificates,  the  noble  lord  had  men- 


tioned one  instance,  and  the  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite  had  asked  for  more.  It 
was  needless  to  multiply  instances,  as 
the  matter  was  so  notorious.  It  was 
carried  on  in  Philadelphia  to  a  great 
extent.  This  abuse  was  recognized 
by  the  American  government,  for  al- 
though there  was  such  damning  proof 
against  them»  they  still  persisted.  Not 
long  since,  a  certificate  had  been  pre- 
sented by  a  mulatto,  in  which  he  was  des- 
cribed as  a  person  of  fair  complexion  with 
light  eyes.  In  another  case,  a  certificate 
was  presented  at  the  Admiralty,  only  five 
days  afler  the  date  on  which  it  was  pur* 
ported  to  have  been  signed  at  New  York 
and  backed  by  the  American  consul  at  this 
pbru  Mr.  Beazley.  This  was  not  an  abuse 
of  petty  clerks ;  it  was,  he  repeated,  an  act 
recognised  by  the  American  government. 
He  mentioned  that  it  had  been  proved 
that  an  Ameriean  consul  at  London,  of 
the  name  of  Lyman,  had  sold  a  certificate 
to  a  man  for  a  guinea,  and  had  told  him  he 
could  give  as  good  a  protection  as  any 
in  England  for  that  sum.  When  this  was 
known  at  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  was 
written  to  Mr.  Lyman,  saying  that  no 
more  of  his  certificates^ would  be  received. 
To  this  letter  Mr.  Lyman  sent  an  angry 
reply,  in  which  he  expressed  his  con* 
fidence  that  he  would  meet  with  the  sup^ 
port  of  the  American  government ;' but 
he  (Mr.  Crokcr)  had  never  heard  whe- 
ther Mr.  Lyman  had  carried  his  represen* 
tation  to  the  foot  of  the  presidential  throne. 
The  hon.  gentleman  then  went  on  to  ex- 
plain the  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster  on 
the  8th  of  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Americans  enticing  British  seamen  into 
their  service.  These  circumstances  were 
as  follows :— A  cartel  (the  Gleaner)  was' 
sent  from  England  with  conciliatory  pro- 
positions to  the  American  government. 
The  officer  who  commanded  this  vessel 
was  ordered  not  to  allow  any  of  the  seai- 
men  to  land  ;  notwithstanding  which  the 
Americans  enticed  so  many  of  the  English 
sailors  to  enter  their  service,  that  there  was 
a  danger  of  the  vessel  not  l>eing  able  to 
return  with  dispatches,  for  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  men  to  navigate  her.  Mr. 
Foster  having  written  to  the  American  go- 
vernment* and  having  stated  on  evidence 
that  28  of  these  English  sailors  were  on 
board  the  American  frigate  Constitution, 
Mr.  Monroe  replied  to  his  letter,  and 
stated,  that  the  fsct  of  these  seamen  being 
on  board  the  American  frigate  oould  not 
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be  admitted  on  the  evidence  which  he 
(Mr.  Foster)  had  given  ;  and  tbift  because 
it  was  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  to  adroit  English  seamen  on  board 
of  an  American 'bhip;  that  thefte  seamen 
might  probably  have  become  American 
citizens,  in  which  case  no  difference  was 
admitted  between  citizens  by  birth  and 
citizens  by  natarnlization.  This  was  a 
case  of  such  enormity,  and  the  nature  of 
the  American  doctrines  were  so  fully 
shewn,  that  it  was  needless  for  him  to  offer 
any  comments  upon  it.  He  had  risen  to 
say,  that  there  had  been  no  order  from  the 
British  government  to  confine  th^  opera*' 
lions  of  their  fleets.  Thank  God  !  that 
House  v^as  about  to  join  unanimously  on 
that  night  in  t  measure  which  would  do 
much  to  teach  the  Americans  a  lesson  which 
would  probably  induce  them  to  bring  the 
war  to  a  speedy  termination.  Their  una- 
nimity on  that  occasion,  would  show  to 
France  and  to  America,  that  they  had  no- 
thing to  hope  from  divisions  in  the  British 
councils*  It  was  far  from  his  desire  to 
intrude  on  the  time  of  the  House,  or  to 
say  any  thing  that  could  prevent  the  ques- 
tion being  carried  unanimously,  for  it 
would  do  more  than  any  thing  that  had 
occurred,  to  shew  the  Americans,  that 
when  our  vital  interests  were  threatened, 
they  would  go  hand  in  hand  to  defend 
them,  however  they  might  differ  in  their 
political  opinions. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rose  junior 
and  Mr.  W.  Smith, 

Lord  CastUreagh  briefly  replied,  and 
stated,  that  letters  of  marque  had  been  is- 
sued in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
attempt  to  conclude  an  armistice  by  ad- 
miral Sawyer  and  sir  G.  Prevost. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried 
nem.con. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Fridojf,  Februofy  19. 
Roman.  Catholics.]  Lord  Keny<m 
moTed  for  a  Return  of  those  Roman  Ca- 
tholics who,  during  the  last  ten  years,  had 
taken  the  Oaths,  and^ subscribed  the  De- 
claration prescribed  by'theSlst  Geo.  S. 
His  lordship  observed,  that  the  Catholics 
baring  stated  as  a  reason  why  further  in- 
dulgences should  be  granted  to  them, 
their  having  numerously  taken  the  Oaths 
and  subscrit>ed  the  Declaration,  he  wished 
to  ascertain  the  number  who  had  so  done, 
not  with  any  disposition  to  question  their 
loyalty,  believing  that  his  Majesty  had  not 


a  more  loyal  class  of  subjects,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  information. 

Lord  Holland  suggested  the  propriety  of 
extending  the  motion  to  Ireland,  with  re- 
spect to  the  oaths  taken  under  the  33d 
Geo.  3.  He  wished  to  know  also  whether 
the  object  of  the  noble  lord's  motion  was 
a  return  of  those  who  had  taken  the  oaths 
with  a  view  to  a  qualification,  or  those  who 
had  voluntarily  taken  them  ? 

Lord  Kenyan  had  no  objection  to  the 
motion  suggested  respecting  Ireland.  Hif 
present  object  was  a  return  of  those  who 
had  spontaneously  taken  the  oaths. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  observed,  that  the 
returns  were  made  to  the  privy  counciK 
and  suggested  therefore  an  alteration  in 
the  motion. 

Lord  Redesdale  read  the  clause  in  the 
Act  by  which  the  returns  i^ere  to  be 
made  to  the  privy  council  previous  to 
the  25th  of  December  in  each  year,  and 
observed  that  chiefly  those  Catholics 
took  the  oaths  who  possessed  property,  or 
who,  for  other  purposes,  sought  the  quali* 
fication  which  the  taking  the  oaths  coo« 
ferred. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Friday 9  February  19. 

Petition  op  Wine  Mescjiants,  Cob* 
respondents  of  the  royal  winb  com- 
PANY OP  Oporto.]  A  Petition  of  several 
wine  merchants  in  Great  Britain,  corre- 
spondents of  the  Royal  Wine  Company  of 
Oporto,  was  presented  and  read ;  setting 
forth, 

*•  That  a  Petition  was  presented  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session  of  parliament  to  the 
House,  by  certain  persons  calling  them- 
selves "  late  members  of  the  factory  at 
Oporto,''  the  intent  of  which  Petition  was 
to  obtain  the  abolition  of  the  Royal  Wine 
Company's  charter,  through  the  interfe- 
rence of  the  House,  under  the  pretence 
that  the  said  Company  was  an  establish- 
ment whose  tendency  and  intention  was, 
*^  the  exclusion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
from  the  traffic  in  the  winen  of  Portugal/' 
and  that  in  consequence  of  this  Petition  an 
application  has  been  sent  out  from  the 
British  government  to  the  Portuguese  go- 
vernment at  Rio  Janeiro  and  Lisbon,  for 
the  relieving  the  British  traders  in  Portugal 
from  the  operation  of  all  the  privileges  of 
the  Royal  Wine  Company,  that  are  in- 
compatible with  the  free  and  unrestricted 
trade  and  ^moierce  carried  on  by  British 
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««b>ecU  in  tht  kingdooi  of  Portugal,  in 
cooforniity  with  the  stipulations  of  the 
S5tk  article  of  the  said  treaty;  and  that 
the  peiitioaers  have  every  reason  to  fear, 
that  if  this  application  is  deemed,  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  two  countries,  to  be 
•qaif  alent  to  a  demand  of  the  abolition  of 
iba  Company's  charter,,  or  of  any  regola^ 
tmit  which  woald  render  it  nugatory,  and 
is  acted  upon  in  that  view,  under  an  idea 
tl»t  die  sobject  has  been  fuliy  investigated 
m  this  country,  that  the  immediate  conso- 
quence  will  be,  the  inundating  of  Great 
Britain  with  artificial  compositions  under 
the  denomination  ot  red  port,  and  to  ma- 
terially injure  the  commerce,  navigation, 
and  revenue,  of  both  countries  ;    and  thai, 
to  enforce  their  request,  the  ^aid  Petition 
appeared  to  contain  an  opinion  of  the  lords 
•t  the  Board  of  Trade  in  their  favour;  but 
fhat,  on  the  petitioners  applying  to  the 
aaid  board  for  the  grounds  on  which  such 
opinion  had  been  given,  the  petition^to 
^ore  ftitormcd  that  the  opinion  alluded  to 
^as  given  aboot  filW  years  ago,  and  that 
there  was  not  any  documents  to  shew  the 
grounds  of  it,  or  upon  what  investigation 
it  had  been  founded  ;    fipom  this  answer, 
as  alM  from  other  documents,  the  peti- 
tioners have  reason  to  believe  that  this 
opinion  of  the  lords  of  trade  was  the  result 
of  ex  parte  statements,  given  at  the  first  es- 
tablishment of  the  Company,  and  before 
ils  bem^ial  efifectt  coild  be  felt ;    and 
tbat  if  thii  evideoee  could  be  produced,  it 
^rould  be  found  to  be  the  resnk  of  disaj^ 
IKyivted  interesu  and  unfounded  lears,  and 
^t  of  an  investigation  of  £sct8,  as  the  pe- 
titioners are  unable  to  ascertain  that  eitner 
the  Company,  or  any  of  its  correspondents, 
were  ever  called  upon  to  answer  any  state* 
9Mit  against  theoa  before  sneh  answer  was 
given;  and  that  notwithstanding  the hoavy 
oocnplaints  nade  by  those  petitiooers  of 
ibe  grievanoes  and  anooyanoes  to  which 
they  are  subject,  and  in  language  which 
wonld  lead  the  Hanst  to  sappose  thatlAiey 
4iad  lately  arisen,  and  had  anoihilaled  tbe 
British  wtae  trade  in  Portn^al,  it  is  a  cei^ 
tain  feet,  that  no  new  restmnu  have  been 
adapted  or  acted  upon,  and  thoae  which 
Mre  th«  subject  of  complaiiit  were  eatah- 
iiibod  to  prevent  British  menchanu    at 
Oporto  from  pnrchasUig  snch  wines  as 
-were,  before  1750,  used  to  adaltemie  port 
wine  to  such  a  deterioration  of  its  quality, 
as  caused  it  to  be  prono^wced  in  England, 
by  the  physicians^  injorions  to  health  ;  and 
Che  peutionevs  af«  nbk  to  pro^  that  the 
Company  was  catiMiihad,  and  the  aa- 
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straints  enforced,  solely  for  tbe  purpose 
of  preventing  the  ruin  of  the  trade  by  tha 
adulteration  of  the  wines ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners observe,  that  it  is  stated  that  tha 
average  importation,  for  a  series  of  former 
years, pay i.ng  duty,  has  been  50,000  pipes; 
tha  petitioners,  op  the  contrary,  ure  satis- 
fied  that  it  will  appear  that  the  largest 
series  of  importations,  and  those  owing  to 
peculiar  circumstances,  was  from  1797  to 
i80tf,  when  the.  annual  importation^  for 
ten  years,  was  only  47,152,  and  even  from 
this  should  be  deducted  the  average  an* 
naal  exportation  of  2,208  pipes,  which 
leaves  but  44,044  for  duty  on  consumption, 
and  even  that  this  amount  is  for  greater 
tiMn  has  ever  betn  annnall  v  consumed  19 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  importation 
of  18,S7S  pipes  only,  in  1811,  was  not 
owing  to  the  prices  ct  tha  wines  beinff  in* 
creased  by  the  monopoly  of  the  Wine 
Company,  and  to  the  petitioners  notbeinjg 
able  to  prevent  it,  in  conseqnenca  of  their 
having  bean  driven  from  Oporto,  ba| 
arose  from  the  large  demands  for  wine  for 
the  oonsumption  of  tha  army  in  Portugal 
and  mora  particularly  from  the  large  sur* 
plus  stock  of  wine  in  the  bonds  of  Great 
Britain,  from  the  ezcass  of  importation 
over  consumption  in  tha  above  ten  yeari^ 
and  that  therefora  tha  revenue  has  no| 
been  ii^red  by  the  smallnesa  af  tbit  ini* 
portation,  there  being  at  tbe  end  of  thf 
3rear  1812,  after  a  still  smaller  importa* 
tion,  tbont  50AK)Opipas  in  tha  bonds  ready 
to  pay  duty,  if  there  was  a  oecassity  frooi 
oonsumption  to  take  it  out ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  have  reason*  from  eyidanct^ 
to  believe,  that  if  the  charter  of  tha  royal 
Wine  Company  be  taken  away,  the  greater 
part  of  tha  wines  from  Oporto  would  ba 
■sixad  with  thin  acid  winest  which  would 
afterwards  be  brought  by  brandy,  alder* 
berry  juice,  and  other  intoxicating  ingre- 
dients, to  an  artificial  strength  and  colour, 
such  having  been  the  practice  before  tha 
establishment  of  the  Company,  and  such 
fraotka  having,  as  tha  petitionaia  hftvo 
before  stated,  4lecreased  its  atlas ;  and  Aha^ 
the  Royal  Wina  Company  was  first  asta^ 
blished  in  1756,  Car  twaaty  yaars»and  baa 
had  ita  oh^ter  twice  renewed  in  oonsa* 
<|oance  of  the  benefits  it  hm  fffoducod; 
that  in  1747,  ten  years  before  the  aatar 
biishmentof  theCoo^anv,  13^,4^0  pipaa 
only  ware  axportad  from  Oporto ;  in  1754 
this  quantity  ikcsaased  to  l$,QSO;  m 
1755  it  further  decaaaasd  to  1%869  |M#ca; 
and  m  n^  tiia  yaar  tbe  Compa»jr  van 
im  aataUiahed,  it  mt  redncad  to  ilS^lU 
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pipes;  bat  that,  in  th«  y«ar  1757,  tmme^  I  praying  the  House  to  take  tbe  premises 


dratefy  af\erthe  establilhinent  of  the  Com* 
pany,  it  increaseti  to  12,4-88  pipes,  and 
has  ever  since  continued  gradually  to  in- 
crease ;  so  thaty  though  in  the  ten  years 
prior  to  the  Company's  clrarter  there  was 
exported  from  Oporto  only  166,609  pipes 
of  port,  yet,  in  the  first  ten  years  after 
their  charter,  ther^  was  exported  from 
Oporto  166,130,  in  the  secona  114,601,  in 
the  third  244,744,  in  the  fourth  432,340, 
in  the  fffUi  47 1,500;  and  that  the  British 
merchants  and  the  British  shipping  re- 
ceive the  benefits  of  this  importation,  the 
Royal  Wine  Company  never  having  ex- 
ported to  Great  Britain  more  than  5,000 
pipes  in  any  one  year  prior  to  the  invasion 
of  Portugal ;  and  tne  excess  of  exportations 
by  the  Company,  since  that  period,  has 
been  to  serve  some  of  those  wiu>  now  pe- 
tition for  the  abolition  of  the  Company, 
without  whose  assistance  they  could  not 
have  kept  their  trade  together ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  are  satisfied  that  they  are 
able  to  prove,  upon  any  candid  enquiry 
into  facts,  that  the  Royal  Wine  Company  s 
charter  is  not  productive  of  any  restriction 
or  hindrance  to  the  free  commerce  of  Bri- 
tish merchants,  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
the  existence  of  the  Company  and  its  con- 
troul  over  the  making  of  the  wines,  and  all 
their  reguTations  as  heretofore  and  at  pre- 
sent enforced,  is  essential  to  the  protection 
of  the  trade  itself;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  no  wish  to  support  any  mono- 
poly or  privileges  injurious  to  the  British 
merchant,  and  are  wholly  ignorant  that 
«ny  such  exist;  they  have  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  ascertain  upon  what  facts  those 
who  complain,  in  this  country,  assert  that 
•ny  restrictions  which  have  been  establish- 
ed by  the  Company  have  proved  injurious 
to  the  merchant  or  the  wme  trade  in  ge- 
neral, or  what  particular  privileges  of  wie 
Company  are  objected  to,  as  those  who 
complain  have  not  stated  them  here  or  in 
Portugal;  that  no  specific  charges  are 
preferred  which  can  be  met  either  by  ar- 
gument or  proof,  and  merely  general  as- 
sertions of  monopoly  and  restrictions ; 
an^  that  the  petitioners  are  most  anxious 
for  an  opportunity  of  meeting  any  charges 
which  may  be  brought  forward  against 
the  conduct  of  the  Port  Wine  Company, 
being  stitisfied  that  the  result  of  such  inves- 
tigation will  completely  prove,  that  the 
privileges  of  the  Company  &nd  their  super- 
intendence has  proved  most  beneficial, 
and  is  essential  to  the  preservation  and 
prosperity  of  the  port  wine  trade ;    and 


into  their  consideration,  and  to  grant  such 
relief  to  the  petitioners  as  to  the  House 
may  seem  meet ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
may,  in  case  the  same  should  become  ne- 
cessary, or  be  deemed  fit  by  the  Noose, 
be  heard  by  themselves  or  tkeir  cennsel, 
agents,  and  witnesses,  in  proof  of  the 
allegations  submitted  by  them  to  the 
House/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

PETITION  RESPECTING   THE   EaST  IhDIA 

Company,   from  the  Society  in  Scot* 

LAND  FOR  propagating  CHRISTIAN  KNOW- 
LEDGE.] Mr.  Wilberforce  presented  a 
Petition  firom  the  Society  in  Scotland  for 
propagating  Christian  knowledge ;  setting 
forth, 

''  That  the  society  was  incorporated  in 
the  year  1709,  by  a  charter  from  her  ma- 
jesty queen  Anne,  for  the  farther  promo- 
ting of  Christian  knowledge  tod  increase 
of  piety  and  virtue  within  Scotland,  espe- 
cially in  the  Highlands,  Islands,  and  re- 
mote corners  thereof,  and  for  propagating 
the  same  in  Popish  and  infidel  parts  of  the 
world  ;  and  that  since  that  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  donations  and  bequests  of 
pious  and  benevolent  personS|  the  funds  of 
the  society  have  increased  to  a  considera- 
ble amount,  and  have  b^en  faithfully  ap- 
plied to  the  purposes  of  the  charter,  agree* 
ably  to  the  will  of  the  donors;  and  that 
the  labours  of  the  society,  by  means  of 
their  teachers,  catechists,  and  missionaries, 
hare,  it  is  well  known,  been  attended 
with  great  success  in  the  education  of 
youth,  in  furthering  the  interests  of  religion 
and  virtue,  and  in  diffusing,  both  in  Scot* 
land  and  America,  the  blessings  of  civifi^ 
zation  and  industry,  subordination  to  law>- 
ful  authority,  and  attachment  to  the  con* 
stitution  and  government  of  the  British 
einpire ;  and  that  it  appears  to  the  peti* 
tioners,  that  the  exertions  of  ^e  society 
can  no  where  be' employed  more  agreeablr 
to  the  object  of  the  royal  charter,  or  with 
greater  prospect  of  success,  than  in  those 
territories  and  provhices  in  India  which 
now  form  a  ^art  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions ;  and  that,  while  the  natives  of  ^ose 
countries  have  long  been  and  still  continue 
in  a  sta^e  of  deplorable  ignorance,  and  ad* 
dieted  to  various  idolatrous  and  supersti-  . 
tious  usages  of  the  most  degrading  and 
horrible  description,  many  of  our  own 
countrymen,  members  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  employed  in  the  diftrent  crrii 
and  military  departments  in  India,  ami 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


655]       HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 


preqloded  from  enjoying  the  ordinances  of 
Christianity  agreeably  to  the  forms  of  the 
Church  to  which  they  are  attached ;  and 
that,  while  the  situation  of  India,  destitute 
of  the  means  of  religious  instruction,  has 
long  presented  the  most  urgent  claims  to 
the  humanity  of  Britons  and  of  Christians, 
the  restrictions  to  which  the  intercourse 
with  those  countries  has  hitherto  been 
subjected,  have  prevented  attempts  for  af- 
fording them  the  relief  which  the  exigen* 
cies  of  their  situation  so  imperiously  re- 
quired ;  and  praying  the  House  to  take 
into  consideration  the  facts  which  have 
been  stated  in  this  Petition,  and  to  provide, 
in  any  Bill  that  may  be  passed  for  re- 
newing the  East  India  Company's  char- 
ter, that  it  shall  be  lawful  f6r  the  peti- 
tioners to  impart  the  benefits  of  Chris- 
tianity to  the  natives  of  India,  and  to  af- 
ford the  advantage!  of  religious  worship 
and  instruction  to  our  countrymen  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  Scotland,  who  may 
reside  in  that  part  pf  the  British  empire, 
subject  always  to  such  salutary  regulations 
as  parliament  in  its  wisdom  shall  judge  it 
necessary  to  establish/' 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the^able. 

Petitions  against  the  Claims  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  were  presented  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Sligo,  the  arch- 
deacon and  clergy  of  Bedford,  and  from 
the  bailiff's,  burgesses  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  Carnarvon.  A  Petition  in  favour 
of  the  Claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  was 
presented  from  the  mayor,  recorder  and 
inhabitants  of  WaYlingford. 

Admikaltt  Registrar's  Bill.]  Mr. 
Henry  Martin  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  relative 
to  the  office  of  the  Registrar  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. In  the  brief  observations  which 
he  intended  to  make,  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  observe,  nhat  a  great  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeds arose  from  the  money  of  suitors  in 
the  Admiralty  Court.  It  was^  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  Bill  to  interfere  with  the 
legitimate  fees  of  the  office.  It  appeared 
from  documents  on  their  table,  that  the 
average  annual  sum  which  was  solely  em- 
ployed for  the  benefit  of  the  noble  lord 
(Arden)  who  now  held  the  situation  of 
Kegisirar,  was  200^000/.  and  for  which 
no  security  was  taken.  It  had  been  con- 
ceded last  session,  by  a  late  right  hon. 
>gentleman,who  wascertamly  interested  in 
the  profits  of  the  office,  for  the  rever- 
sion of  it  was  vested  in  him,  he  meant  Mr. 


PetiiicM  rtifecing  the  Claims  qfthe  CathoUct.     [656 

Perceval,  that  the  situation  required  to  be 
regulated,  and  indeed  he  proposed  to  re- 
gulate it  much  more  extensively  than  it 
was  the  object  of  the  present  Bill  to  do, 
which  merely  went  to  assimilate  the  prac- 
tice of  the  court  of  Admiralty  in  securing 
suitors'  money,  to  the  practice  of  the  high 
court  of  Chancery.  The  hon.  and  learned 
member  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  office  of 
Registrar  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty 
and  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  Prizes.  * 

Lord  CoMtlereagh  said,  that  he  certainly 
should  not  oppose  the  Bill  in  that  stage  of 
it,  but  that  if  it  should  prove  to  be  a  simi- 
lar one  to  that  brought  in  last  session,  he 
should  feel  himself  compelled  to  oppose  it 
in  every  part  of  its  progress. — Leave  was 
then  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 


HOUSE  OP   LORDS. 

Monday^  February  22. 

PfiTITIONS   RESPECTING   THE  ClAIMS    OF 

THE  Roman  Catholics.]  The  bishop  of 
Chester  presented,  a  Petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Chester  against  the  Catholic 
Claims.^ Lord  Kenyon  presented  a  Peti- 
tion to  the  same  eifect  from  the  gentry, 
clergy,  freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Denbigh,  which  his  lord- 
ship staled  was  agreed  to  at  a  county 
meeting,  with  only  one  dissentient  voice* 
that  of  a  person  who  read  a  letter  from  an 
hon.  baronet,  the  member  for  the  county, 
whose  opinions  were  hostile  to  the  object 
of  the  JPetiiion.  His  lordship  also  pre- 
sented a  similar  Petition  from  the  county 
of  Merioneth. — Viscount  Bulkeley  pre- 
sented a  similar  Petition  from  the  county 
of  Carnarvon.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ; 
as  were  also  a  Petition  from  Worcester, 
presented  by  the  earl  of  Coventry,  and  a 
Petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Exeter, 
also  against  the  Catholic  Claims,  presented 
by  lord  Rolle. — The  earl  of  Radnor  pre- 
sented two  Petitions  to  the  same  eifect, 
one  from  the  corporation  and  the  other  from 
the  inhabitanu  of  Salisbury.— The  noble 
earl  then  presented  another  Petition  to  the 
same  effect,  from  Wallingford,  which  his 
lordship  stated  to  be  signed  by  four  out  of 
six  aldermen,  13  out  of  18  assistants,  the 
clergy  of  the  three  parishei,*  the  ministers 
of  three  dissenting  congregations,  all  the 
traders  of  the  town,  and  a  majority  of  the 
voters* — Lord  Holland  presented  a  Peti- 
tion from  Wallingford  in  favour  of  the 
Catholic  Claims,  which  (lis  lordship  stated 
to  be  signed  by  the  mayor,  the  recorder, 
and  several  respectable  persons. 
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Lord  Sh^tkU  presented  a  Petition  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Lewet  and  its  neighboar- 
hood,  which  his  Jordship  stated  to  be  si^ 
ed  by  upwards  of  4«000  persons,  inclading 
many  dissenters. 

Tbe  puke  of  Norfolk  wished  to  know 
what  means  had  been  employed  to  obtain 
the  sigoatigres,  no  public  meeting  having 
1>een  held  ? 

Lord  Sh^M  said,  he  had  the  Petition 
from  lord  Chichester,  who  was  unable  to 
attend,  and  who  had  stated  to  him,  the 
facta  which  he  had  now  mentioned. 

The  Marquis  of  Hea^ort  presented  a 
Petition  from  the  Protestants  of  the  county 
pf  Meath  against  the  Catholic  Claims,  stat- 
ing, that  he  dissented  from  the  prayer  of 
the  Petition. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdownc  stated,  that 
a  Petition  would,  he  understood,  .shortly 
arrive,  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  pro- 
perty and  respectability  of  the  county  of 
Meath,  in  fayour  of  tbe  Catholic  Claims. 
^  The  Earl  of  I^aon  presented  a  Peti 
tion  from  the  Protestants  of  the  county  of 
Sligo  against  the  Catholic  Claims.  His 
lordship  took  the  opportunity  of  stating, 
thnt  he  had  previously  voted  for  going 
into'  a  committee  on  the  Catholic  Claiqis, 
but  the  recent  conduct  of  the  Catholics,  in 
openly  avowing  that  they  would  consent 
to  no  securities,  had  rendered  him  hostile 
to  their  Claims.  His  lordship  then  read 
part  of  one  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Ca- 
tholic meeting  at  Kilkenny,  in  order  to 
prove  the  determination  they  had  express* 
ed,  not  to  consent  to  any  arrangement  for 
securities  to  the  Protestant  ^tablish- 
ment. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  deprecated 
the  idea  of  treating  with  the  Catholics  as 
with  an  independent  power.  It  was  for 
the  legislature  to  consider  their  claims, 
and  m^e  such  enactments  as  to  its  wisdom 
ahould  seem  meet,  and  it  was  for  tbe  Ca- 
tholics as  subjecu  to  obey.  He  could  not, 
therefore^  see  any  reason  why  the  noble 
earJ  should  have  altered  his  opinion  on 
the  policy  of  the  measure,  merely  because 
Certain  resolutions  had  been  passed  by 
some  Catholics  in  some  part  or  a  county 
in  Ireland. 

The  Earl  o£  Kingston  also  presented  a 
Petition  to  the  same  effect  from  the  Pro- 
testants of  the  county  of  Tipperary,  which 
was  read. 

Lord  Holland  did  not  mean  to  object  to 
its  lying  on  the  table ;  but  he  thought 
these  Petitions  making  allegations  against 
the  Catholics  were  scarcely  re  solar,  when  I 

(voL.xav.)  I 


no 


Petition  from  any  part  of  that  bodv  had 
yet  been  presented  for  the  purpose  of  org« 
ing  any  claims. 

Lord  Redtidale  ohwrred^  that  the  pro* 
ceedin^  of  the  Catholics  for  the  purpose 
of  urging  their  claims  were  notorious; 
that  they  had  been  published  in  all  the 
newspapers  of  Ireland ;  and  productions^ 
avowedly  by  their  authority*  had  been 
published,  in  which  their  clauns  had  been 
set  forth. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  lamented  the  tone 
of  these  Petitions,  which  he  thought 
would  only  lead  to  corresponding  acri* 
mony  on  the  part  of  the  Catnolics. 

The  Earl  of  Ckarkmlk  presented  a  Peti- 
tion from  the  gentlemen,.clergy,'&c.  bfthe 
county  and  town  of  Carlow.  His  lordship 
stated,  that  although  the  prayer  pf  the  Peti* 
tion  was  inimical  to  the  Mnrestricted  claimi 
of  the  Catholics,  yet  its  tenor  breathed  a 
spirit  of  toleration  and  conciliation  suitable 
to  the  subject;  at  the  same  time  submitting 
to  their  lordships  the  necessity  of  guarding 
against  such  concessions  as  might  endanger 
our  Protestant  constitation.---Ordcf«d  to. 
lie  on  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday  t  Pehruary  22. 
Petitions  respecting  the  Claims  er 
THE  Roman  Catholics.]  Petitions  against 
the  Claims  of  the  Aoman  Catholics  were 
presented  from  the  archdeacon  and  clergy 
of  Bucks,  the  archdeacon  of  Northampton 
and  clergy  of  Peterborough,  from  Mr. 
Vivian,  from  the  mayor,  &c.  of  Penzance^ 
the  inhabitants  of  Monachan,  the  gen« 
tiemen,  clergy  and  freeholders  of  Merio* 
netb,  from  Mr.  Wilson^  from  the  inhabi« 
tants  and  freeholders  of  Fermanagh,  the 
mayor^  &c.  of  New  Sarum,  the  mayor, 
&c.  of  Drogheda,  the  inhabitants  of 
Exeter,  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  &c.  of 
Carnarvon,  the  Protestants,  &c.  of  West- 
meath,  and  the  mayor,  &c.  of  Appleby.— 
Petitions  were  also  presented  from  Mr. 
Mac  Donnell  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  from 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Tyrone. 

Petitions  respecting  the  Renewal 
OF  the  East  India  Company*s  Charter.] 
Petitions}  respecting  tbe  renewal  of  the 
East  India  Company's  charter  were  pre- 
sented  from  the  borough  of  Elgin,  the^ 
merchanU  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  the 
lord  provost,  &c.  of  Perth,  the  clothiers, 
&c,  of  Gloucester,  the  London  rope  makerfl^ 
the  inhabitants  of  Sou^h  Molton,  and  the 
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or  injury,  to  erect  castles,  fortIficiiti(>ti8« 
forts,  and  gartisons,  and  also  to  coin  Itidiaa 
money;    and    thslt,   by  tirtue  of  these 
powers,  the  said  goteraor  and  combany- 
made  settlements,  and  built  forts  and  fac* 
tories,  at  different  places  ill  the  East  In- 
dies, at  *  Very  great  expense,"  which  set** 
tlements,  forts,  and  factories,  with  ^me 
territory  annexed  to  them,  were  purchased 
frotn  thb  tiatiVe  princes  of  the  coontriet 
within  their  limtu;  the  soteret^nty  tt^ 
mained  with  their  respectif  e  chiefii,  but 
the  immediate  government  of  those  acqui- 
sitions was  exercised  by  the  companj^ 
under  the  )[>o#ers  which  ftre  before  men- 
tioned to  bavfe  been  granted  to  them  by 
i^harter ;  and  the  said  company  made  als6 
a  settlement  in  the  island  of  Saint  Helena, 
on  its  being  abandoned  by  the  Dutch^ 
about  the  year  1651  ;  atid  that  the  pro- 
perty &nd  sovereignty  in  trnd  over  \ht 
port  and  island  of  Bombay  having  been 
ceded  by  the  king  of  PoHugal  to  king 
Charles  the  2nd,  as  part  of  the  dbwr^  of 
the  infanta  ot  Portugal  on  h&r  mamfage 
with  king  Charles,  his  said  majesty  by  hia 
royal  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  %7t)i 
day  of  March  1 669,  granted  and  conveved 
onto  the  said  governor  and  company,  theit 
successors  and  assigns,  the  property  there- 
of, with  all  the  rights  profits  territoriea 
and  appurtenances,  and  cbnstituted  them 
the  true  and  absolute  totds  and  proprietors 
of  the  port  land  island,  in  the  most  unli- 
mited manner,  having  to  bis  majesty  hit 
heirs  and  auccesors,  his  royal  soveireigntr 
6f  and  over  the  inhabitanu  there ;  but  hu 
majesty  granted  the  a\ithority  of  immediate 
civil  and  military  government  of  the  place 
to  the  company ;  and  Saint  Helena  having 
been  laken  from  the  said  company  by  the 
butch  in  the  war  of  1674,  was  re-taken 
by  a  force  belonging  to  king  Charles  the 
2nd,  who,  by  his  royal  letters  patent  bear- 
ing date  the  16th  dav  of  December  1674^ 
re-granted  that  island,  with  all  the  righu» 
profits,    territories,    and    appurtenances 
whatsoever,  unto  the  said  governor  luul 
company,  their  successors  and   assigns^ 
and  his  majesty  constituted  them  the  true 
and  absolute  lords  and  proprietor^  thereof, 
saving  the  allegiance  dueto  his  majesty,hift 
heirs  and  successors ;  and  the  said  charter 
contained  powers  and  auth6rities  for  the 
government  and  defence  of  the  said  island  ; 
and  tha^t,  by  an  act  of  parliamen't  passed 
in  the  9th  year  of  king  William  the  5rd» 
for  raising  a  sum  of  two  millions  by  loan 
for  the  public  service,  it  was  enacted,  that 
all  the  subKribera  to  the  said  loan  Aoald 


t^tteri  and  calenderers  of  the  East  India 
Compkhy. 

Petition  of  nit  fix^t  Jndu  CotePAl^Y 
ton  THt  Renewal  op  tbeir  Charter.] 
A  Petition  of  th^  united  company '  of 
merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East 
Ihdiies  Was  presented  and  read;  totting 
fbrth, 

"  That  the  t>6titiohei^,  in  afmroaching 
the  House  with  an  application  for  a  con- 
tinuarice  of  the  system  bjr  which  the  re- 
lation between  Great  Britain  and  the  East 
Indiiss  U  now  regulated,  hope  they  m&y  be 
permitted  to  stafe  the  outlines  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  establishment  of  the  jpeti. 
tioners,  as  well  as  their  present  situation 
as  to  their  property  and  rights,  thfeir  func- 
tions and  obligations :  and  that  the  first 
adventurers  in  a  trade  from  England  to 
the  East  Indies,  by  the  way  of  the  Cape 
of  Good   Hope,  were  incorporated    by 
queen  Elizabeth,    by  heir  toyal    letters 
patent,  bearing  date  the  Slst  <)dy  of  De- 
cember 1601,  by  the  stile  of  "The  go- 
vernor  and    company  of  merchants  of 
London  trading  into  the  East  Indies,''  to 
whom,  by  the  same  instrument,  the  ex- 
clusive r%ht  of  trading  to  that  ommtry 
was  granted  by  her  said  m^esty  for  a 
term  of  15  years  from  Christmas  then  last 
past ;  and  that  the  corporate  capacity  of 
the  said  governor  and  company  of  mer- 
chants of  London  trading  into  the  East 
Indies,  with  the  privilege  of  the  exclusive 
trade,  was  renewed  revived  and  confirmed 
to  them  in  perpetuity  by  several  charters 
or  letters  patent,  granted  respectively  by 
king  James  the  Ist,  king  Charles  the  2nd, 
king  iames  the  2nd,  and  king  William 
and  queen  Mary,  subject  nevertheleto  to 
a  proTision,  that,  if  the  continuance  of  any 
^f  their  chatters,  in  the  Whole  or  in  part, 
should  not  be  profitable  to  the  realm,  that 
npoH  three  years  Warning  to  be  given  to 
the  said  company,  all  the  said  charters 
should  cease  determine  and  be  void ;  and 
that  the  said  governor  and  company  were 
empowered  by  th^ir  charters  to  establish 
factories  and  settlements  in  the  East  Indies, 
to  have  the  government  of  such  factories 
«nd  settlements,  and  to  appoint  governors 
with  a  judicial  power  to  equip  and  main- 
tain military  forces  by  sea  and  land  for 
the  defence  of  their  settlements,  with  the 
poweV  of  making  peace  and  war  with  any 
princes  or  people  who  were  not  Christians, 
within  any  places  of  their  trade,  to  make 
reprisals  from  those  persons,  in  thoseparts, 
ftopi  whom  they  should  sustain  any  toss 
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1^  intitM  ip  triiffic  uid  lue  jlhe  tr»dB  of 
Oiercb9o4i^  in  9uch  plfi^es,  i^d  by  ^nf:b 
W«y9  SMi^d  p$a99g^  c^  were  then  already 
fre^lientied  favng  oq(  otr  jdi^covered,  or 
wbicb  thereafler  thouM  l^e  fpimd  9Ujt  or 
4i«co?er?d«  ^n4  ?s  Uiey  ley^r^ly  should 
«9t^ai  to  bo  fiUeat  or  beit  /or  th^i 
in  to  and  froi9  the  £a$t  Jj^di^f^  in  the 
countries  ^  parts  of  Asia  ap^  Africa^ 
and  in  to  a|id  frpm  th$  islands  portf  ^a? en^ 
cities  craeks  towns  anfl  places  laf  A^iai 
Africa^  and  Anaerica,  or  any  9^  the^, 
l)eyond  the  Cape  of  Bona  Ssperan^a  to 
Uie  Streights  of  Magellan^  wiber^  any 
Uade  or  traffijC  ^  mercfaandlae  was  pr 
migbt  be  used  or  had,  a^d  to  an^  from 
^very  of  them  :  aind«  by  the  saifl  ac^  his 
m^ije^ty  was  empowered  to  incorporate 
any  of  the  subscribers  who  should  desire 
to  trade  with  a  joint  stock ;  and  it  was 
enacted*  that  at  any  Ume»  upon  three 
years  npM.ce»  after  the  29\h  day  pf  Sep« 
tember  1711,  upon  repayment  by  parlia^ 
ment  of  the  said  sum  of  two  millions,  or 
auch  part  thereof  as  should  be  advanced, 
^11  th^  corporations  to  be  created  in  pur- 
anance  of  that  act,  and  the  benefit  pf  trade 
thereby  given,  should  absolutely  cease 
tnd  determine;  and  it  was  enacted  that 
ufi  auch  persons  as  should  have  a  right  of 
Uading  by  virtue  of  that  acd  shopld  have 
ik^  8<3e  and  exclusive  trade  within  the 
Iknits  before-mentioned ;  and  that  the  said 
aom  of  two  millions  was  subscribed  within 
the  time  limited  by  the  said  act;  and 
thereupon,  by  a  charter  bearing  date  the 
5  th  day  of  September  169B,  his  said  mar 
j/esty  was  pleased  to  incorporate  the  larger 
part  of  the  subscribers  to  the  said  loan,  by 
the  stile  of  "  The  English  company  tradu 
ing  to  the  East  Indies;''  and,  by  the  said 
GMrt^,  powers  of  making  settlement^, 
an4  gOTeming  them,  and  maintaining  mi- 
litary forces  for  their  defence,  were  granted 
to  the  English  company,  similar  to  thoae 
which  arp  before  sjtated  to  havp  been 
granted  to  the  old  company,  since  distin- 
guished by  the  appellation  of  the  London 
company ;  the  sovereign  right,  power, 
and  dominion,  over  all  the  aettlements  \o 
bp  made,  beii^g  rpsei^yed  to  his  said  ma- 
jesty ;  and  that  the  abo^ve  act  of  parlia- 
ment .an4  charter  would  have  operated 
to  have  extinguisl^d  and  de^mined  the 
corporato  capacity  and  privileges  of  the 
)4>ndpn  company,  bpt  the  act  contained 
'  a  prpvisipn  that  they  shpold  have  liberty 
to  uade  till  the  $29th.  of  Seplember  1701, 
and  the  Lpndnn  company  having  sub- 
^gj^ibfii  tha  suip  pf  H^jposU.  ^tpmribi  JJ^ 
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snpi  pf  2«QQO,0QOA  to  bp  r^d,  becama 
pntitled  to  trade  in  respect  of  it;  and 
therefore,  ))y  an  act  of  parliament  passed 
ip  thp  12th  yej^r  of  king  Williaip  the  9rd| 
tl  '  pprato  capacity  w^  coi^tiuned  tp 
t]  bjec(^  nevertheless,  to  be  detert 

n  pon  the  redemptiop  of  the  fund 

PI  id  by  the  said  act  of  the  9th  of 

h  i^e^ty'a  reign ;  an(j[  that  the  said 

$  CQmf^Y  acquired    and  settled 

SI  tctorie^  m  the  E^st  Indies,  «t  a 

V(  je  expeqs^;  and  thft,  previoui 

to  tbp  erectipn  of  the  English  coippany, 
the  Lpndon  company  ha4  carried  on  theur 
tra^p  wifh  the  ]East  Indies  in  competition 
with  the  Portyguese  and  Butch  and  French 
companies,  anp  alfp  in  competition  with 
unlicensed  adventurers  from  Great  Britaii| 
who  traded  there*  npt«'ithstanding  the  ex« 
c\psive  grants  which  the  London  copapany 
was  in  ppssession  of,  and  which  unlicensed 
adventurers,  at  times,  acquire<}  consider- 
,able  ascendency  ao^n^^t  the  native 
powers,  and,  after  the  incorporation  of 
the  £o|;lish  company,  they  became  alsp 
competitors  in  the  said  trfide ;  and  that  no 
^ropean  nation  having  then  acquired 
any  considerablp  territorial  dominion,  thp 
whole  of  the  trade  by  Europeans  was  car- 
ried on  entirely  at  the  despotic  will  and 
sujOierance  of  the  native  princes  of  the 
Mogul  empire;  the  government  and  of* 
ficers  of  which  almost  constantly  showed 
their  favour  and  protection  to  such  of  the 
competitors  from  whom  they  could  obtain 
the  largest  presents ;  and  in  proportion  ap 
they  protected  one  of  them,  they  op- 
pressed the  others;  as  an  instance  of 
which,  the  petitioners  show,  that  the  ser- 
vants of  the  English  company  in  India,  by 
meai^s  of  cprrupt  inflaence  with  the  mi* 
nisters  and  servants  of  the  Mogul,  pro- 
cured all  the  principal  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  presidency  of  the  London  com- 
pany at  Surat,  then  the  chief  seat  of  their 
trade  in  lndia>  to  be  imprisoned  for  several 
seasons,  and  wholly  to  interrupt  their 
commercial  transactions;  and  that  the 
Lqndon  company  and  the  English  com- 
pany, finding  that  if  their  competition 
had  continued,  ruin  must  have  ensued  to 
both,  agreed,  about  the  year  17Q2,  to  unite 
togetber :  the  union  was  efiected  by  force 
of  two  several  indentures,  dated  respec- 
tively the  22d  day  of  July  1702,  one  be- 
ing an  indenture  tripartite,  made  between 
her  late  majesty  queen  Anne  of  the  first 
part,  the  said  London  company  of  the 
second  part,  and  the  said  English  com- 
ply .01  Ih^  .thirjl  part;  and  the  other 
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being  an  iodentiire  qoinquepartke,  made 
between  the  said  London  company  of  the 
first  part«  the  said  English  company  of  the 
second  part>  and  certain  persons,  trustees 
of  property  belonging  to  the  London 
company,  of  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
parts,  and  by  force  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, passed  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reign 
of  oueen  Anne,  and  of  an  award  of  the 
earl  of  Godolphin,  the  lord  high  treasurer 
of  Great  Britain,  dated  the  29th  day  of 
September  1708 ;  and  that  by  the  terms 
of  the  union,  all  the  property  and  rights 
belonging  to  both  companies,  at  home 
and  abroad,  including  the  settlements, 
forts,  factories,  and  territories,  which  they 
had  acquired  as  is  aboTe  stated,  were 
▼alued,  and,  in  consideration  of  the  value 
of  the  property  of  the  London  company 
being  paid  or  allowed  in  account  to  them, 
they,  by  proper  legal  instruments,  trans- 
ferred'And  made  oyer  all  their  property  to 
the  English  company,  and  the  English 
company  were  allowed,  in  account,  the 
Talue  of  their  property;  and  the  pro- 
perty and  rights  of  both  companies  were 
thenceforth  rested  in  them,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  united  concern ;  and  the  London 
company  haying  completed  the  transfer  of 
its  property,  surrendered  iu  corporate  ca« 
pacity ;  and  from  thenceforth  the  English 
company  took  the  stile  of  "  The  united 
company  of  merchants  of  England  trading 
to  the  East  Indies '"  which  is  now  the 
■tile  of  the  petitioners;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners craye  leaye  to  draw  l^e  attentioil 
of  the  House  to  some  part  of  the  subjects 
of  which  the  property  of  the  petitioners 
Consisted  at  the  time  of  the  union  of  the 
two  companies  in  1702,  and  which  they 
deriyed  by  transfer  firom  them,  with  the 
cognisanc^  and  sanction  of  her  miyesty 
queen  Anne,  and  of  the  parliament; 
amongst  other  things,  the  petitioners 
were  then  entitled  to  and  possessed  of  the 
islands  of  Bombay  and  Samt  Helena,  the 
aoyeteignty  of  which  was  vested  in  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain;  they  were  en- 
titled  to  %nd  possessed  of  the  factories  of 
Surat,  Swally,  Broach,  Amadayad^  Ai^ra, 
and  Lucknow  :  on  the  coast  of  Mahibar# 
they  were  entitled  to  and  possessed  of  the 
forts  of  Carwar,  Tellicherry,  and  Angengo, 
and  the  factory  of  Caliicut :  on  the  coast 
of  Coromandelthey  were  entitled  to  and 
possessed  of  Fort  St.  €reorge,  with  the 
.  castle,  fortifications,  and  territory  thereto 
belonging,  on  which  a  large  citv  called 
Madras  was  built,  the  houses  of  which  be« 
longed  to  and  pidd  rent  to  the  ptrtilionirs;' 


Fort  iSaint  Dayid,  being  a  strong  fort  and 
fac^ry,  and  about  three  miles  compass  of 
the  circumjacent  country,  on  which  seyeral 
Amall  towns  and  yiUaget  were  erected ; 
the  factories  of  Codolore,  Porto  Noyo,  Pet- 
tipolee,  MadapoUam,  and  the  fort  and 
factory  of  Vixagapatam :  in  Bengal,  the 
petitioners  were  entitled  to  and  possessed 
of  Fort  William  and  the  town  of  Calcutta, 
wflh  a  lar^e  territory  thereto  belonging  ; 
the  fiictories  of  Ballasore,  Cossimbuzar, 
Dacca,  Hughly,  Maulda,  Rajamaul,  and 
Patna,  and  all  these  possessions  were  sob- 
ject  to  the  soyereignty  of  the  great  mogul : 
on  the  island  of  Sumatra,  the  petitionera 
were  entitled  to  and  possessed  of  Yoric 
Fort  at  Bencoolen,  and  a  fiictory  with  a' 
territory  of  about  fiye  miles  thereto  be- 
longing, and  a  factory  at  Indrapore ;  and 
that,  after  the  union  of  the  two  companies; 
the  petitioners  conducted  themselyes  so  atf 
V  to  conciliate  and  acquire  the  confidence  of 
the  natiires  of  India,  and  for  a  consider* 
able  period  of  time  they  bad  no  occa^ 
sion  to  use  the  right  which  they  en^ 
joyed  of  maintaining  a  military  force,  ex- 
cept for  purposes  Tittle  beyond  those  of 
police,  and  as  guards  of  their  fortification* 
against  surprize ;  but  near,  the  middle  of 
the  last  century  it  became  necessary  for 
the  petitioners  to  enlarge  their  military 
force,  and  to  exercise  the  power  of  war, 
^and  of  making  political  engagements  with 
some  of  the  natire  powers,  to  support  the 
Britidi  interesta  in  India,  and  in  order  to 
counteract  the  intrigues  of  the  French, 
who  had  become  auxiliaries  to  other  na-^ 
tiye  powers,  with  the  design  of  driring 
the  petitioners  out  of  the  East  Indies,  and 
of  excluding  the  British  nation  wholly 
from  Asiatic  commerce ;  but  bv  meana 
of  the  forces  raised  and  maintained  by  the' 
petitioners,  and  at  their  sole  expence, 
the  petitioners  completely  defeated  thoae 
objects;  so  that,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  which  ended  in  the  year  17(^3,  the 
French  were  left  without  one  single  ae^le* 
ment,  and  almost  without  influence,  in 
any  part  of  Asia ;  and  that,  in  the  y^r  ' 
I757»  the  nabob  of  Bengal  permitted 
the  petitioners  to  establish  ^  mint  at 
Calcutta ;  and  in  the  same  year  the  said 
nabob  made  oyer  to  the  petitioners  the 
property  in  certain  lands  in  Bengal, 
generally  called  the  twenty-four  purgun* 
has,  and  the  aaltpetre  lanos  of  the  wnok 
prorince  of  Banar;  and  in  the  year 
1758,  the  petitioners  obtained  a  grant 
Arom  the  iaid  nabob  for  the  liree  te-' 
nnreof  the  town  of  Oalcatta,  diicharged^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


665] 


M  the  Rauwttl  qTiheir  ChmW. 


FsB.  C2,  1815. 


C66ff 


from  the  rent  to  wbich>  to  tliat  time,  it  had 
been  tobject;  in  the  year  1759>  the  nou- 
bah  6f  the  Becan  made  over  to  the  peti- 
tioners the  whole  of  the  circar  of  Masuli- 
patam,  with  eight  district!,  as  well  as  the 
circar  of  Nizaropatam  and  the '  districts  of 
Condavir  and  Wacalmanner ;  in  the  year 
1763,the  naboboFArcotmadeover  tothe  pe* 
titioners  several  districts  of  land  torroond- 
ing  Madras,  which  lands  ha?e  since  heen 
called  the  iaghire  of  the  petitioners;  and 
such  transrer  was  confirmed  in  the  year 
1765  by  the  said  nabob,  and  also  by  the 
great  mogul;  in  the  year  1764,  theimo- 
gul  made  over  to  the  petitionerr  the 
coantrv  of  Gauze  Poor  and  the  rest  of  the 
semindary  of  rajah  Bolwan^  Sing ;  in  the 
year  1765,  the  great  mogul  granted  to  the 
petitioners  the  country  called  the  North- 
em  Circars ;  and  in  the  following  vear 
such  grant  was  acceded  to  by  the  sonbah; 
wad  ill  the  year  1765,  the  great  mog^l  ap- 
pointed  the  petitioners,  in  perpetuity,  to 
the  office  of  dewan  of  the  profinces  of 
Bengal,  ^ahar,  and  Orissa»  such  appoint- 
ment being  made  as  a  free  gift ;  and  by 
Tirtue  of  such  grant  the  petitioners,  in 
the  execution  of  the  office,  acquired  the 
right  of  collection  of  all  the  refenoes  of 
the  said  provinces,  for  their  own  use,  free 
from  any  account  thereof  to  be  rendered  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  crave  leave  to  re* 
mark,  that  no  part  of  the  property  in  any 
of  the  forts,  factories,  or  territories,  which 
became  vested  in  the  petitioners  at  the 
time  of  the  union  of  the  two  companies, 
nor  anv  of  the  territories  nor  rights  lastly 
herehibefore  mentioned  to  have  been 
granted  to  the  petitioners,  were  acquired 
by  conquest,  but  by  purchase,  by  means  of 
pecuniary  payments,  or  by  services  ren« 
dered  to,  or  other  good  considerations 
moving  the  grantors ;  and  that,  about  the 
year  1767,  a  claim  was  made  on  the  part 
of  the  public  to  the  beneficial  interest  in 
the  territorial  acquisitions  and  revenues 
then  lately  obtained  there,  and  thereupon 
egreemenu  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  that  the  possession  of  such  acquisi* 
tions  and  revenues  should  remain  with  the 
petitioners,  upon  a  participation  of  the 
profit  of  the  revenue  between  the  public 
and  the  petitioners,  as  mentioned  in  se- 
Teral  acts  of  parliament  made  and  passed 
at  different  times  since  1767,  without  pre- 
judice to  the  claims  of  the  public  or  of  the 
petitioners;  and  that,  previous  to  the 
year  1773,  the  ^[ovemment  of  the  settle- 
ments and  acquisitions  in  India  was  con- 
duoted  under,  the  uncontrpided  direction 


of  the  pelUioiiers,  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
of  government  which  they  derivea  from 
their  charters  ;  but,  ever  since  the  year 
1773,  the  mode  of  the  immediate  govern* 
ment  of  India  has  been  regulated  by  par- 
liament ;  and  from  that  time  to  the  year 
1784,  in  pursuance  of  directions  of  acts  of 

Earlianent,  the  lords  commissioners  of 
is  Biajesty's  treasury,  and  one  of  his  Ma* 
jest^'s  prmeipal  secretaries  of  state,  in 
their  several  oepartments,  were  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  correspondence  and 
or()ers  seat  to  and  received  from  India  by 
the  petitioners^  ii^  any  way  relating  to  the 
management  of  the  revenue,  or  civil  or 
military  afiairs  and  government  of  the 
petitioners  in  that  country ;  and  firom  the 
year  1734  tothe  present  time,  all  acu« 
operations  and  concerns,  which  in  any 
ways  have  related  to  or  concerned  the 
civil  or  military  government  or  revenues 
of  the  territories  and  acquisitions  In  the 
East  Indies,  have  been  placed  under  the 
superintendence  and  controul  of  certain 
commissioaers  appointed  by  his  Majesty, 
in  pursuance  of  acts  of  parliament  passed 
for  that  purpose;  and  the  petitioners 
have  been  restrained  from  giring  any 
orders  or  directions  relative  thereto,  with* 
out  the  concurrence  of  the  said  commis« 
sioners ;  and  in  cases  in  which  the  said 
commissioners  have  been  of  opinion  that 
the  subject  matter  of  any  of  their  deltbew 
rations,  concerning  the  levying  war  or 
making  peace,  or  treating  or  negotiating 
with  any  of  the  native  princes  or  states  in 
India,  communicated  in  orders  to  any  of 
the  governments  in  India,  have  been  of  m 
nature  to  require  secrecy,  such  orders  have 
been  sent  through  the  medium  of  a  secret 
committee  of  three  of  the  «ourt  of  direc- 
tors of  the  petitioners,  according  to  the 
provisions  in  that  case  made  by  parlia- 
ment, without  any  privity  of  the  peti- 
tioners, or  of  their  court  of  diriectors,  and 
without  any  discretionary  authority  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  such  secret  com-' 
mittee ;  and  that,  between  the  period 
when  such  claim  as  herein  before  men- 
tioned was  first  made,  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  to  the  territorial  acquisitions  in  the 
East  Indies,  and  the  year  1793,  a  further 
acouisition  of  territory  was  made  in  India; 
and  that .  the  term  heretofore  granted  to 
the  petitioners  in  the  exclusive  trade  to 
the  East  Indies,  being  about  to  be  re- 
deemed in  the  year  1794,  an  act  of  pariia* 
ment  was  made  and  passed  in  the  33d  year 
of  his  present  majesty,  whereby  it  was 
enacted,  ^mpngt  miM>y  other  things  that 
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the  territorial  acquiaitiooi  in  ctrtaio 
former  acts  mentioiied,  together  with  the 
territorial  acquisitions  then  lately  obtained 
in  the  East  Indies,  with  the  reTenues 
thereof  respectively,  should  continue  in 
the  possession  of  the  petitioners  during 
the  further  term  by  that  act  granted  in  the 
said  exclnsife  trade;  and  that  the  peti* 
taoners  should  haye  the  ezelosiye  trade 
within  the  limiu  meutioned  in  the  said  act 
of  parliament  passed  in  the  9th  year  of 
king  William  the  3rd,  subject  nevenheleas 
te  such  right  of  trading  as  is  thereby 

S'ven  to  individuals,  to  be  carried  on  in 
e  manner  therein  mentioned,  and  sab* 
ject  to  a  proviso  to  determine  such  right 
at  aoy  time,  upon  three  years  notice  to  be 

S'ven  by  parliament,  after  the  1st  day  of 
[arch  1811,  upon  the  expiration  of 
the  said  three  years,  and  upon  payment 
made  to  the  petitieners  of  any  sura  or 
sums  which,  under  the  pro? isioos  of  any 
|Kt  of  that  session  of  parliament,  ahootd  or 
mighty  upon  the  expiration  of  th»  said 
three  years,  become  payable  to  the  peti* 
tioners  by  the  public,  according  to  the 
tree  intent  and  meaning  of  soch'  act ;  but 
it  was  enacted*  that  nothing  in  that  pro- 
viso, or  in  any  proviso  in  the  said  act  in 
the  dth  year  of  king  WiUtam  the  ^,  in 
fte  eaid  charter  of  the  5th  of  September, 
in  the  10th  year  of  his  reign,  or  in  any 
other  lict  or  chatter,  ahenld  extend  to  do* 
termiae  the  corpomtion  of  the  petitionem  ; 
and,  by  the  laid  act,  certain  appropria- 
tions  were  made  of  all  the  profits  arising 
from  the  territorial  acqniaiAions  and  reve* 
sues  in  India,  and  also  finem  the  sale  of 
goods,  and  all  other  profits  of  the  peti- 
tioners in  Great  Britain,  daring  the  time 
of  the  excksive  trade  thereby  granted  to 
the  petitioners;  and  that  the  notice  re- 
quired by  the  last  mentioned  act  hath 
been  given  by  the  Speaker  of  the'Honse, 
for  determining  the  exclusive  trade  of  the 
petitioners  on  Uie  10th  day  of  April  l$14; 
and  that,  since  the  passing  the  said  last 
mentioned  apt,  a  further  acquisition  of 
territory  and  revMiue  in  India  has  been 
tfiade,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
petitioners;  and  the  petitioiiers  also  sh«w 
that  they  have  teken  all  the  ferts  and  ke- 
tones idkich  belonged  to  the  French, 
Dutch, -and  Banes  bi  Hindostan;  and  the 
petitioners  are  now  i»  possession  as  well  of 
the  territories  mentioned  in  the  said  last- 
mentioned  act  as  of  thoee  which  hove  been 
,aince  acquired,  and  the  British  domlmons 
in  India,  withont  .a  riva},  or  any  enemy, 
mownwittofn'yyylaqpi  peoporfciQnef 


the  peninsuhi,  besides  very  extensive  pro* 
vinces  in  the  north  of  Hindostan,  and  coo* 
Uin,  u  it  is  supposed,  above  fifty  millione 
of  inhabitantSi  and  have  been  acquired 
wholly  at  the  expeqce  and  risk  of  the  pe* 
titioners,  without  any  charge  whatever  %q 
the  British  exchequer,  for,  though  lan4 
forces  beloogiog  to  his  msyesty  bavo  bee« 
employed,  in  conjunction  with  the  fi»rcee 
raised  by  the  petitioners,  yet  the  wholn 
of  the  expence  of  such  forces  of  bis  ma« 
i^y>  whilst  they  have  been  ;employed  io 
soon  service,  as  well  i|s  for  their  passage 
out  yid  home,  and  in  recruiting,  has  bee^ 
defrayed  by  the  petitiooers;  beiides  which, 
for  a  considerable  length  ^  time,  the  peti* 
tioners  furnished  or  paid  for  victualling 
and  stores  for  the  nse  of  his  maiesty'a 
ships  of  war  in  the  East  Indies ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  beg  leave  humbly  to  re* 
present,  that  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  cooptries  winch 
hav^  come  under  the  care  of  the  peii* 
tioners  has  been  their  chief  object,  and 
they  have  reason  to  hope  and  beh'eve  thai 
the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
people  is  most  eminently  conspicuous; 
when  Hindostan  was  first  visited  by  Bri"> 
tish  traders,  and  long  after  the  foion  of 
the    two    companies    before-mentiQnedy 
when  the  opposition,  not  only  of  British 
subject  agamst  British  sotject,  bat  of 
European  against  European,  and  the  coi^ 
rupt  and  impolitic  attempto  which  wer^ 
oonstantly  made  by  one  party  to  raise  thn 
despotic  power  of  the  Indian  states  against 
other  parties^  had  in  some  measure  4:eased« 
the  character  of  the  native  governments^ 
as  well  as  of  the  native  individfials,  re- 
mained unchai^pBd,  the  ill  usage  which 
the^  had  received  from  individual  and  as- 
sociated Ettcopeans  roaming  about  without 
responsibility  or  controul,  raised  a  jealousy 
and   animosity  against  overy  stmuger 
withoot  diitinctioB^  and  the  iotecnal  state 
of  the  country,  where  justice  and  injusticn 
were  equally  articles  of  traffic  to   be 
bought  and  sold»  UA  the  jcights  of  persona 
and  propertjr  entirely  at  hanasd;  nnd 
that  the  petitioners  ibnnd  the  eonntry  di- 
vided into  iiany  •diffisr^nt  states,  all  fiiuda- 
tory  to  the  nmgnl,  who  was  oonsidnind 
the  sob  propiietor  of  the  whole;  thive 
states  were  again  divided  amoi^  aemi^ 
dars  and  chiefij^th  ether  designnticmi^ 
under  whom  there  vme  seb'ittfeudationiu 
down  to  the  ryots;,  who  were  the  antnal 
cultivators  of  the  soU«  and  nojmn  hni4 
any  land,  and  scsroely  «  or#p,  bpt  at  the 
wiUnf  analher of  iwpeiier fiawari  Uteit 
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Were  no  eflKsctttal  means  of  resort  for  the 
itipport  of  any  right,  or  the  avenging  any 
trrong,  and  the  will  of  the  strongest  was 
the  only  prttctical  rule  of  cohdoct  which 
ims  established ;  and  that,  under  the  ma-* 
fiagement  of  the  petitioners,  the  scene  has 
been  entirely  changed ;  by  fixing  certain 
permanent  and  intariable  rents,  ft  new 
lind  valuable  property  has  been,  as  it 
Were,  created  to  the  natives;  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  courts  of  justice,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  liberal  emoluments  to  those 
who  devote  their  lives  to  the  study  and 
Administration  of  laws  adapted  to  the 
Usages,  customs,  and  religions  of  the  inha- 
bitants, they  have  removed  temptations  to 
Corruption,  and  have  provided  the  means 
lor  the  inhtibitants  to  be  insured  in  the 
enjoyment  of  property  thus  created  for 
them ;  courts  of  criminal  judicature  have 
Also  been  universal  I7  erected,  which  have 
efifectuall^  provided  R)r  personal  liberty 
and  security;  and  by  Uie  alterations  whicn 
have  taken  place,  the  practical  means  of 
foreign  commerce,  of  traffic  from  port  to 
f>ort  and  intemaHy,  have  been  facilitated, 
.  rery  greatly  t6  its  increase ;  and,  that  it 
taiay  not  be  supposed  that  the  petitioners 
liave  assumed  merits  which  the^  are  not 
entitled  to,  they  beg  leave  to  re^r  to  the 
Fiflh  Report  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
Home  on  the  sdQ&irs  of  the  East  India 
company,  which  was  presented  to  the 
Rouse  on  the  !^th  day  of  July  last ;  and 
ttiat,  notwithstanding  roe  ameliorated  con- 
dition of  the  nalives  of  India  under  the  go- 
irerDment  of  the  petitioners,  to  which  they 
have  been  accustomed,  yet  the  tranquillity 
of  the  country  is  not  maintained  by  a 
physical  force*  but  chieflv  by  moral  in- 
fluence, and  in  a  great  degree  even  by 
prejudice ;  any  change  would  alarm  them, 
and  their  submission  to  British  authority 
would  be  greatly  endangered  by  an  nnre- 
iftrained  resort  of  Europeans  hi  search  of 
Wealth,  either  by  commerce  or  other 
tn^ans,  at  distances  from  the  principal 
teats  of  government,  or  in  such  numbers 
at  those  seats  as  to  be  beyond  the  controul 
of  the  governors,  and  by  the  resort  of 
persons  who  may  not  have  such  connec- 
tion with  (and  interest  to  uphold)  the  au- 
tihority  of  the  rulins  power,  as  will  insure 
the  utmost  care  in  Uieir  conduct,  not  only 
wa  to  irritate  but  positively  to  conciliate 
the  natives  with  whom  they  may  have 
dealings ;  and  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
represent,  that  their  military  establisho 
tnents,  airUllery,  and  marine,  have  been  of 
^tket  most  important  advantages  to  this 


nation,  in  as  much  as,  in  the  several  Eu- 
ropean wars  in  which  this  country  has 
been  engaged  since  the  peace  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  the  forces  of  the  (petitioners 
alone,'  or  in  conjunction  with  the  forces  of 
bis  majesty  at  the  ezpence  of  the  peti- 
tioners, have  taken  all  the  settlements  be"- 
longing  to  the  Europeans  on  th^  continent 
of  India  with  whom  this  nation  has  been 
at  war«  and  such  captures  have  formed 
part  of  the  price  of  national  peace,  with- 
out any  compensation  to  the  petitioners ; 
and  that,  upon  the  suggestion  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  the  petitioners  sent  a  ^ 
large  force  from  India  into  Egypt,  by  the 
Red  Sea,  to  co-operate  with  his  Majesty's- 
forces  against  the  Frenc)),  in  the  year 
1801 ;  and,  in  the  present  war,  by  expe- 
ditions equipped  from  India,  all  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  French,  Dutch,  and  Danes, 
in  the  East,  have  been  conquered ;  and 
though,  as  to  such  of  those  expeditions  the  > 
accounts  of  which  have  been  settled,  the 
petitioners  have  been  allowed  consider- 
able sums  on  the  part  of  the  public,  yet 
such  allowances  were  calculated  to  ireim- 
burse  only  a  part  of  the  vast  expenditure 
actually  advanced  by  them  for  those  great 
national  objects ;  and  that  the  petitionera 
humbly  hope  they  will  be  fotind  to  hav^ 
been  as  attentive  to,  and  as  successfol  in^ 
the  cultivation  of  the  trade  with  China  at 
they  have  been  with  respect  to  the  con« 
cems  in  India;  the  peculiarities  of  tha 
Chinese,  and  the  delicacy  attendant  upon 
any  intercourse  with  them,  must  be  too 
well  known  as  matter  of  history  to  every 
member  of  the  House,  to  require  any 
statement  of  it  in  this  Petition ;  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  inform  the  House,  that  it 
is  but  a  little  more  than  one  hundred 
years  since  any  trade  whatever  has 
been  carried  on  between  this  country  and 
China ;  and  that  at]  this  time  about  4^,000 
tons  of  shipping  are  employed  by  the  pe- 
titioners therein,  and  that  they  entertain 
in  China  for  the  purposes  of  that  trade  a 
regular  establishment  of  servants '  called 
supra  cargoes,  and  others  of  inferior  * 
ranks,  whose  business  it  is  to  keep  op  a 
connection  with  the  few  merchants,  or 
more  properly  mercantile  officers  of  the 
Chinese  government,  who  are  deputed  to  . 
manage  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  all  thb 
commercial  transactions  between  Grea't 
Britain  and  China;  by  this  means  the 
trade  has  been  cherished  and  preserved 
through  and  notwithstandhig  ma^y  perils 
arising  from  circumstances  apparently  tri- 
vial, and  the  fotal  consequences  of  which 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


671]    ROUSE  OF  COMMONS,  PtMmxf  Ae  Em  India  Omfimig  [€79 


coqM  only  bare  been  averted  by  the  moil 
delicate  conduct»  and  by  tbe  whole  com* 
mercial  concerns  of  the  &ritith  nation  be- 
ing confided  to  one  united  antbortty ;  and 
that  the  j^titionert  feel  il  incnnibent  upon 
ihem  to  submit  to  the  House  an  abstract 
of  their  financial  operations  since  the  ar* 
rangement  contained  in  the  aboTe  men* 
tioMd  act  of  the  SSrd  year  of  his  present 
Majesty  was  made ;   at  that  time  the  cm* 
pital  stock  of  the  petitioners  amounted  to 
4be  sum  of  5,000/)(X)^ ;  since  that  period, 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  capital  stock  has  been  encreased 
hy  the  sum  of  l,000«000il  contributed  by 
the  subscribers  at  the  rate  of  ^iOOL  p0t 
cent. ;  and  that  at  the  time  when  the  act 
of  the  33rd  of  his  Majesty  was  passed,  son- 
.dry  debu  incurred  in  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  the  British  possessions  in  India, 
bearing   interest,   were   then    due    and 
Awing  by  the  petitioners,  amountin|;  to 
7,000/)00t  sterliojgfOrthereabouU;  since 
that  period  the  said  debt  has  been  very 
much  increased  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
great  .part  of  such  increased  debt  was 
xaisifd  upon  loans,  by  tbe  terms  of  which 
tbe  creditors  were  entitled  to  the  option  of 
being  paid  off  in  India  or  by  bills  of  ez- 
>change  to  be  drawn  upon  London,  and 
upon  such  obligations  becoming  due,  the 
petitioners  bare  been  obliged  to  provide 
out  of  their  foods  and  credit  at  home,  the 
ipeans  of  paying  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
upop  them  since  the  year  1807,  to  the 
amount  of  10,902,92i/.  sterling,  in  dis- 
charge of  Indian  debt,  and  the  debt  oon- 
tractiwl  for  political  purposes,  now  remain- 
ing due  in  India,  according  to  the  latest 
advices  from  thence*  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  26,000,000/.  or  thereabouts,  over  and 
besides  the  sum  of  3,000,000/.  reduced  3 
per    cent,   annuities,    and   the   sum    of 
1,400,000/.  consolidated  3  per  cent,  an- 
nuities, on  which  the  sum  of  2,500,000/. 
sterling  fras  raised,  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
passe^  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  to 
enable  the  petitioners  to  pay  bills  of  ex- 
change, which  had  been  drawn  upon  them 
from  India,  in  part  discharge  of  the  Indian 
debt,  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  also 
jover  aqd  besides  the  sum  i>f  2,202,000/. 
or  thereabouts,  now  owing  by  the  peti* 
tinners  upon  bills  of  exchange  not  yet  due, 
but  payable  in  London,  and  which  have 
been  <frawn  in  India,  in  further  part  dis- 
i^barge  of  the  said  Indian  debt ;  and  that 
the  revenues  of  the  territorial  acquisitions 
in  India,  in  tbe  possession  of  tbe  peti* 
^ottfri^  in  the  year  1793  amounted  to  the 


annual  sum  of  8,000/XX)/.  or  thereaboute, 
and  bv  the  latest  account  and  estimates  re- 
ceived from  the  East  Indies,  the  revenues 
of  the  territorial  acquisitions  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  petitioners,  amounts  to 
the  annual  sam  of  16,000,000/.  or  there- 
abouts, but  tbe  civil  and  military  expencee 
of  the  government  have  proportionably 
inereased:  aii^  that  the  profits  .of  the 
trade  carried  on  by  the  petitioners  since 
the  year  1703,  to  the  latest  period  to  which 
the  accounts  can  be  correctly  estimated, 
have  amounted  to  tbe  sum  of  6,289,405/., 
ever  and  above  the  commercial  charges 
of  the  petitioners,  and  beyond  the  pay- 
ment ot  interest  on  their  bond  debt  in  Eng- 
land, and  besides  the  dividends  from  time 
to  time  paid  on  the  capital  stock  of  the 
petitionerS|  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  said  act,  passed. in  the  33rd  year  of  his 
present  Majesty ;  and  that  in  1793,  the 
bond  debt  in  England  of  the  petitioners 
amoonted  to  the  sum  of  3,200,000/.,  or 
thereabouts,  since  which,  by  an  act  paned 
in  the  vear  1797,  they  have  been  em- 
powered to  raise  money  by  increasing 
their  capital  stock,  by  the  amount  of 
2,000,000/.  but  they  have  not  availed 
themselves  of  that  resource,  but,  under  thi^ 
authority  ofseveralactsof  parliament,  they 
have  raised  money  upon  bond,  and  their 
bond  debt  in  Enfflana  now  amounts  to  tho 
suns  of  5,409,325?.,  but  the  petitioners  are 
entitled  by  law  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  7,000/)00/.  in  the  whole ;  and  that  the 
annual  interest  upon  the  present  amount 
of  the  Indian  debt  now  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  1,600,000/.,  or  thereabouti^  and  as 
by  the  terms  of  the  loans  on  which  such 
money  was  raised,  the  creditors  are  en- 
titled to  receive  their  interest  tnr  payment 
of  money  in  India,  or  by  bilU  ofexchange, 
to  be  drawn  and  made  payable  in  London, 
at  rates  favourable  to  the  holders,  and, 
judginff  from  the  amount  drawn  within  the 
last  half  year,  the  petitioners  estimate  that 
the  annual  sum  of  1 ,500,000/.  or  there- 
abouts, will  be  necessary  to  be  provided 
annually  in  London  for  the  payment  of 
such  interest,  besides  which,  although  the 
several  sums  of  money  payable  in  respect 
of  the  reduced  and  consolidated  annuities, 
(on  which  the  said  sum  of  2,500,000/.  was 
raised  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament)  for  interest  and 
sinking  fund  attendant  thereon,  amounting 
altogether  to  the  annual  sum  of  242,820/., 
are  expressly  charged  upon  the  revenues 
of  the  territorial  acquisitions  in  the  East 
Indies,  yet  the  petitioners  are  bound  by 
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Ui«  wd  ncti  al  all'  eventoy  to  ^y  racb 
8ani»  Q(BK»Q#y  intp  tbe  Btnk  of  6ngl9iMl» 
in  Qivin«r  in  tbo  ««id  actHiepiiontd  ;  and 
the  peiitiooers  will  ako  be  obliged  to  pi'o* 
vid9>  in  Ifoodon,  the  iattr^t  and  otbar 
charges  whicb  may  bo  attend )int  upon 
apy  fortber  loan  which  may  be  n^cessary^ 
in  coii«|5q«aDce  of  tbo  paid  further  sum  of 
2,202,000^,  part  of  the  lodian  debt,  lor 
which  bills  of  i^xchaAge*  drawn  apon  the 
petitioners^  arenow  ootstaDding ;  and.  it 
}s  estimated  that  political  charges  (iaclQd<> 
ihg  payments  to  be  qsade  to  the  creditors 
oTthe  late  nabobs  of  the  Carnatk)  conse* 
qoential  uffon  the  Indian  territory^  to  the 
annual  amount  of  9iO>000/.  ortbereabonts^ 
will  be  to  be  defirayed  in  England ;  and 
as,  Arom  the  best  estimates  which  can  be 
made,  there  appears  but  little  reason  to 
expect  (without  a  considerable  redaction 
of  the  military  expences  of  the  petitioners 
in  India)  that  there  should  be  any  suffi* 
cleats  surplus  revenue  to  be  remitted  for 
ttkose  purposes,  the  petitioners  apprehend 
that  the  panctual  discbarge  of  the  peco- 
niary  obligations  of  the  petitioners  in  ro** 
lation  thereto,  as  well  as  the  payment  of 
Ibe  interest  upon  their  bond  debt  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  dividenda  on  their  capital 
•tock,  will  depend  most  essentially  upon 
the  trade  to  be  carried  on  by  the  peti- 
liqpers ;  and  that,  in  pursuance  of  several 
acts  of  parliament  since  1807,  the  peti- 
tioners have  increased  their"  bond  debt  in  / 
England  by  the  sum  of  9,409,3251. ;  and 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  the  50th 
veai*  of  his  presentMajesty,  the  petitioners 
have  borrowed  exchequer  bills  of  the  pub- 
lic to  the  amount  of  1,500,000/. ;  and  by 
Tirtue  of  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session, 
as  hereinbefore  mentioned^  the  petitioners 
meed  on  loan^  by  vray  of  reduced 
and  CQBSolidated  annuities,  the  sum  of 
5^1500.000/. ;  and  all  soeh  s^imsnl  money, 
together  with  the  said  sum  of  6,2H9,40t/., 
wnicb  has  arisen  from  the  snrplns  profits 
of  the  trado  carried  on  by  the  petitioners, 
ne  herein-before  mentioned,  have  been 
absorbed  by  paj'ment  of  debts  and  ez- 
pNencos  incurred  m  respect  of  the  territo- 
rial acquisitions  in  India ;  and  that  in  the 
expedlttoos  on  the  part  of  the  British  na- 
tion against  the  European  enemies  of*  his 
Majesty,  and  by  advances  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's navy  and  other  public  services,' the 
petitioners  have  incurred  very  large  ex- 
pences, which  they  submit  they  are  en- 
titled to  he  reimbursed  by  the  public; 
and  the  petitioners  compute,  that  after 
allowing  such  sum  as  they  are  indebted 
(  VX)L.  XXIV. ) 


to  the  public  for  the  loan  of  exchequer 
bills,  to  the  amount  of  1^500,0004  as  here- 
in-before mentioned,  purmiant  to  an  act 
for  that  purpose,  passed  in  the  last  sesr 
sion  of  parliamentt,  and  after  allowing  such 
s<ims  as  the  petitioners  are  indebted  to  his 
Majesty  for  troops  in  India,  and  for  re* 
omiting,  the  sum  of  2,294<,42a/.,  at  the 
least,  will  be  foiind  due  to  the  petitioners; 
and  that  the  petitioners  have  now  exbir 
bited,  they  hope,  with  candour,  the  roal 
situation  of  their  affairs,  and  of  the  British 
trade,  and  relations  with  the  East  -Indies 
and  China;  the  petitioners  do  not  pre* 
some  to  o0er  an  opinion  whether  any 
other  arrangements  than  those  which  have 
taken  place  wonid  have  led  to'  resuka 
equally  or  more  advantageous  than  have 
arisen  tP  their  country,  but  they  appre- 
hend it  to  bo  quite  undeniable  tba^  this 
privi  leges  entrusud  to  the  petitioners  have 
produced  a  large  quantity  of  positive  be* 
nefit  to  the  British  empire,  and  they  sub* 
mit  that  any  material  change  in  the  In- 
dian system  would  be  matter  of  experir 
ment,  for  which  there  can  be  no  sufficient 
data  from  which  its  success  can  be  calp 
culated ;  and  ibat  the  petitioners  feel  it 
to  be  tbeir  duty  to  express  to  the  Honse 
their  sincere  opinion  that  the  public  in* 
terest  cannot  be  beUer  consulted  than  by 
continuing  the  petitioners,  as  the  solo 
organs  and  channel  both  for  the  trade  wit^ 
and  the  government  of  India,  upon  the 
principles  established  by  the  act  of  the 
5Sd  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  with  such 
variations  as  to  the  financial  appropria- 
tions, and  in  some  other  points  of  d  en- 
tail, as  present  circumstances  requtve,  and 
exper^nce  has  pointed  out;  the  peti- 
tionei'sask  not  for  an  exclusive  trade  upon 
the  narrow  principles  of  monopoly,  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  coflunercial  gain.; 
they  have  under  their  care  interests  of  n 
muoh  more  extended  and  liberal  nature, 
which  it  is  their  duty  to  attend  to ;  the 
petitioners  are  ready  to  become  parties  to 
any  arrangement  which  shall  be  consistent 
with  their  rights,  and  the  security  of  Bri- 
tish India,  and  which  wiH  not  deprive 
them  of  the  means  of  folfiUing  their  pecu- 
niary engagements  with  the  public  and 
individuals,  or  the  performance  of  the 
functions  which  may  be  continued  or  al- 
lotted to  them;  and  they  hope  they  vrill 
not  be  deemed  preeumptuons  in  humbly 
aabmitting  their  opinion,  considered  anid 
ve-considered,  that  the  opening  the  trade 
with  Cbioft  in  any  degree  would  endanger 
its  existence  altogether ;  and  that  the  pe- 
(2X) 
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titioners  have  at  no  time  contemplated 
any  alteration  eten  In  the  export  trade  to 
.  the  East  Indies  without  considerahlc 
doabt  and  hesitation;  bat  they  are  firmly 
of  opinion  that  the  unrestrained  liberty  of 
importation  from  that  country,  otherwise 
than  fhrouff^  the  medium  of  their  esta- 
blishments m  London,  would  produce  ef- 
fects which  every  well-wisher  to  his 
country  must  deprecate,  and  which  would 
put  to  extreme  hazard  any  pledge  on 
their  part  for  tbe  good  gofemment  of 
India,  or  the  performance  of  their  obliga- 
tions ;  the  petitioners  submit  that  they 
would  not  be  justified  4n  becotnhig  parties 
to  any  system  which,  6n  consideration, 
should  appear  to  them  likely  to  prove  an 
illusion ;  and  that,  as  the  petitioners  do 
not  venture  to  anticipate  what  may  be 
the  determination  of  the  House  upon  the 
question  hereby  submitted  to  its  decision, 
they  hope  that  they  will  be  excused  for 
humbly  stating  what,  in  the  event  of  the 
dissolution  of  the  present  system,  they 
conceive  would  be  found  to  be  the  rights 
of  the  petitioners,  as  well  as  their  fair  pre- 
tensions upon  tbe  justice  and  liberality  of 
parliament;  tbe  absolute  right  of  the  pe- 
titioners, for  their  own  use,  to  a  consi- 
derat>le  part  of  the  forts,  towns,  islands, 
territories,  and  rights  which  they  have 
iBcquired  abroad,  never  has  been  question- 
ed, and  they  believe  it  to  be  unquestion- 
al^le;  and,  notwithstanding  the  claim 
made  for  the  public  to  other  parts  of  the 
territorial  acquisitions  and  revenues  of 
the  petitioners,  they  entertain  a  strong 
bope  that  the  property,  as  well  in  those 
parts  which  were  acquired  by  conquest 
under  the  powers  of  peace  and  war  law- 
fully exercised  by  them,  as  in  those  parts 
which  were  otherwise  acquired,  would  be 
found  to  belong  to  the  petitioners,  in  the 
■same  way  as  any  other  property  within 
his  Majesty's  dominions  belongs  to  the 
owners  thereof,  subject  to  the  sove- 
reignty and  allegiance ,  due  to  his 
Majesty ;  but  even  supposing  it  should 
be  determined  Contrary  to  the  sense 
and  expectations  of  the  petitioners,  touch- 
ing their  rights,  th^t  Uiose  places  were 
not  the  property  of  the  petitioners,  th^y 
submit,  that  in  that  case,  if  the  pos- 
session were  t^' be  assumed  on  the  part  of 
the  public,  they  would  have  a  just  right  to 
reimbursement  of  the  expences  which 
they  have  incurred  in  acquiring  and 
maintaining  them,  and  in  making  the 
fortifications,  and  civil  and  military 
buildings  and  woHcs,  which   they  have 


erected  and  improved  upon  them,  with  a 
compensation  for  the  services  and  rtsl^  of 
tbe  petitioners  during  the  long  time  which 
they  have  had  the  possession  and  govern- 
ment of  such  territories,  under  the  con- 
firmation of  parliament,  and  all  other 
charges  incurred  by  them  relative  to  such 
territories;  these  expences  and  charges 
amount  to  many  millions  of  money ;  the 
petitioners  also  submit,  that  they  have  a 
just  claim  to  be  reimbursed  all  the  sums 
they  have  paid  in  discharge  of  debts  con* 
tracted  on  account  of  the  territories,  and 
to  be  indemnified  against  all  other  debts 
in  respect  of  them,  and  which  now  remain 
undischarged  ;  and  that  the  petitioners  do 
not  question,  as  an  abstract  principle,  the 
right  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjecu  to 
trade  with  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  do- 
minions; but  they  humbly  submit,  that  it 
cannot  be  contended  that  any  persons 
can  have  a  right,  except  with  the  consent 
of  the  petitioners,  to  use  tbe  settlements, 
factories,  and  seats  of  trade,  or  to  avail 
themselves  of  tbe  means  and  facilities, 
moral  and  physical,  which  the  petitioners 
at  a  great  expence  and  risk,  have  created 
or  acquired,  and  now  at  great  current 
charge  maintain,  for  the  purposes  of  com* 
merce  and  civil  intercourse ;  and  that,  on 
account  of  the  complicated  nature  and 
variety  of  the  matteri^  necessary  to  cbe 
considered  and  prepared  in  relation  to  the 
subject  of  this  Petition,  the  petitioners 
were  unable  to  prepare  a  Petition  sub- 
mitting their  case  relative  thereto  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House;  until  the  time 
limited  for  presenting  Petitions  for  private 
Bills  was  expired ;  and  praying  that 
leave  may  be  given  to  presept  a  Petition, 
praying  that  the  House  will  take  the  pre- 
mises into  its  consideration,  and  make 
such  provision,  as  in  its  wisdom  it  riiatl 
see  fit,  for  continuing  the  gdvemment  of 
the  territorial  acquisitions  in  the  East 
Indies  in  the  petitioners,  and  for  settling 
the  trade  to  the  East  Indies  and  China, 
and  other  places,  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  the  Streighu  of  Magellan,  ac« 
cording  to  the  present  system;  or  that 
the  petitioners  mdy  have  such  relief,  in 
the  premises,  as  their  case  may  require." 
Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee. . 

*  PbtitioIi  from  the  East  IfiDiA  Com- 
pany  RESPECTING   THEIR    AcCOUNt    WITH 

THE  PuBLic.J  A  Petition  of  tbe  united 
company  of  merchanuof  England  trading 
to  the  East  Indies,  was  brought  op  and 
road;  setting fortb^ 
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C77]  .         re^KCtmg  their  Aecomi  with  dk  Public. 

"  Tbat  the  loans  of  yery  ]wr^  sams  of 
BAeney  hate  heretofore  been  raised  in  In- 
dia on  th^  credit  of  the  petitioners^  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions there,  by  the  terms  of  which  loans 
the  creditors  were  entitled  to  the  option 
of  being  paid  off  in  India,  or  by  bills  of 
exchange  to  be  drawn  upon  London,  and 
upon  and  in  consequence  of  such  obliga- 
tions becoming  due,  bills  to  the  amount 
of  1S,104',924S.  have  b^en  drawn,  since 
the  year  1807,  upon  the  petitioners, 
payable  ia  London;  and  the  sum  of 
10,902,924i.,  part  of  the  said  sum  of 
13,104,924/.  has 'been  discharged  by  the 
petitioners ;  and  2,202,000/.  residue  there- 
of, now  remains  outstanding;  and  the 
larger  part  of  the  bills  drawn  for  the  same 
will  become  due  previous  to  the  month  of 
Slarch  1814 ;  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  petitioners  to  pay  the  said 
bills  of  exchange  which  they  have  so  dis- 
charged, to  the  amount  of  10^02,924t 
they  borrowe4  exchequer  bills  of  the  pub- 
lic to  the  amount  of  1,500,000/.  in  pur- 
■oa«ce  of  an  act  of  50  Geo.  5,  for  grant- 
ing to  his  Majesty  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
raised  by  exchequer  bills,  and  to  be  ad- 
Tanced  and  applied  in  the  manner  and 
upon  the  terms  therein  mentioned,  for  the 
relief  of  the  united  company  of  merchants 
of  Englalod  trading  to  the  East  Indies; 
and  the  petitioners  also  raised  a  sum  of 
2,500,000/.  upon  reduced  3/.  per  centum 
annuities,  and  consolidated  3/.  per  centum 
annuities,. respectively  transferrable  istthe 
Bank  of  England,  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
of  52  Geo.  3,  for  advancing  2,5do,000/. 
to  the  East  India  Company,  to  enable 
|hem  to  discharge  part  of  the  Indian  debt; 
and  that,  by  another  «ct  of  52  Geo.  3,  to 
amend  an  act  of  50  Geo.  3,  for  granting  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  raised  by  exchequer 
bills  to  be  advanced  and  applied  in  the 
manner  and  upon  the  terms  therein  jnen- 
tioned,  for  the  relief  of  the  united  com- 
pany of  merchants  of  England  trading  to 
the  East  Indies,  it  is  enacted,  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  commiuioners  of  his 
Majesty's  treasury,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  to  carry  to  the  credit  of  the  peti-- 
tioners,  in  repayment  of  the  sums  ad- 
Tanced  under  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act  of  50  Geo.  3,  any  sum  or  sums  of 
aaoney  which  should  have  been  advanced 
or  disbursed  by  the  petitioners,  in  the 
East  Indies,  for  his  Majesty's  navy,  or  any 
public  services  ;  and  tbat  the  petitioners 
compute,  that  after  allowing,  in  account, 
SQch  sum  as  the  petitioners  are  indebted 
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to  his  Mijesty  for  the  loan  of  the  said  ex- 
chequer bills,  that  the  sum  of  2,294,426/. 
at  the  least  is  now  due.  to  the  petitioners, 
in  respect  of  money  which  has  been  ad- 
vanced or  disbursed  by  the  petitioners,  in 
the  East  Indies,  for  his  Miyesty's  navy 
and  other  public  services;  and  that  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  37  Geo.  3,  to  enable  the 
East  India  Company  to  raise  money  by. 
further  increasing  their  capital  stock, 
and  to  extend  the  provisions  now 
existing  respecting  the  present  stock  of 
the  Company  to  the  said  increased  stock, 
the  petitioners  are  now  authorised  to  raise 
money  by  increasing  their  capital  stock 
by  the  sum  of  2,000,000/. ;  but  the  peti* 
tioners  have  not  raised  any  inoney  in  ex-» 
ercise  of  the  powers  contained  in  the  said 
act ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are  now  au« 
thoriaed  by  law  to  raise  money  in  Eng^ 
land,  upon  bonds,  to  the  amount  of 
7,000,000/. ;  and  they  have  now  issued 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  5,409,325/.  and 
are  at  liberty  to  issue  further  bonds  to  the 
further  amount  of  1,590,675/.  and  by  an 
act  of  51  Geo.  3,  to  enable  the  East  India 
Company  to  raise  a  further  soni  of  money 
upon  bond,  instead  of  increasing  their 
capital  stock,  and  to  alter  and  amend  an 
act  of  47  Geo.  3,  relative  thereto,  it  is . 
provided,  that  when  the  petitioners  shall 
have  raised,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
said  act  of  37  Geo.  3,  and  of  the  said  act 
of  47  Geo.  3,  and  of  that  act,  such  sums 
of  money  as  together  should  amount  to  the 
sum  of  4,000,000/.  sterling;  from  thence* 
forth  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  peti- 
tioners to  raise  any  further  sum  of  money 
upon  bond ;  and  all  money,  which  from 
thenceforth  should  be  raised  by  increase 
of  capital  stock,  under  and  by  virtue  o( 
the  said  first  mentioned  act,  should 
be  applied  in  discbarge  of  the  said 
bond  debt,  until  the  said  bond  debt 
created  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  47. 
Geo.  3,  or  of  tbat  act,  together  with  the 
money  to  be  raised  by  mcrease  of  ca- 
pital as  aforesaid,  should  be  reduced  to 
the  sum  of  4,000,000/.  sterling ;  and  that» 
upon  an  estimate  of  the  probable  receipts 
and  payments  of  the  petitioners  in  Eng- 
land, including  amongst  the  receipts  the 
said  sum  of  2,294,426/.  so  due  from  the 
public  to  the  petitioners,^as  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  it  appears  that  it  will  be  advan- 
tageous and  necessary,  to  the  concerns  of 
the  petitioners,  tbat  they  should  be  au- 
thorized to  raifee  the  sum  of  2,500)000/.  on 
loan,  in  a  different  manner  from  that  in 
which  they  may  now  raise  money^  for  th^ 
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put  pose  of  enabling  thtm  to  d^harge  th^ 
said  bills  ot  exchange,  to  the  amoom  of 
2,202,000/.  drawn  in^  tiqiiidatnofi  of  the 
Indian  debt,  to  firoTide  for  their  other 
«arrent  paymenfi,  and  to  enable  the  peti* 
fionersi  as  dronmslances  may  render  it 
advisable,  to  redace  the  anioiint  of  their 
bond  debt,  without  increiaiag  their  capital 
^ock ;  and  that,  on  aoeoont  of  the  intri- 
cacy  of  the  matters  necessary  to  be  con- 
eidered,  and  the  want  ef  adricei  froaa 
India  relatfre  to  pecumary  concerns  of 
the  petitioners,  they  were  mtable  to  make 
,ovi  the  estinraies  of  the  snm  d«e  by  the 
l^ublic  to  the  petitioners,  or  of  the  sitdi 
wbfch  It  is  requisite  for  them  to  be  enabled 
lo  raise,  ontit  the  time  lianHed  for  preseHl- 
log  petitione  for  private  bills  was  expired ; 
and  the  petftiboers  therefore  most  hambly 
pray  that  leafe  may  be  given  to  present 
a  Petition,  praying  that  the  Hoase  will 
lie  please<l  to  direct  the  payment  of  th^ 
said  sum  6f  d,29M26^  io  doe  by  the 
poblie  to  the  petitioners,  as  berein^befbre 
u  mentioned,  and  to  grant  to  the  petitioners 
sach  relief,  in  the  premises,  tB  to  the 
Hoose  shall  seem  meet.'' 

Ordered  to  be  refei^ed  to.  a  Coumfttee. 

Wai^  with  ^BffiBfCA.]  Mr.  Crdker  rose 
Id  correct  a  mistake,  into  which  he  had 
fallen  in  the  conrse  of  the  debate  on 
Thursday  night  He  was  perfectly  right 
in  all  the  facts  he  had  stated,  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  the  American  cenealar 
agent  who  issued  certificates ;  but  Mr, 
Lyman  wa^  not  the  person  (as  he  had 
then  asserted]  who  was  guilty  of  tbe  prac- 
tice to  which  he  referred.  Hie  name, 
however,  was  very  similar,  but  he  ahould 
decline  mentioning  it.  In  speakine  also 
of  the  naval  officer  who  had  contributed 
by  his  skill  and  gallantry,  to  thepreserva- 
tton  of  our  borne  ward- bound  West  India 
fleet,  he  should  have  stated,  that  ft  was 
captain  Broke,  of  the  Sbamon  frigate. 

Mr.  Whkbread  felt  brmseff  extremely 
happy  at  (he  self  correction  of  the  boh. 
gentleman,  and  he  was  sure  that  it  would 
prove  a  great  source  of  sattsflaction  to  the 
friends  of  the  late  general  Lyman,  than 
vrfaom  a  nMre  correct  or  honourable  man 
did  not  exist. 

Mr.  Croker  entirely  panicipated  in  the 
satisfiBction  expressedby  the  non.  getit« 

VicE-CnANCELLOR's  BiLt.T  Lord  Css- 
tlereagh  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
taking  into  farther  copsideration  the  repoit 
on  tbeTice-Chanqsllor'0  Bttt. 


riaCkmedtor'iBm.  [SSO 

Mr.^it  6^)rtfM,  onthe  order  ef  the  day 
being  moved  for  the  farther  ceiisideraikfli 
of  the  Reported  this  Bill,  observed,  tMi 
the  Bill  hud  now  received  the  finisbiof 
band  of  the  noble  hird;  butheecMMnot 
see  that anvimptovemem, or eny ftiateriAl 
alteration,  had  been  made  He  had  ob- 
served that  the  noble  lord  bed  uken  greftt 
pains  in  the  construcfion  of  the  Bill  to 
avoid  the  Words  Assistant  Judge,  tlioi»gb 
this,  in  fact^  was  the  very  thing  intendeds 
One  of  tbe  Amendmenu,  he  observed,  WM  • 
resortiuR  to  the  suitors'  fhnd  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  half  of  the  new  salary,  rls^, 
were  there  no  other  objection  to  the  Bil]^ 
he  should  consider  this  idone  as  m  very 
material  <Aie.  The  sudors'  food  wai 
private  "propevty,  imd,  as  such,  ftbat  rights 
he  asked,  bad  they  so  to  dispose  of  it  ? 
He  knew  that  various  sums  bad  been  ttdieii 
from  it  before,  but  that  was  no  jastificMlon 
of  the  practice.  They  were  not  to  lbHo# 
a  multitude  to  d^  evil.  By  the  Charts 
cellor's  puyifis;  the  one  half  of  the  satorr, 
the  principle  had  been  given  up  lb«t  M 
ought  to  pay  tbe  whole.  He  therdbvo 
contended  for  this  prrficiphs  to  its  fdl  nsh 
tent.  The  hon.  ihember  thdn  advened 
to  the  last  clause  of  the  amofided  Bill,  pro* 
viding^  f^r  the  Lord  CbAnceDor's  tiking 
k\l  the  fees.  On  the  subject  of  fces  he 
had  bis  doubts  respecting  tfaeir  propiiety, 
and  was  glad  to  dtiderstand  thi^t  it  wis  HM 
intention  of  an  hon.  momber  t^  tttovo^ 
that  the  Lord  Cbapctfllor  shotHd  mti^f^ 
no  fttB,  but  iMve  a  fixed  salary.  On  the 
whole,  it  was  his  opinion  that  tiler  BiH 
oticfat  to  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Tofhr  felt  it  His  daty,  m 
chaimfan  of  the  eommittoe  thtft  had  boait 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  emOltMndMi 
of  the  ofBce  of  Lord  Chancellor,  to  stitft 
that  these  emoluments  had  been  nraeft 
exaggerated  by  general  and  vulgar  raport. 
Upon  an  average,  fbr  aomo  yekia  pMf, 
they  had  not  been  ntoretban  Id,  19,  or 
20,000/.  a  year,  instead  of  30  or  W,OOM 
as  had  been  represetitod.  The  fb^,  on 
account  of  bankruptcies^  amount  i»  about 
^,000/. ;  the  emotoMenfs,  as  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Lords;  to  7,O0M.  midrittg  ha 
all,  with  the  salary  paid  frott  tftre  BX0h0*» 
qoer,  about  ^,000^.  a  yoar.  The  emolttw 
ments  f>om  bankroptcie*  alone  bAd,  Oh  tha 
contrary,  beenstated  to  amount  to  l7(C00f. 
a  year,  but  such  reports  were  without 
fbimdstion.  It  M^  been  the  wish  of  the 
committee,  tbtt  a  fixed  safetry  should  ba 
ffivcn  to  the  Lord  Chanceflw,  instead  of 
Siese  cainal  f(^,  attd  h»  jmtlce  t0iieil#- 
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bl«  and  teamed  lord  now  in  ibat  Mgh 
<9fioe,  b«  tdoiiglil  H  Ii«ce8iary  to  tUte^ 
%l»ai^  oil  thh  being  commaniceUKl  to  biin^ 
he  approved  ofsocb  ea  arrengeoMiit^  and 
ecquieeced  in  the  eterege  of  ibe  last  fire 
yenf$  betng  taken  as  the  standard^ 
amoottting  to  abooi  16  or  n,00OL  a  year^ 
He  tbooghi  it  only  doing  fair  juttioe  to 
Ibe  noble  (erd  to  state^  that  on  this  occa- 
ekm  tbey  iftund  bim  as  tiberaras  any 
fn^fidple  of  ftiimefs  or  equity  coold  re^ 
qaire.  He  wa«  still  partial  to  tbe  project 
be  bad  formerly  soggested,  of  separsiting 
tbe  bankrupt  caeies  from  tbe  jtrisdiction 
ef  the  Lord  Chancellor.  There  could  be 
nothing  tmconsthntional  in  sech  amea* 
0dre»  as  theie  had  been  attached  to  tbe 
tf§tet  by  siatutei  and  not  originally  con* 
rteoted  with  the  Lord  Chancellor's  doties. 
Aifother  jedge  aarl^t  be  appointed  for 
bMkroplcies^  «^bo,  at  the  saaae  time, 
might  be  of  great  essitfiance  to  the  Cock* 
|»it«  He  adtoitted  of  the  iMpossibtlity 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  being  exiled  on 
lo  do  other  defies  than  those  of  his  own 
oflSce,  and  with  regard  to  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Bxcbe^r,  he  had  bosiness 
enoQgh  alreedy  in  his  own  coort. 
^  mr  F.  Flood  was  glad  to  fiod  that  the 
country,  already  so  much  burdened,  was 
iMt  to  be  charged  with  an  additional 
Salary.  The  Chanceller,  H  seemed,  tres  to 
psry  tbe  Ofife  half  of  the  salary,  which  wais 
«  proof  that  be  was  satisfied  thai  be  cdurld 
iMt  do  all  the  dirties.  The  Btll,  id  Hs 
ilrrst  stage,  he  thonght  rather  a  i^lotettly 
performence,  and  unlike  the  nsotl  produe- 
ttons  of  the  noble  lord.  Ne  approved  of 
the  attteodments  that  had  been  introdeeed, 
end  therefore,  althoogb  be  hdd  formerly 
Yoted  against  the  Bin>  wa^  now  ready  to 
gi^  it  his  assent  afid  support.  It  was 
eftidenC  there  was  a  great  fncresrse  of  bo- 
einess  in  the  Conn  of  Cbamcery,  end  nei- 
ther (he  Lerd  Chancellor  nor  tbe  Master 
of  the  Rolls  Wohid  be  eiTpecCed  to  dio  foA- 
rscles.  An  immediate  remedy  was  nt* 
eeMary,  atnd  smy  delay  woold  be  doitfg 
fn}tM6ice  to  the  publie. 

Bf  €.  Bnrretl  remarked,  thit  the  precfe* 
dency  of  the  Vice-CbeAcelfor  w^  net 
ipffopertioned  (o  hhi  setary,  as  it  was  pro- 

Ksed   th^   he   shoeld    rank    after  the 
ester  of  the  Roils,  thotrglr  hit  selatry  irde 
eoperior  to  that  of  this  last  oftcer. 

Mr.  Aierctamby  suggested  that,  ti  H  wto 
ttot  intended  thatt  the  Vice-Chaneelfor 
shocrid  inrre  a  seat  in  the  Hootfe  of  Com^ 
roOns,  the  stlf^st  eotfrlMftoptfrsrde,  Wotffd  be 
teiitsere  a  eiaiAe  m  the  Rtf  to  tfa»t  purpose. 


Fkk.  a^,  iei5* 
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The  statute  of  Anne,  and  that  of  George  2, 
might  be  aepl^oeed  at  first  sight  to  saffice* 
But  in  this  last  itatote  it  was  specified^ 
that  the  disability  sbooki  not  be  extended 
to  offices  held  for  life  or  during  good  be« 
hfltioor.  In  the  statdte  by  which  the 
cemmisaionera  of  aoconnts  were  appointed 
they  were  exclndod  from  sluing  in  thai 
House  by  a  special  clime,  and  as  the  io« 
tentien  of  the  legislature  was  at  present 
nndoobtod,  be  suppoMd  there  cookl  be  no 
ohjeotioni  in  order  to  obriate  fiitnre 
doebts,  to  insert  the  elaese  he  proposed. 

Mr.  Hou  saidi  that  there  eoold  be  no 
objection  to  what  the  bon.  and  learned 
member  proposed,  had  not  the  act  of 
Arine  been  amply  sefBclent.  The  words 
wefOi  that.no  one  hoHing  any  newly 
crented  office  of  emelomeflt^  shevid  be 
held  quiklified  to  ait  in  the  Honse  of  Getb'^ 
mons. 

Mr.  Carmiftg  profeMed  not  lo  bare  dii* 
covered  any  of  tfaOM  amendmento  in  the 
Bill  that  woold  indeoe  him  now  to  tote 
for  it,  having  vot^  egainil  it  on  iht 
second  reading.  It  appeered  to  hkn  lo 
have  come  oit  of  the  Commfitiee  with  all 
the  ob^etioflft  thet  It  bed  m  firsi  presented ; 
but  he  should  reserve  himself  for  an  op* 
portoniey  of  farther  discosftiiErg  the  prin« 
ciple  of  tbe  Bill  on  the  third  readfffjf. 
With  respect  fo  beakrnptciei,  he  con* 
ceived  what  had  been  soggested  by  ^^ 
hon.  end  learned  gentleman  to  be  it  im* 
proremem,  and  if  any  such  amendsMnt 
waeflieved  en  the  third  reeding^  he  sbonM 
give  if  bii  snppoH/  He  sbonkl  «ot  iMt^ 
however,  eoen  in  anMndment  himself  . 
but  shooki  it  not  be  fUoved,  h«  thoogbt 
tbe  Bill  ooght  t#  be  rejected.  As  tbe 
evileompki&ied  of  wits  of  a  temporftry  m- 
tore^  the  remedy  else^  h^  eohtmeM, 
oogbt  to  be  temportnry,  end  the  Bfl, 
thereto,  Hmited  t,o  a  Hfti^lm  derethm. 

Mr.  Hf.  A.  7tffJbr  dtseMned  hminn 
ttny  ifffemion  of  moving  the  amendment 
elleded  to,  bat  theoght  ii  #doM>  be  do* 
^irsMe,  if  there  tree  eny  dtep««ifion  M 
the  pan  ef  tbe  firemers  of  the  BtK  to 
Meet  it. 

Mr.  LofUJi^art,  referring  to  e  elnnso  lb 
the  IHII  Where  It  fVM  MMetftlMt  tbe  Yiee- 
Chafieellor  shoold  determine  *ll  oioMe  na 
the  Lord  Chancel^  <pe  Lord  Keeper 
shOtfM  dhfeet,  thonghe  H  of  the'grofMeet 
importance  that  thie  pmt  f^  theBitI  tbo«M 
be  more  <kiined  tft  betMr  oivderste«4. 
R  was  neeessert  to  know  how  this  antlM^ 
rMy  ivw  ta  be  given,  M  Atfch  of  (he  iMdei 
property  of  Ibe  f^mg^m  tt^  M  Md 
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on  such  decisions  as  the  Vice-chancellor 
might  give.  He  wished  to  know  the  ex- 
tent and  sort  of  jurisdiction  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper  were  to  exer* 
cise. 

The  SoUeitop-  General  said*  that  the 
mode  of  determining  what  causes  were  to 
be  heard  by  the  Vice-Chancellor  woald 
be  by  orders  issued,  from  time  to  time, 
by  the  Chancellor,  Keeper,  or  the  com- 
missioners holding  the  great  seal.  As  to 
the  indecency  which  watt  said  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  subordinate  condition  in 
which  the  Vice-Chancellor  would  be 
placed  with  respect  to  the  Chancellor, 
when  it  was  said  be  might  be  interrupted 
by  the  Chancellor's  bell,  what  was  the 
case  at  present  when  a  judge  and  two 
Masters  in  Chancery  sat  for  the  Lord 
Chancelldr?  They  pi:iooeeded  to  hear 
aocb  causes  as  might  be  dispatched  within 
the  time  during  which  it  was  probable 
Ihey  would  sit.  This  would  be  the  case 
with  the  Vice-chancellor.  The  Chan- 
cellor would  discoTer  what  was  the  most 
convenient  manner  of  conducting  the  bu- 
rinesa,  and  signify  it  to  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor; and  from  the  harmonious  manner 
in  which  business  was  .conducted  in 
•Chancery,  no  e?il  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  this  mode  of  proceeding.  He  had 
ne?er  pledged  himself  to  propose  any 
amendments  in  the  Committee,  but  he  had 
aaid  that  any  objections  against  the  Bill 
might  be  remedied  there.  As  something 
must  be  done  to  remedy  the  existing  efil, 
what  had  been  proposed  instead  of  this 
Bill  i  To  take  a  judge,  of  whose  integrity 
and  talents  enough  could  not  be  said  in 
praise,  aftd  load  him  wHh  all  this  additional 
business ;  and  this,  though  that  honour- 
able person  had  stated  to  his  constituents 
that  the  pressure  of.  his  ordinary  business 
was  such  as  to  compel  him  to  abandon  the 
pleasing  duties  of.  representing  his  native 
coimt]^  in  that  House.  A  certain  number 
of  jundical  days  were  marked  out  with 
matliematical  accuracy,  «nd  w'ere  to  be 
imposed  on  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  al- 
though that  officer  had  been  begged,  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  profession  attending 
his  court,  to  desist  from  even  his  ordinary 
sittings,  lest  his  valuable  life  might  be  en- 
dangered. The  question  was  not  of  wil- 
lingness or  unwillingness,  but  of  personal 
capacity  io  perform  such  additiomd  duty. 
But  it  was  said  the  duties  would  uot 
be  imposed  without  additional  emolu- 
ment. Was  it  a  compliment  to  this  judge 
who  had  declined  the  most  grateful  duties. 
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to  say  to  biro,  that  he  must  now  come 
forward  and  play  the  part  of  Scrub  <Nr 
Mungo.  An  hon.  and  learned  gentlemao, 
whom  the  House  would  jaot  haTe  forgot  to 
hare  been  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  enquire  into  the  Chancery  delays  (even 
had  htf  not  himself  informed  them  of  it,) 
had  looked  on  this  scheme  as  visionary, 
though  be  disliked  the  present  Pill.  The 
judges  in  Westminster- {Jail  were  so  bur- 
thened  with  business,  that  no  assistance 
could  be  expected  from  them.  As  to 
sending  the  Chief  Baron  of  ihe  Exchequer 
to  the  Cbckpit,  no  court,  it  was  well 
known,  could  exist  without -its  head — not 
even  a  bench  of  justices,  as  any  gentle- 
man  opposite,  who  happened  to  be  chair- 
man of  one,  might  know.  The  courta  of 
Westminster  consisted  constitutionally  of 
four  judges,  and  it  would  be  a  discovery 
of  that  night  if  it  was  found  that  tbey 
could  go  on  with  three. 

Mr.  Tmflor  explained.  He  had  not 
laid  zxkj  stress  on  his  having  been  obair- 
man  of  the  committee,  but  had  merely 
mentioned  it  incidentally. 

The  Solicitor  General  explained,  ttiat  he 
had  only  mentioned  that  the  hofi.  gentle- 
man was  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
his  honour. 

Mr.  Whiibread  said,  that  during  his 
whole  parliamentary  life  he  had  never 
witnessed  such  an  instance  of  rapid  growth 
as  they  had  seen  that  night.  The  infant 
of  that  day  week  bad  become  a  giant* 
The  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General, 
who  but  a  week  ago  was  so  diffident  that 
he  could  scarcely  venture  to  obtrude  him- 
self on  the  House ;  who  professed  himself 
to  hare  no  practical  knowledge  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  had,  after  having 
pledged  his  reputation  that  the  expedient 
before  them  would  be  successful,  came 
forward  that  night,  and  after  speaking 
with  iiiU  confidence  to  a  point  of  practice 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  proceeded  te  a 
speech  full  of  sarcastic  allusions.  The  al- 
lusion to  the  hon.  and  learned  chairman 
of  the  committee,  they  mu|t  understand 
as  being  devoid  of  sarcasm,  notwithstand- 
ing the  tone  and  manner  in  which  they 
were  delivered.  He  had  as  much  respect 
as  an^  one  for  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  but 
ttotwithstandins  all  the  lamentation  which 
they  had  heard  for  the  absence  of  that 
learned  jud^e,  which /lamentation,  no 
doubt,  would  be  renewed  to  the  full,  in 
the  case  of  any  one  appointed  to  the 
ofllce  of  Vice-Chancellor,  he  (Mr.  W.) 
thought  it  expedient,  that  not  only  the 
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Master  of  the  Rollg,  but  the  Mi&tert  in 
Chancery,  and  the  Welch  Judges,  should 
be  excluded  from  the  House,  although  no 
doubt  sic  W.  Grant  had  made  a  great  dis- 
play of  talent  in  that  House,  and  even 
risen  to  his  high  office  by  that  means. 
(No!  from  the  ministerial  side.]  This 
vtzs  the  first  time  hehad  heard  the  (act 
disclaimed. — The  question  should  not  be 
considered  personally  as  it  respected  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  but  the  officer  in  ge-^ 
neral.  The  only  imputation  he  had  heard 
on  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  was  that 
brought  forward  by  an  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen),  on  a  former 
night;  who  had  stated  that  that  judge 
would  not  sit  at  the  Cockpit,  from  a  poTi- 
tical  pique  against  the  administration,  and 
this  formed  an  additional  reason  that  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  should  not  have  a  seat 
in  parliament,  where  he  was  exposed 
to  political  partialities.  The  Master  of 
the  Rolls  would  not  permfinently  have 
this  additional  business,  as  much  of  the 
pressure  arose  from  the  circumstance,  that 
the  Chancellor,  through  an  anxious  desire 
to  do  strict  justice,  did  little  or  nothing.. 
As  other  opportunities  would  offer  for  de- 
livering his  sentiments  upon  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  he  should  only  say  one  word 
as  to  the  harmony  always  supposed  by 
•the  Solicitor  General  to  exist  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  There  were  instances,  such 
as  in  the  case  of  lord  Thurlow,  and  lord 
Alvapley,  where  the  Chancellor  conceived 
the  greatest  contempt  for  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  iStid  would  never  suiFer  that 
judge  to  sit  for  him.  If  such  a  prejudiced 
Chancellor  existed  hereafter,  a  Yice- 
Chancellor,  though  endowed  with  all  the 
learning  and  all  the  talents,  forensic  and 
parliamentary,  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General,  might  be  reduced  to  a 
tinecurist.  He  might  strut  about  with 
his  train-bearer  and  his  secretary— great 
at  a  levee  or  any  where  el»e— but  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  worse  than  nothing. 

Lord  Castkreagh  thought,  that  nothing 
in  his  hon.  ^nf)  learned  friend's  speech 
justified  the  attack  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  made  on  him.  The  characteristic 
of  what  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
said  on  a  former  night,  and  what  he  had 
that  night  repeated,  was,  that  it  had  all 
the  weight  or  argument,  and  was  stated 
in  a  perfectly  inoffensive  manner.  His 
hon.  and  learned  friend  could  not  be  ac- 
cused of  arrogance,  seeing  that  he  had 
been  challenged  as  a  lawyer  to  come  for- 
ward, and  had  done  so  accordingly.«*In 


answer  to  an  objection  which  had  been 
been  urged  with  respect  to  the  possible 
abuse  of  the  authority  to  be  given  by  this 
Bill,  he  would  observe  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  might  now,  as  the  law  at  pre* 
sent  existed,  come  into  court,  and  take  any 
cause  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  even  after  it  had  commenced.  This 
consequence,  improbable  and  unheard  of 
as  it  was,  might  be  expected  to  happen  if 
we  were  to  argue  from  the  abuse  of  the 
law  and  not  the  use  of  it.  The  different 
plans  which  had  been  proposed  to  be  sub* 
ftitnted  for  the  present  Bill  were  a  sort  of 
cmure»profets  which  operated  the  one  as  a 
complete,  negative  upon  the  other.  One 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  had  that  night 
distinctly  stated  his  conviction  Uiat  the 
erecting  the  bankruptcies  into  a  separate 
department  would  create  much  difficnlty 
and  confusion.  He  .himself  thought  that 
the  same  intern^ption  and  confusion  would 
necessarily  follow  ^rom  overloading  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  with  all  the  arrears  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  separating 
him  from  a  court  where  he  had  so  long 
presided  with  honour  to  himself  and  satis- 
faction to  this. as  well  as  to  foreign  coun- 
tries. He  totally  disapproved  of  that  com- 
plexity of  movement  and  judicial  machi- 
nery by  which  it  had  been  proposed  to 
transfer  the  judges  from  court  to  court,  and 
to  supply  the  absence  of  one  from  his 
proper  sphere  by  the  successive  removal 
of  others  out  of  theirs.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  great  and  excellent  character  who 
had  been  so  ofien  referred  to  would  ever* 
stand  in  the  way  of  any  advantage  to  his 
country,  but  he  conceived  that  in  case  of 
any  such  arrangement  being  adopted,  it 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to 
retire  from  jlhe  high  situation  which-  he 
now  filled.  It  was  not  historically  true, 
that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  owed  his  ele- 
vation to  the  talents  which  he  had  dis- 
played in  that  House ;  he  owed  it  chiefly 
and  origiiially  to  the  distinction  which  he 
had  obtained  in  the  Court  of  Chancerr, 
and  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords.  He 
must  enter  his  protest  against  any  mea- 
sure which  proceeded  on  the  supposition 
that  the  evil  to  be  remedfed  was  a  tempo- 
rary evil.  Even  if  a  temporary  office  were 
in  this  view  created  for  the  purpose,  no 
eminent  professional  man  would  accept 
of  it,  unless  on  condition  of  the  continu- 
ance of  the  salary  after  his  servicer  had 
ceased.  Why,  then,  throw  a  character  of 
doubt  and  disrespect  upon  the  office  with- 
out any  advantage  to  result  from  it?    It 
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WQvM  b«  a(  ^11  iimf^  in  tb^  (>aw«r  of  p»r« 
j.;9ment  to  %un\i\  the  office,  if  foand  upoe- 
(pe$»ary,  as  tbey  l>ad  created  it 

Mr.  Stfpfm  shpMld  i>pt  have  ri««n,  but 
for  the  notice  wbich  bad  beeo  Uken  of  aq 
%liasioo  made  by  bim  oo  a  former  nights 
to  tbe  cause  of  the  Master  of  tht  Rolls 
witbdrawiug  bio^s^lf  from  tbe  Cock- 
pit B^  cpnceiyed  ^hat  no  impvtatioi) 
was  implied  io  tbe  statecotnt  b^  had  oiada, 
wbicbf  bowe?eo  was  founded  oply  po 
common  rumour.  His  attendance  ^here 
was  no  pgrt  of  bis  official  duty,  it  was  perr 
frctly  |^at^itous,  mid  he  was  at  liberty  to 
contmue  or  discontinue  it  ashe  saw  proper, 
Tbf  time  that  be  had  withdrawn  himself 
from  the  Cockpit,  was,  when  a  certain  ad- 
ualpistration  was  endeavouring  to  supplant 
bim  in  the  county  which  he  had  long  re* 
presented.  '  At  such  a  tiqioi  it  would  not 
(e  wondered  at«  if  be  did  not  continue  to 
give  his  voluntfury  attendance  at  a  place, 
where  it  was  not  his  particular  duty  to 
attend. 

Mr.  Whiihread  did  not  know  any  thing 
more  of  {he  transaction  than  what  he  had 
learned  from  the  information  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  member,  who  had  stated  thaf, 
tbe  Master  of  the  Rolls  had  been  ili*treated 
by  tbe  ministry  of  1806.  Because  he  had 
been  opposed  in  a  county  election,  be 
bad«  it  seemed*  retired  from  the  Cockpit 
oat  pf  political  pique  and  resentment.  He 
did  not  attach  9iuch  credit  to  the  rumour, 
but  he  thougbt  tbat^  if  truei  it  implied  a 
ceo^ure  on  U^e  conduct  of  the  Master  of 
tbe  Rolls. 

Sir  Sanmcl  Bomilfy  wished  to  under- 
stand the  Sili,  which  he  was  unable  to  do 
from  the  Bill  itself*  without  the  assistance 
^  those  who  framed  it.  He  wished  to  be 
informed*  whether  it  was  intended  to  trans- 
,  fer  causes  set  down  for  the  Master  ef  the 
Rolls  to  the  Vice-Chancellor ;  if  the  causes 
were  so  transferred*  it  would  create  con- 
siderable dissatisfaction!  and  a  multiplica- 
tion of  business  by  constant  appeals ;  if  it 
were  not  intended  so  to  traq«4r  them«  all 
th^  causes  would  be  set  down  before  t^e 
Master  of  the  Rolls.  He  wondered  bow 
gentlemen  who  bad  professed  on  a  former 
niffht  tp  be  satisfied,  not  with  what  tbe 
Bu|  wa;9,  but  with  what  it  might  be,  should 
express  their  approbation  of  the  Amend- 
mentt-  It  was  precisely  the  same  that  it 
was.  The  only  elteraxion  was  in  the  omia- 
aion  of  the  words,  <<  under  certain  restric- 
tions and  regulations,  but  the  Vice-Cban- 
celior  was  still  tp  proceed  tp  decide  only 
such  causes  as  th/i  CbanceUojr  sbovld  from 
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time  to  time  direct  Jt  bad  beeq  said  that 
the  judg^  cquld  not  ppisibly  be  spare4 
from  their  courts  to  asssist  the  Chancellor* 
He  would,  as  a  fact,  state,  that  in  laat 
Trimty  Term,  three  judges  bad  sat  witb 
the  Chancellor  for  four  day%  on  the  will  of 
Mr-  Wilkinsoi|.  This  £^rmed  at  least  mm 
deception  to  the  absoLute  impossibility 
stf  ted»  The  objections  tp  the  present  Bill 
y9^^  radical  end  esseatial.  It  made  aa 
alteretipn  in  the  legal  cpnstitntipn  of  the 
country  :  and  it  woqld  hereafter  be  record- 
ed, that  in  my  lord  £Idon's  time  a  Bill  had 
passi^d  which  made  it  impossible  for  any 
one  to  rise  to  the  highest  boponrs  dS  the 
profession  in  the  fair  and  open  path  of  his 
duty.  It  was  not  just  to  say  that  no 
other  remedy  had  been  suggested*  Seve^r 
ral  expedienu  had  been  pnopesed*  among 
others  to  enable,  the  Lords  to  hear  Appeals 
in  the  absence  of  the  Chencellor ;  of  wh^cb 
np  notice  had  been  taken.  Yet  wby 
should  not  the  othser  House  be  oompeteat 
to  do  this,  assisted  by  one  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lords  who  had  held  the  seals  either 
of  England  or  Ireland  ?  The  sacne  course 
had  been  more  than  once  adopted  in  tba 
time  of  lord  Mansfield;  and  lord  Batbnrat 
bad  sat  for  lord  Thurlow.  As  to  the  qIv> 
servation  which  had  been  made  on  the  io^ 
crease  of  business  from  the  Irish  appeals, 
it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  before  |7813, 
appeals  firom  that  country  were  tried  here 
as  at  present,  and  that  it  was  only  firona 
178210  1800  that  there  was  a  suspenaioii 
of  the  ordinary  and  established  course  of 
justice. 

Mr.  WctheraU  could  not  conceive  bow 
such  a  power  as  that  alluded  to  by  the 
hon,  and  learned  gentleman  ^could  be  unp 
derstood  to  exist  in  the  Cha|K:ellv.  The 
fair  construction  of  this  Bill  certainly  was» 
that  the  Chancellor  could  not  transfer 
causes  set  down  for  the  Rolls  Caurt.  As 
to  the  expedient  suggested  of  detaching 
the  bankrupt  business,,  that  branch  be  eoo- 
ceived  to  be  now  so  closely  and  constir 
tutionally  connec^d  witb  tbe  original  ju- 
risdiction of  the  Court,  ^at  it  qouM  nat 
be  separated  without  great  baaard  and  in- 
convenience.  If  a  new  judge  were  created 
for  the  dispatch  of  bankruptcy  business,  it 
would  be  creating  a  ^risdiction  wlthoat 
appeal,  which  appeared  tp  bim  a  greatar 
innovation  than  the  object  of  the  present 
BUI.  It  was  not  quite,  reasonable  tt  ex- 
pect such  unibrni  and  unfailing  rectitude 
in  any  judge  as  totally  to  supersede  tbe 
necessity  of  appeal.  The  moH  active  and 
vigilant  ought  sometimessluoibei  b  .a  leaf 
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and  wearisome  course  of  application : 

■  Aliqqando  bonus  doriDitat  Homenia : 
Verum  opere  in  longo  fas  est  obreperesomnuoi. 

Certain  plans  bad  been  proposed  which 
night  expedite  the  dispatch  of  business  in 
Chancery  :  bat  the  House  should  beware 
lest  in  giving  increased  velocity  to  the 
wheels  of  one  court,  the  whole  machinery 
of  another  mig^t  not  be  reduced  to  a  state 
of  rest. 

Mr,  Ponsonby,  in  answer  to  the  alleged 
anomaly  in  English  law  of  <;reating  a 
judge  without  appeal,  observed^  that  in 
matters  of  bankruptcy  there  was  at  present 
no  appeal.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  seemed  terriBed  at  the 
consequences  which  would  result  from  the 
appointment  of  a  judge  for  the  separate 
causes  of  bankruptcy.  In  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  opinion  this  would 
produce  a  narrowness  of  view  in  the  per- 
son who  should  be  appointed  to  this  sepa- 
rate bench,  wjiich  would  render  him  un6t 
for  the  office.  It.was  the  first  time  he  had 
ever  heard  that  the  division  of  labour  made 
the  labourer  more  inexpert.  But  would 
not  the  advisers  of  the  crown  advise  the 
appointment  ef  the  fittest  person  for  the 
office  ?  It  had  been  said,  that  the  separa- 
tion  of  the  bankruptcy  causes  would  not  af- 
ford a  sufficient  relief  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. Did  not  the  bankruptcy  causes 
constitute  one-fourth  of  the  Chancery 
business  ?  The  Chancellor  who  should  be 
left  with  three-fourths  of  the  present  busi- 
ness, and  should  be  unable  to  execute  it, 
was  very  un^t  to  hold  that  situation.  An 
^on.  and  les^rned  gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen), 
had  been  at  once  the  accuser  and  exculpa- 
(or  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  He  knew 
not  why  that  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  thought  fit  to  become  the  accuser  of 
that  exalted  character,  or  whether  it  was 
Jby  his  permission  that  he  had  become  bis 
defender.  Did  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman think  that  it  was  a  fortunate  de- 
fence for  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  that  he 
had  withdrawn  himself  from  the  decision 
of  causes  at  the  Cockpit,  because  an  op- 
ponent of  his,  at  a  county  election,  had 
received  some  support  from  ministers? 
He  thought  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man ought  to  consider  some  time  before 
he  appeared  again  in  the  character  of  a 
defender.  He  could  see  no  objection  to  the 
feparation  of  bankruptcy  causes  from  tho 
sreat  seal.  The  taking  away  part  of  the 
Chancellor's  emoluments  was  no  objection, 
for  the  Chancellor  ought  to  be  liberally 
paid*  and  consequently  compensated  for 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 
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any  loss.  This  was  no  part  of  the  ordinary 
ChajDcery  business;  but  superinduced  a 
few  years  ago,  because  the  legislature  did 
not  know  what  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Bs  Batkursi  said,  if  an  anomaly  were 
Co  be  allowed  to  exist,  as  in  the  case  of 
bankruptcy  causes,  it  ought  not  to  exist  in 
a  subordinate  officer,  but  in  a  person  cloth- 
ed with  the  highest  dignity. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  the 
Amendment  negatived.  The  Report  waa 
then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  February  23. 

Petitions  respecting  the  Claims  or 
THE  Roman  Catholics.)  The  Bishop  of 
liaphoc  presented  a  Petition  against  the 
Roman  Catholic  Claims. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  House  to  receive 
this  Petition  but  as  that  of  one  persoq,  for 
the  names  of  the  others  were  contained  on 
a  separate  piece  of  paper,  which  wap 
tacked  to  the  Petition. 

The  Petition  was  accordingly  so   re 
ceived. 

Viscount  Faimouik  presented  a  PetiUoQ 
from  the  corporation  of  Penzance,  iQ 
Cornwall,  against  the  Claims  of  the  Ro« 
ipan  Catholics. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  inquired  how  thf 
Petition  was  signed  ? 

Viscount  Fedmouih  said,  the  corporatf 
seal  was  affixed  to  the  Peti^on. 

The  Earl  of  Couriown  presented  a  Peti- 
tion of  the  same  description,  from  tho 
noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  Protestimt  iqf 
habitants  of  the  county  of  Wexford. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  sM,  their  lordships 
could  not  receive  this  Petition  in  its  pre-* 
sent  state ;  for,  though  it  had  a  grea( 
number  of  names  subscribed,  and  there 
were  several  sheets,  yet  it  appeared  thai 
the  whole  of  them  had  been  signed  by  one 
person. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  be  rejected. 
'The  Bishop  of  London  presented  two 
Petitions  against  the  Roman  Catholic 
Claims ;  one  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Olive,  in  Hart-street,  in  the 
city  of  London ;  and  the  other  from  French 
Protestants  in  London.  These  Petitions 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  ward  of  Bil- 
lingsgate^ against  the  Roman  Catholic 
Claims* 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  moved  that  thf 
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whole  of  this  Petition  be  read. — ^The  Pcti* 
tion  was  accordingly  read  by  the  clerk. 

Viscount  Sidmoutk  asked  if  the  noble 
duke  intended  any  objection  to  the  Petition. 

The  Duke  of  Notfotk  answered,  that  it 
was  not  with  any  intent  to  object  to  this 
Petitidii  being  received,  but  amongst  the 
Dumber  of  Petitions  which  had  come  be- 
fore them  on  this  subject,  there  was  great 
difference  in  the  language  of  the  peti- 
"tioners,  and  he  must  confess  tiie  name  of 
the  place  from  whence  this  came  bad 
caught  his  ear,  and  it  made  him  desirous 
of  hearing  the  whole  of  it.  He  recollect- 
ed, at  the  time  he  had  a  seat  in  the  other 
House,-  when  a  number  of  petitions  were 
coming  before  them,  and  one  was  presented 
by  the  alderman  of  the  ward  of  Billings- 
gate,  a  facetious  member  desired  it  to  be 
read,  in  order  to  know  if  the  sentiments 
bore  any  resemblance  •  to  the  language  of 
the  alderman  who,  he  observed,  always 
■poke  that  of  his  particular  constituents. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  violence  which 
had  been  expressed  in  other  Petitions,  and 
Ihe  coarseness  which  might  have  been  in 
this,  he  must  admit  that  the  language  was 
mild  and  decent ;  and,  though  it  might 
bave  been  supplied  to  the  petitioners,  on 
this  occasion  he  would  give  them  credit, 
that  it  proceeded  from  themselves.  In  re- 
spect to  his  wishing  the  Petition  to  be  read, 
it  was  only  consistent  with  the  desire  of 
the  noble  viscount  himself,  who,  on  a  for* 
ner  evening,  had  expressed  his  opinion, 
that  all  these  Petitions  might  be  read. 

Viscount  Sidmouih  referred  to  what 
passed  on  a  former  evening,  and  said  it 
was  merely  through  the  expression  of  a 
noble  lord,  he  had  thought  it  right  to 
move  that  the  whole  of  the  Petition  be 
read.  He  did  not  perceive  the  necessity 
of  the  remarks  which  had  4>een  made  upon 
this  and  other  Petitions.  With  respect  to 
the  present,  the  language  was  mild  and 
respectful,  and  it  had  been  so  described 
by  the  noble  duke;  and  it  was  certainly 
more  than  was  necessary  or  to  be  ex- 
pected, that  petitioners  should  always  ex- 
press theafselves  with  classical  purity.  He 
deprecated  that  scrutiny  which  had  been 
Qsed  towards  these  petitions  ;  for  he  most 
repeat,  he  never  in  the  course  of  thirty 
years,  during  which  he  had  a  seat  in  this 
and  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  Tecol- 
lected  so  much  scrutiny  and  severity  ap- 
plied to  petitions,  which  must  operate  as  a 
discouragement  to  those  who  were  still  in- 
clined to  address  their  lordships  upon  tfaia 
•ubject. 


The  Duke  of  Nojfolk  too  well  remem- 
bered a  period  som<ewbat  before  the  no6l« 
viscount  came  into  active  life,  when  it 
was  pretended  that  the  sense  of  the  coun- 
try was  expressed  by  the  numerous  peti- 
tions which  were  presented,  one  of  which 
was  signed  by  forty  thousand  persons. 
Party  at  that  period  ran  high,  but  there 
was  no  man  who  would  now  say  that  was 
the  sense  and  opinion  of  the  people.  He 
recollected  the  dreadful  effects  of  such 
tlisaention  respecting  religion.  He  need 
not  mention  how  the  flame  burst  forth  ; 
and  it  was  fortunate  that  this  metropolis  was 
not  laid  in  ashes.  It  was  on  these  grounds 
he  felt  a  reluctance  to  hear  the  lan- 
guage used  on  the  present  occasion  ;  and 
he  felt  himself  bound  as  a  peer  to  prevent, 
as  much  as  possible,  that  spirit  which,  like 
the  former  religions  volcano  of  London, 
might  break  out  in  those  parts  from 
whence  some  of  these  petitions  came,  and 
make  destruction  in  the  countr}'.  There 
was  also  another  ground  on  which  he  felt 
inclined  to  be  a  little  scrupulous  in  the  re* 
ceipt  of  these  petitions,  for  though  the 
noble  viscount  must  have  more  informa- 
tion than  he  had  on  the  subject,  yet  he 
well  knew,  in  some  places,  that  influence 
had  been  used  on  the  present  occasion. 

Viscount  Sidmoutk  again  stated  what  he 
had  urged  last  night,  that  these  Petitions 
arose  out  of  the  declarations  swhich  had 
represented  the  Protestants  of  this  coun- 
try to  be  favourable  to  the  Catholic 
Claims.  He  concurred  with  the  noble 
duke  that  the  time  he  had  referred  to 
produced  most  horrible  effects.  It  was  a 
disgrace  to  those  who  had  acted  on  the 
occasion,  but  there  was  no  comparison  be- 
tween the  mild  and  considerate  manner  in 
which  the  Protestants  now  treated  this 
sul^ect,  and  that  which  was  used  at  the 
period  to  which  the  noble  duke  had  re- 
ferred. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

J\iesday,  February  25. 
Petitions  respecting  the  Claims  or 
THE  Roman  Catholics.]  Petitions  against 
the  Claims  of  the  Romati  Catholics  wev« 
presented  firom  the  citiseM  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Chester,  the  inhabitants  of  Leeds; 
the  archdeacon  and  clergy  of  York,  the 
gentry,  clergy,  &c.  of  eastern  division  of 
Kent,  the  archdeacon  and  clergy  of  Han<^ 
tingdon^the  inbabitants  of  Bye«  the  mix 
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nistera,  &c.  of  Chobham,  the  inbabitanU 
of  London  and  Westmiosier,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  St.  Dunttan's  in  the  £ast»  the  in- 
habitants .of  Billingsgate^  the  rector^  &,c, 
of  St.  01aTe>  the  Protestants  of*  Donegal,, 
the  Protestants  of  Meath;  the  inhabitants 
of  Aberystwyth,  the  gentry,  clergy,  &c. 
of  Denbigh,  the  Protestant  noblemen.  See. 
of  Cavan,  the  inhabitants  of  East  Grinsted, 
the  burgesses  of  Ruthin,  the  Protestant 
noblemen  of  Downe,  and  the  aldermen 
mnd  burgesses  of  Bodmin.  All  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.i — Pe* 
titions  were  also  received  from  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ballinakill,  Queen's  county, 
and  Limerick,  in  support  of  their  Claims. 

On  presenting  the  Petition  from  Lon- 
don and.  Westminster, 

Sir  W>  Curtis  said,  he  had  to  present  a 
Petition  from  more  than  60«000  inhabi- 
tants of  this  metropolis,  against  what  was 
ci^Ued  Catholic  Emaqcipation.  The  per- 
sops  who  had  signed  this  Petition,  could 
read  and  write  too. 

Mr.  ChrUtopher  Stnith  sM,  that  it  was 
the  custom  at  the  place  where  the  Petition 
lay  for .  signatures,  to  ask  any  one  who 
presented  himself  to  sign,  whether  he  had 
read  the  Petition,  and  if  he  answered  in 
the  negative,  to  recommend  him  to  read 
it  before  he  signed  ;  and  he  did  not  doubt 
that  the  greater  part  of  those  who  signed 
it  had  read  it. 

Sir  /.  Shaw  said  a  few  words  on  the  same 
side. 

'  Mr.  Baring  said,  that  the  meeting  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  which  this 
Petition  had  been  drawn  up,  was  convened 
in  the  most  obscure  manner  possible.  As 
hulf  a  dozen  people  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  would  come  forward  with,  *'  We 
the  people  of  England ;"— so  this  Petition, 
the  signatures  to  which  had  been  obtained 
by  placarding  the  walls  of  taverns,  and 
other  disgraceful  methods,  was  brought 
forward,  as  the  Petition  of  the  cities  of 
I^ndon  and  Westminster.  In  so  large  a 
city  a  Petition  on  any  subject  would  by 
sifch  means  get  a  long  siring  of  names ; 
but  it  was  much  to  the  honour  of  the  city 
of  London*  that  it  had  not  joined,  by  any 
ppblic  act,  in  the  senseless  cry  which  had* 
Deen  raised,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  princi- 
pally by  the  clergy. 

.Sir  W.  Curtis  said,  the  meeting  was  pub- 
licly convened,  and  attended  by  persons 
of  consequence,  and  that  90  out  of  100 
signed  it  in  the.  room  where  the  meeting 
liad  been  held. . 

Sir  P.  BurdeU   mi,  that  as  to  West- 


minster, a  numerous  meeting  which  had 
beeabeld  jn  Palace -yard  Jiad  co;ne  to  re^ 
solutions  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  Claims. 

Lord  Milton  asked  sir  W.  Curtis  whe- 
ther notice  had  been  given,  that  Peiitions 
lay  for  signatures  at  the  Churches  in  Lon« 
d.on  during  divine  service.  t 

Sir  IV.  Curiis  said,  he  was  sorry  he  could 
not  speak  to  the  fact. 

Lord  Milton  reprobated  the  practice  of 
applying  the  Churches,  and  the  time  al-: 
lowed  for  divine  service,  to  purposes 
merely  political. 

Petitions  op  Cbristians  for  a  Rb- 
PBAL  OP  THE  Test  Laws.]  Three  Peti* 
tions*--of  the  there -undersigned  Christians' 
— in  behalf  of  themselves  andothers».who 
agree  with  them  in  considering  absolute 
liberty  of  conscience  respecting  religion 
to  be  the  unalienable  right  of  all  men, — 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Whitbread  and 
read ;  setting  forth. 

**  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to  exa- 
mine as  diligently  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  the  doctrines  of  religion,  and  after 
such  diligent  examination,  to  adopt  and  to 
profess  what  may  appear  to  them  to  b« 
the  truth  ;  and  that,  in  the  performance  • 
of  that  duty,  men  ought  not  to  be  ob- 
structed or  discouraged,  or  otherwise 
tempted  to  act  hypocritically,  by  any 
law  tending  to  bias  them  in  the  conrso 
of  such  examination  of  the  doctrines  of  re* 
ligioni  by  subjecting  them,  in  the  case  of 
their  dissenting  from  the  doctrines  of. any 
established  church,  to  suffer  death  by 
burning  or  otherwise,  or  to  suffer  any 
corporal  or  pecuniary  punishment,  er  to 
be  injured  in  their  reputation  by  any  dis- 
ability more  or  less  disgraceful ;  and^hat 
the  petitioners  acknowledge,  with  bigk 
satisfaction,  that,  in  the  present  reign^ 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  to«» 
wards  the  full  restoration  of  the  rights  of 
conscience,  by  the  wisdom  of  parliament 
and  the  benignity  of  the  King  rescinding 
various  laws,  in  whole  or  in  part,  whicK 
were  violations  of  those  rights;  yet,  since 
other  penal  laws  not  less  injurious  to  those 
rights  remain  unrepealed,  since  some  of 
these  laws  subject  to  corporal  punishments 
or  pecuniary  penalties,  others,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Test  laws  passed  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  second ;  subject  to  disgrace* 
disability,  and  privation  of  civil  rights* 
persons,  whose  only  offence  it  is,  that  in 
conformity  wiih  their  duty,  they  have  - 
examined  the  doctrines  of  religion,  and  by., 
such  examina^on  have  been  induced  to 
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embrace  and  to  profess  religious  opinions 
different  from  the  doctrines  of  the  esta- 
blished Church  ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
feel  it  to  be  their  duty  humbly  but  ear- 
nestly to  remonstrate  against  the  longer 
continuance  of  any  of  these  intolerant 
laws;  and  they  do,  in  conformity  with 
the  premises,  expressly  petition  the  House, 
that  e?ery  such  unjust  law  may  be  re- 
pealed, and  the  rights  of  conscience  may 
thus  be  restored  to  all  the  subjects  of  this 
United  Kingdom ;  and  the  petitioners 
humbly  beg  leave  to  add,  that  this  re- 
questi  as  it  appears  to  them,  is  grounded 
on  the  most  evident  considerations  of  jus- 
tice ;  and'  they  trust  that  the  compliance 
of  the  state  would  yet  conciliate  the  afllec- 
tion  of  millions  of  their  aggrieved  fellow 
subjects,  and  unite  ihetn  forever  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  empire  :  under  each  of  these 
aspects  their  request  claims,  and  they 
hope  will  be  found  to  deserVe,  the  assent 
of  the  House,  as  they  are  statesmen 
anxious  for  the  safety  of  their  country, 
and  as  they  are  moralists  determined  to 
act  impartially  on  the  rules  of  justice ; 
but,  when  the  petitioners  consider  farther 
that  every  attempt  to  influence  men  In 
their  choice  and  profession  of  religion  by 
penal  laws,  whether  corfupt  or  compulsive 
In  their  operation,  is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
ef  the  Gospel,  and  forbidden  by  its 
plainest  precepts  m  mimei^ous  passages, 
they  hope  it  may  be  allowed  them  more 
particularly,  ^d  trith  all  possible eahiest- 
Dess,  to  intreat  the  friends  of  religion  in 
the  House  to  interpose  th^ir  authority, 
not  to  vindicate  the  Gospel  from  the 
groundless  charge  of  intolerance,  but  to 
inAuence  the  state  to  conform  its  laws  for 
the* protection  of  the  established  Church, 
to  the  purity  benisnity  and-  exalted  in- 
tegrity of  our  Gospel  religion,  to  renounce 
the  whole  system  of  persecution,  the  long 
accumulation  of  ages  of  barbarism  and 
discord,  and  to  free  an  almost  countless 
multitude  of  injured  individuals  from  the 
temptation  of  ensnaring  tests,  and  the 
more  oppressive  severities  of  our  compul- 
sive intolerance;  by  the  success  of  such 
Mklutary  counsels,  at  once  restoring  con- 
cord and  safety  to  the  empire,  and  nreeing 
our  national  Church  from  the  present  too 
just  reproach  of  retaining  that  support 
which  persecuting  laws  ^an  bestow,  but 
ivhich  Christianity  condemns,  and  Would 
disdain  to  actept/* 

Four  Petitions— of  lie  there-under- 
kigned  Christians  residing  in  the  town  and 
Neighbourhood  of  Belperf  in  the  town 


and  neighbourhood  of  Derby ;  io  the  town 
and  neighbourhood  of  Loughborough : 
and  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of 
Melbourne  ;  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others,  who  agree  with  them  in  consider- 
ing absolute  liberty  of  conscience  respect- 
ing religion  to  be  the  unalienable  right  of 
all  men ;— were  presented  and  read ; 
setting  forth, 

"  That  it  is  the  doty  of  all  men  to  exa- 
mine, as  diligently,  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  the  doctrines  of  religion,  and  afte^ 
such  diligent  examination  to  adopt  and 
to  profess  what  may  appear  to  them  to  be 
the  truth ;  and  that,  in  the  pe*rformance 
of  that  duty,  men  ought  not  to  be  ob« 
strocted  or  discouraged,  or  otherwise 
tempted  to  act  hypocritically,  \fy  afiy 
lavtr  tending  to  bias  them  in  the  course  of 
such  examination  of  the  doctrines  of  reli^^ 
gion,  by  subjecting  them,  in  the  case  of 
their  dissenting  from  the  doctrines  of  any 
established  church,  to  suffer  death  by 
burning  or  otherwise,  or  to  suffer  any 
corporal  or  pecOitfiary  punishment,  or  to 
be  injured  in  their  reputation  by  any  dis^ 
ability,  more  or  less  disgraceful ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  acknowledge,  with  high 
satisfaction,  that  in  the  present  reign  con» 
siderable  progress  has  been  made  towards 
the  full  restoration  of  the. rights  of  con^ 
science,  by  the  rescinding  of  varioos  laws/ 
in  whole  or  in  part,  which  were  violations 
of  those  rights ;  yet  since  other  penal 
laws,  not  less  injurious  to  those  rights,  re-' 
main  unrepealed ;  Since  some  of  these 
laws  subject  to  corporal  punishments  or 
pecuniary  petialties,  others,  as  In  the  case 
of  the  Test  laws,  passed  in  thO  r^ign  of 
Charles  the  2nd,  subject  to  disgrace,  dis^ 
ability,  and  privation  of  civil  rlgh(s,4ier- 
sons  whose  only  otfence  it  is,  that  in  Con* 
formity  with  their  doty,  they  have  exa- 
mined the  doctrines  of  religion,  and  by* 
such  examination  have  been  induced  to 
embrace,  itnd  to  profess  religious  opinion^ 
different  from  the  doctrines  of  the  esta* 
blished  Church,  the  petitioners  feel  it  to 
be  their  duty  humbly  but  earnestly  to  re- 
monstrate against  the  longer  continuance 
of  any  of  these  intolerant  laws ;  and  they* 
do,  in  conformity  with  the  premises,  ex^ 
pressly  petition  the  House,  that  every  such 
unjust  law  may  be  repealed,  and  the  r^gbttf 
of  conscience  may  thus  be  restored  to  all 
the  subjects  of  this  Un'ited  Kingdom ;  at 
the  same  time  they  declare  to  the  House, 
that  if  the  legislature  of  our  country 
should  not  feel  themselves  cotivinced,  ai 
the  petliioAeri  do,  that  etery  tracO  cf  ia** 
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aho  presented  and 


tolerance  oifght  to  be  immedtately  ex* 
panged  from  oar  statatei,  y^t,  if  the  repeal 
or  modification  of  any  of  our  intolerant 
laws  shookl  now  take  p1ace»  particularly 
if  the  Test  laws,  as  far  as  they  afiect  oar 
military  force  by  sea  and  land,  should 
now  be  repealed,  the  petitioners  would 
▼iew  with  high  satisfaction  any  sach  mea- 
tore,  as  a  still  farther  advance  towards  the 
complete  restoration  of  the  rights  of  con- 
•tience  ;  and  at  this  crisis  would  consider 
it  as  having  a  salutary  tendency  to  allay 
religious  animosities,  and  to  unite  still 
more  closely  the  great  mass  of  the  com- 
monicy  in  a  zealous  defence  of  the  empire 
against  the  efforts  of  our  powerful  and  am* 
bltioas  ehemy." 

A  Petition  of  the  there- ^Adersigned 
Christians,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
ethers,  who  agree  with  them  in  consi- 
dering absolute  liberty  of  conscience  re* 
«|>ecting  religion  to  be  the  analienable 
right  of  all  men,  was  i 
read ;  setting  forth, 

•'  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to  exa- 
mine, as  diligently  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  the  doctrines  of  religion,  avid, 
after  Such  diligent  examination,  to  adopt 
and  to  profess  what  may  appear  to  them 
to  be  the  truth ;  and  that,  in  performance 
of  that  duty,  men  ought  not  to  be  ob- 
atructed  or  discouraged,  or  otherwfse 
tempted  to  act  hypocritically,  by  any  law 
tending  to  bias  them  in  the  course  of  such 
examination  of  the  doctrines  of  religion, 
by  subjecting  them,  in  the  case  of  their 
dissenting  from  the  doctrines  of  any  esta- 
blished Church,  to  suffer  death  by  burn- 
ing or  otherwise,  or  to  sufffer  any  corporal 
or  pecuniary  punishment,  or  to  be  injured 
in  their  reputation  by  any  disability  more 
or  less  disgraceful;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners acknowledge,  with  high  satisfac- 
tion, that.  In  the  present  reign,  considera- 
ble progress  has  been  made  towards  the 
foil  restoration  of  the  rights  of  conscience 
by  the  wisdom  of  parliament  and  the  be- 
nignity of  the  King,  rescinding  various 
laiws,  in  whole  or  in  part,  which  were  yio- 
lations  of  those  rights,  yet,  since  other 
penal  laws,  not  less  ihjurious  to  those 
rights,  remain  unrepealed,  since  some  of 
these  subject  to  corporal  punishments  or 
pecuniary  penalties,  others,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Test  laws  passed  id  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  2nd,  subject  to  disgrace,  dis- 
ability, and  pirivation  of  civil  rights,  per- 
sons whose  only  offence  it  is,  that,  in  con- 
formity with  their  daty,  tbey  hare  exa- 


mined the  doctrines  of  religion,  afid  by 
such  examination  have  been  iViduced  to^ 
embrace,  and  to  profess,  religions  opinions 
different  from  the  doctrines  of  the  esta* 
blished  Church,  the  petitioners  feel  it  to 
be  their  duty  humbly  but  earnestly  to  re- 
monstrate against  the  longer  continuance 
of  any  of  these  intolerant  laws  ;  and  they 
do,  in  conformity  with  the  premises,  ex- 
pressly petition  the  House,  that  every 
such  unjust  law  may  be  repealed,  and  thaV 
the  rights  of  conscience  may  thus  be  re- 
stored to  all  the  subjects  of  this  United 
Kingdom/' 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

LEtTBR    raOH    THB    LORD    MaTOR   Cff 

Dublin    to    the    Speaker,    solicitino^ 

LEAVE     TO     PRESENT     A     PETITION     ntOll^ 

THE  Corporation  op  Doatm  at  tri^ 
Bar  of  the  House.}  The  Speaker  ac- 
qaairited  the  House,  that  be  had  received 
a  Letter  from  the  right  hon.  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin,  the  contents  of  whicb 
he  communicated  to  the  Hoase;  and, the 
said  Letter  wis  thereupon,  by  direction  of 
the  House,  read  by  th«  Speaker,  and  is  id 
follows : 

«  Dover  Street,  23  Pebruarv,  I»13. 
''Sir;  The  corporation  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  in  common  coancti  assembled^ 
having  prepared  Petitioiuf  to  be  presented 
to  Parliament  on  the  subject  of  the  ClaimiT 
about  to  be  preferred  on  behalf  of  th^ 
Roman  Catholics  of  Irefand,  I  beg  le&ve 
to  state,  that  I  hare  been  deputed,  as  loYd 
mayor  6f  the  city  of  Dublin,  to  deliver 
their  Petition!  at  the  bar  of  both  Hoase^ 
of  Parliament ;  Rnd  I  have  now  the  ho« 
nour  to  solicit,  through  you,  Sii',  that  ther 
honoarable  the  House  of  Commons  may 
be  pleased  to  indulge  the  corporation  it 
the  city  of  Dublin  by  permitting  me,  2Hi 
chief  magistrate  of  that  city,  (o  defiter  atf 
their  bar  the  Petition  addressed  to  their 
honoarable  House,  an  indolgence  which  H 
is  humbly  hoped  that  the  House  of  Com** 
monswill  be  pleased  to  concede  to  ther 
citizens  of  Dublin,  in  analogy  to  the 
usage  so  lon^  established  of  receiving  Pe« 
titions  at  their  bar  from  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  London,  and  which,  if  granted 
by  that  honourable  House,  will  not  only* 
demand  the  gratitude  of  the  petitioners^ 
the  second  corporation  of  the  empire,  im  j 
yielding  to  none  in  loyalty  and  attach* 
ment  for  the  laws,  goyemroent,  and  con* 
stituilon  of  these  kingdoms,  but  will  alfti^ 
be  received  as  a  grateful  tmd  fl^tterin^^ 
condescension  by  the  iuhabitanti  at  larg^ 
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of  the  metropolis  of  Ireland ;   thai  ciiy 
which  had  been  for  to  many  years  the 
seat  and  residence  of  the  Irish  parliament. 
I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Sir,  &c. 
Abm»  Bradley  King, 
.  Lord  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Dublin/* 
<'  To  the  right  hon.  Charles  Abbot, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  &c/* 


Mr.  GtattcM,  while  he  dissented  from 
the  opinions  contained  in  the  Petition 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  conceived  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  support  every  proposition 
vrhich  had  for  its  object  the  honour  or  in- 
terest of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  capital  of 
Ireland,  and  the  second  city  of  the  em« 
plre.  He  should  therefore  move,  ''  That 
the  righ^  hon.  the  lord  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Dublin  be  admitted  to  present  a  petition 
of  ihe  lord  mayor  and  corporation  of  the 
aaid  city,  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  observed,  in  like  cases, 
regarding  the  therifib  of  the  city  of 
London.'^ 

Mr.  Rohert  Shaw  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wym  said,  in  rising  to  op- 
pose the  motion,  it  was  far  from  his  wish  to 
object  to  any  compliment  which  the 
House  might  think  proper  to  pay  to  the 
corporation  of  Dublin,  or  to  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  that  city ;  but,  in  his  opinion, 
tney  ought  to  be  guided,  in  such  cases, 
by  precedent,  and  he  knew  of  none  that 
could  bear  out  the  present  motion.  If 
this  claim  were  admitted,  he  thought  it 
would  be  likely  to  occasion  great  incon- 
venience, to  future  chief  magistrates;  as  it 
would  no  longer  be  a  matter  of  option  to 
transmit  a  petition  from  Dublin,  by  a 
member  of  that  House,  or  by  the  lord 
mayor;  the  custom  being  recognised, 
they  could  not  depart  from  one  regular 
course ;  and,  however  unwilling,  the  chief 
magistrate  would  be  obliged  to  act.  It 
was  undoubtedly  the  fact,  that  the  House, 
through  courtesy  to  the  city  of  London, 
within  which  they  almost  held  their  meet- 
ings, permitted  the  sheriffs  of  that  city, 
alone,  to  present  petitions  at  their  bar : 
but  such  a  privilege  was  never  permitted 
to  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom.  In  re- 
ference to  the  Petition  from  Dublin,  the 
House  were  placed  in  exactly  the  same 

J  predicament  as  when  petitions  were  sent 
jTom  Edinburgh,  in  the  custody  of  the 
Lord  Provost.  On  those  occasions,  such 
a  claim  was  never  made.  In  the  Petition 
on  the  case  of  capt.  Porteoos,  in  1756, 
when  the  Lord  Provost  was  in  town,  and 
luder  examinatioii^  he  never  demanded 
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such  a  privilege  ;  and  the  same  observa^ 
tion  would  apply  to  the  Petition  of  1746» 
But  a  very  strong  objection  to  the  admi»« 
sion  of  this  claim  was  founded  on  the  fact,, 
that  it  never  w$s  advanced  when  a  parlia*^ 
ment  was  sitting  in  Dublin.  The  corpo* 
ration  did  not  enjoy  any  such  right  when 
the  Irish  parliament  was  in  ^ing,  and  b» 
saw  no  reason  why  this  privilege^  which 
he  contended  would  be  rather  troublesome, 
than  advantageous,  should  now  be 
granted.  There  could  be  no  doubts  that, 
a  petition,  presented  from  the  corporation 
of  Dublin,  through  any  hon.  member  of 
that  House,  would  have  every  attention 
shewn  to  it ;  and  he  could  not,  therefore^ 
conceive  the  necessity  of  transmitting  it 
by  the  chief  magistrate  of  that  city.  If 
the  claim  w%re  admitted,  it  must  either  oc- 
casion the  lord  mayor  of  Dublin  to  be  sent^ 
over  to  this  country  with  every  petition  to 
parliament,  which  originated  in  the  corpo«i 
ration,  or,  if  that  body  acted  differently,  it 
would  leave  them  open  to  the  imputatioa, 
of  not  treating  other  questions  with  the 
same  dignity  which  marked  their  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  the  Catholic, 
question.  If  the  claim  having  been  al- 
lowed, a  petition  were  presented  by  % 
member  of  parliament  from  that  body,  oa 
a  subject  of  importance  at  some  future  pe*. 
riod,  it  might  be  said,  "  O I  they  do  not. 
see  this  question  in  the  same  elevated 
light  as  that  respecting  the  Catholics,  or 
they  would  have  sent  over  the  lord 
mayor !"  Besides,  if  they  granted  the  pri- 
vilege to  the  corporation  of  Dublin,  they 
could  not  refuse  it,  if  claimed  by  the 
city  of  Edinburgh.  For  these  reasons,  he 
would  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  Feel  hoped,  under  the  particular 
circumstances  of  the  case,  that  the  House, 
woula  be  induced  to  accede  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  proposition — particu- 
larly as  the  chief  magistrate  of  Dublin 
had  actually  arrived  in  town.  The 
corporation  of  Dublin  had  no  other  mo- 
tive in  transmitting  the  Petition,  in  the 
manner  they  had  done,  than  a  desire  to 
give  it  every  weight  in  their  power  ;  and 
he  did  think  the  House  would  be  acting 
too  strictly,  if  they  rejected  the  appli- 
cation. He  wished  particularly  to  observe^ 
that  he  was  by  no  means  induced  to  ac- 
cede to  the  motion,  on  account  of  the  na- 
ture or  sentiments  of  the  Petition.  He 
was  sure,  in  deciding  this  question,  it  waa 
^uite  unnecessary  to  know  what  they 
were— >it  was  sufficient  to  state,  that  a  re*, 
quest  wa»  made  by  the  corporation  of  the 
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«econd  city  in  the  empire,  which  it  was 
easy  for  the  Hoase  to  grant,  and  which 
would  be  received  by  those  seeking  it 
•with  every  proper  acknowledgment. 

Mr.  Turwy  did  not  think  that  the  ar- 
rival of  the  lord  mayor  of  Dublin  in  this 
metropolis  was  any  argument  for  agreeing 
ifvitb  the  notion.  He  thobght  the  worthy 
magistrate  had  acted  rather  hastily,  in 
proceeding  on  his  journey  before  he  had 
ascertained  whether  he  was  likely  to  suc- 
ce^  in  the  object  of  it.  I^  as  had  been 
'stated,  the  parliament  of  Ireland  were  ne- 
"ver  in  the  habit  of  receiving  petitions  from 
the  corporation  of  .Dublin,  through  the 
medium  of  the  lord  mayor,  they  could  noi 
now  claim  such  a  right  with  any  pro- 
priety. 

Mr.  W,  Fitzgerald  said,  the  present  was 
a  request  made  on  the  part  of  the  second 
city  in  the  empire;  it  referred  only  to 
one  particular  occasion,  and  was  not 
meant  to  extend  to  every  question.  He 
iras  of  opinion,  that  the  chief  magistrate 
of  Dublin  having  arrived,  he  ought  not  to 
be  sent  back  without  havrng  performed  the 
^uty  on  which  he  was  employed;  and  it  was 
one  thing  to  refuse  a  favour,  and  another, 
by  Ihe  refusal,  to  offer  an  indignity.  The 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wynn)  was  anxious 
lo  save  future  magistrates  from  inconve- 
nienlce;  but  he  did  not  seem  to  feel  any 
regret  for  the  inconvenience  which  the 
present  lord  mayor  of  Dublin  would  ex- 
perience, by  returning  without  having 
executed  the  purpose  of  his  mission.  It 
was  requested  as  a  matter  of  favour,  and  it 
would  be  received  only  as  such. 

Mr.'  Tiemey  wished  to  know,  distinctly, 
whether  the  lord  mayor  of  Dublin  was  ad- 
mitted, in  a  similar  way,  to  present  pe- 
titions at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  Ireland  ? 

'  Mr.  W,  Fitzgerald  said,  he  had  made  in- 
quiries on  the  subject,  from  persons  pos- 
sessing more  information  than  he  did  him- 
•elf,«  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that 
iuch  a  permission  was  not  granted. 

Lord  Cditlereagk  understood  there  was  a 
particular  resolution  of  the  Irish  House  of 
Commons,  '<  That  no  petition  should  be 
presented  to  the  House,  except  by  a 
member.'^  Therefore,  he  contended,  the 
course  of  proceeding  there  did  not  bear 
4m  the  present  question ;  for,  had  it  not 
beeh  for  this  particular  resolution  on  the 
mb^ct,  the  corporation  of  Dublin  might 
have  been  treated  with  the  same  attention 
by  tb^  Irish  parliament,  as  the  corporation 
of  Londoo  received  from  the  united  par« 


liament.  Certainly,  the  House  was  placed 
in  a  situation  of  great  difficulty,  as  ther4 
was  no  precedent  applicable  'to  the  occa- 
sion ;  but,  as  a  general  wish  to  receive 
the  lord  mayor  seemed  to  prevail,  and  as 
it  would  tend  to  shew  aidesire  to  conciliate 
that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  he 
trusted  the  motion  would'  be  agreed  to. 
H^  did  not  think  that  the  concession 
would  be  attended  with  any  conseqoencet 
beyond  the  present  occasion.  He  owned,, 
if  it  appeared  to  him,  that,  by  agreeing  td 
the  motion,  the  door  would  be  opened  so 
wide  as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  sup* 
pose,  he  should  feel  very  considerable  dif* 
ficulty  in  deciding  on  the  subject.  But 
the  question  was  here  very  much  nar« 
rowed— it  was  merely  whether  this  parti- 
cular Petition  misht  be  presented,  id 
the  manner  desired,  at  the  bar  of  that 
House.  If  a  similar  indulgence  were  re- 
quested on  the  part  of  the  city  of  £din« 
burgh,  he'  was  sure  the  House  would  noi 
hesitate  to  grant  it.  Under,  these  circum- 
stances, he  hoped  the  House  would  agree 
to  the  motion  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation 
and  good  humour. 

Mr.  Tiemey  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  parliament  in  England  had  any  stand- 
ing order  similar  to  that  stated  to  have  ex- 
isted in  the  Irish  parliament.  The  pre- 
sent was  an  important  question,  as  intro- 
ducing a  very  serious  precedent,  and  he 
would  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it. 

The  ^air^  said,  he  could  jiot  at  pre- 
sent charge  his  recollection  with  any 
standing  order  on  the  subject.  With  re- 
spect to  the  sheriffs  of  the  city  of  London 
being  permitted  to  present  the  petitions  of 
the  corporation,  it  was  always  put  to  the 
question ;  and,  in  1690,*  it  was  the  pleasure 
of  the  House  not  to  receive  them.  I^he 
mode  of  acting  was  wholly  in  their  own 
power. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  the  Lord  Mayor 
had  better  place  the  petition  in  the  hands 
of  a  member  of  parliament,  for  presenta- 
tion ;  and  the  House  would  decide  on  the 
question,  so  that  no  person  should  be  mis- 
taken hereafter. 

Mr.  Grattan  observed^  that  the  addresses 
of  the  city  of  Dublin  were  presented  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  throne. 


*  This  took  place  on  the  17th  of  April, 
1690.  The  question  for  the  admission  of 
the  Sheriffs  was  moved  by  colonel  Birch. 
After  debate,  it  passed  in  the  negative,  by 
215  to  166.  See  New  Parliamentary 
Hiatory  of  Eogtand,  vol.  5,  p.  580. 
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The  ChancfUor  qft/ie  Exchequer  observed 
that  no  claim  whatever  had  been  made ; 
the  privilege  was  requested,  on  this  parti- 
cular occasion,  as  matter  of  favour,  not  of 
right;  anc^he  hoped  it  would  not  be  for- 
gotten, that,  in  the  present  instance,  the 
Iiord  Mayor  bad  actually  come  over.  By 
receiving  this  Petition  through  the  Lord 
llayor,  they  did  not  bind  tbemaelvetf  to 
foceive  others  in  the  same  manner. 
,  Mr.  P<nu<mhy  said,  the  House  woald 
readily  believe  that  he  was  anxious  to  pay 
9 very  possible  compliment  to  the  metro* 
polis  of  Ireland ;  but  what  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer made  it  necessary  for  him  to 
rise  in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  which 
bChad  expressed.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  observed,  tliat,  by  receiving 
diis  Petition,  the  House  did  not  bind  them- 
selves to  receive  all  others  in  the  same 
manner.  Now,  in  his  opinion,  if  the 
iHoiuse  agreed  to  permit  the  Petition  to  be 
presented  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin, 
they  would-be  bound  to  receive  all  others, 
from  the  same  quarter,  in  a  similar  way ; 
for  what  was  there  in  that  Petition  ^hicb 
sibould  induce  the  House  to  give  it  this 
particular  distinction,  and  to  withhold  it 
from  all  others  ?  If  no  indignity  were  of- 
fered to  the  corporation  of  Dublin  by  the 
Irish  parliament,  who  would  not  receive 
their  petitions  through  any  other  medium 
l>ut  that  of  a  member  of  parliament,  how 
could  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
be  supposed  to  act  disrespectfully  towards 
them,  if  they  pursued  the  same  course  ? 
He  should  be  glad  to  know,  whether  the 
bon.  gentlemen  opposite,  who  seemed 
anxious  that  the  motion  ahoold  be  carried, 
intended  that  the  rule  should  >>e  universal, 
or  confined  to  this  particular  case  ?  If  it 
were  intended  to  be  restricted  to  this  sin-^ 
gle  case,  he  should  oppose  it;  because,  by 
j;rftBting  the  privilege  particularly  here. 
It  would  seem  as  if  there  were  something 
in  the  nature  of  tbe  Petition  itself,  that 
qansed  the  distinction. 

The  Chancdhr  qf  the  Exchequer,  in  what 
be  had  said,  was  not  at  all  influenced  by 
tbe  nature  of  tbe  Petition.  He  certainly 
i^isbed  it  to  be  understood,  that  the  per- 
mission was  not  to  extend  farther  than  tbe 
present  case. 

Mr.  Croker  was  anxious  that  the  Petition 
flioald  be  presented  at  the  bar,  by  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin ;  but  he  declared 
that  that  anxiety  did  not  take  any  colour 
from*  the  object  of  the  Petition^ t  was  not 
any  affiroot  to  the  oorppration  of  Dubiio, 


that  their  petitions  vvere  not  so  received 
by  tbe  Irish  parliament ;  because  it  was 
an  invariable  rule  with  them  not  to  receive 
petitions  except  through  a  member  of  par« 
iiament:  but  here  the  case  was  dififereot, 
for  another  course  was  permitted  to  the 
corporation  of  London  ;  and,  if  the  same 
privilege  were  refused  to  the  corporatioa 
of  Dublin,  they  might  feel  themselves  m 
little  lowered  in  the  estimation  of  the 
Houte.  The  countries  being  now  united, 
he  hoped  the  House  would  not  stamp 
Dublin,  and  through  Dublin,  Ireland,  with 
a  feeling  of  inferiority. 

The  cry  of  question  now  became  gene- 
ral, and  the  gallery  was  almost  cleared 
for  a  division,  when 

Mr.  Peel  observed,  Hhat,  as  the  Lord 
Mayor  was  entrusted  with  another  petition, 
it  would  probable  obviate  the  objection  if 
he  presented  that  first  By  this  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  nature  of  the  Petition  did 
not  influence  their  decision. 

Mr.  PoiMonby,  on  this  condition,  express- 
ed his  willingness  to  vote  for  tbe  motion. 

Mr.  Tiem^  said,  if  the  motion  weve 
agreed  to,  it  would  be  an  established  prin- 
ciple that  all  Petitions  from  the  corpora- 
tion of  Dublin,  should  be  presented  at 
the  bar  of  the  House  by  tbe  Lord  Mayor. 
Mr.  Croker  hddd,  the  indulgence  would 
be  tbe  same  as  that  extended  to  the  cor- 
poration of  London ;  which  was  always 
put  to  the  vote. 

Mr  Tiemey  thought  some  resolution 
ought  to  be  proposed,  to  set  the  question 
at  rest. 

Tbe  Speaker  observed,  that  the  letter  of 
thr  Lord  Mayor  mentioned  but  one  Peti- 
tion ;  if  the  House  chose  to  follow  the 
suggestion  of  tbe  hon.  gentleman,  the 
word  in  the  motion  should  be  *'  Petitions.'' 
Lord  Milion  said,  he  thought  they 
ought  not  to  confide  their  voteip  the  par* 
ticular  instaiice  then  before  them,  bat 
should  lay  down  some  general  rule.  As 
the  question  was  now  about  to  be  decided^ 
there  would  be  no  uniformity  in  the  prac« 
tice,  since  tbe  corporation  of  Dublin  might 
either  transmit  their  petitions  by  the  Lord 
Mayor,  or  by  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  as  they  pleased  themselves.    . 

Sir  Jetmee  Shaw  said,  as  the  right  of  the 
corporation  of  tbe  city  of  London  to  pre« 
sent  petitions  to  the  House  of  Commona, 
by  their  sheriffs,  seemed  to  be  questioned^ 
be  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  it  w^aa  their 
undoubted  privilege,  and  there  was  no 
authority  in  that  House  to  deny  it — (Cries 
of  Chair  i  chair!  Order!  order!) 
? 
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The  Speaker  begged  to  cell  ta  the  re- 
collection of  the  Hoose,  tbet  tbej  nerer 
oottkl  recogoite  a  prnrilege  in  any  body, 
to  knock  at  their  doora  and  demand  them 
to  be  opened— ^bat  was  a  right^which  be* , 
longed  only  to  the  crown.  On  reflection 
the  hon.  member  woak)  perceive  that  he 
bad  ffone  too  (kr  in  claiming  that  as  a  right 
whicn  was  solely  m  courtesy. 

Sir  /.  Skew  admitted  that  bU  expressions 
were  rather  too  strong.  He  only  metot 
to  state,  that  from  a  very  ancient  period, 
the  corporation  of  London  were  permitted 
to  present  their  petitions  to  parliament 
tbroogh  the  mediom  of  their  sheriffik 

The  motion  was  then  putiirom  the  chair; 
**  Petitions"  b^ing  substituted  for  the  word 
^  Petition." 

Mr.  fVyim  expatiated  on  the  mischiefs 
which  mi^ht  ensue  in  consequence  of  the 
chief  ma^strate  of  either  Dablin  or  Edin* 
burgh  being  obliged  to  lea?e  his  post,  for 
the  purpose  of  presenting  petitions  at  the 
bar  of  that  House.  / 

Mr.  Peel  obserfed,  Chat,  by  an  act  of 
parliament  of  his  present  Majesty,  in  case 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  was  obliged  to 

Eroceed  to  England  on  official  business, 
e  was  empowered  to  elect  a  locum  tenens 
from  amongst  those  who  had  filled  the 
office  of  chief  magis^te. 

Ix>rd  Cochrane  moved,  that  the  words 
"  and  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh," 
be  inserted  in  the  motion,  after  the  words 
''  Corporation  of  Dublin." 

Lord  A,  HamUon  seconded  this  amend- 
ment 

Lord  Caulerea^h  thought  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  dispose  of  such  a  proposi- 
tion, when  application  to  such  emct  was 
made  by  the  corporation  of  that  city. 

Mr.  Tieme^  obser?ed,  that  the  Scotch 
were  generally  thought  a  prudent  people, 
and  the  corporation  of  Edinburgh  would 
know  better  than  to  send  thdir  Provost  400 
miles  to  present  a  petition. 

This  amendment  was  pot  and  negatived ; 
after  which  the  original  motion  was  carried 
without  a  division. 

Tui  PaiNCX  Rboent's.  ANswl^  to  thk 

AooaSSS     RELATING    TO   TUB    WaR  WITH 

America.]  Lord  Casilereagh  reported  to 
the  House,  that  the  Prince  Regent  having 
been  attended  with  their  Address  of  Friday 
last,  was  pleased  to  receive  the  same  very 
gracioQsly»  and  to  give  the  ipllowing  An* 
swer: 

*«  Gentlemen, 

''  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  Address. 

(VOL.  XXIV.) 


''  It  affiirds  me  the  greatest  satisfaction 
to  find  that  my  endeavours  to  preserve 
peace  with  the  United  States  of  America  are 
justly  appreciated ;  and  that  your  deter- 
jnination  to  uphold  the  maritime  rights  of 
the  country  is  in  unison  with  my  own. 

*' Acting  upon  these  principles,  and 
aided  by  vour  support,  I  look  forward 
with  confidence  to  an  honourable  termi- 
nation of  the  war  in  which^I  have  been 
compelled  most  reluctantly  to  engage." 

Sir  Francis  Burdett's  Motion  rbs* 
PECTiNO  THE  RsGENCT.]  Sir  Froocii 
Bardeit  rose  and  spoke  to  the  following 
effect : 

In  rising.  Sir,  at  the  present  moment,  in 
pursuance  of  the  notice  which  I  gave  on  a 
former  evening,  I  feel  some  degree  of  em« 
barrassment  and  reluctance  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject  of  it ; 
after  that  attention  has  been  engaged,  and 
in  a  great  measure  exhauiited,  by  the  pro- 
tracted discussion  of  otheV  qeestions.  If 
will  not  be  necessary  for  roe,  however,  to 
trespass  long  upon  its  patience,  because 
the  proposition  I  have  to  submit  appears 
to  me  so  plain  and  simple,  that  little  ar- 
gument, and  lew  arguments  will  be  neces- 
sary to  conrince  ^ntlemen  of  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  it,  althouffh  at  this  time 
I  feel  that  I  have  to  contend  with  greater 
difficulties  than  I  should  have,  experienced 
at  any  other  period.  In  every  point  of 
view  in  which  this  subject  can  be  survey- 
ed, it  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  toe  high* 
eftt  importance,  affecting  the  great  consti- 
tutional interesu  of  the  country ;  involv- 
ing the  restoration  of  the  honour,  the  dig- 
nity,  and  the  security  of  the  throne,  as 
well  as  the  safety  and  the  legal  govern* 
ment  of  its  subjects.  It  is  not  without 
having  endeavoured  upon  various  previous 
occasions  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  and  of  the  indivi- 
duals composing  the  administration  of  the 
country,  to  this  question ;  it  is  not  without 
having  repeatedly,  but  in  vain,  attempted 
to  induce  some  other  individual  of  mor^ 
weight  and  influence  than  I  can  pretend 
to  possess,  to  bring  it  forward ;  it  is  not 
without  having  twice,  but/in  vain,  pro^ 
posed  Addresses  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
upon  a  matter  so  deeply  interesting  to  his 
family,  to  his  throne,  and  to  his  people^ 
that  I  at  length  have  ventured  upon  a  task 
to  which  I  feel  myself  ^o  unequal.  Find- 
ing none. willing  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  burden,  I  may  be  excused,  if  I  have 
considered  it  an  imperioos  duty  I  owed  te 

(2Z) 
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tkm  people  of  Great  B#ftaiii|  to  eM  the  tt* 
lenliaa  of  parliftmeDt  to  a  subject  of  the 
weigfatiett  magaitmle. 

It  appears,  ihen^  lo  me,  that  nelent  en- 
erooehmeots  have  been  made  upon  the 
troe  principles  aad  frame  of  the  censtite* 
1km  of  this  country,  by  those  measures 
tbat  have  been  adopted  in  consequence  of 
the  nofortonate  affliction  nader  which  his 
Majesty  ia  suffbriof.  The  first  encroach* 
ment  occorred  in  the  year  17y8»  the  whole 
of  which  proceedings  always  appeared  to 
me  an  onwarrantabte  departure  from  the 

rinciples  of  the  coostitotion,  and  thoogh 
aboqld  be  unwiUing  to  introduce  any 
personal  animadversions,  thoogh  I  do  not 
wish  to  atiribnte  blaaae  to  any  indWidoal, 
jret  I  eaopot  a?oid  in  general  terms  assert- 
ing that  these  proceedings  seemed  to  roe 
lo  originate  in  ihe  violence  of  fiiction,  and 
|o  hare  been  supported  and  adopted  with 
»o  other  view  than  to  keep  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  party  then  in  once,  without 
eoy  regard  to  the  interesU  of  the  state,  or 
respect  to  the  legal  government  of  the 
country.  At  that  period  the  censtitu^ 
lional  an?  safe  though  not  the  successlVil 
doctrine,  was  maintatned  on  the  one  side, 
that  upon  failure  of  the  capacity  of  the 
person  filling  the  throne,  the  exercise  of 
the  functions  of  royalty  immediately  de- 
volved upon  the  heir  apparent.  On 'the 
other  hand  this  simpb  aad  obvious  posi- 
tion was  denied,  and  it  was  insisted  that 
the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  had  no 
more  right  to  the  govemmentof  the  na- 
tion than  any  other  subject  in  the  King's 
dominions.  In  the  strict  legal  accepta- 
tion of  the  word  «  right,'  there  certainly 
was.  HO  right,  because  there  was  no  law, 
and  where  there  is  no  law  there  can  be  no 
fight;  but  upon  parity  of  reasoning; 
upon  every  principle  of  propriety  and  ex- 
pediency, there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
liae  of  conduct  that  ought  to  be  pursued  3 
nothing  could  be  more  obvions  than  to 
fallow  that  example,  to  which  the  faction 
seemed  blind,  that  had  been  set  at  the 
gbrioua  Revolution  in  1688.  If  the  pro- 
ceedings of  parliament  had  been  governed 
by  that  wholesoaie  precedent,  ministers 
would  not  have  been  allowed  for  five 
nM>Qths  to  take  into  ibeir  own  hands  the 
government  of  the  ooontry,  instead  of  an 
odious  oligarchy  for  that  period  being 
nsorped  by  the  executive,  there  would 
have  been  no  suspension  of  the  powers  of 
the  crown,  no  departure  fi^m  the  leading 
primciples  of  the  conatttotion.  Tlie  siepa, 
kowever^  taken  ia  IWS  wane  juatified  on 
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the  ptea  of  necessity.  I  have  been  al- 
ways taught  to  beKeve  that  the  exercise 
of  the  functions  of  the  crown  formed  aw 
essential  part  of  the  constitotion ;  I  have 
been  always  taught  to  believe  that  there 
are  two  grand  leiMling  priaciplee  that  m* 
vern«  in  my  opinion,  the  whole  of  thb 
<|aestion :  Firsts  that  the  powers  and  pro* 
rogatives  annexed  by  the  common  law  t» 
the  crown,  and  whidi  I  oonceive  to  be  on- 
<|Bestionable,  descend  by  hereditary  sac* 
cession,  and  not  by  election :  Second,  that 
its  powers  ase  never  s«spen4td ;  the  fhne^ 
tions  of  royahy  never  cease,  for  if  they 
were  for  any  period  terminated  it  woohi 
be  a  destruction  of  one  part  of  the  three 
essential  branches  of  the  constitution,  and 
a  total  dissolution  of  the  legal  government: 
ilt  the  period  to  which  I  have  referred,  it 
appears  to  me  that  these  two  great  leading 
principles  were  imnecessarily  a|id  nnvrar- 
rantahly  departed  Ifom. 

The  great  danger  reselling  from  once 
admitting  the  plea  of  necessity  Is  obvioner 
from  subsequent  experience,  for  in  the 
year  1810  this  mischievous  precedent  wee 
followed,  when  I  had  the  honour,  though 
unsuccessfully,  of  resisting  it  thronghout, 
and  of  sopporting  the  principles  for  which 
I  now  contend.  In  laro  tho  vielent 
usurpation  was  renewed,  and  that  which 
ought  to  have  been  considered  as  a-beaeoB 
to  warn  ministers  from  a  dangerous  coast 
was  mistaken  for  a  sure  light  to  guide  them 
in  safety  to  harbour.  Unfortonately,  from 
the  evidence  of  the  physicians,  we  know 
that  during  the  interval  between  1788  and 
1810  his  Majesty  wee  sonsetimes  in  a  state 
of  mind  that  rendered  him  incompetent 
to  the  consideration  of  those  important 
matters  of  policy  that  naturally  devolvn 
upon  the  sovereign,  and  the  person  whose 
duty  it  was  to  submit  them  to  the  King,, 
abstained  firom  so  doing  in  conseqoenon 
of  the  distraction  of  the  toyal  facultieaw 
To  what  degree  insanity  existed:  how 
for  mmisters  presumed,  under  colour  of 
the  royal  authority,  to  exercise  the  powefs 
of  majesty  at  a  time  when  the  heeupant 
of  the  throne  was  unable  to  discharge  the 
duties  annexed  to  thai  exalted  atalien,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  say,  but  I  cannot  help 
asserting,  that  from  the  tesiimOBiy  of  the 
physicians  there  Is  strong  ground  so  he* 
iieve  that  the  government  ef  the  natiow 
was  ^carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  King 
by  his  servants  at  a  time  when  one  branch 
of  the  constitution  was  incapacitated  by 
disease  when  the  situation  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  nMd  4iA  act  peraiit  him  to  per* 
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forn  (M  mpMrUint  doties  appertaiokig  io 
bis  bif  h  office.  Tbiw,  then,  there  »pjp«ftr 
to  ba?e  been  twa  rioieRi  deriations  from 
the  esteUiibed  principles  of  the  coosfcita- 
lioo  of  s€ich  a  nature,  I  .contend*  as  to  be 
mibvorsive  of  the  ioteresu  of  tbe  throne 
•nd  destrHCiire  of  the  secnrity  of  the  sub* 
^U  Tbd  miierable  fiction  which  was 
ir«sorled  to  on  those  occations»  that  which 
baa  beett  Tery  justly  denominated  the 
phantom  of  rcyalty^  Meeting  and  appoiaV 
iBf  an  esecDtite  oiagislraite^  waa  a  deoep* 
lioa  too  weak  to  deceive  the  most  super- 
ficial obierver  :  t^  my  oMod  it  seemed  a 
most  uaneceuary  consecration  of  an  act 
Completely  illegaU  to  induce  the  Lord 
Cbancellor^  wilboui  any  adeqoatjs  au^ho* 
rity«  lo  siffix  tbe  great  seal,  thereby  pr^* 
iending.to  give  the  royal  approbation  to  a 
ttMasure  of  which  the  King  could  have  no 
possible  cognizance. 

I  could  certainly  urge  many  reaaans 
thai  with  peculiar  force  call  upon  the 
House  at  |he  present  oaoment  to  come  to 
a  decision  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding 
OB  a  oontingeaoy  which  is  possible, 
tbouf^,  perhaps,  not  probable,  md  which 
if  not  pro? ided  against  may  again  place 
tb6  country  in  thatsituati^in  which  it 
Ifottld  be  deprived  of  all  legal  govern- 
■aunt,  in  which  the  naajority  of  this  House 
fuight,usurp  and  retain  all  the  powersvthat 
be^g  to  the  crown ;  my  object  is  lo  6re* 
umi  on. future  ocoasiona  tbtt  lawless  as* 
snmptioa  of  authority,  to  destroy  that 
|H«teBce  of  necessity  .which  it  is  plain 
neifer  existed ;  because,  in  truth,  by  the 
ooiMtitution  of  the  empire*,  a  choice,  in- 
d«ed  many  chokes^  of  Jegsd  remedies  re*> 
isinrirt^  This  illegal  mode' of  proceeds 
inf  was^  however,  resoJved  uqMO,  iuid  tbe 
House  not  ouly  M>ok  upot«  itself  to  nomo> 
iuae:the  ezecuUv e  magistrate-^«ot  onlv, 
on  its  own  authorityV  rosobred  to  supply 
•  tbrooe,  which  I  insist  was  noti  and  never 
could  be  vacant««<bttt  it  went  atill  fur^r, 
Md  usurped  thf  power  of  declarmg  that 
coatfiflbiofis  should  he  placed  upon  th^ 
fMraan  ibey  selected  to  JiuvMl'witbsome 
of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Cirofwii,  all  of 
wthieh  were  bestowed  by  the  oommofi 
btlv  ior  the  beoefit  of  the  people.  They 
fNPOceeded  so  far  in  their  assumpUon  of 
nnthority,  tbat  the  Prince  of  WalM  was 
swwiUiuf  »  under  such  conditions,  to  tube 
•pon  himself  .the  tisk  of  got«riiment«  In 
tbat  ablelettor  nrrkleo  by  bie  Ror  a1  Hi|^ 
neiain  tbo  year  j7tt8,  in. which  be  so  £•> 
tinsttly,  aooorateiy^  apd^|»erapficuoualy  de« 
finud  .Ihft  psinpyiii-  <tf >  ^t^  jtunstitutimi. 
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airi-  the  insormouotabU  objectiots  uEiatr 
log  in  his  mind  to  the  mode  of  proceed* 
tng  suKgeated,  he  at  length  consents  to 
act  as  Regent,  with  no  other  view  than 
putting  a  period  to  the  anarchy  tbat  pre* 
vailed>  conceiving  that  the  evils  resulting 
from  this  line  of  conduct  would  be  less 
than  those  that  might  arise  from  tbe  con* 
tioued  abe^Mice  of  the  third  branch  of 
the  constitution :  he  accepted  the  kingly 
power,  mutilated  as  it  was,  rather  than 
permit  the  constitution  to  be  further 
mutilated*  I  have  said,  that  I  could  urg# 
reasons  tbat  peculiarly  call  upon  tbi 
House  to  adopt  a  measure  like  tba^  which 
i  shall  have  the  honour  of  auggestiagi 
but  I  am  unwilling  now  to  enter,  into  any 
arising  from  peculiarities  of  situation^  I 
shall  lei^ve  the  minds  of  gentlemen  to^Uf^ 
gest  those  inducomenU,  only  entroatiilf 
thei|i  to  recollect,  that  the  greatest  evilj 
the  most  dreadful  calamity  that  the  his* 
tory  of  this  country  presents,  arose  out  of 
a  dispute  regarding  the  succession  of  the 
Grown,  and  that  by  not  decidedly  main- 
taioing  the  constitution  as  it  has  been 
happily  established  in  this  respect#  coo* 
sequences  equally  fatal,  calamities  equally 
horrible  may  again  be  endured.  My  ob<f 
ject  is  to  guard  aguinit  sucb  droadful 
reeulu,  and  the  House  b  called  upoftby  a 
proper  sense  of  itt  duty  to  guard  th« 
peoplo  of.  these.  :renlnM  agaioat  ciceum«> 
stances  that  may  enable  the  .minister  of 
tbe  day,  on  a  pretended  plea  of  neeeseity^ 
to  subvert  the  cenititution,  and  usurp 
the  government  of  the  country.  Such, 
Sir,  is  tbe  object  of  the  miatioa  with  wbicb 
I  flball  conclude^  but  at  the  same  time  I 
have  taken  cere,  by  the  seneral  teirms  I 
bave-employod,  not.to  Ite  down  the  House 
to  eay  distmet  preposition,  that  ma.y  to 
wenpfjeer  nbeessary,  and  ufhieh^  1  ^al4 
feel  it  my  duty  to  suggest**  fily  motion 
will  simply  ho  for  leave  to  bring'  in  a  BiU 
"  to.  pr^^tide  against  any  biterruptien-  in 
tbe  exeioise  of  the  royal  aathorily  ^  in  the 
event  of  the  death  .of  this.- royal  higbaesft 
tbe  PriMle  BoflraWdttring  tbo  conftimip 
ance  of  his  Mieesty's  maledy ;"  but  I 
h(we  no  hestbition  in:ttating>  tbetin  my 
view,  it  will  be  right  16  givia  to  tboBogeni 
powers  aa  unconhrohled  as  those  that  be* 
long  to  the  King  bimself :  the  prineiffrlsa 
qpon  which  I  codDeive  this  stop  sboilld.bo 
taken  is,  that  the  incapaoity  proceeding 
fcem  inaanity  is  bke  every  .other  specie 
of  incapacity,  even  that  of  personal  ^bsdas^ 
en  utiec  Taoating  of  ftbo  gdvemment* . 
.  I  havr  atiiny%  Str^  undentood  tbhttbd 
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offiee  of  king  is  not  according  to  the  cbn- 
atitution  rested  for  the  benefit  of  the  indi- 
Tidaal  filling  the  throne,  bat  that  it  is  a 
trust  exercised  for  the  advantage  of  the 
people,  and  in  this  view  it  is  of  great  con* 
sequence  that  it  should  never  cease :  it  is 
a  principle  which  none  of  the  gentleeaen 
of  the  long  robe  (of  whom  we  Imve  many 
in  this  House)  wiildispate^  that  the  crown, 
according  to  the  common  law,  knows  nei- 
ther infancy  nor  insanity,  or  any  other 
CMise  that  can  incapacitate  the  person 
holding  it  to  ^iischarge  his  important 
duties,  and  if  such  cause  do  exist,  it  must 
be  viewed  in  the  same  light,  and  treated 
in  the  tame  way,  as  the  natural  death  of 
the  monarch.  If  insanity  should  unhtfp- 
pily  Tisit  the  sovereign,  the  authority,  I 
iubmit,  by  the  law  of  the  land,  imme- 
diately devolves  upon  the  successor,  with- 
out the  interference,  much  lesa  without 
the  election  of  any  set  of  persons  that  may 
be  anxious  to  usurp  powers  that  to  them 
do  not  befbng.  Such  la  the  plain,  obrioos, 
simple,  and  legal  mode  of  proceeding, 
which  will  meet  all  postible  circum- 
ataoces,  and  preserve  the  various  branches 
of  the  constitotioD  independent  of  each 
other. 

It  would  be  idle  iiP«ne  to  occupy  the 
atteakbii  of  the  House,  by  noticing  the 
many  vague  reports  that  have  been  circu- 
lated, with  regard  to  my  intentions  and 
objeet  in  bringing  forward  the  present 
motion.  Some  persons  have  regarded  it 
as  if  I  Were  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  hosti- 
lity towards  hi9  royal  highims  the  Prince 
Regent.  I  can  safely  say,  t^at  I  am 
influenced  by  no  such  feeling,  and  that, 
ill  ali  L  have  ever  said  or  done  iu  public, 
I  have  been  actumtttd  by-  a  sentiment  of 
respect  ftnr  hi»  Royal  Highness,  a  respect 
proceeding  from  my  cot^dence  ia  those 
public  prinApl«B  to  which  he  had  prefer^' 
red  his  attachment ;  «nd  my  convictioif 
that  his  Royal  Highness  was  as  i14»-tKeated 
«s  any  object  in  the  King^e  dominions* 
1  tbouffht  1  sivw  in  him  a  wish  to  unite 
tnore'closely  the  eomihon  interests  of  the 
tfare>flle  and  the  people,  a  desire  of  build- 
isf  the  honour  of  the  former  on  its  only 
pennanent  and  solid  basis,  the  affections 
of  hb^eabjeots.  I  looked  upmi  him  as  the 
fnmd  and  advocate  of  thiMe  principles 
wtiieh  his  fiMiily  waa  called  into  thisceoo- 
try  to  maintain*;  i  indulged  the  hope  that 
he  woald  pfOve  the  restoret  of  the  nation 
to  thai  safety  and  prosperity  which  il^r- 
merly  enjoyed^  thai  its  liberties  ^wcrulli 
have. beea cherished  bf^  bis  tetariog  piro- 
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tection,  that  his  reign  would  have  been 
blessed  by  those  who  happened  to  liv^ 
under  it,  and  regarded  by  posterity  with 
gratitude  and  veneration.  These,  Sir,  are 
the  only  feelings  I  ever  indulged,  amd 
these  are  the  only  feelings  I  now  enter- 
tain ;  and  for  the  motion  1  ^ow  oflfer,  I 
have  the  authority  of  hit  Royal  Highpesa 
himself,  and  I  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
read  a  passage  from  that  excellent  and 
eloquent  letter  written  by  him,  in  1788, 
to  brinff  forward  an  advocate  in  this  cause 
infinitely  more  able  to  do  it  justice  than 
m  vself.  In  that  production  the  Prince  of 
Wales  puts  the  argument  in  so  strong,  to 
clear,  and  so  admirable  a  manner,  that  I 
cannot  forbear  stating  a  part  of  it  to  the 
House.  He  sayt ,  "  the  Winee  holds  it  at 
an  undoubted  and  fundamental  principle 
of  the  conttitution,  that  the  powers  and 
prerogativet  of  the  crown  are  vested  in 
trust  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and 
they  are  secured  only  as  being  necessary 
to  preserve  that  poise  and  balance  of  the 
constitution,  upon  which  experience  haa 
shewn,  depend  the  true  security  and  li- 
berty of  the  subject."  His  Royal  High- 
ness then  goes  on  to  state  the  mischiefs 
that  must  inevirtably  result  from  nrotalat- 
tng  the  prevogiatives  of  the  crown,  and 
exciting  suspicioil  in  the  mind  of  the  mo- 
narch ;  he  also  makes  various  other  cooa- 
plamts,  and  he  declares  that  nothing  4>iit 
the  anxious  desire  he  feels  to  put  an  emd 
to  the  anarchy  then  prevailing,  could  ia* 
duce  him  to  overcome  his  objections,  and 
to  try  that  experiment  which  he^  depre- 
cates, '<  with  how  little  power  the  execu- 
tive govermneat  of  th^  country  aaay  he 
carri^  on.''  Unfortunately,  tiace  the 
date  of  this  letter,  another  experiment  haa 
been  tried  in  hk  perion,  uflider  Cffceoi- 
stanees  .auMt  dfsretpeetfiil  to  his  Royal 
Highiwss,  and  more  injurious  to  thepoh- 
lie :  to  prevent,  th^efere,  the  recurreace 
of  such  eventa ;  to  provide  against  con- 
tingenciet;  to  preaetre  that  '^polaeaad 
balance  of  the  coostttation  upon  which  ex« 
perience  bat  thewn  depends  the  true  te-> 
cuHty  and  Hberty  of  the  sol^ect,''  and  t» 
defeat  the  ueurpations  of  the  legifl4ature,  ha 
oppesitioa  to  a  particular  statute,  by 
wbich  Che  penalties  of  a  prflemaaira  am 
incurred  by  those  who  attempt,  to  paaa 
any  measure  without  the  consent  of  the 
King,  is  mv  design.  I  with  to  interpaoe 
such  a  Bill  that  parliament  shall  nev<to 
pass  any  meaeurai  and  on  itir  own^smhok 
rity  order  the  ohaneellor  to  affix  what  1 
mutttaflith»cauaierfciigffaatfaal  tait^ 
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for  the  purpoie  of  ginng  it  tn  aa^erity 
•nd  sanctity  which  does  not  and  never 
can  belong  to  it.  It  would  bare  been,  I 
thmky  roocb  more  becoming  to  have  sop* 
ported  the  enactment  on  the  anthority  of 
the  legislatDre,  without  resorting  to  trick 
and  chicanery  for  its  maintenance. 
<  Various,  Sir,  ar^  the  reasons  that  impel 
me  to  bring  forward  this  proposition ; 
but  if  it  be  true,  as  is  pretty  generally  be* 
lieved,  that  certain  great  indrridufeils,  by 
d^rent  means,  4o  place  their  dependents 
in  this  House,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  dou* 
ble  importance,  that  a  Bill  shoirid  be  pass* 
•d  to  restrain  such  individuals  from  usurp- 
ing and  exercising  illegal  power ;  to  re- 
more  a  new  motive  for  ambition;  to 
sihew  that  the  crown  is  not  to  become  the 
prey  of  greedy  cormorants,  and  that  fac* 
tions  must  not  hope  to  deck  themselves  in 
the  trappings  of  royalty.  What,  there* 
fore,  I  should  propose  would  be,  that  the 
powers  now  exercised  by  the  iSrince  Re* 
gent,  should,  in  ease  of  the  death  or  disa- 
bility  of  his  Rojral  Highness,  be  exercised 
by  the  heir  to -the  crown,  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales.  I  know  not  whether 
gentlemen  have  any  objection  to  this  mode 
of  proceeding,  or  whether  they  think  her 
llo3ral  Highness  an  unfit  person  to  wield 
the  sceptre  in  case  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  I  oonfess  I  see  no  reason 
le  the  contrary;  but  I  shall  mei^ly  sob* 
nit  the  motion,  and  nfter  leave  has  been 
given  that  the  Bill  shall  be  breu^t  in,  I 
•hall  lewve  it  to.  the  House  to  modify  it  as 
they  conceive  will  be  most  conducive  to  the 
pubtie  interest.  All  I  wish  is>  that  he- 
tkms  shobld  not  have  the  power  to  fill  the 
tkrone  with  whomsoever  they  please,  and 
Hauler  what  conditions  they  please.  I  wish 
to  evoid  consequences  to  which  we  have 
been  exposed,  at  least  by  want  of  fore- 
sight^ if  not  by  sometliing  worse.  I  pre* 
•Bme  I  shall  not  be  told  by  the  gentlemen 
el  the  long.robethatthe  princess  Char- 
lotto  of,  Wales  i^  not  of  sufficient  age,  be- 
cause the  common  law,  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  crown,  knows  no  infency,  and 
granSi  maybe  produced,  made  by  cbildten 
in  suchsitoations,  4hat  have  been  held  by 
lawyers  to  be  absolutely  binding:  these* 
eufity  the  poblic  ^require  is,  that  there 
ebatl  always  be  an  executive  government, 
sealous  in  tbe  discharge  of  its  duties,  and 
teeponeible,  not  only  for  the  acts  done, 
hat  for  the  advice  they  give.  But  there 
havo'  been  Bills  for  regemcies  on  certain 
oocaskins,  in  which  it  was  provided,  that 
Ihie  hiogw^ueensltottM  have  apartkHrtar 


cooncil  tin  he  or  she  came  to  a  certain  asek 
These,  however,  were  provisions  totally 
distinct  from  those  to  which  his  royal 
highnes»  the  Prince  Regent  has  been  sob* 
jected  after  he  had  attained  a  full  maturity 
of  age.  The  eouotry  never  before  heani 
of  such  a  regency,  except  the  auempt  of 
1788.  .  It  has  been  indeed  enacted  for 
particular  purposes,  ia  the  reigns  of 
Henry  8,  and  Philip  and  Mary,  that 
the  full  age  of  the  soocessorsto  the  crown 
shall  be  18  in  the  nifles  ;  and  in  the  fe* 
males  10,  in  the  one  case,  and  15  in  the 
other.  But  there  is  no  occasion  to  dwell 
upon  these  cases,^a8  the  princess  Chariotto 
of  Wales  is  in  her'  1 8th  year ;  and  therefore, 
by  the^tdmission  on  all  hands,  either  is,  or 
will  very  soon  be,  of  age,  to  exercise  the 
royal  functions.  In  the  event  of  the  death 
of  the  King,  and  of  the  Prince  Regent,  no 
one  can  doubt  bet  the  royal  power  would 
descend  open  her,  without  iu  being  in  the 
power  of  that  House  to  prevent  it.  It  may 
be  alleged,  however,  that  his  royal  higb« 
ness  the  Prince  Regent  may  have  bmIo 
issue/-4)et  from  the  disunion  which  at 
present  exists  in  the  royal  fomily^  and 
which  is  greatly  to  be  laroented,  soch  aa 
event  is  for  from  being  probable.  It  may 
likewise  be  sud  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  any  such  regulation  as  that  which  I  am 
about  to  propose ;  but  I  trust  the  Heuio 
will  not  think  that  those  mattors,  which 
even  in  privato  familtea  are  not  left  to  the 
frail  contingency  of  hmnan  lifo,  ought  to 
be  left  to  such  a  contingency,  in  cases  of 
so  much  greater  importance.  We  have 
already  experienced  the  mischief  result-^ 
ing  from  the  wttit  of  a  fixed  rule*  to  fol* 
low  :  and  it  is  our  duty  to  prevent  the  n^ 
corrence  of  those  contests  in  which  the 
power  of  the  crown  was  torn  in  pieces  for 
privato  and  factioua  purposes.^  And  f  . 
trost.  Sir,  I  may  depend  upon-having  theser 
with  me  who  supported  the  doctrine  once 
coatooded  fbir  by  the.  lato  Mr.  Vox, 
namely,  that  the  crown  of  righti  in  ca«jBa 
of  the  incapacity  of  the  reignine  sove-^ 
reign,  devolves  upon  tbe  heir :  and  I  may 
also  hope  for  tbe  concurrenoeof  those  who 
opposed  that  doctrine;  foir  in  the  prol}eed« 
ings  which  they  adopted,  tbey^  acknow* 
lodged  that  they  departed  firom  the  strict 
roles  of  the  conHitutioo;  but  pleaded  ne* 
cessity  as  their  apology.  Hien,  Sir,  it  ff 
surety  their  duty  to  prevent  eocti  a  necee» 
sity  fmn  again  recorriilg.  The  dan|^ 
'to  the  crown  from  the  late  procaediftgsj 
in  regard  to  the  Regency,  mutt  be  ob^ 
vious.    Tbe  «#a  Houses  diiadoilheChan* 
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cellor  to  put  th*  Mai  io  aa  iiMtniineAl«|i- 
poiQiing  a  p«noo  to  fxerciM  Uie  royal 
fiiooions;  and  tbia  ihe^  callad  giving  the 
royal  aaaent  to  ihafe  lAstrmneiit.  Now* 
SUr>  wbat  U  tbera  to  prevent  their  making 
»  sijiiilar  uie  of  the  great  ae^,  if  they  cboae 
It,  to  alter  the  deacent  of  the  crov? n  l-^ 
iiay>  auch.a  thing  was  in  fact  done  by  the 
parliament  of  Pari/i  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
i.  If  (he  principle  it  oaoe  admitted, 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  mischief  that  may 
follow.  In  the  interregnum  ^hat  took 
slace  noi  long  ago,  they  might  h«ve  ^« 
ued  the  seal  to  hilU  of  pains  and  penaW 
ties.  The  danger  both  to  the  crown  and 
iha  subject  is  imminaBi ;  and  the  Hooae 
^ght  not  to  shut  their  eyes  to  that  danger, 
bul  proYido  against  it.  My  only  oi^ectt  ia 
to  preserve  the  coiasliitution*  I  do  qoi 
wish  to  ejtcite  any  oonuntion.  My  aole 
view  is  to  induce  the  House  to  be  pce^ 
pared, X and  not  to  wait. till  the  necessity 
oomea  upon  them,  like  an.  armed  vMm, 
and  forees  them  to  sphveH  instead  of  op* 
holding  the  royal  authority.  It  is  my 
wish  to  pceyent^he  recurrence  ef  the  dire 
necessity  of  a|^  raising  tlia  hideona 
pl^ntom  which  was  coi^uceU  up  on  a  lata 
occasion  by  the  two  Houses,  t0  assist  them 
10  their  distreasi— 'a  phantom  which  re* 
minded  ona  of  the  phantom  described  by 
Ibe  P^t»^  • 

«<  If  ilMpa  it  niglit  as  sailed  vtf  ok  d»pe  bad'BMe 
**  Pt»lifiigni«haMe  m  menb^,  joiot,  orhoiki 
*'  And  oa  its  bead  a  kingly  crowo  it  wore. 
'<  While  in  iti  haocl  it  shook  a  dreadful  dart:" 

But  instead  of  the  dan,  the- phantom 
wbitch  we  bage  conjured  up  tabea  a  fatal 
aeal ;  a  seal  eertamly  notlass,  deadly  i» 
(b^.conititutien  than  the  darl  of  the  poe^'a 
pbanMun  to  human  life.  Ia  4be  gt eat  copr 
i^ituuonal  principles, wUoh  I  an  desiroaa 
of eatabUibing, I aiftawMofiod by  the  aor 
(hority  jof  ihK  Pffinea  ile|^nt  himself  add 
^  that  )of  thetoyaiiamtfyf  .forisiBwaU 
knowi^:  that  m  ISIQ^.tbe  feyal  dob^idid 
imtest^gainatthe  prdioe^ings  adep^  at 
thai  tipie^  aivl  wire  aeyiled,  inthegrom^ 
esl  manneTi  on  that  aocount^  by  the  mi* 
nisteriai  wriless,  who  osilled  them  the  Col* 
la^  of  Princess  and  made  use  of  other 
abusive  terms^  though  the  royal  dakasw 
boAh  as  subjects,  am  as  persons  nearly 
aaaneeted  with  the  thvane,  weae  perfectly 
jastified  in  the  step  which  they  toole  eo 
that  etecasiiHi.  Conaidnringr  Sir,  that  the 
House  thas  been  exhausted  by  ao  much 
previous  hoamess,  I  wiH  not  dwell  longar 
w  the  a«ih|aa(^  iM  do  tAQmM'wt^  it  to  be 


iSr  Mr^mek  Bmr^'s  ffifiiom 


[71f 


necessary  a  *^  in  rebus  noa  dubiis  argo* 
menUim  non  necessarium/'  But  I  cannot 
help  making  one  further  observation  be? 
ibre  I  sit  down,  which  is,  that  it  appears  te 
be  the  intention  to  keep  the  crown  alwajFa 
in  a  stale  of  pupilage  to  the  oligarchy  in  tms 
House;  for  in  ihe  Kegency  Act  to  which 
I  hare  so  often  adverted,  it  was  provided, 
that,  in  the  event  of  its  being  necessary  to 
appaint  another  regency*  the  Hou^;|hall 
meet  and  lake  the  proper  steps  for  ihai 
purpose.  My  object  is  to  prevent  the  ne^ 
oessi^  of  this,  and  to  palt  it  bejpoad  the 
p^wer  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  te 
remiter  the  royal  aalhority  subservient  to 
their  will,  and  to  parcel  it  out  as  they  may 
think  iNToper.  I  shall  conchide»  Sir,  wiUi 
onoving,  «« That  leave  be  given  te  bnng  in 
a  Billy  to  provide  against  any  ioiemptien 
of  the  exereiae  of  the  royal  authority,  in 
the  event  of  the  death  of  his  myal  high* 
■ess  the  Prince  Regent,  daring  tae  cooti* 
nuance  of  his  Mi^tg^'a  malady/' 
Lord  Cboifianc  aeconded  the  niotioQ« 
Mr.  MaUmni  highly  approved  of  the 
ope»  and  candid  manntf  in  which  the  boa 
baronet  had  sabmilted  his  motioate  the 
House.  The  hon.  baronet  bad  rested  it 
on  a  jfew  plain  propositionf ,,  and  had  very 
properly  kefit  oat  of  view  every  thieg  net 
connoted  with  his  siAject.  It  would  not, 
tksrafiMre,  be  neoeasarv  for  him  to.tafce  up 
much  of  the  tiaM  of  the  Hoose,.io  sisaing 
the  reasona  why  it  appeared  te  him  that 
the  suoestienaef  the  hea»  baronet  ought 
not  to  W  adopted.  The  hon.  baranet  Im^ 
in  bia  ofiimon»  ataled  Ihe  difficukiea  le 
which  they  had  been  formerly  reduced  in 
miuoh  tee  atroo|(  colours.  It  appeared  le 
him,,  that  the  dsKsoasion  of  the  sid^eot  wis 
altegeth^  unnecessary,  and  that  there' 
fiare  it  oc^ht  te  be  avoided.  It  wooU  be 
impiessiblato  agitate  the  queation,.wiihoat 
raising  again  all  the  passions  whic)t.tbe 

Juestion  had  formerly  called  into  Hciiank 
'hiawaanota  desirable  otyect^and  the 
matter  ought  to  be  allowed  to  rest  till  the 
necessity  of  the  case  shoeld  eaji  fiat  it^ 
When  th#  necessity  abould  arisen  the 
Hease  would  agaip,  upon  a  review  of  aB 
the  circomsasnce%  exercise  a  sound  dis» 
oration.  No  general  fijced  provisioii  bad 
ever  been  made  against  the  event  of  aueh 
a  malady  as  that  by  which  his  preaeet 
Afitfesty  was  visited:  ner  had  any  one 
been,  pointed  oat  as  the  person  with 
vrtiom  the  royal  antfaarity  shoeU'resti* 
such  a  case.  These  were  eventa  whicit 
mast  be  dealf  with  aooarding.  to  the  pe» 
cnliev  chrcamaleeeie'ef  nacfa  oaiaAeiid  the 
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two  Hoiis«f  of  Parlltment  were  the  best 
jodgea  of  what  wat  fyropof  to  be  done  on 
8«ch  oeeMtom.  The  bos.  baronot  ap* 
paared  to  tbmk  that  the  heir  to  the  cfowo 
hud  a  sort  of  right  to  exerciae  the  royal 
avihoritjr,  in  the  eteot  of  sdcb  an  iater* 
niplion  to  the  regal  fliDCtiom  at  that  to 
which  he  had  adverted.  That,  bow- 
e?er,  was  a  oiieftioiit  which  might  now 
be  considered  as  at  treat.  Whatertr 
doaUs  there  might  formerly  have  existed 
on  the  sobject,  none  tacn  were  stated 
during  the  progress  of  the  .last  Regency 
Bill.  The  only  question  then  was,  whe- 
ther they  should  follow  the  example  of 
the  time  of  the  Revolution,  by  calling  a 
person  to  the  exercise  of  the  royal  autho- 
rity by  a  mere  vote  of  the  House,  or  have 
recourse  to  that  more  solemn  form  of  pn^ 
ceeding  whi^h  had  been  at  length  adopt- 
ed. As  to  the  restrictions,  that  was  mere  ly 
a  question  of  prudence  at  the  particular 
time,  and  under  the  particular  circum* 
stances ;  and  he  did  not  see  that  there  was 
any  ground  for  the  apprehensions  at  one 
time  expressed  by  his  Royal  Highness, 
and  the  royal  dukes.  The  case  of  the 
ilemise  of  the  sovereign  was  totally  a  dif- 
ferent matter.  That  'was  an  event  which 
had  been  provided  for  by  law ;  but  he 
aaw  no  reason  for  making  a  fixed  provision 
against  the  occurrence  of  such  caset  as 
that  of  the  calamity  with  which  his  pre- 
sent Majesty  was  visited.  It  might  be 
•afely  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  provide  against 
auch  cases  as  they  occurred.  There  was 
no  necessity,  therefore,  for  entering  upon 
the  discussion ;  and  without  a  strong  ne- 
cessity the  subject  ought,  in  bis  mind,  not 
to  be  agitated.  The  hon.  baronet  had  re- 
presented the  Regency  proceeding  as  a 
factious  contest  for  power;  and  if  such- 
was  his  opinion  why  should  he  wish  to  re- 
vive such  angry  feelings  ?  There  was  ano- 
ther objection  to  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
baronet.  He  rather  thought  that  it  could 
Act  be  received  by  the  House,  unless  it 
came  recommended  by  the  crown.  If 
smy  such  measure  was  thought  necessary 
or  properi.  application  might  be  made  to 
the  House  by  the  croWn,as  had  been  done 
in  cases  of  a  similar  nature  by  other  sove- 
reigns. In  its  present  state  it  would  be 
laaproper  to  entertain  it  He  was  sorry 
tbut  he  had  been  led  to  say  even  this  much 
cm  the  sabiect,  as  he  was  anxious  to  avoid 
all  discussions  respecting  it.  These  were' 
bis  reasons  for  opposing  the  motion.  It 
did  not  come  recommended  by  the  crown. 
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and  be  aaw  Bo  neeesnty  for  agitating  tha 
qoestion  ;  but  there  were,  on  the  contrary^ 
m  his  ofNaion,  Brany  very  solid  reasons 
for  avoiding  all  diacossion  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Brand  was  desirous  of  stating  bia 
reaaona  for  supporting  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  baronet ;  but  in  doing  so,  he  would 
carefully  avoid  the  introduction  of  all  ex- 
traneoos  matter.  He  would  refrain  from 
all  alhwien  to  those  circumstances  which 
at  present  formed  the  subject  of  general 
conversation,  nor  would  be  nay  any  thing 
as  to  the  party  views  which  had  been  dis* 
played,  as  was  alleged,  in  the  former  dis- 
cussions on  this  sublet.  The  right  ho». 
gentleman  had  assigned  as  his  reasons  for 
opposing  the  motion :  first,  that  it  did  not 
conHs  recommended  by  the  crown  t  second, 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  it ;  and 
that  the  House  ought  to  wait  the  arrival 
of  a  case  of  necessitv  before  they  agitated 
the  question.  '  On  these  points  he  difiered 
entirely  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman ; 
for  be  could  not  believe  that  it  was  es* 
sentially  necessary  to  have  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  crown  before  the  House 
entered  upon  the  discussion  of  a  question 
of  such  vital  importance  both  to  the  crown 
and  the  community  ;  and  he  could  see  but 
very  little  wisdom  indeed  in  waiting  the 
arrival  of  a  case  of  necessity,  and  taking 
measures  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  in- 
stead of  providing  for  the  case  upon  pre-  \ 
vious  mature  deliberation.  Tlie  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that  there  wae 
no  necessity  for  bringing  forward  the 
question  at  that  time.  In  his  opinion,  it 
was  a  point  of  great  masfnitude,  and  of 
commanding  necessity.  What  must  be  the 
feelings  of  the  person  who  was  to  exercise 
the  royal  authority  I — what  must  be  the 
feelings  of  every  one  who  felt  an  ^anxiety 
that  the  crown  should  be  supported  in  its 
dignity,  in  looking  at  the  contests  of  rival 
parties  tearing  the  powers  of  the  office  in 
pieces  ?  These  matters  ought  to  be  pro« 
vided  for  by  digested  plans,  in  ord^r  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  disgracefol 
scenes,  as  they  had  on  former  occasions 
witnessed.  Such  contentions  of  foctions— « 
such  restrictions  on  the  royal  authority —  ' 
such  violations  of  the  constitution — must 
inevitably  have  the  tendency  of  holding 
out  to  the  people  that  the  powers  of  the 
crown  were  not  necessary  in  their  full  ex* 
tent  for  the  government  of  the  country. 
Sometbinff  ought  therefore,  to  be  done^ 
without  &lay,  to  put  an  end  to  the  possi- 
bility of  such  occurrences,  it  was  now 
niore   aeceasary  thaa  it  tmgh%  bo  in 
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other  times.  There  was  oolf  one  \\h 
between  us  and  the  recurrence  of  the  dif- 
ficulty ;  and  under  such  circumstftiices  the 
Bill ,  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  received, 
and  the  reaaedy  proposed  by  the  hon. 
baronet,  or  some  other  remedy,  ought  to 
be  adoptckl.  It  might  perhaps  be  urged* 
that  this  would  lead  to  discussions  in  re* 
gard  to  some  other  unfortunate  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  royal  family ; 
but  legislation  ought  not  to  be  impeded 
merely  because  such  discussions  might 
accidentally  be  introduced.  |ie  was  con* 
▼incedy  howcTer,  that  the  House  would 
hare  too  much  delicacy,  and  too  strong  a 
sense  of  propriety  to  introduce  such  dis- 
cussions without  the  most  unavoidable 
necessity.  Upon  the  whole,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  staled  no  good  reason 
against  the  proposed  measure,  which 
should  have  his  most  cordial  support. 

Lord  A,  Hamilt<mco\i\d  not  conceive  how 
those  who  had  defended  the  Regency  re- 
strictions on  the  ground  of  necessity,  could 
possibly  oppose  the  present  motion^  the 
object  of  which  was,  to  prevent  the  re* 
currence  of  such  necessity  ;  a  necessity, 
of  which  he  could  not  sufficiently  depre- 
cate the  recurrence,  when  he  calleo  to 
mind,  that  at  one  period  during  the  indis- 
position of  his  Majesty,  ministers  had'  ac- 
tually exercised  the  functions  of  the 
executive  in  all  their  plenitude:  foi* 
it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  in 
1804  circumstances  did  arise  which  made 
it  more  than  suspicious,  that  publicity  was 
not  given  to  the  real  circumstances  of  his 
Majesty's  indisposition,  and  that  ministers 
did  then  contrive  some  way  or  other  to 
exercise  the  royal  authority,  at  a  time 
when  his  Majesty's  state  of  health  render- 
ed him  quite  incompetent  to  the  discharge 
of  the  functions  of  royalty. 

Mr.  fVym  agreed  with  an  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  if  a  message  should  come  down 
from  the  crown,  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
the  question  of  Regency  in  future,  it  would 
be  the  idost  regular  and  graceful  way  for 
parliament  to  proceed  upon  the  subject 
At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  parliament  had  at  different  times  pro- 
ceeded to  alter  the  succession  of  the 
crown,  and  sometimes  without  any  me|- 
sage.  Those  great  men  who  passed  the 
celebrated  Exclusion  Biil,x  did  not  wait 
for  a  message  from  the  crown  upon  the 
subject.  It  was  most  clearly  within  the 
powejT  of  parliament,   to  originate    the 

auestion  themselves.     It  was  said,   that 
lero  was  no  great  probability  of  the  con- 
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tingieBcy  arriving.  In  that  cne,  it  np* 
peered  to  him  tMt  the  subject  might  be 
discttsaed  without  any  irritation,  and  with*. 
ont  any  revival  of  those  angry  feelings 
which  had  been  so  much  deprecated,  but 
drily  as  a  simple  constitutional  question. 
If  the  contingency  should  really  happen, 
then  there  would  be  a  tenfold  acrimony 
in  the  discussion ;  whereas  the  question 
might  be  now  settled  with  the  utmost 
temperance.  Concurring  entirely  in  the 
principle  of  the  hon.  baronet,  he  thought 
however  there  was  a  more  eligible  method 
of  attaining  his  object,  than  that  which  he 
had  chosen,  namely,  the  referring  the 
consideration  of  the  question  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House. 

Mr.  Pdtuonkif  said,  that  although  the 
question  might  have  come  better  from  (he 
ministers  of  the,  crown,  yet  as  the  hon* 
baronet  had  thought  proper  to  bring  it 
forward  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
he  wished,  before  he  gave  his  vote  in  fa- 
vour of  it,  to  explain,  in  a  very  few  words, 
the  reason  of  his  so  doing.  He  allowed 
that  such  measures  as  the  one  now  pro- 
posed, should  generally  proceed  from  the 
government ;  but  there  might  be  cases, 
where,  if  parliament  was  moved  to  the 
consideration  of  them,  it  was  fully  com- 
petent to  them  to  determine  them,  even 
although  government  might  be  nnwilling 
to  invite  their  attention  to  the  subject. 
As  to  the  contingency  iuelf,  it  did  not 
appear  to  him  so  improbable  as  it  seensed  to 
some  gentlemen ;  for  all  knew,  that  al- 
though his  Majesty  was  afflicted  with  a 
severe  mental  malady,  which  made  him 
incapable  of  exercising  the  functions  of 
royalty,  yet  that  he  enjoyed  as  sound 
health  as  any  man  of  his  age,  and  that 
there  was  a  great  probability  of  his  living 
for  many  years.  If  that  was  the  case, 
there  only  stood  one  life  between  us  and 
all  the  difficulties  which  had  been  expe- 
rienced on  two  former  occasions.  Sup- 
posing that  event  to  take  place,  he  thought 
that  it  would  be  too  much  for  any  memk)er 
to  expect,  that  his  individual  arguments 
would  be  able  to  induce  parliament  to  act 
differently  from  the  mode  they  had  adopt- 
ed on  the  two  former  occasions.  He  sup- 
posed, that  in  such  a  case,  parliament 
would  act  according  to  the  precedents 
then  laid  down.  The  proposition  of  the 
hon.  baronet,  which  was  now  under  their 
consideration,  was  not  Ibr  determining  the 
quantity  of.  power  to  be  given  to  a  futore 
Regent,  nor  for  declaring  who  should  be 
that  Regent :  it  was  merely  a  motion  for 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


«I] 


reipeciii^  the  Regemy. 


Feb.  23,  laiS. 


[7» 


leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  against 
any  interruption  of  the  royal  authority,  in 
tbe  cafe  of  the  contingency  taking  place 
which  was  stated.  Now  it  appeared  to 
hioi,  that  if  this  motion  was  granted,  and 
the  Bill  brought  in,  parliament  would  have 
it  in  its  power,  without  departing  from  the 
principles  established  in  the  former  in- 
stances, to  make  such  provisions  as  would 
(should  the  case  occur)  remove  a  great 
deal  of  the  difficulties  which  were  expe- 
rienced in  the  former  instances,  and  en- 
able the  government  to  put  itself  into 
activity  in  a  much  shorter  space  of  time. 
As  he  thought  that  this  good  might  arise 
irom  allowing  the  hon.  baronet  to  bring  in 
his  Bill,  he  should  vote  in  favour  of  the 
motion. 

Lord  Caakreagh  trusted  that  he  should 
be  able  to  shew^  that  there  was  not  a  suf- 
ficient necessity  to  induce  the  prudence  of 
the  House  to  agree  to  the  motion  before 
them.  He  allowed  that  the  hon.  baronet 
bad   brought  the    subject   forward  with 

freat  candour  and  fairness.  The  hon. 
aronet,  however,  who  bad  been  induced 
by  bis  constitutional  view  of  the  subject 
to  bring  forward  the  present  motion,  ap< 
peared  to  him  to  be  more  anxious  to  de- 
stroy the  authority  of  the  parliamentary 
proceedings  in  the  two  former  instances, 
than  to  provide  for  the  contingency  he 
had  stated.  He  appeared  to  think  it  of 
the  gre^st  importance,  to  rebut  and  sub- 
vert all  the  principles  which  the  House 
had  laid  down  upon  that  subject ;  and  to 
get  rid  of  what  he  considered  a  pernicious 
precedent.  For  h\»  part,  he  had  a  view 
of  the  subject  directly  opposite.  He 
thought  that  it  was  a  benefit,  and  a  bless- 
ing to  the  country,  that  ^he  great  consti- 
tutional difficulties  which  attended  this 
subject  had  been  removed,  and  the  point 
settled  on  the  fullest  discussion,  which  was 
afterwards  revised  upon  the  late  occasion ; 
ami  in  which  the  greatest  legal  and  con- 
stitutional learning  had  been  displayed. 
He  considered  that  those  precedents 
would  be  a  great  protection  to  the  coun- 
try, hereafter,  from  similar  difficulties. 
He  allowed  that  parliament  had  a  right  to 
enter  into  such  considerations  without  a 
message  from  the  crown;  but  it  was 
always  for  their  prudence  to  consider, 
whether  they  should  expose  themselves  to 
a  conflict  with  the  crown  upon  the  point  ? 
In  any  thing  respecting  money,  all  con- 
flict with  the  crown  was  prevented  by  the 
jtiecessity  of  the  crown  proposing  or  pre- 
Tiously  consenting  to  the  grant.  In  com- 
(VOL,  XXIV?) 


mon  legislative  measures  this  was  not  ne- 
cessary ;  but  it  was  obvious  that  there  wai 
no  description  of  questions  more  likely  to 
involve  the  House  in  a  conflict  with  tho 
crown,  than  a  question  which  touched  the 
crown  so  nearly.  The  contingency  which 
was  mentioned,  appeared  to  him  to  be  so 
very  remote  a  one,  that  he  thought  the 
hon*  baronet,  upon,  his  own  principles, 
should  rather  have  proposed  a  permanent 
Regency  Bill,  applicable  to  all  caset^ 
than  have  confined  himself  to  this  parti- 
cular contingency.  It  appeared  to  him, 
however,  ihsti  what  the  hon.  baronet 
wanted,  was  to  destroy  the  discretionary 
power  of  parliament  upon  the  subject; 
and  that  he  preferred  the  question  being 
determined  on  the  hereditary  principle^ 
than  by  the  discretion  of  parliament.  In 
determining  upon  which  principle  the 
question  should  be  decided,  there  was 
certainly  a  balance  of  inconveniencies. 
But  the  reason  wh^  it  was  better  that  it 
should  rest  in  the  discretion  of  parliament, 
was,  that  parliament  felt  it  its  first  duty« 
to  take  care  that  the  royal  power  should 
be  restored  undiminished  into  the  hands 
to  which  it  legitimately  belonged,  as  soon  < 
as  the  sovereign  was  again  capable  of 
exercising  his  royal  functions:  whereas, 
upon  the  hereditary  principle,  the  royal 
power  being  fully  and  immediately  trans- 
ferred to  the  Regent,  there  was  not  the 
same  security  for  the  resumption  of  it  by 
the  sovereign,  when  the  temporary  cause 
which  suspended  his  personal  exercise  of 
it  was  removed.  The  noble  lord  con- 
ceived, that  the  contingency  was  not  suf- 
ficiently probable  to  justify  parliament,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  prudence  and  discre- 
tion, in  adopting  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  baronet,  for  which  reason  he  should 
certainly  give  it  a  decided  negative. 

Mr.  tVkUbread  declared,  that  he  should 
be  sorry  to  allow  the  question  to  go  to  a 
vote,  without  saying  a  few  words  upon  it. 
Oti  Uie  former  discussions  relative  to  the 
Regency,  a  party  in  that  House  contended, 
that  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  would 
be  to  address  the  heir  apparent,  to  take 
the  executive  authority  into  his  own  hands. 
Parliament  however  decided,  that  the 
Regency  should  be  constituted  by  Bill. 
Now,  what  was  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  baronet  ?  Not  that,  in  the  event  of 
the  death  of  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Re- 
gency should  devolve  on  the  Princess 
Charlotte,  but  that  a  Bill  should  be  intro- 
duced, to  enable  parliament  to  provide  for 
an  event,  the  contingency  of  which  ^as 
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nol  feiy  great,  althoagh  it  was  not  fo 
small  as  Ibe  nobte  lord,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  arffoment,  had  represented  it  to  be. 
What  had  been  tbe  state  of  the  country 
since  1788,  in  consequence  of  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  dilatory  and  improper 
conduct  of  the  legislature,  in  not  provid- 
ing against  contingencies  of  this  nature  ? 
And  vet  the  hon.  baronet's  proposition 
tended  not  to  bind  the  legislature  to  any 
particular  measure,  but  to  leave  the  sub- 
ject  freely  open  to  discussion  and  delibe- 
rate arrangement.  In  1788,  his  Majesty 
was  afflicted  with  a  malady  which  conti- 
nned  so  long  that  a  Regency  Bill  passed 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  was  in  pro- 
gress through  the  Upper  House.  Many 
were  then  w  opinion  that  some  distinct 
proceeding  should  be  adopted ;  but  the 
delicacy  of  the  royal  advisers  restrained 
them  from  advising  his  Majesty  to  send 
a  message  down  to  parliament  on  tbe  sub- 
ject. In  1804,  his  Majesty  had  a  relapse 
of  his  indisposition.  On  that  occasion, 
minisiers  thought  proper,  the  King  being 
in  a  state  in  which  private  persons  would 
not  be  permitted  to  manage  their  private 
affairs,  to  carry  on  (the  noble  lord,  who 
spoke  last,  being  one,  and  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor another  of  those  ministers)  the  bu- 
siness of  government  under  the  mask  of 
the  royal  authority.  In  1810,  his  Majesty 
became  again  afflicted.  The  House  well 
recollected  the  angry  discussions  that  had 
taken  place  in  parliament.  The  House 
recollected  that  the  Prince  of  Wales 
thought  that  the  indignity  with  which  he 
had  been  treated  by  the  servants  of  tbe 
crown,  equal  to  that  which  he  had  expe- 
rienced in  1788.  Hopes  were,  from  time 
to  time,  held  out  of  the  recovery  of  his 
Majesty.  In  the  mean  time  the  exeicutive 
aqthorlty  remained  in  abeyance.  And  in 
the  subsequent  discussions  the  greatest  in- 
convenience was  sustained  in  consequence 
of  no  kind  of  provision  having  been  made 
on  the  subject  after  tbe  occurrences  of 
1788.  In  1811  he  had  taken  the  liberty 
to  bring  these  circumstances  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  He  had 
stated  what  he  conceived  to  have  been 
remissness  on  the  pal't  of  the  servants  of 
the  crown,  and  had  proposed  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  provide  against 
the  'recurrence  of  such  serious  inconve- 
niences. The  House  had  thought  proper 
to  negative  that  proposition.  From  that 
day  no  proceeding  whatever  had  been 
adopted.  This  however  appeared  to  be 
the  precise  moment  for  some  parliamen- 


tary  arrangement  on  the  subject;  for 
party  heats  were  so  allayed,  that  there 
would  be  no  danger  of  rcTiving  those  ani* 
mosities  to  which  former  discussions  had 
given  birth.  Of  this,  the  temperate  ton« 
of  the  debate  of  that  evening  afforded  a 
practical  proof.  Unquestionably  tbe  death 
of  tbe  Prince  Regent  before  that  of  his  Ma* 
jesty  was  not  a  very  probable  event.  Bat 
that  it  was  a  very  possible  event  every 
day's  experience  in  common  life  gave 
ample  evidence.  If  such  an  event  should 
occur,  in  what  a  situation  would  the 
country  be  placed  !  The  Princess  Char* 
lotte  was  competently  qualified  both  by 
age  and  by  talents  to  assume  the  royal 
authority;  and  yet  parliament  must  go 
through  certain  forms  before  they  could 
confer  on  her  that  which  unquestionably 
they  would  confer  on  her^the  uorestricted 
Regency;  for  the  restrictions  originally 
imposed  on  the  Recent  were  imposed  only 
in  the  contemplation  of  an  event  now 
hopeless— the  recovery  of  his  Majesty. 
On  these  grounds  he  felt  the  utmost  sa* 
tisfaction  in  supporting  the  motion  of  the 
hon,  baronet,  persuaded  as  he  was  that  he 
could  not  better  fulfil  his  duty  than  by 
doing  so. 

Sir  Francis  Burdeii  rose  to  reply,  amid 
a  loud  call  for  the  question.  He  was  glad 
to  find,  notwithstanding  the  opposition 
his  motion  had  experienced,  that  it  was  met 
from  the  other  side  by  a  direct  negative, 
a  mode  certainly  more  manly  than  by  tbe 
previous  question.  One  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman  (Mr.  Bathurst)  seemed  desirous  to 
leave  things  to  themselves ;  and  whilst  he 
avoided  the  consideration  of  the  question 
in  a  constitutional  way,  he  argued  that 
sufficient  unto  the  day  was  the  evil  thereof 
The  noble  lord,  on  the  other  hand,  justi* 
fied  his  objections  by  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  which  called  for  the  interposition 
and  discretion  of  parliament.  If,  indeed^ 
the  noble  lord  thought  the-^reat  seal  suf- 
ficient to  fill  up  the  void  caqsed  in  the  ex* 
erciseoftbe  kingly  power, — if  he  thoughi 
the  majorities  of  the  two  Houses  sufficient 
to  supply  the  want  of  the  monarch's  righta 
and  prerogative,— then  he  would  readily 
admit  tl^at  the  noble  lord's  objections  were 
just.  For  his  own  part,  he  wished  to  see 
the  crown  surrounded  and  strengthened 
with  all  legitimate  properties  and  authority; 
and  it  was  that  wish,  and  that  wish  only; 
as  connected  in  its  necessary  results  with 
the  benefit  and  happiness  of  the  subject^ 
that  influenced  him  to  submit  to  the 
House  the  present  motion.    He  bad  uied 
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«Tery  aveoae«  he  had  explored  erery 
channel,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
this  truly  important  questiom  to  a  point ; 
but  he  had  to  lament,  that  hither* 
to  all  his    industry  and    exertions  had 

g roved  useless  and  discouraging.  He  had 
een  charged  by  the  noble  lord,  with  pre- 
ferring hereditary  power  to  parliamentary 
discretion ;  but  the  real  fact  was,  that  he 
preferred,  and  would  at  all  times  prefer, 
hereditary  power  to  contingent  and  purely 
mccidental  power  placed  in  the  hands,  of  a 
few  ministers,  supported  by  such  majori* 
lies  as  be  had  seen  in  that  House.  The 
contingency  of  human  life,  which  depend- 
ed opon  so  great  and  mixed  a  variety  of 
events,  could  not  be  set  up  as  an  argument 
fer  preventing  the  House  to  do  that  which 
Ifaey  were  bound  to  do,  in  order  to  provide 
a  remedy  certain  and  efficacious  for  a  pos- 
sible o^  a  probable  evil.  He  was  decided- 
ly of  opinion,  that  the  hereditary  ^lucces* 
lion  of  the  crown  Could  not  be  restrained 
and  mutilated  ;  for,  to  his  mind,  the  con*- 
aequencea  would  not  be  dangerous  alone, 
but  would  be  attended  with  inevitable 
ruin.  If  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
were  to  be  suspended  at  any  one  time, 
what  reason  could  be  urged,  that  it  might 
not  be  suspended  at  all  times,  and  under 
all  circumstances  ?  The  hon.  baronet  con- 
cluded, with  requesting  the  House  to  con- 
aider  well  the  magnitude  of  the  question 
in  every  constitutional  point  of  view ;  and 
to  decide,  whether  they  would,  by  nega- 
tiving it,  debar  themselves,  the  crown, 
and  the  people,  from  the  true  provision 
and  remedy  against  future  dangers'  and 
evils  which  were  not  at  all  unlikely  to 
occur.  For  his  pari  he  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive how  a  greater  good  could  be  done 
to  the  country  than  by  determining  this 
important  subject  at  a  period  like  the  pre- 
sent, when  it  did  not  appear  possible  that 
feelings  of  heat  and  animosity  would  be 
introduced  into  the  discussion. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  there 
appeared. 

For  the  Motion 73 

Against  It ...: 238 

Majority  against  the  Motion  —.-165 


List  qfthc  Mmarity, 


j^thorpe,  viae. 
Atberley,  A. 
Brand,  hoa.  T. 
Baring,  A. 
Barham,  J. 
Barnard,  vise. 
Birch,— 
Bra#o,  A. 


Bernard,  S. 
Beonet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Calvert,  C. 
Crecvey,  T. 
Combe,  H.C. 
CoveDdiah,  lord  O. 
CareWyR. 
Cocks,  J. 


Chakiner,  R. 
Dillon,  hon.  A. 
Duuda8,C. 
Dawson,  R. 
Ebriuffton,  lord 
FranklaDd,  W. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Foley,  T. 
Fitzgerald,  lord  H. 
Foster,  F. 
Qreenbill,  R. 
OordoD,  R. 
Grant,  J. 
Hamilton,  air  H. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Heathcote,  sir  G. 
Halgey,  J. 
Hornby,  Edw. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Jobnea,  T. 
Johnstone,  hon.  C. 
Jekyll,J. 
Kemp,  Thos. 
King,  sir  J.  D. 
Lester,  B. 
Langton,  W^  G. 
Leader,  W. 
Lambton,  R. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Madocks,  W. 


Monck,  air  C. 
Milton,  vise. 
Martin,  J. 
Moore,  P.' 
North,  D. 
Nerille,  hon.  R. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Phillips,  G. 
Ponaonby,  rt  hon.G. 
Pym,  ¥. 
Ramaden,  J.. 
Rowley,  air  W. 
Ruaaell,  lord  G. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
.Smith,  8. 
Smith,  A. 
Scudamore,  B. 
Tiivistock,  lord 
Tiemey,  rt.  hop.a. 
Talbot,R. 
Wrottesley,  H. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wynn,  air  W.  W. 
Wvno,  C. 
Wharton,  J. 
Webster,  sir  G. 
Tellers. 
Sir  F.  Bnrdett 
Lord  Cochrane. 


HOUSE   OP  COMMONS. 

Wednade^y  Fehruary  24.. 

Petitions  kbspecting  thb  Claims  op 
THE  Roman  Catholics.]  Petitions  against 
the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  were 
presented  from  the  archdeacons  of  Dur* 
ham,  and  Northoniberland,  the  clergy,  &c. 
ofWallingford,  the  Protestant  noblemen, 
&c.  of  R(MCommonj  the  Protestant  disstiw 
ters  of  Exeter,  the  clergy  of  Whalley,  the 
mayor,  &c.  of  Stamford,  the  Protestant 
noblemen,  &c.  of  Tipperary,  the  lord 
mayor  and  corporation  qf  Dublin,  the 
Protestant  inhabitants  of  Lisburn,  the  Pro* 
testant  noblemen,  &c.  of  Kilkenny,  the 
French  Protestant  Refugees,  \he  inhabi- 
tants of  St.  Marv-le-bonne,  the  Protestant 
inhabitantt  of  King's  county,  the  Protest 
tant  noblemen,  &c.  of  Limerick,  the  arch* 
deacon  and  clergy  of  Coventry,  the  nobL> 
lity,  &c.  of  Kent,  the  freeholders  and  in« 
habitants  of  Dublin,  the  grand  jury  of 
Dublin,  the  clergy  and  archdeacon  of 
Derby,  and  of  Nottingham,  and  the  gen* 
tlemen,  &c.  of  Wilts. 

Petitions  in  favour  of  the  Claims  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  were  presented  fronk 
Berwick  upon  Tweed,  Chichester,  Tipper 
rary,  and  Flint. 

On  presenting  the  Petition  from  tha 
Protestant  noblemen,  &c.  of  Tipperary^ 
t 
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Colonel  Bogmdl  saidi  that  in  doing  so, 
he  had  to  stale,  that  although  it  was  not 
so  worded  as  to  preclude  any  indulgences 
being  granted  to  the  Catholics,  yet  it 
prayed,  in  case  of  any  concessions  being 
granted,  guards  would  be  imposed  effec- 
tually to  protect  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment. 

,  General  Maihtw  denied  that  the  Petition 
presented  by  the  hon.  gentleman  could 
with  profl^rtety  be  termed  a  petition  from 
the  Protestant  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  there  not  having  been  any 
meeting  convened  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
the  sense  of  the  Protestant  freeholders  in  a 
regular  manner ;  that  was,  by  the  sheriff^ 
or  two  or  more  magistrates,  according  to 
established  custom.  He  objected  to  the 
Petition  on  the  same  grounds  as  those  on 
which  the  Stafford  Petition  had  been  so 
properly  objected  to  from  the  Chair, 
namely,  that  it  had  not  been  read,  or  bona 
fide  signed,  by  a  great  number  of  the  per- 
sons whose  names  were  affixed  to  it.  Of 
four  noblemen  whose  signatures  were 
affixed  to  it,  one  was  now  in  the  House ; 
and  it  was  for  him  to  say,  that  his  had 
been  affixed  by  himself.  Of  the  other 
three,  namely,  lord  Doneraile,  lord  Car- 
rick,  and  lord  Desart,  he  could  take  upon 
him  to  slate,  that  they  had  not  signed,  but 
had  given  their  assent  to  the  affixing  their 
signatures  b^  letter.  He  now  held  in  his 
band  a  Petition  of  a  very  different  nature 
«— one  which  really  spoke  the  sentiments 
of  the  Protestant  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Tipperary— not  a  smuggled  Petition, 
like  that  presented  by  the  hon.  gentleman ; 
and  the  prayer  of  which  was,  that  his 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Ire- 
land should  be  admitted  to  participate  fully 
in  the  benefits  of  the  constitution,  without 
any  restriction  or  condition  whatsoever 
being  imposed  on  them,  on  account  of 
their  religious  tenets. 

Colonel  JBaguv//  said,  that  he  certainly 
was  not  in  the  county  at  the  time  the  Pe- 
tition was  signed,  whereas  the  hon.  general 
was,  and  therefore,  had  a  better  opportu- 
nity than  he  had  of  knowing  in  what  man- 
ner the  proceedings  with  respect  to  the 
Petition  had  been  conducted  ;  but  while 
he  gave  the  hon.  general  the  advantage 
over  him,  which  his  confession  of  igno- 
rance would  afford,  he  could  never  con- 
ceive that  those  proceedings  were  such  as 
would  justify  the  harsh  language  which 
had  been  applied  to  them.  If  the  gallani 
general  would  but  O^ke  the  trouble  of  in- 
#pe<Uing  tb^  list  of  names  atfoched  to  the 
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Petition/among  which  were  these  ef  aianf 
persons  of  high  respectability  known  C6 
him,  he  would,  he  was  satisfied,  wiUingly 
acknowledge,  that  these  •  would  not  bind 
themselves  to  any  proceedings  which 
could  deserve  to  be  termed  smuggling  i 
among  them  were  no  fewer  than  fifty 
magistrates.  And  of  'the  whole  noBi« 
her  who  had  signed,  that  was  to  say,  5000^ 
here  was  not  one  but  was  a  Protestant  free* 
holder,  and  not  one  marksman,  that  was^ 
a  man  who  had  his  ni^me  signed  by  ano« 
ther,  and  affixed  his  mark  to  it,  among 
tliem.  As  to  what  the  hon.  general  bad 
said,  with  respect  to  signatures  of  but  four 
peers  being  affixed  to  the  Petition,  he  wu 
obliged  to  avow,  thftt  such  was  the  fact. 
With  respect  to  the  grounds  npon  which 
the  Petition  was  preferred,  he  would  now 
beg  to  say  a  few  words.  These  were 
chiefly  the  alarm  and  disgust  which  had 
arisen  from  the  tone  of  certain  speeches 
that  had,  on  recent  occasions,  been  ad4 
dressed  to  the  Catholics,  by  persons  call- 
ing themselves  their  advocates;  and 
among  them  the  speech  of  the  hon»  gene^ 
ral  himself,  were  particularly  censpicoons. 
The  hon.  general  had  saved  him  the  trosN 
ble  of  minutely  describing  them  lo  the 
House,  ioasmucb  as  he  had  declared*  that, 
as  sQon  as  an  opportunity  occurred,  he 
would  repeat  them  in  the  House,  flinging 
them  in  the  teeth  of  the  minister.  Bat 
some  expressions,  which  he  considered  as 
of  a  most  peculiarly  dangerous  tenckncy, 
he  could  not  forbear  repeating  in  antici- 
pation of  the  hon.  general's  promise.  He 
had,  in  presence  of  an  inunense  concourse 
of  people,  desired  the  Catholics  to  disoan* 
tinue  their  petitions  to  the  throne  for  the 
recovery  of  their  just  rights,  and,  snbtti- 
tuting  requisition  for  petition,  to  go  boMly 
and  demand  their  rights,  and  insist  upon 
their  restitution,  adding,  ''that  if  they 
wanted  a  leader,  he  would  be  that  leader, 
and  if  necessary,  cheerfully  shed  his  blood 
in  their  cause."  He  lamented  the  iotem- ' 
perance  of  the  advocates  of  the  ftomap 
Catholics,  and  of  none  among  thenvmore 
than  the  hon.  general,  calculated  as  it  was 
to  iiijure  rather  than  serve  them. 

General  Matkew  admitted  that  he  had 
gone  too  far  in  saying  the  Petition  was 
smuggled ;  but  stated,  that  he  had,  never* 
theless,  no  doubt  that  the  proceedings 
connected  with  it  were  altogether  clandes- 
tine. He  and  bis  colleague,  whom  he  di4 
not  now  see  in  Ims  place,  had  made  the 
tour  of  the  county,  at  the  time  the  busineM 
was  in  agitation  f  hut  he  was  not  able  t» 
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•biain  a  tigbi  of  the  Petition  tiH  the  other 
^ay,  when  it  wat  shown  him  by  a  gentle- 
man in  the  town  of  Cashel ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  to  this  hour  it  had  never  been 
^feen  by  his  colleagae.  He  was  sorry  that 
he  was  obliged  to  correc^  the  statement 
made  by  the  hon.  ventleman  of  what  he 
had  said  at  the  hustings  at  Clonmell. 
That  he  did  make  use  of  strong  language 
he  was  ready  to  admit :  he  had  addressed 
the  people  from  the  top  of  the  mail  -coach ; 
the  assemblage  was  pretty  numerous  too, 
as  had  been  suted;  he  was  fond  of  speak* 
Ing  to  a  large  audience ;  and  what  he  had 
then  said,  he  would  very  willingly  repeat 
to-morrow  in  the  House,  thus  redeeming 
the  pledge  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  adverted.  He  had,  indeed,  expressed 
m  most  violent  animosity  to  ministers,  and 
recommended  that  no  effort  should  be 
spared  to  bring  about  their  downfal ;  jto 
which,  he  had  added,  he  would  himself 
contribute  with  every  possible  energy. 
He  was  obliged  to  contradict  what  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  sUted  with  respect  to 
his  having  dissuaded  his  auditors  from  pe- 
titioning the  throne.  He  had  never  done 
so,  and  he  was  glad  that  the  present  op- 
portunity was  offered  him  of  making  that 
assertion,  because  he  had  heard  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  had,  in  the  morning,  made 
the  same  charge  against  him  in  private 
which  he  had  now  done  in  pubKc,  and 
that  in  the  presence  of  a  person  for  whom 
he  had  the  greatest  possible  esteem  ;  and, 
moreover,  that  the  charge  had  been 
coupled  with  another,  purporting,  that  he 
had  spoken  unfavourably  of  that  person. 
That  he  had  never  done sf),  he  solemnly  pro- 
tested, nor  ever  cherished  a  sinister  feeling 
towards  the  person  in  question,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  felt  entirely  grateful  for  the 
kindness  he  had  experienced  from  him. 
He  had  most  strenuously  advised  him  not 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  present 
ministers,  and  this^  he  must  be  satisfied, 
was  a  service  he  wouM  not  have  perform- 
ed towards  any  one  to  whom  he  did  not 
wish  well.  As  to  what  he  had  said  to  the 
Catholics,  with  respect  to  their  rights,  he 
was  always  of  opinion,  that  to  what  they 
were  now  seeking,  they  had  a  right  by 
virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Limerick ;  and  he 
kad  not  only  on  the  recent  occasion,  but 
on  all  others,  counselled  them  to  demand 
instead  of  petition,  for  the  restitation  of 
their  rights;  and  he  regretted  much,  that 
he  had  always  found  his  entreatierto  that 
ifefiect  unavailing. 

Colonel  BagwcU  wonM  not  allege  that 


the  hon.  general  had  esprestly  enjoined 
the  Catholics  to  forbear  petitioning  the 
throne ;  but  he  had  advised  them  Hot  to 
petition  the  legislature,  and  in  his  appre« 
hension  the  throne  was  a  component  part 
of  the  legislature. 

The  Speaker  then  required  to  know,  if 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  any  reason  to 
doubt  the  originality  of  the  signatures  af* 
fixed  to  the  Petition  ?  And,  having  re* 
ceived  an  answer  in  the  negative. 

He  next  required  to  know,  if  the  hon. 
general  had  any  reason  to  doubt  whether 
they  were  original  ?  To  which  question 
general  Mathew  having  replied  that  he 
had  none  but  public  report,  the  Petition 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  presenting  the  Petition  from  th€ 
Protest%nt  noblemen,  &c.  of  Kilkenny, 

Lord  Deeart  said,  he  had  in  his  hand  a 
Petition  from  the  Protestants  of  one  of 
the  most  Catholic  counties  In  Ireland, 
signed  by  men  who  were  not  merely 
theoretically  conversant  with  the  nature 
of  the  claims  now  preferred  by  the  Ca<* 
tholics,  but  who,  living  among  the  Ca« 
tholics,  and  thereby  attaining  a  thorough 
understanding  of  their  feelings  and  dispo* 
sition,  were  thoroughly  qualified  to  form  a 
judgment  as  to  the  expediency  or  inex« 
pediency  of  complying  with  their  de- 
mands. At  the  meeting  from  which  this 
Petition  had  emanated,  colonel  Gore  was 
in  the  chair,  a  gentleman  who  had  for- 
merly expressed  his  inclination  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  Catholics;  hot 
whose  change  of  opinion,  not  showing  amy 
undue  versatility  in  him,  which  it  cer- 
tainly did  not,  should  impress  the  advo- 
cates of  the  CathoHcs  with  a  strong  sense 
of  the  necessity  of  moderation  in  their  en- 
deavours to  serve  them. 

Sir  /.  NtwpcTt^^tmtd  that  the  Pefltion 
could  be  considered  as  what  it  purported 
to  be-««  Petition  from  the  Protestant  tn>* 
habitants  of  Kilkenny.  He  would  men* 
tion  a  fact,  which  wouM  at  once  show  the 
House  the  impropriety  of  considering  it 
as  such.  At  the  place  where  tho  meet- 
ing was  first  convened,  so  adverse  a  dia* 
position  was  d|lnced  by  the  freeholders  to 
the  object  of  it,  that  the  noble  lord  and  hitf 
associates  were  obliged  to  remove  to  a 
private  house,  and  pass  their  resolntions. 
At  the  first  meeting,  that  at  which  thii 
disapprobation  had  been  evinced,  there 
were  several  noblemen  present,  and  it  was 
the  brother  of  lord  Ormond  who  moved 
that  the  meeting  should  be  dissolved ;.  on 
which  the  ntmost  conftision  ensaed;  thoee 
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who  w«re  favourable  to  the  object  for 
which  it  had  been  convened,  and  were 
dissatisfied  at  their  not  being  able  to 
smuggle  a  petition,  contending  that  the 
chairman  should  not  put  the  question. 
The  high  sheriff  of  the  county  had  re- 
fused to  call  a  meeting  at  the  instance  of 
the  noble  lord  and  his  associates,  and  bad 
moreover  refused  to  let  them.use  the  court* 
house  for  the  purpose.  Under  these  c\t* 
cumstances  he  thought  he  was  fully  justi- 
fied in  asserting  that  the  Petition  was  not 
from  the  Protestants  of  Kilkenny,  but  was 
ibat  of  certain  individuals.  He  was  con- 
fident that  it  was  disapproved  by  seven- 
eights  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county, 
and  even  the  Protestants  who  disapproved 
of  it  possessed  mu^ch  more  property  than 
the  noble  lord  and  his  associates.  ^ 

Lord  Deiart  was  glad  that  the  right  hon. 
baronet  did  not  happen  to  be  present  at  the 
meeting,  the  proceedings  of  which  he  had 
described  to  the  House;  because,  that 
being  the  case,  he  could  without  any 
breach  of  politeness  assure  him,  that  no- 
thing of  what  he  had  stated  to  have  hap* 
pened  there,  bad  happened.  Most  of  the 
persons'  at  that  meeting  had  signed  the 
Petition  before  they  left  the  room.  [Here 
sir  J.  Newport  exclaimed,  *<  No!"  and  his 
lordship  insisted  such  was  the  fact ;  they 
bad  signed  it  in  his  presence.]  The 
right  hon.  baronet  bad  imposed  on  him  a 
very  disagreeable  task,  that  of  revealing 
what  had  passed  at  the  meeting,  for  many 
of  those  who  concurred  in  a  part  of  the 

J  proceedings,  had  expressed  their  sorrow 
or  the  part  they  had  taker,  and  wished 
much  that  nothing  should  transpire  upon 
the  subject.  First  then,  he  bad  to  state, 
that  the  high  sheriff  of  the  county  had 
signed  the  Petition  befpre  he  left  the 
room,  though  he  had  refused  in  his  official 
capacity  to  summon  a  county  meeting, 
and  had,  moreover,  assured  him  that  he 
entirely  approved  the  sentiments  which 
had  dictated  it,  though  prevented  by  his 
official  duties  from  concurring  in  his  pub- 
lic capacity  to  promote  the  object  of  the 
meeting.  And  here,  perhaps,  it  would 
not  be  irrelevant  to  anim^vert  on  the 
exultation  with  which  the  right  hon. 
baronet,  surrounded  as  he  was  by  the 
friends  of  liberty  and  toleration  and  eman- 
cipation, had  suted  the  refusal  of  that 
place  to  the  Protestants,  to  assemble  in 
and  embody  their  opinions  in  a  Petition 
to  the  lei^islature,  from  which  the  Catho- 
lics had  been  frequently  permitted  to  issue 
their  resolutions  and  menaces.    But  to 


proceed  with  a  statement  of  what  oc- 
curred at  the  meeting,  a  cry  for  adjourn* 
ment  was,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
proceedings,  immediately  set  up,  in  which 
a  number  of  Catholics  who  had  obtained 
admission  were,  of  course,  not  slow  to 
join;  and,  in  conseqiience,  though  the 
persons  who  had  met  for  the  purpose  of 
petitioning,  only  desired  leave  to  express 
their  sentiments,  no  such  leave  would  be 
granted.  The  majority  of  the  Protestants 
then  left  the  room,  and  the  persons  who 
remained  voted  a  person  into  the  chair, 
and  proceeded  to  pass  resolutions,  ,of 
which,  he  believed,  they  were  afterwards 
very  much  ashamed.  Of  the  persons  who 
had  subscribed,  many  did  so  under  the 
influence  of  menaces  used  by  their  land- 
lords for  the  purpose  of  compelling^  them 
to  do  so,  and  many  of  these  had  after* 
wards  come  to  him,  expressing  their 
sorrow  for  having  yielded  a  reluctant  con- 
sent which  they  conceived  to  be  contrary 
to  the  duty  they  owed  to  their  king  and 
country,  and  desiring  that  thej^  mig^t  be 
permitted  (o  sign  the  Petition  he  had  now 
the  honour  to  present.  He,  conceiving 
that  any  injury  which  might  result  to 
them  from  doing  so,  would  reflect  more 
discredit  on  the  country  than  the  want  of 
their  si^^oatures,  had  dissuaded  them  fi-om 
doing  so ;  but  many,  incensed  by  the  con- 
duct they  had  witnessed  at  the  meeting, 
persisted  in  iheir  resolution,  and  actually 
had  affixed  their  signatures,  conceiving 
that  there  was  no  law  to  exclude  the 
patrician  order  of  Protestants  from  makipg 
known  their  sentiments  to  the  legislature. 
He  would  maintain,  that  the  Petition  he 
held  in  his  hand  was  as  well  entitled  as 
any  other  to  lie  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said^  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  Petition  being  received,  but  it  pro* 
fessed  to  be  what  it  was  not-->a  Petition 
from  the  Protestants  of  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny. He  wished  to  know,  if  the  people 
who  thought  in  the  same  manner  with  the 
'noble  lord,  at  the  meeting  in  questiop, 
formed  the  majority  of  that  meeting,  why 
they  allowed  an  adjournment  of  it  ?  [Here 
the  hon.  baronet  was  interrupted  by  loud 
cries  of  Spoke,  spoke  !  and  afler  some  little 
resistance,  was  obliged  to  resume  his  seat.] 

The  Petition  was  then  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 

On  presenting  the  Petition*  from  Chi- 
chester, 

Mr.  Huskissom  observed,  that  this  Peti- 
tion would  have  been  signed  by  a  greater 
number  of  persons,  but  printed  extracu. 
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from  an  abominable  publication,  i^nrpori- 
ing  lo  be  tbe  tbird  part  of  "  A  Sutement 
of  the  Penal  I^wt  affecting  tbe  Roman 
Catholics/'  were  indostriously  circulated 
from  door  lo  door,  and  occasioned  many 
individuals  to  withhold  their  signatures. 
He  understood  the  same  base  act,  for  be 
could  call  it  nothing  else,  was  resorted  to 
elsewhere*  f^ow,  he  had  always  heard  it 
stated,  that  any  publication,  the  motive  of 
which  was  to  disturb  the  public  peace,  was 
a  libel.  The  publication  to  which  he  al- 
luded, could  have  no  other  object  but  to 
create  dissention  between  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics and  the  Protestants;  to  excite 
those  two  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
against  each  other ;  and  to  place  a  bar  be- 
tween the  respectful  representations  of  tbe 
Roman  Catholics  and  the  deliberative 
wisdom  of  parliament;  he  was  sorry 
therefore  that  government  had  not  pro- 
ceeded against  its  author. 

Sir  J,  Newport  said,  that  the  libellous 
and  malicious  publication  alluded  to  was 
not  confined  to  Chichester,  but  had  heen 
spread  throughout  Yorkshire  and  Lan- 
cashire; when  such  shameful  artifices 
were  resorted  to,  it  sufficiently  marked  the 
character  of  the  cause  which  demanded 
*ucb  support.  He  complained,  that  such 
a  gross  and  villainous  libel  on  a  whole 
people,  was  not  taken  notice  of  by  the  go* 
vernment  of  that  country  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded. It  notoriously  issued  from  a  press 
favoured  by  that  government.  It  pro- 
ceeded from  the  office  of  The  Dublin 
Journal,  which,  with  its  worthy  compeer, 
^he  Patriot,  was  supported  by  the  public 
money.  Why,  he  asked,  had  not  the  go- 
▼ernment  exerted  those  powers,  which,  on 
other  occasions,  they  were  ready  enough 
to  make  use  of,  in  punishing  the  author  of 
this  atrocious  work?  Why  had  not  they 
clirected  the  Attorney  General  to  file  an 
information  on  the  subject?  But  their 
thunders  were  reserved  for  other  objects. 
Tbey  could  prosecute  the  printer  of  the 
two  first  parts  of  Tbe  Statement,  but  they 
overlooked  the  false  and  malicious  publi- 
catioo,  purporting  to  be  The  Third  Part, 
although  it  tended  to  fill  the  country  with 
dissention  and  bloodshed. 

Mr.  IV.  FUtgendd  lamented  to  think 
that  they  were  coming  to  the  momentous 
discussion  on  the  claims  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  with  so  much  heat  and  violence 
of  temper.  As  a  friend  to  the  Catholics, 
he  must  say,  that  those  persons  connected 
with  the  government,  who  wished  well  to 
their  cause,  wera   almost  compelled  to 


apeak  unfitvourably  of  that  which  they 
were  desirous  of  supporting,  when  tbey 
heard  such  language  as  was  made  use  of 
by  some  of  tbe  advocates  of  the  Catholie 
claims.  Had  tbe  right  hon.  baronet  been 
present  on  a  former  day,  he  would  have 
beard  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Peel)  manfully 
and  candidly  disclaim,  on  the  part  of  the 
Irish  government,  any  knowledge  of  the 
publication  which  had  been  so  often  re-> 
ferred  to;  he  would  have  beard  him  say; 
that  a  printer  was  prosecuted,  not  for  pub- 
lishing the  two  first  parts  of  The  State- 
ment, but  because  be  had  promulgated 
that  which  accused  the  lord  lieuten|nt  of 
Ireland  of  the  foul  crime  of  murder.  The 
publication  itself  appeared  to  him  to  be  so 
clamsy  a  production,  that  it  could  impose 
upon  no  person  ;  even  as  an  ironical  at* 
tempt,  it  was  ridiculous.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  those  who  were  accused  of 
being  privy  to  it,  were  innocent  of  any 
such  knowledge ;  and  he  declared,  that  he 
would  not  belong  to  a  government  that 
could  be  guilty  of  such  a  practice. 

Sir  H.  Pameil  repeated  the  observations 
he  had  made  on  a  former  evening,  as  to 
the  correctness  of  the  statements  contain- 
ed in  the  two  first  parts  of  The  Statement. 
He  believed  the  secretary  for  Ireland  was 
ignorant  of  the  publication  of  the  Third 
Part;  but  when  it  appeared  in  a  paper, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Irish  govern- 
ment, he  did  not  think  it  could  have  pass- 
ed unnoticed  by  them. 

Mr.  Peel  defended  the  Irish  govern- 
ment from  any  knowledge  of  the  publi- 
cation. He  then  adverted  shortly  to  the 
libel  for  which  Mr*  Fitzpatrick  was  re-* 
cently  found  guilty,  and  observed,  that 
while  he  wished  to  avoid  exciting  any  of 
those  feelings  of  irritation  which  tbe  lan- 
guage they  had  just  heard  was  evidently 
calculated  to  produce,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  it  singular,  that  the  government 
of  Ireland  should  be  expected  as  soon  to 
file  an  iaformation  against  tbe  publisher 
of  a  work,  which  was  described  as  bein^ 
too  clumsy  to  impose  upon  any  person,  as 
against  the  printer  of  a  direct  and  virulent 
libel  against  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
theUble. 

Petitions  for  the  Rbpbal  of  thx 
Tbst  Act.]  Mr.  W.  Smith  presented  a 
Petition  from  the  there  undersigned  Pro- 
testant dissenting  ministers  of  the  three 
denoounations  residing  in  and  about  tbe 
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citief  of  London  and  W«stiniiMUr ;  seU 
ting  forth, 

''That  the  petitioners  conceiving  the 
right  of  worshipping  God  according  to 
the  dictated  of  their  own  consciences  to 
be  derived  fro^i  the  Aothor  of  their  being, 
mnd  confirmed  by  the  Founder  of  their 
Christian  faith,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
aubject  to  the  controol  of  human  autho- 
rity, cannot  but  regard  with  deep  con- 
cern those  statutes  which  restrain  and 
limit  the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  im- 
pose conditions  and  penalties  that  seem 
to  them  as  unjust  in  their  principle  as 
they  ure  injurious  to  the  vital  interests  of 
true 'religion;  and  that  the  petitioners 
consider  those  statutes  as  originally  de- 
signed to  guard  against  evils  which  no 
longer  exist,  and  as  expressive  of  senti- 
ments with  regard  to  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  religious  liberty,  which  ho  longer 
prevail,  at  a  period  when  the  subjects  of 
the  British  empire,  however  they  may 
differ  with  regard  to  the  principles  of  their 
religion  and  their  mode  of  professing  it, 
concur  in  a  cordial  attachment  to  the  fa- 
mily on  the  throne  ;  and  when  enlighten- 
ed views  of  religious  liberty,  and  a  cor- 
responding liberality  of  spirit,  have  been 


difiused  among  religious  professors  of  all 
denominations;  and  that  the  petitioners,, 
expressing  their  lively  gratitude  for  the 
concessions, made  to  their  religious  rights, 
in  the  course  of  the  present  reign,  ear* 
nestly  but  respectfully  pray,  that  every 
remaining  penal  statute,  which  extends 
its  operation  to  the  province  of  religion, 
may  be  repealed ;  and  that  whilst  they 
conduct  themselves  as  loyal,  obedient,  and 
peaceable  subjects,  to  the  state,  they,  in 
common  with  all  their  fellow  citizens, 
i\^ay  be  put  in  possession  of  complete  re- 
ligious freedom,  and  allowed  to  worship 
their  Maker,  and  maintain  their  Christian 
profession  according  to  their  own  views, 
and  their  incumbent  duty,  without  being 
subjected,  under  the  sanction  of  law,  to 
any  penalties  or  disabilities,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  dissent  from  the  Esta- 
blished Church ;  and  that  the  petitioners, 
confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
House,  pray  that  their  cause  may  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  the  relief 
granted  to  them  for  which  they  suppli- 
cate." 

Mr,  W.  Smith  also  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  there  undersigned  Protestant 
Dissenters,  of  the  three  denominations  re- 
siding in  and  near  the  cities  of  London 
and  Westminster^  setting  forth. 


'*  That  the  petitioners  estaem  the  capn- 
city  for  religious  worship  as  the  hiffheat 
distinction  of  their  nature,  and  regard  tb« 
practice  of  it  as  a  sacred  duty  enjoined  by 
Divine  authority,  but  which  can  be  ac- 
ceptable in  the  individual  only  when  per- 
formed with  sincerity,  and  agreeably  to 
the  dictates  of  conscience  ;  that  they  are 
hereby  inevitably  ltd  to  deprecate  the  in- 
terference  of  the  civil  magistrate  in  reli- 
gious concerns,  and  to  consider  the  unfet- 
tered exercise  of  private  judgment  in  all 
matters  thereto  belonging  as  a  right  in* 
valuable  and  unalienable,  and  which  can- 
not be  innocently  surrendered  to  the  pre- 
tensiohs  of  any  human  authority ;  and 
that,  under  these  impressions,  the  peti- 
tioners are  sincerely  grateful  for  the  im- 
portant and  progressive  improvement^of 
their  condition  in  these  points  during  Ijbe 
course  of  the  present  reign,  and  especial- 
ly for  the  large  concessions  so- graciously 
made  in  the  last  parliament;  bat  there 
are  some  laws  yet  remaining  upon  oor 
statute  book,  which  they  cannot  but  con- 
template as  inconsistent  with  the  free 
exercise  of  religious  worship,  and  whicb» 
if  ever  they  deserved  to  be  considered  as 
proper  guards  against  the  dangers  of  any 
former  periods,  may  now,  even  oq  their 
own  principle,  be  safely  abrogated,  when 
those  dangers  have  so  long  ceased  to  exist; 
and  that  the  petitioners  therefore  cannot 
but  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  same  wise 
and  liberal  spirit,  the  prevalence  of  which 
has  already  effected  so  much  in  their  fa-* 
vour,  will  break  every  remaining  bond, 
and  abolish  every  shackle  on  the  entire 
freedom  of  religious  profession,  and  that 
they,  in  common  with  all  their  fellow 
subjects  of  every  persuasion,  n^ay,  while 
they  conduct  themselves  as  peaceable  and 
ohedient  subjects,  be  permitted  to  reap 
the  legitimate  fruits  of  upright  and  loyal 
conduct  in  the  allowance  to  ma'mtain  their 
Christian  profession  according  to .  their 
own  views  of  faith  and  duty,  without 
being  made  liable  to  any  legal  pains^  pe- 
nalties, or  disabilities,  in  consequence  of 
their  dissent  from  the  Established  Church/' 

On  presenting  the  Petition  front  the 
Dissenting  Ministers,  Mr.  Smith  said  he 
understood  it  was  agreed  to  witho!^t  oppo- 
sition. 

Mr.  BuUerworth  would  not  have  made 
any  observation  on  the  present  occasion, 
had  not  the.  hon.  gentleman  stated,  that 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Dissentinji 
Ministers  was  in  favour,  of  presenting  this 
Petition.    Darinj^  the  last  session  of  par- 
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h9menti  i^  propoMtion  was  made  for  pre- 
aeniing  a  petition,  word  for  word  with  that 
which  the  hen.  gentleman  bad  now  brought 
up.  In  favour  of  the  proposition  there 
were  31  ministers,  against  it  25«  and  12 
were  neuter ;  so  that,  in  fact,  a  majority  of 
the  body  did  not  coincide  in  its  propriety. 
It  was  not,  however,  deemed  expedient 
for  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  Peti* 
tion>  and  who  were  a  minority,  to  take 
any  steps- on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  of  the  private 
transactions  of  the  body,  he  did  not  profess 
to  know  much  ;  but  he  would  again  aver, 
that  the  Petition  was  brought  to  him  yes- 
terday, by  a  deputation  from  the  body  of 
whom  he  spoke ;  that  the  meeting  was 
called  with  all  due,  sufficient  and  formal 
notice ;  and  that  all  who  attended  it  sign* 
ed  the  Petition.  Even  the  names  of  some 
of  those  who  disagreed  (not  from  any  dis" 
like  to  the  sentiments  of  the  Petition,  but 
from  other  circumstances)  last  year,  were 
to  be  found  amongst  the  signatures  to  the 
Petition  which  he  now  presented,  and  to 
which  not  the  slightest  opposition  was 
manifested. 

Mr.  Buuerworth  observed,  that  some  of 
the  persons  who  were  present  at  the  meet- 
ing did  oppose  the  Petition ;  but  they  did 
not  wish  to  come  to  a  vote  on  it. 

The  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Princks  of  Wale$*]  The  Hon. 
Cochrane  Johmtone  rpse  and  said,  that  he 
intended  to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House 
on  Monday  next,  relative  to  the  proceed- 
ings ordered  by  his  Majesty  to  be  insti- 
tuted on  the  subject  of  her  royal  highness 
the  Princess  of  Wales.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber was  about  to  offer  some  remarks  upon 
the  importance  of  this  matter,  which,  he 
aaid,  affected  even  the  succession  to  the 
throne  itself,  when  the  Speaker  interrupt- 
ed him  by  stating,  that  in  giving  a  notice, 
it  was  not  usual  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion which  could  possibly  create  a  debate. 
The  hon.  member  then  concluded  by  ob- 
serving, that  he  had  thought  it  his  doty, 
and  had  accordingly  done  so,  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  proposition  he  intended  to 
move,  to  mipisiers,  that  they  might  be 
fully  possessed  of  the  line  he  meant  to 
pursue. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

'  Thursdity,  Pebrtuay  25. 

Petitions  rbspectinq  the  CjuuMa  of 

(VOL.  2yav.) 


THE  Roman  Catholics.]  The  earl  of 
Harewood  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Halifax,  against  the  Roman 
Catholic  Claims.  The  earl  of  Egremont 
presented  a  similar  Petition  from  the  bo- 
rough of  Lestwithiel.  The  earl  of  Shan* 
non  presented  a  Petition  against  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Claims,  from  the  county  of 
Cork.  The  earl  of  Charleville  presented 
a  similar  Petition  from  the  Protestant  in- 
habitants of  the  Queen's  county.  All 
these  Petitions  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Marquis  Camden  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitanu  of  the 
county  of  Kent,  against  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  Claims. 

The  Earl  of  DamUy  observed,  that  al- 
though at  the  meeting  where  this  Petition 
had  beeh  signed,  a  majority  might  enter- 
tain the  sentiments  of  the  petitioners,  yet 
he  knew  it  was  far  from  being  the  unani- 
mous feeling  of  the  county  of  Kent  on  this 
subject.  He  referred  to  the  opinion  of  the 
•Aoble  marquis  himself,  who  was  formerly 
;8o  closely  united  with  a  celebrated  per- 
sonage of  different  sentiments  to  those  of 
the  Petition. 

Marquis  Camden  admitted,  that  the 
Petition  was  not  the  unanimous  sentiment 
of  the  people  of  Kent,  and  that  his  own 
opinions  were  somewhat  different  from 
those  of  the  petitioners. 

The  Petition  being  read,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Hadnor  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Wilts,  against  the  claims  of  the  Roman 
Catholics. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdaume  thought  it 
his  duty  to  inform  the  House  in  respect  to 
this  Petition,  which  purported  to  speak  the. 
sense  of  the  people  of  Wiltshire,  that  there 
had  been  a  general  meeting  called  in  that 
county  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  claims, 
of  the  Romap  Catholics  into  consideration. 
A  Petition  was  then  agreed  to,  and  signed 
by  a  great  number  of  most  respectable 
individuals,  which  was  of  a  contrary 
tendency  to  this  Petition,  and  was  directed, 
to  be  presented  to  the  other  House  of 
Parliament.  With  respept  to  the  Petition 
presented  by  the  noble  earl,  it  was" 
subscribed  not  at  any  general  meeting 
held  for  that  purpose,  but  by  signatures 
obtained  at  a  number  of  places ;  and  though, 
he  was  ready  to  admit  it  contained  ttie 
signatures  of  a  few  individuals  as  highly- 
respectable  as  any  in  the  county,  yet  there 
were  others  of   a  different  diescriptipn*, 

(3B) 
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Ht  dM  ntti  speak  Hgbtf^  opon  this  subject, 
but  be  bad  enquired  into  (he  trotb  of  hfs 
information,  and  had  been  assured,  if 
necessary,  thai  it  conld  be  proved  at  their 
lordships'  bar.  The  Petition  was,  he 
understood,  signed  bj  some  who  had  also 
written  the  names  of  other  persons;  it 
was  also  signed  by  persons  out  of  the 
county,  and  where  distance  pt-evented  the 
person's  own  signature,  it  was  supplied  by 
some  individaaf  in  his  behalf;  it  was  also 
signed  by  women  for  their  cbildreit,  and 
in  one  instance  a  woman  had  subscribed 
the  names  of  all  her  male  children,  one  of 
iT^hom  is  a  felon,  and  now  confiped  in  gaol. 
It  had  been  placed  in  situations  ont  of  the 
rourUy;  for  instance,  one  bad  laid  at 
Tetbury,  and  hand-bills  were  issued,  one 
of  which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  calling 
upon  the  loyal  and  constitutional  inhabitants 
to  sign  the  Petition  against  the  .Catholic 
claims.  He  had  been  induced  to  make 
these  remarks  upon  the  modt»  and  matiner 
ih  which  the  signatures  had  been  procured; 
but  not  with  any  iatedtion  to  oppose  its 
being  received. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  requested  the  tioble 
marquis  to  communicate  the  hand  bill  to 
which  he  had  alluded. 

The  Marquis  of  Lmdowne  said,  by 
permission  of  ttie  House,  he  wtmM  read 
the  hand-bilU  The  noble  marquis  accord^ 
inglyread  the  contents;  wbicb«  by  way 
of  appeal  to  the  supporters  of  the  consti- 
tution, called'upon  them  to  subscribe  the 
petition  against  the  CatboHc  claims. 

The  Earl  of  Radnai-  observed,  the  dis- 
ttoce  from  I^tbury  to  Wiltshire  was  not 
further  than  that  of  St  Stephen'!  chapel 
from  where  he  was  standing.  He  enquired 
also,  of  the  noble  marquis,  if  htsnai^e  bad 
riot  been  put  py  other  persons  to  a  peti- 
tion? 

The  Marouis  of  Lamdownt  said  an 
occurrence  of  that  nature  had  taked  place, 
and  if  he  had  been  present,  or  known  it 
when  it  was  presented,  be  should  have 
noticed  the  imprdpriety. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

T/uittddy,  Febnmy25. 

Co^FSR  Export  Bill.]  Mr.  Robinson 
ibotod  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  GroifeU  rote  to  6pp6se  it.  He 
stated  that  the  Object  of  the  BUI  was  to 
I^reTent  the  American!,  our  enemies,  fVam 
<*taiiiiiig  i:eitaia  tcry*  iihtiotiatit  mltal 


Copper  mponmu.  tt¥t 

stOrss,  composed  of  cOppef,  tod  that  if 
this  object  could  be  obtained  by  tbi*  Biff^ 
of  by  any  other  meatsore  that  could  be 
proposed,  nothing  woald  inlducehito  to  be 
so  forgetful  of  his  public  dotjr  M  to  oppose 
it ;  but  it  was  because  he  beliefOd  in  hit 
conscience,  and  from  his  practical  know^ 
ledce  and  exp^ence  on  this  sobject,  thai 
the  Bill  would  wholly  fail  in  accorapliA*' 
iffg  xii  professed  and  only  object,  and  dd 
nothing  more  than  ruin  a  f  aluable  braaelt 
of  our  export  trade,  that  he  felt  it  his  pub- 
lie  duty  to  resist  it.  In  order  to  j«dg6 
whether  his  Tiew,  or  that  of  the  (proposers 
of  the  Bill  was  correct,  two  pointoonly 
required  to  be  adverted  to  t  first,  wbethei^ 
the  Americans  can  proyido  tbemselTet 
with  the  ^w  mateHaf,  of  which  the  naral 
stores  are  composed?  And  secondiyi 
whether  they  have  the  meaM,  of  convert^ 
ing  that  raw  material  mto  the  anidef 
proposed  to  be  prohibited.  Upon  the 
fit^st  point  hetroald  not  trouble  the  Houses  > 
it  being  adirfitted  even  by  the  proposen 
of  the  Bin,  that  the  AmericMs  can  obtatii 
any  qfaantlties  of  the  raw  hntterilil  from 
South  America,  Mexico,  and  other  coun** 
tries.  And  upon  the  second  point,  he 
cocdd  now  assure  the  House,  that  he  had 
withiti  the  hst  fistv  days  received  potttlvo 
information  that  two  milts  for  foiling  and 
milnOfacturing  cOpper  had  ktely  been 
erected  in  America,  and  were  now  in 
full  work  upon  that  very  article  of  which 
it  was  contended  that thift  BAlVouhi  deprive 
the  Americtfts.  Of  What  ti*e,  then,  oooM 
such  a  Bill  be,  but  to  take  away  all  ehaaoe 
from  the  Btiti^  manufacturers  of  meetiBg 
the  Ameritan  manufMrturOrs  intheAiiie^ 
rican  market*i^and,  what  was  more  hn- 
pertant,  lorcmg  our  allies  in  the  Brdstlsi 
ahd  othe^  parts  of  Am^ri6a^  to  look  to 
America  instead  of  Great  Britain  fbr  their 
supplies  of  those  articles.  Woeful  ezpe« 
rience  of  what  had  happened  in  France 
from  a  measure  of  the  same  kiod  adopted 
by  ministers  moire  thati  thirty  years  ago,- 
as  a  hostile  measure  against  Fhmce,  wr* 
tiffed  his  opinion  as  to  the  probable 
effect  of  the  present  BHl  with  reference  to 
Amenta.  With  a  view  of  depriving  the 
French  in  those  days  of  these  very  aamo 
articles,  the  exportation  of  them  firott 
Etigland  was  prohibited.  What  fbllowed  7 
No  inconvenience  or  annoyance  was  suf» 
fered  by  the  Freooh ;  hat  they  instantly 
erected  macbhMry  for  madoHiotnHng  cop« 
per  near  Roaepi  supplied  thoflsselves  with 
all  they  required  for  their  navy— other 
Itdllft  Md  sim;e  been  estaUiidiea  ilttiutt 
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WuaiUjf  mi  4he  export  of  copper  lo 
Kraaoe  fron  4his  country  mu$  lost  for  ever. 
W«fl  it  tmreuonable  to  uuy,  Ibot  tho  ume 
fttiiao  irottld  produce  a  similtr  eflfoct  iritli 
regard  to  America  ?  He  therefore  oppoeod 
tbe  0iH  opoD  erery  principk  of  public 
imtf,  and  from  aa  anxiety  to  proleet  ihe 
•oipper  mines  and  manufaotories  of  Sng- 
lapM  from  being  tbne  ynnecesiarily  «ib» 
posed  to  irretriefttble  loss.  He  still  koped 
isioisters  irould  give  op  Urn  BiU :  if  n»t» 
lie  shonid  at  leait  bare  tbe  con«olali<m  of 
reflecting*  thajt  hd  had  done  all  in  kU 
power  to  prerent  tbe  miscbief  k  vras  cat- 
coated  to  inflict  opon  4bis  country. 

Mr.  RMmm  supported  tbe  Bill  upea 
tlie  groands  of  its  always  bairiB|^  been  tbe 
practice  doring  war  to  prohibit  the  ex^ 
portation  of  these  articles, 

Mr^  Bern^  argued  against  tbe  Bill*  and 
ata^  that  no  answer  whaterer  bad  been 

S'ven  to  tbe  fects  and  argnmeats  of  his 
no.  friend. 

Mr.  troihatoe  alaa  opposed  the  Bill, 
•tnting  that  it  was  well  known  that  iron 
mills  tor  rolling  iron  bad  long  been  In  use 
ia  America*  aid  that  thoio  mills  could  he 
easily  applied  to  tbe  rolling  of  copper. 

Mr.  Rene  supported  the  Bill :  but  upon 
tbe  suggestion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Robinsein  agreed  to  pot 
nfi^the  thwrd  roadioir  for  a  week,  in  order 
that  the  aDbject  might  receire  further  con* 
aidaration  of  the  Board  of  Tradn. 

Pbtitiovs  asspxcTiNG  Tax  Claiws  or 
TBB  RoMAH  Catmoucs.]  Pedtions  ia  fa-^ 
Tour  of  the  Claims  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
Ucsy  were  presented  from  the  freeholdeia 
of  Cornwall,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Exeter, 
Sriatol«  Shnewshury,  and  Leeds. 

Petitione  against  the  CUims  of  the  Ho* 
naan  Catholics  were  presented  from  Stam* 
ford,  Longlbrd,  Lqetwitbiel,  Halifax,  Cork, 
Alston,  ijettrim,  Queen's  County,  Tyrone, 
Londonderry,  Wicklow,  KUdare,  Shrews- 
lunry,  Montgomery,  and  Plymouth.Dock. 

PariTions  or  nx  Sosian  Catboucs 
^p  lauLAiiD.]  Mr.  Orattan  presented 
nine  Petitions«-«f  Roman  Cathohcs  of  the 
co«mty  of  Clare;  of  tbe  county  of  Wex^ 
^  lord  ;  of  the  coonty  and  city  of  Water- 
,  fbcd  ;  of  the  county  4>f  Shgo ;  of  the 
county  and  citv  of  Cork ;  of  the  ooonty 
and  .city  of  Kiuenay ;  of  King's  coonty ; 
of  the  county  of  Galway;  and  of  the  Ro*- 
aaan  Catholics  of  Irdaod;  whose  names 
ose  there-ondecaigned,  on  hebaif  of  tbern^ 
aeWes  and^^oibtts  pr^lessing  the  Vnman 
Catholic  religion)  setting  forth. 


^  That  the  ^titioners  cannot  but  ro» 
gard  with  deep  concern  tbose    statutes 
which  restrain  and  limit  the  exercise  of 
the  right  of  religions  worships  and  impose 
conditiqos  and  penakies  that  seem  to  them 
as  Qigust  in  their  orinciples  as  they  am 
injuriouB  to  the  vital  intereaU  of  true  roll* 
fion;  and  that  the  petitioners  consider 
those  statutes  as  originating   in  cause* 
which  no  longer  operate,  and  of  which  no 
Irnce  at  present  exista^  and  as  expressiro 
of  seotknents,  with  regard  to  the  nature 
and  oxtent  of  religious  liberty,  which  no 
ledger  preraii,  at  a  period  when  the  sub^ 
loots  of  the  S^tiah  empire,  howerer  they 
may  diftr  with  regard  to  the  principm 
of  their  religiDn,  and  their  mode  of  pro* 
fessing  it,  concur  in  a  cordial  afetachmenft 
to  tbe  fiunil  V  on  the  throne,  and  when  em- 
lightened  views  of  religions  liberty,  and  a 
corresponding  Mieralivf  of  spint,  ham 
been  diffiiaed  among  rengions  profeasiona 
of  all  denominations ;   and  tb$t  the  patr- 
tioners,  expressing  their  Ivrel^  g|ratitude 
fisr  the  concessions  made  to  the^r  religioua 
righta  in  the  caurse  of  tbe  present  reign, 
earnestly  but  respeotMly  pray,  that  every 
remaining  penal  statute,  which  extends  its 
operation  to  the  province  of  rdigion,  msy 
he  repealed,  and  that,  whilst  they  condor 
themselves  as  toyal,  obedient,  and  peace*- 
ahle  sobjecti  to  ibe  state,  they,  in  com- 
mon with  all  their  fellow  citisens,  may  ho 
pot   in  possession  of  complete  religious 
Ireedom,  and  allowed  to  worship    their 
Maker,  and  maintain  their  Christian  pro^ 
fession,  accordins  to  their  own  views  and 
their  iucumhont  duty,  without  being  sub- 
jected, under  the  sanction  of  law>  to  any 
penalises  or  disabilities  in  consequence  of 
their    difference   from    the    Ettablished 
Church ;   and  ^at  the  petitioners,  cpn« 
fldiog  in  the  Wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
House,  pray,  that  their   ctuse  may  be 
taken  into  consideration^  and  the  relief 
granted  to  them  for  which  they  suppli- 
cate.^ 
Ordered  to  lie  npon  the  table. 

PartTioic  or  Tns  Romah  CAtnoucs  oV 
£nglani>.)  Mr.  William  Elliot  moved, 
f'  That  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
a2d  of  ione,  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, relative  to  tbe  Laws  afi*ecting  Ms 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in 
Great  Britain  and  Irehrtd,  might  be  read.^^ 
The  said  Resolution  being  read, 

Mr.  Silioi  said,  be  had  uken  the  liberty 
of  having  this  Resolution  read,  not  only 
hooaosa  i^  roforred  to  a  Petitidn  which  ha 
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was  aboat  to  preient,  but  because  it  was  a 
vote  which  must  carry  with  it  more  than 
ordinary  weight  in  the  future  discussion  of 
this  momentous  question-^a  Resolution 
which  passed  that  House  at  a  time  when 
much  religious  ferment  existed  throughout 
the  country,  and  which  was  decided  after 
the  House  bad  refused  the  Catholic 
Claims-*(Hear,  hear  !)— but  it  now  stood 
an  honourable  memorial  upon  the  records 
of  that  House^  of  the  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  minds  and  sentiments 
of  that  House— a  change  ao  great,  which 
after  some  years  of  long,  repeated,  and 
elaborate  discussion,  had  at  last  obtained 
the  sanction  of  the  legislature :  a  change 
of  sentiment  which  four  of  the  most  illus- 
trious statesmen  that  e?er  graced  the  an- 
nals of  the  British  senate,  concurred  in, 
namely,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox, 
and  Mr.  Windham.  The  Petition  he  had 
now  the  honour  to  present,  was  from  the 
same  body  of  persons,  for  whom  he  had 
the  honour  of  presenting  a  similar  Peti- 
tion last  year— -the  Roman  Catholics  of 
England.  They  then  took  the  liberty  of 
enumerating  their  grierances,  to  which  he 
should  now  shortly  advert  The  House 
must  be  aware  that  in  one  quarter  of  our 
dominions  that  principle  of  policy  had 
been  pursued  which  he  should  be  happy 
to  see  extended  to  all ;  in  Canada  there 
was  no  distinction  on  the  ground  of  reli- 
gion, all  there  participated  equally  in  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  a  British  subject, 
and  it  must  be  recollected  that  in  that 
^at  convubion  which  severed  America 
irom  the  mother  country,  Canada  alone 
stood  firm.  In  Ireland  there  still  remain- 
ed a  remnant  of  that  unprosperous  policy; 
but  the  Catholics  of  England,  who  were 
the  old  stock  of  all  the  illustrious  families 
of  this  country,  who  were  always  distin- 
guished for  their  loyalty  and  atUchment 
to  their  sovereign,  still  laboured  under  all 
the  disabilities  whi^h  had  ever  existed 
against  them.  They  were  excluded  from 
holding  any  office  under  the  crown ;  they 
were  excluded  from  holding  any  civil 
office  in  the  country;  they  were  exclud- 
ed from  degrees  in  the  universities ;  and 
the  respectable  Roman  Catholic  country 
gentlemen  were  living  in  hospitality 
among  their  tenantry,  but  prohibited  from 
acting  in  the  magistracy.  The  Roman 
Catholic  freeholder  was  prohibited  from 
voting  for  members  of  parliament ;  they 
might  go  into  the  army,  but  in  order  to 
procure  rank  the  English  Catholic  must 
go  to  Ireland,  and  tbere  he  might  obtain 


the  rank  of  colonel,  but  no  more,  and  if 
he  again  returned  to  this  country,  bis  disa* 
bility  was  revived — if  the  English  Catholic 
went  into  the  navy,  by  going  to  Ireland 
he  might  arrive  at  the  command  of  the 
squadron  now  lying  at  Cork ;  but  if  by 
any  accident  he  touched  on  the  shores  of 
England,  he  was  again  liable  to  all  th^r 
pains  and  penalties. — ^Tbere  were  some 
persons  who  had  a  sort  of  superstitious  re- 
verence for  this  principle,  and  bogged 
themselves  in* it,  as  if  it  were  the  Tery 
talisman  of  the  constitution.  But  the  last 
parliament  had  thought  differently,  and 
nad  felt  that  these  restrictions  were  an 
eternal  disgrace  to  our  statute  books,  and 
ought  to  be  repealed.  These  petitioners 
trusted  the  present  parliament  would  fol- 
low up  the  spirit  of  that  resolution,  and 
remove  those  disabilities.  Among  the 
sijp[natures  to  this  Petition,  were  the  names 
of  some  of  the  most  illustrious  families  of 
this  country-^they  professed  a  diffisreni 
religion  ;  different  only  from  oui^,  so  far 
as  we  hflid  rectified  and  purified  It— but  id 
their  ecclesiastical  policy  they  were  in 
many  respecu  nearly  alike,  as  well  as  in 
many  other  of  their  forms  and  ceremonies. 
All  they  a^^ked  for  was  to  be  admitted  to 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  British  sub- 
ject. It  must  be  recollected  that  when  a 
weak  monarch  betrayed  his  conntry,  the 
Roman  Catholic  nobility,  and  a  Roman 
Catholic  parliament,  supported  and  main- 
tained the  constitution.  Who  displayed 
the  glory  of  England  in  the  ever  memora- 
ble battles  of  Cressy,  Agincourt,  and  Poic^ 
tiers,  but  the  Roman  Catholic  nobility? 
Who  resisted  the  Spanish  Armada,  and 
opposed  a  papal  power,  when  threatening 
an  invasion  of  this  country  ?  The  Roman 
Catholic  nobility  :  and  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten, that  for  a  century  and  a  half  they  . 
were  admitted  to  the  legislature,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 
They  were  supported  by  this  country  in 
Corsica — they  were  established  in  Canada 
-^and  more  recently,  not  only  with  our 
money  and  our  influence,  but  with  our 
troops,  we  had  supported  a  Popish  people 
against  an  ambitious  and  tyrannical  in- 
vader— we  were  not  only  fighting  with 
Catholic  soldiers  in  our  pay,  but  Calholit 
generals  in  our  service.  He  hoped  there* 
fore,  that  this  House  would  take  their  Pe- 
tition into  its  serioos  consideration:  it 
would  thereby  secure  to  itself  imosortal 
honour,  lay  the  foundation  of  our  fiitara 
peace  and  harmony,  and  enaure  tha 
strength  and  aafety  or  the  nation. 
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Mr.  Yorke  expressed  his  surprise  that 
the  right  bon.  gentleman  should  think  it 
necessary  to  enter  into  so  many  topics 
that  might  occasion  debate,  merely  on 
presenting  a  petition.  It  was  not  his  in- 
tentioQ  now  to  reply  to  the  remarks  just 
offered,  but  he  rose  merely  to  state,  that 
before  the  House  entered  regularly  upon 
the  discussion  of  the  Catholic  Claims  he 
should  more  that  adother  document,  be- 
tides that  produced  at  the  request  of  the 
tight  hon.  gentleman,  should  be  read,  and 
as  often  as  the  subject  should  be  debated 
he  should  submit  the  same,  motion;  it 
would  be  that  the  9th,  10th,  and  1 1th  sec- 
tions of  the  Act  of  the  1st  of  William  and 
Mary,  chap.  Q,  commonly  called  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  be  read. 

'  Mr.  W,  Smiih  rose  merely  to  obserre, 
that  the  body  of  persons  to  whom  he  be- 
longed, the  Protestant  Diisenters,  had  on 
former  occasions  availed  themselves  of  the 
assistance  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Yorke),  and  he  was  sorry  to  find  that 
upon  the  Catholic  question  their  opinions 
were  completely  at  variance.  The  Catholics 
and  the  Dissenters  differed  it  was  true  on 
points  of  faith,  but  in  loyalty  to  the  exe- 
cutive, and  in  attachment  to  the  constitu* 
iion^  there  was  no  distinctioQ  between 
them,  and  as  a  Protestant  Dissenter  he 
pledged  hidaself  never  to  stand  up  in  that 
House  exclusively  to  obtain  the  removal 
of  the  laws  operiiting  against  the  Dis- 
senters, withdut  coupling  with  it  a  motion 
for  the  restoration  of  their  rights  to  the 
Roman  Catholics,  who  were  equally  en- 
titled to  relief. 

The  Petitipn  was  then  brought  up  and 
read  at  length  by  the  Cleric,  as  follows : 

To  the  Hononrable  the  Commons  of 
Greatfiritain  and. Ireland,  in  Pto- 
llament  assembled, 

^  We  whose  names  are  under  written, 
Roman  Catholics  of  England,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  represent  to  yonr  honourable 
House — 

"  That  in  the  fourth  session  of  the  last 
parliament,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Eng- 
land presented  a  petition  to  your  honour- 
able House,  stating  the  principal  griev- 
ances under  which  they  labour;  and 
humbly  praying  relief: 

*'  That  in  the  last  jiessidn  of  parliament, 
your  honourable  House  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion for  taking  into  its  most  serious  con- 
sideration, early  in  the  then  next  session  of 
parliament,  the  laws  affecting  his  Majes- 
ty's Roman  Caibolic  subjects  in  Great 


Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  a  final 
and  conciliatory  adjustment. 

"  That  your  petitioners,  fully  confiding 
in  the  aforesaid  vote  of  your  honourable 
House,  feel  themselves  called  upon,  in 
justice  to  their  families  and  themselves, 
again  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  many 
penal  and  disabling  laws  to  which  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  England  are  subject, 
for  adhering  to  tenets  purely  religious; 
while  they  can  confidently  assert,  with« 
out  fear  of  contradiction  from  any  part  of 
their  conduct,  that  in  loyalty  and  fidelity 
to  their  sovereign,  in  attachmient  to  the 
constitution,  and  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
their  country,  they  vield  to  no  class  what«  ' 
ever  of  his  Majesty^s  most  loyal  subjects. 

^'  That  your  Petitioners,  in  thus  again 
approaching  your  honourable  House,  beg 
leave  to  repeat,  that  they  are  actuated  not 
more  by  a  sense  of  the  hardships  ^nd  dis- 
abilities under  which  they  labour,  than 
by  a  desire  to  secure,  on  the  most  solid 
foundation,  the  peace  arid  harmony  of  the 
British  empire ;  and  to  obtain  for  them* 
selves  opportunities  of  manifesting  by  the 
most  active  exertions,  their  zeal  and  in» 
terest  in  the  common  cause  in  which  their 
country  is  engaged,  for  the  maintenance 
of  its  freedom  and  independence. 

"  That  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
remind  your  honourable  House,  that  they 
have  cheerfully  and  readily  taken  the 
oaths,  and  signed  the  declarations,  pre- 
scribed in  the  acts  which  have  been 
passed  for  their  relief;  and  have  ex- 
pressly disclaimed  by  them,  every  princi* 
pie  inconsistent  with  their  duty  to  their 
king  or  their  country,  that  has  ever  been 
charged  against  them.— And  they  further 
beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  refusal  of 
those  oaths,  the  taking  of  which  would  at 
once  liberate  them  from  all  the  penalties 
and  disabilities  of  which  they  complain, 
incontrovertibly  prove  how  iacred  they 
hold  the  obligation  of  an  oath :  vour  Peti- 
tioners also  humbly  conceive,  tfiat  further 
securities  cannot  reasonably  be  required 
from  them  ;  but  this,  with  a  perfect  spirit 
of  conciliation,  they  leave  to  the  wisdom 
and  decision  of  the  legislature,  trusting 
and  feeling  confident  that  the  legislature 
will  never  do  or  render  nugatory  its  own 
work,  by  aecompanying  the  relief  grant- 
ed, with  any  clause  or  clauses,  to  which 
your  petitioners  cannot  conscientiously 
assent. 

"  Your  petitioners  therefore  most  hum- 
bly pray.  That  your  honourable  House 
vrill  take  inio  its  considemtiou,  the  many 
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pen»Uie«  9iu)  di«Hbilitie9  to  wbidb  th# 
Koman  Cathoru:9  of  luigland  wre  sabject^ 
UfnA  adop^  &«ch  measures  fbr  the  total  re- 
peal of  th«in  as  your  honourable  Hause 
fbalU  in  i^  g'^s^  wisdom  and  benignity, 
deem  ezpedieolu" 
It  was  th»Q  Idid  upon  the  table* 

Ma.  Gbattau's  Motiok  fo^  a  Cosi- 

lUTTEB    9N    TU»    ClaUAS   OF  THE   RoMAN 

Catholics.]  On  the  motjoo  of  Mr. 
yorke,  the  9tb,  lOtb  and  1  ith  sections  of 
Ijie  Act  of  the  1st  of  William  ^  Mary^ 
cb?p»  2»  commonly  called  the  Bill  of 
Eigbts*  wwi*^  ^^^^  by  the  Clerk.    After 

Mr.  Grattan  rose  and  said ; 

Sir;  I  am  very  happy  that  the  right  bon. 
fefttleman  has  caused  those  passages  in 
the  Bill  of  Bights  to  be  read  to  the  House, 
for  I  am  distinctly  of  opinion,  that  the 
qualifications,  which  it  equmerates  as  the 
indispensable  accoippaniments  of  the  so* 
Tfir^gnty  of  tbb  empir<e^  ought  to  form  f 
part  of  liie  preamble  of  any  bill,  which 
may  be  introduced*  into  parliament,  for 
tb^  relief  of  the  Soman  Catholics;  forj 
Q'lr^f  it  is  most  necessary  and  mo^t  wise 
that,  whenever  w«  admit  the  Catholics  to 
the' privileges  whicii  they  claim,  we  should 
ensure  to  the  Protestants  the  unendan* 
gered  continuance  of  all  the  priyileges. 
which  are  foqnded  on  the  Act  of  Settle*^ 
iaen(.  The  s|m#  measure  which  gives 
liberty  to  the  one.  shoi^ld  give  security  to 
the  other. 

I  rise.  Sir.  to  support  ^he  Petition  which 
J  had  the  honour  to  present^  from  the  Ca* 
ihoHcs  of  Ireland.  I  am  sure  I  may  say, 
without  fear  of  coiUr^adiction.  that  this 
Petition  is.  generally,  from  the  Gatholios 
of  Ireland.  Jt  is  substaptialJy  true,  that  it 
conveys  the  wishes  of  that  whole  i;»ody« 
The  motion  which  I  mean  to  make  is. 
that  the  House  will  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee,  in  pursuapce  of  the  Resolution 
which,  at  the  desire  of  my  right  bon. 
friend,  h^  been  read  by  tJhe  Cl^k  at  th« 
labia.  Sir.  I  kntm  very  well,  that  a  reso- 
lution of  a  former  parluimjeatXAnnot  bind 
its  successor ;  at  the  ssun^  time.  I  do  not 
conceive  that  I  am  guilty  of  an^  impror 

g'iety  in  referring  to  the  resolution  of  i^ 
rmer  parliament. 

I  have  to  lament,  and  it  would  be  mu> 
serable  affectation  not  to  acknowledge  it. 
tbM  the  pe^tio^s  against  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics  are  very  nuoierpiisly  and 
W^y  jrsi|iept»bly  ing/m.    I  J^te  to  U^ 
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mept  tl^  there  are  still,  in  my  naliTe 
country,  many  individuals.  enhgliteiii:4 
in  other  respects,  but  fallible  on  &e  snb« 
je^t  of  religious  distinctions.  I  hare  also 
to  lament  and  condemp  the  veiiaiBaAt 
manner  in  which  some  of  these  petition! 
denounce  the  Catholics.  I  will  avoid  tbt 
example;  and  in  the  allusions  which  I 
may  find  it  necessary  to  make  to  the  Pnn 
testant  petitions.  I  will  speak  of  thoae^ 
from  whom  ihey  have  proceeded,  witb 
the  highest  respect.  I  do  respect  and 
love  many  of  them.  I  dissent  partially 
from  their  opinions;  but  I  respect  and 
love  thfem  personally.  Nay.  more.  I  will 
consider  them,  not  as  present  enemies,  bat 
as. futiire  friends  to  the  Catholics.  They 
live  in  the  same  country,  they  are  em^ 
barked  in  the  same  cause,  they  have  the 
same  battles  to  fight,  against  the  common 
enemy,  for  the  common  int^est.  Never 
can  it  b^  my  wish  to  widen  the  breach 
between  great  bodies  of  men.  The  parti- 
cular object  of  the  Catholic  petition  itself 
is  general  concord.  Never  can  I  think 
that  any  diftrence  in  religion  must  ne? 
eessarily  lead  to  civil  discord.  Never  can 
I  believe  (hat  revelation  came  down  to 
us  a  firebrand,  to  justify  parliament  in 
witbholdiqg,  from  a  part  of  the  subjects 
of  the  realm,  their  just  rights. 

Sir.  I  am  the  more  induced  to  hope  that 
the  caMse  which  I  have  undertaken 
humbly  to  advocate  will  ultimately  be 
successf4il.  because  I  recollect  tliat.  in  the 
Irish  parliament  of  179^.  some .  g^enteral 
and  Strong  resolutions  were  a^Jopted 
against  the  claims  then  made  by  the  Cat 
tbolios :  end  that,  in  the  next  sei^ton. 
m^ra  was  acjtuaily  granted  to  the  Catholics 
than  they  bad  claimed.  The  understand- 
ing of  the  Irish  parliament  enlarged  with 
the  exigency  ot  the  state,  i  trust  that 
this  will  be  the  case  with  us.  With  this 
view  to  ih^  ultimate  success  of  Catholic 
emai¥:ipetioi^  1  beg  leave  to  ^lake  a  few 
obtervatiens  oin  the  A^ti-Catholic  pati* 
tions  on  your  table,  using  that  liberty 
with  the  arguments  they  contain  which 
my  cause  aaay  require ;  bi|Mt  i)»aintaiiHB9 
tb#  greatest  respect  for  the  p^^sons  whte 
have  signed  them,  nod  who.  J  ace  per* 
snaded.  9fe  sinoiNre  jn  that,  which  I.  niavnf> 
theless.  consider  to  be  «  very  nystaken 
yiew  of  this  important  subjeci. 

In  the  first  placef'Sif,  I  .objea  to  the 
maetfier  i«i  which,  in  man^  instances  iia 
this  «09ntry.  and  mare  particnlariy  in  ln$r 
land«  tl^ese  peititions  have  hteea  obtained^ 
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tftt  r^qnisitifm  to  the  sfaeriffi  ^  the  tb* 
ipeettre  counties,  to  caH  a  tneetiiig  of  ihcf 
PlrotestafH  inhabitants.  Now,  it  appears 
lo  me  to  be  exceed! »gFy  oti^ectiotmbYe  for 
a  public  officer  to  call  the  people  toge- 
tti!^  in  sects ;  and  to  gi^e,  tor  a  private 
And  party  meetings  the  authority  of  a  pub*' 
'  fi^  assenrrbly.  Again,  it  appears  to  me 
exceedingly  objectionable  thus  to  separate 
Ireltgtotis  sects,  and  to  give  the  settblance 
6f  public  aathority  to  religious  animosffies. 
1  object  again  to  calling  6nie  part  of  hii 
Majesty's  subjects  to  petition  agarnst  ano« 
ther;  and  still  more  do  1  object  to  their 
^itioning  another  country  against  the 
liberties  of  their  own. 

Sir,  I  be^  flot  to  be  imdfcrstood  as  cast- 
ing any  rejections  on  the  IrishrPfotestatrt 
petitioners ;  but  their  object  has  evidently 
been  neither  more  nor  less  than  this->-^to 
intreat  the  parFiament  of  this  totii^try  not 
to  grant  ciWI  fibcrty  to  the  gi^at  body  of 
Ibe  people  of  Iretand.  They  petition  us 
to  ittfflct  on  their  countrymen  a  sentence 
M  perpetual  incapacitv :  they  petition  us 
to  anfloonce  tdr  Ireland,  the  destifratton  of 
bemg  fol"  ever  a  divided  colbny,  and  to 
hiypress  on  the  gencfral  sense,  8n  acqufes* 
cence  in  the  necessity  of  this  being  a  di- 
tided  empire.  Sitting  for  a  notoment,  they 
lirave  given  judgment  for  eternity.  Let  us 
c^mstder  a  little  their  reasons  tbr  this 
judgment.  Ode  of  the  first  observations 
which  these  petitions  contaifl,  is,  thilt  the 
lone  which  the  Catholics  hate  assumed 
renders  it  unwise  to  grafit  their  claims. 
But  that  is  not  the  question.  We  are  not, 
in  the  parliatnent  of  the  mrited  empire, 
entering  into  an  examination  of  the  argu- 
ments which  may  have  been  ursed  in  this 
•r  that  body.  We  are  net  enquiring  wh6* 
ther  Mr.  A.  or  Mr.  B.  may  or  may  nof 
have  spoken  too  fifeely.  What  has  the 
conduct  of  any  particular  assembly  to  do 
with  (he  great  bwJy  of  ihe  Catholics?  The 
qiiestion  is,  shall  the  great  body  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  be  emancipated  ?  The 
opponents  of  the  Catholic  claims  say,  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  emancipated,  because 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick  published  a  libel.  But 
this  is  not  a  question  dependent  on  such 
circumstances.  I  do  not  say  that  there 
teay  not  have  been  much  warmth  ex- 
Iribited  In  the  discussi6n  in  Ir^lknd ;  but  I 
•ay  that  the  question  is^ — can  yon,  in  any 
of  their  proceedings,  eharge  the  C^thoHcs 
with  want  of  allegiance  ?  It  is  a  ques- 
tion  of  allegiance.  If  it  ean  be  shewn 
that  the  Catholics  of  Ir^IanJ  hHv^ 
Aewii  a  disposition  adfene  to  I6yalty» 


ih^n  my  ttnAUm  €f»flt  ft»  bet  ny^ctedl 
Bdi  if,  on  the  eonlrary,  there  doe«  hoc  ftp« 
fiftar  thf  di#a0^«€it>ii  in  their  proeeed^ 
rags,  in  their  speetfits^  or  in  their  gent^ai 
oondcH5,  theft  tf»e  r(<8olatfloir  of  thairics  td 
ihe  Irish  CitbolfeSi  wifM  Vva»  lof olretf  14 
the  resolution  of  thanks  e^  the  army  vvhrleh 
gained  thie  victorr  «f  SsflMrMca,  shouhi 
be  followed  up  m  its  fdH  Mid  genuine 
spirit ;  and  the  Catholics  of  IfeltiAd  shdtiM 
be  considered  as  ewlfled  lo  the  same  civil 
liberties,  as  ther  other  toyAl  subjects  of  hU 
M^jetifB  empire  hKl^e  a  ftatursif  and  le^I 
right  to  peissess. 

fiaWnff  thus  stttt«d  th^  question  to  b« 
one  of  attefgiance,  lei  tt«  proceed,  Sif,  t<l 
examine  how  the  Anti-Chlholtcs  htf€ 
made  oat  their  c«se.  They  say,  that  th« 
Catholics  desire  political  power.  Why 
sh<iuld  Ihey  fM«  ?  Why  shoM  they  h4 
senteticied^  to*  utter  and  hopeless  exc]ur<» 
Sion  from  M  politfeal  power  ?  But,  Sir, 
the  Catholics  have  not  applied  for  political 
power.  They  have  applied  for  poHttcal 
proteirtion;  a«d  noe  farther  for  pdi- 
tiical  ptwtr  than  as  political  power  is  ln<> 
separable  fi^oin  poTitical  protection.  Th« 
€athoilics,  having  given  pledges  of  their 
iMegiahce,  desire  rtot  to  be  bound  in  fet- 
ters, from  which  their  fellofw^ubjccts  art 
ftte ;  they  desire  not  to  btf  taxed  without 
their  own  consent ;  they  desire  not  to  btf 
tried  by  pertoffs  who  are  exclusively  par- 
tizans^-^ot  oiriy*  partisans,  but  who  are 
actually  covenanted  against  them.  'Hr 
the  enquiry,  *  Wbatt  is  your  wish  ?'  they* 
«^p'y» '  We  wish  for  OUT  liberties.  Wcf  dor 
not  diittand  this  or  that  office,  but  werd^- 
sire  to  possess  our  just  civil  qualifications.^ 
Do  you  understand  ^em  ?  Is  this  limbl- 
tlon  ?  If  It  IS  ambithm,  then  was  Magna 
Charta  ambition^-^then  wfts  the  Beclara- 
tion  of  Righu  ambitiotr.  Protection,  not 
power,  -Is  tha  request  of  the  Cathefics. 
The  Catholic  petitioners  ask  for  protec- 
tion ;  It  is  the  Protestants  who  ask  for 
power.  The  Protestants  tftk  for  tii«  as- 
cendancy  of  their  sect-ii*>tUe  C^thoHcS  ask 
for  the  ascendancy  of  the  hW.  Let  the 
repeat,  that  I  wish  to  treat  Che  Protestanti^ 
with  all  possible  respect.  It  is  ram^f 
that  they  shotild  be  tenacious  of  theft  p^-^ 
culiar  privileges.  But,  unquCStlontibly* 
they  desire,  by  their  petitions,  to  koep  ^It* 
the  patronage  of  Ireland  in  their  haiiali,«««' 
to  maintain  a'  continued  ascendancy— tor 
govern  the  other  sects  in  th«  coiintiy ;. 
while  the  Catholics  only  desire,  mtbeit 
petitions,  th^  the  WfaolO  should  b^  go*' 
vtiriied  bylanequttl  law.c-ThePkrotestnitf 
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petitioners  Mtert,  that  the  Catholics  want 
power,  in  order  to  make  laws  for  the  Pro- 
testant church.  No,  they  only  desire,  as 
I  have  before  stated,  not  to  be  taxed  with« 
oat  their  own  consent— not  to  be  tried  by 
partizans,  nor  juries  called  by  partizaos. 
Their  prayer  is,  that  the  Protestant  church 
should  be  governed,  not  by  Catholics,  but 
by  Protesunts;  for  the  Catholics  know, 
and  the  Protestants  know,  that  under  any 
circumstances,  and  afler  any  concessions, 
the  majority  in  this  House  most  be  Pro- 
testants, and  ^hat,  by  that  majority,  the 
laws  for  the  Protesunt  church  must  be 
made.  But  the  members  of  the  Protes- 
tant church,  who  have  petitioned  as,  de- 
•ire  to  make  laws  exclusively  for  the  Ca- 
tholic church.  They  wish  to  controul  the- 
conscience  of  the  Catholic,  as  well  as  to 
bind  him  in  other  respects.  They  are 
filling  to  receive  the  tithes  of  the  Ca- 
tholic labour,  but  they  desire  to  exclude 
the  Catholic  from  a  participation  in  the 
blessings  of  the  constitution.  Their  argu- 
ment is  this,  « the  persons  who  regulate 
the  Protestant  Church  should  be  of  that 
Church/  Wh^,  then,  all  the  Scotch 
members  of  thu  House  ought  to  be  sent 
away.  All  who  do  not  profess  to  hold 
the  doctrines  of  the  church  of  England 
ought  to  be  sent  away.  The  tendency  of 
the  argument  of  these  gentlemen  is,  that 
we  ought  to  have  a  church  government. 
But  ours  is  not  achurch  government,  it 
is  a  representative  government:  it  in- 
cludes all  classes,  all  religions,  all  descrip* 
tions  of  persons,  exce|>t  the  Catholic  and 
the  churchman.  The  'principle  on  which 
these  gentlemen  insist  will  prove  fatal. 
If  you  confine  the  enjoyments  of  the  con- 
stitution to  the  limiu  of  the  church  of 
England,  you  will  endanger  the  empire ; 
if  you  extend  it  to  all  religious  persua- 
sions, you  will  place  the  empire  in  a  state 
of  security. 

The  parliament  is  justly  called  imperial. 
It  is  not  a  partizan.  The  Catholics  of 
Ireland  make  a  part  of  the  third  estate.  Is 
it  not  so  ?  Is  not  the  great  body  of  electors 
in  Ireland  Catholic  ?  Does  it  not  follow  that 
a  part,  and  that  no  inconsiderable  portion, 
of  the  third  estate  is  already  Catholic  ? 
And  can  we,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that 
this  IS  incompatible  with  the  genuine 
principles  of  the  British  constitution  ?  But 
the  fact  is,  Sir,  that  the  Protestants  will 
and  must  have  the  ascendancy  in  the  state. 
The  great  population  of  the  empire  is  Pro- 
testant— the  great  property  of  the  empire 
Is  Protestant.     This  ascendancy  the  Pro- 


testants have  a  right  to  possess,  but  they 
ought  to  possess  it,  not  by  the  exclusion 
of  their  fellow  subjects  from  a  participa- 
tion of  civil  liberty,  but  in  virtue  of  their 
superior  numbers  and  property. 

Sir,  in  the  provision  for  the  royal  autho- 
rity being  exclusively  Protestant,  the 
Protestant  interest  has  another  great  and 
wise  security  for  the  maintenance  of  its 
ascendancy.  The  admission  of  the  Ca- 
tholics to  their  civil  rights  will  be  entirely 
co-existent  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
Protestant  ascendancy ;  and,  by  granting 
that  admission,  you  will  strengthen  and 
fortify  the  whole  empire.  To  grant  t^e 
Catholics  their  privileges,  will  be  to  iden- 
tify the  people ;  for  it  is  by  granting  them 
their  rights  that  you  must  expect  to  iden- 
tify them,  and  not  by  keeping  them  in 
chains.  To  grant  the  Catholics  their 
privileges,  maintaining  the  just  ascend- 
ancy of  the  Protestants,  will  be  much 
more  effectually  to  support  the  state, 
and^  much  more  effectually  to  support 
the  church,  than  either  can  be  supported 
by  a  monopoly  of  power,  and  without  that 
identification  of  the  people  of  the  two 
countries,  which  such  a  measure  alone  can 
insure. 

Superficial,  indeed,  are  the  arguments 
of  the  opposers  of  emancipation.  They 
think  that  the  admission  of  five  or  six  in- 
dividuals (such  men  as  lord  Fingal,  and 
other  enlightened  members  of  the  Catholic 
body)  into  parliament,  will  be  productive 
of  injurionstxmsequences,  but,  to  the  alien- 
ation of  four  or'  five  millions  of  persons 
out  of  parliament  they  attach  no  impor- 
tance ! 

Aright  hon.  gentleman  has  talked  of 
the  pains  and  penalties  which,  as  he  thinks 
were  justly  inflicted  on  the  Catholics  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolution.  They  were 
not,  however,  the  effects  of  the  Revolution, 
but  took  place  long  after  the  reign  of 

^ueen  Anne.  As  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
atholics  from  political  j  power,  at  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  that  was  not  an 
original  idea  at  that  period,  but  arose  out 
of  and  was  founded  on  the  fabricated  plot 
of  Titus  Oates,  the  severities  occasioncMi 
by  which  were  even  mitigated  at  the  Re« 
volution.  And  will  parliament  make  the 
madness  of  that  time  the  rule  by  which 
the  liberty  of  their' fellow-subjects  is  to  be 
regulated  at  all  times  ?  '  But,'  say  the 
Anti-Catholics,  '  toleration  in  England  is 

r eater  than  in  any  other  country.'     Sir» 
know  very  well,  that  the  principles  of 
every  established  church  are  in  some  do^ 
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gree  hostile  to  toleration :  there  is  scarcely 
any  church  which  will  tolerate  so  exten- 
8f?ely  and  liberally  as  a  wise  parliament 
ought  to  do ;  bat  when  it  is  maintained 
that  toleration  in  England  exceeds  that  of 
any  other  country— ^hat  it  is  perfect — I 
must  declare  my  opinion  to  be  the  reverse. 

Abroad,  in  Catholic  countries,  persons 
professing  a  difiereoce  of  religious  senti- 
mentSi  enjoy,  not  only  toleration,  but  qua- 
lification— at  horne^  in  a  Protestant  corni- 
Uy,  persons  professing  a  difference  of  re- 
ligiotis  sentiments  are  not  only  disquali- 
fied, but  hardly  tolerated.  Abroad,  sec- 
taries enjoy  toleration,  united  with  qualifi^ 
eatfon— -here,  they  hare  a  scanty  tolera- 
lion,  united  with  pains  and  penalties 

In  France,  for  instance,  no  man  is  dis* 
qualified  on  account  of  his  religious  opi- 
nions. >In  Hungary,  toleration  and  quali- 
fication are  completed.  I  will  read  an 
edict  issued  by  the  Hungarian  diet,  in 
1701.  It  declares,  •*  that  all  persons  shall 
have  free  exercise  of  their  respective  re- 
ligions, with  full  liberty  to  build  churches, 
«rect  steeples,  found  schools,  form  church- 
yards, &c.  without  impediment/'  So 
nrach  for  religious  toleration !  Now  for 
civil  qualification.  The  edict  proceeds  to 
say,  thai  "  the  public  charges,  offices,  and 
honoars,  high  or  low,  great  and  small, 
shall  be  given  to  native  {Hungarians,  who 
deserve  veil  of  their  country,  and  who 
are  competent  to  hold  them,  without  any 
regard  to  their  religious  persuasions. ' 
This  is  Uie  declaration  of  a  Popish  diet. 
This  proceeds  from  one  of  those  nations 
which,  according  to  the  Anti^cCatholics, 
haspo  idea  of  toleration,  as  compared  with 
this  country !  This  Catholic  government 
gives  not  only  toleration,  but  qualification, 
mnd  the  Catholic  church  acquiesces  in  the 
gift.  We  give  toleration  without  qualifi- 
cation ;  and  we  accompany  that  tolera- 
tion with  pains  and  penalties.  The  Anti- 
CatboKc  petitions  require,  that  those  pains 
and  penalties  should  be  continued.  The 
petitioners  seem  totally  ignorant  of  the  real 
state  of  things.  They  declare  generally 
(mayors  and  corporations)  that  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Catholics  are  the  same  as  they 
were  at  ^  worst  of  times.  They  state,  and 
they  state  it  after  the  demolition  of  the  Va- 
tican-Rafter the  prostration  of  the  inquisi- 
tion— after  the  fall  of  the  Pope,  that  religious 
toleration  and  that  civil  qualification  ought 
not  to  be  granted,  which  is  allowed  in 
every  great  country  in  £urope,  England 
•xcepted.  They  assume  that  to  be  true 
io  argument  whichjs  false  in  fact.    They 
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quote  Catholic  writers,  who  have  said  that 
the  fathers  and  they  hold  the  same  opt« 
nions;'and  on  this  the  Anti-Catholics 
found  a  monstrous  mis-statement. 

Sir,  the  Catholics  of  the  present  day  haTe 
evinced  their  principles  by  their  oaths* 
They  haTe  abjured  every  criminal  tenet  at» 
tributed  to  their  ancestors.  In  taking  an 
oath,  framed  by  a  Protestant,  enacted  by  a 
Protestant  parliament,  and  going  into  ih% 
minutise  of  rejection,  the  Catholics  have  ac« 
quitted  themselves,  by  a  solemn  obligation, 
of  the  principles  formerly  imputed  to  them. 
They  nevertheless,  maintain,  that  there  is 
no  difference  of  opinion  between  them 
and  their  ancestors,  because  they  maintain, 
that  their  ancestors  were  charged  un- 
justly with  entertaining  criminal  opinions. 
This  defence  of  their  ancestors  has  been 
converted  into  a  crimination  of  them- 
selves; and  they  are  suspected  of  main* 
taining  doctrines,  an  adherence  to  which 
they  deny  on  oath. 

It  is  said,  by  the  Anti-*Catholics,  that 
ihe  Catholics  have  been,  and  are  always 
the  same.  The  Catholics  allow  that  a^ 
true  Catholic  was  and  4s  always  the  same ;  ^ 
but  they  add,  that  a  criminal  Catholic  is 
not  a  true  one.  ''  But  the  Catholics  are 
enemies  to  the  Church  of  England.^'  Be« 
lieve  me.  Sir,  it  is  a  very  hasty  and  im* 
prudent  assertion  ;  it  is  one  calculated  to 
make  the  Catholics  that  which  they  are 
not— enemies  to  the  Church  of  England. 
If  it  proceeds  from  high  authority,  it  might 
be  seriously  dangerous;  but  coming  as  it 
does,  from  persons,  however  respectable, 
whose  opinions  are  not  entitled  to  very 
serious  consideration,  it  may  be  compara- 
tively innoxious.  Sir,  why  should  the 
Catholics  be  enemies  of  the  church  of 
England?  If  the  endeavours  of. the  Ca- 
tholic to  obtain  his  civil  liberties  be  op* 
posed  by  the  church  of  England,  then  it  it 
not  the  Catholic  which  is  the  enemy  of  the 
church  of  England,  but  the  church  of  Eng- 
land which  is  the  enemy  of  the  Catholic. 

What  is  it.  Sir,  which  is  to  make  a  Ca- 
tholic an  enemy  to  the  church  of  England  ? 
Is  it  his  doctrine  ?  Is  it  the  doctrine  of 
penance,  of  absolution,  of  extreme  unction  ? 
The  affirmative  wonld  subject  the  affirmed 
to  the  most  just  ridicule  and  scorn.  So 
much  for  the  hostility  of  the  Catholics  to 
the  church  !  '  But,'  it  is  said  further,  *  the 
Catholics  are  enemies  to  the  state.'  [Some 
honourable  members  on  the  other  side  of  th« 
House  observed,  that  they  were  so  '  in 
principle?']-*In  principle  !  Sir,  I  deny  it 
How  are  principles  to  be  ascertained  but 
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\Y  a<;UoDs  ?  If  ihey  are  eoemiet  to  Ui« 
«tat9,  let  ua  go  into  the  commUiee  ;  aad 
let  those  who  allege  that  the  Ca^tbolips  are 
eoemies  to  the  atate,  support  their  allega* 
Uona  by  evidence.  If  they  plead  ibe 
Canoos  eif  the  council  of  Later ap>  of  Con- 
atance#  of  Trent^  I  will  produce  authority 
of  a  iBuch  higheir  descriptioa ;  I  wUI  ad- 
duce the  te«titf9ooy  of  the  parUameni  of 
(he  united  empiiie.  1  will  ()«iole  the 
thanks  of  that  parlit^meifit  uoaoKnottsly 
?^^d  t«a  armies,  of  which  a  large  ceaapor 
oent  part  was  Catholic^  for  the  moat  im- 
yortant  service  readefed  to  the  a(«te. 

Siv>  the  opponents  of  the  Cai^iottca  m 
CM  tQ  assert,  tha(  they  are  euemies  loli. 
bexty*  What!  the  autbots  of  Magna 
Charta  eaemief  to  Uheriv !  Aad  'have 
|he  Catholics  shewn  no  other  attacboMni 
to  liberty  ?  I  aay  that  the  very  I)eelMa-» 
tioa  of  Higbts,  which,  on  the  noUon  of 
|he  fight  hQO.  gentleman  opposite*  was 
read  by  the  clerk,  sufficieaUy  ahaws  the 
fiittachiQ^nt  of  the  Catholic  to  liberty :  for 
whs^  does  that  declaration  ?  It  doea  not 
4)nact  new  lavs,  but  it  re-affirau  those 
which  the  dectorera  found  already  esta- 
blished ;  and  by  whons  were  they  esta- 
blished ?  Whe^  were  their  authors  ?  The 
Catholica^those  alleged  enemies  of  the 
Dburck^-U^eae  alleged  en^mtea  ef  tbe 
atate-i^-tboae  alleged  eqemief  of  liberty  I 
Why  did  the  legitlatere,  at  the  period  of 
the  Revolution*  go  bo  fiirtber  tJha«  to  de^ 
clara  the  law  ?  Because  tbe  Rooaaa  Catbc^ 
Hoi  had  w^  only  ^en  friendly  to  liberty, 
hmbadestabliahedthe  principles  of  liberty 
by  statute,  that  the  wisdom  of  the  re- 
fornaers  could  i^t  exceed  their  distioet 
euactmentf. 

$ir«  what  is  the  aa^eunt  of  the  charge 
now  preferred  against  the  Catholics? 
-That  they  are  governed  and  swayed  by 
iaU  those  caiioQs  «rbicb,  they  contead, 
.bave  been  grossly  misinterpreted;  but 
.wbifb,  however  iAierpreted,  ibey  have 
fpraworn*  They  are  aecused  of  maintain- 
ing the  depoaing  power  of  the  Pope^-of 
icbrrtsbiug  regicidal  principles,  and  of  aa- 
«ertii^  the  right  of  perjury.  On  these 
fMisumpUouft  aod  in  this  eBiighteoed  age, 
the  Catholic  is  not  o^ly  net  admitted  lo 
the  oonMitutien,  byt  formally  excluded 
from  it.  Sir,  I  defy  those  who  are  hoatile 
to  Catholic  concession  to  support  their  po- 
aitions  by  any  thing  but  by  these  canons 
't-^nugat9ryi  contemptible,  ohsolele,  aad 
denied  by  the  Catholics  themselves. 
What  were  the  answers  made  by  tbe  Uni- 
,?arsituif  of  Salamaiioa»  Paria,  Akala^ 


Leuvaiii»  Douay,  and  St^  Qmert»  to  thet 
questions  put  to  them  I 

"  I  •  Has  the  Pope^  or  cardipali^  or  Wkj^ 
body  of  men*  or  aay  ittdividiial  of  tM 
eburcb  of  Rome*  any  civil  authority* 
power, ^irisdiction, or  pre-eminence  wHm« 
soever,  within  tbe  realm  o(  England  ? 

^  9.  Can  the  Pope>  or  cerdiuala*  or  any 
body  of  men,  oc  any  individual  of  w^ 
church  of  Rome,  lybaolve  er  dispense  wilb 
hia  Majesty's  8uli()ects  from  their  oaib  aif 
aUegiaoee,  upeA  any  pretext  whatsoever  h 

<'  3.  Is  there  a«y  pcinciple  ka  the  teaeiM 
of  the  CaAhalic  faith,  by  whicfa  Catholica 
may  break  ihitb  with  Preiieatainta*  oa  ethet 
pertona  diflering  from  then^  in  religioua 
opiniooa*  in  any  traasAeUon^  either  of  % 
public  or  a  private  nature  V* 

They  were  asked  whether  tbe  Pope  had 
a  deposing  power,  a|id  whether  it  was  % 
tenet  of  the  Qatholic  religion  to  held  bo 
faith  with  heretics  ?  Sir,  on  the  best  au^ 
thoritiea,  I  can  assert  that  thoaa  learned 
bodies  were  diapered  not  to  deny*  b«l  to 
ridicule,  the  ofMiiena  imputed  to  the»rrT 
not  to  r^ectt  but  to  acorn  tbem*  They^ 
however,  antwered,  that  the  pope  bad  n» 
auch  deposing  power,  aad  that,  aa  to  tbe 
suppoaition  that  the  Catholics  wooU  keep 
no  faith  with  proteslanta,  they  were  al« 
most  aahtmed  lo  any  any  thing  on  Ibe 
aubjeet. 

Sr,  a  book  baa  been  allude^  to,  vsed 
by  the  studeols  at  Maynooth ;  and  it  has 
been  adduced  as  decisive  evideuoe,  not 
only  pf  the  crinawal  princiales  of  the  Ca- 
tbolica,  but  at  a  proof  of  the  eHminal 
principles,  which  the  posterity  of  tbe 
existing  Catholms  were  doomed  to  imbibe, 
by  its  bein§^  rendered  available  to  ihe  purw 
pose  of  their  education.  These  criminal 
principles  are  the  authority  of  the  Pope  le 
depose  royal  authoritv;  the  consequent 
regicidal  disposition  oi  the  Catholics,  and 
the  tenet  that  no  faith  ia  to  be  kept  wiib 
heretics.  The  work  I  allude  to,  Sir,  if 
called  Tractatoa  de  Ecclesii;  and*  with 
the  permissien  of  the  House,  I  will  read 
aeveral  paasagea  U>  shew  bow  baaideaa 
their  asaertiona  are.  [The  right  boq. 
gentleman  here  read  some  extracts  fna^ 
the  book  in  question.  They  stated  thai 
Christ  had  not  granted  to  St.  Peter  direct 
nor  indirect  power  over  the  temporal  ooa* 
eerus  of  kingdoms;  that,  by  the  fciaga 
and  emperors  of  states  alone,  the  aupreme 
temporal  establishment  of  them  ought  to 
he  held.  Tbat  the  declaratk>ns  of  pf»Btift 
were  not  to  be  oooaidered  as  innUible!, 
nor  aa  paints  of  faith  which  it  was  nocea* 
sary  to  salvation  to  beli«re.] 
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Here,  thes^  Sir,  Is  a  l>e6k  winch  hia 
%een  tr«dtfc«d  tis  a  eonc^trfttioB  of  erik  % 
mud  It  appears  tibat  n  eBJoiilt  printiplet, 
"Airecily  the  rerefse  of  these  which  bare 
been  aBcribed  to  it.  When  soch  are  the 
misrepretomatiom  which  are  circulated, 
tlie  resok  is  not  sorprising.  But  there  is 
•nether  work  of  higher  authority  to  which 
1  wish  to  refer.  I  mean  th«  Oomtaon 
Prayer  Book  of  the  Catholics.  [The  rigfit 
«hon.  gentleaaan  here  <footed  several  pas- 
sages 4^dm  the  Catholic  Prayer  Book ;  the 
tenor  of  wiiich  wss,  «o  declare  that  no  ge- 
neral cbiiiiGi4,«iach  less  a  papal  eoMiitory, 
liad  tke  power  of  depMiig  soveretgna>  ^ 
«bsolviiig  subjems  intm  their  allegialice  ^ 
*-that  the  Pope  h$d  no  aashority»  direet 
or  iad^dt,  over  semporal  afisiirs  ;u^tlMi«, 
iMHwfthstMiding  any  papal  inter^iio^, 
%]  I  Catholic  Mibjedto  were  bowrd  to  defend 
their  king  and  country,  at  the  hazard  of 
aheir  lives  and  fbitonea,  even  «gs^nBt  ilie 
Pop«  4itfnselC  ih6iikl  he  invMla  dieir ' 
country;  —  and,  that  the  alledged  duty 
ef  Catholic  subjects,  to  mardelr  their 
princes,  if  excommunicatted  for  het^sy, 
•was  iiBpiouto  and  execrable,  bemg  con- 
trary to  all  the  known  laws  of  God  atid 
nature.] 

i  have  another  histance  with  which  I 
shall  beg  leave  to  trouble  the  House, 
and  which  will  go  lo  complete  the 
«iiain  of  proofs  which  shew  the  Catho- 
'  Kcs  are  not  without  principles  of  allegi- 
«ace;  and  which  will  acquit  them  of  ever}*^ : 
charge  and  imputation  vn  their  loyalty. 
i  mean  the  oaths  which  are  prescribed  to 
bie  taken  by  Catholics  by  the  3 1  at  and 
55d  of  the  King.  The  oath  of  the  31st, 
which  must  be  taken  by  Roman  Catholics 
in  England,  runs  as  follows  : 

•*  1,  A.  B.  do  hereby  declare,  that  I  do 
profess  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

'« I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  I  do  abjure, 
contemn,  and  detest,  as  unchrtstiiein  and 
Impious,  the  principle  that  it  is  kwful  to 
murder,  destroy^  or  any  ways  injure  any 
persons  whatsoever,  for  or  under  pretence 
of  being  a  heretic :  and  I  do  declare  so- 
lemnly before  God^  that  I  believe,  that  no 
act,  in  Itself  unjust,  immoral,  or  vHched, 
can  ever  be  justified  or  excuaed  by  or 
tinder  pretence  or  colour,  that  itvras  done 
•tther  for  the  good  of  the  church,  or  in  { 
obedience  to  any  eoclesiasttcal  power 
^hatsoerer :  1  also  declare^,  thai  it  is  not 
an  article  of  the  Catholic  faith,  neither  am 
I  horeby  required  to  beKeve  or  profess, 
4hat  the  Pope  is  infsllibk,  or  that  I  «m 
IkMind  to  obey  any  ordtr^  in  its  own  na-^ 


tare  imaftoriA,  though  the  Pop^  or  any 
ecclesiastical  power,  should  issue  or  direst 
sach  order,  bat,  on  the  contrary,  I  hold, 
that  it  Vrould  be  sinful  in  me  to  pay  any 
respect  or  obedience  thereto  :  i  farther 
declare^  that  I  do  not  believe,  that  aay 
sin  whatever  committed  by  asa  can  be 
forgiven,  at  the  mere  wiH  of  any  Popt« 
or  atiy  person  or  persons  whatMever ;  but 
that  sincere  sorrow  for  past  sins,  a  firm 
and  sincere  resoliition  to  avbid  fufuHs 
guilt,  and  lo  a«»ne  to  €rod,  are  previotts 
and  mdispensable  reqtaisites  to  establish 
a  well*- founded  expectation  of  forgiveness; 
and  that  any  person  who  receives  absol«>- 
tion>  without  those  previous  tiequisites,  to 
far  firom  obtakring  thereby  any  ramissfon 
of  his  ains,  inctffs  the  additWrnal  guilt 'OC 
Violating  a  sacraimeaFt ;  and  i  do  swear, 
that  f  will  defend,  to  the  nttoost  of  aoFf 
power,  the  settlement  and  arrwigeasemt'^v 
property  in  this  co«ntl*y,  as  establisbed  hf 
the  Itfws  now  in  being ;  i  do  hereb|^«dia- 
claim,  disavowv  and  solemnly  abjure,  any 
intention  to  subvert  ^e  present  Cburoli 
establishment,  for  the  purpose  of  substi^ 
iating  a  Catholic  establtshment  in  its 
stead ;  and  I  do  hereby  solemnly  sweaa, 
that  I  will  not  exercise  aiiy  privilege  to 
which  I  am  or  may  become  entitl^,  4^ 
disturb  iand  wedcen the ProtestantreliffreWi 
and  Protestant  go^rnment  in  this  klngik 
dom.^'-A^So  help  me  God/' 

But  the  aath  of  the  33d  of  the  -King^ 
whiich  is  particular  to  Ireland,  I  beg  t£s 
House  to  pay  every  attention  to : — 

"  I,  A.  B.  do  hereby  declare,  that  I  d^ 
profess  the  Roman  Ostholic  religion. 

*'  I,  A.  -B.  do  sincerely  promise  att4 
swear,  that  I  will  be  faithful,  and  t>ear  trua 
allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  King  George 
the  5d,  and  him  will  defend  to  ^  utmost 
of  my  power,  against  ;all  conspiracies  and 
atteaipts  whatsoever  that  shall  be  made 
against  his  person,  crown,  or  dignity:  and 
I  will  do  my  utmost  endeavour  to  disclose 
and  tnake  known  to  his  Majesty,  bis  beira 
and  successors,  all  treasons  ana  traitorous 
conspiracies  which  may  be  formed  against 
him  or  them :  and  i  do  faithfully  promke, 
to  maintain,  support,  and  defend,  to  tha 
utmost  of  my  power,  the  succession  of  the 
crown;  which  succession,  by  an  act,  en* 
titled,  '  An  Act  for  the  ftirther  limitation 
of  the  crown,  and  better  securing  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,'  is,  and' 
stands  limited  to  the  princess  8ophia» 
electrnss  and  duchess  dowager  of  Hano* 
ver,  and  thebeirsof  her  body,  being  Pro- 
testaols;  bcpreby.'utberiy  renouncing  and 
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abjurkig  any  obedience  or  allegtaoce  mito 
*  any  otber  person  clatming  or  preteodioff 
a  rigbt  to  the  crown  of  these  realms :  and 
I  do  swear,  that  I  do  reject^  and  detest,  as 
an  unchristian  and  impious  position,  that 
it  is  lawful  to  murder  or  destroy  any  per- 
son or  persons  whatsoever,  for,  or  under 
pretence  of,  their  being  heretics  or  infi- 
dels ;  and  also  that  unchristian  and  im- 
pious principle,  that  faith  is  not  to  bef  kept 
with  heretics  or  infidels :  and  I  further 
declare,  that  it  is  not  an  article  of  my 
faith,  and  that  I  do  renounce,  reject,  and 
abjure  the  opinion,  that  princes,  excom* 
niunicated  by  the  Pope  and  council,  or 
any  authority  of  the  see  of  Rome,  or  by 
any  authority  whatsoever,  may  be  deposed 
or  murdered  by  their  subjects,  or  any  per- 
son whauoer er :  and  I  do  promise,  that  I 
will  not  hold,  maintain,  or  abet  any  such 
opinion,  or  any  other  opinions,  contrary 
lo  what  is  expressed  in  this  declaration  : 
and  I  do  declare,  that  I  do  not  belieye 
that  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or  any  other  fo- 
reign prince,  prelate,  state,  or  potentate, 
iia^i,  or  ou^bt  to  have,  any  temporal  or 
civil  jurisdiction,  power,  superiority,  or 
pre-eminence,  directly  or  indirectly, 
•within  this  realm  :  and  I  do  solemnly,  in 
Ihe  presence  of  God,  profess,  testify,  and 
declare,  that  I  do  make  thir  declaration, 
And  every  part  thereof,  in  the  plain  and 
ordinary  sense  of  the  words  of  this  oath, 
without  any  evasion,  equivocation,  or 
mental  reservation  whatever,  and  without 
any  dispensation  already  granted  by  the 
Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  see  of 
Rome,  or  any  person  M^hatever,  and  with- 
out thinking  that  I  am,  or  can  be  acquit- 
4ed  before  God  on  man,  or  absolved  of 
this  declaration,  or  any  part  thereof,  al- 
though the  Pope,  or  any  other  person  or 
authority  whatsoever,  shall  dispense  with, 
or  annul  the  same,  or  declare  that  it  was 

null  or  void. So  help  me  God/' 

Now  I  ask  what  further  answer  you  re- 
<|uire  to  the  charges  urged  against  the 
Catholics  ?  There  is  a  further— an  indict- 
ment or  information— a  criminal  proceed- 
ing is  the  only  answer.  The  petitioners 
•gainst  the  Catholics  may  say  what  they 
choose  as  to  their  good  intentions,  but 
with  respect  to  the  pamphlets,  which 
charge  them  with  murder  and  treason  as 
their  cree<l,  they  must  charge  them  with 
perjury  also.  If  such  a  pamphlet  were 
wrtttea  against  my  lord  Fingal  or  sir  Tho- 
mas Bellew,  the  printer  would  say  in  vain 
"  that  he  did  not  mean  such  an  impirta^Dii. 
fakippose  lord  Fingal  should  iadiel  the  au- 


thor, would  he  be  suffered  to  produce  the 
canons  in  his  defence  ?  WouM  my  lori 
Ellenborough  or  any  other  judge,  sufier 
htm  to  extenuate  the  olience,  by  citing 
the  decreet  of  the  council  of  Constance, 
or  the  council  of  Trent  ?— No  !  Bat  tbe 
author  might  urge  in  his  defence,  that  he 
had  no  particular  meaning  injurious  to 
lord  Fingal  or  sir  Thomas  Bellew,  but 
only  to  four  millions  of  his  Majesty's  Ca- 
tholic subjects.  But  there  is  another,  re* 
futation  of  such  a  charge  asainst  the  Ca- 
tholics—the impossibility  of  its  t»uth :  it 
amounts  to  such  a  pitch  of  moral  turpi* 
tode,  as  wouki  burst  asunder  the  bonds  of 
civil  and  social  intercourse;  it  would  be 
a  dissolution  of  the  elements  of  Society, 
and  of  the  elastic  principle  which  binds 
man  to  man.  It  is  not  merely  unfounded, 
but  monstrous;  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
man,  but  in  the  nature  of  sects,  which, 
when  they  contend  for  power,  charge 
each  other  with  what  they  know  to  be 
false. 

But  there  is  yet  another  answer;  which 
some  of  those  learned  divines,  who  have 
acted  so  conspicooos  a  part  of  late,  would 
do  wdl  to  make  themselves  more  familiar 
with,  before  they  persist  in  such  monstrous 
charges  against  their  Catholic  brethren — 
tbe  Christian  religion.  I  speak  of  the  ac- 
count which  they  give  of  that  religion 
when  they  pray — and  then  I  will  give 
their  account  of  the  same  religion  when 
they  petition.  In  their  prayer  they  say 
that  their  Redeemer  was  sent  as  an  atone- 
ment for  the  whole  human  race,  but  in 
their  petitions  they  say  that  Christians  in 
general  are  monsters.  Tbey  add,  that  the 
Deity  has  been  deaf  to  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  except  this ;  and  that  here  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  religion  is  confined 
to.  certain  colleges  and  corporations — ^that 
^his  is  done  by  certain  barriers— and  that 
those  barriers  are  nothing  more  than  the 
restrictions  by  which  they  keep  all  the 
power  and  all  the  profit  to  themselves^ 
He  is  not  the  same  God  when  they  pray 
and  when  they  petition,  and  therefore  the 
charges  in  this  Petition  must  be  false. 

.  I  beg  here  again  to  profess  great  respect 
for  the  petitioners.  1  hope  the  time  is. not 
far  distant  when  the  Catholics  and  Pro- 
testants shall  be  one  people,  and  when 
they  will  act  together  against  a  commoa 
enemy  in  a  common  cause.  But  what  is 
the  proposal  of  these  petitioners  ?  To  ex- 
cUatde  for. ever  a  great  portion  of  their  fel^ 
low  subjects  from  the  constitution.  Th» 
is  a  pretty  strong  proposal.    Wby.do  they 
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«mkeii?  Because  the  Cstbolics  are  traitors 
and  marderers.  It  is  a  proposal  to  exclude 
no  fewer  tbanone^fifth  of  the  wbole  popu- 
lation of  your  empire  from  all  political  in- 
fluence. 1  say  if  you  allow  these  things  to 
go  on— if  you  do  not  put  a  stop  to  this 
torrent  of  contumely,  you  will  scold  these 
unfortunate  men  out  of  all  connection 
with  you.  But  it  becomes  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament  to  consider,  not  whe- 
ther any  causes  of  discord  unfortunately 
exist,  but  whether  you  ha^e  the  elements 
of  concord  within  your  power. 

You  say  on  the  one  part,  that  there  are 
legitimate  objections,  and  you  enumerate 
4fae  evils  which  may  arise  from  the  re- 
4no¥al  ofthedisqoalificationof  the  Catho- 
lics. But  a  great  portion  of  the  Protes- 
tants of  Ireland,  have  not  seen  those  evils. 
They  have  petitioned  in  favour  of  tKe  Ca- 
tholics. I  nave  a  book  filled  with  their 
4tame8  in  my  pocket.  I  know  that  it  will 
be  said  again,  that  the  Catholics  insist  on 
conditions.  I  will  not  take  this  argument 
—you,  the  Parliament,  are  to  frame  your 
Bill,  and  to  propose  your  conditions — the 
Catholics  do  not  see  what  security  they 
ought  to  give— they  say  that  they  have 
already  given  every  security  ;  though  a 
aynod  of  their  bishops  has  declared  that 
they  have  no  indisposition  to  every  mode 
of  conciliation — '  We  seek  for  nothing,' 
lay  they,  '  but  the  integrity  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  ;'  but  every  thing  which 
does  not  trench  on  the  security  of  their 
church,  or  which  is  necessary  for  you, 
they  are  ready  to  grant  you.  They  are 
against  makihg  their  liberty  a  conditional 
boon;  they  do  not  see  the  necessity  of 
what  you  demand,  but  they  will  give  you 
every  security  you  think  necessary,  pro- 
Tided  it  does  not  derogate  from  the  rights 
of  their^  church.  Then,  I  say,  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Catholica  and  the  rights  of  the 
Protestant  church  are  perfectly  consistent, 
Jind  parliament  should  find  the  means  of 
reconciling  them. 

Give  me  leave  to  say,  as  to  the  Anti- 
Catholic  petitioners,  that  many  of  them 
do  not  profess  themselves  hostile  to  the 
principle,  but  anxious  about  the  mode  of 
extending  those  rights  claimed  by  the 
Catholics.  They  do  jnot  say,  '  exclude 
the  Catholics/  but  do  not  admit  the  Catho- 
lics unless  you  take  Qare  of  our  religion* 
I  do  not  say,  that  I  am  obliged  to  agree 
that  the  church  of  England  is  an  enemy 
to  the  liberty  of  the  Catholics— still  less 
-that  the  people  of  England  are  enemies  to 
Akeir  liberty — so  far.  from  it,  that  I  would 


little  fear  to  repose  the  question  on  their 
good  sense  ana  aob^r  integrity.  1  do  be- 
liere,  that,  if  they  thought  their  religion 
was  safe,  they  would  be  among  the 
warmest  friends  of  the  Catholics.  The 
only  point,  then,  is4he  security  of  the  Pro»> 
testant  church,  and,  for  that,  they  have 
pointed  out  the  means^ — they  have  no 
right  to  say  that  they  are  the  only  judges 
of  the  conditions  to  be  imp9sed,  or  who  are 
to  tell  you  that  you  can  only  save  the 
church  of  ]£ngland  by  denying  their 
prayers  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland^  Yoa 
shall  have  declared,  in  the  strongest  nian^ 
ner,  all  the  securities  you  can  ask;  you 
shall  have  the  crown  and  its  succession 
confirmed,  as  fundamental,  unalienable, 
and  sacred  ;  you  shall  have,  the  episcopal 
church  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland^ 
as  established  by  law. 

Some  of  the  petitioners  against  the  Ca- 
tholics, desire  the  separation  to  be  eternal  f 
I  would  secure  the  church  and  the  state  by 
identification;  they  would  do  it  by  pa- 
tronage—I by  union.  I  would  effect  every 
object  by  bringing  in  a  Bill,  whidh  should 
contain  such  provisions  as  would  guard 
the  rights  of  the  church,  and  the  colleges, 
and  the  corporations ;  and  I  would  leave 
other  provisions,  to  be  filled  up  by  others 
in  the  committee,  provided  they  were  not 
filled  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  qualify, 
or  rather  to  neutralize,  ^e  liberty  you 
were  conceding,  or  to  displace  the  gift 
you  were  bestowing.  Such  a  measure- 1 
think  practicable,  and  I  know  it  to  be  de- 
sirable. This  preamble  I  would  make  a 
covenant  of  concord,  in  which  I  would 
urge  the  necessity  of  putting  an  end  to  all 
animosities,  national  and  religious. 

The  two  islands  have  been,  for  two 
centuries,  in  a  state  of  political  contest— I 
would  put  an  end  to  it — I  would  have  the 
liberty  of  the  press  unrestrained  in  every 
thing  but  one— the  people  should  not 
abuse  one  another  out  of  their  allegiance. 
They  have  the  French  and  the  Dutch  to 
quarrel  with  abroad,  and  they  may  quarrel 
with  ministers  at  home,  or  if  they  do  not 
like  that,  they  may  attack  the  opposition : 
But  they  should  never  wage  war  against 
each  other.  It  is  a  system  which  you 
cannot  put  an  end  to  too  soon — you  are 
one  people— you  have  but  one  interest— 
the  outcry,  which  is  raised  among  you,  is 
neither  the  voice  of  religion,  nor  the  voice 
of  nature,  and  it  cannot  be^  appeased  too 
I  would  therefore  propose  as  a  first 


soon. 


step,  that  the  House  should  go  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Catholic  clsiims,  agreeably 
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^  tb«  Retolvtkm  of  tfae  Ittt  (>ai4ilinKtit, 
wold  I  wovM  now  ifi  Ifae  reiohrtton 
wfai<^h  I  should  brhig  fbrv^ixl  in  the  txmi- 
fiiittee  as  the  fdmdttion  of  «  biH.-^ 
5nt6  right  hon.  ffejntleman  then  retd  the 
fiesokition  to  the  allowing  eSec%,^"  Tb«t 
with  «  Tiew  to  socfa  in  adjaatmont  as  may 
lie  condusfve  for  the  peace,  streogih  ami 
eecbrtty  of  the  £og4nh  eonstttation  and 
theolttmate  eoncord  of  the  British  em- 
fiire,  Tt  is  highly  advisable  to  pro^^ide  for 
tibe  removal  ^  th^  dtil  and  military  d  is- 
^oilifications,  under  whidi  his  Majesty's 
Hornan  CatboKc  mbjeets  «t  present  Ja- 
-boor,  taking  Mi  provision,  at  the  same 
4raie,  for  the  maintenance  «ld  secority  of 
the  PrMeetant  socceision  to  the  crown, 
<accepdfn!g  to  the  Act  of  Lhnitaitions,  'said 
lor  presipiTing  mviolaUe  the  ProtestaM 
episcopal  church  of  <^eat  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  tiie  charch  of  Scotland,  tlieir 
doctrines,  dtscipline,  and  govermront  as 
hj  law  estabKshed/' 

I  now  mote,  *'  That  this  Honae  witt  re- 
lolve  itself  into  a  Committee  bf  the  whde 
flonse,  to  take  into  tts  most  seriom  con- 
sideration the  State  of  the  Laws  afiecting 
his  Majesty's  Ronfan  Catholic  subjects  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to 
•iicfa  a  final  and  conciliatory  adjustment 
ns  may  be  conducive  to  the  peace  and 
strength  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  the 
•tabiiity  of  the  Protestant  establishment, 
Und  to  the  ^n^ral  satisfact^  and  con- 
tord  of  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects." 

*NLr.  William  Edward  Tdmline  addressed 
Uie  House,  in  a  maiden  speech,  as  follows: 

Sir ;  I  risJB,  with  great  diffidence,  on  the 
fMesent  occasion,  conscious  of  my  ina- 
bili^  to  oOhr  wity  thing,  which  m^y  have 
the  cenMendsrti^  ofnoveky,  upon  «t  sul> 
ject  so  r^peatediy  discussed  by  persons 
the  most  -disMnguisbed  for  talehts,  for 
knowledi^e  end  tor  political  experience  : 
'^bot,  Ibrcibly  impressed  with  the  Variety 
of  considerationfs  it  involves,  and  the  im- 
porlafnce  of  the  interests  H  afiects,  being 
no  less  than  the  rights  and  privileges  we 
enjoy  as  Protestants,  I  cannot,  consist- 
ently With  the  conscientious  disdtarge  of 
doty  which,  as  a  member  of  this  Horn,  I 
leel  myself  called  upon  to  ^perfom,  he 
content  with  givmg  me^ly  a  sileM  vote 
npon  a  question  so  inctilcumbly  moment* 
•us. 

It  is  my  wish  to  avoid  every  egression, 
to  abstain  from  every  «rgSinrent,  which 
ein  tend  to  increwe  Jetilousies^  and  in^ 

X 


ftane  aQiineaititie^  hlr^ady  rar  %oti  'pf^'vi^ 
lenft  and  too  bitter;  senaiUe  tiMtt  the 
Uevae  will  hiest  Command  tlie  teapeeft, 
and  insore  the  confidence,  of  the  natiepb 
by  a  discnsrfon^  perhaps  the  most  inipo^ 
tant  which  could  he  agilaiad  WhUb  its 
wails,  conducted  without  rasconr  ^€W9* 
perity,  of  claims  erged,  on  the  one  hand* 
with  seal,  but  without  Tioltoce>  and  ro» 
sisted,  on  the  other,  with  firdnesa^wM 
uncompromising  iimmesi,  but  wtthotil 
hostility. 

Before  I  proceed  in  the  consideradon  of 
the  main  tpMstian,  I  am  skixioai  to  nd^ert 
to  an  anguasent,  dreqaently  adduced  tn  §k 
sopport — vie.  tbat»  amongst  other -^imt  an- 
thorities  quoted  as  itvonrable  to  %he  aie«- 
sufe,  an  appeal  had  been  atwaiysteade  to 
the  opinions  of  Mr.  Pitt.  I  aih  pw^kMh 
krly  anxious  to  state  those  leasons  whsob 
ftkhiced  me  to  draw,  in  some  degree,  tt 
leasts  a  difibrent  c6nclu«ion  from  thatwWcb 
is  usually  drawn,  and  to  dimmish,  werf 
considerably,  the  forcte  of  an  appMlto 
the  principles  of  one,  under  whose  acne^ 
tion  so  many  of  his  strennoos  opponents, 
while  living,  are  now  glad  to  shelter  tbeilr 
opinions,  imd  to  whom  so  many  of  Ma 
zealous  adherents  profess  that  they  are 
wiHing  to  submit  tbeir  own  jodgaaent.  i 
wish  not.  Sir,  to  enter  into  any  detsril  eC 
what  passed  at  the  end  of  the  year  1800, 
or  the  beginning  of  the  year  1801*  whon 
the  most  eble  am  most  viiamms  miniaiet 
who  ever  pcestded  oter  the  councils  of  thia 
or  of  any  other  country,  was  induced  lo 
resign,  because  be  had  not  permision, 
'from  a  certain  quarter,  to  propose  any 
measure  the  object  of  which  should  be  fb 
•enable  R6mran  Catholics  to  boM  any  b(K> 
fice  or  situation  of  trust  or  power ;  bm^ 
Sir,  I  m<9>  I  hope,  be  allowed  to  say,  tiaR 
ft  was  then  generally  known>  that  this  tid^ 
signation  took  place  before -any  specific 
measin^  was  actually  proposedi-Mlie  eni 
was,  npon  principle,  objected  to,  iani 
therefore  it  could  answer  no  pui'pose  lO 
eicainfne  mto  the  moans.  It  hi  also  t^- 
tain,  that  no  explahation  nor  statement  di 
what  was  really  intended  was  ever  madb 
in  this  House,  althouffh  the  f^^eat  nmn  to 
whom  I  allode  lived  five  yesrrs  after  bia 
iifisignatH)n,  and  the  vobject  ^a%8  fro^- 
qtfently  discussed  m  paritaiuent  ^Bilt,  if 
there  were  no  public  avowal  of  his  pneeAab 
intenthous,  did  he  ev^r  communicate  an jr 
p4an  to  his  colleagaes  m  oifice  ?  Tbb 
noble  end  learned  lord  wbo  now  boMa  thb 
Igreat  aeal,  anfd  who  is  klioim  to  hm^O 
stood  tcfry  high  in  Mt.  Pitt^  citoem'aai 
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ooofidoMo,  kfts  dtcUctd  Ihaii  1^  at v«r 
^arii  any  iiMticulan  of  ««if  b  a  plan  from 
Mr.  i^iM;  and>  if  i  be  not  miaiakoo,  ho 
vent  JO  for  aa  to  say>  tbat  he  did  oot  b«r 
More  tbaii  Mr^  Put  bad  foraiod  af)y  pUn— 
ajuA  i&  u^  ihii  poaiiue  doclaratioii^  wo  add 
ibfi  aiioAoe  nf  bis  oihor  colleag«ea  in  office* 
«e  toon  f«a«Kaniled  ia  aaserting,  tbal*  ia 
eealky,  Mr.  PiU  bad  oo  piaa^  WeaU 
know  thai*  upoiPio^Miy  ftiuwe  occaaion^  b^ 
disoQWEa^od  apd  opposed  tba  dixooiaioA 
of  the  Caibolic  clnuDi»  and  thai  he  %fur-i 
WMMb  took  oftce*  wiib  an  express  nndett 
itfindiBg  tkai  he  was  nofe  tn  brings  libe 
qoestion  before  pailiamenlu 

if,  lben«  it  he  reeoHected,  that  the  dif- 
f^cttHy  about  the  Popiab  ^neatioa  acose 
indde^j^  and  ooeicpoctedly  at  tbe  end  of 
Ike  year  liOCc  when  Mr.  Piu  ha4  oer* 
tain^y  not  so  far  considered  the  anh^ect  ai 
m  form  a  definite  plan ;  and  if,  with  this 
eifenmstance,  we  conple  soUseqaent  faet«i 
laonki  it  be  too  nuicb  to  iofisiv  that  there 
ia  a  probability  that  Mr.  Pitt,  after  more 
Bsatnre  consideration,  and  perhaps  after  a 
more  full  and  more  correct  information 
relative  to  the  state  of  keland,  might,  in 
BOOM  degree  at  least,  change  his  opinion 
aespeotiqg  the  importanoe  or  the  prac- 
ticability of  that  measure,  whicb  b^  once 
bad  in  conteniplation.^-By  practicability, 
I  mean  ita  consistency  with  the  safety  of 
onr  e^ahli&hed  cbarch;  a  standard  to 
which  Mr.  Fiit  invariably  referred. — But, 
whaterer  miay  be  thought  of  this  inltr* 
ence,  it  seema  nndeniable  that  %  sobati- 
mte  for  the  present  lest  waa  a  matter  of 
great  difteuHy,  even  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  no 
one  will  presume  to  assert,  that  be  ever 
bad  in  oonlemolation  the  noconditional 
•nd  nnqoatified  repeal  of  all  disabling 
atatotes.  His  comprehensive  genius,  his 
abnoat  inteiti?e  quickness  in  removing 
nbataeles,  and  in  devising  plans,  upon 
every  sobjeot  to  whick  human  intellect 
is  competent,  are  well  known;  and  it 
eannot  be  denied,  that  the  proposal  of  a 
plan,  effectual  to  the  purpose  in  question, 
and  firee  &om  all  danger  and  objection, 
vronld  have  bef  n  highly  to  hi«  honoort  as 
\lfell  as  a  complete  jostifioation  of  bip  eon- 
doct.    But  he  never  did  propoae  such  n 

Can-- and,  after  the  tim^  to  which  I  al» 
de,  be  never  declared  that  he  believed 
anch  a  plan  to  be  practicable.  And  who 
will  hope  to  suoceed  where  Mr.  Pitt 
foiled  I  Who  will  enforce  tbe  necessity  of 
perseverance  ip  a  measure  whicb  Mr.  Pitt 
abandoned  )  Who  will  say  (hat  that  mea- 
aore  is  indispensably  whicb  Mr.  Pitt  con- 


sealed  n^  oD\y  9»k  to  bring  ((Mrveidi  mh%9k 
placed  in  the  responsible  silo^Jtion  of  ftrif^ 
mini&ter  of  this  comAlry,  bnt  if  b«oij#te 
forward  from  any  otber  qnarlar*  lo  ^eaiift 
and  opposed 

Rvflection  see^  to  have  convinf  ^  Miv 
Pitt  that  t^  had  attached  more  iippoctanen 
to  |he  meaauT®  than  it  real^*  dai^rved; 
for  he  aknost  inaiantly  dfc^aied  tbai^bn 
wonJd  never  briog  forward,  ma  s^por-V 
tbe  aoeaaafe^  during  ihe  present  leign, 
I>id  tbi^  look  m  if  he  considered  i|  aa^c^ 
vital  importance }  Or,  if  he  had  oonsidf  rad 
it  of  vit^l  importance*  an^  had  been  con* 
sciovs  of  porsesfting  a  plan  wfo  and  nra»i 
livable,  would  he  now  when  be  fonod  hie 
bei^lth  deoUning*  beve  Ivft;  it  in  writings 
to  be  hereafter  adopted  ?  When  circam-» 
•taneea  wonld  permit,  would  he  not  bave 
communioated  it  to  tome  confidential 
friend  ?  1  will  venture  to  afiirm  that  i^ 
such  writing  was  left-HUo  such  communir 
cation  was  made. 

It  i«  by  nn  means  a  mailer  of  sorpiise 
that  gentlemen  wbo  fovour  the  popish 
c^DU  should  wish  to  avail  themselves  of 
Mr,  Pittas  great  name ;  and  my  anstiet^ 
that  more  weight  may  not  be  given  to  km 
avtbori^  than  cbcumstanofa  will  really 
jtis^ify*  ninit  be  my  apology  for  having 
entered  imo  these  particulars.  The  adr 
vocatas  for  tbe  onconditipital  repeal  of  the 
diaabling  statntea  cannot  appeal  to  Mn. 
Pitt,  as  of  this  be  had  no  idea-;-^nnr  can  ii 
be  aaid  that  any  one  specific  plan  of  sub^ 
atitution»  which  may  be  proposed,  would 
have  had  bis  approbation.  The  utmost 
w4iich  can  be  said  is,  that  Mr.  Pitt  bad 
once  a  general  idea  that  a  plan  migb^  be 
devised  for  admitting  Roman  CatboUca  to 
offioe,  and  situationa  of  trust  and  pnseiv 
without  endangering  the  constitution; 
but  (here  is  i^o  ground  for  asserting  that 
he  reiaiaed  tl^is  opinion  till  hia.  deatb ) 
and  there  ia  a  moral  certainly  ^hat  be 
neyer  did  form  spcb  a  plan*  and  that  b^ 
never  would  ha^e  consented  to  tke  ra^ 
moval  of  these  statutes,  withnotsubstitnting 
others  wbioh,  ini  his  opinion,  wonU  affi>id 
e(|ual  seonrity  for  tne  preservation  of  our 
civil  and  religious  liberties. 

Sir^  I  am  aware  that  any  argi|menf«  de» 
dnced  frpm  authority,  however  high,  it 
not  the  argtmient  which  can  or  ought  tn 
detennine  the  judgment  of  tkia  Uonseb 
it  is  to  tbe  expediency  or  tbe  inexpedient 
cy,  to  the  danger  or  security  of  ^ny  meav 
sure,  that  Ibis  Honse  ougkt  te  direct  ita 
deliberative  wisdom.  Before  I  proceed 
toexi^nine  tbe  nature  and  efiacinftkfpe 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


767]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,        Mr.GraiUm'iAMionMaCammiace        {70B 


clBims,  it  is  nataral  I  should  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  present 
situation  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ire- 
land ;  in  oitkr  to  ascertain  whether  there 
be  any  just  foundation  for  those  arguments 
deduced  from  their  alleged  state  of  bon- 
dage and  oppression,  and  for  those  appeals 
to  our  justice  and  humanity,  by  which  so 
many  attempts  havo  been  made  to  in- 
fluence our  judgment.  I  am  aware  how 
difficult  it  most  be  to  counteract  those 
feeHngs  which  the  eloquence  just  exerted 
in  their  behalf  cannot  fail  to  have  excited 
in  every  breast ;  feelings  which,  were  I 
not  convinced  that. the  picture  which  has 
been  drawn  exists  only  in  imagination, 
I  trust  I  should  ever  cherish  with  delight, 
and  avow  with  eagerness. 

Sir,  were  we  to  listen  with  impartial 
reliance  upon  the  representations  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleroani  we  should  be  led  to 
believe  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land were,  by  us,  condemned  to  drag  on 
a  miserable  existence,  expelled,  as  it  were, 
from  the  bosom  of  their  native  country, 
struggling  with  all  the  inventions  of  ty- 
ranny, and  contending  against  all  the  ma- 
chinations of  persecution ;  neither  secured 
in  their  property  from  plunder,  nor  in 
their  persons  protected  from  outrage; 
but  borne  down  with  afflictions,  which  they 
cannot  alleviate,  and  overwhelmed  with 
sorrows  which  they  cannot  avert :  in  po- 
verty, amidst  surrounding  affluence  which 
they  cannot  enjoy;  in  slavery,  amidst 
universal  freedom,  from  which  they  are 
excluded ;  in  misery,  amidst  pre-eminent 
blessings,  in  which  they  are  doomed  not 
to  participate. 

such  is  the  portrait  exhibited  for  our 
commiseration,  and  such  the  condition  we 
are  called  upon  to  ameliorate.  But  can 
any  one,  unmfluenced  by  prejudice,  can 
any  one  unioflamed  by  passion,  for  an 
instant,  contend  that  the  representation  is 
just  ?  On  the  contrary,  are  they  not  go- 
Terned  by  the  same  impartial  laws,  asso* 
elated  in  the  same  interests,  and  members 
of  the  same  community  with  their  Protes- 
tant •  fellow-subjects  ?  Is  not  every  en- 
couragement afforded  to  their  industry, 
every  regard  paid  to  their  welfare,  and 
every  exertion  made  for  their  happinets, 
equally  with  ourselves  ?  Are  they  not  in 
the  undisturbed  possession  of  their  religion? 
Is  not  their  hierarchy  protected,  and  are 
they  not,  by  law,  secured  in  the  complete 
observance  and  unmolested  celebration  of 
all  their  sacred  rites }  h  there  not  a  col- 
lege founded  and  maintained  at  the  public 


expence,  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  piir« 
pose  tof  educating  their  youth,  accordieg 
to  their  own  principles,  and  instilling  inte 
their  minds  their  own  doctrines  aiid 
tenets  ?  Have  they  not  even  their  share 
of  political  inAuence,  by  the  unqualified 
admission  to  the  elective  franchise  ?  In 
short,  though,  for  reasons  which  we  shali 
come  to  presently,  the  higher  ranks  are 
precluded  from  attaining  some  of  the 
most  exalted  stations  of  power  and  of 
trust,  can  it  be  said  that  the  body  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  are  not  in  the  peHed 
enjoyment  of  all  the  accumulated  bleuingt 
of  our  invaluable  constitution  ? 

Without  catering  into  the  nece»ityof 
a  church  establishment ;  without  arguing 
the  duty,  incumbent  upon  every  govern* 
ment,  to  provide  for  its  security ;  because 
I  believe  they  are  truths  which  few^tf 
any,  members  of  this  House  will  be  dis« 
posed  to  deny,  and  without  now  consider* 
mg  whether  the  disabilities  vyhich  exist  are 
more  or  less  than  are  essential  for  that 
purpose,  I  will^assert  as  an  incontroverti- 
ble position,  that  no  laws,  enacted  for  the 
preservation  of  the  national  religion,  can 
be  oppressive,  no, conditions,  annexed  to 
the  precession  of  a  difierent  religion,  can. 
be  unjust,  either  in  a  moral  or  in  a  politi* 
cal  point  of  view,  provided  they  neither 
affect  the  freedom  of  the  subject,  nor  di- 
minish the  security  of  his  property ;  pro* 
vided  they  exclude  him  from  none  of  the 
comibrts  of  social  life,  and  impose  no  res- 
traint upon  the  liberty  of  conscience.  It 
has  been  frequently  said,  and  cai^otW 
too  often  repeated,  that  all  offices  are 
created,  not  for  the  benefit  of  individuals, 
but  for  the  advantage  of  the  public:  and 
if  the  majority,  of  those^  whose  happi* 
ness  is  the  object  to  be  promoted,  and 
whose  sentiments  and  principles  are  to 
direct  all  the  civil  and  political  regula- 
tions, shall  determine  that,  for  certain  si- 
tuations artificially  created,  certain  quali- 
fications shall  be  necessary,  those  who 
shall  be  disqualified  can  have  no  reasona* 
ble  cause  to  complain  of  hardship,  nor  of 
any  real  grievance:  they  may  indeed, 
with  justice,  look  for  protection,  but  they 
ought  not  to  expect  confidence,  being  de- 
ficient in  the  very  foundation  of  confidence 
—attachment  to  those  provisions  which 
would  be  entrusted  to  their  care. 

If,  then,  the  Roman  Catholics  cannot 
claim  these  concessions  as  a  right,  is  it 
expedient,  as  an  abstract  question  of  po«> 
licy,  that  they  should  be  conceded  ?  Here 
a  field  of  discussion  opens  to  our. view,  as 
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bound }eM  in  iis  fcitient,  as  it  is  important 
in  its  nature  ;  a  labyrinth^  through  which 
lire  may  travel  in  safety,  if  we  will 
hearken  to  experience  as  oar  guide,  bat 
Ml  whose  intricate  msses  we  may  continue 
lor  eTec  to  wander,  if  we  suffer  ourselves 
lo  be  beguiled  by  speculations,  however 
l^antibky  or  theories,  however  ingenious. 

I  would  not  have  trespassed,  even  for  a 
moment,  opon  the  time  and  patience  of 
the  House,  by  detailing  those  facts  which 
io  loudly  and  so  unequivocally  proclaim 
Ibe  spirit  inculcate  by  the  ftoman  Ca* 
tboHo  religion,  bad  it  not  been  for  the 
forcible  and  elo<|uent  panegyric  1  hate 
this  erening  beard,  and  heard  with  aMo* 
6tshmetit»  pronounced  upon  that  religion ; 
I^  am  far  from  wishing  to  sound  an  alarm 
vonecemarily,  but  I  cannot,  when  I  hear 
Ibe  voica  of  history  speak  one  untlemfy 
consistent  language,  be  deaf  to  her  warn* 
ings ;  I  cannot  misunderstand  her  admo- 
•ttioas.  I  entreat  tboee  who  advocate 
«b«  cause  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  to  com- 
{Mie  the  persecuting  spirH  of  tfaeif  reK^ 
gk>n»  with  the  benignant  spirit  of  ours; 
their  principles  favourable  to  despotism, 
witli onra encouraging  liberty;  their ar*^ 
togant  infallibility  with  our  acknowM|(-» 
caent  of  the  erroneoosness  of  human  jodg* 
tDint ;  their  inquisition  with  our  trial  by 
jory ;  their  rod  of  Iron  with  our  soeptr^  of 
olive ;  and  tlien  say  whether,  upon  this 
term  they  propose,  union  can  long  egnst> 
or  bwmony  can  long  prevail.  Recourse 
tan  no  mora  be  bad  tb  tbe  excuse  which 
vras  urged  a  few  years  sinee,  that  any 
fihaoge  has  taken  plaee  in  the  nature  of 
tiieir  principles ;  for,  independently  of  the 
nbsurdity  of  supposing  that  infallible  doe* 
trines  are  liable  to  alteration,  we  bav« 
liow  tbe  roost  positive  and  distinct  assuT'* 
tt^sof  their  own  writers,  that  their  prin- 
ciples  are  unchanged  and  unchangeable, 
md  therefore  applicable  at  all  times,  and 
to  all  chroumstanceSh 

I  have  said,  if  tbe  proposals  of  tbe  Ro« 
snan  Catholics  are  granted,  barmonr  and 
eancord  cannot  long  prevail ;  but  will  they 
obtain  even  a  temporary  ei^istence  ?  Will 
tho  Roman  Catholic  gain  in  content,  what 
wse  lose  In  security  ?  Will  «ven  a  momen- 
tary cordial  conciliation  be  elected  ?  A 
conciliation  not  confined  to  the  narrow 
circle  of  those  who  will  be  immediately 
bcaiefited^  but  which  shall  be  generally 
and  onlversally  di^ed  through  the  peo- 
|4ai  A  oonotliadon  wMch  shall  soffcen  na* 
mne^  preiudiees,  shall  temper  misguided 
«eafl,  sMI  still  tha<)MmiO«rft  of  disaftc* 
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tioi^,  ahd  shall  beget  confidence  and 
friendship  in  the  room  of  jealousy  and  mi9> 
trust  ?  These  concessions,  it  is  true,  may 
add  power  to  the  powerful,  may  increase 
the  wealth  of  the  wealthy,  and  gratify  the 
ambition  of  the  ambitious ;  but  will  their 
effects  be  felt  by  those  who  are  strug^in|^ 
with  pofetty,  perhaps  groaning  under  op^ 
pression,  arising  from  a  totally  different 
cause  from  thai  of  which  they  are  taught 
to  complain  ?  The  mansions  of  those  in^- 
terested  fevr  who  have  derived  advantage 
from  the  successful  result  of  their  pers^ 
verance  may,  for  a  time,  resound  with  tb^ 
celebratioit  of  their  victory  ;  but  will  thO 
feelings  of  gratitude  parvad^  the  humbib 
dwellings  of  the  poor  }  I  mead  not,  Sir,  to 
assert  that  there  are  Ho  persons  who  wOttM 
be  contented  with  the  concessions  inque^ 
tion,  but  I  contend  that  the  number  6f 
those  wtio  feel  any  strong  interest  upbA 
this  subject,  unconnected  with  any  ulta^ 
rior  object,  is  exceedingly  small.  On  tha 
other  hand,  what  h  the  nombet<  of  thdtb 
for  whom  danger  is  to  be  apprehettdisd  i 
It  is  no  less  than  the  wbdie  Protestant  p6^ 
pulation  of  tbe  united  empire !  And  wtllft 
is  tbe  advantage  proposed  for  thi»  poblie? 
It  is  that  the  public  may  have  the  ehani*^ 
of  being  benefited  by  the  serfic^  <>f  per- 
sons, in  a  few  situationt,  from  whkh  ttttf 
are  at  prestat  eicoladed !  And' what  is^thift 
danger  to  be  apprehended  for  the  pabllel 
Nothing  less  than  the  destruction  of  ottt 
civil  ami  eccle«fsistieal  constitution  \  And 
would  it  be  right  to  expose  so  maAj  t6 
danger,  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  so  few? 
Would  it  be  wise  to  risk  so  much  fov  the 
cbanca  of  gaicnlng  so  little?  Has  tbi^Of 
the  other  Protestant  House  of  PaHfamimt 
been  found  incompetent  to*  the  discharge 
of  iu  imperUnt  duties  f  Have  there  beefl 
wanting  Prmesiants  of  skill  and  eoaragii 
to  commaod  our  army  or  our  davy  ?  HarO 
there  been  wanting  Protestams  of  learning 
and  integrity  to  preside  in  our  coons  ^ 
justice  and  equity  ?  Have  tbtene  been 
wanting  Protestants  of  sound  constitutional 
prinoiplea  and  distinguished  political 
knowledge  to  fill  the  great  offices  of  stated 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  stated  that 
the  admission  of  Papisu,  intealt  offices  of 
trust  and  power,  will  secure  the  fatvrn 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  Ireland.  I  am 
persuaded  that  none  of  the  seditious  prac-^ 
tioes^  of  which  jlrelaud  has  been  the  un« 
fortunate  scene,  in  reality  owed  theif 
origin  to  any  disability,  to  which  the  Ro* 
man  Catholics  were  subject.  We  ought 
ever  to  beair  io  mind  that  all  penal  itatateil 
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of  every  descripikm,  and  all  the  disabling 
statutes,  which  apply  to  the  lowet  and 
middle  ranks  of^iife,  which  most  consti- 
tute far  the  largest  proportion,  among  any 
set  of  people,  are  already  removed :  they 
can  acquire  property  of  any  descrip- 
tion; they  can  pursue  any  profession; 
they  are  permitted  to  exercise  the  elective 
franchise ;  and  will  people,  who  enjoy  all 
these  valuable  privileges,  which  are  with- 
in their  reach,  rebel  against  the  govern* 
inent  under  vrhich  they  enjoy  themi 
merely  because  they  cannot  become  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  or  secretaries  of  state; 
situations  to  which  it  would  be  ridiculous 
to  consider  them  as  aspiring  ? 

Mankind,  Sir,  are  not  thus  keenly,  thas 
tremblingly  alive  to  the  feelings  of  others. 
Let  gentlemen  consider  the  conduct  of 
their  own  tenantry  and  of  the  peasantry  of 
4he  neigh];K>urhood  in  which  they  live; 
•nd  let  them  say  whether  they^  ever  dis- 
cover any  symptoms  of  this  quick  sensibi- 
lity, of  this  readincM  to  fly  to  arms,  and 
to  have  recourse  to  anv  means,  however 
Biegal  or  however  violent,  in  support  of 
iny  cause  in  which  their  landlords  or  sa- 
periors  alone,  were  supposed  to  have  an 
Interest. 

That  the  lowest  orders  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  but  ill  brook  a  Protestant  go- 
vernment, is  but  too  true ;  that  they  have 
been  so  familiarised  with  discontent  as  to 
be  ever  ready  to  manifest  its  spirit,  as  op- 
portunity should  offer,  we  have  bad  too 
many  melancholy  examples; — but  it  is 
not  for  what  is  commonly  called  Catholic 
emancipation  alone  that  they  have  re- 
nounced Iheir  allegiance ;  it  is  not  for 
Catholic  emancipation  alone  that  they 
have  invited  a  foreign  enemy  to  their 
shores ;  it  is  not  for  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion  that  so  many  endeavours  have  been 
been  made  to  assert  the  independence  of 
Ireland,  and  create  a  total  separation  from 
this  country.  Catholic  emancipation  is  a 
term  to  which,  if  they  attach  any  meaning 
at  all,  they  attach  a  very  different  mean- 
ing from  its  general  acceptation  in  this 
country :  but  it  is  a  powerful  engine,  in 
the  hands  of  a  crafty  priesthood,  and  the 
more  dangerous,  from  being  ambiguous 
and  undefined  in  its  precise  signification — 
a  stalking  horse  to  mislead  the  ignorant, 
to  deceive  the  moderate,  and  blind  the 
whW  disposed  ;  but  whose  concealed  poi- 
son IS  well  understood  by  the  turbulent 
and  disaff(3cted :  and,  if  attained,  it  will 
be  the  ground  for  insisting  upon  farther 
encroacitmenu,  a  step  towards  the  nlti- 
fliatQ  fulfihueut  of  their  wishes. 


The  events  of  the  last  forty  yeart  moH 
abundantly  prove  that^  if  concessioot 
would  gratify  their  wishes,  if  lenity  wooki 
insure  their  gratitude,  or  kindness  conci* 
liate  their  affections,  there  would  now 
have  jb^en  a  noble  and  generous  ardonr 
amongst  them  to  prove  that  their  hearts 
were  as  closely  united,  as  their  interests 
are  inseparably  interwoven  with  this 
country  :  but  every  indulgence  has  been 
the  parent  of  fresh  demands,  and  success 
has  only  encouraged  their  ambition ;  not 
content  with  the  repeal  of  all  the  penal 
laws,  not  satisfied  with  the  enjoyment  of 
greater  privileges  than  any  Catholic 
state  ever  allowed,  either  individnallj 
or  collectively,  to  persons  of  a  difimnt 
persuasion,  they  boldly  arraign  the  jus* 
tice  of  the  state,  for  insisting  upon  the 
continuance  of  any  civil  distinctions, 
though  so  wide  a  difference  must  exist  in 
all  spiritual  matters.  They  disdain  the 
language  of  petition  and  assume  the  tone 
of  wnand;  they  enjoy,  as  a  right,  the 
privileges  which'have  been  conceded,  and 
scorn  all  idea  of  obligation.  They  no 
longer  ask,  as  an  indulgence,  but  daim  as 
their  undoubted  right,  a  right  inherent  in 
them  as  British  subjects,  the  unqualified 
repeal  of  all  disabling  statutes,  the  on« 
Qualified  abolition  of  all  religious  teste ! 
DU%9  while  the  faith  which  a  man  may 
profess,  shall  be  considered^  having  any 
mfluence  upon  his  general  conduct,  while 
soundness  in  religious  principles  shall  be 
allowed  to.be  the  best  security  for  moral 
integrity,  and  the  most  powerful  incentive 
to  an  active  and  conscientious  discharge 
of  etery  social  and  political  duty,  so  long 
may  we  hope  that  some  religious  test  will 
be  required  from  those  who  are  placed  in 
the  most  important  public  situations,  and 
are  entrusted  with  the  protection  and  sup* 
port  of  our  invaluable  constitution  ! 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood,  in  any 
thing  which  I  have  said,  as  involving,  in 
indiscriminate  censure,  the  whole  mass  oC 
the  ^man  Catholics ;  far  be  it  from  me 
to  draw  no  distinction  between  passive  in* 
strumepts  and*  active  leaders— far  be  it 
from  me  to  include,  in  the  same  sentence* 
the  deluded  victims  of  ignorance  with  the 
daring  abettors  of  wickedness.  It  is  not 
the  people  of  Ireland  whom  I  would  re^ 
proach,  chained  as  they  are  by  implicit 
obedience  to  their  spiritual  guides;  it  Is 
not  the  people  of  Ireland  whom  1  would 
fear,  were  they  not  subservient  to  the  same 
controlling  influence.  Those  onjy  would 
I  reproach  who  have  not  ignorince  ^ 
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pleftd  in  their  i^scose,  but  who  perreft  tbe 
sdvaBtegef  of  education,  and  abute  the 
laleots  of  natQfe ;  who,  too  well  aware  of 
their  onboonded  aothority  over  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  employ  it/or  tbe  worst 
of  purposes;  who  exasperate  enmities^ 
when  they  might  heal  di89entions ;  who 
encourage  disaflection,  when  they  might 
enforce  obedience;  and  who  studiously 
kindle  into  a  flame  every  latent  spark  of 
discontent^  which  they  might  extinguish, 
wd  lull  the  minds  of  the  people  into  tran- 
quil submission. 

Even  if  there  were  no  dangers  to  be  ap» 
prehended  from  these  concessions/  still  I 
should  feel  it  my  duty  to  oppose  this  mea- 
•ore,  because  1  think  that  the  state,  which 
kas  established  a  national  religion,  is  im- 
peratively called  upon  to  encourage  that 
religion;  bedause  I  think  that  the  legisla- 
tnre  ought  not  to  preserve  a  neutrality 
between  a  religion,  which  it  supports,  and 
a  religion  which  it  only  tolerates ;  because 
I  think  it  ought  not  to  manifest  an  indif- 
ference and  deal  out  its  fiavours  indiscri- 
minaiely  to  those  whose  principles  it  q>- 
proves,  and  these  whose  principles  it  con- 
demns ;  but  that  it  is  bound,  in  gratitude 
and  duty,  to  repose  a  superior  confidence 
and  eyince  a  decided  preference^towards 
those  whose  steady  atuchment  preserves 
its  stabil^y  and  insures  its  permanence* 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  power 
and  numbers  of  the  Boman  Catholics,  as 
inducements  to  comply  with  their  pre- 
tensions; into  this  part  of  the  subject  1 
will  not  enter  at  all.  I  will  not  examine 
whether  their  numbers  have  not  been  ex- 
aggerated and  their  power  magnified;  I 
will  only  ask  whether  those,  who  are 
averse  to  the  measure,  are  not  decidedly 
more  numerous  ?  I  will  only  ask,  whether 
they  are  not  infinitely  more  powerful  ? 

The  Protestants  of  the  empire  fkre  not 
indifferent  to  this  great  questionrbot  they 
kiok  with  confidence  to  the  decision  of 
this  House,  appointed  as  we  are  by  them, 
the  legal  guardians  of  their  constitutional 
rights :  tbev  look  with  confidence  to  the 
solemn  pledge  afforded  by  the  coronation 
eath,  altered  and  remodelled  as  it  was  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolution,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  checking  the  encroachments  and 
curbing  the  power  of  Popery  :  grateful  and 
contented  with  the  blessings  they  enjoy, 
they  dread  such  innovation  in  the  constitu- 
tion; a  constitution,  the  glory  of  this  coon- 
irv«  the  envy  of  the  world ;  a  constitution, 
which  has  enabled  us  successfully  to  re- 
^t  external  fiolence  and  dosMstic  trea- 


son. That  this  cons^tution  hsA  been  pre» 
servM  under  the  present  existing  religious 
tests,  xannot  be  denied ;  and,  let  it  be  ever 
remembered,  that  it  has  not  only  been  pre* 
served,  but  preserved  under  trials  the  most 
likely  to  shake  and  overthrow  any  esta* 
blished  form  of  government.  Wbilp»  in* 
the  last  twenty  years,  almost  every  con- 
stitution in  Europe  has  been  convulsed 
and  overthrown,  the  constitution  of  Eng- 
land, under  a  Protestant  government,  baa 
remained  unshaken  and  unimpaired.  The 
glory  of  England,  entrusted  to  Protestant 
commanders;  the  power  of  England, 
under  Protestant  ministers,  have  atuined 
that  proud  pre-eminence,  which  is,  at 
once,  our  happiness  and  our  boast 

If  then  we  are  enabled,  under  existing* 
laws,  thus  to  employ  our  resources  and  u> 
call  forth  our  energies,  let  us  pause  before 
we  confide  those  resources  and  those  ener» 
giesto  persons,  in  whom  our  ancestors^ 
the  founders  of  this  constitution,  had 
found,  from  experience,  they  could  not 
safely  be  vested.  Let  us  pause  before  we 
consent  to  place  power  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  nave  an  interest  rather  in  be* 
tracing,  than  in  faithfully  watching  over 
their  sacred  trust.   . 

But,  Sir,  though  I  think  that  the  secu* 
rities  for  the  preservation  of  our  constitu* 
tion,  provided  by  statesmen  whose  prin- 
ciples and  whose  wisdom  are  the  theme  o]f 
universal  applause  and  unqualified  praise^ 
securities  sanctioned  and  endeared  to  us 
by  a  long  and  happy  experience,  are  en* 
titled  to  our  highest  respect,  and  our  most 
jealous  care,  yet  I  should  be  far  from 
urging  tbe  continuance  of  those  disabi- 
lities, if  1  saw  any  reasonable  prospect  of 
attaining  the  satne  end  by  any  other 
means. 

Sorely,  Sir,  those  gentlemen  who  are 
such  strenuW  advocates  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  claims,  ought  long  ago  to  have 
come  forward  with  some  specific  plan, 
and  to  have  been  able  to  shew  how  it  is 
pbssible  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  without  endangering  tbe  con- 
stitution. For  myself.  Sir,  after  tbe  best 
consideration  which  I  have  been  able  to 
give  to  the  subject,  I  believe  such  a  plan 
to  be  impracticable;  but  yet  my  mind  is 
not  only  open  to  <;onviction,  but  I  feel  a 
strong  and  eager  wish  that  such  a  plan 
Could  be  devised ;  and  I  should,  listen 
with  something  more  than  impartiality  to 
any  definite  proposal  which  might  be 
submitted  to  this  House  for  that  purpose* 
While,  howe?eri  gentleo^en  choose  to  con* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


718]    HOUSE  OV  apMMONS,       M^.atmmUMkmMnCmkmktee        pm 


fiiref  Uiemsehies  to  motiont  ibr  going  inU  a 
€oinaiittee,  for  the  puvpoae  of  lakUig  into 
consideration  these  disabling  statutes,  be* 
log  fully  conTinced  that  rach  considera- 
tion woold  be  ineffisotiial  to  iu  proposed 
object,  and  only  calceiated  to  hold  oat 
delusive  hopes,  I  shall  feel  it  my  daty  to 
oppose  such  motions.  What  has  this 
House  been  doing  for  these  last  twelve 
years,  bat  considering  these  very  laws? 
and  here,  Sir,  it  is  a  Itttle  curious  to  ob- 
aerve  accurately  the  events  which  have 
happened  within  this  period. 

At  first  even  the  Papists  themselves, 
howevef  discontented,  however  ambitious, 
liowever  eOcouraged  by  former  success, 
could  not  forget  the  said  promises  they 
liad  made— -t^y  knew  that  the  valusible 
concessions  of  1793  had  been  made, 
jM-incipally,  upon  a  reliance  on  their  pro« 
nises ;  they  feltcoasdous  of  the  unworthy 
nstorn  they  had  made.  With  this  recol- 
lection and  this  consciousness,  they  at 
Arst  urged  their  claims,  as  it  were,  with 
hesitation,  and  with  a  sort  of  apprehension; 
lest  the  very  mention  of  such  a  subject 
should  excite  universal  reprobation  and 
opposition,  not  only  aoaongst  those  who 
were,  upon  principle,  hostile  to  their 
claims,  but  in  the  breast  of  every  one  who 
regarded  the  sacredness  of  a  promise,  or 
detested  the  baseness  of  ingratitude.  Sir, 
ibey  quickly  found  their  caution  unneces- 
sary, and  their  apprehensions  groundless. 
They  soon  saw,  among  their  advocates, 
persons  of  distinguished  abilities,  and  of 
great  political  influence.  When  persons 
of  this  description  had  taken  a  decisive 

Sart  in  favour  of  the  Papists,  had  pledged 
lemselves  by  their  speeches,  and  com- 
mitted themselves  by  their  conduct  in  and 
out  of  parliament,  the  real  leaders,  in  urg- 
ing the  Popish  claims,  assumed  a  bolder 
language,  and  a  higher  tone*;  they  ex- 
tended their  views,  and  enlarged  their 
claim.  Instead  of  petitioning  parliament, 
'  as  they  formerly  did,  for  such  farther  in- 
dulgence as  parliament,  in  iU  wisdom, 
might  think  fit  to  allow,  they  expect  an 
nnreserved  compliance  with  all  their  ex- 
travagant demands.  The  real  leaders  in 
the  Popish  cause  have  no  longer  consulted 
their  Protestant  advocates,  in  this  country, 
as  to  the  time  or  the  manner  of  petitioning 
the  legislature.  They  have  rejected  all 
advice  ;  and,  instead  of  looking  up  to  their 
parhamentary  friends  for  instructions, 
they,  the  papisU,  have  instructed  their 
parliamentary  friends  to  accede  to  no 
terms/  to  listen  to  bo  eampromiM.    Aod 


yet  those  parliamentary  iHei^ds  have  cms- 
seated  to  support  these  petitions,  fettered 
and  shackled  as  they  are  in  the  llae  of 
conduct  they  must  pursue  ;  no  longer  tiM 
managers,  but  the  perforsMrs  of  the  part 
they  have  undertaken  to  play ;  no  longer 
the  principafs,  but  the  agents  of  the  cause 
they  still  continue  to  defend.  As  fa^  aa 
^ving  satisfaction  to  the  Roman  Cattioiici 
IS  concerned,  no  positive  advantage  can 
arise  frbm  going  into  a  committee  to  eza- 
miae  whether  any,  and  what  substitute  Ibr 
the  present  tests  can  be  found.  The  Rcr 
man  Catholics  themselves  have  declared 
that  nothinff  short  of  oneoadttional  repeal 
of  all  disabling  statutes  will  satbfy  thees. 
They  have  rejected  all  attempt  at  com« 
promise;  they  have  protested  against  all 
idea  of  substitute. 

Sir,  I  am  as  far  as  any  man  fVom  breaUi- 
ii|g  the  spirit  of  intolerance,  or  malBtain- 
ing  the  doctrines  of  persecution.  I  would 
have  our  country  open  wide  her  gales, 
and  welcome  all  who  would  enter  ;  but  I 
would  not  throw  down  her  walls,  nor  di- 
minish the  security  of  her  bulwarks.  I 
would  have  her  afibrd  an  asylum  to  all  who 
fly  to  her  for  protection ;  but  I  would  not 
entrust  her  vital  interests  to  those  who  re* 
fuse  to  sacrifice  at  the  altars  of  her  church. 
«  Bsto  perpetua'^  was  the  motto  of  cor 
virtuous  ancestors,  the  banner  under  which 
they  fought,  that  they  miffht  bequeath  it 
unimpaired  to  posterity.  Let  us,  then,  to 
whom  this  invaluable  inheritance  has  been 
transmitted,  in  all  its  genuine  piirtty  and 
pristine  vigour,  guard  it  with  the  same 
watchful  fidelity  ;  let  us  be  animated  with 
the  same  zeal ;  let  our  bosoms  glow  with 
the  same  affection ;  and,  above  all,  let  us 
not  endanger  its  repose,  by  the  total  anni- 
hilation of  all  distinctions  between  its 
friends  and  its  enemies;  let  us  not  en- 
courage a  rivalry,  the  most  dangerous  of 
all  rivalries,  a  rivalry  between  two  conflict- 
ing powers,,  struggling,  upon  equal  terms. 
for  political  ascendancy,  and  aggravated 
by  all  the  characteristic  virulence  of  re- 
ligious animosity.  ^ 

It  is  well  known  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  all  the  political  parties,  and 
all  the  teligious  sects,  into  which  the  Pro- 
testant part  of  the  community  was  then 
divided,  whatever  might  be  their  mutual 
animosity  upon  all  other  points,  united  in 
their  exertions  to  exclude  despotic  ^wav 
from  our  civil  government,  and  in  provid- 
ing for  the  security  of  the  Protestant  reli- 
gion in  these  realms.  I  now  call  upon  all 
who  sifloerely  wish  to  promote  the  genoni 
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MtisfactkHi  and  concercl  of  far  the  greatest 
pfoportToh  of  bis  Majesty's  sabjeots  (for  of 
•II  classes  it  is  impossible) ;  I  «aU  upon 
mil  such,  however  diflering  in  the  more 
uniniportant  points  of  religious  doctrines^ 
llowe?er  opposed  to  eaob  other,  in  their 
Struggles  for  political  influence,  to  discard, 
as  their  ancestors  did,  all  party  feeling 
upon  this  national  question  ;  to  unite,  as 
Ihey  did,  in  the  same  common  cause,  to 
Aanifest  the  same  cordial  eo-operation  in 
resisting  a  measure  equally  hostile  to  Pro- 
testants of  all  denominations,  equally  re- 
pognai)!  to  alt  the  principles,  however 
otversiAed,  of  every  friend  to  liQiited  mo- 
narchy ;  I  call  upon  them  to  demonstrate, 
by  their  vote  of  this  night,  that,  as  Popery 
ia  not  changed,  IVotestantism  also  is  on- 
altered. 

Sir  Robcri  Bmm  addressed  the  House, 
vfk  a  maid^  speech,  as  follows ; 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  have  not  been  able  to 
restrain  the  impulse  which  prompted  me 
to  avow  the  optnion  I  conscientiously  hold 
on  this  momentous  sulnect,  at  least.  Sir,  I 
will  endeavour  to  merit  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  by  the  only  means  I  possess ; 
by  trespassing,  for  a  very  short  time,  upon 
its  patience. 

Sit,  the  honourabfe  gentleman  who  im- 
mediately preceded  me,  and  who  spoke 
with  a  degree  of  temper  and  candour 
which  it  shall  be  my  study  to  imitate,  has 
told  us  that  we  have  no  right  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  authority  of  Mr.  Pitt,  cer- 
tainly a  very  high  authority,  in  favour  of 
the  Catholic  claims,  because  he  has  an  idea 
that  Mr.  Pitt  might  possibly,  in  the  latter 
yeafs  of  his  life,  have  changed  his  opinion 
on  the  subject;  yet.  Sir,  as,  even  in  his 
opinion  this  circumstance  seems  to  be 
doubtful,  and,  as  he  admits  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Pitt  quitted  his  Majesty's  service,  be- 
cause be  was  unable  to  carry  these  mea- 
sures in  favour  of  the  Catholics,  which  he 
thouj;ht  expedient  to  the  welfare  of  the 
empire,  I  most  say  that  I  think  we  remain 
antitled  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  to  as  great  a  degree  as  it  has 
ever  been  claimed  or  relied  on  by  the  ad* 
▼ocates  of  the  Catholic  cause. 

Amongst  other  charges  which  the  hon. 

Sentleman  has  brought  against  the  Ca- 
lolics,  the  most  important  appears  to  be, 
that  they  are  friends  to  arbitrary  govern- 
ment. Now,  Sir,  this  charge*  mqpently 
gratuitously  urged,  and  almost  as  often 
-^tuitously  received,  appears  to  me  to  be 
tally  witboat  foimdatioiL    At  least  I 


cannoi  find,  in  history,  any  thing  to  prove 
tbat  the  Protestants  have  shown  them- 
selves, in  any  respect, '  greater  firiends  to 
rational  freedom. 

Was  Henry  the  8th,  who  effected  the 
Reformation  from  no  other  motives  than 
those  of  lust  and  avarice,  so  great  a  friend 
to  liberty  ?  Was  the  glorious  queen  Eliza- 
beth so  great  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  or  the  privileges  of  their  re- 
presentatives ?  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  opened  the  debate,  and  whose  bril- 
liant exertions  it  little  becomes  me  even 
to  commend,  has  stated  to  you  the  services 
of  the  Catholics  at  Ronnymede,  in  favoor 
of  liberty. 

It  is  true,  that,  at  the  Revolution,  the 
Catholics  adhered  to  James  the  2nd ;  bat 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  Protestants 
and  even  Presbyterians,  were  equally  at« 
taehed  to  him.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
Revolution  vras  accomplished  by  a  few 
patriotic  nobles  and  gentry;  and  had 
James  the  Sod,  at  any  period  before  his 
second  and  final  departure  from  the  ca- 
pital, shewn  the  slightest  degree  of  cou- 
rage or  of  fiminess,  the  prince  of  Orange 
might  then  have  thought  himself  suffix 
clently  fortunate  if  he  had  relumed  ia 
safety  to  his  native  country. 

The  nation  was  broup;ht  to  acquiesce  in 
the  Revolution  by  the  idea  that  their  reli- 
gion was  in  danger,  and  it  cannot  be  a  sub- 
ject for  wonder,  if  the  Catholics  conti- 
nued, longer  than  the  rest  of  the  nation, 
attached  to  their  hereditary  monarch, 
against  whom  no  effectual  objection  was 
urged,  except  his  devotion  to  their  reli- 
gion. The  hon.  gentleman  ought  to  have 
recollected  that  the  late  rebellion  in  Ire-* 
land  was  not  a  religious  war ;  it  was  the 
struggle  of  the  conquered  against  the 
conqu^ors ;  of  the  native  Irish  against  the 
Orange  faction ;  it  was  not  contrived  by 
Catholics,  and  even  the  principal  leaders 
of  the  insurrection  are  well  known  to  have 
been  Protestants. 

Sir,  I  will  not  rely  upon  the  little  infor- 
mation I  possess,  but  I  cannot  recollect  a 
single  instance  in  history,  of  a  Catholic 
nation  having  exchanged  its  fiee  condition 
for  an  arbitrary  government ;  yet  there 
exists,  in  modern  timesj^  two  striking  in- 
stances of  Protestant  nations  having  under- 
gone that  change :  I  need  scarcely  name 
Sweden  and  Denmark.  But  it  has  always 
been  too  easy  for  designing  men  to  agitate 
the  nation  on  this  subject;  when  other 
pretences  have  been  wanting,  the  very 
name  of  the  Pope  has  been,  at  all  timei* 
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sufficient  to  terrify  the  people.  This  un- 
fortunate pontifiT,  trodden  upon  in  France, 
despised  in  Italy,  without  terrilociet,  with- 
out revenue,  abjuring  temporal  power, 
and,  in  fact,  possessing  none,  is  powerful 
cnly  in  the  British  dominions.  Such,  Sir, 
18  the  weakness  of  our  government,  such 
the  disloyalty  of  our  people,  so  cowardly 
are  our  soldiers,  so  stupid  and  ignorant 
our  generals,  so  ineffective  is  our  navy, 
that  not  even  our  insular  position .  can 
protect  us  from  the  fear  of  this  mighty 
poteniate.  But  it  is  a  source,  to  me,  of 
the  highest  satisfaction,  that  this  alarm 
bas  at  length  subsided ;  it  is  no  longer 
possible  to  mislead  the  people  by  exciting 
their  terrors ;  attempts  to  attain  that  ob- 
ject have  not,  on  the  present  occasion, 
been  wanting,  but  they  have  beien  wholly 
unavailing.  I  do  not  deny.  Sir,  that 
numerous  petitions  have  been  presented 
to  thisfloose  against  the  Catholic  claims, 
and  that  many  of  them  are  entitled  to  re- 
elect; but,  of  those  which  carry,  in  my 
mind,  by  far  the  greatest  weight,  (it  Aoes 
not  become  me  to  speak  of  Irelsnd  or 
Scotland)  of  petitions  from  the  freeholders 
or  inbabitanu  of  counties  duly  convened 
by  the  sherifis,  not  more,  I  believe,  than 
six,  have  been  presented ;  and  those  have 
not  all  been  adverse  to  the  Catholics. 

I  hold  in  my  hand.  Sir,  a  pamphlet 
Irhich  purports  to  be  the  work  of  a  so- 
ciety which  has  assumed  the  lofty  name 
of  Protestant  Union ;  union  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  disunion.  Of  those  who 
compose  this  society  1  know  nothing ;  it 
does  not  seem  very  proud  of  its  members, 
for  it  has  published  no  list  of  them,  nor  of 
its  committee ;  4t  does  seem  proud  of  its 
chairman,  and  with  reason,  for  his  name 
is  dear  to  humanity.  This  publication 
consists  principally  of  resolutions,  and  of 
queries  put  to  the  Catholics,  but,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  no  part  of  the  plan  to 
obtain  answers  to  these  queries,  the  publi- 
cation is  wisely  made  at  the  very  moment 
when  it  is  likely  to  have  its  full  effect 
upon  the  people,  immediately  before  this 
debate,  and  when  there  was  no  longer  any 
time  for  the  Catholic^  of  Ireland  to  make 
a  reply  to  it;  for  the  first  meeting  of  the 
society  is  on  the  12th  of  this  month. 

To  this  pamphlet  is  prefixed  an  Address, 
sufficiently  pompous,  in  which  the  society 
promises  to  take  the  country  under  its  pro- 
tection, to  direct  the  (fublic  opinion,  and, 
from  time  to  time,  to  afford  that  informa- 
tion, without  which  the  two  Houses  of 
ParUameni  must  have  remained  in  such 


miserable  ignorance.  The  ficfit  ligfal^ 
however,  which  they  give  us,  is  some- 
what dark,  for  it  consists  of  anonymous 
tietters.  Now,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  think  that, 
when  the  worthy  chairman  has  had  time 
for  cool  reflection,  he  vrjll  seriously  repent 
having  brought  agaipst  the  Catholics,  the 
heaviest  charges,  without  excepting  even 
that  of  murder,  supported  only  oy  anooy- 
mous  letters. 

Sir,  the  clergy  have  not  she^n,  on  tbts 
occasion,  any  deficiency  of  seal ;  their 
exertions  have  not  been  wanting  to  load 
your  table  with  petitions  against  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics.  Bishops  and. 
many  high  dignitaries,  some  with  mitres 
ofs  their  beads,  and  some,  perhaps,  with 
mitres  is  their  heads,  have  been  active  in 
sounding  the  alarm.  Foremost  in  this 
holy  crusade,  in  the  front  ranks  of  this 
army  of  the  high  church  militant,  stands  a 
reverend  and  very  learned  prelate,  from 
whose  former  works  I  have  derived  both 
pleasure  and  instruction ;  but  I  much 
doubt  whether  that,  to  which  I  now  alinde, 
whatever  opinion  gentlemen  may  enter- 
tain as  to  the  talenu  which  may  be  dis- 
played in  it,  I  very  much  doubt  whether 
it  will  greatly  add  to  his  reputation  for 
candour.  Is  it  becominje  in  a  prelate  of 
the  mild  Protestant  reformed  church  of 
England,  to  thunder  out  his  anathemas 
against  all  who  may  dare  to  differ  from 
him  in  opinion  ?  Is  it  fitting  that  he  should 
ascribe  their  conduct  to  the  most  profli- 
gate motives  ?  Can  he  make  no  allowance 
ror  those  who,  without  his  ulents,  without 
his  learning,  may  err  with  the  best  inten- 
tions? Yet  he  has  declared  that  he  will 
trace  the  opinions  of  those  who  advocate 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  to  artful  mis- 
representation, specious  liberality,  or  in- 
fidel indifference.-— Sir,  I  will  never  bring 
the  last  charge  against  any  man  withoot 
the  most  clear  and  weighty  proof;  but  I 
think  I  may,  without  subjecting  myself  to 
the  imputation  of  illiberality,  retort  the 
two  first  accusations  upon  the  learned  pre- 
late himself— he  has  declared  himself  the 
libera]  friend  of  toleration,  but  hu  spe- 
cious liberality  goes  no  further  than  per* 
mitting  just  so  much  toleration  as,  being 
already  granted,  he  can  no  longer  with- 
hold :  and  he  pretty  clearly  insinuates 
that,  even  that  toleration  goes  far  beyond 
what  he  would  have  consen^ted  to ; — and  to 
what.  Sir,  but  to  artful  misrepresentation, 
can  be  ascribed  his  attempt  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  great  name  of  the  illustriooi 
Mr»  Fox,  in  siipport  of  bis  argument  i  hie 
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cademTOiir  to  represent  that  Yirtuoas  pa- 
triot>  wha  ipent  the  whole  of  his  political 
life  in  the  support  of  cifil  and  religious 
liberty,  as  favourable  to  his  own  narrow 
and  ezohisive  views  ?  This  he  has  done, 
by  applying  Mr.  Fox's  argument,  against 
a  Popbh  king,  with  a  subsenrient  admi* 
nistratioD,  to  the  possible  circumstance  of 
half  a  dozen  Catholic  peers,  and  perhaps 
twice  as  many  commonet-s,  being  admitted 
into  a  legislature,  composed  of  a  thousand 
persons.  I  hope  I  do  not  presume  too 
much  upon  the  patience  of  the  House,  but, 
obnoxious  as  I  to  to  the  charges  of  the 
reverend  prelate,  for  no  man  can  difier 
more  widely  than  I  do  from  his  opinions, 
on  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  impertinent 
for  ne  to  declare  that  I  am,  as  I  have 
always  been,  from  birth,  education^  and 
conviction,  a  zealous  member  of  the  Pro- 
testant church  of  £ngland  ;  but  that  I  shall 
always  claim  for  others,  what  I  should,  in 
every  possible  circumstance,  claim  for 
myself;  the  undoubted  right  of  every 
man  to  worship  the  Deity  in  the  manner 
which  his  conscience  dictates  to  him, 
without  suffering,  on  that  account,  any  in* 
•apacity  or  disability  whatever. 

I  shall,  now,/  Sir,  conclude  with  ex- 
pressing my  anxious  hope  that  the  House, 
by  going  into  a  committee,  will  fulfil  the 
promise  held  out  to  the  Catholics,  by  their 
predecessors,  the  last  parliament;  and, 
oy  restoring  harmony  to  the  empire,  will 
prepare  it  for  meeting  the  severe  and 
arduous  contest,  with  the  continuance  and 
increasing  difficulties  of  which,  we  stilJ 
•re  threatened^ 

Mr.  BffiiAef.— Mr.  Speaker,  before  I 
advert  to  the  substance  and  material  part 
of  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  mover, 
Srbich  forms  by  no  means  the  largest  por- 
tion of  it,  I  am  desirous  of  taking  notice 
of  some  preliminary  topics,  with  which 
he  has  introduced  lU  It  is  natural  for  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  connected  as  he  is 
with  Ireland,  and  strenuous  as  he  has  al- 
ways been,  in  furthering  the  claims  of  the 
Boman  Catholic^,  to  observe,  with  dissa- 
tisfaction, and  criticise  with,  perhaps, 
aome  little  decree  of  severity,  the  senti- 
ments of  petitioners,  so  little  in  imison 
^th  bis  own.  How  such  meetings  have 
been  convened i  composed,  or  actuated,  I 
possess  neither  the  means,  nor  the  incli- 
nation to  inquire;  but  there  is  one  main 
fact,  which  these  petitions  establish,  most 
important  for  the  consideration  of  the 
J9fNBiie|  which  it«  Uiat  Ui«  wiahea  of  the 


Irish  nation,  upon  this  sufaject,  are  by  no 
means  unanimous;  that  the  representa- 
tions and  appearances  of  general  favor 
and  approbation,  towards  unconditional 
emancipation,  are  disproved ;  that  a  senti* 
ment,  directly  contrary,  prevails  amongst 
a  large  and  respectable  body  of  the  Pro* 
testants  of  that  country,  is  admitted  by  the 
mover ;  the  exact  extent  of  which,  I  must 
leave  to  members,  locally  acquainted  with 
the  places  and  persons,  to  discuss  and  settle. 

Approving  generally  and  admiring  the 
tone  of  moderation  and  temper,  in  which 
the  riffbt  hon.  mover  has  always  treated 
this  subject,  there  are  some  expressions  of 
a  less  conciliatory  tendency,  which  I  re- 
gret to  have  heard  from  him  in  the 
course  of  bis  speech  ;  particularly  one,  in 
which  he  objects  to  the  propriety  or  ex« 
pediency  of  calling  upon  one  part  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  to  petition  against 
another;  and  still  more  to  any  Irish  sub- 
jects petitioning  a  foreign  country  [Mr. 
Grattan  interrupted,  by  saying  that  he 
bad  not  used  the  word  "  foreign,^'  but 
"another  country'^]  aeainst  the  liberties 
of  their  own.  Whither,  then,  would  be 
wish  ihem  to  appeal,  but  to  that  which^ 
since  the  Union,  is  neither  a  foreign,  nor 
even  another  country  ?  The  united  par»« 
liament  contains  their  true  representa- 
tives, as  well  as  ours,  and  the  legislative 
and  deliberate  councils  of  both  :  is  it  fair 
to  consider  thefr  common  head  and  organ 
as  fit  to  be  addressed,  in  furtherance  oC 
the  claims  and  pretensions  of  one  class« 
but  as  being  inaccessible  to  the  appre« 
hensions  and  fears  of  another  ? 

The  privations  and  sufferings  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  have  also  been  treated 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  terms  of 
exaggeration.  When  partisan  sheriffi  ar« 
spoken  of,  and  partisan  judges,  is  it  in- 
tended to  assert  that  the  fountain  of  jus- 
tice is  polluted,  or  that  the  equal  dispensa- 
tion of  the  laws  is  withheld  from  thoso 
who  profess  that  persuasion  ?  Is  the  juris- 
diction exercised  there,  a  jurisdiction  of 
prejudices,  and  parties,  or  is  the  steady 
and  uniform  current  of  the  law  of  the 
land  diverted  from  its  course,  not  accord- 
ing  to  the  preponderance  of  proof,  nor  th# 
reason  of  the  case,  but  according  to  the 
religions  tenets  of  the  several  suitors?  I 
trust,  on  the  contrary,  that  fX\  the  in- 
babitanU  of  that  country  are  no  lesa 
blessed,  than  those  of  this,  with  an  impar* 
tial  administration  of  the  laws,  and  an  un- 
biassed judicature.  If  snch  expressions, 
which  magnify  ao  mrwioiiably  the  hard- 
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•bips  and  gnev^ncet  of  %ht  Romiin  Catbo^ 
lictf  caonot  be  heard  withoat  some  degret 
of  pain,  there  are' otbere,  which  I  have 
lifllened  to  with  siiU  lesa  saitsfactioii ;  by 
which,  ttowarrantable  reflexiooa  were  cast 
upon  the  practice  of  this  coodtry,  with  re«- 
gard  to  toleration.  I  have  always  thought 
nytelf  happy  in  haying  been  bom  in  a 
kingdom,  wnerein  the  principkt  of  wiae 
and  liberal  policy  allowing  every  man  to 
worship  God,  according  to  the  dictates  of 
liis  own  heart,  are  at  fuUy  understood, 
and  as  extensively  practised,  as  wijtbtn 
any  state,  professing  a  form  of  religion, 
•stablished  by  law.  Oar  best  writers 
upon  the  constitotion,  and  oor  greatest 
philosophers,  have  flattered  themselves, 
and  as,  that  we  are  pre*eminent  in  the 
enjoyment  of  religions,  no  less  than  of 
civil  liberty;. but  it  is  reserved  for  the 
honourable  mover  to  convict  them  of 
ofror,  to  dissipate  this  pleasing  illasioo, 
and  to  demonstrate  that,  in  England,  tolo> 
ration  is  utterly  incomplete,  and  imper* 
feet,  and  that  wa  must  bava  recourse  to 
loreign  states,  in  commanion  with  the  see 
^  RMne,  for  its  true  and  genuine  essence. 
Tbo  right  hon.  gentleman  particularly  in- 
atanced  France  and  Hungary ;  and,  with 
#e^rd  to  the  latter,  he  read  an  edict, 
which  undoubtedly  carries,  in  the  terms 
of  it,  the  fullest  and  most  ample  allow- 
ance of  all  modes  of  worship,  together 
with  an  indiscriminate  admission  to  all 
places  of  honor  and  trust.  Such  conduct 
b  highly  creditable  to  the  state  which 
adopu  it,  but  there  may  exist  checl^ 
against  its  abuse,  or  excess,  in  a  depend- 
ent province  of  the  Austrian  dominion, 
which  are  inapplicable  to  an  integral  part 
of  the  British. 

With  regard  to  France,  the  real  state  of 
this  matter  may  deserve  fbller  considera- 
tion. Not  only  the  practice  or  opinions 
ef  those  who  govern  in  Catholic  king* 
doms,  most  be  looked  to,  but  the  doc- 
Uiaes,  oouncila,  and  canons  of  the  church, 
4o  which  they  profess  spiritual  obedience. 
If  it  should  be  objected  that  it  is  an  uniah* 
mode  of  trying    this   question  to   cite, 

Stinst  the  church  of  Rome,  every  scrap 
ich  breathes  intolerance  and  persecu- 
tion, from  the  councils  of  LatOTan,  or  Con- 
atftnee,  or  Trent ;  to  call  into  sight  aiUi- 
^ated  capons  and  bolls,  and  to  charge 
upon  the  modern  professors  of  that  reli- 
gion, all  theviolerice  and  tnteniperance 
of  their  predecessors,  we  most  ask  who  is 
to  Uame  for  this  ?  The  church  of  Kome 
net  only  doee  net  lOMuiice  ai^  tenet 
4 
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whicb  she  has  ever  held,  but  gloriee  m 
her  perpetual  unity  of  doctrine;  reforrio^ 
as  to  an  unquestionable  and  an  auibenite 
text,  to  the  councils,  canons,  and  buUa 
of  all  former  times.  Her  advocates  hes% 
would  defend  her,  upon  a  supposed  do* 
parture  from  those  principles,  wbicb  they 
sute  not  to  be  disclaimcKdl  indeed,  but  te 
be  grown  obsolete,  and  impossible  to  be 
rec^led  into  activity  :  but  she  rejects  aH 
such  defence ;  she  maintains  that  whatever 
has  been  once  laid  doWn  is  unchanged,  and 
unchangeable^  If  her  rules  of  action  be 
the  same  as  in  the  darker  %ges,  is  it  reaaon* 
able  to  suppoae  that  her  conduct  would 
be  different,  if  she  were  invested  with  the 
same  povrer?  The  right  hon.  gcntleaaaa 
has  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim«  tbes  all 
churches  are  naturally  intolerant;  and 
that  it  is  for  the  wisdom  and  juauce  of 
those  who  are  in  civil  authority,  te  cofr* 
rect  and  counteract,  this  narrow  and  ilU* 
beral  tendency.  In  what  manner  the 
head  of  the  church  of  Borne  has  asserted 
the  old  pretensions,  belonging  to  that  aee^ 
against  the  civil  aathority  of  an  empire^ 
no  leas  powerful  tban  that  of  France  under 
its  present  ruler,  I  am  prepared  to  show 
from  authentic  documents,  begging  the 
House  to  judge,  after  hearing  them,  wIk» 
ther  thev  can  perceive  any  thing,  in  the 
modern  language  of  the  sovereign  pontii^ 
more  tolerant  tban  that,  which  waa  used 
in  older  times;  aoy  approximation  lo> 
wards  union,  and  intercotirse,  between  lU^ 
man  Catholics  and  heretics ;  or  one  aifigk 
expression,  which  breathes  the  spirit  ef 
concession,  liberality^,  or  conciliation. 

The  passages,  which  I  am  about  to  read, 
are  extracted  from  an  account  of  vrhat 
passed  at  fioiise^  upon  tbe  occupation  of 
that  patrimony  of  ISk  Peter,  and  tbe  pe» 
son  ctf  his  holineM,by  the  French  (printed 
for  Keating  and  Co<  December.  1812.) 
The  first  of  them  bears  date  in  February 
1808,  and  contains  a  lumonstrance  of  the 
Pope,  against  an  ordinance  or  code  of 
Buonaparte  wbicfa  he  appears  to  have 
circulated  as  a  part  of  the  Concordatum, 
pretending  that  it  was  equally  aethoriaed 
by  the  Holy  Father.  The  word*  of  the 
Pope  are,*-^'  A  claim  is  set  up  for  tbe 
freedom  of  every  sort  of  worship,  with  tft» 
public  .exercise  thereof  $  wbiob,  as  being 
contrary  to  the  canons,  to  tbe  comiciK 
and  to  the  CaihoMe  religion,  we  have  ro- 
jected<-^A  reformation  of  bishoprica  is 
called  for,  and  tbe  independence  of  the 
bishops  upon  us,  which  bemg  contrary  to 
the  iatoftCiov  of  our  legidator  JaaiB  CM^ 
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we  proMI  tkat  we  will  maiRUin,  for  oar* 
sislves  and  our  successors,  the  plenitode  of 
oor  sepremacy.— The  articles  relating  to 
marriage  and  divorce,  in  the  French  code, 
nr^  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  church  and 
the  gdspel.-^Oot  of  the  Catholic  religion 
i&ere  is  no  hope  oFsahration/' 

Again— ."The  French  system  of indif> 
fereiice  or  equality,  with  regard  to  all  re- 
ligions, is  utterly  opposite  to  the  Catholic  ; 
whrch  being  the  only  one  of  divine  insii- 
tation;  eannot  form  any  alliance  with  any 
other,  any  more  than  Christ  can  league 
with  Belial.— It  is  false,  that  the  Concordat 
has  recognized  and  established  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  church  of  France ;  or 
that  it  has  given  t  sanction  to  thetolera- 
t1bn^t>f  other  modes  of  worship/' 

Another  passage  or  two  may  be  not  un- 
worthy of  attention.  The  Pope  is  spoken 
of  as- the  lawful  sov<*reign  fas  he  certilinly 
is)  of  t  bishop,  within  hiS'temporal  do*' 
minion  ;  but  it  is  added,  that  «^  hei  is  alto 
▼icar  of  that  God,  from  Whom  Sovereign 
power  is  derived,  and  who  is  the  King  of 
all  kings."— ^'^  The  holy  see  has  rtever 
granted  ta  bishops,  at  least  in  Europe,  the 
power  of  granting  dispensations  for  mar^ 
noges'between  Catholics  and  Heretics/' 

There  are  other  partii  of  this  curioas 
publication,  and*  particularly  some  with 
regard  to  ooths,  which  are  not  unworthy 
.  of  notice ;  but  I  pass  ov^r  them,  desiring 
to  call  the  serious  attention  of  the  House- 
to  those,  which  1  have  selected,  add  to 
warn  all  those  who  hear  me,  against  the 
specious  veil  which  is  endeavoured,  in  de- 
bates, and  writings,  to  be  thrown  over  the 
deformities  of  that  church  :  her  antipathy 
to  all  other  churches,  is  not  mitigated  by 
time,  nor  subdued  by  reason :  there  ap* 
pears  not  the  smallest  relaxation,  with  re- 
gard to  the  intermarriage  of  Roman  Ca- 
tliolics  with  Protestants,  one  of  the  most 
niatoral  and  obvious  modes  of  seflening 
and  allaying  the  asperities  of  hostile  sects, 
an^  of  bringing  them  to  consider  each 
other  with  good  will  and  Christian  cha- 
rity, instead  of  maintaining  principles' 
of  eternal  separation  and  hostility.  What 
must  we  deem  to  be  the  spirit  of  the  Papal 
power,  when,  imprisoned  within  the  walls 
of  the  Quirinal  palaice,  stript  of  all  tem- 
poral dominion,  and  surrounded  by  a 
French  guard,  it  could  utter  its  remon- 
•trances  in  such  terms,  against  the  sub- 
Terter  of  thrones  and  empires  ?  Can  it  be 
credited  that  opinions,  so  solemnly  pro* 
nounced-,  wiH  not  have  weight  with  the 
Homan  Catholic  prelotot  aira  clergy  of 
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Ireland  ?    Or  is  Ireland  the  country  in  the 
whole    world,  where  the  sentiments    of 
bishops,  ecclesiastics,  and  confessors  have 
no  influence  upon  their  flocks  ?  The  risht 
bon.  gentleman  asks  why  should  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  church  bate  the  Protestant  ? 
We  answer  thai  it  must  necessarily  hate 
it :  Pius  7  identifies  the  church  of   Rome 
with  Christ  himself,  and  pronounces  that 
Christ  dan  hold  no  fellowship  with  BeliaU 
These  observations,  though  by  no  meani 
irrelevant  to  the  matter  in  debate,  are 
drawn  from  me,  by  the  preliminary  topics^ 
on  which  the  right  hon»  mover  has  expa^ 
tiated ;  and  are  not  the  points  upon  Ivhich 
1  intend  to  rest  the  propriety  or  justifica« 
tion  of  the  vote  which  I  am  about  to  give* 
Three  diitinct  objects  were  specified,  in 
the  Resolution  adopted  by  the  House»  on 
the  22d  of  Jone^  to  which  I  am  not  lest 
friendly  now,  than  I  was  then,  nor  do  I 
indeed  conceive  that  any  reasonable  man> 
of  whatever  persuasion  in   religion,  or  of 
whatever  inclintftion  in  respect  of  party^ 
caii  be  adverse  to  them.    The  question 
was  then,  and  is  now,- whether  these  endi 
arelikely^to  be  attained,  by  the  meacMi 
'  which  are  recommended :  they  were  an« 
nexed,  OS  conditions,  to  our  considering 
the  laws,  affecting  the  Roman  Catholics^ 
and,  when  •  the  conditions  fail,  ihe  pro* 
ceeding,  which  was  to  be  founded  upon  - 
them>  must  fall  to  the  ground,  of  courses 
The  observations   with  which  I  accom^ 
panied  my  vote,  showed  me  not ,  to  havo 
been  sanguine  in  hoping  that  the  effect  of 
that  decision  would  be  to  moderate  and 
conciliate  the  ardent  minds  of  those,  who 
had  gained  the  ascendant  in  the  Roman 
CathoKc  assemblies:  nor  in  believing  that 
a  separation  would  be  produced,  between 
those  of  that  communion,  who  really  de- 
sired  a  revision  of  the  laws  for  the  purpose 
of  amicable  adjustment,  and  those,  if  any 
such  there  were,  who,  under  the  cloak  of 
emancipation,  harboured  Views  unfriendly 
to  the  connexion  between  the  two  parts  of 
the  united  kingdom  :  but  other  members 
were  much  more  confident  than  knyselQ 
and  ventured  to  predict  that  this  desirable 
state  of  things  could  not  fail  to  follow  the 
carrying  of  that  Resolution.  ^ 

There  is  another  of  the  three  objects^ 
upon  which  the  right  hon.  mover  of  that 
Resolntion  (Mr.  Canning)  and  others  felt 
no  anxiety,  while  I,  not  only  felt,  but  ex- 
pressed very  serious  apprehensions ;  T 
mean  the  temper  and  general  disposition 
of  the  Church  of  England  and  iu  mem-' 
bers,  with  regard  to  the  claims  of  theRo- 
(3E) 
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man  Catholics.    I  believed,  and  stated  it 
not  to  be  apathy  nor  indifference,  which 
rendered  them  quiescent,  and  apparently 
inert ;  but  that  it  proceeded  from  a  con*' 
fidence  in  the  wisdom  of  this  House,  and 
a  firm  reliance  upon  the  same  steady  sys* 
lem  being  pursued,  which  had  guided  our 
counsels  since  Mr,  Perceval  came  into 
administration.    I  said  that  the  interval 
of  time  would  prov^whether  my  predic- 
tions or  those  of  others  were  deserving  of 
credit;   and   therefore    that   the    period 
which  mutt  intervene  between  the  passing 
of  the  Resolution  imd  the  next  meeting  of 
parliament,  was  a  fortunate  circumstance, 
oecause  it  would  ascertain  whether  the 
•atisfaction  and  concord  of  all  his  Majes- 
ty-s  Protestant  subjects  was,  or  was  not, 
likely  to  follow  the  repeal  of  the  disquali- 
fying  statutes.    I  am  glad,  tor  m]^self, 
thati,  at  the  time,  so  studiously  restricted 
the  meaning  and   intention  of  die  vote 
which  I  gave,  in  the  month  of  June ;  but 
I  really  trust  that  the  vote  of  no  other 
member,  who  concurred  with  the  m^o- 
rity,  could  be  understood,  in  fairness  and 
common  senses  as  pledging  him  to  the 
furtherance  of  any  obiects,  besides  those 
n^on  which  that  Resolntton  was  founds ; 
still  less  could  my  own  vote  be  considered 
as  obligatory  upon  myself,  to.  pursue  a 
course,  directly  contrary  to  those  condi- 
tions and  stipulations,  under  which  it  was 
expressi^r  given.    I  have  frequentl]r  con- 
curred with  majorities  of  the  House  in  re- 
sisting motions  for  going,  generally,  into 
a  committee  upon  the  Roman  Catholic 
Petitions ;  I  should  have  done  the  same, 
upon  a  similar  motion,  in  June  last;  but  I 
diought  myself  safe  in  agreeing  to  con- 
sider them,  whenever  that  consideration 
might  t6nd  to  the  peace  and  strength  of 
the  united  kingdom,  the  stability  of  the 
Protestant  esUblishment,  and  the  satisfac- 
tion and  concord  of  all  classes  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects :  and,  if  the  right  hon. 
mover  demonstrates,  to   my  conviction, 
that  these  consequences,  or  even  any  one 
pf  them,  would  follow  from  carrying  his 
question,  my  vote  would,  on  the  present 
night,  be  given  much  more  cheerfully  in 
concurrence  with,  than  in  contradiction  to 
him.    I  perfectly  recollect  the  inauspi- 
cious circumstances,  under  which  the  mo- 
tion of  the  last  session  was  brought  for* 
ward   by  my  right  hon.  friend  who  sits 
opposite  to  me ;    that  a  set  of  the  most 
inflammatory    and    intemperate  Resolu- 
tions, agreed  to  by  a'  general  meeting  of 
tbeJftoman  Catholics,  with  lord  Fingiu  in 


the,  chair,  on  the  18th  of  June,  181% 
reached  London,  only  on  the  morning  of 
that  debate,  and  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Canning)  with  the  dexterity  and 
ability  of  a  great  orator,  employed  no- 
small  portion  of  his  art,  not  only  in  avert- 
ing this  dangerous  weight  from  l>earii^ 
down  his  cause,  but  even  in  converting  it 
into  an  argument,  to  make  it  triumphant.* 
if  I  had  taken  any  fallacious  view,  or  re* 
ceived  any  false  impression  upon  that  oc« 
casion,  if  the  eloquence  and  power  of  mT 
right  hon,  friend  s  speech  had  fascinated^ 
aM,  for  a  moment,  misled  my  judgment 
I  should  not  be  ashamed  to  avow  n^ 
error,  with  sincerity  and  frankne»;  nor 
to  state,  honestly  and  directly,  thai  a  de- 
liberate review  of  the  whole  matter,  now 
compelled  me  to  trace  back  my  steps,  and 
to  pursue  a  different  course :  but  1  have- 
no  such  avowal  to  make,  no  auch  error  to 
confess,  no  such  account  to  settle^  with 
the  promoters  of  the  Resolution.  Thoaa 
who  did  me  the  honour  of  attending  te» 
and  remembering,  what  I  said  on  the  224 
of  June,  will  recal  to  their  minds  that,  ia 
addition  to  the  topics  already  mentioned* 
and  the  stress  which  I  laid  upon  every  one 
of  the  three  enumerated  conditions,  I  said^ 
that  the  temper  and  frelinff  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  established  church,  in  both 
countries,  would  be  tried  by  carrying  the 
()ueation ;  that  it  was  fortunate  so  long  an 
interval  of  time  would  be  allowed,  before 
any  ulterior  step  could  be  taken,  and  that 
It  would  be  put  to  the  test,  whether  the. 
apparent  neutrality  of  the  Protestanu 
proceeded  from  unconcern,  or  whether  it 
was  the  effect  of  a  firm  persuasion  that  the, 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  would  be 
resisted  by  a  majority  of  thehr  repreaenta^ 
tives.  It  was  argued,  at  that  time,  by  my 
right  hon.  friend,  that,  so  long  as  parlia- 
ment should  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  ooai«. 
plaints  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  so  long  at 
the  House  should  refuse  to  enquire  inUv 
or  listen  to  their  grievances,  it  might  na- 
turally be  expected  that  they  would  feel 
disappointed  and  irritated,  and,  like  per* 
sons  goaded  and  oppressed,  they  would 
burst  out  inro  expressions  of  anger  and 
violence.  Hold  out  to  then^a  fair  proa* 
pect,  it  was  said,  of  conciliation  and  con* 
cession,  and  their  violence  will  cease; 
reason  will  regain  her  just  ascendancy* 
and  all  will  be  harmony  and  concoid. 
Now  in  what  manner  b  this  prophecy  ful- 
filled ?   Was  any  gratitude  shewn,  or  any 

*  See  vol.  2$,  p.  §$$. 
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joy  expressed  ?  Were  any  thanks  Toted, 
any  acknowledgmenu  made  to  the  mover 
And  sopporters  of  that  Resolution  ?  So  far 
from  itf  at  the  very  next  meeting  of  the 
Catholic  boards  after  the  news  reached 
Dublin^  on  the  4th  of  3tt\y,  circnlar  letters 
Were  dispatched  in  all  directions,  formally 
announcing  their  **  most  serious  apprehen- 
•ions  that  a  religious  persecution  was 
about  to  begin  in  Ireland/'  This  was 
one  of  their  first  proceedings :  t)o  those, 
which  are  recent^  manifest  a  more  mode- 
rate spirit  ?  Let  the  resolutions  of  all  then- 
meetmgs,  in  the  various  counties,  cities, 
and  townS|  be  examined ;  the  solemn  ad* 
dress  of  their  prelates  on  the  1 8th  of  No- 
Tember  last ;  let  the  tenor  of  all  their  Pe- 
titions, now  upon  our  tab1e«  be  fairly 
weighed  and  considered »  with  every  rea- 
sonable allowance,  and  the  most  favour- 
able interpretation ;  and,  can  we  collect, 
from  their  aggregate  sentiments,  any  thing 
short  of  a  positive  demand  of  unqualified 
emancipation,  as  a  matter,  not  of  favour, 
l>Qtof  right?  And,  on  the  part  of  their 
elergy,  is  there  any  thing  less  than  an  ab- 
•olute  refusal  to  give  any  further  security, 
Aan  the  oath,  prescribed  by  the  statute  of 
1791,  with  which  they  assert  that  the  le- 
sielature  ought  to  rest  perfectly  satisfied  ? 
xhese  are  their  own  words :  '*  As  we  are 
at  present  precluded  from  any  intercourse 
with  our  supreme  pastor,  we  feel  ourselves 
utterly  incompetent  to  propose  or  agree 
to  any  change  in  the  long  established 
mode  of  appomting  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
bishops ;''  and, ''  we  are  firmly  convinced 
that  no  pledges  or  securities  of  more  effi- 
cient obligation  can  be  devised,  than  those 
which  we  have  already  given/' 

It  is  needless  to  quote  further  passages, 
in  proof  of  what  I  assert ;  the  proceedings 
of  the  prelates  are  probably  in  the  hands 
«f  many  of  those  who  hear  me,  and,  if  the 
House  desires  to  examine  with  what  mo- 
deration and  forbearance  these  claims  are 
prosecuted,  they  will  find  it  declared,  in 
aome  pf  the  Petitions,  that  an  offer  of  any 
tfain^  less  than  a  total  repeal  of  all  dis- 
qualifications, would  be  considered  as  in- 
aahing  and  degradins;  and  in  others, 
that  it  wouU  even  endanger  the  tranquil- 
lity and  security  of  the  empire.  Is  this 
the  tone,  inf  which  those  who  suffer  would 
Irambly  ask  for  protection,  as  the  right 
hen.  mover  terms  it,  or  can  we  think  of 
treating  with  men  upon  terms  and  condi* 
amis,  who  pot  themselves  into  the  posture 
«f  reouiring  rights?  This  doctrine  of 
vif  btf  1  regret  to  obMrve«  not  only,  in  the 


inconsiderate  declarations  of  numerous 
meetings,  nor  confined  to  the  sister  king- 
dom, but  propagated  and  disseminated 
here,  as  a  prominent  instance  of  the  op- 
pression and  persecution  to  which  the 
English  Roman  Catholics  are  subjected, 
in  the  publication  of  a  learned  person,  of 
a  paofession,  which  might  have  led  him  to 
know  something  more  of  the  principles  of 
legislation,  and  of  the  difference  between 
religious  toleration  and  civil  power. 
(I/>ud  cries  of  Hear,  hear !)  I  am  not 
sorry  to  hear  these  cheers,  but  I  should  be 
nH)re  pleased  to  find  any  member  who 
would  venture  to  embody  these  clamours 
into  ar^ment,  and  to  assert  the  claim  of 
right,  m  the  latitude  which  is  given  to  it 
either  by  the  petitioners,  or  in  the  pamph* 
let  of  Mr.  Butler.  It  would  be  indecoroue 
to  suppose  that  any  member  of  this  House 
can  be  so  little  informed  of  the  funda- 
mental maxims,  upon  which  all  states  are 
constituted,  as  to  be  ignorant  that  a  prin- 
ciple of  self-preservation  is  among  their 
priinary  rights,  as  well  as  duties :  that  the 
justice  of  excluding  and  prohibiting  what- 
ever might  endanger  or  destroy  the  state, 
is  a  natural  consequence  of  this  right  of 
preservation;  and  that  every  well  consti- 
tuted government,  under  whatever  form, 
has  always  exercised  a  choice  and  discre- 
tion in  selecting  those,  who  should  hold 
offices  and  employments,  fixing  upon 
birth,  or  property,  or  rank  belonging  to 
some  privileged  order,  or  upon  some  other 
arbitrary  qualification',  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  that  more  numerous  class  of  citizens, 
who  are  not  possessed  of  it. 

We  have  by  law  a  Protestant  king  upoft 
the  throne,  and  a  Protestant  establishment 
for  our  church ;  and  shall  we  be  denied 
the  right  of  enacting  such  laws  as  are 
conformable  and  necessary  to  the  secu- 
rity of  both  ?  Or  ought  we  to  be  deemed 
oppressive  and  intolerant,  when  we  re* 
quire  to  be  convinced,  by  reasoning  and 
sound  argument,  before  we  surrender 
those  which  have  been  heretofore  enacted  ? 
It  is  undoubtedly  of  the  essence  of  free 
sttftes  to  impose  as  little  of  restraint,  upon 
the  actions  of  those  who  live  under  them, 
as  is  consistent  with  public  and  private 
safety,  tranquillity,  and  property :  liberty 
of  conscience,  and  the  exercise  of  difller* 
ent  modes  of  worship,  naturally  emanate 
from  the  same  spirit  of  freedom ;  but  it  ia 
easy  to  imagine  cases,  or  to  quote  exam* 
pies  from  history,  in  which  religious  tenets^ 
tending  to  overt  acts,  by  which  the  state,. 
or  iodividoab  might  be  endangered,  couid 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


791}    HOUSE  (XF  COMMONS,       Mr.  OmtkmU  M€ii&$Ar  a  Cammbite       [T9f 


not  be  permitted  nor  coontenanced. 
Wherever  communication,  purely  spiri- 
tual, is  really  carried  on  between  man 
and  his  Maker,  the  rigbtrof  adoring  tiod, 
in  his  own  way,  is  that,  with  which  no 
human  power  ought  to  interfere.  Upon 
these  plain  grounds  it  is  easy  to  refute  tl^ 
sophistry  of  such  arguments,  as  are  found* 
ed  upon  the  natural  rights  of  man  to  pos- 
sess, or  to  be  capable  of  possessing,  all 
things  equally.  The  words  of  that 
pamphlet  are,  **  This  penal  infliction 
reaches  every  description  of  non-confor- 
mists to  the  established  church ;  their  re- 
ligion therefore  is  not  tolerated  ;  itit  per- 
secuted :*'— -and  a  little,  further,  *'  The 
Boman  Catholics  are  the  most  persecuted 
of  all.''— If  all,  to  whom  such  power  or 
capacity  be  denied,  are  in  a  state  of  per- 
secution, let  it  be  considered  to  how  pro- 
digious a  pi:Qportion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain,  this  species  of  persecu- 
tion extends,  who  are  excluded,  by  the 
want  of  property,  from  the  elective  fran- 
chise, or  by  the  want  of  a  larger  qualifica- 
tion in  respect  of  property,  from  sitting  in 
this  House. 

I  believe,  however,  that,  whatever  en- 
larged notions  are  entertained  out  of  doors, 
with  regard  to  these  indefisasible  and  ori* 
glnal  rights,  they  have  very  few  advocates 
within  this  House. ,  I  understand  the  right 
hon.  mover  never  to  have  maintained  any 
such  absurd  and  extravagant  proposition, 
and  bis  speech  of  this  night  professes  to 
hold  out  some  security  fpr  the  Protestant 
establishment,  though,  either  from  the 
fault  of  the  right  hon.  mover,  or  possibly 
from  my  own,  while  I  laboured  to  catch 
and  retain  what  might  be  the  substance  of 
the  security,  which  appeared  floating  over 
the  surface  of  his  whole  speech,  I  am  una- 
ble to  satisfy  myself  what,  it  is  that  he 
intends.  I  recollect,  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion, that  he  much  expatiat^  upon  the 
pernicious  ejects  of  foreign  influence, 
stating  that  it  would  be  necessary,  at  all 
events,  to  abolish,  or  to  subject  it  to  strict 
regnlations :  it  is  troe  that,  upon  this  night, 
he  has  not  adverted  to  it ;  I  tal^e  it  for 
granted  however,  that  his  opinion  is  not 
shaken  upon  that  important  point ;  but  I. 
cannot  help  remarking  that  one  of  the 
modern  accredited  writers,,  Mr.  Clinch, 
who  has  received  the  thanks  of  all  the 
bishops,  for  his  able  writings  on  church 
government  against  Columbanos,  animad- 
Terts,  with  some  asperity  and  aflectcd  sur- 
prise, upon  Mr.  Grattan's  conduct,  in  these 
words, «« CouM  it  bav« beantbonghttfaai 


Mr.  Qrattan  would  insist,  not  as  an  enemy, 
bjut  as  a  chief  advocate,  not  on  the  re- 
nouncing of  foreign  jurisdiction,  but  on  the 
perpetual  exclusion  of  foreign  influence, 
which  is  Catholic  religion  ?"  What* 
ever  may  be  Mr.  Grattan's  present  Vriew 
of  this  matter,  there  are  others,  and  parti- 
cularly my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) who  will  not  suffer  it  to  be  left  un- 
provided for ;  an  unrestrained  communi- 
cation witn  a  foreign  power,  contrary  to 
the  existing  law  of  the  land,  cannot  re- 
main upon  its  present  footing,  if  any  new 
privileges  are  to  be  grs^ited  ;  neither  can 
the  nomination,  and  dependence  of  the 
bishops,  upon  the  see  of  Rome,  be  allow* 
ed  to  continne,  wiMu»nt  some  of  those 
checks  and  ^trictions,  which  exist,  in 
every  other  country,  against  the  encroach^ 
ments  of  that  church ;  of  which  this  king* 
dom  also  availed  itself,  when  it  was  in 
communion  with  that  see.  I  know  that 
my  right  hon.  friend  is  not  prepared  to 
leave  this  matter,  simply,  upon  tbe  secu- 
rity of  the  oath,  as  it  now  rests.  And  I 
hope  that  he,  or  some  other  supporter  of 
the  question,  will  make  up  for  what  ap-« 
pears  a  deficiency  in  the  mover, -and  that 
he  will  distinctly  state  what  project  ho 
has  of  any  Bill,  under  which  the  establish- 
ment may  rest  secure,  and  satisQed,  that 
a  sufiicient  |(usrd  is  provided  :  it  wonld 
be  desirable,  particularly,  to  leara  what 
he  proposes  to  do,  with  regard  to  the  Cor- 
poration and  Test  Acts,  which  are  oharac- 
terized  by  Mr,  Justice  Blackstooe  and 
other  constitutional  writers,  as  the  •'  two 
bulwarks  of  our  established  church,  against 
perils  from  non-conformists  of  all-deaoBu-^ 
nations,  heretics,  papists,  .and  seotaries.*" 
Mr.  Pitt  was  of  the  same  opinion,  when  he 
resisted  several  motions  made  to  repeal 
them  ;  but  Mr.  Butler  exhibits  them,  in 
the  front  of  the  many  severe  penalties 
and  disabilities,  under  which  the  Engiasir 
Roman  Catholics  labour,  and  declaaes 
their  continnaace  to  be  contrary  to  tolera- 
tion. 

The  high  authority  of  Mr.  Pitt  has  na- 
turally been  referred  tn  in  this  debnta, 
particularly  by  a  young  member,  an  ho- 
nourable friend  of  mine,  whom  the  Hooaa 
has  had  the  pleasure  c^  hearing  ibr  the 
first  time.  It  is  perfectly  kno^n  that  this 
great  sutesoan  emeruuned  an  opiBi«a# 
Uvourable  to  the  abolition  of  these  dis- 
tjualifications,  nor  4oes  theie  appear  any 
reason  to  think  that  he  changed  it,.sDb- 
saqueatly  to  the  last  {debate,  in  which  ha 
spoke  open  it:  bfit^be  checks  and  cepti^ 
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lions,  consistently  with  which  he  thought 
U  safe  to  abolish  them,  .were  commooi* 
cated  to  none  of  his  friends,  and  probably 
were  never  so  far  matured,  within  his  own 
mind/  as  to  fit  them  for  communication. 
It  is  possible  that  his  extraordinary  capa- 
city never  found  a  satisfactory  solvtion  for 
the  complicated  difficulties,  which  sur« 
round  this  question;  aod  it  mny  be  no 
disparagement  to  the  right  hon.  mover, 
eminent  as  he  also  is  for  talents,  and  elo- 
quence, not  to  have  formed  a  xiomprehen- 
sive  and  finished  plan,  for  a  work,  of  which 
Mr.  Pitt  was  unable  to  describe  even  the 
outline. 

In  the  few  words,  which  remain  for  me 
to  say,  I  wish  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  that  plan,  if  plan  it  can  be 
atyled,  which  the  right  hon.  mover  has, 
in  his  last  two  or  three  sentences,  <^pened 
to  the  House.  If  I  understood  his  motion, 
it  is  intended  for  the  foundation  of  a  Bill, 
in  which  it  is  proposed  to  ffive,  on  the  one 
hand,  a  sweeping  repeal  of  all  the  disqua- 
lifying statutes,  and  to  receive,  in  return, 
by  way  of  a  compensation,  a  recognition 
of  the  Protestant  succession,  according  to 
the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  also  of  the  Pro- 
testant churches  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  as  by  law  established ;  together 
with  some  regulations  as  to  advowsoos, 
colleges,  and  ecclesiastical  courts;  for 
these  are  all  the  particulars,  as  far  as  I  re- 
collect, which  he  has  either  enumerated  or 
hinted  at.  Now,  with  regard  to  any  thinff 
like  a  re-enactment  of  these  fundamental 
laws,  would  our  constitution,  either  in 
church  or  state,  be  deemed  more  secure 
mfter  such  an  idle  renewal  tlian  be(bre  ? 
Will  it  even  be  expedient  to  suffer  spch 
trifling  with  legislation,  as  to  cast  a  doobt 
upon  the  sufficiency  and  permanent,  ef- 
ficacy of  these  statutes,  by  declm'ing  them 
lusew  to  be  in  force  ?  Are  they  so  nearly 
worn  out  as  to  require  renovp^tion  ? 

The  times  of  Magna  Charta  have  been 
alluded  to :  but  is  it  a  sign  of  steady  and 
uniform  liberty,  or  of  reverting  tyranny  in 
oar  early  annals,  that  Magna  Charta  was , 
•o  firequently  renewed  ?  But  a  perpetual 
duration  is  mtended  to  be  given  by  the 
right  hon.  mover  to  the^e  Uws:  per- 
petual no  human  legislation  can  make 
them ;  but  they  will  endure  long  eapugh, 
if  we  do  not  rashly  meddle  with  them ; 
that  is,  so  long  as  this  kingdom  shall  con* 
tinue  to  enjoy  liberty  and  secnrity  under 
tiiem :  they  need  no  adventitious  props, 
nor  extraneous  support;  let  us  take  care 
that  what  we  bnild  about  them  doot  HOA 
endanger  their /oundation. 


With  regard  to  the  Iviguage  and  ton^ 
of  the  petitioners,  it  has  been  said  that 
giinute  attention  and  critical  acutenesy 
ought  not  to  be  applied  to  4hem;  thai 
they  are  not  to  legislate  for  this  Hons^ 
but  this  House  for  them  ;  and  that  it  be* 
comes  parUi^nenc  to  legislate  upon  a  gr^nd 
scale,  laying  down  such  regulations  as,  t9 
its  own  wisdom,  may  seem  just  find  rea^ 
sonable;  and  leaving  those,  who  fire  a^ 
fected  by  tbem>  to  accept  the  iAt«^9de4 
boon,  or  to  decline  it:  that  it  is  not  « 
matter  of  convention,  faqt  bargain,  for  i| 
neither  becomes  the  legislative  fyaiy  iq 
act  in  that  mode,  nor  is  th^e  imy  otl^er 
contracting  party  with  whom  we  can  form 
such  an  agreement.  To  this  it  may  be 
answered,  that  every  proposition  of  thii 
sort  raust  be  in  the  nature  of  a  contract^ 
whioh,  if  not  accepted,  wpuld  become 
nugatory  ;  that,  if  <ihe  oetitioners  are  ta 
be  believed,  they  are  determined  not  to 
accept  it ;  and  that  an  ^t,  which  pro* 
mises,  at  best,  to  be  only  nugatory,  b|4 
which  carries  »  strong  suspicion  of  bping 
ungracious,  irritating,  and  offensive,  doof 
not  hold  out  any  adequate  inducement 
for  entertaining  this  question,  at  a  mo* 
ment,  when  so  liule  good,  .and  ao  quich 
mischief,  may  result  from  the  agitt^i^  ^ 
it. 

If  there  are  any  members  who  night  be 
induced  to  go  into  the  committee,  or  to 
consent  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  in  the  hope 
that  the  minds  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catho* 
lies  would  be  tranquillized  and  conciliated 
by  auch  a  measure,  I  beg  leave  tp.  repeat 
that  similar  expectations  were  held  out 
last  anmmer,  as  an  argument  for  passing 
the  Besokition,  and  that  thone  ei^pectii* 
tions  have  been  completely  disappointed^  ; 
that  there  is  less  excuse  for  giving  way  to 
any  such  self  delusion  now,  than  in  the 
month  of  June ;  because  those,  in  whose 
favour  it  is  now  proposed  to  make  fUrtber 
relaxations,  have,  most  unequivocally, 
proclaimed  to  the  world  that,  unless  they 
can  have  all»  they  will  receive  nothing 
at  our  hands.  Here,  therefore,  is  one 
great  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  whont 
all  which  is  about  to  be  done  will  not 
satisfy,  nvr  content:  will  a  still  larger 
class  be 'better  pleased  with  it?  Look 
once  more  at  the  mass  and  multitude  of 
the  petitions  upon  your  table,  from  the 
Plrotestanu  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  and. 
judge  whether  a  serious  and  extensive 
alarm  is  not  excited  throughout  the 
united  kingdom !  Can  such  a  dispositioa 
of  fluod,  a^  sack  a  cqnflid  of  contending 
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feecti  contribute  to  unioD  and  strength  ?  or 
is  there  the  slightest  probability  of  at< 
taininff,  by  the  motion  of  this  night,  any 
one  of  those  three  objects  which  the  Reso* 
lotion  of  the  last  parliament  professed  to 
secure  to  us  ? 

I  declare^  with  nnfeinied  concern,  that 
whateTer  has  passed  in  Ireland,  upon  this 
tubject,  from  the  month  of  Jone»  to  the 
present  moment,  so  far  from  forwarding  a 
final  and  conciliatory  adjustment,  appears 
to  me  to  render  it  more  difficult,  and  to 
place  the  period,  at  which  rational  hopes 
can  be  entertained  of  effecting  it,  at  a  stitt 
greater  and  indefinite  distance* 

Mr.  Gratum,  in  explanation.— I  noTor 
used  the  word  ^  foreign  country*  as  ap- 
plied to  England.  I  said  *  another  coun- 
try,' which  I  conceiyed  to  be  a  true  de- 
■cription,  as  they  are  distinct  cotintries, 
mlthough  united  under  one  empire.  As 
to  the  expression  *  partisan-judges/ 1  neyer 
used  it;  thatof'partizan-sherim'Ididuse, 
but  I  did  not  use  it  by  itself,  nor  intending 
to  imply  that  Protestant  sherilfii  were  ne- 
cessarily prejudiced  against  the  Catholics. 
The  way  I  used  the  expression  was,  par- 
tisan sheriflb,  covenanted  against  the  Ca- 
Iholic  claims.  I  did  not  mean  to  cast  an 
imputation  on  all  Protestant  sheriffs,  but 
merely  to  state  the  hardship  of  Catholics 
being  tried  by  juries,  assembled  by  those, 
who  might  be  fairly  called  partizan*she- 
riffs,  covenanted  against  the  Catholics. 
As  for  enacting  any  thing  about  the  Pro- 
tostant  succession  or  the  Protestant  church, 
I  never  proposed  any  such  thing.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  re- 
citing it  in  the  preamble  of  an  act»  and 
j^rofMsing  to  enact  it. 

Mr.  Plunketi  rose  and  said  : 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  am  induced  to  rise, 
III  so  early  a  period  of  the  debate,  for  the 
purpose  of  obviating  the.  mis*statoment 
(certainly  unintentional)  of  the  expres* 
ai<ms  and  sentiments  of  my  riffht  hon. 
friend,  (Mr.  Grattan),  which  has  been 
made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  harlast 
tpoken.  My  right  hon.  friend  has  not 
called  Great  Britain  a  *  forei^  country ;' 
and,  even  if  such  an  expression  had  acci- 
dentally been  used  by  nim,  the  uniform 
tenor  of  his  opinions  and  of  his  langusge, 
in  this  House,  might  have  suggested  to 
the  hon.  member  the  propriety  of  abstain- 
ing from  a  verbal  criticism  upon  it.    My 

right  hon.  firtend  unites^  to  the  enthusiasm  ^ ^^ 

«f  an  Irish  patrioty  the  comprehensive    one  which  cannot  have  any  practical  ap* 
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views  of  a  statesman  and  a  legislator;  and 
his  affection  for  his  native  country,  to 
which  his  life  has  been  devoted,  has  ex- 
panded into  love  of  the  general  weal,  and 
seal  for  the  glory  of  the  empire.    In  every 
sentiment  which  he  has  uttered,  I  most 
cordially  concur.    My  right  hon.  friend 
has  not  been  so  absurd  as  to  propose  to 
re*enact  the  Bill  of  RighU  and  the  Act  of 
Settlement;  but  absurd  and  extravagant 
calumnies  having,  with  no  laudable  in- 
dustry, been  propagated,  as  if  the  present 
motion  were  intended  to  invade  the  church, 
and  to  overturn  the  sUto,  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  placed,  in  the  front  of  bis  Reso- 
lution, a  denial  of  the  calumny. 
,    The  hon.  gentleman  has  said  there  b 
nothing  specific  or  intelligible  in  the  mo- 
tion or  in  the  statement.    The  motion  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  ^  perfectly  distinct,  and 
perfectly  intelligible.     It  proposes  to  re- 
move all  the  civil  disabilities  which  af- 
foct  a  great  portion  of  our  fellow  subjects, 
on  account  of  their  religion ;  oflfering,  at 
the  same  time,  to  accompany  the  measure 
with  every  security  which  may  be  re- 
()uired,  for  the  protection  of  the  Protestant 
interest.    This  seems  not  very  difficult  to 
comprehend ;    but  I  own  I  do  not  find  it 
equally  easy  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  himself.    In   some 
part  of  his  argument  he  relies  on  objec- 
tions which,  if  they    have  any   weight 
against   the   measure  now,  must  always 
operate ;    in  other  paru,  he  insinuates  an 
opinion  that  the  objections  are  only  ac- 
cidental or  temporary.     Why  the  hon. 
member  voted  for  the  measure  in  the  last 
parliament,  and  intends  to  oppose  it  in 
this,  seems  to  require  some  further  expla- 
nation than  he  has  thought  proper  to  a& 
ford.    The  intolerant  declarations  of  Che 
Pope,  which  he  has  referred  to,  were  sufely 
as  strong  an  argument  at  that  time,  as 
they  are  new !  The  hon.  gentleman  seems 
to  have  spoken  with  an  anxiety  to  antici- 
pate what  is  to  be  said  by  a  right  hon. 
friend  of  his,  who  is  hereaflier  to  express 
his  opinions ;   and  he  has  alluded  to  the 
proposal  of  some  plan,  which,  he  fears, 
will  not  be  acceptoble  to  the  petitioners^ 
but  which  he  himself  does  not  approve  of  ;' 
or,  if  he  does,  why  he  cannot  agree  to  the 
going.into  a  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  it,  the  House  are  left  to  con- 
jecture. 

Sir ;  much  has  been  said  of  the  questkNt 
of  right.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very 
unnecessary  metaphysical  discussion,  and 
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plicaikm  in  the  present  instance;  In  the 
aame  sense  in  which  religious  toleration  is 
m  right,  a  doe  share  of  poHttcal  power  is  a 
right ;.  both  must  yield  to  the  paramount 
interests  of  society,  if  such  interests  re- 

2uire  it ;  neither  can  be  justifiably  with- 
M,  unless  their  inconsistency  with  the 
public  interest  is  clearly  established, 
^t  in  the  present  case  the  question  does 
not,  in  any  respect,  'arise ;  for  we  ha^e 
stlready  admitted  the  ftoman  Catholics  to 
Mibstantial  power,  and,  what  we  seek  to 
exclude  them  from,  is  honour.  The  pri- 
Tileges  which  are  withheld  are  impotent, 
as  protections  to  the  state,  but  most  galling 
and  provoking  to  the  party  who  is  ex- 
cluded. No  candid  mind  can  hesitate  to 
admit  that  the  exclusions  must  be  severely 
felt,  as  subjects  of  grievance,  and  of  the 
most  insulting  kind.  That  the  man  of  the 
first  eminence  at  the  bar,  should  be  pre* 
▼eated  from  acting  as  one  oT  his  Majesty's 
counsel,  or  from  sitting  on  the  bench  of 
justice;  that  the  gallant  officer,  who  has 
distinguished  himself  in  the  battles  of  his 
country,  when  his  heart  is  beating  high 
with  the  love  of  honourable  fame,  should 
be  stopped  in  his  career,  and  see  his  com- 

{anions  in  arms  raised  above  him,  to  lead 
is  countrymen  to  victory  and  glory, 
aanst  be  felt  as  wounding  and  humiliating ! 
jn  this  House,  does  it  require  argument  to 
ahew  that  exclusion  from  parliament  must 
be  considered  as  a  privation  and  indignity ! 
What  assembles  us  here?  The  honest 
smibition  of  serving  our  country  ?  The 
pride  of  abiding  by  honourable  engage- 
ments ?  or  motives  perhaps  of  a  less  ele- 
Tated  description  ?  Whatever  they  may 
be,  honourable  and  dignified,  or  other* 
wise,  they  subsist  in  their  minds,  as  much 
as  in  ours ;  and,  though  the  elective  fran- 
chise, which  has  been  granted  to  the 
Irish  Catholic,  gives  him  a  substantial  re- 
presentation, yet  the  exclusion  is  calculated 
Id  operate  as  a  severe  and  humiliating 
disability ;  and  the  more  humiliating,  be- 
cause it  is  a  mark  of  inferiority,  branded 
oa  the  Catholic,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
marking  that  inferiority ! 

The  topic  that  toleration  admits  of  one 
consideration  and  political  power  of  ano- 
ther, has  little  application  to  this  case, 
even  if  it  were  true,  for  here  it  must  be 
contended  that  rank,  and  station,  and  ho- 
nour, are  not  the  proper  appendages  of 
wealth,  and  knowledge,  and  education,  and 
<^  every  thing  which  constitutes  political 
and  moral  strength !  In  every  system  of 
Jhuman  policy  tba  fsw  must  govern  the 


many,  but,  putting  military  force  out  of 
the  case,  their  legitimate  government  must 
arise  from  their  superiority  in  wealth  and 
knowledge ;  if,  therefore,  you  exclude  tha 
wealthy  and  the  educated  from  the  go- 
vernment of  the  state,  you  throw  into  tha 
scale  of  the  many,  the  only  weight  which 
could  have  preserved  the  balance  of  tha 
state  itself.  This  is  universally  true,  bnl 
when  you  reject  the  opulent  and  the  edu* 
cated,  on  account  of  a  condition  which 
they  have,  in  common  with  the  many»  yoa 
add  the  attraction  of  politics  and  party  to 
the  opeifation  of  general  and  moral  causes  | 
and,  if  the  principle  of  exclusion  be  a  re* 
ligious  one,  you  organize,  not  merely  tha 
principles  of  revolution,  but  of  revolutioa 
furious  and  interminable !  Put  the  policy 
of  the  separation  of  political  rank  from 
property  and  education,  in  the  extreme 
case  of  their  total  division,  or  in  any  in- 
termediate degree,  the  conclusion  is  equally 
true,  that  the  attempt  so  to  separate,  esta- 
blishes a  principle,  not  of  government,  but 
of  the  dissolution  of  government !  So  sen- 
sible of  thistruth  were  our  ancestors,  thal» 
when  they  saw,  or  thought  they  saw,  a  ne- 
cessity for  dishonouring  the  ttoman  Ca« 
tholic,  they  adopted,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, the  policy  of  impoverishing  and 
barbarizinff  him:  when  they  degraded 
him,  they  relt  that  their  only  safety  was  to 
steep  him  in  poverty  and  ignorance ;  their 
policy,  good  or  bad,  was  consistent—^tho 
means  had  a  diabolical  fitness  for  their 
end.  Is  it  not  a  perfect  corollary  to  this 
proposition,  is  it  not  the  legitimate  con- 
verse of  this  truth,  (hat  if  you  re-admit 
them  to  wealth  and  to  knowledge,  yoa 
must  restore  them  to  ambition  and  to  ho« 
nour  ?  What  have  we  done  ?  We  have 
trod  back  their  steps :  we  have  rescued 
the  Catholics  from  tne  code,  which  formed 
at  once  their  servitude  and  our  safety,  and 
we  fancy  we  can  continue  the  exclusion* 
from  civil  station,  which  superinduced 
that  code.  Theirs  was  a  necessity,  real  or 
fancied,  but  a  consbtent  system ;  we  pre« 
tend  no  necessity ;  we  have  voluntarily 
abdicated  the  means  of  safety,  and  we 
wilfully  and  uselessly  continue  the  causea 
of  danger.  The  time  to  have  paused  was 
before  we  sheaved,  from  those  sons  of 
earth,  the  mountains,  which  the  wisdon^ 
or  the  terrors  of  our  ancestors  had  heaped 
upon  them ;  but  we  have  raised  them  up 
and  placed  them  erect— are  we  prepared 
to  hurl  them  down  and  bury  them  again  ^ 
Where  is  the  madman  to  propose  it? 
Where  is  tha  idiot  who  imi^n.es  that  they 
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can  teciiain  as  tliey  are  ?  The  state  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  is,  in  thU  respect,  on* 
paratlekd  by  any  thing  in  ancient  or  mo- 
dern history.  They  are  not  slaTes,  as  some 
of  their  absard  advocates  call  them*  but 
fireemen,  possessing  substantially  the  same 
political  rights  with  their  Protestant  bre. 
thren>  and  with  all  the  other  sobfects  of 
the  empire ;  that  is,  possessed  of  all  the 
advantages,  which  can  be  derived  from 
the  beft  4aws,  administered  in  the  best 
tnanner,  of  the  most  free  and  most  highly 
civilized  coentry  in  the  world.  Do  yon 
believe  that  such  a  bod^,  possessed  of 
•ach  a  station,  can  submit  to  contumely 
and  exclusion  ?  th»t  they  will  stand  behind 
your  chair  and  watt  upon  you  at  the  pub- 
lic banquet?  The  less  valuable,  in  sordid 
computation,  the  privilege,  the  more 
toarked  the  insult  in  refusing  it,  and  the 
more  honourable  the  anxiety  for  possess- 
ing it !  Miserable  and  unworthy  wretches 
must  they  be  if  they  ceased  to  aspire  to  it ; 
base  and  dangerous  hypocrites  it  they  dis- 
iembled  their  wishes ;  formidable  instru- 
ihents  of  domestic  or  foreign*  tyranny  if 
they  did  not  entertain  them  !  The  liber- 
tiei  of  England  would  not,  for  half  a  cen- 
tury^  remain  proof  apinst  the  contact  and 
contagion  of  four  millions  of  opulent  «nd 
powerful  subjects  who  disregarded  the 
nonoursof  the  state,  and  felt  utterly  onin- 
kerested  in  the  constitution. 

In  coming  forward,  therefore,  with  thit 
claim  of  honourable  ambitioni  they  at 
once  afford  you  the  best  pledge  of  their 
tincerity,  ana  the  most  satisffictory  evi* 
dence  of  their  title.  They  claim  the  be- 
nefit of  the  ancient  vital  principle  of  the 
constitution,  namely,  that  the  honours  of 
the  state  should  be  open  to  the  talents  and 
to  the  virtues  of  all  its  members.  The 
adversaries  of  the  measure  invert  the  order 
of  all  civilized  society.  They  have  made 
the  Catholics  an  aristocracy,  and  they 
would  treat  them  as  a  mob ;  they  give,  to 
the  lowest  of  the  rabble,  if  he  is  a  Pro- 
testant, what  they  refuse  to  the  head  of  the 
peerage,  if  he  is  a  Catholic.  They  shut 
out  my  lord  Fingal  from  the  state,  and  they 
make  his  footman  a  member  of  it ;  and  this 
strange  confusion  of  all  social  order,  they 
dignify  with  the  name  of  the  British  con- 
stitution ;  and  the  proposal  to  consider 
the  best  and  most  conciliatory  mode  of 
coVrectrOg  it,  they  dry  down  as  a  danger- 
ous and  presumptuous  innovation.' 

Sir,  the  Catholics  propose  no  innova- 
tion. They  ask  for  an  equal  share,  as 
fcllow  sobjlecti,  m  the  coustttution,  at  they 


find  it ;  in  that  constitution,  in  whoae 
original  stamina  they  had  an  undisputed 
right,  before  there  was  a  Reformation  and 
before  there  was  a  Revolution,  and  before 
the  existence  of  the  abuses,  which  induced 
the  necessity  of  either.  They  desire  to 
bear  its  burthens,  to  share  its  dangers,  to 
participate  its  glory,  and  to  abide  its  fate ; 
they  bring,  as  an  offering,  their  hearts  and 
hands,  their  lives  and  fortunes,  but  ther 
desire  also  the  privilege  of  bringing  with 
them  their  consciences,  their  religion,  and 
their  honour,  without  which  they  would 
be  worthless  and  dangerous  associates. 

The  position,  therefore,  to  be  main- 
tained, by  those  who  say  that  the  first 
principles  of  the  constitution  are  in  oppo* 
sition  to  the  claim,  is  rather  a  critical  one. 
They  most  shew  why  it  is  that  a  Roman 
Catholic  may  vote  for  a  member  to  sit  in 
parliament,  and  yet  may  not  himself  be  a 
member  of  it;  why  he  may  be  the  mosi 
powerful  and  wealthy  subject  in  the  realm, 
and  the  greatest  landed  proprietor,  and 
yet  may  not  fill  the  lowest  office,  in  the 
meanest  town  upon  hb  estates ;  why  he 
may  be  the  first  advocate  at  the  bar,  andf 
be  incapable  of  acting  as  one  of  the  coon- 
sel  of  his  sovereign;  why  he  may  be 
elector,  military  officer,  grand  juror,  cor* 
porator,  magistrate,  in  Ireland,  where  the 
danger,  if  any,  is  immense,  and  why  none 
of  them  in  England,  where  the  causes  of 
apprehension  are  comparatively  trifling, 
and  insignificant.  Besides  all  this,  argu- 
ing, as  they  do,  that  their  religion  neces- 
sarily includes  hostility  to  the  state,  on 
the  very  points  which,  by  the  oaths  which 
they  have  taken,  are  solemnly  disavowed, 
they  must  shew  the  safety  of  harbouring, 
in  the  bosom  of  the  state,  and  admitting 
to  its  essential  and  substantial  benefits,  a 
body  of  men  whose  only  title  to  admis- 
sion has  been  perjury  ;  that  is,  a  body  of 
men,  who,  in  addition  to  religious  opi- 
nions inconsistent  with  our  particular 
constitution,  have  violated  the  solemn 
obligations,  which  bind  man  to  man,  and 
therefore  are  unworthy  of  being  admiued 
into  any  society,  in  which  the  sacred 
principles  of  social  intercourse  are  re- 
spected. Sir,  if  these  things  are  so,  ther 
petitions  of  the  public  should  be,  not  to  be 
protected  against  the  dangers  which  are 
to  come,  but  to  be  rescued  from  thoee, 
which  have  already  been  incurred  !  nay* 
more,  if  oaths  are  not  regarded,  we  should 
not  rely  on  the  vain  securities,  which  our 
ancestors  have  resorted  to,  and  which  con* 
tfistofoathify  and  only  of  oaths  ^  bol  ire 
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ihodld  deriM  fomt  n^w  meuif  of  proviBf 
th<|ir  religion,  by  the  tet timony  of  oiheri, 
wi  chainiog  them  dofni  (o  ifc»  withoql  tbo 
IpoAsibiiity  ^  diaowniag  or  e^icAping  from 
n.  But  U%  oi  ox^miBe^  foioewbat  more 
luaqnn^ely,  theao  sapposed  principles  of 
publip  policy*  vf  bicb  oppose  an  iosuper*' 
ab)^  bftr  to  tbo  adiBiasiop  of  tho  {Umao 
Catholic  They  joio  i^suo  on  this  poiQt: 
^({b|f  ^  ooDoe^iioa  i>  incoBsistent  with 


^  \fi9p  principltrs  of  the  oonatitutioa,  tho  '  eal  relation,   I  speak  not  of  the  capricioua 


aar<Hy  of  the  established  cborch*  and  of 
Ihe  ProtoAtaat.  throne,  they  admit  that 
Ibey  gjre  eotitied  to  noibia^ ;  $o  far  as  it 
if  not  iacoDsisteat,  tbey  cUim  to  be  enti- 
tled to  every  things  iJet  it  be  shewn  that 
4^080  grea^  ibnndations  of  oor  liberties 
^:^A  of  our  civil  aad  ecclesiastical  polity 
'  ve  their  enemies^  and  they  most  yield  in 
ailence*  Tbey  mest  receiTe  it  as  the 
doom  of  fata;  il  most  be  aubmitted  to,  «a 
pan  of  the  myBterious  aystiem  of  Providr 
^Ase  which,  whilst  it  has  embarked  us  in 
^M  9mM  struggle.  Cor  the  preservation  of 
ij^  choicfat  Ueseings,  has  ordained  that, 
in  this  struggle,  we  may  not  unite  the 
bearia  and  slbctions  of  oar  people.  We 
most  cherish  the  hope  that  the  same  in* 
Qompreheoftible.  wisdom  which  at  onee 
knpek  as  to  this  mighty  coatest  and 
£orbids  os  to  use  the  means  of  success, 
ifiay  WiODk  oa4  oar  safety  by  methods  ef 
lie  C!wa*  If  it  can  be  made  appear  that 
%bfi  ]i^Mrio«a  interests,  of  our  country 
fHQQMBCo,  fiom  necessity,  this  heavy  and 
imwugrf^te  sentence,  upon  millions  of  its 
a«t^ie€ti(,  I  trost  that  they  will  learn  sab^ 
miseioD,  and  not  embittev  their  hopelew 
exclniion,  by  the  miseries  of  diicomeat 
%nd  oi  disorder;  but,  before  they  bow 
^own  to  tbia  eternal  interdict,  before  they 
latlrti  from  the  thresbbld  of  the  c^nstitos 
^ion«  to  the.  gloom  of  hopelesa  and  nevet 
ending  exohisioB,  I  appeal  to  every  candid 
mad,  are  they  not  entitled  to  have  il 

{roved  by  arguments,  clear  as  the  liffbt  of 
icnven,  that  this  necessity  exists  ?  I  now 
chajkoge  the  investigation  of  those  sup* 
jpHMod  maxims,  atop  b^  step^'  and  inch  by 
iDch ;  let  it  be  stated  in  some  clear  intel- 
ligible, form,  what, is  this  ftmdameatal 
pfop  of  the  constitution;  what  is  this 
ovevv^elniBg  ruin,  which  is  to  tumble 
apoo  m^  hy  its  removaL  Let  us  meet 
and  eleae  npon  tbia  argument ;  but  beware 
of  the  attempt  to  outlaw  the  Irish  people 
hf  an  avtifictal  and  interested  clamour  ? 
Let  not  those,  who  have  enoouraged  the 
leieh  people  to  e^ect  redresi^  now  a&ct 
%a  bo  hmmd  by  tbia  speU  of  their  own 
(VOL.  XXiV.) 


raiaiftg  f  this  wpuU  be  to  palter  with  theic 
own  cpQiBciences  and  the  public  safety, 
and  can  en^il  no  consequences,  other 
than  ealaqiity  and  disgrace. 

The  only  obstacles  which  appear  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  Bom^n  Catholics^ 
axe  thfi  Oath  of  Supremacy  and  the  Do* 
eleration  against  Transubstantiation.  The 
former  of  these  in  its  original  enactment 
and  application  bad  a  very  limited  politi- 


fury  of  Henry  8,  which  made  it  treason  to 
refuse  the  oath.  He  considered  himself, 
under  God,  the  supreme  bead  of  tho 
churchy  in  ail  things  spiritual  aqd  tempo-^ 
ral;  and  bouad  the  subject  to  submit  to 
all  his  ordioaaces  made,  and  to  be  made, 
under  the  penalty  of  death.  But  the  ap*' 
plioation  of  the  oath  as  it  was  modiEed  by 
Elisabeth,  had  chiefly  (and  with  the  ex*^ 
^option  of  offices  immediately  derived 
from  the  crown,  or  concerning  the  admi* 
nistration  of  jjasUce)  a  religious,  and  not  a 
poUtical,  ^>plioation ;  subject  to  these  ez^ 
ceptioas,  it  professed  not  to  controul  the 
private  opinion,  nor  to  make  it  a  ground 
of  fo^filuaion ;  but  it  subjected  the  public 
profession,  or  qoh-conformity,  to  penalty; 
and,  accordingly,  Roman  Catholics  were 
admiaw^le  to  parliament  and  to  corporate 
office^  for  mo^re  than  one  hundred  yeart 
after  t)^  introduction  of  the  Oath  of  So^ 
premacy.  Then  came  the  laws  of  Charlee 
2,  which,  for  the  first  time,  superinduced 
general  eaclusion  from  office,  as  a  political 
consequence  of  the  religious  opinion. 

Here,  then,  vrere  belore  us,  two  princi* 
pies,  tha  first,  that  of  the  Reformatioi^ 
which  proscribed  the  religion^  the  second^ 
that  of  Charlet  2,  which  presumed  th^ 
certain  unconstitutional  tenets  must  bo 
held  by  those  wh<H)ro(e8sed  that  religion^ 
and  therefore  made  civil  incapacity  the 
consequence  of  tie  religious  belief.  Here 
were  two  principlea  perfectly  distinct,  but 
perfectly  coDsistent-HM)w  what  have  we 
done  }  We  have,  in  fact,  abrogated  the 
principles  ef  the  BeforaMtion,for  we  have 
repealed  the  lawa  against  recusancy,  and 
legalised  the  religioo;  having  done  this, 
it  was  a  neeeseary  consequence  to  say 
that  we  cottld  not  iaier,  from  a  religbos 
t^t  which  wa  legaliaed,  a  political  opl* 
nion  incDDsiatent  with  the  safety  of  the 
state ;  otherwise  ivo  should  have  been  uu* 
jaatifiahle  in  legalizing  it;  we  therefore 
substituted,  instead  of  the  renunciation  of 
the  religious  doctrine,  from  which  the  po^ 
liticatopimeo  had  been  formerly  inferred^ 
a  direct  denial,  upoa  oathi  of  the  poUtifial 

(SF) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


803]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,       Mr.  GtmuoCm  MoHmfor  a  CmmUiee       [80f 


opinion  itself.  If  then  the  Roman  Cittbolio 
may  lawfully  exercise  the  religion,  and  if 
he  will  take  the  political  oath,  how  can  we 
consistently  make  the  objection,  either  in 
a  religious  or  political  point  of  view,  to  his 
being  admitted  to  the  remaining  privileges 
of  citizenship  ?  If  there  is  any  thing  in- 
consistent with  the  true  principles  of  oar 
religion,  in  permitting  the  Catholic  to  en- 
joy civil  offices,  the  authors  of  the  Refor- 
mation were  deeply  criminal  in  permitting 
him  to  ^njoy  %hem,  while  they  denounced 
his  religion ;  and  we  have  been  doubly 
traitors,  to  our  religion  and  to  our  consti- 
tution, in  sanctioning,  by  law,  the  free 
exercise  of  ^hat  religion  ;  throwing  away 
the  religious  test  and  substituting  the  poli- 
tical one  in  the  place  of  it.  If  the  political 
oath,  either  from  its  supposed  insincerity, 
or  from  any  other  cause,  is  an  insufficient 
substitute  for  the  religious  abjuration, 
how  can  we  be  justifiable  in  allowing  it  to 
give  the  Catholic  admission  to  the  high 
constitutional  privileges  which  he  now  en- 
joys ?  If  it  is  a  sufficient  substitute,  we  pre- 
varicate with  our  own  consciences,  in  re- 
fusing him  admission,  on  the  strength  of 
it,  to  the  remaining  privileges  which  he 
requires — in  direct  violation  of  the  policy 
which  substituted  the  political  oath  for 
the  religious  declaration,  we  now  say 
that  we  require  his  declaration  that  he 
does  not  hold  the  religious  doctrine 
which  implies  the  political.  But  he  is 
ready  to  swear  that  be  does  not  hold  the* 
political  doctrine,  and  still  you  prefer  his 
declaration  that  he  does  not  hold  the 
opinion,  which  furnishes  the  presumption, 
to  his  oath  that  he  does  not  hold  the  opi- 
nion, which  is  the  thing  presumed.  Is  not 
this  a  perfect  proof  that  the  political  ap- 
prehension is  apretexti  and  that  it  is  bi- 
gotry, or  something  worse,  which  is  the 
motive  ?  Is  not  this  also  a  full  attestation 
of  your  perfect  reliance  on  the  honour  and 
sincerity  of  the  Catholic,  as  well  as  of 
your  own  intolerance  ?  You  will  accept 
bis  vjrord,  as  a  proof  that  he  has  abjured 
his  religious  tenets,  but  you  will  not  re- 
ceive his  oath  as  long  as  he  abides  by 
them.  Is  it  he  that  is  insincere  in  his  oath  ? 
Then  why  trust  his  declaration  ?  Has  the 
oath  a  negative  power  ?  It  is  not  merely 
that  his  oath  is  not  binding,  but,  that 
which  shall  be  full  evidence,  if  he  merely 
asserts  it  by  implication,  shall  become  ut* 
terly  incredible  if  he  swears  to  it  directly* 
Why  this  is  worse  than  transubstantiation ; 
It  is  as  gross  a  rebellion  against  the  evi- 
denca  of  demoDstrattwi»  as  the  other  is 


^:ainst  the  testimony  of  sense.  Agftin-^-* 
the  Oath' of  Suprematcy  extends  to  a  re- 
nunciation, as  well  of  the  spiritual,  as  of 
the  temporal,  authority  of  the  Fope ;  and 
its  object  appears  to  have  l>een  two-fold  ; 
first,  to  exclude  .  the  interference  of  the 
Pope,  in  the  temporal  concerns  of  the 
realm ;  and,  secondly,  to  secure  the  Pro- 
testant hierarchy,  against  the  claims  of 
the  sect  which  had  been  evicted :  as  to 
the  first,  the  Roman  Catholic  tenders  an 
oath,  utterly  denying  the  Pope's  right  to 
exercise  any  kind  of  temporal  jnrisdictton 
in  these  kingdoms;  as  to  the  second,  he 
tenders  an  oath,  abjuring  all  interference 
with  the  Protestant  establishment  and  hie- 
rarchy. What  then  remains  in  difference  I 
The  right  of  the  Pope  with  respect  to  their 
clergy  ;  now  to  this,  the  Oath  of  Siipre* 
macy  never  had  any  reference,  nor  eoold 
have  had  :  their  clergy  were  not  rec<»g- 
nized,  as  having  any  legal  existence,  when 
the  Oath  of  Supremacy  was  enacted,  nor 
as  the  subjeet  of  any  other  regulaiionj 
than. that- of  heavy  punishment  if  they 
were  discovered ;  this  part  of  the  oath 
merely  looks  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Protestant  hierarchy,  and  all  this  is  effec- 
tually provided  for  by  the  oath  which  is 
profiered.  If  the  Catholic  swears  that  he 
will  not  disturb  or  question  the  establish- 
ment, it  would  seem  to  concern  us  Tery 
little  whether  he  admires  or  approves  it, 
or  what  may  be  bis  abstract  opinion  of  its 
fitness.  We  have  already  the  efleetof 
the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  so  far  as  it  coo- 
cerns  practical  and  conscientious  submis- 
sion, now  and  at  all  times,  and  it  is  per- 
fectly childish  to  say  that  we  will  not  ac- 
cept their  present  acquiescence,  and  their 
oath  that  they  will  continue  to  acqoieeoe, 
unless  they  also  swear  that  they  ought,  as 
matter  of  abstract  right,  to  do  so  ;  that  iss, 
they  must  not  only  submit  to  our  title,  but 
swear  to  our  argument.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say,  that  the  mode  of  appointing  tbeir 
clergy  and  the  Pope's  interferenc'e  with 
respect  to  it,  is  not  a  very  important  topic, 
and  one  which  we  are  well  warranted  in 
looking  to  and  regulating;  but  what  I 
rely  on  is  that  it  is  a  new  eubject^  resting 
on  its  own  merits,  and  calling  for  and  re- 
quiring a  conciliatory  adjustment,  bat,  in 
no  respect,  involving  any  thing,  which  a^ 
fecu  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Reformation. 

As  to  the  Corporation-  Act,  every  per* 
son,  acquainted  with  iu  history,  knows 
that  it  was  introduced,  not  with  an  aspect 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  but  to  sectarien 
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ef  a  very  di^ent  description,  who  had  got 
into  the  corporations  during  the  govern* 
nent  of  Cromwell,  who  were  supposed  to 
be  disaffected  to  the  politics  of  the  court. 
Part  of  the  oath,  as  it  was  originally 
Earned,  was  that  it  was  aniawful,  under 
any  prrtehce,  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
king,  or  those  commissioned  by  him ;  and 
the  amendment,  which  sought  to  qualify 
it  by  adding  the  word  «  lawfully,'  before 
Commissioned,  was  thrown  out.  One  of 
the  first  acts  of  William  and  Mary  was 
to  repeal  this  scandalous  and  slavish  enact- 
aaent,  which  was  at  direct  Tariance  with 
Uie  first  principles  of  the  Rerolution ;  and 
yet  we  are  told,  in  patriotic  petitions,  from 
loyal  Protectant  bodies,  that  this  Corpora- 
tion Act  was  one  of  the  great  bulwarks  of 
tlie  Revolution.  This  mutilated  fragment, 
one  half  of  which  was  lopped  off  by  the 
Revoibtion^  is  one  of  its  pillars,  and  the 
Test  Act  is  the  other.  Its  history  is 
known  to  every  body—it  was  the  child  of 
my  lord  Shaftesbury,  who,  on  the  score  of 
religion,  possessed  a  most  philosophical 
composure,  but  had  a  very  pious  horror 
of  the  court,  and  levelled  this  act  per- 
sonally against  the  duke  of  York ;  and, 
as  the  Corporation  Act  was  the  first  offer- 
iDg  of  overflowing  servility,  brought  in  on 
tbe  full  tide  of  the  Restoration,  so  was  the 
Test  Act  the  result  of  deep  and  bitter  re- 
pentance, subsiding  at  its  ebb ;  and  yet 
these  conflicting,  partial,  and  temporary 
Iregulations,  are  dwelt  on,  as  if  they  form- 
ed part  of  that  great  event,  which  we  all 
consider  as  the  foundation  of  our  liberties. 
But  1  beg  to  ask,  has  the  charter  of  our 
liberties  become  obsolete?  If  not,  why 
arci  those  mighty  instruments  hung  up 
like  rusty  armour  ?— Does  not  every  man 
know  that  they  are  endured  only  because 
they  are  not  exercised  ?  And  that  they 
are  never  mentioned,  by  any  constitutional 
writer,  without  pleading  their  inactivity 
as  the  only  apology  for  their  existence ! 
The  taste  and  sense  of  the  public  is,  in 
^this  respect,  a  reproach  to  the  tardy  libe- 
rality of  the  legislature. 

Sir,  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke) 
to  whom  I  wish  to  allude  with  every  possi- 
ble degree  of  public  and  private  respect, 
bas  desired  that  the  Bill  of  Rights  should 
be  referred  to :  give  me  leave  to  ask,  do 
you  find  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  the  principle 
of  exclusion  of  Roman  Catholics  firom  the 
legislature  or  from  the  state?  It  is  re- 
quired, so  doubt,  bv  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
that  the  new  oath  of  supremacy,  thereby 
:^Mibstit«ted  for  the  former  one,  should  be 


taken  by  all  who  were  bound  to  take  the 
former  one,  but  this  is  not  introduced  as 
one  of  the  grievances  redressed,  or  rights 
declared,  but  is  merely  incidentally  men- 
tiooed,  in  consequence  of  the  substitution 
of  the  one  oath  for  the  other ;  and  the 
declaration  Against  Popery  is  in  no  respect 
adverted  to ;  but  one  fact,  most  decisive 
and  important,  on  this  point,  is  this,  that 
when  this  act  was  passed,  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  were  not,  by  any  law, 
or  usage,  excluded  from  parliament  or 
from  civil  or  military  offices.  The  arti« 
cles  of  Limerick  (3d  Oct.  1691),  stipulat- 
ed for  all  such  privileges,  in  the  exercise 
of  religion,  as  were  enjoyed  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  2,  and  as  were  consistent  with 
the  laws  of  Ireland.  They  required  the 
oath  of  allegiance/  as  created  in  the  first 
year  of  William  and  Mary ;  and  the  oath 
to  be  administered  to  the  Roman  Catho* 
lies,  submitting  to  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, was  to  1^  that  oath  andf  no  other ; 
and  it  was  further  stipulated  that,  so  soon 
as  their  afiairs  would  permit  them  to  sum- 
mon a  parliament,  their  majesties  would 
endeavour  to  procure  them  such  further 
securities  as  might  preserve  them  from 
any  disturbance,  on  account  of  their  reli- 
gion. At  this  time,  Roman  Catholics^ 
were  not  excluded  from .  parliament  in 
Ireland,  nor  were  there  any  test  or  corpo* 
ration  laws  in  force  against  them.  On  the 
faith  of  these  articles,  all  of  which  were 
punctually  performed  on  their  part,  they 
sikrrendered  the  town,  and  left  king  Wil- 
liam at  liberty  to  apply  his  arms  to  the 
great  cause  in  which  he  was  sustaining 
the  liberties  of  Europe.  The  stipulation, 
on  the  part  of  government,  was  to 
protect  them  against  any  additional  oaths, 
and  to  endeavour  to  procure  for  them  ad- 
ditional securities.  What  was  done?  The 
act  of  the  third  of  William  and  Mary  was 
passed,  giving  them  no  additional  securi- 
ties, but  excluding  them,  for  the  first 
time,  from  parliament  and  fi'om  offices 
civil  and  military,  and  from  the  bar,  unless 
they  subscribed  the  Declaration  against 
Popery,  and  swore  the  Oath  of  Supremacy. 
The  stipulation,  in  the  articles,  had  been, 
not  for  those  in  garrison,  but  that  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Ireland  should  enjoy 
their  privileges^;  for  the  garrison,  they 
had  stipulated  for  liberty  to  serve  abroad* 
and  to  be  conveyed  accordingly.  These 
victims  of  mistaken  loyalty,  when  they 
were  about  to  leave  their  native  land,  and 
with  the  characteristic  generosity  and  im- 
4provide&ce  of  their  coimtry,  to  commit 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


t07j    HOUSE  OF  OOMliONS,       Mr.  Gtmrnfi  MMmfUr  ^  OmmUee       [jm 

Uk^msflTef^  wkh  the  fortoBct  of  a  banish- 
ed BMmarch,  sttpolated,  not  for  tbentolTOty 
but  for  the  country  they  were  about  to 
leave  for  ever,  and  the  parlUUneiity  by  a 
cruel  nockery,  enacted*  not  for  tbe  cena. 
try«  but  for  them,  that  they  sb^ald  not 
lose  the  privileges  of-^^hat?  Of  being 
barristers  at  law,  clerks  in  chancery,  9k* 
torneys,  practitioners  of  law  and  pbysios, 
but  that  they  might  freely  use  tbe  same  ! 

Why»  Sir,  do  I  mention  these  hislofical 
facts  \  Not  for  tbe  purpose  of  rakhtf  up. 
the  embers  of  ancient  animosities,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  that,  in  restoring 
the  privileges  of  the  Catholics,  we  are 
performing  an  act  of  justice,  and  TiBdicat«» 
lAg  tbe  Revolution  from  the  stain  of  this 
act  of  perfidy  ;-«4Den  who  have  fbrgatten 
every  circumstance  of  that  great  ev^t, 
which  connects  it  with  the  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  freedom,  afieot  to  call  this 
breach  of  faith  and  honour,  one  of  the  sa- 
cred  principles  of  our  constitution^  It  is 
a  miserable  perrersioo  of  oaderslanding, 
which  can  forget  every  thing  sacred  and 
animating,  in  that  glorious  struggle,  which 
ean  fling  away,  as  dross,  the  precious  at* 
testation,  which  it  bears  to  the  just  rights 
of  the  people,  which  would  bury  in  etof* 
BaL  oblivion,  tbe  awful  lessen  whtch  it  has 
taught  to  their  rulers,  but  oonsecrates  and 
embalms  this  single  ad  of  injustice,  wbieb 
disgraces  ii. 

5tr,  I  am  satisfied  that  tbe  vllaetrsoua 
persons,  who  perfected  the  Revolutiow, 
were  not  aware  of  the  injustice  dbne  to 
Irelaad ;  in  the  crowded  events  ci  tba« 
-day,  the  stipubtiena  might  not  have  been 
fully  known,  and  there  have  been,  at  aU 
times,  a  set  of  davea  ready  in  this  eoun* 
try,  to  deljEime  and  to  defrand  tlieir  native 
land,  ^o  trafiie  on  tbe  calamities  of  their 
eountrymen*  I  will  go  finrtber  and  sup- 
pose thai  the.  severe  necessity  of  the  times 
may  have  mndis  it  inpomible  to  avoid  an 
act  of  iujnsticey-^-but  I  wilt  mt  tbereCsve 
confound  the  deviation  with  tbe  rule ;  I 
eannot  trample  on  tbe  principle  and  wor- 
ship tbe  excepsionc— It  might  as  welt  be 
said  tbal^  to  restero  the  Danish  fleet  weeM 
be  a  tiokmion  of  tbe  lawr  of  nature  and  of 
nation^  becanse  a  dcplecable  necessity 
bed  compelled  oa  to  i^iolnte  these  laws  by 
seiaing  it.  I  have,  perhaps,  dwelt  too 
bng  on  this  pact  ef  tk^  subject,  but'I  fels 
anxious  to  meet  the  cry  of  this  greae 
chorter  of  our  ffeedom  being  at>  vartanoe 
with  tbe  rights  ef  tbe  people.  The  great 
men  of  that  dajr  bad  deeply  studied  tkif 
laws  and  constitnSiQn  ef  tbeiit ^ 


with  ardent  feeling  and  sublime 
tions,  they  made  no  mmeoessary 
on  any  aneieni  nsa|e;  ne 
creacbnieDt  oo  any  rigbts  of  people  er  ef 
king;  net  like  our  modern  improTesi, 
wbo  bold  fsr  nothing  tbe  vHsdom  wbieb 
bas  gone  be(ere  ihera,  aad  set'  up  tbcv 
own  crede  cenceptioos»' with  an  ntter  con* 
tempt  for  all  tbe  sacred  lore  of  tbeir  as* 
castors.  They  committed  no  rode  edt^ 
rage  oo  those  who  bad  gone  before  tbeus ; 
tbey  entailed  no  odious  bowda^  on  iboek 
wbe  were  to  sneceed  thenn^witb  tbe  nw 
deety  and  simplicity  which  cbaracterbm 
grea't  minds,  they  declared  tbe  essential 
rigbts  of  tbe  constitution.  Tbey  saw  tint 
tl^  system  of  the  reformation  would  be 
incomplete,  unless  tbe  king,  wbe  was  tbe 
temporal  bead  of  the  church,  sbouHl  be  i* 
communion  with  that  church  y  ihtj  ibcrei 
fore  enacted  that  he  should  bold  Ins  erewn 
only  while  he  adhered  to  his  retigien» 
Tbey  declared  tbe  throne  unalterably 
Protesttat*— tbey  decbued  the  religion  of 
the  state  unalterably  Protestant;  aapd, 
having  thus  laid  the  firm  foundatlen  of 
ciril  and  rebgioes  freedom,  tbey  M  all 
other  considerations  open  to  tbe  progresi 
of  time  and  to  the  wiedom  of  poilerity. 

Tbat  time  has  come,  and  that  pealeri^ 
is  now  called  upon  to  decide-^-'we  are  flgbai' 
ing  tbe  ssme  battle,  in  which  tbe  iUos^^ 
trious  deliverer  of  these  countriee  waa 
engagecU- iwe  are  defoariing  tbe  Mbeitlw 
of  Europe  and  of  tbe  world,  a«ainsS  fto 
same  unchaneeable  and  insalifJile  amlbC^ 
tien  which  tnen  assailed  tbem^^we  ar# 
engaged  witb  an  enemy,  for  move  fotmida^ 
ble  than  Louis  tbe  I4th,\vhetbef  we  een» 
sider  tbe  vastness  of  bia  plans,  tbe  c<tosasn« 
mateness  of  his  skill,  bis  ezbaostlese  re* 
semrces,  or  his  remorseless  applicatiM  tfl 
them— bet  if  our  dangers  are  aggrswaiied^ 
Qwr  flseans  ef«  safotr  are  increased.  WH* 
liasn  tbe  Srd  was  obliged  to  watch  wttb  a 
jeabras  eye,  tbe  movements  of  one  helf  of 
bis  subjects,  whilst  he  employed  tbeenar* 
giea  of  tbe  eiker.  We  bate  is  te  em^ 
power  to  unite  them  all,  by  one  great  mf 
of  ataden^r  justice.  If  we  do  notwaniMty 
ami  obstinntely  fling  away  she  OMans^- 
wbich  Qod^s  providence  hastplaeed  WftMn* 
ovr  grasp,  we  may  bring  the  Onefgierol 
all'  our  people,  with  one -band  and  beail^ 
tm  stri4oe  against  the  cenwson*etieiify. 

Sir^  there  is  a  kind  of  circular  renw$nmg 
wbich  stems,  atsome  msMlc  meetings,  m 
pass  for  full  proeH  They  say  that  tttif 
measmw  iofades  tbe  censttHitinnv*  betsMiP 
isendapgera-ttie  ehofsob;  aiidtbayiajrif 
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MAwg«tii  t^  ehoreli,  b^^sattte  ft  InvUdi^ 
Um  ooiiititlilioii.  Sir^  it  h  Itdt  feo^gbt  to 
i^d  the  chureti  esublkhmctit-^o  tikh 
ftirtj  its  pcmtukoAB,  to  degrade  its  trnik, 
tfOf  to  touch  its  emoliiiDefits.  ltd  doclrib^ 
Md  ki  dncipline  are  not  ittteHered  witb. 
TlUa  ts  DO  attempt  to  hiclade  the  Catholic 
tirlthiti  the  pale  of  the  Protestant  Charcb^ 
iMM-ttagifO  bini  Btkj  share  id  Its  eMablisb- 
meiit  What  is  fneant  by  the  cry  ?  Is  it 
that  the  measare  ^ill  be  tmknediately  hi- 
jarioas  to  the  chorch.  Or  that  it  #ill  eti- 
danger  the  charch,  by  enabling  th^  Ca- 
tholka  hereafter  to  ofertam  it?  In  the 
first  point  of  view  the;  ohiy  imdiediate  ef- 
ftct  it  has,  is  to  open  the  honors  of  the  state, 
ta  all  other  descriptiobs  of  sabjects,  as  well 
aa  to  (hose  who  profess  the  Established  re- 
ligioa :  is  it  meant  to  be  argued  that  the 
Ptotestant  religion  will  be  deserted,  onless 
a  temporal  bonns  is  held  out  to  those  who 
adhere  to  it  ?«-do  they  mean  to  recruit  for 
the  estabKshm^ttt,  by  a  bounty  from  the 
ataie  ?  The  supposition  is  too  abhorrent 
frein  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  and  too  de- 
gratfhig  to  the  dignity  of  the  church.— 
Then  as  to  danger-*-»ibe  overthrow  of  the 
Protestant  establi«fament^b.hoW  is  this  to 
be  efl^ted  ?  in  parliament  or  oOt  Of  par- 
IHmient  ?  by  forco  or  by  legislation  ?  If 
by  fbrce,  how  does  the  removal  of  civil  dis- 
abilKras  enable  them  ?  does  it  not  make 
it  math  more  unlikely  that  they  should 
lAak^the  attempt?  and,  if  they  should 
make  it,  wiH  not  the  removal  of  (he  real 
grievaiice  deprive  them  of  the  co-epera- 
tton  of  Che  moderate  and  of  the  honest  ? 
1^  the  latter,  is  it  really  apprehendcfd  that 
the  ttvmber  of  members  l^t  in,  woold  be 
ifrong  enough  to  over-rule  th^  Protestants, 
md force  a  law  to  pulldown  the'establisb- 
iftent  ?  Would  you  bavei  the  returns  much 
ihote  favourable  to  the  Catholics  than 
they  are  at  present  ?  If  the  entire  100 
Irish  members  were  to  be  Catholics,  could 
Mth  a  measure,  in  the  range  of  human 
fiDSiibiffty,  be  successftil,  or  Could  it 
ae¥loualy  enter  into  thef  contemptatfon  of 
sWy  iMnin  his  ienMs  T  Thi^  apprehension, 
Wnefr  it  undergoes  the  teM  of  close  examf- 
iiation,  is  perfectly  chimerical :  these  are 
ilMf  the  firuiu  Of  the  Wftoles^ma  caution  of 
aMe^en,  but  the  re^eri^  of  disordered 
IfMsi^  Bbt  ff  you  neject  this*  itie^ore 
MW,  itttd  potftpooe  it  to  times  of  dffBcuUy 
Md  danger,  wiH  the  interMs  of  tha  Pro- 
ttMtft  church  be  better  guarded  ?  Grant 
If  now,  and  you  grant  it  aif  a  miiitf  6t 
gftx:e,  to  which  youmsty  afnnast  €teff  Mf 
tttd  rtiaimnable  condition  ;  but  if  yoA  flad' 


it  ifec*«Mry  to  i^eiort  to  it  in  «bhie  hbtir 
of  dismay  and  adversity,  When  the  stOi'm 
ia  bloi^ihg  and  tb^  puwc  institutions  at'e 
rOckihg  and  tdppling,  wiU  the  esiablish- 
nhent  l^  perfectly  secure  ?  Again,  if  yoa 
grant  it  now,  ybu  give  it  to  a  class,  aa 
much  inferior  in  property,  HA  they  arashpe* 
rior  in  numbei^.  Now  it  is  t  truth,  as  cer-i 
tain  aa  any  in  political  ecdnomy,  that^  at  no 
very  distant  period,  the  Wealth  of  the  coun« 
try  inti^  becoma  diffused,  pretty  nearly  ia 
propohion  to  iu  relative  population;  wilt 
the  Protestants  of  Irdand  thank  yon  for  de-< 
fearing  the  adjustment  6f  this  question 
until  it  fehall  be  demanded  by  pdople,  hav^ 
ing  aft  great  an  ifscendidcy  in  wealth  as  iii 
populition  ?  Sir,  these  are  serious  practical 
considerations,  and  the  clergy  of  this 
copntry  would  do  well  to  weigh  them  and 
to  reflect  upon  tbeMi.  These  arequestions« 
much  more  of  policy  than  of  religion,  and 
it  is  not  without  deep  regret  that  I  see 
any  portion  of  that  rei^ecuble  body  in- 
terpose themselves  between  the  wisdom  of 
the  legislature  and  the  temporal  interests 
of  the  subject,  with  such  a  tone  and  such  a 
manner  as  some  of  them  have  assumed  on 
this  occasion.  If  the  interests  of  religion 
or  the  rights  of  their  order  are  at  stake, 
tb6y  ara  entitled  to  come  forward  as  a 
body— even  if  the  matter  ih  merely  poli- 
tical, they  are  entitled  to  come  forward  as 
individuals ;  but,  that  any  of  them  should 
adopt  the  pi^esent  tone  of  unqualified  re- 
monstrancie,  because  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
land propose  to  <^onsidei^  the  political 
claims  of  thefr  fellow  christians  and  fellow 
subjects,  with  a  view  to  a  final  and  amicable 
adjustment,  does  hot  seem  calculated  to 
adfvance  the  real  interests  of  religion. 

Sir,  religion  is  degraded  whed  it  is 
brandi^ed  as  a*  political  weapon,  and 
ther6  IS  no  niedium  in  thf;  use  of  it :  either 
it  \i  justified  by  holy  zeal  and  ferrena 
piety,  of  the  Appear  to  u  becomes  liable 
to  the  most  suspicious  imputation.  Sir,  I 
consider  the  safety  of  the  sitfte  as  esisentlalty 
interwoven  with  tfte  integrity  of  the  esta- 
blishment The  established  religion  is  the 
child  of  fi^dom.  'the  Refbrmafion  grew 
out  of  Che  free  spirit  of  bold  investigation : 
in  its  turn  it  repaid  the  obligation,  with 
mofethan  filial  grUtifucfe,  and  contributed/ 
With  all  its  force,  to  raise  the  fabric  of  our 
liberties.  Our  civH  and  religious  Hberties 
Would  eich  of  thifm  lose  much  of  their 
sifCinrity,  if  tfiey  were  not  so  deeply  in- 
danted'^eftcli  wim  the  oCher.  The  church 
neM  dot  to  be  apprehensive,  ti  is  a  plant 
<rf^t&egrbWth<^3tiO^  years;  iChaistrtick 
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its  roots  into  the  centre  of  the  state,  and 
nothing,  short  of  a  political  earthijuake, 
can  overturn  it:  while  the  state  is  safe  it 
must  be  so ;  but  let  it  not  be  forgotten 
that,  if  the  state  is  endangered,  it  cannot 
be  secure.  The  church  is  protected  by 
the  purity  of  its  doctrines  and  its  disci- 
pline ;  the  learning  and  the  piety  of  its 
ministers;  their  exemplary  discharge  of 
^yery  moral  and  christian  duty;  the  dig- 
nity of  its  hierarchy,  the  extent  and  lustre 
of  its  possessions,  and  the  reverence  of  the 
public  for  its  ancient  and  unouestioned 
rights;  to  these  the  Catholic  adas  the  mite 
of  his  oath  that  he  does  not  harbour  the 
chimerical  hope,  or  the  unconstitutional 
wish  to  shake  or  to  disturb  it;  and  there- 
fore, all  which  is  requisite,  for  the  security 
of  the  church,  is  that  it  should  remain,  in 
repose,  on  its  own  deep  and  immoveable 
foundations;  and  this  is  the  policy  which 
the  great  body  of  the  church  of  Ireland, 
and,  I  believe  I  may  add,  of  the  church  of 
England,  have  adopted.  If  any  thing 
could  endanger  its  safety,  it  would  be  the 
conduct  of  intemperate  and  officious  men, 
who  would  erect  the  church  into  a  political 
arbiter^  to  prescribe  rules  of  imperial 
policy  to  the  throne  and  to  the  legislature. 
Sir,  a  reason  assigned  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber, who  last  spoke,  for  bis  change  of  opi- 
nion, is,  that  the  sense  of  the  people  of 
England  is  against  the  measure.  Sup-^ 
posing,  for  a  moment,  that  the  fact  were 
so,  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  it  really 
is,  would  it  afford  a  fair  argument  for  pre- 
cluding an  enquiry  and  adjustment?  I 
cdnsider  it,  under  any  circumstances,  an 
invidious  and  dangerous  topic,  to  cite  the 
opinioti  of  the  people  of  one  part  of  the 
empire,  against  the  claims  of  the  people 
of  another  part  of  it ;  but  to  cite  it  as  an 
argument  against  the  full  discussion  of 
their  claims,  seemi  utterly  unwarrantable* 
But,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  Union 
was  urged  upon  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
under  the  strong  expectation  that  facilities 
would  be  consequently  afforded  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  their  wishes,  is  it  not 
something  very  like  dishonesty,  to  press 
into  the  service,  against  their  claims,  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  England,  and  its 
authority  with  an  English  parliament? 
Kthis  question  were  now  under  discussion 
in  an  Irish  parliament,  granted  to  be  in  it- 
self just  and  expedient,  called  for  by  all 
the  Catholics  and  by  a  great  majority  of 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  would  it  be  en- 
dured, as  an  argument,  that  the  cry  of  the 
people  of  England  was  against  it?  You 


have  taken  away  that  parliament,  under 
the  assurance  that,  in  a  British  parliament^ 
that  might  be  safely  done,  which  in  an  Iiish 
parliament,  might  be  difficult  or  dange- 
rous, and  now  you  say,  *  true,  the  measure 
is  right,  but  the  difficulty  grows  from  its 
being  discussed  in  an  English  parliainent« 
because  such  a  parlaiment  must  defer  to 
the  prejudices  of  the  English,  at  the  ex- 

fience  of  the  rights  of  the  Irish  people.' 
t  may  be  said  that  the  people  of  England 
are  no  parties  to  such  a  compact ;  but  I 
woAild  appeal  to  the  noble  lord,  who,  if  he 
did  not  guarantee  it  as  a  compact,  was  at 
least  a  very  principal  mover  in  holdmg  it 
out  as  an  inducement,  whether  he  can ' 
countenance  such  a  topic  ?  or  can  he 
link  himself  with  those  who  have,  by 
every  indirect  method,  endeavoured  to  ex- 
cite the  people  of  England,  in  order  to  &• 
bricate  the  argument? 

jSir,  the  opinion  of  the  people  is  un- 
doubtedly entitled  to  a  respectful  atten- 
tion ;  it  is  to  be  listened  to— to  be  can- 
vassed, and,  if  sound  and  reasonable,  to  be 
deferred  lo ;  but  the  clamour  of  the  peo- 
ple of  either  country  is  not  to  silence  the 
deliberations  of  parliament,  still  less  the 
opinion  of  a  partial  and  very  limited 
portion  of  that  people;  still  less  an 
opinion  founded  on  imperfect  views ;  still 
less  an  opinion  founded  upon  gross  preju- 
dices, excited  and  kindled  by  artful  and 
interested  misrepresentation,  and  for  the 
very  purpose  of  preventing  fair  discussion. 
The  opinion  of  the  people  of  both  coun- 
tries is  to  be  looked  to,  and  the  reasonable 
foundations  of  the  opinions  of  both ;  and, 
in  so  doing,  it  is  always  to  be  recollected, 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  Catholics  are 
not  to  be  the  less  regarded  on  account  of 
their  being  principally  condemned  in  one 
part  of  the  united  kingdom,  but  if,  either 
from  prudence  or  afiection,  they  would  be 
respected  if  interspersed  through  the 
counties  of  Great  Britain,  they  are  not  the 
less  entitled  to  aUention,  because  they 
constitute  four-fifths  of  the  most  vulnerable, 
and  not  least  productive  portion,  of  the 
empire.  The  question,  it  is  true,  is  an 
imperial  one  :  Why  ?  Because  Ireland  is 
identified  with  your  interest  and  hap- 
piness, and  glor^ ;  her  interests  are  yoais» 
and  therefore  Irish  policy  is  imperial  po- 
licy ;  but  it  seems  rather  inconsistent  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  question,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  interests  of  the  two 
countries  are  absolutely  the  same ;  and  ta 
decide  it  upon  the  principle  that  the 
rights  of  th«  one  are  essentially  and  iiD« 
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Iklterably  opposed  to  the  wishes  and  to  the 
smfety  of  the  other.  Bat,  Sir,  I  utterly 
deny  the  fact,  that  such  is  the  sentiment 
of  the  people  of  England, — a  pretty  bold 
experiment  has  been  made,  and  it  has 
^iled.  The  intelligent  class  of  the  Eng- 
lish public,  those  who  from  property  and 
from  education,  and  from  place  in  society, 
•re  entitled  to  sway  the  opinion  of  the  le- 
gislature on  this,  or  on  any  political  sub- 
ject, are,  I  firmly  believe,  friendly  to  a 
fell  discussion  of  the  Catholic  claims,  and 
with  a  strong  leaning  in  favour  of  libera- 
lity and  concession,  if  they  can  be  made 
appear  consistent  with  public  safety.  This 
is  a  tribunal  to  which  an  appeal  may  be 
J  fairly  made,  and  to  tvhich  adequate  and 
ample  satisfaction  should  be  given  ;  and 
there  h  no  concession  or  sacrifice,  not  in- 
consistent with  the  essential  principles  of 
their  religion,  which  the  Catholics  are  not 
bound  to  make  for  the  purpose.  But,  Sir, 
beyond  this  public,  and  to  the  dregs  of 
the  community  I  fear  there  are  some  des- 
perate enough  to  look:  I  have  heard 
something  like  a  muttered  threat  of  such 
an  appeal;  but  I  do  not  believe,  though 
there  is  much  valour  at  present  on  this 
rabject,  that  we  need  fear  a  repetition  of 
the  outrages  of  St.  George's  Fields;  I  do 
not  fear  that  our  ears  will  be  agaip  assailed 
by  the  hell-shout  of  «*  No  Popery.'*  I 
have  heard  something  more  than  an  insi  • 
nuation;  within  these  walls,  that  this  is  a 
question  in  which  the  lower  classes  of  the 
people  are  very  deeply  interested,  and 
that  their  voice  is,  on  this  occasion,  to  be 
particularly  attended  to.  Sir,  the  doctrine 
IS  rather  novel  in  the  quarter  from  which 
it  proceeds,  nor  am  1  disposed  to  give  it 
an  unqualified  denial.  1  should  be  sorry 
to  contend,  that  the  voice  of  any  portion 
of  our  fellow  subjects,  however  humble, 
should  be  disregarded ;  if  they  complain 
of  grievances  by  which  they  are  oppress- 
ed, of  justice  withheld,  or  of  any  thing 
trenching  upon  their  freedom  or  their 
comforts,  they  are  to  be  heard  with  pa- 
tient and  with  deep  attention;  and  the 
more  humble  the  situation  of  the  com- 
plainants, the  more  bounden  the  duty  of 
the  representative  to  listen  to  them;  but, 
on  a  subject  like  the  present,  where  the 
legislature  is  called  on  to  withhold  the 
privileges  tf  the  constitution  from  a  gre^t 
proportion  of  the  people,  upon  supposed 
principles  of  state  government;  when 
elaims  of  common  rieht  are  withheld,  in 
deference  to  sacred  and  mysterious  maxims 
of  imperial  policy ;  on  sueh  a  sabject,  I 


say,  it  is  something  more  than  absurdity 
to  affect  a  deference  for  the  shouts  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people.  Sir,  the  ap- 
prehension of  such  an  appeal  being  re- 
sorted to,  need  not  affect  our  deliberations; 
those  who  intimate  such  an  intention 
know  full  well  that,  though  the  threat 
may  be  endured,  the  times  would  not  bear 
the  exiecution  of  it ;  they  know  full  well 
that,  if  parliament  determines  to  pursue 
its  steady  course  of  calm  investigation  and 
liberal  adjustment,  there  is  no  faction  in 
the  state,  which  can  efKbctoally  interpose 
between  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  le* 
gislatore  and  the  just  demands  of  the 
people. 

Sir,  the  conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland  has  been  resorted  to,  as  an  ar- 
gument  foi*  abandoning  the  pledge  of  the 
last  session.  Sir,  I  am  not  the  advocate  of 
their  intemperance ;  I  am  free  to  say  that 
there  have  been  some  proceedings,  on  the 
part  of  the  public  bodies,  who  affect  to  act  for 
them,  altogether  unjustifiable.  Their  at- 
tempts to  dictate  to  the  entire  body  how  they 
are  to  act  on  each  particular  political  occur- 
rence, their  presuming  to  hold  an  inquisition 
on  the  conduct  of  individuals,  in  the  exer* 
cise  of  their  elective  franchise,  and  putting 
them  under  the  ban  of  their  displeasure, 
because  they  vote  for  their  private  friends, 
and  abide  by  their  plighted  engagements; 
all  this  is  a  degree  of  inquisitorial  autho- 
rity unexampled  and  insufferable;  and 
this,  by  persons  professing  themselves  the 
advocates  of  unbounded  freedom  and  un- 
limited toleration,  at  the  moment  when 
they  are  extending  their  unparlying  ty- 
ranny into  the  domestic  arrangements  of 
every  Catholic  family  in  the  country. 
Sir,  I  am  equally  disgusted  with  the  tone 
of  unqualified  demand,  and  haughty  re- 
jection* of  all  condition  or  accommodation 
so  confidently  announced  by  them  ;  nor 
can  I  palliate  the  inteniperance  of  many 
of  their  public  speeches,  nor  the  exagger- 
ation and  violence  of  some  of  their  printed 
publications^  To  this  tone  I  never  wish 
to  see  the  legislature  yield  ;  but,  as  this 
indecent  clamour  is  not  to  compel  them 
to  yield  what  is  unreasonable,  I  trust  it 
will  not  influence  them  to  withhold  what 
is  just. 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me  most  unfair  to  visit 
on  the  Roman  Catholics,  the  opinions  and 
the  conduct  of  such  public  assemblies  as 
profess  to  act  for  them ;  if  they  labour 
under  a  real  and  a  continuing  grievance, 
and  one  which  justifies,  on  their  part,  a 
continued  daim,  they  mast  act  ihroogh 
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tb«^  DfiediMqi  of  popular  »s«ea»blkt^  afif 
muity  of  coprse  be  fxposed  to  all  ^fi#  iRr 
cof^reoieifCfies  which  attend  4iiC9iAi9a  in 
such  as^mbliea.  Id  all  mqk  pl^^ce^^i  we 
know  tbi^  Hp^oottded  applgiii^e  ati^^^da 
t)ie  v(k^^,  wtM>  oc^opiea  the  ^|ctrem#  PMlf 
tipns  of  opinfoi^apa  tba^ih(^  eytvavagwce 
of  hif  exprenifMi  <>f  such  epUuoo  will  ihH 
1^^  c^lcalalted  to  diminish  it.  That  there 
iQay  be  mapy  iiidi?iduaU»  awoM#  to  pfQ- 
q^ote  their  Qwa  coii9eqpei><??>  at  iha  t«- 
pence  of  th^  party,  wf^oae  in^restf  they 
prof^  to  ^dvoeatf » is  a^  evil  inseparable 
frpnij  luch  a  Btalje  pf  tjiiofi ;  and,  amoagat 
tboie  who  siocerely  wish  tp  promote 
the  interestf  of  the  caoie,  much  may  Ikirly 
be  ^ttrlbot^  to  the  heat,  naturally  gene- 
r^ed  by  iopg  cal]k^llu^  oppo«Uipn ;  laqch 
to  t|i^  efiecta  of  disappoia^d  h«p? ;  nuacb 
tp  the  re«eatment,  excited  and  justified  by 
iusolept  aud  virulent  opposition.  But, 
Sir,  I  should  n^^iworthily  shrink  from  my 
duty,  if  I  were  npt  to  arow  my  opinion^ 
tlu|t  t|ie  unfortun^.  state  of  the  piiblic 
mind  in  Irelaiid  ^»  above  all  things  im- 
putable to  the  copduct  of  the  g^ovemment* 
Without  recurring,  unnecessarily,  to  sub- 
jects which  have  been  already  discussed 
in  this  Hoqsey  I  n^ay  be  allowed  to  lay 
that  the  rash  interference  with,  the  right 
of  petitioning,  has  given  deep  aud  just 
offence  to  the  entire  Cathplic  boqy.  They 
have  been  compelled  to  rs^lly  round  theii^ 
qojg;;ititutJQQal  orivil^ge^,  and  make  com<- 
m09  cao9§9  those  ezcess^i,  which,  two 
ye4|;^  sinpe,  would  have  been  eagerly  re- 
pressed  by  the  Catholics  themselves,  might 
noif,  I  fear,  be  regarded  wi^i  some  degree 
ejf  ff^vo^f'^lc  allowance  on  their  pavt 

Sir,  I  must  say  that  the  country  has  not 
b^O  faJIrly  dealt  with  on  this  subject.  It 
is  t|ie  boonden  duty  of  the  government  to 
make  up  their  mind,  and  to  act  a  consis* 
ten^  pact.  If  this  measure  is  utterly  inad- 
n^ihle,  expectation  should  be  put  down 
by  the  certainty  of  rejection ;  resentment 
should  be  allayed  by  the  clear  exposition 
of  the  necessijty  which  bars ;  the  fever  of 
the  public  mind  should  be  subdued,  and 
all  the  means  of  conciliation,  consistont 
Hrith  such  a  syston^  should  be  resorted  to. 
If,  on  t^e  other  hand,  this  claim  may  and 
ought  to  be  acted  on,  it  should  be  frankly 
received  and  honestly  forwarded;  every 
ffbcility  (or  it?  accoodplishm^nt.  shpuld  h>e 
4#>rde<ii  by  tempering  and  dircK^^g  tbei- 
pfOiQeedings  of  thpse  who  se«tk.  it;  by 
spqgesting  thf^  cond^i^ns,  mi  temvi  on 
v»hich  it  st^ld  b^  griMstedi:  a«^  bjjr  act 


the  QDtlinei,  of  9ucb  a  systom.  B«t  hpw 
c^  any  honest  mind  be  r^ondled  to  Mit 
ambiguity,  in  which  the  cabinet  ha^  c^ 
sealed  itself  from  public  view,  on  thU 
j^reat  lu^tipnal  qi^e^tioi^-^pof  with  whH 
justice  c^n  they  complain  of  the  madneab 
which  grows  out  of  this  fever  of  their  qwq 
creating.  Tbi^  is  ufit  one  qf  tbpse  qim^ 
tions  which  may  he  left  to  tiipe  ^ 
chanqe;  the  exclqsion  of  these  millieA^ 
from  tha  rights  of  citizenship,  is  either  a 
flagr^t  injustice,  or  iu  i^ecessity  sprii^ 
out  of  the  fleered  fountains  of  the  constit% 
tion.  This  is  no  fubject  of  compromi^ 
Eitlper  the  claim  i^  fioM^bidden,  bv  some 
imperious  principle  too  sacred  to  be  taoh 
pared  with,  O**  it  is  eo^oiped  by  a  Uv  of 
reason  and  justice,  which  it  i?  oppressieitt 
to  re^st.  In  ordinary  cases  u  soondi 
well  to  say  that  a  question  is  left  to  the 
uabia4s;sed  sanse  of  parHamant  and  people) 
but»  that  a  measora  of  vital  importanoei 
and.  whu?K  h|is  bean  a^ain  and  again  diat 
cuised  by  all  hia  Majesty's  miiHateiai 
should  be  left  to  work  ita  owq  coarse  %f(4 
spared  to  drift  a|(wig  the  tide  of  parfian 
mentary  or  popular  opiqion,  seema  diS* 
cult  to  igu|erstandt-*^tbat  goveanmaal 
shoMid  b^  mere  «peqtators- of  soph  a  pia« 
ces^  is  n^ove) ;  but,  when  it  is  knawa  thai 
they  all  have  qqnaidered  it  deeply,  a«KA 
formed  their  qpinions.  daeidedly  in  dirs^ 
opposition  to  each  other,  that,  after  thiak 
they  should  oons^lt  in  ^e  same  cahioew 
imd  sit  on  the  s«ma  .beiicb*  profesaing  a 
decided  opiqian  in  point  of  theory,  and  ^ 
striqt  neutrality  in  pqiat  of  praetie^; 
that,  on  this  most  angry  of  aU  %Qestieiiit 
they  shojiild  sn^r  the  population  of  the 
conntry  to  be  committed  in  mutual  hostit 
lity,  a^d  convulsed  with  mutual  Fafieour# 
aggravated  by  the  uncertainty  of  tbeevent^ 
Pfodocipg*  on  the  one  side»  all  the  fury  eC 
disappointed  hope,  on  the  other  side  bmn 
lignitv  and  hatred,  from  the  appsebenaioA 
thai  the  measure  m<^  ha  caiiriedj  aed  i»^ 
science  from  ^nwy  oircamslance*  psAn 
\i^  op  private*  which  tends  to  disappeiM 
or  tn  postpone  it;  one-half  of  Ike 
Icing's,  ministers  enqonragitig  theaa 
^  seek,  nvithout  enablistf  tjhen^  to  ehv 
tain*-^he  other  half  subdsfided;  aonie 
holding  ou^  an  ambiguooa  hopot  otkeia 
annonnciing  a  neyer  ending  despaic*  1 
asl^,  i%th|a  a  itial#  in  wbiob  the  geaene 
meat  of  tke  oaqatiy  bias  a  righl^.tei  lewse 
it  ?  Somie  raaator  piaceof  imfierial  peUajt 
mn^  b#  nnfoMedt  soma  dee»  and  saaeod 
principle  of  empire^  aametliing  fiur  ree 
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compiromui?  of  pnv^b  for  pover,  to 
i^concil^  ^  fe^ings  of  the  inVelligenl 
l^liCf  or  to  opfaoM  a  ratiooAl  con&kooi^ 
m  the  bpneftty  or  geriomoeas  of  the  go* 
▼enuiient.  Sir,  the  coosequences  of  suchx 
conduct  are  disastrous,  not  merely  in  the 
tumult  and  discord  which,  in  this  parti- 
eiilar  instance,  they  are  calculated  tp  ex- 
cite, but  in  their  effect  upon  the  character 
of  the  government  and  the  times.  Sir,  I 
repeat  it,  the  Iqsh  Catholics  haye  not  been 
ftiirly  dealt  with;  the  government  has 
Beit,  im  an^  instance,  come  iftto  amicable 
contact  with  theq[i ;  it  haa  not  consulted, 
Bor  soothed,  nor  directed  them ;  it  has  ad- 
dressed thfSi  only  in  the  stern  roice  of 
^e  law,  Ld  state  prosecution,  and  it  is  most 
unjust  to  charge  against  them  the  anger, 
which  has  been  kindled  by  such  treat- 
ment :  but.  Sir,  I  ask  y^hat  bavfs  the  Ca- 
tholics done  ?  Look  to  their  actions  for  the 
laM  century,  and  do  not  judge  them  by  a 
fisw  intemperate  expressions  or  absurd 
poblicatioiis,— ^ese  ar^  not  the  views  of 
ttfttesmeA, — you  are  considering  the  po- 
licy of  centuries,  and  the  fate  of  a  people, 
and  will  you  condescend  to  argue,  on  such 
a  subject,  the  merits  of  a  pamphlet,  or  to 
scan  the  ipdiscreti<»is  of  an  angry  ppeaker 
at  a  public  meeting  ?  Of  this  I  am  sure 
that,  if  the  violence,  with  which  the  de- 
mand has  b^en  urged,  by  some  of  its  ad- 
▼ocates,  is  to  create  a  prejudice  against  it, 
the  firulence,  with  which  it  has  been  re^ 
jected,  by  some  of  its  opponents,  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  have  some  operation  in 
its  favoar ;  perhaps  under  thos^  opposite 
laipulses  of  passion,  a  chance  may  be  af- 
forded of  reason  haying  fair  pUy ;  and- a 
liearing  may  be  procured  for  t^e  merits  of 
the  case.  This  too  should  not  be  lost 
tight  of,  that  the  Catholics  are  seeking 
their  rights ;  that  they  are  opposed  by  an 
adverse  government».iBany  oir  whom  de- 
clare that  no  concession^  00  their  part, 
could  be  effectual/ but  that  their  doom  is 
ioteroainable  exclusion.  May  1  ask,  whe- 
ther it  is  fair  to  require^  or  reasonable  to 
expect,  that  the  Catholics  should,  under 
such  circuoistanGes,  exercise  a  fastidious 
.delicacy,  in  the  selection  of  their  friends ; 
and  say  to  those,  who  profess  themselves 
their  advocates,  *' We  refuse  your  aid, 
your  language  is  not  sufficiently  mea- 
aored ;  you  urge  ourolemands  in  too  warm 
and  too  unqualified  a  tone,  and  we  prefer 
the  chances,  which  may  arise,  from  throw- 
ing ourselves  on  the  mercy  of  our  ene- 
mies?'' 

Sir,  I  will  not  affect  ^0  di«gniso  the.  fact, 
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that  there  arc  perflO|f»  ia  Irelandi  wbo  look 
to  revolution  and  separation,  I  .certainly 
do  not  mean  to  say,  nor  do  I  believe,  lh|[t 
ihose,  who0i(}  warmth  of  expression  has 
been  so  much,  and  so  justly  complained 
of,  are,  in  the  most  rei^iote  de^^ree,  liable 
to  the  suspicion  of  being  jeiued  with  «uc)l 
a  party.  The  Separatists  are,  in  my  judg* 
ment,  neither  numerous,  nor,  in  them^ 
selves,  formidable ;  and,  of  t)iis  I  am 
sure,  that  they  tremble  at  the  project  of 
the  adjustment  of  the  Catholic  claims,  a4 
a  measure  deadly  to  their  viewe.  Is  it  a 
wise  fK>licy,  is  it  a  coursfe  which  any  go-^ 
vernment  can  justify  to  the  country,  to 
recruit  for  these  public  enemies,  b^  on* 
deavouring  to  embody  the  Jegitimpto 
x:laims  of  Uie  Catholics  with  thdr  wild  ^nd 
pernicious  projects  ?  Is  it  npt  madne^  to 
oppose  the  same  blind  and  indisciiiuiiiate 
resistance  to  the  honest  ol:^e»c^  of  the 
great  untainted  landed  mi  commercial 
interests  of  the  Catholic  pteople,  and  to  af- 
fect io  confound  them,  in  a  commpn  cause» 
with  those  miserable  eneaiies  of  public 
freedom  and  safety  ?  Sir,  if  I  am  asked 
what  course,  in  my  opinion,  should  be 
pursued,  in  this  momeptous  business,  I  can^ 
not  answer  without  doubt  and  distrui^t  ia 
my  own  judgment,  where  I  may  differ 
from  many  whose  opinion  I  highly  re- 
spect;  but  it  is  fair  to  ^ay  that  the  opi- 
nion, which  I  have  always  entertained^ 
and  always  expressed,  publicly  and  pri* 
vately,  on  this  subject,  is,  that  ^his  meai- 
sure  cannot  be  finally  and  satisfactorilv* 
adjusted,  unless  some  arrangement  shaU 
be  made,  with  respect  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic clergy,  and  some  security  aSbrded 
to  the  state,  against  foreign  interference. 
On  the  best  consideration  I  have  been 
iable  to  give  the  subject,  and  on  the  fullest 
communication  I  have  b^n  enabled  to 
obtain  on  it,  I  am  satisfied  that  such  secu- 
rity may  be  afforded,  without  interfering, 
in  any  degree,  with  the  essentials  of  their 
religion;  and,  if  so^  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  its  being  required,  is  a  aufficient 
reason  for  conccnding  iL  This  is. not  a 
struggle  for  the  triumph  of  one  party  of 
the  state  over  another ;  it  is  a  great  na- 
tional sacrifice  of  mutual  prejudices,  fpr 
the  common  good ;  and  any  opportunity 
of  gratifying  the  Protestant  mind  should 
be  eagerly  seized  by  the  Catholic,  even  if 
.  the  condition  required  were  uncalled  for 
.by  any  real  or  well  founded  apprehen- 
sion ;  but  I  must  go  a  step  further,  and 
avow,  that  the  state  has,  in  my  opinion, 
a  rigtit  to  require  some  fair  securitj 
(3G) 
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against  foreign  inftnence  in  its  domestic 
concerns.    Whet  this  security  may  be» 
provided  it  shall  be  effectual,  ought,  as  I 
conceive,  to  be  left  to  the  option  of  the 
Cathdlic  bddy.    I  am  little  solicitous  about 
the  form,  so  that  the  substance  is  attained. 
As  a  Veto  has  been  objected  to,  let  it  not 
be  required ;  but  let  the  security  be  af- 
forded, either  by  domestic  nomination  of 
the  clergy,  or  in  any  shape  or  form,  which 
shall  exclude  the  practical  efiect  of  fo- 
reign interference.    Let  them  be  liberally 
provided  for  by  the  state,  let  them  be  na- 
tives of  the  country  and  educated  in  the 
country,  and  let  the  full  and  plenary  exer- 
cise of  spiritual  authority  by  the  Pope, 
which  forms  an  essential  part  of  their  re- 
ligious diicipltne,  remabi  in  all  its  force ; 
leave  to  their  choice  the  mode  of  recon* 
ciling  these  principles,  and  stand  not  upon 
the  manner,  if  the  thing  is  done.    An  hon. 
gentleman  asla,  will  this  satisfy  the  Ca- 
tholics? I  will  not  be  so  indiscreet  as  to 
answer  for  what  will  satisfy  them ;  I  be-^ 
lieve  it  will ;  but  it  is  enough  for  me  to 
know  that  ibis  ought  to  satisfy  them  ^  and 
of  this  we  may  be  convinced,  that  we  do 
not  enable  them  to   obtain  what  they 
ought  not,  by  granting  them  what  they 
ought  to  have :  but  what  is  the  use,  it  H 
asked,  of  a  measure  proposed  as  an  instru- 
ment of  peace,  if  it  is  likely,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  produce  nothing  but  dissatisfac- 
tion }  1  answer,  first,  I  believe  it  will  pro- 
duce full  satisfaction,  if  frankly  proposed, 
and  honestly  acted  on ;  but  if  you  doubt 
of  this,  do  not  make  your  proceeding  an 
absolute  and  a  final  one«— -reserve  the  ope- 
ration of  the  act,  which  grants  relief,  (if 
you  think  it  necessary)  until  the  accom- 
panying measure   of   security  shall  be 
ripened,  so  as  to  ensure  satisfaction  in 
their-enactment ;— <ieclare  your  principles 
of  security,  and  your  conditions,  and  let 
the  operation  of  your  law,  or  the  e£fect  of 
your  resolution,  await  the  desire  of  the 
Catholic  body,  signified,  or  fairly  under- 
wood, with  respect  to  them.    Pursue  this 
course,  put  this  measure  into  the  hands  of 
those,  in  whom  the  Catholics  can  place 
confidence,  or  give  them  such  a  parlia^ 
mentary  pledge,  that  they  may  see  that 
the  acconrplishment  of  their  wishes  is  de- 
pendant on  their  own  good  sense  and  mo- ' 
deration;  and»  I  have  no  doubt,  they  will 
not  be  wanting  to  contribute  their  part, 
to  this  great  national  work  of  strength 
and  oniony— in  all  events  you  will  have 
discharged    your  duty;    you  will  have 
given  satisfaction  to  the  honest,  and  to  the 


reasonable.  You  will  have  separated  the 
sound  from  the  unsound;  and  yon  frill 
leave  the  bigot  or  the  incendiary,  strifmed 
of  all  his  terrors,  by  depriving  himt>f  all 
his  grievances.— -Sir,  1  have  done. — I  may 
be  in  error ;  but  I  have  not  sacrificed  ta 
interest  or  to  prejudice,  and  I  have  spoken 
my  sentiments  in  the  sincerity  <»  my 
heart 

The  Right  Hon.  CharUi  Yorke  : 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  cannot  withhold  mf 
well  merited  tribute  of  applause  to  tw 
right  hon.  member  who  has  just  sat  down 
on  the  brilliant  display  of  eloquence  h« 
has  made ; — eloquent,  however,  as  he  has 
been,  he  has  fkifed  of  convincing  me.  i 
request  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  while 
I  state,  as  briefly  as  possible,  some  of  the 
grounds  on  which  I  nold  a  different  opi- 
nion, and  with  which  nothing  bat  an  ir* 
resistible  sense  of  public  dat^,  could  in- 
duce me  to  trouble  them  at  this  time,  afiter 
therepeated  discussions  the  subject  has 
already  undergone,  and  the  share  I  my« 
selftook  of  them,  on  a  former  occasion. 

It  is  evident  that  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  is  by  no  means  unaware  of  the  point, 
where  the  greatest  danger  lies;  when  be 
assures  us  of  his  own  jealousy  of  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  papal  see  aikd  of 
the  Romish  priesthood  ;  and  I  admit,'tk«t 
if  I  could  be  fairly  satisfied  on  that  moil 
material  point,  the  peril  of  foreign  interfer- 
ence, I  sitould  be  inclined  to  lend  mytc^f 
to  the  question,  and  endeavour,  as  fw  as 
practicable,  to  satisfy  the  reasonable  claims 
of  the  Roman  Catholics.  Before  I  eo  iatii 
this  part  of  the  subject,  however,  I  wish 
to  set  the  right  hon.  gentleman  right  in 
one  or  two  points,  in  which  he  appears  to 
have  misunderstood  my  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Bankes).  My  ^  hon.  friend  has  justified 
bis  change  of  opinion  (among  other  very 
weighty  and  satisfactory  reasons);  not  on 
the  sentiments  expreAed  by  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  british  Protestant  peo^ 
pie  alone  (though  this  of  itself  would  Inva 
been  a  most  material  circumstance,  oo> 
curring  since  the  Resolution  of  the  last 
session) ;  but  on  the  great  alteration, 
which  has  taken  place,  in  the  sentimentt 
of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland.  This  seems 
to  me,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  vindicate  the 
change,  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
view  of  mv  hon.  friend.  Neither  hav« 
the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts  been  spoken 
of  as  the  bulwarks  of  the  constitution,  ab- 
stractedly considered,  but  as  those  of  Uk 
established  church*  which,  howerer,  might 
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be  contidared  as  ia  a  maaaer  identified 
wilh  it.  On  the  main  question  I  agree» 
in  leFeial  parttculan,  with  the  hon.  gen- 
deman  itho  #poke  last,  li  has  neTer  ap- 
fkeaied  to  me  to  be  a  question  of  tolera- 
tion, in  the  correct  sense  of  the  word ;  for 
jthe  Roman  Catholics  are  completely  tole- 
rated in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion ; 
mod,  coold  it  be  shewn,  that  this  toleration 
Is  really  defectire  in  any  particular,  I,  for 
one,  am  ready  to  concur  ii^  a  proper  re- 
medy. Neither  is  it  a  question  of  right ; 
for  the  right  is,  undoubtedly,  in  the  state, 
lo  protect  itself  and  its  establishment!^ 
sigainst  all  those  who  may  be  supposed 
liostile  to  it«  On  the  other  band,  1  will 
readily^mit  that  JtU  these  disabling  laws 
are  only  justifiable  on  the  ground  of  the 
necessity  jof  self  .defence,  on  the  part  oi 
the  state ;  if  the  necessity  no  longer  exists, 
let  them  be  repealed.  The  true  question 
therefore  is,  are  they  now  necessary  for 
the  preser? ation  of  our  Protestant  com^ 
munity?  It  will  not  be  denied,  that  we 
sure  essentially  a  Protestant  state;  and 
that  this  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  the 
oonstilutioB*  The  Bill  of  Rights  decides 
this  point;  and  it  appears  to  me,  super- 
fluous at  least,  if  not  mischievous,  to  re- 
Bnact,  as  the  right  honourable  mover  has 
proposed  to  do,  the  Bill  of  Riffhts  and  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  in  the  Bill,  which  he 
intends  to  bring  in,  upon  this  occasion.  I, 
for  one,  am  not  obK|[ed  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  for  offenng  to  declare  these, 
otir  ancient  and  fundamental  laws,  in  the 
preamble  to  a  modem  act  of  parliament. 

If,  then,  these  are  our  fundamental  laws, 
it  seems  to  be  clear  and  indisputable  that 
the  cnm  probandi  rests  upon  those,  who 
would  propose  to  us  to  alter  or  rescind 
them.  We  ha?e  a  right  to  be  satisfied  on 
a  matter  so  important.  It  is  enough  for 
ns  to  say,  here  are  our  laws,  and  on  these 
we  rely.  We  are  surrounded  by  gloomy 
clouds  and  the  thick  darkness  of  the  pre- 
sent time ;  we  are  wandering  in  the  most 
dreadfiil  obscurity,  both  moral  and  poli- 
tical,, in  which  the  world  was  ever  in- 
Tolred ;  we  cannot  see  our  way ;  we 
must  wait  for  the  dawn ;  our  only  hope 
of  safety  consibu  in  clinging  to  our  vene- 
rable, and  long-tried  institutions. 

I  ior  one,  Mr.  Speaker,  must  declare, 
that,  after  the  most  attentive  (and  I  hope 
unprejudiced)  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject for  several  years,  I  am  not  satisfied 
that  this  fundamental  alteration  in  our 
c^stitotiott,  in  ckurch  and  state,  can  be 
l»fely  attempted  at  tjie  present  mmieat. 
t 


It  is  obTious,  that,  if  these  restraining  or 
disabling  statutes  are  altered  or  laid  aside, 
with  regard  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  the 
same  must  be  done  for  Protestant  dis- 
senters of  all  descriptions,  by  inevitable 
consequence ;  and  it  will  be  for  the  House 
to  consider,  whether  they  are  prepared  to 
repeal,  at  once,  the  Test  and  Corporation 
Acts.  I  am  not,  however,  one  of  those 
who  think  that  these  restraining  statutes 
may  not  ever  be  laid  aside ;  it  is  sufficient 
for  me  to  express  my  opinion  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  laid  aside  now.  Circum- 
stances may  arise  hereafter,  which  may 
render  such  a  measure  expedient  and  de- 
sirable; eircnmstances,  similar  to  those, 
which  have  occurred  heretofore ;  I  mean 
in  1790  and  1791*  At  that  period,  which 
vras  about  the  time  of  my  first  entering 
this  House,  I  felt  the  strongest  desire  to 
see  such  a  measure  carried  through,  with 
reference,  as  well  to  Ireland,  as  to  Great 
Britain;  and  I  have  ever  since  been 
amazed  at  the  failure  of  so  salutary  an 
arrangement.  I  have  ever  since  been 
unable  to  account  for  the  reason,  why  so 
favourable  an  opportunity  was  omitted,  at 
then  presented  itself,  when  the  Braschi 
Pope  (Pius  6,)  was  seated  in  the  Papal 
chair,  whose  attachment  to  the  British  na« 
tion  was  well  known ;  and  whose  territo- 
ries, about  the  time  when  some  of  these 
plans  were  in  contemplation,  (1793-94) 
were  actually  protected  by  a  British  fleet, 
as  his  person  was,  by  a  regiment  of  Bri- 
tish dragoons.  It  is  inconceivable  why 
somethinff  eflfectud  was  not  then  accom- 
plished; but  it  would  appear  as  if  the  go* 
vernment  of  that  day,  had  «'  reckoned 
without  their  host;"  that  is,  had  neg* 
lected  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the 
Pope;  without  whose  assistance,  I  am 
afraid,  that  nothing  final  or  satisfactory 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  can  ever  be 
brought  about.  I  think  some  such  ar- 
rangement nught  have  been  made,  at  the 
period  to  whi<£  I  allude ;  I  will  not  even 
despair  of  similar  favourable  circum- 
stances recurring  again.  Suppose  that, 
in  the  midst  of  the  extraordinary  and 
varying  events  to  which  we  have  been 
witnesses ;  suppose  that,  among  the  tens 
of  thousands  of  victims  who  perished  in 
the  bloody  field  of  Borodino,  or  in  that 
dreadfol  retreat  from  Moscow,  amidst  the 
horrid  severities  of  a  Russian  winter,  it 
had  pleased  Providence  to  put  an  end  to 
the  career  of  our  mortal  and  inveterate 
enemy,  the  most  execrable  tyrant  that 
eves  afflicted  the^buman  raceris  it  too 
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much  to  imagine,  that  the  lapse  of  a  few 
months,  perhaps,  might  have  placed  this 
countiy,  and  all  Europe,  in  a  sitnation. 
So  different  from  that  in  which  it  has  been 
80  long  invoWed,  as  to  justify  sanguine 
Expectations  of  the  tecnrrence  of  such 
favourable  circnmstances :  be  that  as  it 
tnay,  however,  I  have  great  doubts  whe* 
ther  this  plan  can  ever  succeed  without 
the  concnrrence  of  the  Pope  himself,  ha 
some  shape  or  other ;  and,  as  it  is  eridetit 
that  there  is  no  probability  whatever  of 
obtalnif^g  it,  at  the  present  tiiotlient,  I 
can  s^e  no  good,  but  on  the  contrary, 
much  evil,  likely  to  arise  from  going  into 
a  general  committee  on  the  Roman  Csk- 
thultc  claims,  such  as  is  now  proposed. 

This  is  a  question  wholly  of  political 
ixpediebcy;  in  other  words,  on  which 
Side  lies  thfe  greater difficnlty  and  danger? 
first,  what  is  the  danger  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  conceding  to  the  Roman  Catholics 
hi  this  time  ?  Secondly,  what  is  the  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  not  conceding 
to  them,  at  the  present  tinle  ?  Under  these 
two  Considerations,  all  the  main  arguments, 
relied  on  by  the  supporters  of  these  inno- 
irations,  appear  to  be  reducible  ;  as  they 
cronsist;  First,  in  depreciating  and  ridi- 
caling  the  supposed  power,  influence,  and 
dangerous  tenets  of  the  Papal  See,  and 
of  the  Romish  priesthood ;  and,  secondly 
—in  exaggerating  arid  magnifying  the 
perils  to  be  expected  fVom  the  discontents 
^nd  dissatisfaction  of  the  Papists  in  this 
i^alm,  if  their  demands  are  not  complied 
with. 

As  to  the  first  point,  it  must  depend  on 
a  consideration  of  the  Popish  tenets  of  this 
day ;  and  of  the  Conduct  of  that  church, 
with  reference  to  the  actual  state  of  affairs 
itt  Europe,  at  this  alarming  conjuncture. 

I  n^ust  herfe  observe,  that  these  Roman 
Cath6irc'  Irretentions  approach  uS  under  a 
double  aspect;  as  it  were,  under  a  mask 
*ith  two  faces.  There  is  the  Reli^  Laid, 
and  there  !s  the  Hefigio  Ciefi.  When  it  is 
objected  that  the  opihibns  and  tenets  of 
the  Romish  church  are  itreconcilable 
i^ith,  lind  hostile  to,  our  Protestant  estab- 
lish tnent,  we  are  told  that  the  higher  ranks 
of  the  Ron^ish  communion,  in  the  united 
kingdom,  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who 
claim  a  participation  in  our  privileges, 
carfe  very  little  about  these  dogmas  ind 
doctrines,  or  about  the  Pope^s  supremacy! 
They  are  of  the  old  religion ;  and  adhere 
to  ^  it,  forsooth,  more  on  the  footing  of  a 
point  of  honour,  and  as«  mark  of  ancient 

fymy  ^d  lil^n^lp,  tbaa  on  wiiowni  of 


religions  fstith  or  moral  cdntictibn.  Addl, 
indeed,  there  can  be  little  dotit^ttbat  An6^- 
thinking  and  infidelity  hate  nkalde  a  pf<^ 
gress  among  Rofanan  Catholics  bftbe  abov^ 
description,  as  they  lifave  dbtt^  amon^ 
Protestants  of  a  simil&r  class.  Bht  the  Re- 
iigio  Cl^,  h  still  a  diSbrent  thine,  tdd 
the  clergy,  and  many,  undotrtHedly,  of 
the  laity  too,  are  realjy  good  and  fan- 
cere  datholtcs,  and  consclentibilsly  ad* 
here  to  the  tenees  ahd  principles  of  tfie 
Church  of  Rome,  as  being  applicabte  to 
all  thnes  and  seasons,  and  in  their  ottin^ 
unchangeable,  and  indestructible;  iai,^ 
with  this  argument  we  ar^  met,  #h«ft 
we  ask  why  do  the  Rdman  Catbolici 
of  this  day  adhere  so  pertinaciously  toth^ 
supreme  spiritual  authority  of  ttie  Pbpe  ? 
I  must  therefbre  protest  against  bein# 
bound  to  consider  and  decide  a  questiiRii  of 
such  iikimense  importance,  on  stich  looae 
and  uncertain  grounds ;  and  most  insert  on 
having  a  right  to  treat  the  Reman  Catik>- 
lics  on  this  occa^on,  as  aineerely  atitt^MI 
to  their  faith,  and  to  the  peculiar  doctrilltt 
of  their  church. 

I  have  a  ri|^ht,  then,  to  enqtrfre,  first,  & 
the  Church  or  Rome,  in  its  doctrinoa  and 
discipline,  materially  changed  fron  #titl 
it  was  heretofore  ? — ihd,  secondly,  Db  fits 
professors  and  tniniste.rs,  the  Roitlisft 
clergy,  continue  to  hold  the  same,  or  ne*r- 
IV  the  same,  ihfluence  and  authority  mift 
the  minds  and  cohscteoces  of  their  Hocks 
(in  this  realib)  as  they  did  ib  ffMtHk 
times  ? 

In  order  to  proVe  that  the  Pbpisft  tiislnis 
are  not  materially  altered,  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  resort  to  ancient  attlhori- 
ties,  nor  shall  I  troble  the  House  wHfa  a  re- 
ference to  decrees  and  councils.  Which  ai^ 
Said,  or  supposed,  to  be  antiquated.  1  wMi 
only  to  refbr  them  to  the  very  modem  d^ 
crees  and  ordinances  of  the  present  Bvpe, 
on  the  occasion  of  his  being  deprive  of 
bis  dominions,  and  removed  from  Rome  to 
Savona,  in  the  years  iftOft,  and  1809 ;  ind 
fo  what  has,  very  recently,  happetied  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  relMioO  to 
the  episcopal  and  spiritual  jurUdictiOD,  «t 
well  as  to  the  fules  and  doctrines  promul- 
gated by  authority  of  the  colle|;e  6f  M|y* 
nooth. 

I  will  now  read  some  e^rat^  firodi  m 
book  lately  published  by  Brown  and  KcM» 
iilg  (and  which  fias  everf  appeoraato  iX 
being  authentic),  intituled,  "  Mtiaikm  db 
dt  ijui  ik  pii^  a  Rome,  i  tEntfoMnswiati  dt 
tnus^VtV*  to  prove,  l^.  that  the  gripe- 
ral  description  of  Are  Pojl^s  atftlbrtty  is 
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ihb  B^nx^  M  heretofore;*  2^.  that  tlie  Ca^ 
iholifc  retlgiotl  eAiiiiot^  in  its  natore,  tolerate 
iiijt  other  ftjtm*  of  worship  ;t  3*.  that 
all  Bishops  must  be  dependent  on  the  Pa- 
pal See  ;  {  4^.  that  oaths  of  fidelity  cannot 


*  •*  His  Holiness^  in  quality  of  the  chief 
oF  religion,  is  to  be  considered  as  holding 
the  place  of  the  God  of  Peafee/'— ifete/tofi, 
ftc.  vol.  I,  p.  14^. 

^ThePbpeh  chief  master  and  com- 
inon  fathtsr  of  all  the  faithfoh  to  whom 
&od  himself  has  given  the  spiritual  power 
ever  the  whole  worW."— Ibid.  p.  189. 

**  IhtelKgatlt  tffi  (Reges  sc.)  aliqaando, 
imperio  ipsos  nostro  ac  throno  Lege 
Chrifttt  sobjici ;  tmperium  eniih  nos  quo- 
^de  geriihos,  addimus  etiam  prsestatitius.'* 
-^Ibtd.  vol.  S,  p.  76. 

f  **  The  new  French  code  declarei  that 
k\\  fbrms  of  worship  shall  be  free  and 
poblicly  exercised.  But  we  have  re- 
jected thte  articl^^  as  contrary  to  the  ca- 
tions, to  th^  coditdls,  to  the  Catholk  reli- 
gion, ti6  the  tranqoitlity  of  life,  and  to  th« 
Welfare  of  the  state,  on  acconnt  of  the 
Iktal  conseqoences  which  must  result  from 

f  ''  It  18  desired  that  tfie  bishopricks 
inay  be  refbrttied,  and  the  bishops  made 
independent  of  ns.  But  this  being  con- 
trary_to  the  intention  of  our  lawgiver  and 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  has  ordained  that 
fltere  should  exist,  between  St.  Peter  and 
liift  Apostle,  an  union,  tepresented,  at  this 
4ay,t>y  that  which  exists  between  the1>i- 
Mops  and  onrsehres,  &c.  See.  accordingly, 
we  protest  that  ^e  are  determined  to  pre- 
i^rve,  for  ourselves,  the  plenitude  of  our 
primacy,  and  the  dependence  of  all  bi- 
shops upon  our  see,  as  it  is  ordamed  by 
the  pontifical  bulls,  the  sacred  eanonv, 
and  the  councils.''— Ae/a/^,  &c.  vol.  1, 
p.  40. 

"  His  Holiness  orders  it  to  tie  stated 
that  the  original  duty  of  subjection  and 
Idlegiance  (t.  e.  to  the  natural  sovereign) 
eannot  prevail  against  the  sacred  engage- 
fnents,  which  the  cardinals  (and  bishops) 
contract  towards  the  church  of  <jrOd,  by 
their  oaths  of  consecration.''-— Ibid.  vol.  1, 
p.  12*. 

"The  Pope  is  not  8fm|ily  bishop  df 
Bome,  but  pastor  Hf  the  universatl  churc^h, 
in  virtue  of  which  he  has  the  right  of 
choosing  his  Own  nrin inters  and  co-opera- 
tors in  the  apti^tolate,  from  ainong  ail  the 
liations  of  the  earth.  'And  the  clergy  of 
Rome  has  Always,  frorii  the  earliest  times, 
been  composed,  not  of  Bomani  alotie,  bat 


betaken  to  aniatrnsive  or  bereticl^  goveni* 
ment;||  6\  that  the  modem  morality  of 

"         *  ■  '  ■  I        ■         >^  II      11        Mil.  II  lH»i    ■■■ 

of  individuals  of  eve^y  nation."— jfteftutbn, 
&c.  vol.  1,  p.  16f. 

jl  '^  This  is  not  odly  the  ^o^ertlmeilt  of 
a  stranger,  but  a  governnient,  nolorioasly 
interfering  with  the  s^ilual  power,  in 
every  place  tp  which  it  extends,  and  a  pro- 
tector of  all  sects,  atid  all  forn^  of  Worship. 
This  system'^of  ind\f&imi%m,  which  sop^ 
poses  no  religion  to  be  iroe,  is  that 
which  is  the  inost  Injurious  and  the  moit 
opposite  to  the  Catholic  Apostolic  Roman 
religion,  n^hich,  because  it  is  dmuie,  la 
necessarily  ihe  ^nty  <mt ;  and  awnoi  fonh 
(amy  nUitmcc  wkh  any  oiher ;  any  more  tbaA 
Christ  with  Belial,  the  Kght  with  darfN 
Hess,  truth  with  error,  ot  true  piety  wUft 
impiety* 

'"  That  mat)  can  neither  knbw,  tior  )ov6 
tikaft  most  holy  religion^  out  ^  the  pult  ^ 
tokich  thertUno  kopetif  naloaHon^  who  doea 
not  trenbMe,  wi\h  hotrror,  at  the  sitoatiott 
in  whith  he  will  be  plaeed,  under  the  n«# 
government ;  who  does  not  pereerre,  of 
himself,  that  he  cfcnnot,  without  a  manl* 
fest  injustice,  ii^deed  v^tbout  tn&nhom  sn*- 
crikge,  afford  any  sort  of  adherence,  hf 
vour,  approbation,  6^  co-operation'  wilb 
strch  a  government. 

^  It  follows  hence,  1  ift.  That  it  can  nevet 
be  aflo^ed  to  take  an  tm^fttii  omh  tffidt' 
lity  to  such  a  govetMaent.  Miy,  That  it 
is  unlawful  to  atcept  and  hold  any  officei 
und^r  it,  tending  to  its  support  and  Aiain- 
tenance ;  because  it  ia  a  general  principle; 
that  no  one  is  pftmfHted  to  enter  or  p^r* 
severe  in  a  state  fdans  un  ^i)  however 
necessary  for  his  sutraiftenee,  if  it  ia  in^ 
comrpattible  with  his  conscience,  and  witb 
the  interests  of  his  eternal  aahration. 

"  But  with  a  view  to  the  public  trata* 
quilTity,  the  Pope  allows  ah<oath  of  pa$» 
ihe  allegiance  to  b/e  taken,  according  tbik 
fbrmola.*^*  I  promise  and  swear  to  Uikt 
no  part  in  any  conspiracy,  plot  or  sed^tiott 
again^  the  existhig  government,  atad  lihe^ 
wise  to  be  submissive  and  obedient  to  i^ 
in  every  thing  which  may  not  be  contrttrr 
tothelawtof God  and  oftheholy  church.''' 
*-^Rdatian,kc.  vol.  1,  p.  19). 

«'  Can  we  possibly  dispense  eccleafostiea 
from  the  pontifical  latv  of  the  satreTl  ea* 
nons,  which  prohibits  them  fi'om  ttlkidg; 
any  oath  of  ndelity  tothe  lay  '{dr  ae* 
curar  power)  froih  Wh6tn  they  do  not  re^ 
ceiv^oiry  Tempordlitff"  Com.^  ^Latttaik 
fF.  dtt  Sermm.-^'HmHoH,  ttcmA.  %  p. 
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the  Papal  tee  »  nearly  the  same  at  here- 
tofore ;  §,  and  6%  that  the  Papal  power  of 


%  ''  Ball  of  Iddulgencet  to  the  Cardi- 
nals, archbishops,  bishops,  aod  vicars  ca* 
pitblar  of  France  and  Italy.  Feb.  1809. 
Vol  2,  p.  109. 

^Indulgences  concerning  Marriage. 

,  *•  Some  of  yon  have  reqaested  the  fa- 
culty  of  dispensing,  or  giving  permission 
for  marriages  to  be  contracted  between 
parties,  one  of  whom  professes  the  Catho- 
lic faith,  and  the  other  heresy.  But  you 
know  perfectly  well  that  the  true  Catholic 
Church  has  ever  strongly  reprobated  mar- 
riages with  heretics ;  the  Church  has  them 
in  horror p  as  has  been  said  by  Clement  1 1, 
our  predecessor,  of  happy  memory ;  '  on 
account  of  the  multiplied  sjnriiual  dangers 
which  they  produce.'— -The  same  laws^ 
which  induced  him  to  forbid  Chriaiant  to 
intermarry  with  the  It^fidelt,  also  deter- 
mined him  to  prohibit  the  sacrilegious 
nuptials  of  Caikolict  with  Ueretict.  On 
this  principle,  notwithstanding  the  most 

gressmg  instances  on  the  part  of  the 
ishops,  the  holy  see  has  ne?er  consented 
to  grant  this  faculty,  especially  in  Europe ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  special  reasons 
urged  b^  several  of  you,  arising  from  the 
actual  situation  .  of  France,  the  utmost 
which  can  be  done  is,  for  the  Pope  to 
take  the  matter  into  his  most  serious  con- 
aideration.''— Vol.  2,  p.  109. 

**  6.  Indulgence  to  dispense,  in  the  case 
fd  marriage^  with  the  impediment  result- 
ing from  the  crime  of  adultery  between 
the  parties,  with  a  promise  of  future  mar- 
fiage,  provided  nevertheless  that  neither 
of  the  parties  had  efficaciously  contri- 
buted to  the  death  of  the  deceased  hus- 
band. 

.  ^15  and  14.  Indulgences  to  dispense 
the  incestuous  parties,  in  cases,  where  the 
right  to  demand  the  conjogfil  duty  has 
been  lost  by  occult  and  carnal  commerce 
with  a  near  relative,  either  in  the  first  or 
second  degree,  on  condition  of  penance, 
Ac.  EhignaneiU  d'cceadm^  Sfc 
y  o  To  di^>ense,  where  marriage  ha$  been 
contracted,  with  the  occult  imp^iment  of 
the  firit  and  second  desree  of  affinity, 
proceeding  from  carnal  and  criminal 
anion,  provided  that  the  crime  has  not 
been  committed  with  the  moiker  qfihe  wife, 
before  the  birth  of  the  latter,  and  not 
otherwise;  on  conditions  similar  to  the 
preceding.  15.  To  dispense,  in  a  similar 
tUt,  where  the  marriage  ^  no^  (c«ii  >i^ 


excommunicating  oflbnding  prinees  and 
their  subjects,  under  theoecrees  of  the 
.Council  of  Trent,  is  now  exercised  at  in 
former  times.  §§ 

Mr.  Yorke  also,  among  other  pasMMs, 
quoted  the  foilowine  words,  firom  tho  Ma- 
nual of  Doctrine  and  Discipline,  now  need 
by  the  college  of  Mayuooth  (TractaL  de 
Ecclesi^] :  "  Itaoue  maximo  in  pretio 
illud  Concilium  (Trideotinum  sciiicet)  ha^ 
here  debent  omnes  Clerici,  com  rationa 
dogmatum,  sit  veluti  omnium  preceden- 
tium  synodorum  compendium ;  et  rationa 
disciphnae,  dici  merito  possit  manuale, 
sacerdotum,  vel  omnium  qui  sacerdotio 
sunt  initiandt.'' 

[After  reasoning  upon  these  documents, 
and  shewing  how  completely  they  proved 
the  position  that  the  court  of  Rome  was 
not  materially  changed  in  doctrine  and 
discipline,  from  what  it  was  heretofore,  he 
continued.] 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  substantiate  the 
fact,  that  the  Romish  clergy  qontinoe  to 
possess  and  to  practise  a  very  powerful 
and  mischievous  influence  over  the  laity 
of  that  persuasion,  both  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  For  this  purpose,  I  refer  to 
whiEit  passed  in  England  in  1769-90,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  famous  controversy 
between  the  Catholic  Committee,  to  whom 
the  conduct  of  the  Bill  (usually  called 
Mr.  Mitford's  Act)  was  committed,  m  its 
passage  through  parliament,  and  the  three 
apostolic  vicars,  upon  the  subject  of  the 


concluded,  but  is  ready  to  take  place,  and 
cannot  be  delayed  for  the  special  dispen* 
sation  of  the  holy  see  without  great  scan* 
dsiV'^ReloHon,  &c.  vol.  2,  p.  149. 

§§  Bull  of  Excommunication  against 
Buonaparte  and  his  adherents,  1809. 

"  Hmc  autoritate  omnipotentis  Dei  ei 
S.  Sanctorum  Apostolorum  Petri  et  P^uli 
ncNotiri; 

"  Declaramus  eos  omnes,  &c.  excouH 
mimicationem  majorem  aliasque  censuraa 
ac  paenas  ecclesiasticas  A  sacris  canoniboa 
et  apostolicis  constitutionibus  'Ot  genera* 
lium  conciliorum,  Tridentini  prsesertim 
(Sess.  22.  cap.  de  Reform.)  decretis  in« 
flicta^,  incnrrisse;  et  eos  excommunica- 
mus  et  anathematizamus  de  novo.  Npmob^ 
UantUmi  constitutionibus  et  ordinatioiiibna 
apostolicis,  necnon  qoibusvis,  etiam jnra- 
mcnlo,  confirmatione  apostolica,  vel  quivia 
alii  firmitate,  roboratis  statutis,  et  conaoe^ 
tudinibus  ac  usibus,  ac  stylis  etiam  imme* 
morabilibns,''  etc.  elc.«-iktoidn»  &Ct  voU 
S,  p.  76. 
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<Mitb^  propoled  by  the  fiNrmer,  and  insttt- 
ed  upoD^  as  strictly  conformabit  to  the 
original  declaration  and  protestation, 
which  had  been  sabscribed  by  a  Tery 
great  namber  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity 
of  that  day,  and  by  the  said  three  vicars 
apostolic  themselves ;  though  they  after* 
wards  renoonced  their  signatures,  and  dis* 
clatnied  and  reprobated  the  instrument 
itself,  as  well  as  Che  very  able  and  con- 
Tincinr  arguments  in  support  of  it,  ad- 
duced by  the  Catholic  committee,  by  an 
Encyclical  letter,  by  which  they  required 
absohlte  submission  to  their  decrees  ex 
Cmhedrd,  and  to  which,  in  spite  of  rea- 
son, justice,  and  sound  doctrine,  which 
were  all  on  the  side  of  the  committee,  it 
was  ultimately  obliged  to  submit. 

I  also  refer  to  what  pasted  in  Ireland 
a  few  years  ago  on  the  subject  of  the 
Veto,  or  approbation  of  the  crown,  pro- 
posed to  be  exercised  by  it  upon  the  no- 
mination and  selection  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic bishops  of  that  part  of  the  empire ; 
on  which  occasion,  after  much  disgraceful 
shifting  and  tergiversation,  on  the  part  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishops,  the  laity,  at 
last,  implicitly  submitted  to  the  6at  of 
their  clergy ;  when  reason,'  justice,  policy, 
and  the  constant  undisputed  practice,  in 
all  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  Catholic 
or  non-Catholic,  were  unequivocally  on 
their  side. 

Hence  it  may  Ikirly  be  concluded,  that 
the  tenets  of  the  Romish  church  generally, 
the  submission  of  its  clergy  to  the  papal 

{%.  e.  a  foreign)  jurisdicyon,  and  of  Ua 
aity  to  this  so  influenced  clergy,  remain 
newrly  as  they  were  heretofore^  It  fol- 
lows then  that  we  ought  to  enquire  in 
what  state  this  foreign  supreme  jurisdic- 
tion now  is,  with  reference  to  the  state  of 
aflSurs  m  Europe  at  this  most  alarming 
crisis.  [Mr.  Yorke  then  referred  to  vari- 
ous transactions,  which  have  lately  passed 
between  Buonaparte  and  the  P^pe,  parti- 
cularly in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
latter  from  Rome  to  Savona,  and  subse- 
quently to  Fontainbleau ;  toBuonapart^is 
fublic  and  solemn  declarations  that  the 
renoh  empire  should  submit  to  no  spiri- 
tual nor  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  but  such 
SM  should  be  resident  within  itself,  k,c. 
%LC.  as  well  as  to  the  new  Concordat,  very 
recently  concluded  upon  between  the 
Pope  and  Buonaparte  at  Paris;  from 
whicb  it  dearly  appears  that  the  former 
has  finally  submitted  to  become  the  sub*> 
jeet  and  vassal  of  the  latter.  Buona- 
paite's  great  ami^iety,  on  these  subjects. 


was  a  clear  proof  of  the  real  power  of  the 
Pope,  and  of  the  real  importance  the  ruler 
of  France  attached  tp  his  character,  al- 
though his  slave  and  prisoner;  and  the 
pains  this  eldest  son  of  the  Church  and 
rightful  successor  of  Charlemagne,  had 
recently  taken,  with  regard  to  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  bishops  of  France  and  Italy, 
afforded  a  lesson  which  ought  not  to  be* 
lost  upon  us.] 

Mr.  Yorke  then  proceeded :— I  have 
ever  thought  that  there  was  less  danger  to 
be  apprehended,  to  this  Protestant  com-' 
munityi  from  this  foreign  ecclesiastical 
influence,  while  the  Pope  was  resident  at 
Rome,  and  possessed  of  an  open,  inde- 
pendent, temporal  sovereignty  there,  than 
as  now,  when  the  Pope,  powerless  and 
degraded  as  ho  is  described  to  be  (but 
still  evidentl^r  possessing  a  most  impor- 
tant spiritual  influence),  is  completely  in 
the  hands  of  Buonaparte.  In  tne  former 
case  it  was  possible  that  somethmg  might 
be  accomplished  (through  negociation), 
for  settling  this  question,  between  our 
Protestant  state  and  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  the  British  empire ;  but  in  the  latter, 
it  is  apparent  that  nothing  satisfactory  can 
be  within  out  reach* 

I  must  here  agam  declare,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  it  is  to  this  foreign  interference  and 
jurisdiction,  implicitly  submitted  to  by  the 
Popish  clergy  of  these  realms,  that  I  prin- 
cipally object ;  •  I  consider  the  other  pe- 
culiar doctrines  of  the  Romish  faith,  suck 
as  transubstantiation,  worship  of  saints, 
auricular  confession,  penance,  &c.  to  be  of 
comparatively  trifling  importance;  an 
importance,  which  attaches  to  their  tenets, 
almost  entirely  in  my  opinion,  on  account 
of  the  practicability  of  their  becoming 
subservient  to  the  views  of  af  oreiflpfi  power, 
acting,  through  the  Pope,  upon  the  minds 
and  consciences  of  individuals  of  this  per* 
suasion.  But  it  is  said  that  we  have  al- 
ready conceded  s6  much,  that  little  or  no- 
thing is  left  to  give;  and  we  are  con- 
demned for  withholding  that,  which  oiily 
C'nces  irritatidn.  But  is  it  true  that  the 
an  Catholics  deem  that,  which  they 
now  demand,  as  of  little  or  no  importance } 
Are  i^ats  in  this  and  the  other  House  of  Par« 
liament  nothing  ?  Is  the  command  of  fleets 
and  armies,  and  to  partake  in  the'supreme 
administration  of  justice,  of  trifling  conse- 
quence ?  For  my  part,  I  am  of  a  very  aif^ 
ferent  way  of  thinking;,  and  cannot  con- 
template, without  serious  apprehensions; 
the  growth  of  a  Roman  Catholic  paity,in- 
troduGod  into  parliameBtii  and  acting  uni- 
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forply  together,  wUb  one  oi:jeci  m  Tiew* 
We  ell  koi^w  what  even  a  mall  party  it 
capable  4»f  eflRsotiiig  in  tbii  way- — AoA  U 
itiquile  imprebable  ibat  such  a  party,  act- 
ing in  concert  witb  Proiettast  Ditfenterfl, 
and  tl^a|^b  tbe  medium^  for  ioatanoe,  of 
the  abolkiofl  of  tythe\  may  not  be  able, 
VI  pr^^ceM  of  time,  to  bring  the  church 
establishfiient  i&to  danger;  and  eventu- 
ally shake  the  yery  foundations  of  the 
nUte? 

Qn  tbe  other  band,  what  ace  the  dan- 
gers wMh  which  we  are  threatened,  should 
yte  not  think  fit  to  concede  that,  which  }§ 
pow  so  pertinaciously  demanded  ?•<- 
Phraseology  and  circumlocution  apart,  we 
ave  fairly  told  that  we  must  expect  inswr- 
tection  and  rebellion,  on  the  part  «f  the 
Irish  Eeman  Catholics,  and  the  eventual 
separation  from  British  connexion,  ahonld 
we  prove  obdurate.  I  d^  not  believe  it. 
That  t^ere  are  atfhators  in  Ireland,  X  do 
believe,  who  endeavour  to  make  «se  of 
this  Catholic  Question  to  cover  their  trai- 
torous and  malignant  designs.  But  Mo 
belisve,  that  the  main  body  of  the  BomtQ 
Catholics,  both  there  gnd  here,  are  loyal 
men  ;  and  I  am  persuaded,  that  they  are 
much  too  wise  and  prudent,  to  be  the-  io- 
atigatora  and  the  victima  of  rebelUon  and 
civil  war;  to  sacrifice  their  share  of  thie 
greatest  temporal  blessings,  of  such  real 
com^rt,  opulence,  {>eace,  and  security,  as 
sorely  were  never  surpassed  by  any  des* 
eription  of  men,  in  any  country  whatever. 

And  all  for  what  ?  Not  ^r  any  positive 
grievance  or  oppression,  affecting  their  pri- 
vate rights  Wtanes,' liberty,  or  haj^i- 
pess;  not  for  the  want  of  liberal  and 
effiectual  toleration  of  their  religion,  rightly 
understood ;  not  for  ^ny  denial  of  justice 
betwceen  meaistfidnan;  not  on  a^ooount 
of  the  abseiMe  of  ^any  real  temporal  bie8»> 
ing^  bat  for  «  grievance,  if  not  ideal  in 
the  i^bstf ao^  yet  amountiag  to  littie  more 
in 4he  concrete:;  lor  the  auaining  of  cer- 
tain contingent  .privileges  which  could, 
by  possibiU^,  nttach  only  to  the  smidlest 
aasignsble  number,  from  among  the  many  ^ 
(en  thousandaof  tbe.Boman  Catholic  po- 
pulation of  the 'empire. 
.  I  confess,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  requires  •ao 
imsilehareof  tpetience  %q  litten  to  those, 
who,while  they  cemplainof  the  <opprc#- 
live  restrainis,  of  the  slavery  of  our  Brl- 
lish  Protestant  institutions,  continue  ipas- 
sJvely  and  slavishly  to  submit  their  necks 
to  the  ^oke  of  a  foreign  spiiitoal  tyranny, 
aiwch  as  all  history  has  proved  it  to  be. 
TohfM:  ithe«i«ryii^Qttt  >tor  ^nimiupation» 


4fr.  (kmm'f  lMmfot9  Qfmmiftee       |^ 


from  the  bood«gsf|  fi^rsooth,  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  and  Acta  of  Settlement,  and  palier* 
ing  with  their  aUegiance  to  the  bime  of 
Brunswick,  wiiile  t^-y  fall  prostrate  before 
the  decrees  of  the  coiuucils  of  Lateran  an4 
Trent,  tfnd  tremble  at  ibe  bulla  and  re« 
scripts  of  some  miserable  Italian  or  Freaob 
Prelate,  who  u  himself  the  chained  and 
pensioned  vassal  of  the  most  mortal  and 
implacable  foreign  enemy  their  i04>\mtry 
ever  had,  of  the  moat  detestable  and 
execrable  tyrant,  whom  the  wcirld  ever  saw* 

Whom  have  they  to  blame  ibr  this  state 
of  degradation  and  ii^eriority,  of  whioh 
they  so  loudly  and  pertinaciously  com* 
plain  ?  Whom  but  thiemaelves  ?  Why  d# 
they  not  dare  to  raise  their  eyes  abov» 
this  night  of  spiricoal  4arkness  and  igno« 
funce,  in  which  they  voluntarily  suffer 
themselves  to  be  involved  ?  Why  do  they 
not  shake  off  this  scandalous  foreign  yoke? 
Wby,  at  least,  do  they  not  agcee  fMoong 
themselves  (I  do  not  say  to  ab^iure  the 
peculiar  tenets  and  articles  of  their  iaith), 
hot  to  abjare  this  foreign  interference,  in 
the  appoimmant  of  their  spiritual  pnston^ 
whom  they  might  chnse  and  nominate 
among  themselves,  by  capitular  or  pro« 
vincial  election,  and  who  might  be  instil 
tuted  and  consecrated  afterwards,  .by  ^the 
hands  of  their  metropolitans,  or  ddest 
bishops,  in  whoai,  they  will  not  deny,  that 
the  apostolic  succession  continues  to  exisU 
For  what,  if  it  was  not  to  aid  them  in 
shaking  off  the  neoessity  of  foreign  inter* 
ference  in  these  respects,  and  to  leaahle 
them  to  exercise  the  jqst  and  enlightened 
discipline  of  a  domestic  church,  was  Ae 
national  college  of  Maynooth  establiAed  ? 
Why  is  it  now  supported  by  a  ProteatMl 
community  jat  a  great  expenoe  ? 

But  it  is  said  Uiat  citiaens  of  tfie  sikm^ 
state -ought  to  be  entitled  to  eqiuM  pcivi- 
leges.  But  in  what  sense  can  those  ha 
asserted  tol»e  citittns,  wbo.prj^lbs&aidivided 
allegiance?  No  man  ^an  secv«  tm^ 
masters.  The  Roman  Catholics  of  this  4»y 
consul  to  pay  only  a  hajtf  aUegiance^  mm 
are  .to  be  considerad  only  as  half  aobjecia 
of  our  lord  the  King.  The  Pop^  baa  ^ 
other  moiety  of  tileir  jillegiaiice;  sund 
how  can  those,  who  »will  Jiot  agree  to  be 
eitizens,  on  the  footing  of  their  felloiw^rab* 
joots,  h^ve  a  right  to  expect  to  enjogr  ikm 
completttand  perfect  privitegesof  cittswna^ 

J,  for  one,  am  decided,  that,  until  Ix^ 
ceive  justand  adequate aatisfaction,  on  thia 
essential  point  of  foceign  interianmoe^AP 
consideration  ahall  indu6e  me  to  ngree.it^ 
concede  the  fiemaa  ^CnthoUc  i^aimiw^^^ 
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the  extent  le  which  they  appear  now  to 
be  carried  ;  for  I  am  not  speaking  of  mi- 
nor and  less  important  reYaxfitiqns^  which 
nay  be  deemed  expedient  and  proper,  to 
get  rid  of  existing  anomalies.  But  I  most 
also  mention  another  point  on  which  I  am 
inclined  to  expect  some  satisfaction,  with 
reference  to  the  present  sitaation  of  af- 
ftiirs ;  I  mean  some  authentic  declaration 
of  opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  Catholic 
bishops  and  clergy  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  as  tb  what  they  will  consider  as 
the  canonical  election  of  the  new  Pope, 
the  successor,  that  is  to  be,  of  Pius  7.  I 
thhik  we  hare  a  fair  right  to  complain 
that,  daring  the  agitation  of  this  important 
qoeslion,  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  have 
•hewn  themselves  so  little  disposed  to  deal 
candidly  and  explicitly  with  us  on  this 
subject.  Before  I  agree  to  go  any  farther, 
I  desire  to  be  distinctly  Informed  whether 
Buonaparte's  nominee  is  intended  to  be 
acknowledged  as  the  true  canonical  Pope  ? 
Whether  he  is  to  be  entitled  to  their  spi- 
ritoal  allegiance  ?  Whether  he  is  to  be- 
come the  keeper  of  British  and  Irish  Roman 
Catholic  consciences  ?  In  a  recent  publi- 
cation, to  which  I  ha?e  already  adverted,* 
there  is  the  following  corious  passage  : 
^  The  archbishop's  palace  at  Paris  is  re- 
pairine  (br  the  Pope ;  and  it  is  even  in- 
tended to  pay  him  some  external  honours. 
But  we  roost  not  be  deceived  ;  all  this  is 
mily  an  infernal  poHcy,  a^d  to  throw  dust 
in  the  eyes  of  Austria,  Saxony,  Ireland, 
Sicily,  and  all  Catholic  nations.  The 
emperor  seeing  the  Pope's  health  decay 
daffy,  would  be  glad  for  him  to  end  his 
days  in  Paris,  to  the  end  that  the  Anti- 
pope,Vhom  be  certainly  Will  endeavour  to 
make,  nay  appear  with  the  better  grace 
to  succeed  the  immortal  Pius  7.  But  it 
is  very  clear  the  Pope  named  by  Buona- 
parte will  not  be  the  real  one,  and  those 
persona  most  be  truly  blind  who  allow 
themselves  to  be  deceived."  Very  well ; 
this  is  the  opinion  of  the  compilerf  of  this 
book^  who,  no  doubt,  is  a  good  Catholic. 
Why  then  do  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
<9feat  Britain  and  Ireland  hesitate  aboot 
giving  us  some  satisfaction  beforehand, 
upon  a  point,  which  mqst  be  admitted  to 
b^  of  considerable  importance,  and  ppon 
which  bitherte,  as  far  as  I  know,  they  have 
been  at  silent  and  secret  as  the  grave. 
TJpon  the  whole  matter  it  appears  to  me 

V 

, .  1 1  ■  -  -  -,      -         

*  Relation  de  ce  qui  se  pasaa  A  Rome, 
4:c.    {Vide  Ajmendix). 

t  The  Abb4  de  ia  Trappf* 
(VOL.XXIV.) 


that  the  evident  impracticability  of  coming 
ro  any  satisfactory  conclusion  at  present, 
and  the  various  new  circumstances  which 
have  airisen,  since  the  Resolution  of  last 
session  was  adopted,  are  conclusive  rea« 
sons  against  gomg  into  this  copimittee. 
No  gentleman  ought  to  be  considered  at 
pleoged  in  any  manner,  as  to  the  vote, 
which  he  is  to  give,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. Since  the  dissolution  of  the  last 
parliament,  the  situation  of  affiiirs  hat 
been  materially  changed,  with  regard  to 
the  condition  of  the  Pope  ;  with  regard  4o 
the  sentiments  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
body ;  and  above  all,  with  regard  to  the 
opinions  both  of  the  British  and  Irish 
Protestants.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  cannot  agree  that  it  is  possible  to  fulfil 
the  words  of  the  Resolution,  to  reconcile 
all  parties,  and  to  produce  the  general  sa« 
tisfaction  and  concord  of  til  classes  of  bit 
Majesty's  subjects.  On  the  contrary,  it 
seems  to  me,  that,  by  acceding  to  the  mo- 
tion, we  shall  do  great  inischief,  as  it  wilt 
rather  tend  to  keep  alive,  than  to  allay, 
religious  disputes ;  I  shall  therefore  giva 
the  proposition  my  decided  negative. 

Mr.  John  Hcnrv  Anjfri— Mr.  Speaker^ 
bavinff  conctnrred  m  the  Resolution,  which 
the  House  came  to  in  the  last  session,  of 
the  last  parliament,  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  state  of  the  laws  af- 
feg^ing  Roman  Catholics,  with  a  view  to  a 
satisfactory  and  conciliating  adjustment,  I 
should  thmk  myself  guilty  of  a  great  in- 
consistency if  I  did  not  vote  for  the  pre* 
sent  motion.  The  petitions  on  the  tabl^ 
of  the  House,  against  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims,  are  entitled  to  be  treated  with  re- 
spect, and  the  petition  from  the  University, . 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  r» 
particularly  entitled  to  this  respect  from 
me,  from  the  personal  knowledge  I  have 
of  the  character  of  BOrny  of  its  supporters ; 
but,  viewing  the  question  as  one,  not  of  a 
local  nor  partial  nature,  but  as  affecting 
the  common  interests  of  the  empire,  I 
must  exercise  my  independent  judgment, 
whoever  they  may  be  from  whom  I  differ. 
So  far  as  the  petition  expressed  an  anxioat 
desire  for  the  security  of  oor  constitution 
in  church  and  state,  so  far  I  cordially  con- 
cur in  it ;  but  so  far  as  it  might  be  con- 
ceiyed  to  imply  an  opinion  that  the  con* 
tinoance  of  all  the  restrictions,  at  presenf 
in  force  against  our  Roman  Catholic  hU 
low  subjects,  is  essential  to  that  security,  S0 
far  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  differ  from 
it.    It  is  clear,  from  a  reriew  of  the  biii*^ 
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tory  of  the  penal  laws,  that  they  were  oot 
80  much   aimed  at  the  religion  as  at  the 
politics  of  the  Roman  Catholics;    they 
cannot  be  considered  as  essential  parts  of 
our  constitution  either  In  church  or  state  ; 
since  the  laws  which  first  excluded,  and 
now  exclude,  them  from  office  and  parlia- 
inent,  viz.  the  25th  and  50th  Car.  2,  were 
enacted    nearly  a  century    and   a  half 
after  the  Reformation,  from  which  our  ec- 
clesiasticacl  onstilution  takes  its  date ;  and 
some  years  before  the  Revolution,  when 
our  civil  constitution  was  perfected  ;  and 
since  the  partial  repeal  of  many  of  these 
laws,  in  the  acts  of  18th  and  31st  of  the 
King,  shews  that  the  legislature  has  never 
€een  any  thing  so  sacred  and  fundamental 
in  their  character,  as  to  prevent  their  re- 
moval,   when   the  necessity,  which  ori. 
finally  directed  their  enactment,  appeared 
no  longer   to  require  their  continuance. 
As  the  '  res  dura  et  regni  novitas,'  which 
was  the  justification  of  our  anaestors,  does 
not  apply  to  the  present  times,  so  neither 
are  the  principles,  on  which  these  laws 
are  now  defended,  the  same  as  those  on 
which  they  were  grounded.    The  prin- 
ciple of  toleration,  much  to  the  creait  of 
the  present  times,  is  now  almost  univer- 
sallv  admitted,  in  its  application  to  the 
Catholics  ;  who  were  however  excluded 
jfrom  its  benefits  by  some  of  the  wisest  and 
most  liberal  of  our  ancestors  in  former 
times ;    in  proof  of  which   Mr.   Locke's 
sentiments  and  those  of  bishop  Burnet, 
where  he  assigns  his  reasons  for  voting  for 
the  11th  and  12th  of  Will.  3,  are  remark- 
able.    The  question  which  has  arisen  in 
the  debate  of  this  night,  whether  Roman 
Catholics  could  claim  the  removal  of  their 
political  disabilities  as  a  right,  'u^^petitio 
principli  on  both  sides,  since  it  depends  on 
the  main  question,  whether  the  safety  of 
the  state  requires  their  continuance.    The 
admission  of  a  small  number  of  Roman 
Catholics  into  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
does  not  appear  more  likely  to  be  pre- 
judicial to  our  establishments,  than  the 
admission  of  a  small  number  of  Presbyte- 
rians at  present.    The  doctrine,  that  a  so- 
vereign cannot  be  faithfully  or  efiectually 
served,  except  by  persons  professing  the 
•ame  religion  with  himself,  is  contradicted 
by  history,  (in  proof  of  whiqh  it  might  be 
sufficient  to  produce  the  example  of  Sully 
the  Protestant  minister  of  Henry  4,  and  of 
count  Witgenslein,  the  triumphant  Catho- 
lic general  of  an  heretic  master  against  his 
Catholic  enemies;)  and  has  no  foundation 
in  our  constitution  j  because  the  reasons,  for 


which  our  constitution  declares  the  crown 
to  be  essentially  Protestant,  do  not  apply  to 
the  ministers  of  tbe  crown;  since  the  king 
\»  the  head  of  the  established  church,  aim 
must  therefore  profess  the  established  re- 
ligion ;  or  else  this  absurdity  would  follow, 
that  the  head  might  have  one  faith  and  the 
members  another ;    and,  because  in  point 
of  expediency,  there  is  no  comparison  be- 
tween  the  two  cases,  since  the  laws  pro- 
vide  an  easy  remedy   against  the  mal- 
practices of  a  responsible  minister,  bat 
none  against  those  of  an  irresponsible  so- 
vereign.     The  apprehension   of  danger, 
from  the  recognition  of  the  Pope's  spi- 
ritual   supremacy   by  Roman  ^Catholics, 
does  not  seem  to  consist  solely  in  their 
denial  of  the  King's,  which  is  common  to 
them  with  the  Presbyterians,  nor  siolely  in 
their  acknowledgment  of  a  foreign  juris- 
diciion,  which  is  the  case  also  of  the  Mo- 
ravians, but  arises  out  of  that  sort  of  pre- 
judice, which  may  be  entertained  by  men 
of  the  most  upright  intentions  and  th* 
greatest  learning,  who  are  more  intimately 
conversant  with  tbe  controversies  and  his- 
tory of  remote  ages,  than  with  the  state  of 
Europe  at  present,  and  the  events  of  the 
last  century,  during  which  there  is  per- 
haps no  instance  to  be  found  of  this  autho- 
rity of  the  Pope  having  seduced  a  single 
Catholic  from  his  loyalty  and  allegiance 
to  his  temporal  prince  ;  the  gratuitous  as- 
sumption of  inadmissible  demands,  tobt 
made  hereafter,  by  the  Catholics,  is  no  ar- 
gument against  granting  them  what  is 
reasonable  at  present;  that  the  present 
question  does  not  aOect  the  doctrine,  dis- 
cipline, nor  government,  tbe  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  authority    of   the   established 
church.    It  is  a  question  solely  on  the  ex- 
pedience of  relieving  the  Catholics  from 
their  political  disabilities ;    and  our  coO' 
stitution  would  be  as  much  violated  by  ad- 
mitting them  to  ecclesiastical  privileges, 
as  it  now  is  by  excluding  them  from  civil 
ones.— -Finally,  the  weight  of  authority  is 
already  on  this  side  of  the  question ;  I 
have  great  gratification  in  quoting  the  opi- 
nions of  the  late  archdeacon  Paley ;  but 
tbe  union  of  the  most  eminent  practical 
statesmen  is  complete ;  and  when  I  con- 
sider that  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  who  dis- 
agreed on  almost  every  other  subject,  and 
carried   the  nation  along  with  them  in 
their  disagreement,  were  onited   on  the 
policy  of  Catholic  concession,  I  cannot 
but  think  it  strange,  that  those  who  im- 
plicitly adopted  tbe  opinions  of  either  tlm 
one  or  the  othtr,  when  they  were  al  vari- 
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ahce*  should  hesitate  in  their  assent^  \i'hen 
the  concurrence  of  the  two  increased  the 
probability  that  each  i^asjnthe  right.  I 
am  sure  none  of  the  frit^ndsot  Mr.  Pitt  will 
deny  that  il  was  his  opinion  tliat  the  civil 
inabilities  of  the  Catholics  might  be  re- 
moved without  prejudice  to  tbe^cburch, 
and  with  material  benefit  to  the  state ; 
although  an  obstaqle  too  notorious  to  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  do  more  than  allude  to 
it,  which  continued  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  but  is  now  removed,  prevented 
iiim  from  making  the  attempt  to  carry 
that  opinion  into  prartical  effect.  I  think 
that,  particularly  considering  the  state  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the'apprehensions  of 
.  danger  which  exist  in  respectable  quar- 
ters, it  would  not  be  the  part  of  wisdom  in 
the  legislature  to  discard  from  their  de- 
liberation the  question  of  securities;  se- 
curities, however,  not  amounting  to  a 
Terbal  renunciation  of  their  religion  on 
ihe  part  of  those  of  whom  they  are  re- 
quired ;  but  such  securities  as  the  Roman 
Catholics  may  grant  and  the  Protestants 
ought  to  be  contented  with.  The  Com- 
mittee, 5houId  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  go  into  one,  will  be  the  proper 
place  for  this  part  of  the  discussion.  I 
thank  the  House  for  the  indulgence  with 
which  they  have  heard  me,  and  hope  that 
the  resolution  the  House  may  come  to  will 
be  fluch  as  to  conciliate  the  confidence  and 
affection  of  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow- 
iubjecta  without  endangering  the  Protea- 
tant  constitution  in  church  or  state. 

Mr.  William  Courtenay  addressed  the 
House  as  follows :— Mr.  Speaker,  upon  an 
occasion  of  such  expectation  as  this  i^,  I 
am  induced  to  offer  myself  to  the  notice 
of  the  House  by  one  consideration  alone. 
The  vote  which  1  shall  give,  in  favour  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  motion,  would 
have  sufficiently  recorded  my  opinion 
upon  the  subject  now  under  discussion, 
bat  it  would  not  have  recorded  the  grounds 
upon  which  that  opinion  is  founded. 
The  House  has  listened,  with  admiration 
and  delight,  to  the  sentiments  delivered 
by  distinguished  natives  of  Ireland,  who, 
from  their  talents,  their  experience,  and 
their  intimate  acquaintance  with  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom,  are  entitled  to  the 
highest  consideration.  I  could  not  help 
vnshing  to  add  the  opinion  of  an  English 
member  of  parliament^  founded  upon,  and 
confirmed  bv^  connection  and  acquaintance 
with  Ireland. 

I  apeak  of  Ireland,  Sir,  not  with  the 


partiality  of  a  native,  but  ^ith  the  affec- 
tion of  a  friend.  I  must  say,  Sir,  that  the. 
subject  appears  to  me  not  to  be  suflicient- 
ly  considered  in  a  practical  view.  Those 
who  oppose  the  present  motion,  feel 
alarmed  at  some  danger,  which,  they  ex- 
pect, would  follow  upon  the  concession  of 
any  further  privileges  to  our  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  fellow-subjetts ;  but  no  man  has  yet 
undertaken  to  point  out  or  put  before  the 
House  or  the  country,  in  any  tangible 
form,  the  nature  of  such  dangers  or  the 
source  from  which  they  are  to  flow.  Sir, 
I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  pretty  general, 
though  indefinite  idea,  of^  the  influence 
maintained  by  the  Catholic  clergy  over 
their  flocks,  and  a  notion  that  this  in-, 
fluence  may,  and  will,  be  employed,  for 
purposes  dangerous  to  the  Protestant  es- 
tablishment in  church  and  state.  But, 
supposing  this  influence  to  exist  to  the 
utmost  degree,  to  which  the  imagination 
of  any  person  can  carry  him,  I  never  yet 
could  learn,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  it  stated 
in  argument,  why  the  danger  from  it 
should  increase,  if  some  of  the  causes  of 
complaint,  some  of  the  sources'of  irritation 
which  now  exist  among  the  great  mass  of 
the  Catholic  population  in  'Ireland,  wera 
removed.  With  regard  however,  to  the 
degree  of  influence,  which  does  in  fact 
exist,  although  1  will  not  deny  that  it  is, 
in  some  degree,  to  be  found  in  Ireland, 
yet  I  will  venture  to  say  that  it  has  been 
and  is  upon  the  decline.  I  say  this,  with- 
out fear  of  being  contradicted  by  those 
who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  mternal 
state  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
and,  if  we  consider  the  grounds,  upon 
which  the  blind  submission  of  the  people, 
to  the  dictates  of  their  priests,  mainly 
rested,  we  shall  see  that  mahy  of  the  causei 
which  produced  this  effect,  have  ceased  to 
operate. 

Observe  what,  a  very  few  years  ago, 
was  the  situation  of  the  Irish  peasant  :— 
born  and  brought  up  upon  some  moun- 
tainous or  neglected  tract,  he  was  frequent- 
ly uninstructed,  even  in  the  language  of 
his  Protestant  fellow  subjects.  No  oppor- 
tunities were  afforded  to  Jiim  of  having 
those  principles  instilled  into  his  mind,  by 
which  men*  are  taught  to  become  good 
citizens  and  loyal  subjects  of  the  stata 
under  the  protection  of  which  they  live. 
He  had  no  friend  to  whom  he  could  apply 
for  relief  under  his  distresses,  for  advice 
as  to  his  conduct,  but  the  priest  to  whon^ 
he  was  attached  by  the  connection  of  a 
common  lapguajp  aud  by  the  ties  af 
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cally  pressed  upon  me«  and  hy  whose  as- 
sistance I  was  enabled  to  give  ellect  to  kt, 
was  the  Catholic  priest.  That  minister 
who,  by  some,  is  represented  as  perpe* 
tually  enga|^ed  ia  mischievous  intrigue^ 
but  whorn^  as  far  as  my  experience  hat 
gone,  I  have  invariably  found  m«st  sio- 
cerely  anxious  for,  and  actively  co- ope* 
rating  in,  any  plan  for  the  icuprovemeat 
of  the  people  and  the  advantage  of  h» 
country. 

Sir,  I  may  perhaps  look  at  this  part  of 
the  subject  with  too  sanguine  an  e^e ;  but 
I  do  confess  that,  to-my  mind*  this  readi- 
ness, or  rather  I  should  say,  this  eageroeit 
and  anxiety  of  the  Catholic  population  of 
Ireland  to  give  to  the  rising  generaiioo 
the  advantages  of  education,  do^  affi>rd  a 
prospect  of  more  efficient  and  permanent 
security  for  the  Protestant  establishmeit 
in  church  and  state,  than  the  most  san- 
guine legislator  could  hope  to  provide  by 
any  code  of  restrictive  regulations. 

Sir,  it  must  not  be  supposed,  becaose  t 
have  confined  myself  to  that  which  may 
perhaps  in  argument  be  termed  a  narrow 
view  of  the  question,  that!  do  not  feel  the 
importance  of  the  many  topics  which,  in  a 
more  general  view  of  the  subject,  have 
been  introduced  into  this  discussion.  Oiil 
of  reject  to  the  House,  1  have  purposely 
confined  myself  to  that  view  of  the  subject 
to  which  my  attention  has  been  partico* 
larly  drawn ;  but  which  1  consider  only 
as  one,  among  many  views  which  lead  ta 
the  same  conclusion.  Suffice  it  to  si^ 
that,  in  every  sentiment  expressed  in  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  and  laamed  ^n- 
tleman  (Mr.  Pi^nkett)  I  most  sincerely 
concur,  although  I  will  not  run  the  risk  of 
weakening  his  arguments  by  repeating 
them.  Thinking  therefore.  Sir,  liter  tki 
most-  attentive  consideration  of  all  which 
has  been  argued  upon  this  subject,  that 
very  much  may  be  safely  done  for  the 
Catholics,  and  being  confirmed  in  that 
opinion,  by  all  the  observatipii  which  I 
Ittve  been  enabled  to  make  upon  the  si- 
tuation, the  character,  and  the  conduct  «f 
those,  upon  whose  character  and  condnct 
the  safety  or  danger  «f  the  measure  mutt 
depend^  I  shall  give  my  vote  for  the  mo* 
tion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  with  a 
perfect  cenviction,  that,  in  so  doing,  I  h^tk 
consult  the  welfare  of  my  country,  aad 
the  well  understood  interests  of  the  Vh^ 
testatit  diurcfa. 

On  the  motion  of  lord  Castlereagh,  tha 
fiouse,  at  half  past  two  o'ctock  in  tba 
mamiggi  acyouraid. 


a  common  religion.  Certainly^  Sir,  it  was 
very  probable  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, the  Catholic  peasant  of  Ireland 
might  become  a  dangerous  instrument  ia 
the  hands  of  a  designing  leader.  But 
this  was  the  case,  not  because  he  was  Ca- 
tholic, but  because  he  was  neglected  and 
ignorant  :-*!  trust  and  believe.  Sir,  that  a 
better  order  of  things  is  now  opening  to 
our  view.  Every  year  shews  an  increas- 
ing degree  of  intielligence  among  th|it 
most  important  part  of  the  community. 
Looking  at  the  subject  in  this  point  of 
View,  I  confess  it  appears  to  me  that  much 
consolation  is  to  be  derived  from  some  of 
the  reports  now  upon  the  table  of  this 
House. — I  allude.  Sir,  to  the  reports  made 
by  the  commissioners  for  enquiring  into 
the  state  of  public  education  in  Ireland. 
These  reports.  Sir,  whilst  they  exhibit  a 
.lamentable  want  ^of  those  facilities,  which 
ought  to  have  been  afibrded  to  the  further- 
ance  of  such  an  object, present,  at  the  same 
time,  a  most  gratifying  picture  of  the 
eager  desire,  which  is  manifested  by  the 
ffreat  mass  of  the  population  of  Ira- 
land,  Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant, 
to  procure,  for  their  children,  the  ad- 
vantages of  education.  These  reports. 
Sir,  relate  to  various  parts  of  Ireland. 
They  have  perhaps  made  a  particular  im- 
pression upon  my  mind,  because  it  bap- 
pens  to  me  to  be  able  to  add  my  testimor^ 
to  the  same  effect  with  respect  to  another 
part  of  that  island. 

I  cannot  easily  forget.  Sir,  the  tooment 
when,  upon  one  of  the  wildest  tracts  of 
the  south  western  part  of  the  coanty  of 
Limerick,  I  was  myself  surrounded  by  an 
immense  multitude,  con^sed  altogether 
of  individuals  professing  the  Catholic 
faith,  clamouring  round  me,  and  urging 
me  to  procure  for  them,  from  their  land- 
lord, as  the  greatest  boon  which  it  was  in 
his  power  to  bestow,  the  means  of  giving 
to  tibeir  children  some  advantages  of  edu- 
cation. Of  education.  Sir,  not  ia  the  pe- 
culiar tenets  and  doctrines  of  that  religion 
i^ainst  which  it  is  objected  that  it  seeks 
always  to  keep  its  votaries  ia  darkness  and 
ignoVaace ;  but  their  wish  was  for  such  a 
degree  of  instroctioa  as  should  enable 
them  to  read,  with  their  own  eyes,  and 
judge  with  their  own  uixderstanding,  of 
those  truths,  upon  which  all  religion  most 
depend.  It  is  not  unimportant.  Sir,  to 
consider,  by  whom  the  application,  to 
whioh  I  have  alluded^  was  supported. 
The  person.  Sir,  by  whom  this  wish  of  the 
people  was  most  eaxnestlf  and  emphatic 
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Petitions  respictino  tbb  Claims  op 
TUB  Roman  Catholics.]  Petifciom  agMst 
tk%  Caiholic  Claims  were  pretented  by 
lord  Si.  Helen's  fnNn  Stamford^  bj  the 
bishop  of  Cbesier,  from  ibe  inhabitants  of 
Woriey*  in  Lancashire,  and  from  tlie 
Protestants  of  the  conoty  of  Cftpan.-^ 

Marquis  Wclkil^  presented  a  petition 
fipom  certain  inhabitants  of  Cbichetcer  and 
its  neighbourhood,  in  favour  of  the  C»> 
ibolk  claims.  Hk  lordship  staled,  that 
when  notice  was  issued  that  this  petition 
was  lying  lor  signatures^  a  hand^biU  was 
eircnlated,  part  of  which  he  read,  warning 
persons  against  signing  it;  and  for  the 
purpose,  as  alleged,  of  stating  the  real 
opinions  of  the  Catholics,  quoting  pas* 
•ages  from  a  publication  entitled  ''  The 
Third  Part  of  the  Statement  of  Penal 
Laws,''  which  it  was  asserted,  had  been 
published  by  the  authority  of  the  Catho- 
lic Board.  This  pretended  Third  Part  of 
the  Statement  of  Penal  Laws,  it  was  noto- 
rious in  Ireland,  was  a  fabrication,  and  it 
woB  there  considered  as  a  joke.  It  had,  bow- 
ever,  been  observed,  that  what  wns  con- 
sidered a  joke  in  Ireland*  was  sometimet 
looked  upon  in  a  very  serious  li^ht  in  this 
coontry ;  and  so  it  was  with  this  fabrica* 
tion,  which  had  been  industriocisly  circu- 
lated, as  the  real  opinions  of  tbeCath^ics, 
in  Sussex,  in  many  parts  of  Yoikshirejdid 
Lancasbwo,  and  in  other  qharters.  It  had 
deterred  many  persons  at  Chicbefter  from 
signing  the  petition  he  was  then  preseol- 
ing*  and  was  oakulated  to  produce  the 
worst  effect,  in  exciting  violence,  by  the 
grossest  and  most  mischievotts  misrepre- 
•onlalion.  He  therefore  trusted,  that  great 
caution  wodd  be  used,  in  guarding  against 
violence  on  either  side,  m  order  that  a 
onlm  and  dispassionate  discatsion  mi^t 
be  iiad  upon  this  mooentoas  and  vitiSiy 
important  question. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Frt<%,  Pebruarsf  2§^  , 

DisTTuasaNce  in  tax  Gallsry,]   Soon  i 
afrer  the  3pe«ker  took  ike  Chair,  a  f  reat 
pvassure  took  place  nt  the  doom  ol  the  ^ 
strangers'  <7allerv»  by  persons   endea- 
Toorittg  to  force  tbssr  in^y  in^  nUlioogh  at  j 
the  time  the  gallery  was  iUed  to  an  ex* 
cam»  tano  or  three  |>ersons  were  Ibrotng  i 
their  way  into  seals,  td  ei  mmi$,  and  a  i 
giciit«esiitafi0e  and  naiso  nnsntrt,  npon  \ 


wbich  the  Speaker  directed  the  Seijtant 
at  Arms  immediately  to  take  the  rioters 
into  custody  ;  and  an  hon.  member  points 
ing  to  a  person  standing  about  the  centre  . 
of  the  gallery,  said  he  had  observed  that 
person  most  active  in  making  the  disturb* 
aoce  and  forcing  hir  way. 
'  Another  hon.  member  (Mr.  Robert 
Thornton)  said,  the  person  alluded  to,  aa 
he  observed,  was  making  his  way  out,  bat 
that  he  perceived  another  person  (poinl« 
ing  him  out)  striko  that  peraon  with  great 
violence.  The  Speaker  observed,  that 
the  House  wouM  not  descend  to  discrimi* 
nate  mdividuals,  bnt,  if  the  disturbance 
continued,  he  hoped  some  hon.  metnhnr 
would  not  hesitate  to  assert  the  dignity  of 
the  House  by  moving  tl^e  Standing  Order^ 
that  the  gallery  shon4d  be  cleared  of 
strangers,  and  then  directed  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms  to  take  the  rioter  into  custody 
and  bring  him  before  the  House. 

The  disturbance   immediately  ceased* 
and  order  was  restored. 

Pembrokxshirk    Elxcti  on  *-  Monon 

BSSPBCTIMO  £xC«Ali01M0  LisTa.]  Mr. 
Bmrhmm  moved.  That  the  Resolntion  of 
tite  House,  of  the  SOth  day  of  November 
last,  "That  in  all  cases  of  controverted 
elections  for  cotmties  in  England  and 
Wales,  the  petitioners  do  by  thanwdvia 
'or  by  their  Ogenu,  within  a  convenient 
time  to  be  appointed  by  the  Honte,  deliver 
to  the  sitting  meo^rs  or  their  agents* 
Hsu  of  the  persona  intended  by  the  peti** 
tioners  to  be  objected  tew  who  voted  frir 
the  flitting  men»beas;  givioc  in  theaaid 
lisU,  iIm  several  heads  of  eaiectien»  and 
distingnishing  the  same  pgainat  the  namea 
of  the  Yoters  excqpted  tn;  «nd  that  the 
sitting  ntembers  do  k>y  tbemaelves  or  by 
their  a^enta^  within  the  same  time,  deiivnr 
the  like  Vmiu  on  their  part  to  tiie  pad* 
tioners  or  their-  agents,*'  OHght  te  t««d  ; 
and  theaame  bemg  read:  the  imn-gen* 
tleman  next  nsoved,  «  TImt  tfaa  4on.  Jola 
Frederick  Cnasyhell,  «nd  tOm  oeooral  fren» 
holders,  who  have  pelinaned  this  linose» 
complainii^  of  the  andne  olectton  and  re« 
turn  of  sir  John  Oweit,  hart,  isr  ste 
connty  of  Pembroke,  db,  4m  or  befiona 
Monday  neK4».delliver  to  the  eatd  air  John 
Owen,  or  his  agent  or  aganta,  liats  of  tba 
parsons  iatendMl  by  the  fWtitioDers  to  bn 
ofajectad  to  who  voted  ibr  the  said  sir^  Jaim 
Owen,  givii^;  i^  ilm  said  lists  the  veoofsi 
liends  of  nlyedtion,  and  diatingniahhig  the 
same  against  the  naqies  of  thr  voters  «»• 
<:cf)ted  to;  odd  thai  llio  nasd  wm  io(^t 
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Owea  do,  by  himself  or  his  agents,  within 
the  same  time,  deliver  the  like  lists  on  his 
part  to  the  said  several  petitioners,  or  to 
their  agent  or  agents/' 

Sir  J,  Owen  objected  in  strong  terms,  to 
the  hardships  that  would  be  imposed  npon 
him,  were  the  House  to  grant  the  motion. 
The  standing  order  required  that  an  ap- 
plication of  this  sort  should  be  made  by 
the  petitioner  within  a  convenient  time* 
Now  the  motion  was  six  weeks  after  the 
petition  against  his  return  was  presented, 
and  only  three  days  before  the  time  fixed 
for  trying  the  election.  It  would  be  im- 
possible for  him  to  send  down  200  miles 
into  Pembrokeshire,  to  procure  such  lists 
in  time  to  be  presented  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mu  Barham  contended,  that  it  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  petitioner,  that  delay  had 
taken  place :  and,  therefore  he  should  not 
be  precluded  of  availing  himsdf  from 
those  standing  regulations  of  the  House, 
which  were  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
anpport  his  petition.  He  had  no  inten- 
tion whatever  of  taking  the  hon.  baronet 
by  surprise;  and,  as  a  proof  of  it,  his  hon. 
friend  the  petitioner,  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  petition,  that  more  time  mieht  be 
given  for  the  mutaal  exchange  of  the  lists 
in  question. 

Sir  J.  Owen  replied,  that  farther  delay  * 
must  necessarily  be  injurious  to  himself. 
The  time  for  trying  the  petition  had  been 
fixed  bv  the  House,  and  of  course,  he  had 
made  all  his  arrangements  to  meet  it« 

Mr.  Wynn  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  highly  improper  to  depart  from  the 
explicit  resolution' of  an  act  of  parliament. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  it  might  per- 
haps be  proper  to  put  the  House  in  pos- 
session of  a  decision  of  the  last  parliament, 
which  seemed  to  bear  strongly  on  the 
present  question.  It  was  a  regulation  of 
the  House,  that  the  sitting  member  and 
the  petitioner  should  deliver  in  mutual 
lists  of  contested  votes,  within  a  conveni- 
ent time  previous  to  trying  the  petition : 
and  of  that  convenient  time  the  House 
^  were  to  be  judges.  In  the  case  of  the 
Sussex  election  petition,  decided  in  the 
last  parliament,  he  recollected  that  the 
sitting  member  abandoned  the  defence  of 
bis  seat,  which  was  taken  up  by  the  free- 
holders in  his  interest.  The  trving  of 
the  petition  was  to  take  place  on  the  22nd 
of  March,  and  on  the  1 6th  March  an  ap- 
plication was  made  by  the  petitioner,  for 
aa  (exchange  of  lists :  bfit  the  House  de- 


cided, that  the  interval  between  the  leth 
and  22d  was  not  what  convenient  time  for 
preparing  the  lists  which  the  regulation 
contemplated.  On  this  ground  they  re- 
fused the  application. 

Lord  Cattlereagh  said,  the  complainant 
knowing  the  nature  of  the  complaint 
which  he  proposed  to  bring,  had  the  ad- 
vantage in  the  readineto  of  making  out 
his  list  over  the  person  to  whom  he  was 
opposing  himself,  therefore  he  conceived 
that  reasonable  time  should  be  given  to 
make  out  the  lists  of  voters,  especially 
those  who  lived  so  very  remote  as  Pem- 
brokeshire. Three  days  notice  was  a 
period  infinitely  too  short  to  procure  the 
necessary  information,  and  the  motion 
was,  therefore,  improper. 

Sir  J.  Newport  contended  that  in  the 
case  of  Irish  contested  elections,  there  was 
often  a  mutual  exchange  of  lists,  even 
after  the  Committee  was  struck. 

Mr.  Lushingum  thought  that  anomaly 
easily  accounted  for,  because  the  disputed 
votes  were  investigated  by  a  commission, 
tent  over  to  Ireland  for  the  express  pur- 
pose. 

Lord  Kensington  urged,  that  justice 
would  not  be  done,  unless  this  exchange 
of  lists  took  place.  In  the  course  of  the 
election  there  had  been  a  description  of 
votes  exhibited,  than  which  nothing  could 
be  worse. 

The  Speaker  said,  he  must  here  beg  to 
interrupt  the  noble  lord,  who  must  of 
course  be  aware,  that  such  remarks  ought 
to  be  abstained  from,  as  tending  to  preju- 
dice the  minds  of  gentlemen,  who  might 
eventually  sit  in  the  Committee,  on  these 
very  votes. 

After  some  further  'discussion,  a  divi- 
sion took  place,  and  Mr.  Barham's  motion 
was  negatived  by  117  against  79. 

Weymouth  and  Melcombb  Regis 
Elbction.]  Mr.  Alderman  Atkins,  from 
the  2)elect  Committee  appointed  to  try 
and  determine  the  merits  of  the  Petition 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  re-' 
turn  for  the  town  and  borough  of  Wey- 
mouth and  Melcombe  Regis,  informed 
the  House  that  the  Committee  have  deter- 
mined, 1.  <'  That  sir  John  Murray,  bart. 
was  duly  elected,  and,  that  the  right  hon. 
Thomas  Wallace,  John  Broadhurst,  esq. 
Henry  Trail,  esq.  Richard  Augustus 
Tucker  Steward,  esq.  and  William  Wil- 
liams, were  not  duly  elected  for  the  said 
borough ;  and  that  the  last  election  for 
the  said  borough,  so  far  as  relates  to  dM 
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election  of  the  said  right  bon.  Thomas 
Wallffce,  John  Broadt^urst,  and  Henry 
Trail,  esqaires,  is  void/' 

^r.  Alderman  Aikina  also  acquainted 
the  House,  that  the  said  Select  Committee 
had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions: 

1 .  «  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee, 
that  at  the  last  election  fori  the  town  and 
borough  ^f  Weymouth  and  Melcombe 
Regis,  the  right  hon.  Thomas  Wallace, 
John  Broadhurst  and  Henry  Trail,  esqrs. 
did  by  treating  id  in  violation  of  the  sta- 
tute of  the  7th  of  William  3,  cap.  4,  where- 
by they  are  incapacitated  to  serve  in  par- 
liament upon  such  election. 

2.  "  That  the  right  of  voting  in  the  said 
town  and  borough  appears  to  be,  among 
others,  in  persons  seised  of  freeholds  with- 
in the  said  borough;  that  gross  abuses 
bave  of  Uie  been  practised  within  the 
said  borough  by  persons  claiming  and  ex- 
ercising a  right  to  vote  upon  nominal  re- 
ferved  rents,  arising  out  of  freeholds  split 
and  divided  into  the  most  minute  frac- 
tional parts,  under  wills  either  real  or  fic- 
titious ;  and  that  it  further  appears  to  the 
Committee,  that  such  evils  cati  only  be 
eflfectually  remedied  by  the  interposition 
of  the  legislature/' 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  then  moved  that 
the  whole  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Evidence 
be  laid  before  the  House. 

The  leaker  begged  to  suggest,  jthat  for 
the  sake  of  convenience  and  dispatch,  only 
such  part  of  the  minutes  as  referred  to  this 
particular  topic,  should  be  selected  from 
the  mass  of  evidence ;  and  that  the  selec- 
tion might  be  made  by  the  clerk  of  the 
commfttee,  nnder  the  direction  of  the 
Chairman,  and  any  others  of  its  late  mem- 
bers. If  any  new  regulation  were  adopt- 
ed by  the  House,  with  regard  to  the  elec- 
tive franchise  of  the  borough,  it  would  be 
better  it  should  take  place  before  a  new 
writ  was  issued. 

The  motion  was  then  modified  accord- 
ing to  the  Speaker's  suggestion,  as  fol- 
lows :  '•  That  so  much  of  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  taken  before  the  said  com- 
mittee, as  relates  to  the  sepond  of  the  said 
Resolutions,  be  laid  before  this  House." 

Mr.  Ponmmiy  expressed  his  conviction, 
that  the  preferable  way  would  be  to  ad- 
journ the  discussion  till  Monday,  as  some 
gentlemen  might  probably  think  it  neces- 
sary that  the  whole  of  the  evidence  should 
be.  produced. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikim  thought  there  was 
part  of  the  evidence  which  there  was  no 
occasion  to  produce.    He  begged  also  to 
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atate|_that  the  practice  of  splitting  votes 
bad  been  carried  to  such  a  preposterous 
extent,  that  a  fractional  part  so  extremely^ 
low  as  the  liOOth  part  of  a  68th  of  a  Stb 
of  a  two«and- sixpenny  rate  was  deemed 
sufficient  to  entitle  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  fVymt  contended,  that  as  the  com- 
mittee was  now  no  more,  the  attendance 
of  any  of  its  members  for  the  selection  of 
the  evidence  was  quite  optional.  In  fair- 
ness the  whole  of  the  evidence  should  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Rose  and  Mr.  Bathurst  spoke 
against  the  delay,  which  would  ensue 
from  copying  and  producing  a  great  deal 
of  irrelevant  evidence. 

Mr.  A,  Baring  considered  it  as  a  suspi- 
cious circumstance,  that  so  much  anxiety 
should  be  shewn  that  part  of  the  evidence 
might  not  be  prpduced.  It  would  .  be  a 
most  irregular  proceeding  to  permit  the 
minutes  of  evidence  to  be  garbled  by  a 
clerk ;  and  even  when  the  selection  waa 
made,  it  would  give  rise  to  a  second  dis* 
cussion,  whether  the  evidence  had  been 
garbled  or  not. 

Mr.  Roldnsan  observed,  that  it  was  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  chairman  of  the, 
committee,  that  only  part  of  the  evidence ' 
should  be  produced.  Indeed,  if  the 
whole  of  the  minutes  wer^  laid  on  the 
table,  the  House  would  be  trying  anew 
the  case  as  to  the  sitting  members,  which 
had  already  been  decided  by  the  com- 
mittee. This  would  be  a  complete  sub- 
version of  the  Grenville  Act 

Mr.  Hoime  Sumner  conceived  it  would 
be  extremely  improper,  to  leave  the  bnsi^ 
ness  of  selection  to  the  clerk  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  should  propose,  therefore, 
that  the  committee  be  re-appointed,  fop 
the  purpose  of  examining  and  deciding 
upon  such  parts  of  the  evidence  as  they 
might  think  relevant  to  the  matter  on 
which  they  recommended  the  legislative 
interference  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Cochrane  John$tonc  asked,  whether  the 
minutes  had  not  been  copied  out  fair,  and 
signed  by  the  Chairman ;  and  said  it  was 
most  important  that  the  whole  of  the  mi- 
nutes should  be  laid  on  the  table,  as  he 
understood  that  very  improper  interfA-ence 
had  been  exercised  by  an  illustrious  per- 
sonage. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  when  the  hon.  member 
should  produce  to  the  Hou;se  any  grounds 
for  his  assertion,  it  might  be  the  subject  of 
a  legislative  enactment;  but  the  charge 
upon  a  member  of  the  Upper  House^  for 
improper  interference,  in  the  eUction  of 
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membert  of  that  Home,  thawed  tlie  den- 
ger  of  mixing  the  diflbrent  niotioiM. 

Mr.  Wroaak^  md,  tbel  the  backward- 
ncfs  of  gemleneir  on  the  opposile  tide,  to 
allow  the  prodaction  of  the  whole  ni- 
nutes,  proved  there  was  something  that 
the  House  ought  to  be  pat  in.possession  of: 
that  the  ioterterence  was  protNibly  so  con- 
nected with  the  qiestioo,  presented  to 
their  consideration,  as  net  to  be  separated. 

After  a  long  conTcrsation, 

The  Speaker  suggested,  that  whatever 
the  Hoate  might  do^  they  most  have  the 
papers  on  the  table  of  the  House.  If  the 
whole  were  to  be  inspected,  the  whole 
must  be  on  the  table ;  if  a  part  were  only 
to  be  inspected,  that  part  mast  be  on  the 
table. 

After  some  further  conversation. 

The  Sbeaker  suggested  there  were  two 
snodes  of  meeting  the  apparent  wishes  of 
the  Hoose,  to  enable  the  committee  to 
eupport  their  Report  by  evidence :  either 
to  get  the  entire  of  die  minotesy  and  to 
deliver  them  immediately  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  enable  them  to  amend  their  re- 
port, or  to  refer  the  Report  back  to  the 
committee,  which  should  be  constitoted  a 
committee  for  that  purpose,  with  the  ordi- 
nary powers  of  sendmg  for  persons, 
papers,  and  records. 

After  some  ftirther  discussion  it  was  or- 
dered, on  a  division,  that  the  Report  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee,  with  powers 
to  send  for  persons,  pafiers,  and  records.' 

The  Pkinckss  of  Walbs.]  Mr.  Coch- 
rtme  JchiMcme  said,  that  understanding  his 
Majesty^s  ministers  were  invited  to  parti- 
cipato  m  a  tortle  feast  on  Monday,  as  he 
was  by  no  means  desnrous  of  disturbing' 
their  harmony,  he  begged  leave  to  post- 
pone hfs  motion,  which  stood  for  that  day, 
to  Thursday. 

Lord  Casikreagk  observed,  that  nothing 
of  the  description  to  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  alluded  could  operate  as  an 
nsdocement  with  his  Majesty's  ministers  to 
sieglect  their  duty  ;  and  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  desirous  of  bringing  forward 
lus  motion  on  Monday,  they  were  most 
read/  to  meet  him.  The  hon.  gentleman 
was  best  able  to  appreciate  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  would  act  as  bit  mm 
Judgment  dictated. 

X  Mr.  C$€krme  JokmUme  had  no  objection 
Wliring  forward  the  motion  on  Monday, 
Inrt  Irom  feelings  of  courtesy,  be  was  d^* 
airons  of  yielding  to  the  accomnedatien  of 
the  nobk  lord  aJid  hlaineods* 
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The  SoUekor  Gmertd  {9k  W.  Oarrew). 
said,  that  the  peetpon^nent  of  the  discus- 
sion would  be  a  matter  of  accommodation 
on  both  sides,  as  the  Army  Estimates  ^ftd 
other  orders  wo«ld  -be  before  the  House, 
which  were  likely  to  occupy  their  atten- 
tion for  sf  considerable  time. 

^r.  Wkkhremd  remarked,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  taken  up  thk 
matter  in  much  too  grave  ^  manner.  It 
fv«s  well  known  that  his  Majesty's  minie- 
tors  were  engaged  to  a  dinner  on  Monday, 
and  that  bemg  the  fact,  it  was  a  proceed- 
ing of  no  novelty  that  the  House  shoeld 
feel  disposed  to  wave  any  claiHBs  on  thmr 
attemion,  on  such  an  occasion. 

Tbe  SoUdt&r  Grtmtral  was  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  courtesy  intended  was  a 
course  of  no  novelty ;  but  when  it  west 
forth  to  the  public,  that  his  Majesty's  ml- 
mstera  were  neglecting  their  public  duties 
to  attend  a  turtle  feast,  he  apprehended  it 
became  expedient  that  the  ctrcumstances 
should  be  put  on  a  right  foottng. 

Mr.  WfMread  wM,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  made  this  a  mag- 
nificent trtfle,  and  begged  leave  to  con- 
gratulate his  Majesty's  ministers  on  having 
obtained  so  able  an  advocate. 

Mr.  Btahmrit  declared  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  were  engaged  to  dme  with  the 
Russia  Company  on  Monday ;  but  as  for 
as  be  was  concerned,  he  begged  to  ssate, 
that  be  had  made  no  engagement  of  the 
sort.  And  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  decline 
the  invitation  upon  the  sole  ground  of  bu- 
siness in  that  House  requiring  his  attest 
tion. 

Mr.  Cod^reauJolmaontimBAly  postponed 
his  motion  to  Thursday. 

Great  GamsaY  Elbction.]  Tbe  Re* 
port  of  the  Committee  apponKed  to  in- 
ouire  into  the  meriu  of  the  Petition  of 
the  witnesses,  complaining  of  the  hard* 
ships  they  had  sustained,  in  consequence 
of  having  been  brought  up  to  town,  m 
pursuance  of  tbe  order  of  the  Hoo«ie,  to 
give  evidence  upon  the  Great  Grimsby 
Election,  and  baring  been  left  destitote  oif 
the  means  of  returning  to  tb«k  homes, 
was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Wynn.  In  sub- 
stance it  stated,  that  the  committee  had 
made  the  necessary  inquiries,  and  found 
the  nllegations  of  the  peti^nef*  to  he 
perfectly  correct;  but  that  after  due  con- 
sideration it  appeared  to  tbe  conMoisteei 
that  no  poUie  reKef  could  be  given  to  the 
petitioivers,  and  that  no  alt^natm  re» 
mainud  ha^  for  them  to  be  pasaed  to  their 
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pMrmk^  ai  paupers,  by  the  order  of  some 
nagMtrate.  The  Report  bartflg  been 
erdered  to  He  on  tbe  table^ 

Mr.  fVynn  commented  on  tbe  distressing 
ifUoation  in  which  these  mifortmiate  indi- 
▼idnals  had  been  placed,  and  suggested 
fbe  expediency  of  some  permanent  mea- 
inre  being  adopted,  to  preTent  the  recnr^ 
rence  of  similar  cfrcnmstances  in  fnture. 
Tbrs  he  thovight  might  be  effected  by 
leaking  indiridtials  who  presented  peti- 
liom  against  the  retorns  of  members,  and 
who  entered  into  recognizances  My  to 
prosecate  the  allegations  in  soch  petitions, 
ftiso  to  enter  into  a  recognizance  to  pro* 
▼ide  for  tbe  maintenance  of  the  witnesses 
ittmnioned  at  their  instance.  At  present, 
lie  thought  it  behofed  the  Honse  to  pro^ 
Tide  ^r  the  persons  who  had  obeyed  the 
Writ  of  the  Speaker ;  and  cited  the  case  of 
some  witnesses  summoned  on  the  Shaftes- 
btiiy  election  committee,  at  a  former  pe- 
liod,  as  a  precedent  for  soch  a  proceeding. 
In  conclusion,  he  moyed^ — "  That  an  hum- 
ble Address  should  be  presented  to  his 
iroyal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  pray- 
ing, that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  l\>r  the  payment  of  a 
reasonable  compensation  to  the  individuals 
•nmmoned  to  attend  the  Great  Grimsby 
Blection  Committee,  and  assuring  his 
Boyal  Highness  that  the  House  would 
stake  good  the'  same/' 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequo'  admitted 
Ihe  necessity  of  some  such  legislative  pro- 
Tision  as  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  bon. 
gentleman,  and  commiserating,  as  he  did, 
the  situation  of  the  unfortunate  persons 
whose  case  had  come  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  he  should  second  the  mo* 
tk>n«  The  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mb.  GaATTAN's  Motion  fob  a  Comwit- 
TEB  oKTHB  Claims  okthe  Roman  Catho- 
Bics— Adjoubned  Dbbatb.]  Lord  Cas- 
tiereagh  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day 
A>rresumingthe  Debate  on  the  motion  made 
yesterday,  "  That  this  House  will  resolve 
Itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  whole 
Honse,  to  take  into  its  most  serious  consi- 
deration the  state  of  the  laws  aflTecting  his 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to 
such  a  final  and  conciliatory  adjustment  as 
may  be  conducive  to  the  peace  and  strength 
of  the  united  kingdom,  to  the  stability  of 
the  Protestant  establishment,  and  to  the 
general  satisfaction  and  concord  of  all 
clBsses  of  his  Majesty^s- subjects/'  be  now 
read;  and  the  same  being  read ; 

( VOL.  xxiy. ) 


Sjr  John  Cox  Hippidey  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  Speaker;  consistently  with  those 
f^ling^,  which  I  have,  at  all  times,  uni- 
formly-professed on  this  important  sub- 
ject, it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  a  silent 
vote.  The  principles  and  sentiments 
which  I  entertain  are  so  well  known  to  the 
House,  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me 
to  occupy  much  of  your  time  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  I  have  taken  every  op- 
portunity of  giving  currency  to  my  opi- 
nions, and  to  the  un controverted  fiacts 
upon  which  they  are  founded. 

[Tbe  hon.  baronet  then  proceeded  to 
take  a  review  of  certain  publications 
which  had  recently  appeared  in  a  morning 
paper,  and  particularly  some  passages 
copied  from  what  were  termed,  the  *  Blue 
Books,*  which,  in  a  former  debate,  had 
been  quoted  by  a  hon.  mem  ber  (Mr.Yorke), 
who,  he  said,  had  been  led  to  form  a  very 
erroneous  opinion  in  reference  to  that  part 
of  the  subject  on  which  they  treated.] 

The  feet  is.  that  the  names  of  1,400  Ca- 
tholics have  not  been  Withdrawn  from  thd 
protestation  of  1789,  as  has  been  averred 
in  the  article  in  the  news-p^er,  nor  have 
tbe  Catholics    been  urged  to  withdravt^ 
their    names  by  their   apostolic   ticars: 
The  protestation  ir  lodged  in  the  BHtish 
Museum,  and'  not  more  than  four  or  ii^e 
names  have  been  withdrawn,  and   only 
one  of  the  apostolic  vicars.     It  is'  true  an 
objection  was    raised    by   the    apostolic 
vicars  against  the  oath,  proposed  in  the 
Bill,  drawn  op  subsequent  to  the  original 
protestation;    which    oath,   indeed,    had 
passed  with  the  Bill,  through  the  House  of 
Commons.    The  apostolic  vicars  unques* 
tionably  did  caution  the  Catholics  to  op- 
pose it,  not  because  it  was  opposed  to  the 
renunciation  of  any  of  the  obnoxious  tenets, 
which  were  disavowed  in  the  protestation, 
but  because  it,  constructively,  in  their  opi- 
nions   trenched    upon  what    theologians   < 
call,  the  power  of  the  Keys ; — and  in  this 
view,  also,  it  was  regarded  by  the  late 
bishop   Horsley,  when  it  came  into*  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  bishop  declaring  that 
he  could  not  take  such  an  oath  himself, 
and  that  he  should  thitik  very  ill  of  any  . 
clergyman  of  his  diocese  who  had  taken 
such  an  oath.     The  result  was,  that  the 
oath  was  corrected  in  the  House  o(  Lords, 
and  seilt  down  to  tbe  Commons,  and  the    . 
oath,  so  corrected,  now  stands  in  the  act 
of  179 1,  and  was   recommended  by  all 
tbe  apostolic  vicars,  to  be  taken  by  tbe 
Catholics  of  their  districts. 
(SI) 
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From  this  statemeot  the  House  will  see 
bow  erroneous  a  Tiew  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Yorke)  has  taken  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, and  consequently,  how  much 
misrepresented  the  whole  transaction  has 
been  in  the  public  prints,  and  how  likely 
to  create  the  most  injurious  impressions. 

Among  many  other  striking  facts,  we 
cannot  but  look  to  the  introduction  of  the 
Irish  militia,  consisting  of  near  10,000  men, 
who  ha^e  been  brought  to  this  country, 
and  possess  so  much  the  confidence  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  that  they  are  stationed 
in  the  most  vital  parts  of  the  empire, — at 
Portsmouth,  at  Plymouth,  at  Chatham, 
Dover,  ^Harwich,  &c.--constitoting  a 
guard  over  30  or  40,000  prisoners  of  war 
of  their  own  religion.  This  fact  may 
enable  the  country,  more  adequately,  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  our  Roman  Ca- 
tholic fellowHiubjects,  as  contributing  to 
the  safety  of  the  empire.  Nor  can  the 
resources  of  Ireland  be  overlooked  in  ano- 
ther important  view,  when  it  is  in  proof 
that  her  exportations,  in  provisions  alone, 
amounted,  in  the  year  181 1,  to  a  som  fall- 
ing very  little  short  of  eight  millions  ster- 
ling, a  great  part  of  which  must  have  ad- 
ministered to  the  exigences  of  our  army 
and  navy. 

These  facts  should  live  in  our  memory, 
and  serve!  to  stimulate  our  endeavours  to 
secure  all  their  advantages,  by  measures 
of  conciliation.  This  great  object  I  h^ve 
never  lost  sight  of,  though  the  means 
by  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  promote 
it,  have  often  been  misconstrued.  [The 
bon.  baronet  here  entered  into  a  detail  of 
the  proceedings,  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Catholic  claims,  from  the  pe- 
riod of  the  acts  of  1791  and  1793. 
He  advert^  to  the  causes  of  the  failure, 
but,  as  a  proof  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  never 
changed  his  opinions,  in  favour  of  the 
measure,  he  quoted  a  passa^^e  of  con- 
siderable length,  from  Mr.  Pitt's  speech, 
in  the  debate  of  1805  on  Mr.  Fox^s  mo- 
tion, and  concluded  with  this  sentence, 
'  Such  were  my  sentiments  formerly,  such 
'  are  they  now,  and  if  by  a  wish,  I  could 
'  carry  such  a  measure  into  effect,  I  am 

*  ready  to  cdnfess  that  I  see  no  rational 

*  objection/  He  afterwards  went  into  a 
detail  of  the  securities,  which  he  had  uni- 
formly considered  as  necessary  guards  of 
the  church  and  state,  as  by  law  established, 
and  which,  he  maintained,  were  not  fan- 
ciful expedients,  but  such  as  every  go- 
vernment in  Europe  had  adopted,  of  what- 
ever religious  communion.] 


I  never  vras  an  advocate  for  an  actnai 
nomination,  exercised  by  the  crown,  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  prelacies,  but  I  have 
contended  that  the  negative  of  the  crown, 
upon  all  sucb  appointments,  ought  to  be 
enforced.    I  may  instance  what  occurred 
upon  a  former  occasion,  with  respect  to  Dr. 
Hussey,  the  titular  bishop  of  Waterford, 
whose  conduct  at  Madrid,  in    1780,  waa 
such  as  ouffht  to  have  excluded  him  from 
being  nommated  to  a  Catholic  see  in  Ire- 
land. I  also,  on  aformer  occation,in8taiiced 
the  case  of  Dr.  Bellew,  the  titular  bi^op 
of  Killala,  merely  to  shew  that  cases  might 
arise  where  no  rational  ejection  could  be 
taken  to  the  character  of  the  individval, 
but  where,  nevertheless,  a  combination  of 
circumstances    might  produce  cause  of 
objection,  at  a  particular  crisis.    I  have 
long  known  Dr.  Bellew,  and  believe  that 
no  man  reflects  more  credit  upon  his  spi- 
ritual charge ;  yet,  if  his  nomination  to  it 
had  Uken  place  in  1798,  instead  of  many 
years  anterior,  he  would  have  found  a  bro- 
ther unfortunately  engaged  in  the  rebel- 
lion, and  marching,  with  a  hostile  force, 
against  the  capital  of  the  very  see,  to  which 
he  had  been  himself  nominated. 
.  Another  measure  of  regulation  I  have 
also,  repeatedly,  pressed  upon  the  cen- 
sideratioh  of  the  House— a  measure  which 
has,  also,  been  sanctioned  by  the  wisdom 
and  policy  of  every  other  ftate — namely, 
a  regulated  controul  upon  the  intermission 
of  all  Papal  rescripts.    In  other  countries 
no  such  rescripts  are  allowed  to  be  cur- 
rent, without  the  previous  sanction  of  the 
state.    We  have,  indeed,  an  act  of  the 
13th  of  Eliz.  standing  as  a  barrier  against 
such  intromissions;  but  it  is  impracticable 
from  its  sanguinary  provisions,  and  con- 
sequently entirely  evaded. 

To  regulate  all  these  objects,  so  essen- 
tial, in  my  opinion,  to  the  security  of  the 
Catholic,  as  well  as  the  Protestant  subject, 
it  is  absolutely ,  necessary  to  go  into  a  se* 
lect  committee.  [Sir  J.  Hippisley  then 
went  into  further  details,  of-  considera- 
ble length,  concerning  the  canons  of  va- 
rious councils,— particularly  the  fourth 
Lateran,  and  those  of  Constance  and 
Trent,-^and  maintained  that  the  regula- 
tions of  discipline,  enacted  by  those  and 
all  other  councils,  had  ho  practical  obliga- 
tion, unless  canonically  received  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  act  of  the  existing  govern- 
ment in  each  state.] 

I  shall  vote,  most  cheerfully,  for  the 
motion,  as  a  prelin^inary  step  to  the  con- 
stitution of  such  a  conunittee  as  appears 
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to  me,  to  be  alone  competent  to  enter  upon 
tui  adequate  examination  of  these  impor- 
tant points,  and  which.  If  not  fally  under- 
stood, no  act  of  legislation  can  be  ade- 
quately framed ;  and,  whether  or  not  the 
House  shall  grant  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition, I  contend  that  it  will  be  equally 
necessary  to  constitute  such  a  committee 
of  investigation,  for  it  is  impossible  that 
the  laws,  affecting  the  Roman  Catholics, 
can  be  permitted  to  remain  in  their  pre- 
sent state.  The  acts  of  1791  and  1793, 
are  so  replete  with  anomalies  and  errors, 
that  a  revision  of  them  is  now  become  a 
measure  of  necessity,  ratherthan  of  choice. 

Mr.  Yarhe  said,  that  he  had  been  mis- 
represented or  misunderstood,  by  the  hon. 
baronet.  He  had  said,  only,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  protestation,  a  difference 
took  place  between  the  vicars  apostolic 
and  the  Committee,  and  that  the  latter 
were  obliged  to  submit.  He  had  said, 
also,  that  three  of  the  vicars  apostolic  had 
withdrawn  their  names  from  the  protesta* 
tion  in  consequence  of  the  oath,  the  form 
of  which  had  been  introduced  into  it. 

General  Matheto  said,  it  appeared  to 
him,  after  the  very  able  speech  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  countryman  and  friend  (Mr. 
Pluoket,)  yesterday,  that  there  was  tittle 
lor  him  or  any  one  else  to  add  on  the  sub- 
ject. That  speech,  above  all  he  had  ever 
heard  or  read,  afforded  the  most  satisfac- 
tory and  undeniable  historical  information 
on  the  subject,  which  probably  had  ever 
been  given  before  in  this  country.  He 
did  not  t>elleve  that  ever  a  speech  had 
been  made  in  that  House  which  so  ably 

I>roved  the  right  of  the  Catholics  oflre- 
and  to  full  emancipation.  The  hon.  ge- 
neral, however,  differed  from  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  in  some  things.  His  hon. 
and  learned  friend  was  an  advocate  for 
Catholic  emancipation,  and  in  that  he 
agreed  with  him  ;  but  he  was  an  advocate 
for  it,  granting  full  and  ample  securities 
to  the  Protestant  religion,  and  in  that  the 
bon.  general  said  he  differed  from  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend.  He  would  ask  his 
bon.  and  learned  friend  if  he  had  ever 
made  out,  or  been  able  to  make  out  from 
others,  what  those  securities  should  be. 
He  himself  had  oflen  put  the  question  in 
Ireland,  and  in  England,  and  could  never 
yet  hear  in  what  those  securities  were  to 
consist.  Who  was  to  draw  the  bond  ? 
Who  were  to  si^  it  ?  And  on  whom  were 
the  penalties  arising  from  a  failure  in  per- 
formance of  the  conditions  of  it  to  fall  ? 
He  did  not  see  by  whom  such  securities 


could  be  gittn ;  and  he  was  certain,  they 
ought  not  to  be  asked.  Nothing,  he 
thought,  should  be  asked  of  any  set  of  men* 
beyond  their  oaths.  To  a  man  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  were  willing  to  take  the 
Oath  of  Allegiance.  That  was  a  power- 
ful oath,  and,  if  they  broke  it,  they  would 
break  any  oath  the  legislature  could  put 
to  them.  .  His  hon.  and  learned  friend 
then  stated  what  he  thought  should  be  the 
provisions  for  the  Catholic  clergy.  This 
subject  had  been  discussed  again  and  ag^in, 
and  the  Catholic  bishops  had  determined 
that  their  clergy  should  take  no  payments 
but  from  their  own  flocks.  He  was  of 
opinion  they  ought  not  to  be  paid  by  the 
public,  nor  should  they  if  they  wished  it. 
Far  be  it  from  him  to  say  how  bishoprics 
were  acquired ;  all  he  knew  was,  that  the 
influence  arising  from  the  right  to  confer 
them  was.great,  and,  if  in  addition  to  the 
English  and  Irish  bishoprics,  the  Catholic 
were  placed  at  the  back  of  them,  govern- 
ment would  soon  become  despotic.  If 
the  Catholics  were  to  concede  the  right  of 
Veto,  he  hoped  the  denomination  of  Veto- 
men  would  be  applied  to  them^  they 
would  deserve  it. 

He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  take  his  huni* 
hie  share  in  the  present  discussion.  Hii 
duty  naturally  imposed  it  on  him,  feeling 
as  he  did,  that  the  welfare  of  his  native 
country  required  the  removal  of  all  reli* 
gious  disabilities  and  distinctions^  by 
which  every  man  might  be  at  liberty  to 
make  his  peace  with  the  Almighty  in  his 
own  way,  and  be  taught  to  do  to  others  as- 
he  would  wish  others  to  do  to  him.  On  a 
system  of  conciliation,  and  on  a  speedy 
concession  of  the  points  in  dispute,  he  had 
long  been  convinced  depended  the  peace 
and  happiness,  not  of  Ireland,  but  of  Eng- 
land also,  and  the  security  and  integrity 
of  the  British  empire.  The  hon.  member 
for  Corfe  Castle  (Mr.  fiankes)  had  told 
the  House  that  concession  to  the  Catholics 
would  endanger  the  established  religion  and 
the  established  government.  Oh,  match- 
less ignorance  !  oh,  matchless  intolerance ! 
nine  tenths  of  the  property,  as  well  as  of 
the  numerical  force  and  ability  of  Ireland 
were  favourable  to  the  Catholic  claims.  All 
parties,  indeed,  were  favourable  to  Catholic 
emancipation  except  the  government, 
which  was  now  viewed  in  Ireland  with 
that  contempt  which  it  deserved.  Its  acts 
exhibited  one  continued  scene  of  bigotry 
and  intolerance  fVom  one  year's  end  to  the 
other ;  and  the  people  oflreland  had  now 
begun  to  sea  th^  folly  and  criminality  of 
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excluding  from  their  nataral  right  five 
millions  of  their  fellow-citizenjB,  for  the 
sake  of  exalting  a  few  who  were  already 
'too  highly  and  undoly  exalted,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  equally  undue  degradation 
of  the  great  body  of  the  peo|)ie.  The 
greatest  part  of  the  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  against  the  Catholic  claims 
had  been  carried  through  in  a  clandesiine 
manner,  in  a  manner  very  different  in- 
deed from  that  in  which  the  petitions  in 
favour  of  the  Catholics  had  been  agreed 
to^  particularly  the  petition  ly^hicb  be 
himself  had  presented  from  Tipper^y. 

He  contended,  that  if  it  were  only  for 
the  late  important  victories  gained  by  our 
armies,  principally  composed  of  Irish  Ca- 
tholics, thfey  were  entitled  to  the  commu- 
nity of  rights  for  which  they  now  applied. 
Ireland  at  present  furnishen  a  greater  pro- 
portion towards  ^h^  defence  of  the  empire 
than  England  did,  and  yet  England  con- 
tinued to  keep  her  best  defender*  in  a 
state  of  slavery,  and  ruled  over  the  fertile 
and  beautiful  country  of  Ireland  with  a 
rod  of  iron.  In  proportion  as  a  govern- 
ment required  to  use  the  bayoo«t  U>  con- 
troiil  the  people,  in  the  same  proportion 
must  there  be  something  bad  in  the  system. 
If  the  Catholics  were  cordially  tmiied  to 
this  country,  by  feeling  a  community  of 
interest  in  her  welfare,  the  country  would 
indeed,  be  rendered  powerful,  and  we 
should  no  longer  need  to  have  recourse  to 
foreign  defenders,  contrary  to  the  enact- 
menu  in  that  great  palladium  of  oui'  liber- 
ties. Magna  Charta.  Neither  should  we 
any  longer  be  forced  to  continue  that  dis- 
graceful system  of  forcing  men  pn  board 
our  fleets  against  their  vyiH,  never  proba- 
bly to  return.  He  would  tell  the  House 
how  to  get  rid  of  the  impress  service  at 
once.  Govern  Ireland  by  conciliation 
and  affection.  Begin  by  forming  registers 
pf  births,  by  the  foundation  of  parish 
Bchools,  and  the  formation  of  depoto  for 
male  children,  one  of  whom  would  be  wil- 
""g^y  granted  out  of  each  family,  and  in 
^his  way,  and  by  the  bestowing  of  mo- 
derate bounties,  twice  as  many  mep  would 
in  a  few  years  be  produced,  as  would  be 
required  for  our  navy,  and  fur  our  army 
also,  without  the  assistance  of  Germans, 
Prussians,  or  Hanoverians.  Not  one  man 
in  twenty  of  those  who  were  formerly 
procured  for  the  army  in  Ireland  could 
now  be  persuaded  to  enlist^  and  the  reason 
was  obvious.  They  we^e  now  beginning 
to  be  more  enlighteped,  and  of  poursp  fel( 
more  heavily  ibeiir  d^^aded  stat^ 


A  great  deaj  bad  heien  |^  by  an  bfm. 
gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Beaker),  aa 
to  the  in^mperaoce  of  ihe  Caitholjc  jofmd* 
This,  (or  the  sake  of  argument,  b^  skoaI4 
admit;  and  aUo,  if  the  bon.  genjtlciBaa 
chose  it,  that  those  same  persons  veia 
likely  to  become  factious  demagogoeff 
And  supposing  that  to  be  so,  what,  b# 
wpuld  afiky  was  the  bes^  remedy  to  apply  i 
Why,  to  take  from  theip  tb^  tools  Iw 
which  aloQe  they  could  do  mitcfeian 
make  every  on^e  of  those  five  roilliona  of 
persons  happy  anid  th«y  would  be  coar 
tent:  let  them  contiuua  aggriavrd  aM| 
they  would  continue  discomanted.  Of 
denied,  however,  that  the  boo.  gcpil^naii 
was  correct  in  bis  sUtenieut  m$  t»  Um 
conduct  of  the  Catholic  board.  Tbef 
might  have  beeo  violent,  but  they  ha4 
never  \)eea  unconstitutioaaL  Of  thiaha 
could  give  the  best  possible  prpof.  Tl^ 
Attorney -General  and  th^  mioione  of  tba 
Castle  had  been  constantly  watching  over 
them  like  vultures,  ready  ta  ponuca  or 
t,hem,  bad  tb^  smallast  pretence  fer  aa 
doing  presented  itself,  but  they  could  fiq4 
npnr.  In  his  op'mion  tbey  had  not  gana 
far  enough.  Had  they  not  petitioaad  tba^ 
House  y^ar  after  year*  in  the  most  fmr 
pectful  terins;  constautly  asking  as  a  boos 
what  they  might  have  deq^anded  as  s 
right?  The  hon*  gentleman  seepsad ' 
happy  in  finding  that  there  were  gentle- 
men m  that  House  ready  to  go  the  le^gtb 
of  asserting  the  right  of  the  Caibolics  to 
what  they  now  claipoed.  He  was  puf  pf 
those  who  cheered  the  bo».  genileo^an  ea 
that  opcasion,  and  be  sbould  now  prove 
the  existence  qf  supl^  nght^  iotbe  first 
place,  fiatiaff  that  he  had  recoain^eiMiad  it 
to  the  Catholics  of  the  county  of  Tipperary 
to  asV  what  they  iipplied  for  as  a  rigb^ 
but  that  kp  could  only  gpt  them  to  ask  it 
as  a  boon* 

To  prqve  that  t^e  Catholics  bad  a  rigb^ 
to  ^hat  tbey  now  a«ked*he  beggefl  to 
remind  gentlemen  that  king  Jaaies  did 
not  abdicate  his  Irish  throue  at  iba  ^ame 
time  that  he  ^icated  his  English  tbrpnf, 
Aft^r  the  b^tUe  of  the  Bpyne*  tbp  Irisb 
army  retired  to  Limerick, '  whore  tbf 
treaty  of  Limerick  was  concluded  betwpea 
them  and  lord  Atblooe,  on  the  part  gf 
king  William,  in  the  year  1691,  by  whop 
it  was  afierwards  ratified.  By  this  treaty 
it  was  stipulated  that  the  Catholics  ana 
the  people  of  Ireland  should  possess  ev^ry 
advantage  and  privilese  ever  posseMod  by 
any  of  his  M^yestv's  loy«l  subjects ;  maa^ 
shame(ul  (p  uUmW^  ffsci^  Ufntjr  m§ 
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broken  thfoogli  by  mi  act  pasted  by  4be 
£i)gligb  parliament  in  ibe  44fa  year  of 
the  same  king's  reign,  an  act  which  at 
ihif  moment  remained  a  rec€»rd  of  moat 
di^acefai  perjury,  to  which,. «ili  it  was 
removed,  tbe  guveniiae»t  of  ibin  cMmtry 
mna  cofAUnae  to  be  partiea.  Th«a  was  hu 
€|iiniop  as  to  the  rigbit  of  the  Calholicsy 
an  opinion  which  most  remaia  oachaiigedy 
as  he  had  wm  littie  axpectatioo  of  ever 
learning  the  English  laafaage  betlar  thaa 
}ie  already  did. 

Sir  Syrt  Co9$€  said,  he  woaM  iwt  tret* 
pass  en  the  twe  of  ibe  House  by  dilating 
oa^  qi^atioB  la  ks  auore  general  bear- 
Hifs,  sp  ^aach  better  aaderstood  by  nnmy 
persons  ia  the  Hoase  than  he  pretended 
to  undevstaiid  it ;  bat  ia  the  capacity  of  a 
«aiU  ary  maa,  he  coold  aat  forbear  offer* 
ing  a  few  obserratioaa  nn  it,  as  it  was 
connected  with  mdUary  a^irs.  He  could 
not  conceive  from  any  thing  with  which 
hit  experience  had  aiade  him  aeqoainted, 
that  there  was  any  daager  ta  admitting 
the  Catholicf  to  statioaa  of  rank  and  com- 
mand in  the  army;  their  loyalty  was 
known;  the  proofs  of  it  were  iflaaawra. 
ble :  and  from  them  he  woold  select  a  few 
proaiuieat  features  snfficiant  in  themsehres 
t»  dp^  away  any  jeaiooey  that  night  be 
felt  with  respect  to  their  views  and  wishes. 
He  recollected,  when  fn  the  year  I79S, 
the  expedition  sailed  Irem  Ireland  for  the 
West  Indies,  which  was  comaiaaded  by 
that  akilfol  and  gallant  officer  air  Charles 
Grey,  than  whom  no  man  ever  deserved 
better  of  bis  country — a  man,  who  was 
equally  eminent  in  the  field  and  the  ca- 
binet—^hat  officer  had  uniformly  praised 
the  condact  of  the  Irish  troops,  which 
formed  a  considerable  part  of  bis  force, 
and  had  attributed  principally  to  their  va- 
lour the  important  conquests  be  had  ef- 
fected ;  aow  two-thirds  of  these  Iriah  sol- 
diers were  Catholics.  A  number  of  Irish 
Catholics  also  served  in  Egypt  under 
gaaerals  sir  Ralph  Abereromby  aad  lord 
Hutchinson,  and  aiast  materially  contri- 
bated  to  tbe  imporunt  succasses  which 
bad  been  gained  there ;  th(*y  had  fought 
in  numbers  and  with  their  wanted  gal- 
laatry  i«  Holland,  and  were  now  fighting 
in  the  peoiasula.  When  he  looked,  then, 
at  the  devoted  seal  with  which  these  peo- 
p)a  were  aver  ready  to  shed  their  blood 
in  dffenoe  of  thair  country,  or  for  tbe 
aagmeatatiaa  of  her  glory,  he  did  not 
foel  biaoaelf  justified  in  voting  against  a 
Comaiittee  which  was  to  inquire  whether 
tbi^ataotry  caal4  aath  aafaty  iioAfer  09 


them  a  reward  they  bad  toiled  soaDduoasly 
toobtaia.  He  wished  Cbem to  abtaia  every 
privilege  which  could  with  aafoty  ba 
granted  them,  aad  nothing  more ;  aad  ha 
wished  the  conduct  of  the  fo^latore  and 
the  government  towards  them  ao  be  00  all 
occasions  such  as  vf<Mild,  by  liberality  oa 
the  one  part,  beget  confidence  oa  tha  other* 
Sir  Nicholas  Colikuni,  in  a  maiden 
speech,  said  :-^Mr.  Speaker,  I  Wust  i 
shall  be  excused  from  trespassing  apoil 
tha  patience  of  tbe  House,  in  shortly 
stating  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to 
give  my  vtole  io  fovour  of  getng  into  a 
cannnitlee.  Every  one  must,  I  think,  ba 
aAvare  that  the  question,  now  oifered  to 
he  submitted  to  yoor  conssderation,  is  ona 
most  deeply  interesttag  to  tbe  welfore, 
moat  important  to  the  iateresta,  of  Ireland^ 
and  consequently  to  those  of  the  empire, 
la  this  point,  at  least,  all  parties  are 
agreed  ;  all  are  aware  of  its  importanca> 
though  they  dii&r  as  to  its  merits.  Aa 
soch.  Sir,  it  justly  challetiges  every  con* 
sideratian,  every  attention,  which  the  le* 
giskture  can  beMow  opoa  it ;  that,  what** 
ever  may  be  tbe  ^Himate  decision,  what* 
ever  the  result,  it  may  be  one,  vfhich  baa 
been  matured  by  deliberation^  and  cw* 
rected  by  inquiry.  It  was  with  this  view 
of  the  subject,  with  this  impression  of  ita 
importance,  and  firom  a  laudable  anxietj 
to  fulfil  tbe  first  duty  of  legislatorf,  by  aa 
ample  investigation  of  the  complainta  of 
their  petitioners,  that  the  late  House  of 
Commons  entered  into  that  Mesolutioil 
which  is  recorded  on  their  Journals.  With 
this  view,  they  bound  themselves  by  a 
pledge  which,  had  not  their  existenea 
been  terminated  by  the  election  of  tha 
present  parliament,  tbey  would  now  hav« 
been  called  upon  to  redeem*  That  such 
a  pledge  is  binding  upon  their  succetaora^ 
certainly  cannot  be  asserted ;  but  I  main* 
tain,  that,  while  the  circumatances  of  the 
case  remain  the  same,  while  the  sama 
importance  attaches  itself  to  the  t)oeation> 
the  present  House  are  equally  bound  to 
entertain  and  deliberate  upon,  the  mea* 
sure.  I  trust  that  they  will  do  so,  that 
»bey  will  follow  the  precedent  set  before 
them  by  their  predecessors,  and  show  an 
anxious  disposition  at  least,  to  promote 
that  final  and  conciliatory  Adjustment^ 
which  every  well-wisher  to  his  country^ 
every  one  who  regards  the  unanimity  of 
hia  fellow  subjects  as  the  beat  safeguard 
of  the  coBstitutioa,  must  look  forward  to, 
with  anxiety  aad  satisfoction*  I  think  it 
ia  the  boandan  doty  of  parliaqkanii  to  ahew 
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that  disposition^  to  bring  the  question  be- 
fore them  in  as  full  and  fair  a  shape  as 
possible ;  and  not,  by  refusing  an  inquiry, 
to  prejudge  what,  strictly  speaking,  they 
hare  not  heard.  Without  this,  the  true 
sense  of  parliament  never  can  be  ascer- 
tained, its  opinion  upon  each  particular 
point  and  feature  of  the  question  will  re- 
main undeclared,  and  one  sweeping  ? ote 
will  involve  a  variety  of  questions,  all  re- 
quiring, in  my  opinion,  separate  investi- 
gation and  decision.  I  do  not  think  that 
certain  resolutions  of  the  Catholics  out  of 
doors,  ought  to  have  any  influence  on  our 
deliberations.  We  are  not  to  treat  with 
the  Catholics  as  with  a  body  of  legis- 
lators, but  to  legislate  for  them ;  to  see 
what  relief  can  be  granted,  and  to  be  able 
to  say  to  them,  *'  We  have  examined  your 
grievances,  so  and  so  we  have  decided," 
And  the  decision  will  carry  with  it  that 
authority  which  it  will  justly  deserve. 
.  It  is  said.  Sir,  that  by  consenting  to  go 
into  a  committee,  you  are  raising  hopes, 
which  may  not  be  realized,  and  that,  by 
'  considering,  you  are  expected  to  concede. 
Even  allowing  this  objection,  surely  it  is 
of  far  greater  consequence,  that  no  im* 
pression  should  be  suffered  to  remain 
vpon  the  breasts  of  any  one  of  your  peti- 
tioners, that  their  case  was  neglected  by 
you,  and  that  nb  imputation  should  be 
cast  upon  the  legislature,  of  unwillingness 
to  listen  even  to  claims  strongly  urged, 
and  strongly  advocated.  But  surely  the 
question  of  deliberation  and  decision  are 
perfectly  distinct,  and  therefore  the  objec- 
tion is  altogether  invalid.  I,  for  one,  to- 
tally disconnect  them,  and  beg  fully  to 
be  understood,  as  giving  my  vQte  solely 
in  favour  of  the  present  motion,  uncon- 
nected with  any  other,  reserving  myself^, 
as  to  what  opinion  I  may  entertain,  or 
what  part  I  may  feel  it  my  duty  to  take, 
upon  any  measure  hereafter  to  be  pro- 
posed. By  my  present  voie,  I  am  giving 
no  opinion,  upon  the  question,  am  lending 
myself  to  no  oarticular  line  of  conduct ; 
but  merely  advocate  that  enquiry  which 
justice,  as.  well  as  policy,  demands; 
which,  if  granted,  cannot  be  followed  by 
any  ill  consequences,  but  if  refused,  must 
produce  regret  and  disatisfaction. 

Mr.  Richard  Hari  Davis^  (member  for 
Bristol). — Sir ;  it  is  with  extreme  reluc- 
tance I  rise  to  address  the  House  at  any 
^me,  but  more  especially  on  a  subject 
which  has  called  forth,  so  often,  the  abi- 
litv  of  so  many  sentlemen,  infinitely  more 
able  thaa  myself  to  discusa  this  important 


question.  But  feeling  that  this  is  a  ques- 
tion of  vital  interest,  and  the  citizens  of 
Bristol  having  expressed  an  almost  onani- 
mous  opinion,  by  petitioning  the  Home 
against  the  measure,  I  feel  Uiat  I  shouki 
be  acting  an  unmanly  part,  and  that  I 
should  neither  do  justice  to. them  nor  to 
myself,  were  I  to  content  myself  with  gi¥« 
ing  a  silent  vote  on  this  occasion. 

Sir;  I  cannot  consent  to  going  into  tho 
proposed  committee,  until  adequate  safe- 
guards for  the  security  of  the  constitudon 
and  the  established  religion  shall  be,  not 
only  proposed,  but  accurately  defined  ; 
and  until  there  is  nearly  a  moral  certainty 
that  they  will  be  accepted  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  :  for  if  the  House  should  come 
out  of  this  committee,  without  a  final  ad- 
justment with  the  Catholics,  instead  of 
softening  the  existing  differences,  it  will 
only  serve  to  embitter  and  aggravate 
them. 

There  is  another  reason.  Sir,  wh^  I  ob- 
ject to  the  motion.  I  have  perceived  an 
unyielding  and  hostile,  rather  than  a  con- 
ciliating spirit  both  in  the  speeches  and 
writings  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  there 
is  too  great  reason  to  apprehend  that,  if 
they  were  to  be  appeased  by  concession 
to  their  claims,  a  vast  majority  of  the  Pro- 
testants, both  in  England  and  Ireland, 
would  be  rendered  dissatisfied  if  not  disa^ 
fected.  Whatever  of  good  this  concession 
might  have,  in  itself,  abstractedly,  which 
is  only  allowed  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
I  object  to  it  now,  because  this  b  not  the 
fit  moment  for  attempting  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  with  any  rational  prospect  of  suc- 
cess. A  spirit  of  alarm  has  spread  amonsst 
the  Protestants  in  every  quarter  of  the 
empire,  as  appears  from  the  numerous 
petitions  on  the  table  of  the  House,  whilst, 
I  lament  to  add,  that  the  intemperate 
conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics  has  not 
tended  to  allay  those  just  jealousies  and 
fears. 

It  has  long  been  evident  to  me,  that  the 
great  object  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is  not 
toleration,  but  political  power.  True  po- 
licy will  not  allow  political  power  to  be 
conceded  to  them.  Hitherto  every  fresh 
concession  has  engendered  a  new  demand. 
Toleration,'Which  has  been  well  described 
not  only  as  the  ornament  of  the  Protes- 
tant faith,  but  its  security,  they  already 
possess;  where  is  it  more  liberally  en- 
joyed than  in  this  happy  and  enlightened 
country  ?  I  should  sincerely  rejoice  if  the 
boundaries  of  toleration  couid  be  enlarged 
with  safety  to  the  state ;  bat  let  at  no^  in 
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soch  an  ftttempt,  pot  to  the  hazard  the 
gforious  fabric  of  our  Protestant  constitu* 
tion,  such  as  it  has  been  handed  down  to 
as  by  oar  forefothers.  These  being  my 
sentiments,  I  cannot  giTe  my  vote  for 
going  into  the  proposed  committee. 

Sir  John  Stewart,  (member  for  the 
coanty  of  Tyrone)  said :— Mr.  Speaker ; 
in  taking  this  great  and  most  interesting 
subject  into  oar  consideration,  I  trust  the 
House  will  be  dirested  of  all  feelings  but 
those,  which  sound  justice  and  policy 
shall  dictate,  and  that  it  will  particularly 
be  jealous  of  all  those  local  and  partial 
sensations,  which  deep  rooted  prejudices 
ma}r  haTe  given  strength  to ;  or.  the  recol- 
lections of  former  sufferings  may  call  up, 
to  baffle  the  cool  deliberation,  now  so  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  cultivate  and  encourage. 
But,  while  we  endeavour  to  overcome  our 
o|m  feelings,  we  must  turn  our  atteation 
to  the  feelings  of  those  who  have  peti- 
tioned this  House ;  that,  by  understand- 
ing the  extent  of  the  danger  apprehended 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  object  required 
on  the  other,  this  House,  in  its  sober  judg- 
ment, may  be  better  able  to  supply  some 
remedy,  which  shall  cool  the  heart-burn- 
ings  of  a  disturbed  and  divided  people, 
and,  at  last,  lay  the  fever,  which  is  weak- 
ening and  destroying  their  civil  constitu- 
tion. 

To  the  most  able  and  eloquent  speech 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Plunket)  I 
most  sincerely  give  its. well-earned  praise. 
He  is  the  first  who  has  pointed  out  to  us 
any  certain  line  of  conduct  which  might, 
in  his  sanguine  mind,  satisfy  both  parties; 
most  sincerely  do  I  hope  that  the  line 
toggested  by  his  great  and  comprehensive 
mind  could  have  the  effect  he  looks  for. 
I  subscribe  to  his  reasoning,  and  will  sup- 
port his  Bill,  if  he  will  bring  it  forward  in 
the  shape  he  proposes,  with  those  sure  and 
safe  ffrounds,  which,  in  my  opinion,  will 
.  satisfy  the  Protestant  feelings,  and  guard 
against  foreigo  influence  in  that  church, 
which  has  with  good  cause,  excited  jea- 
lousy in  the  breast  of  those  who  have  pe- 
titioned this  House. 

I,  Sir,  have  presented  a  Petition  from  a 
-  great,  a  populous,  and  a  wealthy  people, 
inhabiting  one  of  the  most  respectable 
counties  m  Ireland.  From  the  language 
of  that  Petition  I  take  mv  instruction.  It 
^all  govern  my  conduct  this  night. 
]Much,  however,  ao  I  fear  that  my  right 
bon.  friend  has  spoken,  rather  from  his 
wbhes,  than  from  his  actaal  knowledge,  if 
he  meant  to  hold  out  a  hope  to  us,  that 
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the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  in  their  present 
temper,  would  agree  to  any  soch  securi-* 
ties  for  the  preservation  of  the  constitu-* 
tidn,  and  our  national  religion,  as  he  has 
suggested.  Most  happy,  indeed,  would 
it  be  for  Ireland  and  the  empire,  if  they 
would  bend  a  little  on  this  subject,  and 
meet  the  growing  liberality  of  their  Pro- 
testant fellow  subjects  with  equal  since-? 
rity,.and  equal  desire  to  bury,  forever^ 
the  differences  which  have  so  long  dis- 
tracted their  common  land.  Melancholy 
it  is  to  reflect  that  people,  so  disposed,  fron^ 
the  finest  feelings  of  the  heart ;  people, 
in  all  other  respects,  so  admirably  quali- 
fied to  be  an  ornament  to  human  nature, 
should,  in  the  subject  of  religion  alone,  be 
so  divided  as  to  be  in  reality  two  distinct 
families  in  the  same  house  ;  jealous  of 
each  other,  and  neither  of  them  disposed 
to  weigh  and  consider  the  real  causes  of 
that  jealousy,  with  a  view  to  a  final  ad- 
justment. Now,  however,  they  have  ap- 
pealed to  this  House,  as  a  common  friend, 
to  interfere ;  and  I  trust  the  decision,  nowi 
to  be  made,  will  prove  satisfactory  and 
final. 

Yoo  have,  therefore,  now  before  yoa 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  praying  an  un-^ 
qualified  repeal  of  all  the  restrictive  sta- 
tutes vet  in  force  against  them.  On  the 
Qther  kand,  you  have  the  Protestant  popu- 
lation of  Ireland,  expressing  their  jealous 
apprehension  that  such  unqualified  repeal 
would  be  ruinous  to  their  peace  and  com- 
fort, dangerous  to  the  constitution,  and  ul- 
timately subversive  of  that  liberty  which 
was,  in  their  hope,  secured  for  us  by  the 
Revolution.  The  difiiculty  to  satisfy  both 
must  -strike  every  man  who  hears  me  :-*— 
but  the  difficulty  increases,  when  we  con- 
sider the  peculiar  circumstances  of  Ireland 
as  a  conquered  country ;  frequently,  since 
its  conquest,  revisited  by  insurrections 
and  rebellions,  with  a  view  of  repossessing, 
by  force,  property  which,  by  treason,  had 
been  alienated :  and  extirpating  the  Eng- 
lish settlers,  on  that  property,  so  con- 
fiscated. 

After  the  first  Conquest  of  that  coantrvt 
the  policy  of  England  was  to  introduce  the 
blessings  of  the  British  constitution,  by  the 
force  of  law;  but  vain  was  the  effort, 
their  laws  were  despised  and  neglected. 
They  lay  (to  use  the  words  of  a  highly 
respected  man,  formerly  an  ornament  to 
this  House)  like  lumps  of  marl  on  a 
barren  moor,  encumbering  what  they  could 
not  fertilize. 
Baffled  thus  in  the  hope  of  establistiing 
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ehril  order  by  lav#,  kiirg  James  the  Ist 
adopted  a  surer  mode,  and  planted  a 
eolony*  of  Engliab  and  likotch  settlers  in 
tbenorthr  of  Ireland,  then  almost  exhausted 
of  tnkalntantB  by  the  frequent  wars  and 
rebellionB  of  its  chief.  This  colony  oc- 
cupied the  province  of  Ulster.  It  carried 
witb  it  the  British  constitution  in  church 
ami  state;  it  introduced  your  laws;  it 
amigratttd  under  the  faith  of  your  charters 
— eharters  reeogaized  by  many  acts  of 
the  legislature ;  and,  under  such  faith  and 
auch>  laws,  it  has  grown  to  strength,  and 
power,  and  wealth.  They  are  children 
of^yoii»  children :  they  have  the  right  of 
blood  and  the  right  of  law  to  claim  for 
tiie  eontimiance  of  that  liberty  and  the 
protection  of  that  religion,  which  yoqr 
ancestors  granted  to  them,  and  on  the 
&itli  of  which  grams  they  emigrated  ft'om 
their  native  land.  They  are  not  bigots, 
at-  has'  been  weakly  insinuated ;  they  are 
a  wise  and  religions  people,  frugal  and 
obedient  to  ttie^law  ;  they  are  a  people 
who '  sen^  God  and  honour  the  KSng.' 

The  grave  and  sobef*  language  of  their 
petitions   will,  of  course,  liave  its  just 
weight  with  the  House.    They  tell  you 
they  feel  alarmed  at  the  unqualifiod  de- 
mands of  the  Catholics.    The  recollection 
•f  former  timet  is  freah  in  their  mind ;  but 
if  it  were  not  so,  or  even  if  they  wished 
to  forget  former  aggressions,  sorely  the 
speech  of  an  hon«  general  (Mathew)  this 
night,  is  sufficient  to  reviveahese  jealousies^ 
not  only  in  the  people  who  have  thus  pe- 
titioned, but  even  in  those  members  of 
this  House  whom  they  have  sent  to  pro- 
tect their  interests.    For  one,  I  feel  indeed 
greatly  depressed  in  spirit,  and  in  sincere 
hope  of  mutual  forbearance,  when  the  ad- 
VkMrate  of  the  Catholic  question  laments 
the  issue  of  the  battle  of  the  Boyne  in  this 
House,  and    brands  the  government  of 
king  Willianf  with  an  act  of  gross  viola- 
tion of  the  articles  of  Limerick.     Will  not 
rach  language  call  up  the  recol  lection  ofthe 
causes,  which  produced  that  memorable 
battle  ?   Will  not  the  Protestants  of  Ulste^ 
cecofleci'tlie  parliament,  which  king  James 
assembled  in  Dublin,  immediately  before 
that    battle,    consisting    of    above    two 
hundred  Catholics  and  only*  six  Protes- 
tants, passing  a  law  to  repeal  the  act  of 
settlement  under  which  the  Protestants  of 
Ulster  had,  for  half  a  century,  held  their 
lands  and  property?   Will  they  not  recol ^ 
l^ct  that  parliament  vesting,  by  one  sweep- 
ing clause,  all  they  had  in  the  world  in' 
tbat-uofortunate  monarch,  to  be  by  him 


distributed  arnibng  his  Catholic  foHewers^ 
But  they  did  not  stop   here ;  ibr  by  a 
second  act  they  gravely  attaimed,  of  high 
treason^  about  2.50C)  Protesum   gentle^ 
men  ;  some  on  evidence,  as  they  8md,anl 
others  on  common  form.    Thus  stood  the 
Protestant  colony  at  that  period,  deprived 
of  their  property,  and  attainted  of  treason, 
because   they  were    Protestants.      Thas 
aoted    the    Catholic    parliament    hi   the 
zenith  of  its  powers,  when  the  great  de- 
liverer of  the  righu  and  libertiev  of  the 
Protestanti  effected   his  object    by  that 
battle,  which  the  hon.  general  deptores 
the  issue  of;   and  thus  these  PmiesiaQf% 
so  relieved  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  are 
branded,   as  it  were,    by  the   name  of 
Orange -men— a  name  which  th^  g^^T 
in ; —gratitude  binds  them  to  their  deli- 
verer ;    in  their  hearts  is  engimretf  tbift 
gratitude;    and  to  deprive  them  of  that 
feeling,  you  must  tear  the  heart  from,  foi^ 
while  it  beau  in,  their  breasts,  their  gia*- 
titude  will  live ;  and  while  wine  is  to  ha 
obtained  in  their  land,  they  will  oflfer  theif 
daily  libations  to  the  '  immortal  memory 
of  their  glorious  deliverer/    Imprudent 
thereforev  in  the  extreme,  seema  to  m^ 
that!  language ;    if  it  really  be  the  aenti- 
ment  of  ihe  Catholic  body,  which  I  trast 
it  is  not,  difficult  indeed  will  be  our  task 
to  satisfy  their  mind ;   and  dangerous  will' 
be  the  eitperiment. 

The  Protestants  ask  securities  afg^nst 
the  recurrence  of  such  dangers.    They 
know  and  feel  great  danger  from  the  reM» 
less  annbition  ofthe  Catholic  religion,  when 
ever  it  is  wielded  ar  an^engine  of  political 
powen  or  made  subservient  to  political 
purposes^    This  religion,  differing  from  all 
others  which  ever  tnis  earth  knew,  from 
its  dawa  affected  political  power;    and  a» 
it  grew  in  stl^ngth,  divided  the  allegiance 
ofthe  subjects  of  all  states,  between  their 
legitimate  sovereign  and  the  head  of  the 
Romish  church.    It  gained  great  temporai 
possessions,  and'  at  last  assumed  a  title  to 
the  whole  earthi     Kings-  received  their 
kingdoms  from  the  Pope,  and  did  homage 
for  their  lands ;     even   the  British ^  lion 
couched  beneath  the  holy  pastor^s  crook, 
and,  humbled  and  tamed'    by  the  spell 
of  his  influence,  received  from  the  Pon- 
tifPs  hands  the  crown  of  England  and 
the  chains  of  Rome*— chains  which  the  Re- 
formation burst  in  Bnglaod^  but  whicfa 
the  unfortunate  people  of  Ireland  sufiered 
with  impatience  to  a  later  day.    The  Re- 
formation in  England  had 'alarmed  tbe-aee 
of  Rome ;  and  to  defeat,  as  far  as  pottibie. 
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that  great  eflfort  of  the  Eoglish  nation,  Ire- 
land was  eTer  since  made  the  theatre  for 
Popish  inflaence  to  gall  and  distress  the 
heretical  and  apostate  power  of  Great  Bri- 
lain.  This,  and  the  circumstance  of  con- 
quest, which  I  have  already  mentioned,  I 
take  to  bf  the  rea|  causes  for  the  feelings  df 
the  Kpn^an  Catholics  of  Ireland  continuing, 
tp  this  day,  more  jealous  and  more  difficult 
tp  be  altered  in  that  country,  than  in  any 
other  country  on  earth.     / 

I  have  thus  Sir,  endeavoured  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  state  of  things  as 
they  really  are,  that  the  dangers  on  both 
aides  may  be  fairly  estimated.  I  do  not 
•ay  they  may  not  be  remedied— *God  for- 
bid I  should  nave  so  gloomy  a  view  of  the 
aubjecu  But  I  see  and  feel  more  diffi- 
qnhf  than  many  honourable  memben 
a^m  to  suspect,  and  most  of  all  I  feel, 
at  this  moment,  the  unbending  disposition 
of  the  Catholic  body;  so  far  from  yielding 
in  any  ^particulars,  that  they  actually  re- 
tract former  concessions,  and  now  refuse 
to  admit  what,  to  my  knowledge,  they 
Vrere  willing,  three  years  ago,  to  accept 
^itb  gratitude,  and  did,  therefore,  actually 

Eublish  their  thanks  to  some  Protestant 
odies  who  took  into  consideration  the 
Veto,  and  were  willing  to  take  it  as  the 
^curity  they  looked  for,  against  foreign 
influence. 

I  do  not,  however,  despair,  nor  do  I 
wish,  to  direct  on  that  body  at  large  the 
▼iolence,  intemperance,  and  hostile  me- 
naces of  those  who  somehow  have  as- 
sumed the  conduct  of  their  cause,  and  in 
parliamentary  parade  and  state  have  as- 
tamed  the  political  government  of  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland. 

I  therefore  am  ready  to  go  directly  into 
|be  cot^ideratioB  of  any  defined  proposal 
for  their  relief;  and  this  mode  1  would 
prefer  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
as  proposed  by  the  highly  respectable 
character  who  introduced  the  question — a 
character  whom  every  Iriahmao  regards, 
and  every  Englishman  must  admins— 
whose  zeal  and  unwearied  industry,  in  the 
service  of  his  native  country,  we  must  all 
acknowledge  with  gratitude.  But  when 
even  he,  afier  twelve  years  attention  to 
this  sul:ject,haa  .been  unable  to  produce 
any  specific  plan,  any  tangible  proposition, 
I  feel  that  our  researches  will  be  vain  in 
a  committee  into  which  we  enter  without 
a  direct  object,  and  it  will  turn  oat,  like 
the  proceedings  of  the  debating  societies, 
I  have  before  alluded  to— all  declamation 
en  grievances  either  real  or  imaginary,  in« 
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flaming  passions  and  baffling  reasons; 
raising  difficulties  and  qot  applying  reme-. 
dies.  I  therefore,  op  the  whole,  prefer 
the  mode  pointed  out  by  my  learned 
friend,  to  introduce  a  Bill  at  once  stating 
the  points  in  which  it  might  be  prudent  to 
yield,  and  stating  the  securities  which  they 
ofier  for  the  preservation  of  our  ancient 
and  glorious  constitution  in  church  and 
state. 

Mr.  James  D<A/  :<— Sir,  I  beg  pardon  of 
the  House  for  olferin^  myself  to  its  notice, 
at  a  moment  whe^  it  is  naturally  in  expec* 
tation  of  the  rising  of  some  person,  every 
way  more .  entitled  to  its  attention.  I 
trust  however  that  the  extreme  importance 
of  the  subject  will  plead  my  excuse.  If  I 
could  be  induced  to  believe,  with  the  hon» 
gentleman  on  the  floor,  (Mr.  Bankes)  that 
tbero  could  be  no  other  intercourse  be* 
tween  the  Protestant  and  Catholic,  than 
between  God  and  Belial,  I  would  instantly 
espouse  his  side  of  the  question  and 
anxiously  oppose  the  motion  of  my  right 
hon.  friend ;  but,  c.onvinceil,  by  experi# 
ence,  that  the  contrary  is  the  fact,  and 
knowing  that  the  utmost  harmony  and 
cordiality  not  only  can,  but  actnaily  does 
exist,  between  these  two  descriptions  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  I  feel  myself  impe^ 
ratively  called  on  to  support  any  meaaurf 
which  may  procure,  for  the  Catholics, 
those  privileges,  which,  I  must  contend, 
are  the  natural  rights  of  all  subjects,  bora 
under  the  British  constitution ;  rights 
which  may  indeed  bo  withheild,  but  not 
except  on  very  strong  and  urgent  grounds* 
And  what.  Sir,  is  the  motion  of  my  right 
honourable  friend?  Does  it  pledge  the 
House,  at  once,  to  say  that  there  are  no 
such  strong  and  weighty  objections  ?  No, 
Sir ;  it  merely  asks  this  House  to  go  into 
committee  to  consider  whether  there  be 
any  such  objectbns  or  not.  And  he  asks 
this  in  the  name  of  above  three  millions  of 
persons  of  whose  courage  and  loyalty  yoa 
have  almost  daily  proofs.  And  what 
are  the  reasons  urged  against  going  into 
this  committee  ?  The  danger  apprehended 
firom  the  Pope,  and  the  disinclination 
of  the  Protestants.  The  danger  of  .the 
Pope  is  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  a 
series  of  pamphlets,  to  discuss  which  I 
shall  not  now  trouble  the  House,  but  I  rei- 
member  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Yorke),  who  seems  so  very  much 
afraid  of  him,  told  os^in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  that  we  were  at  this  moment  under 
sentence  of  excommonicatioa  by   him» 
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which  he  fiaid  he  belie?ed  few  knew. 
This  ignoraoce  of  our  being  under  the 
most  serious  sentence  of  the  papal  power, 
I  cannot  but  consider  as  a  strong  argument 
that  that  power  is  not  so  very  formidable 
at  the  opposers  of  this  motion  represent  it 
to  be.  But,  Sir,  it  is  intended  that,  by 
agreeing  to  this  motion,  you  may  perhaps 
conciliate  the  Catholic,  but  you  will  there- 
by alienate  the  Protestants  I  will  not 
take  upon  myself  to  say  what  may  be  the 
Protestant  feeling,  in  England,  farther 
than  that  very  few  of  the  counties  and  po- 
pulous towns  have  come  forward,  if  they 
are  really  vei^  anxious  on  this  subject. 
As  to  Ireland,  1  wiil  venture  to  assert  that 
the  voice  of  the  Protestant  is  in  favour  of 
the  CathoHc ;  I  assert  this  from  experience 
and  also  from  the  Petitions  on  your  table ; 
for  not  above  three  or  four  request  that  the 
Catholics  may  not  ^et  any  thing  more. 
The  rest  demand  securities  for  the  Protes- 
tant constitution,  should  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  concede  their  wishes  to  the  Ca- 
tholics; thereby  admitting  that,  with  se- 
curitiesy  the^  are  entitled  to  the  prayer  of 
their  petition. 

I,  Sir,  also  expect  securities ;  not  how- 
ever the  Veto  nor  any  security  of  that  sort, 
but  those  which  arise  from  the  increasing 
wealth  of  the  Catholic,  his  increasing  "pro- 
perty, and  his  increasing  attachment  to 
the  constitution,  arising  from  the  feelings 
of  the  increased  happiness  and  comfort  he 
enjoys  under  it.  These,  Sir,  are  the  secu- 
rities I  seek  for,  and  conceiving  them  best 
attained  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  of  my 
aright  hon.  ^iend,  1  shall  give  it  my  cor- 
•dial  support. 

Mr.  fVilliam  Fitzgerald  said,  that  the 
'House  bad  heard  from  the  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet who  had  addressed  them  last  but  one, 
the  character  of  the  petitioners,  whose 
claims  they  were  called  on  to  consider. 
To  the  testimony  of  that  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet, he  was  willing  to  add  any  weight 
'Which  his  opinion  might  carry  with  it. 
He  should  not,  perhaps,  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  have  addressed  the  House; 
^ut,  entertaining  the  opinions  he  did  on  this 
«ubject,  and  standing,  as  he  did,  in  a  pub- 
•lic.situation,  be  conceived  himself  bound 
^o  state  the  grounds  on  which  he  intended 
to  give  his  vote  that  evening.  In  giving 
4hat  vote,  he  would  be  a  traitor  to  his  own 
feelings,  a  traitor  to  the  cause  which  he 
supported,  and  a  traitor  to  his  country,  if 
lie  gave  to  the  sentiments  of  any  man  a 
creator  degree  of  importance  than  they  in- 
tQHiically  deserved,  abstracted  frooi  every 


personal  conilideratton.  He  felt  in  opposi* 
tion  to  what  had  fallen  from  an  hon.gentle- 
man  last  nieht,  that  it  was  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance! nat  the  question  had  been  lef^>  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  last  session  of  the  last 
narliament,  as  it  had  been.  By  this  means 
if  permitted  gentlemen,  who  were  fa- 
vourable to  the  Catholic  Claims;  to  re- 
main in  connection  with  those  to  whom 
they  were,  by  their  public  duties,  as  well 
as  by  their  private  feelings,  attached.— 
Such  a  njoderate  course  of  proceeding  be 
hoped  would  produce,  either  on  that  night, 
or  on  any  future  night,  when  the  questioa 
should  be  decided,  a  fortunate  result  to  the 
motion  o^the  right  hon.  gentleman.  It  was 
fortunate  that  they  did  not  come  to  it  as  a 
party  question ;  it  was  fortunate  that  they 
did  notcome  to  it  as  a  question, the  decisioa 
of  which  would  bring  triumph  to  one  party 
•r  to  another ;  but  as  a  question  deeply  in^ 
teresting  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  em- 
pire. Fortunately  it  had  been  treated  in 
this  manner — for  if  it  had  been  introduced 
in  any  other,  such  an  introduction  must 
have  tended  to  its  defeat.  The  right  hon. 
baronet  (sir  John  Stewart)  had  observed, 
that  he  coincided  in  all  that  fell  from  tho 
right  hon.  mover,  and  had  entered  into  so 
warm  a  description  of  his  Catholic  coun- 
trymen, as  he  (Mr.  Fitzgerald)  could  not 
help  considering  as  a  prelude  to  his  appro- 
bation of  the  present  motion.  But,  with  a 
degree  of  inconsistency,  which  he  never 
before  witnessed  in  parliament,  that  right 
hon..  baronet  had  called  the  House  back 
to  the  proscription  of  the  Catholic  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  baronet  ' 
had  called  the  House  back  to  those  acts 
which  he  (Mr.  Fitzgejrald)  did  not  wish  to 
bring  to  their  remembrance.  But,  the 
right  hon.  baronet  should  have  recqliected, 
that  they  were  not  asked  to  decide  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Catholics  of  that  day.— He 
differed  from  an  hon.  i;eneral  (Mathew) 
who  had  spoken  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
as  having  faithfully  and  loyally  adhered 
to  king  James,  and  being  absolved  from 
any  blame  in  so  doing.  He  neither  re^ 
gretted  the  battle  of  the  B^yne,  nor  la* 
mented  over  the  Revolution  \  but  still  he 
thought  that  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics should  not  be  neglected ;  vpheo  be 
saw,  that  a  conscientious  spirit,  however 
mistaken,  bound  them  to  the  throne  of 
James,  although  he  might  lament  the 
course  which  they  had  pursued,  still  he 
would  never  agree  in  the  proposition,  that 
the  manes  of  the  acts  passed  by  the  Catho- 
lic parliament  of  belaud^  were  to  be  cciy  oiy 
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ed  up  to  deter  that  Haute  from  granting 
concession  at  the  present  time.— The  right 
hon.  baronet  had  stated^  that  they  knew 
not  with  whom  thej  were  to  treat ;  they 
were  ignorant  of  any  party  with  whom 
ihev  were  to  negociate.  He  (Mr.  Fitzg^* 
raid)  wanted  neither  to  treat  nor  to  nego- 
ciate ;  such  a  proceeding'iiras  not  compa- 
tible with  the  duty,  the  honour,  the  dig-^ 
nity  of  parliament.  For  he  perfectly 
agreed  in  those  sentiments  which  fell  from 
the  right  hon.  mover  last  night,  that  it 
was  for  parliament  to  legislate ;  and,  if 
concession  were  called  for,  it  was  for  par- 
liament to  state  the  terms.— He  would  not 
go  into  the  various  questions  introduced 
by  different  members  in  the  course  of  the 
debate ;  it  was  enough  for  him  distinctly 
to  observe,  that,  in  voting  for  going  into  a 
committee,  he  did  not  bind  himseli  to  any 
thing  which  might  afterwards  be  propos^ 
*»but  he  would  enter  that  committee, 
anxious  to  promote  such  measures  as 
might  tend  to  general  harmony  ;  anxious 
to  grant  to  the  Roman  Catholics  all  tiiai 
they  could  fairly  demand ;  and  no  less 
anxious  to  preserve  the  Protestant  Church; 
unimpaired,  in  all  its  sanctity  and  all  iu 
apleiklour.  The  right  hon.  baronet 
said  that  he  appeared  on  the  part  of  those 
who  ''  feared  God,  and  honoured  the  King !" 
Was  the  right  hon.  baronet  then  to  be  un- 
derstood as  meaning,  that  those  who  were 
friendly  to  the  Catholic  Claims  did  not 
fear  God,  or  did  not  honour  the  King  ?-— 
Surely  they  were  equally  attached  to  the 
constitution's  those  who  formed  a  different 
opinion  on  this  subject.  The  right  hon. 
baronet  had  designated  the  Protestants  of 
the  north  of  Ireland,  a  part  of  whom  he 
represented,  as  a  loyal  and  faithful  race ; 
the  sons  of  their  sons,  the  descendants  of 
Englishmen.  Did  the  right  hon.  baronet 
mean  to  say,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
that  part  of  the  country  were  other- 
wise? The  Protestants  of  that  country 
might  be  the  sons  of  their  sons,  but  they 
ought  to  recollect  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics were  their  brothers.  The  vote 
which  he  meant  to  give,  was  not  forced 
from  him  by  any  particular  circum- 
stances, that  vote  he  would  give  whether 
in  office  or  out  of  office ;  without  any  refe- 
rence whatevei:  to  political  connection. 
The  recent  conduct  of  the  Catholics  had 
repeatedly  been  alluded  to,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.  Whatever  that  conduct 
had  been,  and  part  of  it,  he  admitted,  was 
.presumptuous  and  overbearing,  the  gene- 
ral body  had  been  severely  visited  for  it. 
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since  that  fact  had  been  made  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  against  their  claims* 
But  still  that  was  not  the  cause  which  they 
were  called  on  to  decide.  However 
improperly  individuals  might  have  de-< 
meaned  themselves,  that  conduct  formed 
no  reason  for  condemning  the  whole  Ca- 
tholic body  ;  still  less  was  it  an  argument 
for  decision  against  the  Catholic  Claims*-^ 
i^hould  those*  claims  be  submitted  to  a 
committee,  the  first  thing  that  committee 
would  have  to  consider  would  be  what  ar- 
rangement could  be  made,  without  tredch* 
ing  on  their  religious  rights— without  im- 
pairing the  dignity  of  the  Catholic  Church 
—at  the  same  time  afibrding  full  security 
to  our  Protestant  establishments.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  expressed  himself 
particularly  favourable  to  domestic  nomi- 
nation ;  as  preventing  foreign  intercourse 
and  foreign  influence;  that  intercourse 
with  the  See  of  Rome,  which  even  Catholic 
monarchs  considered  a  high  misdemeanour 
in  their  subjects.  The  greatest  security, 
he  conceived,  which  the  Protestant  estab-. 
liahment  could  have,  was  to  be  found  in 
attaching  the  Catholics  to  the  constitution 
under  which  tl|ey  lived— by  exciUng  their 
interests,  their  feelings,  ^tbeir  pride,  and 
their  passions,  to  its  support.  Whether  ta 
assist  in  such  a  work,  their  clergy  should 
receive  regular  stipends  from  the  govern- 
ment, or  be  supported  by  a  grant  froni 
parliament,  he  would  not  take  upon  him  te 
say :  but,  of  this  he  was  sure,  that  means 
of  cbnciliation  might  be  devised,  which 
would  be  sufficient  to  remove  ^very  griev- 
ance ;  and,  therefore,  he  would  vote  for  a 
committee,  in  which  those  means  might 
be  maturely  weighed  and  considered. 

Mr.  Edward  Prolheroe,  in  a  maiden 
speech,  said : 

Sir;  considering  the  deservedly  high 
authority,  in  this  House,  of  the  right 
hon.  mover  of  the  Resolution,  in  the 
last  parliament, ,  v^ith  which  our  com- 
pliance is  now  demanded  ;  considering,  too^ 
that  this  Resolution  was  adopted  by  a  for- 
mer House  of  Commons ;  1  feel  that  it 
would  ill  become  the  humble  individual 
who  has  now  the  honour  of  addressing  you, 
to  question  its  political  wisdom  or  consti- 
tutioi^l  propriety  ;  yet  I  cannot  but  re- 
joice th^t  as  a  member  of  the  new  legisla* 
ture,  I  approach  the  discussion  of  this- 
important  question  with  a  judgment  un« 
shackled  by  any  pledge  whatever.  My 
hon.  colleague  (Mr.  Richard  Hart  Davis) 
has  truly  said,  that  Jiis  sentiments  are  sane- 
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ttoned  by  the  great  body  of  ovV  conttito^ 
ents ;  yet,  decided  as  are  tbeir  instroctions, 
I  shall  rolloW  them  so  far  only  as  they  are 
consistent  wit|i  the  dictates  of  my  own 
coBscience.  ' 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  now 
urges  to  redeem  the  pledge  of  the  last 
parliament^  has  contented  himself  with 
giving  an  eloquent  and  general  detail  of 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  in- 
Testigttion  and  full  diseassion  of  this  sub* 
jeot,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
r^ow.  Sir,  I  frankly  confess  that,  in  a  ques- 
tion of  this  nature,  I  see  no  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  that  mode  of  enquiry,  which 
i§  peculiarly  suited  to  such  cases  as  the 
Orders  in  Council,  where  the  production 
of  eTidence  might  throw  additional  light 
on  the  subject  under  consideration  y  but 
what  evidence  could  assist  us  in  weighing 
the  scruples  of  conscience,  or  the  feelings 
df  loyalty  ?  In  ascertaining  constitutional 
rights,  or  balancing  political  expedience  ? 
Odr  present  debate  may  afford  a  fair  spe* 
cimen  of  the  proceedings  of  such  a  com- 
mittee, and  of  the  dissonance  which  most 
j^rerail  there*  We  hear  the  right  hon. 
tnd  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  rlonkei)^ 
#hose  speech  hli3  met  with  such  deserved 
applause,  candidly  admit  the  necessity  of 
providing  some  safeguard  against  the  dan- 
ger, which  must  aritOi  firom  the  exercise 
#f  foreign  influence ;  yet  he  does  not  pro- 
less  to  bo  prepared  with  any  definitive 
proposition,  satisfactory  to  the  Catholics 
6r  to  himself.  The  hon.  baronet  (Sir  J. 
C.  Hippisley),  who  has  bestowed  so  much 
Attention  on  the  subject,  has  indeed  ma- 
tared  his  plans,  but  requires  a  special  com- 
mittee to  take  them  into  consideration. 
The  hon.  general  (Mathew),  on  the  other 
hand,  boldly  avows  that  the  Catholics  will 
not,  ought  not  to  be  satisfied,  unless  their 
elaims  are  conceded,  without  any  restraint 
Or  restriction  whatsoever. 
'  Sir,  I  demand,  before  we  descend,  for 
the  sake  of  conciKatiod,  one  step  from  the 
high  ground  of  the.  constttotion,  that  we 
should  not  only  have,  before  ns,  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  cordial  disposition,  on  the 
1>artofthe  Catholics,  to  approximation  in 
oyalty  and  charity,  but  that  the  heads  of 
that  church  should  give  proof  of  their  sin- 
cerity and  moderation,  by  the  tender  of 
every  concession  tod  every  pledge  con^ 
•istent  with  their  faith  and  conscience.  Is 
this,  Snr,  the  spirit  that  we  witness  ?  On 
the  contrary,  have  not  their  most  zealous 
friends,  who  have  been  strivins  to  render 
tbem  popular,  by  desiring  pledget  of  loy- 


alty,  received  in  their  tttm  nothitig  b«t 
obloquy  and  disavowal?  May  we  sot 
still  recognize,  in  itit  haughty  tone  wbldi 
thu^  rejects  all  compromise,  the  spirit  of 
the  8enm$  SetxfCfrum,  trampling  on  tknr 
neck  of  kings!  With  aoch  experience^ 
few  senators  will  hereafter  have  the  hardi^ 
hood  to  become  sponsors  for  thoscf  who 
refuse  '*  to  ratify  atid  confirm  all  that  hai 
been  promised  and  vowed  in  their  names.'' 
These  Protestant  advocates  of  the  Cm^ 
tholic  cause  now  take  their  ground  with 
greater  circumspection.  Unable  to  cm^ 
ceal  the  intoleradt  spirit  and  dangerovs 
tenets  of  the  church  of  Rome,  recorded  io 
the  page  of  history,  they  aver  that  moders 
Catholics  have  renounced  these  doctrines^ 
and  triumphantly  produce  their  proof,  ia 
answer  to  certain  queries  proposed  to  fb^ 
reign  universities.  Need  1  reply  that 
every  true  Catholic  acknowledges  the  an* 
thority  of  a  general  council,  dolv  held 
under  the  sovereign  pontiff,  to  be  innillible^ 
and  submits  his  conscience  implicitly  to  hs 
decrees;  whereas  he  knows  of  no  sueh 
authority,  in  his  churchy  as  that  of  an  mii« 
versity }  I  cannot  but  observe  too,  that 
not  one  of  these  universities  intimates  that 
the  belief  of  the  Catholic  church  is,  in  tha 
slightest  degree,  changed  or  capable  of 
change ;  and  though  they  disavow  certaiA 
doctrines  to  be  those  of  their  charch,  they 
do  not  deny  that  she  reuins  every  article 
of  the  faith,  which  she  professed,  when  the 
horrors  of  a  bigotted  persecution  pf»> 
sented,  to  this  country^  its  practical  illas* 
tration.  * 

I  will  not  now  enter  on  the  qnestien, 
whether  any  of  those  tenets^  in  times  of 
greater  peril  to  the  constitution,  rendered 
necessary  the  exclusion  of  their  professors, 
from  the  full  benefits  of  religious  tolera- 
tion, or  justified  the  penal  laws  which, 
under  happier  auspices,  have  been  effaced 
from  our  statute  books.  I  rejoice,  Si^, 
that  no  limits  are  now  placed,  nor  need  be 
placed,  to  the  enjoyment  of  religious  tole- 
ration. If  there  remaiil  one  vestige  of  a 
penal  statute,  infringing  the  free  exercide 
of  religious  worship,  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  every  man's  conscience,  let  it  be 
wiped  away  as  a  disgrace  to  our  religious 
charter ! 

But  surely  I  need  not  remind  the  intelli- 
gent legislator  that  religious  liberty  is  one 
thing,  and  political  privilege  another; 
that  a  state  of  political  society  implies  the 
existence  of  restraints  for  the  general 
good ;  and  that  it  is  for  the  supreme  ail- 
thority,  in  every  state^  to  judge  and  deler- 
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nine  to  what  periom  power  Mtd  offlee  can 
most  safely  be  emroated.  If  tht  legis1a> 
tore  deem  it  prudent  to  prescribe  a  test  of 
afi^ction  to  the  governnenty  a»  a  qnaliBca- 
tion  for  admission  to  office,  surely  this  is 
no  infractioa  of  political  rights!  If 
there  exists  a  national  establishment 
ef  religion,  united  with  the  civil  goTcrn* 
ment,  and  incorporated  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  country,  is  it  not  natu- 
ral that  this  test  should  be  extended  to  a 
proof  of  attachment  to  the  whole  constitu- 
tion ?  Above  all,  could  it  be  reasonably 
expected  that  any  government  should 
admit,  to  places  of  tl^  highest  trust  and 
authority,  those,  whose  principles  are 
known  to  be  adverse  to  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  whose  faith  must  lead  them  to 
wish  for  its  subversion }  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
whose  judgment  will  be  allowed  not  to 
have  been  warped  by  any  religious  partial- 
ities, expresses  a  decided  opinion,  that "  no 
nan  ought  to  bo  trusted  with  any  share  of 
power  under  a  government,  who  must,  to 
met  consistently  with  hiasself,  endeavour 
the  destruction  of  that  very  government.^' 
I  admit  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of 
peace  and  concord  in  the  country,—- but 
let  us  beware  of  sacrificing  the  solid  ad- 
vantage of  union  in  our  councils,  for  the 
illusory  temptation  of  a  general  compre- 
hension. I  see  nothing  to  be  coveted  in 
4hat  ''^ke  peace,''  which  lord  Bacon 
describes,  as  '<  pieced  up  opon  a  direct  ad- 
mission of  contraries  in  fundamental  points, 
where  truth  aad  falshood  are  like  the  iron 
and  clay  in  the  toes  of  Nebuchadnesusar's 
image;  they  may  cleave,  but  they  will 
not  incorporate."  Let  ne  appeal  to  the 
sentiments  and  conduct  of  a  Catholic  peer. 
When  the  Test  Law  was  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Lords,  lord  Bristol  candidly 
avowed  that,  '^  as  a  faithful  member  of  )ei 
Protestant  parliament,  his  Advice  pmden- 
tially  went  with  the  main  scope  of  the 
bill,"  though,  *«  asa  Catholic  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  his  conscience  obliged  him  to 
give  his  negative  to  it."*  Here  we  see 
tbe  conflicting:  and  irreoonctlable  princi- 
ples, and  obMrve  that  the  doty  of  the 
atatesman  yields  to  that  of  the  churchman. 
What  have  we  then  to  expect  from  less 
honourable  minds,  than  that  of  this  distin- 
guished nobleman ! 

I  have  heard.  Sir,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
-within  these  walls,  the  most  harsh,  the 
ttiost  illiberal  censures  cast  on  the  clergy 

*  See  the  new  Parliamentary  Bistory  of 
England,  vol«  4,  p.  56i. 


of  the  established  church,  fbr  taking  a 
share  in  what  is  called  a  merely  political 
discossion.  What,  Sir !  after  passing  an 
act  of  political  exclusion,  not  very  con- 
sistent with  the  doctrine  of  universal  right 
to  office  ;  after  incapacitating  every  indi- 
vidual of  the  clerical  body  from  the  possi- 
bility of  addressing  you  in  this  House, 
will  you  debar  them  from  the  privilege  of 
humbly  petitioning  you  in  favour  of  that 
venerable  establishment,  to  whose  interests 
they  are  bound  by  every  tie  of  doty,  as 
well  as  affection  ?  1  deny,  Sir,  that  they 
have  come  forward  with  a  spirit  of  bigotry 
or  intolerance  ;  .very  diffisrent  is  the  mild 
character  of  the  church  of  England. 
«'  Learning  has  a  lovely  daughter,*  and 
her  name  is  Moderation."  And  the  ad- 
dresses from  the  clergy,  lying  on  that 
table,  are  imbued  with  that  genuine  spirit 
of  Christian  charity,  which  improves  and 
adorns  society.  It  is,  then,  as  a  lover  of 
toleration,  as  a  warm  friend  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  that  I  plead  for  the  main- 
tenance of  Protestant  ascendancy. 

The  right  hon.  mover  disavows  any  in- 
tention of  interfering  with  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  or  tbe  Act  of  Settlement.  He  will 
recognize  and  re-enact  the  security  of  the 
Protestant  succession  to  the  throne  ;  but, 
let  me  ask  the  right  hon.  gentlemaA,  upon 
what  principle  he  fixes  the  limit  of  Ca- 
tholic rights,  and  says,  "  thus  far  shall  you 
go,  but  no  farther."  With  what  argu- 
ments will  he  combat  tbe  next  petition 
from  the  Roman  Catholics,  when  he  has 
previously  conceded;  nay  advocated  ita 
principle  ? 

I  have  considered  the  subject  of  the  Ca- 
tholic claims,  as  it  aflfects  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  empire.  I  shall  not  presume 
to  touch  on  the  peculiar  situation  of  Ire- 
land, though  I  think  much  might  be  said 
on  the  causes  of  the  irritation,  which  has 
been  excited,  in  that  country ;  but  I  leavo 
this  subject  to  those  who  are  acquainted, 
from  personal  observation,  with  her  wishes, 
her  wants,  and  her  interests.  I  shall  now 
conclude,  Sir,  with  reminding  the  Honse 
of  one  of  the  queries  of  her  sagacious  and 
patriotic  prelate,  "  Whether  those  men 
who  move  the  comer  stones  of  a  constitu- 
tion, may  not  pull  an  old  house  on  their 
own  heads  ?" 

Mr.  Jvshfard  Wise  addressed  the  House 
in  a  maiden  speech,  as  follows :—     • 

Mr.  Speaker ;  considering  the  question 
now  before  the  House,  as  a  question  of 
the  greatest  importance^  I  have  fistened. 
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witb  proportionate  attention,  to  the  dif- 
ferent opinions,  which  have  been  so  elo* 
quently  delivered^  daring  the  discussion  of 
it;  and  I  shall  now  trespass  upon  the 
House  for  a  few  minutes,  not  because  I  am 

gresumptuous  enough  to  suppose  that  1  can 
ave  any  claim  to  their  favour,  but  be* 
cause  I  do  sincerely  believe  that,  from 
that  class  of  society,  the  country  gentle- 
men, may  best  be  earned  the  sentiments 
of  those  among  whom  they  reside. 

The  Resolution,  Sir,  of  the  last  parlia- 
ment, that  the  House  would,  early  in  the 
next  session,  take  into  its  most  serious 
consideration  the  laws  affecting  his  Ma- 
jesty's Roman  Catholic  subjects,  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  such 
fiual  and  concHiatory  adjustment  as  might 
be  conducive  to  the  peace  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  stability  to  the  Protestant  esta- 
blishment, and  the  general  satisfaction  and 
concord  of  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, naturally  created  much  interest  in  all 
classes  of  society';  much  interest.  Sir,  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  were  accustomed 
to  look  up  to  this  House,  with  that  respect, 
which  is,  and  I  trust,  ever  will  be  due  to 
the  legislative  body  of  a  great  and  inde- 
pendent country— amongst  those.  Sir,  I 
must  include  myself;  not  then,  in  the 
proud  situation  I  now  hold  ;  and,  since  re- 
turned to  parliament  through  the  appro- 
bation of  honourable  men,  free  from  ex- 
pence  and  uncloggcd  by  promises. 

Having,  Sir,  said  thus  much,  I  beg 
bumbly  to  state  to  the  House^  that,  from 
very  particular  observation,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  that'  the  Protestant  population 
of  England  is  not  unfriendly  to  a  due  and 
fair  consideration  of  the  claims  of  their 
Roman  Catholic  brethren ;  and  I  shall, 
this  night,  very  sincerely  give  my  vote 
for  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  mover,  be- 
cause I  think  that  the  Catholic  communion 
is  now  divested  of  many  of  those  tenets, 
which  have  been,  hitherto,  considered 
dangerous  and  unconstitutional ;  because 
I  think  the  parliament  is  pledged  to  pursue 
its  own  resolutions,  and  because!  firmly 
believe  that  a  Protestant  parliament  can, 
now  is,  and  always  will  be  able,  so  to  le- 
'  gislate,  that  the  Protestant  establishment 
may  remain  pure  and  strictly  secure,  both 
in  church  and  state  ;  anci,  considering 
that,  by  the  vote  for  going  into  the  com- 
mittee I  do  not  pledge  myself  to  any  fu- 
ture act,  and  tGat  I  reserve  to  myself  full 
and  ample  power  to  object  to  any  resolu- 
tion of  that  committee,  which  I  may  even 
V   inspect  of  a  tendency  to  weaken  or  cripple 
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the  power  of  that  constitution,  which  has 
so  long  protected  our  laws,  our  liberty, 
and  our  land. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood.^Mr.  Speaker ;  the 
best  apology  I  can  make  to  this  Houses 
for  rising  at  this  very  late  hour,  is  to^  as- 
sure them  1  shall  be  very  short.  But,  oa 
a  question  so  deeply  Important  as  the  pre- 
sent,  which,  whilst  it  involves  the  general 
interests  of  the  empire,  afKscts,  in  a  peco* 
liar  manner,  millions  of  the  country  im 
which  1  have  the  honour  to  belong ;  I  owe 
it  to  myself,  and  to  my  numerous  consti- 
tuents (many  thousands  of  all  religions 
persuasions),  to  explain  my  reasons  for 
voting  to  go  into  a  committee. 

I  lay  it  down,  Sir,  as  a  maxim  that  th» 
blessings  of  our  free  and  glorious  con- 
stitution ought  to  be  diffused  as  widely, 
as  is  compatible  with  the  safety  of  the 
constitution. 

Another  incontrovertible  proposition^ 
Very  material  to  the  question,  is,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Catholic  religioa  natu- 
rally hostile,  to  the  constitution  under 
which  we  live.  They  ever  were  friends 
to  monarchy.  In  the  bosom  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion,  the  English  consti- 
tution received  its  birth,  and  Catbolica 
rocked  its  cradle.  They  obtained  Magna 
Cbarta— founded  our  universities ;  and  let 
us  proceed  to  Runneymede,  aod^  on  that 
hallowed  spot,  inouire  whether  Catholics 
are  hostile  to  the  liberties  and  chartered 
rights  of  England*  Let  those  who  say 
that  the  Catholic  church  is  inimical  to 
our  freedom,  refer  to  the  reign  of  Henry 
S,  and  see  all  the  Catholic  bishops  and  al^ 
b<Ks  assembled,  and  after  reading  the 
great  chiifrter,  with  solemn  ceremonies 
and  tremendous  denunciations,  passing 
sentence  of  excommunication  against 
every  person  who  should  violate  iL  It 
was  Catholics  that  founded  the  House  oC 
Commons  of  England,  in  which  we  sit  this 
night,  discussing  the  propriety  of  grant* 
ing  them  a  participation  in  the  constitu- 
tion. Common  dangers  should  be  re- 
pelled by  united  efforts. 

YoUy  Mr.  Speaker,  have  twice  read 
from  your  chair,  solemnly,  and,  I  trust, 
impressively,  the  last  will  and  testament 
of  the  late  parliament,  executed  by  237 
members  of  it,  and  attested  by  100 
witnesses,  other  members  of  the  same 
parliament,  date  23d  June  1812;  resolv- 
ing to  take  into  their  serious  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  laws  affecting  his  Ma- 
jesty's Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Great 
Britain   and   Ireland,  with   a  view    te 
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final  conciliation,  and  to  the  strength 'and 

rsace  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  I  think 
Bee,  in  the  hand  of  the  right  hon.  judge 
of  the  Irish  prerogatiTO  court,  (Dr.  Bai- 
genan)  either  a  protest  granted  to  the  pre« 
sent  parliament  to  carry  that  will  into 
effect,  or  a  caveat ; — but  I  cannot  suppose 
the  latter,  after  he  has  formerly  declared 
his  decided  opinion  nearly  in  these  words 
before  the  Union  :— •'*  That  we  are  one 
people  with  the  British  nation.— The  Pro- 
testant body  in  the  whole  empire  would 
be  so  great — that  all  rivalship  and  ani- 
mosities between  Protestants  and  Roman- 
ists would  cease  for  ever,  and  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  curb  the  Romanists  by 
any  restrictive  laws  whatever/* 
'  After  this  declaration,  I  trust  that  the 
^ght  hon.  and  learned  doctor  must  vote,  at 
least  for  committing  the  Catholic  petition, 
which  is  aH  I  pledge  myself  to  at  present. 
{He  then  cited  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
Mr,  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr. 
6heridan,  Mr.  Grenville,  bishop  of  Nor- 
wich, Mr.  Locke,  judge  Blackstone,  &c. 
sn  favour  of  Catholic  emancipation.] 
Millions  of  Catholics  have  shed  their  bent 
blood  both  at  sea  and  on  land,  in  defence 
of  the  constitution;  and  are  these  the 
j>eople,  about  whom  it  is  idle  to  take  any 
interest,  or  to  trust  ?  The  more  interest 
yon  give  the  Catholics  in  the  constitution, 
^  more  they  will  exert  themselves  to 
maintain  what  their  blessings  spring  out 
^f ;  and  no  country  ctn  t>e  blessed  and 
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contented  by  exclusions  from  blessings, 
He  quoted  the  statutes  of  1779,  1781,  and 
1793,  passed  in  Ireland  in  the  adminis- 
trations of  the  two  noble  lords,  mem- 
bers-of  the  present  cabinet,  and  stated 
the  very  words  of  these  statutes  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  «'  Whereas  from  the  uniform 
good  behaviour  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
for  more  than  a  century  past,  they  de- 
aerve  well,  and  it  must  tend,  not  only  to 
tbc  cultivation  and  improvement  of  Ire- 
land, but  to  the  prosperity  and  strength  of 
all  his  Majesty's  dominions,  and  that  all 
bis  subjects  should  be  bound  together  by 
mutual  interests,  and  mutual  affections, 
and  that  all  his  Majesty's  subjects,  of  all 
denominations  and  descriptions,  should 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  our  free  constitu- 
tion, and  that  all  persons  of  whatever  per- 
foasion,  as  have  heretofore  taken,  or  who 
thall  hereafter  take  the  oath,  and  sub- 
scribe the  declaration,  prescribed  by  the 
13th  and  \M\\  of  Geo.  3»  and  the  oath  of 
tha  33d  of  Geo.  3,  ch.  121,  ought  to  be 


considered  as  good  and  loyal  subjf ctt  to 
his  Mf^esty,  his  crown,  and  government;'' 
and  yet  being  cajoled,  they  are  now  told 
that  they  are  not  to  be  trusted,  unless 
they  stbandon  their  religion  altogether, 
notwithstanding  this  legislative  enactment, 
and  thetreaty  of  Limerick  in  1691. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Irish  government  when  lord  Westmore- 
land wfs  lord  lieutenant,  and  the  present 
earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  his  secretary, 
both  now  members  of  the  cabinet.  They 
set  eyery  engine  to  work  at  county  meet- 
higs,  grand  juries,  £cc.  to  resist  the  Irish 
Catholic  claims  for  election  sofTrage,  and 
aflerwards  they  left  their  friends  in  tht 
lurch,  and  in  the  very  next  year  1793, 
the  Irish  government  brought  in  a  Bill  to 
grant  the  Catholics,  not  only  elective  suf- 
frage, but  more  than  they  had  asked.  Tht 
hon.  baronet  concluded  with  many  more 
appropriate  observations,  and  thanked  the 
House  for  their  indulgence  at  so  4ate  an 
hour,  and  after  so  many  luminous  speechttf^ 

Mr.  John  Round.^^^xr,  impelled  by  A 
strong  sense  of  public  duty,  I  would  ven- 
ture to  solicit,  for  a  few  moments,  that 
indulgence  which  I  trust  the  House  is  not 
disinclined -to  shew,  to  one  recently  ad- 
mitted within  its  walls.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion, when,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty 
I  owed  my  constituents,  it  had  fallen  to 
me  to  present,  to  the  House,  a  petition 
from  the  borough  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent,  praying  that  the  claims  of  the 


prosperous  in  which  the  people  are  dis-    Roman  Catholics  to  further  political  power 


might  not  be  conceded,  I  shortly  stated 
that  my  own  sentiments,  on  this  vitally 
limportant  national  question,  were  strictly 
in  unison  with  those  then  expressed  by 
my  constituents.  Though  there  is  no 
member  of  this  House  more  unfeigned ly 
desirous  than  myself,  to  see  the  doors  of 
parliament  opened  wide  to  the  representa- 
tions of  the  subject,  and  to  enter  into  the 
serious  and  dispassionate  investigation  of 
grievances  complained  of  by  the  people, 
I  yet  feel  myself  imperatively  called  upoa 
to  give  my  decided  negative  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  last 
night  submitted  to  the  House,  recom- 
mended, as  I  admit  it  to  be,  by  an  anima- 
tion, a  fervor,  and  an  eloquence,  on  the 
part  of  the  right  hon.  mover,  which, 
whilst  it  excited  my  admiration  in  an 
eminent  degree,  pro^ortionably  induced 
equal  regret  at  the  necessity  I  feel,  of 
giving  to  it  my  strenuous  opposition.  In 
the  view  I  take  of  this  question,  it  becomes 
me  manfolly  to  avow  my  opinion  that 
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coneesMon  has  already  reached  iu  utmost 
limits,  aod  that  it  would  be  uUefly  unsafe 
to  admit,  into  the  councils  of  the  state, 
those  who  hold  tenets  at  yariance  with  a 
Protestont  creed,  and  sobTersave  of  a 
Protestant  ascendancy.  I  cannot  consent 
to  go  into  a  ooalluittt^e  firom  which  I  ex- 

E!Ct  no  satisfactory  resoU«-I  am  sure  the 
ouse  canuot  come,  with  any  pros|>ect  of  a 
final  and  conciliating  adjustn^ent  of  rival 
interests.  1  owe  it  to  the  Catholics  them- 
selves, not  to  excite  hopes,  which  I  be- 
lieve, will  terminate  tn  the  bitterness  of 
disappointment:  I  owe  it  to  the  Pro- 
testant community  of  this  country  not  to 
turn  my  back  upon  the  petitions  they 
have  presented  to  this  House,  praying 
against  the  concession  of  the  Catholic 
claims.  In  every  view  of  the  subject,  I 
feci  myself  compelled  to  vote  against  the 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
far  going  into  a  committee. 

Sir  JoAit  Newport  rose  amidst  loud  cries 
of  Question !  The  riglit  hon.  baronet  ob- 
served, that  as  there  were  very  many 
members  who  were  anxious  to  speak  on 
the  question,  be  should  move  an  adjourn- 
ment of  its  consideration  to  Monday. 

Lord  CoMtkreagk  remarked,  that  as  it 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  come  to  a 
conclusion  on  this  important  question  that 
night,  it  appeared  to  him,  tfaAt  the  only 

Snnt  of  consideration  was,  whether  the 
ouse  would  then  adjourn,  or  at  a  later 
hour.— -The  motion  for  deferring  the  further 
consideration  of  the  question  to  Monday, 
was  then  put  and  carried. — Adjourned  at 
two  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  March  1. 

Ma.  GaATTAN's  Motion  for  k  Commit- 
•.TBB  on  tbb  Claims  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics—AojouaNED  Debate.]  The 
ord^er  of  the  day  being  moved,  for  resum- 
ing the  adjourned  debate  on  the  motion, 
«'  That  this  House  will  resolve  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  uke 
into  its  most  serious  consideration  the 
state  of  the  laws  afiecting  his  Majesty's 
Roman  Catholic  subjecu  in  Great  Bri^in 
and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  such  a  final 
and  conciliatory  adjustment  as  may  be 
condqcive  to  the  peace  and  strength  of 
the  united  kingduro,  to  the  stability  of  the 
Protcrstant  establishment,  and  to  the  gene- 
ral satisfaction  and  concord  of  all  classes 
of  hii  Majesty's  subjects,''  the  House  re* 
aumed  the  said  acUournad  debate. 
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Sir  Jokm  Netaport  rose  and  said,  that  if 
the  question  had  been  left  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House,  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  in  the  form  in  which  it  had 
undergone  the  discussion  of  last  year,  he 
certainly  should  not  have  felt  himself  then 
called  upon  to  trespass  on  their  patience^ 
but  would  have  rested  the  cause  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  on  the  statement  so  ably 
made  by  bis  right  hon.  friend  who  open- 
ed the  debate ;  and  on  the  eloquent  appeal 
of  another  hon.  gentlenutn  (Mr.  Plunket) 
whose  speech  was  heard  by  the  House 
with  so  much  attention,  aod  which  had 
been  honoured  wi^i  so  much  well-merited 
applause. 

But  there  were  circumstances  attendant, 
on  the  discussion  of  the  subject  this  year, 
which  did  not  exist  when  it  was  last  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
Some  of  those  who  were  inimical  to  the 
cause  had  gone  as  £sr  as  they  possibly 
could,  by  recurring  to  the  basest  arts  to 
prevent  the  subject  receiving  a  calm  and 
deliberate  investigation.  They  had  en- 
deavoured to  persuflUe  the  Protestant  po- 
pulation, that  this  was  a  question  vitally 
afiecting  their  religion,  and  that  it  was  to 
be  judged  .on  that  principle  alone»  divest- 
ed of  those  various  and  important  political 
considerations,  by  which  the  legislatoro 
ought  to  be  actuated  in  their  examinatioQ 
and  their  decision,  and  which  he  was  sore 
were  more  £t  to  guide  the  judgment  of 
parliament,  than  any  of  those  topics  which 
seemed  to  be  principally  relied  upon  at 
several  meetings,— meetings  which  he  was 
in  some  respects  obliged  to  characterise, 
as  calculated  to  produce,  and  absolutely 
producing  ill-will  and  dissention  amongst 
the  gr^at  body  of  the  people. 

In  the  course  of  his  speech,  it  was  bis 
intention  to  examine  some  of  the  state- 
menu  which  had  been  publicly  made^ 
with  a  view,  as  he  concei?ed,  to  prejudice 
and  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people 
against  the  claims  of  their  Catholic  bre- 
thren. Under  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  were  placed — when  they  were  called 
on  to  legislate,  in  order  to  restore  tranquil* 
lity  tea  large  portion  of  the  empire — whea 
they  Were  called  on  to  legislate,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  that  strength  and  ener- 
gy throughout  the  empire  at  large,  whicb 
must  result  from  conciliation  and  har- 
mony-i-by  uniting  the  great  body  of  the 
people  in  the  participation,  and,  copsa* 
quently  in  the  defence  of  those  rightly 
which  were  common  to  them  all— under 
these  circumstsuic^  it  must  appear  evi* 
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dent  to  every  roan,  that  the  more  calmly 
the  legislature  proceeded,  the  more  lil^ely 
were  they  to  succeed  in  establishing  that 
harmony  and  concord,  which  was  allowed 
on  all  hands  to  be  so  extremely  desirable. 
He  was  truly  sorry  to  see,  tbat^  in  the 
affitation  of  this  great  question,  some  men 
of  high  rank,  some  ecclesiastics  of  great 
dignity,  had  put  themselves  mainly  for- 
ward. And  be  could  not  but  think,  that 
where  a  large  majority  of  a  former  House 
of  Commons,  bad  pledged  themselves  to 
take  the  subject  into  consideration,  it 
would  have  well  become  those  mitred 
prelates  to  have  left  it  in  the  hands  of  par- 
liament. He  was  of  opinion,  that  no  good 
could  result  from  their  entering  into  the 
question,  in  charges  addressed  to  large 
bodies  of  the  clergy ;  and  still  less  coold 
any  just  or  equitable  purpose  be  answer* 
ed,  by  their  throwing  on  a  great  portion 
of  the  community,  accusations,  at  once 
the  roost  foul  and  the  most  unfounded,  in 
such  a  manner  as  left  the  injured  parties 
without  a  direct  opportunity  of  justifying 
themselves.  That  course  having  been 
adopted,  it  was  necessary  to  examme  into 
the  nature  and  foundation  of  those 
charges ;  and  to  endeavour,  in  that  House, 
to  refute  accusations  so  unfairly  and  so 
unwarrantably  made.  Amongst  other 
matters  contained  in  the  Charge  of  a 
right  reverend  prelate,  which  he  then  held 
in  bis  hand,  which  had  been  first  delivered 
to  a  body  of  the  clergy,  and  was  after- 
wards published  to  the  world,  were  a 
variety  of  statements  directed  against  the 
tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholics:  those 
statements  were  not  confined  to  specula- 
tive  points,  or  religious  dogmas,  but  con- 
tained charges  of  the  most  abominable 
nature.  When  a  reverend  prelate  stood 
forth,  and  put  the  question  in  this  man- 
ner— "  Does  any  person  employ  in  his 
private  concerns  a  man  whom  he  believes 
to  be  disaffected  to  bis  interest,  or  who 
would  rejoice  in  his  downfall  ?'*  When  a 
reverend  prelate  thus  stated  the  relative 
situation  of  the  Protestant  and  the  Catholic, 
he  felt  absolute  astonishment.  He  could 
not  avoid  deqtianding,  with  amazement, 
how  a  dignitary  of  the  church  could  stand 
forth,  with  wfjat  some  miffbt  term  an  in- 
direct, but  what  he  considered  a  direct 
charge  against  the  whole  Catholic  body  ? 
A  charge  which,  however  it  might  be 
yelled,  did,  in  effect,  accuse  tbem  of  dis* 
affection  to  the  state,  and  of  harbourimg 
principles  which  would  lead  tbem  to  re- 
joice in  its  ruin  and  destruction* 

(V0L,xxrv,j 


But,  lest  any  doubt  should  be  entertain- 
ed  of  the  meaning  of  the  right  reverend 
prelate  in  that  Charge,  he  afterwards 
makes  the  accusation  in  plain  and  direct 
terms— in  such  terms,  indeed,  as  be 
thought  called  for  the  animadversion  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers;  who  knew  that 
the  statement  was  unfounded,  and  had 
themselves,  over  and  over  again,  in  their 
places,  disclaimed  and  refuted, it.  The 
passage  to  which  he  referred,  was  in  ano« 
tber  part  of  that  reverend  prelate's  Charge^i 
and  set  forth,  "  that  the  demands  of  the 
Catholics,  in  1793,  were  made  nnder  their 
promise  of  peaceable  demeanour,  and  of 
zeal  against  the  common  enemy.  And,  if 
granted,  the  Papists  declared,  that  they 
would  apply  for  no  farther  indalgence. 
This  the  right  hon.  baronet  positively  de* 
nied ;  it  was,  in  truth,  a  most  unfounded 
assertion.  And,  in  proof  of  this  allega- 
tion, he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  question  .which  was  put,  at 
that  time,  by  the  late  marquis  of  Down- 
shire  to  the  present  earl  of  Buckingham- 
shire, then  lord  Hobart.  The  noble  mar-  « 
quis  observed,  **  that  his  vote  mainly  de- 
pended on  the  answer  he  should  receive 
•to  this  question.  Will  the  Catholics  be 
satisfied,  if  the  concessions  now  asjced 
are  granted  ?  Will  they  accept  them  in 
full  satisfaction  of  their  demands }"  What 
was  the  answer  of  my  lord  Hobart  ?  "  I 
am  not  warranted  in  giving  any  such  as- 
surance I"  And  what  was  the  real  state 
of  the  fact  ?  Why  the  petitioners,  at  that 
period,  called,  as  they  now  call,  for  com- 
plete emancipation.  And^  it  was  remark- 
able, that,  upon  the  bringing  in  of  the 
Bill,  which  was  introduced  to  grant  them 
partial  relief,  the  then  member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin,  the  late  Mr.  Knoz> 
proposed  that  they  should  be  admitted  to 
a  full  participation  m  the  rights  of  the 
constitution.  "  All  the  demands  which 
were  made' in  179S,''  continued  the  learn- 
ed prelate,  "  were  granted ;  and  what  was 
the  consequence  ?  The  Papists  having  ac- 
quired additional  strength,  and  having, 
by  their  promises,  lulled  the  government 
into  security,  formed  a  traitorous  conspi* 
racy,  broke  out  into  open  rebellion,  and 
invited  the  French  to  their  assistance,  to 
obtain  their  real  obj ecu— separation  from 
Great  Britain,  and  Catholic  ascendancy  V* 

The  right  hon.  baronet  said,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  possible  to  bring  forward,  in 
mote  direct  and  decisive  terms,  a  charge 
of  treason  against  the  whole  body  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland.    And  he  was  sure 
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the  noble  lord  opposite  (Castlereagh) 
would  not  sanction  such  an  imputation. 
Over  and  over  again  it  had  been  declared, 
that  it  was  not  a  Catholic  re  be!  Hon.  And 
this  would  be  clearly  seen  by  looking  to 
the  persons  by  whom  it  was  fomented  and 
organized.  Such  an  examination  would 
shew^  tbat^  of  the  whole  Directory,  but 
one  was  a  Roman  Catholic.  For  the 
truth  of  this  state meni,  he  woulcl  appeal 
to  the  declarations  of  the  legislature. 
They  had  never  designated  it  as  a  Catho- 
lic rebellion :  and,  surely,  if  they  had 
believed  it  was,  they  would  not  have  ^one 
on,  from  year  to  year,  making  provision 
§0T  the  Catholic  college  at  Maynooth. — 
(Hear !)  He  was  aware  that  many  Ro- 
man Catholics  were  engaged  in  that  me* 
'  lancholy  business.  But  it  could  not  be 
otherwise,  it  most  always  be  the  case 
fvhere  a  rebellion  existed  in  any  country, 
the  great  mass  of  whose  inhabitants  was 
of  a  particular  religion,  that  some  of  the 
ihembers  of  that  relision  must  be  con- 
liected  with  it ;  but,  m  the  first  French 
expedition,  to  Bantry  Bay,  so  far  from 
having  any  idea  of  assisting  the  invaders, 
every  support  was  given  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  to  his  Majesty's  troops.  While 
at  that  time,  in  the  north*  an  organized 
sj^stem  prevailed,  in  the  south,  the  inha- 
bitants were  perfectly  peaceable  and 
loyal,  and,  with  heart  and  band,  united 
in  defending  the  comitry  against  thie 
French. 

Waa  it  right,  tben,1bat  dignified  clergy- 
Ikien  should  come  forward  smd  make  soch 
attacks?  Was  it. right  that  such  state- 
menu  should  pass  onrefuted?  To  those 
mitred  prelates  who  had  been  the  meana 
of  procuring  severd  of  the  adverse  Peti- 
tions then  lying  on  the  table,  he  would 
strongly  recommend  the  perusal  of  a  pas- 
fage^  which  struck  his  eye  that  morning, 
in  a  sermon  preached  by  archbishop 
Sharpe,  before  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
1700.  That  learned  divine  there  obsenr* 
cd,  '^  If  a  preacher  in  the  pulpit  ihoold 
presume  to  give  his  judgment  about  the 
managethent  of  public  affairs,  or  to  lay 
down  doctrines  as  from  Christ,  about  the 
forms  and  models  of  kingdoms  and  tM>m- 
monwealthi,  or  to  adjust  Ske  limits  of  the 
|>rerogattve  of  the  prince,  or  of  the  liber; 
ties  of  Che  subject  in  our  present  govern^ 
ment.  I  say,  if  a  divine  should  meddle  with 
•uch  matters  as  these  in  his  sermons,  I  do 
not  know  how  he  can  be  excused  from 
the  just  censure  of  meddling  with  things 
U^at  nothing  coocerai  bim.    Tbii  b,  in* 
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deed,  a  practisinur  in  state  matters ;  and 
H  usurping  an  office  that  belongs  to  ano- 
ther profession,  and  to  men  of  another 
character ;  and  1  should  account  it  every 
whit  as  indecent  in  a  clergyman  to  talre 
upon  him  to  deal  in  these  points,  as  it 
would  be  for  him  to  determine  titles  of 
land  in  the  pulpit,  which  are  in  dispute  in 
Westminster- ball.''*  Such  was  the  opi« 
nion  of  archbishop  Sharpe,  preaching  be- 
fore the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  30th  of 
January,  1700.  He  felt  where  the  duty 
of  a  clergyman  ceased,  and  where  the 
province  of  a  legislator  began.  He  dki 
not  doubt,  but,  in  the  proper  place,  the 
House  of  Peers,  that  reverend  prelate 
would  have  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
any  subject  which  called  for  them ;  but 
he  very  justly  conceived,  that  the  pulpit 
was  not  a  place  exactly  suited  to  the  dis« 
cuasion  of  politics. 

It  was  something  extraordinary,  that, 
in  several  of  the  charges  lately  delivered 
to  the  clergy,  as  well  as  in  that  to  which 
he  had  particularly  referred,  and  in  some 
of  the  petitions  against  the  Catholics,  the 
belief  in  certain  tenets  of  religion  was  al- 
leged as  a  cause  for  excluding  that  body 
from  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  df 
the  constitution,  which  very  teneu,  those 
#ho  made  the  accusation  either  did  them- 
selves hold,  or  they  were  not  members  of 
the  Church  of  England.  For  instance, 
the  doctrine  of  exclusive  salvation  was 
insisted  on  as  incapacitating  and  unfitting 
the  Catholic  for  a  participation  in  constitu- 
tional  rights;  and  these  who  made  this  as- 
sertion, stated,  that  no  soch  doctrine  was  to 
be  found  in  the  Scriptures.  He  would  ask 
of  those  persons,  how  long  it  waa  since 
they  had  read  St.  Athanasius'a  Creed  ?— It 
was  really  something  extraordinary  that 
they  should  in  direct  terms  declare  that 
doctrine,  which  they  preached,  and  were 
bound  to  preach,  was  no  where  to  be 
found  in  the  Scriptures.  Yet  such  was  the 
statement  contained  in  the  Petition  fprom  the 
archdeacon  and  clergy  of  Bockingfaain-- 
shire,  now  lying  on  the  table.  For  these 
tenetaheld  by  particular  churches,  from  the 
speculative  doctrines  of  religion,  and  from 
the  dogmas  laid  down  in  bocm,  he  thooght 
the  legislature,  on  considering  thia  qoes-^ 
tion,  would  do  much  more  wisely  to  make 
their  appeal  to  the  practical  doctrlaea  of 
the  Catholic  church,  as  actually  carried 
into  effect,  and  as  operating  on  the  am^ 
duct  of  States  professing  (hat  faith.  There* 
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fbre»  instetd  of  ezaminiDg  what  was  de* 
creed  in  the  council  of  Lateran  or  of  Con* 
atance,  it  was  far  better  to  see  what,  in 
the  present  day,  was  the  practice  of  Ro- 
man Catholic  countries — and  to  investigate, 
whether  they  conld  perceire,  in  the  con* 
dact  of  great  Roman  Catholic  governments, 
a  recognition  of  those  obnoxious  princi- 
ples which  were  represented  as  rendering 
men  unfit  to  enjoy  what  were  considered 
privileges,  by  some  persons,  but  which  he 
contemplated  as  rights^-rights,  which,  if 
at  all  narrowed  or  Testricted,  should  be 
thus  dealt  with  only  where  danger  to  the 
state  was  plainly  proved.    They  were  all 
stgreed,  that  the  communication  of  any 
riffht,  must,  in  the  first  instance,  be  g^d- 
«d  by  the  great  principle  of  safety  to  the 
state*    But,  if  it  could  be  proved  that  no 
danger  would  arise  to  the  state  from  its, 
exercise— if  it  appeared  that  the  danger 
apprehended,  existed  only  in  the  idea  of 
individuals— i^if  it  were  evident  that  there 
was  no  solid  ground  for  dreading  any  ill  ef- 
fects from  granting  the  rights  demanded— • 
^en  they  were  not  justified  in  continuioff 
to  narrow  and  restrict  those  rightSi  which 
every  man  was  entitled  to  cl^m*    In  tak- 
ing this  view  of  the  subject,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  enquire,  whether  in  Europe 
such  a  state  of  things  could  not  be  pointed 
out  as  fully  supported  the  position  he  had 
laid  down*    In  doine  this,  the  attention 
was  at  once  arrested  by  the  case  of  Hun- 
gary, to  which  his  right  boo.  friend  had 
alluded  on  the  first  night  of  the  debate; 
and  which  he  had  himself  noticed,  in  the 
debate  on  the  Catholic  Claims,  in  1809. 
That  case  exactly  corresponded,  both  as 
to  previous  situation,  and  the  tranquilliz- 
ing effect  which  the  liberal  conduct  pur- 
sued had  on  the  nation  in  general,  with  the 
Question  now  under  consideration.    On 
former  occasions,  when  instances,  had  been 
adduced  from  the  states  of  Switaerland,  it 
was  observed,  that  the  system  of  admitt- 
ing the  members  of  every  religion  to  a  par* 
ticipation  in  civil  rights,  might  do  very  well 
in  a  small,  diminutive  republic,  but  would 
not  answer  as  a  rule  for  a  great  population 
in  a  country  like  this.  That  objection,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  urged  against  Hungary, 
which  contained  7  millions  of  people.  That 
country  was  for  many  years  divided  into 
contending  sects — ^the^  Lutherans  and  Cal- 
vinists  being  almost  equal  to  the  ipembers 
of  the  predominant  religion,  which  was 
the  Roman  Catholic.  During  several  cen- 
turies, the  experiment  was  made  in  Hun- 
gary* of  what  might  be  done  by  exclud- 


ing from  the  privileges  of  theconstitution^ 
that  great  body  composed  of  those  two 
sects,  the  Lutherans  and  Calvinists.    The 
result  was,    that  during  the  whole  pe- 
riod to  which  he  had  alluded,  the  country 
was  in  a  constant  state  of  convulsion ;   so 
much  so,  that  the  Lutherans  and  Cilvanists 
called  in  the  Turks  to  their  assistance ;  and 
more  than  once  the  country  was  divided 
between  the  Turks  and  the  Austrtans.   Sq 
the  state  remained  for  a  considerable  time. 
At  length,  at  a  late  period,  it  was  in  some 
degree  tranquillized.  How  was  that  effect 
produced  ?     By  the  conciliatory  measures 
of  Maria  Theresa^-but,  till  1791,  it  was 
not  completely  tranquilljs<^*    Tranquil- 
lity was  then  restored,  b^  an  extension  of 
civil  rights  and  civil  privileges  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  kingdom,  without  any 
reference  to  religious  opinions— peace  and 
security  were  obtaineo,  by  recurring  to 
that  very  measure,  which  we  advocates  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  now  called  on  tha 
legislature  to  carry  into  eflfect    So  com- 
pletely were  the  people  of  Hungary  satis- 
fied, that,  in  the  triumphant  progress  off 
Buonaparte  by  that  country  only  was  his 
march  arrested.    When  he  was  in  posses* 
sion   of  Vienna,   the   nation,  .with    an 
united  voice,  exclaimed— ''There  shall 
thy  proud   career  be  stayed.'*    It  was 
not  possible  to  conceive  a  case,  more 
directly    in    point;    and    it   should    be 
obsisrved,  that  the  predominant  religion  of 
the  sUte  was  the  Roman  Catholic,  which 
they  had  been  told  admitted  no  toleration^ 
—which  they  had   been  informed  never 
granted  any  thing  like  the  freedom  allow- 
ed in  this  country :   which  the  petitioners 
against  the  Catholic  Claims  asserted  to  be  so 
complete,  that  no  other  nation  ever  grants; 
ed  so  much.    Yet,  in  Hungary,  a  Catholic 
state,  every  privilege  was  thrown  open  to 
the  Protestant  tranquillity,  and  peace  and 
concord  followed.    The  same  righu  were 
now  demanded  for  the  Roman  Catholics  ^ 
and  sure  he  was,  the  same  beneficial  ef- 
fecu,  in  the  common  course  of  things^ 
must  flow  from  the  concession.    If  it  was 
argued,  that  those  concessions  ought  not 
to  be  made,  because,  for  centuries,  con- 
tentions had  existed  between  the  opposite 
secuof  ProtestanU  and  Catholics,  the  an- 
swer was,  "  the  same  might  be  said,  with 
more  propriety,  of  Hungary,  where  one  of 
the  parties  called  in  the  Mahometan  to 
their  assistance ;  yet  every  right  was  ulti- 
noately  granted,  in  common,  to  all  reli- 
gions ;  not  by  an  arbitrary  monarch,  but 
m  a  diet,  consisting  of  400  persons,  with  a 
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majority  of  two  to  one.  This  was  done  in 
a  country  connected  with  the  Popish  hie- 
rarchy, and  possessing  a  Poptsh  priest- 
hood— but  the  good  sense  of  the  laity  put 
down  all  clerfcal  pppositron/' 

So,  he  hoped,  it  would  in  that  House, 
and  in  the  nation  at  large.  The  legisla* 
tore  would,  he  trusted,  look  to  the  best  of 
all  possible  securities,  by  giving  to  the 
Catholics  their  just  and  proper  rights ; 
they  would,  he  ho^ed,  look  to  the  true 
safety  and  the  real  defence  of  the  country, 
by  giving  that  numerous  body  privileges 
to  defend ;  they  would,  he  hoped,  render 
the  country  more  dear  to  that  numerous, 
and  loyal,  and  respectable  class,  by  gitiag 
them  an  interest  in  the  constitution. 

He  confessed  be  was  astonished,  that 
persons  should  suspect  that  the  loyalty  of 
the  Catholic,  v^hich,  under  priration,  was 
tried,  and  ^ivas  not  found  wanting,  "^onld, 
if  his  claims  were  conceded,  be  irame* 
diately  extinguished.  This  was  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  bumati  action.  Could 
if  be  imagined  that  they  would  willingly 
^bt  for  restrictions,  but  that,  by  some  ex- 
traordinary fatality,  they  would  marshal 
themselves  against  their  newly  recovered 
rigiits  and  privileges  } 

But,  it  was  obsenred  by  the  petitioners 
against  the  Catholics,  that  they  had  every 
right  which  did  not  grant  political  power. 
The  answer  to  this  was  clearly  and  ex- 
plicitly given  by  bis  hon.  friend  (Mr« 
Plunket)  on  a  former  evening.  "  You  gave 
political  power  before  you  gave  the  elec- 
tive franchise;  because,  when  you  granted 
the  right  to  acquire  property,  you  gave 
that,  which,  in  its  nature,  must  produce 
power.''  And  he  saw  no  more  danger  in 
permitting  a  Catholic  to  sit  in  that  House, 
than  in  permitting  the  nominee  of  a  Ca- 
tholic calling  himself  a  Protestant.  A 
tftatement  had  been  made  on  a  former 
evening,  by  the  hon.  member  for  Code 
Castle  (Mr.  Bankes)  that  a  paper,  which 
he  read,  was  a  protest  off  the  present  P6pe 
against  the  full  toleration,  in  religious 
matters,  granted  by  Buonapart^.-^The 
right  hon.  baronet  said  he  had  taken  the 
trouble  of  inquiring,  of  those  who  were  in- 
timately acquainted  with  subjects  of  this 
description,  whether  that  paper  was  au- 
thentic or  not?  If  it  were  a  fabricated 
paper,  he  meant  not  to  charge  any  part 
of  that  forgery  either  on  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  first  introduced  it,  or  on  another 
hon.  member,  who  adverted  to  it  in  the 
course  of  his  speech;  but  he  did  protest 
niost  solemnly,  that  every  gentleman  to 


whom  he  applied  on  the  subject,  some  of 
them  deeply  versed  in  Roman  Catholic  af- 
fairs, denied  all  knowledge  of  sach  a 
paper.  He  did  not  mean  to  assert,  posi- 
tively, that  the  paper  did  not  exist ;  but, 
undoubtedly,  when  those  who  would,  ne- 
cessarily, be  interested  in  it,  and  who  had 
every  means  of  inquiring  into  the  foonda- 
tion  on  which  it  rested— when  sach  per- 
sons had  not  been  able  to  find  any  Testige 
of  its  existence,  it  inust,  at  leant,  foe  looked 
upon  as  a  very  doubtful  document.  Besides 
it  should  be  recollected,  that  they  lived  in 
the  era  of  fabrication  !  They  could  not 
forget,  that  a  notable  fabrication  of  the 
Third  Part  of  the  '•  Statement  of  the  Penal 
Laws  aflfecting  the  Catholics''  had  been 
disseminated  through  these  islands— and, 
more  even  than  that,  persons  who  doofoted 
its  authenticity  were  threatened  with  pro- 
secutions for  expressing  their  sentiments. 
This  fact  had  been  stated,  A  few  evenings 
since,  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman  {lAv. 
Huskisson},  who  informed  them  that  a 
printer,  in  Chichester,  who  expressed  his 
opinion  of  that  fabricated  work,  tras 
threatened  with  a  prosecution  for  his  tf 
merity.  But  what  seemed  to  him  ex- 
tremely ridiculous,  they  were  told  that 
this  fabricated  part  was  so  clumsv  a  pro- 
duction, as  ought  not  to  have  deceived  any 
person ;  and  yet  they  were  informed,  in 
the  very  same  breath,that  it  had  produced 
all  the  eflfect  which  #as  hoped  and  ex- 
pected from  it ;  and  had  not  only  deceiT* 
ed  individuals,  but  whole  bodies  of  men. 
But  what  was  still  more  remarkable,  the 
editor  of  one  of  our  Reviews,  a  person, 
who  doubtless  would  feel  very  much  of- 
fended, if  it  were  supposed  that  he  could 
be  taken  in  by  a  clumsy  and  ridicoloos 
publication,  had  absolateiy  reviewed  this 
Third  Part,  as  if  it  really  came  from  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.  Now, 
whether  it  ^as  clumsy  or  not,  it  certain- 
ly had  the  effect,  which  those  who  framed 
it  had  in  Tiew ;  and,  so  far,  its  matter 
or  manner  did  not  defeat  the  end  of  its 
author. 

He  was  extremely  loth  to  enter  into 
any  controversial  discussion  of  what  had 
passed  in  former  periods  in  Ireland. 
It  was  much  better  to  draw  the  yeit  of 
oblivion  over  such  proceedings.  He 
should,  therefore,  follow  the  precept  of 
a  right  hon.  baronet,  (sir  J.  Stewart),  and 
avoid  the  subject.  That  right  hon.  baronet^ 
howerer,  though  he  had  laid  down  the 
precept,  did  not  think  proper  to  follow  it. 
And  he  must  say,  that,  in  defending  th« 
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condoct  of  the  OraDge-men  in  Ireland,  hfe 
coald  by  no  means  agree  with  him.  Nor 
did  he  think  that  the  gOTemment  had  a 
right  to  extend  their  countenance  and  pro- 
tection to  bodies  of  men  bound  together 
hy  such  an  oath — which  he  thought  no 
less  inimical  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
the  community,  than  the  oath  of  the 
United  Irishman.  Whether  it  was  quali- 
fied in  one  way  or  in  another,  such  fac- 
tions were  equally  dangerous  to  the  con- 
stitution. No  set  of  men  ouglit  be  tole- 
rated, who  took  an  oath  restricting  their 
allegiance,  or  guarding  it  by  conditions. 

For  many  centurieslreland  had  been  a 
tictim  to  the  want  of  an  extension  of  the 
English  law  beyond  the  English  pale. 
This  barrier  ^as  at  length  thrown  down, 
and  British  law  was  extended  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  Sir  John  Davis  had 
stated  what  beneficial  effects  were  pro- 
duced by  that  extension.  He  would  now 
ilnplore  the  House  to  throw  down  this  se- 
cond subsisting  pttle,  which  excluded  from 
the  consiitution  so  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ireland.  And  he  was  convinced 
that  consequences  would  result  from  the 
measure,  no  less  excellent  than  those 
which  had  proceeded  from  the  original 
extension  of  English  law  to  the  Irish 
people. 

In  proceeding  to  the  decision  of  this  im- 
portant question,  he  hoped  parliament 
would  not  consider  it  with  a  view  to  the 
narrow  objections  of  this  or  that  body  of 
men,  but  that  they  would  legislate  for  the 
community  at  large,  with  a  due  regard  to 
Its  interests,  and  an  extended  and  liberal 
feeling  for  the  concord  and  harmony 
of  the  empire.  The  Catholic  petitioners 
claimed  the  full  benefit  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  they  prayed  to  be  admitted  to  a 
community  of  privileges,  as  they  gladly 
ahared  in  a  community  of  danger ;  and,  he 
trusted,  the  legislature  would  answer  them 
ID  the  words  of  the  Great  Charter— that 
charter  obtained  by  the  joint  exertions  of 
their  Catholic  ancestors — ''NuUi  vende- 
ihus,  nuUi  negabimns,  nulli  differemus 
Jastitiam.^' 

Mr.  Wclleiley  Pole  rose  and  said  : 

Sir;  considering  the  turn  which  this 
debate  has  taken,  and  the  situation  which 
I  had  lately  the  honour  of  holding  in  the 
government  of  Ireland,  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  becoming  in  me  if  I  were  not  to 
explain. distinctly  my  reasons  for  the  vote 
which  I  shall  give  upon  this  question,  a 
qoestion  in  which  the   tranquillity  and 


the  permanent  interests  of  Ireland  are  so 
deeply  concerned.  The  House,  Sir,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  placed  in  a  most  extra* 
ordinary  predicament.  We  are  now  in 
the  third  night  of  a  debate  upon  a  motion 
similar  to  that  which  was  at  the  close,  of 
the  last  session  agreed  to  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. The  great  Catholic  question 
underwent,  last  year,  three  solemn  discus- 
sions, and  in  the  interval  between  the  first 
and  the  last  of  those  discussions,  circum- 
stances had  occurred  which  induced  the 
House  to  determine,  as  I  have  alreadr 
said,  by  a  large  majority,  that  it  would, 
at  an  early  period  of  the  present  session, , 
take  the  Catholic  claims  into  considera- 
tion, with  a  view  to  a  final  and  concilia* 
tory  adjustment.  Sir,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  dissolution  of  parliament,  (a  measure,  I 
believe,  totally  unexpected  at  the  time 
the  House  came  to  the  Resolution  to 
which  I  have  afluded),  I  apprehend  we 
should  not  now  be  called  upon  to  discuss 
this  question :  we  should,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  have  gone  into  a  committee  upon 
the  Catholic  claims.  I  am  by  no  meant 
disposed  to  contend  that  the  present  par- 
liament is,  in  any  respect,  bound  by  the 
Resolution  passed,  and  the  opinion  ex* 
pressed  by  the  last;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
every  man  must  feel  that  that  Resolution 
is  entitled  to  great  weight,  from  the  effect 
which  it  must  necessarily  have  produced 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  but  more 
especially  in  that  part  of  jt  which  was 
more  immediately  affected  by  it— I  mean 
Ireland. 

Sir;  it  is  indeed  impossible  that  we  can 
now  enter  into  the  consideration  of  this 
subject,  without  bearing  in  mind  the  efiect 
that  must  have  been  produced,  and  the 
expectations  that  must  naturally  have 
been  raised  in  Ireland  by  the  Resolution 
finally  adopted  by  the  House  last  year, 
after  so  many  discussions.  It  is,  however, 
the  duty  of  the  House  to, take  into  its  most 
serious  consideration  the  precise  state  of 
this  most  important  question,  and  to  ascer* 
tain  what  are  now  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  with  regftrd  to  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  In  enter- 
ing  upon  this  subject,  it  is  necessary  that 
We  should  recollect  all  that  has  passed 
between  the  government  of  Ireland  and 
the  Catholic  committee  during  the  last 
two  years.  The  situation  in  which  the 
question  at  present  stands,  arises,  in  a 
great  degree,  out  of  those  transactions. 
During  the  course  of  those  events,  in  which 
from  my  official  situation^  I  necessarily 
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look  a  Tery  prominent  part;,  I  did  repeat* 
cdly  and  distinctly  complain  of  the  mis- 
representations which  were  industriously 
circulated  with  respect  to  the  measures 
which  were  pursued  by  the  Irish  goTem- 
ment  towards  what  1  called  then^  and 
what  I  still  must  call,  the  Catholic  con- 
Tention  (for  a  complete  convention  it  was, 
representing  the  three  esutes  of  the  Ca- 
tholics). It  was  said,  that  the  object  of 
that  goTcmment  was  not  to  preserte  tran- 
quillity and  to  enforce  doe  obedience  to 
'  the  laws,  but  to  prevent  the  Catholics  from 
petitioning ;  this,  as  I  have  on  former  oc- 
casions, I  now  again  most  solemnly  deny. 
Sir,  the  government  of  Ireland  at  that 
period  had  no  wish  to  prevent  the  Roman 
Catholics  from  exercising  their  right  of 
petitioning,  provided  they  did  it  in  a  legal 
manner :  there  was  no  dieposition  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Catholics,  if  they  did  not 
violate  the  law,  as  the  law  was  explained 
by  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  both  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  steps 
that  were  taken  were  such  as  the  govern- 
ment would  have  adopted  with  regard  to 
any  other  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
under  similar  circumstances,  excepting 
that  they  would  have  acted  more  promptly 
with  others  than  they  did  with  the  Catho- 
lics, the  peculiarity  of  whose  situation 
was  considered  as  demanding  some  indal* 
gence.  It  was  therefore^  I  repeat  it,  a 
gross  misrepresentation  of  the  condact  of 
the  Irish  government  to  say  that  they 
made  any  attempt,  or  entertained  any 
wish  to  stifle  the  Catholic  voice,  or  to  pre- 
vent the  Catholic  body  from  petitioning. 
Tlu^se  clamoors,  however,  as  they  were 
not  founded  in  truth ,  have  subsided  ;  but 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  coi^ductof 
the  government,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
did  create  a  great  ferment,  and  did  lead 
to  most  important  results*  One  of  the 
first  results  which  it  produced  was,  the 
suppression  of  the  Catholic  committee.  It 
is  now  no  more.  It  is  true  that  from  that 
committee  has  arisen  the  Catholic  board  ; 
but  this  board  differs  most  essentially  from 
the  committee ;  it  differs  in  the  numbers 
of  which  it  is  constituted ;  in  some  de- 
gree in  the  tone  which  it  has  assumed ; 
and  it  does  not  menace  the  country  with 
the  dangers  which  were  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  the  continual  sittings  ofa  conven- 
tion. This,  therefore,  I  consider  as  a  a^ost 
fortunate  result  which  has  been  produced 
by  the  measures  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
Another  result  has  been— -the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics assembling  in  every  part  of  the 
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kingdom  in  a  legal  way  to  exprea  their 
sentiments,  and  to  state  their  grievances. 
An  opinion  prevailed,  that  it  was  only 
the  higher  classes  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
who  were  anxious  for  emancipation,  and 
that  the  lower  orders  were  perfectly  in- 
di^rent  about  it.  The  fallacy  of  that 
opinion  has  been  made  apparent  from 
thoee  meetings,  for  by  their  retolutiont  it 
has  become  obvious,  that  all  ranks  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  are  equally  desirous  of  obtaining 
what  they  term  emancipation.  But,  Sir, 
these  were  not  the  only  consequences^ 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  findinj^  that  the 
Catholics  were  awakened  to  their  own  in- 
terests throughout  ereiy  comer  of  the* 
island,  became  disposed  to  connder  the 
subject  more  deeply  and  more  seriously 
than  they  had  done  before,  and  the  cense* 
quence  has  been,  that  many  of  them,  who 
before  were  of  opinion  that  the  applicatioit 
of  the  Catholics  4br  the  removaJ  of  diss* 
bilities  was  a  mere  stalking  hone  for  se- 
ditious purposes,  begun  to  see  the  qae»« 
tion  in  a  very  different  point  of  view. 

I  am  not  alluding.  Sir,  to  the  county  of 
Fermanagh,  or  others  where  the  Protestana 
inhabitanu  had  made  up  their  minds,  that 
under  no  circumstances  would  it  be  proper 
to  grant  any  further  concessions  to  the 
Catholics;  but  I  allude  to  the  county 
which  I  hare  the  honour  to  represent,  and 
many  others  in  which  I  know  that  soma 
time  ago  Catholic  emancipation  was  consi- 
dered merely  as  a  watch  word  for  those 
who  wished  to  disturb  the  public  tran* 
quillity«  But  what  is  the  language  whicli 
they  now  hold  ?  Do  they  ask  yon  not  te 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Catholics  } 
No !  all  they  ask  of  you  is  to  take  care 
that  in  what  you  do  grant,  the  established 
constitution  in  church  and  state  is  not  in« 
jured. 

Sir,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  in  smne  of 
the  petitions  of  the  Catholics  some  strange 
aiid  intemperate  language  has  been  .used  : 
I  regret  it  reiy  much,  and  have  as  mncb 
reason  personally  as  any  man  to  object  to 
it  I  wish  different  lalnguage  had  been 
ad(mted,  but  the  intemperance  of  soma 
oueht  dot  to  be  visited  upon  the  moderate 
and  the  innocent,  and  it  ooght  to  be  re- 
collected that  it  is  natural  for  men  who 
think  that  they  are  debarred  of  their 
rights,  and  that  they  are  pushed  to  an 
extremity,  to  express  themselTes  with 
warmth  and  even  with  intemperance.  Bot« 
however  blameable  the  lanauage  of  some 
of  the  Catholics  ma;  have  been,  still  this 
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confteqaence  has  eDsved  from  their  repeat- 
ed and  oameroasmeetiDgs:  they  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  their  senti- 
ments, and  the  opinion  of  the  whole  of 
that  body  is  now  perfectly  well  known. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  ror  a  moment  to  enter- 
tain a  donbt  hot  that  the  Resolation  which 
the  House  of  Commons  came  to  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session  of  parliament 
must  have  excited  the  hopes  and  expec- 
tations of  the  Roman  Catholicii  to  a  very 
considerable  degree,  and  their  disappoint- 
ment will  be  great  indeed,  if  they  find  that 
you  not  only  will  not  grant  Ivbat  they 
ask,  but  that  yon  will  not  eren  go  into  a 
committee  to  consider  of  their  claims. 
After  twelTe  years  straggling  to  obtain 
the  support  of  a  cabinet,  onited  against 
them,  they  at  last  found  a  cabinet  divided 
vpon  the  subject,  and  also  a  material 
change  in  the  disposition  of  parliament. 
What  was  the  consequence  ?  Why,  that 
vmmbers  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  as 
f  have  already  stated,  changed  their  opi- 
nion also,  and  consented  to  the  gUint  of 
the  Catholic  claims  under  securities  suffi- 
cient to  protect  the  establishments.  The 
first  time  that  the  Catholic  question  was 
brought  before  this  House  last  year,  my 
noble  friend  (lord  Castlereagh)  stated, 
that  the  cabinet  were  then  unanimous  in 
Iheir  opinion  that  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances the  claims  of  the  Catholics 
could  not  be  complied  with,  and  upon  that 
occasion  the  majority  of  parliament  were 
|vith  ministers.  But  what  was  the  case 
when  towards  the  close  of  the  session  my 
j-ight  hon.  friend  near  me  (Mr.  Canning) 
brought  forward  and  carried  his  motion  ? 
The  circumstances  of  the  times  had  then 
materially  changed,  partly  owing  to  a  me- 
Jancholy  event  which  I,  in  common  with 
f  very  man  who  hears  me,  roost  sincerely 
deplored,  an  event  which  deprived  the 
country  of  the  services  of  a  minister  whose 
inemory  will  be  ever  dear  to  me,  and  to 
every  honest  man  in  the  country ;  and 
partly  owing  to  other  causes  which  it  is 
now  unnecessary  for  me  to  recapitulate. 
My  noble  friend  himself  (lord  Castle- 
feagh)  had  changed  his  opinion,  and  it 
was  then  announced  that  the  question  was 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  cabinet  question. 
I  think  it  a  matter  of  great  regret  that 
this  question  is  not  to  be  brought  forward 
es  a  cabinet  measure.  After  the  Resolu- 
tion of  last  session,  and  after  the  interval 
pf  the  whole  summer,  it  is,  I  say,  most 
iinfortunate  that  ministers  are  not  prepared 
to  take  up  tbii  most  important  question 


as  a  cabinet  measorci  that  thev  are  not 
ready  to  submit  some  plan  to  the  legis- 
lature for  its  consideration.  In  what  % 
strange  sitnationi  Sir,  are  we  placed,  upon 
a  question  on  which  depends  the  present 
tranquillity  and  future  welfisre  of  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  empire.  We  have 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  unanimous,  we 
have  a  great  proportion  of  the  Protestants 
of  Ireland  for  the  question,  and  we  have  a 
cabinet  divided  and  not  prepared^to  submit 
any  measure  to  parliament  upon  it !  I 
know  it  has  been  said  that  the  majority  of 
the  Protestants  in  Ireland  are  unfavourable 
to  the  Catholic  claims,  but  I  must  beg 
leave  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  that  ad- 
sertion.  The  change  in  the  sentimenu  of 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  has  been  re« 
markable :  I  know  that  in  many  coontiet 
where,  a  few  years  ago,  the  Protestants 
were  decidedly  hostile  to  the  Catholic 
claimi^  such  has  been  the  progress  of  opi- 
nion that  they  have  now  almost  unani- 
mously concurred  in  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed in  the  Petitions  on  the  table,  which 
do  not  object  to  admitting  Catholics  to  the 
benefits  of  the  constitution  under  such 
guards  as  the  wisdom  of  parliament  may 
think  necessary  for  the  security  of  the 
establishments.  It  is  true,  tliat  there  are 
many  petitions  from  Protestants  in  Ire- 
land decidedly  hostile  to  the  Catholics. 
I  am  far  from  suspecting  or  insinuating 
that  the  government  of  Ireland  have  in- 
terposed, or  used  any  means  to  procure 
those  petitions.  I  know  that  my  noble 
friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  scorn  to 
have  recourse  to  such  a  measure.  As  for 
his  advisers,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
succeeded  me  in  one  of  my  dfiices,  I  mean 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Irish  Exchequer  (Mr.  William  Fitzgerald), 
he,  of  coursef  would  not  encourage  peti- 
tions of  that  kind  ;  he  has  expressed  him- 
self decidedly  in  favour  of  the  measure 
against  w||ich  they  are  presented.  As  to 
the  other  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Peel) 
who  succeeded  me  ^my  other  half  ^  I 
may  call  hirii,)  he,  indeed,  is  hostile  to 
the  Catholic^claims.  His  residence  in  Ire- 
land during  the  summer  has,  I  suppose, 
convinced  nim  of  the  danger  of  making 
any  concession*  while  his  right  hon.  col- 
league who  was  born  in  the  country,  has 
always  lived  in  it,  and  is  deeply  connected 
with  it,  not  only  sees  no  danger  in  com^* 
plying  with  the  wishes  of  the  Catholics, 
but  thinks  that  great  mischief  will  ensue  if 
they  are  nOt  complied  with.  The  right 
hon,  gentlem^  (Mr.  Peel)  thinks,  that 
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\o  grant  a  silk  gown  to  a  Catholic,  or  to 
permit  one  to  coounand  a  company  in 
England  as  he  does  in  Ireland,  would  be 
big  with  peril  to  the  sute.  Such  are  the 
discoveries  he  has  made  during  his  short 
residence  in  Ireland*  But,  oir,  these 
clashing  opinions  only  prove  the  neces- 
sity of  gomg  into  a  committee  in  order 
that  the  validity  of  each  may  be  fully 
canvassed. 

Sir,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  reason 
exists  now  for  not  going  into  the  commit- 
tee which  did  not  exist  last  year,  when 
this  House  determined  by  so  large  a  ma- 
jority that  they  would  go  into  a  coibmittee ; 
I  am  sure,  as  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned, 
no  such  reason  exists.    Sir,  it  must  have 
been  obvious  to  any  man  who  has  paid 
any  attention  to  the  events  which  have 
occurred  within  the  last  few  years,  and 
wno    possessed    any    knowledge  of  the 
jstate  of  Ireland,  that  things  could  not  re- 
main in  the  state  in  which  they  were.     I 
canaot  conceive  it  possible  for  a  man  of 
common  observation  to  entertain  such  an 
opinion.     I  am  sore  no  man  in  Ireland 
thinks  so,  whatever  bis  opinion  may    be 
with  respect  to  the  granting  or  remsing 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics.    There  are,! 
have  no  doubt,  many  respectable,  sensible, 
and  well  disposed  Protestants  in  Ireland — 
respectable  tn  rank  and  talents,  who  not 
only   think    that  no   further  concessions 
should  be  made  to  the  Catholics,  but  who 
are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  highly 
beneficial  to  the  state  to  renew  some  of 
the   penal   laws.     A  learned   gentleman 
who  generally  sits  under  the  gallery  (Dr. 
Dulgeuan)  I  believe  entertains  that  opi- 
nion, and,  if  I  aoi  not  very  much  mistaken, 
the  Orange  societies  in  general  in  Ireland 
think  that  the  legislature  has  already  gone 
much  too  far  in  its  concessions  to  the  Ca- 
tholics.    I  say  then.  Sir,  that  all  parties 
are  agreed  that  it  is  not  possible  things 
can  remain  in  their  present  state,  either 
you  most  re-enact    the    penal  statutes, 
or  you  must  admit  the  Catholics  to  the 
benefits  of  the  constitution — no  man  can 
believe  that  the  question  can,  or  will,  re- 
main sutionary.    The  progress  of  the  Ca« 
tholics  (as  was  observed  the  other  night 
by  the  learned  gentleman  opposite,  Mr. 
Plunket,  in  a  speech  which  was  so  much 
and  so  justly  admired)  in    wealth    and 
Jcnowledge  since  the  Union,  has  been  most 
rapid,  and  they  are  now  in  a  state  in  which 
it  is,    I  maintain,  impossible  that    the^ 
ahould  continue.     Why  then.  Sir,  if  it  is 
the  opiaion  of  all  parti«a  thai  thingscannot 


remain  as  they  are  at  present,  surely  the 
natural  amd  obvious  course  for  us  to  pur- 
sue is  to  go  into  a  committee  in  which  we 
may  examine  fully  what  course  we  ought 
to  pursue,  and  what  measures  are  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  tranquillity  of  the 
empire.  When  the  Union  was  in  agita- 
tion I  disapproved  of  the  measure,  but  I 
am  now  willing  to  acknowledge  that  it  has 
been  productive  of  great  benefits  to  Ire* 
land ;  it  has  contributed  greatly  to  increase 
the  wealth  and  the  knowledge  of  that 
country,  and  particularly  of  its  Roman 
Catholic  inhabitants.  One  of  the  natural 
effects  of  the  Union  was,  by  the  rerooTal 
of  the  Protestant  parliament  to  create  a 
great  number  of  absentees  ;  many  Protes- 
tants of  rank  and  property  have  discon- 
tinued their  residence  in  Ireland  in  conse- 
quence of  that  measure,  but  the  spirit  and 
industry  of  the  Catholics  had  impelled 
them  forward  to  fill  up  the  vacuum  which 
was  thus  occasioned.  Their  wealth  and 
their  knowledge  has  of  course  increased, 
and  is  in  a  rapidly  progressive  state  ;  is  it 
then,  I  again  ask,  natural  to  suppose  that 
they  will  be  content  to  renftain,  or  that  it 
will  be  possible  to  keep  them  in  their  pre- 
sent state.  ^You  must,  then,  -either  ad- 
vance or  recede ;  stand  still  yon  cannot. 
You  must  either  have  a  re-enactment  of 
the  penal  laws  and  a  rebellion  in  Ireland,  or 
you  must  seriously  take  the  claims  of  the 
Koman  Catholics  into  consideration  with 
a  view  to  final  and  conciliatory  adjust- 
ment. 

Sir ;  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  we 
ought  to  go  into  this  committee.  I  do  not 
deny  that  the  subject  is  attended  with 
many  and  with  formidable  difficulties,  hot 
I  thinly  they  may  be  overcome  if  we  set 
about  the  task  with  zeal  and  sincerity.  It 
is  with  this  feeling.  Sir,  that  I  would  gp 
into  this  committee ;  I  would  go  into  it  with 
a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  universal  good 
will ;  no  man  who  consents  to  go  into  the 
committee  will  be  pledged  to  any  specific 
concession,  or  to  any  concession  which, 
upon  due  consideration,  he  may  conceive 
to  be  inconsistent  with  the  security  of  the 
establishment  in  church  and  state.  I 
therefore  approve  of  the  plan  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grattan)  has  pro- 
posed to  pursue.  If  the  committee  should 
approve  of  his  Resolutions,  I  am  aware  thmt 
it  will  require  all  his  knowledge,  all  his 
temper,  all  his  ability,  all  his  perseverance^ 
all  his  authority,  to  frame  his  Bill  so  as  to 
meet  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  aU 
parties.     I  acknowledge  the  task  to  h% 
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^  tltfficiih,  bfikl  doitol  ^etptfir  df  teeilig  it 
•caompliihed.  I  agt^  with  ihe  right 
faon.  ike  Chancellor  of  tho  Exehecjoor 
for  Ireland,  that  it  is  thcdaty'of  pikriia- 
meat  to  iegis)at«|  not  t6no§oi:iMe|  btit 
When  I  exproM  m j  concorrenc6  With  that 
general  proposition^  I  bog  I  maj  not  bo 
supposed  to  mean  that  my  right  hon. 
friend,  in  framing  his  Bill>  is  not  to  hate 
the  benefit  of  oonsolting  with  those  per* 
sons  who  have  been  dekgated  by  the  Ca« 
iholics  to  sopport  their  claims,  or  indeed 
of  ooosolting  with  alJ  persons  from  whom 
valuable  information  can  be  derived. 
Having  obtained  thai  infdrmsition,  it  will 
then  become  onr  doty  to  Wgiskite,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  legislate  in  sooh  a  manner 
as  will  set  this  qoestion  at  rest  for  ever. 
I  listened  with  peculiar  pleasure  to  whar 
fcll  from  the  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
Plunket)  on  the  subject  of  secorhies ;  be- 
cause I  am  sure  it  will  be  attended  with 
the  most  beneficial  effects  in  Ireland.  I 
hail  it  as  a  signal  to  the  Catholics  that  no 
Protestant,  however  favourable  to  their 
claims,  will  content  to  their  being  granted 
Without  suflUcient  security  being  given  for 
the  preservation  of  the  establishments. 

I  have,  now.  Sir,  stated  my  reasons  for 
wishing  to  go  into  this  Committee ;  I  can- 
not  see  any  bad  consequence,  that  can 
result  from  it,  but  I  foresee  many  that 
Ibay  ensue,  if  we  reject  this  motion  and 
refuse  even  to  examine  the  subject.  If, 
Sir,  the  House  should  unfortunately  refiise 
to  accede  to  this  motion,  let  roe  beg  of 
gentlemen  to  consider  what  will  be  the 
state  of  Ireland,  with  the  two  chief  ad* 
visers  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  entertaining 
directly  opposite  sentinients  upon  this 
vital  question.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  for  Ireland  has  made  a  rery 
Animated  speech  in  favour  of  the  motion; 
be  says,  that  the  people  will  not  be  satis- 
fied, that  tranquillity  will  not  be  esta- 
blished, that  the  country  will  not  be  safe, 
Qnless  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
are  complied  with.  The  other  ^  right 
lion,  gentleman,  the  Chief  Secretary,  is 
of  opiniun  that  nothing  can  be  more  dan-^ 
geroos  to  the  state,  than  to  listen  to  their 
petitions.  He  seems  to  think  that  the 
Most  e^ctnal  way  of  making  the  people 
quiet  and,  happy,  is  to  clap  en  a  perpetbal 
blister,  to  draw  the  bad  humours  of  tlie 
country  together,  and  keep  them  in  a  state 
of  continual  irritation.  Let  ns  suppose 
fof  a  moment.  Sir,  that  the  opinion  of  that 
part  of  the  cabinet  wfaiich  opposes  this 
Uetiefi  shoald  prevail.  That  this  metios 
(VOL.  XXIV.) 


riioatd  be  reacted,  and  that  after  the  re- 
turn of  those  two  right  hoilj  gentlemen  to 
the  discharge  of  their  official  duties  in 
Ireland,  a  disturbance  shouh)  break  out  in 
some  part  of  that  comitry— Tipperary  for 
instance,  and  that  a  deputation  should  be 
sent  ap  to  Dublin  to  communicate  with 
government  upon  the  subject.  Well,  Sir, 
we  will  suppose  the  deputation  arrited  at 
the  castle  of  Dublin,  and  ushered  into  the 
presence  of  the  Cbineeilor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. They  communicate  to  him  the 
cause  of  their  visit,  he  receives  them  with 
great  civility^*Mbut  he  of  coorse  must 
say,  «*  I  am  very  much  concerned  to  hear 
that  there  are  disturbances  in  Tipperary ; 
I  foresaw  all  this,  I  told  the  government, 
I  told  parliament  what  would  be  the  con^ 
sequence  if  they  would  not  consider  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics,  but  they  would 
not  listen  to  me— *yov  had  better  go  te 
the  Chief  Secretary  and  consult  him;  ha 
was  one  of  thoee  whose  advice  has  brought 
all  this  about''  Well,  away  go  the  de>> 
pnties  two  or  three  steps  higher  to  waft 
upon  my  other  half,  the  Chief  Secretary, 
who  upon  heanrinff  their  story  will  exclaim* 
*'  Why,  yon  realTf  astonish  me,  what  can 
the  Catholics  want?  I  thought  every 
thirig  bad  been  settled  by  the  last  sptciai 
coBMnission,  hot  we  most  consolt  the-  At* 
tomey  General  imon  this  business.''  The 
Attorney  General  i^ immediately  sent  for» 
bat  being  out  of  the  way  the  Soliciter 
General  eomes  to  the  Castfo,  and  the  case 
is  stated  ta  him«  My  friend  Mr.  Besha 
expresses  his  concern  at  the  intelligence^ 
but  adds,<*i-^  Yov  may  reawmber  I  told 
yoa  twelve  mdnths  aspo  what  would 
happen,  if  yott  did  not  change  your  8ye» 
tem,  why  do  yoa  tfend  to  me  ?  yon  had 
better  consolt  Mr.  Saurin,  the  Attorney 
General,  upon  tins  business;  he  it  a  mail 
after  your. own  heart." 

Socb,  Sir,  will  be  the  distracted  state  of 
the  councils;  such  will  be  the  sitoatiofi 
of  Ireknd,  if  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  are 
not  considered.  I  really  fee)  lor  the  situs* 
tien  of  those  right  hon.  gentlemen,  I  feel 
for  the  situation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer;  and  I  equally  feel  for  that 
of  my  other  half,  the  Chief  Secretary. 
When  those  tif^  hon.  gentlemen  sue* 
ceeded  me  in  office,  they  fonnd  a  system 
of  reform  in  progress  in  almost  every 
branch  of  the  public  service.  It  is  welt 
known  that  when  any  plans  of  that  kind 
are  attempted,  innumerable  obstacles  are 
immedtately  thrown  in  the  way,  and  the 
greatest  perssRreiaBoe  and  closest  attene 
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•tion  are  necetsary  to<  ensure  their  saccess, 
bill  bow  can  the  attention  of  the  govern* 
ment  be  bestowed  open  such  points  when 
the  chief  members  of  it  are  at  Tariance, 
upon  the  most  important  subject,  which 
can  claim  their  consideration.— «Sir,  there 
is  a  Tery-  great  difference  between  the 
present  period  and  the  time  when  I  was 
m  office.— (Here  there  was  great  cheer* 
ing  (rom  Mr.  Ryder,  Mr.  Peel  and  Mr. 
Fitzgerald.)  When  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tlemen  have  done  cheering,  I  will  explain 
what  I  mean.  When  I  filled  the  offices 
alluded  to,  the  cabinet  were  unanimonsly 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  a  proper  time 
to  bring  forward  the  CathoUc  claims** 
and  the  goveromeht  of  Ireland  acted  un- 
der that  opinion.  Since  that  period,  how- 
e?er,  mr  noble  friend  (Castlereagb)  has 
changed  his ;  but,  at  the  time,  which  I 
speak  of,  that  noble  lord  ^as  of  the  same 
opinion  as  myself,  and  of  the  same  opi* 
nion  as  the  cabinet,  by  whose  directions  I 
acted.  Bat  is  he  now  acting  wiih  that 
cabinet }  Is  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  the 
Chief  Secretary,  acting  under  a  cabinet 
agreed  in  opinion,  or  acting  upon  a  settled 
principle  ?  The  case  is  as  different  as  light 
from  darkness;  and  I  am  very  glad  at  the 
manner  in  which  I  have  been  cheered,  as 
It  hu  given  me  an  opportunity  of  mak* 
ing  this  explanation.  Revertingi  theui  to 
what  I  have  before  said,  I  cannot  con* 
ceive  a  more  dangerous  nor  a  more  un- 
pleasant situation  than  that  in  which  the 
government  of  Ireland  will  be  placed,  if 
the  House  should  not  go  into  the  com* 
mittee.  If  they  do  ^o  into  the  commit- 
tee, perhaps  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
might  have  his  opinioiis  changed  in  the 
progress  of  it.  I  think  it  right,  however, 
as  by  th^  gestures  and  cheers  of  the  right 
hon.  gentlemen  they  seem  inclined  to 
charge  me  with  Inconsistency,  to  state 
that)  when  I  was  in  office,  my  opinion 
was,  that  things  could  not  continue  as 
they  were ;  this  opinion  I  expressed  to 
my  right  hon*  friend  on  the  treasury 
bench  (Mr.  Ryder),  in  a  memorandum 
containing  the  grounds  of  it,  and  intreat- 
ing  the  cabinet  tp  take  the  matter  into 
their  most  serious  consideration.  Idid  not 
presume  to  point  out  what  shoald  be  done, 
but  I  most  strongly  pressed  the  necessity 
of  not  allowing  this  important  question  to 
rraiainin  its  present  anomalous  condi- 
tion; and  if  my  right  hon.  friend  wili 
take  the  trouble  to  examine  his  official 
papers,  he  will  find  the  record,  and  per- 
•oive  that  I  mo  no  i  quita  so  inconsistent 


as  the  right  hon.  gendemiMi  at  present 
seem  to  think.  I  did  not  indeed  press  my 
sentiments  arrogantly,  but  I  stated  them 
frankly.  Thinga  are  now,  however,  much 
changed  from  what  they  were  then,  and, 
if  I  needed  proof  of  that  change^  I  would 
only  refer  to  the  noble  lord's  opinions,  as 
expressed  at  the  close  of  the  last  aession 
of  the  last  parliament,  when  my  right 
hon.  friend  moved  the  Resolution,  now  in* 
tended  to  be  made  the  basis  of  the  com* 
mittee.  I  have  thus  unaisguisedly,  and 
to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  given  my  senti* 
ments,  and  I  shall  only  add,  that,  if  the 
committee  is  adopted,  I  shall  willingly 
devote  my  time  to  promote  the  objects  in 
view,  and  give  every  aid  in  my  power  to 
produce  a  measure  which  may  combine 
'security  to  the  Protestant  establishment, 
with  conciliation  and  concession  to  the 
Catholic  body. 

Mr.  William  Fitzgerald,  in  explanation. 
Sir,  if  the  right  hon.  g^tleman  supposes 
that  I  am  averse  to  any  communication 
with  the  Catholic  body,  he  must  have 
adopted  such  a  notion  from  some  very 
vague  and  indistinct  report  of  the  speecb| 
which  I  delivered  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent debate,  which  I  am  satisfied  he  could 
not  have  heard.  Far  from  entertaining 
the  opinion  imputed  to  me,  I  conceive 
that  constant,  confidential,  ^nd  affectionate 
communication  vi^ith  the  Catholics  is  neces- 
sary to  promote  a  beneficial  adjustment  of 
the  present tjuestion.  The  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman  reasons,  not  from  what  I  have  said, 
but  from  what  I  have  not  said,  by  the 
cheer  which  drew  forth  some  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  remarks.  I  do  not  mean 
to  impute  to  him  any  dereliction  of  prin- 
ciples; but  I  cannot  help  now  saying,  that, 
however  great  the  dissonance  of  opinion 
between  me  and  my  right  hon.  colleague, 
upon  which  he  (Mr.  Pole)  has  observed  so 
freely,  it  is  perfect  concord,  ^hen  com- 
pared to  the  manner  in  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  differs  from  himself. 

Mr.  Secretary  PM/.-^ir;  the  speech 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  just 
delivered,  is  the  most  Extraordinary  one 
which  I  ever  heard.  Sir,  I  defy  the  right  * 
hononrable  gentleman  to  reconcile  the 
opinions,  which  he  has  just  expressed,  npon 
the  Catholic  claims,  with  those  which, 
from  his  own  avowal,  at  a  former  period, 
he  waa  supposed  to.  entertain. 

Sir,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  is  sur- 
prised that  those  who  have  succeeded  hin 
in  office,  .and  whom  he  is  pleasod  to  call 
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bis  hfJres,  thoold  difier  so  much  from 
^ch  other  upon  this  sabjeci ;  hot  greatly 
as  my  right  dod.  friend  (Mr.  Fitsgerald) 
and  J  may  difier  upon  it,  we  are  not  more 
at  variance  with  each  other  than  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  is-with  himself.  I  sospect 
that  we  are  more  apt  representatiTes  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  tlian  he  seiems  to 
be  aware  of,  and  thai  not  only  hanre  I  sac- 
eeeded  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in 
one  of  his  official  capacities,  as  my  right 
bon.  friend  has  succeeded  him  in  the  other, 
bnt  the  different  opinions,  which  the  right 
bon.  ffentleman  has  espressed  at  dififerent 
periodfl^  have  biien  also  divided  between 
us ;  those  which  the  right  hon.  eentleman 
held,  when  in  office,  having  lieilTen  to  my 
share,  and  those,  which  be  has  since 
espoused,  to  the  share  of  my  right  hon. 
friend.  In  personal  unity  we  cannot  re« 
present  him,  bot  in  discordance  of  senti- 
ment we  are  competent  to  the  task. 

Sir,  the  right  hon.    gentleman    says,^ 
that  we  are  not  to  judge  of  his  political 
opinions  by  his  conduct  when  in  office ; 
that,  at  that  time,  tbe  cabinet  was  united, 
and  that  he  was  in  a  subordinate  capacity; 
not  acting  upon  his  own  judgment,  but 
executing  the  commands  of  others;   he 
adds,  too,  that  docuijients  would  be  found, 
if  the  offices  were  ransacked,  which  would 
prove  that  the  opinions  which  he  now  ex- 
presses, could  be  reconciled  with  those 
which  he  then  held.    Sir,  if  this  be  so, 
and  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did  differ 
from  those  with  whom  he  was  acting,  what 
forbearance  has  he  shewn  in  this  House ! 
He  was  taunted  with  arrogating  to  himself 
the  whole  of  the  government  of  Ireland ; 
4be  official  acts  of  that  government  were 
imputed,  by  some  of  his  adversaries,  to  his 
^npetoosity  and  indiscretion,  yet  he  sub- 
foitted  with  cheerfulness  to  every  imputa- 
tion of  bigotry  and  intolerance,  and  not  a 
ipvord  escaped  him,  from  which  it  could  be 
inferred  that  there  was  not  the  most  cordial 
.  concurrence  of  sentiment,  on  every  branch 
<of  the  Catholic  question,  between  himself 
and  the  other  members  of  the  government. 
I  may  admire  the  right  hon.  gentlemen 
for  their  example  of  forbearance  and  dis- 
cretion, but  I  cannot  help  thinkinff  that  it 
would  have  been  better  for  him,  if  he  did 
difier  with   those  whose  instructions  he 
was  called  upon  to  execute,  to  have  re- 
signed his  office,  rather  than  have  sacri* 
ficed  his  opinions* 

Sir,'  1  vras  desirous,  I  own,  of  fDlfowing 
tbe  riffht  hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Newport)  in 
lbs  debate,,  but  yielded  precedence  to  the 
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right  bon.  gentieman,  because,  firom  thh 
former  expre^on  of  bis  opinions,  on  this 
soii^ect,  I  concluded  that  he  rose  to  answer 
the  right  bon.  baronet.  Sir,  I  find  myself 
mistaken,  and,  with  regard  .to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's^ own  speech,  I  confess 
my  inability  to  answer  it,  but  will  refer 
bim,  for  an  answer,  to  a  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  himself. 

Unless  I  am  much  mistaken.  Sir,  there 
was.  a  speech  of  the  right  hon.  |;entleman, 
delivered  last  session  of  parliament,  in 
which  he  stated,  that  he  had  hitherto  de- 
clined delivering  his  opinion  upon  the 
Catholic  claims,  as  distinct  from  the  con- 
duct of  the  Catholic  committee  ;  but, 
being  called  upon,  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
confessing,  that  he  did  not  see  the  possi^ 
bility  t>f  extending,  to  tbe  Catholics,  the 
privileges,  which  their  Protestant  brethren 
enjoyed,  with  safety  to  the  establishment 
in  church  and  state.  To  clear  himsell^ 
however,  firom  any  charge  of  inconsistency, 
even  in  the  mind  of  those,  who  remember 
his  former  declarations,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  says,  that  tbe  present  circum-' 
stances  are  very  different  from  those, 
under  which  the  question  bad  been  dis- 
cussed at  former  periods.  Tbe  right  boo. 
gentleman  seems  to  attribute  this  change 
to  the  measures  of  the  Irish  government, 
at  the  period  when  he  was  one  of  its . 
members,  and  be  says^  that,  fi'om  those 
measures,  alluding  to  the  proceedings 
against  the  Catholic  convention,  three  im- 
portant consequences. have  resulted,  all  of 
which  call  for  a  different  line  of  conduct, 
in  the  House,  at  the  present  period,  to* 
wards  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

In  the  first  place  he  says,  that  the  Ca« 
thoiic  committee  is  dissolved. 

In  tbe  second,  that  the  Catholic  body 
has  come  generally  forward,  and  hu 
unanimously  preferred  their  petitions  to 
the  legislature^  for  relief  from  their  pre* 
sent  disabilities.    And, 

Thirdly,  The  Protestants  of  Ireland 
have  also  expressed  their  Sentiments  in 
favour  of  qualified  concessions  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  have  presented  petitions,  to 
that  effect,  firom  most  of  the  counties  in 
Ireland. 

Sir,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  has  been  rather  unfor- 
tunate ip  his  deduction  of  these  conse* 
quences,  from  the  causes  to  which  he  attri- 
butes them.  In  the  first  place,  says  tbe 
right  honourable  gentleman,  the  Catholic 
committee  is  dissolved;  and,  literally 
speaking,  be  is  corr^t  ;-^nt  sorely  tbe 
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figb^  boi|«  gMitftniMi  mm  \a9Mr,  \h$%, 
though  Ui»  comiaitte^  it  di^ioWed^  yet 
every  iiulivJdual  meiober  wha  covpMid 
it,  wan  re-e}ippiiited  by  an  eggitgMe  m««^ 
lug  pf  the  Catbolicf,  to  act  on  t|ie  |iArt  of 
,that  body,  apd  that  they  are  now  poriniiig, 
precisely,  the  fame  course,  ia  their  oew 
capacity,  which  they  did  ia  their  oM. 
The  Catholic  committee,  when  a  decisioQ 
in  acoart  of  justice  had  proved  it«  illegality, 
.waa  ondoiibtedly  changed  in  its  iiaBie,aiid 
in  its  form  of  appointment,  and  it  now 
skulks  behind  the  law,  which  iu  fotmar 
constitution  hadTiolated^  but  I  cannot 
think  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  will 
.persist  in  arguing  that  this  necessary  de- 
ftrence  to  the  sentence  of  a  CQuri  of  law, 
en  the  part  of  the  Catholic  committee, 
materially  changes  the  nature  of  the  pe- 
.titipn,  which  is  preferred  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Catholic  board.  The  second  effect 
of  those  measures  of  the  Irish  goTcrnmeet, 
in  which  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  bore  a 
prominent  part,  and  which  measures  had 
my  warmest  approbation,  has  been,  ac« 
cording  to  the  right  hon*  gentleman,  to 
jcall  forth,  from  the  Catholics,  a  general 
expression  of  their  sentiments,  and  an  una- 
nimous application  for  further  privileges. 
Why,  Sir,  I  never  heard,  that,  at  former 
periods,  even  preceding  the  dissolution  of 
the  Catholic  convention,  there  was  any 
doubt  as  to  the  wish  of  the  Catholics,  on 
this  subject,  or  that  the  expression  of  thoir 
fieelinffs  had  been  si  all  partial  or  equivocal. 
But  me  third  result  is,  of  all,  the  most 
/sxtraordinary. 

The  Pre testants,  says  the  right  hon. 
ffentleman,  have  come  forward  in  the  dif- 
ferent coontieSf  and  have  presented  to 
the  legislature.  Petitions,  which  the  right 
kon.  gentleman  is  pleased  to  designate, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  as  hf 
vourable  to  the  claims,  or  at  least  to  tlM 
discuuion  of  the  claims,  4>f  the  Catbolice* 

Does  the  right  hon.  gentleman  really 
consider  these  Petitions  to  have  been  pre- 
eented,  in  consequence  of  the  oondoot  of 
the  Irish  government  in  dispersing  the 
Catholic  committee,  or  does  ne  mean  to 
arflue,  that  that  body  having,  been  dis* 
solved,  the  Protestanu  are  satisfied,  that 
all  jealousies  are  allayed,  and  that  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics  may  now  be  ac- 
ceded to,  without  objection  on  the  part  of 
Uie  Protestanu  of  Ireland.  Surely,  Sir, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  must  recoUect 
that  it  is  now  two  years  since  headdressed 
bis  circular  letter,  pointing  ou|theille^ 
gality  of  delegation,  and  ezpve«|in§  t^e 


det#naifMlion  of  ili«  Wik  ^ 
visit  any  meetings  beW  fis»  that  pwppw, 
with  tbe  penalties  of  the  Imr.  Tb^  ri§^ 
hon,  g^tleman  mm  fceeUect  thai  it  is 
considerably  aMve  than  a  year  siiie#  the 
Catholic  comaiillee  disaotved  ilaal^  ud 
tbe  CatMie  Beard  was  appointed  ia  m 
room ;  but  that  it  ia  only  within  tb#  last 
three  or  four  mentha  tbiA  tbe  PouiiMB 
from  tbe  ProtestaeiU  of  Ireland,  to  whieb 
the  right  bon4  g^kman  reftrs,  bav#  bean 
resolved  upon  in  the  respective  cennlaai. 
Those  Petitions,  in  wbi(»  tbe  sentigienls 
of  tbe  Protestants  are  es^pressed;,  with  a 
moderaitien  wbicb  dees  tbem  tb^  bighoU 
credit,  bet  which  Petitiona  I  consider  te 
be  decidedly  against  d»e  ooMesBiew 
which  are  new  demanded  by  the  Catho- 
lics, areee  not  oot  of  tbe  conduct  of  the 
Irish  governoient,  not  out  of  tbe  dispee- 
sion  of  the  Catholic  conventien*  but  have 
been  called  fortb  by  the  Beseletico,  te 
which  the  House  of  Commons  caqae,  in 
the  last  session  of  parliatnent,  and  hy  the 
jost  apprehensions  whicb  tbe  Protestants 
of  Ireland  feel  for  tbe  security  of  their  ea- 
tablishment,  were  those  privileges  granted 
to  the  Catholic^  with  vtbich  akme  they 
profess  themselves  te  be  satisfied  ;  if  these 
be  the  grounds  on  whicb  the  r^ht  hen. 
gentleman  defends  himself  from  the  cberfs 
of  inconsistency,  I  feat  itbat^  en  exaeainsh 
tion.  he  ^ill  not  find  them  ts«abie* 

There  is,  kowever*  one  i^unt  ia  vhkh 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  is  n|b4 ;  he  is 
right  in  snnpomng  that  my  eeniinenta  aie 
directly  adverse  to  the  present  motion*  I 
should  be  relnotant  Uk  trouble  tbe  Home 
with  the  expression  of  tbem.,  if  i  did  nsi 
think,  with  my  right  hoik  liieflNl  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Irish  Sxehequen  Aat 
consider iiw  the  situations  in  wkieh  we 
atand,  a  si&nt  vote,  en  a  qoesuoa  an.  ssft> 
terially  affecting  the  inteieiaMi  of  ihst 
country,  with  which  we  areoftciaUy  eeir 
nected,  might  be  thought  enbrrsasia^ 
I  do  assure  my  right  hon^  friend  thaaiiw 
with  real  regret  than  I  find  asyeelf  een^ 
peUed  te  avow  opinions,  so  BMclkal  vw> 
nance  with  these  which  he  hna  se  wel^ 
exptassed,  a  regret,  however,  which  k 
small,  indeed,  when  ceaapaied  with  that 
which  I  should  feel,  did  I  think  it  peesibk 
that  our  diHersnee  on  thia  poihw  inapMiaat 
as  jt  ia»  could  aflbot  oor  eoncnnmnce  in 
othet  political  sntyacH,  er  eeoU,  in  te 
least,  tend  to  weaken  tfajis  peraasml  rogarf 
and  eonfldenee  whicb  kas^ever  snbawtfd 
be^weefiae. 
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prm  tti  im  trguoMiit  of  my  right  lioa. 
iriead,  thai  evtrj  gentlMBUi  who  vol«cl 
for  the  S«aolation  of  tbo  right  boo.  gen- 
ilMMi  (Mr*  Canning)  in  th<5  Insi  mmkhi 
M  parliament,  is  hound*  by  canttttaiiey, 
t»  Tota  for  tha  preposiiiofii>  which  the 
fight  bon.  gantlenwin  hat  now  ai^niitted. 
Sir,  I  own  that  I  ahould  consider  myself 
boond  by  no  such  obligation;  that»  bad  I 
had  the  misfortone  to  oa?e  Toted  with  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  laatyearj  I  should 
haf€  been  most  aaxioos  to  follow  the  bon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Banbes)^^  and  deolare 
my  determination  ^oppoaing  the  motion 
iofthe  right  hen  gentleman.  I  cannot  see 
a  pretence  for  imputing  inconatsteney  to 
-anch  a  line  of  cendnct  The  pledge, 
which  the  Hoose  gave  in  the  last  session 
4>f  parliament,  was  not  simply  that  it 
wonld  consider  the  Catholic  claims ;  but 
thai  it  wonid  consider  them,  with  the 
>iew^  and  for  the  perpese  of  attaining 
three  diatioct  obiecta.    There  was  an  im- 

eied  condition  attached  to  that  pledge ; 
«t^  that  the  adjustment  of  the  Catholic 
olaims  should  be  final  and  conciliatory. 

Saccmdiyi  that  the  subiltty  of  the  church 
•atabliflhment  should  be  emctoally  pro*- 
Tided  for.     And, 

Thirdly,  thai  the  arrangement^  in  all, 
ahould  he  one  tending  to  promote  con- 
•ord  and  satisfaction  among  all  classes  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects.-<«^r,  is  it  proba- 
ble that,  by  the  <Mseussioa  of  this  question 
lK»w,  any  one  of  these  ok^ts  will  be  at* 
tamed?  bit  likely  thM  the  adjustment 
will  be  a  final  one  i  if  it  it  an  adjustment 
which  will  satisfy  the  Catholics,  will  it  be 
one,  which  will  secure  ytrar  church  esta* 
^hnmnt  from  danger  f  But,  above  all, 
k  there  the  remotest  prospect  that  any  ar- 
iwngement  of  a  final  nature  can  now  be 
made,  which  the  Protectant  subjects  of  the 
empire  can  hail  with  satisfaction?  To 
iprore  that  all  classes  of  his  Majeet/s  snb«> 
jeola  wtll  not  he  satisfied  with  an  arrange- 
aaeat,  off  which  adequate  securities  for 
yoar  church  estabhshment  shall  form  a 
part,  1  will  beg  leave  to  read  an  extract 
from  the  resolutions  of  one  cHms  of  his 
Miyeaty's  subjecU,  interested  in  that  ar* 
vangementy  namely,  the  Caibotics  of  Ire- 
landi  Tbifl  meeting,  amecting  at  Kilken- 
ny, resolves,^''  That  ibis  spirit,  we  fear, 
wnll  only  be  the  reproduction,  or  rather 
the  continuance,  of  that  system  by  which 
England  haa  thought  proper  to  govern  this 
.  eooniry  for  a  seriee  of  centuries,  vtx.  a 
system  of  division,  founded  upon  wretch- 
ed and  mistaken  netiona  of  policy.    That 
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the  goveroment  will  most  jpfc6bMj  aSeet 
liberality*  and  suffer  a  majority  to  vote 
fyf  a  censideration  of  our  claims,  and  that 
thev  will  at  the  sanus  time  consult  their 
real  de^mination,  never  to  grant  us  our 
rights,  by  making  the  veto,  '  secoritiea 
and  arrangements,^  the  smc  9ti4  nan  of  ogr 
emancipation. 

^  That  therefore,  lest  the  government 
should  be  supposed  to  act  without  a  foil 
and  entire  knowledgo  of  the  opinion  and 
feelings  of  the  Catholics,  upon  that  most 
important  subject,  and.  also  to  put  doum 
by  anticipation,  «ny  such  effect  as  that 
just  now  made  with  equal  failure  and  in- 
sidiousneas,  we  feel  it  our  duty  thus  finally 
to  deolare,  that  we  consider  the  question 
of  veto  or  arrangement,  or  securities,  to 
have  been  set  at  rest  for  ever,  by  the  do- 
ciaion  of  oar  prelates,  and  that  we  should 
consider  the  enactment  of  a  law,  which 
should  give  us  emanoipatbn,  incorporated 
with  a  veto,  or  arrangements  and  securities, 
as  a  penal  law,  a  law  of  persecution,  and 
such  a  law,  as  when  promulgated  in  Ire- 
land, would  be  likely  not  only  to  add  to 
the  agitatien  and  irritation  of  men's  minds, 
hut  hasard  the  salety  and  salvation  of  the 
empiro/^ 

Sir,  if  I  were  among  the  wavering 
friends  of  the  Catholics,  I  w^mld  advise 
the  postponement  of  this  consideration, 
into  which  we  are  required  to  enter,  until 
the  present  just  jealousies  and  suspicions 
of  the  Protestantft  might  be  somewhat  al> 
layed.  I  would  give  time  to  the  Catboi* 
lies,  to  reflect  on  their  past  conduct,  on 
the  prejodice  which  their  cause  has  ro> 
ceived  from  the  intemperance  of  some  of 
their  advocates,  and  I  would  give  them 
the  opportunity  of  gradually  receding 
from  those  unjuat  pretensions,  which  they 
advanced  with  precipitatien,  and  which 
they  now  insist  i^^on  with  a  vehemence^ 
of  which  they  may  yet  be  wise  enough  to 
repent,  y  would  not  now  ask  the  House 
to  conie  to  a  decision,  whiib,  if  favourable 
to  the  Catholics,  will  not  be  likely  to  pro» 
mote  cordial  union  between  them  and 
their  Protestant  brethren ;  if  not  favonr- 
able,  will  inlaliibly  prejudice  future  die* 
cussions,  and  will  compel  us  .to  consider 
them  as  appeals  to  the  aame  tribunal, 
from  its  own  decision,  passed  after  mature/ 
consideration,  and  after  an  enquiry  entered 
into,  avowedly  for  the  pcurpose  of  making 
a  final  and  conciliatory  arrangement 

I  cannot  understand  in  what  respects 
the  present  motion  of  the  right  hem.  gen* 
tleman  dtflhia  firooi  tfaoae^  w^icb  h^  haa 
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been  in  Ibe  habit  of  annually  siibmikting 
to  the  HoQse,  and  against  which  the 
Home  has  as  freqaently  decided.  One 
objedtioni  indeed,  to  his  former  proposi- 
tions, the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  at- 
tempted to  obTiate.  He  has  been  desired 
to  prodqce  something  specific,  and  has 
now  obeyed  the  call,  by  explaining  to  ns 
the  outline  of  a  Bill,  which  he  has  it  in 
contemplation  to  produce.  The  specific 
plan  is  at  length  announced  to  us,  and  it 
IS  simply  this,  that  every  distinction, 
arising  from  religious  tenets,  is  to  be  done 
away ;  every  disability  and  disqualifica- 
tion to  be  removed ;  every  avenue  to  of- 
fice and  to  power,  with  the  exception  of 
the  throne,  is  to  be  unbarred.  Two  words 
will  describe  this  specific  measure,  this  is 
the  «' simple  repeal,''  according  to  the 
modern  language  of  the  Catholics,  or  to 
borrow  a  phrase  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  this  is  to  ''greatly  emanci- 
pate." 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  is  clear  and 
intelligible  as  to  the  extent  of  his  conces- 
eions ;  but  the  securities  and  safeguards, 
which  are  to  accompany  them,  are  enve- 
loped in  utter  mystery.  One  security, 
indeed,  the  right  hon.  |;entleman  is  willing 
to  grant  us,  the  exclusion  of  the  Catholics 
from  the  throne.  I  was  struck  with  the 
air  of  triumph  with  whipb  the  right  hon. 
gentlen^an  rose,  after  my  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Yorke)  had  requested  that  that  part 
of  the  Bill  of  Righu  should  be  read,  which 
enacts  that  a  Protestant  alone  can  succeed 
to  the  throne  of  this  realm.  See,  says  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  how  groundless, 
how  feeble  your  alarms,  why,  I  will  recite, 
and  recognise  in  my  BHl,  the  principle  of 
that  enactment;  nay,  in  the  very  pre- 
amble, you  shall  find  an  admission  in  fa- 
Tour  of  the  established  religion,  and  ample 
aecurity  for  the  Protestantism  of  the  sove- 
reign. 

Sir,  we  do  not  want  such  recitals  and 
recognitions ;  we  want  no  preamble  nor 
clause  in  a  modern  act  of  parliament  to 
assure  us  that  the  Protestant  religion  Js  the 
religion  of  the  state,  and  that  we  are  ab- 
solved from  our  allegiance  to  a  Catholic 
sovereign.  We  do  not  want  to  l^unt 
through  the  statute  book>  for  the  laws  on 
which  the  constitution  is  founded,  nor  to 
be  referred,  from  the  Bill  of  Rights,  by  a 
note  in  the  margin,  to  an  act  passed  in  the 
53d  Geo,  3,  c.  5,  §  2,  commonly  called 
•*  Mr.  Grattan's  Act." 

But,  according  to  the  right  hon.  gentle^ 
man,  the  ProtestanU  are  actuaUd,  in  their 


opposition  to  the  Catholics,  by  narrow  mo- 
tives of  exclusion,  or  by  the  bigoted  spirit 
of  a  sect.  I  remember  the  insidious  com- 
parison which  the  ri^t  hon.  gentleman 
drew  between  the  petitions  of  the  respec- 
tive parties.  **  The  Catholics,"  says  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  ''  petition  tor  the 
ascendancy  of  the  law,  the  Protestants  for 
the  ascendancy  of  a  sect"  Of  a  sect  \  to 
what  sect  do  we  belong  ?  To  the  Protes- 
tant religion  as  by  law  established.  To 
what  laws  do  we  adhere  ?  To  thoae,  under 
which  this  empire  has  lived  and  flourished 
for  ages ;  we  are  satisfied  with  them,  and 
let  them  who  ask  for  the  change,  be  odled 
upon  to  prove  its  necessity. 
This  committee,  into  which  we  are  re« 

3 nested  to  enter,  is  not  a  committee  upon 
le  claims  of  the  Catholics,  but  a  com- 
mittee to  review  and  revise  the  Britidi 
constitution ;  where  the  Protestant  esta- 
blishment is  to  be  put  on  its  defence,  and 
to  be  heard  by  counsel  at  the  bar. 

Sir,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  many 
compliments  have  been  paid  to  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Plonket)  but  none 
which  the  eloquence  and  abilities  which 
he  has  displayed  in  the  speech,  which  he 
delivered,  did  not  fully  justify. 

Sir,  I  concur  in  the  admirath>n,  which 
has  been  so  generally  expressed,  of  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  but 
there  is  one  quality,  and  a  rare  one,  for 
which  I  most  admire  it,  I  meah  for  iu 
sincerity.  I  know.  Sir,  what  popularity 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  have  ac- 
quired, had  he  pursued  a  dimrent  course ; 
the  sorry  pre-eminence,  which  he  might 
have  attained,  had  he  consented  to  advo- 
cate the  cause  of  unqualified  concession. 
The  deputations  and  processions  wiih_ 
which  he  would  have  been  hailed  on  his' 
return  to  Dublin,  the  addresses  he  might 
have  received,  and  the  answers  he  migiu 
have  returned.  He  might  have  shared, 
with  the  bishop  of  Norwich,  the  honours 
which  were  paid  to  that  reverend  prelata 
at  the  orgies  of  the  Black  Abbey  of  Kil- 
kenny; and  he  might  have  heard  his 
name  associated  vrith  such  sentiments  and 
such  toasts  as  these,  '<  Lord  Wellington, 
and  may  the  victories  of  Irishmen  ceaie  to 
secure  their  own  degradation.^'  **  Mr. 
Cobbett  snd  the  free  press  of  England.^' 

Sir,  we  are  told  that  we  are  dealing  qb- 
fairly  by  the  Catholics,  in  imputing  to 
them,  as  a  body,  the  line  of  conduct,  which 
eome  intemperate  agitators  amongst  them 
pursue.  But,  Sir,  if  they  are  liable  to  ba 
implicated  and  blamed  fQr  the  oondnct.^ 
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others,  why  donH  they  rascae  themiel^es 
from  the  imputation,  and  protect  against 
the  conduct  of  those,  whose  proce^ings 
have  no  other  effect  than  that  of  pre- 
judicing their  cause  ?  Sir,  if  they  want  a 
precedent,  they  can  find  it  in  the  year 
1791.  There  was  then  a  period  when  68 
of  the  most  respectahle  of  the  Catholic 
body,  seceded  from  the  party  with  which 
they  had  been  united  ;  had  the  boldness 
to  avow  their  disapprobation  of  its  proceed- 
ings, and  in  loyal  and  dutiful,  but  not  de- 
grading terms,  preferred  to  the  throne, 
uieir  petition  for  relief  from  heavier  re- 
strictions than  any  to  which  they  are  now 
exposed.  In  resolutions  such  as  these, 
which  I  shall  have  pleasure  in  reading, 
they  approached  their  sovereign : 

"  That  grateful  for  former  concessions, 
we  do  not  presume  to  point  oat  the  mea- 
sure or  extent  to  which  such  repeal  should 
~  be  carried,  but  leave  the  same  to  the  wis- 
dom and  discretion  of  the  legislature,  fully 
confiding  in  their  liberality  and  benevo- 
lence, that  it  will  be  as  extensive  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  and  the  general 
welfare  of  the  empire  shall,  in  their  con- 
sideration, render  prudent  and  expedient 

"  That  firmly  attached  to  our  most  gra- 
cious sovereign,  and  the  constitution  of  the 
kingdom,  and  anxiously  desirous  to  pro- 
mote tranquillity  and  subjection  to  the 
laws,  we  will  studiously  avoid  all  measures 
which  can  either  directly  or  indirectly 
tend  to  disturb  or  impede  the  same,  and 
wrll  rely  on  the  wisdom  and  benevolence 
of  the  legislature,  as  the  source  from 
which  we  desire  to  obtain  a  further  relax- 
ation of  the  above-mentioned  laws/' 

Amongst  the  names  subscribed  to  this 
address  are  those  of  lord  Fingal,  lord  Gor- 
manstown,  lord  Kenmare^  Dr.  Troy,  sir 
F«  Goold,  and  others.  Sir,  I  wish  most 
sincerely  that  the  comparison  of  their 
present  conduct,  with  that  which  they 
then  pursi^ed,  was  more  to  their  ad- 
vantage. 

With  regard  to  the  Bill  of  which  the 
Tight  hon.  gentleman  has  given  us  the 
outline,  1  hope  that  the  task  of  expos- 
ing its  dements  will  devolve  into  abler 
hands.  I  cannot,  I  own,  understand  the 
principle,  upon  which  it  is  foijnded,  nor 
the  reason  why  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
who  is  disposed  to  grant  so  much,  should 
see  the  necessity  of  with-holding  any 
thing.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  pro- 
poses to  repeal  the  Test  add  Corporation 
Acts,  to  open  the  House  of  Commons  and 
the  House  of  Lordsi  andevery  office  of  cyery 


description,  to  the  Catholics ;  but  he  has 
an  exception,  for  which  I  cannot  account^ 
he  will  exclude  them  from  the  throne  1  I 
think  that  many  of  the  arguments,  which 
have  been  used  to  prove  the  impolicy  of 
their  exclusion  from  the  other  two 
branches  of  the  legislature,  will  equally 
serve  to  prove  the  policy  of  their  admis- 
sion to  the  throne.  Will  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  conclude,  that  an  irresponsible 
Protestant  king  will  secure  us  from  the 
danger,  which  we  apprehend,  from  re- 
sponsible Catholic  advisers  ?  Are  there  nor 
offices  in  the  state,  from  which  the, right 
hon.  gentleman  thinks  the^Catholic  ought 
to  be  excluded  ?  Will  he  permit  them  to 
fill  the  office  of  Chancellor,  to  judge  of 
the  qualifications  of  clergymen  of  the 
Church  of  England  to  Protestant  benefices  ? 
Are  we  to  have  a  Catholic  keeper  of  the 
conscieoce  of  a  Protestant  king?  Does 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  think  that  the 
lord  lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  with  the  dis- 
posal of  the  church  patronage  of  that 
kingdom,  should  be  open  to  the  Catholic, 
and  the  head  of  the  Protestant  church  be 
presented  by  a  Catholic  viceroy  ? 

I  know.  Sir,  what  the  answer  to  this  is, 
that  the  Catholics  are  merely  eligible  to 
the  offices  in  question ;  but  that  thi  cronh 
may,  by  the  exercise  of  its  own  discretion, 
continue  the  exclusion  from  them.  Sir, 
we  have  no  right  to  throw  this  insidious 
task  upon  the  crown;  if  the  Catholics 
ought  to  be  excluded  from  any  office,  let 
them  be  excluded  by  the  laws  of  the  land, 
and  not  by  the  acts  of  an  individual,  how- 
ever exalted  his  station.  It  will  create 
less  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  among 
the  Catholics,  to  continue  their  present 
disqualification,  than,  at  the  same  time 
that  you  admit  their  qualification,  to  deny 
them  the  benefit  they  expect  from  it. 

But,  Sir,  as  I  before  observed,  many  of 
the  arguments,  which  have  been  used  in 
favour  of  a  restricted  concession  to  the 
Catholic,  will  almost  equally  apply  to  the 
removal  of  every  restriction  whatever. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  presented 
the  petition  from  the  Catholics  of  England, 
recommended  the  prayer  of  it,  by  deshing 
us  to  consider  "  Who  were  the  persons  to 
whom  we  refuse  a  share  in  the  honours  of 
the  country  ?  They  are  those,"  said  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  *'  whose  ancestors 
were  assembled  at  Runnemede,  who  pro- 
cured for  you  the  charter  of  your  liberties; 
they  are  those,  whose  ancestors  conquered 
in  the  fields  of  Cressy  and  of  Agincourt.-' 
Sir,  I  admit  it,  but  who  Iqd  them  on  to 
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victory  at  Crtsty  and  at  Agiiico«rt-4t  A^ 
testant  prince }  No,  a  Catholic  pruioe. 
You  ask  whether  luch  men  are  unfit  lo  be 
troated  with  ike  pri?ilegeft  which  they 
ask  for,  became  they  difier  from  us  in  re^ 
ligious  doctrine ;  and  why  not  with  eqaai 
jnetice,  aafk  whether  a  prince,  like  Edward 
5>  sbotild  be  incapable  of  inheriting  the 
crown  of  thete  reahns,  becaose  he  pro- 
leased  the  Gaiholtc  faith?  Wat  that 
prhice,  who  decreed  that  his  parliament 
ahoukl  assemble  annually;  who  nrohi«» 
.  bited,  by  the  seferest  penalties,  the  ad* 
miasion  of  bolla  and  rescripts  from  the 
Pope ;  who  limited  and  defined  the  law  of 
high  treason ;  was  he  a  prince,  of  whose 
lore  for  despotic  power,  or  snbmistkm  to 
the  papal  aathoritv,  we  ought  to  be 
jealous  f  I  h^Te  little  donbt  that  the  time 
will  come,  when  tach  argoasenta  will  be 
«aed,  and  used  successfully,  in  fiifour  of 
tbe  admission  of  a  Catholid  prince  to  the 
throne,  if  we  admit  the  digibilHy  oftli^ 
Catholic,  to  office  and  to  parliament  Nor 
do  I  understand  on  what  ^rounds  it  can  be 
argued,  that  it  is  more  inconeislent  with 
the  principles  of  tbe  constitution,  to  admit 
the  Catholics  to  the  throne,  than  to  the 
other  branches  of  the  legislature.  Tbey 
were  excluded  from  the  latter  at  an  earlier 
period  than  from  the  former*  In  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  they  were  in« 
capacitated  from  holding  ofifrce ;  in  Um 
reign  of  Charles  2,  they  were  excloded 
from  the  House  of  Connoons  and  the 
Housd  of  Lords ;  but  it  was  not  utitil  tb^ 
period  of  the  Retolution,  that  a  Catholic 
waff  rendered  incapable  of  inheriting  the 
crown  and  government  of  tbeae  realms^ 
An  hen.  gentleaNtn  (Mr.  Smith)/  seemed 
disposed  to  argue,  that  the  king,  having 
been  declared  at  the  time  of  the  Restora* 
tion,  head  of  the  chm^h,  it  must  neces- 
sarily be  thence  inferred,  that  tbe  profes- 
sion of  the  Protestant  faith,  since  tliat  pe- 
riod, has  been  a  necessary  qualificatkin 
for  tbe  throne ;  bvtif  ihia  were  the  laiw  of 
the  land,  after  the  reign  of  Henry  8, 
where  was  the  necessity,'  mthe  time  of 
Cbarlea  2,  of  making  tbe  attempt,  by  a 
new  enactment,  and  which  attempt  was 
defeated,  toprofide  for  theeseiualon  of 
the  Duke  of  Yotk  from  the  throne,-  on  ac- 
count of  his  religious  tenets. 

Sir,  I  am  sot  one  ^  those  who  think  llmt 
the  removal  of  the  present  restrictfons 
upon  the  Catholics,  ia  an  object  of  Kttle 
concern  to  them;  it  ta  natural  tbat  thoae 
who  embark  in  the  lottery  of  Kfe^  should 
be  desirous  to  have  (he  chuice«  an  WasW  of 


attaining  the  highest  prises;  but  lot  tba 
Catholics  recollect,  tbat  th^  atB  not  otdf 
unwilling  to  pay  t^e  same  price  for  poli« 
ttcal  privileges,  which  is  exacted  from  tbt 
other  subjocu  of  his  Uajesty,  but  thai  tbey 
have  bitberto  refused  to  submit  to  tbe 
tame  restriAkiii,  which  are  imposed, 
with  their  own  conKnt,  and  with  tbait  of 
the  Pope,  upon  tbe  Catholics  ^  other 
countries,  wherein  the  goverament  ia  not 
Catholic;'  and,  when  gentlemen  refer  ns 
to  the  state  of  the  Catholics  in  panada, 
and  to  their  admission  to  officea  in  tto 
country,  and  in  Rassia ;  let  them  recol- 
lect, that  the  caset  are  not  paraliek 
That,  ia  Canada,  the  Protestant  aoveveica 
of  this  country  has  the  appointment  of  iba 
Catholic  bishops  of  Obebec  ;  and  that, 
when  the  empress  Catharine  founded  tbe 
CaitboKc  cbufch  of  Mobilou,  the  Pdpe 
granted^  aa  a  matter  of  course,  hie  i 
to  the  appointment  of  tbe  biahop, 
nated  hy  the  empress.  Let  gentlea 
collect;  when  they  charge  us  with  bigotry 
and  intolerance,  that  tbe  claima,  now  ad^^ 
vanced  by  the  CatboHcs,  are  claims,  wfaicb 
would  have  been  rejected,  withont  beai« 
tation,  at  a  time  vrben  a  Catholic  prince 
was  upon  the  throne  of  these  realms,  and 
when  Catholka  themselvea  composed  its 
legislature.  I  am  not  now  esquiring 
whether  tbe  securitiea,  which  hanre  been 
required  of  the  Catboltca^  are  adequate,  or 
not,  for  the  purpose,  for  which  tbey  are 
proposed ;  but  I  contend  tbaty  as  tbey  are 
not  unreasonable  nor  unprecedented,  and 
are  yet  witb-beld  by  tbe  CatboKcs  them- 
selves, that  they  have  not  the  iligbiasl 
ground  to  complain  of  the  ififttatico'ef 
tfaeir  present  disqualifications. 

Sir,  wt  are  told,  because  we  have  grant- 
ed so  much,  that  we  cannot,  with  oanrist^ 
ency,  withhold  that,  which  we  now  relusa 
to  concede.  That,  having  given  to  the 
Catboltca  the  elective  franclMse,  we  have 
given  them  substantial  political  power; 
and  that  it  is  absurd  to  allow  the  Catfaolie 
to  be  represented,  and  yet  not  allow 
him  to  be  a  representative.  I  will  not 
now  argue,  whether  the  grant  of  the  elcc-^ 
tfve  franchise  wat  a  wise  one  or  not,  hot  I 
can  see  reaioos  for  tbat  concession  which 
in  no  way  apply  to  the  concession  of  tbe 
further  privileges,  which  are  now  demand- 
ed. We  have  said  to  tbe  Catholics,  you 
are  in  possession  of  property ;  ye«  shall 
have  the  franchise,  which  property  ooa« 
fers^  you  shall  not  be  taxed  without  your 
own  ooesem';  you  shall  exert  an  influence 
in  the  state;  but  we  ittuat  on  this  qioaUft- 
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catuHi  to  your  repfMentttive,  thit  he  ihall 
disAT^ir  opintoof  wo^  tenals,  which  we 
conceive  to  be  boeiile  to  the  ettabiiih- 
meat  of  this  coontry  in  church  and  state. 
And  where  is  the  great  hardship  in  this,  at 
least  to  those  who  are  represented  ?  Does 
it  weaken  the  exertions  of  the  friends  of 
Ihe  Catholics  in  this  Hoase»  because  they 
are  bonnd  to  abjure  the  Catholic  faith? 
If  we  admit  the  Catholics  to  parliament, 
ahall  we  find  them  more  eager  in  their 
caose,  than  someof  their  Protestant  friends, 
at  present  are?  Will  the  Catholics  of 
Waterford  find,  in  one  of  their  own 
religious  persuasion,^  a  more  zealous  ad?o- 
caie  than  the  ,  right  hon.  baronet  (sir  J. 
Newport)  ?  Or  can  the  Catholics  of  Tip- 
perary  send  to  this  House  a  louder  cham>- 
pion  tban  the  hon.  general  (Mathew)? 
and  here.  Sir,  let  me  thank  the  hon.  ge- 
aeral,  for  the  distinguished  compliment 
which  he  paid  to  the  government^  of  which 
I  form  a  part,  when  he  had  the  goodness 
to  assure  the  House,  that  every  measure  of 
that  government  had  his  unqualified  disap* 
probtttioa. 

Sir,  there  is  only  one  other  point  to  which 
I  will  adverU  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
aavs,  that  the  Catholics  have  disclainied 
all  the  dangerous  tenets  which  have  been 
ionputed  to  them,  and  that  the  answer  of 
the  universities,  and  the  oaths  which  tbe 
Catholics  take,  must  saUsfy  every  reasen- 
able  mind  that  there  is  no  danger  to  the 
atate  in  their  present  opinions.  Sir,  I 
own,  that  I  require  more  than  the  mere 
disclaimer  of  such  doctrines  as  these,  that 
the  Pope  has  the  power  of  deposing  sove- 
reigns, or  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with 
heretics.  While  the  supremacy  of  any 
earthly  prince  is  admitted,  within  these 
realms,  of  whatever  nature  that  siipremacy 
may  be,  spiritual  or  temporal,  it  ought  to 
be  definea,  without  thepossibility  of  error 
or  misconception.  We  know  that,  at 
present,  it  is  not  so,  and  Catholic  writers 
have  told  us  that,  while  the  spiritual  su- 
premacy of  the  Pope,  unexplained  and  un- 
limited as  it  is,  is  admitted,  no  great  secu- 
rity most  be  expected  from  restrictions  on 
the  exercise  of  his  'temporal  authority. 
But  surely  it  behoves  the  Catholic  pre- 
lates to  meet  in  synod,  and  to  remove  the 
possibility  of  misconception  on  this  point. 
They  must  be  aware  that  there  is  a  great 
jealousy  of  the  exercise  of  any  foreign  mi- 
tborit^  within  these  realms.  There  have 
been  instances,  in  the  history  of  this  coun- 
try, in  which  the  spiritual  supremacy  of 
abe  Pope  has  been  called  iQs  to  counte- 
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nanca  proceedings^  which  might  justtfy 
an  a|>preheA8ion  that  the  limits  of  spiritual 
authority  were  not  sufficiently  defined. 
Without  wishing  to  revive  the  remem- 
brance of  animosities,  which  no  one  can 
more  earnestly  wish  to  bury  in  oblivion# 
and  for  the  purpose  only  of  provhig  the 
interpretation,  which  the  Catholic  pre- 
lates themselves  have  given  of  the  terms 
'spiritual  supremacy,'  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  a  work,  which  ia  a  continuation  of 
the  history  of  Hume.  The  author  is  re- 
cording the  proceedings  of  the  Catholics 
in  Ireland^  before  the  power  of  William 
the  third  was  established  in  that  country; 
and  when  we  have  before  ns  the  last  in- 
stance, in  which  that  body  have  held  pa- 
ramount political  power  within  the  united 
kingdom,  we  are  informed  that  ''  When 
bishoprics  and  benefices  in  the  gifi  of  the 
crown  became  vaoant,  the  king  (James  the 
second)  ordered  the  profits  to  be  k>dged 
in  the  Exchequer,  and  suffered  the  cures 
to  be  totally  neglected:  The  revenues 
were  chiefly  employed  in  the  maintenance 
of  Romish  bishops  and  priests,  who  grew 
^so  inaoknt  lyider  this  todulgenee,  that  in 
several  places  they  forcibly  seiaed  the 
Protestant  churches.  When  complaint 
was  made  of  this,  outrage,  the  king  pro- 
mised to  do  justice  to  the  injured,  and  in 
some  places  actually  ordered  the  churches 
to  be  restored*  But  the  Popish  clergy  re« 
fused  to  comply  with  this  order^  alleging 
that,  in  spirituals,  they  owed  obedience  to 
no  earthly  power  but  the  holy  see ;  and 
James  found  himself  imabfe  to  protect  his 
Protestant  subjecu  against  a  powerftil 
body,  which  he  durst  not  disoblige.'^* 

Now,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
says,  that  we  have  libelled  the  faith  of  the 
Catholics,  and  have  imputed  doctrines  to 
them,  which  they  never  held ;  that  the 
Catholics  of  the  present  day  may,  indeed, 
affree  in  matters  of  foith  with  the  Caiholica 
offformer  days;  but  then  they  disclaim 
the*  construction  which  we  put  upon  the 
tenets  of  their  ancestors.  I  should  bo 
sorry  to  put  the  construction  upon  those 
tenets  which,  in  t|ie  instance  which  I  have 
quoted,  appears  to  have  been  given  to  one 
of  them  by  the  Catholic  prielates  them- 
selves, and  I  have  referred  to  that  passage 
as  a  proo(  that  some  explanation  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  spiritual  authority 
of  the  Pope  goes,  is  absolutely  called  for. 

Sir,  we  are  told  that  we  are  not  to  treat 


*  Smollett's  Cominuationi  vol,  1,  c.  1« 
s.  41. 
(3N) 
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with,  bot  to  legislate  for,  the  Catholics ; 
yet,  ^hen  the  right  hon.  gentleman  is 
tsked  what  securities  he  will  propose, 
he  answers,  that'  he  has  not  any  to 
propose,  and  to  on'e  he  will  not  con- 
sent, viz.  to  the  Veto.  Bat  what  spe- 
cies of  legislation  is  this  ?  Why  is  the  Veto 
abandoned?  Because  the  Catholics  will' 
not  consent  to  it  ?  And  if  we  abandon  it 
on  those  grounds,  upon  what  principle  can 
we  insist  upon  domestic  nomination,  which 
we  have  every  reason  to  believe  is  equally 
objectionable  to  the  Catholics?  There  was 
a  time  when  the  Veto  was  admitted  by  the 
Catholic  prelates  themselves,  not  to  be 
incompatible  with  the  Catholic  religion; 
they  have  retracted  that  admiision,  but 
they  have  not  accompanied  it  with  an^ 
assurance  that  domestic  nomination  is 
more  consistent  with  it.  If  you  think  se- 
curities absolutely  necessary,  and  that, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Catholic  pre- 
lates, no  effectual  security  cftn  be  obtained, 
and  if  these  prelates  have  recently  issued 
a  formal  declaration  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  their  church,  no  alteration  can 
take  place,  at  this  time,  in  the  mode  pf 
their  appointment^  I  should  think  that 
every  person,  excepting  those  who  wish 
that  all  privileges  should  be  granted  to 
the  Catholics,  without  any  restriction 
whatever,  will  see  the  impossibility  of 
coming  to  any  final  and  concfliatory  ad- 
justment of  the  Catholic  claims  at  the 
present  moment,  and  will  oppose  the  motion 
of  the  n^ht  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Ward  begun  bv  saying,  that  he 
felt  himself  relieved  from  any  necessity 
of  entering  into  a  detailed  refutation  of 
the  arguments  against  emancipation^  not 
only  because  they  had  been  so  often  re- 
futed already,  bat  becaase  they  had 
in  a  great  measure  lost  the  hold  they 
once  bad  upon  the  judgment,  an^  still 
more  upon  the  feelings  of  the  public. — 
Indeed,  if  he  were  to  name  the  question 
upon  which,  so  far  as  his  knowledge  ex- 
tended, the  progress  of  opinion  in  any 
«ge  or  country  had  been  most  rapid,  most 
palpable,  and  most  satisfactory,  it  would 
undoubtedly  be  this.  If,  for  instance,  we 
compared  the  situation  in  which  the  Ca- 
tholics now  stand,  with  that  in  which  they 
stood  only  twenty  years  ago,  when  in  the 
year  1792  not  only  was  the  prayer  of  their 
petition  rejected  by  a  vast  ms^rity  of  the 
Irish  parliament,— (a  parliament  compre- 
hending some  of  those  that  had  since  been 
numbered  amo^g  its  most  distinguished 
advocates,)— but  th%  petitioD  itself  was 


thrown  off  the  table,  as  if  it  had  been  too 
absurd,  and  too  presumptuous,  even  to  he 
entertained  for  a  single  moment,— we 
should  see  good  reason  for  being  satisfied 
with  the  progress  of  religious  liberty  ia 
our  times,  and  for  looking  with  increased 
confidence  to  the  final  prevalence  of  jus- 
tice and  truth.  Indeed,  it  had  lone  since 
become  clear  to, alt  thinking  men,  that  the 
real  question  no  longer  was,  whether  or 
not  the  Catholic  Claim  should  be  con- 
ceded, but  how  long  it  should  be  delayed. 
A  man  must  have  ill  observed  the  signs  of 
the  times,  he  must  be  ill  acquainted  with 
human  nature  itself,  wbo^  after  the  change 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  public  op'mion 
upon  that  sobject,  within  the  few  last 
years,  could  flatter  himself,  if  indeed  that 
was  his  wish>  with  the  hope  of  a  perma- 
nent and  successful  resistance.  It  was 
impossible  not  to  have  remarked  the  un- 
popularity of  the  question  decreasing  year 
by  year,  and  ahnost  day  by  day,  till  m 
the  last  parliament,  a  parliament  convoked 
under  civcumstances  of  peculiar  irritation 
as  to  that  question,  the  principle  was  so- 
lemnly and  (Mr.  W.  ^boped)  irrevocably 
adopted  by  the  House.  And  was  the  opi- 
nion of  all  the  great  men  that  had  written 
and  spoken,  and  acted  in  favour  of  eman- 
cipation nothing  ?  Was  it  to  be  believed 
that,  a  measure  which  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox, 
and  Mr.  Burke  not  only  approved  and 
promoted,  but  thought  essential  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  empire,  and  which  was 
still  held  to  be  so  by  the  far  greater  part 
of  the  eminent  statesmen  that  remained  to 
us;  a  measure  so  sanctioned  by  this  branch 
of  the  legislature  should  not  finally  pre- 
vail? 

On  most  other  political  questions,  on 
those,  at  least,  that  admit  of  any  discussion 
at  all,  any  person  seriously  and  honesUy 
trying  to  form  an  opinion  is  dassled  on 
every  side  by  the  splendour  of  names 
equally  illustrious,  and  is  at  last  obliged 
to  weigh  his  authorities,  or  to  rely  upon 
his  own  judgment  for  a  decision.  He 
finds  one  opinion  in  the  writings  of  Mr. 
Burke,  another  an  opposite  one,  was  en- 
tertained by  Mr.  Fox,  and  a  third  comes 
recommended  by  the  authority  of  Mr.  PitL 
But,  on  this  subject,  let  him  chose  what 
leader  he  may,  be  is  inevitably  condocted 
to  the  same  conclusion.  Indeed  if  the 
question  were  to  be  settled  by  authority, 
scepticism  itself  must  be  confounded  by  the 
vast  preponderance  in  one  scale.  Bat 
then,  Sir,  it  i^  not  as  authorities  that  I  now 
appeal  t0  th«  opinions  of  these  great  men. 
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though  that  la  a  most  important  branch  of 
the  argument^  bat  as  symptoms  of  what 
the  public  opinion  must  finally  become. 
Has  it  not  almost  universally  happened 
that  those  opinions,  particularly  upon 
matters  relatiTe  to  government  and  policy, 
which  were  at  first  entertained  and  pro- 
mulgated by  wise,  and  great,  and  good 
men,  however  contrary  to  the  received 
notions,  have  at  length  completely  pre- 
railed,  and  been  adopted  even  by  that 
class  in  which  they  were  at  first  enc6un- 
tered  by  the  most  violent  and  fanatical 
opposition.  And  therefore.  Sir,  I  say  that 
it  would  not  only  be  an  unfortunate,  but  a 
strange  and  preposterous  thing,  if  in  this 
instance  the  ordinary  course  were  to  be 
inverted,  and  if  after  that  this  opinion  had 
jB^one  on  for  a  series  of  years  diffusing 
itself  gradually  according  to  the  usual 
law,  its  progress  should  be  checked  by 
some  new  and  unexpected  cs^use,  and  if 
this  edifice  which  has  already  been  raised 
to  such  a  height,  should  suddenly  and  as 
it  were  by  magic  influence  fall  down  and 
crumble  away,  and  if  the  barbarous  and 
half  exploded  prejudice  of  the  vulgar  were 
to  be  reared  in  triumph  upon  the  ruins  of 
all  that  has  been  taught  us  by  our  phi- 
losophers and  our  statesmen.  Some  at- 
tempt indeed  has  been  made  in  the  cdurse 
of  this  debate  to  deprive  the  cause  of  the 
ornament  and  support  it  derives  from  one 
of  these  great  names.  An  hon.  gentleman 
rose  upon  a  former  evening  chiefly,  as  I 
understood,  for  the  purpose  of  undeceiving 
the  House  as  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
Recollecting  the  sort  of  hereditary  right 
which  that  hon.  gentleman  has  to  an  ac- 
curate acquaintance  with  the  character 
and  sentiments  of  that  illustrious  person, 
I  confess  that  when  he  first  announced  the 
object  with  which  he  was  about  to  speaks 
I  felt  some  uneasiness  both  for  the  sake  of 

,  the  man  and  for  the  sake  of  the  cause.  1 
was  half  afraid  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  some  fact  to  relate,  or  some  document 
to  produce,  which  would  force  upon  me  a 
conviction  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  a  less  sincere 
advocate  for  Catholic  emancipation  than 
during  his  life-time  he  bad  appeared  to  the 
world*  The  hon.  gentleman  however 
loon  relieved  me  from  my  anxiety,  and 
gave  me  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  having 
even  for  a  moment  harboured  suspicions 

'so  derogatory  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  had  no  new  facts  whatjever  to  produce, 
and  relied  entirely  upon  an  unfounded 
•armise  and  a  hollow  argument  for  chang- 
ing the  opinion  of  the  House  as  to  the 


known,  public,  often  declared,  ollen  re- 
corded sentiments  of  a  person  who  was  };o 
lon^its  most  distinguished  member.  Mr. 
Pitt,  said  the  hon.  gentleman,  bad  no  plan, 
therefore  he  was  not  sincere:  the  4ion. 
gentleman  has  evidently  forgot,  or  never 
knew,  the  view  Mr.  Pitt  took  of  the  ques<^ 
tion:  Mr.  Pitt,  though  a  friend  to  emanci- 
pation, though  I  am  persuaded  that  if  he 
had  lived  he  would  have  supported,  or 
himself  proposed  the  motion  of  this  night, 
was  also  of  opinion  that  an.  obstacle  to  the 
measure  existed  in  the  feelings  of  the 
King,  which  during  his  Majesty's  political 
life  was  absolutely  insurmountable.  I  am 
not  now  enquiring  whether  this  opinion 
was  well  or  ill-founded;  but  right  or 
wrong,  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  was  favourable  to  the  principle,  but 
thought  that  the  time  Was  not  come^  at 
which  the  principle  could  be  carried  into 
effect.  Here  then  is  the  reason  why  he 
had  no  plan.  A  phm  implies  dtftails, 
and  the  details  of  a  measure  must  depend 
upon  the  particular  state  of  things  at  the 
moment  It  would  therefore  have  been 
Useless,  nay  worse  than  useless,  for  Mr. 
Pitt  to  have  taken  the  trouble  to  form  a 
plan  which,  according  to  his  own  iiotions> 
ought  not  to  be  put  in  execution  till  the 
expiration  of  an  indefinite  period,  at  the 
end  of  which  it  might  be  found  altogether 
inapplicable  to  the  actual  situation  of  the 
country,  and  the  actual  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

But  be  that  as  it  may,  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman most  pardon  me  for  saying  that  I 
do  not  think  the  reason  he  has  himself 
stated  for  supposing  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  no 
plan  is  quite  satisfactory.  It  is,  that  some- 
body somewhere  has  said,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
did  not  communicate  any  plan  to  him. 
Now  the  value  of  this  conclusion  must  de- 
pend entirely  upon  the  character  of  the 
person.  If  be  were  Mr.  Pitt's  most  inti- 
mate friend,  with  whom  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  confidential  communication  upon 
all  subjects— if,  moreover,  he  were  himself 
favourable  to  the  measure,  some  proba- 
bility that  Mr.  Pitt  had  no  plan  would 
arise  from  his  silence,  a  probability  however 
completely  outweighed  by  other  probabi- 
lities, and  by  positive  testimony  of  various 
kinds.  But  if  the  person  were  not  on.  the 
most  intimate  footing  with  Mr.  Pitt,  if  he 
were  not  the  person  to  whom  he  habit^ally 
disclosed  his  first  and  most  secret  thoughts, 
if  he  were  a  decided  enemy  to  emancipa- 
tion, if  his  subtle  and  scholastic  mind 
teemed  with  endless  objections  to  every 
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oMuare  that  hU  iotercil  did  nei  eagtge 
him  to  support,  then  no  iirfcreBce  wnai- 
ever  coukl '  be  drafro  from  Mr.  PiU'b  not 
having  stated  to  him  hit  plao. 

All  therefore  that  the  hon.  gtntleaiaii 
has  said  upon  this  subject  appears  to  me 
to  have  been  said  in  vain.  His  own  reason 
for  thinking  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  no  plan  is 
utterly  inconclusive ;  and  if  apon  other 
grounds  we  are  disposed  to  admit  the  hdt 
of  his  having  had  none,  still  less  does  it 
follow  that  he  was  at  bottom  hostile  to  the 
principle  of  which  be  uniformly  professed 
bimself  a  friend.,  We  have  then  still  a 
right  to  the  mat  name  and  authority  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  I  rejoice  at  it  both  for  the 
sake  of  the  person  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
measore,  more  perhaps  for  the  sake  of  the 
person^  than  for  the  sake  of  the  measure. 
For  though  it  is  undoubtedly  of  impor- 
tance to  the  cause,  that  it  should  be  sos* 
lained  >  and  adorned  by  the  sanction  of 
Sfr.  Pitt,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  so 
many  other  great  men,  it  is  of  still  greater 
importance  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Pitt 
that  he  should  be  universally  recognised 
as  the  sincere  and  consistent,  not,  as  some 
of  his  friends  w6uld  persuade  us,  the  cant« 
ing,  hypocritical,  paltering  advocate  of 
emancipation.  But,  Sir,  it  has  been  said, 
that  whaCevsr  may  be  the  opinion  of  cer- 
tain eminent  persons  in  the  higher  orders, 
the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  country, 
partjcularlv  in  the  middle  classes,  is  by 
no  means  uvourable  to  emancipation,  and 
that  they  regard  the  progress  the  principle 
has  already  made  in  parliament  with  un- 
easiness and  alarm.  8ir,  I  am  far  from 
denying  that  this  statement  has  some 
foundation  in  truth,  I  see  with  regret  that 
a  large  and  respectable  part  of  the  com- 
munity still  labour  under  delusions  which 
all  the  powers  of  reason  and  discussion 
have  hitherto  been  unable  to  dispel,  an^ 
that  in  placing  the  Catholics  upon  a  foou 
ing  with  their  Protestant  fellow  subjects 
we  shall  render  to  the  country  a  service 
which  it  is  by  no  means  in  a  state  justly 
to  appreciate.  But  then.  Sir,  in  estimat- 
ing the  value  of  public  opinion  either  as  a 
guide  to  our  own,  or  with  a  view  to  its 
ultimate  tfSsei  upon  any  great  measure, 
we  ought  to  consider  whether  it  is  a  grow- 
ing or  a  d^iining  opinion,  of  what  mate- 
rials it  is  composed,  and  whether  it  rests 
upon  a  temporary  or  a  permanent  founda- 
tion. ,  Now  It  is  evident  that  this  opinion 
or  prejudice  agmnst  the  Catholics  (call  it 
which  you  will)  is  composed  of  materials 
whidi  render  it  impoisiMe  that  it  should 


discontent  excited  by  the  repeal  of 
odions  absurd  laws,  will  be  foebia  and 
transient,  whilst  the  blessings  it  wiU  M* 
fuse  over  the  whole  •tBPJr^  will  be  yret, 
general,  and  etemali  This  dread  of  Oa« 
tholic  emancipatioB,  wUeh,  I  am  ready  to 
admit*  is  too  prevaleot,  is  an  effect  mrisiag 
from  caasee  that  are  becoming  daily  loss 
operative,  or  that  bave.already  in  a  great 
measure  oeased  to  exist.  It  arisesy  in  the 
first  place,  from  i^noranee  as  to  the  real 
state  of  the  Catholics,  and  the  real  nature 
of  their  claims,  an  ignorance  whkh  has 
already^  in  a  great  measure  given  way  to 
discussion,'and  which,  it  cannot  be  doubled* 
a  few  more  years  will  entirely  dispeL  Uk 
the  nest  place,  from  that  to  which,  I  pre- 
sume, it  is  no  longer  irregular  to  allode, 
the  known  opinion  of  the  sovcrei^.  Un- 
fortunately there  no  longer  exists  anr 
claim  upon  hb  subjects  to  spare  his  feel- 
ings or  to  comply  with  his  wishes ;  bat 
an  impulse  once  given  with  such  force 
from  the  highest  power  in  the  state,  con- 
tinues to  act  long  alter  ^be  hand  that  gave 
it  is  withdrawn,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  prejudice  existing  against  the  Ca- 
tholics upon  other  grounds,  is  even  TCt 
strengthened  and  confirmed  by  the  autho- 
rity of  a  sovereign,  who  was  so  long  re- 
vered as  the  wise  and  foithfol  guardiaa  of 
the  religion  and  liberty  of  his'people. 

And  then,  Sir,  come  all  those  aociem^ 
traditional  liereditary  foelings,  the  ei^ 
springof  times  and  circumstances  so  for  difr 
feren  t  from  our  own,  when,^— as  underquees 
Mary,  whom,  from  the  language  of  some 
persons,  one  would^  suppose  to  have  been 
his  M9i}e9ty*B  immediate  predecessor  upon 
the  throne,  the  Remap  Catholic  religieo» 
was  the  religion  of  persecution  and  blood; 
or  whei»,  as  at  a  later  period,  though  sub- 
dued at  home*  it  was  powerful  and  hoetik 
abroad,  the  religion  under  whose  ban- 
ners were  marehalled  all  the  enelniee  le 
the  English  name,  the  engine  by  which 
France  sought  to  impose  the  yoke  c^  a 
despotic  and  stipendiary  prince  upon  the 
neck  of  a  free  and  rival  people.  Thea^ 
Sir,  I  yerily  believe,  far  more  than  any 
sound  deliberate  view  of  the  case,  are  the 
causes  of  public  opinion  so  for  as  it  is  on* 
fofourable  to  the  Catholic  Claims.  But 
in  all  this  I  see  nothing  stable,  nothing 
permanent,  nothing  Ihat  time,  aye,  no- 
thing that  a  very  siK>rt  tfme,.  is  net  corlite 
to  reaaoYe ;  nothmg  that  o^ght  to  alarm  the 
friends  to  the  BMasure  with  the  prospect  af 
a  long  and  dangerous  resistance. 
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Tbe  rwj  diflfereiu  fooliof  opon  which 
the  qoettion  it  now  adinittcd  to  fltnd  from 
thattipoQ  which  it  formeriy  ttood^  the  zU 
tered  tone  of  the  eiiocniet  to  emateipation  af- 
ford no  slight  or  doohtfnl  indicatioiiof  what 
we  may  expect, — aome  of  the  argnncDti  on 
which  they  were  accnttocned  most  to  rely, 
tome  of  their  favoorite  and  moat  effi^ctdal 
weapons,  are  now  laid  aside,  and  deemed 
useless,  etea  by  those  that  once  wielded 
them  with  tbe  greatest  figoor  and  toccest. 
What,  for  inttaace,  it  become  of  that  fa- 
laout  argument— or,  at,  if  it  had  not  been 
deemed  a  famoot  argument  I  thoold  ra* 
ther  call  it,  that  miserable  mischievoas 
aophism,  about  tbe  coronation  oath,  by 
which  they  so  long  perplexed  the  con- 
sciences of  the  good  people  of  England,  and 
bjr  which  it  is  said  that,  unfortunately  for 
himself,  and  unfortunately  for  the  country, 
they^  were  enabled  to  secure  to  themseWes 
the  assistance  of  tbe  illustrious  person  to 
whom  that  oath  was  administered?  Why, 
except  in  a  fow  obscure  pamphlets,  and 
low  inflammatory  hand-bills,  we  have  for 
a  long  time  past  beard  nothing  of  its  ex- 
istence ;  from  the  debates  of  this  House, 
and  from  the  writings  and  discourse  of  all 
reasonable  men,  it  has  utterly  disappeared. 
A  sense  of  shame  too  appears  to  ha?e  de- 
terred  men  from  any  longer  asserting,  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  the  religion 
of  some  of  the  wisest  and  most  pious  per- 
sons tbat  erer  adorned  the  human  race, 
tbe  religion  of  allies,  whom  we  trust,  and 
of  forefathers  whom  wererere;  tbe  reli- 
gion of  soove  of  the  greatest  and  most  re* 
spected  communities,  the  religion  which 
by  its  extent  and  its  duration  naust  cha- 
racterize Christianity  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  tbe  religion  of  those  between  whom 
and  every  prifilege  they  most  eagerly 
and  ewwy  object  they  most  ardently  de- 
sire, we  have  never  sought  to  interpose  any 
obstacle  but  their  own  intiolable  regard 
to  honour  and  to  duty,  that  this  religion 
renders  its  followers  inca^ble  of  obserr- 
ing  that  common  foith- which  binds  us  to- 
gether In  society.  A  sense  of  shame,  I 
sayj  has  deterred  men  from  doctrines  like 
these,  and  they  are  content  to  rely  upon 
arguments,  which,  though  when  examined 
tbey  may  be  found  equally  inconclosiTe, 
^krejat  least  not  quite  so  repugnant  to  good 
feeling,  to  reason,  and  to  experience.  In 
the  mean  time  toleration  aamnces,  with 
sure  and  rapid  steps;  every  discussion 
adds  new,  or  confirms  the  old  arguments 
In  its  favour,  and  every  day  adds  converts 
to  a  cause  which  never  loses  a  proselyte  it 
has  once  gained. 


With  all  these  symptoms  of  a  decKniog 
cause  I  would  ask  gentlemen,  whom  I 
must  presume  to  be  actuated  not  by  a 
blind  bigoted  hostility  to  a  sect  or  a  moa- 
sore,  but  by  deliberate  assignable  motives 
of  religion  and  state  policy,  why  perse- 
vere ?  I  can  very  f/ell  understand  how  in 
their  View  of  the  case  it  would  be  desirablo 
to  retain  the  reatricttve  code,  but  how 
to  retain  it  ?  Not  as  a  thing  to  be  fought 
for  from  day  to  day  under  a  ceruinty  oT 
iu  final  destruction,  but  as  that  which  I 
presume,  no  man  now  so  much  as  flatters 
lumself  that  it  can  ever  become  a  perma- 
nent and  enduring  system  of  legislation. 
Or  do  they  think  tbey  shall  render  goo4 
service  to  the  state,  and  advance  the  in* 
terests  of  the  Protestant  faith,  if  at  the 
price  of  continuing  the  agitation  of  the 
public  mind  here,  and  of  exasperating  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland— that  is  to  say  Ire- 
land itself,  they  contrive  to  purchase  a 
short  respite  from  an  inevitable  sentence  ? 
Do  tbey  flatter  themselves  that  they  shalf 
promote  the  happiness  of  the  empire  and 
the  cause  of  true  religion,  if  by  again 
urffing  all  those  topics  that  are  most  cal* 
cmated  to  excite  jealousy  and  irritation, 
if  by  exaggerating  any  errors  of  which 
the  Catholics  may  have  been  guilty  in 
tbe  conduct  of  a  cause  so  delicate  and  so 
trying  to  their  feelings,  tbey  are  enabled 
to  re-animate  the  expiring  prejudices  of 
the  country,  and  to  delay  the  measure  till 
it  shall  have  lost  every  thing  that  it  yet 
retaint  of  grace,  favour  and  conciliation, 
perhaps  to  some  period  of  public  difficulty 
and  oanger,  when  it  wouki  no  longer  be, 
as  it  would  even  now,  a  iust  subject  of  ; 
exultation  and  joy,  but  of  terror  as  to  its 
cause  ;  and  of  doubt  as  to  its  result  ?  Or. 
are  the  blessings  that  have  already  arisen 
firom  excluding  tbe  Catholics  from^that 
eareer  of  honoor  and  emolument  which  is 
open  to  their  fellow  subjects,  so  great  and 
palpable  ;  is  tbe  restrictive  code  so  good 
a  thing  in  itself;  does  it  so  recruit  our  ar- 
mies, does  it  so  augment  our  revenues, 
does  it  so  recommend  us  to  our  Roman 
Catholic  allies ;  does  it  so  secure  us  asainst 
all  chance  of  having  our  eflorts  abroad 
crippled  by  distentions  at  home  ;  is  it  so 
material  to  our  success  in  the  war  we  ai% 
waging  in  coi^unction  with  the  only  hi* 
goted  Catholics  in  the  world,  that  w% 
2iair  seek  at  «ny  price  to  protract  its 
existence  for  a  few  years?  But/  8ir,  thte 
cannot  be  the  case.  The  advocates  for 
the  Ami-Catholic  cause  are  not  so  weak 
nor  to  short  sighted.    It  is  for  the  perma* 
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nent  establishment  of  their  system  that 
^ey  ask,  and  not  for  a  short  delay  in  its 
destruction. 

And  therefore.  Sir,  it  appears  to  me 
that  thb  single  argument  lying  in  so  nar- 
row a  dompass,  and  founded  upon  propo- 
sitions so  evident,  is  quite  conclusive  as  to 
the  whole  question,  even  to  those,  who, 
under  different  circumstances,  would  be 
Inclined  to  oppose  the  Catholic  claim. 
For,  Sir,  first  1  maintain  that  emancipa- 
tion cannot  be  finally  and  certainly  re* 
,  fused ;  in  the  next  place,  that,  whatever 
benefits  might  be  derived  from  such  final 
and  certain  refusal,  those  arising  from 
delay  would  be  sliehc  and  precarious; 
and  lastly,  that  thougn  delay  could  occa- 
sion but  little  good,  it  would  probably  be 
the  source  of  great  and  incurable  evils. 
And  from  this  it  would  follow,  even  if 
the  measure  were  far  more  questionable 
in  its  own  nature  than  I  can  allow,  still, 
that  we  have  reached  that  point  at  which 
it  is  no  longer  prudent  to  resist  its  pro* 
gress,  and  when  Qn  the  contrary  it  be- 
comes our  duty  to  shorten,  as  much  as 
possible,  that  gloomy,  feverish,  perilous 
interval,  which  always  elapses  between 
the  time  when  any  claim,  whether  of  civil, 
or  religious  liberty,  has  triumphed  in  prin- 
ciple and  opinion,  and  that  at  which  it  is 
adbpted  by  the  government,  and  inter- 
woven with  the  law  and  constitution  of  the 
state. 

Sir,  I  have  begun  with  this  argument 
because  it  is  short,  plain,  and  urgent, 
arising  from  tbe  actual  state  of  things  and 
consistent  with  the  greatest  variety  of 
opinions,  not  because  I  am  at  all  disposed 
to  shrink  from  the  discussion  of  the  ques* 
tion  upon  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  and  inde- 
pendently of  what  may  happen  to  be  the 
disposition  of  the  country  at  the  moment. 
And  therefore  I  shall  now  proceed,  in  as 
few  words  as  possible,  to  explain  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  (he  true  state  of  this 
question,  and  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
shall  cordially  support  the  motion  of  my 
right  hon.  friend.  And  in  the  first  place, 
though  from  the  natural  anxiety  of  each 
party  to  exhibit  their  own  case  in  the 
most  favourable  light,  the  real  truth  has 
not  been  sufficiently  kept  in  view  nor 
fairly  acknowledged,  it  is  quite  evident  to 
every  person  that  gives  to  the  subject  a 
fair  and  dispassionate  consideration,  that, 
do  what  we  may,  we  have  only  a  choice 
of  difficulties.  Gentlemen  on  the  one 
band  have  talked  of  final  measures,  and 
settling  votes^  and  of  the  firm  steady  con- 


duct of  parliament  in  making  a  stand  rnpoo 
its  present  ground  and  peremptorily  re- 
fusing all  further  concession  to  the  Catho- 
lics— and  on  the  other  hand  we  have  with 
just  as  little  reason  heard  emancipation 
(as  it  is  called)  treated  as  if  it  were  to  pot 
an  end  to  all  differences  and  jealousies  be- 
twixtCatholic  and  Protestant,  a''  panacea" 
that  would  cure  all  wounds,  a  charm  that 
would  bring  together  the  whole  empire 
in  perpetual  happiness  and  union. 

Now  the  fact  is,  that  whichever  way 
we  turn,  we  are  met,  I  will  not  say,  bj 
considerable  dangers,  but  by  considerable 
embarrassment  and  inconvenience.  That 
in  the  two  islands  of  which  this  empire  is 
composed,  two  different,  and  for  a  long 
time  hostile  religions  should*  be  professed, 
is  in  itself  an  evil.  It  has  already  been 
the  source  of  infinite  jealousy  and  discord, 
to  say  nothing  of  greater  misfortunes,  and 
it  is  too  much  to  promise  oneself  that 
under  any  arrangement  that  can  be  adopt- 
ed, it  will  not  interfere  with  the  general 
harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  kingdom. 
If  three  or  four  millions  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics, or  of  any  other  dissenters  (supposing 
them  to  agree  in  one  kind  of  dissent)  were 
distributed  indifferently  over  both  coon- 
tries,  it  is  probable  that  the  feelings  which 
as  a  sect  they  must  entertain,  would  from 
time  to  time  occasion  some  disagreement 
between  them  and  the  orthodox  majority, 
but  confined  as  they  are  to  ofie  idand, 
which  in  point  of  population  they  may 
fairly  call  their  own,  having  the  "  liton 
litoribos  contraria,''  uniting  the  national 
to  the  sectarian  feeling,  it  is  impossible 
not  to  anticipate  dissentions  which  nothing 
but  prudence  in  the  government  and  for- 
bearance in  the  leaders  on  both  sides  can 
prevent  from  producing  the  most  serious 
consequences.'  Both  in  a  religious  and  in 
a  political  point  of  view  it  would  be  for- 
tunate for  the  whole  empire,  if  both  coon- 
tries  professed  the  reformed  faith  ;  and  in 
a  purely  political  point  of  view,  it  wonld 
perhaps  even  be  fortunate  if  they  were 
both  Catholic,  but  as  we  cannot  hope  for 
the  one  and  as  we  cannot  so  much  as  wish 
for  the  other,  what  we  have  to  consider  is 
how  we  can  best  accommodate  our  laws 
to  the  actual  and  probable  state  of  things, 
and  how  in  a  situation  of  some  difficolty 
we  can  extricate  ourselves  with  the 
smallest  possible  quantity  of  danger  and 
inconvenience. 

The  two  objects  then  which  in  any  ar- 
rangement that  may  be  proposed  to  us 
we  ought  to  keep  in  view,  are,  tbe  pros- 
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perhy  of  ibe  sMe,  and  the  security  of  the 
establiflbed  religion.  I  say  the  lioo  ob- 
jects ;  though  I  am  by  no  means  ignorant 
that  the  question  may  be  argued  upon 
higher  ^[rounds*  Neither  arguments  nor 
authorities  are  wanting  in  support  of  a 
bolder  doctrine ;  namely,  that  no  appre- 
hensions we  may  entertain  as  to  the  security 
of  what  we  believe  to  be  the  true  faith, 
can  justify  us  in  imposing  disadvantages 
of  any  kind  upon  persons  of  another  reli- 
gion. '  But  this  is  not  the  point  of  view  in 
which  I  shall  discuss  the  subject;  be- 
cause, be  this  principle  true  or  be  it  false, 
J,  am  sure  it  would  neither  be  a  prudent 
nor  a  successful  way  of  pleading  the  Ca- 
tholic cause  ;  to  ask  those  who,  belonging 
to  the  established  church,  of  course  be- 
lieve it  to  be  the  depositary  and  the  source 
of  doctrines  true  and  salutary  to  mankind, 
to  legislate  upon  a  matter  of  this  sort  with 
a  view  to  temporals  only.  In  order  to 
satisfy  them,  and  they  have  a  right  to  be 
.  satisfied,  it  ought  to  be  shewn ;  not  only 
that  emancipation  will  promote  the  civil 
happiness  of  the  country,  but  thai  it  will 
not  sap  the  foundation  of  that  which  they 
consider  as  far  more  valuable  than  any 
accession  of  prosperity.  And  therefore. 
Sir,  if  having  succeeded  in  establishing 
one  of  these  points ;  if  having  proved  ever 
so  clearly  that  by  abolishing  the  restric* 
live  code  we  should  become  more  wealthy, 
and  more  powerful,  we  failed  in  proving 
the  other,  and  were  forced  to  admit  that 
strength  and  riches  must  be  purchased  at 
the  price  of  endangering  the  Protestant 
religion,  I  for  one  should  at  once ,  admit 
that  we  had  failed  in  a  most  important 
part  of  our  case,  and  were  by  no  means 
in  a  situation  in  which  we  could  reason- 
ably call  for  the  support  of  a  Protestant 
parliament.  But,  Sir,  I  flatter  myself  that 
we  are  not  placed  in  this  painful  and  em- 
barrassing dilemma,  but  that  the  measures 
which  are  necessary  to  the  completion  of 
our  political  prosperity  will  leave  our  re- 
ligious establishments  in  a  state  of  un- 
diminished security.  And  it  is  by  that 
test  I  am  willing,  that  what  I  have  to  urge 
in  support  of  the  motion  should  be  tried. 
It  is,  (apprehend,  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  any  argument  in  order  to  shew,  that 
to  place  any  number  of  men  under  any 
civil  disabilities,  is.  in  itself  an  evil,  and 
that  the  evil  is  great  in  proportion  as  the 
number  is  large,  and  the  disabilities  op- 
pressive. It  makes  them  worse  men  and 
worse  subjects,  it  fills  them  with  discon- 
tent, and,  by  narrowing  the  sphere  of 


their  exertions,  it  makes  them  incapable 
of  doing  that  service  to  the  state  which 
they  would  otherwise  be  able,  and  willing 
to  render.  The  burthen  of  proof  un- 
doubtedly lies  upon  those  who  desire  to 
continue  an  order  of  things  which  at  first 
sight  appears  so  unfavourable  to  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  the  country. 
They  are  bound  to  shew  that  the  evil  of 
offending  a  whole  nation  and  diminishing 
its  useful  attivity,  is  less  than  that  which 
might  fairly  be  expected  to  arise  from  ad« 
mittiog  the  Catholics  to  a  full  participa- 
tion in  all  civil  rights.  What  then  are 
the  steps  by  which  they  proceed  in  order 
to  establi^  this  proposition  ?  Is  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  Catholics  a  deduction  from 
a  more  general  principle;  namely, that 
no  persons  differing  from  the  church  can 
be  admitted  into  the  state,  without  danger 
to  the  establishment  ?  Some  of  the  argu- 
ments against  the  Catholic  claims  would, 
I  think,  go  that  length  if  they  were  pushed 
to  their  legitimate  consequences.  But, 
Sir,  this  principle,  though  I  am  persuaded 
it  lurks  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  ene- 
mies to  emancipation,  cannot  be  openly  ' 
avowed  except  by  those  who  are.  ready 
at  the  same  time  to  avow  a  wish  to  see  » 
the  establishment  assume  a  much  more 
exclusive  and  persecuting  form  than  that 
in  which  it  is  now  invested  by  law.  Dis- 
senters are  admitted  to  the  roost  important 
of  all  privileges,  that  of  sitting  in  parlia- 
ment. It  is  true,  indeed,  that  it  is  only 
by  a  sort  of  connivance  and  relaxation  of 
the  law  that  ^hey  are  allowed  to  hold  of- 
fice. But  then  the  uninterrupted  relaxa- 
tion for  seventy  years  of  a  law  which  no 
man  now  so  much  as  dreams  of  enforcing, 
nnist  be  considered  as  having  itself  be- 
come law,  and  in  any  sound  and  practical 
view  of  the  subject  the  l^rotestant  dis- 
senters must  be  looked  upon  as  standing 
very  nearly  upon  a  footing  with  their  or- 
thodox brethren.  Why  then.  Sir,  it  is 
something  in  the  particular  kind  of  dis- 
sent, something  in  the  nature  of  the 
Romish  faith  iUelf,  which  renders.it  ne- 
cessary to  exclude  the  Catholics  from  dig- 
^nity  and  power.  They,  it  seems,  acknow- 
ledge in  a  foreign  bishop  an  authority  ut- 
terly inconsistent  with  the  allegiance  they 
owe  to  their  natural,  domestic,  legitimate 
sovereign.  "  This,"  we  are  told,  •',  is  an 
influence  not  confined  to  spirituals,  but 
extending,  as  that  influence  which  direcU 
the  consciences  of  men  must  necessarily 
extend,  over  every  office  and  every,  rela- 
tion of  life,  public- and  private,  tbey  mu)t 
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opmioiifi  hw  b«l  a  vtry  ratnole  coonec- 
iion  wHh  tke  poml  opoa  which  w#  are  Um 
Bight  cailed  upon  to  §i?e  a  ?ote«  It  is  a 
cyrioua  qoeatioiit  it  ttaQaammg  qnestioa, 
it  18  a  learned  qaettion— it  it  a  &ological» 
andf  if  jom  pmae^  a  philotophkaU  but  it 
ean  haral  j,  in  this  age,  be  considered  ai 
a  political  qaestien.  What  we  hare  to 
oonaider  in  not  what  are  the  opioioM 
which  the  Catholics  avow,  or,  to  speak 
more  correctly^  what  are  the  opinioM 
which  the  Catholics  refuse  to  dis«?ow,  bm 
what  are  those  opon  which,  looking  fitir^ 
to  all  the  orcnoistances  of  the  siloatiea  in 
which  emancipation  wanld  place  them, 
the  wealthy  and  intelligeat  part  ef  tbek 
conNnonity,  that  part  of  it  with  which  we 
shall  really  have  to  deal—is  likely  to  a«tf. 
It  is  as  statesmen,  desiroos  indeed  of  amtn- 
tainingan  established  church — bat  still  m 
statesmen,  not  as  theobgieians,  that  we'are 
to  consider  this  subject*  It  is  to  cendoet 
that  we  are  to  look,  and  to  doctrine  only 
so  far  as  it  inflaences  conduct.  For,  Sir, 
there  4»ttnot  be  a  grosser  or  a  more  mis- 
chierons  error,  or  one  that  shews  a  more 
profomid  ignorance  of  homaa  netore,  than 
to  judge  as  to  the  probable  condoct  of 
men,  by  creeds,  and  confemions,  and  arti- 
cles, by  the  arguments  of  doctors,  and  the 
decisions  of  councils,  or  to  imagine  that 
because  from  pride,  or  prejudice,  or  timi* 
di^,  o9  superstition,  they  refuse  formally 
to  renouBco  a  principle,  they  are  therefoce 
certain^  or  eren  desirous  to  carry  it  into  ef> 
feet.  Them  things,  no  doubt,,  are  to  be 
considered  and  weighedr  but  not  singly, 
not  solely,  not  with  a  pedantic  ezehiMon 
of  that  lining  commentary  by  which  their 
dry  literal  meaning  is  always  modified 
and  explained--i-that  commentary  which 
consisis  in  the  situation  of  the  country,  m 
the  disposition  of  the  people,  and  in  the 
spirit  silf  the  age.  This  b  a  commentary 
to  which  ai  all  times  it  is  essentialto  «• 
tend,  and  to  which  in  this  instance  the 
text  itself  ia  akc^eiher  secondary  and  aub- 
oidinate. 

If  there  is  any  fact  clearly  made  out  by 
history  and  experience  it  is  this-^tfaat 
men  are  not  guided  umformiy  by  the 
doctrines  contamed  in  the  books  that  are 
considered  as  the  depeakarietof  their  fistth. 
The  general  operation  of  this  principle,  ao 
doubt,  is  mischievous,  but  if  we  auGkr 
under  the  etil,  let  us  not  en  that  account 
fiprget  the  advantage  by  which  it  is  to  a 
certain  degree  compensated.  Unfortu* 
natoly  men  ate  neither  so  pure,  nor  oo 
jus^  not  so  rirtuousy  nor  so  toleming*  as 


be  either  bad  Cathoitct  or  bad  subfocts, 
they  cannot  at  once  serve  two  mastors, 
their  own  church  and  our  state,  the  king 
and  ihe  pope/'  Now,  Sir,  I  own,  it  a|»> 
pears  to  me,  speaking  however  with  all 
possible  deference  to  bettor  judgments, 
and  more  extended  information  than  my 
own,  that  the  method  which  some  of  the 
ndvocales  of  the  Catholic  claim  have 
taken  to  answer  this  objection,  is  neither 
the  easiest  to  themselves,  nor  the  most 
aatisfactory  to  others. 

They  have  endeavoured  to  shew,  that 
the  submission  to  the  me  of  6ome  re- 
quired by  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  is 
not  of  a  nature  to  intorfere  with  the  duties 
which  subjects  owe  to  the  government  of 
their  own  country,  even  where  that  go* 
vemment  is  in  the  hands  of  those  whom 
they  deem  heretics.  ^ 

I  apprehend,  however,  that  this  is  a 
matter  oC  some  doubt,  when  viewed  as  a 
mere  point  of  dextrine.  On  the  one  hand 
stand  the  exorbitant  power,  and  still  more 
exorbitant  pretensions  of  die  Popes  in  for- 
mer ages;  the  authority  of  certain  general 
cevacils  recognised  by  their  church,  and 
in  whose  decrees  the  ecclesiastical  power 
is  raised  to  an  enormous  height  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  civil  magistrates ;  and  the 
Ordinatio»  Oath  administored  to  the  Irish 
clergy,  by  wbieh  tbey  swear  to  be  bouad 
to  Sl  Feter,  the  Church  of  Rome,  and 
Mtoir  lord  the  Pope,  and  to  persecuta  he- 
relica>— together  with  several  other  foots 
of  that  dms  which  the  enemies  to  tolera- 
tion hare  not  foiled,  at  every  opportunity, 
to  place  in  the  most  striking  pc«nt  of  view. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  are  amarcd,  that 
these  maxims^  though  promulgated  and 
acted  upon  by  amhitious  pontiffs  in  an  ig- 
norant age,  were  never  duly  sanctioned 
by  the  aathorityof  the  Cbufch;  audit 
must  be  adimtted,  that  the  answers  of  the 
Catholic  Universities  to  the  questions  pro- 
posed to  them  by  Mr.  Pita  in  1788,  the 
declara^on  of  many  most  respectable  indi- 
Vfdoals  of  their  body,  and  even  the  terma 
of  the  Irish  Oath  so  altered  and  explained 
ty  the  Pope  himself  in  1791,  seem  to  af- 
ford to  the  state  every  security  that  jeal- 
ousy itmlf  could  require. 

Between  these  confitcting  testimomes  it 
ia  perhaps  di^ult  to  decide,  and,  I  nnist 
own,  th«t  so  for  as  the  matter  now  imme- 
'diately  under  our  consideratiott  is  concern- 
ed, I  am  not  very  anxious  for  a  decision. 
For,  Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  ques- 
tion, though,  no  doubt,  very  interesting  as 
form'mg  n  part  of  the  biMry  of  human 
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true  religion  would  make  tbem,  bat  then 
on  the  other  hand  they  are  neither  «o 
cruel,  so  absurd,  so  ferocious,  nor  so  perse- 
cnting,  as  they  woold  become  by  follow* 
ing  literally  the  maxims  of  bigotry  and 
aaperstition.    The  Catholics  recognise  in 
the  Pope  an  authority  paramount  to  that 
of  the  king— be  it  so,  though  they  have 
denied   the  fact,  and  though  they    are 
ready  to  deny  it  again — but  how  long  is  it 
since  that  authority  has  been  employed  in 
hostility  to  tbe  government?    Their  prin- 
ciples teach  them  to  hate  an  heretical  so* 
Tereign— 4>e  it  so,  though  the  Pope  whom 
we  accuse  them  of  deeming  infallible  has 
ttade  an  express  declaration  to  the  con- 
trary  ;  but  have  they  not  for  half  a  century 
ranked  among  his  Majesty's  most  loyal  sub- 
jects ?     They  nuist  be  desirous  to  destroy 
onr  church,  and  to  raise  their  own  upon 
its  ruins.     If  by  that  it  is  merely  meant, 
that  they  had  rather  the  Catholic  religion 
was  the  established  religion  of  the  coun- 
try, than  the  Protestant,  no  doubt  the  pro- 
position is  true,  and  (muiatis  mui(mdi8)  it 
IS  equally  true  of  every  other  class  of  dis- 
senters.    But  what  are  the  symptoms  that 
•hoold  lead  any  man  seriously  to  believe 
that  the  educated  and  wealthy  part  of  the 
Catholics— those  who  in  every  important 
transaction  must  take  the  lead,  are  foolish 
enough,  and  wicked  enough,  and  desperate 
enough,  to  wade  through  all  the  discord, 
misery,  and  slaughter,  which  the  bare  at- 
tempt to  accomplish  such  a  design  must 
occasion.     What,  1  ask,  are  the  overt  acts 
by  which  they  have  shewn  this  disposition? 
I  do  not  mean  what  are  the  overt  acts  of 
the  century  before  the  last;    but  what  is 
the  submission  to  ecclesiastical  power  in 
natters  regarding  the  state — what  is  the 
dangerous  correspondence  with  the  Pope, 
what  are  the  treasons,  what  are  the  rebel- 
lions, by  which  the  Catholics  of  the  pre* 
sent  day  have  forfeited  all  claim  to  that 
confidence  and  indulgence  which  is  ex* 
Aended/to  other  sects.  Fpr,  I  say^  that  un- 
til we  can  produce  examples  of  real  prac» 
tical  misohiefo,  it  is  quite  Idle  to  talk  of  I 
Jcnow    not  what  bulls,  and  canons,  and 
Councils,  of  which  though  the  letter  is  still 
preserved,  out  of  a  reverence  to  antiquity 
not  unnatural  in  the*  most  ancient  church 
in  Christendom,  the  spirit  has  long  since 
ceased  to  animate  the  Catholic  body. 

And  then.  Sir,  comes  another  very  im- 
portant consideration— suppose  this  dan- 
cerous  disposition  to  exist  with  unabated 
force  in  the  minds  of  the  Catholics,  still, 
frhat  are  the  additional  means  of  carrying 
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it  into  effect  which  they  would  acquire  by 
the  repeal  of  the  restrictive  code  ?-^n<i 
how  far  is  that  repeal  likely  to  increase  or 
diminish  the  disposition  ? 

Gentlemen  are  apt  to  argue  this  question 
aa  if  the  Catholics  in  their  present  state 
were  absolutely  powerless— a  sort  of  He* 
lots,  or  at  best  Paraguay  Indians,  and  that 
we  were  deliberating  whether  or  not  we 
should  now  for  the  first  time  call  them 
into  political  existence.  But  the  Catholics 
have  power,  great  power  founded  upon 
the  sure  basis  of  increasing  wealth  and 
population,  and  they  have  a  political  exis- 
tence, established  by  repeated  acts  of  the 
legislature  acknowledging  in  everypine  the 
justice  and  necessity  of  conferring  it  upon 
them.  The  Question  of  prudence  therefore 
is,  not  whether  you  will  have  the  Catho* 
lies  discontented  and  powerless,  but  whe« 
ther  you  will  add  something  to  their  power, 
in  order  to  lessen  their  discontent.  Now, 
Sir,  in  order  to  settle  this  question  it  may 
be  well  to  enquire,  on  the  one  hand,  what 
is  the  actual -amount  of  discontent  existing 
amonp;  the  Catholics,  and  on  the  other» 
what  IS  the  degree  of  power  that  still  r^* 
mains  to  be  conceded  to  them.  - 

The  discontent  is  great,  active,  and 
growing;  and  cannot  be  allayed  except 
by  concession  ;  the  probable  accession  of 

golitical  power  is  small.  I  say  the  proba* 
le  accession,  for  it  is  with  probabilities, 
and  not  with  bare  possibilities  and  extreme 
cases  that  we  are  concerned.  It  would 
consist  of  a  few  Roman  Catholic  members 
in  the  other  House,  a  few  more  in  this^ 
and  they  not  more  under  Catholic  influ* 
ence  than  the  present  members  may  fairly 
be  supposed  to  be,  who  are  returned  by 
the  votes  of  Catholic  freeholders;  and 
what  common  sense  and  humanity  seem 
to  require,  %  few  Roman  Catholic  sheriffs^ 
and  other  omcers  of  justice.  This,  toge* 
ther  with  a  few  general  officers,  would  b« 
the  whole  immediate  accession  of  power. 
In  the  course  of  a  certain  number  of  years^ 
as  the  jealousy  against  them  diminished^ 
as  they  acquired  more  property,  and  more 
knowledge,  they  would  increase  also  in, 
political  influence,  they  would  fill  more 
seats  in  parliament,  rise  to  the  command 
of  armies,  and  perhaps  become  ministers 
of  state.  But  then  against  this  probable 
increase  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  must 
be  set  the  equally  probable  increase  of  a 
liberal  and  tolerating  spirit  on  the  other. 
More  Catholics  would  acquire  power,  but 
they  would  be  less  intensely  Catholic  in 
any  offensive  sense  of  the  word.  Th^: 
(30) 
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bfood  of  Ifae  Mwriyn,  k  has  ofka  b^eii 
reniarked,  was  the  teed  of  the  chtiroli. 
Ami  if  penecttiion,  or  diaqtAlrficmtkNn, 
.  (which  is  a  brahch  of  perseovtiao,  aad 
difiibrs  froin  it  osiy  id  def^rea)  fails  •f  in- 
dkcing  nen  to  abtodoii  ihtk  faith  entire* 
}y,  it  is  sere  to  ttialce  thrkn  cling  to  k 
ikiore  pertioaciottsly^  It  is  aavar  kiBlif*- 
lerent.  The  Catholict  certainly  are  not 
persecated,  bat  the  disabtliliaa  under 
which  they  atill  lahoar,  are  quite  tufircienat 
to  irritate  th««i,  and  to  keep  alitne  n  Uieir 
minds  m  spirit  of  obstinate  adhereiice  to 
the  peculiar,  and,  if  yoawill,  miachiefi^Qa 
doctrines  of  their  own  aeet.  It  is  not  their 
common  reKgion,  it  is  their  coaomon 
giie^ahce,  that  binds  then  ao  closely  to 
each  other,  aeparatea  them  Arqm  their  thl- 
low  subjects,  and  invests  them  wkh  all 
those  qualities  tint  render  them  an  object 
of  alarm.  An  admission  to  equal  henorii 
that  ervliarged  intercourse  with  society 
which  the  pursuit  of  these  honours  neces- 
sarily induces,  ihe  contagibn  of  Hheral 
opiniba:  all  these  things  will  rapidly 
wear  away  those  asperities,  and  dissipate 
those  pr^udfcesy  hy  which  the  Cath6lios 
are  now  disadtantageoosly  distioti^aished 
froan  <hehr  Mlow  suhjiects.  All  those 
temptations  of  office,  and  power,  and  -^- 
nity,  which,  it  is  ^und  by  experience, 
•bsNohitely  Mi  of  ind«ciug  men  formally 
to  renoufkre  the  creed  which  is  held  by 
their  friends  and  kinsaaen,  which  has  been 
handed  down  to  them  by  their  forafotiiefa, 
and  which  they  ha^e  perhaps  ahresdy 
tavgbt  to  their  children,  are  all-powerfiil 
in  leading  them  tacitly  to  abandon,  or  at 
least  to  refrain  lirom  insisting  upon  those 
parts  of  it  that  are  calculated  to  diagost  or 
alarm  the  rest  of  the  world.  You  would 
have  Catholics  iuTeated  with  dignities,  and 
enjoying  power-^yes— but  what  sprt  of 
Catholics  ?  Bigotted  fcnatical  Catholics  ? 
i»-No ;  but  flMVely  persons  differing  ftarn 
you  upon  certsmn  matters  of  doctrine, 
srhich,  in  a  political  point  td  view,  are 
utterly  unimportant.  The  same  degree 
«Ff  talent,  and  knowledge,  and  intercouk^ 
with  persons  of  another  religion,  which 
would  be  necessary  in  a  Catholic  in  order 
lo  enable  him  to  rise  to  any  station  in 
which  he  would  eqjoy  much  influence 
In  the  country,  are  hardly  compatible  in 
this  enlightened  age,  with  bigotry,  fanati- 
cism, ami  a  firm  practical  belief  in  ^ 
dangerouh  principles  as  to  civil  govern- 
ment wht<;h  are  still  supposed  to  make 
part  of  the  Romish  creed.  Besides,  a  bi- 
goted attftcbment  to  tfaaie  teaeu,  knows 


le  taiiat  in  any  individual  (and  it  can 
hardly  5e  concealed  where  it  does  exist), 
would  he  a  meat  eiectual  bar  to  hia  ad* 
vancement  as  an  empire  whene  Profeeataat 
iacendaney  would  be  secured  by  a  IVe* 
testant  king,  and  a  vast  Proteataat  nuge- 
rity  in  the  ^pfvfnmant)  in  the  parlialmeni, 
and  in  the  people. 

It  weald  not  he  a  legal,  atotuteaMe, 
and  defined,  bnt  it  would  not  on  thai  ao- 
eomit,  be  a  less  just  or  a  leas  real  obstacie. 
The  Catholics  thcnneWes  would  hardiv 
complain  of  a  disadvantage  which  extend 
ed  only  to  a  few  violent  wr^ngheaded 
members  of  their  cemuwniiy,  and,  hi 
practice,  Ihtose  disabiliciea  we^  he  tai> 
ployed  wMi  the  most  shlosiry  eiect,  is 
check  bigotry,  «nd  diacoosage  folly  in  in- 
dividuals, arhich  ana  now  moat  unwiaaly 
and  meet  mischiervoualy  inflieted  npan 
the  whole  body,  cOnlhmKling  the  wias 
with  the  foolish,  the  edocated  with  tiie  iff- 
norant,  the  h>]^l'  with  the  diaafieded,  m 
one  indiscriminate  aaatenoe  of  inaolt  and 
exckiiion.  A  pMt  at  least  of  the  alann 
which  ^s^ntlemen  1M  mNNi  tfela  snijjeet 
wouU,  I  cUnk,  aobshle,  if  they  weie  aoae 
constantly  to  keep  inwmd  what  ia  the  da- 
scriptionofCatholit  sihat  would  prinoipally 
he  afiected  by  i^e  repeal  of  she  restriotife 
code,  k  is  net  the  Caiholio  private  aal- 
dier,  it  is  the  Gatholic  oAcw,  it  is  not  the 
Catholic  peai^ant,  hot  it  is  the  Catholic 
peer,  it  is  hot  theCathcilic  oonaiitoenty  bnt 
hethat  I  hope  wirH  soon  become  the  Ca- 
tholic repreaenlative,  into  whom  yon  aie 
to  breathe  peUtical  life  by  this  tneaansel 
The  soldier,  indeed,  and  the  peasant,  and 
the  oonstituent,  wiH  be  gratified^  said  ele- 
vated hy  it,  nnd  ukimstely  will  ideriva 
from  it  the  greatest  iyen^Stw  But  the  im- 
mediate advantase  ia  to  he  Bsapedhyihe 
biffher  orders.  St  ia  they  thM  von  an 
called  upon  to  trust  with  adiliMnal  ptfvroiv 
persons  ^  fit  to  eisercise  it  as  yoynaeKnft 
rat  dupes  to  an  obsolete  imponmra,  net 
slaves  to  a  #»teign  hierarehy^  l»ot  peraostt 
in  whose  minds  edacation  and  fanowledge 
have  obtained  a  complete  victory  ovier  vi- 
oatical  ignorance  and  bilrtNH*otts«upefiili- 
tion. 

If  any  danger  still  exists  fromitie  dhae* 
trines  maintained  hf  the  Catholioa  -Qpon 
the  subject  of  papal  supremacy,  it  is  m 
danger  which  th.e  repeal  of  the  reatrictive 
code  is  much  more  Kkely  to  remove  ftmn 
to  augment.  For,  in  feet,  those  doctrhMi 
are  so  absurd  in  themselves,  and  accord  ao 
little  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  und  the 
political  state  of  the  world,  thatim(Mo|r 
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tmfe  ihft  obstinacy  which  unjuAt  retUminl 
never  &ilt  to  ei^eiider  in  tb^  breait  of 
those  opon  whoi^  it  is  imposed,  can  pre- 
vent tboiQ  from  falUog  mioi  oU^r  con- 
Hmpi  and  obUvioo*  By  adooiuing  the 
CaMiolict  into  your  atate^  you  wilJ  by  so 
much  detach  them  from  the  political  in-» 
terests  of  their  own  church ;  suffer  them 
to^  taste  the  sweets  of  civil  power,  and  they 
will  ceaae  to  recogpiz<»  (if  indeed  they 
<^ai  still  be  eonsidered  as  recognisingji  that 
^cleaiaatical  authority  that  pretends  to 
be  superior  to  it ;  let  them  shiirt  ^ually 
vith  yo^mlves  ia  the  fiiToqr  of  their  law- 
§a\  domestic  sovereign^  and  equally  with 
yourselves  tliey  will  sporn  the  usurped 
domination  of  a  foreign  priest 

Upon  the  whole  then,  I  sey,  that  in  this 
balaneeof  evils,  we  have  a  mueb  leas  diffi* 
celt  choice,  a  much  less  doubtful  alterna* 
tive  presented  to  es  than  oommoniy  occurs 
in  the  oo^doct  of-bumai^  affiiirs.  On 
the  one  side  we  have  the  d^iger  of  giv* 
ing  more  power  to  the  Catholics.  I  say^ 
more  power,  for  be  it  not  forgotten  tbe^ 
power,  great  power,  they  already  have  and 
always  must  have,  do  wh^t  you  m^y — it 
danger  which  lor  the  reasons  which  I  have 
endeavotured,  though  feebly  and  imper- 
fectly to  state,  I  conceive  to  be  very  small. 
On  the  other  you  have,  first,  the  los4 
which  arises  from  repressing  the  spirit  of 
hooQurablo  exertion  in  a  very  large  body 
of  yoor  own  subjects,  even  supposing 
them  to  acquiesce  patiently  voder  the  dis- 
qualifieation.  Thil  is  what  every  states- 
men* end  every  man  of  sense,  whether 
leasening  d  priori  upon  the  probable 
eftct  of  sooh  restraints,  or  foonding  his 
opinion  upon  tb&efl<icttbey  have  actually 
h»d  in  the  country  in  which  they  have 
been  tried  to  sech  an*extent,  and  with 
anch  perseverance,  most  regard  as  i^  great, 
aad  almost  intolerable  grievalKO.  It  is 
thai  which  if  necessary  ia  to  be  deplored, 
Wl  if  unnecessary  ie  to  be  abominated, 
and  the  regret  one  wopld  naturally  feel  at 
Hs  existence  is  only  increased  by  re<olp 
looting  what  things  Ireland  bar  done,  and 
what  men  Ireland  has  produced,  while 
palsied  by  the  operation  of  a  system  which 
allows  only  one  fourth  of  her  population 
to  enter  upon  that  oareer,  whether  of  civil 
or  of  military  glory,  which  in  oar  own 
time  has  been  graced  by  Mr.  Burke,  by 
lord  Wellinf^on,  and  him,  wbom^  though 
present,  I  cannot  refrain  from  adding,  roy 
tig^t  hon»  friend  who  moved  this  question^ 

Then,  Sir,  in  the  next  place,  and  in  the 
same  scale,  we  mnst^  f^i  the  daegaia  thai 


must  arise  from  the  growing  dlKontfot  of 
a  large  and  powerful  body*  Siri  this  i»  % 
point  upon  which  1  tou^h  cautiously  and 
unwillingly,  and  which  I  had  rather  leav^ 
tQ  the  private,  bdt  candid  consideratiooA 
of  every  gentleman,  than  i^rge  to  the  utmost 
in  public  debate.  For,  I  am  persuadedj 
that  nothing  can  be  more  injudicious  in 
the  advocates  of  the  Catholic  claim,  no- 
thing worse  for  the  Catholics  themselvesi 
nothing  more  likely  to  frustrate  the  whol« 
benefit  of  the  measure,  than  to  treat  it,  in 
what  might  be  considered  as,  an  angry  or 
a  threatening  Ume ;  and  I  regard  it  aa 
one  of  the  most  important  results  of  the 
happy  change  which  the  last  year  haa 
produced  in  the  affitirs  of  Europe*  that  th» 
destroctioa  of  the  French  army  in  Russia^ 
and  the  victories  of  lord  Wellington/— » 
victories  gained  by  ai^  Irisbaian-^have 
enabled  qs  to  o^r  to  Irela^c}  as  a  boon 
and  a  favour,  as  the  result  of  our  unbiassed 
opinion  apon  a  great  question;  as  tbo 
^puontaneoos  a flTect  of  political  justice  and 
wiadom  in  the  legislature,  that,  which  if 
i(  were  coi^ceded  at  a  moment  when  tha 
fleets  of  Spain,  bearin|(  the  armioi  of 
France,  were  ready  to  issue  forth  fron^ 
^▼ory  port  in  the  peninsula,  to  invade  a 
kingdom  without  an  ally  (a  crisis  which 
at  no  remote  period  seemed  fast  approach^ 
inig)  would  have  lost  all  its  immediate 
effect  in  composing  the  diSereqces  betweeif 
the  two  couAtries,  whilst  it  seemed  to  be 
wreog  from  the  terrors  of  an  aoconvincedf 
and  reluctant  parKamant.  Thus  muoh^ 
however,  I  think,  may  be  said  withoat 
exaggeration,  and  without  offence,  that  ther 
situation  of  the  Catholics  ip  such  as  mmt 
generate  in  them  feeling  unfavourable  to[ 
the  public  repose;  aod  it  pav  not  mh* 
fairly  be  asked,  whether  if  the  disoontent 
preyailipg  in  that  body  now,  is  felt  as  an 
embarrassment  ia  the  government  of  Ire^ 
land,  it  is  not  likely  to  become  far  mora 
serious,  when  in  the  course  of  a  few  yoars# 
by  the  operation  of  obvious  and  nnqtilinn 
causes,  the  Catholics  ba?a  acquired*  pro« 
per(y  in  proportion  to  their  j^opplationj^ 
and  ahmg  with  it,  every  means  that  caA 
enable  them  to  obtain,  and  every  stimnlua 
that  can  urge  them  to  desire,  a  comply ta 
panif;ipation  in  poliiicai  power.  Thai 
they  ^re  still  loyal,  I  believa,— still  dis-! 
posed  to  prosecute  their  object  by  lawful 
means  alone*— but  vve  ought  not  to  forget 
that  disa|>pointment  long  continiied  bft 
comes  de^pairV  and  tbar  discentont  VmU 
Uyed  is  the  parent  of  disloyalty. 
Aad  thia,  Sir,*  nuturaliy  l^ifi  oa  to^  wy 
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a  word  or  two  a^  to  another  argomeot 
against  the  Catholic  claim,  which,  I  find, 
has  had  considerable  effect,  not  only  oat 
of  doors,  but  upon  the  minds  of  several 
gentlemen,  members  of  this  House.  It 
has  been  said,  that  though  considered  in 
the  abstract  and  with  a  view  to  its  own  in- 
trinsic merits,  the  Catholic  claim  might  be 
entitled  to  a  favoarable  consideration,  yet 
that  the  Catholics  themselves  by  their  vio- 
lent precipitate  conduct  have  forfeited  all 
the  right  they  might  otherwise  have  had 
to  indulgence.  Sir,  if  in  the  discussion  of 
a  mat  and  momentous  question,  espe- 
cially in  parliament,  any  tning  could  in- 
duce me  to  depart  from  that  moderation 
and  temper  which  a  regard  to  decorum 
imposes  upon  me,  and  what,  I  own,  weighs 
yet  more  powerfully  upon  my  mind,  a 
regard  to  the  interesU  of  that  great 
cause,  which  I  am  humbly  and  feebly,  but 
earnestly  endeavouring  to  pleads  it  would 
be  the  argument,  if  argument  it  can  be 
called,  to  which  I  have  now  alluded.— I 
do  not  think,  that,  generally  speaking, 
gentlemen  have  been  very  happy  in  the 
objections  they  have  urged  against  the 
measure,  either  consiUered  as  a  mere 
matter  of  reason,  or  as  a  matter  of  reason 
and  feeling  combined,  but  in  this  they  ap- 
pear to  me  to  have  been  more  peculiarly 
unfortunate  than  in  any  other  instance. 
For  if  this  argument  proves  any  thing,  it 
proves  this — that  all  restraint  and  all  in- 
justice ought  to  last  for  ever.  For  what 
maxim  could  a  tyrant  be  more  desirous  to 
establish  than  this— >than  when  oppression 
has  produced  discontent,  discontent  be- 
comes an  apology  for  more  oppression. 
Is  it  not  an  utter  mockery  of  all  reason  and 
justice,  to  s^y  '*  the  restraints  are  galling, 
—your  complaints  are  not  ill  founded,— 
we  cannot  charge  you  with  disaffection, 
but  because  you  have  not  always  been 
able  to  pace  in  the  trammels  of  the 
strictest  propriety;  because  you  have 
talked  of  right  where  we  only  admit  an 
expediency ;  because  you  have  sometimes 
asked  as  a  matter  of  justice  what  you 
ought  to  have  implored  as  a  matter  of  fa- 
▼om";  because  your  often-rejected  claim 
has  not  always  been  preferred  in  all  the 
forms  of  humility  and  supplication;  be- 
cause you  have  not  gratified  our  pride, 
but  only  convinced  our  understanding; 
because  remembering  that  you  are  op- 
pressed, you  have  not  always  forgot  that 
you  are  strong — therefore  you  shall  have 
DO  redress.  You  shall  be  made  answera- 
Ue  for  the  abtordities  pf  foolish^  and  for 


the  violence  of  mtschievoos  advocates* 
We  will  scan  every  word  with  jeaioos  ac- 
curacy, we  will  watch  every  step  with 
hostile  vigilance,  and  if  we  succeed  in  de- 
tecting a  wrong  word  or  a  false  step,  aH 
the  claims  of  justice  and  policy  shall  avail 
you  nothing/' 

Sir,  I  can  respect,  though  difieriag 
widely  from,  the  opinions  of  those  who  op- 
pose the  Catholic  claim  because  they  think 
It  dangerous  to  church  and  state.  But  I 
cannot  extend  that  respect  to  the  opinions 
of  those  who,  professing  themselves  friend* 
ly  tothe  principle  of  emattcipation,'candi^ 
pense  themselves  from  the  support  of  it 
upon  such  feeble  and  suspicious  grounds— 
who  thinking  the  measure  wise  and  just  is 
itself,  chuse  to  clog  the  execution  of  it 
with  absurd  and  impossible  conditions. 
They  too,  it  seems,  are  friends  to  tolera- 
tion, they  too  are  desirous  to  free  their 
fellow  subjects  from  qnnecessary  restraints, 
and  therefore  when  the  Catholics,  under 
those  circumstances  that  are  most  calcu- 
lated to^ agitate  them,  under  the  influence 
of  expectations  often  raised  and  often  dis- 
appointed, and  now  standing  again  as 
they  think,  upon  the  very  threshold  of 
religious  freedom,  are  perfectly  calm  and 
composed ;  when  all  the  actors  upon  those 
irregular  theatres  of  ambition,  which  oar 
impolicy  has  opened,  and  which  our  mere 
power  will  never  be  able  to  close,  conform 
their  language  to  the  standard  of  pure 
taste,  and  statesmanly  discretion,  wh«i  no 
foolish  person  is  found  to  chose  an  erro- 
neous principle  as  the  support  of  a  sound 
conclusion,  or  to  eke  out  a  just  claim  with 
an  exorbitant  pretension;  when  three 
millions  of  people,  labouring  under  disa- 
bilities which  are  grievous  to  every  man 
in  proportion  to  his  property,  his  talents, 
his  activity,  his  patriotism,  and  his  desire 
of  honourable  distinction,  wear  a  coonte-^ 
nance  of  cheerfulness  and  content,  when 
the  laws  that  regulate  man's  moral  nature 
are  suspended,  tnen,  and  not  till  then,  they 
will  vote  for  concession.  Is  this  justice  ? 
Is  this  wisdom  ?  And  one  is  almost  templ- 
ed to  add,  is  this  sincerity  ? 

But  suppose  that  by  some  miracle  tbeae 
conditions  were  fulfilled,  suppose  this 
torpor  to  seize  the  Catholics,  suppose 
them,  I  will  not  say  to  urge,  but  to  state 
their  requests  with  all  that  cautious  pro- 
priety, with  all  that  discreet  langoor, 
which  their  adversaries  seem  to  require. 
Why,  Sir,  what  is  the  language  we  shonld 
then  hear,  what  is  the  language  which  we 
have  formerly  heard  from  the  same  g^en- 
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tteinen  ?  We  should  be  told,  triamphaDtly 
told,  that  emancipation  was  not  a  measure 
required  by  the  state  of  Ireland,  but  only 
,  the  pretence  of  a  faction  on  this  side  of 
the  water;  Ireland,  they  would  say,  is 
perfectly  tranquil  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  would  you  make  such  a  change 
quite  gratuitously,  would  you  offer  redress 
where  there  is  no  grievance,  and  subvert 
the  present  happy  order  of  things  in  the 
▼ague  hope  of  remote  advantage  ? '  The 
Catholics  in  reality  care  very  little  about 
their  claim ;  they  only  state  it  proformd 
as  it  were,  and  with  no  expectation  what* 
ever  that  you  will  grant  it.  If  they  were 
m  earnest,  if  they  had  any  real  reliance 
on  the  justice  of  their  cause,  we  should  see 
some  symptoms  of  discontent,  and  they 
would  urge  it  with  greater  eagerness  and 
heat.  So  let  the  Catholics  do  what  they 
may,  let  them  be  eager  or  let  them  be 
lukewarm,  let  them  be  tranquil  or  let 
them  be  turbulent,  their  claim  is  sure  to 
be  encountered  by  an  unanswerable  ar- 
gument arising  from  the  tone  and  temper 
in  which  ^hey  prefer  it. 

But  after  all.  Sir,  what  is  this  outrageous 
insolence,  what  is  this  unpardonable  crime 
by  which  they  have  forfeited  those  most 
valuable  privileges  to  which  they  would 
otherwise  have  been  entitled  ?  One  would 
reall]^  think  that  they  had  thrown  off  their 
allegiance,  engaged  m  a  traitorous  corres- 
pondence with  France,  or  broken  out  into 
open  rebellion.  But  what  is  the  fact? 
Why,  that  during  the  whole  time  the 
question  has  been  under  discussion,  there 
has  been  no  Catholic  rebellion,  there  has 
been  no  Catholic  insurrection,  there  has 
been  no  disturbance  originating  in  the  Ca- 
tholics as  a  body,  there  has  not  been  so 
much  as  a  Catholic  a£firay  in  the  streets. 
The  only  exception,  if  an  exception  it  can 
be  called,  to  the  general  regularity  of 
their  conduct,  is  that  they  met  in  a  way 
which,  by  a  fortunate  recollection  and 
dextrous  application  of  a  statute  intended 
/  for  another  purpose,  was  discovered  to  be 
*  illegal.— What  did  they  do  then, — they 
complained,  but  they  dispersed— they 
tried  the  point  of  law,  which,  in  a  doubt- 
ful case,  they  were  well  warranted  in 
doing — they  tried  the  point  of  law,  and 
submitted  patiently  to  the  decision  of  the 
Protestant  lawyers  who  decided  it  against 
them.  But  then  they  have  made  use  of 
▼tolent  and  menacing  language^f  it  is 
meant  that  the  language  of  some  of  the 
speeches  at  the  Catholic  meetings  is  vio- 
lent^ I  almost  readily  ^dmit  the  fact ;  indeed 


I  know  not  how,  without  a  miracle,  it 
could  be  otherwise,  in  meetings  fronf 
which  no  Catholic  is  excluded,  where,  in 
the  minds  of  some  of  the  speakers,  vanity 
and  turbulence  will  naturally  mix  them- 
selves with  better  motives,  which  of 
course,  come  to  be  considered  as  a  sort  of 
schools  of  rhetoric  and  politics  by  those 
that  are  unfortunately  precluded  from 
better  opportunities  of  distinguishing 
themselves,  and  where  the  constant,  stand- 
ing, exclusive  subject  is  a  grievance. 
That  violent  indiscreet  speeches  should  be 
made  in  such  assemblies  is  any  thing  but 
surprizing,  and  the  only  matter  of  wonder 
is  that  they  should  not  be  more  indiscreet 
and  more  violent,  and  that  the  passions  of 
some  individuals  should  not  have  more 
deeply  infected  the  aggregate  body.  If 
gentlemen  mean  to  wait  till  no  such  dis- 
courses are  held,  they  bad  better  make  up 
their  minds  to  abandon  the  whole  question 
at  once,  which  indeed  would  be  a  wiser  and 
a  fairer  course,  than  to  let  the  privileges  of 
a  whole  nation  depend  upon  the  expressions 
that  happen  to  fall  from  a  few  hasty.  Im- 
passioned orators.  Up  to  a  very  late  period 
the  language  employed  by  the  Catholics  in 
their  Resolutions  and  Petitions  was  uni- 
formly moderate  and  judicious.  The  Re* 
solutions  however  which  passed  last  spring 
contain  some  expressions  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  defend  in  point  either  of  pni- 
aence  or  of  decorum.  But  when  you 
have  said  that  you  have  said  all.  For 
even  in  these  expressions  there  is  nothing 
disloyal,  or  indicative  of  disloyalty.  They 
merely  shew  that  the  Catholics  felt  as 
under  their  circumstances  it  is  natural  to 
feel,  and  that  they  trusted  the  expression 
of  their  feelings  to  persons  who  were  not 
guided  in  their  choice  of  language  by  the 
soundest  policy  or  the  most  correct  taste* 
In  estimating  the  conduct  of  the  Catho- 
lics We  ought  to  bear  in  mind  that  they 
are  persons  labouring  not  only  under  a 
grievance,  but  under  that  by  which  the 
sense  of  grievance  is  always  very  much 
enhanced— great  and  repeated  disappoint- 
ments I  do  not  contend,  nor  in  my  view 
of  the  case  is  it  at  all  necessary  for  me  to 
contend,  that  any  positive  authorised  pro- 
mise was  given  to  the  Catholics  at  the 
Union.  On  the  contrary  I  give  implicit . 
credit  to  the  declarations  made  by /my 
noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  fo- 
reign af&irs,  that  no  such  engag^ement 
existed.  But  it  is  enoogh  for  me  if  thai 
which  I  believe  no  man  ^an  op  will  deny, 
be  true.     It   is  enough  for   me  if  tba 
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languagt  and  opioionf  of  those  wha  were 
(beA  at  the  head  of  afiaurs,  if  the  very  oar 
ture  apd  spirit,  if  I  may  so  egress  myself, 
«f  the  measure  itself,  were  calculated  to 
vxjdlA  ia  their  minds  an  expectation  tha 
Ih^  hour  of  their  deliverance  was  at  hand. 
Another  great  disappointment — that  which 
mutt  birth  to  those  expressiona  to  which  I 
nia.TQ  just  now  alludea,  happened  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Regency.  Sir,  I  do  nol 
mention  this  circumstance  invidioosly. 
It  is  my  purpose  to  apologise  for  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  not  to  criminate  any  other  set 
ofmeo«  And  no  doubt  the  hope  which 
Ibe^r  then  entertained  of  immediate  coo* 
oessioo,  was  the  resuU  of  some  rery  exag- 
IP^rated  statement  of  a  favourable  ukciia»- 
tiofl^  towards  their  claim  existing  in  tbt 
nind  of  that  person  whose  favour  would 
contribute  the  most  powerfuUy  to  give  k 
efiect*  But  when  we  recelliecthow  widely 
^bal  misrepreseatatioal  was  difiused«-rSO 
widely  that,  I  believe,  there  was  hardly 
an  individual  in  this  Honse,  that  did  not 
more  or  lesa  he  deceived  by  it,  w«  shaU 
not  be  surprized  if  the  CatboUcsr  who  were 
the  most  mterested  in  the  event,  a»d  who 
could  not  be  expected  ni/cely  and  saspi« 
ctously  to  weigh  the  testimony  in  favour 
of  that  which  thisy  bust  have  been  ao 
mna(ioiiato  believe^— lent  too  reiMly  an  eai 
to  these  flattering  accounts,  and  if  thetr 
exaaper^^tion  at  finding  them  to  be  false 
Kvas  nroportioned  ta  the  satn&otion  with 
which  \^f  bad  received  them  aa  tfue : 
and  if  in  the  fint  momenta  of  their  diia|>> 
poi^tmenl  they  should  have  broken  out 
Uhto  some  exfressiona  of  lesentmenty  tbrfi 
>iorst  conseqvience  of  which  will  be  ihat 
of  giving  to  their  adversaries  an  oppo^to* 
pUy,  toa  iavonrable  to  be  missed  of  via- 
representing  their  whole  conduct  and  die- 
pwtions  to  the  English  public. 

$if,  many  other  topics  naturally  pre- 
s»9H  themselves  to  one^s  mind,  but  I  will 
now  conchide^  asking  pardon  for  having 
SkkeMy  trespassed  so  long  upon  youv  timoi 
B^t  \  confess  I  was  anxious  even  at  tbe 
baaacd  of  wearying  the  House  to  emlain 
^  view  I  take  of  this  question,,  and  tbe 
nose  so  because  I  ba^  hitherto  contented 
myself  witb  a  silent  but  sincere  tote,.alT 
though  during  ten  years  that  I  have  sat  in 
fAfliament  it  has  been  frequently  and 
eagerly  discussed^,  and  although  there  is 
na  eause  in  which  I  am  more  strongly  en* 
Seged  both  b^  tbe  feelings  of  my  heart 
and  the  conviction  of  my  understandii^. 
And,  dir,  if  this  House,  concurring  in  tt^ 
anotien  of  my  ri|(ht  hon.  friend,  shall  this 


night  resolve  to  do  that  which  is  alike^re- 
^uiredby  the  justice  of  the  case  and  by  the 
situation  of  the  country,  I  shall  rejoice,  I  do 
not  mean  to  have  contributed  to  that  event 
for  I  am  well  aware  that  I  can  contribute  ta 
it  no  otherwise  than  by  my  vote, but  to  have 
borne  testimony  in  favour  of  a  great  mea^ 
sure  of  religious  liberty  and  political  wij- 
dom.  If  on  the  other  hand  their  decision 
shoul4  be  unfavourable,  and  it  shoi|ld  be* 
con|e,  as  I  am  persuaded  it  will  becbme* 
the  source  of  great  and  irreparable  evils^ 
it  will  be  to  me  some  consolation^  anfier^ 
ing  U94^r  those  evils  in  common  wiib  theii^ 
authors,  thus  publicly  and  solemnly  ta 
have  absolved  myiyelf  from  all  participa- 
tion in  their  origin. 

Mr.  IL  Skoflm  Catew  said,  ha  feared  he 
could  hardly  thin^  himself  autboriaed  ip 
trespassing  on  tW  indulgence  of  thii 
House,  mere  particularly  as  h€^  waa  foUft 
aware  of  the  anxiety  and  iropfrtaoce  withi 
wbicb  every  osie  must  look  forward  to  the 
decision  of  tbis  question ;  bot»  aa  a  lutive 
of  Ireland,  and  feeling  himself  moat  deeply 
concerned  in  what  related  so  esseotiallj 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  bis  coooiry* 
meuy  he  hoped  he  should  not.be  deemait 
preaump^ious  in  stating  very  brkiO^  bif 
yntimentst  From  every  view  he  bad 
been  enabled  to  take  of  the  aal^ecty  and 
from  any  experience  which  a  resideaoa  ii^ 
his  native  country  inif^t  have  afibffded 
hioi»  he  was  most  decidedly  of  opioioa 
that  them  was  no  onf'  question  a<^  naeich 
calculated  to  sMrengthen  the  resovrcea  of 
Great  Britain  and  to  raise  Jreland  to  thaft 
canjc  in  the  scale  of  the  empire  to  wbic4 
her  natural  advantages  entitled  h^.  b 
cocdd  not  be  for  our  interest  that,  when 
every  energy  should  be  everted  ip  reaiet- 
ance  to  the  attack^  of  a  cMomon  eniepj* 
the  right  arm  of  the  empjve  should  b^  par 
lalyzed  by  the  incapacities  under  vfrbich 
the  majority  of  the  population  of  Ireland 
suffered.  Give  them  but  ^  free  partieipap 
tion  in  the  privileges  of  ou«  glorious  oga- 
stitution'— -give  them  but  a  common  caaep 
and  a  common  interest  to  defend^.  and»  in 
the  hour  oif  danger,  keWnd  will  not  ba 
then  a  vuUierable  point.  The  hearts  aad 
the  banda  of  Irishmen  never  had  been»  nor 
ever  would  be^  backward  in  the  defenoe  oC 
Que  Hgbts.  The  violent  language  of  tiia 
Catholic  meetings  bad  been  urged  aa  v^ 
objection  to  their  claims.  Bid  oor  aacea-» 
tors,  then,  assert-  their  libertiea  in  a«ck 
cool  and  ten>perate  language  ?  Was  it  in 
human  nature  not  to  feel  some  de^ran  af 
w^Oftdi  when  tha  btppinaaaor  laiMry  of 
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•vrcoQNtrywMiitvtaike?  He  wa»  not  one 
•f  tkMe,  wli»,  oa  a  qwMtkm  Int ohritig  in  ftt 
ktue  tiie  fate  ef  tBtlHons,  could  dcdoend  to 
tfa«t  coM  oriiMMM  whicb  wofuld  asalyM 
^rery  vettthnom  and  «v«ig4i  every  pertod. 
Under  this  inrprasslon  he  sfaoAra  t<ole  for 
any  mcaiwe  that  bad  for  its  object  cbe  re- 
lief of  Ms  CathMk  coa»try«ie«. 

Mr. -Rytfer: 

Sir ;  i  harve  iMid  to  many  opforto- 
Afties  of  dellt«ring  aaiy  aeiiuaieiits  on  tlia 
fobjeolof  the  Roman  CadboUc  claims,  in 
Ibrmer  sevs^nt^  ikut  I  shaU  not  %re9ffum 
long  ii|ion  clue  patleffice  of  the  Howso :  bat 
as  one  of  tboso  who  ba««  nniibffiil\r  op- 
posed concession  to  those  CiaiMs,  I  am 
aniitfiotis'^at  the  grounds  of  tbatopposHion 
be  distinctly  understood,  and  freed  from 
those  misoonc^ptiOAs  wiiich  still  prerail 
rispeeting  them,  and  which  have  receired 
some  countenance  from  Hie  speech  of  any 
bonoorable  friend  (Mr.  Ward)  who  spoke 
last  bot  one. 

i  bsf^  tM¥tfr  eoHtesded^  that,  4)y  re- 
jecting tbe^  ctaiais  at  tiify  paiticahr  time, 
the  d^ieetosed  ligahist  the  ateiasion  of 
thieni  Ibr  e^ter.  On  the  contrary,  I  ha?f 
tralfsrmly  expvessed  mr  hope  and  nxpec- 
ffttton,  that  changes  nng^t  take  plaee  in 
the  siiaation  of  Biirope ;  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  might,  in  time,  emancipate 
themselres  from  that  foreign  spiritoal 
bondage  to  whk^  they  are  nnfbrtanately 
sdbjfected ;  and  from  all  the  consequences 
10  wMch  that  snbjectien  necessarily  leads; 
and  that  such  changes  might  make  those 
coufcessions  safe,  which  conid  not  now  be 
yielded  withont  danger ;  tnit  that  as  long 
as  the  Pope,  the  bewl  "of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic ehnrch,  exercised  the  destructiire 
power  wbtch  he^dOes  exercise,  as  of  right, 
over  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops,  the 
hlshops  oter  the  priesthood,  the  priesthood 
over  the  Roman  Ciftholic  population,  a 
|»ower,  not  confined,  as  has  been  erreiie- 
ottily  supposed,  to  mere  points  of  fa?th»  or 
kpititual  doctrine,  or  speculative  teneto, 
but  extettdhfig  oyer  the  most  important 
civil  and  social  concerns  of  life ;  amongst 
Others,  tberight^  of  marriage,  of  descent^ 
of  legitimacy,  ofrepresentation  to  personal 
property,  or  liability  to  debts,  as  resulting 
Koni  marriage.  As  long  as  laws  might  be 
n/iade,  upon  all  thetre  subjects,  and  many 
bther,  not  less  important,  connected  with 
them,  by  a  foreign  authority,  in  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  those  laws 
itolbl-ced  without  the  aid  of  any  temporal 
-process,  by  the  penalties  of  any  ezcom- 


municAtion,  a  punishment  afffiicting  ikot 
merelyihesphitual  weNhre,  but  the  tern* 
poral  rights  and  interests  of  all  those  who 
an^  exposed  to  it ;  ao  long  as  tbrs  state  of 
things  ^remains,  I  shall  remain,  reloctantfy, 
bnt  ontiUembly,  convinced,  that  the  con- 
celBions,chtimed  by  the  Roman  CathdHcs, 
cannot  bt  granted  Wiihooi  danger,  immi- 
nent and  immediate  ^n^er^  to  the  I^- 
testant  establishment  in  Ireland;  anidwtth 
danger,  though,  perhaps,  m6re  remote, 
not  less  certain,  to  the  Protestant  caca- 
blishment  of  this  part  of  the  empire. 

In  this  opinioh  I  am  supported  by  some 
of  the  most  zeatoQs  advocates  of  tne  R^- 
man  Catholic  daims;  by  the  right  holi. 
and  teamed  gentleman  (Mr.  Ploiiket),  ami 
by  an  hoh.  baronet  (sir  John  Hippi^yt ; 
both  of  whom  hsrre  distinctly  admitted  the 
danger  of  foreign  inflQence,'and  ^be  noees- 
sity  of  guarding  against  it. 

A  similar  admission  I  mdersmnd  ^o 
hsre  been  made  by  my  right  hon.  fSrieml 
(Mr.  Pole,)  who,  "in  the  comrseof  his  speech,' 
has  appeared  to  call  upon  me  to  bear  wit- 
ness, that  the  opiritons,  then  delirered  by 
him,  were  corisistent  wiih  those,  wfaicfa  be 
was  known  \o  Itave  entertarned  while  be 
was  in  ofRce.  I  may  not  understand  the 
appn^l  made  to  me  courtly;  but  if  I 
So,  I  most  assure  my  right  hon.  friend, 
that  I  am  not  aware  of  any  commcmite- 
tion,  at  any  time,  from  him,  whicfh  wouhl 
have  led  me  to  form  arty  other  conclusion, 
with  respect  to  the  opinions  of  ray  right 
hon.  friend,  than  one  directly  opposite^  to 
that  of  his  speech  this  nifi^it :  namely,  to 
this  condusion,  that  the  Roman  QathoHc 
daims  could  not  be  conceded  wfth  safety^ 
because  they  would  grant  no  effectual  se- 
curities. Indeed,  I  am*  so. strongly  im* 
pressed  with  this  opinion,  that  when  my' 
right  hon.  iViend  rose,  I  expected  him  tb 
hare  taken  an  oppoiite  course  of  argument 
from  that  which  he  b^  adopted.  It  is 
true,  my  right  hon.  friend  voted  for  the 
Resolution  at  the  end  of  the  hst  session ; 
but  what  were  the  grounds  upon  which 
that  Resolution  was  supported  ? 

It  was  urged,  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
Protfestants,  both  here  and  in  Ireland,  were 
changed,  and  this  argument  appeared,  at 
that  time,  to  derive  some  countenance 
horn  the  absence  of  petitions  from  any 
considerable  numbers  of  the  Protestant 
body.  It  has,  however,  since  been  proved,^ 
that  the  silence  of  the  country  was  owing,* 
as  r  have  always  contended,  not  to  indif- 
ference nor  apathy  to  this  sreat  question, 
involving,  as  they  believe,  the  dearest  in* 
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teretts  of  their  own  religion,  but  to  a 
laudable  reluctance,  not  unneceisarily  to 
agitate  the  public  mind  upon  questions,  of 
all  others,  the  most  likely  to  excite  the 
worst  species  of  contest — animosity;  but 
to  confidence  that  their  representatives, 
entertaining  the  same  opinion  with  them- 
selves,  would  give  no  encouraffement  to 
claims,  which  could  not  be  safely  con* 
ceded ;  and  that  confidence  has  been  con- 
firmed, year  afier  year,  by  the  uniform 
conduct  of  parliament,  till  the  close  of  the 
last  session. 

Since  that  period,  however,  the  table  of 
the  House  bas  been  loaded  with  petitions 
against  those  claims.  It  is  said^  indeed, 
that  many  of  them  have  been  obtained  by 
misrepresentation  and  artifice ;  that  some 
of  them  are  violent  in  their  language,  and 
4onot  merit  the  attention  of  the  House. 

I  admit.  Sir,  that  implicit  faith  is  nil  al* 
ways  to  be  given  to  petitions ;  t^at  they 
are  sometimes  obtained  by  undue  means': 
that  they  do  not  always  speak  the  real 
«ober  sense  of  those  bodies,  whose  sent!- 
nents  they  profess  to  represent.  I  know, 
however,  nothing  of  these  facts  which 
have  been  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the 
debate.  It  is  very  possible,  that  in  this^ 
as  in  all  other  cases,  where  great  interests 
are  at  stake,  excess  of  zeal  may,  in  some 
instances,  have  outstepped  the  bounds  of 
prudence  and  moderation  on  both  sides 
of  t^e  question.  I  will  not  stop  to  enquire, 
because,  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  it  is 
immaterial  whether  this  or  that  petition, 
out  of  the  immense  numbers  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  House,  against 
granting  the  Roman  Catholic  claims,  may 
not  have  been  penned  with  more  caution, 
on  the  one  hand,  or  what  arts  have  been 
osed,  what  influence  exerted,  to  impede 
the  progress  of  these  petitions  on  the  other. 
Making  all  reasonable  allowance  for  the 
operation  of  such  causes,  it  is  enough  for 
the  House  to  perceive  that  these  petitions, 
upon  the  whole,  breathe  a  spirit  of  toleration 
highly  honourable  to  the  character  of  the 
country,  and  well  worthy  that  religion 
which  it  ia  their  object  to  uphold ;  and 
that  the  only  practical  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  them  is,  what  I  believe  will 
not  be  denied,  that  the  general  sense  of 
this  part  of  the  empire,  and  a  large  majo- 
rity  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  are  de- 
cidedly hostile  to  the  measure  of  further 
concession. 

It  is  said,  that  the  petitions  come  prin- 
cipally  from  the  clergy  ;  and  therefore  it 
has  been  argued,   they  are  to  be  laid 


out  of  the  ease,  as  interested  or  improper. 
Sir,  it  is  the  first  time,  in  the  histbry  of 
this  country,  in  which  the  interference  of 
the  clergy,  upon  a  question,  in  their  q^i- 
nion,  deeply  affiscting  the  interests  of  their 
religion,  has  been  characterised  either  as 
the  one  or  the  other.  If,  indeed,  they 
have  been  actuated  by  unworthy  motives, 
if  they  have  professed  sentimenu  they  do 
not  hold,  or  if  they  have  expressed  those 
sentiments  in  intemperate  and  violent  lan« 
goage,  the  reproof  may  b^merited  and  well 
timed ;  but  when  the  charge  rests  only  on 
general  assertion,  or  declamation,  then,  by 
what  new  code  of  revolutionary  law,  is  it 
to  be  argued,  that  a  minister  of  the  estab- 
lished church  is  to  be  censured,  not  nsere- 
ly  for  the  exercise  of  a  right  he  enjoys,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  his  fellow  sub- 
jects, but  for  the  discharge  of  a  sacred 
duty,  to  guard, by  bis  advice,  his  influence, 
and  his  example,  against  any  innovation 
on  the  fundamental  laws  of  his  county, 
which  he  deems  to  be  dangerous  to  that 
religion,  whose  interest  be  is  bound  to  pro- 
tect, by  ties,  from  which  no  human  juris- 
diction can  absolve  him.  To  censure  that 
proceeding,  not  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  right  has  been  exercised,  but  because 
it  has  been  exercised  at  all,  savours  not  a 
little  of  that  spirit  of  intolerance  and  bi- 
gotry which  has  been  at  various  times,  too 
justly  imputed  to  the  professors  of  that  re- 
ligion whom  it  is  sought  to  admit  to  a  share 
of  political  power,  hitherto  deemed  in- 
consistent with  the  laws  and  the  coaslito* 
tion. 

How  far.  Sir,  the  conduct  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  Ireland  has  contributed  to 
produce  this  expression  of  the  public  opi-^ 
nion,  to  increase  the  jealousies  and  fears 
of  every  class  and  description  of  the  Pro- 
testant community,  I  will  not  now  enquire, 
because  I  am  unwilling  to  enter  into  any 
discussion,  or  even  to  utter  an  expression, 
that  can  hurt  the  feelings  of  a  large  and 
respectable  part  of  our  fellow  subjects* 
whose  general  loyalty  and  good  intenliont 
I  do  not  doubt,  whatever  I  may  think  of 
the  motives,  the  intentions,  and  the  ob- 
jects of  those  who,  I  regret  in  conunon 
with  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Plunket),  have  unfortunately  gained 
such  an  ascendancy  amongst  them,  and 
even  amongst  those  who,  from  their  cha- 
racter and  their  rank,  have  heretofore  been 
considered  their  natural  and  acknowledged 
leaders. 

But  with  a  view  to  the  practical  quea- 
tion,  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  geoUe- 
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man  (Mr.  G rattan)— -what  b^e  can  I,  or 
any  man,  entertain,  from  what  is  known 
of  th«  avowed  sentiments  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  body,  that  they  will  consent  to 
grant  any  effectual  securities  ?  When  my 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning)  proposed 
the  resolution  which  passed  in  the  last  ses- 
sion, it  was  hoped  that  the  disposition  to 
concede,  which  that  resolution  indicated, 
would  produce  a  reciprocal  spirit  of  con- 
cession on  the  part  of  the  Roman  Catbo* 
lies.  Has  it  produced  that  effect?  Or 
has  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  been  followed 
by  the  most  positive  and  peremptory  de- 
clarations, both  of  'the  Roman  Catholic 
prelacy  and  laitv,  against  the  grant  of  any 
addiiional  securities?  I  refer  to  the  Reso- 
lution of  the  Roman  Catholic  body,  in 
Dublin,  of  the  5th  of  November,  and  to 
that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  the 
Idth  of  the  same  month,  which  were  read 
by  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bankes)  on  a  pre- 
ceding evening;  and  all  the  recent  publi- 
cations of  the  Roman  Catholics,  which 
have  met  the  public  eye»  avow  the  same 
determination. 

Why,  then,  if  these  cannot  be  dented  to 
be  the  authorized  and  authentic- declara- 
rations  of  the  Roman  Catholic  body — if 
they  will  grartt  you  no  securities  to  supply 
the  place  of  those,  which  you  must  repeal, 
what  hope  is  there  of  answering  any  bene- 
ficial object,  by  acceding  to  the  motion  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  ?  On  former  oc- 
casionsy  the  right  hon.  gentleman  thought 
it  right  to  recommend  his  motion  to  the 
adoption  of  the  House,  by  informing  them, 
not  only  of  the  general  outline  of  his  plan, 
bat  of  some,  if  not  of  all,  the  securities, 
which  he  hoped,  at  the  time,  the  Roman 
Catholics  might  be  prevailed  upon  to 
grant  On  that  principle  he,  one  year, 
suggested  the  Veto.  Another  year,  on 
finding  that  the  Roman  Catholics  would 
not  hear  of  the  Veto,  he  suggested  a  species 
of  domestic  nomination  as  a  substitute. 
The  Roman  Catholics  were  equally  firm  in 
resisting  every  species  of  domestic  nomi- 
nation* And  now,  defeated  in  his  hopes 
of  proposing  any  measui^es  which  can,  by 
potoibility,  be  deemed  an  adequate  secu- 
rity, by  those  who  think  any  security 
necessary,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  de- 
sists from  any  similar  suggestions,  but 
contents  himself  with  moving,  as  before, 
lor  a  committee ;— contending,  that  there 
is,  in  his  opinion,  no  danger,  and,  conse- 
quently, no  need  of  any  securities  at  all. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  is,  however, 
almost  single  in  that  opinion*    The  ne- 


cessity  of  securities  basbeen  generally  ad- 
mitted and  contended  for,  even  by  those 
most  anxious  to  support  the  motion  ;  and 
yet  only  two  have  been  specified — the 
Veto,  by  the  hon.  baronet  (sir  John  Hip- 
pisley)  and  the  Domestic  Nomination,  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Plunket); 
and  the  attainment  of  either  is  acknow<« 
ledged  to  be  impracticable,  even  by  the 
right  hon.  mover  himself. 

Why,  then.  Sir,is  it  note  novel  proceed- 
ing for  the  House  to  consent  to  go  into  a 
committee,  and  upon  a  question  of  such  im- 
portance, when  almost  every  individual  in 
the  House  contends  that  securities  must  he 
found ;  and  no  one  individual  has  sug- 
gested any  one  security,  which  there  is 
the  slightest  chance  of  obtaining,  when 
the  Roman  Catholic  body  considers  the  de- 
mand for  seciirities  as  an  insult  to  their  al- 
legiance ?  But  it  is  said,  that  the  House 
will  give  offence  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
body,  by  refusing  to  take  -their  claims 
into  consideration.  Yesj  but  what  are  we 
doing  at  this  moment  ?  Is  not  the  House 
employed  in  considering  their  claims  ^ 
What  have  we  been  doing  for  years  past ; 
Is  there  a  single  question  in  the  whole 
range  of  the  foreign  or  domestic  policy  of 
the  country,  which  has  occupied  so  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  session  after  session, 
as  the  consideration  of  the  claims  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  ?  Have  they  not  been 
discussed  year  after  year — somelimesmore 
thaii  once  in  the  same  session— in  debated 
protracted  for  nights  together,  and  with  a 
gravity  proportionate  to  the  importance  of 
the  subject?  There  is,  therefore,  no 
ground  for  contending,  that  you  close  the 
door  against  the  consideration  of  the  claims 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  because  you  re.« 
fuse  to  go  into  a  committee  upon  those 
claims. 

As  little  ground  is  there  for  the  iargu- 
ment,  that,  by  going  into  a  committee,  the 
question  will  be  set  at  rest.  Suppose, 
what  indeed  can  hardly  admit  of  doubt^ 
that  the  labours  of  the  committee  will  end, 
either  in  no  plan  at  all,  or  in  fixing  on 
such  securities  as  the  Roman  Catholics 
will  not  grant?  Is  the  question  at  rest? 
What  is  there  in  the  resolutions  of  a  com- 
mittee, though  adopted  by  the  House,  to 
prevent  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  or  any 
other  member,  from  moving  for  another 
committee  to  reconsider  and  revise  the 
proceedings  of  the  former?  We  know  by 
experience,  that,  though  the  House  has 
divided,  by  large  majorities,  against  the 
appointment  of  a  COmmitWe^  the  right 
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hon.  gentlemfto  has  not  been  deterred 
from  submitting  to  the  Home  the  same 
proposition  in  the  ensuing  session.  The 
question  cannot  be  set  at  rest  while,  the 
Roman  Catholic  pays  unlimited  obedience 
to  a  foreign,  Bnal,  ecclesiastical,  jurisdic- 
tion, paramount  to  the  lawful  go? emment 
of  his  country.     It  is  in  vain  to  expect  it. 

But  if  the  committee  can  do  no  good, 
can  it  do  no  mischief?  Is  it  a  matter  of 
.indifference?  Let  the  House  remember 
the  efi(;ct  of  the  resolution  of  the  last  ses* 
si  on.  Will  any  man  deny  that  a  general 
alarm  has  been  excited  by  it,  not  merely 
amongst  the  lower  and  more  uninformed 
classes,  but  amongst  the  higher  orders  of 
the  state,  who  are  more  removed  from  the 
influence  of  prejudice  or  passion  ?  Let 
them  take  warning  by  that  example.  Let 
them  not  add  to  that  alarm  by  proceeding 
in  the  same  course,  under  circumstances 
which  preclude  all  hopes  of  obtaining  any 
beneficial  object.  Let  them  not  disre- 
gard the  voice  of  the  country,  so  unequi- 
Tocally  expressed,  or  give  their  consti* 
tuents  cause  to  regret  their  choice.  Let 
them  not  shew  their  gratitude,  by  a  divi* 
•ion  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  the  hopes 
of  the  people,  and  one  which  runs  the 
risk  of  rekindling  those  religious  animosi* 
ties,  and  of  reviving  those  contending  in* 
terests,  between  Protestant  and  Papist, 
which,  wherever  they  exist,  are  most  fatal 
-to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  a 
i;ountry. 

Let  them  rather  follow  the  example  of 
that  great  man,  whose  words  I  am  now 
quoting,  and  whose  authority  has  been 
most  incorrectly  referred  to,  more  than 
once  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  particu- 
larly b^  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Ward),  as 
•auctioning  the  motion  of  the  riffbt  hon. 
gentleman.  It  is  well  known  that  Mr. 
Pitt  was  friendly  to  the  claims  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  though  he  refused  to 
agitate  the  question.  But  when  he  resisted 
as  he  did.  a  similar  motion  to  that  now  be- 
fore the  House ;  did  he  rest  his  op^sltion 
^lely,  as  has  been  stated,  upon  the  con- 
scientious scruples  of  his  sovereign?  All 
those  who  know  any  thing  of  Mr,  Pitt, 
must  know,  that  this  ground  of  objection, 
bad  it  stood  alone,  would  have  been  with 
bim,  conclusive,  under  the  circumstances 
of  that  period.  But  he  did  not  rest  bis 
objection  on  this  ground  only*  He  laid 
equal  stress  upon  the  general  opinion  of 
the  country.  He  told  the  House,  that  he 
.looked  at  the  measure  as  a  measure  of 
peace,  of  union,  and  conciliation ;   u  a 


measure,  whicif,  be  hoped,  might  have  th« 
eifect  of  softening  down  religious  dif* 
ferencei,  extinguishing  all  animosities, 
and  uniting  of  men,  of  both  religions,  in 
one  common  zeal  for  the  preservation  of 
the  constitution.  But  that,  desirous  as  he 
was  of  pressing  it,  he  never  would  have 
proposed  it,  unless  he  bad  a  rational  pros- 
pect of  its  being  carried,  witb  that  ge* 
neral  concurrence,  which  would  have  ena- 
bled parliament  to  gratify  one  party, 
without  awakening  the  fears,  or  exciting 
the  jealousies  of  the  other ;  because,  as  be 
truly  stated,  if  brought  forward  under 
other  circumstances,  it  would  only  tend  to 
revive  the  animosities  which  he  wished  to 
extinguish,  and  aggravate  the  difficulties 
which  he  was  desirous  to  remove.  He 
added,  that,  looking  at  the  opinions  of 
the  times,  the  situation  of  the  public  mind, 
and  the  sentiments  of  all  descriptions  and 
classes,  he  should  act  inconsistently  with 
his  duty,  and  even  upon  those  grounds 
upon  wbich  he  had  originally  thought  the 
measure  should  be  brought  forward,  if  be 
did  not  negative  a  similar  motion  to  that 
now  moved  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Such  were  the  sentiments  and  such  was 
the  language  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1805;  and 
yet,  in  ]  805,  when  he  delivered  and  acted 
upon  that  opinion,  the  table  of  the  House 
had  not  been  loaded,  as  it  has  recently 
been,  with  the  petitions  of  tbe  Protestants, 
on  the  one  hand,  nor  had  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics refused  to  grant  any  securities  on 
the  other. 

Sir;  in  the  firm  conviction  that  the 
objects  in  view  are  now  unattainable,  I 
cannot  consent  to  go  into  a  committee, 
and  thereby  open  a  door  to  all  the  mis- 
chiefii  arising  from  religious  animosities, 
the  extent  of  which  no  man  can  calculate 
or  foresee.  I  cannot  consent  to  it,  because 
I  am  persuaded,  the  consequence  would 
be,  to  excite  the  hopes  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, in  the  same  proportion  with  the 
jealousies  and  the  fears  of  the  Protestants ; 
instead  of  gratifying  both,  to  indispose 
the  one  and  not  satisfy  the  other ;.  and  to 
add,  at  this  moment  of  exigency,  to  the 
greatest  of  all  evils,  which  can  befal  a  na* 
tion,  disunion  amongst  ourselves* 

Mr.  Welksley  PoUt  in  explanation,  aaid*^ 
Sir,  my  right  hon.  friend  has  rais-sts^ed 

i certainly  not  intentionally)  what  I  aaid* 
did  not  say  that  there  was  a  Memo- 
randum among  my  right  hon*  friend'a  of- 
ficial papers,  declaring  that  I  was  of  opi^ 
nion  that  all  privileges  demanded  by  the 
Catholics  cotild.  be  granted^  with  perfect 
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Becority^  to  the  Protestant  establwbinent 
i  am  in  the  recollection  of  the  House 
whether  I  stated  any  sach  thing ;  what  I 
did  say  was,  and  I  now  repeat  it-*that  I 
liad,  a  yery  considerable  time  ago,  in 
1811,  transmitted  a  Memorandum  to  my 
right  hon.  friend,  iii  which- 1  gave  my  opi- 
nion that  the  Catholic  qoestion  coo  Id  not 
remain  as  it  was — that  I  pressed  the  ca- 
binet to  take  the  subject  into  their  most 
serious  consideration,  and  to  form  upon^it, 
mn  arrangement,  which  should  be  final. 
I  did  not  presume  to  dictate  what  that  ar- 
rangement Should  be,  but  I  expressed  a 
decided  opinion  that  an  arrangement  must 
Jbe  made,  and  I  detailed  the*  reasons  which 
Induced  me  to  think  so.  It  was.  of  course 
for  my  right  hon.  friend  to  take  such  steps 
upon  the  memorandum  as  he  thought  fit, 
but  I  am  certain,  if  he  examines  his 
papers  he  will  find  it,  and  1  am  surprised 
that  he  has  forgotten  it. 
-  Mr.  Byder  said  he  bad  not  seen  the  me- 
morandum alluded  to. 

Mr.  Charles  Maiush  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  had  talked 
much  of  the  alarm  he  felt  lest  the  laws  es* 
tablished  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
•hould  interfere  with  those  of  government; 
but  if  due  enquiry  had  been  made,  it 
would  be  found  that  they  had  rather  a 
concurrent  than  an  opponent  jurisdiction. 
The  fears  expressed  lest  the  Pope  should 
recover  his  power  were  equally  futile: 
for  what  authority  could  that  man  exert 
over  others*  who  could  not  command 
himself?  A  right  bon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Peel)  ba&  indulged  in  remarks  unjusti- 
fiably severe  upon  the  conduct  of  a  right 
reverend  prelate  who  bad  distinguished 
himself  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  cause :  a 
man,  the  simplicity  of  whose  manners, 
the  integrity  of  whose  heart,  and  the 
sagacity  of  whose  understanding,  were 
almost  proverbial :  a  man,  venerable  from 
his  age,  estimable  for  his  virtues,  ad- 
mirable for  his  learning,  and  who  had 
ever  distinguished  himself  as  a  friend  to 
cfVil  and  religious  liberty.  Surely,  be- 
cause this  distinguished,  learned,  and  re- 
vered personage  had  not  refused  to  accept 
an  invitation  to  dine  with  individuals  to 
whose  opinions  he  was  favourable,  he  was 
not  to  be  stigmatized  as  one  who  counte- 
nanced the  drunken  orgies  of  a  riotous 
mob ;  nor  because  he  coincided  in  senti- 
ment, was  it  to  be  said  that  he  had  de- 
cended  from  the  elevated  dignity  that  a 
prelate  of  the  church  of  England  ought  to 
maintain.    The   last  speaker  had  asked 


what  object  could  be  attained  ?  The  Ci»m- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  was  only  a  pre- 
liminary step,  and  it  would  be  no  incon* 
siderable  point  gained,  if  the  question 
which,  according  to  bis  accoOnt,  had  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  parliiiment,  session 
after  session,  were  at  last  decided.  A 
select  committee  would  of  course  after- 
wards be  named  to  examine  into  the  de* 
tails  of  the  securities  that  ought  to  be  re* 
quired.  The  opinions  he  entertained  upon 
this  question  were  not  taken  up  lightly  or 
precipitately,  but  were  the  deliberate, con- 
viction of  his  judgment,  after  weighing  all 
the  arguments^  uninfluenced  by  the  peti- 
tions, with  which  the  table  had  been  on 
both  sides  crowded.  The  Petitions  of  the 
Protestants  were  of  course  entitled  to 
weight;  but  if  it  were  true  that  undue 
means  had  been  employed  to  procure 
them— if  publications  of  an  inflammatory 
nature  had  been  industriously  circulated, 
that  weight  would  certainly  be  considera* 
biy  diminished.  He  would  not  have  at- 
tempted to  revive  religious  animosities, 
over  which  the  veil  of  oblivion  had  been 
gradually  drawn'^by  the  hand  of  time.  Of 
all  persona,  the  present  ministers  were 
those  who  had  most  vehemently  opposed 
popular  opinion  :  they  had  declared,  and 
wisely,  that  popular  clamour  should  not 
influence  their  actions,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  present  would  be  an  instance  of  the 
sincerity  of  such  professions. 

Mr.  Feci  observed,  in  explanation,  that 
he  by  no  means  intended  any  disrespect 
to  the  right  reverend  prelate  (bishop  of 
Norwich),  he  merely  expressed  his  regret 
at  the  union  of  his  name  with  that  of  a 
person  whose  society  could  reflect  no  ho« 
nour  upon  him* 

Mr.  Whitbread rose  and  said: 

I  am  anxious.  Sir,  once  more  to  express 
to  the  House  my  sentiments  upon  this  mo- 
mentous question :  but  I  shall  do  so  the 
more  briefly,  because  the  side  of  the  ques- 
tion which  I  espouse  has  been  already  so 
ably  supported  by  gentlemen  whose  argu- 
ments up  to  the  present  moment  remain 
untouched.  Glad  I  am.  Sir,  that  the  hon.* 
gent,  over  the  way  (Mr.  Marsh),  pro- 
voked by  unfounded  insinuations  and  by 
daring  assertions,  felt  himself  called  upon 
in  the  warmth  of  his  resentment,  to  vindi- 
cate that  distinguished  and  immaculate 
prelate,. the  bishop  of  Norwich,  who  had 
previously  received  a  meed  of  praise 
(well  bestowed  on  this»  but  little  approved- 
by  the  other  side  of  the  House)>  in   a 
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speech  delifered  by  a  right  hon.  member, 
of  whose  approbation  the  most  exalted 
might,  indeed,  be  prood.  This  applause, 
doubtless,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Peel)  felt  to  be  bat  little  merited,  and 
in  the  eulogium  which  he  passed  upon 
the  talents  of  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Plunket),  he  thought  proper 
So  compliment  the  one  at  the  expence  of 
she  sincerity  of  the  other.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  confessed  that  the  address  deli* 
Tered  the  ofher  night  by  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  was  eloquent,  argu- 
mentati?e,  and  sincere ;  but,  added  he,  if 
he  bad  courted  the  sorry  pre-eminence 
conferred  upon  another,  he  might  haTe 
acted  differently,  and  he  ^ould  have  been 
waited  upon  with  addresses  from  deputa- 
tions, accompanied  by  shouts  and  accla- 
mations, and  have  received  the  same  ho- 
nours that  were  paid  to  the  bishop  of  Nor- 
wich. Now,  if  the  sentiments  were  sin- 
cere for  which  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
friend  did  dot  receive  this  applause,  it 
must  be  inferred  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman  means  to  assert  that  the  reverend 
prelate  was  not  sincere,  whose  conduct 
was  marked  by  the  approbatioaso  severely 
censured.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  has 
been  pleased  to  explain  himself  to  the 
House,— without  such  explanation,  the  in- 
ference was  undeniable^  and  must  have 
been  universally  drawn. 

The  speech  of  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend — a  speech,  the  excellence 
of  which,  with  painful  regret,  calls  to 
my  recollection  the  golden  days  when 
this  House  contained  within  its.  walls  a 
Burke,  a  Pitt,  a  Fox,  a  Sheridan,  and  a 
Windham—- has  left  me  little  indeed  to 
add  to  the  unanswerable  arguments  which 
it  cohtained.  I  feel  it  necessary,  how- 
ever, to  say  a  few  words  for  the  purpose 
of  shewing  that  I  am  -consistent  in  the 
TOte  which  I  mean  to  give,  because,  ac- 
cording to  an  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
from  the  floor  (Mr.  Bankes),  it  is  impos- 
sible that  I  should  be  so.  He  main- 
tains that,  notwithstanding  his  vote  this 
night  will  be  directly  adverse  to  that 
which  he  gave  in  the  last  session,  his  con- 
duct will  nevertheless  be  consistent.  To 
me.  Sir,  this  declaration  appeared  para- 
doxical, nor  did  the  hon.  gentleman  satis- 
factorily explain  it  in  the  extraordinary 
arguments  he  employed.  If  aye  and  no 
to  the  same  question  from  the  mouth  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  imply  no  contradic- 
tion, qytf  and  aye  from  my  mouth  must 
flatly  contradict  each  other.    If  the  bon. 


gentleman  be  consistent  in  voting  against 
himself,  it  follows  that  1  munt  be  incoo* 
sistent  in  voting  with  myself.    But  let  as 
see.  Sir,  what  the  ben.  gentleman's  rea^ 
sons  are  ^or  his  sinsular  change.     He  in- 
sists that  the  Catholics,  since  the  declsioa 
of  last  year,  have  come  to  certain  pre- 
posterous and  violent   resolutions.     Lait 
session  he  supported  the  resolution,  merely 
as  an  experiment.     He  thought  that  it 
would  have  the  efiect  of  tranquillixing  and 
conciliating  the  Catholics.     But  in  this  ex- 
pectation he  was  disappointed.    Accord- 
ing  to  the  ban.  gentleman,  the  most  des- 
perate   proceedings    have    taken  placa* 
There  have  been  meetings,  conventioiis^ 
delegates,  and  aggregate   bodies,  wliick 
have  passed  the  most  outrageous  Totei. 
I  should  like,  Sir,  to  know  whether  aH 
these  delegates,  meetings,  and  aggregate 
bodies  did  not  in  fact  exist,  and  bad  not 
corns  to  these  very  resolutions  long  before 
tlie    hon.    gentleman    gave    hia    former 
vote.   Then,  however,  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  all  readiness  to  concede.     He  only 
wanted  securities,  and  every  thing  would 
be  arranged.    Now,  a  few  violent  men 
frighten   him  out  of  his  senses,  and  be 
turns  about  and  runs  away  from  the  vote 
which  be  originally  gave.  (Hear,  hear  !)— 
Much  to  his  credit,  the  hon.  gentleman 
is  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  men  who  call 
themselves  rational,  moderate,  economical 
reformists,— persons  who  wish  to  do  aH 
things,  in  order  and  by  degrees.    The  hen. 
gent,  sees,  out  of  the  House,  men  votings 
what  he  terms,  absurd,  violent,,  and  pre- 
posterous resolutions  on   the   subject  of 
public  reform  and  economy,  telling  htm 
that  they  are  not   satisfied    with  these 
puling  half-measures  that  effect  nothing  ; 
and  that  they  will  not  listen  for  an  in- 
stant to  his  indecisive  policy.     In  this  caae» 
Sir,  how  dees  the  hon.  gentleman   pro- 
ceed ?    Does  he  immediately  dismiss  his 
Finance  Committee  ?  Does  he  shot  op  kia 
books  and  walk  home,  and  say  that  lie 
will  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  them  i 
No  such  thing.  Sir.    The  hon.  gentleman 
goes  on,  and  persists  in  what  he  conceives 
to  be  his  line  of  duty.    He  proceeds  in 
bis  regular,  though  slow,  siege  of  pnbtic 
corruption  and  abuse,  completely  regard* 
less  of  the  noisy  shouts  of  discontent  that 
assail  him  without  doors,  and  d^terminc^ 
eventually  to  accomplish  his  purpose,     i 
do  not  assert  that  the  hon.  gent,  is  not  sin- 
cere: hiscourage  and  perseverance  are  to  be 
attributed  to  his  sincerity :  he  defies  all  the 
clamorooa  ^drtsses^  voles  and  reaolatione 
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of  oiMiithorised  intemperate  men,  and  pro- 
ceeds with  his  plan.  Why  not  adopt  such 
conduct  towards  the  Catholics  ?  I  deny, Sir, 
that  they  ha? e  manifested  that  outrage  and 
violence  which  have  been  attribuled  to 
them  since  the  ?otc  given  by  the  hou. 
gentleman  last  year:  but  if  they  have 
committed  acts  of  violence,  have  they  not 
been  goaded  to  them  by  a  sense  of  their 
wroBgs  ?  And  is  the  hon.  gentleman  quite 
sure  that  these  violent  resolutions,  as  he 
calls  them,  did  really  proceed  from  the 
friends  of  the  Catholics  ?  Is  he  quite  sure 
that  they  do  not  owe  their  origin  to  those 
who  now  possess  influence,  who  are  now 
considered  inagn0<et,---whoBe  power  would 
be  diminished,  if  this  measure  were  adopt- 
ed,— whose  interest  it  is  to  defeat  the 
object  which  all  good  Catholics  and  well- 
jndgmg  Protestants  too  are  anxious  to  see 
accomplished  ? 

I  am  not  surprized.  Sir,  at  the  great  im- 
portance which  is  endeavoured  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  petitions  which  have  been 
laid  onyonr  table  against  the  daims  of 
the  Catholics.  With  me  they  do  not  carry 
that  weight  which  from  the  numerous  sig- 
natures, I  should  be  inclined,  on  almost 
any  other  occasion,  to  attach  to  them.  I 
know.  Sir,  and  the  country  knows  also, 
the  artful  misrepresentations  that  have^ 
been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining them.  I  am  aware  of  the  inflam- 
matory publications  that  have  been  in- 
dustriously circulated :  1  have  heard,  and 
heard  of  u^ammatory  discourses  and  al- 
most threats  that  have  been  uttered  from 
the  pulpit.  I  have  seen  the  Charges  that 
bave  been  written  by  right  reverend  pre- 
lates, and  written^  I  must  say,  apparently 
in  total  ignorance  of  ^e  subject  Such 
papers.  Sir,  have  been  spread  abroad  by 
persons  calling  themselves  the  «<  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  Christiani  Know- 
ledge;'' and  the  people  have  been  in- 
duced, by  every  artince,  and  in  some 
|>laces  even  forced,  to  sign  such  peti- 
tions. The  truth,  I  believe,  in  my  con- 
science, is,  that  instead  of  the  Protest- 
ants being  more  adverse  than  formerly, 
they  are  now  by  many  degrees  more  fa- 
vourable to  the  concession  of  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics.  The  son  of  a  right  re- 
Terend  prelate  (Mr.  Toraline)  who,  from 
peculiar  circumstances,  may  be  supposed  to 
speak  from  some  infermation,  has  endea- 
voured to  deprive  us  of  the  authority  of 
Mr,  Pitt  in  favour  of  the  concession,  and 
this  attempt  has  been  preceded  by  one 
not  more  successful  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 


gentleman's  father  (the  bishop  of  Lincoln 
himself)  who,  in  a  Charge  to  the  clergy  of 
hisdiocese,  has  struggled  hard  toshew  that 
the  opinions  of  Mr.  Fox  on  the  subject  of 
concession  to  the  Catholics  have  been  al» 
ways  misapprehended.  This  laodable  de- 
sign was  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  a 
garbled  quotation  from  a  note  in  a  postha* 
mous  work  of  my  ever-lamented  friend.  ^ 
This  charge  was  addressed  to  men  who 
could  never  have  attended  the  debates  ia 
this  Houae^who  had  never  heard  Mr.  Fox 
pronounce  his  eternal  and  immutable  opi- 
nions upon  this  question.  If  such  an  at* 
tempt  had  been  made  here>  we  should 
have  treated  it  with  merited  detestation; 
but  it  appears  to  have  been  intended  for 
men  ignorant  of  any  opinions  but  those 
which  were  dictated  to  them. 

But  never,  Sir,  wm  there  a  more  unsue- 
cessful  attempt  than  that  to  deprive  the 
Catholics  of  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
authority.  When  the  right  reverend  pre- 
late urged  as  a  reason  for  doubtmg  his 
favourable  intentions  towards  them,  that 
he  had  never  confided  any  plan  to  my 
lord  Eld  on ;  he  might  as  well  have  said, 
that  he  was  also  insincere  in  the  opi- 
nions he  delivered  in  this  House  against 
the  Slave  Trade,  because  he  never  com* 
municated  any  specific  plan  for  its  aboli- 
tion. And  yet,  Sir,  if  any  man  were  to 
ask  me  if  I  considered  him  insincere  oa 
that  account,  I  should  at  once  say  it  was 
impossible  for  those  who  bad  felt  the 
effects  produced  by  his  eloquence,  te 
doubt  his  sincerity.  I  would  also  say^ 
that  it  was  equally  impossible  for  any 
person  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  opi- 
nions in  favour  of  the  Catholics,  who 
ever  heard  him  speak  in  thb  Housd  oa 
the  subject,  and  when  they  coupled  with  / 
his  opinions  so  delivered,  the  paper  cir- 
culated by  my  lord  Cornwallis  at  the  close 
of  his  administration.  I  must  maintain, 
therefore,  that  we  have  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Pitt.  We  have  also  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Windham,  and 
of  one  whom  Ireland  owns  as  one  of  the 
most  illustrious  of  her  sons,  and  whom 
I  hope  we  shall  soon  see  again  in  this 
House,  Mr*  Sheridan,  a  name  of  which 
his  native  land  must  always  be  proud. 

Like  weeds  in  a  rank  soil,  which  are  no 
sooner  cut  down  than  they  spring  up 
again,  the  arguments  brought  forward 
against  the  claims  of , the  Catholics  are  no 
sooner  refuted,  than  they  are  urged  again, 
with  increased  pertinacity.  So  it  was.  Sir, 
in  the  question  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
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Trade,  uDti).  after  a  straggle  of  twenty 
years,  the  blessed  day  arriyed  when  oor 
opponents  were  at  last  driven  out  of  the 
field,  and  that  great  measure  was  accom* 
plished. 

One  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Ryder)   declared  himself   not  averse  to 
concession  to  the  Catholics  at  some  period 
or  other,  bat  disapproves  of  going  into  a 
committee  at  present*    This,  be  contends, 
coold  not  be  construed  by  the  Catho- 
lics into  a  refusal  to  take  their  claims  into 
consideration.     What,  said  the  right  hon. 
ffentleman,  have  you  not  been  gravely 
deliberating  on  this  subject  of  their  claims 
^  for  these  eight  or  ten  years  past,  and  if 
this  committee  should  be  refused,  is  not 
any  member  of  the  House  at  liberty  to 
bring  forward  another  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject to-morrow  ?    But  does  he  think  that 
the  speech  of  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Grattan),  regularly  made  every  session, 
with   an   abortive  attempt  as   regularly 
made  to  answer  it  in  the  grave  and  so- 
lemn manner  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman— does  he  think  that  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  Ireland  ? 
Does  he  think  that  Ireland  will  go  on  009* 
tented ly  if  nothing  more  definite  is  re- 
aolved  on  in  her  favoar  ?    A  right  hon. 
gentleman  whom  I  have  always  believed 
to  be  most  sincere  in  the  opinions  he  de- 
livers in  this  House  (Mr*  Yorke)  has  told 
us,  that  the  Catholics  of  the  present  day 
continue  to  be  imbued  vrith  all  the  old 
prejudices  of  that  sect.     The  bishop  of 
Lincoln,    in  his  episcopal    Charge,  has 
thought  proper  to  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim 
to  his  clergy,  not  only  to  discourage  the 
growth  of  Popery  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power,  but  also  to  take  every  opportunity 
of  discouraging  any  opinions,  which  might 
have  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  fear  of 
Popery,  as  opinions  injurious  to  the  es- 
tablishment   A  more  injurious,  a  more 
illiberal  mode  of  proceeding  than  this  can- 
not possibly  be  devised,  nor  one  which 
has  a  stronger  tendency  to  revive  the  out- 
rages which  contending  sects  exercised 
upon  each  other  in  remoter  ases.     At 
one  time  I  thought  we  were  to  have  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  favour  of  going 
into  the  committee.    For,  said  he,  if  you 
can  shew  me  any  securities  which  will  be 
efiectual  for  obviating  the  dangers  to  be 
apprehended  from  this  innovation,  I  will 
consent  to  eo  into  the  Committee.    No* 
thing  could  be  fairer  than  such  a  de- 
claration. 


"  But  vben  at  Heaven's  gate  St.  Peter  t 

To  wait  him  wkb  hit  key»— 

A  Tioleiit  cross  wind  fron  eitker  coast 

Blew  hinof  traosTerse  ten  thousand  leaf^ues  away 

loto  the  devious  air :  and  there  be  saw 

Gowls,  hoods,  and  habits  with  their  waarett 

■  reliques,  and  beads» 

lodolgences,  dispenses,  pardons,  bolls.*' 

We  fairly  lost  him  in  Limbo.    No  looMr 
bad  the  right  hon.  gentleman  made  thif 
seeming  advance,  than  he  at  once  retreatii 
ed  into  his  former  inflexibility.     Bet  yet 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  stated  certain 
thinjBis,  in  the  event  of  which  he  thoogfat 
it  might  be  safe  to  make  concessiooa.   *nie 
flrst  of  these  events  was  the  death  of  Buo- 
naparte    I  do  not.  Sir,  in^ute  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  any  wish  that  tha 
ruler  of  France  should  be  taken  off  by 
unfair  means ;  but  I  cannot  help  ezpresi- 
ing  my  surprise  and  indignation  at  seeing 
in  the  public  prints  the  most  horrible  doc- 
trines again  advanced  on  tbissnbject,  sech 
as  the  necessity  of  marching  to  peace 
over  the  dead  body  of  that  man.     I  never 
can  consent  to  the  "  deep  damnation  of 
his  taking  off''  or  of  any  man  bat  by  hdt 
means;  and  if  concession  to  the  Catholics 
be  contingent  on  the  unfair  death  of  Buo- 
naparte, let  their  cause  be  hopeless.     An- 
other  condition    is,  that  the   Catholics 
should  give  up  the  spiritual  supremacy  of 
the  Pope:  and  last  year  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  wanted  an  Irish  Pope  at  Bal« 
lyshannon*     Sir,  if  there  is  any  thing 
peculiariy  taunting— if  there  is  any  thing 
more  likely  to  provoke  suflferers  to  mad« 
ness,  it  is  stating  terms  which  are  ridi- 
culous, and  fixing  upon  them  conditions 
which  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  per* 
form.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  aays^ 
their  exclusion  is  their  own  fault,  they 
have  but  to  conform.    This,  Sir,  wat  the 
dreadful  mode  employed  towards  the  ui» 
happv  victims,  tortured  by  the  rack  of 
the  Inquisition,  in  order  to  extort  firon» 
them  confessions  of  crimes  of  which  they 
were  innocent.    To   the  holiest   of  the 
Martyrs  it  may  have  been  said,  '^  Only 
declare  your  disbelief  of  certain    doc-^ 
trines:''  to  Servetus,  "  Only  say  yoo  be« 
lieve  in  the  Trinity  ;**  and  so  to  all  other 
suffisrers.    «<You  are  all  foolish  people^ 
and  vour   8ofiering|8  are  all    yonr  owi> 
fault.^'    The .  expiring  man  might   say, 
**  I  may  be  released  from  my  agonies,  bet 
exquisite  as  my  torments  are,  I  will  noi 
consent  to  be  relieved  from  temporal  mi« 
sery,  at  the  expence  of  eternal  ponish- 
ment''    We  say  to  the  Catholic,  <«  Yoa 
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may  be  a  judge,  a  general,  an  admiral,  a 
coramander  in  chief.  If  you  are  not,  the 
fault  is  your  own.  Why  don*t  you  re- 
nounce your  creed  f  The  answer  is 
ready : — **  What  shall  a  man  gi? e  in  ex* 
change  for  his  own  soul  ?  I  shew  you  that 
I  do  give  you  security.  My  foreftSttbers  and 
m'y  brethren  ha?e  profed  it  by  shedding 
Iheir  blood  in  your  service.  I  myself  am 
now  marching  to  the  perils  of  war  to  risk 
my  life  in  your  cause.  Y<)u  cannot  be 
eincere  in  an  offer  ceupled  with  such  con- 
ditions ;— my  refuge  is  despair  !'' 

The  right  hon.  member  who  spoke  last, 
introduced  into  bis  speech  some  of  the 
topics  insisted  on  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Yorke),  on  a  former  nieht. 
He  talked  of  a  strange  power  exercised 
by  the  Pope  over  property,  the  dissolution 
of  marriage,  the  bastardizing  of  children, 
absolution  of  allegiance,  ^nd  so  forth.  Now, 
Sir,  I  ask  the  rigbC  hon.  gentleman  when 
this  took  place  ?  The  supremacy  of  the 
Pope  has  been  acknowledged  in  Ireland 
from  the  earliest  periods  of  her  conversion 
to  Christianity.  1  ask,  when  were  ever 
your  soldiers  absolved  from  their  allegi- 
ance? When  did  ever  the  Catholic 
priests  order  your  common  soldiers  and 
tailors  to  desert  your  standards  ?  And  if 
they  issued  such  orders  would  they  be 
obeyed  ?  Let  me  endeavour  to  set  right 
an  error  that  sufl^cient  pains  have  not 
been  taken  to  refute.  When  we  argue 
upon  the  subject,  we  speak  as  if  we  were 
erecting  this  hierarchy.  We  forget  that 
the  hierarchy  has  all  along  existed  over  a 
▼ast  and  discontented  multitude.  Whereas 
the  passing  of  this  just  measure  would  con- 
tinue it  over  a  comparatively  contented 
fnd  happy  population. 

Before  I  conclude,  Sir,  I  wish  to  offer  a 
few  words  in  reference  to  the  Petitions  on 
the  table  of  the  House.  A  gallant  of- 
ficer lately  presented  a  petition  from  a 
large  number  of  inhabitants  in  Ireland, 
(whose  very  mutilated  appearance  bears 
testimony  to  his  bravery  and  honour) :  I 
111  lade.  Sir,  to  the  Petition  from  the  county 
pf  Fermanagh.  If  I  had  not  known  his 
sentiments  upon  this  question,  I  should 
iiave  been  astonished  how  he  could  attach 
the  importance  he  did  to  the  multitude  of 
signatures  to  that  Petition.    That  g^tllant 

feneral  had  fought  and  bled  in  ^gyp^ 
[e  was  told  by 'another  gallant  officer 
near  him,  that  the  successes  in  Egypt 
were  chiefly  owing  to  the  good  conduct  of 
Catholic  soldiers, — those  men,  whose  ^ea- 
ponSf  it  is  said,  the  Pope  can  turn  against 


your  own  bosoms.  It  was  at  the  head  of 
those  brave  men  that  he  received  the  ho- 
nourable distinction  of  his  wound. 

But,  Sir,  there  are  other  petitions  at 
which,  I  own,  I  am.  still  more  astonished. 
There  is  one  signed  by  a  small  number  of 
men,  whose  forefathers  were  driven  firom 
France  by  religious  persecution,  and  who 
obtained  shelter  and  protection  in  this 
country,  together  with  the  free  exercise  of 
their  religion,  notwithstanding  that  religion 
was  not,  in  many  respects,  conformable 
with  our  own.  These  persons  have  had 
the  imprudence  to  interfere,  and  to  obtrude 
themselves  upon  us,  in  the  discussion  of 
this  great  national  Question.  Not  observ« 
ing  the  signs  of  the  times-^not  consi* 
dering  how  persecution  applies  to  all  reli- 
gions—they have  laid  a  petition  on  your 
table,  in  which  they  endeavour  to  per* 
saade  the  House  of  Commons,  not  only, 
not  to  grant  some  of  the  claims  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, but  to  give  up  nothing  to  them— 
to  oppose  all  and  every  concession.  For 
the  honour  of  the  petitioners,  for  the  ho* 
nour  of  human  nature,  this  Petition  ought 
not  to  have  been  presented.  By  religious 
persecution  the  nation,  by  whom  they 
were  driven  out,  was  weakened  and  dis- 
tracted—through the  bigotry  of  Louis  the 
14th,  seas  of  human  blood  were  spilled. 
In  the  day  of  their  distress  the  ancestors 
of  the  petitioners  found  a  safe  refuge  in 
this  land :  they  have  hitherto,  I  believe, 
behaved  quietly  and  inoffensively ;  but  as- 
suredly. It  behoves  them  to  refrain  from 
sharpening  the  edge  of  reljgious  animosi- 
ties, in  a  country  where  they  have  found 
assistance  and  protection  Kom  religious 
persecution. 

Sir,  there  ifi  still  another  Petition  to 
which  I  cannot  help  briefly  adverting. 
A  worthy  alderman  fsir  William  Curtis) 
presented  the  other  day,  a  petition  from 
London  of  very  considerable  bulk.  The 
child  and  the  nurse  were  well  proportioned 
to  each  other.  The  worthy  alderman  told 
us  on  that  occasion  that  every  person  ar- 
rived at  years  of  discretion  had  a  right  to 
express  his  opinion.  Very  true.  Sir.  But 
the  hon.  baronet  mi^ht  have  remembered 
that  there  was  a  petition,  of  a  still  greater 
size  than  the  present  one,  against  the  Ca- 
tholics, which,  in  the  recollection  of  many 
who  hear  me,  set  the  four  corners  of  Lon* 
don  in  flames.  I  ask  the  hon.  baronet 
whether  he  thinks  it  would  be  prudent  to 
hazard  the  recurrence  of  such  a  calamity  ? 
And  I  am  induced  to  do  so,  because  I  have 
seen,  every  where,  tand- bills  in  circular 
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tion  cohtaininff  the  most  grots  and  detestp- 
able  falsehoods.  E^en  at  the  door  of 
this  House,  I  saw  a  person  this  day  distri- 
butJDg  a  printed  paper,  which  1  belieye 
be  delivered  to  e?ery  member  who  passed 
him,  pretending  to  be  the  opinions  of  a 
Catholic  on  this  question,  charging  my 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grattan)  with  in- 
sincerity, and  stating  that  the  measure 
proposed  would  be  an  insult  to  the  Catho- 
lic body.  I  am  convinced  that  this  paper 
was  not  the  production  of  a  Catholic,  but 
the  gross  artifice  of  a  furious  and  bigotted 
Protestant,  as  base  and  detestable  as  the 
fabricated  Third  Part  of  Penal  Statutes 
against  the  Catholics. 

Sir,  a  society  calling  itself  the  Protes- 
tant Union  has  lately  been  formed  in  this 
city ;  in  principle  it  is  the  same — (change 
but  a  word, — call  it  the  Protestant  Asso- 
ciation— and  we  have  an  Association  that 
set  London  in  flames).  At  the  head  of  this 
new  Protestant  Association  I  lament  to  see 
the  name  of  a  learned,  amiable,  and  bene- 
volent man  (Mr.  Granville  Sharpe)  who 
has  lived  a  long  life  of  virtue  and  piety, 
and  who,  I  am  fully  convinced,  is  actuated 
by  the  purest  intentions.  An  hon.  gentle- 
roan,  the  late  member  for  Yorkshire  (Mr. 
Wilberforce)  knows,  as  well  as  myself,  that 
that  worthy  man  is  not  influenced,  in  his 
oppofiti6n\o  the  claims  of  the  Catholics, 
by  the  Coronation  Oath,  or  by  considera- 
tions of  politicul  expediency,  not  by  any 
evil  to  be  apprehended  from  papal  in- 
fluence or  authority,  but  from  having  dis- 
covered, in  the  Apocalypse,  that  if  ever 
the  Catholic  Claims  should  be  granted, 
the  vials  of  the  wrath  of  Heaven  will  be 
poured  out  upon  these  kingdoms !  Sir,  it 
]»  mortifying  to  see  the  most  ridiculous 
stories  that  have  been  gravely  circulated, 
under  the  sanction  of  this  new  Protestant 
Union,  with  the  excellent  person  to  whom 
I  have  alluded,  at  its  head — the  conversa* 
tions  of  a  poor  Irish  girl  respecting  her 
priest — and  similar  absurdities  too  farcical 
to  mention. 

With  respect  to  securities,  Sir,  the  Ca- 
tholics have  none  to  give*  We  took  all 
away.  We  have  every  thing  in  our  own 
hands.  We  have  been  doling  back  to 
them,  little  by  little,  the  privileges  they 
now  enjoy.  The  restrictions  which  re- 
main constitute  what  are  falsely  called 
your  securities — for  satisfied  I  dm,  that  if 
they  were  removed,  the  Church  and  State 
would  be  infinitely  more  secure. 

Sir,  as  kingdoms  haye  never  been  over- 
turned but  by  the  misconduct  of  their 
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kings  and  rulers,  so  the  ehurcli  of  Eng* 
land  will  never  be  overturned,  bat  by 
the  misconduct  bf  the  prelates  «t  hti 
head.  But,  though  these  are  my  opi- 
nions, other  persons  may  entertain  diffe- 
rent ones ;  and  I  am  ready,  therefore,  to 
go  into  a  committee,  to  consider  if  any 
securities  can  be  devised.-  When  we  go 
into  a  committee,  the  Catholics  most  be 
much  more  satisfied  than  if  we  refuse 
it.  With  respect  to  their  refusal  of  the 
Veto-«»is  it  any  answer  to  say,  thai  in 
1799,  they  were  willing  to  give  vp  the 
Veto  ?  At  one  time  a  people  are  willing 
to  pay  for  what  afterwards,  if  gratuitously 
offered,  they  will  spurn  at.  Were  not  the 
Catholics  at  one  period  in  the  exercise  of  all 
their  rights  ?  And  were  not  the  restrictions, 
under  which  they  labour,  imposed  for 
temporary  purposes?  Give  them  back, 
then,  I  say,  that  part  of  their  rights,  of 
which  they  remain  deprived,  now  that  the 
circumstances,  which  gave  rise  to  the  re- 
strictions, are  no  more. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  under  Secretary  of  Sute 
for  the  Home  Department  to  a  certain 
subject.  In  a  former  part  of  my  speech  1 
took  occasion  to  notice  the  numerous  pla* 
cards  and  hand-bills  that  are  disuiboted 
in  all  quarters,  and  the  great  endea- 
vours which  were  making  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  to  bring  about 
a  revival  of  all  the  gross  and  calumnious 
charges  against  the  Catholics  which  it  was 
possible  for  the  malignity  of  man  to  invent. 
Now,  in  a  paper  published  every  three 
weeks,  under  the  authority  of  the  SecreUry 
of  State,  called  "  The  Hue  and  Cry,"  con- 
taining chiefly  proclamations  for  the  dis- 
covery of  robbers  and  deserters,  (and  the 
list  is  numerous  without  including  the 
politicians,)  an  account  was  lately 
given  of  the  fire  at  Sidney  College,  Cam- 
bridge, in  which  account,  after  noticing 
the  diabolical  nature  of  the  crime,  and  in* 
dulging  in  soipe  conjectures  respecting 
the  incendiary,  it  is  observed,  that,  **  it 
must  not  be  supposed  that  there  are  any 
Romanists  about  the  College.''  Another 
article  in  the  same  paper,  alluding  to  the 
Popish  struggle  for  dominion,  concludes 
in  this  way :  **  It  is  a  nuisance,  and  ought 
to  be  put  an  end  to—the  blood  of  every 
Christian  is  frozen,  at  the  bare -faced  lust 
of  eye  and  pride  of  heart  of  these  people/' 
I  wish  to  know.  Sir,  what  the  right  boo. 
Under  Secretary  will  say  to  the  appear* 
ance  of  such  articles  in  this  publication. 
1  wish  to  know  whether  these  infamoQi 
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paragrapbs  come  from  the  pen  of  any  per- 
son employed  by  the  noble  viscount  at  the 
bead  of  the  Home  Department*  For  if  this 
be  not  contradicted,  it  would  seem,  that 
the  Catholics  are  held  up,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Secretary  of  Sute*  as  the 
authors  of  every  thing  that  is  infamous. 
Beally,  Sir/ such  articles  remind  me  of 
the  writings  in  the  time  of  Bedloe  and 
of  Oates;  the  man  who  could  write  in 
this  manner  would  have  bee^  a  fit  person 
to  have  written  the  inscription  en  the 
Monument,  which 

*  PoiDtiBg  to  the  skies, 
/  Like  a  tall  bully,  lifts  ito  head,  and  Ue$.^ 

I  anticipate.  Sir,  that  we  shall  have  the 
support  of  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord 
CasUereagh),  tmd  that  a  large  majority  of 
the  House  will  vote  for  going  into  the 
committee ;  but  even  if  there  should  not 
be -that  majority,  1  exhort  the  Catholics 
not  to  despair;  for  ultimately  they  will 
have  the  court  with  them  ;  and  when  it  is 
known  that  the  court  is  favourable  to  their 
claimk,  the  passing  of  the  measure  will  be 
as  easy  as  that  of  the  Toleration  Bill  was 
last' year.  Then,  I  am  sure,  the  Cfmrck 
win  readily  acquiesce ;  then,  to  use  the 
expression  of  an  honourable  baronet,  those 
with  mitres  on  their  heads,  and  those  with 
mitres  in  their  heads,  will  take  a  different 
course  from  the  one  which  they  have 
been  pursuing ;  for  even  those  who  have 
mitres  on  their  heads,  with  few  excep- 
tions, will  recollect  that  they  may  have 
them  improved  by  ^anslation.  If  the 
favours  a  the  court  had  taken  the  direc- 
tion expected,  this  great  work  would  even 
now  have  been  accomplished. 

Sir,  if  the  hopes  of  the  Catholics  are  now 
to  be  destroyed — if  the  Catholics  should 
DOW  be  driven  to  despair,  will  they  not  look 
back  to  the  promises  that  were  held  out 
to  them?  Who  offered  them  the  cup? 
Who  tempted  them  to  drink  ?  And  iflhey 
are  intoxicated,  to  whom  do  they  owe  their 
madness?  Sir,  I  hope  that  this  House 
vvill  take  care  that  they  shall  nei- 
ther be  deceived  nor  disappointed;  but 
that  it  will  nobly  follow  up  the  Resolution 
which  was  last  year  i^reed  to  by  so  great  a 
majoritiy.  I  believe  it  will  be  allowed  that 
no  Royal  Conscience  now  stands  in  the 
way  of  ihe  claimants  ;  and  if  that  fact  is 
^  iMice  known,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
worthy  alderman  (Curtis)  will  not  be  bur- 
thened  as  he  has  been,  with  his  enormous 
petitions.  In  a  coounittee  upon  this 
great  and  good  work,  the  labours  of 
my  much  respected  friend  (Mr.  GratteD) 
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may  at  length  be  consummated— the 
Catholic  subject,  may  be  admitted  to 
places  of  trust  and  power,  under  the 
crown,  which  must  be  worn  by  a  Protes- 
tant  prm^e,  as  the  supreme  head  of  our 
Protestant  church  establishment.  The 
church  of  England  will  derive  additional 
security  and  saJety  in  the  additional  secu- 
rity and  safety  of  the  empire  at  large ; 
and  will  be  allowed  a  respite  from  the 
pursuits^  which  have,  for  some  time  pasl» 
but  too  moch  occupied  her — the  people  of 
Ireland  will  be  satisfied-*aod  the  whole 
empire  will  be  rendered  united,  and  safe 
against  all  ibe  attacks  of  all  our  enemies* 

Mr.  HiUy  AddingUm  believed  there  was 
not  one  gentleman  in  the  House,  except 
the  hon.  member,  who  could  believe  that 
such  a  paragraph  as  be  had  read  was 
issued  from  his  noble  relation  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State's  office.  There  wai  no  au- 
thority whatever  for  this  assertion,  as  far 
as  he  knew;  from  his  knowledge  of  what 
passed  at  the  office  to  which  he  belonged. 

Mr.  WhUhredd  asked  if  this  Police 
Gazette  was  not  published  under  the  au- 
thority of  that  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department?  It  was 
not  enough  to  say  they  had  no  cognisance 
of  such  a  paragraph— they  ought  to  have 
cognizance  of  it. 

The  Hon.  Frederick  Robinson  said :— -Sir  ; 
I  have  never  approached  the  consideration 
of  this  question,  without  feeling  the  utmost 
doubt,  and  difficulty,  and  diffidence  of  my 
own  judgment.  It  has  never  appeared  to 
me  to  be  a  question  to  bedecided4)y  mag- 
nificence of  declamation,  exuberance  of 
wit,  or  vehemence  of  invective.  Such 
modes  of  discussing  it  appear  to  me  alto- 
gether unlikely  to  lead  to  any  beneficial 
result.  Considering  it,  however,  in  the 
most  dispassionate  manner,  I  voted,  last 
year,  for  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Canning),  and  it  is  now  my 
intention  to  adhere  to  that  vote.  It  then 
appeared  to  me  that  the  question  had  ar- 
rived at  such  a  point,  that  it  was  abs9lutely 
necessary  that  it  should  be  considered, 
with  a  view  to  some  determinate  proposi- 
tion. We  have  here,  for  more  than  ten 
years,  been  debating  this  question  upon 
Its  abstract  principles ;  and  it  appears  to 
me  infinitely  more  wise  to  bring  it  to  some 
specific  point,  es  the  only  means  of  recon- 
ciling both  parties,  to  the  decision  of  par- 
liament. I  bad  thought,  therefore,  last 
year,  that  it  was  advisable  to  support  the 
right  hon.  geotlemao'^  motiopii  and  I  dii 
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to  in  the  true  sense  and  spirit  of  that  mo* 
tion ;  for  I  was  fully  sensible  that,  if  the 
final  decision  of  parliament  failed  to  con- 
nect the  national  feelings  of  both  parties, 
it  would  fail  to  be  a  final  and  concHiatory 
adjustment.  Such  being  my  feelings  last 
year>  I  cannot  s^e  the  force  of  those  rea- 
sons, which  have  induced  others  to  change 
their  line  of  conduct,  upon  the  present 
occasion.  Nothing,  certainly,  can  be  less 
conciliating  than  the  language  of  the  Ca- 
tholic board  ;  but  it  was  equally  violent 
when  the  fote  of  last  year  was  determined; 
and  I  see,  in  the  violence  of  that  boards 
rather  the  interference  of  a  faction  than 
the  sincere  feeling  of  the  Catholic  body. 
With  respect  to  the  petitions  from  this 
country,  they  have  made  no  change,  in 
my  opinion,  upon  the  merits  of  this  ques- 
tion. I  have  always  supposed  that,  when- 
ever the  question  appeared  to  approach 
towards  its  accomplishment,  a  strong  feel- 
ing of  opposition  would  exist  in  this  coun- 
try. I  am  not  surprised  at  this ;  for  I 
cannot  conceive  it  possible  that  so  impor- 
tant an  arrangement  could  be  effected,  in 
the  domestic  policy  of  this  country,  with- 
out exciting  a  very  strong  sensation :  and 
I  cannot  avoid  feeling  that  the  apprehen- 
sions, entertained  by  so  large  and  respecta- 
ble a  portion  of  the  community  as  the 
petitioners,  ought  to  have  great  weight  in 
determining  the  mode  and  extent  of  the 
concessions  which,  upon  present  grounds, 
I  am  willing  to  grant  I  advert  particu* 
larly  to  the  petitions  from  the  clergy, 
which  I  think  entitled  to  much  more  re- 
spect than  they  have  received;  and  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  eulogium^  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  (who  spoke  last)  has 
passed  upon  part  of  the  speech  of  an  hon. 
baronet  (sir  Robert  Heron)  on  a  former 
night.  1  thought,  indeed,  that,  whilst  the 
hon.  baronet,  in  all  the  fervour  of  maiden 
oratory,  alluded  to  petitioners  with  mitres 
on  their  heads  and  mitres  in  their  beads,  he 
was  both  witty  and  severe,  that  he  only 
uttered  a  gross  calumny ;  for,  of  all  classes 
pf  the  communHy,  none  have  so  fair  a 
claim  to  approach  the  House  on  such  an 
occasion.  The  members  of  this  House 
are,  indeed,  the  professors  of  the  Protes- 
tant faith  ;  but  the  clergy  are  bi$und  to 
it  by  more  sacred  ties,  as  being,  not 
merely  its  professors,  but  its  teachers. 

Sir,  I  shall  next  notice  the  petitions 
from  Ireland,  which  have  been  adverted 
|o  us  as  furnishing  a  ground  for  a  change 
of  opinion  since  last  year.  In  that  view 
•f  the  subject  I  do  concur ;   for  it  appears 


to  me  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  these 
petitions  do  not  object  to  the  principle  of 
Catholic  concession,  but  only  to  an  unqoa* 
lified  concession,  as  matter  of  right.  In 
that  view  I  own  I  very  muc^  concur ;  but 
I  cannot  consider  that  coincidence  of  opi- 
nion to  be  an  objection  to  the  Committee. 
If,  however,  I  see  no  change  of  circum- 
stances since  last  year,  I  ask  whether  no 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  circum- 
stances of  this  country,  as  connected  with 
this  question,  since  that  period,  whea 
these  restrictions  were  originally  esta- 
blished ?  I  think  that  a  material  change 
has  taken  place,  and  that  those  apprehen- 
sions which,  at  that  time,  were  natural 
and  justifiable,  have  no  rational  existence 
at  the  present  moment.  Previous  to  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  the  Protestantism  of  the  throne 
was  not  a  fixed  and  fundamental  principle 
of  the  constitution.  Every  possible  motive 
combined  to  keep  alive,  in  the  Catholics, 
not  only  the  constant  wish,  but  the  con- 
stant hope,  of  obtaining  ascendancy  as  well 
as  power.  They  saw,,  in  the  prospect  of 
each  succeeding  reign,  a  chance,  by  no 
means  improbable,  of  regaining  all  which 
they  had  lost.  This  circumstance,  in  my 
opinion,  may  account  for  many  of  those 
occurrences,  which  excited  the  fears  and 
dictated  the  cautious  proceedings  of  those, 
who  framed  the  Revolution  ;  and  I  am  by 
no  means  surprised  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, which  led  to  that  fresh  act,  its 
framers  did  not  feel  that  the  Protestantism 
of  the  throne  was  alone  sufficient  to  secure 
the  Protestant  establishments  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  that,  seeing  that  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Pretender  and  his  family  still 
claimed  a  right  to  the  throne,  they  en- 
forced the  restrictions,  now  in  question* 
as  additional  securities  to  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  Protestantism  of  the 
throne.  These  particular  restrictions* 
however,  dp  not  appear  to  me  to  be  fun- 
damental principles  in  themselves;  and* 
as  the  experience  of  more  than  a  century 
has  confirmed  the  inviolability  of  a  Ph>- 
testant  throne,  and  as  all  chance  of  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  competitor  is  now  extinct, 
I  think  we  may  safely  venture  to  relax 
those  restrictions  which  former  dangers 
had  rendered  expedient. 

Whilst,  however,  I  think  that  much 
may  be  done,  and  that  the  time  for  doing 
it  has  arrived,  I  am  bound,  in  honour  and 
fairness,  to  state,  that,  if  the  measure,  for 
the  adoption  of  the  House,  r^ted  Mely 
upon  the  priociples  of  the  righft  hon.  gca- 
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tlemair  (Mr.  Grattan),  I  should  finally  be 
obliged ,  to  vote  against  it.  For,  although 
the  considerations  which  I  have  stated, 
dispose  me  to  concede, much  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, I  caiyiot  forget  that  the  principle 
of  our  constitution  is  jealousy.  It  is  jea- 
lous of  the  crown,  jealous  of  the  aristo- 
cracy, jealous  of  the  democracy ;  and  the 
Roman  Catholics  have  no  right  to  complain, 
if  it  is  jealous  of  them ;  not  that  I  mean  to 
apply  this  orinciple  of  caution  to  this  or 
that  indif  idual,  but  it  is  applicable  to  the 
weakness  of  human  nature,  which  leads 
all  men  to  a  love  of  power,  and  to  the 
consequent  exertion  to  maintain  it.  This 
jealousy,  however,  has  its  bounds ;  and,  if 
the  Protestantism  of  the  throne  is  still  al- 
lowed to  retain  that  protection,  which  I 
think  expedient,  I  shall  be  most  willing 
to  abandon  those  restrictive  guards^  for 
which  I  cannot  see,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  world,  an  adequate  and  imperious  ne- 
cessity. Having  thus  stated,  however 
imperfectly,  the  general  outline  of  my 
view  of  this  great  and  intricate  question, 
I  will  only  add,  that  I  ^hall  go  into  the 
committee  with  an  anxious  desire,  an 
earnest  hope,  and  a  fond  expectation  that 
the  result  of  its  deliberations  will  he  a  rea- 
lization of  those  anticipations,  which  led 
to  the  vote  of  last  year,  and  which,  I  trust, 
will  end  in  really  and  substantially  pro- 
moting the  harmony  and  concord  of  all 
classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland.'^iT,  I  am 
fully  aware  that,  in  delivering  my  senti- 
ments, at  any  time,  I  have  much  to  re- 
quest from  the  indulgence  of  the  House ; 
and  therefore,  more  particularly,  at  so 
late  an  hour,  and  on  a  subject  of  so  great 
importance.  Feeling,  however,  that  I 
have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  many 
(both  in  and  out  of  this  House)  for  whose 
judgment  and  ^  opinion  I  entertain  the 
greatest  respect,  I  hope  that  I  may  be  per- 
mitted shortly  to  explain  the  grounds  of 
my  vote  this  night. 

If  I  understand  rightly  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  motion,  its  ultimate  object  is 
to  exchange  the  present  securities  of  the 
established  church  for  othens,  which  may 
be  found  fully  effectual  to  its  support, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  less  offensive  to  a 
large  portion  of  our  fellow  subjects ;  thus 
to  prevent,  if  possible,  that  gradual  alien- 
ation of  mind  which,  being  the  natural 
result  of  their  present  exclusion,  might 
hereafter  render  them  utterly  incapable  of 
moral  or  political  coalescence  with  us. 


the  Protestant  part  of  the  community. 
Now,  Sir,  I  consider  the  established 
church,  in  full  enjoyment  of  her  posses- 
sions and  endowments,  her  doctrine,  wor* 
ship,  and  discipline,  to  be  as  essential  a 
part  of  the  British  constitution  as  our  mo- 
narchy or  liberty  itself;  and  that  every 
measure,  calculated  to  injure  that  esta- 
blishment, calls  for  as  vigorous  a  resist- 
ance as  an  attack  upon  the  most  funda- 
mental part  of  our  constitution.  Were 
the  code  of  securities,  which  has  existed 
for  the  last  century,  necessarily  to  be  con- 
sidered as  perpetual,  as  I  hope  and  trust 
that  chfurch  will  be,  I  conceive  that  this 
House  never  would,  have  entertained  the 
present  question,  whether  we  shall  or  shall 
not  consider  the  propriety  of  devising 
some  new  sj|'stem. 

But,  I  do  not  find  that  this  code  is,  by 
our  constitution,  deemed  so  indispensable, 
I  find  that,  when  many  of  those,  who 
framed  the  acts  of  the  Kevolution,  must 
have  still  existed,  while  at  least  their 
spirit  and  principles  invigorated  our  coun- 
cils, I  mean,  in  the  union  between  England 
and  Scotland,  the  oaths,  which  have  alone 
bolted  our  doors  against  the  Roman  Ca« 
tholics,  were  positively  enacted  to  be 
taken  by  the  members  of  the  legislature, 
only  «'  until  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain shall  otherwise  direct ;"  and  this,  in 
the  very  articles,  which,  by  a  careful- 
ness and  caution  of  expression,  which  pre* 
eludes  even  the  possibility  of  doubt  or 
evasion,  provide  explicitly,  as  a  funda« 
mental  and  unalterable  condition  of  union, 
—that  the  respective  church  establish<« 
ments  shall  be  perpetual  and  immutable, 
so  far  as  perpetuity  and  immutability  can 
belong  to  any  thing,  which  is  mortal; 
The  distinction  clearly  intimates,  in  my 
mind,  that,  in  the  contemplation  of  those 
who  framed  that  union,  some  time  mighl 
come  in  which  the  excluding  oath  would 
be  no  lonser  necessary. 

Proceeding  onwarcl,  I  find,  that  the  le« 
gislature,  by  its  enactments,  of  the  latter 
half  of  this  reign,  has  pointed  out  the  near 
approach  of  such  a  period;  that  many- 
great  statesmen,  who,  on  other  points, 
have  stood  opposed  to  each  other,  in  the 
very  front  of  the  battle,  have  united  on 
this  subject,  and  given  the  powerful  sanc- 
tion of  their  concurring  testimony  to  the 
expediency  of  some  change,  and  that  at 
no  very  far  distant  time. 

I  find.  Sir,  that,  not  many  months  ago, 
this  point  of  time  was  more  distinctly 
marked  ;  and  that,  by  a  great  majority  of 
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the  last  parliament,  the  present  sessioni 
perhaps  even  the  present  night,  was  de- 
clared to  be  a  fit  occasion  for  taking  this 
great  question  into  our  most  serious  consi- 
deration ;  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed, 
lirtthoat  disrespect,  to  dr^w  another  ar^- 
inent  from  the  nature  of  the  opposition 
generally  made  to  the  present  motion,  I 
would  observe,  that  most  of  the  objections 
rest,  not  on  the  perpetual,  but  on  the  pre- 
sent necessity  of  exclusions  ;  thus  allow- 
ing that  the  existing  species  of  security  is 
not  always  necessary  ;  and,  consequently, 
that,  whether  at  this  moment  H  be  neces- 
sary or  not,  is  a  fair  subject  of  considera* 
tion  ;  and,  when  I  see  that  the  right  hon. 
mover  of  the  resolutions,  in  the  last  par- 
liament, and  the  right  hon.  proposer  of  the 
present  question,  have  a  plan  of  securities 
to  propose,  I  do  think  it  fair  to  them,  and 
due  to  the  petitioners  and  the  country,  to 
give  the  subject  a  full,  a  deliberate,  and 
dispassionate  investigation.  Beyond  this 
I  do  not  pledge  myself  to  go ;  but  I  must 
say  that  it  is  my  ardent  wish,  as  it  would 
be  most  gratifying  to  me,  to  find,  that,  in 
the  altered  tone  and  temper  of  these 
times,  and  (if  I  may  so  speak)  in  the  more 
liberalized  spirit  and  feeling  of  the  60- 
man  Catholics  themselves,  a  foundation 
has  been  silently  and  gradually  laid,  on 
which  we  may  venture  to  erect  new  bul- 
warks, as  eObctual  to  the  support  of  our 
venerable  establishment,  as  that  rampart 
of  exclusion,  which,  while  it  has  fenced 
and  protected  her  from  the  assaults  of  her 
adversaries,  has,  also,  it  must  be  allowed, 
closed  against  our  Roman  Catholic  bre- 
thren, many  avenues  of  conciliatioD  and 
return. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  trouble  the  House 
with  my  arguments  on  this  great  ques- 
tion ;  but,  as  I  observe,  that  a  very  strong 
objection  has  been  taken,  even  to  Its  con- 
sideration^ on  the  ground  of  an  inveterate 
hostility,  which,  it  is  said,  must  exist,  in 
the  minds  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  against 
all,  without  the  pale  of  their  communion, 
it  may  not  be  unimportant  to  advert  to 
Bome  facts,  which  have  not  been  noticed  by 
those  gentlemen  whose  deep  and  eloquent 
reasonings  have  so  enlightened  this  and 
every  other  part  of  the  subject,  but  which 
ttrongly  indicate  better  feelings,  and  a 
more  conciliatory  dispositisti  towards  us. 

I  allude.  Sir,  to  facts  recorded  in  the 
14th  Report  of  your  Commissioners  of 
Irish  Education,  that  the  children  of  Ro- 
man Catholic  parents  are  very  frequently 
sent  to  the  charter  schools,  where  they 


must  necessarily  b«  educated  in  the  Pro- 
testant faith  ;  that,  in  many  parts  of  Ire- 
land, they  are  sent,  indifferently,  to  Pro* 
testant  and  Roman  Catholic  masters  ;  and, 
in  short,  in  one  instance,  where  the  priest 
interposed  to  withdraw  the  youth  of  his 
fiock  from  the  heretic  teacher,  one-fifth 
remained  in  disregard  of  his  authority— 
in  a  matter  too,  be  it  recollected,  not  less 
of  a  spiritual,  than  a  temporal  nature. 

Again,  an  instance  of  the  relaxadon 
of  prejudice  (inherent,  as  it  is  said,  even 
in  the  higher  ranks),  may  be  observed  ia 
the  increasing  numbers  of  Roman  Cath»- 
lic  students,  who  enter  at  Trinity  College, 
Dublin :  and  even  in  the  priesthood  itself, 
it  will  surely  be  allowed  that  some  abate- 
ment of  their  ancient  spirit  may  be  traced 
in  the  far  more  general  and  unrestricted 
use  of  the  Scriptures,  now  permitted  to  the 
laity  of  every  rank. 

If  I  might  venture  to  add  yet  anotber 
instance  of  the  declining  antipathy  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  all  recognition  of  ano* 
ther  faith,  I  would  take  the  liberty  ta 
mention  one,  which  fell  more  immediately 
within  mj  own  observation,  when  I  had 
the  good  fortune,  two  years  snice,  to  soend 
some  little  time  in  the  sister  island. 
Among  the  many  kind  and  friendly  hos- 
pitalities which  I  there  received,  I  had  the 
pleasin-e  of  being  admitted  to  the  intimacy 
of  a  most  respectable  clergyman  of  oor 
own  establishment,  in  the  south.  This 
family,  which  was  hot  small,  was  com- 
posea,  indifferently,  of  Protestant  and  Ro- 
man Catholic  servants.  The  parish,  in 
which  he  resided,  contained  a  lafge  pro- 
portion of  Roman  Catholics,  under  the  im- 
mediate superintendance  of  a  titular  bi-, 
shop,  whose  name,  were  I  to  mention  it, 
would  be  recognized  as  one  not  the  least 
distinguished  for  a  zealous  attachment 
to  the  high  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the 
Romish  see.  When  evening  came,  and, 
with  it,  the  hour  of  family  worship,  those 
Roman  Catholic  servants,  with  the  know- 
ledge, and  by  the  express  permission,  ot 
their  titular  bishop.  Knelt  down  by  {the 
side  of  their  Protestant  brethren,  and  unit- 
ed in  one  common  prayer,  from  oar  Li- 
turgy, to  one  Common  Father,  for  common 
blessings  and  protection. 

Surely  this  is  not  bigotry-^this  is  not 
intolerance — this  is  not  an  unrelenting  ad« 
herence  to  that  rigid  line  of  separation, 
which  the  Roman  Catholic,  in  spiritoal 
matters,  is  said  to  have  eternally  dirawn 
betwixt  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  world* 
If  th^re  be  many  such  instanees  (and  I 
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have  heard  that  there  are  sach  of  a  still 
higher  order),  sorely  their  impression  on 
the    mind  must  be,  that  they  are  symp- 
toms   of  at  least  an    incipient  approxi- 
matton,  in  the  Catholic,  to  common  feeU 
ings  with  ourseWes-*  indications  of  a  dis- 
position of  good   will,  which  may  ulti- 
mately lead  to  their  conciliation,  and  per- 
haps even  to  an  actual  coalescence  with  us. 
Sir,    I   feel    that    I   have   more   than 
sufficiently  troubled  both   you  and   the 
Hoase.     I  will  therefore  sit  down,  with  a 
request,  that  I  may  be  distinctly  under* 
stood,  in  going  into  the  Committee,  not  to 
pledge  myself,  necessarily,  to  support  the 
xneaaares,  which  may  be  there  proposed, 
hat  simply  with  the  desire  to  have  the 
anbject  fully  and  fairly  examined   and 
discussed — ^with  a  most  earnest  and  sin- 
cere hope,  that  such  examination  may  and 
will  lead  to  a  final  and  conciliatory  ad- 
justment; but,  with  a  determined  resolu- 
tion not  to  consent  to  any  measure,  which 
has  a  tendency  to  weaken  or  disturb  an 
establishment,  which  I  believe  to  be  a 
most  integral  and  sacred  part  of  our  con- 
stitution, and,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  to  the  country  which 
that  constitution  affi)rd8« 

Sir  nooias  Suiion  rose  and  said :— Sir^ 
I  should  not  have  ventured  to  obtrude  my- 
self on  the  notice  of  the  House,  on  this 
occasion,  had  I  not  thought  that,  in  giving 
a  silent  vote  upon  this  important  question, 
1  should  have  ill  discharged  my  duty  to 
my  constituents,  and  to  the  populous  and 
respectable  cotinty,  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent* 

Sir,  I  entirely  concur  in  opinion  with 
the  right  hon!  member,  who  brought  for- 
ward this  question,  as  to  the  truths  of  the 
abstract  proposition  he  then  laid  down— - 
that  all  civil  disqualifications  of  any  class 
or  description  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  or 
indeed  of  the  subjects  of  any  state,  are 
not,  in  themselves,  founded  in  nature  or 
in  justice.  No,  Sir;  they  are,  like  all  the 
ordinances  of  man,  the  efSects  of  his  ne- 
cessities and  infirmities — they  arise  from 
the  contingencies  of  the  moment;  and, 
when  the  causes  which  produced  them 
are  done  away,  they  also  should  be  re- 
moved, but  with  the  same  care  and  cau- 
tion with  which  they  were  imposed,  and 
for  the  same  special  and  solid  reason—- 
*  Ne  quid  detrimenti  respublica  capiat.' 

It  will  be  perceived,  Sir,  firom  these 
principles,  that  my  objections,  to  going 
into  the  Committee,  are  grounded  entirely 


on  the  consideration  of  the  times  and  cir- 
cumstances, under  which 'this  motion  is 
brought  forward.  We  are  engaged  in  a 
desperate  conflict  with  France,  the  an- 
cient enemy  of  our  church  and  state; 
and  the  supreme  head  of  the  Catholic 
church  is  a  prisoner  in  France — in  the 
hands  and  power  of  Buonaparte,  with 
whom  he  has  recently  signed  a  new  coiu 
cordattun.  Sir,  can  any  more  cogent  ot 
irresistible  reason  be  assigned  for  d€clin« 
ing  now  to  legislate  on  this  subject,  than 
these  two  facts  ?  We  must  necessarily  le- 
gislate in  the  dark,  upon  the  most  impor- 
tant points  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee.  We  are  entirely  uninformed 
of  the  nature  and  terms  of  this  new  ar- 
rangement ; — we  are  in  absolute  igno* 
ranee,  not  only  of  the  secret  articles, 
which  may  have  been  agreed  upon,  but 
also  of  the  general  tenor  and  bearing  of 
the  instrument  itself.  How,  then,  can 
the  Committee,  with  safety  or  with  cer- 
tainty, decide  upon  what  may  be  grant- 
ed, or  the  securities  which  should  be  re- 
qoi^d  ?  We  must  necessarily  do  either 
too  little  or  too  much  for  the  pccasioo; 
and,  on  this  account,  th^  time  is  most  un- 
favourable to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the 
Catholics  themselves.  But,  Sir,  the  dan- 
ger also  is  great,  in  agitating  and  deciding 
upon  these  points,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances. The  continental  influence 
of  the  Pope  is,  at  present,  unknown  to  us. 
He  is  the  tool  and  instrument  of  Buonar 
parte  ;  and  we  must  expect  every  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  this  influence, 
against  this  coutitry,  as  the  craft  and  po- 
licy of  such  an  enemy  can  suggest.  Nor, 
incfeed,  could  a  nillre  fatal  and  eflectual 
means  of  dividing  and  weakening  the 
energies  of  the  United  Kingdom  be  de- 
vised, by  Buonaparte  himself,  than  our 
proceeding  to  the  discussions  of  this  ques- 
tion at  this  time.  In  so  doing,  we  are,  in 
fact  forwarding  and  facilitating  the  plans 
of  our  foe  against  us  ;  and  this  is,  in  truth, 
acknowledged  by  those,  who  support  this 
motion,  in  allowing,  that  the  really  dis- 
afiected  party  in  Ireland  are  the  most  vio-  ' 
lent  in  their  demands  for  its  immediate 
entertainment 

In  my  humble  opinion,  therefore.  Sir, 
this  question  will  be  most  wisely  and  safely 
postponed ;  and,  although  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  know  whether  it  may  be  con- 
sistent with  the  forms  and  usages  of  this 
House,  I  cannot  help  most  anxiously  wish- 
ing that  a  resolution  mi^ht  be  entered 
upon  its  Journab^  that  Uus  House  would 
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take  the  subject  into  Its  most  serious  con- 
sideration 0:1  the  establishment  of  peace. 
Sir,  I  think  that  many  beneficial  conse- 
quences would  thus  ensue.  We  should 
have  the  whole  subject,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, fully  before  us.  It  would  then  be 
discussed  without  jealousy,  without  ap- 
prehension; and  the  result  must  be  more 
satisfactory  to  the  empire  at  large.  I 
know  of  no  one  inconvenience,  on  this  fair 
understanding,  which  could  arise  from  the 
postponement  of  the  question.  The  Pro- 
lestanU  have  given  an  ample  pledge  of 
their  favourable  dispositions  to  the  Catho* 
lies,  by  the  removal  of  disqualifications, 
which  have  already  taken  place.  The 
Catholics  have,  on  the  other  hand,  given 
an  equally  solemn  pledge,  by  the  acknow- 
ledged loyalty  of  their  conduct,  and  by 
the  zeal,  with  which  they  enter  into  our 
fleets  and  armies,  and  the  gallantry,  with 
which  they  shed  their  best  blood  in  the 
common  cause  of  the  empire.  Then,  Sir, 
when  peace  shall  once  more  be  establish- 
ed, when  the  irritation  and  soreness  pro- 
duced  by  this  protracted  war  shall  be  done 
away,  when  the  power  and  continental 
influence  of  the  Pope  shall  be  known  and 
ascertained— then,  Sir,  may  this  import- 
ant subject  be  safely  and  wisely  entered 
upon — when  the  Protestant,  the  Catholic, 
and  the  Dissenter,  may  cordially  and 
heartily  unite  in  the  accomplishment  of 
that  most  important  work,  a  general  iden- 
tification of  the  interests  of  every  class 
and  description  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

Viscount  Palmerston, — Sir,  I  feel  reluc- 
tant to  obtrude  upon  the  House,  at  this 
late  hour,  but  I  cannot  suppress  my  anxiety 
not  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion. I  shall  certainly  support  the  mo- 
tion of  the  ri^hthon.  gent,  but,  on  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  there  are  so  many  shades 
and  gradations  of  opinion,  among  those  who 
will  generally  concur  in  their  vote  on  the 
resolution,  I  am  desirous  not  to  be  mis- 
understood as  to  the  extent  of  opinion, 
which  my  vote  will  express. 

1  certainly  am  aware  that  the  pledge  of 
the  last  parliament  is  not  binding  on  the 
present,  yet,  considering  the  preponderat- 
ing majority,  by  which  that  pledge  was 
given,  I  do  not  see  so  great  an  alteration 
in  the  composition  of  the  House,  as  to  ex- 
pect a  difference  in  the  decision  of  the 
aggregate.  But  has  any  thing  occurred, 
since  that  pledge,  which  ought  to  change 
the  opinions  of  individuals?  I  think  not. 
Is  it  in  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  ?  Did 


not  the  last  House  make  their  pledge  in 
the  face  of  declarations,  on  the  part  of  the 
Catholics,  more  violent  and  iDtempente, 
and  more  remote  from  conciliation  than 
any  act  of  theirs  since,  I  had  almost  said, 
than  any  act  of  theirs,  before  that  time  } 
The  House  acted  wisely  in  so  doing  and 
with  becoming  dignity.  If  the  questioa 
is  fit  to  be  entertained,  it  is  so  upoo  pub- 
lic grounds,  and  on  considerations  of  gene- 
ral expediency ;  and  the  House  I  hope 
will  never  allow  itself  to  be  deterred  firom 
adopting  measures^  which  have  such  ob- 
jects in  view,  by  the  intemperate  coodoct 
of  a  few  turbulent  individuals.  Bat  the 
table  is  covered  with  petitions  from  the 
Protestants  of  the  empire.  I  should  be 
the  last  man  in  the  House  to  say  that  the 
opinions  of  constituents,  expressed  in  suck 
petitions,  are  not  iutitled  to  the  greatest 
deference  and  respect;  but  the  form  of 
the  constitution  is  representative,  and  by 
it  the  duty  and  the  responsibility  of  deli- 
beration and  decision,  rests  with  the 
House,  and  not  with  the  people  at  large  ; 
and  honourable  members  would  ill  per- 
form their  duty,  towards  those  who  sent 
them  here,  if,  when  they  have,  upon  full 
and  mature  consideration,  made  up  their 
minds,  upon  a  great  and  important  ques- 
tion like  the  present,  they  hesiute  to  act 
upon  their  honest  conviction,  even  though 
they  should  unfortunately  differ  in  opi- 
nion with  those  whom  they  represent  in 
this  House. 

Athough  I  wish  the  Catholic  claims  to 
be  considered,  I  never  will  admit  those 
claims  to  stand  upon  the  ground  of  right. 
To  maintain  that  the  legislature  of  a  coun- 
try has  not  a  right  to  impose  such  politic 
cal  disabilities  upon  any  class  of  the  com^ 
munity,  as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  the 
welfare  and  safety  of  the  whole,  woald  be 
to  strike  at  once,  at  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples, oQ  which  civilized  government  is 
founded.  If  I  thought  the  Catholics  were 
asking  for  their  rights,  I  for  one  would  not 
go  into  the  committee.  What,  would  it  be 
becoming  for  the  British'parliament  to  say 
to  the  Catholics,  we  allow  that  what  you 
ask  of  us  are  only  your  just  and  natural 
rights,  but  we  will  not  freely  and  liberally 
grant  them  :  we  will  go  into  a  committee 
to  barter  with  you,  for  the  concession  of 
these  admitted  rights,  to  see  under  what 
conditions,  with  what  modifications,  and 
subject  to  what  restrictions  these  rights 
can  be  sanctioned  by  us?  Such  conduct 
would  at  once  be  inconsistent  and  unjust ; 
I  wish  the  few  honourable  members  who 
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maintain  this  doctrine  of  riglit^  to  weigh 
well  all  the  conseqnences,  to  which  it  is 
calculated  to  lead. 

Patting  this  question,  however,  entirely 
upon  the  ground  of  expediency,  I  cannot 
concur  with  those  who  think  that  they 
have  proved  the  expediency  of  continuing 
the  Catholic  disabilities  now,  by  shewing 
Ihat  they  were  necessary  in  the  times, 
when  they  were  originally  imposed. 
These  disabilities  are  not  the  rule  of  the 
constitution,  but  an  exception  from  that 
rule;  their  necessity,  in  one  century,  is 
no  evidence  of  their  expediency  in  another; 
and  it  is  as  much  incumbent  upon  those, 
who  now  contend  for  their  continuance, 
to  shew  that  they  are  required,  for  the 
present  security  of  the  state,  as  it  was 
upon  those,  who  6rst  framed  them,  to 
prOf  e  the  necessity  of  their  original  enact- 
ment. 

But,  what  are  the  dangers  which  have 
been  anticipated  from  a  repeal  of  this 
•ystem }  I  am  happy  to  find  that,  in 
this  debate  at  least,  little  stress  has 
been  laid,  by  the  opposers  of  the  motion, 
upon  the  dangers,  which  would  result, 
from  admitting  Catholics  into  the  hifj^her 
ranks  of  the  army  and  navy.  That 
advanced  position  they  have  been  pretty 
fiearly  compelled  to  evacuate.  Such  an 
alarm  indeed  seemed  founded  upon  no  in- 
telligible grounds.  It  rests  the  existence 
of  danger,  not  upon  the  nature  of  the 
power  entrusted^  but  upon  its  degree. 
Upon  what  rational  principle  can  it  be 
Baid  to  be  safe  to  entrust  a  Catholic 
with  the  command  of  a  regiment,  but  ut« 
terly  dangerous  to  place  him  at  the  head 
of  a  brigade?  That  the  lower  orders 
of  the  Catholics  who,  from  want  of  educa* 
tion  and  their  station  in  life,  must  necessa- 
rily be  more  easily  worked  upon  by  im- 
proper influence,  may  safely  be  entrusted 
with  arms  or  the  possession  of  our  ships, 
but  that  it  is  dangerous  to  place  the  same 
confidence  In  men,  in  the  higher  ranks  of 
life,  who,  from  the  advantages  of  superior 
education,  more  liberal  and  enlarged 
ideas,  and,  a  higher  sense  of  professional 
honour,  have  so  much  stronger  claims  to 
be  trusted.  In  the  law  too,  few  persons 
have,  of  late,  contended  that  any  danger 
would  result  from  permitting  Catholics  to 
aspire  to  the  honours  of  their  profession. 
'ITiat  indeed  is,  of  all  others,  the  profes- 
sion, which  it  seems  the  least  expedient  to 
allow  men»to  enter,  without  having  a  fair 
career  opened  to  their  ambition. 

The  great  stand   has  been  made,  upon 


the  admission  of  Catholics  into  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  the  danger  ap- 
prehended is,  that  they  will  influence  the 
decision  of  the  Houses  in  some  vote  which 
might,  directly  or  indirectly,  afiect  the 
Protestant  establishments  of  the  empire. 
Now  how  does  this  stand  ?  In  the  House 
of  Lords  their  numbers  must,  of  necessity,  , 
be  too  small  to  have  any  effect  upon  the 
decisions  of  that  body.  In  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  number  would  undoubted- 
ly be  greater,  but  would  still  bear  so  very 
small  a  proportion  to  the  whole,  as  to  ren- 
der it  absolutely  impossible  for  them  to 
carry  any  such  point  by  themselves.  Now 
I  beg  to  say  that  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  Catholics,  coming  into  this  House, 
would,  much  in  the  same  way  that  Protes* 
tants  do,  range  themselves  under  the  ban- 
ners of  the  different  political  parties,  which 
might  exist,  within  its  walls,  according  as 
they  might  be  influenced  by  considera- 
tions of  personal  connection  or  political 
feelings;  but,  supposing,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  they  move  in  one  compact 
mass,  directing  all  their  efforts  to  the  at- 
tainment of  this  particular  object;  by 
tliemselves  they  would  be  powerless ;  they 
must  then  bargain  with  some  great  Pro- 
testant party,  and  barter  their  aid  in  the 
contest,  for  the  concession  of  their  object, 
when  the  victory  should  be.  gained.  Now 
I  know  well  that,  in  a  popular  constitution 
like  ours,  when  conflicting  parties  are 
nearly  balanced,  when  all  the  passions  of 
the  mind  are  roused,  and  the  prize  to  be 
fought  for  is  nothing  less  than  the  direc- 
tion of  th^.af}air8  of  a  great  and  mighty 
empire,  men  may  be  led  to  make  large 
saifrifices  at  the  shrine  of  political  ambi- 
tion. The  history  Qf  the  country,  unfortu- 
nately, is  not  without  such  examples.  But 
whatever  maybe  the  errors  of  individuals, 
I  never  can  bring  myself  to  believe,  that 
there  would,  at  any  time,  be  found,  in  this 
House,  a  safficiently  powerful  and  nume* 
rous  Protestant  party,  so  profligate  in  prin- 
ciple, and  so  dead  to  a  sense  of  every 
thing,  which  would  be  due  to  themselves 
and  to  their  country,  as  to  barter  away 
the  religious  establishment  of  any  part  of 
the  empire,  for  the  gratification  of  political 
ambition.  Butsupposing  again  this  com- 
bination of  improbabilities  to  occur,  and 
such  a  vote  to  be  extorted  from  that 
House,  I  trust  that  there  would  still  be 
found,  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
in  a  Protestant  sovereign,  and,  above  all, 
in  the  indignant  feeling  of  a  betrayed 
people,  barriers,  amply  sufficient,  to  pro- 
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teci  tbe  Protestant  establishment!  of  the 
empire,  from  profanalion^by  sach  sacrile- 
gious hands. 

I  do  not  think,  then,  that  a  case  of  dan- 

fer  has  been  sufficiently  made  oat;  but  if 
think  there  is  no  real  danger  in  the  re- 
moval of  these  disabilities,  accompanied 
by  such  other  corresponding  regulations 
as  th$  House  may  ultimately  adopt,  I  do 
think  therOs  is  both  inconYenience  and 
danger  in  the  continaance  of  the  present 
anomalous  state  of  things.  We  have  gone 
too  far  to  stop  where  we  are;  if  it  bad 
been  intended,  for  ever,  to  debar  the  Ca- 
tholics from  any  snare  in  the  honours  of 
the  constitution,  they  have  been  too 
largely  admitted  to  its  civil  privileges ;  it 
is  not  in  human  nature  to  be  satisfied, 
when  so  near  the  attainment  of  its  wishes. 
We  cannqjt,  under  these  circumstances, 
hope  to  derive  those  advantages  from  the 
Catholics,  as  members  of  the  community^ 
which  otherwise  we  might  expect.  We  have, 
in  the  bosom  of  the  empire,  a  large  mass, 
considerable  by  its  numbers,  by  property, 
by  rank,  by  talent,  and  activity,  but  sepa- 
rate in  its  feelings,  distinct  in  its  interests, 
eircamscribed  and  cut  off  from  the  rest  of 
the  community,  by  an  in^passable.line  of 
demarcation.    Is  this  a  desirable  state  of 

.  things  ?  can  we  be  said  to  have,  at  our 
command,  the  full  natural  resources  of  the 
united  empire  ?  I  do  not  mean  to  palliate 
or  defend  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics ;  it 
has  been  most  reprehensible.  To  their 
own  violence  and  intemperance  they  may 
ascribe  many  of  the  difficulties  which 
they  still  have  to  encounter.  But  is  the 
course,  which  has  been  so  long  pursued, 
with  regard  to  them,  wise  and  beneficial 
for  the  country  ?  that  is  the  real  question 
for  the  House  to  consider.  Is  it  wise,  for 
instance,  to  say  to  any  set  of  men,  that 
they  may  enter,  it  is  true,  the  army  and 
the  navy ;  but,  whatever  may  be  the  bra- 
Tery  arid  talents  they  may  display,  how- 
ever brilliant  the  achievements  they  may 
perform,  they  must  remain  in  the  inferior 
ranks  of  the  service  ?  Can  we  hope,  from 
such  men,  the  full  stretch  of  exertion  to 
which,  by  proper  incentives,  they  might 
be  led  ?  Is  it  wise  again' to  admit  men  to 
the  profession  of  the  law  and  forbid  them 
to  aspire  to  its  honours  ?  Might  not  the 
knowledge  and  habits  of  business,  so  ac- 
quired, sometimes  be  perverted  to  mis* 
chievous  purposes  ?  might  not  the  activity 
or  ambition,  which  is  cherished  in  one  di- 

.  jectioa,  break  out  in  another  i  If  men  feel 
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that  they  cannot  hope  to  rise  to  profes- 
sional honours,  may  they  not  be  templed 
to  gratify  their  love  of  distinction  by  be* 
coming  the  leaders  of  a  faction  ?  I  do  not 
say  that  suc^  things  would,  but  undoubt- 
edly they  might  be. 

Is  it  wise  to  say  to  men  of  rank  and 
property,  who,  from  old  lineage  or  present 
possessions  have  a  deep  interest  in  the 
common  weal,  that  they  live  indeed  in  a 
country  where,  by  the  blessings  of  a  free 
constitution,  it  is  possible  for  any  maq, 
themselves  only  excepted,  by  tbe  honest 
exertions  of  talents  and  industry,  in  the 
avocations  of  political  life,  to  make  him- 
self honoured  and  respcArted  by  ^s  coun- 
trymen, and  to  render  good  service  to  tbe 
state ;  that  they  alone  can  never  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  this  career  ?  That  they 
may  indeed  usefully  employ  themselvesy 
in  the  humbler  avocations  of  private  lifo, 
but  that  public  service  they  never  can 
perform,  public  honour  they  never  shall 
attain  ?  What  we  have  lost  by  the  conti- 
nuance of  this  system,  it  is  not  for  man  to 
know.  What  we  may  have  lost  can  more 
easily  be  imagined.  If  it  had  unfortunate- 
ly happened  that  by  the  circumstances  of 
birth  and  education^  a  Nelson,  a  Welling- 
ton, a  Burke,  a  Fox,  or  a  Pitt,  had  belongs 
ed  to  this  class  of  the  community,  of  what 
honours  and  what  glory  might  not  the 
page  of  British  history  have  been  depriv- 
ed ?  To  what  perils  and  calamities  might 
not  this  country  have  been  exposed  I  The 
Question  is  not  whether  we  would  havese 
large  a  part  of  the  population  Catholic  or 
not.  There  they  are,  and  we  must  deal  with 
them  as  we  can*  It  is  in  vain  to  think 
that  by  any  human  pressure,  we  can  stop 
the  spring  which  gushes  from  the  earth. 
But  it  is  for  us  to  consider  whether  we  will 
force  it  to  spend  its  strength  in  secret  and 
hidden  courses,  undermining  our  fences, 
and  corrupting  our  soil,  or  whether  we 
shall,  at  once,  turn  the  current  into  the 
open  and  spacious  channel  of  hoaoorablt 
and  constitutional  ambition,  converting  ii 
into  tbe  means  of  national  prosperity  and 
public  wealth. 

I  shall,  therefore*  go  into  the  coQunittee 
with  an  anxious  and  sincere  desire  that 
its  deliberations  may  lead  to  some  arrange 
ment,  which  may  be  final  and  satisfactory 
on  this  sul^ti^ct.  But/ 1  shall  go  into  tlie 
committee  free  and  unfettered  by  any 
pledge,  and  holding  myself  at  liberty  to 
decide  for  myself  upon  whatever  propoat* 
tions  may  there.be  suggested. 
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Mr.  Hart  Dm$,  jan.  (member  for  Col- 
dietter)  rote  and  said : 

Sir;  Iconskter  the  opinionf  of  the  Houm, 
with  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  question^ 
to  he  divided  idto  sereral  distinct  and  se- 
parate classes.  There  are  those,  who  think 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  ask  nothing 
more  than  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  de- 
maiMl,  and  irho  are,  therefore,  desirooe  of 
going  into  a  conHnittee,  to  grant  every 
Miig  required- of  them.  Others  consider 
the  question  as  one  of  expediency  rather 
tiian  of  right,  and,  under  this  view  of  the 
sobject,  thiffik  it  poHlical  and  advisable  lo 
grant  the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  under 
••fficieni  secBrities  to  the  church  and  the 
constitution.  These  honourable  gentlemen 
are  deeirous  of  going  into  a  committee,  at 
aU  events,  urging  that,  when  the  House 
has  cone  to  this  determination,  it  will  be 
soenwhat  secoritiee  the  Catholics  are  wil- 
Img  to  Rrant,  and  if  these  appear  to  the 
Hoese  not  sufficient,  it  will  then  be  time 
to  vefase  their  petition.  There  appear  to 
Ito  those  also  who  think  that,  by  going 
ikiio  a  committee,  and  by  giving  the  sub- 
jec*  every  requisite  consideration,  they 
should  amply  prove,  to  the  Catholics,  that 
they  are  not  actuated  by  any  blind  preju- 
cKces;  in  revising  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of 
kbeir  petition,  and  that,  by  this  ample  in- 
restigBition,  they  should  be  able  to  sh^w 
tibe  Catholics  themselves  the  impractica- 
MHty  of  the  measike  so  clearly,  as  to  put 
ttter  qoeetion  finally  at  rest. 

There  is*  yet  another  class,  difiMng 
kom  m\\  4ie  rest,  in  the  main  question 
mder  consideration,  that  of  going  into  a 
Tommittee.  They  agree  indeed  witb 
Jtoee,  wbo  wish  to  canvass  the  claims^ 
«iher  on  the  plea  of  expediency  than  of 
4gllt:  but  frorarthfs  slight  agreement  of 
irentiees,  the  conclusion  they  arrive  at  is 
^dely  difierent;  for  they  consider  the 
frant,  so  entirely  inexpedient,  that,  even 
lie  agitation  of  the  subject  i»unadvisable. 

To  these  who  conceive  the  Catholics  to 
»e  denmnding  only  what  they  have  a  right 
^  deniand;  that  their  birthright  is,  Mid 
las  been,  unjustly  detained  m>m  them ; 
hat,  in  fact,  without  this  emancipation,  as 
t  is  called,  the  Catholics  are  virtually 
•nly  a  species  of  slaves, — I  can  Only  state, 
hat  my  opinions  are  directly  opposed  to 
heirs.  Indeed  a 'right  bon.  gentleman, 
rboee  ability  has  been  so  generally  com- 
•linnented,  whose  argumentatire  eloquence 
o  asloniahed  the  House,  on  the  first  night*)! 
ebate,  refused  to  concur  in  many  of  the 
iolettt  arguments,  urged-  by  those,  wbo 
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spoke  on  the  same  sids  of  flie  questioM 
with  himself.  He  has  refiised  to  concur 
in  the  doctrine,  that  securities  ar*e  not  to  b# 
required  from  the  Catholics.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  has  agreed  to  the  right  and  ne-y 
cessity  of  demanding  just  and  strong  secu« 
rities  for  the  establishment,  in  return  fof 
the  proposed  grant. 

This  weuM  lead  me  to  consider  the  opi« 
nions  off  those,  who  seem  inclined  to  vote  fotf 
going  into  a  committee ;  some,  without  any 
expectation  of  being  able  to  carry  tbat  vote 
farther,  whilst  others  are  desirous  that  the 
claims  should  be  only  partially  conceded, 
and  who  expect  that  the  Catholics  may  be 
induced  to  agree  to  the  establishment  of 
those  safeguards  necessary  to  be  obtained 
in  the  execution  of  the  projected  measure* 
To  these  gentlemen  I  appeaffor  a  candid, 
fmr  a  fovourable  hearing.  These  I  intreat  to 
weigh  well  the  importance  of  the  step  the/ 
are  about  to  take ;  to  approach  With  cau<«> 
tion,  the  precipice,  near  which  they  stand. 

Many  of  those,  desirous  of  going  into  a 
committee,  ai^  by  no  means  sanguine  in 
their  expectations  of  a  final  adjustment. 
Many  there  are  who  think  with  me,  tha» 
the  CathoHcs,  enconraged  by  their  elo- 
quent advocates  in  this  House,  relying  on 
the  entire  right,  wbich  th^y  have  been 
taugEt  to  consider  as  attached  to  their 
cause,  will  refuse  to  retract  any  of  theiv 
demands;  will  determine  to  be  satisfied 
with  nothing  short  of  the  whole.  Should 
this  be  the  case  (and  I  firmly  believe  that, 
if  ever  the  House  is  induced  bo  go  into  a 
committee,  on  this  subject,  it  will  prove  to 
be  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  th^  Ca- 
tholics) what  would  be  the  conduct  of 
those  honourable  gentlemen  to  whom  X 
have  immediately  alluded  ?  Unquestion- 
ably they  will  see  the  necessity  of  with* 
holding  the  grant,  which,  they  before  con* 
sidered,  might  possibly  be  made.  Finding 
themselves  deceived  ib  their  expectations, 
they  wonld  immediately  see  the  propriety 
of  voting  against  the  folfilment  of  »  mea- 
sure, for  the  coni^deration  of  which  they 
had  before  given  their  sufihtge.  One  ad* 
vantage  certainly  might  arise  out  Of  going 
into  the  proposed  committee.  The  coun- 
try might  then  see  that  the  Catholics  would 
be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  the  whole 
of  their  demands;  so  plainly,  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  all  future  discussion  would  be  ob- 
viated, because  it  would  manifestly  be  use* 
less.  This  trifling  advantage,  however, 
would  be  infinitely  overbalanced' by  the 
evils,  which  would  arise  out  of  the*  mea- 
sure.   The  Catholici^  who  are  now  eager 
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and  sanguine  in  their  expeciations^  would^ 
on  the  House  going  into^a  committee,  be 
satisfied  of  their  ultimate  success.  They 
would  have  gained  one  important  step,  for 
which  they  ha?e  so  long  been  labouring 
in  vain.  Hope,  already  raised  to  expec- 
tation, would  instantly  be  increased  to 
ideal  certainty*  They  would  consider  the 
Rubicon  as  passed,  and  retreat,  on  the 
part  of  parliament,  impracticable;  and  if 
they  are  now  unwilling  to  concede  any 
fevourite  point,  is  it  probable  that,  buoyed 
up  by  a  partial  success,  relying  on  a  fan- 
cied security,  they  will  suddenly  become 
more  humble  or  more  conciliating?  If  it 
is  now  adduced  as  an  argument,  in  favour 
of  the  claims,  that  it  were  unsafe  to  refuse 
them,  with  bow  much  greater  force  would 
It  be  urged,  when  the  expectations  of  the 
Catholics  have  been  raised  to  a  higher 
pitch,  and  consequently  when  a  refusal 
would  rouse  sensations  doubly  bitter  f 

I  am  not  now  addressing  myself  to  those 
honourable  gentlemen,  who  are  willing 
to  go  all  lengths;  who  think  every  thing 
should  be  conceded,  without  security,  to 
the  Catholic  claimants.  To  such  person^, 
indeed,  every  such  argument  would  be  an 
inducement  to  go  into  the  Committee,  in 
order  that  expectation  might  be  raised, 
amongst  the  Catholics,  to  the  highest 
pitch ;  because  they  know  that,  in  this 
case,  their  wishes  would  be  more  nearly 
accomplished,  that  arguments,  at  present 

•  urged,  on  the  plea  of  expediency,  might 
then  assume  the  dictatorial  tone  of  stem 
necessity.  They  might  then  say,  "  Thus 
lar  have  you  gone,  recede  now  at  your 
peril."  To  sucn  persons  therefore,  it  is 
ipaturally  seen,  that  I  do  not  address  my- 
self. I  rais^  my  voice,  humble  as  it  is,  to 
caution  those  who  have  not  determined  to 
allow  unlimited  concessions,  or  those  who 
have  npt  m»6e  up  their  minds  on  any  con- 

/  cessipn  whatever,  against  running  blindly 
into  a  measure,  theconsequences  of  which 
•  they  have,  perhaps,  not  fully  considered. 
In  avoiding  Scylla  they  should  take  care 
lest  they  be  hurried  into  Charybdis.  In 
endeavouring  to  conciliate  the  Catholics 
they  should  at  least  beware  of  forging  a 
weapon,  whjch  might  be  turned  against 
themselves,  the  moqient  they  endeavour 
to  stop,  thinking  concession  had  gone  far 
enough.  They  should  at  least  ascertain 
that  the  Catholics  would  be  fully  satisfied, 
with  the  grant  proposed,  before  they  com-' 
Bience  conceding;  for  is  it  to  be  supposed 
that  men,  whose  disaffection  is,  at  this 
moment^  said  to  bo  apprehended  by  their 


friends,  if  some  measure  is  not  brought  for- 
ward in  their  favour,  would*  fail  to  urge 
their  claims,  in  the  same  powerful  manner, 
whenever  they  choose  to  demand  tlio 
completion  of  their  wishes  ?  If,  therefore, 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  whenev^  a 
claim  is  refused  from  this  quarter  (and  ail 
those  eyen  who  are  moderate  friends  of  the 
Catholics,  agree  that  a  stand  most  be  node 
somewhere)  the  House  will  do  well  to 
meet  it  boldly,  in  the  outset.  They  ahooU 
stem  the  torrent  near  its  source,  lest^  by 
the  prolongation  of  iu  course,  it  shonld 
increase  in  rapidity,  in  size  and  in  power. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  urged,  that,  going 
into  a  committee,*  is,  in  itself,  conceding 
nothing;  that,  in  fact,  it  is  only  consider* 
ing  whether  concession  should  be  iBode  or 
not.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that 
this  step  is  one,  for  which  the  Catholics 
and  their  supporters  have  long  been  efto- 
tually  contending.  It  is  the  first  atone  Of  ^ 
the  building ;.  it  is  an  outwork  of  the  forti- 
fication, the  taking  of  which,  altboogb  it 
may  not  ensure  the  overthrow,  at  least 
endfangers  the  security  of  the  citadel^  U 
those,  who  have  not  made  up  their  minds 
for  unlimited  concession,  or  if  those,  who 
have  not  determined  on  any  concession  to 
the  Catholics,  should  now  vote  for  going 
into  a  committee,  the  one,  in  the  yagoe 
idea  of  producing  a  reciprocity  of  conces- 
sion, on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  the 
other  hoping  to  conciliate  them  by  a  more 
candid  examination  of  their  claims,  the 
former  may  find,  too  late,  that  partial  con- 
cessions are  only  the  stepping- stone  to 
further  exactions — the  latter,  that  the  en- 
couragement of  expectation,  when  it  is  not 
finally  realized,  instead  of  conciliattoa, 
produces  an  increase  of  animosity,  Itrost, 
therefore,  that  the  former  will  not  msb 
into  a  committee,  with  so  liule  prospect  of 
arriving  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  whilst 
the  latter  will  hardly  be  so  infatuated  as  to 
assist  the  plans  of  their  opponenu,  by 
agreeing  to  go  into  this  proposed  commit* 
tee,  in  the  vain  and  weak  hope  of  satisfy- 
mg  the  Catholics,  by  a  mere  momentary 
shew  of  acquiescence. 

Mr.  Hemy  La$ceUcs — Sir,  tho  snbfec^ 
now  under  discussion,  has  been  so  fully 
debated,  for  several  years,  that  I  shall  con- 
fine my  observations  solely  to  what  ap- 
pears, to  me,  to  be  the  resuft.  The  Hoose 
is  now  required  to  go  into  a  committee, 
with  a  view  to  a  conciliatory  adjustment  oC 
the  Catholic  claims ;  but  before  lean-con- 
sent to  go  into  a  committee^  some  ||dracti* 
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cal  plan  mail  be  shewn..  NotwiibBtand- 
4ng  this  subject  has  been  so  long  under 
consideration,  it  does  not  appear,  at  this 
moment,  that  any  such  plan  is  in  exis- 
tence. Three  propositions,  howeveri  seem 
to  be  established :  namely,  that  all  parties 
in  the  House  agree  that  securities  ought  to 
be  given  to  our  establishments ;  that  the 
Catholics  have  distinctly  declared,  that 
they  will  not  agree  to  grant  such  securities; 
and  that  no  one  individual,  in  the  House, 
has  reasonable  ground  for  concluding,  that 
any  saiisfi^tory  arrangement  qan  be  made, 
in  the  committee. 

It  has  been  stated  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  by  an  hon.  member,  whose  autho- 
rity upon  this  subject  is  great,  that  use 
has  been  made  of  the  Catholic  question  in 
Ireland,  by  the  disaffected,  and  those  who 
^sh  to  render  it  instrumental  towards  the 
disunion  of  the  two  countries.  I  must  4»b- 
•erve,  that  I  should  have  considered  a  di^* 
claimer  of  such  proceedings,  by  the  sound 
part  of  the  Catholics,  as  indicatory  of  a 
conciliatory  disposition.;  \  could  have 
-wished  that  such  disclaimer  had  taken 
place.  For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  foresee 
jmy  circamstance,  which  can  ever  induce 
«ne  to  agree  to  refer  the  consideration 
of  this  great  question  to  a  committee,  before 
some  specific  plan  shall  be  oflered,  upon 
which  the  committee  shall  act. 

I  feel  the  greatest  respect  for  the  Ca« 
tholic  body,  and  shall  be  as  forward  as 
any  man  in  the  House,  to  assist  in  reliev- 
ing  them  from  any  real  grievances  of 
which  they  may  have  to  complain;  so 
far  as  I  may  be  enabled  to  do  so  without 
risking  essential  principles  of  the  coostitu- 
^  tion ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  satis- 
factory mode  of  e&cting  these  points,  is 
to  discuss  them  in  the  shape  of  bills. 

Much  has  been  said  upon  the  subject  of 
the  numerous  petitions,  which  have  been 
presented  to  the  House,  against  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics,  and  I  own  myself  asto- 
nished at  the  doctrines  now  laid  down  by 
those  very  gentlemen,  who,  only  a  few 
months  ago,  were  foremost  in  declaring, 
|hat,  when  the  public  mind  is  agitated, 
great  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the 
manner  in  which  petitioners  may  express 
themselves ;  but  it  now  appears  that  this 
liberality  is  meant  to  attach  upon  those 
only  who  agree  with  them  in  sentiment. 
Mot  only  the  petitioners  have,  upon  this 
occasion,  incurred  the  disapprobation  of 
(hose  honourable  gentlemen,  but  the 
^hole  body  of  the  clergy,  because  they 
have  been  foopd  acti? e  in  conscientiously 


endeavouring  to  support  and  maintain 
the  ecclesiastical  establishmente  of  this 
country. 

Impressed  as  I  am  with  the  convic;ion 
that  no  satisfactory  result  will  arise  from 
goin^  into  a  committee,  in  the  preseiit 
disposition  of  the  Catholtci,  as  evinced  by 
the  resolutions  and  proceedings,  lately 
adopted,  and  published,  by  that  body ; 
and  as  no  specific  plan  has-been  offered, 
for  the  adoption  of  the  committee,  which 
seems  calculated  to  satisfy  either  the  Ca- 
tholics or  the  Protestants,  I  feel  m;^self 
compelled  to  give  my  decided  opposition 
to  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

At  two  o'clock  nn  the  morning  the 
House,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ponsonby, 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tlietdoy,  Maroh2. 

Lettbr  from  the  Princess  of  WALEt 
TO  THE  Spbaker.!  Immediately  upon 
the  meeting  of  the  House, 

The  ^foiker  rose,  and  sUted,  that  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  inform  the  House, 
that  he  had  received  yesterday,  while 
seated  in  the  chair  of  that  House,  a  Letter, 
purporting  to  come  from  her  royal  high- 
ness the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  which  it 
was  expressed  to  be  her  wish  should  be 
communicated  to  the  House.  The  Letter, 
however,  being  without  date,  and  having 
been  delivered  to  one  of  the  messengers 
at  the  door  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  did 
not  think  that  it  came  to  his  hands  in  such 
an  authenticated  form  as  warranted  him 
in  laymg  it  before  the  Honse.  This  day 
he  had  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  as- 
certain whether  the  Letter  wi^s  authen* 
tic  or  not,  and  from  those  enquiries, 
and  from  a  letter  which  he  had  this  day 
received  from  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  acknowledging  that 
the  letter  of  yesterday  came  from  her,  and 
enclosing  a  duplicate  of  it,  he  had  now  no 
longer  any  reason  to  doubt  the  Letter's 
being  authentic.  With  the  permission  of 
the  House,  therefore,  he  should  now,  if  it 
was  their  pleasure,  read  the  Letter  he  had 
received  this  day,  with  the  duplicate  of  the 
Letter  of  yesterday  inclosed  in  it. 

The  Letter  of  this  day,  and  its  inclo- 
sure,  were  then  read,  as  follow : 

«'  Montague  Houte,  Blaekkeaikf 
March  Qd,  mS. 
**  The  Princess  of  Wales  by  her  own  de- 
sire, as  well  as  by  the  advice  of  her  cou»> 
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•e]^  did  yesterday  trtnsmii  to  Mr.  Speikcr 
m  Letter  which  she  was  aDzioos  should 
have  been  read  without  delay  to  the  Hoasa 
of  Commons,  and  the  Princess  requests 
that  the  said  Letter  may  he  read  this  very 
day  to  the  House  of  Conunons :— the 
Princess  of  Wales  encloses  Mr.  Speaker  a 
duplicate  of  the  Letter  alluded  to. 
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om 


.    ''  Maruague  House,  Biackheath, 
March  1st,  1813. 

"  The  Princess  of  Wales  informs  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  she  has  received  from  the 
lord  Tiscounk  Sidmoutb  a  copy  of  a  Re- 
port made  to  bis  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  by  a  certain  number  of  the 
members  of  his  Majesty's  privy-council, 
to  whom  it  appears  that  bis  Royal  High- 
ness had  been  advised  to  refer  the  consi- 
devition  of  documents  and  other  evidence 
mpecting  her  character  and  conduct 

"  The  Report  is  of  such  a  nature  that 
her  Royal  Highness  feels  persuaded  no 
person  can  read  it  without  considering  it 
as  conveying  aspersions  upon  her  ^  and  al- 
though their  vagueness  renders  it  imposr 
f  ible  to  discover  precisely  what  is  meant, 
or  even  what  she  has  been  charged  with, 
yet  as  the  Princess  feels  conscious  of  no 
offence  whatever,  she  thinks  it  due  to  her- 
self,  to  the  illustrious  Houses  with  which 
f  he  is  connected  by  blood  and  by  mar- 
riage, and  to  the  people  among  wbosa  she 
holds  so  distinguished  a  rank,  not  to  ac- 
quiesce for  a  moment  under  any  imputa- 
tions affecting  her  honour. 

"  The  Princess  of  Wales  has  not  beetf 
permitted  to  know  upon  what  evidence 
the  members  of  the  privy  council  pro- 
ceeded, still  less  to  be  beard  in  her  de- 
fence. She  knew  only  by  common  ru- 
mour of  the  enquiries  which  they  have 
been  carrying  on^  until  the  result  of  those 
inquiries  was  communicated  to  her ;  and 
•be  baa  no  means  now  of  knowing  whe- 
ther the  members  acted  as  a  body  to 
whom  she  can  appeal  for  redress,  at  least 
for  a  hearing,  or  only  in  their  individual 
i:apacities,  as  persons  selected  to  make  a 
report  upon  her  conduct :  the  Princess  is 
therefore  compelled  to  throw  herself  upon 
(te  wisdom  and  justice  oC  parliament,  and 


to  desire  that  the  falleat  investigatioo  may 
be  instituted  oi  her  whole  eottdact  daruig 
the  period  of  her  residence  in  this  coun- 
try. The  Princess  fears  no  scrutiny,  how- 
ever strict,  provided  she  may  be  tried  by 
impartial  judges  known  to.tbe  constitatio«b 
and  in  the  fair  and  open  manner  wbiob  tlM 
law  of  the  land  prescribes. 

''  Her  only  desire  is  that'she  may  either 
be  treated  as  innocent,  orproTed  to  be 
guilty. 

"  Hie  Princess  of  Wales  desires  Hf> 
Speaker  to  communicate  this  letter  to  the 
House  of  Commons.'' 

After  a  short  pause,  without  any  incli- 
nation being  evinced  on  the  part  of  any 
other  member  to  address  the  House, 

Mr.  Wkkhread  observed,  that  tbe  ielta 
vbich  bad  been  just  read  hy  the  Speaker, 
fiould  not  fai7,  not  only  to  interest  every 
person  who  bad  heard  it,  but  to  appear  S# 
aH  to  be  of  such  importance  as  to  reqaira 
tbe  immediate  attentton  of  tbe  Houss^ 
lie  apprehended  ii  was  ioMosaible  that 
sdoh  a  communication  could  be  made 
from  so  high  a  quarter,  and  suffered  t» 
pass  with  being  simply  read,  tn  aileooe. 
He  had  vraited  until  a  noble  lord  opposite^ 
a  minister  of  state,  one  of  the  conftdential 
servants  of  the  crown,  wben  ber  royal 
highness  the  Princess  of  Wales's  eondact 
was  formerly  taken  into  consideratioii,  by 
that  part  of  bis  Majesty's  most  bonoorabie 
privy  council,  particularly  and  popularly 
designated  under  the  name  of  tbe  Cabinaiy 
and  who  most  have  been  one  of  that  bad^ 
of  privy  counsellors,  to  whom  tbe  oonii* 
deration  of  her  Royal  Highness's  condaat 
had  recently  been  submitted  -—  he  Imd 
waited  until  be  saw  that  noble  lord  lake 
his  place  (an  intimation,  as  he  preeamed, 
that  it  was  not  that  noble  lord's  iateatioii 
to  make  any  proposition  on  tbe  subject), 
before  he  had  risen  to  address  tbe  Chair. 
Not  seeing  any  other  hon*  member  die*  * 
posed  to  proceed  in  the  business,  be 
ed  to  ask  the  noble  lord,  whether  it 
his  intention  to  call  the  farther  atteotiott 
of  the  House  to  ber  Royal  HigtiiicM^ 
Letter. 

Lord  CoMtkfeagh  replied,  that  no  perMtt 
could  feel  more  thoroughly  than  hionelf 
the  importance  and  deKcacv  of  tbe  pre- 
sent subject.  But,  as  a  notice  was  enlar* 
ed  in  the  order  book,  of  a  motioii  at  aa 
farther  distant  period  than  the  dav  aAcf 
to-morroW|  relathra  to  ber  royal  kigfaadli^ 
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tb»  Princtss  df  W»lei|  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  to  b%  neocstary,  at  presem,  to  enter  on 
tbt  tranaaction  alivded  to.  Whateyerde* 
iioacy  be  might  entertain  on  tbe  subject, 
when  the  proper  day  should  arrive  necee* 
eity  might  probabiy  impose  on  him  the 
obligation  of  fully  explaining  all  the  c'n* 
oumstaaces  of  the  case.  But  he  trusted 
that  the  House  would  agree  with  him  that 
he  had  fulfiUod  his  public  duty  in  not  an* 
ticipating  the  expected  discussion. 


[986 


Mr.  Whitfftread  enquired  if  the  hon. 
'member  who  had  given  the  notice  (Mr. 
Cochrane  Johnstone)  was  in  the  House. 
If  so,  he  trusted  that  he  would  enter  into 
some  explanation  on~  the  subject.  The 
Letter  which  had  been  read  by  the 
Speaker,  avowedly  originated  with  her 
royal  highness  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
The  hon.  member  who  had  given  notice 
of  a  motion  relative  to  her  Royal  High^ 
ness,  could  alone  say  whether  he  was  au** 
iborised  by,  or  whether  he  acted  in  con- 
currence with  her  ftoyal  Highness.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  apprehended  not.  As  it  ap- 
peared that  the  hon.  member  was  not  in 
the  House,  it  m'igbt  be  expedient,  that 
when  he  came,  he  should  be  requested  to 
declare  whether  his  motion  was  or  was 
not  founded  on  any  understanding  with 
ber  Royal  Highness.  If  the  hon.  member 
should  state  that  he  had  no  authority  from 
ker  Royal  Highness,  it  would  then  be  for 
the  House  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of 
taking  her  Royal  Highness's  communica* 
tion  into  their  most  serious  and  deliberate 
consideration  (as  he  trusted  ihey  would), 
independently  of  a  notice  with  which  it 
would  appear  to  be  wholly  unconnected. 
Here  the  comrersation  dropped. 

Mr.  Gkattan's  Motion  ro%  a  Coh- 
■iTTBB  on  trb  Claims  o^  thb  Roman 
Catrolics-^-Adjournbo  Dbbatb.]  The 
House,  according  to  order,  resumed  the 
ikljourned  Debate  upon  the  molion  made 
.upon  Thursday  last,  ''That  this  House 
virtll  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Hotise,  to  take  into  its  most  serious 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Laws  afiect* 
ibg  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a  view 
to  such  a  final  and  conciliatory  adjust- 
sneot  as  may  be  conducive  to  the  peace 
Mid  strength  of  the  united'  kingdoms,  to 
the  stabilifcy  of  tbe  Protestant  establish- 
ment,  and  to  the  general  salisfhction  and 
ectticord  of  alt  ctasies  of  im  Majesty's  sttb- 
jeets^** 


Sir  Henry  Pamelt  rose  and  addressed 
the  House  as  follows : 

Sir ;  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  who  spoke  second  in  the  debate 
last  night  (Mr.  Pole),  was  not  less  credit* 
able  to  him  for  its  candour  and  sincerity, 
than  deserving  tbe  attention  of  the  House, 
inasmuch  as  be  is  a  most  competent  wit* 
ness  to  all  the  leading  points  of  the  ques^ 
tion.  He  has  said  that  the  whole  Catho^ 
lie  body,  even  the  very  poorest  of  them> 
are  anxious  for  emancipation;  that  the 
sense  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  is  in 
favour  of  it,  and  that  we  are  now  come  la 
that  point,  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
knowledge  and  riches  of  the  Catholics,  at 
which  we  must  make  up  our  minds,  either 
to  concede  what  they  ask,  or  to  re-enact 
the  penal  code  and  prepare  for  a  rebellion* 

A  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Ryder) 
has,  like  many  others  who  preceded  htm, 
founded  his  opposition,  in  a  great  degree^ 
upon  the  language  and  resolutions  of  tbe 
Catholic  board*  If,  however/ there  were 
any  thing,  in  that  language,  expressing 
soreness  under  grievance,  or  impatience  to 
obtain  redress,  the  Catholics  have  learnt  it 
from  your  own  history.  If  their  lansuage 
has  been  violent  or  intemperate,  H  iM 
been  taught  them,  either  by  the  doctrtoe 
or  the  example,  certainly  by  the  provoca* 
tion  of  their  opponents.  But  great  allow* 
ances  should  be  made  for  the  circnnH 
stances  of  irritation,  under  which  thii 
board  was  formed,  the  circular  letter  of 
the  Irish  Secretary  ;  tbe  proclamation  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  the  arrest  of  lord 
Fingal ;  the  trials  of  the  delegates ;  aad 
tbe  speech  of  the  Attorney  General,  im^ 
puting  treasonable  intentions  to  the  whole 
Catholic  body.  But  the  circumstance 
which  should  be  most  attended  to,  occur*' 
red  immediately  prior  to  the  resolutions^ 
which  are  the  most  condemned-^the  ne» 
gociation  for  forming  a  new  administra^ 
tion,  which  continued  a  whole  month,  and 
the  Regent^s  having  acceded  to  tbe  emao- 
cipation  of  the  Catholics,  as  a  part  of  the 
basis  of  the  proposed  arrangements. 

The  Catholics  must  have  been  more 
than  men,  to  have  borne  tfie  result  of  k, 
the  restoration  of  their  opponents  to 
power,  in  silence  and  satisfaction.  Bel 
whatever  n>ay  have  been  the  improprtety 
of  the  language  of  tbe  CathoHcs,  it  hae 
nothing  to  say  to  the  question ;  we  are 
not  to  legislate  upon  this  local  and  narrovir 
view  oJF  the  svibjeet,  but  vpon  those  greal 
principlea  of  wisdoea  end  jostioe,  wbkb 
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directed  attacks  of  an  boo.  baronet  (sir  J« 
Cox  Hippisley).  But  now  we  bave« 
again,  imposed  upon  us  tbe  task  of  retiun- 
ing  a  discusfion  of  antiquated  doctrines 
and  exploded  calumnies,  of  tbat  nibbiab, 
as  it  was  called  by  Mr.  Burke,  that  nai- 
sance,  which  he  supposed  to  have  been 
remored,  even  when  writing^  in  I7d3  ;  of 
those  accusations,  which,  even  the  corpo> 
ration  of  the  Protestant  charter  schools  in 
Ireland  have  abandoned,  by  suppressing 
the  catechism  which  taught  them  ;  of 
those  doctrines  which  lord  Liverpool  dis- 
claimed in  1810,  and  which  Mr.  Perceval 
allowed,  in  his  last  speech  on  this  subject, 
were  never,  in  any  degree,  the  grounda  of 
his  opposition. 

All  this  we  were  again  called  upon  to 
re-argue,  when  this  debate  began ;  but  it 
would  appear  that  we  have  once  more 
gained  our  advanced  position ;  for  the  ar- 
guments, which  hafve  already  been  ad- 
vanced, have  put  to  flight  the  whole  bench 
of  ministers,  who  seem  unwilling,  any 
longer,  to  hear  what  may  be  said  in  fa- 
vour of  the  motioOji  because  thev  are 
utterly  incompetent  to  answer  or  refute  it. 

If  we  examine  what  the  causes  are» 
which  have  given  so  much  confidence  to 
those  who  have  lately  revived  a  clamour 
against  the  Catholics,  we  may  discover  the 
Jons  ei  origo  mali,  by  referring  to  tbe  his- 
tory of  the  last  thirteen  months.  The  se- 
condary causes  have  been  the  Charges  of 
reverend  prelates,  and  the  activity  of  the 
inferior  clergy. 

It  seems,  the  bishop  of  Lincoln  has  con- 
sidered the  church  to  be  in  such  imminent 
danger,  as  to  justify  him  in  delivering  to 
his  clergy,  at  a  triennial  visiiation,  what, 
to  some,  may  appear,  a  bad  political 
pamphlet,  in  place  of  a  pious  and  religions 
Charge, — a  pamphlet  full  of  unfounded 
statements,  exaggerated  inferences,  and 
inaccurate  quotations  ;  charg'mg,  on  the 
whole  body  of  Catholics,  the  profession  of 
principles,  incompatible  with  their  duty 
as  good  subjects;  and  calling  the  rebel- 
lion of  1798,  a  Catholic  rebellion.  If  si- 
milar charges  had  been  brought  against  an 
individual  Catholic,  the  consequences 
must  have  been  the  conviction  of  the 
reverend  prelate  for  a  libel.  That  this 
must  have  been  the  case  is  evident,  from 
the  fate,  which  befel  a  work,  entitled  a 
«'  Fair  Representation  of  the  Political  State 
of  Ireland.''  The  author  of  which  did 
try  the  experiment,  of  making  sinular 
charges  against  a  Catholic  |^Ueman  of 
tbe  uane  of  Latin.    Mr.  Latin  bronglu  an 


direct  us  to  take  the  whole  of  the  case 
tinder  our  consideration,  and  adopt  one 
general  and  comprehensive  measure. 

A  right  hon.  member  (Mr.  Rj'der)  has 
asserted  that  the  sense  of  the  people  is 
decidedly  hostile  to  the  Catholics;  but 
this  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case  from 
the  Petitions.  Four  counties  only  have 
met  by  public  requisition  ;  one  of  these, 
Cornwall,  has  said  that  enquiry  ought  to 
be  gone  into ;  and  another,  Wiltshire,  re^ 
fused  to  oppose  the  Catholics.  Nine 
counties  have  sent  only  one  Petition  each, 
from  one  town  in  each ;  three  counties 
hare  sent  two ;  three  counties  have  sent 
three ;  and  two  counties  more  than  four, 
from  towns  within  them,  signed  by  the 
laity.  Twenty-three  Petitions  come  from 
corporations.  From  twenty  English  coun- 
ties, five  Welsh  counties,  and  all  Scotland, 
there  is  not  one  Petition  from  the  laity. 
The  just  inference,  therefore,  is,  that  the 
sense  of  the  people  is  decidedly  in  favour 
of  the  Catholics.  Of  the  manner  in  which 
these  Petitions  have  been  obtained,  it  is 
only  requisite  to  call  to  tbe  recollection 
of  the  House,  that  the  Third  Part  of  the 
Statement  of  the  Penal  Laws  was  read,  and 
believed  to  be  an  authentic  work,  during 
the  whole  time  that  these  Petitions  were 
preparing  and  deciding  upon.  In  regard 
to  the  matter  contained  in  them,  this  is  of 
much  more  serious  importance,  as  it  in- 
dicts a  whole  community  of  professing 
treasonable  principles,  and  teaches  the 
people  of  England  to  form  false  notions  of 
the  nature  of  the  constitution.  By  so 
doing,  it  leads  them  astray,  from  taking  a 
right  Course,  in  case  its  safety  should 
really  be  endangered  by  an  attempt  to 
snbvert  it. 

But  before  entering  on  any  examina- 
tion of  the  contents  of  these  Petitions,  it  is 
fit  to  enquire  whence  the  necessity  arises, 
of  again  discussing  the  obnoxious  tenets 
which  are  imputed  to  the  Catholics. 
Every  one,  who  was  present  at  the  debate, 
when  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) made  his  motion,  last  session,  must 
well  remember  that  the  only  point  at 
issue  was,  whether  or  not  any  conditions 
should  be  annexed  to  the  concession  ?  The 
House  would  not  have  listened  to  any 
member,  who  might  have  wished  to  revive 
these  charges.  A  right  hon.  and  learned 
doctor  seemed  to  have  made  his  dying 

Speech,  in  the  preceding  debate  on  the 
atholic  Petition.  He  bad  actually  re- 
tired from  the  contest,  as  if  wholly  and  foi^ 
•Ter  overthrown  by  the  incessant  and  well 
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action  against  the  publisher,  Mr.  Wright : 
lord  Kenyon  told  the  jury  it  was  an  atro- 
ciou^  libel,  and  5001,  damages  were  given 
to  Mr.  Latin.  If  the  crime  of  libel  con- 
sists, in  its  tendency  to  disturb  the  public 
peace,  how  much  more  deserving  of  pu* 
nishment  is  the  reverend  prelate,  for  having 
directed  his  Charge  agamst  a  whole  peo- 
ple ?  But  though  the  laws  may  be  ina- 
dequate to  reach  the  precise  description 
of  oftence,  which  he  has  committe'i,  is  the 
reverend  prelate  to  escape  with  perfect 
impunity  ?  We  are  told  that  parliament, 
in  such  cases,  may  interfere  and  provide 
for  their  defect ;  would  it  not  then  be  but 
common  justice  to  the  Catholics,  to  make 
this  publication  of  the  reverend  prelate 
the  subject  of  a  distinct  motion  ? 

Of  the  several  petitions,  which  have 
been  laid  upon  the  table,  many  of  which 
have  evidently  been  framed  on  the  model 
of  this  reverend  prelate's  Charge,  there  is 
one  which  peculiarly  deserves  attention  : 
—that  from  the  town  of  Huddersfield,  in 
which  a  rev.  Mr.  Coates  took  a  leading  part. 
This  petition  contains  a  paragraph  stating 
that  the  Catholics  hold  it  to  be  a  praise- 
worthy act  to  murder  a  heretic ;— a  more 
unfounded,  a  more  uncharitable,  or  a 
niore  unprincipled  accusation  never  was 
advanced  by  an^r  other  body  of  men.  Such 
a  petition,  containing  such  a  charge,  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  lie  on  the  table, 
without  further  examination ;  for  if  t|;ie 
charge  could,  by  any  possibility,  be  true, 
it  is  due  to  the  public  to  provide  against 
the  danger  which  threatens  the  state  :  but 
if  it  is  false,  then  it  is  due  to  the  Catholics 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  exposing 
it.  If  the  House  should  take  no  further 
notice  of  it,  it  would  lend  its  sanction  to 
converfing  the  right  of  petitioning,  into  a 
ready  instrument  of  calumny  and  defama* 
tion. 

The  cry  of  the  danger  of  the  church  is 
not  now  set  on  foot  for  the  first  time,  by 
the  clergy  of  this  country.  Such  an  oc- 
currence took  place  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne  :  in  that  reign,  both  Houses  of  parlia* 
ment  took  up  the  subjectand  voted  that  the 
church  was  not  in  danger,  and  addressed 
the  queen  to  punish  the  authors  of  the 
scandalous  reports,  and  publications, 
which  were  then  forced  into  circulation. 
Bishop  Burnet  gives  the  following  account 
of  what  passed  in  parliament  on  Uiat  occa- 
sion: 

*'  On  the  day  appointed  we  were  all 
made  to  believe,  that  we  should  hear  many 
frightful   things;    bat    our  expectations 


were  not  answered ;  some  spoke  of  danger 
from  the  presbytery,  that  was  settled  in 
Scotland ;  some  spoke  of  the  absence  of 
the  next  successor ;  some  reflected  on  the 
ocdi^sional  Bill,  that  was  rejected  in  that 
Jloose,  &c. 

"  In  opposition  to  all  this  it  was  said, 
that  the  church  was  safer  now  than  ever  it 
had  been :  The  toleration  had  softened 
the  temper  of  the  dissenters  and  they  con* 
curred  zealously  in  serving  all  the  ends  of 
the  government,  &c«— In  one  respect  it 
was  acknowledged  the  church  was  in 
danger ;  there  was  an  evil  spirit  and  vim- 
lent  temper  spread  among  the  clergy: 
there  were  many  indecent  sermons 
preached  on  public  occasions.  This  was 
a  danger  created  by  those  very  men,  who 
filled  the  nation  with  an  outcry  against 
imaginary  ones,  whilst  their  own  conduct 
produced  real  and  threatening  dan^pers.''* 

This  state  of  things  every  unprejudiced 
mind  must  allow  to  be  extremely  applica- 
ble to  the  present  day  ;  may  it  be  deeply 
reflected  upon,  and  produce  its  proper  in- 
fluence in  causing  those  to  repent,  who  have- 
been  so  forward  in  calling  into  action  the 
worst  and  most  dangerous  passions  of  man- 
kind. 

The  observations,  which  had  been  made 
by  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke) 
in  regard  to  marriages,  are  not  correct ; 
for  no  difficulty  whatever  prevails  in  Ira- 
land,  in  consequence  of  the  mixed  reli« 
gions  of  that  country.  To  proTe  this  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  quote  the  Statement  of 
the  Penal  Laws ;  to  this  work,  as  one  of 
high  legal  and  practical  authority,  on  such 
a  point,  no  objection  can  be  made,  what- 
ever some  persons  may  think  proper  to 
say,  in  regard  to  its  general  political  cha- 
racter. 

The  author  of  it  says,— r"  The  marriages 
of  Catholics  by  Catholic  priests  have 
never  been  prohibited  or  restrained  in 
Ireland  ;  they  have  been  always  recog- 
nized in  courts  of  justice  as  perfectly 
valid ;  in  those  cases,  where  the  actual 
fact  of  the  marriage  of  two  Catholics  is 
necessary  to  be  estftblisbed,  proof  of  its 
solemnization  by  a  Catholic  priest  is  held 
to  be  sufficient.  '•«<'  The  marriage  code  of 
Ireland  is  perfectly  clear  and  intelligible.'' 

The  same  right  hon.  gentleman  has 
dwelt  very  much  on  the  great  influence, 
which  the  Pope  now  possesses.  Bat  it  is 
rather  unfortunate  for  his  argument  that 
—*— -^^i^i— — i*— — —     I       ■  I  — .1^— .» 

*  See  the  new  Parliamentary  History  of 
England,  yah  Q,  p.  510. 
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tbe  irst  pari  of  his  case  conrialed  ki  IIm 
stroagest  pMeible  proof  of  brnweakoes*; 
his  capiiTityy  by  Buoaapart^  without  any 
renonttrance  oa  the  parti  of  a  single  Ca« 
tboUc  country  in  Europe.  The  right 
hon.  member  mentioned  what  occarredl  in 
1791,  in  respect  to  the  oath,  conuiatd  in 
the  act,  passed  in  thai  year,  for  the  relief 
of  the  English  Roman  Catholics,  at  evi- 
deace  of  his  influence  ia  this  country; 
hat  his  whole  MaCeraea«  on  that  subject, 
has  been  shewn  le^  be  incorrect,  by  the 
hon.  baronet^  whose  explanation,  ia  a  note 
lo  his  printed  speech  of  laat  year,*  and 
repeated  again  in  this  debate,  ought  to  lay 
at  rest,  for  ever,  the  charge,  which  is  nuu 
nafactored  against  the  Catholics,  and  con- 
identhr  urgad  and  re-orged  against  them 
eat  of 'this  transaction.— The  next  proof 
ef  the  right  hon.  member,  of  the  modern 
influence  of  the  Pope,  is  equally  void  of 
fbandatiom  He  has  said  that  the  Irish 
Catholio  biahope  were  induced^  hy  the 
Pope,  to  make  the  Irish  Catholic  lai^ 
eaemtes  to  the  Veto— a  more  incorrect 
opinion  never  was  formed. — h  is  notorioua 
that  the  opposition  to  the  Veto  began 
aaKmg  the  laiiy,  and  that  the  bishops  were 
induced  by  them,  to  suspend  their  own  ^ 
judgment  on  the  subject,  as  formerly  ex- 
(iressed  in  U)eir  resolutions  of  1799. 

In  regard  to  the  obnoxious  tenete  which 
are  still  tmpoted  to  the  Catholics,  it  would 
save  a  ereae  deal  of  time  and  controversy, 
if  the  House  were  to  decide,  by  a  prelimi- 
nary question,  on  some  rule  of  evidence  by 
which  the  enquiry  should  be  governed ; 
whether  scraps  of  pamphlets,  paragraphs 
of  newspapers,  and  assertions  of  indivi- 
dnals,  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  writings  of 
eminent  Catholic  divines> — the  resolutions 
of  the  Irish  bishops,— the  opinions  of  Popes, 
the  aitswers  of  the  six  Foreign  Universities, 
and  the -oaths  required  to  be  taken,  add  ao- 
tually  taken,  by  all  Catholics,  by  the  acta  of 
n?^,  1791,  and  1793.— If  the  Hoose 
should,  in  its  wisdom,  declare  that  the 
testimony  of  the  first  series  of  proofs  is 
preferable  to  the  latter,  then  the  Catholics 
naygi?e  up  the  contest,  and  submit  to 
their  fitte;  but  if  it  shall  determine  on 
those  principles  of  common  sense  and 
justice,  which  osoally  govern  its  judgment, 
thei  oootroveroy  about  their  tenets  must 
ceasoi  and,  so  far  as  the  religious  prtnoi- 
ples  of^  the  Catholics  ave  in  question,  it 
must  be  allowed  that  there  is* nothings  in 

•iliwia'    lEBWUIIlaUVtV   TTivtt     vttvOO'   UFIUV1  Ul^m 
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of  liberty  and  le^^alty,  which  are  necessar]^ 
for  the  preservation  of  our  constitution. 

As,  however,  no  such  [^liminary  ar« 
rangement  has  been  made,  and  as  these  ' 
obnoxious  tenets  are,  even  to  this  hoar, 
industriously  ascribed  to  the  Catholics,  it 
is  still  necessary  to  produce  farther  matter 
todisprove  them,  in  addition  to  that,  which 
has  already  been  urged  in  this  debate.  Il 
is  true,  a  learned  and  right  hon.  doctor 
who  has  just  left  the  House,  has  not,  nor 
has  any  other  member,  stated  what  he  as- 
serted against  the  CatboKcs  last  year,  that 
the  Irish  bishops  took  an  oath  of  fisahy  to  the 
Pope ;  but  ti^s  feet  is  repeated  in  lord 
Kenyoa's  recent  publication— <*  Ohecrve* 
tions  on  the  Roman  Catholic  Qoestioa  :"* 
a  publication  formed  oat  of  the  speeches 
of  the  learned  doctor.  It  therefore  be- 
comes necessary  to  repeat,  what  was  said^ 
on  this  point,  last  year,  by  the  hon.  baronet^ 
to  set  this  head  of  charge  to  rest,  namely^ 
that  the  oath  has  been  altered,  asHi  the 
eath,  ased  in  Russia,  adopted  in  place  of 
that  oath,  to  which  the  observations  of  the 
learned  doctor  and  noble  lord  are,  if  at  al^ 
applicable.  As  the  alteration  took  place 
with  the  consent  of  Plus  the  Q\h  in  the 
year  1791,  it  bespeaks  a  strong  indiaatiea 
on  the  part  of  the  learned  doctor  and  nehin 
lord>  not  to  be  very  nice  in  their  seleotio& 
of  instraments  fbir  opposing  the  CatbeKc 
claims.  The  new  oath  coaclodea  vritii 
th^e  words,<*->^  I  will  observe  all  and 
every  one  of  these  things  the  more  invio- 
lably, as  I  am  firmly,  convinced  that  there 
ia  nothing  contained  in  them,  which  cam 
be  contrary,  to  the  fidelity  £  own  tn  hie 
most  serene  highness  the  king  of  Gieae 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  bis  soecessoiv 
on  the  throne.'' 

As  to  the  charge,  so  often,  so  1ondiy« 
and  so  confidently  brought  against  the 
Catholics,  of  their  great  intolerance,  and 
which  is  founded  on  their  doctrine  of  ex* 
elusive  salvation,  whoever  has  taken  the 
trouble  of  examining  the  true  charactee 
and  meaning  of  this  doctrine,  will  allefe 
it  is  a  charge  altogether  devoid  of  foondn^ 
tioa.  In  justification,  of  this  charge,  the 
Catholics  are  able  to^sayv  all  the  refomed 
churches  lay  down  the  same  principle. 
Calvin  writes  (M  Inst*  c.  1,)  "  Eactr« 
ecclesi8e>  gremium  mdla  est  speranda  pee^ 
tatorum  remissie.  nee  ulla  salus.'^  The 
same  doctrine-  is> taught  in  the  profesamnr 
of  faith  of  Strasbourg,  presented  to  Chariea 

^  Foovthi  Edition^  pahlished^  by-  J*  J* 
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5  ra  1590 ;  in  tbat'of  Switzerland  in 
1306;  hi  that  of  the  Low  Countries ;  and 
In  that  of  Scotland  in  1d47.  It  is  also  to 
be  found  in  the  18th  of  the  S9  Articles, 
which  is  as  follows :— "  They  are  also  to 
be  held  accursed,  that  presume  to  say,  that 
every  man  shall  be  saved  by  the  law  or 
sect  which  he  professeth,  so  that  he  be 
diligent  to  fVame  his  life  according  to  that 
law  and  the  right  of  nature.  For  holy 
scripture  doth  set  out  onto  us  only  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  whereby  man  must 
be  saTed.**— Moreover  the  church  of  Eng- 
land openly  professes  the  same  doctrine, 
as  often  as,  in  her  service,  she  recitas  the 
Athanasian  creed,  which  concludes  in  these 
frords :  "  This  is  the  Catholic  faith,  which 
tvhoever  does  not  faithfully  and  firmly  be- 
lieve, he  cannot  be  saved. 

But  the  Catholics  do  not  rest  their  de- 
fence against  this  charge,  barely  upon  the 
Jiractice  of  the  reformed  churches,  but 
deny  the  inference  of  intorerance  as  not 
justly  belonging  to  their  avowal  of  this 

feneral  principle.  To  maintain  this,  Dr. 
[awarden  poblished  a  work  entitled, 
**  Charity  and  Truth,  or  Catholics  not  un- 
charrtable  in  saying  that  none  are  saved 
out  of  the  Catholic  Church/*— He  gives 
the  following  quotation  from  the  great  ku- 
tttority  of  St.  Augustine. 

•'  If  they,  who  hold  an  opinion  in  itself 
false  and  perverse,  maintain  it  with  no 
pertinacious  obstinacy  ;  if  they  have  not 
been  misled  by  their  own  presumptuous 
audacity,  but  have  received  their  erroi* 
firom  seduced  or  lapsed  parents;  if  they 
be  serious  and  diligent  enquirers  after 
truth,  and  manifest  a  disposition  to  yield  to 
it,  when  found  by  them,  such  persons  are  on 
BO  (Recount  to  be  set  down  as  heretics.'' 

In  a  wordf  it  may  be  collected  from  this 
and  all  other  writers,  that  the  Roman  Ca« 
tholic  holds,  that  every  person  is  received 
within  its  pale  by  baptism,  by  whomsoever 
administered :— That  involuntary  error  is 
not  exclusive ;  and  that  the  church  has  its 
concealed  children  in  the  sects  separate 
from  its  unity. 

If  any  thing  farther  be  wanting  to  repel 
the  charge  of  intolerance  brought  against 
the  Catholics,  it  may  be  found  in  this  his- 
torical fact  When  the 'Bill,  for  re-admit- 
ting the  Protestant  bishops  into  the  House 
of  i/>rd8,  was  before  that  House  in  1641, 
^  Catholic  peers  voted  for  it. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke), 
wholly  overlooking  what  had  been  said  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Grattaii)  in 
bis  speech,  in  support  of  his  motion,  re- 
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garding  the  Class-book  of  Maynootb, 
called  the  Tractatusde  Ecclesii,  has  quoted 
the  last  sentence  of  that  work,  from  the  late 
Mr.  Perceval's  speech  of  last  year,  to  shew 
that  the  students  of  Maynooth  are«  at  this 
day,  taught  all  those  obnoxious  tenet^ 
which  are  ascribed  to  the  Catholics.  Bui 
if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  taken  the! 
pains,  which  it  was  becoming  him  to  take« 
before  be  hazarded  such  an  assertion,  to 
inform  himself  on  this  point,  he  might 
have  learned,  from  a  note  to  the  printedt 
speech  of  the  hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  C.  Hip« 
pTsl«y)  of  last  session,  that,  upon  an  ex« 
planation  which  took  place  between  hin& 
and  Mr.  Perceval,  the  latter  acknowledged 
bo  had  made  a  hasty  reference  to  this  workt 
and  that  it  taught  the  students  of  May- 
nooth such  opinions,  in  respect  to  these 
tenets,  as  were  pei'fectly  satisfactory.^ 
This  will  appear  to  be  the  case  to  every 
one  who  reads  this  book ;  as,  also,  that  it 
is  a  book,  in  every  re.^pect,  eminently 
calculated  to  instruct  those  who  are  in- 
fended  for  holy  orders,  in  a  manner  mosi 
likely  to  render  them  uteful  clergymea 
and  loyal  subjects. 

But  though  the  opponents  of  the  Ca* 
tholics  fail  111  this  innance,  as  well  as  in 
every  other,  wherein  they  endeavour  to 
shew  that  they  stilt  are  bdund  liot  to  keep 
faith  with  heretics,  and  that  they  acknow- 
ledge  the  Pope  to  possess  the  power  of 
absolvmg  subjects  from  their  allegiance* 
of  deposing  princes,  and  are  wholly  unable 
to  support  their  cause,  the  Catholics  bavd 
not  remained  satisfied  to  do  no  more  than 
merely  expose  the  objections  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  but  hava  left  no  means  untried  for 
removing  the  many  errors  and  prejudicea 
which  have  been,  at  all  times,  so  prevalent 
concerning  the  principles  they  really  de 
profess.  For  this  purpose,  Chey  have  as* 
sented  to,  and  taken,  as  a  qualification  for 
each  civil  right,  which  they  enjoy,  thi 
oaths  that  have  been  read  by  the  right 
hon.  mover  (Mr.  Grattan).  For  this  pur- 
pose, the  answers,  which'  he  also  read,  of 
six  Foreign  Universities,  to  certain  queries 
proposed  to  them,  were  obtained ;  and,  tot 
the  same  purpose,  has  that  part  been 
written  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Prayer- 
book  which  he  referred  to.  But,  besides 
these  proofs  that  they  do  not  profess  the 
obnoxious  tenets  ascribed  to  tbem,  there 
are  many  others  equally  conclusive.  The 
Catholic  writer  Gother,  to  whose  sreat 
character  the  late  Dr.  Law,  bishop  of  £l« 


(SS) 
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phin»  hM -borne  testimony,  in  order  to  re- 
move the  prejodicet  of  Protestants.  pab« 
lished  a  work,  entitled  : 

"  A  Vindication  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics :— as  also,  their  Declaration.  Affirma* 
lion.  Commination ;  shewing  their  abhor« 
tence  of  the  following  tenets,  commonly 
laid  at  their  door ;  and  they  here  oblige 
themselves,  that  if  the  ensaing  Curses  be 
added  to  those  appointed  to  be  read  on 
the  first  day  of  Lent,  they  will  seriously 
and  heartily  answer  Amen  to  them  all  :— 

1.  '•  Cursed  is  he  that  commits  idolatry ; 
(hat  prays  to  images  or  relics,  or  worships 
them  for  God.    R.  Amen. 

2.  ''  Cursed  is  erery  goddess*wor* 
shipper,  that  belieres  the  Virgin  Mary  to 
be  any  more  than  a  creature ;  that  ho- 
noars  her.  worships  her.  or  puts  his  trust 
in  her  more  than  in  God;  that  belicTes 
ber  above  her  Son.  or  that  she  can  in  any 
thing  command  him.    R.  Amen. 

3.  «'  Cursed  is  he  that  believes  the 
saints  in  heaven  to  be  bis  Redeemers,  that 
prays  to  them  as^socb.  or  that  gives  God's 
nonour  to  them,  or  to  any  creature  what- 
soever.   R.  Amen. 

4.  ''Cursed  is  he  that  worships  any 
breaden  God.  or  makes  Gods  of  the  empty 
elements  of  bread  and  wine.    R.  Amen. 

5.  «'  Cursed  is  he  that  believes  priests 
can  forgive  sins,  whether  the  sinner  re- 
pent or  not ;  or  that  there  is  any  power 
in  earth  or  heaven  that  can  forgive  sins, 
without  a  hearty  repentance  and  serious 
purpose  of  amendment.    R.  Amen. 

6.  •«  Cursed  is  he  that  believes  there  is 
authority  in  the  Pope  or  any  others,  that 
can  give  leave  to  commit  sins:  or  that 
can  forgive  him  his  sins  for  a  sum  of 
money;    R.  Amen. 

'  7.  ''  Cursed  b  he  that  believes  that,  in- 
dependent of  the  merits  and  passion  of 
Christ,  he  can  merit  salvation  by  his  own 
good  works ;  or  make  condign  satisfaction 
for  the  guilt  of  his  sins,  or  the  pains  eternal 
due  to  them.    R.  Amen. 

8.  **  Cursed  is  he  that  contemns  the 
word  of  God.  or  hides  it  from  the  people, 
on  destffn  to  keep  them  from  the  know- 
ledge 01  their  duty,  and  to  preserve  them 
In  ignorance  and  error.    R.  Amen. 

9.  '*  Cursed  is  he  that  undervalues  the 
word  of  God.  or  that,  forsaking  Scripture, 
cbuses  rather  to  follow  human  traditions 
tlian  it.     R.  Amen. 

10.  "  Cursed  is  he  that  leaves  the  com- 
mandments of  God,  to  observe  the  consti- 
tutions of  men.     R.  Amen. 

U.  ''Cursed  is  he  that  omiu  any  of 


the  Ten  Commandments,  or  keeps  the 
people  from  the  knowledge  of  any  one  of 
them,  to  the  end  that  they  may  not  have 
occasion  of  diKovertng  the  truth.  R. 
Amen. 

12.  "  Cursed  is  he  that  preaches  to  the 
people  in  unknown  tongoes.  sncb  as  tbey 
undersUnd  not;  or  uses  any  other  means 
to  keep  them  in  iniorance.    R.  Amen. 

15.  "Cuiwd  IS  he  that  believes  tbak 
the  Pope  can  Igive  to  any.  upon  any  ac- 
count whatsoever,  dispensation  to  lie  or 
swear  falsely ;  or  that  it  is  lawful  for  any. 
at  the  last  hour,  to  protest  himself  iniio* 
cent  hi  case  he  be  guilty.     R.  Amen. 

14.  "  Cursed  is  he  that  enconrages  sins, 
or  teaches  men  to  defer  the  amendment  of 
their  lives,  on  pre^umalion  of  their  death- 
bed repentance.    R.  Amen. 

15^  "  Cursed  is  he  that  teaches  men 
that  they  may  be  lawfully  drunk  on  a 
Friday,  or  any  other  fasting  day.  though 
they  must  not  take  the  least  bit  of  fle^ 
R«  Amen. 

16.  "  Cursed  is  he  who  places  religjon 
in  nothing  but  a  pjompous  shew,  consisting 
only  in  ceremonies ;  and  which  teaches 
not  the  people  to  serve  God  in  spirit  awl 
truth.    R*  Amen. 

17.  "  Cursed  is  he  who  loves  or  pro- 
motes crueltv.  that  teaches  people  to  be 
bloody-mincfed,  and  to  lay  aside  the 
meekness  of  Jesus  Christ.    R.  Amen. 

|g.  "  Cursed  is.  he  who  teaches  it  law- 
ful to  do  any  wicked  thing,  though  it  be 
for  the  interest  and  g[ood  of  Mother 
Church :  or  that  any  evil  action  may  be 
done  that  good  may  come  of  it.    R.  Amen* 

19.  "Cursed  are  we.  if.  amongst  all 
these  wicked  principles  and  damnable 
doctrines  commonly  laid  at  our  doors,  any 
one  of  them  be  the  faith  of  oor  Church : 
and  cursed  are  we.  if  we  do  not  as  heartily 
detest  all  those  hellish  practices  as  tbey 
that  so  vehemently  urge  them  against  os. 
R.  Amen. 

20.  "  Cursed  are  we,  if.  in  answering 
and  saying  Amen  to  any  of  these  cm^es^ 
we  use  any  equivocations,  mental  reser- 
vations, or  do  not  assent  to  them  in  ibe 
common  and  obvious  sense  of  th^  words. 
R.  Amen. 

"  And  can  the  Papists,  then,  thos  •»• 
riously.  and  without  check  of  conscionoe^ 
say  Amen  to  all  these  curses  ? 

"  Yes.  they  can ;  and  are  ready  to  do 
it  whensoever,  and  as  often  as  it  shall  be 
required  of  them.  And  what  then  ia  to 
be  said  of  those  who.  either  by  word  or 
writing,  charge  these  doctrines  upon  Ui# 
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ftith  c{  the  church  of  Rome.  '  It  a  lyiDff 
'«pint  in  the  month  of  M  tho  prophets? 
■  «re  thev  all  gone  aside?  do  they  back* 
'  bite  with  their  tosgoes,  do  eytl  to  their 
'  neij^hboarf  and  tain  op  reproach  against 
'  their  neighbour  ?'  I  will  say  no  such 
thing,  hot  leave  the  impartial  considerer 
to  judge.  One  thinr  I  can  safely  affirm^ 
that  the  Papists  are  feolly  misrepresented, 
Rnd  shewn  in  public  as  much  unlike  what 
they  are,  as  the  Christians  were  of  old  by 
the  Gentiles ;  that  they  lie  under  a  great 
calumny,  and  sererely  smart  in  ^ood  name, 
persons,  and  estates,  for  such  thinffs  whiph 
they  as  much  and  as  heartily  detest  as 
those  who  accuse  them.  Bui  the  comfort 
is,  Christ  has  said  to  his  folk>wer^  '  Ye 
'  shall  be  hated  of  all  men'  (Matth.  x.  2Z), 
atnd  St.  Paul,  '  We  are  made  a  spectacle 
'  unto  the  world  ;'  and  we  do  not  doubt, 
that  he  who  bears  this  with  patience,  shall, 
for  ei^ry  loss  here  and  contempt  receive 
It  hundred  fold  in  heaven :  '  For  base 
'  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which  are 
^  despised,  hath  God  chosen.'    1  Cor.  i.  28. 

*'  As  for  problematic^  disputes,  or 
m'ors  of  particular  devices,  in^  this,  or  any 
>ther  matter  whatsoever,  the  Catholic 
:hurch  is  no  way  responsible  for  them : 
lor  are  Catholics,  as  Catholics,  justly  pu- 
lishable  on  their  account.    But, 

''As  for  the  king*killing  doctrine,  or 
nurder  of  princes,  excommunicated  for 
leresy :  it  is  an  article  of  faith  in  the  Ca- 
tholic church,  and  expressly  declared  in 
he  General  Council  of  Constance,  sess. 
15,  that  such  doctrine  is  damnable  and 
ieretical,  being  contrary  to  the  known 
aws  of  God,  ami  Nature. 

^  Personal  misdemeanors, of  whalnatnre 
ioever,  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  the 
Catholic  church,  when  not  justifiable  by 
he  tenets  of  her  faith  and  doctrine.  For 
vhich  reason,  though  the  stories  of  Paris 
Massacre,  the  Irish  Cruelties,  or  Powder- 
?lot,  had  been  exactly  true  (which  yet, 
or  the  most  part,  are  misrelated),  never- 
heless.  Catholics,  as  Catholics,  ought  not 
o  suffer  for  such  ofiences,  any  more  than 
be  eleven  apostles  ought  to  have  su£bred 
or  Jodas's  treachery. 

'I  It  is  an  article  of  the  Catholic  faith  to 
relieve,  that  no  power  on  earth  can  licence 
aen  to  lie,  forswear,  and  perjure  them- 
elves,  to  massacre  their  neighbours,  or 
iestroy  their  native  country,  on  pretence 
f  promoting  the  Catholic  cause,  or  reli- 
;ion.  Furthermore,  all  pardons  and  dis- 
lensations  granted,  or  pretended  to  be 
^ranted^  in  order  to  any  such  «nds  or ,  de« 


signs,  have  no  other  val  idity  or  e Act,  than 
to  add  sacrilege  and  blasphemy  to  the 
above-mentioned  crimes. 

''Sweet  Jesus,  bless  our  sovereigns  ;* 
pardon  our  enemies ;  ffrant  us  patience ; 
and  establish  peace  and  charity  in  our  na^i* 
tions." 

Mr.  Perceval,  in  his  last  speech  on  thit 
subject,  observed  that,  if  the  Catholics  did 
really  abjure  these  tenets,  it  was  extraor- 
dinarytbat  the  Irish  bishops  had  never 
formally  denied  them,  when  assembled  at 
a  regular  synod.  They  have  aioce  com* 
pletely  met  this  objection,  by  their  reso- 
lution of  the  18th  of  last  November,  de- 
claringy  "  that  although  the  substance  of 
the  answers  returned  by  six  Soman  Ca* 
tholic  universitlesi  relative  to  the  duties  of 
subjects,  in  the  years  1788  and  1789,  is  ma* 
nifostly  contained  in  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  declaration  which  we  have  solemnly 
sworn,  ve  think  it  nevertheless  fitting  to 
declare  that  we  consider  those  answers  aa 
perfectly  conformable  to  the  doctrine  and 
tenets  or  our  religion,  and  we  adopt  them 
as  our  own.'' 

Mr.  Perceval  also  said,  it  was  surprising 
that  none  of  the  Popes  had  disclaimed 
these  tenets ;  but  in  this  he  was  mistaken,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  (rom  the  congregation  of  Cardinals, 
by  order  of  his  holiness  Pius  6,  addressed 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  archbishops  of  Ire- 
land, dated  Rome,  23d  June,  1791.-**'  The 
see  of  Rome  never  taught,  that  faith  is  not 
to  be  kept  with  the  heterodox ;  that  an 
oath  to  kings  separated  from  Catholic 
communion  can  be  violated  ^  that  it  is 
lawful  for  the  bishop  of  Rom^  to  invade 
their  temporal  rights  and  dominions.  We, 
too,  consider  an  attempt  or  design  against 
the  life  of  kings  and  princes,  even  under 
the  pretext  of  religion,  an  horrid  and  de<* 
testable  crime." 

Should  these  several  proofii  be  deemed 
insufficient  to  shew  that  the  principles  of 
Catholics  are  compatible  with  loyalty 
to  the  state,  there  still  remains  another  il- 
lustration that  they  are  not  so,  of  no  / 
small  force,  the  Act  of  1793,  of  which  this 
is  the  preamble:  "  Whereas  various  acu 
of  parliament  have  been  passed,  imposing 
on  his  Majesty's  subjecu  professing  the 
Popish  or  Roman  Catholic  religion  many 
restraints  and  disabilities  to  which  other 
subjects  of  this  realm  are  not  liable,  and 
from  the  peaceable  and  loyal  demeanour 
of  bis  Majesty's  Popish  or  Roman  Catho- 
lic subjecu  it  is  fit  that  such  restrainu 
and  disabilities  shall  bo  discontinued^*' 
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MewiQl  of  the  pwm\  bwt  9gmn 
iboMch  **  Ubt y  vn  nUller  ta  be  at 
for  ffOiB  tlwif  hia|Mry>  •nd  iht  urg^aqr  tf 
Um  timet  iKhinli  prodacad  ihign»  tka«  la 
be  *(ippB^eid  (apm  a  cool  raricir)  a»  s 
lUodiBf  tyileiB  of  Uw. 

"  Thb  wialitt  for  iIm  saoceesiMi  of  tki 
qatea  af  SieoU»f^-liia  Powdar  Tnj^Wf^ 
(bt  ialrigoee  af  qaaea  HenriUiaj  tkm 
protped  of  a  Popiah  eaceatian  in  iba  m§a 
af  Cbarkt  0»*p4ke  AmMoatian  PAoi  ia 
WilliaB  S/-<-4ha  ataarad  claim  #f  a  Popab 
pfaicttder^^TaGcaant  for  tba  BKienaiaa  «f 
Uiose  peaaltitt  H  tbom  aavand 
af  oar  biator  jr.  Bal  if  a  tin 
arrif c,  aad  ptrhaps  it  It  aai  rarj  < 
wbeajtU  faartof  a  prtlaader  shall  faata 
yaoitfaad»  aad  the  paiver  and  inllaenaa  af 
Ibe  Pope  sball  become  foebia,  ridicolam, 
wA  detpicable«  not  only  in  Eogbaidy  hat 
in  ^^ery  kingdom  af  Anrap^  k  prabably 
woald  not  ibeh  ba  amiw  to  raviaw  aald 
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Hare  tbere  it  a  legitlativa  ackaowledg*  t 
ment  of  the  troth  af  the  pe&iftioiu  that 
there  ia  nothing  in  the  relifpooa  principUf 
of  the  Cathol^  incompatible  with  their 
loyalty.  Here  in  truth  it  a  aolotioii  of  the 
Qoestion,  under  the  higheat  poaaible  au* 
toority,  of  tome  yeara  atanding,  .which 
aught  to  have  pat  it  to  rest  for  aver;  and 
which  provea  that,  so  far  from  there  being 
any  juat  grounds  for  charging  abac^ioaa 
laaeu  to  the  Catholics^  were  are  none 
wbatarer  e? en  for  raiting  a  controTerty 
about  them. 

.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr*  Yorka), 
and  tha  greater  part  of  the  petiiiaoarai 
aaiart  that  the  ezclntion  of  the  Cathatiat 
from  political  power,  is  a  fandaoiental 
fffinciple  of  the  coaititution,  at  sattM  at 
the  Beralntion  ia  defiance  af  all  that  wa 
karn,  from  the  history  of  that  e?eot»  the 
Bill  of  Rights^  aad  all  the  greatest  conati- 
tutional  auftharities.  The  bishop  of  Lin? 
aola  baa  qnotcd  Mr.  Fox  in  aaoport  of  this 
doctrine;  but  all  Mr.  Pox  a  apeechea 
clearly  prove  that  hia  opinion  was  da« 
aided  ly  at  variance  with  it.  Tha  follow* 
log  extracts  from  the  speech,  which  be 
delivered  in  this  House  whea  be  intra- 
dnced  the  Catholic  petition  in  li05«  fully 
establish  this  faa.* 

"  I  think  one  may  generally  state,  that 
all  the  restrictions  of  the  Catholics  were 
laid,  not  on  their  religions,  but  their  poli- 
tical opinions. 

**  In  the  early  period  of  the  reign  of 
^ueen  Elizabeth,  no  one  can  suppose  it 
was  any  particular  religious  bigotry  that 
led  to  the  restrictions  with  regard  to  the 
Catholics. 

«<  In  the  reigns  that  followed,  very,  lew 
restrictions  by  penal  law  were  enacted* 
This  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  cir« 
cumstance  that  there  was  no  suspicion  of 
the  Catholics;  but  afterwards,  in  the  time 
af  the  Stuarts,  suspicions  had  taken  pas- 
iession  of  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  which  made  these  restrictions 
necessary.  When  we  come  to  tha  Revo- 
lution, it  is  impossible  not  to  see  that  all 
the  laws  against  the  Catholics  were  poli- 
tical lawa.  It  waa  not  a  Catholic,  but  a 
Jacobite  youwiahed  to reatrain. 

**  In  the  two  next  reigns  the  same  lawa 
continued,  because  the  aame  apirit  was 
supposed  to  exist,  and  the  same  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  it.'' 

To  this  authority  may  be  added  that  of 
Mr.  Justice  Blackstone.    He  says,  in  his 


*  See  VoL  4,  p.  88a 


soften  these  rigorous  edicts;  at  laaia  idl 
the  civil  principles  of  the  Roaoan  Catha 
lies  aalkd  again  on  tha  legialatara  4a  r^ 
aaw  tham ;  for  it  oaght  not  to  ba  Ith  ia 
tha  breast  of  every* merciless  bigot  lo  dm 
down  tbe  vengaanee  of  tbeaa  aaeaneiiM 
lawa  apon  inmensive,  thaogh  aaiatafcan 
subjects,,  in  opposition  to  Iba  laaient  »• 
clination  pf  tbe  civil  magistrate,  swi  la 
tbe  destruction  of  every  priacipla  of  tole- 
ration and  religioaa  bbarty.''— (Vai.  ^ 
p.  57.) 

De  Lolma,  alao.  In  obaarving  apoa  tbe 
Catholic  religion  in  tha  tiaie  of  Jaaaeaf, 
says,  it  waa  a  modaof  iaith  which  vapeat- 
ed  acta  had  proscribed.  "  Proacribed| 
not  because  it  tended  to  tatabliab  in  Eng- 
land the  doctrinea  af  tranaubatantation  ami 
purgatory,  doctrinea  in  themeelvaa  of  aa 
political  moment,  but  becauae  tba  aniiasiu 
ed  power  of  the  savereiga  bad  always 
been  made  one  of  its  principal  taaeta.''-i- 
(P.  65.) 

And  Justice  Blackstaae,  in  aaoimiog  ap 
what  actually  took  place  in  cenacqaaaae 
ef  the  Revolution,  says,  ^<  fonnerljr  tbe 
descent  wm  absolute,  and  tbe  ciaaa 
went  to  the  next  heir  withoat  reetricttaa, 
but  now,  upon  the  new  settlement,  tba  in- 
heritance is  cooditional."<— (Vol.  I,  p. 
217.) 

He  further  says,  "  the  Bill  of  Ri^bt^ 
tbe  Act  of  Settlement,  with  its  conditioai, 
the  Act  for  uniting  England  with  Scotland, 
and  some  others,  have  asserted  otsr  Itbar- 
ties,  in  more  clear  and  emphatieal  tenaai 
have  re^^lated  tbe  aaceeasian  of  tba  crowa 
by  parliamenty  u  iba  aaig aocka  of  latH 
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gi«M  And  eivil  freedotn  reqoiredi  imvt 
oofifimed  and  exeoiplifittd  ihm  dootriMi  of 
rasisUiic«»  when  tba  e«eo«titc  MAgittraie 
WidMJVovrB  10  tabveri  the  contlitQUoo/'-*- 
(Vol.  4v  p.  440.) 

Tbtte  optnioni  of  «iicb  great  centtka* 
iional  avUnrUies,  folly  expose  the  errors 
ivhick.bave  been  eo  leadly  and  to  iadue* 
Irkraslv  prooMdgated^  in  reipeei  to  the  na* 
lire  of  those  lawe,  whicfa  exclude  the  €a*» 
tholica  from  ofl&OBy  and  from  the  legisia^ 
iure»  They  all  agree  ia  «fae«ing  that  the 
|Mliticali  and  net  the  religious  i^mciples, 
were  the  gtonnds  of  ^at  eKclasion,  and 
tint  H  never  was  the  intention  of  our  an« 
eestors,  who  were  the  aathors  of  the  es« 
elusion,  to  coniiniie  them  after  the  danger 
eeased,  against  whieb  it  was  ralcalated  to 
proride*  Bat  the  Bill  of  Righu  is  a  coai« 
plete  denial  of  all  that  is  asserted  by  the 
opponents  of  the  Catholics,  in  respect  to 
wiMit  was  done  concerning  them  at  the 
Revottttien.  It  is  only  necessary  to  read  it 
to  discerer  their  refotation. 

There  are  contained  in  this  Act,  thirteen 
heads  of  complaint  against  king  James, 
and  thirteen  clauses, -declaratory  of  (he 
ftgfatsmid  liberties  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
litnd ;  but  among  them  there  irnothing 
whaterer  relatire  to  the  (^tholics.  The 
enaotibent  concerning  the  oath  of  supre- 
macjr,  has  no  other  object  than  that  of 
making  such  an  aKeration  in  the  then  ex« 
isling  oath,  as  would  enable  the  Presbyte* 
nans  to  take  it,  which  they  could  not  do, 
according  to  their  relieion;  so  long  as 
it  declared  the  king  of  England  to  be 
supreme  head  of  the  church.  By  the  new 
oath,  they  were  only  required  to  deny  that 
a  foreign  power  was  the  head  of  it. 
The  only  part,  in  fact,  of  this  law,  which 
relates-  to  the  Catholics,  is  that  clause, 
which  excludes  a  Catholic  from  sitting 
on  the  throne.  This  is  the  only  enactment 
of  exclusion,  and  to  say  that  this  exclasloo 
amounts  to  a  general  exclusion  of  the  Ca- 
tholics from  political  power,  is  tu  r^st  the 
case  on  a  mere  inference.  But  if  we 
ire  to  make  inferences  from  the  Bill  of 
litgbts,  it  will  be  much  mere  correct  to 
say  that  the  authors  of  it  would  have  in« 
•erted  a  positive  etclusion  of  the^Catholics 
from  oflioe,  and  from  the  legislature,  if 
Ihey  had  considered  it  essential  and  fun- 
damental for  the  preservation  of  the  con- 
stitatlon. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  «fder  mefe 
folly  to  ittostrate  the  futility  6f  those  ar» 
gomenu.  Which  are  set  forth,  with  an  tLU 


dMJiental  prinetple  af  the  safirty  of  iha 

chnrtHi  aad  eeastitutiom  thai  king  WtU 
liam  was  net  a  member  of  the  church  of 
England,«— that  the  House  9i.  Brunswick 
was  nol  brought  into  the  accession  to 
the  throne  at  the  Bevointioa,  but  in  the 
19ih  year.of  the  reign  of  king  William,-^ 
that  the  English  Catholics  ware  net  e%i 
doded  from  office  and  the  Isgislatore  at 
the  Revolution,  but  in  the  reign  of  ChsHee 
the  secandy-^and  that  the  Irish  Catholics 
were  net  excluded  tiU  three  years  afier 
the  Revolution  had  taken  place,  and  then 
in  direct  contravention  c^.  the  treaty  of 
Limerick,  by  which  king  William  engag-i 
ed  to  protect  them  from  any  such  exclo- 
sion. 

In  supportof  what  has  already  been  said 
to  shew  thai  the  oencessions  to  the  Catho- 
lice  will  not  be  a  vioUtten  of  the  constitu- 
tion, the  great  authorities  of  Mr.  Fox; 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Windhkm 
may  be  quoted.  These  nanles  have  mU 
ready  been  mentioned  in  this  debate,  but 
the  particular  point»  to  which  their  great 
aathority  is  most  oseful  and  applicable,  U 
this,  concerning  the  constitutiori.  For  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed,  for  one  Asomenti 
that  they  could  have  been  ignorant  of  thm 
bearings  of  this  question  on  the  eonstitu^ 
tioh ;  or  that  they  ever  would  have  sanc« 
tinned  the  Catholic  cause  if  Catholic  eman« 
cipation  could  not  be  effected  without  te«* 
moving  the  bulwarks  of  the  constitution* 

If  then  there  is  nothing  in  the  religione 
principles  of  the  Catholics^  incompatible 
with  their  loyalty,  and  if  the  laws  for  ex* 
eluding  them  from  office  and  from  the  le^ 
gislaturewere  grounded,  according'to  Mr. 
Justice  Blackstone,  De  Lolme,'  and  Mr^ 
Fox,  upon  their  civil  principles,  the  whol« 
and  only  question  to  be  decided  is,  whe* 
ther  there  Is  any  thing  in  the  civil  pHo^ 
pies,  at  this  time,  professed  by  the  Cath^.^ 
Hcs,  to  justify  the  continuance  of  thesO 
laws. 

Can  any  one  now  say  ther  are  th«^ 
friends  of  a  pretender,  or  the  advocates  of 
arbitrary  power  ?  •  Such  a  charge  has  MOI 
been  brought  forwafd  in  the  course  of  the^ 
debate;  but  a  new  attempt  is  made  te> 
discover,  in  the  political  conduct  of  Aa 
Catholics,  a  f^ea  for  coniinuingHhe  exclu^ 
sion.  The  bishop  of  London  and  others 
have  called  the  rebellion  of  1708  a  Catho* 
lie  rebellion.  But  what  is  the  true  cha« 
racter  of  that  transaction  ?  The  report  of 
the  Oommitfee  of  the  Irish  parliatteftt^ 
drawn  up  by  the  Aoble  lord  (Castlersagh) 
ahewi^  thai  if  it  bad  began  in  1797,  atf 
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ooce  intended,  it  would  have  been  m  rebel- 
lion confined  to  the  Protettantt  of  the 
north  of  Ireland.  That  ^he  Catholics,  who 
were  concerned  in  it  in  1798,  were  such 
of  the  peas^ptry  who  had  been  brought 
into  it,  by  the  northern  and  Protestant 
leaders.  That  the  Catholic  nobility,  gen- 
try, and  clergy  coHiperated  with  the  go- 
Ternment  in  suppressing  it  A  right  hon. 
ffentleman  (Mr.  Elliot)  who  was  in  the 
Irish  cabinet  at  the  time,  has,  on  a  former 
occasion,  borne  witness  to  the  loyal  and 
essential  services  of  all  the  Catholic  bi- 
shops, and  it  is  now  ascerUined  that  not 
one  Catholic  priest,  having  a  benefice,  was 
implicated  in  it,  and  that  oat  of  nearly  3,000 
priests,  who  administer  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion in  Ireland,  nine  only  were  engaged 
in  the  rebellion,  all  of  whom  had  been  pre- 
viously censured  or  punished  for  miscon- 
duct, bv  the  superiors  of  their  own  church. 
Of  tne  twenty-four  leaders,  who  were 
banished  to  Fort  St.  George,  only  four  of 
them  were  Catholics.  But  what  is  still 
more  decisive  on  this  point,  Mr.  Pitt^  who 
nusl  have  been  the  best  qualified  of  all 
persons  to  give  a  correct  opinion^  has 
declared,  in  his  place,  in  this  House,  that 
the  rebellion  of  1708  was  not  a  Catholic 
rebellion. 

The  Catholics  are  not  afraid  of  having 
their  whole  conduct  inquired  into.  They 
have  faithfully  fulfilled  what  they  bound 
themselves  to  do  by  the  treaty  of  Lime- 
rick. In  1715  and  1745  they  fully  proved 
that  they  had  renounced  those  principles, 
which  formerly  had  led  them  to  support 
the  family  of  the  StuarU.  There  is  the 
evidence  of  primate  Stone,  to  shew  that,  in 
the  papers,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of 
government,  relating  to  the  rebellion  of 
1745,  there  was  no  trace  to  be  foiind  of  a 
single  Irish  Catholic  being,  in  anywise 
concerned  in  it — In  the  American  war, 
when  all  the  Kins's  troops  were  with- 
drawn from  Ireland,  and  a  French  inva- 
sion was  threatened,  the  Catholics  again 
stood  by  the  cause  of  their  country  and 
the  House  of  Brunswick.  What  a  contrast 
doe*  their  conduct  form,  since  the  treaty 
of  Limerick,  to  that  of  king  William  and 
his  successors ! !  I  On  their  part  the 
steadiest  compliance  with  their  engage- 
ments; on  the  other  side  a  succession  of 
violations  of  the  royal  fiuth,  till  that  most 
horrible  code  of  laws  was  completed, 
which  deprived  the  Catholics  of  every 
personal  and  political  security.  These 
Tiolations  it  has  been  attempted  to  justify, 
by  saying  that  parliamem  would,  not  ra- 


tify the  treaty  of  Limerick.  But  the  prai- 
ciples  of  the  constitution  of  this  covntry 
will  admit  of  no  snch  justificatioii*  The 
king  has  the  undoubted  prerogmtive  of 
making  peace,  and  binding  his  rabfectsto 
the  terms  of  it,  provided  Uiey  do  not  vie- 
late  any  existing  law.  For  which  reoMB, 
every  king,  who  has  sat  on  4he  tlunoae, 
from  the  reign  of  king  William  to  the  pso- 
sent  day,  has  been,  uid  ought  ao  to  coasi- 
der  himself,  bound  to  make  good,  to  ihe  Ca- 
tholics, all  that  was  stipulated  by  him. 

Upon  the  whole  it  seems  to  be  a  joit 
4x>nclusion  to  draw,  from  a  fair  ezaaaiu- 
tion  of  the  alletrauons  of  the  petitioiis*  and 
what  has  passed  in  this  debate,  that  thcie 
is  nothinff,  in  the  religious  principles  of 
the  Catholics,  incompatible  with  civil  li» 
berty ;  nothing,  in  the  concesaioo.of  their 
claims,  inconsutent  with  the  secnri^ef 
the  constitution,  but  every  thing,  thai  can 
be  desired,  on  their  part,  demonstrative  of 
their  loyalty  to  their  country  and  their 
king,  and  therefore  that  the  House  is  called 
on,  by  every  principle  of  justice,  to  adopt 
the  motion  which  is  now  before  it. 

Mr.  WUhraham  Bootk  woold  not  have 
offered  his  sentiments,  had  there  not  been 
a  call  on  those  members  who  voted  last 
year  for  the  committee,  and  who  did  not 
intend  to  do  so  this  year.  He  had  Toied 
for  Mr.  Canning's  motion  in  the  hope  and 
expectation  that  the  spirit  of  coociliation 
and  concession  shewn  by  the  House  woold 
have  been  met  by  a  corresponding  spirit 
on  the  part  of  the  Catholics  of  belaud, 
which  would  have  led  to  the  conciliatory 
adjustment  which  was  the  object  of  the 
motion,  but  in  this  expectation  be,  in  com* 
mon  with  many  others,  was  disappointed, 
for  the  account  of  the  d(;bate  was  received 
in  Ireland  as  an  insult  instead  of  an  act  of 
grace,  and  was  treated  as  such. 

But  what  (he  asked)  is  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  do  under  such  circ«ai« 
stanc98»  and  avowedly  without  any  plan 
before  it  ?  It  seemed  to  have  escaped  the 
recollection  of  gentlemen  who  soppiNted 
this  panacea  for  all  evils,  that  a  committee 
would  be  composed  of  the  very  same  in« 
dividoals  who  had  been  for  the  last  three 
days  discussing  the  question  withont  being 
able  to  produce  a  ulao.  It  is  true  that  in 
a  committee  members  might  speak  oMire 
than  once,  but  where  they  had  nothing  to 
propose  he  doubted  this  advantage,  and 
at  all  events  it  was  counterbalanoed  by 
their  not  having  the  Speaker  in  the  chair 
to  regaiat9,aiid,moc|er«te  their  debates^ 
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He  a$ked  astiiii,  wbtt  benefit  would  the 
Ronaa  Catholics  derire  from  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  under  these  circnm* 
stances  ?  Those  who  wish  to  go  all  lengths 
and  to  abolish  all  tests,  without  caring  for 
•ecoritieSj.had  a  straight  and  plain  way  be* 
fore  them ;  but  what  would  those  members 
do  who  were  advocates  for  restrictions  and 
aafeguards  ?  The  right  hon.  and  venerable 
mover  of  the  question  had  said  that  the  Veto 
was  out  of  the  qoestibn,  and  professed  to 
have  no  plan.  Some  hints  had  been  given 
about  domestic  nomination,  which  though 
a  principle  acknowledged  and  acted  upon 
in  various  countries,  and  amongst  them  in 
Canada,  was  certainly  a  greater  Infringe- 
ment on  the  right  of  the  Papal  see  than 
€ven  a  Veto. 

Some  persons  were  sauffuine  enough  to 
believe  that  if  the  Catholics  were  pladed 
between  conscience  and  power,  the  for- 
mer  would  give  way,  but  he  had  too  good 
an  opinion  of  them  to  think  that  love  of 
office  would  so  prevail.  The  English  Ro- 
man Catholics  are  too  well  principled  a 
body  of  men  to  barter  their  consciences 
for  lucre  of  gain,  and  they  have  declared 
it  in  jLbeir  petition,  from  which  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  they  will  recede.  He 
did  not  see  the  analogy  which  had  been 
mentioned  between  the  Sinecure  Bill  and 
this  measure,  for  this  (at  least  in  the  pre- 
juMt  session)  originates  in  the  petition  of 
persons  who  require  relief,  and  brin^  for- 
ward specific  demands  and  objects.  These 
demands  it  seems  are  not  to  be  complied 
with,  but  are  to  be  so  modified  and  clogged 
with  restrictions  and  securities,  as  to  ren- 
der the  reUef  unacceptable  to,  and  depre* 
cated  by,  the  very  persons  who  are  the 
object  of  this  relief.  He  here  read  ex- 
tracts  from  the  petitions  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  of  which  he  spoke  in  terms  of 
commendation  as  being  most  properly 
.expressed,  which  shewed  they  prayed 
ibr  the  total  repeal  of  all  disabilities. 

A  committee  of  the  whole  House,  he 
said,  appeared  to  him  a  cowardly  way  of 
solving  the  difficulty  and  of  shifting  off  re- 
f  ponstbilKv  from  the  shoulders  of  indivi- 
i]uals  on  those  of  the  whole  House.  As  an 
instance  how  ill-calculated  such  a  com- 
mittee was  for  a  measure  not  maturely 
considered  and  prepared,  he  cited  an  ob- 
servation of  a  late  eminent  statesman,  who 
said  that  no  member,  ever  moved  for  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  intending 
that  bis  motion  should  be  carried.  He 
would  prefer  the  more  manly  plan  adopted 
l>y  lord  Howick  in  1807,  that  of  bringing 


in  a  bill.  The  House  would  then  kno# 
what  it  had  to  consider,  and  the  various 
stages  of  a  bill,  with  iu  commitments  and 
recommitments,  would  affi>rd  opportunities 
of  knowing  what  we  were  about 

He  add^,  that  if  any  arrangement  couM 
be  made  to  conciliate  the  Catholics,  to 
whom  (the  English  ones)  he  was  attached 
by  every  tie  of  friendship,  regard,  and 
good  opinion,  without  endan^ring  tha 
security  of  the  Protestant  establishment* 
no  one  would  feel  more  sincere  pleasum 
than  himself,  or  more  heartily  desirous  of 
giving  his  warmest  concurrence. 

Sir  WiUiam  Scott: 

Sir;  it  is  always  with  great  reluc- 
tance, and  not  unfrequently  with  some 
degree  of  personal  pain,  that  I  obtrude 
myself  upon  the  notice  of  the  House ;  but 
the  importance  of  the  present  question, 
and  the  connexion,  which  I  have,  with 
those  who  have  expressed  a  strong  feel- 
ing about  the  decision  of  it,  induce  me  to 
hope  that  the  House  will  think  me  en* 
titled  to  claim  some  portion  of  their  atten- 
tion. 

Sir,  if  I  could  agree  in  opinion  with  a 
right  hon.  gentleman,  (Mr.  Plunket,)  who 
distinguished  himself,  by  a  speech,  not 
more  to  be  admired  as  an  exhibition  of 
talents,  than  for  the  honourable  and  manly 
candour,  by  which  it  was  still  further 
dignified  and  adorned,  that,  if  there  was 
no  danfferin  relaxing  the  present  restraints, 
I  shm;fd  likewise  agree  that  they  ought 
immediately  to  be  relaxed;  for  I  am 
very  ready  to  admit,  that  eligibility  to 
public  offices  and  seats  in  the  legislature^ 
(call  it  a  right,  or  a  pretension,  or  what 
you  please)  ought  not  to  be  abridged 
without  necessity ;  and  when  I  say  ne- 
cessity, I  mean  a  grave  necessity,  arising 
from  apprehensions  of  danger,  not  chi- 
merical and  visionary  apprehensions,  but 
such  as  may  affect  men  of  firm  and  con- 
stant minds,  of  danger  to  some  interests  of 
the  state,  which  are  deservedly  held  dear 
and  important.  And  when  I  describe  the 
interesU  of  the  church  of  England  and 
Ireland  to  be  of  that  species  and  magni- 
tude, I  presume,  I  express,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  the  universal  sense  and  feeling 
of  this  House.  But,  Sir,  I  cannot  agree  to 
this  position  of  fact,  that  there  is  no  ra- 
tional apprehension  of  any  danger,  direct 
or  indirect,  to  the  established  church, 
from  any  relaxation  of  these  restraints.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  admission  of 
Catholics  to  some  of  the  offices^  from  which 
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Aey  are  al  pretent  «xclttded  by  ]aw«  dk>e8 
Mt  fafniih  a  reasonable  ground  of  appre^ 
ImbsImi  f  iawKj  humble  opinion,  our  pr«k 
tent  exclatire  enameration  of  offices  if 
too  large;   and  that  sooie  of  thote  offices 
into  which  at  present  they  are  told  ilie^ 
niAt  not  intradey^ra  offices  to  whicb  their 
mbitkm  might  safety  enongh  be  allofi^ 
to  aspife.    Bat  tbea  I  say,  first,  that,  if 
any  raaa  has  snch  offices  in  his  riew,  with 
$m  intentioR  of  ofiering  hin  relief,  so  far 
is  seeh  offices  are  coBcemed,  he  ooght  to 
ht'mg  them  forward,  not  as  an  appemt* 
ment  of  a  committee  for  general  nndefincd 
grievances,  but  in  particular  bills  in  which 
they  shall  be  submitted  to  fair  and  dis- 
tinct and  specific  consideration^  and  I 
aay  fustber,  that  no  admission  can,  with 
My  degree  0f  safety  to  the  interests  I 
have  described,  be  gtrea  to  offices,  which 
are  either  judicial,  with  a  jurisdiction  ex* 
lending  to  ecclesiastical  qoestions^  or  to 
such  as  convey,  to  tbe  person  who  holds 
them,  a  great  portion  of  political  power. 
For  these,  are  the  two  principles,  within 
the  range  of  which,  I  coocehie  the  danger, 
and  the  necessity  of  providing  against  it, 
to  be  bounded.    The  office  of  the  conmion 
law  for  instance,  is  one  from  which  a  Ca* 
tbolic  ought  to  be  excluded.    And,  why  f 
'Because  a  person,  in  that  situation,  has 
to  decide  most  important  questions,  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  safety  of  the 
Protestant     establishment,   of    religious 
questions^  of  rights  of  ad^wsons,  presen* 
tationsi  tythes,  ofierings,  modusses,  church 
rateaand  a  Choosaod  otbers;  and  I  would 
ask  that  hon.  gisntleflHMi,  whether,  if  he 
had  a  son  or  a  brotber  in  the  church,  be 
woald,  with  fans  experience  of  mankind, 
thmk  that  his  soft  or  brother  would  oon- 
fidently  trust  a  Cathcdic  judge,  sitting  to 
decide  many  of  such  questions,  between 
tba  Protestant  clergyman  and  the  Catbo^ 
lie  pstfishiODers ;  aid  whetber  there  would 
not  be  that  distrust,  and  suspicion  of  an 
Improper  bias,  which  might  distwrb  the 
fair  course  of  justice,  even  if  thatsospicion 
ai^  distrust  were  not  itself  an  evil,  wUfich 
is  the  doty  of  prudent  institations  entirely 
to  remove,    b^  removing*  their  n<atur»l 
eaases.    So  with  respect  to  the  office  of 
privy  coMnseller,  who  ha»  to  advise  the 
aovereig»  in  matters  of  religion,  which  are 
then  matters  of  state,  in  some  degree, 
thotogb,  in  a  stUl-higher  degree,  matters  of 
cODSciencev  All  the  same  objections  apply 
to  the  office  of  chanceMor  in  a  mach  higher 
degree,  SMd  with  the  addition  of  his  being 
tho  oonstitational  guardian  of  the  soy  id 
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conscience,  in  afflnrs  of  thts  natai^  as 
weH  as  ia  those  of  a  merely  oiWl  deaerip- 
tion. 

#Wtth  respect  to  political  power,  I  an 
not  aliraid  to  avow  that  it  appeaiTa  unaafe 
to  deleaate,  to  Catholic  haads,  a  large  per» 
tion  of  Protestant  power;  for,  by  the 
constitntion  of  this  comitrv,  ns  seflM 
upon  rto  present  basis,  political  pov»er  ii 
Protestant  power.  Sir,  I  cannot  contem* 
plate  the  admiesion  of  Catholic  menHers 
into  the  senate,  where  they  will  hove  to 
decide  upon  questions,  directly  affectiag 
the  religion  of  the  state,  without  some  de- 
gree of  uneasiness.  Indeed  the, right  hem, 
member  seemed  to  admit  the  exiacefKe  ef 
some  daagevr  b^  the  antidote,  which  h^ 
held  out;  for  his  reasoning  was,  ^¥hdt 
could  one  hundred  members  do  ^^ainst 
the  body  of  the  House  ?  thereby  appear- 
ing  to  admit,  that  danger  would  be  rmro* 
daced,  but  that  \t  woutd  be  disarmed  by 
the  inferiority  of  their  numbers  ;  that  th^ 
safety  was  to  be  found,  not  in  their  dispo- 
sitions, but  in  their  minority  ;  that  a  cer^ 
tain  degree  of  mischief  would  be  Infused, 
but  that  it  would  be  diluted  and  rendered 
harmless,  by  the  prevalence  of  the  sounder 
particles,  which  form  the  general  substance 
of  the  mass. 

Sir,  I  am  not  quite  clear  that  the  right 
hoB.  member's  arithmetic  would,  eventiul- 
ly,  turn  out  to  be  correct.  He  wrH  please 
to  remember,  that,  if  Irish  CathoKc  gen- 
tlemen are  admitted,  English  Catholic 
gentlemen  cannot  be  exchided.  Many  of 
these  are  of  ancient  honourable  famiiiei* 
and  possessing  great  hereditary  iotueoce 
in  the  coantfes  and  boroughs  where  they 
reside.  And  if  'to  these  tvVo  descriptions 
of  persons,  you  add  those,  who  may  bring 
iato  this  House  the  opinion,  nrach  too 
^hionable  in  the-  world,  that  legisliuion 
has  nothing  to  do  with  religion,  nod  that 
the  state  mis  no  right  whatever  to  intei^ 
pose  at  all,  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
Creator  and  the  convenience  of  man,  I 
cannot  think  that  the'  danger  of  the  church 
is  altogether  so  chrmertcal,  as  has  been  re- 
presented, or  that  the  clergy  are  justly 
liable  to  the  free  observations  which  have 
been  made  upon  them,  for  the  anxiety 
they  have  ventured  to  express.  Sir,  I 
cannot  avoid  saying,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  alarming  signs  of  the  times,  that  that 
venerable  body  has  been,  on  this  occasion, 
treated  with  a  rudeness  and  disrespect 
which  I  ant  confid<ent  they  have  never  be- 
fore experienced,  within  these  walla.  Sir, 
that  there  should  not  he^  io*Catholie  miiMU 
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^'spirit,  which  I  am  loth  to  call  a  spirit  of 
hottUity,  but  wmh.  rather  to  describe  as 
unfriendly  to  oar  Protestant  establisb- 
mentSi  it  is  impossible  to  conceive.  Such 
a  spirit  is  unavoidably  produced  by  the 
IbiKlamental  principles  of  their  faith,  and 
the  more  sincere  a  man  is  in  the  entertain- 
ment of  those  principles,  the  more  sincere 
most  be  his  disinclination  to  the  mainte« 
nance  of  those  establishments.  A  man  of 
common  benerolence,  really  attached  to 
the  importance  of  that  religion,  must  wish 
it  to  become  the  favoured  religion  of  his 
country.  He  would  act  in  contradiction, 
not  only  to  his  oarn  theory^  but  to  his  own 
natural  feelings,  if  he  did  not.  Sir,  those 
feelings  hare  been  expressed  with  but  little 
Reserve.  I  find  a  worthy  baronet  of  great 
authority  in  that  profession  of  faith,  though, 
by  some,  represented  as  no  friend  to  the 
higher  claims  of  that  church,  expressing 
himself  thus  in  a  published  pamphlet,  «'I 
shall  expect,  very  seriously  expect,  when 
the  subject  has  been  more  matured,  to 
hear  that  the  Irish  bishops  of  the  estab- 
lishment, having  since  made  over  a  por- 
tion of  their  revenues,  for  the  decent  main- 
tenance of  their  Catholic  brethren,  are 
ready  to  make  further  proposals,  and  to 
agree  to  an  alternate  enjoyment,  subject 
always  to  his  Majesty's  choice,  of  digni- 
ties and  emolumenu.^'  Is  this  no  language 
of  hostility  to  the  present  esublishments 
of  the  country }  If  such  views  and  ex- 
pectations are  now  avowed,  what  are  we  to 
look  for  when  they  are  advanced  further  to 
the  consummation  of  their  wishes  ?  If 
these  things  are  *done  in  the  green  leaf, 
what  will  be  done  in  the  dry  ?  Sir,  I  can- 
not but  think  that  sentiments  of  this  un- 
friendly kind  are  most  heartily  entertain- 
ed in  Ireland ;  and  for  this  reason,  that  the 
Catholic  religion  is  truly  more  Catholic  in 
that  country  than  in  any  other  Catholic 
country,  and  this  again,  for  an  obvious 
reason.  In  most  Catholic  countries  the 
doctrines  of  the  church  of  Rome  come  sof- 
tened and  ameliorated,  through  the 
ftrainers,  if  I  may  so  call  them,  of  the 
civil  government.  The  civil  government 
la  a  sort  of  middle  term;  and  the  people, 
having  a  confidence  in  the  religion  of  their 
government,  which  is  in  communion  with 
the  Church  of  Rome,  range  themselves  on 
the  side  of  their  civil  government,  whenever 
it  Gomes4nto  hostilities  with  the  pontiff.  Be*" 
fore  the  Reformation,  this  country  didsoj 
univertally,  in  the  conSicts,  which  led  to 
the  statutes  of  pr-ovisors,  prsmunires,  and 
<4hers.of  that  kind.  Jboia  FnuMCi  the  li* 
(V0L.3t!UV.) 


berties  of' the  Galilean  Church  againstF 
the  Pope,  have  always  been  popular  in 
that  country.  So  in  the  matters  of  con« 
cordats,^  even  in  Spain  itself.  But  in  Ire- 
land there  is  no  such  middle  term.  The' 
Pope  is  the  direct  head  of  the  Irish  Church  ; 
in  close  and  immediate  contact  with  it, 
without  any  cpmmuuication  through  the 
state,  which,  being  Protestant,  has  none  of 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  in  any  trans- 
actions it  may  have  with  the  Pope.  Tbey 
regard|  with  extreme  jealousy,  every  at- 
tempt of  their  civil  government  to  oppose 
his  authority.  His  dogmas,  therefore,  na- 
turally direct  the  opinions  of  the  Catholic 
Church  of  Ireland^  in  a  much  more  unqua** 
lified  way  than  those  of  other  nationat 
churches.  The  question  then  cemes,  what 
are  the  opinions  of  the  ^pontiff  upon  this 
matter  of  Protestant  establishments  ? 

Sir,  upon  this  point  I  shall  not  travel 
back  to  ancient,  and,  as  they  are  repre- 
sented, antiquated  authorities ;  I  will  use 
no  other  than  the  declarations  of  the  pre- 
sent Pope,  delivered  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  and  upon  the  most  serious  occa-^ 
sions,  within  these  four  or  five  years.  I 
find,  in  the  interesting  account  given  of  the 
transactions  of  the  Pope,  under  the  usurpa- 
tions of  Buonaparte ;  declarations  of  the 
Pope,  given  in  pastoral  instruction  to  ihie 
effect :  "  The  system  of  indifierentism 
which  does  not  in  truth  suppose  any  reli- 
gion, is  that  which  is  most  injurious  and 
opposite  to  the  Catholic  religion,  which, 
because  it  is  divine,  is  necessarily  sole  and 
unique,  and  for  that  reason  cannot  make 
an  alliance  with  any  other,  just  as  Christ 
cannot  ally  himself  with  Belial,  light  with 
darkness,  truth  with  error,  or  true  piety 
with  impiety.''  Pastoral  Instructor,  22d 
May,  1808.— So  dgain,  "We  reject  that 
all  religions  should  be  free  and  pjiblicly 
exercised,  as  contrary  to  the  canons  and 
councils,  the  Catholic  religion,  the  tran- 
quillity of  life,  and  the  good  of  the  state/' 
rage  45. — So  again,  **  The  protection, 
much  boasted  of,  for  different  worships,  is 
only  a  pretext  dnd  a  colour  to  authorise 
the  secular  power  to  meddle  in  things  spi- 
ritual, since,  in  shewing  respect  lor  alt 
sects,  with  all  their  opinions,  customs,  and 
superstitions,  a  government  does  not  re- 
spect, in  effect,  any  right,  any  insttiuiion; 
any  law  of  the  Catholic  ehucch.  Under 
such  protection,  is  concealed  a  persecu« 
tion,  the  most  crafty  and  dangerous  which 
can  be  exercised  against  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ.— He  does  not  love  or  under- 
atand  our  moat  holy  religion,  oiu  of  which 
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ibey  are  nom  esduded.  Tb«ir  opioiciip 
unavoidably  eicclude  them.  It  is  a  yerj 
fimpie,  and,  I  ihoold  bare  tbougbl»a  r^rj 
iDoffiensif  e  proposUioa.  "  Wa  caonot  io> 
▼est  voa  with  power  wbicb,  we  think, 
will  be  employed  injuriously  to  imevesu 
we  hold  dear  and  sacred^  trat  which  yea 
hold  miscbieTons  and  intolerable.  We 
lament  the  necessity,  but  we  are  com* 
pelled  to  act  upon  the  common  principk 
of  self-preser? atioD.  We  are  sorry  to  ex^^ 
elude  persons,  whose  talents  mi^ht  ba 
otherwise  useful,  and  whose  ambrtiOD,  oa 
their  part,  is  fair,  but  whose  talents  and 
ambition  would  be  £atal^  our  fiiToarita 
establishments««-and  this  withoot  any 
crime  on  their  part;  without  a0y  other 
conduct,  than  such  as  would  be  direciad 
by  their  own  moral  and  feligioos  €<m* 
science/' 

Sir,  it  is  a  fallacy  which  runs  throqgli 
the  whole  of  this  discipline,  that  we  are 
imputing  crime  or  imposing  punisbineoi-- 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.    The  i 
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there  is  no  hope  of  salvation,  who  does  not 
xevoJt  at  such  an  order  of  things/'— Hiese 
are  tbe  opinions  of  the  sopreme  head  of 
the  church,  upon  the  mere  toleration  of 
other  worships..  If  so,  what  must  be  his  opi- 
nions of  a  stale  of  things,  in  which  another 
^(vorsbip  is  dominant,  and  the  Catholic  faith 
is  in  a  state  of  depression  ?  Do  I  misre- 
present the  opinion  when  I  say  it  can  be 
no  other  than  this,  that  such  a  state  is  an 
inverted  and  unnatural  state,  which  cannot 
continue  without  endangering  the  salva- 
tion of  the  country  where  it  exists  ? 

Is  there  any  reason  to  suppose. that  the 
Catholic  church  of  Ireland  dissents  from 
the  opinions  of  the  see  of  Rome,  upon  a 
subject  so  interesting  to  their  common 
£&elings  ?  I  am  sure  I  do  not  misrepresent 
the  prelates  of  tba|  church,  when  I  de- 
scribe them  to  be  faithful  disciples  and 
notaries  of  that  see,  and  most  conscientious 
in  their  adherence  to  its  tenets— and  most 
aingttlar  it  would  be,  if  they  deserted  it, 
upon  a  point  which  is  so  immediately  coo« 
Qected  wiih  their  own  personal  interests  of 
every^ species.  It  is  quite  impossible  that 
ihey,  of  all  men,  should  be  better  satisfied 
than  the  Pope  himself  is,  with  the  Pro- 
testant ascendancy  and  with  the  compara- 
tive depression  of  their  own  church  where 
ihey  live !  But  it  is  intimated  that  the  Ca- 
tholic laity  hold  no  such  opinions.  In  the 
first  place,  I  look  in  vain  for  the  evidence^ 
of  that  fact.  In  the  second  place,  there 
vaay  be,  I  believe,  some  more  philoso- 
phical spirits,  who  entertain  other  opi- 
nions, but  who  are  charged,  in  the  suspi- 
cions of  their  brethren,  with  departing 
from  the  strict  rules  of  faith,  and  whose 
general  opinions,  upon  these  mattersj  I 
Vnust  say,  I  have  always  found  extremely 
difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  superficial 
]K>tions  of  that  faith,  which  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  from  any  exposition  of 
them ;  but,  however  that  may  be,  I  have 
BQt  a  doubt  that  the  number  of  such  per^ 
•pns  is  comparatively  smalU  and  that  the 
general  body  of  the  faithful  would  follow 
Iheir  pastors  upon  such  sal^ects.  It  is  a 
remark  of  that  piofound  observer^  who 
has  been  stiled  the  chancellor  of  human 
Bature,  lord  Clamndoiv  that  a^^  agree* 
ment  which  you  may  make  with  that 
class  of  mei^  will  signify  little,  unless  it  is 
followed  by  the  approbatioii  of  their 
clergy. 

Sir,  in  this  state  of  opiniooa,  I  cannot 
but  think  there  is  great  hAsar d  in  armiag 
such  persons  with  toe  aatbority  beleaginff 
to  many  tf  the  aituatiooi,  ttoai  viicE 


sure  we  take  is  not  one  of  criminating  po« 
nalties ;  it  is  a  mere  measure  of  ^lf-4efv 
fence,  against  opinions  and  inclimti—s^ 
which  we  do  not  presume  to  censure*  bo« 
cause  they  do  not  proteed  from  any  de- 
pravation of  mind,  but  which  we  omst 
guard  against,  because  they  import  danger 
to  interests,  which  we  cannot  aufifer  to  bo 
disturbed. 

Sir,  it  is  no  more  than  a  defeosiTe  pre* 
caution,  which  I  am  equally  inctiaed  to 
allow  to  Catholics  against  Protestants,  ler 
the  protection  of  their  religioli.  It  always 
appeared  to  me  that  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Neckar,  under  the  roysJ  govema 
of  France,  was  as  impolitic  as  it  was 
constitutional— 4hat  it  weakened  the  1 
of  that  government,  and  tended,  amongat 
many  other  causes,  to  produce  those  eahi- 
mities,  which  have  since  spread  them* 
selves  over  every  part  of  civilised  Eoropa. 

Sir,  it  appeared  to  me  thttt  the  nghl 
boo.  gentleman  answered  his  own  quea* 
tion,— where  was  the  danger  diiiectijf  at 
indirectly }  When  he  admitted^  aa  he  duA^ 
most  candidly  and  explicitly,  that  be  masl 
insist  upon  secnrities;  aad  that*  withoet 
secorities,  he  waa  disposed  to  reaisi  thn 
application;  for,  if  no  daftgec^  nor  n*t 
sonaUe  apprebeaaioo  of  danger,  why  «afl 
liar  secorities?  He  Kkewiee  appearM  m 
admit  that  the  secorityof  theprnaanl  naili 
was  net  sufficient,  for  if  it  wam  why  call 
for  other  securities?  fee  every  mnacna 
lary  secarity  required  is  a  maretyfaonical^ 
ippoiititn.   tffttiuagcenUtei 
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rect  Chan  bis  opinfon,  that  the  security, 
sflbnkd  by  the  oath,  was  iitsofficient ;  not 
upon  the  groond  that  oaths  will  not  bind 
Catholic  consciences,  (I  make  no  such  as- 
aeftlons)  but  because  the  oath  cannot  be 
(X>Rstroed  so  as  to  meet  the  apprehended 
danger.  It  cannot  be  so  interpreted,  with 
Any  fairness,  so  as  to  bind  them  to  the  de* 
fcnce  of  the  established  church,  !f  they 
think  it  inexpedient  and  smfol,  and  are 
called  upon,  tor  instance,  as  senators,  to 
pass  a  legislatire  opinion  upon  any  ques- 
tion relating  to  it.  The  oath  abjures  any 
intention  to  subrert  the  Protestant  religion 
*t  the  time  of  taking  it.  The  utmost  ef- 
fect, which  can  be  given  to  that  is,  that  it 
abjures  all  direct  purpose,  all  plan  or  pro- 
ject at  that  time.  But  would  he  not  be 
Mly  as  much  at  liberty  to  vote,  according 
to  his  own  conscience,  on  such  questions, 
as  any  other  member  of  the  House  ? 
Would  he  be  guilty  of  perjury  in  th^  opi- 
nion of  any  then  breathing,  if  he  should 
Tote  honestly  for  the  abolition  of  Protes- 
tant episcopacy,  when  such  a  question 
was  brought  before  him,  and  his  own 
conscientious  opinion  directed  the  vote  he 
ffave.  Sir,  I  take  this  to  be  as  indepen- 
dent a  member,  in  spite  of  his  oath,  as  any 
other  member  of  the  House.  If  so,  you 
leave  him,  in  the  spite  of  the  oath,  to  the 
operation  of  every  principle  and  preju- 
dice which  has  taken  possession  of  his 
mind.  And,  in  that  state  of  things,  what 
are  you  to  expect  but  a  Catholic  vote, 
vpbn  a  Protestant  subject?  Remember  the 
memorable  declaration  of  the  earl  of 
Bristol,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  upon  the 
passing  of  the  Test  Act.— ^'  Upon  the 
whole  matter,  my  lords,  however  the  sen- 
timents of  a  Catholic  of  the  chdrch  of 
Rome  may  oblige  me,  upon  scruple  of 
conscience,  in  some  particulars  of  this 
Bill  to  give  my  negative  to  it,  when  it 
comes  to  passing ;  yet  as  a  member  of  a 
Protestant  parliament  my  advice  cannot 
but  go  along  with  the  main  scope  of  it.*** 
Mere  is  the  natural  working  of  the  reli- 
gious Conscience  of  the  Catholic  against 
the  prtidential  and  political  conscience: 
—The  measure  proclaimed  to  be  right 
and  fh,  but  the  vote  directed  against  it, 
because  it  tended  to  the  safety  of  the  Pro- 
testant establishments  of  the  country, 
which,  as  a  disciple  of  the  church  of 
Roma,  he  was  bound  religiously  to  dis^ 
countenance. 

♦  Sec  new  ParNamentary  History  of 
Bngland,  vol  4/  p.  5  W. 


Sir,  what  are  the  securities  proposed  f 
1st.  The  Veto,  and  2d,  the  Domestic  No« 
mrnation  of  Prelates.  The  Veto,  after  an 
apparent  acceptance,  has  been  rejected 
with  abhorrence ;  and  the  domestic  nomi* 
nation  with  increased  \ibhorrence.  t  re- 
member incurring  some  degree  of  ridi- 
cule in  this  House,  some  years  ago,  for  in- 
timating that  such  wouldf  be  its  fate  ;  for 
it  always  appeared  to  me  more  objection- 
able, ir  it  is  possible  to  extract  any  know- 
ledge of  Catholic  principles  from  the  ordi* 
nary  sources  of  general  information  upon 
such  subjects.  It  is  certainly  a  greater 
violence  to  those  principles  to  discard  the 
Pope  entirely,  and  to  create  an  indepen- 
dent church,  internally  governed  without 
him,  than  to  admit  his  authority,  con- 
trouled  by  some  interference  on  the  part 
of'  the  civil  sovereign.  Take  away  the 
Pope,  and  you  take  away  all  the  spiritual 
authority,  which  is  merely  derivative  from 
him.— No  bishops, — no  priests,— no  valid 
administration  of  sacraments.  For  all 
these  offices  and  functions  are  emanationa 
of  that  spiritual  authority,  which  resides 
plenarily  and  fundamentally  in  him.  To 
"be  sure,  the  last  concordat  with  Buona- 
parte seems  to  imply  some  surrender  of 
this  sacred  supremacy,  for  it  expressly 
provides,  "  that  if  the  Pope  does  not  con- 
fer the  investiture  within  a  certain  time» 
the  metropolitan  shall  do  it.**  This 
amounts  to  little  less  than  an  abdication  of 
the  papacy,  and  only  proves  that  the  spirit 
and  firmness  of  that  venerable  person  (fot 
I  wish  to  speak  of  him  without  disrespect) 
have  at  last  sunk  under  his  necessity  and 
distresses.  However  this  may  be,  both 
these  professed  securities  were  rejected  b^ 
the  Irish  church,  with  horror,  as  contami* 
nating  the  ark  of  God. 

Sir,  when  I  hear  it  said,  (as  I  hear  i^ 
repeatedly  said)  that  these  are  the  intem- 
perate expressions  of  violent  men,  I  loolt 
about  in  vain  for  any  grave  and  public 
disclaimer  of  them — they  appear  to  ex- 
press the  universal  sentimenti— the  feeling^ 
of  reverend  prelates— no  public  body  dis-^ 
claims  them  —  nobody  protests  against 
them.  There  is  a  profound  silence  on 
the  other  side,  if  any  such  side  exi.^ts.  If 
other  sentiments  are  felt,  why  are  they 
not  expressed  ?  Why  compel  us  to  pre- 
sume an  unanimity  in  the  opinion  so  vo- 
ciferously proclaimed,  that,  to  require 
th'e  securities,  is  insult  sind  injury^  and 
persecution  ? 

These  particular  securities  being  out  of 
the  ijuestiodi  (supposing  that  their  suffi* 
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ciency  wai  admiUed)  what  other*  are  pre- 
pared ?  i  bear  of  none,  and  therefore  am 
compelled  to  conclude,  that  if  the  thing 
is  to  lakie  place,  it  mutt  take  place  with- 
out ady  securities  at  ail.  It  has  been  ad* 
mitted  by  almost  every  gentleman,  that. 
Without  reference  to  any  other  considerap 
tion,  foreign  influence,  which  is  to  be 
watched  at  all  times,  is  to  be  guarded 
against;  peculiarfy,  when  the  Pope  is 
liable  to  be  considered  either  as  the  cap- 
tire  or  as  the  proleg6  of  Buonaparte ;  or, 
indeed,  as,  in  different  respects  both  ;  for 
be  is  his  captive,  as  chained  to  a  residence 
fn  France;--^'  fiber  non  est  qui  non  potest 
fre  quo  vult ;'  and  yet  he  has  been  re*in- 
Tested  with  some  authority,  some  re  venue, 
and  is  aasored  of  particular  protection,  for 
ihe  numerous  wants  of  the  church.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  see  that  the  t^ontlff's 
power  is  Buonaparte's  power ;  that  his 
concordat  will  be  Buonaparte's  concordat; 
in  shori,  (hat  he  is  not  in  a  treatable  condi* 
tion*  But  if  even  that  were  not  the  case, 
there  still  remains  the  radical  objection  of 
»  conscientious  hostility  to  Protestant  es> 
iablishmenta.  It  is  said,  that  no  such  ap* 
prehensions  are  entertained  by  other  Pro- 
testant states.  But  they  are  no  authori- 
lies  upon  the  point.  For,  first,  the  Pro- 
testant religion  is  not  deeply  incorporated 
in  their  civil  constitutions,  if  civil  consti- 
tutions they  have ;  most  of  then^  being 
despotic  states,  i^  which  the  prince  has  a 
ready  corrective^  in  his  own  hand,  for  any 
loconvenien.ee  which  may  be  apprehend- 
ed. In  the  next  place,  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics do  not  bear  ^e  same  formidable 
proportion  of  numbers.  Here  is  a  great 
pountffr^  the  population  of  which*  is  de-. 
scribed  to  be  generally  Catholic  ;  at  any 
rate,  the  Pi^testants  are  in  a  minority. 
If,  to  the  advantage  of  such  superior  nmn- 
bers,  growing,  as  they  have  been  describ- 
iid,  in  knowledge  and  in  wealth,  you  add 
an  equal  access  to  power,  how  long  wi4l 
the  equality  subsist  ?  Is  it  in  nattire  that 
it  should  not  be  overthrown  ?  You  can 
meet  the  advantage  of  numbers,  only  by 
the  advantage  of  the  possession  of  power 
—by  making  the  few  govern  the  many  ; 
4he  actoal  footing  on  which  all  govern- 
ments exist,  whatever  be  the  theory  oq 
which  they  are  founded.  But  if  the  ma- 
jority (jKi  qualified)  have  power,  in  con- 
junction with  numbers,  it  is  very  easy 
to  foresee  how  tbe'  minority  will  be  dis- 
posed of. 

•.    It  is  said,  that  all  this  assumes  i^  princi- 
|4e  of  hostility,  in  Catholic  mmds^  to 


I  Protestant  establishments.  Sir^  if  I  coai4. 
readily  conceive  the  case  of  two  great  re- 
ligious parties,  equally  and  peaceably  di- 
viding the  power  of  a  great  state,  or  en-* 
gaging  in  struggles  fpr  it,  with  a  total 
oblivion  of  their  religious  di&renccs^  I 
should  be  inclined  to  admit  that  no  nus- 
chief  might  possibly  follow*  But  1  fear- 
that  that  state  of  things  is  reserved  for  th» 
times  when  the  leopard  is  to  lie  dowa 
with  the  lamb.  Are  we  entitled  to  expeet 
that  state  of  things  from  tbe  fpast  expe-^ 
rienCe  of  that  country  ?  is  there  a  coaa-. 
try,  in  which  religious  seal  has  mada 
more  intemperate  and  more  persevering 
struggles  for  the  possession  of  power  ^ 
Would  these  struggles  be  less  violent  and 
less  persevering,  when  they  advanced 
more  to  a  footing  of  equality  ;  when  iht 
party,  which  complained  of  depressions 
had  advanced  nearer  to  the  complatioQ 
of  their  wishes.  Look  at  the  experiencer 
of  other  countries.  What  was  the  result 
of  the  treaty  of  Oliva,  in  Poland  ?  What 
was  the  result  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  ia 
France,  celebrated  as  a  master-piece  oi 
pacific  policy  ?  And  both  founded  oa 
principles  of  distribution  of  power.  Did 
not  parties  become  envenomed,  atrogglc| 
more  acrimonious,  till  allayed,  at  last,  bj 
a  return  (though  carried  to  most  luofdH 
nate  lengths)  to  that  policy,  which  the 
practice  of  most  nations  has  been  content 
to  adopt,  of  giving  a  decided  ascendant  to 
that  religion,  which  it  approves;  and 
keepii>g  its  opponents,  not  in  a  degraded 
condition,  but  in  that  disarn^ed  state,,  as  to^ 
the  possession  of  power,  whicb  is  iodia* 
pensably  requisite  for  the  preservation  of 
that  ascendancy.  Myvhumble,  but  con- 
fident opinioa  is,  that  the  measure  pro- 
posed, instead  of  being  a  measure  of  peace, 
will  only  sound  the  trumpet  of  religiooa 
and  civil  animosity. 

Sir,  what  is  the  measure  proposed^  to  as,, 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as  tbe  result 
of  the  really  profound  wisdom,  which  he 
has  applied,  to  the  consideration  of  tba 
subject  I  That  we  should  pass  an  act.  in? 
eluding  the  securities,  which  we  think  nt^ 
cessary  to  obtain ;  such  act  to  be  aospendr 
ed  in  execution  till  the  Catholics  shall  ba 
content  to  give  those  securities.  I  caimofr 
help  thinlung  this  «Ade  of  legialatk^ 
de  oene  euc,  is  very  novel,  and.  very  inccAiii^ 
venient  It  may  be  a  totally  jiugato^ 
exercise  of  our  legislative  powers,  and^  ^ 
we  can  trust  strong  declarations,  jrJUj|^£r= 
Uinly  be  so.  If  it  should  so  turn  ootp.  it 
wiircerttiiittly  be  no  very  dijjnifiad  iM;t 
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uselttl  exercise  of  iheee  powers.    But  if 
there  U  bo  reasoo  to  hope  that  good  will 
be  done^  is  there  no  reason  to  fear  that 
inach  mischief  will  be  done  ?  It  can  be  no 
secret^  that  there  are  very  large  portions 
of  the  Gommanity,  in  both  countries,  who 
regard  the  attempt  with  the  most  painfal 
anxiety,  and  who  deprecate  such  conces- 
sions to  the  Catholics.    And  these  persons. 
Sir,  are  not  Tabble ;    they  are  not  unin- 
iDrmed    persons,   without   chatacter    or 
weight  in  the  community*    They  com* 
pose  some  of  its  most  serious  and  consi- 
derate, and  respectable  classes.    In  this 
.  condition  of  things,  all  that  will  be  achier- 
ed,  will  be  so  much  positive  evil,  without 
any  counterbalance  of  good.    Here  will 
be  an  idle  parade  of  legislative  benevo- 
lence, producing  nothing  but  extreme  un- 
easiness and    dissatisfaction    among    the 
Protestants,  and  increased  ferments  and 
resentn^nts  amongst  the  Catholics.    For, 
if  such  proposals  are  regarded  as  insults 
and  persecutions,  I  do  not  see  how  they 
are  much  recommended  to  the  affections 
of  the  Catholics,  by  merely  being  put  into 
the  black-letter  of  an  act  of  parliament. 
It  really  never  occurred  to  me  that  an  in- 
sult would  be  at  all  lessened  in  their  feel- 
ings of  it,  for  being  offered  to  them  by  the 
legislature  of  their  country. 

On  such  grounds  as  these  (omitting 
many  others  in  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
question,  and  in  my  own  exhausted  state) 
I  shall  certainly  vote  against  going  into  a 
committee.    If  there  are  particular  griev- 
ancesy  apply  the  remedy  to  each  case, 
fairly  and  distinctly  considered ;  but  do 
not  open  a  wholesale  shop  of  grievances. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  such  a  shop  would  be 
plentifully  fed,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session,  with  fresh  importations  from  the 
,  Catholic  board  at  Dublin,  which,  as  far 
fltf  I  can  judge  from  two  volumes  I  have 
perused,  is  a  very  well  stocked  depot  of 
such  articles.    But  do  not  let  the  legis- 
lature let  loose  the  angry  passions  of  men, 
upon   subjects  most  likely  to  excite,  in 
times  of  difficulty  and  danger;  for  such  I 
.conceive  the  times  still  to  be,  though 
otherwise  described   by  the    right  hon. 
gentleman.     The  modern  Hannibal,  or 
rather  Attila,  still  lives..  We  have  scotched 
the  snake,  not  killed  it.    We  have  to  op- 
pose, by  every  means,  which  human  pru- 
denc^e  can  suggest,  the  most  subtle  and 
bloody  tyrant  which  has  ever  infested  the 
earth.    Let  us  not  waste  any  portion  of 
pur    strength  in  aggravated   contentions 
lunongst  ourselves,    .    . 


Str,l€aiinot  sit  down  without  expressing  - 
a  regret,  that  I  haye  yet  heard  nothing  of 
the  plans  which  we  bad  reason  to  expect, 
from  two  honourable  friends  of  mine,  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State,  who  sits  near 
me,  and  my  riffht  hon.  friend,  on  the 
bench  below,  f  must  do  the  eloquent 
mover  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that  he* 
fttirly  stated  his  plan,  though  I  cannot 
agree  with  him  in  thinking  it  satisfactory. 
That  plan  was  to  embody,  in  his  act  for- 
the  Catholics,  a  declaration,  couched  in 
the  strongest  terms,  of  the  firm  and  eternal 
establishment  of  the  national  church.  W» 
all  remember  the  effect  of  declaratory 
acts  in  the  case  of  America-^a  right  main- 
tained in  words,  given  up  in  facts,  and 
never  afterwards  recovered.  I  think  it 
but  a  feeble  security  ;  and  if  I  rightly  in^ 
terpret  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to  whose 
speeches  I  have  had  frequent  occasions  to 
advert,  bis  expectations  were  not  satisfied 
with  it,  for  he  was  looking  out  for  further 
securities.  However,  I  must  do  justice,  at 
least,  to  the  candour  and  frankness  of  the 
original  mover.  I  regret  that  I  cannot 
pay  the  same  compliment  to  my  hon* 
friends,  from  both  of  whom,  and  parti* 
cularly  from  my  right  hon.  friend,  who 
obtained  the  resolution  of  parliament,  last 
year,  some  elucidation  of  their  further 
views  might  naturally  have  been  expect* 
ed,  at  the  beginning  of  this  debate.  At 
present,  they  drive  us,  darkling,  into  this 
committee,  for  surely  it  is  no  better,  to 
reserve  their  plans  till  a  very  late  hoor,-.- 
wben  no  man  worketh, — when  it  is  im- 
possible to  devote  any  faculty  of  a  fa- 
tigued mind^  to  a  fair  consideration  of 
them.  I  hope  they  will  immediately  re- 
collect this ;  in  the  mean  time  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  my  decided  vote  is  against 
going  into  i\xe  proposed  Committee. 

Lord  CaHkreagh  said,  it  was  with  ^reat 
pain  and  distrust  in  his  own  individual 
judgment,  that  he  felt  himself,  on  the 
present  occasion,  compelled  to  differ  frpm 
those  with  whom  he  usually  acted ;  but 
a  sense  of  duty  alone  would  influence  his 
vote  that  night.  He  never  felt  less  prone 
to  suffer  personal  considerations  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  a  great  public  ques- 
tion, conducted  as  it  had  been  throughout 
with  the  utmost  moderation  and  temper  ; 
he  hoped,  therefore,  that  if  he  held  him- 
self bound  to  repel  an  accusation  brought 
against  him  by  a  right  hon.  and  learned 
l^entleman,  (Mr.  Plunket)  on  a  preced-^ 
ing  evenings  that  right  ^on.  gentlemaA 
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ifuskl  impute  ilie  aiMirmr  to  ttetinoare 
respect  which  he  tbooghi  dee  tu  every 
thing  which  fell  from  fo  ditiififfiiiebed  a 
cberacter.  It  was  charged  te  biai  as  a 
fmeH,  that  holding  the  opiniena  which  be 
beld  on  this  subject,  he  had  eonseated  to 
form  part  of  an  administration,  whose  un* 
dbrslood  principle,  upon  thehr  accession  to 
office,  was  a  resistance  ef  the  Catholic 
claims.  He  most  say  ia  answer  to  this 
cfcarore,  that  so  far  from  feeling  it  to  be 
disadvantageoos  to  the  eenptre  that  the 
cenCrol  of  government  should  be  withheld 
from  tbis  measure,  he  most  decidedly 
thvaght  that  it  ought  te  be  above  all  others 
entirely  free  from  party  struggle.  If  it 
cwild  not  be  carried  by  the  cordial  on* 
biassed  wishesof  all  parties,— if  it  were  not 
MMmpt  from  all  innaence  except  its  own 
prmctple  and  the  deliberate  judgment  of 
the  represented  Commons  of  England, — 
it  could  nerer  be  a  btessing  to  the  nation. 

The  risbt  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
(whose  talents  excited  the  highest  admira- 
tion, and  whose  convincing  speech  could 
oeverbe  forgot)  might  easily  call  to  his 
recollection,  whether  it  was  a  taste  for  of- 
fice or  a  sense  of  duty  which  induced  the 
present  administration  some  time  ago  to 
remain  in  power.  He  might  also  recol- 
lect, that  the  present  was  not  the  first  ad* 
ministration  which  had  been  divided  on 
this  very  subject :  that  of  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  formed  so  distinguished  a 
part,  it  was  well  known  was  so  constituted, 
that  the  only  Catholic  measure  iu  which 
the  persons  in  that  cabinet  could  concur, 
was  that  Bill  which  they  afterwards  aban- 
doned; consenting  to  remain  in  office, 
and  holding  themselves  entitled  to  gpve 
iadividual  opinions,  instead  of  the  united 
weight  of  government,  on  this  very  same 
proposition,  which  was  now  before  the 
House. 

As  to  the  measure  itself,  his  opinion 
was  decidedly  in  favour  of  it,  as  it  had 
been  last  session.  Though  he  had  been 
called  upon  by  his  right  hon.  friend^  he 
did  not  think  himself  bound  to  originate 
any  specific  plan :  he  confessed  that  he 
thoi^t  he  saw  almost  insurmountable  dif- 
ficulties to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
proposed  object :  yet  he  did  not  feel  the 
less  inclined  cordially  to  embark  in  the 
proposition  which  had  been  made  last 
year  by  one  right  hon.  ffentleman,  and 
this  year  by  another  right  hon.  eentleman, 
because  he  was  willing,  tboogb  he  could 
not  see  his  way  himself,  to  follow  the 
views  of  9ther%  who  might  be  able  to  ef- 


fect that  which  wasoetobviouato  his  < 
nMnd.  It  was  evidently  the  peevaithig 
sense  of  the  Homo  last  session,  that  a 
Committee  should  be  appointed,  that  it 
might  be  ascertained  what  were  the  pre* 
ciee  difficultiee  of  this  important  ^estion ; 
what  were  the  obstacles  which  caused  il 
to  stand  still ;  and  whether  and  how  €w 
these  impediments  could  he  removed! 
TbeD»  as  noW|  he  was  Imnself  determinedr 
never  tiMMSent  to  any  proposition  which 
should  not  secure  the  established  refigion; 
but  he  araet  say,  that  when  he  coaapawd 
the  present  ntuation  of  eflTairs  with  tern 
stale  of  things  at  that  time,  he  conid  see 
no  substantive  changes  since  the  last  year 
which  should  induce  the  House  to  come 
to  a  different  decision.  As  to  the  tamper 
evinced  by  the  Catholics  (which  he  la- 
mented as  tending  to  the  destroctien  ef 
their  own  hopes),  what  feelings  were  now 
expressed  by  that  body,  which  had  not 
appeared  las>  year  ?  The  situation  of  the 
Pope  was  not  efl^tually  altered ;  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Catholic  bishops,  as  lo  the 
operation  of  his  confinement,  was  givew 
so  far  back  as  November  1809.  All  these 
obstacles  were,  therefore,  in  as  full  force 
in  the  last  year,  as  they  were  now.  Why, 
then,  it  would  be  asked|  did  he  then  con* 
sent  to  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon^ 
gentleman  ?  for  this  reason — because, 
though  his  own  understanding  did  net 
furnish  him  with  the  means  of  seeing  hit 
way  through  the  opposing  difficulties,  yet 
he  thought  it  a  subject  becoming  the 
united  wisdom  of  parliament  toinv^tigale 
and  determine. 

It  was  said,  that  there  had  been,  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  a  great  change  in  pnh- 
lic  opinion ;  he  diflered  with  those  who 
thought  so.  But  if  it  were  so,  he  should 
think  this  an  additional  reason  for  a  luli 
and  impartial  discussion.  For  himself,  he 
could  not  collect,  from  the  public  temper 
expressed  in  the  petitions,  that  the  people 
would  be  averse  from  Catholic  conceaakNi, 
provided  the  measure  should  be  aceooa- 
panted  with  proper  regulations,  and  the 
Catholic  tone  were  less  violettt  and  inteiB* 
perate.  It  was  certainly  true,  that  a  ^^tf 
respectable  number  of  Protestants,  both  m 
Engltod  and  Ireland,  had  a  general  dttiilm 
to  the  measure ;  yet  this  was  by  do  mcif 
the  universal  or  the  more  prevailing  '€»pi» 
nion.  There  were,  indeed,  strong  frrfingfi 
on  this  subject  among  the  great  m»w  ef 
the  population ;  yet  those  prejudices  weta 
so  softened  and  altered,  that,  had  the  Ch* 
(holies  assumed  a  milder  hmguaj^  thi 
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e^QBtry  wooM  kMre  fell  a  Ytry  diBbfani 
dkpMiiiMi.  Ai  a  proof  of  tbia,  bo  would 
refei;  at  well  to  the  tenor  of  noBi  of  the 
petitioDa*  at  to  the  tone  of  moderation  and 
lenu^  wbieh  had  perraded  the  debate. 

He  woold  now  oier  •  ftw  remarke  on 
one  or  two  views  of  this  sobjecft»  as  taken 
by  bon*  membere  who  bad  preceded  bioa* 
As  to  the  dodaration  of  the  Cathoyca» 
that  aU  regolatiens  woold  be  mockeries 
aod  iiisttlt8,-*he  fclt  fhat  be  should  be  act* 
ing  a  contemptible  part»  if  be  held  out  u 
them  the  prospect  of  desired  pri? ileges  on 
conditions,  whicb  as  men  of  honour*  or  in 
consistency  to  the  iaith  of  their  ancestors, 
Ibey  could  not  conscientiously  accept. 
An  boa.  general  had  alleged  that  such 
muBt  be  the  case  witb  respect  to  any  rem* 
lataoos :  this  was  not  the  language  bekiia 
1795 :  such  a  reflection  would  then  have 
been  tbouf;bt  a  reproach.  What !  shall 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  declare,  that  they 
cannot  consent  to  adhere  to  such  a  consti- 
tot*on  of  things,  as  has  prevailed  in  all  Ca« 
tholk  countries  in  Europe  ?  Soch  a  pre« 
tence  wouM  be  quite  idle :  they  twfti  see, 
thi^  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  countries, 
there  could  be  nothing  inconsistent  or  un« 
reasonable  in  the  proposed  scheme  of  re- 
gulation. Such  an  argument  was,  there- 
lore,  highly  injodicioos ;  and  he  would 
defend  the  Catbolics  against  the  imputa- 
tion that  such  were  their  sentiments :  if 
tbey  were,  they  were  much  altered  since 
be  bad  tfa«  opportunity  of  knowing  them 
in  I79S. 

He  wished  to  speak  of  the  Catholic  Ikitb 
in  the  only  part  in  which  it  appeared  to 
him  to  touch  upon  tbis  subject.  In  ad* 
verting  to  the  tenets  of  an  establishment, 
great  forbearance  should  be  exercised; 
avcry  church  had  on  iu  records,  tenets,  of 
which  it  in  time  became  ashamed ;  these, 
though  obsolete,  were  suffered  to  remain, 
because  it  was  frequently  a  difficult  and 
unpleasant  employment  to  wipe  away  the 
orrars  of  our  ancestors.  The  Pastoral  of 
the  Pope,  which  had  been  so  much  repro- 
bated,  was  iuued  at  a  time  when  he  was 
completely  stripped  of  power,  and  must 
be  considered  as  an  angrjf  effusion  uttered 
in  self-defence.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be 
blind  to  the  danger  of  the  power  of  the 
Papal  see :  it  might  be  rendered  formida- 
ble m  a  polkioal  instrument,  and  his  opi- 
Bions  might  become  strong  engines  of  at* 
Inek  to  serve  partknlar  purposes.  He  well 
eswv,  that  not  all  the  might  of  the  emperor 
of  France  was  able  to  depress  or  destroy 
Iba  lAflnenceoCtheF^pe;  aol  not  long 


Matea  t,  1S1S»  [tOtf 

since  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
effects  of  this  influence.  In  the  expeditton 
of  general  Moore,  a  courier  was  iaier« 
ceptod,  who  was  conveying  to  Buonapartft 
the  weekly  dispaich  of  Foucb6,  the  mu 
nisler  of  police.  In  this  document  wm 
explained  the  state  of  the  poblic  mind ; 
and  it  was  predicted,  that  Buonaparti 
woold  succeed  in  Spain,  if  he  did  not  aU 
tempt  to  do  violoice  to  the  Pope,  and 
through  him  to  the  enifersal  Caibolto 
feeling  throughout  Europe.  Attention 
was  paid  to  this  advice,  and  it  was  not  till 
after  the  defeat  of  Austria  that  the  Pope 
was  humiliated :  and  now,  when  difficul- 
ties pressed  on  the  ruler  of  France,  the 
Pope  was  released.  He  did  not,  therefore^ 
deny  that  the  influence  of  the  Pope  wae 
great,-— that,  wielded  in  conjunction  with 
the  resources  of  the  French  empire,  it 
might  be  formidable.  The  Pope,  there* 
fore,  became  a  proper  object  of  consiitn^ 
tional  jealousy ;  but  he  did  not  the  less 
feel,  on  this  account,  the  necesnty  of 
entering  into  thb  great  question,  and  pro-* 
viding  the  best  remedies  against  all  possi*^ 
hie  danger.  He  would  not  consent  to  stiv 
a  step,  unless  he  was  convinced  that  every 
step  would  be  secure  :  but  be  was  con« 
vinced  that  if  the  Catbolics  should  be  sul^ 
fered  to  embark  in  one  common  cause  witb 
common  privileges,  the  nation  was  strong 
enough  not  to  suffer  by  this  allowed  nnioo 
in  a  common  interest.  Whatever  might 
be  the  sentiments  of  the  P^pe,  the  condoct 
of  the  Catholics  bad  been  most  friendly  to 
the  British  constitntion  ;  and  he  conjured 
them  now  to  consider,  that,  in  the  proposed 
regulations,  no  ether  principles,  no  other 
modes  of  action  would  be  adopted,  than 
what  were  common  to  all  Catholic  states 
in  Europe.  Even  in  Spain,  the  govern* 
meat  had  been  so  jealous  of  Papal  interfer-* 
ence,  that  by  an  act  of  state,  they  extin-* 
guished  the  power  of  the  Pope  till  it 
should  operate  merely  for  religious,  and 
not  for  political  purposes.  All,  tlierefore^ 
/that  was  intended  to  be  offered  by  way  of 
secnrity,  appeared  to  be  the  fundamental 
policy  of  cf  ery  state :  and  the  Catbelice 
should  remember,  that  the  precedent  waa 
drawn  from  the  records  of  those  timee 
when  their  ancestors  lakl  the  foondaiion  ot 
our  liberties. 

As  authorities  have  been  adduced,  (con« 
tinned  lord  Castlereagh>)  to  which  th# 
House  seems  inclined  to  pay  every  proper 
attention  and  deference,  it  would  be  a 
dereliction  of  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  tb« 
ehaiacter  ef  Mr.  Pitt»  aa  well  es  to  mjr 
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«wn  feelings  and  conTiction,  were  I,  on 
the  present  occasion,  interesting  as  it  i%, 
both  from  the  rast  importance  ot  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  circumstances  under  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  discuss  it«  to  omit 
stating  the  opinions  of  that  great  states- 
man; I  must,  therefore,  with  the  most 
perfect  candour,  declare,  that  with  all  the 
means  which  I  possessed  in  the  full  confi- 
dence of  friendship  with  Mr.  Pitt,  I  had 
no  reason  whatever  to  suppose,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  enquiry  as  proposed  to  be 
BOW  instituted  into  the  claims  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  the  adoption  of  measures  of 
concession  proportionate  to  the  justice  of 
those  claims,  were  not  only  expedient, 
wise,  and  salutary,  but  fundamentally  ne- 
cessary. I  am,  at  the  same  time,  bound  to 
observe,  that  he  thought  the  principal 
objections  arising  to  these  concessions, 
•prang out  of  the  violent  and  inconsiderate 
Tiews  entertained  and  expressed  by  the 
Kotnan  Catholics  themselves.  But  al- 
though these  were  his  sentiments,  and  to 
bis  expression  of  them,  I  am  at  this  mo- 
ment enabled  to  bear  the  most  unequivocal 
testimony,  I  can  safely  add,  that  during 
the  whole  of  my  friendly  and  political  in* 
tercourse  with  him,  !  never  could  at  any 
one  period  discover,  that  the  determina- 
tion of  his  mind  was  changed  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  concessions  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  either  in  the  justice  or  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure.  I  have.  Sir, 
taken  the  liberty  to  be  thus  explicit,  be- 
cause my  confidence  and  conviction  are 
strengthened,  not  only  by  the  means  I 
possevsed  of  knowing  his  mind  and  feel- 
ings, but  because  my  recollection  of  his 
opmions  is  unimpaired. 

During  the  present  as  on  all  former  dis- 
cussions, the  word  *  security'  has  been 
used,  and  used  certainly,  I  admit,  with 
great  propriety  as  far  as  the  true  sense  of 
the  word  respects  our  establishment  in 
^hurch  and  State.  If  I  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  expression,  I  should  not 
besiute  to  call '  security'  the  adoption  of 
iome  system,  whatever  that  system  may 
be,  which,  prevailing  as  it  does  in  every 
Catholic  country,  ought  not  to  be  denied 
to  a  country,  Protestant  in  the  establish- 
ment of  iu  civil  and  political  rights, — Pro- 
testant in  their  progressive  state, — and 
Protestant  in  their  present '  permanence 
and  ultimate  prosperity.  There  is  one 
broad  principle  which  I  can  never  be 
induced  to  abandon,— I  mean  the  guards 
and  provisions  necessary  to  be  adopted,  in 
ctrd^r  tomtet  and  counteract  tbe  interfef- 


ence  of  the  court  of  Rome,  with  regard  tm 
its  political  opinions,  and  the  diasemtoa- 
tion  of  them  in  a  country  which  does  not 
entertain  religious  doctrines  of  a  similar 
nature.  This  safeguard,  although  required 
by  the  establishments  of  Catholic  coontries 
themselves,  is  still  more  decidedly  called 
for  and  enforced  by  the  peculiar  aitmtioft 
of  the  Pope,  who,  being  detained  by  our 
most  inveterate  enemy,  may  be  compelled 
to  become  the  instrument  of  his  perndioos 
and  ambitious  views.  I  should  not,  in  my 
allusion  to  the  influence  of  the  papal  aa« 
thority,  forget  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  uses  and  employments  to 
which  the  different  orders  of  Monks  and 
Friars  dependent  upon  the  will  of  their  dif- 
ferent principals,  may  be  perverted  for  the 
attainment  of  political  ends,  in  consequence 
of  the  commands  of  these  principals,  to 
whom  their  respective  orders  and  inatita- 
tions  have  sworn  submission  and  obedience. 
Why,  let  me  ask,  are  the  commnnicatioiis 
from  the  see  of  Rome,  or  from  the  princi- 
pals of  these  religious  orders,  to  be  made 
matter/  of  secrecy  ?  What  necessity  can 
there  be  for  concealment  ?  Certainly  none, 
but  in  the  single  point  of  confession.  I 
am.  Sir,  now  speakmg  with  respect  to  ^cts 
which  cannot  be  contradicted,  and  vrith 
the  truth  of  which  every  Catholic  b  ac- 
quainted* Whfre  concealment  is  neces- 
sary, I  can  have  no  objection  to  conceal- 
ment in  matters  of  pure  religion  and  cob- 
scientious  feeling;  but  in  those  commoo 
acts  of  public  intercourse,  secrecy  and  coa- 
cealment  are  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
must  necessarily  become  the  subject  of 
distrust  and  well-founded  suspicion. 

Having,  Sir,  noticed  the  nature  of  flie 
security  to  which  I  naturally  look  a 
the  course  of  the  proceedings  whith 
may  be  adopted  in  the  Committee,  I  next 
direct  my  attention  to  the  Veto,  which  has 
so  frequently  become  the  subject  of  c^ 
cossion,  both  in  and  out  of  doors.  After 
all  the  care  I  have  bestowed  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  this  point,  I  must  confenl 
am  at  a  loss  to  find  how  the  Catholics  can 
find  it  inconsistent,  as  it  has  in  certain 
cases  been  maintained,  with  the  best  spirit 
of  their  religion,  and  with  the  justice  of 
their  claims.  I  have  been  latel  jr  led  to  be- 
lieve, and  I  am  now  confirmed  in  the  npU 
nion,  that  this  Veto  affords,  not  only  no 
satisfaction  to  the  Catholics,  but  that  H  k 
even  condemned  as  a  measure  which  #s 
have  no  right  to  require.  But,  Sir^  ba 
this  as  it  may,  it  becomes.my  doty  to  et^a 
facta  ai  they  bi^ye  actoaUy  ^occoiM^aBl 
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to  tnure  the  House  that  this  Veto  vf  as  not 
propoaed  either  by  myself  or  by  those 
with  wboio  I  had  the  honour  to  act*     On 
the  coatrary»  Sir,  I  can  venture  to  state^ 
that  it  was  formally  and  explicitly  pro- 
posed to  his  Msyesty's  ministers  by  the 
Koman  Catholics  themselves.    I  can  also 
state,  with  the  same  confidence,  that  no 
idea  was  ever  entertained  of  acquiring  pa- 
tronage in  the  Catholic  church,  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  in  consequence  of 
the  Veto,  which  was  not,  as  I  have  observ- 
ed, the  favourite  measure  of  my  colleagues 
or  myself,  but  which>  in  truth,  was  first 
held  out  as  the  result  of  the  best  wishes 
and  mature  deliberations  of  the  Catholics 
themselves.     I  will  be  still  more  explicit 
on  this  bead  ;    and  1  can  add,  that  such 
was  their  liberality  on  the  occasion,  that 
they  ran  before  the  wishes,  and  outstripped 
the  desires  of  the  government  itself.     I  am 
therefore,  authorised  In  laying  down  this 
plain  and  undeniable  principle,  that  the  Ro- 
man Catholics,  in  their  avowed  character  as 
honest  men,  have  no  right  to  attribute  to 
the  government  any  idea  of  acquiring  patro- 
na^  in  the  Catholic  church  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Veto ;  and  that  the  Veto  was  in 
reality  not  suggested  by  the  government, 
but  was  proposed  to  the  consideration, 
and  recommended  to  the  adoption,  of  mi- 
nisters by  themselves.     This  principle  did 
not  go  by  any  means,  or  by  any  possfbie 
operation,  to  sever  the  Pope  from  the  Ca- 
tholic church.     It  was  proposed  to  learn 
from  their  own  statements  and  opinions, 
the  atate  and  condition  of  the  individuals 
whom  they  were  de8ir(»us  of  placing  in 
the  situations  which  they  wished,  to  have 
properly  filled ;  the  proposition  came  with 
the  more  earnestness,  from  the  certain  con- 
viction that  it  was  calculated  to  prevent  the 
revival  of  jealousies,  and  the  diffusion  of 
animosities  and  bickerings,  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  and  happiness  of  the  commu- 
nity at  large. 

In  expressing  my  wish  to  go  into  the 
comoiittee,  I  do  it  the  more  sincerely,  be- 
cause I  am  convinced  it  is  the  best  and 
the  only  way  of  meeting  the  wishes  of 
those  who  are  friendly  to  the  Catholics, 
and  of  encountering  and  satisfying  the  ob- 
jections of  those  who  are  inimical  to  their 
claims.  I  concur  in  resting  this  right 
upon  the  same  principle  which  I  laid 
down  and  supported  last  year..  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  brought  forward  this 
[|ue8tion, — in  a  way  certainly  which  does 
tionour  to  his  candour  and  abihties,  no 
[ess  than  to  the  cau«e  which  \kt  advocates, 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


—tells  us,  that  he  means  to  propose  in  tha 
committee  a  general  Resolution,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  Bill  which  he  intends  to 
propose  ;  and  he  assures  us,  that  the  Bill 
will  be  in  strict  conformity  to  the  Resolu- 
tion. This  line  of  conduct  I  think  per- 
fectly fair,  for  the  Bill  must  of  course  be 
submitted  to  the  committee,  and  afler 
having  undergone  the  examination  which 
it  may  be  found  to  require,  it  will  be  then 
for  toe  House  to  determine,  whether  the 
Bill  be  fit  and  proper  to  be  entertained* 
So  far  I  readily  coincide  with  the  views  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  ;  yet  I  must  say, 
with  all  the  candour  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  expect  from  me, 
that  the  proposed  Bill  is  one,  if  I  under- 
stand it  as  I  should,  designed  to  repeal  all, 
former  acts  against  the  Catholics,  with  the 
simple  but  full  recognition  of  the  esta- 
blished church.  If  this  be  all  the  provision, 
to  be  made,^f  this  be  all  the  safeguard  to 
be  set  up  for  the  establishment  in  church 
and  state,  as  it  actually  exists, — I  must.  Sir, 
now  declare,  that  this  Bill  shall  have  my 
decided  and  unqualified  opposition ;  for, 
anxious  as  I  am  to  obtain  tne  best  possible, 
security  fur  the  preservation  of  the  con* 
stitution  in  church  and  state,  I  am  bound 
to  maintain,  that  such  a  Bill  cannot  im* 
part  any  security  proportionate  to  the  ap- 
prehensions which  a  measure  so  very 
general  and  undefined  must  excite.  Let 
me  rather  speak  out  plainly,  and  say,  that 
such  a  Bill  would  call  in  question  the  very 
security  of  the  constitution,  as  it  is  at  pre- 
sent established  in  church  and  state.  I 
cannot.  Sir,  consent  to  a  sweeping  Bill  of 
Repeal,  without  the  adjustment  of  precisa 
points, — without  the  settlement  of  dis- 
puted claims,— without  the  sanction  of 
thosa  safeguards  to  which  we  are  bound 
finally  to  look,  leaving  us,  should  we  be 
so  absurd  and  preposterous  as  to  adopt  it, 
in  danger, — if  not  of  sudden  ruin,  at  least 
exposed  to  certain  and  ultimate  destruc- 
tion. It  is,  therefore,  my  fixed  opinion, 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ought  to, 
give  to  the  House  the  whole  of  the  system 
upon  which  he  means  to  proceed  ;  and  to 
state  in  specific  terms  the  means  by  which 
he  hopes  to  be  enabled  to  carry  it  on. 
I  think  most  seriously,  that  great  danger  19 
likely  to  arise  to  the  country,  from  the 
exclusion  in  whichahe  Catholics  are  com- 
pelled to  live  out  of  the  constitution,  and 
from  their  consequent  connection  yviih^ 
and  dependence  upon  a  foreign  power  j^  ^ 
yet  the  difficulties  that  are  to  be  overcome^ 
m  obviating  the  danger  are,  no  doubt, 
(3U) 
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iitinfiefoat  and  con^rdenble.  I  t^mlblyt 
ifrotild  not  propose  xhti  this  Hoose^  in  le- 
gisUtmg  for  the  CalhoHcs  tf  IrefikUd, 
ftioald  go  90  fat  at  to  proceed  by  way  of 
pi^mtliiire  against  tbeir  fnterc6ti^e  with  a 
foreign  power;  but  I  Wodld  bav^  r^cootse 
to  every  jttstifiable  mode  to  rehder  that 
Intercourse,  since  it  ts  th^gbt  indtspensa* 
biy  requisite,  congenial  to  the  sptrft  and 
practice  of  the  constitution.  The  right 
non.  tod  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Plonket) 
would  agree  to  some  temporary  and  con- 
iingent  prbrfsions  and  conditioiis  suitable 
to  the  acce^hce  and  conformity  of  die 
Catholics.  Surely,  Sir,  so  Tasue, — so  in- 
definite a  system,  could  not  be  attended 
with  ahy  results  satisfactory  either  to  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  or  to  the 
tiews  of  the  Protestants  hio«t  fi^roorable 
to  those  claims.  What  could  be  the  se- 
^urfty  they  would  bold  tnit?  What 
jground  couia  the  claimants  hate  for  ifaeir 
l^rmanehce  ?  They  might  ^etoiilh  atto« 
g^her,  if  tmaccepted,  a  dead  letter;  and 
if  Accepted,  th^y  toi^ht  be  repealed  by  any 
lievr  parlitoietit*  tfpon  dele  consideration 
of  the  wholt  of  this  importiint  queition, 
I  am  convince,  that  the  proposition  under 
just  regulations  may,  io  far  from  i>e}i!ig 
dimgerous  to  the  church  and  state,  gire 
great  additional  itfcurltyioth^constitotioh, 
and  impart  new  Strength  to  Che  British 
empire.  Under  this  Thipreasion,  I  shall 
gUe  my  vote  for  going  into  the  domthittee : 
yet  I  must  say.  Mitt  parliament  will,  not- 
withstanding, be  unprefiar^d  inimediattely 
tb  proceed  to  the  final  adjustirnent  of  all 
the  necessary  regulations  and  guards  for 
die  preserTation  of  our  happy  establinh- 
ment,  whether  ciyilly  or  religiously  consi* 
d^r^.  Tberfe  unquestionably  (foes  ap- 
pear to  me,  at  the  present  inOmenC,  an 
almost  insorhiottntable  obBtacre«  in  the 
•ute  to  which  the  Pope  is  induced,  and  in 
the  thraldbtti  to  Which  he  is  d^gradi^d  by 
a^erfidious  and  im^^t^rate  lenehiy ;  yet  I 
Wilt  not  presume  to  ihiirltain,  that  this 
obstacle,  great  as  it  is,  may  not  be  oter- 
^me  by  precautions  ind  proTisidns,  which 
it  will  become  the  doty  of  the  committee 
And  the  House  to  ascertain  and  to  adopt. 
I  cannot  but  consider  it  prOd^nt  and  wise 
Ai  the  House  to  take  the  whole  of  the  case 
nnder  their  grave  consideration;  their 
Interference  must  be  felt  with  graCitudfe, 
^d  the  consequences  may  be  prOductiye 
^  the  biost  salutary  beoefiu  not  to  the 
l^atholics  only,  but  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  empire.  Upon  these  principles  I 
fbel  it  my  duty  to  go  into  the  committee. 


Wh^re  till  the  doubts  and  JiOlihilClea  cMa 
nected  with  the  aul^tet  may  be  fairly  teel 
and  discos^,  and  where  in?esli|(itioii  Will, 
in  ill  probability,  produce  reauKa  «M|nally 
cAtculated  to  gire  aatisfactioh  to  th^  OWi 
thdics,  fmd  security  to  the  constitistiM  III 
church  kxtd  state. 

^r.  Rose  assured  the  House,  that  if  lia 
were  convinced  any  real  benefita  wera 
likely  to  arise  from  going  into  the  pro- 
posed committee,  no  man  could  be  mora 
disposed  to  assent  to  that  measoro  tfaaa 
himself.  He  felt  it  due,  however,  to  bis  own 
feelings  and  conviction,  to  observe,  as  the 
noble  lord  had  mentioned  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  as  having  underc;one  no  changa 
of  mind  with  respect  to  the  queation  be^ 
fore  the  House,  that  if  the  noble  lord 
meant  to  say,  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  of  opinion 
relief  should  be  extended  to  the  CaiboUes 
of  Ireland,  be  agreed  with  the  noble  lord; 
but  if  the  noble  lord  meant  to  say  that  Mr. 
Pitt's  mind  had  undergone  no  change 
whatever  on  the  subject,  he  should  beg 
leava  to  differ  totally  with  the  nobla 
lord  ;  for  he  was  convince^  that  if  Bfr. 
Pitt  weife  at  that  moment  in  the  Hooae,  b| 
would  vote  against  the  motion. 

Lord  CaitUreaph  contended,  that  Mr. 
PHt  bad  been  unifornrly  consistent  iti  sup- 
porting the  expediency  of  the  CathM>lic 
daifhs;  mid  in  adiockttngthat  sentimea^ 
exclusively  of  his  own  rndividul  experienet 
of  that  great  statteman'aOpimona,  he  bef« 

Ed  leave  to  appeal  to  the  causes  which 
d  in^oenced  his  going  out  of  office. 
With  regard  to  the  particular  Hne  of  con- 
duct which  Mr.  Pitt  might  adopt,  were  be 
Oien  prtitent,1ie  would  leiatve  It  to  tbe  Ronse 
to  decide.  Whether  either  (he  ligbt  boa. 
lentlehian  Of  hihiself,  e6nid  be  Jo^tiBed  '9 
di^livi^ritig  a  d^d^  opinion. 

Mr.  Manners  Sulfon  rose  and  said  a 

Sir ;  anticipating  that  I  Sball  |lt^ 
b^bly  vote  in  k  riihiority,  on  this  ocea^bn, 
I  Urn  anxious,  as  briefly  ^s  posaiMis,  So 
Mte  tbe  grounds  upon  Which  I  shall  f^ 
my  vote :  it  nitty  be  owing  to  my  tgno* 
rtince  of  £he  forms  of  the  H^tot,  bm 
feally.  Sir,  I  do  think.  In  Oonieqnence  af 
the  concluding  p^ft  of  the  noble  lord% 
speech,  many  menlbers  ^e  placed  in  aa 
aukwdrd  predicament.  Is  the  goitog  hue 
the  comihittee  a  mere  matter  of  form  ?  b 
it  intended,  in  that  conimitltfe,  subataa* 
tially,  and,  one  by  one,  to  coasider  the 
details  of  this  great  tnetture;  a  meaaara 
depending  ia  its  policy,  ia  its  aafetjjr,  ifl 
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its  pr«cticM>>|ity»  avowedly  on  detaili? 
If  this  committee  i^  to  be  mf  re  matter  of 
fonn»  or  rather  to  be  co^siBe^ed  ^  peces- 
•wy  |tep  preliminiiry  to  ea^rUiping  any 
t)iir  on  the  subject  of  so  |inp^t%n(  a  ^on- 
fMlQtioniU  change,  f  am  i^p  l^off^r  sur^ 
pnse4  that  those  w))9  ftrg^e  fpr  fq))  ^j;^ 
linqufilified  copce^io^i  withoi^t  ^y  ret 
S^rt e  or  res^iptiop  virb^teyer»  shoi^tp  npvf 
Yote  for  the  first  foraif^l  preliinmary. 
They  vvill  do  right>  ftnd  ^ct  consistently, 
But  I  ^m  certain  It^^  m^any^  who  hf^ye  jer 
]iv^re4  tbeir  sentin^f nts^  in  the  ^om^  of 
this  f]eba(e,  on  baif^  ^i^^»  hv^  |bio«ll 
equally  unapprised  Vi*  W^wlf,  of  tlifi 
precise  picture  of  this  ^omipitt^  ;  for  t^ 
those  whp  argped  Vf\i?^\  were  considered  M 
minor  maters  of  <]|etail»  it  w^s  ^onstaptly 
^nswer^,  *  All  this  is  fit  subject  for  the 
committee ;'  and,  indeed,  many  who  ^ ^« 
pressed  tl|^ir  indention  to  vote  for  |his 
coa^mittee,  ^Istipptly  stf^tpd  their  grounds 
for  such  vote  to  ha  these,  that  f\iU  oppor* 
^unity  would  N  gjvep,  ip  tl^e  compiittee, 
for  the  most  ample  cjiscpssion*  This  ei^- 
pectation,  however,  it  now  Sfs^n^s,  will  ha 
^isapppinti^d,  ^n^  the  pliscussipn  is  to  be 
veserved  for  the  ^\\\  itself. 

Now,  to  those  who  agree  with  me,  thai 
great  difficulties  are  involved  in  the  con- 
sideration of  this  question ;  but  who,  see- 
ing these  difficulties,  t^qch  ip  the  sama 
light  with  myself,  still  pee  their  wfty  ou| 
of  them, — to  such  persons  I  wisl^  particu* 
lafly  to  address  myself.  I  object  to  this 
first  itep,  because  I  anticipate  no  result 
but  mischief,  cppfusion»  and  dangerous 
irritation.  For  whM  has  the  House  come 
to  after  three  nights'  serious  debate  I  No- 
thing, as  I  conceive,  but  an  acknowledge 
laent,  that  the  difficulties,  upon  investigv 
tjon,  are  increased  instead  of  diminished. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  opened 
the  debate,  has  not  very  explicitly  dcr 
scribed  his  plan.  )Ie  stated  that  the  die* 
abilities  of  the  Rom?n  Catholics  ought  tp 
be  done  aw^y,  but,  at  the  samp  time,  that 
care  nm^i  be  takep  to  preserve  inviolate 
opir  present  establi^hmepis,  liow  this  was 
to  be  dpne,  the  right  (ion.  g^ptlepap  did 
sot  explain.  Thep  followed  a  rjghi  hon. 
^nd  learned  gentle^ian,  to  whose  speech 
ao  much  reference  has  been  justly  niade, 
for  its  candour,  mp,(jeration,  manliness, 
a|id  eloquence ;  and  he,  conceiving  that 
Ihp  mover's  views  had  not  been  clearly 
ui|dersU)od,  stated,  that  the  safeguards*  in 
his  conteo^pl^Mion,  were  Ppmestic  Nomina- 
tion, s^l^rjes  to  thp  clergy,  apd  some  ar- 
l«,)B^9«iept|fih9at^f;$4iw-  fiie  ^is^inaiy 
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Qbjecif d  ^1  tl^e  YeMi,  fta  hwiog  bipan  a!*- 

ready  rcjectf^i  and  not  w     ' 

for.    This  c^llea  op   ^n, 

whose  industry,  inform^^i 

favour  ^  thosje  ch^p^s^  f  i 

wurmf  s^  thanks  ^  the  B 

^4  to  eyery  atft^ntipn  fi 

and  he  stated,  thfit  I^ipei 

qoiild  npt  l|e  listeneil  to  I 

be  adopts,  fmd  even  that 

pian^f  withw^  other  i^p^ili 

4nd  lastly*  tl^e  Homp  w 

Pl%ny  hi^QvrHhl^  maipbei 

m  m«red  ll»»t  any  of  th^  plana  peq«> 

Eosed  wpmM  %P9W#r  the  pgrpane,  and 
^ving^qn^  tp  prppofe  theipiKtlyiM*  still 
yovpd  for  the  pommittep,  upd^r  cpnitdeni 
hopps  that  v>ma  new  lights  vp^M  be 
struck  opt  in  the  c^mitlpe,  though  the 
committee,  now  proposed,  i^d  fof  which 
they  statp^  fhfUf  iptpption  tp  votf ,  did  not 
^fiord  pqy  rpf^pahje  expecla^on  of  rea* 
lifting  t))psp  h9pes. 

Now*  I  aift  cpFtpin  ^be  Ho^st  will  g9 
along  with  mci  in  popsidering  these  secu* 
ritie^f  resirictiopA,  and  spfegpardii  as  snbt 
staptia)  ingredients  ip  the  mpasure  prQv 
()Qsed.  It  would  ba  p  pionstrous  decep'* 
tion  to  cpnsidar  them  a9  mere  matter  of  dev 
tail  in  the  framing  and  embodying  the  meat 
sure  ;  they  form  a  mpip  part  of  its  essence* 
and  therefore  to  say,  that  the  House* 
being  only  called  open  to  recognise  the 
principle,  it  is  not  necessary  tp  ei:plain  ia 
detail  the  secprities,  is,  in  my  judgment,  a 
perfect  fallacy.  The  principal  point  of 
restriction,  alluded  to  in  the  debate,  baa 
been  with  re&renpe  to  foreign  influence* 
and  the  discussion*  on  that  single  poinip 
affords  soijicient  grppnds  to  call  for  a  re? 
sistance  tp  the  motion*  It  has  been  as^ 
sertpd,  that  the  Veto  is  not  worth  conv' 
tending  for  >  that  Domestic  Nomination 
will  do  as  well.  I  admit  the  Veto  is  nPl 
worth  contend iiig  for:  hPt  at  the  same 
time*  think  it  important  to  remsrk,  thai 
the  Veto  has  been  rejected,  npt  because  if 
was  obnoxious  tp  the  feeltPgs  of  the  Ror 
man  Catholics,  bpt  becpusetbey  consider* 
ed  that  it  was  incopsislent  with  the  tenets 
of  their  religion,  in  thP  light  in  which 
they  viewed  the  proposition  at  the  tim^ 
it  wps  madp*  to  admit  of  soph  a  restric-* 
tion  on  the  spiritu^  supremacy  of  their 
church }  and  how*  thpr/efore,  canaoy  hope 
or  pxppctatipn  h^  eniprtained  that  Domes* 
tic  Nopain^on,  which  involves  the  same 
qppstion,  pf  the  tpiriiual  supremacy,  the 
only  other  aypwefl  expe^i^nt,  can  possibly 
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portance  of  the  present  tone  and  temper 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  alto  of  the 
present  captivity  of  the  Pope;  because  it 
18  most  essential,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  restriction  on  this  foreign  influence 
can  be  chalked  out,  both  efficient  for  the 
security  of  the  Protestant  establishments, 
and  admissible  by  the  Roman  Catholics, 
that  a  communication  should  be  had  with 
ihe  head  of  their  chnrch,  with  that  autho- 
rity, which  would  now  be  acknowledged 
as  full,  free,  and  undoubted,  and  which 
would,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be  consider- 
ed as  indisputable  and  unimpeRchable : 
and  I  will  ask,  can  such  a  commnmcation 
be  now  considered  as  practicable  ?  No- 
body has  ventured  to  affirm  it,  and  few,  I 
am  persuaded,  will  think  that,  without 
such  a  communication,  these  claims  can 
be  conceded. 

'  Haying  thus  stated  myself  dissatisfied 
with  the  heads  of  the  plans  that  have 
been  suggested;  having  it  admitted  to 
me,  by  a  great  majority  of  the  House, 
that^  safeguards  are  necessary ;  having 
none  to  propose  myself,  I  cannot  agree 
with  those  members,  who,  being  much  in 
the  same  state  of  darkness  with  myself, 
both  as  to  the  propriety  of  what  has  been 
proposed,  and  the  prtacticability  of  putting 
It  into  execution,  are  nevertheless  inclined, 
at  once,  to  vote*for  this  committee,  and 
trust  to  future  discussions  for  the  essential 
details  of  this  measure.  No  man,  in  my 
opinion,  is  justified  in  taking  this  step, 
without  an  entire  conviction  that  the  mea- 
sure can  now  be  perfected ;  hopes  and 
expectations  that  it  may  be  matured  are 
not  sufficient,  for  I  am  certain  that,  if  the 
•House  adopt  the  present  motion,  and 
afterwards  rail  in  accomplishing  the  whole 
measure,  great  mischief  will  ensue.  This 
step  will  have  excited  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions in  the  Roman  Catholic  mind,  which 
cannot  be  satisfied,  and  apprehensions  and 
irritation  in  the  Protestant  mind,  which 
cannot  easily  be  allayed.  For  these  rea- 
sons, without  entering  more  into  detail,  I 
shall  give  my  vote  against  the  motion. 
Indeed  I  feel  that  I  am^trongly  confirmed 
in  some  of  my  positions  by  the  noble  lord, 
though  I  have  the  misfortune  to  difler 
from  him,  in  the  conclusion  to  which  he 
came. 

The  noble  lord  has  stated,  that  the  pre- 
sent tone  and  temper  of  the  Catholics  are 
imporunt  circumstances,  though  he  con- 
siders them  rather  as  a  bar  to  the  imme- 
diate completion  of  this  measure  than  the 
entering  upon  it.     So  also  the  right  hon. 


gentleman,  last  year,  in  proposing  his  Re* 
solution,  thought  the  feelings  of  the  pub* 
lie,  whether  Protestant  or  Roman  Catho- 
lic, a  circumstance  of  essential  import* 
ance;  for  the  Resolution  was,  that  tbn 
measure  might  be  effected,  to  the  satis- 
fiicfion  of  all  classes  of  hirMajesty's  snb- 
jects.  Now,  I  think,  the  feelings  of  cme 
class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  the  Pro- 
testants, both  of  England  and  Ireland,  are 
pretty  clearly  shewn,  by  the  Petitions  on 
the  table  ;  and  here  I  ^eg  to  express  my 
regret,  that,  for  the  first  time,  those  Peti- 
tions have  been  subjected  to  a  scrutiny 
and  sarcasm,  unprecedented  in  this  House. 
I  have  been  astonished  to  hear  the  right 
hon.  mover  deal  so  harshly  with  the  Anti- 
Catholic  Petitions  from  Ireland,  and  that 
those  criticisms  occupied  the  larger  part 
of  his  speech. 

The  right  hon.  mover  began  with  an- 
nouncing his  intention,  more  particularly, 
to  address  himself  to  an  examination  of 
those  Petitions,  as  if  the  measure  itself 
had  been  so  clear  and  plain,  that  there 
were  no  difficulties  nor  impediments,  but 
such  as  were  to  be  found  on  the  face  of 
the  Petitions,  to  which  he  referred  :  and 
he  proceeded  to  state,  that  he  strongly 
protested  against  the  high  sheriffs  of  coun- 
ties in  Ireland,  lending  themselves  to  any 
requisition  for  the  convening  of  the  Fro-' 
testant  inhabitants  of  the  difl^rent  coun- 
ties, to  petition  the  parliament  against 
their  Catholic  brethren.  He  se^^med  to 
think  the  meetings  ought  to  have  l>een 
general  to  the  whole  county. 

I  beg  to  ask  how  it  would  have  been 
possible  for  the  Protestants,  in  Ireland^  to 
have  expressed  their  opinions  or  appre- 
hensions to  parliament,  on  this  subjt^ci,  in 
any  other  way.  For,  if  the  meetings  had 
been  general,  could  there  have  been  any 
doubt,  considering  that  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics are  said  to  be  in  the  proportion  of 
three  to  one  to  the  Protestants,  that  those 
petitions,  whether  in  favour  of,  or  in  op- 
position to,  the  Roman  Catholic  claians, 
must  necessarily  have  been  the  Petitioiis 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  not  of  the 
Protestants,— the  majority  of  the  meeting 
must  have  decided  its  resolutions,  and  that 
majority  must  have  been  Roman  Catho- 
lics,— therefore,  if  the  Protestants  were  to 
be  permitted,  at  all,  to  express  their  opi- 
nions, by  petition,  it  could  only  have  been 
effected  in  the  way  it  was.  But,  with  re- 
spect to  the  subject  of  the  Petitions,  is  it 
fair  that  the  Protestants  should  hate 
placed  in  this  dilemnia  ?   If  they  -do. 
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^petition,  as  was  the  case  last  year/ it  is 
Concluded  they  are  favoarable  to  the 
claims — and  \f,  to  avoid  any  sach  mistaken 
Conclusion^  they  feel  themseWes  actually 
goaded  into  petitioning,  in  order  that  their 
real  opinions  may  not  be  misunderstood 
and  misrepresented,  then  they  are  reflect- 
ed upon  as  petitioning  the  parliament 
against  the  liberties  of  their  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  brethren. 

With  respect  to  the  other  petitions 
against  these  claims,  I  again  repeat  that'l 
think  they  have  been  held  up  to  a  nicety 
of  criticism  perfectly  unusual;  very  ill 
suited  to  a  fair,  temperate,  and  impartial 
discussion  of  the  subject,  and  not  very 
well  calculated  to  promote  that  general 
satisfaction,  without  which  the  resolution 
of  last  year  admits  that  the  attainment  of 
the  object,  now  in  view^  is  impracticable.- 
There  have  been,  however*  other  observa- 
tions, with  respect  to  a  certain  description 
of  petitioners,  which  I  cannot  suffer  to 
pass  unnoticed,— I  mean  the  reflections 
which  have  been  cast,  most  unjustly,  and, 
as  It  seems  to  me,  with  as  little  libi^rality 
as  justice,  on  the  clergy  who  have  peti* 
tioned. 

A  noble  lord,  on  a  former  evening,  to 
my  astonishment,  asserted  that  it  was  in- 
decent in  the  clergy  to  petition  parlia- 
tnent  on  a  purely  political  question.  1 
deny  both  the  position  itself,  and  its  ap* 
plicability  to  the  subject  now  before  the 
House,  ft  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever 
heard,  and  I  will  not  readily  believe  it, 
that,  even  if  this  question  was  simply  po- 
litical, the  clergy  is  the  only  description 
of  British  subjects,  who  are  to  be  consi- 
dered as  divested  of,  what  has,  so  often 
and  so  justly  been  styled,  the  birthright 
of  Englishmen.  But  is  this  a  purely  po- 
litical question  ?  Has  it  no  religious  con- 
tideration  involved  in  it  ?  What  are  the 
restrictions  and  safeguards  for  ?  Why,  it 
has  been  admitted,  by  all  who  have  press- 
ed  the  necessity  of  them,  that  they  are 
mainly  for  the  security  of  the  Protestant 
establishment.  I  will  leave,  therefore, 
the  noble  lord  to  settle  this  point  with  the 
promoters  and  framers  of  the  intended 
measure,  with  this  one  farther  observation, 
that,  in  my  judgment,  the  clergy  are  so 
far  from  stepping  out  of  their  line  by  ex- 
pressing their  views,  in  the  way  of  peti- 
tion, that  I  should  have  considered  them 
most  remiss,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
doty,  if  they  had  omitted  gravely  to  con- 
sider, and  firmly  to  declare,  their  senti- 
ments^ upon  the  effects,  which  these  con- 
cessions might  produce. 


An  hon.  baronet,  who  spoke  early  In 
the  debate,  did  not  confine  himself  to  re- 
flections on  the  clergy  in  general,  as  far 
as  they  appeared  in  petitions ;  but  con- 
ceived himself  justified  in  animadverting, 
with  great  severity,  on  a  publication  from 
a  right  reverend  prelate.  The  hon.  ba- 
ronet charged  that  right  reverend  prelate 
with  having  accused  all  the  advocates  of 
these  claims  of  "  artful  misrepresentation, 
specious  liberality,  or  infidel  indifference/' 
I  have  read  ihh  production,  which  1  doubt 
whether  the  hon.  baronet  had,  at  the  time 
he  hazarded  such  a  charge ;  for  I  undertake 
to  state,  that  no  such  construction  belongs 
to  the  passage.  His  friend,  the  right  reve* 
rend  prelate  argues,  that  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic question  combines  both  religious  and 
political  considerations,  and  that  any  opi- 
nion, which  maintains,  that  this  question  is 
simply  and  exclusively  within  either  the 
one  or  the  other,  either  religious  or  politi- 
cal, but  not  combined  of  both  qualities^ 
could  only  be  founded  in  artful  misrepre- 
sentation, specious  liberality,  or  infidel  in- 
difference, i  then  ask  the  House  whether 
the  misrepresentation  of  the  hon.  baronet 
is  not  "toiost  glaring  ?  and  whether  the  com- 
ments and  observations,  with  which  he  has 
connected  it,  are  not  only  unwarranted  by 
the  passage  referred  to,  but  equally  incoi^ 
sistent  with  the  high  respect  and  esteem, 
which  the  right  hon*  baronet  professed 
himself  to  entertain  for  the  talents,  the 
learning,  the  elevated  rank,  and  high  cha- 
racter of  that  right  reverend  prelate  ?  But 
the  hon.  baronet  did  not  stop  here  ;  for,  in 
quoting  another  expression  of  that  right 
reverend  prelate,  in  which  he  states  him- 
self "  a  friend  to  the  fullest  toleration,^ 
the  hon.  baronet  took  rather  an  unusual 
mode  of  proving  the  sincerity  of  his  own 
respect  and  esteem,  by  representing  this 
right  reverend'  prelate  as  a^friend  to  just 
80  much  toleration  as  has  been  conferred, 
and  which  consequently  he  could  not  take 
away.  But  1  hope  the  hon.  baronet  has 
read  the  publication  since :  I  believe  that 
curiosity  may  have  led  him  to  read  it,  if 
it  were  only  to  see  whether  there  should 
chance  to  be  any  passage,  to  which  he 
could  attach  sucn  general  and  unmeasur- 
ed censure.  If,  however,  the  hon.  baronet, 
with  any  view,  has  now  read  it,  I  am  cer- 
tain he  will  no(  maintain  what  he  thus  ad- 
vanced. 

Much  has  been  said  on  both  sides,  with 
reference  to  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Pitt ;  as 
if,  by  such  reference,  the  course  could  be 
made  quite  clear  for  thosci  who  should  be 
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Villing  to  t^Dt  tboir  QVP  CQPdnc^i  on  the 

f recent  occasloq^  bv  hi*  grent  aatboritj* 
know  Qotbing  of  tbe  opipioqs  of  ttml 
grei^t  it^tesm^P  on  thif  luqject;*  but  from 
tach  aoirqes  as  aie  accestible  lo  ever^ 
gii^i  I  mean  bis  public  conduct,  and  h^ 
ipoech^  af  published.  From  tbesf 
lources  I  collect  tba^  unqvestionably*  Mr. 
Pitt  was  faTourable,  in  principle,  to  tbe 
Catbolic  claims-nf-^bat  ha  was  decided, 
that  these  concessions  should  be  accom^t 
panied  with  solid  and  efficient  restrictions 
and  safeguards ;  and  that,  yiewing  these 
claims  as  matter  of  e^^pediency  ana  not  of 
right,  he  was  distinctly  also  of  opinion,  tba^ 
tiroes  and  circumstances  were  considera* 
lions  of  the  greatest  importance ;  whetbert 
therefore,  the  present  times  and  circum- 
ttances  would  have  been  judged,  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  as  (afourable,  I  do  not  know,  nor  can 
I  place  much  reliance  on  the  speculation^ 
ot  others  on  this  point ;  of  this,  however,  I 
am  certain,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  n^ver,  a| 
any  timo,  have  consented  to  go  into  a 
committee,  or  take  any  preliminary  step, 
such  as  the  present,  towards  the  comple- 
tion of  that  great  measure,  without  having 
previously  made  up  bis  own  mind  clearly 
and  dis^nctly,  as  to  what  should  be  con^ 
ceded^what  should  be  witbheldr— and 
what  precise  restrictions  iboald  be  impos<« 
ed.— In  such  a  state  ef  preparation,  I  do 
»ot  conceive  the  majority  of  this  Houpe,  to 
beat  the  present  moment;  Ithink«the 
referencet  which  has  so  often  been  made, 
lo  Mr«  Pitt's  opinions,  is  a  ▼erv  insuffi* 
cient  guide*  even  to  those  who  look  with 
all  the  admiration  and  respect,  that  I  do, 
to  such. authority,  and  shall  tberefpre  give 
my  decided  negatire  to  the  motion. 

Sir  Rokeri  jQmw,  in  explanation.*^Sir ;  I 
%m  extremely  unwilling  to  deuin  the 
Hopae,  even  for  a  moment;  but,  after  the 
Yjoleot  and  unexpected  aMck,  which  has 
been  made  upon  me  by  the  rigb^  hon, 
gentleman,  who  spoke  last,  the  House  will 
9ot  expect  I  should  remain  silent.  Ana* 
iber  hon.  gent^man  (Mr.  Robinson)  last 
miffht  accused  me  of  having  ulterpd  a  grosss 
caiumny,  and  after  that  Charge  bad  beea 
brought,  I  mu»t  so  far  agree  with  him  as 
tp  sayi  that  it  must  belong  either  to  me 
pr  to  him  I  bi;yt  the  right  hpn.  gentleman 
who  spoke  last»  has  entirely  misreoresent** 
ed  me.  I  did  not  call  the  learned  bishop 
my  firiend;  that  term  with  me  is  sacred; 
and  I  have  no  right  to  use  it  towards  the 
learned  bishop,  with  whom  I  have  not 
bad  tjie  opppjttapitiea  of  cultivating  mncb 


acQuaintance.  Bot  I  did  say,  tbat  I 
had  a  high  personal  respect  for  the 
learned  bishop,  and  that  I  hsid  de< 
rived  both  pleasure  and  instracUq^  fyam^ 
bis  former  writings.  As  to  my  appUca^ 
tion  of  the  passage  in  the  cbs^ge  of  tba 
learned  bishop,  it  will,  I  thinks  be  most 
satisfactory  to  the  HQuae«  1  sboi|ld  reai 
this  passage,  with  the  context  «'  No  one 
can  be  a  greater  friend  than  I  am«  to  UA^ 
ration,  properly  so  called ;  I  cooaider  it  ai 
a  mark  of  the  true  pbprcb,  as  a  principlei 
recognised  by  tlie  most  emineptof  our  re- 
formers and  divines.  But  I  contend,  thst 
the  Roman  Catholics  are  already  in  com* 
plete  possfssion  of  religious  toleration. 
Whal  they  now  demand  »  politicml  power 
-<.-a  species  of  political  ppwer  which,  in 
my  joidgment,  could  not  be  granted,  witb< 
out  extreme  baxard  tp  our  );onstitatem  in 
church  and  stata.  Popery  is  imu  only  a 
system  of  religion,  it  is  also  a  aj^m  of 
politics.  Thif,  indeed,  is  so  manifcat,  fiosi 
the  history  of  these  kingdoms,  apbaeqoent. 
as  well  {^  prior  to  the  JMnrn^tum,  that 
those  who  hare,  pf  late,  nndnrtaken  Mvt 
cause  of  the  Papists,  and  urged  the  re* 
moral  of  all  the  restraints,  framed  by  the 
wisdom  and  piety  of  our  ancestoi^  to  pre* 
rent  a  repetition  of  those  horrors  and  m^ 
series,  which  were  fresh  ip  tbeir  naeasor 
rpes,  assure  us,  that  Popery  i>ow  ia  dif- 
ferent from  what  Popery  was.  I  ana  conih 
dent  that  this  opinion  has  Ipd  masiyia 
support  the  claims  of  the  Papiata,  who  are 
truly  and  aealously  attached  Id  the  chivch 
of  Eiiffland,  and  .wtuld  be  among  i|s  most 
firm  defenders,  in  any  time  of  tnal ;  but  I 
am  conrin^d,  that  no  opinion  waa  erv 
more  unfounded.  To  traee  this  opioioo 
to  artful  misrepresenution,  speciona  libe* 
rality,  pr  infioel  indiSkenoe — to  prore  it 
false  from  the  dogma  of  iofaliibiJity, 
wbich  allows  no  change-^from  the  decrees 
of  the  councils  and  the  bulls  of  Pope^ 
which  contain  the  most  mischierooa  poiiti« 
cal  maxims,  and  authorise  the  paoelvK 
warnmtahle  interference  with  the  ri^Ma 
of  civil  gprernment  and  of  religioiis  liber«> 
ty«^-io  prove  that  recent  facts,  and  recesia 
publications,  ahsplp^ly  apd  authoriuaiTo* 
ly  main^in  the  same  doctrines,  a^d  cosa« 
Uadicl  the  idea  of  any  alteration,  a*  der^ 
g%tpry  to  the  honour  of  their  chnrc)^,  majf 
perbape»  if  life  be  spared  me,  and  circpm* 
stances  should  demand  i^  employ  loipe  fa- 
tore  bour.^'^-I  now  leare  it  tp  the  Hoi^o 
to  judge,  whether  the  pasfaoe  in  onesiiais 
is  or  is  pot  applied,  by  tpp  l^shop^  4% 
tbo^e  who  d)  Ar  from  hm  in  ^opinipa  t 
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Mr.  JMsMtM  «)tplalnraJ,  thfaA  Wfait  b^ 
htd  Mid,  and  to  which  iht  hon*  barObbt 
hkd  annded,  r^fefr^  to  tbttt  rett&Hcabte 
^xpftsiifAi  ih  die  hxm.  bai*(M«t*k  speech 
irfaH;h  he  had  used  when  speaking  of  the 
pditioAs  received  from  die  elergy.  Those 
petfiions  he  had  I'epres^ted  astoming 
lh>di  riien  who  had  mitres  m  their  head^, 
or  mitres  itt  their  head^.  This,  I  said  wtts 
4  ^sa  calntnny,  and  from  didt  e^prtissbb 
I  do  m>t  depart 

Mr.  M.  Suucn  repeated  that  the  pas* 
•ase  in  the  pamphlet  which  had  been  al- 
luded to,  did  not  deserve  the  coaatroction 
Which  had  been  pat  on  h,  and  ctmtended 
be  had  a  right  to  state  soch  to  be  his  opi- 
liion,  and  this  opinion  he  woald  stUI  main* 
tain. 

Mr.  Pcfnsoftby  said,  what  had  jtiat  passed 
showed  to  what  perfettion  the  critical 
taste  x>f  the  Honse  bad  been  bronght. 
This,  however,  had  been  amply  illa^trated 
In  the  cotrrse  of  the  present  discussion. 
They  had,  nevertheless,  been  totd,  that 
they  oasht  not  to  criticise  the  p6iitions 
tfobmitted  to  them  too  closely ;  yet  one 
tton.  gentlemati  who  had  spoken  ftom  un- 
der tb(  gallery,  had  said  he  could  not  vote 
lor  the  motion  on  account  of  the  intempe- 
rate language  held  by  the  Irish  Catholics, 
and  this  fhough  the  Gngli«h  Catholics,  it 
Was  admitted,  had  urged  their  claims  with 
singular  modesty.  IHius  it  would  be  seen, 
in  Whittever  temper  the  Catholics  pursued 
the  object  they  had  in  view,  with  some  it 
was  impossible  their  prayer  could  have  ef- 
fect. Particular  notice  had  been  taken  of 
what  had  been  said  by  an  hon.  baronet, 
respecting  a  certain  prelate,  yet  last  night 
Che  chief  secretary  for  Ireland  had  cast 
quite  as  strong  a  reflection  6n  atidther  re- 
verend prelate,  who  was  in  every  respect 
us  venerable  and  as  immaculate  as  the  bi- 
shop of  Lincohi. 

Mr.  Croker  spoke  t6  brder.  R^  wished 
merely  to  say  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
tiad  last  night  dlitlnctty  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  casting  the  tttost  diiitant  re- 
flection on  the  bishop  of  Norwich. 

The  SpeiAer  said  it  Was  not  strictly  re- 
gular for  one  hon.  member  thus  to  rise  to 
explain  what  had  fkllen  from  another. 

Mr.  Pofi^on^  resumed.  The  intem- 
perate language  held  by  the  Cathdlics,  he 
contended,  was  not  to  be  wondered  at 
When  the  state  of  the  press  in  Ireland 
was  considered,  which  was  understood  to 
be  under  the  controul  of  the  right  hdn. 
gentleman's  government,  from  which  pub- 
Kcations  were  constantly  issuing,  filled 


With  vihlp«rt(tlte  ftfand^rs  igslM  the  Cti- 
tholiCB.  It  was  said  thftt  us  tibe  Cadiolit 
religion  tHnained  unctflcttgedf  the  Cathd- 
lics wer^  no  more  In  be  trust^  now  thfth 
they  were  a  century  or  a  century  and  h 
faatf  ago.  Did  they  believe  anv  rtKaitc^ 
was  to  be  placed  on  the  oath  of  a  Catho- 
ttc?  if  they  did  not,  they  must  believ% 
the  Cathohci  capable  of  the  most  atKintl^ 
nable  petjaiies ;  if  they  did  believe  th^ 
Catholio  on  hit  oathi  wttMi  he  swore  tim 
no  foreign  ecdesrastical  <iatht>ritv  ^hss^ 
or  ought  to  have^  airv  temporal  power 
whatever  in  the  King^  dominiona,  thty 
ougfvt  to  be  satisfied  that  IM  faith  was  not , 
dangerous  to  the  stift^.  Before  they  sb- 
sumed  thaft  tt  was  hostile  to  the  state,  it 
ought  ro  be  shewn  m  what  respect  his  <iC- 
knowtedgment  of  the  supremacy  of  %ht 
«ree  of  lUitne  cOuld  produce  mischitfvoua 
e^cts.  Vfould  the  Pope  ttdfte  an  arm;f 
to  fight  against  this  x?ouhtry,  or  would  fa4 
assist  the  vi^ws  of  foreign  powers,  try  s^ 
ducing  tht  subjecu  of  tliis  covntry  <h>ni 
their  allegiance.?  Would  he  asssH  us,  by 
open  force,  or  endeavour  by  secret  plota  to 
undermine  our  rum  f  In  no  one  of  theso 
designs  could  the  CatboHcs  concur  ac- 
cording to  the  oath  they  had  taken.  Ho 
had  felt  much  satisfaction  at  hearing  th« 
noble  lord  (Ca^leteagh)  i;ay»  he  woitld 
certainly  vote  for  going  into  the  Commit* 
tee,  but  th&t  satisfaction  had  been  consi- 
derably abated,  at  finding  that  he  would 
as  certainly  vote  againift  the  Bill  which  it 
would  subsequently  be  proposed  to  bring 
On  the  subject  of  the  Veto  he  had  to 


m 


observe,  he  did  not  know  that  it  Was  hn-» 

Eossible  for  it  ever  again  to  be  brought 
)rward.  The  Ctftholics  had  not  said  they 
Would  nev^r  concede  It.  All  they  had 
aaid  was,  that  at  the  time  at  which  their 
resolutions  Were  pa!tsed,itwaaine3rpedient 
to  give  It  up.  tie  admired  the  tendet 
amtiety  which  had  beert  displayed  by 
some  hon.  mombers  for  Catholic  ronsist- 
ency,  fts  ittanifested  by  their  earnest  en« 
deavouta  to  prove  that  the  Veto  would 
never  be  conceded,' fimd  that  domestic  no- 
mination woold  never  be  submitted  to,  and 
on  this  ground  objected  to  taking  their 
claima  into  consideration.  The  Catho- 
lics were  suspected  of  entertaining  some 
secret  opinions  (secret  they  must  be,  for 
no  such  opinions  bad  ever  been  illlowed), 
that  they  were  nOt  bound  by  an  oath  to 
keep  their  engagements  whh  thow  Who 
professi^d  a  ^fi^rent  religfon.  On  the 
doctrine  of  mental  reserration,  he  whthed 
ni  read  the  opinions  of  the  C^holici.    To 
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these  he  wished  to  call  the  attenti^  of 
the  House,  aa  what  he  was  aboat  to  read 
was  worth  hearing.  The  Catholics  bad 
not  affected  to  despise  the  charge  pre- 
ferred against  them  on  this  subject,  but 
bad  applied  tbemseWes  to  disprove  it,  and 
declared,  *'  That  it  was  a  fundamental 
principle  of  their  religion,  that  no  person 
on  earth  could  license  men  to  lie,  for- 
awear,  or  perjure  themselves,  or  to  act 
against  their  country,  under  the  pretence 
of  serving  the  cause  of  religion ;  and  all 

Eardons  issued  on  such  grounds,  could 
ave  no  validity,  and  would  only  add  sa- 
crilege and  blasphemy  to  the  above  men- 
tioned crimes/' — The  noble  lord  had  said 
this  was  not  the  time  at  which  the  mea- 
sure that  might  be  resolved  on,  in  favour 
of  the  Catholics,  could  be  immediately 
carried  into  effect :  that  it  was  one,  which 
ought  not  to  be  hurried,  which  could  not 
be  come  to  in  a  day.    No  one  wished  it 
to  be  hurried ;  on  the  contrary,  they  were 
ready  to  give  any  time  for  the  considera- 
tion of  it  which  the  public  might  think 
reasonable.    Motions  on  this  subject,  it 
was  formerly  said,  were  useless ;  but,  he 
would  ask,  had  the  discussion  of  the  claims 
done  no  good  for  the  cause  ?    He   had 
beard,  indeed,  that  the  sense  of  the  coon- 
try  was  against  it,  but  he  believed  the 
contrary  to  be  the  fact,  and  that  the  great 
body  of  the  property  and  information  of 
the  country  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
Catholics  ;  and  this  he  believed  to  be  the 
effect  of  the  frequent  discussions  which 
bad  taken  place  on  the  subject.    The  ob- 
jection made  to  the  declaration  of  the  in- 
yiolability  of  the  Protestant  establishment 
in  the  proposed  Bill,  he  thought  futile 
and  ridiculous.     It  might  as  well  have 
been  contended  that  because  the  security 
of  the  Protestant  succession  to  the  throne 
bad  been  enlarged  upon  in  the  Bill  of 
Righu,  that  that  Act  had  settled  the  suc- 
cession ;  as  it  could  never  be  maintained 
that  those  laws  which  it  was  proposed  to 
name  in  the  Bill  to  be  brought  in,  could 
appear  by  that  to  have  been  enacted. 
Nothing  could  be  rationally  apprehended 
from  admitting  the  Catholics  to  the  privi- 
leges of  the  constitution.     They  would 
naturally  be  attached  to  that  form  of  go- 
vernment which  gave  them  emancipation. 
Was  it  feared  that  they  would  enter  into  a 
traitorous  correspondence^  or  commit  trea- 
sonable offences  ?    If  they  were   to  act 
thus,  would  they  not  be  amenable  to  the 
common  law  ?  Was  it  supposed  that  they 
would  attempt  to  rise  in  a  body  to  kill  the 


Proteatanu  ?  If  they  were  disposed  to  act 
thus  in  consequence  of  their  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  constitution,  would  it  not  be 
in  the  power  of  those  who  gave  them 
emancipation  to  reduce  them  to  their  pre- 
sent situation  again  ?   This  could  not  be 
doubted;    nor  could  it  be  doubted  that 
the  Protestants,  who  relieved  them  from 
the  disabilities  of  which  they  complained, 
would  guard  against  the  succession  of  a 
Catholic  to  the  throne.*— He  denied  that 
going  into  a  Committee,  even  if  they  did 
nothing,  would  exasperate  the  Protestants 
and  disappoint  the  Catholics.     Oh  !  but  it 
was  said,  they  must  give  the  Catholics 
every  thing  they  asked,  or  they  would  not 
be  satisfied.     Had  the  Catholics  said  so  ? 
was  there  no  reason  to  believe  they  would 
be  grateful  if  but  a  part  of  what  they 
asked  were  granted  ?  But  they  would  not 
be  satisfied,  it  was  said.     If  they  meant 
by  satisfied, ,  that  they  would  never  ask 
any  thing  more,  he  would  not  promise  this 
for  them.     And  could  it  be  any  imputation 
on  any  class  of  subjects,  that  while  any 
disqualifications  remained,  they  should  ap- 
ply to  parliament  for  relief  ?    By  going 
into  the  Committee  they  would   shew  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  which   he   thought 
would  be  likely  to  do  more  good  than  any 
thing  that  had  been  done  for  centuries. 
They  had  not  taken  their  claims  into  con* 
sideration,  and  going  into  a  Committee 
was  a  great  advance  in  favour  of  the 
Catholic  cause.      The    charges   brought 
against  the  '  right    hon.    mover   for   not 
bringing  forward  his  Bill,  were  unfairly 
urged,  as   by  a  standing  order  he   was 
prohibited  from  doing  so.    A  Bill  could 
not  be  brought  in  to  alter  the  laws  in  re- 
ligious matters  without  the  authority  of  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  said,  if 
means  could  be  devised  in  the  Committee 
which  could  remove  frooL  his  mind  the 
apprehension  of  danger,  he  should  be  most 
happy  to  concur  in  any  proposition  for  re- 
lieving^ the  Catholics  from  the  disabilities 
of  which  they  complained.     Mr.   Fon- 
sonby  said  he  hoped  every  man  would  go 
into  the  Committee  with  the  same  feel- 
ing.    He  hoped  no  one  would  go  into  it» 
in  the  hope  of  defeating  its. avowed  object. 
Those  who  had  such  a  wish^  he  conjured 
to  oppose  the  present  motion.     It  woold 
be  acting  a  better  and  an   infiuitely  more 
manly  part,  than  to  go  into  the  Committee 
to  excite  false  hopes  only  to  produce  dis- 
appointwfent.      If  they    went    into    the 
Committee  with  a  sincere  desire  to  ac- 
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totnplish  the  object  iti  Tiew,  be  tboagbt 
th«y  woold  do  more  good  for  the  coDOtry, 
tbaa  bad  been  done  by  any  one  act  tor 
toany  years  past;  and  when  the  House 
agreed,  bona  ^de,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  Catholic  claims,  they  would  gi?e 
4hemselves  a  right  to  expect  a  spirit  of 
cbnciiiation  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics. 
The  best  security  for  the  allegiance  of 
tnfajects  was  their  oyrn  interest.  He  de- 
spised what  were  usually  called  securities; 
but  when  the  House  shewed  a  disposition 
to  go  as  far  as  they  coold  to  conciliate 
the  Catholics,  he  thoaebt  the  Catholics 
were  bound  to  go  as  far  as  their  faith 
would  admit  them  to  go,  to  meet  the 
House  in  a  spirit  of  contiliation.  This  he 
shooid  not  ralue  as  a  measure  of  security, 
but  be  should  Talue  it  as  a  measure  of 
aatisflKttion.— He  had  told  the  noble  lord 
twice  last  year,  that  if  America  prored 
unreasonable,  be  would  support .  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country  in  resistance  to 
faer  demands.  He  had  kept  his  promise. 
And  he  would  now  pledge  himself  in  a 
9iteiiar  manner  with  respect  to  the  Catho- 
lics. He  was  confident  his  friends  about 
bim  would  do  the  same.    The  conduct  of 

SOTernment,  when  it  was  that  which  was 
edlanded  by  the  welfare  of  the  country, 
would  ever  meet  with  his  support,  and 
though  this  might  exclude  him  and  his 
firiends  fVom  power  for  e?er,  he,  for  him* 
ielf,  should  cheerfully  do  it,  and  he  was 
eatisfied  from  the  noble  disinterestedness 
of  his  fHends  around  him,  which  had  b«en 
displayed  on  many  occasions,  that  they 
Would  cordially  join  him,  as  he  knew  they 
hkd  no  wish  for  power,  but  to  employ  it 
fW  the  general  good. 

Many  gentlemen  rose  at  the  same  time, 
but  being  loudly  called  ap6n  by  the  House, 

Mr.  Camnng  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 

I* am  sorry.  Sir,  even  at  this  late  period 
of  the  debate,  to  interfere  with  other  gen- 
tletnen,  many  of  whom,  I  see,  are  still 
fltnxibus  to  cleliver  their  sentiments  upon 
the  great  question  now  before  you.  But, 
caHed  upon  as  I  have  been  in  the  course 
of  this  evening,  by  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend  (sir  William  Scott),  and  re- 
buked for  having  continued  so  long  silent, 
I  feel  myself  compelled  no  longer  to  defer 
ofieHng  myself  to  your  indulgence.  I 
ihould  have  thought,  indeed,  that  I  owed 
M  apology  to  the  House,  had  I  risen  earlier 
on  this  occasion;  considering  the  ample 
opportunities  which  I  hayc  abeady  had  of 
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explaining  my  views  and  opinions  on  the 
subject  in  discussion.  I-  should  have 
thought  so  the  rather,  as,  in  the  present 
state  of  this  question,  it  does  not  api>ear  to 
me  to  be  at  all  incumbent  on  myself,  or 
on  those  who  think  as  I  do,  to  urge  any 
original  matter,  to  induce  the  House  to 
a^ree  to  the  Resolution  now  submitted  to 
their  consideration.  The  natural  and  ob- 
vious course  for  the  House  is  to  agree  to  it. 
It  is  for  those  who  would  dissuade  them 
from  so  agreeing  to  state  the  grounds  of 
their  dissuasion. 

If,  on  former  occasions,  it  has  been 
matter  of  dispute  on  which  side  the  burden 
of  proof  lay,  on  the  present  that  dispute 
cannot  be  maintained  with  any  shew  of 
reason.  It  might  be  matter  of  dispute  in 
instances  where  some  called  for  innovation 
in  existing  laws,  and  others  resisted  that 
call.  But,  in  the  present  instance,  the 
only  question  is,  shall  we  redeem  a  pledge^ 
given  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  the 
country?  We  stand  committed  to  pro<* 
ceed,  this  session,  to  a  consideration  and 
settlement  of  what  is  called  the  Catholic 
Question ;  to  a  settlement  of  it,  at  once 
conciliatory  with  respect  to  our  Roman 
Catholic  fellow-subjects,  and  consistent 
with  the  secprit^*,  and  conducive  to  the 
strength  of  the  Protestant  establishment  in 
Church  and  State.  This  pledge,  the  last 
House  of  Commons  gave  toProtestants  and 
Catholics,—- to  the  united  kingdom,  and 
to  the  world.  To  set  about  redeeming 
this  pledge  is,  I  say,  the  natural  and  ob- 
vious course  for  the  present  House  of  Com* 
mons.  The  burden  of  the  proof  lies  with 
those  who  would  divert^us  from  pursuing  it. 

Considering,  therefore.  Sir,  the  present 
Resolution  as  the  offspring  of  that,  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  submitting,  last  session, 
to  the  House,  and  the  satisfaction  of  in- 
ducing the  House  to  adopt,— I  feel  myself 
quiUf  as  much  responsible  for  this  Resolu- 
tion, as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself 
who  has  moved  it,  and  quite  as  much  in* 
terested  for  its  success.  I  have,  therefore, 
thought  it  my  duty  rather  to  wait  to  hear 
the  objections,  which  might  be  urged 
against  our  following  out  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  the  Resolution  of  last  year  had 
laid  down  for  us,  than  to  overlay  the  de- 
bate with  unnecessary  and  misplaced  ex- 
hortations to  do  that,  which,  until  the  con* 
trary  should  have  been  recommended  to 
them,  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  they 
must  be  disposed  and  determined  to  do. 

I  am  not  unaware.  Sir,  that  I  am  address- 
ing a  new  parliaoKnt :  and'that  this  House 
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is  not,  techDically  speaking,  bound  to  re- 
deem the  pledge  of  the  last  House  of  Com- 
inons.  But,  on  a  matter  of  luch  high  na- 
tional  importance,  I  may  surely  be  allowed 
to  hope  that  our  conduct  will  be  conformed 
to  the  dictates  of  nkorality  and  sound  policy, 
rather  than  fettered  by  mere  technical 
forms.  This  House  of  Commons  has  cer- 
tainly the  power  of  departing  from  the 
Resolution  of  last  session  ;  that  resolution 
it  not  absolutely  binding  upon  us :  but, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  we  should  not 
easily  satisfy  the  country,— I  hope  we 
should  not  satisfy  ourselves,— >if  we  came 
to  the  determination  to  abandon  a  moral 
duty^  because  we  might  do  so  with  im- 
punity. 

Instances  are  not  wanting,  in  which  sue* 
ceeding  parliaments  hare  adopted,  and 
executed,  with  filial  fidelity,  the  declared 
intentions  and  bequeathed  trusts  of  their 
predecessors.  It  will  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  many  who  hear  me,  that,  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Hastnigs,  it  was  held  that  the 
dissolution  of  parliament  did  not  abate  an 
impeachment  instituted  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  Would  it  not  be  strangely  un- 
gracious and  impolitic  to  contend  that,  in 
all  harsh  and  inquisitorial  proceedings,  we 
are  studiously  to  guard  agamst  interruption 
by  a  dissolution :  but  that,  in  every  thing 
of  a  milder  and  more  agreeable  nature,  we 
are  to  mvert  the  rule ;  and  to  admit  that 
proceedings  of  conciliation  and  kindness 
are  defeated  and  annulled  by  a  dissolution; 
and  are  not  to  be  resuined  nor  recom- 
menced without  exceeding  jealousy  and 
circumspection  ?  And  is  there  not  some-  ^ 
thing  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this^ 
question,  and  of  this  time,  which  should 
make  us  particularly  anxious  to  avoid  the 
imputation  of  such  a  construction  ?  It  is 
impossible  to  forget  the  condition  in  which 
the  ministry  sUnds,  in  relation  to  this 
question*  lliey  are  divided  amongst 
themselves ;  and  act  upon  it,  not  as  a  mi- 
nistry, but  each  member  of  the  govern- 
ments on  his  own  individual  opinion.  It 
is,  however,  well  known,  that  the  prepon- 
derance of  sentiment,  among  the  members 
of  the  government,  is  adverse  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Catholic  claims.  Would  it 
not  be  unseemly,  at  least,  if  not  of  fearful 
consequence,  to  lead  the  people  to  belieTe 
that  the  dissolution  of  parliament  had  been 
resorted  to,  under  these  circumstances,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  to  interpose  between 
their  pledge  and  its  accomplishment  ?  I 
attribute  not  to  the  government  this  de- 


sign, — and,  indeed,  the  conduct  of  tha 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  this  night  encou- 
rages the  belief  that  such  could  not  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  act,  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  But  I  state  the  danger  and 
inconvenience  of  such  a  misconstmctioo, 
as  contributing  strong  additional  reasons 
for  our  proceeding,  without  hesitation,  ta 
give  effect  to  the  determination  of  the  latt 
House  of  Commons,  and  for  our  not  sofifer- 
ing  ourselves  to  be  turned  aside  from  this 
plain,  straight-forward  course,  by  any 
quibbling  dispute,  as  to  the  degree  of 
obligation,  under  which  we  lie,  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  which  has  devolved  upon 
us. 

I  have  said.  Sir,  that  I  feel  myself  fully 
as  responsible  for  the  present  proportion, 
as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  has 
brought  it  forward.  The  House  will  re- 
collect that,  on  the  night  on  which  I  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  carry  the  Resolution, 
which  has  been  read  from  the  Journals  of 
last  session,  I  did  most  willingly  surrender 
into  the  hands  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
the  task  of  rearing  the  superstructure  on 
the  foundation  of  which  it  was  then  my 
happiness  to  lay.  I  surrendered  it  to  him 
with  all  that  deference,  which  bis  great 
talents  and  authority  demanded ;  and  with 
a  confidence,  which  his  moderation  has 
justified.  From  that  moderation — firom 
the  temper  displayed,  in  the  course  of 
these  debates,  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself,  and  infused  into 'them  by  his 
example,  I  augur  the  happiest  effects. 

To  him  is  to  be  joined,  in  the  same 
praise,  a  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Plunket)  near  him  ;  to  Uie  merits 
of  whose  speech,  on  the  first  night  of  this 
debate,  it  is  superfluous  to  add  my  Aeble 
testimony  ;  a  speech  displaying  not  only 
the  talents  of  an  accomplished  orator,  but 
the  large  views  and  comprehensive  mind  of 
a  statesman ;  but  still  more  commendable 
for  a  still  greater  excellence,— that  of  man* 
fully  disclaiming  all  meretricious  popvk 
larity;  and  courageously  rebuking  the 
excesses  of  those,  whose  j^ose  be  came 
forward  to  plead.  This'^bate  will,  I 
hope  and  I  believe,  have  taught  the  Ca« 
tholics  that,  while  they  may  look,  witi| 
confidence,  to  such  powerful  advocates,  so 
long  as  they  advance  their  claims  with 
temper  and  constitutional  deference  to 
the  authority  of  the  slate  under  which 
they  live,  they  are  not  to  rely  upon  a  fac- 
tious countenance  and  support,  if  ihej 
should  attempt  to  extort,  by  intimidatioD, 
that  boon,  which  we  hope  to  grant  to  tfacir 
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prayer;  or  should  coDtomacioiisly  refuse 
to  receive  it  in  the  same  temper  in  which 
it  is  intended  to  be  proposed.  Sure  I  am 
that  this  conduct  of  the  advocates  of  the 
Catholics  has  contributed  mainly  to  that 
fefourable  disposition,  which  I  think  I 
perceive  around  me,  on  this  night,  and 
which,  I  trust,  we  shall  carry  with  us,  into 
the  committee. 

The  objectors.  Sir,  to  the  present  mo- 
tion,  maiy  be  divided  into  three  classes. 
The  first  are  those  who,  having  concurred 
in  the  vote  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
propose  last  session,  find,  in  circumstances 
which  have  stnce  occurred,  reasons  for 
changing  their  opinion.  The  second  and 
third  classes  comprize  all  those  who  either 
not  having  been  parties  to  the  vote  of  last 
session,  or  haying  opposed  it,  are  equally 
at  liberty  to  decide  on  the  present  ques- 
tion, according  to  their  own  judgment,  and 
the  difierence  between  these  two  classes  is 
this,  that  the  objections  of  some  rest  on 
circtmistances,  which  are  transitory  and 
temporary  in  their  naturef ;  while  others 
cannot  conceive  any  time  or  any  circum- 
stances, which  could  remoTe  their  diffi- 
culties, or  soflen  their  hostility  to  the 
Catholics,  or  make  any  change  in  the 
aspect  and  policy  of  the  question. 

With  respect  to  the  first  class,  or,  I 
should  rather  say,  with  respect  to  him, 
who  constitutes  that  class  by  himself— for 
my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bankes)  has  yet  had 
no  followers  ;  he  stands,  as  Cowley  says 
of  Pindar,  "  a  phoenix,"  "  a  vast  species 
alone."  With  respect  to  him.  Sir,  (for 
whose  opinions,  both  when  they  differ 
from  my  own,  and,  I  need  hardly  add, 
when  they  agree  with  my  own,  I  feel  the 
most  unfeigned  respect)  the  main  objection 
which  he  feels  to  going  into  the  com- 
mittee, is  founded  on  an  apprehension  that 
its  result  will  be  wholly  unsatisfactory; 
that  it  will  disappoint  the  sanguine  hopes 
of  the  Catholics,  and  will  equally  fail  in 
realizing  the  just  expectations  of  the  Pro- 
testants. He  says,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Catholics,  since  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament, has  been  full  of  turbulence  and 
audacity ;  he  says,  that  an  alarm  and  in- 
quietude pervades  the  Protestant  commu- 
nity ;  and  that  the  two  parties  are  so  far 
asunder,  as  to  make  any  attempt  to  ap- 
proximate them  altogether  hopeless :  and 
ke  is  of  opinion,  therefore,  that,  instead  of 
persevering  in  the  course  chalked  out  by 
the  last  House  of  Commons,  we  cannot 
too  soon  pot  an  end  to  any  expectation  of 
an  interference  on  the  part,  of  pariiament 


in  a  work  so  unpromising  of  advantage* 
My  hon.  friend  well  knows,  and  has  cor* 
rectly  and  candidly  allowecl  that,  with 
my  view  of  the  matter,  1  might  admit  hi# 
premises,  both  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Catholics,  and  as  to  the  state  of  the  Pro- 
testant mind,  and  still  contend  that  they 
are  not  conclusive  against  the  proposition; 
upon  which  the  House  is  to  decide.  I 
might  admit,  that  the  Catholics  are  in  a 
state  of  ferment  and  agitation ;  and  that 
the  Protestant  mind  is  anxious,  and  irri- 
Uted  in  a  high  degree ;  I  might  admitf 
that  these  feelings  of  the  Protestants  are 
not  less  just  than  they  are  strong;  and 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  has  been 
such  as  their  enemies  must  rejoice  at,  (if 
indeed  their  worst  enemies  be  not  those 
who  have  produced  it),  and  as  their  friends 
must  lament,  though  they  will  not  imme* 
diately  desert  them,  on  account  of  it :  hot 
when  I  had  admitted  all  this ;  when  I  had 
described  this  state  of  things  in  as  dark 
colours  as  my  hon.  friend  could  supply ; 
when  I  had  exhausted  all  the  figures  of 
speech  in  expatiating  upon  its  deplorable 
nature,  and  dangerous  consequences,  I 
should  then  have  to  ask  my  hon.  friend, 
"  Is  this  a  state  of  things  which  you  wish 
to  continue  ?  or  is  it  not  rather  one  for 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  parliament  to  en* 
deavour  to  find  a  remedy?''  I  feel  as 
much  indignation,  as  any  man,  at  the  con* 
duct  and  temper  which  the  Catholics  have, 
in  too  many  instances,  exhibited :  but  I 
attribute  it  (as  it  has  been  attributed  by 
many  of  the  best  informed  upon  the  sub* 
ject)  to  the  influence  and  efforts  of  per- 
sons, who  care  not  for  the  Catholic  any 
more  than  for  the  Protestant  part  of  the 
community  ;  who  see,  in  the  distractions 
of  the  empire,  the  opportunity  of  gratify* 
ing  their  own  personal  ambition;  who, 
for  that  purpose,  would  push  the  Catholics 
to  excess,  and  exasperate  the  Protestants 
into  resentment ;  whose  object,  in  short,  is 
not  the  settlement  of  the  question,  but  its 
prolonged,  and  angry,  and  turbulent  agi* 
tation.  My  policy,  therefore,  wouldr  be 
very  difierent  from  that  of  my  hon.  friend. 
I  would  not  go  forth  in  the  spirit  of  anger. 
Whatever  indignation  I  may  feel  against 
those  who  have  raised  this  storm,  and  who 
endeavour  to  encrease  it,  I  consider  the 
expression  of  that  indignation  as  a  secon- 
dary duty ;  our  first  doty  is  to  tranquillize 
the  storm :  as  the  tabled  Father  of  the 
Sea  is  beautifully  described  by  the  poet, 
when  the  ocean  had.  been  disturbed  with- 
out his  consent,  as  rebuking  the  felon 
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yrifkdB  which  bad  throwD  his  €lement  into 
aucb  fearful  agitation ;  but  presently  re* 
collecting  that  the  punishment  of  the  au- 
thors of  the  mischief,  may  be  best  post- 
poned till  the  mischief  itself  has  been  al* 
layed  : 

'  QuQs  ego — led  motos  praestat  componere  floctus.' 
Other  argumenu  there  are  whicit  my 
hon.  friend  has  pressed  into  his  service,  on 
the  present  occasion  ;  but  of  which  it  is 
sufficient  to  say,  as  coining  from  him,  that 
they  did  not  prevent  him  from  voting  in 
favour  of  my  motion  last  session  ;  though, 
if  they  be  of  any  force  now,  they  existed 
in  equal  force  at  that  period.  He  com- 
plains, among  other  things,  that  the  Ca* 
tbolics  have  not  amalgamated  with  the 
Protestants,  by  intermarriages ;  an  expe- 
dient which  he  thinl^s  might  have  softened 
the  asperities  of  the  contending  secu. 
Tbia  may  be  true,  but  it  is  at  least,  no  new 
charge  against  the  Catholics,  nor  any  new 
cause  of  ill-will  between  them  and  the 
Protestants  since,  or  arising  out  of  the  last 
1  ote  of  the  Hoose  of  Commons  on  this 
qnesUon.  Whatever  other  mischief  my 
tiiotion  may  have  done,  or  had  a  tendency 
tp  do,  surely  there  was  nothing  in  it  to  in- 
terpose a  barrier  ta connubial  happiness,  to 
check  the  instincts  of  nature,  and  stop  the 
propagation  of  mankind.  This  is,  at 
feast,  therefore,  no  ground  of  objection, 
which  ought  to  have  occurred  to  my  hon. 
i^iend  for  the  first  time  to-night ;  nor  is  it 
one* arising  out  of  the  present  state  and 
temper  of  the  Catholics,  but  rather  out  of 
the  feelings  and  policy  of  times  now  hap- 
]uly  gone  by.  If  my  hon.  friend  had  con- 
sidered this  point  a  little  more ;— -if  he  had 
looked  back  into  the  statute  book, — he 
would  have  found.  In  severe  penal  laws, 
(laws  but  lately  repealed)  the  true  impe- 
dimenu  to  Protestant  and  Catholic  inter- 
marriages, in  the  penalties  imposed  upon 
the  Catholic  priest  who  should  dare  to  ce- 
lebrate such  a  marriage ;  in  the  induce- 
ments held  out  to  the  conforming  wife  to 
betray  her  non-conforming  husband,  in 
the  iiQvitatioos  to  the  son,  just  come  from 
the  nursery,  to  turn  Protestant,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplanting  his  Catholic  father 
in  his  property,  and  converting  him  into  a 
lOere  tenant  for  life.  While  such  laws 
prevailed,  it  surely  was  not  wondecfiid  that 
the  Catholics  should  not  be  very  desirous 
pf  intermarrying  with  Protestanu;  no 
wonder  that  they  should  not  court  al- 
liances, which  might  thus  make  domestic 
life  one  continued  jar,  one  scene  of  dis- 
^uie^^de^  '^''IP'^MIS  ^  Uncher^*    Bat 
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be  the  case  as  it  oiay,  there  is,  I  say,  90r 
thing  in  this  point  to  justify  my  boa.  friewl 
in  withdrawing  this  night  the  support 
which  he  gave  to  my  motion  of  last  year; 
nothing,  therefore,  upon  which  it  is  jaeets- 
sary  that  I  should  enlarge,  as  peculiarly 
applying  to  his  peculiar  class  of 
tions. 

Of  the  two  classes  of  objectsrs } 
being  parties  to  the  vote  of  last  aeasion,  or 
who,  having  opposed  that  votf^,  are  al 
perfect  liberty  to  use  their  diserelioa  oa 
the  present  occasion;  the  one,  aa  1  bate 
said,  objects  to  the  measure  oow  before  m 
on  temporary,  the  mother  on  perm  a  net  aad 
unalterable  grounds. 

At  the  head  of  the  first  division  stands 
my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Yorke,)  wha 
followml  the  right  hon.  and  learoedl  gea# 
tleman  opposite  (Mr.  Plunket)  on  the 
first  night  of  this  debate.  My  right  baa. 
friend  hopes  and  believes,  that  the  aauses 
which  prevent  his  present  coacorreace,  ia 
the  proposed  measure,  are  not  likaly  to  be 
lastinff;  and  he  has  had  tha  candooria 
specify  a  few  of  the  conditions  whicb  km 
requires,  as  necessarily  prelioatoary  ta  Us 
vote  in  favour  of  it.  The  first  of  tJMse  is 
the  death  of  Buonaparte  Oa  Mm  oaftt 
dition  enough  has  already  been  said  i^ 
gentlef^ea,  who  have  preceded  wae  io  ibe 
debate ;  a  more Jielpless  system  ef  polk^, 
perhaps,  could  not  easily  be  devise4,  tlMa 
one  which  should  be  contented  to  rest  tha 
tranquillity  of  this  empire  on  the  gfoaad 
of  no  other  hope  than  a  poti  okii  on  Bao- 
naparte's  existence.  The  next  conditiaa 
stipulated  for  by  my  right  boaonrable 
friend  is  the  previous  cessation  of  all  irri- 
tation on  either  side ;  the  extinctiaa  of  all 
angry  feelings ;  the  discoutiBoance  of  aU 
meetings,  turbulent  or  peaceable,  the 
silence  of  all  complaints,  petitions,  aad 
lamentations.  Then,  indeed,  wheM  tha 
*sense  of  suffering  should  appear  lo  be 
deadened,  when  the  expeetations  of  relief 
should  have  been  happily  exlingoiabad, 
when  hope  itself  bad  **  sickened  ami  aa 
died;''  then,  in  this  new  miileoioiii  of 
contented  apathy,  this  still  sabbatb  af 
subdued  desire,  my  right  bon.  friaad 
would  come  cheerfully  forward  ta  allay 
disorders  no  longer  prevalent,  and  to  grant 
conciKSsions  no  longer  required.  When 
the  parties  now  agitated  wish  matual  Jea- 
lousy shall,  of  their  ow(i  accovd|  iMira 
dropped  all  dispute  and  lorgottao  all  wt* 
seniment ;  when  the  Orange-asaa  and  tlM 
Catholic  shall  have  abjured  tbair  aaiaia- 
sitieSf  and  lain  dqwa  together  lika  tba 
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kttfiard  and  ib6  kid ;  then,  in  my  right 
hon.  friend't  opinioD,  the  period  will  baTC 
srrived  for  a  legitlative  interference,  for 
which  be  thinks  the  criiis  does  not  call  se 
long  at  there  i<  any  difficulty  to  aoke^  or 
tay  danger  to  gnard  against. 

TDe  only  remaining  condition  which 
must,  according  to  my  right  hon.  friend, 
precede  any  grant  of  relief  to  tlie  Catho- 
lic is,  that  he  sh4ll  cease  to  be  a  Catholic. 
Let  bin  renounce  the  tenets  of  his  reli- 
fJMk,  not  his  hostility  to  the  state  (for  that 
wrenonnced,  disclaimed^  abjured  already, 
in  all  tbe  forms  and  solemnities,  which 
the  nost  Jealous  suspicion  can  de?ise,)  and 
then  to  this  more  than  reformed  religionist, 
to  this  Protesting  Dissenter  from  Catho- 
Koism,  my  right  bon.  friend  will  hold  out 
the  indulgences  which  tbey  no  longer 
wm94.  Sir,  the  good  will  of  my  right  hon. 
IHend  would  undoubtedly  be  of  great 
imUuo  to  any  body  of  men  ;  but  I  confess, 
that,  to  me,  these  conditions  appear  to 
place  it  at  a  price  almost  beyond  tbe 
leach  of  human  nature.  Continue  Ca* 
tiiolicw,  and  you  are  to  expect  my  unre- 
autting  hostility.  Cease  to  be  Catholics, 
and  I  am  your  friend.  Pope  says  of 
Atoesa,  that  she 

I      ■**  bates  3roa  while  yoa  lire, 
•<  But  die,  and  she'll  adore  you." 
inch  or  something  like  it,  would  be  my 
right  hon.  friend's  posthumous  toleration 
of  a  religion  which  had  ceased  to  exist. 

My  right  hon.  friend  was  followed  by  a 
right  hon.  and  learned  baronet  (sir  J. 
Stewart,)  formerly  in  a  distinguished  legal 
attuatton  in  Ireland.  That  right  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  so  far  as  I  was  enabled 
to  collect  the  tendency  of  his  speech,  afler 
bidancing  some  time  the  arguments  in  fa- 
vour of  concession,  with  those  for  resist- 
ance to  the  Catholic  claims,  decided,  in 
the  end,  for  continued  resistance,  on  tbe 
ground  that  nothing  could  be  done  by 
parliament,  until  you  were  preriously  as- 
aured  of  the  good  and  peaceable  dispo- 
aition  of  the  Catholics.  Where  is  the 
agreement,  he  asked,  between  the  right 
bon.  morer  of  this  question  and  ther  Ca- 
tholic body  ?  Where  the  assurance  that 
the  conditions,  which  it  may  be  thought 
right  to  annex  to  any  boon,  which  parlia- 
ment may  be  disposed  to  grant,  will  be 
complied  with  }  The  answer  to  this  argu- 
ment surely  has  been  given  so  often,  that 
it  is  hardly  necessary  'to  repeat  it.  An 
.arrangement  rodst  begin  somewhere. 
Will  yoa  not  rather  begin  on  that  side 
Which  has  aadKNFiiy  to  grant,  and  to  en* 


force  the  cosidttions  of  its  mnt,  if  necei- 
sary,  than  with  that  whidi,  b^ng  com- 
posed of  persons  not  competent  to  bind 
each  other,  has  nolegitimateorgan  through 
which  its  collective  sense  can  be  spoken, 
or  by  which  any  engagement  can  be 
taken,  in  its  behalf  ?  Let  parliament  enact, 
and  the  Catholics  must  obey  ;  but  to  caH 
upon  any  portion  of  the  Catholic  body  to 
answer  for  the  rest  beforehand,  as  to  what 
pouits  they  will  be  willing  to  compromise, 
IS  plainly  and  wilfully  to  lead  them  into  a 
difficulty,  I  do  not  say  with  the  hope,  but 
I  must  say  with  the  almost  certainty  of 
their  not  being  able  to  extricate  them- 
selves from  it  How  is  the  Catholic  will 
to  be  collected  ?  By  a  general  meeting  i 
Physically  impossible.  By  delegated  re»^ 
presentation  ?— That  you  have,  and  pro- 
perly, put  down.  You  have  no  resource, 
therefore,  but  to  legislate  for  them :  and 
the  perpetual  recurrence  to  the  question, 
what  will  the  Catholics  agree  to?  ap« 
pears  to  me  scarcely  more  unjustifiable,  aa 
applied  to  the  Catholics,  than  mistaken 
as  applied  to  the  practice  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

From  this  topic  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
diverged  into  a  history  of  the  penal  laws 
against  the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  not  with- 
out some  occasional  expressions  which 
might,  by  an  uncaodid  hearer,  have  been 
interpreted,  if  not  as  conveying  an  appro- 
bation of  these  laws,  at  least  as  suggesting 
an  apology  for  them.  Among  other  points, 
the  familiar  assertion,  that  they  are  coeval 
with  the  Revolution,  was  not  forgotten  j 
an  assertion  certainly  mit  employed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  support  the 
conclusion,  that  they  ought  therefore  to 
have  been  retained  in  their  full  vigour,  yet 
as  certainly  implying  and  conveying  a  no- 
tion of  unwillingness  too  hastily  to  part 
with  any  portion  of  them. 

First,  however,  this  system  of  laws  (as 
has  often  been  sufficiently  shewn)  was  not 
altogether  contemporary  with  the  Revolu- 
tion. It  was  the  work  of  four  successive 
reigns.  Secondly,  laws  which  were  re- 
quisite to  guard  an  elected  and  a  childlesa 
monarch  against  a  dethroned  rival,  a  rival 
holding  fast  the  affections  of  his  former 
Catholic  subjects ;  and  not  of  his  Catholic 
subjects  only ;  (for  were  there  no  church- 
men Jacobites?)  laws,  I  say,  which  might 
be  justifiable  in  such  circumstances,  can 
they  be  stated  to  be  therefore  necessary 
how  ?— Look  at  the  three  following  reigns^ 
during  which  the  system  gr^w.  To  itk^t 
of  king  Wittiam^  duUlies^  as  I  hare  said^ 
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'mod  ft  foreigner,  succeeded  queen  Anne ; 
berself  childless  also,  and  so  faTourable  (as 
M^as  supposed)  to  the  restoration  of  her 
exiled  family,  thatitmight  well  be  thought 
necessary  by  her  parliameuts  to  guar4  the 
succession  to  the  crown  against  her  own 
wishes,  no  less  than  against  the  machina- 
tions of  rebellion  and  foreign  power. 
George  1  was' a  stranger^  and  a  stranger 
might  be  excused  if  be  imbibed  the  jea> 
lousies,  and  adopted  the  system  of  that 
class  of  his  subjects  to  whom  he  owed  his 
throne,  if  he  sanctioned  and  countenanced 
severities,  which  they  represented  as  pe- 
CQSsary,  against  those  whom  he  was  taught 
to  consider  as  his  irreconcilable  enemies. 
The  rci  dura,  et  regni  novita$,  might  pal- 
liate, if  it  could  not  excuse  such  a  policy, 
during  such  a  reign*  But  if  we  excuse 
that  policy,  we  surely  do  not  therefore 
wish  to  perpetuate  it :  nor  would  we  re- 
new, if  it  were  ju  our  power,  in  the  present 
times,  the  maxims,  which  guided  the  con- 
duct of  a  monarch,  who,  whatever  were 
lis, great  or  amiable  qualities,  had  the 
misfortune,  incident  to  the  state  of  things 
in  which  he  lived,  of  being  the  king  of  but 
half  his  people.  Of  the  reign  of  George 
2,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  it  wit- 
nessed one  most  formidable  explosion  of 
irebellion,  arising  not  from  speculative  or 
religious  differences,  indeed,  but  from  that 
attachment  to  a  banished  dynasty,  with 
9vhich  the  Roman  Catholics  of  these  realms 
were  held  to  be  particularly  infected.  It 
is  not  unnatural  that,  in  the  course  of  a 
reign  so  disturbed,  laws  enacted  against 
this  specific  mischief  should  not  have  been 
repealed  nor  softened  ;  shofild  have  been 
maintained  rather,  and  enforced  in  all 
their  rigour. 

But  the  establishment  of  the  Protestant 
succession  is  surely  now  in  no  danger.  The 
tender  plant  might  require  to  be  fenced 
and  protected  :  but  it  has  now  struck  its 
roots  deep  into  the  soil,  and  its  branches 
OTer-canopy  the  land.  Such  a  change  in 
the  circumstances  of  this  kingdom,  and  of 
the  world,  justifies  and  requires  a  corres- 
ponding change  of  policy.  Not  only  are 
not  the  same  dangers  now  in  active  ope- 
ration ;  but  they  are  extinguished,  past 
the  power,  or  wit,  or  malice  of  man  to  re- 
Tive.  The  hand  of  death  has  crushed  the 
political  part  of  those  dangers,  the  rival 
and  banished  dynasty ;  and  therewith  has 
dissevered,  for  ever,  the  ill-omened  union  of 
treason  and  religion.  You  enacted  these 
laws,  not  on  account  of  faith,  but  on  account 
of  politics*   Was  it  against  transubstantiap 


tion  ?  No  such  thing :  but  transnbttantia- 
tion  was  the  symbol  of  a  creed  in  polittc^ 
as  well  as  in  religion,  the  object  of  wtick 
was  to  overturn  the  established  goTem- 
ment  and  constitution.  To  continue  these 
enactments  against  transubatantiation, 
when  it  is  no  longer  the  symbol  of  dan- 
gerous politics,  is  as  absurd  aa  if,  having 
had  occasion  to  advertise  a  mnaway  feIo«t 
and  to  describe  him  by  his  red  hiur,  yoa 
should  therealier  forget  that  it  was  the  fe- 
lony which  constituted  the  crime,  and 
should,  in  all  time  to  come,  consider  red 
hair  as  a  capital  offence. 

Among  those  who,  without  being  £aifly 
for  a  repeal  at  any  time,  are  yet  not  fiur 
mainuiningall  things  which  remain  in  the 
Catholic  code  precisely  and  unalterably 
as  they  are,  I  was  surprised,  and  not  a 
little  delighted,  to  find  this  night,  I  think 
for  the  first  time,  my  right  hon.  and  learn- 
ed friend  (sir  William  Scott)  the  member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford.  My  right 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  not  only  begs  to 
be  understood  as  by  no  means  saying,  that 
no  time  may  come,  that  no  possible  case 
may  occur,  in  which  he  might  agree  ta 
further  concessions  to  the  CaSiolics  ;  bat 
he  has  gone  much  farther,  and  confess- 
ed that  there  are  many  things,  in  the 
penal  code,  which  appear  to  him  to  be 
beyond  the  necessity  of  the  case  as  it  new 
exists,  and  which  might  even  now  be 
pared  down  with  advantage  to  the  conn- 
try.  I  hail  the  omen  of  this  most  unex- 
pected, this  most  gratifying  adosiasioa. 
When  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  and 
other  honourable  members  have  express- 
ed their  apprehension  that  the  going  iata 
a  committee  might  only  be  productive  of 
disappointment, — forasmuch  as  they  de- 
spaired of  being  able  to  come  oat  of  the 
committee,  not  only  with  any  satiafectory 
arrangement,  but  even  with  any  approxi- 
mation to  a  better  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  conflicting  parties,  with  any 
indication,  however  remote,  of  softened  as- 
perity, or  growing  good  will,— how  little 
did  they  expect  that  this  debate  would  ex- 
hibit, in  the  person  of  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  so  distinguished  a  convert  to 
the  cause  of  Catholic  emancipation  !  One 
who,  in  consistency  with  his  own  argu- 
ments this  night,  must  be  prepared,  not 
only  to  consent  to,  but  himself  to  propose 
many  important  relaxations;  many  inno- 
vations in  the  Catholic  code,  such  as  bot  a 
few  weeks  ago  would  have  been  resisted 
to  the  uttermost,  if  proposed  by  persona 
avowedly  firieodly  to  the  Catbouc  < 
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That  learoed  and  eminent  aniversity,  of 
which  my  right  hon.  and  learned  friend  is 
at  once  the  representaiife  and  the  orna- 
ment, will  atsoredly  receive  with  the  most 
lively  satisfaction  the  account  which  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  will  send  them  to* 
morrow  of  the  part  which  be  has  taken 
in  this  night's  debate,  and  has  determined 
to  take  in  the  committee  ;  and,  with  what- 
ever.  apprehensions  they  may  hitherto 
have  regarded  the  progress  of  the  present 
measure,  assuredly  that  apprehension  will 
subside,  when  they  find  that  many  of  the 
relaxations  which  are  to  be  proposed,  per* 
haps  most  of  those,  which  will  be  finally 
carried,  are  to  originate  with  that  learned 
and  excellent  person  to  whose  hands  their 
interests  are  so  properly  confided. 

My  right  hon.  and  learned  friend  stands 
thus  about  midway  between  the  class  of 
temporary  opposers,  and  that  of  those 
who  would  never  concede  any  thing  more. 
According  to  this  last  class,  the  extension 
of  any  privileges  whatever  to  the  Catbo* 
lies  is  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution.  If  this  be  true—- how  shall 
we  excuse  the  rashness  of  which  we  have 
already  been  guilty,  in  admitting  them  to 
the  bar!  in  allowing  them  to  become 
subalterns  in  the  army!  What  mischief 
have  we  not  hazarded  by  permitting  them 
to  come  thus  within  reach  of  the  vital  parts 
of  the  constitution,— -of  its  legal  system, 
and  of  its  military  force,— with  no  other 
security  for  their  good  behaviour  in  trusts 
of  such  delicacy  and  under  opportunities 
of  such  temptation  to  do— I  know  not  pre* 
cisely  what  indeed— than  their  oaths! 
Oaths  which,  as  the  same  persons  contend, 
convey  no  security  at  all ! 

The  Catholic,  it  seems,  holds  no  faith 
with  heretics :  he  disregards  the  sanctity 
of  the  most  solemn  obligation  ;  or  uses  it 
*  only  as  a  snare  for  entrapping  the  unwary 
Protestant  into  a  reliance  which  he  may 
afterwards  betray.  It  has  been  asked,  in- 
deed, by  persons  of  a  less  jealous  and  wary 
disposition,  "  What  would  you  have  the 
Catholics  do  to  prove  their  sincerity  ? 
They  Jie  in  your  defence.*' — Aye — that's 
their  hypocrisy  ! — Sir,  I  confess  I  know  of 
no  argument  which  can  avail  against  rea- 
soning like  this. 

Happily  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  or 
for  others  who  take  the  part  which  I  take 
in  this  debate,  to  explain  and  justify  the 
policy  by  which  the  Catholics  have  been 
admitted  to  the  privileges  which  they 
now  enjoy.  That  is  done.  That  is  now 
iJie  constitation.    Let  those  who  quarrel 


with  it  propose  to  mend  it  in  their  own 
sense ;  and  then  we  shall  have  their  view 
of  the  subject  fairly  before  us. 

But  when,  in  consequence  of  the  privi- 
leges already  conceded  to  them,  the  Ca» 
tholics  are  held  out  as  traitorous  and  un* 
grateful,  because  they  sigh  for  what  is  still 
withholden,  it  may  surely  be  aaid,— not  iq 
recomtnendation  of  the  policy  of  granting 
their  wish,  but  in  justification  of  them  for 
entertaining  it,  that  they  live  among  those 
who  enjoy  higher  privileges  from  which 
they  are  themselves  excluded  ; — that  to 
consider  such  exclusion  as  the  stamp  of 
degradation,  is  human  nature; — and  that, 
provided  the  further  participation  in  the 
privileges  of  their  fellow  subjects  be  asked 
in  a  becoming  manner,  we  surely  need 
not  resent  the  request,  though  we  may 
determine,  as  best  suits  oar  views  of  the 
just  interests  of  the  whole  community, 
when,  and  in  what  prdportion,  and  with 
what  qualifications  we  shall  grant  it. 

Above  all  things,  l^t  us  avoid  a  harsh, 
insulting,  irritating  language  :  let  us  avoid 
it  on  our  side,  to  discourage  it  on  the 
other.  Much  injury  is  done  to  the  cause 
of  either  party  by  mischievous  advocates. 
The  blame  or  this  sort  of  mischief  does 
not  rest  entirely  with  the  Catholics.  I 
would  it  did.  But,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  controversy,  there  have  not  been 
wanting  examples,  which  I  wish  had  not 
been  afforded,  to  justify— or — (justify 
they  cannot) — to  excite  and  keep  alive 
the  intemperance  of  the  Catholic  dema* 
gogues.  Societies  are  formed  in  this  me- 
tropolis for  disseminating  the  most  absurd 
misrepresentations  with  respect  to  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  anonymous  letters  from  Limeric; 
— histories  of  serving  maids  turned  off  on 
account  of  their  religion ; — such  trash  and 
trumpery,  in  short,  as  never  before  wa» 
brought  forward  in  aid  of  any  solemn  dis- 
cussion, or  in  support  of  any  righteous 
cause.  Take  a  few  specimens  of  these 
publications.—- (Mr.  Canning  here  read 
several  extracts  from  the  publications  in 
question,  but  concluded  with  saying)— 
Sir,  I  am  ashamed  to  dwell  upon  such 
stuff.  I  should  be  sorry  that  my  citation 
of  them  in  this  place  should  prolong  their 
ephemeral  existence.  Were  their  vigour 
proportioned  to  their  venom,  they  might 
poison  society  for  along  time  to  come, 
and  render  altogether  incurable  the  dif- 
ferences, which  unhappily  exist  between 
the  different  classes  of  the  community* 
But  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  them  after 
this  night's  debate,  and  afttx  this  night's 
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fote,  which  will  shew,  I  trutt,  how  tittle 
oongeniftl  it  the  temper  of  these  publica- 
tions and  their  inditen,  to  that  in  which 
the  British  House  of  Commons  is  proceed- 
ing to  legislate  fpr  the  peace  and  strength 
of  the  empire. 

Some  ffentlemen  have  adverted,  in  the 
coarse  of  this  debate,  to  the  language  of 
aaany  of  the  petitions  against  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  have  censored  in  grave 
terms  the  activity  of  the  clergy  in  procur- 
ing and  forwarding  snch  petitions.  I  am 
not  of  their  opinion,  so  tar  as  relates  to 
the  clergy.  III  language,  and  strange 
and  distorted  reasonings,  indeed  cannot 
be  defended  by  any  authority  or  sane- 
lifted  by  any  names ;  and  the  House  will 
of  course  take  the  several  petitions  for 
what  they  are  intrinsically  worth,  and  for 
BO  more.  But  the  clergy,  I  think,  are 
Mjustly  blamed  for  their  activity.  I  dif- 
ftr  firom  them  indeed  entirely  as  to  any 
apprehension  of  danger  to  the  establish- 
dl»ent,  firom  the  temperate  and  guarded 
concession  of  civil  privileges  to  our  Ca- 
Aolic  fellow  subjects ;  but  I  do  not  think 
tiM  worse  of  them  for  feeling  and  exhi- 
biting even  exaggerated  and  groundless 
alarm,  upon  any  thing  affecting,  in  their 
conscientious  opinion,  the  safety  or  well- 
being  of  the  church.  It  is  their  duty  to 
take  such  an  alarm  on  the  slightest  indi- 
cation pf  danger.  Nothing  can  be  more 
idle  than  to  iougine  that  any  class  or  de- 
•cription  of  men  will  see  what  they  con- 
ceive their  risliu  or  interests  invaded,  or 
even  approached,  without  feeling  sensi- 
bly,—I  might  say  sensitively, — the  ap- 
proximation of  the  innovating  hand.  Not 
a  canal  or  a  turnpike  bill  passes  this  House 
without  experiencing,  in  its  progress,  the 
impediment  of  conflicting  interests  ;  and 
to  reconcile  such  interests  in  great  things 
and  in  small  is  one  main  function  of  this 
House.  The  constitution  itself,  practi- 
cally perfect  as  it  is,  is  one  great  system 
•f  checks  and  balances,  apparently  and 
theoretically  counteracting,  in  eflect  con- 
trolling, each  other.  To  maintain  the 
peculiar  ^ivileges  of  that  class  to  which 
we  especially  belong,  is  the  natural  im- 
pulse of  passion,  as  well  as,  perhaps,  the 
safest  mile  of  duty.  And  shall  we  cast 
blame  on  those  who  are  the  guardians  of 
the  temple— -the  sworn  depositaries  *of 
that  vestal  fire  which  enlightens  and  pu- 
rifies, and  consecrates  the  civil  constitu- 
tion of  the  St  Ate — if  they  maniflest  a  more 
than  ordinary  jealousy,  and  rise  up  with 
more,   perhaps^  than  a^  neceasary  seal. 


againat  the  very  shadow  of  a  danger — ^if 
they  watch  with  trembling  anxiaty  over  a 
charge  so  precious  and  so  holy  ^  1  acquit 
the  clergy,  then,  as  a  body,  cif  Uie  bbuse 
which  has  been  thrown  upon  them :  bat 
I  coold  wish,  at  the  same  time,  tbai  tbey 
would  consider  with  how  good  an  efiect 
they-  might  set  an  example  of  mildneai 
and  chanty  in  the  controversy »  io  which, 
I  am  ready  to  admit,  they  may  not  bt 
able  to  abstain  altogether  from  eogmging. 
Tbey  stand  upon  the  vantage  groond,  um 
in  proportion  as  they  approach  the  oewsit 
to  the  true  and  evangelical  system  of  reK- 
gion,  they  may,  with  tbe  least  basard  of 
sacrificing  any  part  of  its  true  imerests, 
be  forbearing  towards  those  vrbo  are  m 
error : 

*  Toque  prior,  to  parce,  genns  qui  duels  Ofynpo.' 
It  is  not  in  exception,'  or  derogation  to 
this  general  apology  for  the  clergy,  that 
I  mention  a  tract  which  has  been  pot  into 
my  hands  this  morning,  in  answer  to  a 
letter  published  by  a  respectable  Roman 
Catholic  gentleman,  whose  name  and  high 
professional  character  (Mr.  Butler]  are 
probably  known  to  many  gentlemen  who 
hear  me.  His  answerer  is^  I  have  oo 
doubt,  a  gentleman  of  equal  respectabi- 
lity ;  and,  evidently,  upon  tbe  face  of  lus 
work,  a  scholar  of  no  inconsiderable  at- 
tainments, and  a  divine  of  the  pureat  prin- 
ciples. I  refer  to  his  work,  and  to  Mr. 
Butler's,  as  perhaps  the  two  least  excep- 
tionable, on  their  respective  sides,  to  shew 
how  liable  even  the  best  men  are  to  be 
run  away  with  by  the  seal  of  controTeny, 
and  to  be  betrayed  into  modes  of  reason- 
ing, and  into  harshnesses  of  expreasioB 
which,  in  calmer  moments,  tbey  catt 
hardly  fail  to  regret.  The  answerer  be- 
gins, by  charging  Mr.  Butler  with  ''a 
material  itippresnb  veri,  which/'  says  tbe, 
reverend  writer, ''  is,  as  Mr.  Butler  knc»ws, 
almost  as  bad  as  a  suggestio  faisu*'  No* 
here  are  pretty  strong  terms,  and  such  as 
wy  gentleman  will  probably  allow  <Might 
not  to  be  used,  unless  they  can  be  borne 
out  by  pretty  strong  facts.  «'  Mr.  Botkr 
(says  his  antagonist)  begins,  by  stating  to 
you  the  resolution  of  the  late  House  of 
Commoi^^,  passed  last  session,  stating,  that 
it  would  take  into  consideration  the  Iwmt 
affecting  the  Roman  Catholics,  with  a  view 
tor  such  final  conciliatory  adjustotent  as 
might  be  conducive  to  the  peace  and 
strength  of  the  united  kingdom*  to  tbs 
stability  of  the  Protestant  establishmeot. 
and  to  the  general  satisfaction  a«ld  con- 
cord «f  all  clssMs  of  bis  Alajesty^a  aaib» 
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jecU.  Now  (proceeds  the  answerer), 
what  Mr.  Butler  forgot  to  mention  is, 
first,  that  this  resolution,  which  was  car> 
ried  ii>  the  House  of  Commons  by  no  yery 
large  majority,  wjhen  proposed  in  the 
Hoase  oi  Lords,  was  rejected/'  So  says 
the  answerer.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  apply 
to  him,  or  to  any  other  respectable  man, 
the  charge  of  *  suppressing  truth/  or 
'  suggesting  falsehood/  But  that  at  the 
▼ery  moment  When  he  was  preferring 
against  another  the  charge  of  ^  suggesting 
falsehood/  he  should  himself  speak  of  the 
majority,  by  which  the  resolution  of 
last  session  was  carried  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  '  no  yery  large  majority' — 
a  majority  of  '  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,'— a  majority,  as  every  man  at  all 
observant  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House 
well  knows,  of  very  unusual  magnitude  ;— 
that  at  the  very  moment  of  accusing  ano* 
ther  of  suppressing  truth,  he  should  state 
the  rejection  of  that  resolution  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  as  more  than  counterba- 
lancing this  majority  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  sink,  at  the  same  time,  the 
material  fact,  that  it  was  rejected  only  by 
the  smallest  of  all  conceivable  majorities, 
—a  majority  of  one  proxy; — these  are 
oversights  which  plainly  shew  that  there 
must  be  something  so  blinding  in  contro- 
versial zeal,  as  to  mislead  even  the  most 
ingenuous  minds  into  accusations  and  as- 
sertions very  ill  assorted  with  each  other. 

A  little  onward  I  find  another  instance 
of  that  quick  perception  of  the  error  of  an 
antagonist,  and  that  unconsciousness  of 
one's  own,  which  characterizes  disputa- 
tious controversy.  Mr.  Butler  has,  it 
seems,  attempted  a «'  set-off"  of  Protestant 
against  Catholic  persecutions : — an  unjus- 
tifiable and  unprofitable  mode  of  argument, 
I  admit ;  and  to  be  discountenanced  with 
all  the  indignation  which  his  adversary 
properly  expresses  against  it  But  is  it 
Dot  whimsical  that,  in  the  very  midst  of 
the  vehemence  of  that  indiG;nation,  the 
adversary  should  not  be  able  to  refrain 
from  falling  into  the  very  fault  which  he 
was  reprehending?  Mr.  Butler  states, 
that  "  Servetus  was  burned  by  Calvin.'' 
The  fact,  I  am  afraid,  is  true.  The  infe- 
rence (if  Mr.  Butler  intend  such  an  infe- 
rence) of  a  "  set-off"  would  be  unjustifi- 
able. But  how  does  the  answerer  treat 
this  argument  ?  "  Would  not  Servetus 
have  been  burned  (says  he)  if  he  had  re- 
mained in  Spain  ?"  As  if  the  fault  of  this 
borriWe  murder  had  lain,  not  in  the  Cruelty 
•f  the  persecutors,  but  in  the  peculiarly 
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combustible  nature  of  the  victim  !  Surely 
it  is  not  thus  that  Mr.  Butler's  practice  of 
'*  set-offs"  is  to  be  exposed  and  brought  to 
shame ! 

These,  I  say.  Sir,  are  instances  which 
shew  how  much  the  best  and  ablest  of 
men  deceive  themselves,  when  their  pas« 
sions  and  prejudices  are  called  into  activi* 
^Yi  ^y  ^^  honest,  though  mistaken  zeal, 
for,  what  they  may  think,  the  vital  inte* 
rests  of  the  establishment,  to  which  they 
belong.  And  when  I  speak  of  interest, 
let  me  not  be  supposed  to  mean  that  sor- 
did species  of  interest,  which  I  have  heard 
attributed  to  the  clergy,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  as  if  they  were  alive  only  to 
the  emoluments  and  dignities  of  the  church, 
and  not  solicitous  about  its  purity  of  doc- 
trine, and  sober  excellence  of  discipline* 
I  acquit  them,  from  my  heart,  of  motives 
and  feelings  so  unworthy  of  their  high 
trust  and  calling.  I  believe  them  to  bei 
actuated  by  the  purest  zeal :  and  I  quar- 
rel not  with  any  accidental  intemperance, 
in  their  expression  of  it,  however  much  I 
may  regret  and  would  discourage  that  in- 
temperance for  the  sake  of  public  exam- 
ple, and  of  the  public  peace. 

I  confess,  however,  that  I  am  not  quite 
so  indulgent  to  all  classes  of  petitioners 
who  have  thought  proper  to  come  forward 
upon  this  occasion.  Among  others  there 
is  one  much  relied  on  by  my  right  hon. 
and  learned  friend  (sir  W.  Scott),  the  pe- 
tition presented  by  the  descendants  of  the 
French  Protestant  Refugees.  This  petition 
might,  I  think,  have  been  spared  :  it  might 
have  been  more  becoming,  in  these  per* 
sons,  to  have  acted  as  if,  schooled  by  per- 
secution, they  had  learnt  mercy ;  as  if  the 
recollection  of  the  sufferings  of  their  an- 
cestors had  inclined  them  rather  to  protest 
against  the  principle  of  civil  disabilities 
on  account  of  religious  differences,  than 
to  come  forward  the  warmest  and  most 
eager  advocates  of  that  exclusion  and 
those  penalties,  when  inflicted  upon  others, 
which  their  ancestors  had  found  so  de- 
grading and  intolerable,  when  inflicted 
upon  themselves.  My  right  hon.  friend 
was  led,  by  this  petition,  to  allude  to 
some  former  speeches  of  mine,  in  which  I 
referred  to  the  edict  of  Nantz.— The  edict 
of  Nantz  he  admiu  to  have  been  a  well- 
intended  attempt,  but  a  most  misguided 
one,  he  seems  also  to  think,  to  quiet  reli« 
gious  animosities  by  political  concession  : 
and,  he  says  that  after  a  short  trial  (a 
trial  of  near  a  century)  it  was  ^repealed* 
What  then  did  France  gain  by  the  edict 
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of  Nantz?  tays  my  right  hon.  friend. 
What  did  France  gain,  tav  I,  by  the  re- 
vocation of  it  ?  She  lost  by  that  reroca- 
tion  upwards  of  800^000  of  her  most  indus- 
.trinus  citizens ; — she  lost  her  most  skilful 
artizans  and  mechanics-^a  loss,  impo« 
Terishing  France  even  almost  up  to  our 
day ;  and  turning  proportionally  to  the 
advantage  of  every  country,  in  which  the 
exiles  found  an  asylum.  This  country, 
among  others,  has  profited  by  the  acces- 
sion of  skill  and  inaustry^  which  the  refu* 
gees  brought  with  them — by  every  thing 
except  their  passions  and  their  prejudices, 
which  I  wish  sincerely  they  had  left  be- 
hind them.  We  do  not  grudge  them,  nor 
their  descendants,  the  protection  which  this 
country  has  afforded  them.  Let  them  not 
grudge  to  us  the  maintenance  of  quiet  and 
harmony  among  ourselves.  Let  them  not 
revenge  on  this  nation,  by  stirring  up  and 
inflaming  bitter  animosities  here,  the  in- 
juries which  they  have  inherited  from 
France;  and  the  consequences  of  which 
have  made  them  Englishmen.  . 

There  is  only  another  petition.  Sir,  to 
which  I  think  it  necessary  particularly  to 
advert.  A  few  evenings  ago,  we  saw  the 
lord  mayor  of  Dublin,  for  the  first  time 
since  the  Union,  at  our  bar ;  claiming  the 
same  privileges  of  audience  which. are  en- 
joyed by  the  sheriffs  of  London.  Proper- 
ly as  well  as  courteously,  this  House  re- 
ceived him  with  all  the  ceremony,  which 
he  desired.  Why  did  this  venerable  per- 
son approach  us  with  this  state  and  for- 
mality ?  Why  weire  we,  now,  for  the 
Erst  time,  honoured  by  bis  appearance, 
robed  in  all  the  pomp  of  office?  On  what 
great  and  glorious  victory  did  he  come  to 
congratulate  u%  and  to  join  the  voice  of 
Dublin  to  the  acclamations  of  this  country  ? 
What  grand  local  improveo^nt  in  the  in- 
.  ternal  stale  and  condition  of  the  metropolis 
of  Ireland,  or  of  Ireland  itself,  did  he  come 
to  announce,  or  to  recommend?  None  of 
aJl  these  causes  brought  him  to  your  bar. 
He  comes  to  check  the  growing  liberality 
of  this  House  to  htk  Catholic  countrymen. 
He  comes  with  a  petition  from  the  corpora- 
tion of  Diiblin  to.excluile  their  Catholic  bre- 
thren from  the  franchises  of  the  constitution. 
But  is  this  his  only  purpose  ?  or  does  he 
approach  Os-  with  one  hand  only  full  ?  No, 
Sir,  while,  in  his  right  haml,  he  waves  the 
prohibitory  scroll  which  is  to  exorcise  the 
Homan  Catholic  from  the  pale  of  the 
state,  with  the  other  he  tenders  a-petitioa 
against  the  monopoly  of  the  East  India 
Company.  Down  with  monopoly  in 
trade;  but  live  the  monopoly  of  power! 


Sir,  it  would  have  been  rao^r  edifying 
to  hear  that  debate,  in  the  corpontUen^  H 
Dublin,  in  which  these  two  petKions  were 
proposed  and  agreed  upon.  It  would 
nave  been  curioui  to  behold  the  coante- 
nances  of  the  orators,  who,  in  one  and 
the  same  sitting,  advanced  and  enforced 
claims  so  opposite,  in  their  fundamental 
principles,  to  each  other.  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  how  they  could  travel,  with  a 
grave  face,  from  their  animating  exordium 
in  favour  of  general  liberty,  of  eqoal 
rights  to  citizens  of  the  same  country,  and 
subjects  of  the  same  king  ;  from  their  dis- 
sertation on  the  injustice  of  exclusion  and 
the  odiousness  of  monopoly,  to  the  hi- 
forked  inference— therefore  let  os  petition 
to  be  admitted  into  a  free  participation  of 
the  East  India  company's  trade,  and  there* 
fore  let  us  petition  for  the  continued  ex- 
clusion of  Catholics  from  the  state.  The 
two  petitions  which  were  the  subject  of 
this  contemporaneous  decision,  tnust  have 
been  so  mixed  up  in  the  minds  of  the 
orators,  that  they  would  insensibly  be  led 
to  defend  their  policy,  on  the  one,  by  the 
arguments  of  their  antagonists  on  the 
other,  and  to  strengthen  their  case  against 
the  Catholics  with  topics  borrowed  from 
the  Court  of  Directors.  "  The  Catholics 
(they  would  say)  are  already  admitted,  ai 
far  as  they  can  safely  be  admitted,  into 
the  commerce  and  intercourse  of  the  state. 
Admit  them  farther, — allow  them  to  pene- 
trate into  the  interior  of  the  constitution,-* 
and  there  is  no  saying  what  disturbances 
they  will  excite,  what  ravages  they  will 
perpetrate.  The  corporation  of  Dublin  is 
a  chartered  company :  and  charters  are 
serious  things.  We  will  not  take  oor 
charter  again,  if  Catholics  are  permitted 
to  approach  our  hall :  and  then,  where 
will  you  get  another  Dublin  corporation  ? 
There  are,  indeed,  some  losing  branches  of 
trade,  such  as  rates  and  taxes,  which  we 
will  freely  throw  open  to  our  Catholic 
brethren :  but  power  and  profit  are  oor 
exclusive  privileges;  emolument  most  be 
sacred  from  the  inroads  of  adventuren; 
and  office  is  the  very  China  of  the  consti- 
tution !'* 

Those,  Sir,  who  object  to  any  alteratioa 
at  any  time  in  the  laws  affecting  the  Ro- 
man Catholics,  who  contend  that  we  ought 
to  remain  precisely  at  the  point  at  which 
we  have  arrived,  most,  in  consistency,  call 
upon  us  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to  revert 
to  the  original  policy  on  which  theae  laws 
were  framed.  The  miserable  remnant  of 
the  system^  composed  as  it  is  of  shreds 
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and  patches  wholly  without  order  or  rela- 
tion to  each  other,  can  never  satisfy  those 
who  really  think  efiective  coercion  neces- 
sary ;  who  admire,  in  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors,  that  active  intolerance  and  vi- 
gorous persecution,  which  kept  down  the 
Catholic  by  keeping  down  the  man;  which 
checked  the  course  of  bad  politics,  by 
stunting  national  prosperity,  and  prohi- 
biting the  growth  of  population.  They 
must  be  aware  how  utterly  inefficacious 
the  present  state  of  the  laws  is,  compared 
with  that  from  which  it  has  degenerated  ; 
and  however  they  may  suppress  the  fond 
exclamation,  they  must.  In  secret,  sigh 
for  the  return  of  those  times,  when  the 
brand  of  Catholic  disability  was  flagrant 
and  unmitigated ;  to  the  infinite  assu- 
rance and  comfort  of  every  friend  of  Pro- 
testant superiority.  The  time  is  come 
when  these  wishes  may  be  breathed  aloud. 
The  House  of  Commons  has  admitted,  in 
the  face  of  the  country,  that  the  present 
state  of  the  Catholic  laws  requires  exami- 
nation. This  examination  will  probably 
tend  to  establish  the  opinion  that  they 
cannot  continue  as  they  are.  But  what 
then  ?  May  not  the  remedy  be  to  go 
back  rather  than  forward  ?  And  why, 
therefore,  do  the  registers  of  concession 
throw  away  the  chance  which  a  com- 
nirttee  affords  them  of  bringing  their  fa- 
vourite system  into  action  ?  Lh  them 
agree  in  the  present  motion  to  fulfil  the 
fledge  of  .the  last  House  of  Commons  by 
going  into  a  committee  ;  and  who  knows 
but  we  may  come  out  of  that  committee 
with  a  resolution,  that  the  ancient  laws 
against  the  Roman  Catholics  ought  to  be 
revived  and  enforced  ?  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  the  resolution  of  the  last  session 
speaks  of  a  «'  conciliatory"  adjustment ; 
but  the  enemies  of  concession  may,  per- 
haps, be  able  to  shew,  in  the  committee, 
that  the  course  of  conciliation  is  retro- 
'  gade;  and  that  pure  and  mutual  content- 
ment are  only  to  be  arrived  at  through 
final  depression  on  the  one  part,  and  re- 
stored sihd  continued  ascendancy  on  the 
other. 

It  If  one  of  the  main  arguments  against 
those  who  are  in  favour  or  the  committee, 
that  they  are  not  all  agreed  as  to  the  plan 
to  be  proposed  in  it.  Probably  riot.  But 
if  we  are  agreed  only  on  one  point, — the 
otter  absurdity  of  the  laws  ih  question  in 
their  present  state, — we  are  sufficiently 
agreed  for  this  first  step  of  going  into  a 
committee  to  consider  of  them.  And 
flinoBg  all  those  who  agree  that  it  is  expe** 


dient  to  remove  the  disabilities,  cWil  and 
military,  under  which  the  Catholics  still 
labour,  so  far  as  they  can  be  removed  con- 
sistently with  the  most  perfect  and  entire 
security  to  the  Protestant  succession  and 
Protestant  establishment,  there  ts  a  suffi- 
ciently plain  broad  ground  of  concur- 
rence. 

It  has  been  asked,  will  yon,  then,  m  die 
preamble  to  your  Bill,  re-enact  the  Bill  of 
RighU,  and  the  other  fundamental  statutes 
on  which  our  Protestant  establishment- 
rests  ?  Is  that  your  boasted  security  ?  Sir, 
I  do  not  understand  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  whom  this  question  is  thus 
tauntingly  addressed,  to  have  said  so.  I 
understood  him,  in  anticipation  of  the 
usual  quotation  fi-om  the  Bill  of  Rights  by 
another  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke) 
to  say,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  recite 
the  Bill  of  RighU  word  for  word  from  his 
Bill,  in  order  to  record  his  sense,  and  the 
sense  of  parliament,  of  the  perpetuity  of 
the  Protestont  establishment,  if  it  were 
supposed  that  his  measure  could  bring  the 
Protestant  establishment  into  question* 
Had  he  not  declared  himself  ready  to  do 
this,  would  he  not  have  been  taunted  for 
the  omission,  and  would  it  not  have  been 
very  probable  that  words  to  this  very  ef- 
fect, of  re-affirming  the  Bill  of  Righu,  &c* 
would  have  been  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment ? 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Grattan) 
as  I  understand  him^  proposes  to  obtain  a 
resolution  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  authorizing  him  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 
In  no  other  way  (as  you,  Sir,  1  am  confi- 
dent, will  state,  if  necessary)  can  a  Bill  on 
such  a  subject  properly  originate.  In  this 
Bill  the  right  hon.  gentleman  wiH  state 
precisely  the  further  concessions  which  he 
conceives  it  just  and  politic  to  extend  to 
the  Catholics,  and  the  securities  with 
which  he  deems  it  necessary  to  accom* 
pany  the  grant.  It  will  then  be  open  for 
other  gentlemen  to  suggest  such  altera- 
tions and  amendments  as  they  think  right, 
either  to  perfect  this  gr^at  work  in  the 
sense  of  its  author,  or  to  add  to,  or  limit, 
the  original  design.  For  my  own  part,  I 
consider  myself  as  technically  pledged 
by  my  vote  of  this  night  no  further  thaa 
merely  to  the  entering  into  a  committee. 
But  I  can  have  no  difficulty  in  declaring 
that  I  go  into  that  committee  prepared  to 
agree  to  a  recognition  of  the  general  prin- 
ciple which  I  have  just  stated,  that  it  is 
expedient  to  remove  Catholic  disabilities 
so  hf  as  that  cao  be  done  consistently 
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with  Protestant  security  ; — I  should  rather 
say,  perhaps,  for  ibe  correct  expression  of 
my  own  particular  views,  to  renaove  them 
for  the  express  purpu^se  of  making  the 
whole  fabric  of  our  establishments  more 
secure.  But  I  do  not  consider  myself  as 
in  any  degree  pledged  to  particular  de- 
tails. 

After  the  general  principle  shall  ha?e 
been  affirmed,  there  will,  no  doubt,  be 
many  shades  of  difference  to  reconcile, 
even  among  persons  who  approach  the 
nearest  to  each  other  in  opinion.  The 
right  hbn.  morer  and  myself,  for  iiistance, 
set  out  with  a  general  concurrence  as  to 
the  great  object,  but  with  some  difTerence 
of  views  as  to  the  means  of  its  accom- 
plishment; he,  actuated  (I  may  say  so, 
without  offence)  by  prejudices  of  the  best 
and  most  honourable  kind,  prejudices 
arising  from  personal  acquaintance  and 
long  established  reciprocal  regard,  in  fa- 
vour of  those  whose  cause  he  has  so 
strenuously  and  so  perseveringly  pleaded; 
I  am  favourable  (no  man  more  so,  not  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  himselQ  to  the  final 
settlement  of  this  important  question,  but 
not  feeling  nor  pretending  to  feel  for  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics,  with  the  partiality 
of  a  partisan.  '  Anxious,  indeed,  I  am, 
most  sincerely  anxious  to  admit  them  to 
the  franchises  of  the  constitution,  to  see 
them  take  their  place  among  their  fellow- 
subjects  without  distinction,  without  dis- 
favour, but  thus  anxious,  I  fairly  own,  not 
for  the  sake  of  their  peculiar  interests,  but 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community. 
Such  difiierences  as  these  are  not  irrecon- 
cilable where  there  is  a  cordial  agreement 
an  the  fundamental  point.  We  may  dif- 
fer, we  may  by  possibility  even  divide 
against  each  other  on  points  of  minor  de- 
tail, upon  an  office  more  or  less  to  be  ex- 
cepted, upon  a  condition  more  or  less  to 
be  imposed ;  but  such  accidental  dif- 
ference, even  if  pushed  to  the  extent  of 
a  division,  would  not  affect  our  general 
fundamental  concurrence  in  principle ; 
and  will  not  afford  (let  them  be  assured) 
any  chance  of  triumph  to  those  common 
adversaries  of  the  question,  who  ground 
their  expectation  of  success  on  the  dissen- 
sion of  its  advocates. 

My  hon.  friend  opposite  to  me  (Mr. 
Bankes)  has  called  upon  me  to  state,  at 
once  and  in  particular  detail,  all  my 
views  and  opinions,  my  limits  of  concession, 
and  my  notions  of  security,  on  the  pre- 
•cni  stage  of  the  proceeding.  With  all 
due  deference  to  my  hon.  friend,  I  do  not 


think  thmt  this  is  the  time,  nor,  to  apeak 
fairly,  do  1  think  that  he  is  the  person  t» 
call  upon  me  for  such  a  disclosore*  Had 
my  hon.  friend  declared  his  own  vote  to 
be  suspended  until  be  should  hear  my 
plan,  there  might  be  some  temptation  held 
oat  to  me  to  do  what  would  be,  in  other 
respects,  imprudent  and  ill-timed,  for  the 
chance  of  obtaining  his  individoal  bet 
powerful  suppprt.  But  my  bon.  friend 
has  already  declared  his  vote  to  be  per* 
fectiy  decided  ;  and  has  moreover  given 
the  House  to  nnderatand  that  he  is  pretty 
well  aware  of  the  nature  of  my  plans.  Oin 
what  possible  ground  then  does  be  call 
upon  me  to  state  them  prematurely  ?  Is  it 
to  justify  his  vote  agamst  myself?  I  de 
not  admit  that  the  statement  which  be  calls 
for  would  have  that  eSect :  bat  as  I  am 
sure,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  cannot 
have  the  effect  of  drawing  his  vote  back, 
I  shall,  with  his  permission,  chooae  my 
own  time  for  that  statement. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  and  indis- 
creet to  go  into  such  details  at  this  stage 
of  the  business :  presumptuous,  because  till 
the  general  principle  is  settled,  it  wooM 
be  an  unpardonable  waste  of  the  time  oC 
the  House  to  obtrude  my  particular  no- 
tions upon  their  attention  :  but  indiscreet 
in  the  highest  degree,  after  the  experience 
which  we  have  had  in  the  case  of  the 
Veto,  which  was  utterly  lost  by  premature 
disclosure.  I  have  very  little  doubt,  that 
if  that  suggestion  had  been  kept  back  un- 
til a  resolution  to  make  s6me  concession 
to  the  Catholics  had  passed  this  House, 
and  that  the  concessions,  and  the  pro- 
posed security  of  the  Veto,  had  then  been 
offered  simultaneously,  the  offer  would 
have  been  thankfully  accepted.  By  pre- 
mature disclosure  and  angry  discossion— > 
angry,  because  unqualified  by  any  hint  or 
expectation  of  a  conciliatory  arrangement, 
the  Veto  was  blown  upon,  and  condemned 
before  it  was  well  understood  :  and  is  now 
become  bo  unpopular  that  it  would  make 
concession  itself  unacceptable.  Ferhapi 
I  do  not  regret  this  quite  so  much  as  the 
noble  lord,  (Castlereagh)  and  others  aeen 
to  do,  because  the  more  1  reflect  upon  the 
Veto,  the  less  I  am  satisfied  of  ita  bene- 
ficial tendency  ;  ^  and  the  more  I  em  in- 
clined to  apprehend  that  there  would  have 
been  found  to  be  great  practical  objections 
to  it ;  objections  not  so  much  on  the  Ca- 
tholic, as  on  the  Protestant  aide  of  the 
question.  But  good  or  bad,  it  baa  been 
lost  by  premature  discussion.  And  when 
my  hon.  friend  calls  upon  me  to  throw 
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out,  in  the  fame  maDner,  whatever  plans 
I  may  have  in  my  mind^— >to  be  censured^ 
by  some  as  inefiectual,  by  others  as  op- 
pressive;, to  be  misconceived,  in  short, 
and  misrepresented  in  all  sortit  of  ways^ 
until  they  are  rendered  wholly  unpalata- 
ble, and,  of  consequence,  wholly  im- 
practicable, he  invites  me  to  err,  in  the 
very  teeth  of  recent  experience  ;  and  in- 
stead of  forwarding  the  work  of  concilia- 
tion, to  open  new  sources  of  disunion,  and 
give  new  hold  to  the  enemies  of  the  set* 
tlement  at  which  we  aim. 

I  am  called  upon  to  state  the  securities 
which  I  ihiuk  necessary  and  sufficient  I 
answer—do  you  state  the  dangers  you  ap- 
prehend. This  is  surely  the  natural  order 
of  the  argument.  But,  when  I  say  this, 
do  not  let  me  be  understood  as  retorting 
the  taunt  of  our  antagonists ;  as  meaning 
to  defy'them  to  sute  any  dangers;  or  as 
intending  to  insinuate^  that  I  do  not  really 
think  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  securities 
requisite.  I  do  think  securities  for  the 
Protestant  establishments  indispensible. 
I  also  think  them  not  difficult  to  be  de- 
vised. But,  again  I  say  when  called  upon 
to  state  their  nature  and  limits,  I  cannot 
answer  you  satisfactorily,  because  Icannot 
answer  you  intelligibly,  without  previously 
ascertaining  your  ideas  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  dangers. 

Is  it  the  power  of  the  Pope  that  frightens 
you  ?  Is  it  that  he  is  in  the  hands  of  Buo- 
naparte?—Is  it  that  the  spiritual  power  of 
the  Roman  see  is  to  be  united  with  the 
military  power  of  France  against  us  ;  and 
that  England  will  be  not  only  blockaded, 
but  excommunicated  ?  What  then  ?  There 
is  one  small  circumstance,  which  robs  this 
threat  of  half  its  terrors; — it  is  this, — we 
are  excommunicated  already ;  and  have 
been  so  for  some  time  past — I  believe 
ever  since  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth. 
And  as  to  the  secular  arn^  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  how  Buonapart^  can  be  more 
fully  and  determinedly  against  us  than  he 
18,  or  how  he  can  extend  or  aggravate  his 
bostilitv.  Is  it  that  the  Pope,  under  Buo- 
naparte's direction,  will  bestir  himself 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland, 
and  will  influence  them  against  this  coun- 
try :  In  God's  name,  are  they  not  equally 
exposed  to  such  influence,  as  things  now 
•land?  and  is  not  their  influence  over 
their  flocks  more  formidable,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  prevalence  of  discontent  and 
diwatisfaction  among  them  ? 

From  external  we  come  to  internal 
dangem.    Would  you  admit  Roman  Ca« 


tholics  into  power  to  so  unlimited  a  degree, 
as  to  suffer  them  to  regulate  the  concerna 
of  Protestants  even  in  ecclesiastical  mat- 
ters ?  There  is  no  difficulty  that  I  see  in 
answering  this  question  distinctly^  The 
answer  is,  *'  Certainly  not.*'  A  clear  and 
positive  qualification  to  this  efiect,  is  pre- 
cisely one  of  those  which  I  should  myself 
propose  to  introduce  into  the  Bill,  if  I  did 
not  (which,  however,  I  dare  say  I  shall) 
find  it  there.  All  ecclesiastical  offices,  all 
offices  connected  with  the  ecclesiastical 
courts  must  be  excepted  from  those  which 
are  thrown  open  by  the  Bill.  Would  you 
give  a  Catholic  the  custody  of  the  great 
seal,  and  thereby  make  him  keeper  of  the 
Protestant  king's  conscience?  Again, 
speaking  for  myself,  my  own  opinion,  I 
answer  **  No.^'  This  would  be  another  ojf 
the  exemptions  which  I  should  certainly 
propose  in  the  Bilh  I  should  except  also 
the  lord  lieutenancy  of  Ireland.  I  should 
except,  perhaps,  the  office  of  commander 
in  chief.  I  have  no  difficulty  in  stating 
these  opinions  now.  I  shall  be  perfectly 
ready  to  discuss  them  when  the  occasion 
comes. 

Then  says  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.Bankes)^ 
and  he  thinks  he  has  me  in  a  dilemma, 
"  What  will  you  do  with  the  Test  Act?"  If 
I  answer  "  Nothing  :'^  then,  I  suppose  he 
anticipates  exclamations  against  my  incon* 
sistency :  If  I  say, "  Repeal  it" — then  what 
alarm  lor  the  church  ?  But  I  am  not  daunted 
by  either  of  these  opposite  dfficulties.  I 
answer  distinctly  thus  : — The  temper  and 
practice  of  the  British  constitution  is  to  re* 
dress  practical  grievance,  but  not  to  run 
after  theoretical  perfection.  It  loves  to 
set  the  subjects  of  the  realm  at  ease  in 
point  of  conscience,  and  it  abhors  prac* 
tical  oppression  ;  but  it  cares  little  whe* 
ther  the  theory  of  every  part  of  its  system 
squares  exactly  with  that  of  every  other 
part.  Now,  if  a  motion  were  made  to* 
morrow,  for  the  repeal  of  the  Test  Act,  my 
first  inquiry  would  be,  •'  Is  there'  any 
practical  grievance  resulting  from  its  exis* 
tence?" — my  second,  "  Is  there  any  con- 
siderable or  certain  evil  to  ^e  apprehended 
from  making  the  change  ?"  And  if  the 
answer  to  the  first  of  these  questions  should 
be  in  the  negative,  and  to  the  second  in  ^ 
the  affirmative,  I  should  not  then  be 
tempted  to  incur  the  certain  hazard,  for 
the  sake — not  of  doing  a  good,  but  of  cur* 
ing  an  unsightliness  or  an  anomaly.  Prove 
to  me  that  neither  the  Roman  Catholic 
nor  the  state  sofier  any  detriment  from  the 
lawa  now  in  being;. and  it  is  not  their 
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mere  harsh  sounds  or  their  mere  tleformity 
in  the  page  of  our  statute  book,  that  should 
induce  me  to  urge  their  repeal,  against 
the  feelings  of  many  worthy  and  excellent 
men.  Prove  to  me  that  the 'dissenters  do 
practically  suffer  great  inconvenience  and 
injustice,  and  it  is  not  the  mere  name  of 
the  Test  Act,  that  should  stand  in  the  way 
of  their  relief.  But  I  would  not  wantonly 
offend  even  thie  prejudices  of  the  church  ; 
nor  would  I  risk  the  great  practical  good 
I  which  I  think  I  may  obtain,  for  the  sake 
of  doing  every  thing  upon  system.  Limi- 
tation, exception,  qualification,  9ompro- 
mise,  are  iiot  peculiar  to  this  business; 
they  enter  into  all  the  business  of  human 
life,  they  controul  and  modify  all  human 
transactions.  To  do  the  greatest  possible 
good  with  the  least  possible  harm  is,  after 
all  our  endeavours^  the  nearest  approach 
that  we  can  hope  to  make  towards  perfec- 
tion.  Let  us,  therefore,  go  into  the  com- 
mittee, with  a  sincere  disposition  to  do  all 
in  our  power  to  conciliate  our  Catholic 
fellow-subjects,  without  sacrificing  to  their 
interest,  the  interests  of  other  portions  of 
the  community ;  with  a  view  not  to  partial 
kindness,  biit  to  public  good.  It  would 
be,  indeed,  quite  visionary  to  expect,  that 
we  should  meet  with  no  obstruotion  in  our 
progress,  from  feelings  in  various  quarters 
which  cannot,  perhaps  be  entirely  satis- 
fied, fr6m  conflicting  opinions  which  can 
neither  bowholly  admitted  nor  wholly  set 
aside.  We  must  do  the  best  we  can; 
and  I  have  little  fear  of  any  serious  impe- 
diment from  differences  upon  detail,  pro- 
vided the  vote  of  this  night  shall  establish 
the  general  principle  of  the  measure. 

You  dread  foreign  influence,  arising 
from  the  correspondence  with  the  see  of 
Rome.  A  grave,  a  real  source  of  just 
solicitude.  But  first  I  ask,  "  does  this 
correspondence  exist  now?''  If  it  does, 
then  there  is  no  justice  in  bringing  it  as  an 
argument  arising  from  any  thing  now  pro- 
posed to  be  done.  On  the  contrary,  that 
correspondence  between  the  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  and  the  Catholic 
clergy  does  now  go  on,  has  gone  on  for 
years,  and  you,  the  opposers  of  this  mea- 
sure, do  not  pretend  to  suggest  any  means 
of  controuUng  it.  What  if  I  should  pro- 
pose, in  this  Bili,  to  place  it  under  proper 
oontroul ;  would  not  such  an  arrangement 
strengthen  instead  of  repairing  the  security 
of  the  constitution?  Would  it  not  be 
safer  to  have  that  intercourse  carried  on 
avowedly,  but  under  inspeeiion  and  super- 
intendence, which  ii  now  carried  on^— 


illegally  to  be  sure — but  in  fact  carrM 
on,  in  secret;  unacknowledged  indeed, 
but  uncontrooled  ? 

I  cepeat  it,  I  do  not  affect  to  think  lightly 
of  the  importance,  of  providing  against 
those  dangers  which  might  t>e  appre- 
hended as  likely  or  possible  to  arise  out  of 
a  grant  of  new  privileges  to  the  Catholics. 
I  respect  the  honest  prejudices  of  tbe  Pro- 
testant mind  ;  but  gentlemen  must  not  set 
down  to  the  account  of  the  measure  now 
in  agitation,  not  only  the  dangers  which 
they  apprehend  in  prospect,  bat  those 
which  actually  exist  at  tbe  present  moment. 
Far  from  wishing  to  check,  or  to  circum- 
scribe the  examination  of  these  stated 
dangers,  I  am  anxious  to  explore  them 
thoroughly ;  I  am  anxious  to  carry  tbe 
torch  of  discussion  into  all  the  remotest 
chambers  of  this  hauuted  edifice,  and  to 
pqrsue  into  its  inmost  recesses  these  phan- 
toms of  peril,  till  th^y  disperse  and  vanbh 
before  the  light. 

The  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Plunket),  to  whose  speech  I  have  be- 
fore alluded  with  the  praise  which  it  de- 
serves, suggested  a  notion  of  passing  the 
Bill,  provisionally,  or  rather  conditiooally ; 
of  enacting  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
shall  take  effect  only  on  the  happening  of 
certain  contingencies,  I  cannot  say  that 
there  is  no  case  to  which  1  mi^ht  think 
that  proceeding  properly  applicable.  I 
should  certainly  much  prefer  it  to  tbe  sug- 
gestion of  the  noble  lord  Castlereagfa,  of 
deferring  to  legislate  at  all,  until  commu- 
nication should  have  been  previously  had 
with  the  Pope,  and  something  on  the  prin- 
ciple 6f  a  Concordat  established  between 
his  holiness  and  this  government.  To  that 
plan— to  tbe  plan  of  consulting  the  Pope 
at  all, — of  negotiating  with  him,  with  a 
foreign  power,  on  behalf  of  a  portion  of 
the  subjects  of  this  crown,  I  object  de-- 
cidedly.  Great  mischiefs  too,  I  think, 
would  arise  from  now  forbearing  torednce 
our  projects  (be  they  what  they  may)  into 
the  shape  of  a  Bill.  Hope  on  the  one  side, 
and  fear  on  the  other  side,  will  be  busy  in 
exaggeration  during  the  period  of  uncer- 
tainty. I  am  therefore  desirous  that  the 
measure  should  be  as  early  as  possible  be- 
fore the  country*  in  a  definite  shape  ;  that 
they  may  have  something  capable  of  being 
seen,  felt,  touched  and  handled.  If  the 
Bill  cannot  (for  any  reason)  pass  into  a 
law  this  year,  then  I  think  that  someth'rag 
between  the  propositions  of  the  right  boD. 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Plunket),  aad 
of  tlie  oobU  lord  (CaMlereagb),  would  par* 
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haps  bit  desirable.  The  Bill  prepared  and 
brought  in  by  the  right  hon.  moTer  might, 
afUr  the  second  reading,  be  filled  up,  pro 

'  Jarma,  ip  a  committee,  and  then  be  per- 
mitted to  lie  over  till  another  session. 
Bat  of  these  poinU  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
jadge,  till  we  shall  hare  made  some  pro*^ 
gress  in  the  work>  to  which  we  are  now 
(I  hope)  approaching.  Come  what  will, 
I  am  convinced  that  we  shall  never  have 
occasion  to  regret  any  step  which  we  may 
take  in*  fuI61ment  of  the  promise  of  the 
last  House  of  Commons,  so  much  as  we 
shoald  the  rejectionof  a  measure,  on  which 
(he  attention  and  anxiety  of  the  public 
have  been  suspended  for  so  many  years  ; 
which  there  is  now  no  impediment  to  our 
entertain ing»  and  which  our  predecessors 
in  this  Hpose  solemnly  pledged  themselves 
to  entertain. 

Sir,  the  name  of  Mr.  Pitt  having  been 
introduced  by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Tomline),  who  spoke  early  in  this  de- 
bate, and  w bo  is  in  every  way  entitled  to 
the  courtesy  of  this  House,  I  cannot  pass 
it  over  in  silence.  The  hon.  gentleman,  a 
young  member  of  parliament,  commenced 
his  first  address  to  us  in  a  manner  rather 
extraordinary,  by  stating,  that  he  rose  to 
set  tlie  House  right,  in  regard  to  a  fact;«- 
a  facr  certainly  not  within  his  own  me- 
mory  or  knowledge^  and  upon  which, 
therefore,  he  could  only  set  us  right, 
either  by  adducing  some  other  authority 
in  support  of  bis  version  of  it,  or  by  rea- 

~  soning.  He  quoted  no  other  authority ; 
and  his  reasoning  was  this,— that,  as  Mr, 
Pitt  had  not  latterly  thought  it  right  to 
bring  forward  the  Catholic  question, .  he 
therefore  must  have  changed  his  opinion 
upon  it.  Now  this  argument  might  pos- 
sibly have  weight  some  centuries  hence, 
provided  no  records  or  recollection  re- 
mained of  any  of  the  circumstances  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  last  administration ;  but  at  pre- 
sent, while  there  are  so  many  even  in  this 
House  who  had  the  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing that  great  stateman  declare  his  own 
reasons  for  the  abstinence  wh)ch  he  un- 
doubtedly practised  in  respect  to  the  Ca- 
tholic question,  the  copclusion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
meet  with  an  implicit  acquiescence..  On 
the  lithof  l^ay  1805,  Mr.  PiU  delivered, 
in  this  House,  his  then  opinioQs  and  wishes 
on  the  subject  of  the  admission  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  to  the  firanchises  of  the  con- 
ttitution.  I  have  once  before  had  occa- 
aioQ  to  quojte  them  in  this  House,  when 
bit    authority  was  once  before   quoted 


cording  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
pretty  faithful.  I  am  sure  the  substance 
IS  correct 

''  I  thought  (said  Mr.  Pitt)  that  such 
concessions  to  hi«  Majesty's  Roman  Ca- 
tholic subjects  might  have  been  granted, 
by  an  united  parliament,  under  such 
guards  and  securities  for  our  civil  and  ec- 
clesiastical constitution,  as  would  entirely 
remove  the  danger  which  many  appre- 
hend might  arise  from  so  great  a  depar- 
ture from  the  policy  of  former  times ;  as 
would  render  the  boon  safe  to  the  coun- 
try, effectual  to  those  who  received,  inno* 
cent  to  those  by  whom  it  was  conferred, 
and  conducive  to  the  strength,  unanimity 
and  prosperity  of  the  empire.  Such  were 
my  sentiments  formerly;  such  are  they 
now ;  if,  from  a  concurrence  of  circum- 
stances it  were  expedient  now  to  eranfr 
those  concessions ;  and  if  by  a  wish  I 
could  carry  such  a  measure  into  effect,  I 
am  ready  to  confess  that  I  see  no  rational 
objection  to  it.'' 

These  words^  these  memorable  words, 
are  not  to  be  effaced  from  the  minds  and 
the  hearts  of  those  who  beard  them  by 
any  reasoning ;  nor  will  it  be  pretended 
I  think,  that  between  the  day  on  which 
these  words  were  uttered,  the  14th  of 
May,  1805,  and  the  day  of  Mr.  Pitt's  la- 
mented death,  any  thing  had  happened 
which  could  work  so  fundamental  a 
change  in  his  opinion  as  the  hon.  member 
assumed  to  have  taken  place  in  it  between 
bis  first  and  second  administration.  -  But 
if  such  were  at  the  period  to  which  I  have 
referred,  if  such  continued  to  the  Very  end 
of  his  life  Mr.  Pitt's  opinions  upon  this 
great  subject,  he  was  (says  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemau)  wholly  unprovided  with  any  means 
of  carrying  those  opinions  into  effect.  He 
had  no  plan.  Here  again  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman speaks  not  from  authority,  but  ar- 
gumentatively ;  and  his  argument  de- 
serves particular  notice  for  its  ingenuity. 
Mr.  Pitt  it  seems  had  no  plan,— for  Mr. 
Pitt  did  not  communicate  his  plan  to  lord 
Eldon.  The  syllogism  runs  thus — Every 
plan  for  settling  the  6atholic  question 
roust  be  communicated  to  the  liord  Chan- 
cellor; Mr.  Pitt  did  not  communicate 
any  such  plan  to  the  Lord  Chancellor ; 
Ergo,  Mr.  Pitt  had  no  such  plan.  I  will  ad- 
mit the  miner  proposition  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman pleases ;  Out  negatur  major.  I  will 
allow  that  Mr.  Pitt  made  no  such  com- 
munication to  lord  Eldon,  the  avowed 
enemy  of  Mr.  Pitt's  known  viewf  of  this 
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question ;  bat  I  utterly  deny  that  it  wm 
incumbent  on  Mr.  Pitt  to  make  any  such 
communication;  or  thai  his  not  making 
it  warrants  the  hon.  gent/s  conclusion. 

In  truth.  Sir,  every  man  who  hears  me 
knows— it  is  notorious  to  all  the  worlds — 
what  was  the  impediment  to  Mr.  Pitt's 
pursuing  his  own  views  of  this  question. 
Whether  he  did  right  in  yielding  to  that 
impediment  or  not*  is  a  point  which  has 
been  over  and  over  again  discussed  in  this 
House,  and  which  I  will  not  weary  the 
House  with  re -debating  at .  present.  I 
think  he  was  right  in  that  forbearance.  I 
have  acted  myself  on  the  ^ame  principle 
of  forbearance  since  his  death.  But  the 
impediment  is  in  force  no  longer ;  and  I 
have  in  my  own  mind  the  most  perfect 
conviction  not  only  that  Mr.  Pitt  never 
changed  his  opinion  upon  the  subject, 
fundamentally,  that  he  considered  that 
opinion  as  suspended,  not  abandoned; 
and  that  had  he  been  now  happily  alive, 
he  would  now  have  been  pursuing  the 
course  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  pursue 
on  this  occasion.  This,  I  say,  is  my  own 
conviction.  I  do  not  pretend  to  state  it  as 
my  knowledge.  I  ask  no  deference  to 
any  presumed  authority  of  mine  on  this 
point  I  stand  on  Mr.  Pitt's  recorded 
words,  compared  with  his  known  conduct; 
known  to  all  who  either  were  contempo- 
rary with  him  in  this  House,  or  who  have 
traced  the  history  of  his  public  and  par- 
liamentary life. 

I  have  now.  Sir,  little  farther  with  which 
to  detain  the  House.  In  voting  for  the 
committee,  with  a  view  to  the  calm,  deli- 
beratCi  and  dispassionate  consideration  of 
this  great  question,  I  fulfil  not  only  my  own 
tense  ef  public  duty,  but  I  verily  believe 
the  wishes  ofa  majority  of  the  community, 
even  as  expressed  in  the  petitions  up^>n 
your  table.  Of  those  petitions  many  pray 
that  the  emancipation  (as  it  is  improperly 
called)  of  the  Catholics,  may  not  be  un- 
conditional. I  agree  with  those  peti- 
tioners. Some  pray  for  the  interference 
of  the  legislature  for  the  final  settlement 
of  the  dispute,  I  would  grant  the  prayer 
of  those  petitioners  also.  Even  to  those 
whose  petitions  are  drawn  up  in  hostility 
to  the  grant  of  fresh  concessions,  I  say, 
''  we  must  go  into  a  committee  even  to 
execute  vour  purpose  fully  and  satisfac- 
torily. It  cannot  be  believed  that  any 
thing  short  of  a  deliberate  decision  after 
full  discuasion  will  settle  a  question  so  long 
ID  dispute.'' 
But  beside  the  numerous  petitioners  who 


have  interfered  with  their  prayers  or  their 
advice,  consider  how  much  larger  a  body 
of  the  people  have  not  interfered  at 
all !  What  must  their  sense  of  the  matter 
be  supposed  to  be  ?  Obviously,  that  they 
rest  satisfied  with  the  last  determination  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  And  what  was 
that  last  determination  ?  It  is  recorded  ia 
the  resolution  of  June  1612.  The  whole 
church  of  Scotland  have  been  quietceot 
on  the  subject,  with  the  exception  of  the 
presbytery  of  Glasgow,  which,  after  dis- 
cussing the  propriety  of  petitioning  on  the 
subject,  decided  not  to  do  so.  Thus,  io 
that  country,  where,  a  century  ago,  kiog 
William  was  obliged  to  take  an  oath  to 
extirpate  the  Roman  Catholics,  not  a  voice 
is  now  to  be  heard  in  hostility  to  their 
being  admitted  to  a  just  participation  of 
the  constifution. 

I  vote  therefore  for  going  into  the  con- 
mittee,  in  Compliance  with  the  prayers  of 
the  petitioners,  who  almost  generally  con- 
cur in  praying  for  some  final  decision;  in 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  those  whose 
very  silence  implies  their  expectation, 
their  contented  expectation,  that  we  should 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  this 
question  in  the  manner  and  with  the  view 
prescribed  and  recorded  by  the  last  House 
of  Commons ;  but  neither  should  1  be  sa- 
tisfied to  give  this  vote  in  conformity  to 
the  inclinations  of  however  large  a  mino- 
rity of  the  people,  if  I  were  not  constien* 
tiously  convinced,  at  the  same  time,  that 
by  doing  so  I  best  consult  the  real  and 
permanent  Interests  of  the  British  em* 
pire. 

After  Mr.  Canning  had  sal  down,  a  very 
great  uproar  arose,  and  cries  of  "  i^oes- 
tion,  question,"  resounded  from  every 
corner  of  the  House.  Mr.  Bathurst  remain- 
ed on  his  legs  for  some  time,  and  all  his 
endeavours  to  obtain  a  hearing  were  inef- 
fectual. A  motion  for  adjournment  was 
made  by  Mr*  Ryder  and  seconded  :  bat 
on  the  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Ponsonby  the 
motion  was  withdrawn,  and  order  beii^ 
restored : 

Mr.  BathurH  proceeded.  He  reminded 
the  House  of  the  manner  in  which  this 
question  was  carried  in  the  last  year; — 
that  it  was  done  in  the  confident  expects* 
tion,  in  which  he  certainly  had  not  con- 
curred, that  such  an  arrangement  might 
have  been  made  with  the  Catholic  body, 
as  would  have  enabled  the  promoters  of 
the  measure  to  bring  forward  in  this  ses- 
sion, a  well-digested  plan,  mottially  i 
$ 
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factory,  of  concession,  ffoarded  by  securi- 
ties. The  proposed  Bill,  which  had  been 
opened  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  con- 
teioed  a  sweeping  repeal  of  all  restrictions; 
but  not  a  word  was  said  of  the  secorities 
which  were  to  be  substituted ;  yet  it  had 
been  admitted,  by  a  right  hon.  meinber, 
(Mr.  Plunket)  who  bad  eloquently  sop- 
ported  the  motion,  that  some  regulations 
were  necessary ;  particularly  with  respect 
to  the  interference  of  the  Pope,  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  bishops.  He  would  ask, 
vrbat  probability  there  was  that  any  regu- 
lations would  be  submitted  to  by  the  Ca- 
tholics? An  hon.  general  (Mathew) 
who  he  believed  was  as  likely  to  know 
the  sentiments  of  the  Catholics,  had 
ridiculed  the  idea,  and  had  claimed  for 
them,  on  the  ground  of  right,  a  full  admis- 
sion to  all  the  offices  of  the  state.  He 
complained,  that  there  was  a  great  mis- 
conception as  to  the  mode  in  which  this 
question  was  brought  forward.  It  was  cer- 
tainly true,  that  such  a  question,  affecting 
the  national  religion,  must  be  considered 
in  a  committee ;  but  he  appealed  to  the 
practice  of  the  House  on  former  occasions, 
particularly  when  the  relief  from  certain 
penal  statutes  was  first  granted  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, to  shew  that  the  petition  for  leaye 
to  t>ring  in  the  Bill  was  first  made,  apd 
then  that  motion  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, in  which  the  nature  and  object  of 
-  that  Bill  were  fully  discussed  apd  examin- 
ed. Whereas,  by  the  present  mode,  the 
House  was  led  on  in  the  dark  to  give  its 
countenance  to  measures,  which,  if  ex- 
plained in  detail,  it  would  never  have 
sanctioned.  He  adverted  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  interference  of  the  clergy  had 
been  treated,  and  contended  there  was  no 
body  of  men  whose  opinions  would  so  na- 
turally be  expected,  or  to  which  greater 
deference  should  be  paid. 

Mr.  Grattan  made  a  very  brief  reply. 
He  said,  that  in  all  the  speeches  which  had 
been  made  against  bis  motion,  the  speakers 
bad  entered  into  a  detail  which  was  not 
sanctioned  by  the  nature  of  the  motion. 
The  reason  of  which  was,  that  they  wished 
to  go  into  the  consideration  of  minute  arti- 
cles, in  order  to  avoid  the  princi)>]e  which 
ibey  could  not  justly  oppose.  He  had  spoken 
with  respect  of  the  petitions,  and  therefore 
it  was  ridioaious  to  say  that  he  bad  done 
otherwise.  One  argument  was,  that  the 
oath  whioh  excluded  Roman  Catholics 
from  parliament  was  a  part  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights ;  and,  of  course,  that  when  they 
should  be  admitted,  part  of  that  Bill  would 
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be  repealed.  In  answer  to  this,  he  said, 
that  the  oath  alluded  to  was  provisional, 
and  not  fundamental ;  and  to  prove  this 
he  quoted  the  authority  of  parliament  in 
the  time  of  queen  Anne. 

The  House  divided  at  four  o'clock  on 
Wednesday  morning. 

For  Mr.  Grattan's  Motion 2Gif 

Against  it 224 

Majority. I -^-iO 

lAu  qf  the  Mqfarity. 


Abercroroby,  Hon.  G. 
Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
Abercromby,  Rt. 
Acland,  sir  T..D. 
Altborp,  viscount 
Austruther,  sir  J. 
Arbutlinot,  rt.  hon.  C. 
Astley,  sir  J. 
Atherley,  A. 
Aubrey,  sir  J. 
Babington,  T. 
Bagwell,  rt.  bou.  W. 
Barham,  J.  F. 
Baring,  A. 
Barnard,  lord 
Benuet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Birch,  Jos. 
Blacbford,  B.  P. 
Bowyer,  sir  G. 
Bracfshaw,  bon.  A.  C. 
Brand,  bon.  T. 
Bective,  earl 
Brooke,  lord 
Brooke,  C. 
Browne,  rt  hon.  D. 
Burrcll,  hon.  P.  R.  D. 
Buller,  sir  £. 
Buller,  A. 
Buller,  C. 
Burdett,sir  F. 
Benson,  R. 
Best,  W.  D. 
Blundell,coI. 
Broadhead,  U.  T. 
Braeo,  H. 
Canning,  rt  boo.  G. 
Canning,  G. 
Calvert,  N. 
Calvert,  C. 
Carew,  R.  S. 
Colthurst,  sir  N. 
Coote,  sir  £. 
Coortenay,  W. 
Coartenay,  T.  P. 
Calccaft,  J. 
Camd>eU,  lord  J. 
Castlereagh,  vise. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Cavendish,  IJ. 
Chaloner,  R. 
Cocks,  hon.  J.  S. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  £. 
Combe,  H.  C. 
(3Z) 


Cowper,  bon.  E.  S. 
Creevey,  T. 
Croker,  J.  W. 
Daly,  rt.  hon.  D.  B. 
Dillon,  hon.  H.  A. 
Dundas,  C. 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Doncanuon,  vise. 
Doveton,  G. 
Dduglas,  bon.  F.S.N. 
Desart,  earl  of 
Douglas,  W. 
DouSas,  W.  B.  K, 
Duolop,  gen. 
Evelyn,  L. 
Elliot,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Ellis,  C.  R. 
Ebrington,  vise. 
Ellison,  C. 
Fellowes,  hon.  N. 
Ferguson,  R.  C. 
Fitzgerald,  LI.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  rt  bon.  M. 
Fitzgerald,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Fitzgerald,  A. 
Flood,  sir  F. 
Fitzroy,  lord  C. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Foley,  T. 
Folkes,  sir  M.  B. 
Forbes,  viscount 
Fawcett,  H. 
Foster,  F.  J.  H. 
Foster,  A. 
Frankland,  W. 
Fremantle,  W.  H, 
French,  A. 
Findlay,  K. 
Gaskell,  B. 
Gordon,  R. 
Grower,  earl 
Gower,  lord  G.  L. 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Grant,  C.  jun. 
Grattan,  rt.  hoD.  H. 
Greenbill,  R. 
GrenfeU,  P. 
Grosvenor,  g^n. 
Graham,  S. 
Guise,  sir  W.  B. 
Hanbury,  W. 
Hamtyiersley,  H. 
Hippesley,8irJ,  Cr 
Harvey,  G. 
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Heathcote,  sir  G.  , 
Hornby,  £• 
Home,  W. 
Hflsev^Jos. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Hamilton,  sir  H. 
Hamilton,  Hans 
Harcourt,  J. 
Holmes,  R.  F.  W. 
Hart,  gen.  G.V. 
Hawthorne,  C.  S. 
Herbert,  H.  A. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Holford,  G.  P. 
HonvmaD,RB. 
Huskisson,  W. 
Hobhouse,  sir  B. 
Howbrd,  bon.  W. 
Howartb,  H. 
Hug^bes,  W.L. 
Hurst,  R. 
Jenkinson,  C. 
Jollifie,  H. 
Kem{),  J.  J. 
Kensington,  lord 
Kibble  white,  J, 
Knox,  J. 
Lambtoo,  R.  J. 
Langton,  W.  G. 
Latoucbe,  D. 
Latouche,  R. 
Ltach,  J. 
Leader,  W. 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Lemon,  J. 
Lester,  B.  L. 
Lewis,  T.  F. 
Littleton,  £.  J, 
Llojd,J.M. 
Lloyd,  sir  E.  P. 
Lloyd,  llardress 
Lod^bart,  W.  £. 
Lonvaine,  lord 
Law,  hon.  E. 
Lubbock,  J.  W. 
LyttletOD,  hon.  W. 
Mackenzie,  boo.  W«  F, 
Macdonald,  James 
Macdonald,  R.  G. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 

Sabon,  hon.  S. 
ajoribanks,  J.  C. 
Markham,  adra. 
Marryat,  Jos. 
Marsh,  C. 
Martin,  J. 
Mathew,  hon.  M. 
Maule,  bon.  W.  R. 
Meade,  hon.  J. 
Meyler»  R. 
Molineux,  H.H. 
Mildmay,  sir  H.  S. 
Mills,  C. 
Milton,  iriscoant 
Melgund,  viscount 
Monck,  sir  C.  M.  L. 
Mdmgomery,sirH.C. 


Moore,  P. 
Morland,  L.  B. 
Morpeth,  Tiscount 
Mostyn,  sir  T. 
Nevifle,  hon.R. 
NewiMMrt.rt.hon.sirJ. 
North,  D. 
Nugent,  lord 
O'Brien,  sir  £. 
Odell,  W. 
Ogle,  H.  M. 
Ord,W. 
Osbaldeston,  G. 
Osborne,  lord  F.  G. 
Ossulston,  k>rd 
Owen,  sir  J. 
Paget,  hon.  R. 
Palmerston,  vise. 
Parncll,  sir  H. 
Peirse,  H. 
Pelbam,  boa.  G.  A. 
Phillips,  G. 
Phipps,  hon.  F. 
Piggott,  sir  A. 
Prsndergast,  M.  G. 
Plunket,ri.hon.W.a 
Prittie,  hon.  F. 
Pole,  rt.  hon.  W.  W. 
Ponsonby,  rt.  bon.  G. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  F. 
Portroan,  E.  B. 
Power,  R. 
Poyntz,  W.  S. 
Preston,  R. 
Price,  R. 
Pringle,  general 
Ramiden,  J.  C. 
Rashleigh,  W. 
RancKffe,  lord 
Robinson,  rt  hon.  F.J. 
Robinson,  G.  A. 
Rowley,  sir  W. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
Russell,  lord  G. 
Russell,  M. 
Saville,  A. 
Scudamore,  R.  P. 
Shaw,  R. 
Shipley,  W. 
Shaw,  B. 
Sheldon,  R. 
Siooson,  G. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  G. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  R. 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
Speirs,  A. 
Somerfille,  sir  M. 
Stanley,  lord 
Stewart,  bon.  C. 
Symoods,  T.  P. 
Talbot,  R.  W. 
Tavistock,  marq. 
Taylor,  C.  W. 


Thomson,  T. 
Thornton,  H. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Tighe,  W. 
Vanderbeyden,  D. 
Vernon,  G.  G.  V. 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 
Ward,  hon.  J.  W. 
Warre,J.A. 
Warrender,  sir  G. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wharton,  J. 


Wbitbreari,  8. 
Wilberforce,  W. 
WilkiDs,  W. 
Wilson,  T. 

WinoingtOD,  air  T.  P. 
White,  N. 
Wise,  A. 
Wood,T. 
Wortley,  J.  A.  i 
Wrotteilej,  H. 
Wyno,sir  W.  W. 
Wynn,  C.  W.  W. 


Paired  off. 


Browne,  A. 
Campbell,  G. 
Fitz  pat  rick,  rt  bon.  R. 
Graves,  lord 
Hussey,  T. 
Martyn,  H. 


MiUer.airT. 
Pvne,  F. 
Shakespeare,  A. 
Townshend,  lord  J. 
Tiemey,  rt.  hoo.  G. 
Wellesley,  R. 


1%e  fMwmg  Genllanen,  favourabU  tm  At 
Claims  </  the  CathoUcs,  were  kepi  awey  % 
illnea  m  their  families,  or  some  ueddmd 


cause. 

Baring,  sir  T. 
Bewicke,  C. 
Butler,  hon.  J. 
Crosbie,  J. 
Daly,  J. 
Dawson,  R.  T. 
Folkestooe,  vise. 
Fazakerley,  J.  N. 
Holmes,  sir  L.  T.  W. 
Jekyll,  Jos. 
Johnes,  T. 
LatoncheyJ. 


Pelham,  hon.  C.  A. 
Plumer,  W. 
duin,  hoB.  W. 
Roroilly,  sir  8. 
Ridley,  M.  W. 
Sebright, sir  J. 
Simpson,  boo.  J.  B. 
Vane,  hoo.  W.J. 
Wellesley  Long,  W. 
Wilder,  F.  J, 
WtUiams,0. 


Ust  qfihe  Minority. 


A'Court,  W. 
Addington,  rt  h.  J.  H. 
Alexander,  James 
Allan,  ool. 
Andrews,  M.  P. 
Ap8ley,lord 
Archdall,M. 
Atkins,  J. 
Baker,  J. 
Baker,  P.  W. 
Barry,  rt.  bon.  J» 
Bastard,  E.  P. 
Batboist,rth.C.  B. 
Bathurst,  boo.  W.  L. 
Beach,  M.H. 
Beach,  W.  fl. 
Beaumont,  T.  R. 
Beresford,  lord  O. 
Bernard,  visoouut 
Bernard,  bon.^  E.  B. 
Blaekbum,  J. 
Blackburn,  J.  J. 
Bootk,E.W. 
Bloaifield,col.B. 
Bottgbey^  sir  J.  F, 
Bouveriey  C.  H. 


Brodrick,  hon.  W. 
Brownlow,  W. 
Broce,  J. 

Brydges,  sir  8.  K 
BuUer,  JaoMo. 
Burrell,8irC.M. 
Burrell,  W. 
ButterworthyJoo. 
Calvert,  J. 
Campbell,  gvneral 
Carew,  rt  boo.  R.  P. 
Cartwrigfat,  W.  R. 
Cawtbome,  J.  P. 
CbapliD,Cb. 
Chute,  W. 
Clements,  coL  H.  J. 
Gierke,  sir  G. 
Clinton,  msjor-j^ 
Clive,  riscoant 
CKve,  H. 
CKve,  W. 
Colley,  T. 
Collinfl,  H.  P. 
Comptooyoarl 
Congreve,g««.«rW. 
Cooper,  4, 8, 
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CottrellydrJ.  G. 
Crickett,  R.  A. 
CurtU,  sir  W. 
Davenport,  D. 
Da? is,  R.  H. 
Davis,  H. 
]>awkiiif ,  J. 
Denys,  G.  W. 
I>i8browe,£. 
Dowdeswell,J.E. 
Drake,  W.  T. 
Drake,  T.T. 
DrammoDi),  G.  H. 
Drummond,  J. 
Dugdale,S.  D. 
DaigeDaD,rt.h.Dr.P. 
Duckworth,  sir  J.  T. 
£g%rtOB,  J» 
Egertoii,W. 
£liot,  boD.  W. 
Estcourt,  T.  G. 
Faulkner,  F. 
Fane,  J. 

Farqubar,  James 
Fetberston,sirT. 
Fellows,  W.  H. 
Ferguson,  James 
Finch,  bon.  E. 
Filzhugh,  W. 
Foley,  hon.  A. 
Forester,  C.  W, 
Foolked,  E. 
Garrow,  sir  W. 
Gascoyg^e,  J. 
Geary,  sir  W. 
Gell,  P. 
Giddy,  D. 

Gipps,  G. 

Gooch,T.S. 

Goulburn,  H. 

Graham,  sir  James 

Grant,  A.  C. 

Gunning,  G,  W. 

Hall,  B. 

Heatboote,  T.  F. 

Henoiker,  lord 

Hill,  rt.  bon.  sir  G.  F. 

Holmes,  W. 

Hood,  8. 

Howard,  hon.  col. 

Houblon,  J.  A. 

Innis,  H. 

Jocelyn,  Tiseount 

Keane,sir  J. 

Keek,G  A.L. 

Kemp,T.  R. 

Kennck,  W. 

King,  sir  J.  D. 

Kingston,  J. 

Knatchbbll,  sir  £. 

Iiacon,E.  K. 

Lamb,  T.  P. 

Leigh,  J.  H. 

Le^b,  R.  H. 

LeJie,  G.  P. 

Lockbart,  J.  L 

LoftuSyW. 


Long,  rt.  hon.  C. 
Long,  R.  G. 
Longfield,  ool.  M. 
Lopes,  sir  M.  M. 
Lowndes,  W. 
Lowtber,  visconnt 
Lowtber,  hon.  H.  C. 
Lowtber,  J. 
Lowtber,  James 
Lusbington,  S.  R. 
Luttrdl,  J.  F.  inn. 
Lvgon,  bon.  W.  B. 
Maginiss,  R. 
Mailland,  T. 
Manners,  R. 
Manning,  W. 
Mac  Naugbten,  E.  A. 
Mellisb,  W. 
Metbnen,  P. 
Mitford,  W. 
Moore,  lord  U. 
Moorsom,  R. 
Morgan,,  sir  C. 
Morris,  R. 
Mnncaster,  lord 
Mundy,  E.  M. 
Newark,  viscount 
Nicboll,  rt.  bon.  sir  J. 
0*Hara,  C. 
O'Neill,  boo.  J.  R.  B. 

Osborne,  J. 

Patten,  P. 

Peel,  rt.  hon.  R. 

Pit^  W.  M. 

Pitt,  Jos. 

Plomer,sirT. 

Pole,  sir  CM. 

Porter,  gen.  G. 

Powell,  J.  K. 

Protheroe,  E. 

Robinson,  gen. 

Richardson,  W. 

Rochfort,  G. 

Rose,  rt.  hon.  G. 

Round,  J. 

Ryder,  rt.  bon.  R. 

Scott,  rt  bon.  sir  W. 

Seymour,  lord  R. 

Shaw,  sir  James 

Shelly,  Tim. 

Shiffner,  G. 

Simeon,  J. 

Simpson,  G. 

Singleton,  M. 

Smith,  Christ 

Smith,  T.  A. 

Sneyd,  N. 

Somerset,  lord  A. 

Somerset,  lord  C. 

St  Paul  H.  H. 

St  Paul,  H.  D.  C. 

Stewart,  sir  James 

Stewart,  sir  J. 

Stirling,  sir  W. 

Strahan,  A. 

Stratt,col.Jos. 

SuUif  an,  rt.  hon.  J. 


Sumnef,  G.  H. 
Sutton,  sir  Thos. 
Sutton,  rt.  bon.  C.  M. 
Sykes,sirM.M. 
Sazton,  sir  C. 
Shaw,  B. 
Teed,  J. 

Tempest,  sir  H.  V. 
Thompson,  sir  T. 
Thornton,  R. 
Thornton,  W. 
Tbyni^e,  lord  J. 
Tomline,  W.  E. 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
Vansittart,  rt.  bob.  N. 
Vangfaan,  sir  R.  W. 
Yerdcer,  col.  C. 
Vyse,W.H.H. 
Webster,  sir  G. 
Welby,  W.E. 


Wemyss,  gen.  Yf* 
Welberall,  C. 
Wharton,  R. 
Whitraore,  T. 
Wigram,  R. 
Williams,  sir  R. 
Willoughby,  H. 
Wood,  sir  M. 
Wright,  J.  A. 
Wyatt,C. 
Wyodham,  T. 
Yarmouth,  earl  of 
Yorke,  rt  bon.C. 
Yorke,  sir  Jos. 

TELLERS. 

Bankes,  H. 
Laseelles,  bon.  H. 

PAIRED  Off. 
Peel,  sir  Rob. 
Rose,  G.  H. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Wednadtty,  March  3. 

The  Princess  of  Wales.]  Mr.  WhU- 
bread,  as  he  saw  an  hon.  gentleman  in  his 
place,  who  had  given  notice  of  a  motion 
for  to-morrow,  wished  to  ask  him  whether, 
under  the  circumstance  that  ^appened 
since  bis  notice,  of  the  Letter  addressed  by 
her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  he  still  persist- 
ed in  his  intention  of  bringing  forward  ' 
the  motion  ^ 

Mr.  Cochrane  Johnstone  replied,  that  he 
saw  nothing,  in  what  had  occurred,  to  alter 
his  view  of  the  subject,  It  was  bis  firm 
intention,  therefore,  to  bring  forward  bis 
motion  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Vansittart's  New  Plan  of  Fi- 
nance.] The  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  House 
to  resolve  itself  into  a  Commiicee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  consider  of  the  Finances 
of  Great  Britain;  and  that  the  several  Ac* 
counts  of  the  National  Debt  and  of  the 
produce  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  and 
War  Taxes,  be  referred  tx^  the  said  Com- 
mittee. The  House  having  resolved  it- 
self into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Hawthorne  in 
the  chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ad- 
dressed him  to  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Hawthorne ;  after  the  long  and  la- 
borious attention  which  for  several  nights 
past  the  House  has  bestowed  on  a  subject 
oi  the  greatest  importance,  1  should  be 
unwilling  to  bring  under  its  consideration 
any  question  likely  to  lead  to  a  consider- 
able length  of  discussion;  but  whatever 
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difierenoM  of  opmton  may  hereafter  arise 
upon  the  important  subject  to  which  I  wish 
to  direct  its  attention,  1  flatter  myself  that 
the  course  of  proceeding  which  it  is  my  in- 
tention to  suggest,  will  meet  with  general 
concurrence.  It  is  not  my  intention  this 
evening  to  call  for  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  upon  any  question  which  I 
may  propose,  but  having  explained  my 

rneral  view  of  the  subject  as  clearly  as 
may  be  able,  to  recommend  that  the 
further  discussion  should  be  adjourned  to 
a  future  day,  when  the  House  may  come 
to  a  decision  with  further  information 
and  more  mature  judgment.  On  another 
point  I  equally  anticipate  the  general  ap- 
probation of  the  Committee,  namely,  in 
bringing  under  consideration  the  intended 
measures  of  Finance,  before  any  of  the 
pecuniary  arrangements  of  tbe^ear  are 
concluded,  in  order  that  all  parties  who 
may  enter  into  any  agreements  with  the 
government  may  form  their  bargains 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  circom- 
stances  of  the  case,  and  that  the  scru- 
pulous good  faith  and  plain  dealing  in 
I)ecuniary  transactions  which  has  been  so 
ong  the  honour  of  this  country  may  be 
strictly  observed. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  a  discussion  took  place  upon 
the  national  finances,  in  which  it  appeared 
to  be  the  general  sentiment  that  some 
new  measures  were  necessary,  and  in  which 
I  took  the  liberty  to  suggest  several  for 
the  consideration  of  those  gentlemen  who 
were  present.  They  were  principally 
designed  to  support  public  credit,  and  re- 
lieve that  depression  which  then  appeared 
to  weigh  down  our  financial  exertions; 
but  since  that  time  a  great  change  has 
taken  place.  Six  months  have  elapsed, 
the  most  eventful  and  extraordinary  which 
the  history  of  Europe  has,  perhaps,  ever 
recorded  ;  and  which  have  placed  our 
public  credit  and  our  national  security  on  a 
basis  of  solidity  which  it  might  then  have 
I  been  deemed  presumptuous  to  have  con- 
templated. At  that  time,  the  issue  of  the 
.  important  cotitest  which  was  opening  in 
the  north  of  Europe  was,  to  say  the  least, 
hazardous  and  doubtful.  A  general  im- 
pression, indeed,  rather  prevailed,  that 
either  by  arms  or  negociation,  France 
would  prevail  against  Russia,  and  would 
achieve  what  6till  was  wanting  for  the 
subjugation  of  the  continent  of  Europe. 
It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  events 
which  followed  without  a  mixture  of  ad- 
wirataon  s^d  horror ;  of  admiration  for  the 


heroic  vhrtves  which,  have  been  displayed, 
and  of  horror  fet  the  extent  of  human 
misery  which  has  been  endured;  in  which 
I  can  by  no  means  forget  the  miaerablei 
though  merited,  and  necessary  destrnc* 
tion  of  so  many  myriads  of  the  invading 
army.  But  from  this  struggle  between 
insatiable,  unprincipled,  and  reiiioraele« 
ambition  on  the  one  side,  and  hardy,  atob- 
born,  though  untutored,  patriotism  on  the 
other,  which  has  spread  devastation  oter 
the  extensive  regions  of  the  north,  hafe  , 
followed  conseauences  the  most  import- 
ant, and  hopes  toe  most  satisfactory  to  the 
cause  of  sooering  humanity. 

It  may  be  recollected  that  at  the  tioM 
to  which  I  am  aHoding,  though  <mr  dis- 
cussion in  a  great  degree  turned  upon  the 
means  of  supporting  Public  Credit,  and  I 
pointed  out  some  of  those  measures  which, 
in  case  of  extreme  emergency,  might  be 
resorted  to,  and  in  which  I  expressed  my 
confidence  that  the  spirit  and  firmnesi  ii 
the  nation  would,  in  such  a  case,  readily 
acquiesce;  yet  I  stated  my  opinion,  that 
there  existed  no  immediate  necessity  for 
their  adoption,  and  undoubtedly  the  ne- 
cessity of  resortinff  to  measures  of  great 
severity  is  much  lessened  by  the  events 
which  have  since  occurred.  The  mea^ 
sures  which  I  then  particularly  pointed 
out,  as  likely  to  be  proposed  in  tbe  pre- 
sent session,  were  the  adoption  of  some 
more  efficacious  plan  for  the  Redemption 
of  the  Land  Tax,  and  the  provision  of  an 
increased  proportion  of  Sinking  Fund  for 
so  much  of  tbe  loan  of  each  year  as  might 
exceed  the  sum  applicable  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  debt.  To  both  these 
measures  I  now  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee. 

Early  in  the  summer  the  Redemption 
of  the  Land  Tax  was  referred  to  tbe  con- 
sideration of  two  noblemen,  to  whose  la- 
bours on  this  important  subject  the  pub- 
lic have  already  been  greatly  indebted ;  I 
mean  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  tbe 
Redemption  of  Ecclesiastical  Land  Ta]|, 
lord  Auckland  and  lord  Glenberrie. 
These  noblemen,  whose  diligence  and 
ability  cannot  be  too  highly  praised,  have 
made  a  Report  on  the  subject  to  th6  Tn^ 
sury,  which,  by  order  of  the  House,  has 
been  laid  upon  its  table,  and  referred  to 
this  Committee.  Among  many  jost  re- 
marks contained  in  that  Report,  on  which 
it  is  intended  to  Ibund  a  Bill,  which  I  shall 
shortly  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  the 
House,  there  is  one  leading  principle  en 
which  I  chiefly  depend  for  soc<iei«;  tbH 
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of  Bimpfifyifig  the  mode  of  the  R«ieiDp-< 
tioD  of  the  land  Tm,  and  fireciog  it  fron 
tedioas  andtroublcsoobe  fonnalitiea.  It  is 
proposed  thst  opon  a  simple  notioe  to  the 
collector  of  the  Land  Tax,  the  foron  of 
which  will  be  printed  and  dbtriboted  at 
the  time  of  the  colle€tion«  any  person  de- 
sirous of  redeeming  the  charge  upon  him, 
by  a  temporary  increase  of  the  amount  of 
his  assessment,  shall  t>e  entitled,  after  the 
payment  for  a  certatn  number  of  year^  of 
an  assessment,  donble  or  treble,  at  his 
option,  of  that  which  be  now  pays,  to  be 
finally  and  totally  discharged  from  the 
Land  Tax,  as  if  he  had  contracted  for,  and 
redeemed  it  in  the  usual  manner.  By 
these  means  all  formaVities  will  be  aToid- 
ed,  all  journies  and  trouble  will  be  spared, 
and  the  party  paying  at  his  own  home  to 
the  collector,  whoie  periodical  Tisits  he 
expects,  will  find  himse>f  reliei'ed  from 
the  charge  now  borne  by  hi  A,  by  a  sue* 
cession  of  payments  so  moderate  as  at  no 
time  to  be  felt  as  a  burden.  I  cannot  but 
look  forward  with  considerable  expecta- 
tion of  success  to  the  execution  of  a  ptan 
so  simple,  and  apparently  so  fn?itmg. 

The  second  measure,  which  appeared 
when  I  mentioned  it  last  year  to  be  re* 
ceived  with  general  approbation,  is  that 
of  an  increased  Sinking  Fund  on  that  part 
of  the  loan  of  cTery  year  which  exceeds 
the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  already 
existing  at  thai  time*  The  proportion  whicn 
I  mean  to  recommend  is  one  half  of  the 
.  interest  of  such  excess  of  the  loan  beyond 
the  Sinking  Fund.  I  prefer  a  proportion 
of  interest,  to  one  founded  on  the  capital 
stock  created,  because  it  adapts  itself  more 
fairly  to  the  different  funds  in  which  tb^ 
loan  may  be  raised,  and  corresponds  more 
accorately  with  the  lorn  of  money  acta- 
ally  borrowed. 

I  wish  also  to  submit  to  the  Comitttttee 
a  measure  which  on  former  occasions  I 
bare  recommended  to  the  House,  that  of 
proTiding^by  an  annual  grant  to  the  Com* 
niissioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  Na* 
ttonal  Debt,  some  counterbalsnce  to  the 
ffreat  increase  of  the  unfunded  debt  in 
Exchequer  Bills.  I  wish  to  see  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Act  of  1792,  that  at  the  crea- 
tion of  eVery  debt,  medns  should  be  pro*. 
Tided  for  its  ultimate  redemption,  applied 
not  only  to  the  funded  debt,  but  to  so 
much  of  the  unfunded  as  partakes  of  a 
permanent  nature.  Considerahle  sums 
haTe  at  various  times  been  raised,  and 
aome  of  them  as  early  as  the  year  1795, 
eipon  Exchequer  Bilfs  which  hare  been 


reneireA  from  year  to  ye^x,  and  iMiy  now 
bo  considered  as  a  penBanem  addition  to 
the  public  debt,  although  no  proTisioa  has 
yet  been  made  for  their  redonpliott.  I 
should  therefore  propose  that  an  annaal 
grant  of  ooe-per^cent.  should  be  Made  on 
the  amount  of  all  unprovided  Excbeqcieff 
Bills  outstanding  on  the  5th  of  Jannary  in 
each  year.  The  amount  will  of  courst 
vary  in  proportion  as  Exchequer  BilW 
may  be  funded  or  discharged,  and  there* 
fore  this  part  of  the  sum  destined  for  the 
redemption  of  debt,  will  be  morecdnveni* 
ently  provided  by  a  gram  upon  the  an* 
nual  supplies^  than  by  any  permanent  ap> 
propriation.  Its  eifect  however  will  b^ 
the  same,  and  it  will  in  fotort  becomo 
nearly  indifferent  with  respect  to  the  re* 
demption  of  debt,  whether  any  sum  which 
may  be  raised  for  the  public  service  shall 
be  immediately  funded,  or  reniain  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time  in  the  shape 
of  Exchequer  Bills  annually  renewed. 

In  addition  to  the  measures  which  I  havo 
on  other  occasions  suggested  to  the  House, 
it  is  now  my  intention  to  propose  to  their 
consideration  one  which  more  immediately 
belongs  te  the  extensive  system  with 
which  I  wish  to  combine  these  separate 
measores.  That  system,  the  outirnes  of 
which  I  shall  presently  have  eecasiou  to 
state,  will  involve  the  repeal  of  so  much  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1802,  as  directo 
that  the  whole  Sinking  Fond  then  existing 
shall  continue  to  accumulate  at  oompouad 
interest  till  the  total  redemption  of  the 
viliole  fonded  debt  then  remaining  emro- 
deemed.  It  will  appear  to  the  Committee 
a  natural  and  equitable  consequence  of 
this  repeal  that  the  sum  of  about  870«000(, 
which  would  in  that  year  have  been  ap« 
propriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  if  the  Act 
in  question  bad  not  passed,  should  how  be 
granted  to  it.  This  will  place  the  public 
creditor  in  the  same  situation  in  which  he 
woeld  have  stood,  if  a  difi^rent  provision 
from  the  customary  mode  of  redemption 
had  not  been  adopted  in  that  year,  and 
will  enable  the  public  to  make  a  different 
arrangement  more  seited  to  the  ciroou- 
stances  of  the  present  time,  with  due  re- 
gard not  only  to  the  legal  claims,  bet  to 
the  fair  expectations  of  the  stockholder 

This  brings  me  naturally  to  the  prin* 
cipal  object  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  Ibis  day.  In 
what  I  have  already  stated  I  may  appear 
to  have  had  the  supper^  of  public  credit, 
and  the  interest  of  the  stockholder  princi- 
pally, if  not  exclusifely,  in  view ;  but  be* 
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fore  I  conclqde,  I  hope  to  satisfy  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  other  clashes  of  our  fellow- 
subjects  have  had  at  least  an  equal  share  id 
my  attention.  I  most  beg  leave  to  preface 
my  explanation  of  the  system  I  am  about 
to  recommend  by  a  feir  general  remarks 
on  the  redemption  of  public  debt  We 
are  apt  to  consider  this  subject,  (if  I  may 
80  express  myself),  too  arithmetically; 
we  compute  that  a  certain  annual  sum  will 
at  compound  interest  redeem  a  gi?en 
amount  of  debt,  within  a  certain  number 
of  years,  but  we  forget  the  great  conside* 
raUons  of  policy  and  public  economy 
which  this  operation  inToWes.  We  do 
not  consider  that  it  disposes  of  the  for- 
tunes of  thousands  of  individuals;  that  it 
requires  the  transfer  of  a  mass  of  property, 
amoontinff  perhaps  to  a  fifth  part  of 
the  whole  capital  of  the  country,  if 
estimated  according  to  the  returns  to 
the  Property  Tax,  from  an  employment 
in  which  it  has  been  vested  by  the 
•  proprietors,  to  the  manifest  advantage  of 
the  public,  into  other  modes  of  occupa- 
tion. It  is  an  experiment  which,  as  far  as 
my  knowledge  extends,  has  never  been 
tried  on  a  great  «cale.  The  present  elec- 
tor of  Saxony,  it  is  true,  discharged  the 
debt  which  his  predecessors  had  accumu- 
lated upon  that  country ;  but  neither  the 
amount  of  the  sum,  nor  the  circumstances 
of  the  electorate  of  Saxony  can  form  any 
precedent  for  this  wealthy  and  powerful 
kingdom.  While  war  continues  and  loans 
are  annually  contracted  exceeding  the 
amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  that  amount, 
however  great,  can  only  be  considered  as 
an  advanta^ ;  but  whenever  peace  may 
take  place,  it  will  soon  be  found  that  there 
is,  a  point  beyond  which  the  annual  re- 
demption  of  debt  cannot  be  carried,  with- 
out great  public  inconvenience.  This  is  no 
new  arffument  in  the  House :  my  noble 
friend  the  marquis  of  Lansdowne  urged  it 
with  great  force  aUd  eloquence  in  opening 
his  Plan  of  Finance  in  1807.  He  observ- 
ed that  the  mischief  of  an  excessive  Sink- 
ing Fund  overloading  the  money  market 
with  a  super-abundance  of  capiul,  exceed- 
ing the  means  of  employment,  would  be 
not  inferior  and  somewhat  similar  to  that  of 
a  nati<Nial  bankruptcy.  Whenever  there- 
fore the  Sinking  Fond  has  reached  that 
point  beyond  which  it  cannot  be  employed 
with  advantage  in  time  of  peace,  it  seems 
to  be  wise  to  think  of  setting  bounds  to  its 
ferther  accumulation,  and  certainly  un- 
wise to  exhaust  the  national  resources  by 
an  augmentatioQ  of  taxes  for  its  further 


increase.  Whether  the  Sinking  Fnnd  has 
now  reached  that  point,  it  belongs  not  ta 
me  to  decide,  and  i  wish  the  most  ca«- 
tioos  and  deliberate  wisdom  of  parliamett 
to  be  applied  to  the  decision.  But  it  may 
unquestionably  be  said,  that  the  Sinkio( 
Fond  has  now  reached  an  extent  of  which 
the  history  of  no  country  a£r;>rds  aa 
example.  In  no  country  has  the  expe- 
riment of  an  annua]  repay  meat  of  twdte 
millions,  or  any  thing  like  it,  been  tried. 
This  at  least  is  obvious,  that  tbe  prescai 
arrangements  of  the  Sinking  Fond  reqaire 
revision.  As  the  law  now  stands  it  will 
accumulate  to  above  thirty,  poasibly  to 
above  forty  millions,  and  will  be  at  once  re- 
duced to  twenty  or  even  to  twelve.  Wfail- 
ever  may  be  thought  of  the  efiecta  of  its 
greatest  amount,  it  is  undeniable  that  sack 
a  revulsion  must  be  pemiciooa.  If  the 
larger  sum  be  not  too  great  tbe  amalier 
must  be  far  too  liule.  Bat  I  perfectly 
agree  with  lord  Lansdowne,  aod  all  the 
great  authorities  which  have  treated  of 
this  subject,  that  the  plan  of  employ ia^ 
thirty  or  forty  millions  in  the  pnrcbase  i 
stock  in  time  of  peace  b  perfect4y  imprac- 
ticable and  visionary.  A  change  mast 
therefore  be  made  at  some  time  ;  wad  if  n^ 
is  it  not  wiser  to  make  it  while  the  ioeoa- 
venience  is  still  at  a  distance,  than  when 
it  is  actually  pressing,  and  when  any  cor- 
rective may  be  opposed,  with  an  appear- 
ance of  justice,  by  the  individual  interesn 
which  may  be  affected  by  it  at  the  asa- 
ment?  On  this  account,  I  think  it  b^ 
comes  the  House  now  to  pause,  ajid  take  a 
deliberate  view  of  the  situation  of  ihs 
country,  with  respect  to  the  repayment  ef 
its  debt.  But  other  circumstances  concai 
to  point  out  the  present  as  a  proper  tiae 
for  some  revision  of  our  system.  By  the 
original  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1 7  86,  pre- 
vision had  been  made  that  when  the  Fond 
should  have  accumulated  to  the  sunoont  of 
four  millions  per  annum,  its  further  accu- 
mulation should  cease,  and  the  aoma  pur- 
chased from  that  time  be  discharged  and 
made  applicable  to  the  public  aerrice. 
Had  not  that  Plan  been  varied  by  the 
Act  of  1802,  the  public  would  before  this 
time  have  received  relief,  from  tbe  ope- 
ration  of  the  Sinking  Fund ;  thoegk 
only  to  the  limited  extent  of  the  intetest 
of  four  millions  ayear;  for  the  calcolations 
which  were  made  of  its  progress  fixed  tbs 
period  at  which  it  would  have  reached  itt 
highest  amount,  between  the  year  1808, 
aiMl  the  year  1813,  and  the  average  rate  of 
interest  at  which  its  operationa  have  beaa 
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condoctftd  prore  in  fgct  that  it  woold  be* 
fere  this  time  have  accomplished  that  ob* 
ject.  It  seems  natural  to  look  for  some 
relief  from  the  Sinking  Fund  at  the  pe- 
riod at  which  it  would  actually  have  been 
obtained,  if  the  constitution  of  the  Fund 
bad  not  been  varied.  But  there  is  ano- 
ther circumstance  still  more  striking  in 
our  present  situation.  When  the  Sinking 
Fund  was  esUblished  in  1786*  the  total 
amount  of  debt  was  about  240  millions, 
And  the  redemption  of  such  a  sum  appear- 
ed, if  ndt  utterly  hopeless,  at  least  placed 
at  a  Tery  remote  distance.  But  cnreat  as 
the  difficulty  then  appeared,  the  firmness 
and  perseverance  of  the  nation,  pursuing 
this  important  object  with  undeviating 
steadiness,  have  at  length  completely  sur- 
mounted it ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
refer  the  Committee  to  accounts  upon 
their  table,  which  prove  that  a  sum  equal 
to  the  total  capital  of  the  debt  existing  in 
1786  has  been  redeemed.  I  mean,  Sir,  that 
the  snms  purchased  by  the  commissioners, 
or  transferred  to  them,  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  debt  existing  in  1786 ;  for  this  is 
the  only  mode  in  which  the  redemption  of 
the  old  debt  can  ever  be  ascertained,  the 
new  loans  having  been  contracted  in  old 
funds,  and  no  distinction  ke|>t  up  between 
the  earlier  and  later  creditors  of  the  pub- 
lic. If  any  further  circumstance  could 
be  wanting  to  prove  that  the  people  of 
this  country  have  at  the  present  time  the 
fairest  title  to  any  relief  which  can  be  af* 
forded,  consistently  with  the  exact  ob- 
servance of  public  faith,  and  due  attention 
to  permanent  security,  it  will  be  found  in 
the  extraordinary  exertions  they  have 
made  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  pub* 
lie  debt.  Instead  of  shifting  the  burden 
frora  themselves,  and  throwing  it  upon 
posterity,  they  have  nobly  and  manfully 
supported  the  load  of  increasing  difficul- 
ties which  the  vicissitudes  of  this  eventful 
contest  have  thrown  upon  them.  To  pre- 
vent the  increase  of  public  debt,  they 
have  actually  paid  upwards  of  200  mil- 
lions in  war  taxes,  a  sum  which  con- 
•iderably  exceeds  the  real  value  of  the 
debt  existing  in  1786.  The  public  have 
therefore  a  right  to  claim  the  merit  of 
having  doubly  redeemed  the  original  debt ; 
£rst  by  its  actual  repayment,  and  secondly, 
by  the  anticipated  payment  of  a  still 
greater  sum  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  added  to  it. 

But  whatever  claims  the  public  may  now 
have  on  these  grounds  for  relief,  and  with 
whatever  immediate  advantage  it  might  be 


attended,  it  becomes  us  most  anxiously  to 
inquire  what  are  the  clailns  of  public  faith 
which  we  owe  to  the  stockholders,  and 
what  the  conditions  on  which  the  public 
debt  has  been  contracted. 

The  debt  contracted  previotisly  to  1702 
was  raised  without  any  condition  of  repay- 
ment whatever,  the  government  being 
bound  only  to  the  punctual  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  left  to  consult  its  own  di»« 
cretion  or  convenience  with  respect  to  tho 
discharge  of  the  principal.  This  debt 
however  I  contend  is  now  wholly  dis- 
charged; and  that  which  now  exists  hat 
been  contracted  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1792,  and  sohject  to  its  profisiona. 
Under  these  the  stockholder  has  perhapa 
no  strict  right,  as  he  has  voluntarily  sub- 
scribed his  stock  into  the  old  funds,  which 
bore  no  conditions  of  redemption,  but  he 
has  undoubtedly  a  just  expectation  that 
the  terms  of  redemption  pointed  out  in 
that  act  will  be  adhered  to. 

Those  terms  are,  that  provision  shall  be 
made  for  the  repayment  of  the  capital  of 
all  debts  subsequently  contracted,  within 
45  years  from  its  creation ;  either  by  the 
specific  appropriation  of  one  per  cent,  upon 
such  capital,  or  in  any  other  mode  which 
parliament  may  think  fit.  Tbtft  this  is 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  Act,  I  affirm 
on  the  authority  of  the  declarations  and 
conduct  of  its  illustrious  author,  Mr.  Pitt  i 
and  of  the  resolutions  and  acts  of  the 
legislature  itself.  Of  Mr.  Pitt's  sentiment^^ 
I  can  mention  a  very  remarkable  instance. 
It  must  be  generally  recollected  by  those 
gentlemen  who  eleven  years  ago  were 
members  of  the  House,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
strongly  supported  the  Sinking  Fund  Act 
of  1802,  but  it  is  not  perhaps  generally 
known  that  he  was  the  original  proposer  of 
that  Act.  I  speak  this  from  my  own  per* 
feet  knowledge,  and  there  are  other  living 
witnesses,  and  I  believe,  written  docu^ 
ments,  in  proo^  of  it.  The  Act  originated 
in  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  lord  Sid* 
mouth,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  his  first  suggestion  went  to  this  extent^ 
that  not  only  no  Sinking  Fund  should  be 
provided  upon  the  sums  funded  in  that 
year,  but  tnat  after  reserving  so  much  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  as  should  be  sufficient 
on  calculation  to  redeem  the  whole  debt 
at  par,  within  45  years,  the  surplus,  then 
amounting  to  above  a  million^  should  ba 
applied  to  the  public  service.  After  much 
discussion  between  Mr.  Pkt  and  lord  Sid- 
mouth,  at  which  I  had  the  honour  toassist» 
the  proposition  was  reduced  totbaiaora 
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limited  form  in  which  k  vcoeired  the  sane^ 
tion  ofpariiamebU 

There  could  Dot  be  a  more  decisiTe  de- 
clarattion  of  Mr.  Pitt's  opinion  of  the  true 
construction  of  the  Act^and  it  was  no  lets 
clearly  shown  by  hia  public  conduct  on 
other  and  even  prior  occasions.  In  con^ 
trading  teverai  loans  in  1798,  1799  and 
I  BOO,  on  the  credit  of  the  Incwne  Tax, 
lie  made  no  proTiaion  lor  the  immediate 
repayment  of  the  principal,  but  proposed 
4o  discharge  it  by  the  continuation  of  the 
Income  Tax  in  time  of  peace,  so  long  as 
might  be  necessary.  This  shews  that  he 
viewed  the  provision  for  repayment  within 
45  years  rather  with  regard  to  probability 
«nd  practice,  than  to  that  extreme  nicety 
und  rigour  which  is  sometimes  insisted  on: 
for  it  was  clearly  possible  that  the  war 
might  outlast  45  years,  and  in  that  case 
no  provision  whatever  would  have  been 
made  for  the  redemption ;  but  Mr.  Pitt, 
viewing  the  subject  as  a  wise  and  ^at 
statesman,  according  to  the  probabilities  of 
buman  afHniv,  thought  it  sufficient  to  make 
tQch  provision  as  any  reasonable  and  prac- 
tical man  would  think  adequate  to  its  pur- 
pose ;  not  looking  to  euch  cases  as,  >though 
mathematically  true,  approached  the  ex> 
treme  verge  of  possibility. 

With  respect  to  the  resolutions  of  par- 
liament, I  shall  beg  to  refer  to  the  first  of 
those  passed  by  this  House  on  the  18th  of 
May,  1802,  and  lately  read  at  our  table. 
On  tbese  Resolutions  an  Act  was  founded, 
which)  at  well  as  the  Acts  which  esta* 
tablisbed  the  loans  to  which  I  have  just 
referred,  clearly  evinces  the  opinion  of 
the  legislature  that  the  Act  of  1792  merely 
required  that  provision  should  be  made 
for  the  redemption  of  debt  within  45 
years  from  its  creation,  leaving  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  parliament  both  |he  mode  to  be 
applied  in  specific  casea,  and  any  subse- 
quent variation  of  that  mode  which;  within 
the  limits  prescribed,  it  may  think  proper 
to  adopt 

I  shall  now  attempt  to  explain  to  the 
Committee  how  it  appears  to  me  that  some 
immediate  relief  may  be  afforded  to  the 
publpc^  withoot  the  smallest  infringement 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1792,  which 
I  have  detailed.  Neither  the  Act  of  1786 
nor  that  of  1792  contains  any  provisioii 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  debt»  when 
purchased,  shall  be  cancelled  or  dis- 
charged, so  as  to  relieve  the  charge  upon 
the  Consolidated  Fund.  There  are  two 
modes  in  which  this  discharge  might  be 
^rried  into  effect.    The  first  would  be 


that,  supposing  any  nmnber  of  successive 
loans  to  he  contracted,'  a  proportion  of 
Sinking  F^md  should,  according  to  the 
present  practice,  be  attached  to  each,  and 
should  continue  to  accumulate  at  com- 
pound interest  until  the  whole  of  such 
loan  should  be  discharged  by  its  exclusive 
operation,  and  thus  tliat  the  redemption  of 
each  should  be  separately  and  indepen- 
dently effected.  This  is  understood  to  be 
the  mode  established  by  law  under  the 
operation  of  the  Act  of  1792,  in  some  de- 
gree varied  by  that  of  1 802,  but  remaining 
in  force  as  to  all  loans  contracted  subse- 
quently to  the  latter  of  those  years.  It  is 
evident  however  that,  as  the  funds  are  in- 
termingled and  consolidated,  the  stock 
created  for  any  particular  portion  of  debt 
cannot  be  distinguished,  and  the  purchass 
are  made  indiscriminately.  Any  separate 
loan  can  thevefore  no  otherwise  be  re- 
deemed than  By  purchasing,  with  the 
Sinking  Fund  attached  to  it,  an  amount  of 
stock  equal  to  that  which  was  created  sa 
consequence  of  such  loan. 

The  other  mode,  which  would  have 
been  equally  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Act  of  1792,  would  have  been  to  direct 
that  the  debt  first  contracted  shall  be 
deemed  to  b&  first  paid  off,  and  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  created  in  respect  of  any 
subsequent  loan  shall  be  first  applied  to 
the  discharge  of  any  prior  loan  then  re- 
maining unrede^medf,  while  the  operatioo 
of  the  per  centage  created  for  those  earlier 
loans  should  be  continued  for  the  redemfv 
tion  of  those  subsequently  contracted.  By 
this  means  the  loan  first  contracted  would. 
be  discharged  at  an  earlier  period,  and  the 
funds  charged  with  the  payment  of  its  in- 
terest become  applicable  to  the  public 
service.  Thus  in  the  event  of  a  long  war, 
a  considerable  resource  might  accrue 
during  the  course  of  the  war  itself,  as 
every  successive  loan  would  contribute  to 
accelerate  the  redemption  of  those  pre- 
viously existing,  and  the  total  amount  of 
charge  to  be  borne  by  the  public,  in  re- 
spect of  the  public  debt,  would  be  reduced 
to  a  narrower  compass  than  in  the  other 
mode,  in  yhich  a  greater  number  of  loans 
would  be  co-existing.  At  the  same  time 
the  ultimate  discharge  of  the  whole  debt 
would  be  rather  accelerated  than  retarded. 
The  advantages  of  this  mode  of  operation 
did  not  perhaps  present  themselves  to 
Mr.  Pitt  when  framing  the  arrangeroentt 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  the  prospect  of  a 
continuance  of  peace,  and  with  a  very  re* 
mote  view  of  the  ultimate  redcmptioo  ef 
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ibfi  ffebty  nor  woold  it  haTe  been  easily 
made  applicable  to  the  large  iQass  then 
existing,  and  for  the  redemption  of  which 
no  profision  had  before  been  made.  But 
the  circumstances  of  the  present  time  af- 
ford a  most  advantageous  opportunity  of 
estabtisbiog  a  plan  which  would  in  the 
first  ii^st^ce  have  been  preferable.  It  is 
now  only  necessary  to  declare  that  an 
amount  of  stock  equal  to  the  whole  of  the 
debt  existing  in  1786  has  been  redeemed, 
and  that  in  like  manner  whenever  an 
amount  of  stock  equal  to  the  capital  and 
charge  of  any  loan  raised  since  17Q2  shall 
be  redeemed,  in  its  proper  order  of  suc- 
cession, such  loan  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  redeemed  and  satisfied. 
Every  part  of  the  system  will  then  fall  at 
once  into  its  proper  place ;  and  we  shall 
proceed  with  the  future  redemption  with 
ail  the  advantages  which  could  have  been 
derived  from  the  original  adoption  of  the 
Hfode  of  successive  instead  of  simul- 
taneous redemption.  Instead  of  wait- 
ing till  the  purchase  of  the  whole  of 
the  debt  consolidated  in  1S02  shall 
be  completed,  that  part  of  it  which 
existed  previously  tx>  1792  will  be  consi- 
dered as  already  redeemed,  and  the  subse- 
quent loans  wilffollow  in  succession  when- 
ever equal  portions  of  stock  shall  have  been 
purchased.  It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that 
by  a  gradual  and  equable  progress  we 
shall  still  have  the  power  of  effecting  the 
complete  repayment  of  the  debt  more 
epeetdily  than  by  the  present  course.  I 
do  not  pronounce  whether  it  will  be  wise 
to  persevere  to  that  extent  It  will  be  for 
parliament  to  judge  when  the  proper 
lime  arrives,  which  is  yet  at  a  considerable 
distance :  but  we  are  doing  our  duty  to 
posterity  not  only  scrupulously  but  libe- 
rally, while  we  not  only  much  more  than 
satisfy  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1792, 
which  requires  the  redemption  of  the  debt 
within  45  years,  but  actually  anticipate 
that  course  of  redemption  which  is  now 
provided.  The  tables  which  will  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  gentlemen  will  shew 
that  the  means  are  provided  by  the  pro* 
posed  plan  of  efieoting  the  total  repay- 
HMsnt  of  the  existing  debt  from  four  to  ten 
jyears,  and  that  of  the  future  debt  which 
may  be  Ipcurred  according  to  the  various 
suppositions  assumed  from  14  to  37  years, 
'sooner  than  by  the  laws  now  in  force. 
This  statement  is  sufficient  to  shew  how 
amply  the  proposed  plan  is  capable  of  sa- 
.tisfytog  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of 
Ihe  nation  with  respect  tQ  th^  fyaX  djs- 
(VOL-XXIV.y  '^^ 


charge  of  its  debts,  as  well  as  the  fair 
claims  of  those  who  look  to  the  execution 
of  the  Act  of  1792  as  the  means  of  support- 
ing the  value  of  the  public  funds.  I  hav^ 
mentioned  the  result  of  such  calculation! 
as  are  intended  to  be  communicated  to 
the  House  ;  other  cases  may  be  supposed 
by  which  the  result  may  be  varied  in  de« 
gree  but  not  in  general  efiect. 

I  have  thus  far  attempted  to  explain  thf 
intended  system  to  the  Coqfimittee,  and  to 
recommend  it  by  its  general  and  intrinsic 
advantages  without  displaying  the  imme- 
diate benefits  of  its  adoption.  Yet  they 
are  such  as  must  be  highly  satisfactory  to 
parliament,  and  of  the  greatest  impo^^nca 
m  the  present  situation  of  ^he  country. 

The  immediate  result  of  this  system^ 
simple  as  it  may  appear,  and  really  is^ 
will  be  equal  to  a  subsidy  of  above  on^ 
hundred  millions.  For  four  years  to  come, 
we  may  on  the  supposition  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  war,  hope  to  be  obliged  to  im« 
pose  no  other  taxes  .than  such  as  are  re« 
quired  to  furnish  those  additions  to  the 
Sinking  Fund  which  I  pointed  out  in  the 
early  part  of  my  statement.  I  need  not 
dwell  open  the  advantages  of  such  a  re- 
lief, I  need  not  explain  its  effects  in  rai.«in£r 
the  spirits  and  animating  the  exertions  of 
the  nation.  I  need  not  enlarge  on  the 
confidence  it  must  give  to  our  allies,  and 
the  despondency  it  is  calculated  to  im« 
press  on  our  enemies.  But  that  which  in 
my  view  renders  it  peculiarly  valuable  is, 
that  it  is  so  far  from  being  purchased  by 
an  accumulation  of  burdens  on  the  sue* 
ceeding  years,  that  though  its  advantages 
may  be  very  different  in  degree,  accordios 
to  the  different  cases  supposed,  yet  it  will 
in  all,  for  several  years  to  cpme,  produce  a 
very  considerable  diminution  of  charge. 

Such  are  the  general  principles  of  the 
plan  to  which  I  beg  to  call  the  most  se** 
rious  attention  of  the  Committee,  but  not 
at  present  to  press  for  its  judgment.  That 
it  IS  free  from  objections  I  cannot  hope, 
but  I  trust  that  parliament  will  on  mature 
consideration,  be  convinced,  as  I  am  my- 
self conscientiously  persuaded,  that  they 
are  such  as  bear  no  proportion  to  its  ad- 
vantages. I  can  at  least  acqtiit  myself  of 
having  hastily  and  rashly  determined  on 
a  measure  of  this  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance. It  has  for  many  months  been  the 
subject  of  my  most  anxious  meditations, 
and  of  repeated  and  detailed  discussions 
with  those  whom  I  thought  most  capable 
of  guiding  my  judgment:  and  I  submit  it 
to   ^he   C9q[ia;iittee   ^q%   without   grfat 

(4  A) 
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anxiety,  but  with  the  confidence  naturally 
flowing  from  the  most  sincere  conviction. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  in  proposing  any 
change  in  a  system  so  justly  revered,  and 
considered  as  the  firmest  hope  of  the  na- 
tion, I  am  incurring  a  great  responsibility. 
Ifeel  the  full  weight  of  this  responsibility, 
but  1  also  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  shrink 
from  it,  in  the  prospect  of  performing  a 
great  public  service.  Many  a  gallant  and 
Worthy  man  has  laid  down  his  life  to 
achieve  a  much  less  important  service  to 
his  country  than  that  of  providing  at  such 
a  moment  the  supplies  necessary,  during 
four  years,  for  the  contest  in  which  we 
ure  engaged.  In  -the  hope  of  procuring 
this  benefit  to  the  public.,  I  am  willing 
to  risk,  what  many,  to  whom  life  is  dearer 
than  it  is  to  me,  have  valued  beyond  their 
lives — I  mean  that  repotation  and  public 
confidence  which  they  have  sought,  and 
in  some  degree  acquired  by  a  long  course 
of  faithful  though  imperfect  service  to  the 
public.  I  am  aware  that  my  reputation  is 
itaked  upon  this  plan;  but  God  forbid 
that  my  repotation,  or  that  of  any  man 
should  be  placed  for  a  moment  in  compe- 
tition with  the  great  public  interests  which 
are  concerned.  I  only  wish  the  House  to 
deliberate  maturely,  and  to  decide  wisely. 
Such  information  as  has  appeared  to  me 
necessary  to  enable  gentlemen  to  take  a 
complete  view  of  the  plan,  will  be  put 
into  their  handstand  if  any  further  inform- 
ation should  be  desired  .1  shall  most 
readily  lend  my  assistance  to  furnish  it. 

I  shall  now  read  the  Resolutions  which  I 
am  about  to  propose,  in  order  to  put  the 
Committee  in  possession  of  their  contents, 
and  then  offer  the  first  to  the  Chairman,  that 
the  discussion  may  be  regularly  opened, 
and  when  those  gentlemen  who  may  be  dis- 
posed to  deliver  their  sentiments  have  stated 
such  observations  as  occur  to  them,  I  shall, 
after  giving  such  explanations  as  the  case 
may  require,  move  that  the  Chairman  shall 
report  progress,  with  a  view  to  the  ad- 
journment of  further  debate  on  the  subject 
till  Monday  scvennight. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  read  the 
Resolutions,  as  follow  : 

r.  "  That  the  total  capital  of  the  Fund- 
ed Debt  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  5th  Ja- 
nuary 1786,  was  238,231.248/.  55.  2|(/. ; 
that  provision  Was  made  for  the  gradual 
reduction  thereof,  by  an  Act  passed  in  the 
same  year;  and  that  further  provision  has 
been  made  by  several  Acts  since  passed^ 


for  the  more  effectual  reduction  of  the 
said  debt,  and  of  the  public  debt  since 
contracted. 

2.  «  That  by  virtue  of  the  said  Acts^  tbt 
sura  of  238,350,143/.  18<.  id.  exceeding 
the  said  sum  of  238,231,248/.  5f.  2^<i,by 
118,81)5/.  125.  \0\d\  had,  on  or  before 
the  1st  March  1813,  been  actually  pur- 
chased by  the  Commissioners^  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  National  Debt,  or  trans- 
ferred to  the  said  Commissioners,  for  the 
redemption  of  I^nd  Tax,  or  for  the  pur-' 
chase  of  Life  Annuities. 

3.  'I  That  it  is  expedient  now  to  declare, 
that  a  sum  of  capital  stock,  equal  to  ihs 
total  capital  of  the  Public  Debt  existing 
on  the  said  5th  January  1786,  bath  been 
purchased  or  transferred  as  aforesaid  ^  and 
so  soon  as  further  sums  of  the  public  debt 
shall  have  been  so  purchased  or  transfer- 
red, making,  in  the  whole,  an  amount  of 
annual  charge  of  the  public  debt  so  pur- 
chased or  transferred,  equal  to  the  whole 
annual  charge  of  the  public  debt  existing 
on  the  said  5th  day  of  January  173^;  to 
declare  further,  that  an  amoant  of  public 
debt,  equal  to  the  whole  capital  and 
charge  of  the  public  debt  existing  on  the 
said  5th  day  ef  January  1786,  hath  been 
satisfied  and  discharged  ^  and  that,  in  like 
manner,  an  amount  of  public  debt  equal  to 
the  capital  and  charge  of  every  loan  con- 
tracted since  the  said  5th  January  171^6 
shall,  successively  and  in  its  proper  order, 
be  deemed  and  declared  to  be  wholly  sa* 
tisfied  and  discharged,  whea  and  as  soon 
as  a  further  amount  of  capital  stock,  not 
less  than  the  capital  of  such  loan,  and  pro^ 
ducing  an  interest  equal  to  the  dividends 
thereupon,  shaM  b«  so  redeemed  or  trans- 
ferred. 

4.  "  That,  after  such  declaration  u 
aforesaid,  the  capital  stock  purchased  by 
the  said  Commissioners,  and  standing  ia 
their  names  in  the  books  of  the  Goveroor 
and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  and 
of  the  South  Sea  Company,  shall  from 
time  to  time  be  cancelled,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  transferred  for  the  redemption 
«f  the  Land  Tax ;  at  sucb  times,  and  in  sack 
proportions,  not  exceeding  the  amount  of 
debt  so  deciarted  lo  be  satisfied  uid  dit- 
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charged  (ifter  reserviDg    thereout   any    expedient  that^ 

•iiin  or  sums  necessary  to  make  provision    every  year 

for    the  payment   of   alt    life    annuities 

chargeable  thereupon)  as  shall  be  directed 

by  any  Act  or  Acts  of  parliament  to  be 

passed  for  such  purpose :  in  order  to  make 

provision  for  the  charge  of  any  loan  or 

loans  thereafter  to  be  contracted,  upon  the 

same  funds  or  securities  as  are  chargeable 

with  the  said  stock,  so  declared  to .  be  sa« 

tis6ed  and  redeemed. 

5.  "  That,  in  order  more  efiectually  to 
secure  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  the  S2d  George  3,  cap.  55,  it  is  expe* 
pedient  to  enact  that  all  sums  granted  for 
the  reduction  thereof,  by  the  several  Acts 
aforesaid,  should  be  further  continued  and 
made  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  all 
public  debt,  itow  existing,  or  which  may 
be  hereafter  contracted  during  the  present 
war. 

6.  "  That,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  the  32nd  and 
42nd  of  the  King,  for  redeeming  every 
part  of  the  national  debt  within  the  pe- 
riod of  45  years  from  the  time  of  its  crea- 
tion, it  is  also  expedient  that,  in  future, 
whenever  the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be 
raised,  by  loan,  or  by  any  other  addition  to 
the  public  funded  dobt,  shall  in  any  year 
exceed  the  sum  estimated  to  be  applicable 
in  the  same  year  to  the  reduction  of  the 
public  debt,  an  annual  sum,  equal  to  one 
half  of  the  interest  of  the  excess  of  the 
said  loan  or  other  addition,  beyond  the 
sum  so  estimated  to  be  applicable,  shall 
be  set  apart  out  of  the  monies  composing 
the  consolidated  fund  of  Great  Britain, 
and  shall  be  issued  at  the  receipt  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  to  be  by  them 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Reduction  of  the  National 
Debt;  and  upon  the  remainder  of  such 
loan  or  other  addition,  the  annual  sum  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  capital  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act 
of  the  32nd  year  of  his  present  Majesty. 

7*  *'  That,  in  order  to  prevent  the  in- 
crease of  the  Public  Debt  by  means  of 
Exchequer  Bills  annually  renewed^  it  is 
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on  the  5th  January  in 
account  be  taken  of  all 
Exchequer  Bills  outstanding  and  charged 
upon  funds  not  deemed  capable  of  making 
good  the  same,  within  one  year  from  such 
5th  of  January,  and  that  a  sum  equal  to 
one  per  cent,  thereupon  be  granted  out  of 
the  supplies  of  such  year,  to  the  said  Com- 
missioners for  the  Reduction  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt. 

8.  "  That  it  is  expedient  that  so  much 
of  the  Act  passed  in  the  42nd  year  of  th« 
reign  of  his  present  Majesty  (42  Geo.  3, 
cap.  71,)  as  directs  that  all  monies  what- 
ever, which  shall  be  placed  from  time  to 
time  to  the  account  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, by  virtue  of  either  of  the  therein 
recited  Acts  (except  so  far  as  the  same 
are  hereby  repealed)  or  by  virtue  of  this 
Act,  shall  and  are  hereby  appropriated, 
and  shall  accumulate  in  manner  directed 
by  the  said  Acts,  for  the  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt  of  Great  Britain;  and  shall 
be  from  time  to  time  applied  by  the  said 
Commissioners,  pursuant  to  the  directions, 
and  under  and  according  to  the  restric- 
tions and  provisions  of  the  said  therein  rc'- 
cited  Acts ;  either  in  payment  for  the 
redemption  or  in  the  purchase  of  the  se- 
veral redeemable  Public  Annuities  of 
Great  Britain,  until  the  whole  of  the  per- 
petual Redeemable  Annuities,  now  charg- 
ed upon  the  Public  Funds  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, including  such  charge  as  has  arisen, 
or  may  arise,  on  any  loan  made  in  Great 
Britain,  before  the  passing  of  this  Act; 
and  also  sach  charge  as  shall  arise  by  any 
annuities,  interests,  and  dividends,  pay- 
able in  consequence  of  any  loans  made 
chargeable  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  by 
an  Act  passed  in  this  session  of  parlia- 
ment, intituled,  '  An  Act  for  repealing 
'  the  duties  on  income,  for  the  effectual 
*  collection  of  arrears  of  the  said  duties, 
'  and  accounting  for  the  same,  and  for 
'  charging  the  annuities  specifically  charg- 
'  ed  thereon  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund 
'  of  Great  Britain,'  shall  have  been  com- 
pletely redeemed  or  purchased,  should  ba 
repealed. 

9.  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  pro- 
tisioD,  that  an  annual  lum  of  607,963/, 
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being  e^aal  to  one  per  cent,  on  tbe  capi- 
tal stock  created  ifa  respect  of  several  Yoaifs 
Raised  by  virtue  of  divers  Acts  passed  in 
the  S8ih,  39tb,  39th,  and  40tb,  and  4^nd 
years  of  his  present  Majesty,  and  for  the 
interest  and  charges  of  which  provision 
was  made  in  the  said  42nd  year  of  his 
Majesty,  shall  be  set  apart  out  of  the 
monies  cotnposinj^  the  Consolidated  Fand 
of  Great  Britain,  and  shall  be  issued  at 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  the  Go- 
vernor  and  Company  of  tbe  Bank  of  £ng. 
land,  to  be  by  them  issued  to  the  Com* 
xnissidners  for  the  Hedaction  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt. 

10.  "  Tliat  it  is  expedient  to  make  for- 
ther  provision  for  the  more  eflfbctual  and 
ipeedy  redemption  of  the  Land  Tax.'* 

Mr.  Huskissan  said,  that  he  for  one  ac- 
ceded to  the  postponement  of  the  discus- 
sion upon  the  plan  of  his  right  hon.  fViend 
tmtii  a  future  day  ;  and  as  he  did  not 
Understand  that  plan,  he  should,  for  the 
present,  carefully  abstain  from  any  com- 
ment upon  it  further  than  this ;  that  it 
appeared  to  him,  upon  the  face  of  it,  to 
be  the  most  important  change  in  the  finan- 
cial arrangements  of  the  country  that  had 
lever  been  proposed  in  the  course  of  a 
long  and  eventfol  war.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  said,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  always  looked 
to  this  practical  effect;  but  though  he 
could  not  see  what  that  might  be,  he 
could  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact  which 
"had  been  stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
in  tlwB  last  session,  that  "  the  finances  of 
the  country  were  labouring  ;"  a  state  of 
things,  which  he  earnestly  hoped  the  pre- 
sent plan  might  be  effectual  in  remedying. 
He  was  well  aware  of  the  difficult  situa- 
tion in  which  his  right  hon.  friend  was 
|)Iaced ;  he  should  look  at  the  proposed 
l)lan  in  the  spirit  of  candour,  and  if  he 
troubled  the  House  more  at  length  at  a 
future  period^  it  would  not  be  until  he 
had  made  himself  acquainted  with  ail  the 
details. 

Mr.  lUrney  rose  to  assure  the  Comitoit- 
tee,  that  he  shared  most  sincerely  the  sen- 
timents just  uttered  by  the  last  speaker, 
and  that  he  would  enter  into  the  discus- 
sion with  the  same  motives.  To  him  this 
was  no  party  question ;  and  he  professed 
nJtttself  ready  to  give  the  right  hdh.  gcn- 
**««w»   every  assistMtte  m  hit  power. 
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in  the  ardnods  ta^  which  had  d^ohred 
open  him.    At  the  tame  tine,  be  wat 
compelled  to  own,  that  the  plan  just  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
somewhat  surprised  him :    he  bad  been 
indeed  led  to  expect  ah  extensive  and 
new  pfan  of  finance ;  but  considering  how 
eflen  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  re- 
commended the  most  strenuous  eSortM,  m 
order  to  raise  the  supplies  within  the  year, 
he  had  expected  to  be  called  upon  to  sap- 
port  him  in  the  unpopular  measure  of 
raising  new  taxes;  but  instead  of  that,  he 
found  himself  called  upon  to  suplK>rt  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  letting  loose  2D 
millions,  for  the  support  of  tbe  current  es* 
pences,  out  of  the  fand  accumulated  to 
discharge  the  arrears  of  anterior  expendi* 
tore.     It  appeared  to  him  that  the  ^ght 
hon.  gentleman  intended  to  do  away  al- 
together the  Act  of  1802,  by  Which  tbe 
Sinking  Fund  was  consolidated  ;  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  would  do  him  the  joiitce 
to  acknowledge  that  he  had  opposed  thai 
Act,  foreseeing  that  the  wanu  of  the  ccmui- 
try  might  one  day  or  other  make  it  in- 
convenient, That  moment  had  now  come; 
but  we  were  not  thereby  authorised  to 
wrest  from  the  creditor  of  the  fciate,  iroin 
those  men  who  had  purchased  Mock  shice 
that  Consolidation  Act,  tbe  additional  ie» 
curity  which  it  gave  them.     Accordi^ 
to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
every  stockholder  could  know  as  well  as 
the  minister  himself,  the  lime  at  which  tbe 
funds  he  held  in  his  hands  would  becofti^ 
redeemable,  and  he  knew  also  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  was  Hot  to  be  touched  ooli 
iu  revenue  exceeded  the  sum  of  four  mil- 
lions.   The  Consolidation  Act  of  180% 
gave  additional  advantages  to  the  lenders, 
inasmuch  as  by  it  they   knew  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  cduld  not  be  touched,  until, 
by  the  accumulation  of  interest,  tbe  whote 
of  the  debt  should  be  extinguished.     Pnt^ 
chase9  in  the  stocks  had  been  nude  m 
consequence  of  those  favourable  tero^, 
and  to  break  them  now  would  appear  to 
him  bordering  on  a  breach  of  public  faith. 
Another  disadvanUge  which  appe^r^  to 
him  to  attend  that  plan,  was  the  w^th  rff 
stability  in  the  system,  for  the  oAe  per 
cent,  applicable  to  the  redemptioii  of  £ix* 
cheouer  Bills,  and  the  additional  per  ceac 
on  the  new  loans,  specifically  appHcable 
likewise  to  their  gradual  discharge,  were 
to  be  provided  fer  by  a  yearly  grant. 
He  cdhfliideired  that  antici))ation  bf  a  pro- 
babfe  irote  of  the  Hotise  k  CoitaMlfa,  ili 
loo  preoMotv  <ttd  ihiider  to 
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bfttis  of  piri>Kc  credit.  BesHks*  tiMt  p«r 
eenUf  e  not  being  raised  by  taxes,  wo»M 
be  eoflsidbred  in  no  other  ligbt  favt  as  mi 
McivMe  of  tbe  lotns,  and  thus  we  shootd 
be  andoing  with  one  hand  what  we  at- 
tempted lo  do  with  the  other.  He  would 
not,  howtTer,  make  my  objection  to  the 
plan  at  present,  and  woold  only  say  one 
word  more  as  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  The 
n^ght  hen.  gentleman  had  stated  that  the 
imioant  of  that  fond  was  to  that  of  the 
National  Debt  as  one  to  forty^fewr ;  and 
that,  of  course,  even  with  the  supplies  he 
intended  to  draw  from  that  sontce,  the 
jpnblic  creditor  would  still  be  in  a  better 
sitQation,  than  after  the  passing  of  the 
8inkuM:  Fnnd  Consolidation  Act,  for,  in 
1 602,  tW  proportion  was  asone  to  seventy- 
ieren.  But  the  right  hem.  goAtleman  had 
ibrgotten  to  adrert  to  the  price  of  stocks, 
which  must  be  taken  into  consideration, 
as  greatly  altenng  tbe  proportioh,  and 
which  were  considerably  higher  at  the 
former  period  than  at  present.  He  would 
not  now  discuss  the  question,  but  reMrte 
it  for  future  consideration.  That  the 
right  hon  gentleman  meant  honestly  and 
fairly,  he  hiKi  no  doubt ;  but  be  coofd  not 
lielp  thinking  that  his  financial  reputa- 
tion, which  be  traly  represented  to  be  as 
dear  to  him  as  his  life,  was  in  considera- 
ble jeopardy.  He  hoped,  however,  that 
lie  would  hbve  a  good  deliverance ;  for  no 
man,  he  thooght,  could  stand  in  a  more 
•awkward  situation  at  the  bar  of  the  ^nan- 
cial  tribunal.  He  hoped  that  no  other 
proceedings  vrould  be  instituted  on  the 
aobject  before  Monday  se'nnight.  In- 
4deed^  was  he  not  aware  thdt,  from  a  seme 
of  public  necessity,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
tnan  could  not  further  delay  lo  submit  bb 
)ilan  to  the  House,  be  would  himself  have 
4)ropoBed  a  mbtt  remote  d%ty,  and,  In  the 
mean  time,  have  moved  fbr  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  take  the  state  Of  the  finances  of 
the  country  into  consideration,  and  report 
their  opinion  to  the  House ;  for  It  appear- 
td  to  him  difllcvih  that  the  Houile  should 
ipronomice  on  such  a  complicated  subject 
tvfthout  some  such  previous  enqotry.  If 
Hfiiaplan  Wet^  carried  into  effect,  h  struck 
liim  that  there  woidd  be  nothing  to  meet 
'llie  exponces  of  a  peaee  but  the  antml 
*tai:es,  namely,  those  on  land«ndmalt»  and 
the  Consolidated  -Fund.  What  proportion 
'thete  resources  would  bear  to  the'expence 
ana  exigencies  of  such  a  peace  as,  be 
was  afraid;  they  Vere  Kkely  to  make,  was 
'Worthy  of  the^onsideratron  of  tbe  legisla- 
Hwn,  %efere  Aey  ^weeded  to  aricbeme. 


which  would  impair  the  Snaking  Fund. 
It  was  pleasam  to  aay,  that,  for  four  years^ 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  additional 
uxes;  that  7  millions  would  be  saved  from 
tbe  Sinking  Fund,  and  that  Ukes  to  that 
amoont  would,  at  the  expiration  of  thM 
time,  bo  to  the  good.  But  he  did  not 
kn6w  this*  In  fact,  the  measure  might  so 
disgtst  pertons  (who  were  now  ready  to 
come  Ibrwarl  with  pecuniary  ataistanc* 
to  the  ata«e)  with  paniaaoentary  proceed- 
tngs  on  this  subject,  that  wbenlhey  want* 
ed  their  aid,  at  a  future  period,  they  would 
not  be  able  to  procure  it.  He  would  now 
sit  dk>wn,  assuring  the  right  hon.  gemlo- 
man,  that  in  the  rotirement  of  his  closet 
he  vrouM  endeavoQr  to  ditest  himself  of 
any  filing  of  hoMility  towards  the  plan 
wMchhad  been  sobmitted;  imd  woatd 
study  it,  tilt  his  better  judgment  should 
either  ccvivince  him  of  the  propriety  cf 
giving  it  hris  most  cordial  support,  or  of 
opposing  it,  as  prejudicial  to  the  credit  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Giddy  said,  the  plan  proposed  wat^ 
essentiaMy,  nothing  more  than  calling  on 
the  Sinking  Fund  to  bear  the  ^expences  of 
the  year.  The  best  effects,  moral  and  po* 
littcal,  had  been  producod  by  the  esta* 
blisliment  of  that  fund,  which,  he  #itt 
afhtid,  the  rtjght  'hon.  gentleman's  ay«ftem 
would  diminish,  by  altering  and  imparrrng 
it.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to 
think  that  we  might  now  have  recourse  td 
that  fund,  which  would  be  the  means  of 
rendering  additional  taxation  unnecessary 
for  some  yoars  ;  and  that,  at  a  future  pe* 
nod,  those  taxes  might  be  resorted  to*{br 
the  public  service.  He  vraa  sriraid,  that 
those  who  entertained  such  an  opmion 
^ould  be  deceived.  For,  after  the  public 
had  been  exempted  for  some  years  froift 
additional  burdens,  he  dnubted  whethor 
any  minister  would  be  found  hardy 
enough,  under  such  circumstances,  to  pro* 
pose  an  enlarged  system  of  taxation.  H^ 
would  abstain  from  farther  observation  at 
that  time,  and  conclude  with  saying,  thaft 
he  never  bad  heard  a  plfii  proposed  whidi 
had  given  him  so  much  pam. 

The  Ctamcdhr cf  ihe ExckequernaM, thKt 
the  leading  objection  of  the  right  hon. 
gettHtfman  (Mr.  Tremey)  was,  that  ttm 
plan  now  proposed  woOfd  overturn  tho 
•^tem  of  1802,  an  objection  coming  m>» 
ther  oddly  firom  that  rigtit  hon.  gentlemco^ 
who  had  constantly  expressed  his  disap- 
probation of  that  system,  and  contended 
that  it  was  inconvenient  and  impracti* 
cable. ,  Ho  mm,  bowefer,  argued  mttlte 
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stockholder  had  a  right  to  look  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  system,  and  to  complain 
if  it  should  be  altered.  He  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  £xche(]uer)  thought,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  stockholder  might, 
wiih  some  appearance  of  justice,  have  com- 
plained of  the  system  of  1802,  at  the  time 
ivhen  it  was  established,  because  it  intro- 
duced a  change,  which  might  then  have 
appeared  unfavourable  to  his  interests. 
No  complaint  was  however  made;  the 
stockholder  acquiesced  with  cbeerfulness 
and  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment. But  it  appeared  to  him  impossible 
that  he  could  make  any  complaint  now, 
when  the  intended  change  would  restore 
him  to  that  situation  in  which  he  would 
iiave  be^  placed,  if  all  the  loans  had 
been  raised  in  the  ordinary  manner,  and 
the  Act  of  1802  had  not  taken  place.  It 
was  now  proposed  to  appropriate  870,000/. 
a  year  immediately  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  such  a  grant  was  of  much  more  value 
than  the  speculation  of  a  possible  remote 
advantage. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated 
that  the  money  market  would  be  set 
afloat,  and  that  in  the  worst  way,  not  by 
any  fixed  and  permanent  plan.-  In  fact, 
the  plan,  when  once  established,  would  be 
as  fixed  and  permanent  as  any  other ;  and 
perhaps  less  liable  to  variation  than  the 
present  plan,  which  was  generally  allowed 
to  require  some  revision.  "  Every  stock- 
bolder/'  said  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
*'  knew  as  well  as  Mr.  Pitt  when  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  under  the  Act  of  1786  would  be 
limited.''  Every  stockholder  will,  under 
the  proposed  system,  know  as  well  as  the 
minister  what  the  am(fbnt  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  in  every  year  will  be,  and  may  form 
bis  speculations  with  as  much  certainty  as 
upon  the  plan  now  existing  or  any  other. 
AH  such  speculatiotis  must  be  in  their  na- 
ture uncertain,  because  the  prices  of  stock 
will  be  varied  by  circumstances  which 
cannot  be  foreseen ;  but  they  may,  under 
the  proposed  plan,  be  entered  into  witb  as 
much  security  as  their  own  nature  admits 
of.  He  trusted  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would,  when  he  should  come  to 
examine  the  plan  more  maturely,  find 
that  many  of  bis  objections  rested  upon  a 
misconception  of  it  With  respect  to  the 
time  when  it  should  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration, he  could  see  no  necessity  ^or 
postponing  the  consideration  of  it  beyond 
Monday  se'nnight.  In  the  interval  any 
gemleman  who  might  not  be  satisfied 
vith  the  information  wbicb  would  be  put 


into  bis  hands,  might  call  for  any  lurtber 
documents  which  he  might  thiak  neces- 
sary ;  and  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) would  be  happy  to  assist  in  pro- 
curing any  information  which  might  be 
desired.  If  it  should  then  appear  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  that  a  longer  period 
should  be  given  for  consideration,  he 
should  not  object  to  it ;  for  he  was  as  much 
impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject as  any  gentleman,  and  he  should  feel 
more  regret  than  any,  if  the  House  should 
come  to  a  hasty  decision,  becanse  he 
should  feel  himself  involved  ia  a  deeper 
responsibility.  But  it  certainly  appeared 
to  him,  perhaps  from  having  given  the 
plan  so  much  previous  consideration,  that 
a  few  days  would  be  sufficient  to  enable 
gentlemen  to  make  themselves  masters  of 
it.  To  him  it  was  particularly  recom- 
mended by  the  consideration  that  it  was 
equally  applicable  to  all  the  various  dr- 
cumstaiices  to  which  we  could  with  pro- 
bability look  forward.  It  was  not  limited 
to  a  particular  amount  of  expenditure; 
it  was  not  confined  to  a  state  of  war  or  of 
peace,  but  would  adapt  itself  to  every 
change  of  situation.  He  had  already 
pointed  out  its  efiects  in  time  of  war,  but 
had  omitted  to  mention  its  operation  ia 
time  of  peace.  In  that  event  he  consi- 
dered its  advantages  as  even  greater  than 
in  time  of  war,  and  superior  to  whatever 
had  been  attempted  in  any^measure  whick 
bad  been  proposed  to  parliament.  It  af- 
fof;ded  an  opportunity  of  keeping  at  the 
constant  disposal  of  parliament  the  means 
of  funding  a  large  sum,  to  the  extent,  if 
required,  of  100  millions  or  more,  ass 
resource  eventually  to  be  applied  in  case 
of  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  This  was  sack 
a  treasure  as  had  never  been  possessed 
either  by  this  country,  or  by  any  oiher ; 
and  could  not  fail  to  impress  upon  every 
foreign  power,  a  just  sense  of  the  value  of 
the  friendship  of  this  country,  and  of  the 
danger  of  provoking  its  hostility. 

With  respect  to  any  constitutional  jea- 
lousy which  might  be  naturally  excited  oa 
the  first  mention  of  such  a  fund,  it  shoald 
be  recollected  that  it  in  no  way  freed  the 
crown  from  the  control  of  parliament; 
that  it  was  a  treasure  strictly  parliamen- 
tary, and  which  could  only  be  touched 
by  the  authority  of  the  legislature. 

He  wished  only  to  add  one  word  with 
regard  to  the  anxiety  expressed  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  for  the  consolidated 
fund.  He  begged  to  assin-e  him  that  the 
eifect  of  the  proposed  plan  could  only  fai 
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to  strengthen  the  consolidated  fund  and 
not  to  impair  it.  He  feli  as  strongly  im- 
pressed as  the  right  hon.  gentleman"  with 
the  importance  of  supportmg  the  consoli- 
dated fund  ;  and  he  appealed  to  him  whe- 
ther he  had  not,  in  measures  in  which  he 
had' been  engaged,  proved  his  anxiety  on 
this  subject  more  strongly  than  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  himself  ever  had  an  op- 
portunity of  doing. 

Mr.  Baring  did  not  think  it  possible  to 
go  at  all  into  argument  on  this  subject, 
with  the  imperfect  information  which 
was  then  before  the  House.  But  the  mere 
stating  of  the  case  comprised  circumstances 
which  shocked  persons  who  were  anxious 
for  the  firm  state  of  public  credit,  and  for 
the  fair  situation  of  the  finances  of  the 
country.  They  could  not  hear  those  cir- 
cumstances stated,  without  expressing 
regret  and  surprise.  He  felt  considerable 
alarm  at  the  progress  this  plan  was  likely 
to  make ;  at  the  same  time  he  must  observe 
on  }he  subject  of  interfering  with  the 
linking  Fund,  that  a  period  might  come, 
when  it  would  be  necessary  to  interfere 
with  it,  even  if  the  new  system  had  not 
been  introduced.  The  circumstance  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  letting  loose  twenty 
millions  at  once,  at  the  disposal  of  govern- 
ment, rendered  gome  regulation  on  the 
subject  necessary  ;  but  there  was  a  great 
difterence  Wtween  that  regulation  which 
went  to  strengthen  the  fund,  and  that 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  weakening 
it.  In  making  aiiy  alteration,  they  must 
necessarily  look  to  the  state  of  £uro}ye  and 
of  the  world  at  the  time  the  alteration  was 
proposed.  They  must  consider  whether 
their  finances  had  been  productive  in  that 
year,  or  whether  the  national  expenditure 
liad  been  diminished.  They  must  exa- 
mine, whether,  for  a  year  or  two,  the  ex- 
penditure had  not  been  greatly  increased, 
and  whether,  in  addition  to  this,  they  did 
not  find,  from  the  price  of  the  public  funds, 
that  there  was  a  difficulty  in  raising  the 
supplies,  by  way  of  loan,  in  preference  to 
taxes.  Perhaps,  on  a  review  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, they  might  consider  the  pre- 
sent an  unfavourable  period  for  touching 
the  Sinking  Fund  at  all.  He  thoughtf*it 
was  desirable  that  the  public  should  be 
apprised  of  the  nature  of  the  plan  ;  its 
discussion,  in  hisopinion,  could  create  no 
immediate  effect  on  public  credit.  What 
the  measure  itself  would  produce  in  two  or 
three  years,  was  another  thing.  As  it  was 
intended  that,  in  the  present  year,  taxes 
to  the  amount  of  &70,000/.  should  be  ap- 


[II02 

propriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  would, 
of  course,  be  rather  increased  than  dimi- 
nished. Setting  aside  the  complicated 
statement  of  figures,  the  real  difference 
consisted  in  the  variation  between  the 
amount  of  taxes  under  the  new  plan,  viz. 
750,000/.  and  1,700,000/.  which  was  call- 
ed foi"  the  charges,  &c.  under  the  old 
plan.  The  new  system  would  not  create 
an  immediate  effect ;  but  he  called  on 
those  who  were  the  guardians  of  the  pub- 
lic finances  in  that  House,  to  consider  its 
operation  very  seriously.  For  his  own 
part  he  should  come  to  the  discussion  with 
a  calm  and  deliberate  mind  ;  and  he  was 
sure,  political  differences  being  laid  aside, 
the  House  would  have  but  one  object  in 
view — the  safety  and  security  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Lord  Castlcreagh  observed,  that  whatever 
were  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  plan,  be 
thought  no  expressions  should  have  been 
made  use  of,  tending  to  create  an  immediate 
effect  on  public  credit.  In  this  pointofview, 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
had,  in  his  opinion,  placed  the  question 
on  its  true  grounds,  and  corrected  the 
doubts  which  had  been  thrown  out,  in 
speeches  made  that  evening— he  was  con* 
vinced  that  those  by  whom  they  were 
delivered,  had  no  intention  of  producing 
any  unpleasant  feeling  in  (he  public 
mind  ;  but  still  what  had  been  observed, . 
if  it  had  gone  out  to  the  world,  unaccom- 
panied by  the  statement  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, who  spoke  last,  that  no  immediate 
effect  would  be  produced,  might  have 
done  mischief. 

Sir  John  Newport,  without  any  declared 
opposition  on  his  part  to  the  plan,  thought 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  committee  to 
examine,  in  the  most  minute  manner,  the 
resolutions,  with  respect  both  to  their  im- 
mediate and  futue  operration  on  the  finan- 
cial system  of  the  country. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  noticed  two  objections : 
first,  that  by  (his  proposed  plan  the  amount 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  would  eventually  be 
diminished,  and  the  funds  consequently 
reduced :  second,  he  hoped  that  no  unfair 
impression  would  go  abroad.  His  own  ge- 
neral opinion  was,  that  it  was  better  to 
pas^  a  prospective  measure  of  this  descrip- 
tion than  to  adopt  it  suddenly.  It  was 
not  enough  to  loolr  at  it  as  it  might  affect 
taxation,  but  its  future  operation  on  the 
stock  market  it  was  equally  important  to 
attend  to.  Another  point  was,  how  far  it 
was  consistent  with  the  public  faith  pledged 
in  1792^  and  the  Act  of  Parliameut  npoa 
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which  those  who  lent  thf  ir  mp«ey  to  the 
$t«te  relied  for  redemptiQH  at  a  particular 
period.  The  other  naio  ohfoftrtion  that 
occurred  to  biiD  ww,  the  effect  which  the 
procedeai  might  haf  e  i|i  ajKtcting  the  coa* 
nd«oce  cf  the  creditor  io  future.  At  pire« 
seiu  he  would  not  enter  farther  ioto  ihe 
•Qfcyect,  hat  reserve  himself  for  a  more 
minute  enquiry. 

The  Chtmccllor  qfikcEvchegueroiM^TYesi, 
that  hit  hofi.  friend  was  greatly  mistaken 
in  supposing  t^at  the  6'mking  Fund  would 
#«er  he  reduced  7  millions  below  its  pre- 
sent amount.  The  greatest  diminotipn 
would  in  ,fact  be  only  about  two  millions^ 
which  would  take  place,  in  the  course  of 
about  four  vears>  after  which  the  Sinking 
Fund  would  again  gradually  accumulate. 
He  again  contended  that  the  plan  was 
per&ctJy  consistent  with  good  faith 
towards  the  public  creditor.  Auy  idea  to 
the  contrary  could  only  arise,  as  most  of 
the  objections  made  jthat  evi^ing  bad 
done,  from  a  misconception  of  the  plan. 
The  faith  pledged  to  the  public  creditor 
was  that  of  an  adherence  to  th^  Act  of 
1192,  to  which  the  proposed  plan  was 
Strictty  conformable.'  That  act  required 
that  proviMon  should  be  made  for  the  re« 
demption  of  the  debt,  within  4^  years : 
the  different  plans  of  Mr.  Pitt,  of  lord  Sid- 
mouth,  and  of  lord  Linsdowne,  were  all 
founded  on  that  basis.  The  plan  now 
submitted  to  the  committee  not  only 
strictly  complied  with  this  condition,  but 
actually  made  provision  for  the  redemp- 
tien  of  the  debt  within  a  shorter  time 
than  the  laws  now  in  force.  It  was  there- 
fore capable  of  performing  more  than  the 
stockholder  had  a  right  to  look  to,  or  the 
public  to  expect.  > 

But  in  considering  the  case  of  the  stock- 
holder it  was  impossible  for  him  to  over- 
look that  great  and  numerous  body  of  the 
stockholders  to  whom  a  respite  of  four 
yaara  from  increasing  taxation  would  be 
more  valuable  than  to  almost  any  other 
class  in  the  community ;  they  comprised 
that  body  of  annuitants  who  drew  a  limited 
income  frem  the  funds,  which  formed  their 
aoie  subsifllen(}e«  They  had  not,  like 
most  other  classes  /of  man,  the  means  of 
incrtasing  their  income  by  their  industry, 
^r  of  giving  an  additional  value  to  their  pro- 
perty. On  such  persons  every  addition  of 
iaxatjon  fell  with  unmitigated  severity, 
snd  to  such  the  relief  to  be  obtained  from 
Abe  proposed  system  would  be  mofrt  sea- 
imnable  ^d  salutary.  He  trusted  and  be- 
iitfed  Ihtit  ijtwiwld  de  49  r^c^ir^  and 


felti  ai)d  that  the  blessings  of  thousands  of 
widows  and  orphans  would  be  poured 
down,  not  upon  him  for  aujpgeating  the 
plan,  but  upon  parliament  tor  aanction* 
iogit. 

!Some  conversatioi^  then  took  place 
across  the  table  as  to  the  repetition  now 
of  the  arguments  emploved  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  1802.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  admitted  that 
the  atockholder,  ailer  a  lapse  of  thirty 
years,  would  he  benefited,  but  until  that 
period  arrived  his  condition  would  be 
worse  after  the  adoption  of  this  plan  than 
before  it 

Mr.  TioT^  lamented  that  be  abosld 
not  live  to  enjoy  any  of  the  fruits  of  this 
noble  scheme,  since  the  advantages  were 
postponed  to  so  remote  a  period.  The 
ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  might  be  cimtent 
with  this  distant  view  of  the  promised 
laud,  but  for  his  part,  he  had  rather  ex- 
perience some  immediate  bene^tt. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  refc^rred 
to  the  inconvenience  that  might  resnlt 
from  paying  off*  the  whole  of  the  nattooal 
debt:  it  would  be  little  better  than  a  na- 
tional bankruptcy  ;  and  illiutrated  it  by 
referring  to  the  case  of  the  elector  of 
Saxony,  who  had  been  petitioned  by  a 
vast  number  of  persons  to  continue  to 
them  the  public  security  for  money  they 
could  not  otherwise  dispose  ef. 

The  Chairman  then  reported  progra«^ 
and  it  was  ordered  that  the  Report  ha 
taken  into  further  comideration  on  the 
15th. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

ThuTBdatf,  March  4. 

Petitions  respecting  the  Claims  or 
THE  Roman  Catholics.]  The  ^ri  of 
Moira  presented  a  petition  from  the  Ca- 
tholics of  the  county  of  Galway,  praying 
the  repeal  of  disabilities.  His  lordahip 
took  that  opportunity  (as  he  might  not  be 
present  at  tiie  discussion  of  the  queetioo) 
to  declare  his  opinion  that  the  removal 
of  these  disabilities  was  not  only  the 
wisest  and  most.politic,  but  also  the  only 
^afe  course  that  could  be  adopted. 

Earl  Gr^  presented  petitions  from  car* 
tain  Christians  at  Sheffield  and  its  neif^* 
bourbood,  and  from  the  Protestant  Dia- 
sentjirs  there,  praying  for  the  repeal  c^all 
disabilities  on  account  of  religious  opi* 
Jiions*  He  also  presented  a  petition  in 
favour  of  the  Catholic  Cairns,  from  t)ie 
port|9^  of  Ipawi^h,^aad  oya  .to  the  4Mf» 
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e&ot  from  the  inhabitants  of  Berwick- 
«ipon*Tweed.  With  respect  to  the  ]atter« 
his  lordship  observed,  that  a  petition  from 
the  corporation,  against  the  Catholic 
claims,  had  been  presented,  which  had 
been  agreed  to  at  a  meeting,  by  a  ma* 
jority  of  those  present ;  but  be  was  in* 
atrncted  to  state,  that  the  present  petition 
was  signed  by  80  of  4he  burgesses,  form- 
ing, in  fact,  a  majority  of  the  corporation. 

Lord  Holland  presented  a  petition  from 
the  Protestant  dissenting  ministers  of  the 
three  denominations  in  London  and  its 
▼icinity,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  all  dis« 
Abilities,  on  account  of  religious,  opinions. 
His  lordship  observed,  that  the  petitioners 
vrere  the  successors  of  those  persons  who 
iiad  so  materially  contributed  to  the  re- 
storation of  Charles  the  2nd,  and  of  those, 
who,  .at  a  later  period,  had  consented  to 
acts,  which  involved  the  sacrifice  of  their 
4dwn  privileges,  with  the  most  disinterested 
View'of  supporting  the  House  of  Hanover. 
Their  petitions  upon  the  present  occasion 
had  been  accelerated  in  consequence  of 
what  had  been  stated  by  rieht  reverend 
prelates  and  other  lords,  that  petitions 
which  they  presented  against  the  Catholic 
claims  had  been  signed  by  Protestant  dis- 
senting ministers  and  Protestant  dissenters. 
They  were  therefore  anxious  tp  make 
known  their  sentiments  in  favour  of  gene- 
ral religious  liberty,  that  it  might  not  be 
adpposed  that  they  participated  in  the 
opinions  of  a  contrary  description  thus 
stated  to  have  been  expressed  by  others. 

The  Earl  of  Emux  presented  a  petition 
in  favour  of  the  Catholic  claims,  from  the 
nobility,  gentry,  and  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Flint, 

Lord  Kcnyon  adverted  to  the  petition  al- 
ready presented,  which  had  been  agreed 
upon  at  a  county  meeting  of  FlintsMjrt, 
with  only  two  dissentient  voices^  and 
stated  that,  subsequently,  with  a  view  to 
obtain  this  counter  petition,  the  greatest 
exertions  had  been  used  by  the  agents  of 
earl  Grosvenor  to  procure  the  ngnatures 
,  to  it  of  persons  defMindent  upon  his  lord- 
ship and  in  his  employ.  They  had  for 
^  this  purpose  resorted  to  threats,  and  in 
particular  two  individuals  had  been  threat- 
ened with  being  turned  out  of  their  farms, 
and  dismissed  from  his  lordship's  employ, 
if  they  did  not  sign  the  petition. 

The  Earl  ofEuex  said,  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  circumstances  alluded  to  by  the 
noble  lord.  The  petition  bad  been  hand- 
Ad  to  him,  the  noble  earl  alluded  to  not 
beins  able  to  attend. 

(VOL.XXIV.) 


Lor^  Kenyan  stated,  that  he  had  inti- 
mated to  earl  Grosvenor  bis  intention  of 
statinff  the  facts  connected  with  the  man- 
ner of  obtaining  signatures  to  this  peti- 
tieni  if  that  noble  earl  should  present  it. 
He  disclaimed  any  intention  of  imputing 
to  the  noble  earl  who  now  presented  the 
petition,  any  knowledge  of  the  circum* 
stances  to  which  he  had  aHuded. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday^  March  4. 

Tab  PaiNCfiss  of  Wales.]  Public  ex- 
pectation probably  never  rose  so  high  as 
on  this  evening,  io^  consequence  of  the 
expected  discussion  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  subject  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales's  Letter,  and  the  explanation  which 
was  naturally  looked  for.  An  immense 
crowd  assembled  in  the  avenues  of  the 
House,  and  the  gallery  door  not  being 
opened  till  five  o'clock,  after  two  ballots 
had  been  gone  through,  there  was  ample 
time  for  the  crowd  to  accumulate.  The 
Gallery,  on  its  being  opened,  was  imme- 
diately filled,  and  great  numbers,  dis- 
appointed of  admission,  were  compelled 
reluctantly  to  take  their  departure. 

It  had  been  rumoured  for  two  or  three 
days  previously,  that  the  bringing  in  the 
question  relative  to  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
would  be  the  signal  for  some  member  to 
move  the  staixding  order  for  the  exclusion 
of  strangers.  It  was  doubted,  however, 
whether  any  member  would  execute  so 
unwelcome  a  task.  Events  proved  this 
rumour  to  be  well  founded,  and  Mr. 
Lygon  was  the  member  who  volunteered 
his  services  to  close  the  doors.  A  great 
number  of  peers  were  below  the  bar  anxi- 
ous to  bear  the  discussion,  who  of  course 
were,  equally  with  'other  strangers,,  com- 
pelled to  quit  the  House.  In  consequence 
of  the  sitting  being  thus  rendered  secret, 
Mr.  Bennet  moved  an  adjournment,  upon 
which  the  House  divided.  Ayes  130; 
Noes,  248.  Majority,  109.  The  adjourn- 
ment being  thus  negatived, 

Mr.  Cockrime  Johnstone  rose  and  said, 
that  as  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had 
cleared  the  gallery,  he  should  not  bring 
forward  his  motion  that  night,  but  reserve 
to  himself  the  right  of  renewing  it  on  any 
future  o<!ca8ion.  < 

Mr.  Igfgon  said,  that  whenever  the  hon. 
gentleman  did  renew  his  motion^  he 
should  feel  it  to  be  his  doty  again  to  inove 
the  standing  order  for  clearing  the  gallery. 

Mr.  fVynn  wished  \o  be  informed  by 

(4B) 
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his  Majesty's  ministeri,  whether  it  wu 
their  intention  to  bring  forward  any  mo- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  Letter  ad- 
dressed by  hef*  royal  hightaess  the  Prin- 
t:ess  of  Wales  lo  the  Speaker,  and  which 
had  been  coriimunicated  to  th^  HoQsie  ? 

Lor&'Castltreagh  said,  it  Was  his  inten<^ 
iion  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  opporta* 
nity  to  give  sach  explanations  as  his  duty 
required  from  him.  It  would  not,  how- 
ever, be  taking  a  fair  part  towaifds  her 
Royal  Highness^  if  af^er  throwing  herself 
on  the  House  as  she  bad  done,  he  should 
6riginate  any  question.  It  was  a  singular 
ftitufttion  in  which  her  Petition  stood,  if 
there  was  no  individual  in  the  House  to 
^)rplaih  the  nature  bf  her  complaint,  and 
to  propose  some  remedy  for  it.  If  anT 
}>erson  was  prepared  to  com%  forward, 
then  it  Would  be  (br  the  House  lo  deter- 
ittilne  what  cburse  it  Was  most  proper  ft>r 
it  to  ptir^u^.    H«  was  certainly  the  last 

f>erson  Wh6  could  be  charged  with  thttt 
ask,  but  he  shiduid  have  no  reluctance  to 
i^xpiain  such  tnattets  as  his  dnty  would 
Jillow  him  to  speak  of  on  a  proper  occasion. 
Mr.  fmthttQd  ^id,  he  was  surprise 
(hat  the  nbble  lord  did  not,  on  thr  day 
the  Letter  from  the  Princess  of  Wat6s  was 
tead  to  the  House,  give  notiiCe  of  some 
thotioo  on  to  important  a  proceeding;  tt 
/tvas  due  to  her  Royal  Highness,  to  th^ 
House,  and  h>  the  public,  that  some  in- 
vestigation shoo  Id  follow  such  an  appeal 
as  had  been  made  to  them.  No  similar 
Application  was  «ver  placed  on  the  table 
"without  sKMnfe  proteedhig  suitable  to  its 
degree  of  imponan/oe.  He  did  not  know 
that  the  noble  lord,  or  the  Speaker,  were 
(Called  to  that  council,  till  he  read  the 
Pilot  Newspaper  of  that  evening,  contain- 
ing What  was  said  to  be  the  Report  al- 
Tuded  16  hi  the  Letter  of  the  Princess  of 
Watts,  and  signed  by  22  members  of  the 
X6nhcil.  The  House,  in  his  opinion,  could 
hoi  be  SatisiS^d  withodt  further  explana- 
thm  ;  and  it  was  tb^  duty  of  ministers,  iti 
Hha  first  instance,  to  have  moved  for  an 
authentic  copy  iof  the  Report  that  was 
agreed  to^.  It  was  also  right  that  the 
ffi"  ■-■■'•■ '        '        ■  ,   .  .1 1    ■■  - — i^ — i — 

*  The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  satU 
JleportJ 

^BPORT,  ice.  TO   His  Royal  HiautiEM 
THB  PatMCB  RBoaKT.-^/v?6nMttry  }dl3* 

The  foltowtng  Members  of  hi^  Majet«> 
tjr's  mdsl  honourable  Privy  Oouneil,  vit. 

Bis  grace  the  archbishob  of  Cant^- 
k0rj^,  th6>i|;bt  ^m.  (he  U$xi  Hi|bPbao- 
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House  should  know  what  was  referred  hy 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  iIm 
comicil,  as  tba  foundation  of  their  Refort* 
whether  it  was  the  Report  of  li06,  or  the 
Minute  of  Council  of  1807,  signed  by  fc>rd 
Eldon,  the  noble  lord,  and  the  meaiber 
for  Liverpool,  (Mr.  Canning)  in  which  her 
Royal  Highness  was  declared  lo  be  vrhoH j 
innocent.  If  the  Report  contansed  in  the 
Pilot  paper  was  correctly  given^  h€  coo* 
curred  whh  her  Royal  Htghaiesi,  that 
aspersions  were  cast  upon  her  which  tend- 
ed to  the  insecarity  •f  the  state.  Far 
there  certstMy  was  aae  passage,  so  asK 
biguoosly  worded>  that  an  inference  might 
be  drawn  firom  h,  that  her  Royal  Higfancsa 
had  been  gailty  of  great  miscondoct; 
whilst  it  also  might  bear  the  constractioa, 
that  she  was  no  farther  blamable  than  for 
stich  thinjM  as  Alight  be  coasideied  bat 
trifling  omices.  Under  this  impreasias 
he  again  said  it  became  the  noble  lanl  ta 
ftiof e  for  the  Report  The  transactioni 
ought  not  to  be  kept  secret.  Hte  wan  net* 
ther  the  adviser  or  counsellor  of  her  Rorti 
Higtiness,  but  it  should  be  seen  whethar 
or  not  the  noble  lord  had  not  been  both  bar 
acqaitter  and  accuser. 

Lord  CtMleredgh  replied,  that  he  wonM 
i)ot  consent  to  be  put  en  hiif  defonce  for 
any  petition,  or  to  give  any  explanationt, 
if  no  individual  thought  proper  to  sabaHt 
a  motion  open  It.  U  was  hia  doty  at  a 
privy  (Counsellor  not  ta  dischwe  tkeiecrcts 
of  the  council  without  the  permiasiNMi  of 
thi^  Croiwn^^^nothing  ehoald  indace  him  to 
swerve  from  hts  eoui^e  of  duty ;  bat  at 
the  satne  tima  he  wa^ld  say,  that  be  had 
given  no  advice  which  he  was  not  wilttaf 
to  avow  and  to  defend.  If  the  horn  meos* 
ber  bad  read' the  Report,  he  woald  find  it 
was  not  open  «o  the  construction  pnt  opan 
ii*  The  question  for  the  consideratiott  •( 
th^  council  was  not  one  of  charge*  t»«t 
one  relating  to  regulationB  oiid«r  wMt^ 
her  Royal  Highness  was  t»  be  allowed  to 
iee  her  daughter. 

Mr.  Wkkbftad  th^n  read  tb«  Repast, 
and  said  the  puMic  were  ignorant  ov  all 
the  circumstances  which  had  indaeed  tfao 


eel  lor,  his  grace  the  archbishop  of  Yorltf 
hh  grace  the  U*rd  Pviwate  of  Ireland,  tfate 
Lord  President  of  the  trouncil,  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  the  earl  6f  Bnck^gfaatfiailira, 
the  eatl  Bathurst,  thf-earl  ol  t^iverpoioly  tha 
earl  of  MufgraVe,  the  vrseount  Melvilla, 
the  discount  Siditioath,  the  viscount  Caa- 
tlereagh,  therijjht  bon.  the  lord  bishop  ^ 
hfiuioa,  the  ri|;ht  hoja.  ford  filteftboW>l|># 
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«M]ocH  to  main  snob  a  R&ptfH.  Was  the 
Bepoit  ef  l$06  relerred  to,  to  refresh  the 
neiDory  of  those  w^io^ere  in  the  old  cabi- 
Bet,  or  thai  of  I $07,  to  giro  inforinatioii 
to  the  present  ministers  ?  It  should  be  re- 


lord  chief  justice  of  the  Coort  of  Kingr^s 
bench ;  the  right  hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  right  hon.  the 
CbanceHor  of  the  Exehe<|uer«  the  right 
hon.  the  Chaaceilor  of  the  Duchy,  his  ho- 
nour the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  right 
hon.  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,*  the  right  hon.  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
the  right  bon.  the  Judge  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty,  the  right  hon.  the 
Bean  of  the  Arches.  Having  been  sum- 
moned by  command  of  yoor  Royal  High- 
ness,  on  the  19th  of  February  1813,  to 
meet  at  the  office  of  riscount  Sidraouth, 
jecretary  of  state  for  the  home  department, 
a  communication  was  made  by  his  lordship 
to  the  lords  then  present  in  the  following 
lertns:-^ 

"  My  lords;  I  have  it  in  command  from 
llis  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent^  to 
acquaint  your  lordships,  that  a  copy  of  a 
Letter  from  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  the 
Prince  Regent  having  appeared  in  a  pub- 
lic paper,  which  Letter  refers  to  the  pro- 
ceedings that  took  place  in  an  inquiry  in- 
stituted by  command  of  his^Msjesty,  in 
4he  year  J  800,  and  contains,  among  other 
mattera,  eertain  animadversions  upon  the 
wanner  in  which  the  Prince  Regent  has 
exercised  his  undoubted  right  of  regula- 
ting the  conduct  and  education  of  his 
daughter  the  Princess  Charlotte;  and  his 
Royal  Highness  having  taken  into  his  con^ 
sideration  the  said  Letter  so  published,  and 
adverting  to  the  directions  heretofore  given 
by  his  Majesty,  that  the  documents  rela- 
ting to  the  said  inquiry  should  be  sealed 
np,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's principal  secretary  of  state;  in  order 
that  his  Majesty's  government  should  pos- 
eess  the  means  of  restoring  to  them  if  ne- 
oessary;  his  Royal  Highness  has  I!  been 
pleased  to  direct,  that  the  said  Letter  of 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  the  whole  of 
the  said  documems,  together  with  the  co- 
pies of  other  letters  and  papers,  of  which  a 
schedule  is  annexed,  should  be  referred  to 
your  lordships,  being  members  of  his  Ma- 

*  The  Chief  Justice  of  theCoort  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  was  prevented  by  indisposition 
from  attending,  daring  any  pstrt  of  these 
prooe^ings. 
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membered  that  her  Royal  Highness  had 
no  privy  council,  no  members  of  parlia- 
ment at  her  command.  But  if  no  uthtf 
otember  would  submit  a  motion  to  the 
House  on  her  petition,  he  i^oold  do  8o« 
"  >  I   '  .      Ill  I  1     'I 

jesty's  most  honourable  privy  council,  for 
yoor  consideration ;  and  that  you  should 
report  "to  his  Royal  Highness  your  opi- 
nion, whether,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  it  be  fit  and  proper  that  the 
intercourse  between  the  Princess  ol'Waloe 
and  her  daughter,  the  Princess  Charlotte, 
should  continue  to  be  sobiject  to  regulaiioa 
and  restraint  :—*'' 

Their  lordships  adgonmed  their  meetings 
to  Tuesday  the  23d  February  $  and  the  ia- 
termediate  days  having  been  employed  iq 
perusing  the  documents  referred  to  them^ 
by  command  of  yoor  Royal  Highness,  they 
proceeded  on  that  and  the  following  day 
to  ibe  further  coasideration  of  the  said  do- 
cuments, and  have  agreed  to  report  to  your 
Royal  Highness  as  follows  :•«« 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  your 
Royal  Highness,  we  have  taken  into  our 
most  serious  consideration  the  Letter  from 
her  royal  highness  the  Prineess  of  Wales 
to  your  Royal  Highness,  which  has  ap- 
peared in  the  public  papers,  and  has  been 
referred  to  us  by  your  Royal  Highness,  in 
which  letter  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
amongst  other  matters,  complains  that  the 
intercourse  between  her  Royal  Highness 
and  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte, has  been  subjected  to  certain  restri<^- 
tions. 

We  have  also  taken  into  our  most  se- 
rious consideration,  together  with  the 
other  papers  referred  to  us  by  your  Royal 
Highness,  all  the  documents  relative  to  the 
Inquiry  instituted  in  1806,  by  command 
of.  his  Majesty,  into  the  truth  of  certain 
representations,  respecting  the  conduct  of 
her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
which  appears  to  have  been  pressed  upon 
the  attention  of  yom*  Royal  Highness,  and 
to  have  been  transmittod  by  your  Royal 
Highness,  in' consequence  of  the  advice  of 
lord  Thurlow,  and  upon  grounds  of  public 
duty,  to  his  Majesty's  confidential  ser- 
vants, by  whom  they  were  submitted  to 
his  Majesty's  consideration.  And  yoor 
Royal  Highness  having  been  graciously- 
pleased  to  command  us  to  report  our  opi- 
nions to  your  Royal  Highness,  whethisr, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it 
be  fit  and  proper,  that  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Princess  of  Wales  and  her 
daughter,  th^  Princess  Charlottei  diooM 
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though  this  wa9  pceiiHarty  the  duty  of  the , 
nbble  lord.  It  wai  sufl&cient  for  a  mem* 
ber  of  parliament  in  his  common  capacity, 
to  say  he  wouM  w«tt  and  giro  his  opi^ 
nion,  but  soch  was  not  the  doty  of  the 
noble  lord  as  a  minister  of  the  crown  in 
that  House  in  s^ch  a  case. 

Lord  CasUereagh  would  still  persevere  in 
refusing  to  answer  any  questions  arising 

continue  to  be  subject  to  regulation  and 
restraint— 

We  beg  leave  hnmbly  to  report  to  your 
Royal  Highness;  that  after  a  full  examina- 
tion of  all  the  documents  before  us»  we  are 
of  opinion^  that  ooder  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case»  it  is  highly  fit  and  pro- 
per, with  a  riew  to  the  welfare  of  ber 
royal  highness  the  Princess  Charlotte,  in 
which  are  equally  involfed  the  happinea^ 
of  your  Royal  Highness  in  your  parental 
and  royal  character,  and  the  most  impor- 
tant interests  of  the  state,  that  the  inter- 
course between  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales  and  her  royal  highness 
the  Princess  Charlotte,  should  continue  to 
be  subject  to  regulation  ^d  restraint. 

We  humbly  trust  that  we  may  be  per- 
mitted, without  being  thought  to  exceed 
the  limits  of  the  duty  imposed  on  us,  re- 
spectfully to  express  the  just  sense  we  en- 
tertain of  the  motires  by  which  your  Royal 
Highness  has  been  actuated  in  the  post- 
ponementofthe  Confirmation  of  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  Charlotte,  as  it  ap- 
pears, by  a  statement  under  the  hand  of 
her  majesty  the  Queen,  that  your  Royal 
Highness  has  conformed  in  this  respect 
to  the  declared  will  of  his  Majesty,  who 
had  been  pleased  to  direct,  that  such  cere- 
mony should  not  uke  place  till  her  Royal 
Highness  should  have  completed  her  18th 
year. 

We  also  humbly  trust  that  we  may  be 
further  permiued  to  notice  some  expres- 
sioQs  in  the  Letter  of  her  royal  highness 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  which  may  possibly 
be  construed  as  implying  a  charge  of  too 
serious  a  nature  to  be  passed  over  without 
observation.  We  refer  to  the  words — 
''  suborned  traducers.^'  As  this  expres- 
sion, from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  intro- 
duced, may,  perhaps,  be  liable  to  be  un- 
derstood (however  impossible  it  may  be  to 
suppose  that  it  can  have  been  somtended), 
to  have  reference  to  some  part  of  the  con- 
duct of  your  Royal  Highness,  we  feel  it 
our  bounden  duty  not  to  omit  this  oppor- 
tunity of  declaring  that  the  documents  laid 
before  us  aiTord  the  most  ample  proof,  that 
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ottt  of  a  statement  found  in  a  public  news- 
paper, nor  would  he  have  said  so  moch»  had 
it  not  been  endeavoured  to  impute  inten- 
tions to  the  government  which  they  never 
formed. 

Mr.  WkUbread  was  not  calling  in  ques- 
tion the  intentions  but  the  acts  of  ministers 
—their  intentions  he  did  not  know. 

Lord  Sianley  asked  whether  it  was  tlie 

there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for 
such  an  aspersion. 

(Signed) 

C.  CaNTUAR'  SrDMOUTH, 

Eldon,  Castlekbach, 

£.  Ebor'  J.  London, 

W.  Armagh,  ELLfiNBoaovca^ 

HARROiyBT,  P.  C.  Chas.  Abbot, 
Wbstmorbland,  C.  p.  S.  N.  Vansittart, 

Buckinghamshire,  C.  Bathurst, 

Batburst,  W.  Grant, 

Liverpool,  .A.  Macdonalb^ 

MuLGRAVE,  W.  Scott, 

Melville,  J.  Nicroll. 

(A  true  Copy)       Sidmoutu. 

The  following  are  the  Documents  re- 
ferred to  in  the  preceding  Report : 

Letter  addressed  by  Her  Royal  High- 
ness the  Primcess  of  Wales,  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  dated  Montagua 
House,  January  14, 1313. 
Sir;  it  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I 
presume  to  obtrude  myself  upon  your 
Royal  Highness,  and  to  solicit  your  atten- 
tion to  matters  which  may,  at  first,  appear 
rather  of  a  personal  than  a  public  nature. 
If  I  could  think  them  so—if  they  re- 
lated merely  to  myself— I  should  abstain 
from  proceedings  wMch- might  o^ive  oo« 
easiness,  or  interrupt 'the  more 'weighty 
occupations  of  your  Royal  Highnesses 
time.  I  should  continue,  in  silence  and  re- 
tirement, to  lead  the  life  which  has  been 
prescribed  to  me,  and  cq[nsole  myself  for 
the  loss  of  that  society  and  those  domestit 
comforts  to  which  I  have  so  long  been  a 
stranger,  by  the  reflection  that  it  has  been 
deemed  proper  I  should  be  afflicted  with- 
out any  fault  of  my  own — and  that  your 
Royal  Highness  knows  it. 

But,  Sir,  there  are  considerations  of  a 
higher  nature  than  any  regard  to  my  own 
happiness,  which  render  this  address  a 
duty  both  to  myself  and  my  daughter. 
May  I  venture  to  say — a  duty  also  to  my 
husband,  and  the  people  coouniued  to 
his  care  ?  There  is  a  point  beyond  which 
a  guiltless  woman  cannot  with  safety  cany 
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inlentton  of  ministerB  tb  take  any  other 
aotice  of  the  Letter,  addressed  to  the 
Speaker  of  that  House  by  tha  Princess  of 
Wales? 


her  forbearance.  If  her  honoar  is  invaded, 
the  defence  of  her  reputation  is  no  longer 
a  matter  of  choice ;  and  it  signifies  not 
whether  the  attack  be  made  openly^  man- 
fally^  and  directly — or  by  secret  insinoa* 
tion»  and  by  holding  such  conduct  to- 
wards her  as  countenances  all  the  suspi- 
cions that  malice  can  suggest.  If  these 
ought  to  be  the  feelings  of  every  woman 
in  England  who  is  conscious  that  she  de- 
•erves  no  reproach,  your  Royal  Highness 
has  too  sound  a  judgment,  and  too  nice  a 
sense  of  honour,  not  to  perceive,  how 
much  more  justly  they  belong  to  the  mo- 
ther of  your  daughter*— the  mother  of  her 
who  Ms  destined;  I  trust  at  a  very  distant 
period,  to  reign  over  the  British  empire. 

It  may  be  known  to  your  Royal  High- 
ness that  during  the  continuance  of  the 
restrictions  upon  your  royal  authority,  I 
purposely  refrained  from  making  any  re- 
presentations which  might  then  augment 
the  painful  difficulties  of  your  exalted 
atation.  At  the  expiration  of  the  restric- 
tions I  still  was  inclined  to  delay  taking 
this  step,  in  the  hope  that  I  might  owe  the 
redress  I  sought  tb  your  gracious  and  un- 
solicited icondescension;  I  have  waited, 
in  the  fond  indulgence  of  this  expectation, 
until,  to  my  inexpressible  mortification,  I 
find  that  my  unwillingness  to  complain, 
has  only  produced  fresh  grounds  of  com 
plaint;  and  I  am  at  length  compelled, 
either  to  abandon  all  regard  for  the  two 
dearest  objects  which  I  possess  on  earth, 
mine  own  honour,  and  my  beloved  child, 
or  to  throw  myself  at  the  feet  of  your 
Royal  Highness  as  the  natural  protector 
of  both. 

I  presume.  Sir,  to  represent  to  your 
Royal  Highness,  that  the  separation,  which 
every  succeeding  month  is. making  wider, 
of  the  mother  and  the  daughter,  is  equally 
injurious  to  my  character  and  to  her  edu- 
cation. 1  say  nothing  of  the  deep  wounds 
which  so  cruel  an  arrangement  inflicts 
upon  my  feelings,  although  I  would  fain 
hope  that  few  persons  will  be  found  of  a 
disposition  t^  think  lightly  of  these.  To 
•ee  myself  cut  off  from  one  of  the  very 
few  domestic  enjoyments  left  me— cer- 
tainly the  only  one  upon  which  I  set  any 
▼alue,  the  society  of  my  child— -involves 
me  in  such  misery,  as  I  well  know  your 
Boyal  Highness  could  never  inflict  upon 
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Lord  dastUreagk  said,  that  whene^ver 
any  intention  of  that  nature  was  entertain- 
ed by  the  Prince  Regent*s  ministers,  doa 
notice  would  be  given  of  it. 

me  if  you  were  aware^  of  its  bittemesa. 
Our  intercourse  has  been  gradually  dimi- 
nished. A  single  interview  weekly  seemed 
sufficiently  hard  allowance  for  a  mother's 
affections— That,  however,  was  reduced  ta 
our  meeting  once  a  fortnight ;  and  I  now 
learn  that  even  this  most  rigorous  inter* 
diction  is  to  be  still  more  rigidly  en- 
forced. 

But  while  I  d6  not  venture  to  intrude 
my  feelings  as  a  mother  upon  your  Royal 
Highnesses  notice,  I  must  be  allowed  ta 
say,  that  in  the  eyes  of  an  observing  and 
jealous  world,  this  separation  of  a  daughter 
from  her  mother  will  only  admit  of  bne^ 
construction— a  construction  fatal  to  the 
mother's  reputation.  Your  Royal  High- 
ness will  also  pardon  me  for  adding,  that 
there  is  no  less  inconsistency  than/  injus- 
tice in  this  treatment.^He  who  dares  ad- 
vise your  Royal  Highness  to  overlook  the 
evidence  of  my  innocence,  and  disregard 
the  sentence  of  complete  acquittal  which 
it  produced— or  is^  wicked  and  false  enough 
still  to  whisper  suspicions  in  your  ear,  be- 
trays his  duty  to  you.  Sir,  to  vour 
daughter,  and  to  your  people,  if  he 
counsels  you  to  permit  a  day  to  pass 
without  a  further  investigation  of  my  con- 
duct, I  know  that  no  such  calumniator 
will  venture  to  recommend  a  measure 
which  must  speedily  end  in  his  utter 
confusion.  Then  let  me  implore  you  to 
reflect  on  the  situation  in  which  I  am 
placed ;  without  the  shadow  of  a  charge 
against  me— without  even  an  accuser — 
after  an  enquiry  that  led  to  my  ample  vin- 
dication—yet treated  as  if  1  were  still 
more  culpable  than  the  perjuries  of  my 
suborned  traducers  represented  me,  and 
held  up  to  the  world  as  a  mother  who  > 
may  not  enjoy  the  society  of  her  only 
child. 

The  feelings.  Sir,  which  are  natural  to 
my  unexampled  situation,  might  justify 
me  in  the  gracious  judgment  of  your 
Royal  Highness,  had  I  no  other  motives 
for  addressing  you  but  such  as  relate  to 
myself.  But  I  will  not  disguise  from 
your  Royal  Highness  what  I  cannot  for  a 
moment  conceal  firom  myself,  that  the  se- 
rious, and  it  soon  may  be,  the  irreparable 
ipjory  which  my  d&ughter  sustains  from 
the  plan  at  present  pursued,  has  done 
more  in  overcoming  my  reluctance  to  ini- 
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Lord  Mikom  thought  it  the  boonden 
d4ity  of  niomten  to  tBk«  op  the  boaineoi, 
which  WM  of  the  greatest  importoiice  in 
every  point  of  viewt  and  net  of  io  trivial  a 
natere  aa  the  nob4e  lord  a£fected  to  cenai* 
dier  it. 


trade  epoa  yoar  Royal  Higbnestf  than 
«ny  feffiuriBgs  of  my  own  coald  acoom* 
pliih ;  and  if  for  her  aake  I  prettuDe  to 
call  away  yoor  Royal  Highnett's  atten* 
tion  to  the  other  caret  of  your  exalted 
atation,  1  ftel  confident  I  am  not  claiming 
it  for  a  matter  of  inferior  importance 
either  to  yotmelf  or  yoor  people. 

The  powers  with  which  the  constitution 
«f  these  realms  ^esU  yoar  Royal  Highness 
kk  the  regulation  of  the  royal  family,  I 
know,  because  I  am  so  advised,  are  ample 
and  unquestionable.  My  appeal.  Sir,  is 
■lade  10  your  excellent  sense  and  liberali^ 
of  "mind  in  the  exercise  of  those  powers : 
«nd  I  willingly  hope  that  your  parental 
feelings  will  lead  you  to  excuse  the 
•nxiety  of  mine  lor  impelling  me  to  re- 
present the  unhappy  consequenoes  which 
the  present  system  must  entail  upon  our 
beloved  child. 

Is  it  possible.  Sir,  that  any  one  can 
bave  attempted  to  persuade  yoor  Royal 
Highness,  that  her  character  will  not  be 
iBJored  by  the  perpetual  violence  ofiared 
to  her  strongest  aeections— the  studied 
eare  taken  to  estrange  her  from  my  so* 
ciety,  and  even  to  interrupt  all  communi* 
cation  between  us  ?  That  her  love  to  me, 
vrith  whom,  by  his  Majesty's  wisa  and 
gracious  arrangements,  she  passed  the 
years  of  her  infancy  and  childhood,  never 
can  be  extinsuished,  I  well  know,  and  the 
knowledge  of  it  forms  the  greatest  blessing 
of  my  existence. 

But  let  me  implore  your  Rojral  High* 
ness  to  reflect  how  inevkably  all  attempts 
to  abate  this  attachment,  by  forcibly  sepa- 
rating us,  if  they  succeed,  must  injure  my 
child  s  pr'mciples — if  they  fail,  must  de- 
stroy her  happiness. 

The  plan  of  excluding  my  daughter 
from  all  intercourse  with  the  world,  appears 
to  my  humble  judgment  peculiarly  unfor- 
tunate. She  who  is  destined  to  be  the 
aovereign  of  this  great  country,  enjoys 
none  of  those  advantages  of  society  which 
are  deemed  necessary  for  imparting  a 
knowledge  of  mankind  to  persons  who 
have  infinitely  less  occasion  to  learn  that 
impoKant  lesson :  and  it  may  so  happen, 
by  a  chance  which  I  trust  is  very  remote^ 
that  she  should  be  called  upon  to  exeroite 


Mr.  Bmnti  dedaicd,  that  wfceaaver  tbe 
gallery  was  cleared,  he  should  peraist  ift 
moving,  an  adjournment;  and  he  now 
again  moved  that  the  House  should  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Yorke  expressed  his  regret  tbi^  the 

the  powers  of  the  crown,  with  an  expa» 
rience  of  the  world  more  confined  tha« 
that  of  the  most  private  individual.  To 
the  extraordinary  talents  with  which  she 
is  blessed,  and  which  accompany  a  dispo- 
sition so  singularly  amiable,  frank,  and 
decided,  I  willingly  trust  much  J  but  be- 
yond a  certain  point  the  greatest  aatural 
endowments  cannot  struggle  against  the 
disadvantages  of  circumstances  and  aitoa- 
tion.  It  is  my  earnest  prayer,  for  her  own 
sake  as  well  as  her  country's,  that  your 
Royal  Highness  may  be  indo^  to  pause 
before  this  pcuot  be  reached. 

Those  who  have  advised  you,  8ir,  to  dc* 
lay  so  long  the  period  of  my  dauflhier's 
commencing  her  intercourse  wiib  the 
world,  and  for  that  purpose  to  nsake 
Windsor  her  residence,  appear  net  lo 
have  regarded  Ihe  interruptioDS  to  bar 
education  which  this  arrangement  occa- 
sions ;  both  by  the  imoessibility  of  ob- 
taining the  attendance  of  proper  teachers, 
and  the  time  unavoidably  consumed  in 
the  firequent  journies  to  town,  which  she 
most  make,  unless  she  is  to  be  secluded 
from  all  intercourse,  even^thyoor  Royal 
Highness  and  the  rest  of  the  royal  fomily. 
To  the  same  unfortunate  counsels  I  ascribe 
a  circumstance  in  every  way  so  dtstresstng 
both  to  my  parental  and  refigious  feelings, 
that  my  oaugfater  has  never  yet  eojojM 
the  benefit  of  confirmation,  although  above 
a  year  okler  than  the  age  at  which  aU  the 
other  branches  of  the  royal  family  have 
partaken  of  that  solemnity.  May  I  ear- 
nestljr  conjure  yon.  Sir,  to  hear  nsy  in- 
treaties  upon  this  serious  matter,  even  if  you 
shotiM  listen  to  ether  advisers  on  things  of 
less  near  concernment  to  the  welfare  of 
our  child  ? 

The  pain  with  which.  I  have  at  length 
formed  the  resolution  of  addressing  mymf 
to  your  Royal  Htghneesis  such-aa  I  alioirid 
in  vain  attempt  to  express.  If  I  couM 
adequately  describe  it,  vou  might  be  ena- 
bled. Sir,  to  estimate  the  stren^  of  the 
motives  which  have  made  me  aubuait  te 
it.  They  are  the  most  powerfol  feelingB 
of  affi^tfon,  and  the  deepest  impressions  of 
duty  towards  yowr  Royal  Higbneas,  my 
beloved  child,  and  the  coimtry,  which  I 
devotedly  hope  she  twf  bo  pceaerv«4  ^ 
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bon.  member  should  think  it  right  to  per* 
tint  m  hit  motioDy  and  thus  impede  the 
progresi  of  the  poblie  bminess.  The 
Uo<Me»  he  thooght^  should  mark  its  sense 
of  sttcfa  conduct.    He  had  once  been  « 

govern,  and  to  shew  bv  a  new  exiunple 
the  liberal  affection  of  a  free  and  ^ne* 
roos  people  to  a  Tirtuons  and  comtitauooal 
Bwnarch. 

1  am.  Sir,  with  profound  respect,  and 
an  attachment  which  nothing  can  alter, 
yoor  Kdyai  Highnesses  most  doToted  and 
nK>st  afifectfonate  consort,  cousin,  and  sob* 
ject,  Caroumb  Louisa* 

Copy  of  a  Report  made  in  180(5,  by 
the  four  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  King,  viz.  lord  Erskine, 
(Chancellor,)  lord  Grenville,  First  Lord 

.  of  the  Treasury,  lord  Spencer,  Se* 
cretary  of  Stale,  lord  Eilenborough^ 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King'-bencb, 
to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  her 
royal  highness  tike  Princess  of 
Wales. 

May  it  please  3^nr  Majesty^ 
Your  Majesty  having  been  gradoosly 
ipteaied  by  an  instrument  under  your  Ma- 
jesty's royal  sign  manual,  a  copy  6f  which 
is  annexed  to  this  Report,  to  authoriae> 
empower,  and  direct  at  tn  enquire  into 
the  tmth  of  certain  written  declaratioas 
touching  the  condnct  of  her  royal  high* 
ness  tbe  Prince«  of  Wales,  an  abstvaet  of 
which  had  been  laid  before  your  Majesty, 
and  to  examine  upon  oath,  such  persons 
OS  we  should  see  ftt  touching  and  cos* 
corning  the  same,  and  to  report  to  your 
Majesty  the  result  of  such  examinations ; 
^e  have,  in  dutiful  ot>edience  toyourMa* 
jesty's  commands,  proceedad  to  examine 
the  several  witnesses,  the  copies  of  whose 
depositions  we  have  hereunto  annexed  ; 
•ad  in  forther  execatton  of  the  said  eain* 
naands,  we  now  most  respectfully  submit 
to  your  Majesty  the  report  of  these  eita* 
nainations,  as  it  has  appeared  to  us.  Bot^ 
we  l»eg  leave  at  the  same  time,  bambly  to 
refer  your  Majes^  for  more  complete  iti- 
formation,  to  tbe  exarninationsthemselv^s^ 
in  order  to  correct  any  error  of  judgment 
into  which  we  may  hiave  unintentionally 
HaHen,  with  respect  to  any  part  of  this  bu« 
niness.  On  4  refetenceto  the  above  men- 
tiotted  Declarations  as  the  »eeessary  foun- 
liaition  of  all  oar  proceedings,  we  fcand 
ifhat  titoy  consisted  in  eer tain  atatetnentt 
iMiteh  have  "been  laid  bef<M«  bis  r^al 
]»i|^nM  4lie  finMi  alT  Wida^  toipeMn^ 
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marked  man,  and  was  near  havhig  bk 
house  pulled  about  his  earsk  for  doing  hia 
duty  in  a  similar  manner.  He  did  not  ha* 
sitato'to  say,  that  unless  the  House  marked 
the  enfercemept  of  the  standing  ordar  as 


the  conduct  of  bar  royal  highneas  Iba 
Princess  of  Wales ;,  that  these  ttaliimiti 
not  only  imputed  to  her  Royal  Hi|^ncai 
great  impropriety,  and  indmney  of  ba^ 
baviour,  but  expressly  assarud,  partly  ett 
the  ground  of  certam  alledged  dedara* 
tions  from  the  Prinoees's  own  asoutli,  and 
partly  on  the  personal  observations  of  ika  . 
mformants,  the  following  most  important 
fiMCs,  f  is.--^Tbat  her  Royal  Highness  had 
been  pregnant  In  the  year  1^)^,  in  oow» 
sequence  of  an  illicit  intercourse,  and  that 
she  had  in  the  same  year  b^eo  secretly 
delivered  of  a  male  child,  which  child  had 
ever  since  that  period  been  brought  ap 
by  her  Royal  Highness,  in  her  own  haiise, 
and  under  her  immediato  inspection* 

These  allegations  thus  made,  had,  at 
we  found,  been  followed  by  declarationa 
from  other  persons,  who  had  «ot  indeed 
spoken  4b  the  important  facU  of  the  preg* 
nancy  or  delitery  of  her  Royal  Highnos, 
but  had  stated  other  particulars  in  them- 
selves extremely  suspicious,  and  still  asora 
eo  when  connected  with  tbe  assertions  al^ 
ready  mentioned.  In  tbe  painful  sitaa^^ 
tion,  in  which  his  Royal  Highness  was 
placed  by  these  communications,  we 
leamt  that  his  Royal  Hi|;hne8S  had  adopu 
ed  the  only  course,  which  could,  in  our 
judgment,  with  propriety,  be  followed, 
wbeti  informations  such  as  these  had  bem 
thus  confidently  alleged^  and  particularly 
detoited^  and  bad  been  in  some  degree 
supported  by  collateral  evidence,  apply* 
ing  to  other  points  of  the  same  nature 
(though  goim  to  a  for  less  extent)  one 
litie  coald  only  be  pursued.  £v«ry  san« 
timeatdf  duty  to  your  Mi^sty,  and  of 
concern  for  the  public  welmre,  requhrei 
that  these  particulars  should  not  be  with* 
held  from  your  Majesty,  to  whom  mora 
particularly  belonged  the  cogntaance  «f  it 
mattor  of  state,  so  nearly  touching  the 
honour  of  your  Majesty's  royal  foimily, 
and  by  posstbilitr  affecting  the  succestioft 
of  your  Majesty^s  crown.  Your  Majeaty 
bad  been  pleased  on  your  part  to  view  tk!e 
subject  in  tbe  same  light.  '  Considering 
it  as  a  matter  which  in  every  respect  de- 
manded the  jnost  immediate  nvestigation, 
your  Majesty  bad  taught  fit  to  6ommfit 
HMO  ouf  handt  tbe  duty  of  ateertoininj5 
te  the  fir«t  ilultoned#  ivbH  degf«i«ir  #r«nt 
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tli«]r  aDcieDt  and  indisputable  right,  gen- 
tlemen bad  better  go  borne  to  their  re- 
spective counties. 

.  Sir  J.  Ntwport  trusted  that  the*  hon. 
imember  would  exercise  the  power  which 

was  due  to  the  informations,  and  thereby 
enabling  your  Majesty  to  decide  what 
further  conduct  to  adopt  concerning  them. 
On  this  review,  therefore,  of  the  matters 
thus  alleged,  and  of  the  course  bitherto 
pursued  upon  them,  we  deemed  it  proper, 
in  tbe  first  place,  to  examine  those  per* 
noma  in  whose  declarations  the  occasion 
ior  this  enquiry  had  originated ;  because, 
if  they,  on  being  examined  on  oath,  bad 
Tetracied  or  varied  tbeir  assertions,  all  ne- 
cessity of  further  investigation  might  pos- 
sibly have  been  precluded.  We  accord- 
ingly first  examined  on  oatb  the  princi- 
fial  informants,  sir  John  Douglas,  and 
Charlotte  his  wife,  who  botb  positively 
swore,  the  former  to  his  having  observed 
the  fact  of  the  pregnancy  of  her  Royal 
Highness,  and  the  latter  to  all  the  impor* 
lant  ptirtkulars  contained  in  her  former 
declaration,  and  above  referred  to.  Their 
examinations  are  annexed  to  this  Report, 
and  are  circumstantial  and  positive.  The 
most  material  of  these  allegations,  into  the 
truth  pf  which  we  have  been  directed  to 
enquire,  being  thus  far  supported  by  the 
oatb  of  tbe  parties  from  whom  they  bad 
proceeded,  we  then  felt  it  to  be  our  duty 
to  follow  op  the  enquiry,  by  the  exami- 
fiation  of  such  other  persons  as  we  judged 
best  able  to  a£Pord  us  information  as  to  tbe 
facts  in  question.  We  thought  it  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  in  tbe  course  of  enquiry 
many  particulars  must  be  learnt  which 
would  be  necessarily  conclusive  on  the 
4rutb  or  falsehood  of  these  declarations,  so 
many  persons  must  have  been  witnesses  to 
tbeappearanceof  an  actual  existing  preg- 
nancy ;  so  many  circumstances  must  have 
been  attended  upon  a  real  delivery,  and 
difficulties  so  numerous  and  insurmount- 
able HMist  have  been  involved,  in  any  at- 
tempt to  account  for  tbe  inf^t  in  ques- 
tion, as  tbe  child  of  another  woman,  if  it 
^d  been  in  fact  the  cbiid  of  the  Princess, 
iBIitwe  entertained  a- full  and  confident 
expectation  of  arriving  at  complete  proof, 
^ilber  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  on 
this  part  of  tbe  subject. 

This  expectatipn  was  not  disappointed. 
We  are  happy  to  declare  our  perfect  con- 
Tiction  tbat  'there  is  no  foundation  what- 
ever for  believing  that  tbe  child  now  with 
Abe  Princess  of  WaljM  is  tbe  child  of  her 
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was  placed  in  his  hands,  of  moving  an  ad- 
journment whenever  be  thought  proper  ; 
and  tbi^  he  would  not  be  deterred  by  the 
threats  of  any  man,  however  high  in  au- 
thority, from  doing  bis  duty.     He  also 


Royal  Highness,  or  tbat  she  was  delivered 
of  any  child  in  the  year  1 80d  ;  nor  has 
any  thing  appeared  to  us  which  would 
warrant  tbe  belief  that  she  was  pregnant 
in  that  year,  or  at  any  other  period  within 
the  compass  of  our  enquiries.  The  iden- 
tity of  the  child  now  with  tbe  Princess, 
iu  parents,  age,  the  place  and  date  of  its 
birth,  the  time  and  circumstance  of  its 
being  first  taken  under  her  Royal  High- 
nesses protection,  are  all  established  by 
such  a  concurrence  botb  of  positive  and 
circumstantial  evidence  as  can  in  our 
judgment  leave  no  question  on  this  part  of 
the  subject.  That  child  was  beyond  all 
doubt  born  in  Brownlow-street- hospital, 
on  the  I  Itb  day  of  July,  1802,  of  tbe  body 
of  Sophia  Austin,  and  was  first  brought  to 
the  Princess's  house  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember following.  Neither  should  'we  be 
more  warranted  in  expressing  any  doubt 
respecting  t^e  alleged  pregnancy  of  tbe 
Princess,  a4  stated  in  the  original  declara- 
tion, a  fact  so  fully  contradicted,  and  by 
so  many  witnesses,  to  whom,  if  true,  it 
must  in  various  ways  be  known,  that  we 
cannot  think  it  entitled  to  the  amallest 
credit.  The  testimonies  on  these  twe 
points  are  contained  in  the  annexed  depo- 
sitions and  letters.  We  have  not  partially 
abstracted  them  in  this  Report,  lest  by  an 
unintentional  omission  we  might  weaken 
tbeir  efiect ;  but  we  humbly  o&r  to  yoor 
Majesty  this  our  clear  and  unanimous 
judgment  upon  them,  formed  upon  full 
deliberation,  and  pronounced  without  he- 
sitation, on  the  result  of  the  whole  en- 
quiry. We  do  not,  however,  feel  our- 
self  es  at  liberty,  much  as  we  should  wish 
it,  to  close  our  Report  here.  Besides  the 
allegation  of  the  pregnancy  and  delivery 
of  the  Princess,  those  declarations,  on  tlie 
whole  of  which  your  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  command  us  to  enquire  and  re- 
port, contain,  as  we  have  already  remark- 
ed, other  particulars  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  her  Royal  Highness,  such,  as  must, 
especially  considering  her  exalted  rank 
and  station,  necessarily  give  occasion*  to 
very  unfavourable  interpretations.  From 
tbe  various  depositions  and  proofs  annexed 
to  this  Report,  particularly  from  the  exar 
minations  of  Robert  Bidffood,  WilUam 
Cole«  Frances  Lloyd«  and  Mrs*  Lisle^  your 
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begged  leave  to  remind  the  Hoose,  *that 
when  his  late  right  hon.  friend  (Mr*  Fox) 
was  exhausted  by  his  attention  te  publici 
duties,  those  very  gentlemen  who  now  ob* 
jected  to  the  question  of  adjournment  had 
repeated  it  fourteen  or  fifteen  times  in  the 
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Majesty  will  perceive  that  several  strong 
circumstances  of  this  description  have 
been  positively  sworn  to  by  witnesses, 
who  cannot,  in  our  judgment,  be  suspect- 
ed of  any  unfavourable  bias,  and  whose 
veracity,  in  this  respect  we  have  seen  no 
^ound  to  question. 

On  the  precise  bearing  and  efiect  of  the 
facts  thus  appearing,  it  is  not  for  us  to  de-' 
cide :  these  we  submit  to  your  Majesty's 
wisdom;  but  we  conceive  it  to  be  our 
duty  to  report  on  this  part  of  the  enquiry, 
as  distinctly  as  on  the  former  facts,  that  as 
on  the  one  hand  the  facts  of  pregnancy 
.  and  delivery  are  to  our  minds  satisfacto- 
rily disproved  ;  sp  on  the  other  hand  we 
think  that  the  circumstances  to  which  we 
now  refer,  particularly  those  stated  to  have 
passed  between  her  Royal  Highness  and 
captain  Manby,  must  be  credited  until 
they  shall  receive  some  decisive  contra- 
diction ;  and  if  true,  are  justly  entitled  to 
the  most  serious  consideration.  We  can- 
*iiot  close  this  Report  without  humbly  as- 
suring your  Majesty,  that  it  was  on  ev^y 
account  our  anxious  wish  to  have  execut- 
ed this  delicate  trust  with  as  little  publi- 
city astheiiatore  of  the  case  would  possi- 
bly allow,  and  we  entreat  your  Majesty's 
permission  to  express  our  full  persuasion, 
that  if  this  wish  has  been  disappointed, 
the  failure  is  not  imputable  to  any  thing 
unnecoMarily  said  or  done  by  us;  all  which 
is  most  humbly  submitted  to  your  Ma- 
jesty. (Signed) 

July  U,  1806.  Erskinb. 

Spencer. 
(A  true  Copy)  Geenvillb. 

1.  Bbckbt*  Ellenboeodgb. 

SIiMUTB  OP  CotJNCiL,  April  22,  1807. — 
Present,  The  Lord  Chancellor  (Eldon^ 
the  Lord  President  (Camden,)  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal  (Westmoreland,)  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  the  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham.  Earl  Bathurst,  Viscount  Cas- 
tlereagh.  Lord  Mulgrave,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Canning,  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

Your  Majesty's  confidential  servants 
have,  in  obedience  to  your  Majesty's 
commands,  most  attentively  considered 
the  original  Charges  and  Report,  the  Mi- 
sotes  of  Evidence,  andaU  the  other  papers 

(VOL?XWV.)  ^ 


same  night.  If  the  House  persisted  m 
excluding  strangers  from  their  gallery,  th« 
public  would  consider  parliament  as  a  se* 
cret  tribunal,  which  sought  to  shelter  itself 
from  public  opinion. 
Mr.  Yorke  said,  in  explanation,  that  tht 

submitted  to  the  consideration  of  your 
Majesty,  on  the  subject  of  those  .chargea 
against  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales. 

In  the  stage  in  which  this  business  it 
brought  under  their  consideration  they  do 
not*&el  themselves  called  upon  to  giva 
any  opinion  as  to  the  proceedmg  itself,  or 
to  the  mode  of  investigation  in  which  it 
has  been  thought  proper  to  conduct  it. 
Bat  adverting  to  the  advice  which  is  stated 
by  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Walea 
to  have  directed  his  conduct,  your  Ma- 
jesty's confidential  servants  are  anxious  to 
impress  upon  your  Majesty  their  con  vie* 
tion,  that  his  Royal  Highness  could  not, 
under  such  advice,  consistently  with  his 
public  duty,  have  done  otherwise  than  lay 
before  your  Majesty  the  Statement  and 
Examination,  wlTich  were  submitted  to  hini 
upon  this  subject. 

After  the  most  deliberate  consideration^ 
however,  of  the  evidence  which  has  been 
brought  before  the  Commissioners,  and  of 
the  previous  examinations,  as  well  as  of 
the  answer  and  observations  which  have 
been  submitted  to  your  Majesty  upon 
them,  they  feel  it  necessary  to  declare 
their  decided  concurrence  in  the  clear  and 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  Commissioner! 
confirmed  by  that  of  all  your  Majesty'a 
late  confidential  servants,  'that  the  two 
main  charges  alledged  against  her  royal' 
highness  &e  Princess  of  Wales,  of  preg- 
nancy and  delivery,  are  completely  dis* 
S roved,  and  they  further  submit  to  your 
lajesty  their  unanimous  opinion,  that  all 
the  other  particulars  of  conduct  brought 
in  accusation  against  her  Royal  Highness^ 
to  which  the  character  of  criminality  can 
be  ascribed,  are  either  satisfactorily  con« 
tradicted  or  rest  upon  evidence  of  such  a 
nature,  and  which  was  given  under  such 
circumstances,  as  render  it,  in  the  judg- 
ment  of  your  Majesty's  confidential  ser- 
vants, undeserving  of  credit. 

Your  Majesty's  confidential  -servants, 
therefore,  concurring  in  that  part  of  the 
opinion  of  your  late  servants,  as  stated  in 
their  Minute  of  the  25th  January,  that- 
there  is  no  longer  any  necessity  for  your 
Majesty  being  advised  to  decline  receiving 
the  Princess  into  your  royal  presence^ 
(*C)  -  , 
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reason  assigned  A)r  moving  the  question  of 
adjournment  was  what  he  complained  of, 
and  not  the  question  itself. 

Mr.  Canning'  said,  that  he  had  shewn 
his  disapprobation  of  the  question  of  ad- 
journment by  voting  against  it«  as  he 
should  do 'again  if  driven  to  that  neces- 

kumbly  submit  to  your  Majesty^  that  it 
is  essentially  necessary,  in  justice  to  her 
Royal  Highness,  and  for  the  honour  and 
interests  of  your  Majesty's  illustrious 
family,  that  her  roval  highness  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  should  be  admitted,  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  into  your  Majesty's 
royal  presence,  and  that  she  should  be  re* 
ceived  in  a  manner  due  to  her  rank  and 
station,  in  your  Majesty's  court  ^nd  family. 
Your  Majesty's  con6dential  servants 
likewise  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, that  consklerlne  that  it  may  be  ne. 
cessary  that  yonr  Majesty^s  government 
should  possess  the  means  of  referring  to 
the  true  state  of  this  transaction,  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  these  docu* 
ments,  demonstrating  the  ground  on  which 
your  Majesty  has  proceeded,  should  be 
preserved  in  safe  custody  ;  and  that  for 
that  purpose  the  originals,  or  authentic 
copies  of,  all  these  papers,  should  be  sealed 
op  and  deposited  in  the  ofirce  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's principal  Secretary  of  Sute. 

Letter  from  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the 
Princess  of  Wal^s. 

Madam — As  lord  Cholmondeley  informs 
ne  that  you  wish  I  would  define  in  writing 
the  terms  upon  which  we  are  to  live,  I  sball 
endeavour  to  explain  myself  upon  that  bead 
with  as  much  clearness  and  as  moch  pro- 
priety as  the  natmre  of  the  subject  will  admit. 
Our  iiicUnatiena  are  not  in  our  power,  nor 
should  either  of  us  be  held  answerable  to 
the  other,  because  nature  has  not  made  us 
snitable  to  each  other.  Tranquil  and 
cpmfortable  society  is,  however,  in  onr 
power. — Let  our  intercourse,  therefore,  be 
restricted  to  that;  and  I  will  distinctly 
tnl>scribe  to  the  condition  which  you  re- 
quired throagh  lady  Cholmondeley,  that 
even  in  the  event  of  any  accident  happen* 
ing  to  my  daughter,  which  I  trust  Provi- 
dence in  its  mercy  will  avert,  I  shall  not 
infringe*  the  terms  of  the  restriction,  by 
proposing  at  any  per^  a  connection  of  a 
more^  particular  naiute.  I  shall  now  finally 
close  this  dilagreeable  correspondence, 
trusitng  that,  as  we  have  completely  ex«- 
plained  ourselves  to  each  other,  the  rest 
9f  onr  lives  Will  be  passed  in  nninter- 
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sity.  He  woold  not  decide  on  tbe  pro* 
priety  of  the  motion  for  clearing  the  gal« 
lery  on  this  occasion,  but  this  he  wooM 
say,  that  it  was  one  of  those  privileges 
which  must  be  maintained  withoat  any 
qualification,  or  it  would  lose  iu  essence 
altogether.     He  considered  the    present 


rapted  tranquillity  —1  am.  Madam,  with 
great  truth,  very  sincerely  yonrs, 

(Signed)  Gbobcb,  ?• 

Windsor  Caule,  AprU  30, 1796. 

The  Pkincess  op  Wales's  Answer. 

The  avowal  of  yonr  conversation  with 
lord  Cholmondeley,  neither  surprizes  nor 
ofiends  me.  It  merely  confirmed  what 
yoa  have  tacitly  insinuated  for  this  twelve- 
month. But  aiter  this,  it  would  be  a  want 
of  delicacy,  or  rather  an  unworthy  mean* 
ness  in  me,  were  I  to  complain  of  those 
conditions  which  yoa  impose  upon  yoat* 
self. 

I  should  have  returned  no  answer  to 
your  letter,  if  it  had  not  been  conceived  ia 
terms  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  tbis  ar- 
rangement proceeds  from  yon  or  from  ase  ; 
and  you  are  aware  that  the  credit  of  it  be* 
lonffs  to  you  alone. 

The  letter  which  yoa  announce  to  meal 
the  last,  obfiges  me  to  communicate  to  cbe 
King,  as  to  my  sovereign  and  my  fiaberf 
both  your  avowal  and  my  answer.  Yon 
will  find  inclosed  the  copy  of  my  letter  te 
the  King.  I  apprise  yoa  of  it,  that  I  may 
not  incor  the  slightest  reproach  of  dnpli* 
city  fit>m  yon*  As  I  have  at  thia  nMNBenl 
no  protector  but  hit  Majesty,  I  refer  a^* 
selt  solely  to  him  upon  tbis  subject;  and 
if  my  condact  meets  his  approbatioB,  I 
sball  be,  in  some  degree  at  leart,  cormML 
I  retain  every  sentiment  of  gratitode  foe 
the  situation  in  which  I  find  myself,  as 
Princess  of  Wales,  enabled  by  your  means 
to  indulge  in  the  free  exercise  of  a  rirtot 
dear  to  mv  beart^I  mean  charity. 

It  will  be  my  daty  likewise  to  act  upon 
anot)ier  motive — that  of  giving  an  ex- 
ample of  patience  and  resignation  under 
every  trial. 

Do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I  sball 
never  cease  to  pray  for  your  happnles^ 
and  to  be— Your  much  devoted 

May  6^  1796.  CAaoLfNB. 

The  indisposition  of  the  Princess  Cbiir- 
lotte  commenced  previous  to  the  fetn  al 
Carlton-house,  aiid  afterwards  mcreasii^ 
her  Royal  Highness  was  necessarily  ob* 
ligefi  v>  dafcr  her  retmn  to  Waiiinr«    ii 
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SDOtum  for  adjoarnoiecit  as  iv^oltiic^ 
though  it  was  a  right  which  he  had  often 
exercised  to  the  manifest  impediment  of 
the  public  business^  considering  it  to  be 
the  only  arms  of  a  minority  against  an 
overwhielming  majority.  Any  attempt 
to  limit  the  power  of  clearing  toe  gallery 
would  destroy  their  independence  with 
the  public^  and  any  attempt  on  the  other 
-  hand  to  enter  into  a  disquisition  upon  the 
motives  or  discretion  of  members^  would 
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consequence  of  this,  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
on  the  8th  of  February,  addressed  herself 
to  lord  Liverpool,  desiring  that  he  would 
communicate  to  the  Prince  Regent  her 
'  Koyal  Highnesses  intention  to  visit  Ae 
Princess  Oharlotte  at  Warwick-house,  not 
anticipating  the  possibility  of  a  prevention 
on  the  part  of  She  Prince  iRegient,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte's confinement  from  illness.  Lord 
Ijverpool  replied,  that  he  was  happy  to 
announce  the  Princess  Charlotte  so  much 
better,  that  her  Royal  Highness  would  be 
able  to  visit  the  Princess  of  Wales  at  Ken-j 
aington-palace  on  the  following  lliursday, 
11th  February.  On  that  morning,  how- 
•ey^r,  at  the  moment  of  the  Pivnoess  of 
Wales  stepping  into  her  carriage,  she  re- 
-ceived  information  that  Princess  Charlotte 
■was  refused  coming. 

Upon  this,  the  Princess  of  Wales  again 
tiddressed  lord  Liverpool  to  know  the  rea- 
son, none  having  been  assigned,  for  the 
Princess  Charlotte's  being  thus  suddenly 
prohibited  iirom  giving  the  meeting  to  her 
royal  mother,  and  when  and  how  soon 
her  Royal  Highness  might  expect  to  see 
the  Princess  Charlotte.  Tb  this  enquiry 
the  Prmcess  of  Wales  received  the  follow- 
ing r^ly  from  lord  Liverpool : 

Pije  Home^  FA,  U,  1813. 
Lord  Liverpool  hak  the  honour  to  in- 
form your  Royal  Highness,  that  in  conse- 
2ueuce  of  the  publication  in  The  Morning 
Chronicle  of  the  lOth  instant,  of  a  Letter 
addressed  by  your  Royal  Highness  to  the 
Prince  Regent,his Royal  Highness  thooght 
fit,  by  the  advice  of  his  confidential  ser- 
9ante«  to  signify  his  commands  that  the  in- 
tended visit  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  to 
your  Royal  Highness  on  the  following 
tlay,^hould  not  take  plaoe. 

Lord  Liverpool  is  not  enabled  to  maktB 
any  fnrther  communication  to  your  Royal 
Highness  on  the  tut^ect  of  your  Royal 
.  Highneas'p  note. 


destroy  their  indepeodonoe  within  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Suwatt  WoHU^f  explained  his  mo- 
tive in  moving  an  Bd|oornment  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  not  to  he  a  wish  to  have  an 
audience  bear  his  speech. 

Lord  CoMdentagh  trusted  that  the  House 
would  never  be  called  upon  to  deliberata 
on  the  right  of  moving  the  question  of  ad- 
journment. The  mode,  however,  in  whioh 
that  right  had  now  been  exercised,  waa 


To  this  Letter  the  Princess  of  Wales 
commanded  lady  Anne  Hamilton,  her  lady 
in  waiting,  to  reply  as  follows -to  lord  LU 
vorpool  :— 

Mottiague  Hotue,  BtaekheMih, 
Feb.  15, 1813. 

Lady  Anne  Hamilton  is  commanded 
by  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales  to  represent  to  .lord  Liverpool,  that  ' 
the  insidious  insinuation,  respecting  the 
publication  of  the  letter  addressed  by  tha 
Princess  of  Wales,  on  the  14th  of  Januar]f« 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  oon^eVed  in  his 
lordship's  reply  to  her  Royal  Highness,  is  > 
as  void  of  foundation,  and  as  Mse  as  all 
the  former  accosit'ibns  of  the  tradocers  of 
her  Royal  Highness'a  honour  in  the  yessr 
1806. 

Lady  A.  Hamihon  is  further  conii* 
manded  to  say,  that  dignified  silencn 
would  have  been  the  line  of  conduct  the 
Princess  would  have  preserved  upon  ifuoh 
insinuation  (more  than  unbecoming  lord 
LLveapool),  did  not  the  ^t&c%  arising  from 
it  operate  to  deprive  her  Royal  'Highnesi 
of  the  vole  real  happiness  she  can  possess 
in  this  worId-*-*that  of  seeing  her  only 
child.  And  the  confidential  servants  oi 
the  Prince  Regent  ought  to  foel  ashamed 
of  their  conduct  towards  the  4Princess  ift 
avowing  to  her  Royal  Highness  their  ad« 
vice  to  the  Prince  |tegent,  that  upon  un^ 
authorized  and  unfounded  suppositions  it 
mother  and  daughter  should  be  preivented 
from  mectiog*^ia  prohibition  positively 
against  the  law  of  ^nature. — Lady  A^no 
Hamilton  is  commanded  further  to  desiro 
lord  Liverpool,  to. lay  this  paper  beforo 
the  Prince  Regent,  that  his  Royal  High- 
ness may  be  aware  into  what  error  his 
confidential  servants  are  leading  him,  and 
will  involve  him,  by  counselling  and  sig* 
nifying  such  commands. 

Here  ended  the  correspondence. 

The  cabinet  misetinffs  and  proceedfngt 
succeeded  almoM  immediately  ;  but  touch**  ^ 
ing  the4Mitnre,  tha  ior^n^  aiid  Iha object  of 
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difierwl  froB  any  oo  tbe  records  of  par- 
liameai;  and  he  put  it  to  the  candour  of 
ibe  bon.  gentleman,  whether  it  was  proper 
io  preta  it  any  further  ? 

Captain  V^  observed,  that  any  gentle- 
man who  tuvoJved  the  House  in  thb  un- 
pleasant dilemma,  took  the  responsibility 
upon  himself.  The  bon.  morer  (Mr.  C. . 
Johnatone)  bad  withdrawn  his  motion  ex- 

•  those  proceedings,  the  Princess  of  Wales 
being  Mi  to  conjecture,  her  Royal  High- 

.  nesf,  on  the  27th  of  February,  addressed 
Abe  flfubjoinod  letter  to  the  earl  of  Har^ 

Copy  of  a  Litter  addressed  by  the 
Princess  of  Wales  to  the  Earl  of 
Harrowby. 

Feb.  27,  1813. 

The  Princess  of  Wales  has  received 
fepof ts  from  various  quarters  of  certain 
proceedings  lately  held  by  his  Majesty's 
.privy  council,  respectinff  her  Royal  High- 
ness ;  and  the  Princess  has  felt  persuaded 
that  these  reports  ninst  be  unfounded,  be- 
cause she  could  not  believe  it  possible  that 
nny  resolution  should  be  taken  by  that 
anost  honourable  body  in  any  respect  af- 
fecting her  Royal  Highness,  upon  state- 
ments which  she  has  had  no  opportunity 
#f  answering,  ezp1atnin|p,  or  even  seeing. 

The  Princess  still  trusto,  that  there  is 
fko  truth  in  these  rumours ;  but  she  feels  it 
dbe  to  herself  to  lose  no  time  in  protesting 
against  any  resolution  afecUng  her  Royal 
Highness  which  may  be  so  adopted. 
■  The  noble  and  *  right  hon.  persoss 
who  are  said  to  have  been  selected  for 
these  proceedings,  are  too  just  to  decide 
any  thing  touching  her  Royal  Highness, 
without  affording  her  an  opportunity  of 
laying  her  case  before  them.  The  Prin- 
cess has  not  had  any  power  to  choose  the 
judges  before  whom  any  enquiry  may  be 
carried  on ;  but  she  is  perfe^y  willing  to 
bave  her  whole  conduct  enauired  into  by 
any  persons  who  may  be  sdected  by  her 
accusers.  Tbe  Princess  only  demands 
that  she  may  be  heard  in  defence  or  in 
explanation  of  her  conduct,  if  it  is  at- 
Ucked;  and  that  she  should  either  be 
treated  as  innocent^  or  proved  to  be 
ipoiity. 

Lord  Harrowby  replied  to  the  effect, 
that  a  copy  of  the  Ministers'  Report,  laid 
before  the  Prmce  Regent,  had  been  trans- 
mitted that  same  evening  to  the  Princess 
•f  Wales,  by  the  tiscoont  Sidmoath. 


prcsid  V  because  the  gallery  was  cleared, 
and,  therefore,  be  waa  himself  deieroiiiied 
that  the  eallery  should  be  in  that  state 
whenever  he  brought  fbr#ard  his  notioii. 

Mr.  Bemef  rose  to  inquire  whether  If  he 
withdrew  his  motion  for  an  adjoornmciit, 
the  motion  for  cles^g  the  gallery  wonld 
be  also  withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  Otbome  said,  that  the  boa.  meoiber 
had  better  move  at  once  that  the  staadiag 
order  should  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  Whkbrtad  thought  the  eaforcemem 
of  the  standing  order,  in  this  instance,  on- 
seasonable,  though  he  considered  tbat 
order  essential  to  the  independence  of  she 
House.  It  had  happened  to  him  to  bare 
the  jgallery  cleared  in  ooasequence  ef 
something  that  fell  from  him  in  debate, 
but  he  h^  not  thought  it  necessary  te  de« 
dare— immediately  to  declare,  that  he 
would  speak  no  more.  He  woold  there- 
fore recommend  the  same  line  to  the  ben. 
gentleman,  and  either  to  renew  bis  aM>* 
tion  at  once,  or  to  more  that  the  Report 
which  he  had  read  shoold  be  laid  on  tbe 
table. 

Mr.  CbdbvMe  Mamume  felt  anzioos  to 
comply  witbtbe  wishes  of  the  House,  and 
therefore  gave  notice  that  be  should  bring 
forward  his  motion  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cochrane  Johnstone  having  tbns  re* 
fbsed,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  tbe 
^  House  was  placed,  to  bring  on  his  motioo^ 
and  lord  Castlereagh  having  declinrd  %o 
give  any  explanation,  unless  some  motioB 
was  before  the  House,  or  to  originate  any 
proceeding  himself,  the  House  of  coune 
adjourned,  there  being  nothing  to  occupy 
its  attention, 

H0U9E  OF  COMMONS. 

^  Friday,  March  5. 

BaSCKNOCK  AND  ABEaCAVSMNT   CaITAK 

BuLL.1  Mr.  Wood  moved  the  second  read* 
ing  of  a  Bill  for  amending  a  claose  in  tbe 
Brecknock  and  Abergavenny  Canal  Act. 
He  stated,  that  in  1793,  an  Act  passed, a«* 
thorising  the  excavation  of  a  Canal,  Irom 
the  town  of  Brecknock,  to  Pontypool,  in 
Monmouthshire.  By  tliat  Act,  peiaone 
possessed  of  coal  or  lime  pits,  within  eight 
miles  of  the  Canal,  were  permitted  to  Jma 
rail  ways,  in  any  direction,  on  either  aide 
of  it,  without  the  consent  of  the  proprte« 
tors  of  those  lands  over  which  they  migbl 
pass.  Certain  individuals  were  now 
anxious  that  this  clause  might  be  amend* 
ed,  and  the  powers  granted  by  it»  altered^ 
Although  » 'veral  limd  owaeca  patitioswd 
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igaiiuit  the  cla«0e»  as  it  now  8tood«  yet  it 
ras  but  JQtt  to  observe,  tbai  many  others 
tad  also  petitioned  for  its  continoance ; 
md,  indeed,  the  general  ifnjpression  of  the 
lounty  of  Brecknock,  which  he  had  the 
lonoar  to  represent,  seemed  to  be  in  fa* 
our  of  it,  as  it  now  stood;  and  in  Radnor* 
hire  and  Herefordshire,  a  similar  feeling 
eemed  to  exist.  However  unpopular  the 
)ill  was,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  brtng^t 
orward,  that  its  merits  might  be  properly 
liscnssed,  which  alone  could  be  done  in 
he  committee.  He  did  not  pledge  him- 
elf  either  to  support  or  oppose  the  Bill, 
lut  he  thought  it  should  go  to  the  commit- 
Be,  where  it  couid  be  properly  considered. 
*he  Canal  proprietors  said,  if  the  clause 
rere  sofifered  to  remain,  it  would  be  inju* 
ious  to  their  interests  and  the  interests  of 
tie  publip*  On  the  other  hand,  the  land- 
wners  denied  the  allegation,  and  contend- 
d,  that  the  greater  the  nombJer  of  rail 
oads  the  mote  traffic  would  be  carried  on 
broogh  the  medium  of  the  Canal.  It  was, 
berelore,  a  matter  of  calculation,  and 
lore  particularly  called  for  a  committee, 
^h  of  the  parties  accused  the  other  of 
rishmg  to  preserve  a  monopoly.  For,  his 
wn  part,  he  declared,  if  the  Bill  went 
3  a  committee,  and  either  party  made 
ut  a  case  of  monopoly  against  the  other, 
e  should  conceive  it  his  duty  to  vote  for 
bat  party  who  made  good  the  accusation. 

Sir  C.  Jlfor^on  opposed  the  altering  a 
lause  in  an  act  which  had  been  passed 
nrelve  years  ago,  and  which  was  not  oh- 
>cted  to  till  very  recently.  He  should, 
iierefore,  move  as  an  amendment,  **  That 
le  Bill  be  read  this  day  six  monUis." 
,  Lord  Robert  Seymour  supported  the  mo* 
ion.  U  the^BiU  were  not  sent  to  a  com- 
mittee, he  did  not  know  how  he  and  other 
on.  members  would  be  able  to  decide  on 
le  merits  of  a  measure,^on  which  such 
nniradictory  allegations  had  been  made. 
f  t^e  Bill  went  to  a  committee,  perhaps 
lie  clause  might  be  so  altered,  as  to  meet 
be  wishes  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  Praiheroe  opposed  the  Bill.  He  ob- 
erved,  that  the  value  'of  estates  in  the 
eighbourhood  of  the  Canal,  chiefly  de- 
fended on  the  continuance  of  the  clause 
ow  about  to  be  interfered  with. 

Mr.  Harvey  was  of  opinion  that  the 
lause  ought  to  be  amended.  As  it  at 
•resent  stood,  a  rail-way  might  be  car- 
ied  through  any  gentleman's  -garden,  in 
pile  of  his  representations  against  such  a 
proceeding.  The  House,  he  hoped,  would 
lot  consider  ibis  a  proper  liberty  to  ke  in- 


vested in  any  persons,  without  some  proper 
controul. 

Mr.  Lewis  contended,  that  no  parlhi- 
mentary  grounds  had  been  shewn  for 
bringing  in  this  Bill,  and,  therefore,  it  must 
be'opposed  on  its  principle.  It  was  said 
that  this  Bill  wu  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  land-bwners  in  the  imme* 
diate  vicinity  of  the  Canal ;  but  tjie  fact 
was,  they  were  not  the  persons  who  in- 
troduced this  measure.  On  the  contrary^ 
he  had  presented^  a  Petition  from  100 
land-owners,  whose  estates  were  likely  to 
be  a£Rscted  by  the  clause.  If  therefore, 
the  maxim,'  volenti  non  fit  injuria,'  was  a 
just  one,  the  ^U  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to /proceed  farther.  The  persons  sup« 
posed  to  be  ii^ured  did  not  complain  ;  but 
those,  who  miglit  be  <ionsidered  the  op- 
pressors, were  the  persons  who  appeared 
to  be  dissati^ed ;  for  the  Canal  Coropany» 
and  not  the  land-owners,  were  the  sup« 
porters  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  stated,  that  a  Petition 
from  500  land -owners  had  been  presented 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  another  from  100 
land-owners,  against  it.  Where  there 
were  such  strong  allegations  on  both  sides, 
he  thought  the  Sill  ought  to  go  to  a  com* 
mtttee. 

Mr.  r.  Foley  expatiated,  at  some  length, 
on  the  benefits  which  would  be  derived 
from  the  act,  as  it  at  present  stood ; 
45,000/.  had  been  subscribed  for  making 
the  canal  from  Brecknock  ;  and  those  by 
whom  this  large  sum  had  been  laid  down, 
bad  no  idea  of  making  an  advantageous 
per-centage  on  it,  but  were  influenced 
solely  with  the  desire  of  benefiting  the 
county,  by  bringing  lime  and  coal  (ar* 
tides  which  were  much  wanted)  into  it,  at 
a  cheap  rate.  By  the  provisions  of  the. 
act,  they  would  be  enabled  to  supply  the 
town  of  Brecknock  with  coal  and  lime, 
from  pits  withm  eight  miles  of  it;  instead 
of  going,  as  they  must  otherwise  do,  to 
the  distance  of  18  miles;  the  consequence 
must  be,  that  coal,  instead  of  12«.  would 
be  sold  at  15s.  per  ton ;  and  lime,  at  14^ 
instead  of  lOt.  per  waggon  load.  The 
persons  who  wished  the  alteration  to  be 
made,  called  on  parliament  to  strike  a 
clause  put  of  an  act  they  had  themselves 
procured,  and  desired  gentlemen  not  to 
open  the  piM  of^  lime  and  coal  on  their 
own  estates.  They  had,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, availed  them^lves  of  the  clause, 
as  far  as  it  could  be  serviceable  to  them  in 
their  monopoly,  and  now  they  would  fain 
interpose  to  prevent  others  from  receiving 
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.any  benefit  from  it  He  could  very 
easily  explain  how  so  many  landowners 
were  induced  to  sign  petitions  in  favour 
of  the  Bill.  The  persons  who  were  inte- 
rested under  this  eight  mile  clause,  were 
those  who  had  property  on  that  side  of  the 
Canal,  where  the  lime  and  coal-pit#  were. 
They  wished  the  clause  to  remain  as  it 
was ;  but  those  land-owners  who  petitioned 
for  its  alteration,  possessed  property  on  the 
opposite  side,  where  there  were  no  pits, 
and  consequently,  they  were  not  at  all  af- 
fected by  the  measure. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  there 
appeared— -for  the  original  motion,  *'  That 
:the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,'' -95; 
§or  the  Amendment,  "  That  it  be  read 
ibis  day  six  mouthy''  1^>  minority 
against  the  Bill  67, ' 

Ths  Princess  op  Wales.]  Mr.  i^gofi 
moved,  that  strangers  should  not  be  re- ad- 
mitted after  the  division  on  the  Beacon 
Canal  BiU. 

Mr.  Bemtei  moved  an  adjomtnmeiit ; 
<first,  because  be  wished  it  to  appear,  that 
when  one  member  exercised  an  acknow- 
ledged right  of  excluding  strangers,  ano- 
^er  member  exercised  a  right  equally 
undisputed,  that  of  moving  an  adjourn- 
ment:  and  secondly,  because  he  owed  it 
4o  himself,  as  a  right  hoo.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Yorke)  had  uttered  an  indiscreet  menace 
<m  the  preceding  evening :  be  jhould  not 
however  press  his  motion  to  a  division  if 
contrary  to  the  tense  of  the  House. 

The  question  of  adjournment  being  put 
<was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Cochrane  Jofmtionc  4hen  rose  in  pur- 
auance  of  his  notice,  and  said,  tJiat  it  was 
the  undoubted  right  of  the  hon.  member 
^Mr.  Lygon)  to  act  as  'he  had  done,  in 
clearing  the  House  of  str amgers :  if,  'how- 
ever, this  precaution  had  been  takep 
under  the  impression  that  any  thing  be 
h^d  to  say  would  be  unbacomii^g  4he  re- 
apect  he  owed  to  that  House,  or  incon- 
aistent  with  what  was  due  to  the  feeiings 
Df  every  branch  of  the  royal  family,  such 
apprehensions  were  utterly  unfounded. 
He  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  to 
declare,  that  for  tbe  motion  ibe  was  about 
Ao  submit,  be  had  no  authority  from  ber, 
be  bad  had  no  communication  with  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  and  that 
the  proceeding  originated  entirely  and  «c- 
clusively  with  himself.  He  had  bad  no 
commooioaHen  with  tbe  Princess^of  Wales, 
^Uker  than  lo  send  her  a  copy.'of^be  Be*- 


J%$  BmM$  it  fMSflt, 


{1122 


solutions,  as  he  had  dona  to  the  iiifli«efi 
—he  had  consulted  no  one-<-he  did  sot 
even  know  that  there  was  a  member  lo 
the  House  who  would  second  bis  laotioiL 

The  hon.  member  proceeded  to  ob< 
serve,  that  it  was  well  known  that  t  Coa* 
miasion  bad  been  granted  by  tbe  King  in 
1806  to  four  noble  lords,  Gieofille> 
Spencer,  Erskine,  and  Ellenboroi^i  to 
f  xamine  into  certain  allegatioiis  tbtt  b) 
been  preferred  against  the  Priooess  of 
Wales.  He  then  read  the  whole  of  tbe 
Report  made  by  tb^  Commissiooeri  above 
stated,  containing  the  most  aa^nlifid 
opinion,  that  the  charge  produced  by  sr 
John  and  lady  Douglas,  agaiut  tlK 
Princess  of  Wales,  «f  having  beendeUrer* 
ed  of  a  child  in  tbe  year  1802,  waialicriy 
destitute  of  trutii.  It  added,  that  tbe  birth 
and  real  UM^ther  of  the  child,  said  to  bm 
been  born  of  the  Princess,  bsd  beto 
proved  beyond  all  possibility  of  doad 
The  Report  concluded  with  so«leo^e^ 
tions  made  by  tbe  Commiasioncfs,  to  tlie 
manners,  or  ^  levity  of  mtDnen,ip(a 
different  occasions,  in  the  Princen. 

The  hon.  member  next  proceeded  lo 
state,  that  the  paper  be  shodd  nowieil 
was  a  document  whicfb  he  wai  nadyto 
prove  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  m  dk- 
tated  by  lord  Eldon,  Bir.  PeroefsI,sBd 
sir  Thomas  Plomer,  though  signed  bjr  tk 
PrinceM  of  Wales ;  it  was  a  letter  «r^ 
or  purporting  to  be  written,  by  her  £ojil 
Highness  to  the  King,  on  ^e  i^th  of  Odi- 
bier,  1 806,  as  a  Protest  againstthe  Rspsrt«f 
the  Commissioners,  just  detailed ;  tbe  leitv 
being  read  at  kngtb  appeaccd  to  be  i 
formal  and  elaborate  criticism  opoo  tk 
nature  of  the  commissioa  under  wbicbber 
4}Qnduct  had  been  reviewed ;  it  aasertc^ 
in  the  aost  unqualified  terms  feer  ova  ii- 
nooence,  and  caUed  the  charges  of  her  ac- 
cusers a  foul  conspiracy,  madeerfa*! 
and  affording  no  appeal.  In  ibis  letter, 
the  Princess  of  Wales  thiiew  befsetfaad 
the  honourof  her  fomily  on  thejosticeof 
the  King— her  honour  and  ber  life  beiaf 
at  the  mercy  of  the  malice  and  fool  per- 
juries of  her  accusers— abe^  caoplaiiied  ^ 
the  ex-parie  /ecrimihatton,  and  of  tfai 
mamier  and  way  in  which  the  cbsrp> 
were  credited.  After  some  iaterf si  «^ 
paiiiful  suspence,  and  hearing  firanvaiioBS 
and  anonymous  letters,  that  an  aecmstioi 
was  preferred  against  ber — the  dake  « 
Kent  annoimced  to  her  Royal  Higbst« 
the  near  i4>proach  of  two  attoroicslo  ttkc 
away^  by  a  warrant,  half  of  ber  luaSyii> 
4UDder  loeKamiifte  then  aserid^iostt^ 
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charge— the  only  request  Ae  made  was 
to  request  the  doke  of  Kent  to  remain  in 
the  room  with  her  till  her  servants  w<sre 
gone,  for  fear  she  should  be  suspected  of 
bolding  any  couTersation  with  them. 
Upon  this  letter  being  read,  the  hon. 
iKiember  observed,  that  he  fully  concurred 
in  the  sentiments  it  expressed  upon  the 
mibject  of  the  commission,  and  he  insisted 
tluit  the  charge  against  the  Princess  be- 
fore that  tribunal,  by  sir  John  and  lady 
Douglas,  was  nothing  short  of  treason ; 
that  if  the  Commissioners  had  power  to 
acquit  her  Royal  Highness  of  the  crime 
charged,  they  had  equally  the  power  to 
convict  her ;  what  was  the  state  of  that 
<K>untry  in  which  such  a  thing  were  even 
possible  ?  He  declared,  that  in  his  opinion 
the  noble  lords  had  no  authority  to  give  a 
judgment  on  the  occasion — they  had  no 
right  to  pronounce  an  acquittal,  for  they 
had  no  right  to  find  a  verdict  of  guilty — 
as  a  question  of  law,  the  matter  was  left 
as  the  Commissioners  found  it.  Besides, 
he  inquired  what  became  of  sir  John  and 
lady  Douglas  ?  If  he  was  rightly  informed, 
they  still  persisted  in  the  Aaroe  story,  but 
if  all  they  maintained  were  so  notoriously 
false,  why  were  they  not  prosecuted  ?  The 
hon.  member  went  on  to  remark,  that  he 
onderstood  no  proceedhigs  of  the  late 
privy  council,  except  the  Report,  had 
been  transmitted  to  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
This  Was  the  case  in  ]  80($,  but  he  sub- 
mitted that  copies  of  aTl  those  examina- 
tions should  be  given  to  her.  As  to  the 
minor  charges,  he  should  be  silent  about 
them — it  was  the  duty  of  ministers  to 
transmit  to  the  Princess  of  Wales  the 
firesh  informations  they  had  taken. — He 
recommended  the  case  to  be  tried  by  the 
whole  privy  council,  and  that  the  present 
mrnisters  should  not  be  of  the  number  ;— 
af^er  the  discussion  that  the  Princess  had 
pn>voked,  if  she  should  then  be  injured, 
ahe  would  have  herself  alone  to  blame. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  by  moving 
^e  following  Resolutions : 

Resolved,  I.  '•♦  That  from  disputes 
touching  the  succession  to  the  throne, 
bitter  public  animosities,  tumultuous  con- 
tentions, long  and  bloody  civil  wars^  have, 
at  various  periods  of  the  history  of  this 
Icingdom,  arisen,  causing  great  misery  to 
the  good  people  thereof,  grief  and  afflic- 
tion to  the  royal  family,  and,  in  some 
cases,  exclusion  of  the  rightful  heir. 

*'  That,  therefore,  loyahy  and  afiection 
towards  the  sovereign,  and  a  just  regard 
to  the  bappinett  of  the  people,  call  upon 
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every  subject  of  this  realm,  and  upon  this 
House  more  especiall]^,  to  neglect  nothing 
witfain  their  power  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  similar  calamities  from  a  similar 
cause. 

**  That  it  has  been  stated  to  this  House, 
by  a  member  thereof,  who  has  offered  to 
prove  the  same  by  witnesses,  at  the  bar 
of  this  House,  that,  in  the  year  1806,  a 
Commission  was  signed  under  his  Majes- 
t^^a  royal  sign  manual,  authorizing  and 
directing  the  then  Lord  Chancellor  (£r- 
skine),  earl  Spencer  (the  then  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department),  ford 
Grenville  (the  then  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury), and  the  then  and  present  Lord 
Chief  Justice  (Ellenborough),  to  inquire 
into  the  truths  of  certain  written  declara- 
tions, communicated  to  his  Majesty  by 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
touching  the  conduct  of  her  royal  high- 
ness the  Princess  of  Wales. 

''  That  the  said  Commissioners,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  authority  and  direc- 
tion, did  enter  into  an  examination  of 
several  witnesses,  and  that  they  delivered 
to  his  Majesty  a  Report  of  such  examina- 
tion, and  also  of  their  judgment  on  the 
several  parts  alledged  against  her  Rgyal 
Highness ;  which  Report,  signed  by  the 
four  Commissioners  aforesaid,  and  dated 
on  the  1 4th  of  July>  1 806,  was  accompa- 
nied with  copies  of  declarations,  examina- 
tions, depositions,  and  other  documents  on' 
which  it  was  founded. 

**  That  it  has  been  stated  to  this  House, 
in  manner  aforesaid,  that  the  said  written 
accusations  against  her  Royal  Highness 
expressly  asserted, '  That  her  Royal  High- 
ness had  been  pregnant  in  the  year  1802^ 
in  consequence  of  an  illicit  intercourse, 
and  that  she  had  in  the  same  year  been 
secretly  delivered  of  a  inale  child,  which 
child  had  ever  since  that  period  been 
brought  sp  by  her  Royal  Highness  in  her 
own  house,  and  under  her  immediate  in- 
spection.' 

"  That  the  Report  farther  stated,  that 
the  Commissioners  fir^t  examined  on  oath 
the  principal  informants,  sir  John  Douglas, 
and  Charlotte,  his  wife,  who  both  particu- 
larly swore,  the  former  to  his  having  ob- 
served the  fact  of  the  pregiaancy  of  her , 
Royal  Highness,  and  the  other  to  all  the 
important  particulars  contained  in  former 
declarations,  and  before  referred  to,  and 
that  the  Report  added,  'that  the  examina- 
tions are  aunexe(|  to  the  Report,  and  are 
circumstantial  and''p6sitive.' 

<<Th9t  the  Contmissionersy   afWr  th« 
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mbove  statements*  proceeded  in  their  said 
Report  to  state  to  his  Majesty  that  they 
thought  it  their  duty  to  examine  other 
witnesses  as  to  the  facts  in  question,  and 
that  they  stated,  as  the  result  of  such  far- 
ther examination,  '  their  perfect  conric- 
tion  that  there  is  no  foundation  whatever 
for  helieTins  that  the  child  novr  with  the 
Princess  is  die  child  of  her  Royal  Hi§^h- 
ness,  or  that  she  was  delivered  of  any  child 
in  1802,  or  that  she  was  pre^ant  in  that 
year/  and  that  t^e  Commiisioners  added, 
•  That  this  was  their  clear  and  unanimous 
judgment,  formed  upon  full  deliberation 
and  pronounced  without  hesitation,  on  the 
lesult  of  the  whole  inaoirv/ 

"  That  the  noble  lords  composing  the 
Commission  aforesaid  had  not,  and  could 
not,  in  that  capacity,  have  any  legal  power 
to  pronounce  a  judgment  or  decision  in 
the  case,  that  the  matter  of  charge  sub- 
mitted to  them  as  a  subject  of  inquiry, 
amounted  to  a  charge  of  high  treason,  a 
crime  known  to  the  laws,  and  therefore 
liable  only  in  a  known  court  of  justice  ; 
that  if,  as  justices  of  the  peace  (a  charac- 
ter belonging  to  them  as  privy  counsellors) 
4hey  were  competent  to  receive  informa- 
tions and  take  examinations  regarding  the 
conduct  of  her  Royal  Highness,  they  bad 
BO  legal  power  in  that  capacity  or  in  any 
other  capacity  that  could  be  given  to 
them,  to  pronounce  an  acquitul  or  a  con- 
demnation upon  the  charge  referred  to 
them ;  for  that  to  admit  them  to  have 
beatt  competent  to  acquit,  is  to  admit 
them  competent  to  have  found  guilty,  and 
this  would  be  to  admit  their  competence 
to  have  sent  her  Royal  Highness  to  an 
ignominious  death  in  virtue  of  a  decision 
founded  on  selected  ex-parte  evidence  taken 
before  a  secret  tribunal. 

«« That  the  whole  Report  as  it  relates  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Commissioners  (if  the 
makins  of  it  be  not  an  unlawful  act,)  is  at 
least  of  no  legal  validity,  and,  in  the  eye 
of  the  law,  leaves  the  question  of  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  her  Royal  Highness 
where  the  Commissioners  first  found  it ; 
that  the  depositions  and  examinations  upon 
oath  (supposing  the  Commissioners  to  have 
taken  them  in  their  capacity  as  justices  of 
the  peace)  possess  a  legal  character ;  but 
that  no  legal  decision  has  been  made  upon 
any  of  the  important  facts  suted  in  these 
depositions  and  examinations,  and  that  it 
has  not  yet  been  legally  decided  that  the 
fact  positively  sworn  to,  of  her  Royal 
Highness  havmg  been  d^ivered  of  a  nude 
child  in  the  year  18011;^  not  Uae« 
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^  That  in  any  c]aim4o  the  socoeatioii 
to  the  throne,  which,  by  possibility,  at 
least,  may  hereafter  be  set  op,  by  any 
aspiring  personage  possessed  of  great 
power,  the  circumstantial  and  positive 
evidence  of  sir  John  Douglas,  and  of  Char- 
lotte, his  wife,  if  again  called  for,  would 
still  retain  all  its  legal  character  and 
weight,  while  it  might  happen,  that  the 
evidence  on  the  other  side  might,  lirom 
death  or  other  causes,  be  found  deficient ; 
and  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  it 
should  hereafter  be-  made  to  appear  that 
the  facts  sworn  to  by  ladv  Dpuglas  are 
true,  and  if  the  identity  of  the  male  child 
so  bom  should  be  proved,  he  would  be 
the  legal  heir  to  the  throne,  notwithstand- 
ing  any  assertions,  or  any  proofs,  relating 
to  the  alleged  illicit  intercourse  of  her 
royal  highness  the  Princess  of  Wales. 

'*  That  therefore  the  honour  of  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  the  sacred 
right  of  the  Princess  Chariot^  of  Wales, 
the  safety  of  the  throne,  and  the  tranqoiU 
iity  of  the  country,  do  all  unite,  in  okmI 
imperious  call  on  this  House,  to  institute 
now,  while  the  witnesses  on  both  sides 
are  still  living,  and  while  all  the  charges 
are  capable  of  being  clearly  established,'^ 
or  clearly  disproved,  an  ample  and  impar- 
tial investigation  of  all  the  allegations, 
facts,  and  circumstances  appertaining  to 
this  most  important  subject  of  inquiry. 

''  Resolved,  H.  That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  royal  highneet 
the  Prince  Regent,  requesting  that  his 
Royal  Highness  will  be  graciously  pleaa- 
ed  to  order,  that  a  copy  of  a  Report  made 
to  his  Majesty  on  the  Hth  day  of  July, 
1806,  by  the  then  Lord  Chancellor  £r- 
skine,  earl  Spencer,  lord  Grenville,  and 
Lord  Chief  Justice  EUenborough,  touch- 
ing the  conduct  of  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  be  laid  ^^fore  the 
House,  to|^ther  with  the  copies  of  the  fel- 
Ipwitiff  written  documents,  annexed  to  the 
said  £sport,  namely, 

"  The  Narrative  of  his  royal  highncM 
the  Duke  of  Kent,  datedthe  27ih  of  De- 
cember, 1805.— Two  written  Declaratieas, 
or  Examinations,  of  Sarah  Lampert;  one 
dated  Cheltenham,  8th  of  January,  iSOfl^ 
and  the  other  the  29th  of  March,  1806.-« 
One  of  Mr.  Lampert,  baker,  Cheltenham, 
same  date  with  the  last— Four  of  Williaos 
Cole,  dated  1 1th  Jan.  I4ih  Jan.  50ih  Jan. 
and  2Sd  February,  18(iO.— One  of  Robert 
Bidgood,  dated  Temple,  4ih  April,  1 806.— 
One  of  Sarah  Bidgood,  dated  Templeyr 
23d  April,  1806.— One  of  Frances  Uoj^ 
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ited  Temple,  12th  May,  1806.~The 
ing's  Warrant  for  holding  the  Commis- 
on,  dated  the  29th  May,  1 806.-~Deposi- 
m  of  lady  Douglas,  dated  the  1  st  June, 
)06.— Deposition  of  sir  John  Douglas, 
ued  1st  June,  1806.-— Deposition  of 
Dbert  Bidgood,  dated  6th  June,  1806* 
•Deposition  of  William  Cole,  dated  6th 

June,  1806. — Deposition  of  Frances 
loyd,  dated  7th  of  June,  1806. — ^Deposi* 
>n  of  Mary  Wilson,  dated  7th  June,  1806. 
-Deposition  of  Samuel  Roberts,  dated  7th 
me,  ]806.-*Depositionof  Tho.  Stikeman, 
tted  7th  June,  1806. — Deposition  of  J. 
icard,  dated  7th  of  June,  1806. — Deposi- 
3n  of  Sophia  Austin,  dated  7th  June, 
$06.— -Letter  from  lord  Spencer  to  lord 
wydir,20ih  June,  1806.— Letter  from  lord 
wydir  to  lord  Spencer,  20lh  June,  18P6, 
•Letter  from  lady  Willoughby  to  lord 
>encer,  21st  June,  1806— -ExtracU  from 
e  Register  from  Brown  low- street  hbspi- 
1,   dated  23d   June,   1 806.<«— Deposition 

Elizabeth  Gosden,  dated  23d  June, 
J06. — Deposition  of  Betty  Townley, 
ited  23(h  June,  1806.— -Deposition  of 
bomas  Edmeades,  dated  25th  June,  1 806. 
-Deposition  of  Samuel  G.  Mills,  dated 
►th  June,  1806. — Deposition  of  Harriet 
ttzgerald,  dated  27th  June,  l806.-»-Let- 
r  from  lord  Spencer  to  lord  Gwydir, 
ited  ?8t  July,  1806. — Letter,  from  lord 
wydir  to  lord  Spencer,  dated  3d  July, 
;0(i.— Query  to  lady  Willoughby,  and 
nswer,  dated  3d  July,  1806 — Farther 
•positions  of  Robert  Bidgood,  dated  5d 
ily,  1806. — Deposition  of  sir  Francis 
illman,  dated  3d  July,  1806.— Deposi- 
m  of  Mrs.  Lisle,  dated  3d  July,  1806. — 
ftter  from  sir  Francis  M illman  to  the 
>rd  Chancellor,  dated  ^ih  July,  1806. — 
> position  of  lord  Cbolmondeley,  dated 
\i  July,  1806." 

Mr.  John  Wharton  seconded  the  motion. 
Lord  Castlcreagh  rose  and  said,  he  felt 
at  he  should  act  most  consistently  with 
}  duty  in  confining  himself  to  explana« 
in,  with  respect  to  4)art8  of  the  hon. 
amber's  speech,  which  would  tend  to 
ard  the  House  against  those  false  im- 
essions  which  that  speech  might  other- 
sc  excite.  The  mode  of  proceeding 
opted  by  the  hon.  member  was  some- 
lat  singular.  His  first  Resolution  was, 
fact,  even  in  his  own  view  of  it,  without 
y  proof.  His  second  Resolution  called 
*  those  very  papers,  as  ^matters  of  infor- 
ition  on  which  bis  first  Resolution  was 
mded;  as.  if  they  were  matters  of  cer- 
n  knowledge.  He  did  not  meaa  to  urge 
(VOL,  XXIV.) 
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it  in  the  way  of  cavil  against  the  proceed^ 
ing,  hut  surely  if  there  were  any  grounds 
for  the  Resolutions,  the  second  should 
have  been  the  preliminary  one,  as  the  firsts 
in  its  order,  could  by  no  possibility  b^ 
adopted  by  the  House.  The  only  object 
of  the  information  called  for  seemed  to  bo 
to  persuade  the  House,  that  such  serious 
doubts  existed  as  to  the  succession  to  the 
throne,  as  required  the  interference  of  par- 
liament. He  should  not  enter  into  any 
detailed  enquiry  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
privy  couhcil  acting  as  a  tribunal  in  their 
proceedings  on  this  subject ;  but  he  would 
state,  that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied,  that 
they  were  fully  competent  to  enquire^ 
whether  there  were,  or  were  not,  suffi* 
cient  grounds  of  charge  for  putting  the 
Princess  of  Wales  on  her  defence.  Th« 
present  motion,  however,  did  not  go  to  the 
extent  of  settling  the  question,  whether 
•any  such  proceedings  were,  or  were  not^ 
necessary.  But  he  must  say^  that  if  the 
Coipmissioners  were  not  competent  to  de* 
cide  upon  the  charges  agaii^st  her  Royal 
Highness  of  being  pregnant  in  the  year 
1802,  the  House  of  Commons  was  cer- 
uinly  not  the  proper  tribunal  for  deciding 
on  such  a  question.  If,  on  the  other  hand« 
no  actual  criminality  was  impmed  to  her 
Royal  Highness,  that  House  was  equally 
an  improper  tribunal  for  deciding  on  that . 
question.  If,  again,  every  shade  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  from 
the  highest  degree  of  guilt,  down  to  the 
lowest  levity,  were  to  be  considered,  that 
House  was  not,  certainly,  the  place  where 
such  matters  should  be  discussed.  He 
must  also  observe,  that  if  any  unfortunate 
disputes  existed  between  any  branches  of 
the  royal  family,  any  discussion  in  tfie 
House  of  Cognmons  could  serve  only  to 
augment  the  evi^,  and  widen  the  breach; 
The  only  solid  practical  ground,  therefore, 
on  which  parliament  could  proceed,  would 
be,  th^tt  doubts  attached  to  the  succession 
fo  the  crown.  But  in  the  present  case 
there  was  not  the  smallest  doubt  enter- 
tained upon  that  subject.  The  Commis- 
sioners in  1806,  from  their  known  cha- 
racter and  high  legal  qualifications,  were 
certainly  fit  persons  to  decide  upon  that 
question;  tind  they  had. decided,  and  no 
doubts  remained  on  their  minds  that  re- 
quired the  necessity  of  parliamentary  in- 
terposition. They  did  not^  make  a  com- 
parative enquiry  into  the  weight  of  the 
evidence  of  lady  Douglas,  as  compared 
with,  or  contrasted  to,  that  of  other  wit- 
nesses; but  tbey  d^i^dcid^  that  they  had 
(4D) 
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traced  the  whole  history  of  the  chiid  so 
completely  and  satUfactorily,  that  do  pos- 
sible doubt  could  remain  that  it  was  not 
born  of  the  Princess  of  Wales^  but  of  an* 
other  woman,  named  Sophia  Aastin,  Nor, 
indeed,  did  this  decision  rest  only  on  their 
Report,  for  it  was  afterwards  referred  to 
other  confidential  ser/ants  of  his  Majesty, 
who  gave  a  solemn  judgment,  confirming 
the  Report  of  the  first  commissioners. 
The  supposed  doubt  respecting  the  sue- 
cession^  was,  therefore,  rebutted  by  the 
authority  of  the  commissioners  of  the  first 
cabinet;  and  also  by  that  of  the  subse- 
quent cabinet,  to  whom  the  matter  was 
referred,  and  who  confirmed  the  judg- 
ment. If  any  doubt  found  its  way  into 
the  mind  of  parliament,  he  would  not 
deny,  in  the  abstract,  that  no  case  might 
exist,  as  to  the  question  of  succession, 
which  it  might  be  the  duty  of  parliament 
to  examine ;  but  would  the  hon.  gentle- 
man say,  that  after  all  those  authorities 
which  be  had  stated,  it  would  be  rational 
for  parliament  to  interfere?  Would  not 
such  interference  rather  serve  to  originate 
doubts,  where  no  doubts  existed  ;  and 
give  countenance  to  suspicions,  contrary 
to  the  repeated  declarations  of  all  parties, 
that  no  case  whatever  had  been  malde  out, 
to  require  any  such  interference  on  the 
part  of  parliament  ?  The  hon.  gentleman 
himself  had  made  his  statement  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  shew  that  he  entertained  no 
doubt  upon  the  subject;  yet  when  neither 
he,  nor  any  other  member,  had  any  doubt 
respecting  the  legitimacy  of  the  succession, 
he  called  upon  parliament  to  legislate.  It 
was  perfectly  true  that  there  had  been  no 
prosecution  entered  into  of  lady  Douglas ; 
her  evidence  was  taken  by  the  commis* 
sioners  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty; 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  should  have 
stated  in  candour,  that  the  first  cabinet  re- 
commendeil  that  no  proceeding  should  be 
bad,  unless  the  crown  lawyers  deemed  it 
advisable  to  prosecute  lady  Douglas  for 
perjury.  A  case  was  laid  before  them ; 
and  though  they  were  satisfied  as  to  the 
perjury,  they  nevertheless  saw  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  establishing^  it  by  legal  evi- 
dence, and,  therefore,  they  did  not  advise 
prosecution.  If  he  were  so  disposed,  he 
might  use  some  grounds  of  personal  com- 
plaint against  the  hon.  member,  for  be 
oad  transgressed  the  rules  of  his  parlia- 
mentary duty,  in  stating  that  Mr.  Perceval 
had  prevailed  upon  the  cabinet  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  Princess  of  Wales.  The 
cabinet  had  atted  deliberately  and  con- 
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scientioosly  in  the  business,  and  had  ad« 
vised  that  there  were  no  reasons  why 
her  Royal  Highness  should  not  be  admitted 
to  the  presence  of  the  sovereign,  agreeably 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  former  ca- 
binet, with  whom,  indeed,  it  had  origi- 
nated. The  hon.  member  had  stated,  vritli 
a  marked  emphasis,  that  lady  Donglas't 
evidence  was  given  by  command  of  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent.  la 
this  matter,  the  Prince  Regent  followed 
the  advice  of  lord  Thurlow,  which  was  to 
have  the  evidence  reduced  to  writing,  for 
the  purpose  of  submitting  it  to  legal  con* 
sideration.  Then  his  Royal  Highnen 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  communicate  the 
charges  to  his  royal  father,  with  whom, 
and  with  whose  cabinet,  and  not  with  his 
Royal  Highness  himself,  the  whole  aflair 
had  from  that  time  remained.  He  could 
really  see  no  necessity  for  pursuing  the 
subject  of  this  discussion  any  further.  It 
could  not  be  properly  brought  forward, 
except  on  the  presumption  that  some 
doubts  existed  relative  to  the  succession  lo 
the  crown ;  and  he  trusted,  that  in  what 
he  had  said,  he  had  convinced  the  House 
that  no  such  doubts  did  exist.  Calling  fer 
further  information,  if  agreed  to,  woold 
only  be  the  means  of  gratifying  public 
curiosity,  by  making  parliament  the  in- 
strument of  procuring  that  gratification, 
that  taste  for  calumny,  which  was  so  much 
the  rage  at  the  present  moment.  He 
should  triMt  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  to  explain  in  reply,  in  case  other 
circumstances  were  touched  upon,  which 
might  render  farther  explanations  neces- 
sary ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  House  wonkl 
not  tolerate  suspicions  or  doubts,  where 
none  whatever  existed,  by  adopting  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  said,  that  if  the  mo- 
tion had  been  merely  for  a  production  of 
papers,  he  should  not  have  taken  any  pact 
in  the  debate,  for  there  were  circum- 
stances which  would  make  it  extremely 
improper  in  him  to  state  any  opinion  opeo 
the  conduct  of  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  but  the  motion  con- 
veyed a  strong  censure  on  the  proceed- 
ings which  took  place  in  1806,  and,  know- 
ing what  he  did  of  those  proceedings^  he 
could  notjn  justice  to  the  persons  concerned 
in  them  remain  silent.  He  believed  that 
no  impartial  man  who  was  acquainted  with 
the  manner  in  which  that  Inquiry  was  in- 
stituted, and  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
conducted,  could  think  that  any  blame 
was  imputable  to  those  concerned  in  it. 
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In  NoTember^  1805,  he  receiTed  the 
commands  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  at* 
tend  him  i^t  Carlton  House,  and  his  Royal 
Highness  upon  that  occasion  informed  him, 
that  he  was  desirous  of  consulting  him  on 
m  matter  of  great  importance  to  himself 
(the  Prince)  to  his  family,  and  to  the 
8tate  ;  that  it  was  by  the  adfice  of  lord 
Thurlow  that  his  Royal  Highness  bad 
selected  him  to  advise  with;  and  his 
Soyal  Highness  either  said  in  express 
words,  or  conveyed  by  what  he  said,  the 
impression  that  what  had  principally  de- 
termined  that  he  (sir  S.  Romilly)  should 
be  advised  with,  was  that  he  was  not  con- 
nected in  any  manner  with  the  Prince, 
and  that  he  was  wholly  unconnected  with 
politics.  His  Royal  Highness  then  stated 
the  information  which  he  had  received  re- 
specting the  conduct  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  communicated  to  him,  and  told  him 
(sir  S.  Romilly)  that  the  information  should 
be  put  into  writing,  and  delivered  to  bim» 
in  order  that  he  might  give  his  opinion  and 
advice  upon  it. 

Soon  afterwards  the  written  information, 
with  certain  other  documents,  were  put 
into  his  hands :  he  considered  them  with 
/  all  the  attention  and  anxiety  which  their 
great  importance  demanded,  and  in  a  letter 
which  he  addressed  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
be  stated  the  impression  which  they  had 
made  on  him,  with  his  reasons,  at  conside- 
rable length.  After  this,  he  knew  that 
the  Prince  had  caused  means  to  be  taken 
to  ascertain,  as  far  as  was  possible,  the 
truth  or  falshood  of  the  statement  which 
bad  been  made  to  him,  and  those  means 
were,  as  he  believed,  adopted  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  lord  Thurlow. 

While  those  matters  were  depending, 
Mr.  Pitt  died,  and  in  consequence  of  his 
death  a  total  change  took  place  in  the  ad- 
ministration. In  that  change  he  was  ap- 
pointed Solicitor  General,  and  some  time 
afterwards  he  again  saw  the  Prince  on  the 
subject  of  the  Princess's  conduct,  and  by 
his  Royal  Highnesses  command  waited  on 
lord  Thurlow,  who  told  him  that  he  thought 
the  information  much  too  important  to  re- 
main without  any  step  being  taken  on  it ; 
that  it  ought  to  be  communicated  to  the 
ministers;  and  that  in  his  opinion  it  had 
already  remained  too  long  in  the  Prince's 
possession  unproceeded  on.  On  the  same 
day  he  delivered  this  message  to  the 
Prince,  and  immediately,  or  very  shortly 
af^r,  the  matter  was  communicated  to 
some  of  the  ministers,  and  his  Majesty 


was  pleased,  under  his  sign  manual,  to  au« 
thorise  the  four  privy  counsellors  who  have 
been  named,  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of 
the  representations  which  had  been  made, 
and  report  their  opinion  on  them.  Several 
meetings  then  took  place  for  the  exami- 
nation of  the  witnesses,  at  which  no  person 
was  present  besides  the  four  Commis- 
sioners and  himself,  and  the  only  office  he 
had  to  discharge  was  to  write  down  the 
depositionsof  the  witnesses,  and  read  them 
over  to  them  before  they  were  signed. 
Fur  this  office  he  was  selected  in  pre- 
ference to  the  then  Attorney- General,  or 
to  any  other  person,  merely  because  he 
was  iafready  acquainted  with  the  case,  and 
it  was  advisable,  if  it  should  not  be  there- 
fore necessary  to  institute  any  judicial  or 
legislative  proceeding,  that  as  much  se- 
crecy as  possible  should  be  observed. 

Having  been  present  at  all  the  exami- 
nations (except  on  one  day,  when  by  acci* 
dent  he  did  not  receive  the  notice),  he 
would  say  from  his  own  observations  that 
they  were  conducted  with  all  the  impar- 
tiahty  of  judges  acting  under  the  sacred 
obligations  of  an  oath.  Of  the  Report 
which'they  made,  it  would  be  highly  im- 
proper for  him  to  say  anything;  he  could 
not  state  any  opinions  without  adverting 
to  the  facts,  which,  considering  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  become  acquainted 
with  them,  it  was  his  doty  not  to  publish* 
Some  observations  hstd  been  made  on  tha 
opinion  afterwards  given  by  the  then  At- 
torney and  Solicitor  General.  Of  that 
opinion  he  would  only  say,  that  if  they 
did  not  recommend  a  prosecution  against 
any  of  the  witnesses,  it  certainly  was  not 
from  any  doubt  that  they  entertained  of 
the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  to  ad- 
minister an  oath,  or  of  the  legality  of  the 
commission  under  which  they  acted. 

Doubt,  however,  had  been  suggested 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  upon  its  legality,  and 
in  the  Letter  which  the  Princess  of  Wales 
addressed  to  the  King  in  1806,  and  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  ascribed  to  lord  Eldon, 
Mr.  Perceval,  and  the  present  Attorney 
General,  the  lecfality  of  all  the  proceed- 
ings are  called  in  question.  That  th^ 
letter  was  written  by  those  persons  he 
never  would  believe  till  he  heard  i^^om 
unquestionable  authority.  It  bore  the 
strongest  internal  evidence  that  it  could 
not  have  had  the  sanction  of  such  persons. 

The  objection,  indeed,  seemed  to  turn 
merely  upon  the  forms  observed  wiih  re- 
spect to  the  instrument  giving  the  autho- 
rity, and  yet  it  was  smtly  impossible  ta 
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doubt,  that  upon  a  representation  of  mis- 
conduct in  a  member  of  the  royal  family^ 
involving  besides  a  charge  of  high  treason, 
•nd  presenting  the  danger  of  a  disputed 
succession,  the  King's  verbal  authority  to 
a  number  pf  privy  counsellors  was  suffi- 
cient. The  letter  complains  that  the  or- 
dinary modes  of  inquiry  were  not  resorted 
to,  as  if  ministers  ought  immediately,  with- 
out endeavouring  to  investigate  the  truth 
of  the  charges,  to  have  caused  a  bill  of  in- 
dictment to  be  preferred  to  a  grand  jury, 
end  to  kindle  a  flame  in  the  kingdom  upon 
•  charge  of  such  importance,  when  possi- 
bly there  might  be  no  real  foundation  for 

The  slightest  knowledge  of  our  history 
^as  sufficient,  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  the 
conaant  recourse  had  to  such  inquiries. 
From  the  time  of  sir  John  Fenwick,  to  go 
no  earlier,  to  the  trials  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  and  Mr.  Hardy,  certain  members 
of  the  privy  council  had,  upon  a  charge 
of  treason,  or  treasonable  practices,  al- 
Vrays  inquired  into  the  truth  of  the 
charges,  before  any  judicial  proceeding 
was  instituted.  The  legality  of  such  pro- 
ceedings was  indeed  recorded  by  the 
whole  legislature.  In  the  act  passed  on 
occasion  of  Mr.  Harley's  life  having  been 
attempted  while  he  •was  sitting  as  a  privy 
counsellor  upon  such  an  inquiry,  the  act 
states  ^that  k  was  while  he  Was  in  dis- 
charge of  his  doty;  but  it  should  seem 
according  to  this  objection,  that  it  should 
have  been  stated  that  he  was  acting  ille- 
gally and  in  violation  of  his  duty.  That 
this  committee  of  the  privy  council  con* 
listed  only  of  four  persons,  could  afford  no 
objection;  no  one  would  pretend,  that  by 
JjBiw  a  larger  number  was  necessary. 

It  bad  been  said,  that  if  they  could  ac- 

3uit  they  must  have  had  a  right  to  con- 
emn,  as  if  an  ex- parte  examination  was 
sot  sufficient  in  all  cases  to  justify  an  ac- 
quittaU  and  as  if  it  could  in  any  case  war- 
rant a  condemnation.  When  Margaret 
]Nicholson  was  seized  in  a  treasonable  at- 
tempt on  the  King's  life,  and  when,  upon 
its  being  ascertained  upon  an  inquiry  be- 
fore a  committee  of  the  privy  council,  that 
she  was  disordered  in  her  mind,  and  in 
consequence  of  which  she  was  never 
brought  to  trial,  did  any  person  ever  ques- 
tion the  legality  of  the  proceeding  ?  Sure- 
ly, the  objection  could  never  have  been 
seriously  entertained,  and  never  could  have 
been  made  but  to  answer  the  most  factious 
purposes.  The  proceeding  of  1 806  was  en- 
sirely  an  ex-parte  pro€e^ing«  and  upon 
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that  alone  no  person  could  be  convicted 
of  any  ofience^  whatever  might  be  the 
evidence  on  which  it  had  proceeded.  He 
understood  that  it  had  been  treated  by  the 
Commissioners  themselves  as  an  ex-parte 
proceeding,  and  that  they  had  suggested 
that  a  copy  of  it  should  be  delivered  to 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  in  order  to  afford 
her  Royal  Highness  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
ducing  other  evidence,  if  she  shoald  de- 
sire it.  These  matters  with  respect  to  tke 
form  of  the  proceedings  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  state,  and  he  thought  it  as  much 
his  duty  not  to  say  any  thing  upon  ths 
merits  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Whitbread  observed,  that  the  hon. 
member  who  had  brought  forward  the  pre- 
sent motion  had  stated  his  intention  to  him, 
and  he  had  told  him,  that  he  thought  his 
first  Resolution  conld  not  be  adopted.  He 
therefore,  did  not  rise  in  support  of  it,  for 
he  concurred  in  much  that  bad  fallen 
from  the  noble  lord  opposite  ;  and  thoa^bt 
that,  at  this  period  at  least,  no  sach  motion 
could  be  entertained  by  the  Hoose,  as 
might  rejtider  it  the  vehicle  of  communi- 
cating to  the  public  at  large,  those  matters 
which  it  was  much  better  sboaid  be  sap- 
pressed.  He  must,  however,  remind  the 
noble  lord  of  his  expression  of  his  readi- 
ness to'  make  explanations,  particularly 
with  respect  to  the  more  recent  parts  of 
these  transactions. 

If  the  House  dismissed  this  subject 
without  any  further  explanations  or  pro- 
ceedings, the  Princess  of  Wales  woam,  in 
his  mind,  be  grossly  injured.  Her  Roysi 
Highness  complained  to  the  House,  of 
vague  and  ambiguous  blame  thrown  upon 
her,  and  demanded  explanation  *at  iessL 
By  the  common  uncontradicted  rumour,  it 
appeared,  that  she  had  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  King,  impeaching  the  proceedings 
of  the  four  noble  lords  who  were  the  Com- 
missioners in  i  800;  and  it  should  be  re* 
marked,  that  in  so  doing,  she  was  andcr« 
stood  to  be  acting  under  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Perceval.  Lord  BIdon,  it  was  also  stated, 
approved  of  that  letter.  The  same  was 
said  of  sir  T.  Plumer,  now  his  Majesty's 
Attorney- General,  who,  being  present, 
could  contradict  the  assertion,  if  it  were 
untrue.  He  wished  to  know  from  the 
noble  lord  opposite,  whether,  with  the 
privity  and  knowledge  of  those  persons, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  making  her  Royal 
Highnesses  innocence  manifest  to  the 
world,  a  work  was  not  printed,  intended 
to  be  published,  and  circulated  not  only 
throughout  England  but  Europe  I    Wheat 
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the  noble  lord  talked  of  an  appetite  for 
ilaoder  and  caluomy,  was  be  not  aware 
that  the  newspapers,  bad  lately  teemed 
with  paragraphs  and  extracts,  the  tendency 
of  which  was  to  -  libel  the  Princess,  of 
Wales  ?  Was  not  the  public  mind  in  a 
•tate  of  agitation  on  the  subject,  which  it 
was  highly  expedient  to  allay  ?  Nobody 
doubted  that  lady  Douglas  was  a  perjured 
person ;  but  though  that  was  not  doubted, 
•be  still  remained  a  competent  witness ; 
and,  therefore,  one  check  ought  to  be 
put  to  the  propagation  of  ambiguous  re- 
ports. 

It  appears  that  her  Royal  Highness,  find- 
ing the  intercourse  between  her  and  the 
young  Princess  was  restricted  more  and 
more,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Prince  Re- 

5ent,  which  was  twice  returned  unopened. 
Lt  length,  it  seems,  it  was  read  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  and  the  cold  answer  returned 
was,  that  ministers  had  received  no  com- 
mands on  the  subject.  That  letter  at  last 
found  its  way  into  the  public  prints ;  and 
4ben  his  Royal  Highness,  not  as  the  head 
«f  his  family,  but  as  Prince  Regent,  by 
the  advice  of  ministers,  summoned  a  privy 
4M)uncil  to  consalt  what  he  should  do :  and 
the  extraordinary  advice  of  this  privy 
council  to  his  Royal  Highness  was,  not  to 
refer  to  the  present  conduct  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  but  to  the  evidence  of  1 806,  and 
for  such  conduct  she  was  to  be  punished, 
and  not  for  any  thing  done  by  her  in 
1807,  1808, 1809>  or  any  subsequent  year. 
'  Then,'  (exclaimed  Mr.W.) '  under  what 
circumstances  stand  their  famous  proceed- 
ings of  1806,  for  which  alone  her  Royal 
Highness  is  to  be  punished?  All  the  wit- 
nesses against  her  perjured  and  blasted  I 
Yet  at  this  moment  sir  John  Douglas  is  in 
the  service  of  one  of  the  royal  family.  All 
ibe  witnesses  declared  infamous,  the  evi- 
dence is  declared  unworthy  of  credit, 
when  applied  to  the  principal  charge,  and 
yet  the  same  evidence  is  to  be  considered 
good  when  applied  to  levity  of  manners. 
It  was  considered  as  not  sufiicient  to  de- 

Erive  her  Royal  Highness  of  the  honours  of 
er  rank,  of  access  to  the  King,  of  society 
with  the  Princesses,  yet  it  is  now  to  be 
raked  up  again  to  remove  ber  from  her 
child  ?  It  is  so  admitted  by  the  noble 
lord,  and  yet  he  and  lord  Eldon  mix  up 
ibis  old  hash  of  evidence  as  the  only  testi* 
mony  that  couid  be  found  to  aflect  the 
Princess  of  Wales.  But,  was  not  this 
famous  evidence  of  1  %0Q  laid  before  the 
Prince's  legal  advisers,  Mr.  Adam,  Mr. 
Garrow,  and  Mr,  Jekyll?    I  should  be 


glad  to  know  how  the  last  insidious  para- 
graph of  that  opinion  came  before  the 
public  ?  Whether  it  was  not  so  made 
(Public  from  authority  ?  Again;  had  not 
tlie  cabinet  of  1807,  all  ihe  evidence 
given  in  lb06,  before  it,  and  the  legal  opi- 
nion of  the  Prince's  lawyers  I  just  referred 
to  into  the  bargain,  when  their  verdict  of 
unqualified  Acquittal  was  given?  From 
this  verdict  they  now  seem  to  shrink,  be- 
cause the  evidence  is  stale  and  forgotten.' 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  read  the  Minute  of 
Council  of  1807;  it  was  signed  by  lords 
Castlereagh  and  Eldon,  and  doubted  the 
legality  of  the  commission  that  sat  upon 
the  council  in  1806.  Yet,  (added  the 
hon.  gentleman)  those  noble  lords  who  ia 
1 807  doubt  the  legality  of  the  proceedinga 
of  1 806,  now  go  back  to  those  same  pro* 
ceedings  of  1806,  as  tbeir  only  guide.' 
{He  then  read  that  part  of  the  Ininute  of 
1807,  that  not  only  entirely  acquits  the 
PhncessW  Wales  of  every  charge  of  cri- 
minality brought  against  her  by  the 
Douglasses,  but  exculpates  her  likewise 
from  every  hint  of  unguarded  levity  at- 
tributed to  her  by  the  Commissioners'  in 
180^.]  'Do then,'  said  Mr.  Whitbread, 
'  Do  lord  Castlereagh  or  lord  Eldon,  mean 
to  escape  from  their  words  ?'  There  tjever 
was  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty  like  this.  The 
Princess  of  Wales  threatened  a  publica- 
tion of  her  case  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Perce- 
val, lord  Eldon,  and  sir  Thomas  Pluroer,  if 
she  was  not  received  at  court;  this  they 
advised  ber  to  do.  But  the  publication 
was  delayed  till  lord  Eldon  and  Mr.  Per«> 
ceval  kissed  hands;  what  could  have  been 
the  feelings  of  lord  Eldon  and  Mr.  Perce- 
val when  they  advised  the  publication, 
but  that  she  was  innocent— immaculate? 
So  much  for  the  candour,  fairness,  and 
liberality  of  those  by  whose  verdict  the 
Princess  of  Wales  is  now  to  be  tried  Did 
lord  Eldon,  or  any  other  conscientious  and 
doubting  judge  reserve  to  himself  a  mode 
of  escape  by  the  specialty  of  the^harge? 
Do  they  purpose  to  say  that  there  was  anjr 
other  meaning  to  the  word  innocent? 
When  is  a  verdict  to  stand  good  ?  No 
counsel,  no  witnesses,  no  examination  in 
her  favor — and  yet  the  verdict  pronounced 
by  these  very  persons  is  Not  Guilty. 

Will  it,  then,  be  permitted  to  any  one; 
will  it  be  endured,  Will  it  be  allowed  to 
Englishmen,  to  rake  up  this  evidence 
again,  and  upon  this  evidence  to  con- 
demn, to  defame,  to  punish  ?  Let,  then, 
the  House  and  the  country  recollect  the 
verdict  of  1807,  and  the  report  of  18 IS; 
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and  then  recollect  that  the  privy  eoancil 
was  sent  back  to  the  period  of  )  806.  Can 
they  suppose  the  Princess  can  submit  to 
these  imputations?  If  Mr.  Perceval  had 
been  alive  he  would  not  ha?e  sufiered  this; 
but  Mr.  Perceval  is  dead— and  her  former 
defenders  mute.  Is  it  to  be  permitted  to 
go  back  to  evidence  given  before  this  sen* 
tence  of  acquittal,  and  to  pronounce  anew 
verdict  of  guilty  ?  Was  ever  woman  so 
triumphant?  Let  the  public  recollect, 
that  no  one  act  has  passed  since  1 807,  that 
the  actife  breath  of  slander  has  dared  to 
bring  against  the  Princess  of  Wales* 

The  hon.  member  then  read  the  late 
Seport^and  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the 
noble  lord  had  tauntingly  asserted  that  the 
Princess  of  Wales  had,  doubtless,  some 
legal  adviser,  or  some  friends  within  those 
wails,  who  would  be  found  to  advocate  her 
^  cause.  It  had  been  so.  Sbe|had  a  power- 
ful legal  adviser  in  that  House  in  the  late 
IV!  r.  Perceval.  Many,  too,  of  the  most 
able  men  in  the  country,  in  the  House  and 
out  of  it,  had  been  ber  friends  and  ad- 
visers ;  among  them  he  could  name  lord 
Eldon,  and  sir  Thomas  Plamer.  It  was 
due  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Perceval,  to 
state,  that  to  his  dying  day  he  always  pub- 
licly proclaimed  the  innocence  of  the 
Princess,  but  as  for  her  other  surviving 
friends  they  were  mute.  No  doubt,  the 
Princess  had  her  legal  adviser,  one  who 
would  never  shrink  from  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  duties  of  his  situation, 
or  disown  his  being  such  adviser,  to 
him  who  had  any  right  to  question  him. 
For  himself,  in  performing  what  he  did, 
he  would  not  call  himself  the  friend  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  but  the  friend  of  jus- 
tice. ^ 

Her  iRoyal  Highness  ought  not  to  be 
the  only  person  in  this  country,  so  famed 
for  its  humanity,  without  a  friend,  or  a 
legal  adviser.  What  resource  was  left  to 
her  but  an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  parlia- 
ment? Her  Royal  Highnesses  Letter 
was  nothing  more  than  the  appeal  of  a 
mother  for  the  company  of  her  child,  and 
he  would  not  assent  to  the  character  of  a 
contrary  nature  which  had  been  given  to 
It.  As  to  her  Letter  to  parliament,  he 
thought  the  Speaker  highly  praise-worthy 
for  having  laid  it  before  the  House,  and 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  ground  the 
Speaker  of  the  other  House  declined  to  do 
the  same.  That  Letter  was  the  Petition 
of  an  injured  woman,  the  first  subject  in 
the  land :  it  was  a  petition  of  a  kind  of 
Which  we  had  same  example  in  the  earlier 
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days  of  oar  history,  when  a  brutal  tyrant 
wished  to  get  rid  of  a  consort  of  whom  he 
was  tired;  Her  Royal  Highnesses  appeal, 
though  not  perhaps  in  words,  was  in  sub- 
stance the  same  as  that  of  the  persecuted 
Anna  Boleyn  :  "  Let  me  receive  an  open 
'*  trial,  for  my  truth  shall  fear  no  open 
"  shame.''*  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Lords  had  twice  returned  her  Letter,  at 
we  hear,  unopened.  "  You,  Sir, (address* 
ing  the  Speaker)  have,  if^ith  great  proprie- 
ty, submitted  the  Letter  which  you  re- 
ceived to  our  consideration.  Suppose  yoa 
had  refused  to  present  her  petition !  It 
might  have  happened.  Sir,  that  nobody 
else  would  have  presented  it  The  hon. 
gentleman,  who  is  the  mover  of  this  ques- 
tion, once  gave  me  a  petition,  which  be 
(old  me  13S  members  had  refused  to  pre- 
sent. This  might  have  been  the  situation 
of  the  Princess  of  Wales."*  Mr.  W.  then 
moved  as  an  Amendment  to  the  motion, 
that  an  Address  be  presented  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  praying  Uiat  a  copy  of  the  Re- 
port to  which  her  Royal  Highness  had  re- 
ferred, be  laid  before  the  House. 

Lord  CaHlereagh  was  particularly  glad 
that  he  had  reserved  himself  as  to  the  Let- 
ter of  her  royal  highness  the  Princes  of 
Wales,  till  he  had  heard  what  had  Mien 
from  the  hon.  gentleman.  He  repelled 
wjth  great  indignation  the  charge  of  that 
hon.  gentleman,  that  the  duke  of  Port- 
land's  cabinet  had  been  prevuled  upon 
by  Mr.  Perceval  to  take  the  part  of  her 
Royal  Highness.  The  fekct  was,  that  Mr. 
Perceval  having  been  then  out  of  office, 
was  professionally  concerned  for  the  Prin- 
cess ;  he  had  with  that  delicacy  and  honour 
which  were  peculiar  to  hira,  declined  to 
take  any  part  whatever  in  that  proceeding. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  also  suppreaaed 
another  fact  of  importance,  and  of  whicb 
the  documents  must  have  informed  him, 
in  a  manner  not  consistent  with  candour; 
namely,  that  the  Report  of  the  four  con- 
mtssioners  had  been  submitted  to  lord 
Grenville's  cabinet,  who  bad  come  to  a 
Resolution,  of  which  the  minute  of  the 
duke  of  Portland's  cabinet  was  little,  if  at 
all,  more  than  a  confirmation.  The  noble 
lord  would  not  enter  into  details,  which  it 
was  inconsistent  with  his  duty  to  explain, 
but  he  most  confidently  denied  the  charge 
of  inconsistency  that  had  been  made 
against  himself  and  his  colleagues.  The 
last  commission  was  not  to  inquire  into 

*  See  HowelPs  State  IVials,  vol.  I,  p. 
427. 
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and  try  over  tgain  her  Royal  HighnesB^s 
conduct,  wbich  bad  been  cleared  by  tbe 
former  cabinets;  it  was  to  advise  the 
Prince  Regent  on  a  particular  point,  on 
which  his  Royal  Highness  condescended 
to  ask  the  opinion  of  his  privy  council ; 
advice  to  that  point  they  gave — advice 
that  he  should  be  always  prepared  to  de- 
fend ;  but  nothing  could  be  more  unjust 
than  to  impute  any  inconsistency  to  those 
who  recommended  so  obvious,  and  he 
would  add,  necessary  a  measure. — He  now 
came  to  consider  the  Princess's  Letter, 
which  had  been  so  eulogized  by  the  hon* 
gentleman ;  of  that  Letter  he  should  speak 
his  mind  freely,  and  in  doing  so,  should 
consider  it  as  tbe  production  of  indiscreet 
advisers,  to  which  her  Royal  Highness 
had  been  unfortunately  induced  to  attach 
her  name.  This  Letter,  taken  aritogether, 
with  its  several  statements,  hints,  and  in- 
nuendos,  he  could  not  but  consider  as  a 
manifesto  questioning  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  RegenVs  conduct  with  regard 
to  his  daughter.  It  was  a  Letter  calculated 
to  involve  the  young  Princess  in  these 
feuds,  and  to  sow  division  and  jealousy 
between  the  child  and  the  father.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  called  this  letter  no- 
thing but  a  maternal  appeal  againjt  in- 
creased restrictions  of  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  mother  and  her  royal  daughter ; 
it  was  not  so,  it  was  not  such  an  appeal,  it 
was  an  inflamed  statement  of  all  the  topics 
of  grievance  that  could  be  raked  together 
with  a  view  of  effecting  the  object  of  her 
Royal  Highnesses  advisers.  There  were 
DO  additioifal  restrictions  imposed  at  this 
period  that  could  have  warranteS  this 
letter.  The  Princess  Charlotte  was  still 
as  before  permitted  to  see  her  mother  once 
a  week,  when  fthe  was  in  town ;  but  when 
the  was  removed  to  Windsor,  it  was  found 
inconvenient,  and  injurious  to  her  educa* 
tion,  that  a  journey  to  London  should  oc- 
cupy three  days  out  of  every  six;  it  was 
therefore  determined,  that  her  Royal  High- 
ness, during  the  period  of  her  residence  at 
Windsor,  should  visit  London  and  her 
royal  mother  but  once  a  fortnight ;  but  it 
never,  that  the  noble  lord  had  heard,  was 
intended  to  continue  this  restriction  be- 
yond the  residence  at  Windsor,  and  when 
the  Princess  Charlotte  should  have  return- 
ed to  town,  all  would  have  gone  on  as  be- 
fore. Was  this,  he  would  ask,  a  restriction 
of  such  injury  and  oppression  a&  to*  call 
for  this  accusatory  letter?  This  was  tbe 
whole  of  what  had  been  magnified  into  a 
great  infliction  of  punishment  and  infe- 


rence of  guilt,  and  be  was  sure  tbe  House 
would  see  it  as  he  did,  to  be  a  matter  in  no 
ways  sufficient  to  justify  the  Letter  of  her 
Royal  Highness.  In  ref^pect  to  the  eon* 
duct  of  the  Prince,  he  did  ail  that  lay  in 
his  power  to  secure  sound  advice.  He 
called  in  all  the  heads  of  the  law,  and  the 
church,  to  advise  merely  to  one  point,  what 
restraints  should  be  placed  on  the  inter- 
course between  the  Princess  and  her  daugh- 
ter. There  never  was  a  stronger  imputa- 
tion cast  on  any  one  than  was  cast  on  the 
Prince  by  the  legal  advisers  of  tbe  letter  of 
the  Princess — it  was  an  appeal  to  the  coun- 
try against  their  prince,  and  an  appeal  to 
the  child  against  her  parent.  But  of  all  the 
paragraphs  of  the  Letter,  that  which  re- 
lated to  the  canting  paragraph  about  the 
confirmation,  was  the  most  reprehensible  ; 
for  if  her  Royal  Highness  had  ever  spoken 
to  the  bishop  of  Salisbury,  the  tutor  of  the 
Princess,  on  the  subject,  with  a  wish  on 
her  part  to  have  the  ceremony  performed, 
he  could  have  told  her  that  it  was  his  Ma- 
jesty's express  wish  it  should  not  take 
place  till  the  Princess  had  attained  her 
18th  year.  The  country,  he  was  sure, 
would  feel  tha^  the  Prince  had  discharged 
his  duty ;  and  that  his  consultation  with 
the  council  on  the  education  of  his  child 
was  a  proot  of  his  love  of  his  people,  and 
that  he  had  shewn  an  anxious  desire  to 
exercise  the  prerogative  of  educating  his. 
daughter,  with  a  just  sense  of  its  great  im- 
portance. It  was  not  by  any  means  just 
to  infer  that  any  criminality  was  imputed 
to  the  Princess,  for  the  separation  8lt>ne 
was  sufficient  to  justify  the  restraints,  and 
they  ought  to  be  considered  merely  as 
matter  of  regulation  arising  out  of  the  un- 
fortunate circtmistance  of  the  separation. 
He  would  maintain  that  the  hon.  member 
bad  not  laid  any  parliamentary  grounds 
for  his  Amendment,  not  haying  shewn 
what  course  of  proceedings  he  would 
adopt,  if  the  Report  was  laid  on  the  table* 
and  therefore  he  should  oppose  his  motion. 
Sir  Thomas  Plumar  being  alluded  to  per- 
sonally, felt  himself  called  on  to  make  a 
few  observations :  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther he  was  called  on  to  defend  himself 
aj^ainst  a  charge  for  having  been  an  ad- 
viser of  the  Princess,  or  for  having  given 
his  advice,  or  for  not  being  any  longer  her 
adviser.  As  to  the  first  point,  he  had  to 
say,  that  he  was  commanded,  in  1800,  to 
attend  her  Royal  Highness  at  Blackheath, 
to  assist  in  defending  her  from  the  charge 
at  that  time  made  a^inst  her.  Did  he  do 
vrrong  in  not  withholding  that  advice? 
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As  to  the  second  point,  was  it  expected  lie 
should  teli  what  advice  he  bad  given? 
He  did  not  think  he  ought  to  be  called  on 
to  stand  there  as  a  defendant ;  and  be  cer- 
tainly should  not  act  very  professionally 
if  he  had  disclosed  what  advice  he  had 
given.  He  had,  however,  the  consolation 
of  being  able  to  say,  that  bis  opinion  was 
in  complete  unison  with  that  of  Mn  Per' 
ceval,  who  was  not  at  that  time  in  the 
cabinet,  or  in  any  political  situation.  He 
also  had  the  consolation  to  say,  that  his 
advice  had  been  successful  in  defending 
her  Royal  Highness  against  the  charge 
then  meditated  against  her.  He  would 
not,  however,  be  then  tempted  to  commu- 
nicate^ what  that  advice  was.  He  agreed 
with  what  had  been  publicly  stated  by 
Mr.  Perceval,  that*  throughout  the  whole 
discussion  he  could  not  discover  any  thing 
to  allow  him  to  think  there  was  any  just 
foundation  for  the  charge  that  was  pre- 

.  ferred.  On  the  third  point*  he  could  only 
•ay  it  was  from  no  act  of  his  own  that  he 
was  no  longer  a  legal  adviser  of  her  Royal 
Highness.  She  had  no  doubt  voluntarily 
made  choice  of  persons  much  better  able 
than  he  was  to  give  her  advice. 

Mr,  Brand  said,  he  was  disappointed  in 
the  speech  he  had  just  beard :  he  expected, 
to  have  heard  some  reply  to  the  allusions 
made  to  the  learned  gentleman.  In  his 
opinion  circumstances  had  come  out  which 
made  him  think  the  country  was  exposed 
to  much  difficulty  and  ganger.  The 
noble  lord  had  made  no  satisfactory  reply 
to  his  hon.  friend ;  it  was  not  enough  to 
say  the  Regent  had  the  sole  prerogative  of 
educating  his  daughter.  Statements  had 
been  handed  about  in  which  it  was  said, 
the  Princess  was  accused  by  suborned  wit« 
nesses,  and  to  suffer  the  matter  to  rest  here 
was  a  denial  of  justice  to  the  Princess;  foi; 
this  reason  he  would  support  Uie  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Stuari  Wortley  said,  he /ek  very 
warmly  on  this  occasion,  as  a  man  of  ho- 
nour and  a  gentleman,  but  he  could  not 
vote  either  for  the  original  motion  or  the 
amendment.  He  must  at  the  same  time 
say,  it  was  not  the  speech  of  ehe  noble 
lord  that  induced  him  to  come  to  this  de- 
termination ;  for  the  noble  lord  had  left 
the  points  which  were  the  most  material 

in  the  discussion    without  atiy   answer. 

He  considered  this  a  most  galling  and  dis- 
graceful subject,    no  less  than  dragging 

itke  royal  family  before  the  House.  The 
true  question  was,  whether  ministers  had 
done  their  duty,  first  to  their  Kingi  and  se- 
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condly  to  their  country.  In  his  opinion, 
the  four  commissioners  appointed  in  1 800 
had  gone  farther  than  they  were  required 
to  do.  The  con^missioners  were  to  exa- 
mine into  a  charge  of  one  kind  only  ;  but 
,  from  the  evidence  brought  to  support  tbts 
the^  formed  another,  and  thus  exceeded 
their  jurisdiction.  If  their  report  was 
only  to  go  to  the  King,  this  circumstance 
would  not  have  been  material,  but  as  it  was 
to  go  to  the  Princess,  it  was  sure  to  b« 
productive  of  such  difficulties  a^  no  womaa 
could  submit,  without  complaint,  to  the 
imputations  that  were  cast  upon  her.  But 
passing  by  this  Report,  the  next  to  be  con- 
sidered was  that  of  1807,  which  was  a 
complete  acquittal  as  to  every  point.  This 
the  noble  lord  had  not  denied  in  bis 
speech  ;  but  the  ministers  of  that  day  not 
only  acqtiitted  her  Royal  Highness,  but 
went  farther,  and  advised  his  Majesty  to 
receive  the  Princess  at  court.  With  such 
a  Report  in  existence,  why  was  it  neces- 
sary now  to  ransack  the  evidence  of  1 806, 
and  to  rake  together  the  docdmenls  of 
that  period  to  found  a  Report  upon  what 
regulations  were  necessary  to  govern  the 
intercourse  between  the  Princess  and  her 
daughter  ?  Documents,  in  crushing  which 
the  noble  lord  had  formerly  been  a  party. 
If,  instead  of  such  an  unjustifiable  pro- 
ceeding, his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  had  been  advised  to  say, '  I  am  the 
father  of  this  child,  and  I  will  act  as  a 
father  is  impowered  to  do.  I  am  Prince 
of  these  realms,  and  I  will  exercise  my 
prerogative  of  educating  the  successor  to 
the  throne' — the  country  would  have  been 
satisfied,  in  his  opinion,  as  he  did  not  con- 
ceive the  Princess  was  so  popular,  as  to 
fear  that  such  advice  would  not  have  been 
universally  approved  of.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber said,  he  had  as  high  notions  of  royalty 
as  any  man ;  but  he  must  say  that  all  such 
proceedings  contributed  to  pull  it  down. 
He  was  very  sorry  we  had  a  royal  family 
who  did  not  take  warning  from  what  was 
said  and  thought  concerning  them.  They 
seemed  to  be  the  only  persons  in  the 
country  who  were  wholly  regardless  of 
their  own  welfare  and  respectability.  He 
would  not  have  the  Prince  Regent  lay  the 
flattering  unction  to  his  soul,  and  think  his 
conduct  would  bear  him  harmless  through 
all  these  transactions.  He  said  this  with  no 
disrespect  to  him  or  his  family :  no  man 
was  more  attached  to  the  House  of 
Brunswick  than  he  was;  but  had  he  a 
sister  in  the  same  situation  with  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  he  woold 
say  that  she  was  ex^ce^dingly  iil-treatcd. 
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Sir  Sawmel  BomUfy  wd,  the  hon.  mem- 
ber was  mistaken  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
powers  gifen  to  the  commissioners  in 
]  806.  He  bad  no  authority  for  saying 
the  noble  lords  had  officiously  entered  on 
other  points  besides  those  wiiich  were  re- 
ferred to  them.  He  would  ask  the  hon. 
member,  if  he  bad  ever  read  the  commis- 
sion i  He  (sir  Samuel)  had  seen  it,  and  if 
be  did  not  very  much  mistake  it,  it  went  to 
direct  the  four  noble  lords  to  Inquire  into 
all  the  facts  contained  in  the  statement  of 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  which  had  been 
submitted  to  his  Majesty  ;  among  which 
were  other  matters,  besides  those  forming 
the  ffroond  of  the  principal  charge  against 
her  Koyal  Highness. 

Mr.  W.  Smiih  fully  participated  in  what 
fell  from  the  hon.  member  who  spoke  last 
but  one ;  if  his  sister  had  been  treated  as 
the  Princess  of  Wales  had  been,  he  should 
feel  hiipself  extremely  sore.  He  regretted 
be  could  not  see  his  way  clear  how  justice 
could  be  done  to  the  Princess,  and,  there- 
fore, wished  his  hon.  friend  would  explain 
what  further  proceedings  he  had  in  con- 
templation. 

Mr.  Pan$anlm  could  not  accede  to  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  friend,  yet  he  was  al- 
ignoyt  inclined  so  to  do,  from  the  admirable, 
incomparable,  resistless  eloquence  with 
which  he  ursed  it.  He  would  ask,  was  it 
competent  for  this  House  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  Princess's  Letter  r  The  Re- 
port of  1 806  ought  not  to  be  laid  before 
the  House.  Was  there  any  thing  in  it 
that  ought  to  be  submitted  to  their  con- 
aideration  ?  Suppose  the  Report  to  be  on 
the  table,  what  would  they  do  with  it? 
f^ould  they  address  the  Prince  Regent  for 
a  trial  ?  Could  they  condemn  i  Could 
tbey  acquit  ?  This  was  truly  an  attack  on 
the  government ;  and  the  defence  of  the 
noble  lord  was  worthy  of  the  newspapers 
which  advocated  his  cause.  He  denied 
that  any  person  in  opposition  had  had  any 
connection  with  the  publication  of  the 
papers,  or  with  any  part  of  the  transac- 
tion ;  be  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  all 
proceedings  therein,  and  he  should  despise 
jany  one  who  could  make  the  royal  quarrel 
a  stepping-stone  to  office  :  he  had  never 
BQ  none ;  those  he  acted  with  had  never 
•o  done ;  and  he  wished  he  could  say  as 
iDuch  for  the  living  and  the  dead,  and  that 
all  could  lay  their  hands  on  their  hearts 
and  say  the  same.  He  despised  such  base 
and  despicable  conduct  from  the  bottom 
of  his  soul. 

Mr.  WhUhread  said,  after  the  qnestion 
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asked  of  him  by  his  hon.  friend,  he  might* 
perhaps,  be  allowed  to  make  good  i^  defi- 
ciency in  his  former  speech,  by  explaining 
what  his  further  views  and  intentions  were* 
provided  he  should  succeed  in  his  motioii 
of  that  night,  and  obtain  the  Report  allude^ 
to  in  the  Letter  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  to 
the  Speaker.  It  certainly  was  his  inten- 
tion, in  the  event  of  the  success  of  his  first 
motion,  to  have  followed  it  up  by  motions 
for  such  papers  as  might  appear  necessary 
for  the  furtner  elucidation  of  the  business* 
and  for  the  justification  or  conviction  of 
the  person  who  had  thrown  herself,  as  her 
last  resource,  upon  the  justice  and  mercv 
of  the  House.  But  the  few  hours  which 
bad  passed  since  he  moved  his  Amend- 
ment, bad  so  entirely  altered  the  state  of 
the  case,  that  he  should  not  now  even  press 
a  division.  The  most  complete  defiance 
on  the  part  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  had 
been  thrown  out,  in  the  presence  of  those 
persons  who  had  the  fullest  opportunity  of 
inquiry,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  inquire 
into  every  part  of  her  conduct — who  had 
the  means  of  searching  her  very  heart. 
So  completely  did  she  now  appear  ac- 
quitted of  all  possible  imputation  of  blame* 
even  by  those  persons  from  whom  the  as- 
persiopf  were,  by  the  world,  supposed,  in 
the  last  Report,  to  have  been  thrown  upon 
her,  that  it  was  in  his  mind  unnecessary  to 
press  the  matter  to  a  division.  Her  inno- 
cence was  entire — it  was  complete.  To 
such  restrictions  as  the  Prince  Regent  in 
his  capacity  of  father  to  the  Princess 
Charlotte,  or  by  the  advice  of  his  minister^* 
might  think  proper  to  impose  upon  her  in- 
tercourse with  her  daughter,  she  most  sub- 
mit. It  was  her  lot.  But  she  had  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  her  reputation 
henceforward  was,  by  the  confession  of  all 
parties,  without  imputation  or  reproach. 
From  these  considerations^  he  should  nqt 
press  a  division. 

Mr.  Coming  could  not  sufficiently  praise 
the  honest  and  manly  warmth  shewn  by 
the  hon.  member  who  spoke  last :  but  all 
motions  similar  to  the  present  he  should 
resist.  He  never  would  consent  to  sup- 
port that  which,  however  plausible  at  th^ 
moment,  would  endanger  the  permaneul 
interests  of  the  country.  Besides,  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  motions  was  lessened,  if  the 
object  was  to  declare  the  entire  acquittal 
of  the  Princess ;  because,  from  the  tone 
of  the  noble  lord,  as  well  as  his  repeated 
declarations  of  her  innocence,  any  further 
proceedings  were  unnecessary.  He  was 
prepared  to  assert  and  naintaiiiu  that  ths 
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words  and  meaning  of  Ihe  cabinet  Report 
in  1S07,  conveyed  a  complete,  satisfactory 
and  unlimited  acquittal.  He  would  not 
have  supported  the  late  Minute  of  the 
council  bad  he  been  in  the  cabinet ;  he 
should  have  been  content  to  say  that  his 
Royal  Highness-was  the  master  of  his  own 
family  ;  as  father  and  sovereign,  he  had  a 
right  to  direct  and  controul  the  conduct  of 
his  daughter,  and  to  regulate  whom  she 
should  see,  and  whom  she  should  not  see. 
The  Minute,  be  was  glad  to  hear  itoWned, 
left  acquitted  innocence,  as  it  was,  before 
the  council  made  their  Report.  It  was 
hard  to  stop  these  discussions;  but  it  was 
better  they  should  be  so  done,  than  left 
whereu  it  would  be  difficult  to  controul 
their  circulation.    He  (Mr.  Canning)  disap- 

f)roved  of  the  original  publication  of  the 
etter  as  the  cause  of  all  the  mischief.  He 
would  not  have  raised  the  flame  by  calling 
.in  the  aid  of  other  persons  to  assist  the 
cabinet,  which  had  given  to  the  proceed- 
ing a  character  of  uneasiness  and  anxiety 
that  had  been  very  injurious. 

Sir  f¥.  Crarrow  maintained  that  the  Prince 
R«gent  was  plated  by  the  appearance  of 
the  letter  in  print,  in  a  situation  that  forced 
him  to  take  the  opinion  of  grave  honoura- 
ble persons,  as  to  the  line  he  was  to  adopt 
upon  this  subject.  He  denied  being  a 
party  to  the  publication  of  the  extracts, 
which  appeared  in  a  newspaper  some  days 
back.  What  took  place  was  this,  he  and 
Mr.  Adam,  and  Mr.  Jekyll,  were  not  called 
to  revise  the  proceedings  of  the  council  in 
'1806,  but  they  were  commanded  by  the 
Prince  to  give  their  opinions  upon  ques- 
tions proposed  to  them.  They  met  at  his 
house,  lot  ked  up  all  the  papers  while  the 
suWct  was  in  discussion ;  they  destroyed 
all  the  copies  but  on^,  and  he  had  not  seen 
the  papers  since,  till  he  was  shewn  the 
extract  that  was  printed  in  one  of  the 
newspapers  the  other  day. 

Mr.  Yorke  requested  Mr.  C.  Johnstone 
to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  C,  Johnstone  refused  so  to  do,  adding, 
that  it  was  a  proud  day  for  him,  because 
it  had  completely  established  the  hino- 
cence  of  her  royal  highness  the  Princess 
of  Wales, 

The  question  was  put,  and  Mr.  C.  John« 
stone's  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division.     The  Honse  then  adjourned. 
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FttTlTIONS    BESPECTIMO  TBB  ClAIMS  OF 


THE  Roman  Cai-houcs.]  Earl  Fifzwilliam, 
presented  a  Petition  from  Leeds,  in  favour 
of  the  Catholics.  The  duke  of  Sussex  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  the  Catholics  of  the 
counties  of  Sligo  and  Wexford,  praying 
for  the  repeal  of  the  several  statutes 
against  them. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdawne  presented  » 
Petition  to  the  same  efl'ect  from  the  Ca- 
tholics of  the  city  of  Limerick  ;  and  ia 
doing  so,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  state, 
what  the  petitioners  did  not  ask.  They 
asked  for  no  political  power  as  a  body : 
they  only  asked  that  they,  as  individuals, 
might  at  the  pleasure  of  a  Protestant  so- 
vereign, or  a  Protestant  community,  be 
eligible  to  such  offices  as  the  Protestant 
sovereign  or  Protestant  community  oilght 
think  them  calculated  to  fill  with  advan- 
tage to  the  country  :  they  a»ked  for  no 
establishment  of  their  own  Church  in  the 
place  of  the  establishment  of  the  Church 
of  England :  they  only  asked,  that  tb^y 
might,  without  a  stigma  upon  them,  exer- 
cise their  own  religion.  They  wished  for 
no  change  in  any  of  the  establishments  of 
the  state,  but  only  the  opportunity  of  de- 
fending those  establishments  which  tbeir 
conduct  and  their  oaths  proved  them  will- 
ing to  protect  and  support.  This  he  had 
thought  proper  to  say,  because,  from  what 
he  had  read  and  heard,  he  knew  that  roost 
unfounded  insinuations  and  statements  bad 
gone  abroad  respecting  the  vieivs  of  tktf 
Catholics. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  March  8. 

Army  Estimates.]  The  House  bsTing 
resolve^  into'a  Committee  of  Supply,  u> 
which  all  the  papers  presented  by  die 
Secretary  at  War  on  the  subject^  were  or« 
dered  to  be  referred. 

Lord  Palmtrston  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  before  the  committee  the  Amy 
Estimates  for  the  year.  In  executing  tbit 
task,  his  lordship  observed  that  it  wo«dd 
not  be  nece<(sary  to  occupy  much  of  tbeir 
time.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were 
so  well  acquainted  wHh  the  nature -of  the 
forms  of  these  Estimates,  that  he  had  no 
observations  to  offer  on  that  head;  b«i 
might  content  himself  with  stating  tbo  irfr» 
rtations  between  the  amounts  for  the  pa^ 
sent  and  the  last  year.  These  variatiffA 
he  should  premise;  arose  solely  froitt/tiHi 
increase  of  our  establishments^  wIStft 
from  a  general  view  of  the  matter,  visald 
be  found  to  have*  been  augmented  by  iInt 
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number  of  12,000  men,  occasioning  the 
additional  expence  of  3yO,0(X)/.  This  in- 
crease,  be  repeated,  was  owing  to  the  in- . 
creased  numbers  of  our  etlective  force, 
and  not  from  any  additional  expenditure 
on  items  in  the  EHimates  di Bering  from 
preceding  years.  The  best  mode  of  ren- 
dering these  Estimates  clear  to  the  com- 
mittee, would  be  to  take  them  head  by 
head  ;  and  though  this  would  lead  him 
aon^ewhat  into  detail,  he  trusted  that 
ivould  be  compensated  by  tlie  satisfactory 
iriew  it  allowed  him  to  take  of  our  military 
situation.  . 

The  first  head  to  which  he  should  direct 
their  attention  was  the  Land  Forces,  which 
comprehended  the  whole  regular  army, 
with  the  exception  of  foreign  corps  in 
JBriiish  pay,  the  regiments  employed  in 
the  territorial  possessions  of  tbe  East  India 
Company,  and  the  embodied  militia,  in 
this  part  there  had  been  an  accessioi^  of 
9,600  men,  and  an  additional  expenee  of 
299,000/.  In  noticing  a  few  of  the  subdi- 
"vieions  under  this  head,  he  had  to  state 
that  an  augmentation  had  taken  place  in 
the  household  troops  to  the  namber  of 
970  men,  at  tlie  expence  of  ]  3,000/.  This 
consisted  of  two  troops  added  to  the  life, 
and. two  to  the  horse  guards,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  regiments  be  ins  sent  on  fo- 
reign service  to  the  peninsula.  He  had 
also  to  inform  the  committee  that  a  similar 
increase  of  419  men,  and  9,000/.  of  ex- 
pence  bad  taken  place  in  the  21st  and 
23d  regimenu  of  light  dragoons.  In  the 
infantry  of  the  line  there  was  an  accession 
of  5,300,  and  an  expence  of  109,000/. 
which  arose  partly  from  the  addition  of 
other  battalions  to  several  regiments,  and 
partly  from  the  formation  of  other  veteran 
battalions  and  provincial  corps.  Of  the 
latter  the  number  was  2,000  more  than 
jembraced  in  last  year's  estimates,  and  the 
/expence  85,000/.  The  increase  of  veteran 
battalions  was  accounted  for  from  the 
number  of  men  whom  the  toils  of  the  cam- 
paign had  worn  out,  and  who,  though 
unfit  for  the  hardships  of  the  field,  were 
fully  competent  to  do  garrison  duty,  and 
for  this  purpose  they  bad  been  formed 
into  a  force  of  this  description  at  Lisbon. 
A  fifth  garrison  battalion  had  also  been 
formed  in  tbe  West  Indies,  of  soldiers  un- 
^t  any  longer  to  endure  the  fatigues  of 
active  service,  and  he  was  sure  the  com- 
mittee would  accord  with  him  in  esti- 
mating this  excellent  mode  of  providing 
for  the  old  servants  of  the  country  while 
l^ey  cofitiaued  and  enlarged  the  term  of 


their  osefulnesg.  Another  troop  had  aho 
been  added  to  the  waggon  train>  by  which 
that  force  was  made  to  consist  of  12  com* 
panics  instead  of  11.  They  were  thus 
disposed  of — 9  troops  were  iu  the  penin- 
sula, and  3  troops  were  at  home,  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  and  preserving  a 
depot  to  supply  contingencies  among 
those  upon  service.— There  were  this 
year  also  two  additional  fencible  regi- 
ments raised  in  Canada  and  New  Bi  uns- 
wick;  the  former,  called  the  Glengar^ 
fencibles,  consisted  of  Scotsmen  who  had 
settled  in  that  province,  and  tbe  latter 
were  called  the  New  fiiunswick.  Their 
services  were  limited  to  North  America, 
where  they  were  found  to  be  very  e6Sr 
cient;  so  much  so  indeed,  had  a  former 
Glengary  regiment  been,  that  on  volun- 
teering their  services  gjenerally,  their  ofler 
was  received,  and  they  now  constituted 
the  104th  regiment  of  the  line.  The 
miscellaneous  charges  under  this  first  head 
were  explained  in  the  Estimates,  by  me- 
morandums placed  opposite  to  them.  The 
increase  was  apparently  151,000/.  but  the 
sums  which  had  been  saved  from  non- 
effective claims  for  regimental  establish- 
ments, would  reduce  it  to  61,000/.  This 
61,000/.  arose  from  the  larger  sums  ex- 
pended in  this,  than  in  the  former  year  on 
tbe  recruiting  service,  both  in  England 
and  Ireland.  Gentlemen  knew  that  the 
Estimate,  on  this  point,  was  always  calcu- 
lated upon  the  expence  of  the  preceding 
year ;  but  the  great  increase  of  the  num- 
ber of  recruits  raised  in  the  present  year, 
had  rendered  the  calculation  founded  on 
the  year  before  insufficient  to  meet  the 
expence  incurred.  On  the  whole,  under 
this  head,  would  be  found  an  increase  of 
men  to  the  number  of  9,600,  and  of  ex- 
pence  to  the  amount  of  299,000/. 

The  second  hei^d  referred  to  regiments 
in  the  East  Indies,  but  as  these  were  by 
law  declared  to  be  payable  out  of  the  re- 
venues of  the  Company,  jt  was  only  ne- 
cessary to  mention  them,  that  the  whole 
state  of  the  army  of  Great  Britain  might 
come  into  one  complete  view.  For  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  for  this  force,  two 
additional  companies  of  48  men  at  aa 
expence  of  2,000/.  were  now  established. 

The  next  head  was  the  Embodied  Mi- 
litia, in  which  there  was  only  a  dilFerence 
of  two  men,  and  expence  17,000/.  in  re- 
cruiting, but  in  Consequence  of  the  vote  of 
last  year,  respecting  the  supernumeraries 
being  diminished^  there  was  a  diminution 
of  30.000/.  on  the  British^  and  li^OOO/.  on 
the  ^ish  efltablishment. 
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The  nett  head  was  that  of  General  SttlF 
and  Garrisons*  and  in  this  there  was  an  in- 
crease  of  4*1^000/.  owing  to  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  staff  serfing  abroad,  particu- 
larly in  the  medical  departmei^tf  and  to 
the  transfer  of  15,0001.  which  had  hereto- 
fore been  charged  in  the  army  eztraordi- 
naries,  for  the  deputy  quarter  master  ge- 
neral/&c.  but  which  was  now  placed 
among  the  army  estimates.  This  addi- 
tion also  arose  from  the  pay  of  a  com- 
inander-in-chief  in  the  Mauritius,  and  the 
appointment  to  several  new  commissions 
In  the  West  Indies.  It  was  customary  to 
allow  the  commander  of  the  forces  1,000/. 
to  equip  himself,  and  this  sum  Mrith  the 
other  items  he  had  emimerated,  made  op 
the  total  increase  of  4r,000/. 

The  next  head  was  that  of  Full  Pay  to 
Supernumerary  Officers,  which  exceeded 
the  estimate  of  last  year  20,000/.  in  conse- 
quence (if  the  greater  number  of  these  6f- 
ncers,  whose  services  deserved  so  well  of 
their  country,  having  retired. 

The  next,  tvas  the  Public  Department 
Allowances,  in  which  the  increase  was 
j28,OoO/.  arising  from  a  larger  sum  being 
necessary  to  the  pay-office  for  exchequer 
fees.  The  salary  of  the  head  of  that  office 
ivas  also  augmented  to  2,500/.  and  there 
was  also  an  increase  of  6001.  in  the  com- 
mander in  chief's  office,  from  his  secre- 
tary's becoming  entitled  from  bis  length 
of  services  to  a  larger  salary,  vis.  3,500/. 
The  war  office  was  nearly  the  same  as  last 
year.  The  adjutant  general's  office  re- 
quired 955/.  from  an  arrangement  being 
tnade  that  the  deputy  adjutant-general 
should  receive  the  full  pay  of  his  rank ;  the 
office  pay  of  i9s.  per  day  being  considered 
inadequate.  And  a  similar  arrangement 
had  taken  pfac^  in  the  quarter  master  ge- 
neral's department,  in  which,  however, 
there  was  k  diminution  of  500/.  The 
charge  for  the  depot  for  tnilitary  know- 
ledge amounted  to  1,500/.  which  was  paid 
over  to  the  deputy  quarter  master  general 
for  the  purchase  of  maps,  charts,  &c. 
There  was  nothing  more  worth  notice 
Under  this  head. 

in  the  next,  that  of  the  In-peristoners  of 
Chelsea  and  Kilm^inham  Hospitals,  there 
was  an  addition  of  1,300/.  from  (he  pen- 
sioners this  year  receiving  full  clothing, 
Ivhich  they  onfy  did  every  other  jrear. 

In  the  next  head,  the  Out -pensioners  of 
these  establishmenH,  there  was  an  addi- 
tional claim  of  38,000/.  as  ar rear  of  pen-, 
•ions  of  former  years  in  Ireland,  but  ih7s 
would  \it  met  by  sums  ilready  voted  and 
nnexptflded. 
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The  eleventh  head  was  that  of  Widows 
Pensions,  and  ih  this  there  was  an  iftcrcase 
of  1,250/.  owing  to  there  being  more  de- 
serving applicants  put  upon  the  list  than 
there  had  been  money  fallen  in  frooi 
deaths  or  marriages. 

In  the  next  head,  the  Volunteer  Corpi| 
the  expence  was  55,000/.  leas  than  iii  th^ 
former  year ;  and  a  further  redttctkm  «f 
8,300/.  had  taken  place  in  the  local  militia* 
from  the  reduction  of  their  nofnben»  in 
consequence  of  the  act  of  last  teasion. 

The  next  head  was  the  Foreign  Corpt, 
and  included  the  Supplementary  Estimate. 
Here  there  was  an  increase  of  2^00  mea^ 
and  90,000/.  expence  arising  from  the  ad- 
ditions 10  the  German  Legicm,  and  the  for- 
mation of  two  foreign  veteran  battsdioDS, 
in  which  to  employ  these  men,  worn  ooi 
In  oar  service,  instead  of  sending  |hem 
h6me  as  before.  This  system  bad  been 
altered,  and  the  new  mode  adopted  in 
consequence  of  the  present  state  of  the 
continent,  which  subjected  these  brave 
men  to  danger  inconsistent  with  the  cltt- 
racter  of  this  country;  and  the  protection 
we  were  bound  to  be^ow  upon  those  who 
had  served  us.  The  amount  was  alao  in- 
creased  by  the  formation  of  seven  Inde* 
pendent  companies^  or  companies  com- 
posed of  Frenchmen.  At  the  begioniii^ 
of  hostilities  the  desertions  from  the  enemy 
in  Spain  had  been  confined  to  Qermana, 
&c.  but  within  the  last  year  and  a  half, 
the  privations  to  which  thev  ^ere  expoaed 
had  induced  inany  Frenchmen  to  come 
over  to  the  other  side.  These  could  not 
be  incorporated  with  our  foreign  eorpa; 
and  in  order  to  obtain  useful  and  military 
service  from  them,  it  was  determined  le 
form  them  into  these  small  troops  or  com- 
panies, as  the  nature  of  their  services 
might  be,  rather  thAn  embody  them  alto- 
gether into  one  mass  of  force.  Each  ind»* 
tidual  was  placed  in  the  same  rank  which 
he  had  held  in  the  French  army. 

The  next  bead  was  the  Royal  Military 
College,  in  the  expence  of  which  there 
Was  an  increase  of  ]  8,200/.;  bnt,  a  ba- 
lance of  8,800/.  left  last  year  would  rc^- 
duce  this  item  to  only  9;400l.  inchtding 
Sf,800/.  in  the  civil  department,  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  a  house  at  Famhaa, 
rendered  Accessary  by  the  establishment 
at  Sandhurst,  and  also  inchidhig  the  cdc- 
pence  of  two  hew  companies  of  eadelk 

In  the  next  head,  the  Rbyal  Military 
Asylum,  there  was  a  small  increaae.  In 
the  allbivances  to  retired  chaplams,  &ie. 
the  estimates  ^retfesiriythaaftitto;  aarf 
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in  the  fnedicuies  and  hospitttl  espeiib«ti 
^er«  was  a  dimiootion  to  the  ai^oBiit  of 
S,500/. 

The  following  head  was  the  Compass, 
aionate  List,  in  which  there  n^ras  an  in- 
crease of  4,700/.  in  eoASeqiience  of  there 
being  more  claimants  upon  the  fond,  whose 
merits  demanded  complianta  nith  their 
applications. 

On  the  next  head,  the  Irish  Barrack 
3^partment,  there  tvas  ah  increase  of 
9,50O(.  occasioned  by  the  transfer  of  an 
Item  #hich  had  been  placed  nnder  ano- 
ther head,  and  by  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
necessaries  for  the  troops.  The  Combiis- 
gariat  Department  of  Ireland  exceeded  the 
last  years  estimate  by  28,000/.  in  conse* 
qnence  of  the  increase  of  forage  money 
m  the  caralry,  and  the  deliTery  of  great 
coa^»  and  15,000  pair  of  shoes  to  the 
men.  The  last  head  was  that  of  Soper* 
annnations;  and  in  this  there  was  a  dimi* 
nntioh  of  541/.  from  the  death  of  the  late 
Mr.  Lewis,  although  the  retirement  of 
colonel  Paterson  from  office,  with  a  pen- 
•ion,  had  been  added  to  the  charge.  The 
general  view  as  he  had  already  stated 
Would  gire  an  increased  expence  of 
590,000/. ;  but  a  deduction  of  18,000/. 
from  this  would  leave  the  cdTreet  total 
about  881,000/. 

With  respect  to  our  force,  it  was  satis- 
factory  to  state,  that  the  difibrence  be- 
tween the  effective  strength  at  the  end  of 
lSI],and  the  end  of  1812,  was  very  fa- 
vourable, notwithstanding  the  extent  and^ 
magnitude  of  the  services  in  which  our 
armies  were  engaged  ;  notwithstanding 
the  casualties  of  long,  actrve  and  harass- 
ing campaigns;  marches,  disease,  and 
losses  in  battle.  Surmounting  all  these 
obstacles  we  had  an  actual  increase  of 
10,200  effective  Diien.  Of  these  a  consi- 
derable portion,  indeed,  were  of  the  Fo- 
reign corps ;  but  in  British  alone,  there 
was  a  clear  augmentation  of  2,000  men, 
besides  400  Spaniards,  who  had  been  in- 
corporated With  them  in  the  peninsula. 

The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  ad- 
vert to  the  sticcessfbl  nature  of  the  recruit- 
ing service  within  the  hst  year,  which,  he 
contended,  had  not  arisen  from  commer- 
cial distress,  but  was  general  throughout 
the  country.  One  cause  to  which  be  at- 
fribtited  it  was  to  a  chahge  in  the  recmit- 
fng  sjTStem,  by  em|^loying  offiters  well 
calculated  for  the  service,  and  giving  them 
district  with  the  command  of  all  parties 
therein,  though  not  belonging  to  their 
iHvn  regiments,  iaitead^f  yaung  afficen. 


#ho  Accepted  the  task  rather  as  a  leave 
of  absence  than  as  a  service.  The  experi- 
ment had  first  been  tried  in  the  Gloucester 
district,  and  from  its  success  extended  ta 
four  or  five  other  districts,  in  all  of  which 
still  proVitiff  productive  and  beneficial, 
the  system  would  now  be  generally  re-^ 
sorted  to.  The  centinuance  of  the  officer 
in  the  district  depended  on  his  success* 
and  the  plan  wocfld,  in  the  first  instance, 
have  the  good  effect  of  disengaging  sevea 
hundred  officers,  and  ioiniiig  them  to  their 
several  regiments.  Another  of  the  im«- 
provements  Was  to  allow  a  larger  ahare  of 
the  reward  to  the  non-commissioned  of- 
ficiers,  upon  whose  exertions  the  success  in 
recruiting  must  in  a  great  measure,  de» 
pend,  however  active  and  diligent  their 
superior  officers  might  be.  The  number 
of  recruits  raised  last  year  was  14,432#  by 
ordinary  recruiting.  This  was  a  great  in* 
crease,  as  in  the  preceding  years  it  had 
been  rising  from  nine  and  ten,  to  eleven 
and  twelve  thousand.  The  volunteers 
from  the  militia  were  nearly  equal  to  the 
full  number  allowed,  namely,  0,900,  mak- 
ing a  toUl  to  the  army  of  24,335.  The 
place  of  the  volunteers  from  the  militia 
was  filled  up  by  beat  of  drum,  and  there* 
fore  he  might  state  the  total  addition  to 
the  regular  army  to  have  been  gained  b^ 
the  success  of  the  recruiting  service.  Thii 
was  a  most  satisfactory  contemplation, 
and  it  must  dffi)rd  the  House  delight  ta 
see  the  ardour  and  spirit  of  the  people 
roused  in  proportion  to  the  demands  upoa 
their  services. 

It  might  be  necessary  to  explain  the 
difference  which  existed  between  the  num- 
ber of  casualties  which'  were  accounted 
for,  and  those  which  really  had  happened. 
In  the  account  of  the  casualties  wbich  had 
been  given,  all  those  which  had  happened 
on  foreign  stations  were  included.  Soma 
persons  who  knew  that  the  ca^e  was  sa, 
had  expressed  their  surprise  at  the  small 
amount  of  the  casualties  stated  hi  the  re- 
turn. The  return  which  had  been  called 
for  by  tlie  hon.  gentleman,  was  that  of 
the  casualties  fi>r  1812,  which  necessarily 
did  not  include  those  which  had  Uken 
place  during  the  latter  months  of  1811. 
So  that  those  persons  who  had  professed 
to  feel  so  touch  astonishment  at  the  small- 
ness  of  the  number,  probably  thought 
that  the  latter  months  of  the  year  1811, 
were  included  in  the  return.  On  the  one 
hand  the  number  of  men  added  to  the 
army,  during  1812,  amounted  to  ^9.762; 
including  thoie  raised  by  regular  recruit- 
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ing — by  recruiiiiig  from  the  militia— ihose 
deserters  ^ho  had  been  recovered,  &c. ; 
on  the  other  band,  the  casualties  of  1812 
amounted  altogether  to  29,562 ;  of  w^hich 
number  26,775  were  accounted  for  in  the 
return.  Thiar  left  2,787  unaccounted  for. 
In  order  to  explain  why  there  was  such  a 
number  unaccounted  for,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  state,  that  when  a  regiment 
was  sent  abroad,  the  commanding  officer 
was  accountable  for  all  the  men.  But 
when  on  service,  all  those  men  who  were 
so  wounded  or  disabled,  as  to  be  rendered 
unfit  for  service,  were  sent  home  in  de- 
tachments. Those  men  so  sent  home, 
were  struck  off  the*  list  of  effective  men 
abroad,  and  not  being  taken  on  the  effec- 
tive list  at  home,  (though  ultimately  ac- 
counted for  by  their  commanding  officers) 
there  was  a  perpetual  balance  of  these 
men,  Mho  from  not  being  included  in 
either  the  list  of  effective  men  at  home 
or  abroad,  would  make  up  the  difference 
between  the  number  accounted  for  in  the 
return  of  casualties,  and  the  number  which 
was  actually  deficient.  Such  was  the  real 
cause  of  a  difierence,  which  appeared  at 
first  sight  80  extraordinary,  and  even  al- 
most inaccurate. 

The  noble  lord  then  concluded  by  mov- 
ing as  a  Resolution,**'  That  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  CommiUee  that  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding 3,637,501/.  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty to  complete  the  sum  required  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  the  Land  Forces  at 
home  and  abroad,  from  Dec.  25,  J812, 
to  Dec.  24.,  1813." 

.  Mr.,  Bennet  entered  into  a  compara- 
tive view  of  the  recruiting  service,  as  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Windham  in  his  cele- 
brated bill,  and  the  mode  which  was  now- 
pursued;  and  contended, that, although  a 
great  number  of  men  might  be  procured, 
the  system  which  was  acted  upon  had  the 
effect  of  destroying  the  militia  force  of  the 
country.  The  plan  which  Mr.  Windham 
had  in  view,  was,  to  make  the  profession  of 
a  soldier  not  only  acceptable  to  himself, 
but  agreeable  ta  bis  friends.*  It  was  his 
'desire,  that,  when  he  entered  the  array, 
the  soldier  should  not  be  looked  upon  as 
one  who  was  lost,  from  that  hour,  to  civil 
society.  This  system  was  calculated,  by  en- 
couraging enlistment  for  a  particular  period, 
to  induce  many,  who  would  not  otherwise 
embrace  a  military  life,  to  enter  into  it  for 
a  few  years.— He  observed,  that  the  or- 
dinary recruiting  in  18o7  produced  19,000; 
in  the  quarter  before  Mr.  Windham's  plan 
wa«  broke  in  upoo^  11|000;  and  in  the 
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Quarter  afterwards  9,000.  In  I  $09  it  pro* 
duced  .11,700;  in  1811,  14,000;  J  812, 
14,400,  thus  demonstrating  the  great  su- 
periority of  the  pran  of  the  late  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, over  that  for  which  it  was  cbanged* 
and  the  army  left  at  the  mercy  of  the 
noble  lord.  Many  casualties,  he  asserted, 
were  yet  to  be  reported  from  abroad.  He 
entered  into  various  calculations  to  prove 
the  loss  of  the  army  most  be  greater  than 
was  stated.  There  was  a  board  for  di- 
recting the  clothing  of  the  army,  and  he 
wished  to  know  who  were  its^active  mem- 
bers, who  were  .the  military  arbUri  eicgua* 
tiarum  f  Who  were  the  persons  who  de- 
voted their  time  and  talents  to  the  mode  of 
sticking  ostrich  feathers  into  general's 
hats,  and  fastening  tags  on  their  shoulders, 
and  arranging  the  oth^r  articles  of  dress? 
He^  should  rejoice  in  an  acquaintance  with 
those  military  ipilliners^whohad  so  trans- 
formed the  life* guards.  He  had  seen  the 
body  guards  of  various  potentates;  but 
neither  in  splendour  or  manliness  of  ap- 
pearance could  they  be  compared  wi^ 
those  of  his  Majesty,  before  the  late  altera- 
tion of  their  costume.  He  did  not  know 
whether  any  gentleman  pr<;sent  had  seea 
them  in  their  new  dress;  but  certaioly 
nothing  more  stupidly  foolish,  nothing 
betraying  a  mor^  ridiculous  taste,  coold 
possibly  be  imagined.  The  unfortunate 
guards  were  ordered  to  be  sent  abroad. 
Did  any  gentleman  see  them  before  they 
went  ?  Nothing  could  be  more  absui^ 
than  these  military  changes;  they. were 
worthy  of  Grimaldi  or  D'Egville ;  adorned 
as  they  were  in  all  their  pantomimic  porap 
and  feathers,  they  looked  like  the  Rinaldoa 
of  an  epic  poem.  It  might  be  said,  that 
fine  troops  at  home  were  destroyed,  and 
bad  troops  sent  abroad.  The  time  that 
had  been  called  politically  a  New  Era, 
was  also  a  new  era  with  the  army.  There 
was  a  cavalry  clothing  board  appointed, 
with  the  duke  of  Cumberland  at  its  head, 
wliose  resolves  were  memorialized  against 
by  general  officers  as  absurd,  and  one  of 
whose  regulations  waai called  '^inflicting  a 
cap  on  the  cavalry.'^  One  leading  proposi* 
tion,  was  to  deprive  the  dragoon  of  his 
boots;  but  the  Duke  of  York  afterwardi 
cancelled  the  order,  and  dissolved  the 
board.  Thea  came  another  board,  under 
lord  Harrington,  rather  more  roeritorioiu^ 
As  the  former  onie  would  take  awav  tb« 
dragooo^s  boots,  so  the  latter  would  de» 
prive  him  of  his  breeches.  Laughable  «• 
this  seemed,  it  was  the  fact;  the  he;jwy 
dragoon  was  to  have  white  ]prof8ted  md^ 
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pantaloon?,  and  on  home  service,  bine 
i¥or$ted  web  pantaloons!  This  might  do 
very  well  for  Bond  street,  but  certainly  it 
was  very  unfit  for  foreign  service.  Now, 
the  reason  for  making  these  alterations 
\va8,  that  the  colonel  of  a  regiment,  on  the 
new  articles,  made  a  profit  of  about  700/. 
per  annum,  as  he  could  prove,  by  a  paper 
he  held  in  his  hand,  though  the  men  would 
be  worse  oft*  by  3S0/.  A  great  expence 
was  likewise  to  be  incurred  by  the  saddle- 
cloths, to  please  some  idle,  paltry,  and 
contemptible  taste.  He  objected  to  the 
enormous  expense  of  these  things.  An 
officer's  jacket  cost  him  23/.  bis  pelisse 
21/.  and  bis  pantaloons  4/. ;  his  cap,  belt, 
&c.  60/.  This  he  learned  from  his  tailor ; 
and  his'  saddler  informed  him  that  the 
horse  furniture  came  to  eight  guineas.  Al<- 
tog^^her  the  expense  was  fOS/. 

Mr.  Lmio  said,  that  although  the  noble 
lord  had  congratulated  the  House  on  the 
flourishing  state  of  the  army,  yet,  when 
the  subject  came  to  be  inquired  into,  it 
would  be  found,  that  of  the  10,000  addi- 
tional troops  which  had  been  added  to  our 
forces,  but  2,000  were  British.  By  re- 
ferring to  t^e  Gazette  it  would  be  seeti, 
that  the  number  of  'English  troops  who 
fell  in<  action  was  far  greater  (ban  that  of 
foreign  troops ;  but,  to  make  up  this  loss,  it 
would  appear  from  the  nobfe  lord's  ac- 
count, that,  for  one  Englishman,  there 
were  four  foreigners  enlisted— if  this  con- 
tinued, our  army  would  soon  consistentirely 
of  foreigners.  By  the  noble  lord's  state- 
ment of  casualties,  it  should  seem  that  in 
the  last  three  months,  they  amounted  to 
near  4,000  men,  in  the  peninsula ;  but  in 
the  account  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  country,  they  were  estimated  at  only 
1,500.  Why,  he  would  ask,  were  not  fair 
accounts  published?  He  was  not  afraid 
of  looking  the  difficuliies  of  the  country 
in  the  face,  but  he  wished  to  know  them 
correctly.  The  hon.  gentleman,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  means  resorted  to  for  supplying 
the  army,  reprobated  the  custom  of  drain- 
ing the  militia,  which  he  considered  most 
dangerous.  He  next  adverted  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Military  College:  he 
agreed  in  the  necessity  of  such  an  institu- 
tion ;  but  thought  it  was  not  placed  on  a 
foundatimi  sufficiently  broad  and  exten- 
sive. In  the  junior  department  there  wa^ 
ohly  the  small  number  of  412  young  men 
OD  whom  a  public  military  education 
was  bestowed.  This  was  a  number  alto- 
gether insignificant,  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that  there  was  a  standing  army  of 


500,000  men.  In  the  senior  department 
there  was  a  nombet-  still  n[H)re  contempt!* 
bly  smalt,  only  thirty  officers.  Some  good 
officers  had  however,  certainly  been 
formed,  by  the  service  they  had  seen  on 
the  peninsula  ;  but,  he  did  not  think,  that, 
m  general,  they  were  capable  of  applying 
the  information  which  was  there  to  be  ob- 
tained, in  consequence  of  the  original  de- 
fects of  their  education.  But,  if  the  prin* 
ciple  of  granting  military  instruction  were 
extended,  they  would  be  able,  m  time  of 
peace,  to  form  a  body  of  efficient  officers, 
ready  to  repel  any  hostile  attack.  He  re- 
gretted extremely  that  the  noble  lord 
had  not  applied  himself,  to  devise  means 
for  diminishing  the  military  expenditure  of 
the  country,  which  was  enormously  great 
and  rapidly  increasing,  and  concluded  by 
recommending  a  thorough  change  in  the 
constitution  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said,  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  general  state  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  country  on  occasions 
similar  to  the  present;  but  as  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  given  the 
outline  of  a  plan  which  he  was  soon  to 
submit  to  them  for  their  consideratfen,  he 
should  defer  his  observations  on  that  sub- 
ject  till  that  plan  came  under  discussion. 
He  would  only  state  at  present,  that  if 
any  person  thought  that  he  was  less  called 
on  to  retrench  in  consequence  of  thatplan 
to  render  fresh  taxation  unnecessary  for 
the  next  four  years,"  he  was  most  egre- 
gtously  mistaken,  and  would  be  paying  a 
very  bad  compliment  to  his  right  hon. 
friend.  No  person  could  look  at  his  plan 
without  feeling  that  it  couM  be  justified  by 
necessity  alone,  and  that  if  the  war  should 
continue  for  any  length  of  time,  the  coun- 
try would,  in  consequence  of  it,  be  involr- 
ed  in  very  serious  difficulties. 

He  wished  at  present  merely  to  state 
some  objections  to  certain  parts  of  the 
proposed  estimates.  The  first  kind  of  in- 
creased expence  vras,  for  an  augmenta- 
tion of  two  troops  to  the  two  regiments 
of  life  guards,  stated  at  28»000/.  a  piece; 
but  this  was  by  far  the  smallest  part  of  the 
expence  attending  them.  It  was  stated 
that  this  augmentation  of  two  troops  was 
necessary  to  these  regiments,  before  they 
could  be  sent  on  foreign  service.  Now, 
were  these  two  regiments,  with  reference 
to  fitness,  the  very  best  cavalry  regiments 
of  the  kingdom  ?  If  they  were  not  the 
most  fit  to  be  employed  on  foreign  service, 
they  were  certainly  the  best  adapt^  for 
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the  purpoie  of  being  employtd  at  hoBie^ 
in  aft  cases  of  public  ceremony  and  pro* 
cession^  and  for  the  preaenration  of  ike 
peace.  Tbey  were  a  body  of  men  whose 
appearance  wai  highly  calculated  toattract 
the  attention  of  eyery  person.  He  was  in* 
capable  himself  of  giving  any  opinion  with 
respect  to  these  matters ;  but  every  officer 
who  had  served  in  the"  peninsula  with 
whom  he  had  conversed,  told  him  that 
these  reffiments  were  not  particularly 
adapted  tor  the  service  of  the  peninsula, 
and  that  other  regiments  might  nave  been 
selected,  fully  as  well  adapted.  But  what 
seemed  to  be  most  reprehensible  was  the 
delay  in  sending  them  oflT.  After  the  battle 
of  Salamanca  bad  opened  an  extensive 
field  of  operations,  the  great  officer  at  the 
head  of  our  army  was  desirous  of  advancing 
into  the  heart  of  Spam,  and  lor  that  pur* 
pose  wished  to  have  a  supply  of  cavalry,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  to  enable  him  to  act 
with  efficacy  on  the  large  plains  of  Castile. 
On  the  22d  of  July  the  battle  took  place,  and 
early  in  August  the  order  was  given  to  the 
life  guards  \o  prepare  for  foreign  ser- 
vice. The  troops^  however,  only  left  their 
barracks  in  October,  and  tbey  remained  at 
lisbon  till  some  time  in  the  course  of  last 
month ;  so  that  they  were  of  no  use  in 
the  campaign.  He  hoped  he  should  not 
be  told  that  there  were  no  other  corps  in 
the  country  more  fit  to  be  sent  out,  or  ca- 
pable of  being  dispatched  sooner.  Of 
55,000  English  cavalry,  12,135  were  at 
home,  and  besides,  there  were  2,340  fo- 
reign cavalry  in  the  country  ;  and  a  great 
part  of  this  force  was  fit  to  proceed  imme- 
diately on  any  service.  He  did  not  wish 
to  speak  of  the  foreign  troops  with  any 
thing  like  captious  jealousy  ;  but  he  must 
say  this*-tbat  if  aoy  description  of  troops 
more  than  another  ought  to  be  employed 
out  of  the  country,  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances of  the  world,  it  was  foreign  ca- 
valry. With  respect  to  our  cavalry,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  of  remounting  it  to  any 
extent.  Cavalry  could  not  be  wanted  in 
this  country,  except  for  assisting  the  po- 
lice ;  and  for  this  our  own  cavalry  ought 
to  be  employed  in  preference  to  foreigners. 
He  had  always  beard  that  the  foreign  ca- 
valry had  greatly  distinguished  them- 
selves in  every  action,  and  that  they  had 
shewn  themseves  equal,— -for  it  was  impos- 
sible to  be  superior, — to  our  own.  Why, 
then,  were  not  more  of  them  sent  abroad, 
vvhen  we  had  such  an  abundance  of  them  ? 
In  all  poinis  of  view  there  seemed  to  him 
to  bave  been  no  necessity  for  sending 
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the  life  guards.  No  diScnlty  had  ever 
existed  in  recruiting  the  cavalry.  We 
did  not  want  the  aid  of  foreign  cavalry  for 
domestic  purposes,  to  which  oar  own  ca- 
valry was  much  more  competent.  While 
we  retained  2,340  foreign  cavalry  at  bomSf 
we  bad  only  1 ,800  in  the  peninsnla ;  al- 
though all  military  men  concurreid  ia 
highly  estimating  their  zeal  and  gallantry. 
The  noble  lord  had  said,  that  the  angmei^ 
tation  would  cost  but  2S,0OOL  a-yeai; 
This,  let  it  be  observed,  was  for  subsis- 
tence alone.  It  was  a  large  and  dispro« 
portionate  sum.  It  would  be  observed 
that  the  augmentation  of  lOO  men  to  the 
life  guards  occasioned  an  increase  af 
9,253/.  for  subsistence  alone,  while  as  ao§- 
mentation  of  210  men  to  a  light  dragooa 
regiment  cost  only  G,000t  Bai  tbis  «ss 
not  the  only  expence  which  these  addi- 
tional troops  would  entail  on  the  cooatry. 
Only  last  year  a  barrack  was  asked  for 
these  regiments  at  the  expence  of  I  SOjOOOL 
and  notwithstanding  the  enormoos  ex- 
pence,  this  question  was  carried  by  the 
ministry,  but  afterwards  postponed  to  a  fa- 
ture  period.  If  they  persisted  in  the  erec* 
tion  of  this.barrack,  the  new  troops  wooM 
entail  an  additional  expence  of  m<^e  thsa 
100,000/.  on  the  country.  At  a  moment 
of  such  pressure  as  the  present,  any  aug- 
mentation of  the  household  troops  was  im- 
politic, and  contrary  to  all  precedent. 

The  next  point  in  the  Estimates  te 
which  he  should  allude,  was  an  omissiea. 
The  estimates  of  the  present  year  did  aot 
state,  as  had  always  been  done  in  the  esti- 
mates of  former  years,  the  respective  force 
employed  at  home  and  abroad.  This  wsi 
essentially  necessary.  The  force  aerviag 
at  home  had  been  gradually  decreasing 
for  some  years.  In  IS  10,  it  amounted  is 
133,000  men.  Last  year,  it  bad  beenonlf 
63,000.  No  doubt,  in  the  present  year  it 
was  stiil  less,  the  circumstances  of  the  wsr 
rendering  it  unnecessary  to  retaio  troops 
in  the  country.  The  consequence  was, 
that  a  smaller  staff  became  neceasanr « 
home.  When  the  noble  lord,  therefore, 
stated  that  the  staff  abroad  had  coosidBr- 
ably  and  necessarily  increased,  he  ought 
to  have  been  able  to  Inform  the  House, 
that  the  staff  at  home  had  been  consider- 
ably and  necessarily  diminiahed.  Bet 
the  expence  was  vast  in  every  branch. 

If  this  had  arisen  from  an  increased  es- 
tablishment abroad,  be  should  noa  have 
been  so  much  surprised  at  its  amofHM.  If 
we  had  now  100,000  men  abroad,  he 
could  not  expect  that  the  c;xpeBce  of  ths 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


11C9} 


MSnfPf  jCNIINfllCIa 


March  B,  18IS. 


tnw 


mgff  fb^ftuoh  an  urmy  ihoutd  be  no  gretter 
^lan  when  oor  amy  abroad  amounted  only 
to  50,000  or  40,000  men.  '  This,  howcTer, 
was  nol  the  ctse,  and  oor  great  staff  es- 
aabltshment  did  not  belong  to  oor  army 
abroad,  but  to  our  army  at  home.  In  the 
year  1809  oar  army  for  home  defence 
amounted  to  140,000  men«  now  it  amount* 
ed  only  to  50,000,  and  yet  our  staff  estab- 
lishment at  home  was  at  the  present  mo- 
fitfent,  quite  as  great  as  it  was  in  the  year 
1809.  We  had,  indeed,  nothing  but  staff; 
there  was  nothing  else  to  be  seen.  Major* 
(generals  and  lieutenant-generals  met  bur 
eyes  on  all  hands,  without  any  thing  for 
them  to  command.  This  was  the  case  not 
only  in  cavalry  but  in  infantry.  Retrench- 
ment here,  therefore,  was  loudly  called 
for,  and,  unless  oor  army  had  been  started 
in  regard  to  the  staff  in  the  year  1809,  it 
floold  be  ridiculous  to  say  that  we  could 
not  dispense  with  a  great  part  of  oar  home 
staff  at  the  present  moment.  It  required 
no  military  knowledge  to  form  a  judgment 
OB  this  head.  During  the  last  year  our 
staff  was  greatly  too  large  for  the  number 
otf  men  employed  in  our  service;  now 
(hey  were  out  of  all  proportion*  He 
boped,  therefore,  that  ministers  would  not 
press  this  item  to-night,  but  would  bring 
forward  a  fresh  and  curtailed  estimate,  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  curtailed  numbers  of 
our  arm^  at  home,  and  to  the  state  of  the 
country.  Oor  state  of  home  defence  was 
toot  now  required  to  be  such  as  when  we 
were  threatened  with  invasion.  From  this 
dread  had  oiir  extended  home  expendi- 
lore,  particularly  in  the  staff  of  our  army, 
arisen.  Now,  however,  that  the  appre- 
faensiona  of  invasion  had  ceased,  and  that 
We  were  embarked  in  an  extended  system 
tS  foreign  warfare,  oor  staff  establishment 
at  home  was  maintained  on  the  same  ex- 
pensive scale,  as  if  an  attack  was  still 
dreaded  frbfh  an  invadirig  enemy,  instead 
Ofbeitig  put  on  a  scale  consistent  with  the 
Dumber  of  the  troops  and  the  wants  of  the 
couhtry. 

The  next  point  to  which  he  should 
refor  Was  of  minor  importance.  There 
IfVM  an  item  of  10,000/.  for  repairs  to  the 
Hbrse  Ouards,  during  the  last  and  present 
Vean.  Now,  as  to  this  item  of  expence; 
ae  tKobght  it  woald  have  been  better  if 
ttie  sum  actually  expended  for  the  last 
ye^  bad  been  specified.  He  did  not 
sneam  to  say  that  the  money  would  be  mis- 
applied, or  that  it  wtould  ndt  be  expended ; 
bot  he  thought  it  would  be  better  that  the 
specific^  amount  of  expeoditare  bad  been 
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given.  The  observations  with  which  he 
had  troubled  the  Committee  as  to  the  dis- 
proportionate amount  of  our  general  staff  at 
home,  applied  in  a  still  more  forcible  de« 
gree  to  our  Volunteer  force,  a-body  of  mea 
which  might  nogd>e  considered  as  merely 
nominal.  On  this  head  there  was  a  chared 
of  209,000/.  This  was  a  force  which  hd 
did  not  think  now  necessary,  since  a  bettei^ 
force  bad  been  found,  pretty  much  of  the 
same  description,  in  the  Local  Militia. 
The  volunteer  force  was  now  almost  iotireiy 
nominal.  The  danger  which  had  given 
ri^  to  it  now  no  longer  existed ;  and  vo<* 
lunteering  was  kept  up,  in  most  instances^ 
only  with  a  view  to  avoid  enrolment  for 
the  militia.  This  over-loaded  home  sta£^ 
however,  was  not  esteemed  adequate  even 
to  the  inspection  of  the  volunteers,  but  a  sum 
of  1 4,000/.  was  charged  for  inspectors  of  vo» 
lunteer  corps,of  whom  therewere,  in  reality^ 
none  to  inspect  ;  and  there  were  also  se* 
neral  officers  for  the  occasional  inspection 
of  the  militia.  What,  he  asked,  were  those 
regular  staff  officers  to  do,  if  they  could 
not  discharge  such  a  duty  as  this  ?  It  was 
high  time  that  a  check  should  be  put  to  so 
exorbitant  an  expence ;  when  the  volun* 
teers  were  a  great  and  effective  force,  there 
were  no  such  officers  required ;  but  now, 
when  the  volunteer  force  had  become  al- 
most obsolete,  this  unnecessary  expence 
was  to  be  incurred.  He  was  convinced, 
if  such  a  force  were  now  necessary  the 
voluntary  zeal  of  the  country  would  revive  ; 
but  till  this  was  the  case,  he  thought  it 
would  be  well  if  the  task  of  reviewing  tho 
corps  which  now  nominally  existed  was  to 
be  considered  a  voluntary  and  unpaid  for 
service  also.  These  objections  he  did  not 
apply  to  Ireland,  as  he  was  not  suffix 
ciently  informed  with  respect  to  the  ne-* 
cessity  which  might  exist- in  that  country 
for  this  description  of  force.  He  now 
came  to  a  great  item  of  expence,  in  hitf 
view  of  which  probably  there  were  few  or 
none  who  might  agree  With  him.  Looking 
to  our  armies  in  the  peninsula,  he  hoped 
he  might  flatter  himself  with  the  expecta^ 
tion>  that  they  were  about  to  resume  offen* 
sive  operations,  with  better  efi^ct  than 
they  had  latelv  done,  and,  if  this  should  bd 
found  to  be  the  case,  he  thought  it  ex- 
tremely probable  that  we  mighrbe  able  to 
avoid  calling  out  the  local  militia  for  tho 
present  year.  Let  no  gentleman  suppose 
that  he  undervalued  this  class  of  our  na^ 
tional  force  as  contributing  to  perfect  se^ 
curity  and  national  defence  (and  ho 
thonght  that  much  praise- was  dot  to  th# 
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noble  lord  who  bad  brought  forward  the 
measure)  but  still  be  thought  there  could 
exist  no  oecessity  for  calliag  it  out  at 
present. 

Why  call  it  out  this  year  (or  J  4  days, 
IV hen  there  was  no  appearance  of  there 
being'  any  occasion  for  it  for  years  to 
come  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  not  at^aJI 
to  call  out  the  local  militia  this  year,  and 
to  call  it  out  for  21  da^s  during  the  next 
year,  when  io  all  probability  our  foreign 
expenditure  would  be  reduced  in  amount  ? 
It  was  not  a  force  calculated  to  keep  up 
the  regular  army.  Calling  it  out  into  ac- 
tual service  coflld  be  of  little  avail  where 
there  was  no  dread  of  invasion ;  and  when 
to  this  was  added,  -the  inconvenience  of 
taking  away  from  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts one  third  of  the  farmers'  servants  for 
l^  days,  when  they  could  not  be  required, 
he  hoped  ministers  would  be  induced  to 
relinquish  that  idea  for  this  year,  and  ra- 
ther to  call  tbem  out  for  21  days  in  the 
following  year,  when  their  services  might 
be  more  effective.  In  these  difierent  waytf, 
the  expence  would  be  greatly  reduced 
without  the  effective  force  being  at  all 
broken  in  upon.  For  besides  the  ex- 
pence  attendant  on  this  establishment,  the 
pressure  upon  the  agricultural  part  of  the 
community  was  to  be  deprecated.  In 
pne  district  be  knew  that  the  number  to  be 
called  out  for  exercise  amounted  to  one- 
third  of  the  agricultural  population — a 
circumstance  which  must  be  attended 
with  great  inconvenience  and  loss.  By  at- 
tending to  the  suggestion  he  had  ventured 
to  ihrow  out,  they  might  afford  greater 
mean?  for  offensive  operations,  to  which 
alone  he  hoped  they  were  now  to  look  for 
a  successful  and  speedy  issue  of  the  con- 
test in  which  we  were  engaged. 

Mr.  Addiagton  said,  that  he  wished  to 
trouble  the  Committee  with  only  a  few  ob- 
servations on  some  tppics  that  had  been 
urged  by  bis  bon.  friend  who  had  just  sat 
down,  and  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Lavr), 
who  bad  spoken  early  in  the  debate,  whom 
be  bad  manv  reasons  for  having  heard, 
then  for  the  nrst  time,  with  real  pleasure, 
though'  he  must  own  his  pleasure  would 
bave  been  much  greater,  had  not  his  opi- 
nions :  been  so  much  at  variance  with  bis 
own.  That  hon.  ffentleman  had  contended 
against  the  practice  of  making  the  militia 
the  medium  fur  recruiting  for  the  liae  on 
two  grounds;  first,  that  it  gave  offence  to 
the  commandipg  officers  of  the  militia^ 
and,  secondly,. on  account  of  the  expence. 
iucurred    by  the  doable  bounties.    He 
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begged  leave  to  assure  him,  that  very  few 
of  the  militia  colonels  remained  advene  to 
the  measure,  especially  since  it  had  been 
made,  by  a  legislative  act,  not  a  part  of  the 
military  system  of  the  country  ;  and  he 
applauded  the  public  spirit  of  those  who 
subdued  their  prejudices,  or  conquered 
their  objections,  in  deference  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  permanent  importance  of 
increasing,  by  all  possible  means,  the  dis- 
posable force  of  the  country.  As  to  tU 
comparative  expence  of  recruiting  direct 
into  the  line,  or  through  the  medium  of 
the  militia,  he  could  assure  the  Home  that 
the  difference  was  inconsiderable,  not- 
withstanding the  double  bounties.  He 
had  made  out  an  estimate  from  autheatic 
documents;  and  he  could  demonstrate, 
that  in  no  instance  did  the  difference  ex- 
ceed between  4  and  5f>  per  man,  and  that 
after  the  first  volunteering  from  the  militia 
the  expence  was  nearly  equal.  The  hon. 
gentleman  who  just  sat  down  had  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  of  the  unnecessary  ex- 
pence  of  keeping  up  the  Tolimteer  force 
of  the  country.  Of  the  incalculable  ser« 
vice  rendered  by  that  meritorious  body 
of  men  he  could  not  express  himself  in 
terms  of  adequate  panegyric.  Perhaps  be 
might  asree  in  some  of  his  hon.  friend's 
observations  respecting  them.  The  inb- 
ject  had  been  for  some  tim^  under  the  con« 
sideration  of  his  noble  relation;  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  give  him  credit  for 
there  having  been  sufficient  reasons  why 
any  new  arrangement  respecting  them  had 
not  as  yet  been  submitted  to  its  considera- 
tion. As  to  the  local  militia,  a  part  of  oar 
defensive  force  still  more  valuable,  be  ex* 
pressed  in  strong  terms  his  surprise  that 
his  hon.  friend  should  blive  even  suggested 
the  propriety  of  abstaining  from  callint 
them  out  this  year,  when  they  consisted 
almost  entirely  of  raw  recruits— before 
thev  bad  even  received  their  clothing-^ 
and  before  officers  and  men  knew  any 
thing  of  each  other.  la  case  of  any  in- 
ternal disturbance,  without  being  pie- 
viousl V  brought  to  act  together,  they  wwU 
be  little  better,  if  called  out  to  suppreas  it» 
than  a  mere  rabble.  He  implored  the 
House  not  to  apply  too  rigidly  the  prin- 
ciples of  economy  to  this  valuable  branch 
of  our  defensive  force,  which  was  as  yetin 
its  infancy  ;  and  to  bear  in  mind  that,  in 
the  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  of  which 
we  had  even  recently  such  striking  prooli^ 
we  might  have  occasion  bitterly  to  regret» 
that  in  a  moment  of  internal  repose  and 
freedon  from  axtemal  dangerj  we  bid 
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neglected  to  foster  and  improve  that  branch 
of  oar  defensiTe  force,  in  which  the  public 
apirit  of  the  country  had  so  entirely  com- 
mitted Itself,  and  on  which  so  much  de- 
pendence was  to  be  placed  in  case  of  any 
such  necessftv.  To  think  this  impossible 
was  the  height  of  folly,  and  he  was  sure 
that,  instead  of  legislating  on  so  dangerous 
a  principle,  the  Committee  woi^ld  feel  the 
necessity  of  fostering  this  yaluabte  branch 
of  national  defence  while  yet  in  its  infant 
slate. 

Mr.  ErmaniJe  said,  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Huskisson)  had  made 
U  unnecessary  for  him  to  trouble  the 
Committee  at  much  length.  With  respect 
to  one  or  two  points,  however,  he  wished 
to  Ofih*  some  observations.  There  was 
«nly  an  increase  of  91$  men  in  the  bouse- 
hoia  troops,  and  this  was  attended  by  an 
jLonaal  increase  of  58,0001.  He  then  re- 
marked upon  the  want  of  judgment  as 
well  as  the  want  of  economy,  in  sending 
Ae  horse  guards  to  the  continent  at  an 
€xtra  expence  of  2,000/.  for  new  dressing 
and  enuipping  them,  without  their  being 
«ven  nt  for  service  on  their  arrival  at  the 
place  of  destination.  These  men,  he  said, 
bad  been  raised  to  support  the  splendour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  were  by  no 
aieans  intended  for  foreign  service*  Their 
equipments  before  thev  led  this  country, 
cost  a  great  sum,  and  they  would  now  be- 
come a  constant  expence,  and  so  unfit 
were  they  for  the  species  of  service  to 
which  they  were  devoted,  that  no  less  than 
sixty  of  their  horses  died  on  the  passage, 
which^  with  the  delays  that  had  taken 
place  in  their  progress,  rendered  them 
nearly  useless.  These  delays  might  have 
been  avoided,  by  sending  the  regiment 
that  had  been  brought  from  Ireland  to 
take  their  places,  directly  from  Cork  to 
Uie  peninsula,  instead  of  bringing  them  to 
London.  This  was  a  subject  which  he 
thought  ought  to  be  strongly  pressed 
upon  theCommiUee,  and  which  called  for 
tnetr  pecaliar  and  marked  animadversion* 
The  hon.  gentleman  next  adverted  to  the 
recruiting  service,  and  remarked,  that 
the  charge  under  this  head  was  beyond 
the  possibility  of  justification.  The  cal- 
culation was  at  about  the  rate  of  34/.  per 
nan,  a  rate  so  extravagant,  that  he  thought 
it  could  not  be  too  strongly  condemned.—* 
The  expence  of  our  staff  at  home  too, 
he  observed,  had  increased,  even  while 
our  force  at  home  had  been  reduced  to 
less  than  one-jjiird  of  its  former  estatHish- 
nent     Besides  about  2,0751  a  year  to 
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himself,  it  cost  the  country  5,000/.  more 
to  examine  general  Delancey^s  accounts ; 
and  really  he  did  not  know  what  claims 
the  general  had  on  the  public  to  entitle 
him  to  any  such  rewards,  especially  when 
they  considered  the  disordered  and  unsa- 
tisfactory manner  in  wbiob  he  had  quitted 
his  office.  This  was  a  description  of  ex« 
penditure  for  whfch  he  could  not  account* 
and  which,  in  his  opinion,  called  for  the 
explanation  of  the  noble  Secretary  at 
War.  With  respect  to  the  amount  and 
expenditure  of  foreign  troops  in  our  ser- 
vice,  the  number  of  men  last  jrear  in  these 
foreign  corps  was  50,700.  This  year  there 
was  a  sm^ll  increase  in  the  number,  for  there 
was  an  addition  of  1,422  men ;  but  for  this 
small  additional  number,  there  was  an  in- 
creased expence  of  no  lessen  amount  than 
S 8,000/.  This  year,  too,  the  money  ex- 
pended on  foreign  oflKcers  amounted  to 
42,000/.  and  last  year  it  was  only  27,000/. 
This  was  certainly  a  system  of  patronage^ 
but  not  a  system  for  encouraging  military  * 
talent,  and  he  would  ask  the  Committee* 
whether  it  was  likely  that  this  was  the 
most  economical  expenditure  of  the  pub* 
lie  money  which  could  be  made?  On 
the  increased  expences  of  the  Military 
College  he  would  say  but  little,  as  be 
approved  of  aN  that  had  been  done  in 
that  respect,  and  feh  himself  called  upon 
to  give  foil  credit  to  the  noble  lord  for  the 
admirable  system  upon  which  this  instiiu« 
tion  was  conducted.  He  could  not  help* 
however^  mentioning  one  little  circum* 
stance,  which-,  from  personal  observation*, 
be  thought  might  be  remedied  in  thia 
place,  m  alluded  to  the  immense  ex- 
pence  which  was  incurred  for  fuel.  He 
remarked,  when  there,  in  the  course  of 
last  winter,  that  there  were  not  less  than 
200  fires  lighted  daily;  and  in  the  esti- 
mates, he  observed,  that  a  sum  of  4«000/> 
was  charged  for  foel.  This  was  an  ex- 
pence  which,  he  conceived,  might  be  con- 
siderably lessened,  by  having  recourse  to 
any  of  those  ingentoos  methods  by  which 
many  large  buildings  were  kept  warm  in 
this  great  metropolis.— On  the  subject  of 
the  Barrack  Department  in  Ireland  some 
details  were  wanting;  and  the  House 
ought  not  to  vote  the  90,000/.  on  the  esti- 
mates for  that  service  until  these  details 
were  given.  It  was  a  subject  of  serious 
consideration,  that  all  tlfe^e  estimates  were 
annually  increasing.  In  1804  they 
amounted  only  to  18,000,000/.;  but  this 
year  they  went  so  high  as  29,000,000/. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  the  Houso 
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OQght  to  examine  diligently  into  the  te- 
counts,  and  see  tbattbey  were  formed  iipon 
principles  of  ibe  strictest  economy. 

Mr.  Vruvey  s^id,  tbat  tbere  was  oqe  part 
i^f  the  estimates  upon  wbicb  he  meant  to 
divide  tb(!  Gombaittee,  and  which  be  would 
again  being  forivard  ip  the  House  when 
Ibe  resolgtions  should  be  diKussed.  An 
excels  had  been  stated  by  tbe  noble  lord, 
gf  34,000/.  in  the  department  of  tbe  pay- 
master'of  the  forces.  Now  be  should  wish 
to  make  a  permanent  saving  in  this  de- 
partment of  2,500/.  yearly,  by  flinging  one 
of  tbe  joint* p^oM^ters  and  bis  deputy 
overboard^  He  would  rest  bis  motion  on 
the  Report  of  tbe  Finance  Committee  in 
1810,  which  reeommended  the  abolition 
of  one  of  those  offices  of  paymaster  as  a 
sinecure.  Mr.  Long,  in  bis  evidence  be- 
fore that  committee,  admitted  tbat  lord  C. 
Somerset  had  a  salary  of  2>000/.  a  year, 
and  his  deputy  500/.  ;  that  bis  lordship  in- 
terfered but  little,  and  that  his  deputy  was 
■ometimes  out  of  England  for  a  coinider- 
able  time,  without  the  public  business  sus- 
taining any  loss.  The  situation  wbicb 
lord  C.  Somerset  held  was,  as  be  conceiv- 
ed, a  complete  sinecure,  wbicb  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  bad  very  properly  re- 
<;ommended  to  be  abolished.  His  lord- 
abip  was,  besides  being  paymaster,  one  of 
the  generals  of  districkt,  whom  be  w^s 
ttimself  to  pay.  His  district,  too,  was 
•omething  lil^e  a  sinecure,  for  there  were 
four  or  five  general  officers  tbere,  and  but 
very  few  men.  He  should  pfoce^  in  tbe 
tame  manner,  upon  that  occasion,  as  had 
been  done  in  the  case  of  colonel  M'Mahon, 
althougb  ibere  was  less  difficulty  in  the 
pr^nent  case,  as  tbis  office  was  not  secured 
by  a  patent,  but  simply  held  at  tbe  plear, 
4ure  of  the  crown — This  office  bad  been 
included  in  the  Bill  yirbich  had  been 
thrown  out  in  tbe  Lords,  but  tbere  was  a 
more  effectual  means  left  them  now,  aa 
tbey  had  the  supplies  in  their  own  baiids^ 
On  these  grounds  be  should  tbink  it  bia 
9uty  to  divide  the  Committee  on  the 
feventh  ReM>lutioo,  to  wbicb  be  would 
propose  as  an  Amendment,  That  tbe  sun 
of  2,000/.  should  be  left  out,  being  tbe  sa- 
lary of  the  noble  lord,  and  5001.  being  tbe 
•alary  of  his  deputy. 

Lord  Ckwrks  Somtrsti  said,  tbet  unac- 
customed as  be  was  to  address  tbe  House, 
be  should  not  have  troubled  tbem  upon 
the  present  occasion,  were  it  not  for  the 
allusion  made  to  the  office  which  be  bad 
tbe  honour  of  filling.  Tbe  bon.  gentle- 
man bad  suted  tbat  1^  founded  his  pro- 


poi$I  with  reaped  to  one  of  tiM  paymaa* 
ters  upon  the  Mport  of  tbe  Select  Comoiiw 
tee  npon  sinecure  places*  There  waa  a 
Bill  now  in  prpg|re#s  through  the  Hoo^a 
upon  tbe  subject.  It  did,  tb^refort,  ap- 
pear to  bim,  prenif^ure,  if  not  novel,  t» 
call  for  a  decision  upon  one  panlcalar 
part  of  that  Bill.  He  doubled  whether  the 
removal  of  I9iie  of  tbe  paymasters  vponld 
have  tbe  effect  desired.  Tbe  result  of  it 
would  be  tp  p(i|ce  bim  and  his  right  hou* 
firiend  (Mr.  Long)  on  half  pay,  na.  the 
patent  .mvder  which  tbey  eqioyed  their 
places  was  a  joint  one.  They  did  ^ot  ea- 
joy  half  the  salary  of  their  predecesaor^ 
and  be  trusted  tbat  when  the  natym  mi 
responsibility  of  tbe  office  were  cooaideff- 
ed,  that  salary  would  not  appear  too  mnch. 
Tbe  salary  appointed  for  the  office  m 
1 782,  was  4,000/.  per  annnm*  Mr.  Borbb 
who  broaght  in  the  Bill  to  regnlatn  it  «t 
that  time,  knew  well  the  duties  of  tbe  ^tr 
fice.  He  waa  infloeaced,  at  the  Mine 
time,  by  a  principle  of  economy,  ani 
would  not  appoint  e  salary  tooi  greet  fer 
tlie  labo^r.  That  labour  and  rnipoeei 
bility  might  be  eatinated  from  the  oiie* 
peradve  amount  of  the  money  whiA 
passed  through  the  hands  of  the  p^mm^ 
ters  in  l'783  and  1812.  In  the  foneer 
year  it  was  7«380,043/.  and  in  the  latter  il 
was  29,295,690/;  so  that  tbe  respwaihiiky 
increased  four-fold.  He  would  aide  them, 
whether  tbey  would  pass  secb  a  eraaeie 
on  the  memory  of  Mr.  Borke,  as  to  reaelve 
that  tbe  salary  of  an  office  abonld  he  ae* 
dvced,  which  he  did  not  conaidef  oyer* 
paid  by  4,0QQ/.  a  year.  The  selar  j  hei 
not  been  increas^  since  Mr.  BajRke*a 
time,  it  was  only  divided  between  tve^ 
and  tbis  division  gave  Mdi^ional  aecorilif 
to:  tbe  public,  ai^t  that  he  meant  to  iaaiaA* 
ate  tbey  would  be  leas  secure  if  the  aSbtm 
were  confined'  to  bit  right  heeu  frtenti; 
indeed,  the  public  conld  have'  no  hettac 
security  th^a  his  inte^ity  and  hie  heiMMr. 
He  trusted  when  the  Hoeaa  ceasidetad 
that  tbe  increase  of  respoBsibiilty  waa  ae^ 
leai  than  12,000,000/.  aad  that  ihe  heau 

teatlemav  in  1806,  when  he  was  ia  office 
ad  voted  the  estipnatea  withont  aay  aock 
objectioD  as  that  now  broeght  lbrwardU«» 
they  would  see  sufficient  groood  for  ve* 
jecting  his  proposal.  Tbere  w»Ne  tana 
paymasters  in  1806,  when  the  hoa.  geo* 
tieman's  own  friends  were  in  power;  and 
if  he  was  of  opinioo,  thai,  at  prssaat  eaa 
was  quite  infficient,  it  waa  saying,  tlMi 
one  of  tbe  present  miniitry  wea  eqaalla 
tiro  of  their  pcfdecenoiHi 
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.  Mr.  £o«^  admitted,  tiuA  in  the  Com- 
Mttee  ellttded  to»  tke  tboHtion  of  one  of 
ttn  fiayittatterahipf  was  reeomniended ; 
Init  thai  office  was  not  onder  the  same  cir- 
comalnoaf  as  the  paymaBtersbif^of  widowi^ 
pensions*  The  ktter  waf  an  office  in  the 
gift  of  tbe  ttrown,  tke  abolition  of  wbicb 
bad  been  fireqoently  recommended  to  par- 
Kament.  He  denied  that  there  was  a  real 
eiosett  IB  tbe  expeace  of  tbe  department 
•t  all  eqoal  to  what  bad  been  stated  by 
Hm  bon.  gentlemaii.    Ai  to  4he  office  of 

Cymasler  of  the  forces,  the  eiAolonienta 
i  been  nearly  as  high  at  at  present  for 
a  eentory.  Tiio  salary  of  paymaster  of 
the  forcee  bad  not  been  at  all  increased. 
In  tbe  year  ni5>  when  Uie  office  was 
held  by  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  tbe  emolo- 
llient  of  tbe  office  was  S,7Soi.  a  year,  and 
•oit  costkioed  to  178%  when  Mr.  B«rke 
brooght  in  Wis  Bill  to  regulate  the  army 
pay  office.  By  this  Bill  in  1783  tbe  fees 
wave  abolished— ibe  eflsoknaenta  of  tbe 
«Ace  takcm  away«-and  in  copsidoration 
#C  the  ^reepoDsibitityi  imfurfed,  the  salary 
oet^led  at  4,0001.  per  amom:  In  tl^  Com- 
BKltee  on  finecnre  places,  •  in  179T,  it  bad 
laeen  pattloahMrly  reibrred  to  the  Commit- 
tal to  repMt  whe^er  any  vedoetioB  eoilki 
¥e  mUeti  and  after  MVtsqmry  into  the 
RatoM  eflhef  office^  and  ti»e  kbooia  atlacb- 
sid  to  it,  thek report  wasr  that  tliasalary  of 
iMiyoMsteri^eiila  not  be  redaded  twitiioat 
Moymy  to  Ibe  pohHc  senrfoe.  If  it  were 
objected  that  tbe  i>etpoti8ibility  and  tbe 
Ittboar  Were  aot  proportidneirhe  could 
assure,  the  Homo  that  independent  of  re- 
apMisibilft}r  there  were  oliher  circnrn-' 
stanoes  whkh  added  eonsMerably  to  the 
labour.  When  be  eame^to  the  office, 
he  found  an  arrear  of  95  years  standing, 
IbriD  truth  no  account  had  been  passed 
through  tbe  audit  office  since  the  ivme  of 
the  pussipgof  Mr.  Burke's  Bill.  That  gen- 
tlematf,  bowei^er  gre«it  bis  talente'  in  other 
Mfpeets,  was,  perhaps,  on  that  very  ac- 
count the  least  fitted  of  any  man  for  the 
dry  details  of  offico.  Since  be  came  into 
the  situation  fourteen  jrears  accounts  had 
heen  passed^  To  him,  therefore,  the  of- 
fice which  had  been  called  a  sort  of  sine- 
cure- was  no  sinecure.  Siace  die  adoption 
of  tbe  new  system  in  that  office  the  home 
accounu  for  1809,  10  and  I],  had  been 
passed,  and  those  for  1S12  were  now  in 
progress.  The  foreign  aecoonu  were  in 
the  same  state  of  forwardness.  The  result 
of  tbe  plan  at  present  pursued  was,  that  no 
irregularity  or  arrtar  could  arise  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  auditors  of  public 
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aeeounts.  He  could  assure  the  House, 
that  since  he  held  the  situation  he  had 
been  never  absent  from  it  more  than  one 
week  togetber.  Such  an  office  could  not 
be  ibooght  to  be  considered  a  sinecure. 
It  was  said  that  the  whole  of  the  business 
fell  upon  him ;  he  could  howerer  assure 
them  that  whenever  there  was  occasion  bis 
noble  friend  oflfored  to  share  the  labour. 
Although  the  same  sort  of  attendance  was 
not  neoessary  for  him,  be  bad  always  been 
ready  with  his  assistance  when  business 
pressed,  and  bad  taken  upon  himself  that 
part  which  related  to  (^helsea  hospital, 
which  was  by  no  means'  a  sinecure.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  abolition  of  the 
office  would  not  contribute  to  any  public 
advantage,  nor  would  it  be  prudent  to  di« 
minisbtbe  salary,  whoever  held  Che  office; 
The  responsibility  of  it  had  been  much 
increased,  and  he  hoped  therefore  the 
Hotise  would  not  consent  to  decrease  the 
salary. 

•Mr.  Creepy  said,  Aat  he  did  not  object 
to  tbe  competency  of  tbe  rtgbi  bon.  gen* 
tlemanj  nor  would  he  even  complam  much, 
of  the  amount  of  the  sahkry;  but  he  com« 
ptatned  of  dividing  tbe  salary  and  splitting 
the  office,  not  for  tbe  convenience  of  thS; 
pubKc  senrke/but  for  purposes  of  parlia- 
mentary iaflfoencei  which  was,  unfortu* 
nately,  move  attended  to  often  in  that 
House.  Besides,  the  loss  of  one  half  of 
his  salary  was  amply  made  up  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  by  a  pension  of  2,00(x.  m 
year,  and  a  good  house. 

Mr.  IjOHg  said,  that  the  pension  wa« 
only  1,5001. 

Mr.  Oecury  answered,  that  it  was  l,50o£ 
besides  a  house  which  was  at  least  5(Xii, 
mieveb  it  was  true,  that  in  1806,  he  voted 
the  estimates  without  objecting  to  the 
paytnastership ;  but  he  objected  to  it  now, 
on  the  ground  of  a  resolution  passed  in  a 
committee  that  sat  in  1810. 

Mr.  Addmgim  assured  tbe  House  that 
the  pension  granted  to  his  right  hon. 
friend,  was  given  at  the  particular  desire 
of  his  Majesty,  for  the  important  services 
Mr.  Long  had  performed  as  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Lord  Pabnenion  rose  to  reply.  With  re- 
gard to  what  had  fallen  from  an  hon. 
member,  respecting  the  recruiting  service, 
he  assured  the  Committee  that  the  greatest 
care  bad  been  taken  by  the  depanment 
to  which  he  had  the  honour  of  belonging, 
to  prevent  any  unfair  practices  in  the  en- 
listing of  solaiers.^He  could  not  at  all 
consider  it  unfair  that  the  milHia  were  at- 
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lowed  to  Tolonteer  mto  the  regular  nor- 
Yicb.  They  were  aliowed  foor  days  lo 
consider  the  atep  tbev  bad  adopled,  and 
everr  care  was  taken  by  the  commander* 
in  cnief  that  in  the  ^oqne  of  the  to* 
lunteering  no  unfair  proceeding  should 
be  had  recourse  to.  Some  facetious  ob* 
aervations  had  been  made  by  another  bon. 
member  on  the  dress  of  the  guards,  who 
bad  been  called  Orlandos  aira  Rinaldos. 
He  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  equal 
the  valour  of  those  heroes  when  they  came 
into  action.  In  reply  to  what  had  fallen 
from  ao  hon.  member,  be  begged  leave  to 
observe,  that  it  certainly  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  board  of  general  officers  to 
atrip  the  soldiers  of  their  breeches  and 
boots,  though  the  accusation  reminded 
bim  of  an  anecdote  he  had  heard  of  a 
French  officer  in  the  peninsula,  who,  hear- 
ing of  the  approach  of  the  Ensliah  army 
at  night,  leaped  out  of  bed  and  mounted 
bis  horse  in  the  exact  predicament  sup- 
posed by  the  hon.  m«mber.  Their  clotb« 
ing  was  paid  for  partly  by  their  colonel, 
and  partly  by  stoppagea  of  their  money. 
The  money  was  supplied  in  the  first  in« 
atance,  by  the  officer,  and  then  the  portion 
to  be  supplied  by  the  soldier^  was  repaid 
hy  small  mstalments  to  snit  the  conve- 
Bience  of  the  private.  Another  thing 
that  had  ca|M  forth  animadversion, 
was  the  change  from  leatbar  breeches 
to  panUloona;  but  the  experiment  had 
been  tried  in  the  artillery  train,  and 
found  infinitely  preferablf.  The  leather 
when  wet  was  difficult  to  be  cleaned, 
neither  was  it  so  warm  a  clotbin^^.  /The 
rarious  alterations  made  in  their  dress 
were  therefore  efiected,  not  to  make  them 
appear  fine  gentlemen  in  the  streetSj  hot 
because  it  was  tfiougbt  they  would  be 
found  conducive  to  their  comfort,  and 
beneficial  to  the  service.  Their  helmets 
had  been  called  fantastical  and  theatrical, 
but  when  the  Committee  reflected  on  the 
evils  to  which  the  cavalry  were  subjected, 
exposed  in  their  little  cocked  bats  to  the 
effects  of  the  heats  and  rain,  or  losing 
them,  from  the  difficulty  of  keeping  them 
fixed  on  the  head,  and  consequently 
going  bare  beaded  into  battle,  it  would  be 
felt  that  it  was  much  better  that  they 
should  be  supplied  with  a  comfortable 
helmet,  which  could  not  be  knocked  off, 
and  the  metal  of  which  would  turn  the 
edge  of  a  sword.  He  denied,  however, 
that  those  changes  in  the  equipment  caused 
any  increase  of  emoloment  to  th6  colonela ; 
from  all  he  had  collected,  he  shodd  rather 


Jimjf  BiiimmUi 


[IIW 


think  it  diminished  their  emolomeota.— 
The  next  point  that  had  been  objected  t» 
was  the  number  of  fiureignera  in  our  mtmj, 
and  which  nooiher  had  iMreased.  He 
denioi  that  the  foreigners  in  onr  aervice 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  thm 
army.  If  it  were  practicable  tomigraasit 
onr  army  with  English  soMien  to  that 
amount  to  which  it  waa  desirable  it  ahoofcl 
extend  to  meet  the  emergenoiea  of  tho 
service,  he  wasdonfident  there  was  no  one 
who  would  not  prefier  such  an  amy  to  aaf 
army  partly  composed  of  foreignaix.  It 
waa,  however,  with  government,  a  qnea- 
tion  not  of  option,  but  of  necessity, wlioiher 
foreigners  should  be  admitted  istooor  aer- 
vice. Engaged  .in  a  sangainary  -  contest 
with  an  enemy  whose  reaonrcea  were  al- 
most unlimited,  as  onr  ansy  co«ild  ael 
from  the  population  of  the  tommVrf  be  ra» 
cruited  beyond  a  given  point  vntfa  Eog* 
lisbmen,  it  was  necessary,  aa  well  at 
soundly  politic^  to  make  up  the  i|omber 
required  by  the  circumstancea  of  the  timei 
with  foreignera  who  claimed  oor  proleo* 
tion.  These  gentlemen  who  were  of  opt* 
nion  that  the*  foreif  nera  in  oor  aervice, 
who  had  been  killed  or  wenndcd  in  the 
peninsuia*  were  few.  in  proportsoii  to  the 
number  of  Britiafa  caanalties,  he  wiahed  to 
reflect  how  email  a  .proportion  of  oor  fo- 
reign troopa  were  on  service  yiere.  U 
would  be  found,  ao  email  a  noaaber  ef 
them  were  ther«  engaged,  that  the  proper- 
tion  they  bore  to  the  British  waa  little 
more  thsm^da  1  to  10.  Takings  thia  into 
consideration,  and  compaiing  the  cnsoal-^ 
ties,  it  would  be  foond  that  the  loreigpi 
soldiers  in  onr  service  had  aoOered,  in 
proportion  to  Atk  number,  fiiU  aa  much 
as  thi(  British,  or  rather  more.  It  had 
been  observed  Uiat  the  tetania  in  the 
Gaxettes  differed  from  the  retnma  laid  be- 
fore that  House.  This  was  eaaily  to  be 
accounted  for,  as  the  Gaxettes  did  not  con* 
tain  the  discharges,  nor  the  desertions 
(most  of  which  took  place  here);  bot  he 
could  assure  the  Comnuttee  the  Gassattes 
were  entitled  to  the  fullest  and  moat  im- 
plicit confidence,  apd  he  knew  not  of  one 
instance  fsi  intentional  ^thleasness  in  any 
return  which  they  had  contained.  That 
mistakes  might  occur  in  tbe  horrj  ef 
making  up  the  returns  af^  a  great  Inittle, 
it  was  easy  to  conceive,  on  tbe  port  of  tbe 
officers ;  but  intentionally  they  never  oen- 
coaled  the  foil  extent  of  tbe  loss  sostamed, 
and  every  case  received  waa  pubtisbed  in 
the  Gaxette.  An  honoorable  member  la- 
mented that  there  had  bean'  no  mrng 
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in  the  ettimttes  of  this  year;  that  was 
certainly  a  subject  of  regret  to  those 
who  had  to  vote  the  smns,  and  it  was  no 
]e86  a  subject  of  regret  to  those  who 
had  to  frame  the  estimates:  but  this 
he  thought  could  not  have  been  ex- 
pected at  a  period  when  we  were  called 
upon  to  strain  every  nerve  to  offer  effec- 
tual resistance  to  the  enemy*  At  a  time 
when  such  great  efforts  were  demanded^ 
a  reduction  in  these  estimates  conld  not  be 
looked  for;  and  he  feh  it  would  be  trifling 
with  the  House  to  hold  out  to  them  a 
hope  or  an  encouragement  to  expect  that 
any  great  saving,  in  the  present  circom- 
stances  of  the  world,  could  be  eftcted. 
There  might,  indeed,  be  lO^OOO/.  saved 
here,  or  20,000/.  saved  there ;  but  no  con* 
tiderable  saving  could  be  accomplished. 
An  objection  had  been  taken  to  the  em- 
ployment of  the  life  guards  abroad,  be- 
cause more  expeniive  in  their  equipment 
than  other  dragoons.  Upon  the  general 
principle  which  had  been  adopted,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  see  the  policy  of  keep- 
ing up  any  considerable  military  force  in 
the  country,  which  should  not  take  its 
chance  of  foreign  service.  It  was  de* 
Birable  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  and 
it  served  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  men. 
It  might  be  true,  that  the  life  guards  never 
had  served  abroad  before:  but  the  horse 
guards  or  blues  bad  served  in  Germany  in 
former  wars,  and  they  were  equally  a  part 
of  the  household  troops  of  the  King«  In 
iiddition  to  this  general  objection  against 
the  life  guards,  it  had  been  said  that  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the 
>attle  of  Salamanca,  cavalry  whith  was 
easily  equipped,  ought  to  have  been  sent 
Hit  to  lord  Wellington,  to  enable  him  to 
idvance  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Now, 
nYoJl  was  the  sUte  of  the  case?  Imme- 
liately  on  receiving  news  of  that  action, 
ninisters  sent  ont,  not  cavalry,  but  a  bri- 
j^ade  of  guards,  and  these,  though  sent 
vith  the  utmost  expedition,  did^not  join 
ord  Wellington  till  he  had  commenced 
lis  retreat,  nor  indeed,  till,  in  point  of 
act,  his  retreat  might  be  said  to  be  con- 
:loded.  From  this  it  was  clear  that  no  ad^ 
'antage  would  have  arisen  from  sending 
>ut  any  other  body  of  cavalry  instead  of 
he  U&  guards,  as  such  assistance  conld 
kot  have  reached  lord  Wellington  in  time 
o  enable .  him  to  advance,  nor  to  assist 
lim  in  bis  retreat.  In  answer  to  the  oh- 
ervations  throw^  ont  on  the  conduct  of 
liniaters*  for  not  sending  out  a  German 
egimml.ofatv^i  bo  had  to  state^  that 


three  out  of  kmt  regiments  of  German  ca« 
valry  in  onr  service  were  in  the  peninsula. 
The  oMervations  made  on  the  number  of 
officerton  the  houshold  staff,  fcoma  compa* 
risonmade  of  the  number  of  men  now  and 
formerly  stationed  in  certain  districts,  be 
contended  were  unfair*  Though  we  might 
have  a  smaller  number  of  men  at  home 
than  were  at  home  in  1809,  it  did  not 
thence  follow  that  the  staff  ought  neces* 
sarily  to  be  smaller.  The  number  of  of- 
ficers, required  on  the  staff,  was  regulated 
by  districts  rather  than  by  men*  If,  for 
instance,  a  general  had  10  depdts,  each 
containing  400  men,  nearly  as  many  of* 
ficers  would  be  required  to  transact  the 
business,  as  if  800  men  were  at  each  dep6t. 
With  respect  to  the  10,000^  called  for« 
for  repairs  of  the  Horse  Guards,  to  which 
so  much  objection  had  been  made,  he 
wished  to  state  that  this  included  not  only 
the  repairs  done  at  the  Horse  Guards,  but 
also  tiM>se  which  came  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  surveyor  of  the  Horse  Guards, 
namely,  those  at  the  Pay-office,  at  one  of 
the  Secretary  of  State's  offices,  those  done 
to  the  barracks  at  Knightsbridge,  and 
buildings  at  Kew,  and  to  certain  other 
buildings. — ^The  noble  lord  then  proceeded 
to  defend  the  propriety  of  calling  out  the 
local  militia  this  year.  On  this  head  no 
diminution  could  at  present  be  effected^ 
The  recruiting  establishments  which  had 
been  noticed  were  of  important  use,  and 
in  every  respect  necessary.  The  sum 
called  for  in  aid  of  general  Delancey'a 
debts,  he  explained  to  be  of  no  impor- 
tance. It  was  taken  from  the  public  with 
one  hand  and  given  to  them  with  the 
other,  as  that  which  was  given  to  him  be- 
fore be  became  a  defaulter,  was  taken 
back  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
his  df  bts.  The  veteran  battalions,  con- 
sisting of  foreigners,  had  been  formed  of 
invalids  who  were  not  fit  for  service,  and 
whom  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  mani- 
fest cruelty,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
continent,  to  have  sent  to  their  own  coun- 
try, as  the  French  government  would, 
in  all  probability,  institute  proceedings 
against  them,  and  perhaps  put  them  to 
death.  The  item  which  appeared  in.  the 
estimates  for  allowances  to  retired  foreign 
officers,  arose  out  of  the  provisions  made 
for  the  Dutch  officers,  who  had  come  to 
thia  country  when  the  Stadtholder  left  Hol- 
land* These  men,  it  had  been  thought 
reasonable,  should  hold  the  rank  they  for- 
merly held  in  their  own  country,  llie 
ium  WW .  new  to  thesei  estimates^  havin|^ 
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beei^  brought  bom  the  arany  extraordi* 
nariea.  Itt  avMHuit  wat  about  i5,(XK>L 
The  ex  ponce  of  the  Military  CoUege  be 
adttitied  to  be  great ;  bot  he  coDtended 
it  wad  an  ettabliabnient  of  great  value  to 
the  country,  at  he  thought  the  cadeti 
^ito  adequate  to  furnish  the  army  with 
a  supply  of  well  educated  officers.  With 
regard  to  what  had  been  urged  agaiost 
the  IriflU  barrack^  be  thought  the 
estimate  went  very  much  Into  detail: 
there  waa  no  atatemen^  iadeed,  where 
those  were»  in  what  part  of  Ireland, 
nor  was  he  prepared  to  state  those  facts  to 
the  Committee,  but  he  w>oold  make  in<* 
quiries.  It  should  be  remembered,  that 
there  was  not  the  same  facility  in  quarter- 
ing troopa  in  Ireland  as  in  England :  there 
were  fewer  public  houses,  and  the  laws 
were  dififerent  there,  for  soldiers  might  be 
quartered  upon  private  individuals;  and 
it  was  to  lighten  that  burden  upon  the 
cif  il  inhabitants  that  barracks  were  to  be 
created.— With  regard  to  the  paymaster 
general,  so  much  had  been  said  upon  that 
auhjeot,  that  he  should  offer  no  opinions 
of  his  own;  but  he  hoped  that  when  ^e<- 
Beral  plans  of  economy  were  belbre  that 
House,  as  they  ^bre  at  present,  the  Com- 
mitttee  would  not  think  it  necessiiry  to  be 
picking  out  single  instances  upon  which  to 
exercise  the  spirit  of  reform. 

Mr.  Wkitktad  said,  he  regarded  the  day 
en  which  the  Army  EstimatesWere  voted 
as  an  important  day  in  every  session^  and 
he  was  a  little  disappointed  on  the  present 
occasion,  that  none  of  those  gentlemen 
who  had  maintained  that  our  operations 
on  the  peninsula  should  be  conducted 
upon  a  more  extensive  scale,  had  not  come 
forward  with  some  plan  to  shew-  how  a 
greater  force,  and  how  more  money  to 
support  that  force,  could  be  obtained* 
The  object  of  the  Committee,  however, 
HOW  waste  see  that  so  large  a  sum  as 
17,000,000/.  wa»  so  expended  as  to  make 
it  go  as  far  it  could.  The  noble  lord,  he 
thought,  had  talked  with  too  much  levity 
alxHit  saving  10»()00/^  here>  or  20,000(. 
there ;  if  ten  or  twenty  thousand  could  be 
saved  any  where  it  ought  to  be  saved ; 
nay,  if:  one  or  two  thousand  could 
be  saved,  it  was  the  benndeniduty  of  the 
Comaaittee  to  do  it.  It  wae  said  there 
were  ^reat  difficulties  in  supplying  the  de« 
fipi^oids  in  the  armvi  He  did  not  mean 
tei^goback  to  Mr.  Windham^s  plan;  but 
he  would  say  he  was  firmly  convinced; 
that  if  that  most  wbe,  sahitary^  andcom** 
ffftibeii9if«ttede  bad  beenradopud  in  all 
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its  parts  and  principlei,  no  such  difficulties 
wouki  now  be  felt.  It  was,  however,  toe 
late  to  think  of  that  plan  pow ;  and  all  we 
coald  do  was  to  go  on  from  hand  to^ooth, 
and  supply  our  wants  with  foreigners  as 
well  as  we  coold^-— With  regard  to  the 
horse  guards,  he  thought  the  explanatioa 
of  the  noble  lord  very  unsatisfactory.  The 
horse  guards  were  not  the  best  fitted 
for  foreign  service,  and  they  were  sent 
abroad;  they  were  best  fitted  for  home 
duty,  and  t|MV  were  iH>t  allowed  to  remaia 
here.  He  had  no  doubt  they  would 
fight  well  ;  they  had  the  gallantry  of 
Engiishmen,  neither  more^ior  less,  and  that 
was  enough.  But  SO  unfit  were  they  for 
foreign  service,  that,  as  he  was  credibly 
informed,  when  they  arrived  in  the  penin* 
sula,  about  fifty  of  the  horses  died  m  the 
first  fourteen  miles  they  marched.  Yet 
their  employment  occasioned  an  increase 
in  the  estimates  of  29,000i.  And  how  ah* 
surd  and  preposterous  was  their  equip- 
ment !  But,  said  the  noble  lord,  only  con- 
sider what  a  thing  it  would  be  if  they 
had  ffone  out  in  their  little  cocked  hats, 
which  would  be  so  eaailv  knocked  ofiT,  and 
they  would  be  exposed,  bare-headed,  to 
the  elements.  Why,  the  poor  Blues  were 
sent  off  with  their  little  cocked  hau,  bot 
the  horse  guards  ^ere  furnished  with 
helmets,  and  of  such  a  weight  (for  he  had 
tried  one  on  his  own  head,  as  matter  of 
curiosity),  that  they  were  an  infinitely 
greater  evil  than  the  one  intended  to  b« 
remedied.  Perhaps,  indeed,  they  bad 
been  altered  ;  for  change  and  alteratioa 
were  the  fashion  of  the  da^.  In  addition 
to  this  weight,  they  were  furnished  with  a 
rivet  and  screw,  for  the  purpose  of  keep^ 
ingfost  some  ornament,  and  which  were 
so  placed  on  the  inside,  that  if  a  heavy 
blow  of  a  sabre  fell  on  the  helmet,  it  Buit 
fracture  the  skuU  of  the  wearer ;  and  yet 
it  was  all  done  for  the  convenience  of  the 
soldier.  He  had  been  told,  however,  that 
by  the  present  foolish  and  ridiculous  maa^ 
ner  of  equipping  the  cavalry,  the  coiooeli 
pocketecl  700/.  a  year,  while  the  men  lout 
an  aggregate  of  4001. ;  nor  were  the 
helmets  <^  that  use.  they  were  pretended 
to  be.  Let  any  gentleman  pass  by  tkia 
HorseQuards^and  lOokat  the  little  straight 
cap,  belt  upright,  with  no  shade  for  the 
eye,  in  sua  or  raki,  and  then  judge  whe* 
ther  the  comfort  of  the  soldier  was  oon^ 
salted:  He  bad  seen  the  lOth  regrnsenl 
reviewied  soaM  yvars  ago  under  the  cooa* 
mand'of  sir  Charles  drevy  and  a  finer  awi 
OMire:  iBUyi  dreased  body  of:iaai 
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neTer  seen :  if  a  soldier  equipped  id  the 
fashion   of  the  present  day  had  ridden 
through  the  li|ie,  the  whole  regiment  most 
have  burst  into  laughter.    Another  pre- 
potteroas  part  of  their  equipment  was  the 
saddles.     England  was  celebrated  for  ita 
sadlery,  and  on  the  continent  nothing  was 
more  eagerly  sought  after  than  an  English 
saddle ;  but  that  which  the  horse  guards 
bad  was  any  thing  but  a  saddle :  two  sticks 
and  a  bit  of  leather  composed  its  whole 
construction.     He  regretted  to  see  such 
nammery— every  Englishman  laughed  at 
them  as  they  passed  along  the  streets. 
The  noble  lord  had  called  his  hon.  friend 
facetious:    the  board  of  general  officers 
were  far  more  facetious,  for  they  made  all 
England    laugh    ever^   day.     He  could 
wish  also  that  the  national  colour  had  not 
been  departed  from.    All  the  continental 
troops  nearly  were  clothed  in  blue  ani* 
forms  :  why  had  we  adopted  that  colour  ? 
Many  fatal  accidents  nad  happened   in 
consequence  of  itl     Our  men,  mistaking 
the  enemy,  had  fallen  into  their  hands : 
sometimes  they  had  fallen  by  the  hands 
of  their  own  comrades,  who  mistook  them 
for  the  enemy.     He  saw  no  occasion  for 
any  change.     Red  was  the    established 
[English  colour,  and  the  sbldier  was  proud 
of  it.    With  regard  to  the  estimates  them* 
■elves,  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  de- 
ferred.   The  noble  lord  had  not  satisfac- 
torily accounted  for  the  lOJOOOl.  for  re- 
pairing the  Horse  Guards.     He  had  talked 
of   buildings    at   Kew  and    barracks  at 
Knightsbridge  ;  butvihere  was  no  distinct 
specification  of  expences.    As  to  the  bar- 
racks in  Ireland,  he  felt  much  inclined  to 
divide  the  Committee  upon  that  point,  if  it 
were  only  to  punish  the  negligence  of 
the  noble  lord,  in  coming  to  that  House 
unprepared   with  proper  information  on 
the   subject.     He    knew    nothing    about 
them;    neither  where   they  were  to  be 
built,  nor  of  what  they  were  to  be  built, 
but  he  would  enquire,  and  tell  the  House 
another  time.     The  noble  lord  ought  to 
wait  till  another  time,  then,  before  he  had 
the  money  voted.     He  hoped  his  hon. 
friend's  Hesolution  respecting  the  pay- 
master to  the  forces,  would  be  pressed  to 
a  division,  for  that  it  was  a  sinecure  ap- 

J eared  from  the  mouth  of  the  noble  lord 
imself. ,  It  was  better  to  have  one  pay- 
master at  4,000^  a  year,  than  two  at 
d,000/.  a  year  each,  for  then  ministers 
would  have,  perhaps,  one  vote  the  less  in 
that  House.  It  was  perfectly  within  the 
power  of  the  Committee  to  annul  the  of- 
(  VOL.  XXIV. ) 


fice,  and  it  wouM  become  them  to  efaew 
the  coantry  that  they  were  anxious  to  save 
the  public  money,  and  to  abridge  the  in^ 
fluence  of  the  crown  in  that  House. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  he  knew  four  of  the 
places  in  Ireland  at  which  barracks  were 
established — Kilkenny,  Newtown,  New 
Bridge,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin^ 
No  money  was  so  well  spent  as  that  which 
Was  thus  laid  out,  as  he  was  confident  that 
a  great  saving  waa  ejflPected  by  erecting 
permanent  barracks. 

Mr.  WhUbread  remarked,  that  the  esti* 
mate  should  have  contained  an  account  of 
the  sums  expended^  and  likely  to  be  ex^ 
pended,  on  each  barrack,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  barrack  estimates  for  England. 
As  to  another  item  of  the  Irish  expendi- 
ture, nothing  could  be  more  galling  to  the 
public  than  to  see  sums  of  money  voted 
annually  to  such  an  eminent  public  de- 
faulter as  general  Delancy. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  detailed  accounts 
could  not  be  expected  in  such  cases  as 
that  of  the  Irish  barracks.  The  hon.  gen^ 
tleman  should  have  moved  for  such  ac- 
count  in  an  earlier  part  of  the  session,  and 
it  would  have  been  produced. 

Lord  CastUreagh  allowed  that  this  was 
the  time  for  entering  into  a  detailed  exa- 
mination of  the  expenditure  of  the  army, 
but  thought  that  the  arguments  which  had 
been  brought  forward  respecting  insuf« 
ficiency  of  detail,  were  only  some  of  those 
parliamentary  shifts  to  put  off  a  decision 
on  a  question  which  were  so  well  known 
to  the  hon.  gentleman.  His  noble  friend 
had  not  expressed  his  contempt  of  small 
savings,  but  had  merely  told  the  com- 
mittee that  he  should  deceive  them  if  he 
led  them  to  suppose  that  any  considerable 
saving  could  be  made  in  the  Army  Esti* 
mates,  without  as  considerable  a  reduction 
of  our  military  force.  Indeed,  of  all  the 
proposed  savings,  that  which  had  been 
suggested  on  the  local  militia,  was  the 
only  one  of  magnitude,  and  this  could  not 
be  effected  without  departing  from  the 
principles  laid  down  by  parliament  in  ita 
act  relative  to  this  force ;  that  this  country 
should  never  be  left  without  sufficient  in- 
ternal means  of  defence.  Of  thi^  con- 
sciousness of  security  the  country  had 
often  during  the  present  war  felt  the  ad- 
vantage. In  contradiction  to  what  had 
been  affirmed  by  an  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site, he  could  assert  that  our  army  was  on 
the  increase,  and  particularly  in  the  Bri* 
tish  part  of  it.  The  British  recruits  were^ 
indeed,  sufficient  to  cover  the  deficienci^a 
(*.G) 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ' 


,1187]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

in  our  ttrmy,  at  this  time  greater  than  at 
any  period  of  oar  history.  It  was  indeed 
a  prodigy  that  we,  who  bad  never  before 
had  the  character  of  a  military  nation, 
could  present  oui-selves  before  £urope  with 
230,000  regular  troops,  together  with  a 
regular  militia  which  raised  that  number 
to  300,000.  This  military  pre-eminence 
was  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  system 
of  recruiting  from  the  militia  resiments, 
which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  (at  that  time 
disagreeable),  to  bring  forward.  No 
^^  other  plan  would  have  proved  so  effectual. 
Hs  challenged  those  who  differed  from 
him  in  this  to  meet  him  on  the  subject. 
The  rage  for  limited  service  had  gone  by, 
chid  out  of  H^OOO  men  who  had  enlisted, 
]  2,000  bad  preferred  unlimited  service. 
The  discussion  as  to  the  limited  service,  as 
compared  with  servfce  for  life,  he  should 
be  ready  to  enter  into,  if  brought  forward 
distinctly.  There  did  not  appear  to  be  in 
the  minds  of  recruits  so  strong  a  rage  as 
had  been  represented  for  limited  ser- 
vice, as  it  might  be  seen  by  documents 
that,  as  be  had  already  stated,  out  of 
14,000  recruits,  fQ,000  had  enlisted  for  an 
unlimited  term. — Much  had  been  said 
during  the  discussion  concerning  the  dress 
and  equipage  of  the  soldiery,  but  this  was 
one  which  he  thought  the  House  was  pe* 
culiarly  unfit  to  judge  of.  In  support  of 
this  assertion,  the  noble  lord  observed, 
that  though  the  foreign  saddle  was  so  much 
decried,  it  did  not  subject  the  horses  to 
sore  backs,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Eng- 
lish saddle ;  and  though  he,  in  common 
with  other  gentlemen,  preferred  >^he  old 
japanned  cavalry  helmet  to  the* modem 
brass  one,  vet  on  consulting  a  cavalry  of- 
ficer, he  found  that  the  rormer,  in  hot 
countries,  cracked,  and  consequently,  in 
thb  event  of  rain,  was  immediately  de- 
stroyed. After  remarking  that  the  10,000/. 
proposed  for  the  Horse  Guards  included 
also  the  repairs  of  other  barracks,  the 
noble  lord  said  that  he  consoled  himself 
with  the  thought,  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  was  so  acute  at  picking  holes  in  a 
statement  in  any  line,  had  raised  such 
trifling  objections  to  that  of  his  noble 
friend.  The  objections  to  the  state  of  the 
office  of  paymaster  could  not  bear  on  the 
expence,  and  as  to  the  constitutional 
point,  if  any  objection  were  raised  on  the 
score  of  influence,  it  should  be  brought  on 
as  a  separate  motion ;  it  was  one  which 
could  not  properly  be  disposed  of  in  a 
committee  of  supply. 
Mr.  W&itbrcad  remarked,  that  in  a  Bill 
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which  he  had  introduced  to  prevent  the 
holders  of  certain  offices  A-om  sitting  in 
paHiament,  the  joint  paymaster  of  the 
army  was  included. 

Mr.  hatdces  said,  that  no  explanatory 
answers  had  been  given  to  the  arguments 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  subject  of 
the  home  staff.  He  would  agree  that  they 
were  not  to  judge  |py  the  amount  of  the 
staff  what  were  the  number  of  the  troops 
at  home ;  at  the  same  time  the  estimates 
ought  to  be  conformable  to  the  expence. 
The  noble  lord  said,  it  was  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Horse  Guards,  but  for  other 
purposes ;  then  why  not  state  the  contin- 
gency fairly.  They  were  intitled  to  be 
informed  what  the  estimates  were  for.  la 
the  instance  of  barracks,  they  were  not 
told^where  the  barracks  were  that  were 
included  in  the  estimate.  Another  point 
was  not  explained,  why  the  life  guards 
were  ^ent  •  abroad :  they  were  sent  at  a 
greater  expence  than  any  force  of  the 
same  nature  could  have  been  sent,  when 
it  was  acknowledged  on  all  hands  they 
were  most  unfit  for  foreign  service.  Out 
of  this  estimate,  in  his  opinion,  600,000/. 
or  700,000/.  might  be  saved  to  the  coun- 
try. As  to  the  volunteer  corps,  the  ex- 
pence  of  which  might  be  estiaiated  at 
209,000/.  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
them  from  .sinking  that  expence  altoge- 
ther, as  long  as  the  country  remained  in  a 
state  of  tranquillity.  If  it  was  necessary  to 
call  out  the  local  militia  this  year,  it  might 
be  as  well  in  the  month  of  October  as  May, 
and  in  his  opinion^  under  the  circom* 
stances  of  the  country,  the  drilling  for 
three  weeks  this  year  might  be  dispensed 
with,  which  would  save  another  large  sura, 
and  by  this  kind  of  recess  they  would 
gain  a  great  .number  of  converts  to  the 
system,  when  they  tbund  they  would  be 
only  obliged  to  drill  when  the  necessity 
or  danger  of  the  country  imperiously  call- 
ed upon  them:  a  saving  of  450,0001. 
would  thus  be  effected.  As  to  the  point, 
relative  to  the  office  of  paymaster,  it 
would  be  debated  this  week  on  the  Bill 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  produce  to  that 
House.  He  would  agree,  that  whenever 
there  was  an  inefficient  office,  all  tiroea 
were  proper  to  do  away  with  it ;  at  the 
same  time  he  did  not  think  the  country 
would  gain  much  by  aboli^ing  the  joint 
office,  as  the  business  of  it  had  so  much  in- 
creased, and  the  great  attention  that  hia 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Long)  had  paid  to  the 
department  would  be  the  means  of  pre* 
Venting  others  from  departing  frooa  hit 
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IMrecedttnt  The  ritoation  had  been  divided 
lor  parliamentary  and  other  porposes.  He 
woald,  howerer,  snpport  the  amend  ment ; 
be  could  not  do  otherwise,  as  it  was  always 
his  principle  to  do  away  with  a  sinecure 
pitffce..  Savings  of  10,000^  or  20,000/. 
mrere  not  immaterial.  They  were  small  as 
tp  the  whole  amount  of  our  taxes,  but  not 
small  as  to  the  principle.  As  to  the  Irish 
barrack  service,  he  recommended  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  practice  of  laying  papers 
annually  on  the  subject  before  the  House. 

Lord  Coitlereagk  said,  that  the  onlv 
ezpence  incurred  by  sending  the  life 
guards  to  the  peninsula  was  the  raising  of 
another  troop ;  he  thought  it  was  but  fair 
they  should  have  gone,  otherwise  they 
would  be  deprived  of  the  ordinary  advan* 
tages  of  the  army.  The  eztraordtnaries 
of  a  regiment  of  life  guards  on  foreign 
service  were  dot  greater  than  those  of  any 
other  regiment.  Though  it  was  not  de- 
sirable that  this  heavy  corps  should  per* 
form  the  duty  adapted  to  lighter  troops, 
yet  it  was  essential,  in  time  of  action,  to 
have  a  body  of  cavalry,  of  such  weight, 
and  so  efficient  in  every  respect  as  that  in 
question,  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  battle. 
it  was  by  the  desire  of  lord  Wellington 
that  they  were  sent  in  his  rear  to  the 
Tagus,  instead  of  having  been  forwarded 
by  Corunna  to  Castile,  and  in  that  gallant 
general's  last  dispatches,  he  said,  he  had 
reviewed  the  life  guards  and  the  Oxford 
blues,  and  never  saw^UQh  fine  cavalry 
in  his  life.  As  to  the  saving  proposed 
by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
as  it  related  to  tbe  volunteer  corps  and 
local  militia,  there  might  be  some,  but  it 
would  be  so  trifling  tnat  the  experiment 
would  not  make  amends  for  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  agreed  with  the  noble 
lord  with  respect  to  the  local  militia,  and 
thought  that  in  the  course  of  20  years,  if 
properly  kept  op,  it  would  afford  the  most 
effectual  defence  for  the  country.  He 
disapproved  of  the  mode  of  enlisting  men 
for  life,  in  the  moment  of  intoxication,  or 
under  circumstances  equally  improper; 
and  thought  that  the  way  to  ascertain 
the  superior  eligibility  of  the  two  methods 
of  enlisting  for  life  or  for  seven  years,  was 
not  to  a&k  a  man  who  was  enlisted  the 
other  day,  whether  he  repented  of  his  re* 
solution,  but  to  ask  him  seven  years  hence. 
With  respect  to  the  manner  in.  which  the 
army  was  clothed|  he  did  not  see  why 
gentlemen  in  that  House  might  not  form 
an  opinion  on  it,  when  their  opinion 
was  the  same  as  that  of  every  man  they 
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met  in  the  streets,  as  well  as  of  the  per- 
sons who  were  condemned  to  wear  these 
trappings,  only  fit  for  a  mountebank.  The 
hon.  member  agreed  that  permanent  bar- 
racks might  be  less  expensive  than  tem- 
porary ones,  in  time  of  war,  but  contend- 
ed that  they  would  be  more  expensive  in 
the  intervals  of  peace,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  longer  than  they  had  lately  been. 
He  considered  the  argument  of  his  hon. 
firiend  near  him,  with  respect  to  the  joint 
pay  mastership,  as  perfecUy  conclusive^  If 
tbl^ paymaster's  duty  could  be  performed 
iby  one  person,  it  ought  to  be  performed 
by  one  person. 

Lord  Milton  spoke  to  the  same  effect, 
and  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 

Lord  Palmerttcn  explained,  that  what  he 
had  said  with  respect  to  small  savings  re- 
ferred to  the  impossibility  of  reducing  the 
great  bulk  of  the  estimate. 

Mr.  Uwtkmon  confessed  that  the  force 
of  argument  employed  against  the  double- 
pay-master-ship,  would  compel  him  to 
give  his  vote  against  it,  and  expressed  a 
wish  that  .the  vote  as  to  the  home  staff 
should  be  postponed  till  further  informa- 
tion was  obtained  on  the  subject. 

Lord  Cattlcreagh  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Committee  could  not,  with  propriety,  post- 
pone the  staff  estimate,  because  no  mate- 
rial reduction  could  be  made  in  that 
branch  without  injury.  The  number  of 
troops  in  England  and  Ireland  was  very 
considerable,  but  the  staff  should  not  be 
proportional  to  the  number  of  troops, 
but  to  the  number  of  divisions  in  the 
districts  over  which  the  troops  extended. 
The  reduction  of  any  part  of  the  staff 
would  be  injurious,  because  it  would 
cause  a  want  of  vigilance  and  regularity 
in  the  lower  departments.  There  were 
not  less  than  1 30,000  men  on  home  ser- 
vice in  England  and  Ireland.  This  body 
required  a  large  superintending  staff. 

The  House  then  divided  upon  the  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Creevey, 

For  it 40 

Against  it 124> 

Majority 84 

Ldit  of  the  Minority » 

Atherley,  A.  Duncaauon,  lord 

Aubrey,  sir  J.  Fitzi^eraM,  M. 

Bankes,  H.  Oordoo,  R. 

BabiD|(ton,Tho.  Guise,  sir  W. 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G.  Halsey,  G. 

Broadhead,  T.  Hamitton,  lord  A. 

Calvert,  Cba.  Huroby,  E. 

Creevey,  T.  Huskisson,  W. 

Campbell,  lord  J.  JobnsUMie,  C. 
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Keck,  Lee 

Kemp,  Tbo. 
LefeYre,  S. 
LeoiQD,  sir  W. 
Lloyd,  M. 
Maitland,  F, 
MaiiiD,  H. 
Methuen,  P. 
MUton,  lord 
Monek,  sir  C. 
NewoiftD,  — — 
OsBulfltoD,  lerd 


Paniell,«irH. 
RancUffe,  k^rd 
RanniideOyJ. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  R. 
Smith,  Wm. 
Speirs,  A. 
ThorntoD,  H. 
Western,  G. 
Wbitbread,  8. 
Wilkins,  W. 


The  original  question  wfts  then  carried, 
and  the  consideration  of  the  remainder  of 
the  Estimates  postponed  to  Friday. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

T\tmU^,  March  9. 

Ilcbbstke  Gaou]  Mr.  Dkkintm  re- 
called to  the  recollection  of  an  hon.  ba* 
ronet  a  petition  which  he  had  on  a 
former  occasion  presented  to  the  Hoose. 
from  some  persons  confined  in  Ilchester 
gaol,  for  a  riot  at  Bath ;  and  who,  in  their 
petition,  complained  of  ilUtreatment.  He 
also  recalled  to  the  recollection  of  the 
hon.  baronet  the  circumstance  of  his  har- 
ing  produced  a  loaf  in  the  House,  which 
had  been  sent  from  the  prisoners  confined 
in  some  jail.  He  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  hon.  baronet  meant  to  proceed 
any  further  with  those  complaints. 

Sir  F.  Burdctt  replied,  that  his  time  had 
been  so  much  engaged  by  an  election 
committee,  that  he  had  not  been  able  to 
proceed  further  in  the  business  of  these 
petitions ;  and  that  he  had  no  intention  of 
pressing  the  matter  any  further  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Dkkinion  wished  to  know  whether 
the  hon.  baronet  had  inquired  into  the  truth 
of  the  allegations  in  the  petitions  which 
he  had  laid  before  the  House  ? 

Sir  P.  Burden  replied,  that  the  causes 
of  the  complaints  preferred  in  the  petitions 
had  been  removed. 

Mr.  Dickinson  wished  to  ask  the  hon. 
haronet  whether  the  loaf  which  he  had 
produced  had  been  sent  from  the  Ilchester 
or  the  Bath  jail. 

Sir  P.  Burdcti  answered,  that  it  had 
been  sent  to  him  from  Bath. 

Thanks  of  the  Housb  gitbn  to 
LiEUTEfiANT  General  Sir  Stapleton 
Cotton.]  Lieut.  General  Sir  Stapleton 
Cotton  being  come  to  the  House,  Mr. 
Speaker  acquainted  him,  that  the  Home 
had,  upon  the  3d  of  December  last  re- 
solfed,  that  the  Thanks  of  the  House  be 


given  to  him,  for  his  dislingnisbed  i 
lions  in  the  battle  of  Salamaaea  upon  th* 
22d  of  July  last,  which  terminated  ui  a 
glorious  and  decisive  victory  over  the 
enemy's  army ;  and  Mr.  Spedcer  gave 
him  the  Thanks  of  the  House  accordingly, 
as  followeth : 

"  Lieut  General  Sir  Stepleton  Cotton  ; 
In  this  interval  between  the  active  eeaaoM 
of  war,  your  proper  sphere  of  doty  as 
within  these  walls;  and  we  hail  with 
pride  and  pleasure  your  return  anoBgil 
us,  bringing  with  you  fresh  marks  of  royal 
favour,  the  just  reward  of  fresh  services 
and  triumphs. 

"  Descended  from  a  long  line  of  ances- 
tors, whose  naimes  are  recorded  ia  the 
earliest  ages  of  onr  history,  and  charac- 
terised with  those  qualities  of  prudence* 
generosity,  and  valour,  which  have  laid 
the  foundations  of  English  greatness,  yew 
race  has  exhibited  many  a  model  of  thai 
splendid  worth  which  dignifies  the  gen« 
tiemenof  England,  always  proflspt  to  dis- 
charge the  laborious  duties  of  ciril  life, 
and  never  slow  to  take  up  arms  at  the  cM 
of  their  country.  Such,  in  an  eaiioeni 
degree,  was  that  venerated  poraoo  froea 
whom  you  have  immediately  derived 
your  own  hereditary  honours,  endeared 
by  his  active  virtues  to  the  public  men  of 
his  own  times,  not  unknown  to  sofme  who 
still  sit  amonffst  us,  and  ever  remembered 
by  myself  with  the  siocerest  sestiments 
of  respect  and  affection. 

"  But,  Sir,  when  the  path  of  early  lift 
lay  open  to  your  choice,  the  then  wiariihs 
state  of  the  world  called  forth  a  congenial 
spirit,  and  your  military  ardour  led  yon  to 
encounter  the  toils  and  dangers  of  waria 
distant  climates.  Trained  in  the  same 
camps,  and  animated  by  the^same  h»ve 
of  glory,  as  the  great  captain  who  now 
commands  our  armies,  and  fills  the  vn^ld 
with  his  renown,  you  have  bravely  fi>llo«r- 
ed  his  brilliant  career,  and  shared  ia  his 
unexampled  triumphs.  Renouncing  the 
charms  of  ease,  and  the  seat  of  yoor  an* 
cestors,  you  have  gallantly  gone  forth  to 
the  tented  fields  of  Portugal  and  Spain ; 
and,  having  reaped  the  harvest  of  onr 
thanks  for  your  achievemenu  in  the  battle 
of  Talavera,  you  now  stand  before  ns 
crowned  with  the  never-fading  laurels  of 
Salamanca:  your  squadrons,  upon  that 
memorable  day,  overthrowing  the  enemy's 
embattled  ranks,  laid  open  the  road  to 
victory ;  and  the  work  which  your  gal- 
lantry had  commenced,  your  triomphaBl 
perseverance  completed. 
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'<  Tbete  heroic  ezf^iu  have  agaia  en* 
titled  you  to  the  public  gratitude ;  and  I 
do  now  in  the  name  and  by  the  command 
•f  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land in  parliament  assembled,  deliver  to 
you  their  unanimous  Thanks  for  your  dis- 
tinguished exertions  in  the  battle  of  Sala- 
manca,  on  the  2Qd  of  July  last,  which  ter- 
minated  in  a  glorious  and  decisive  victory 
over  the  enemy's  army/' 

Upon  which  Lieut.  General  Sir  StapUum 
Cotton  said  : 

*'  Mr.  Speaker ;  I  cannot  express  how 
much  1  feel  gratified  and  honoured  by  the 
Tote  of  thanks  which  has  been  passed  by 
this  House,  and  conveyed  to  me  by  you. 
Sir,  in  so  flattering  a  manner ;  I  am  in- 
debted to  the  discipline  and  bravery  of 
the  troops  I  have  the  honour  to  command 
for  this  most  distinguished  reward. 

**  In  aeal  for  the  service,  and  attach- 
ment to  my  king  and  country,  I  yjeld  to 
no  man;,  my  feeble  efibrts  shall  ever  be 
exerted  to  render  myself  worthy  of  the 
^^cy  great  honour  which  has  been  con- 
ferred upon  me/' 

Ordered,  ntm*  con.  That  what  has  been 
now  said  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  giving  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  to  Lieut.  General 
Sir  Siapleton  Cotton,  together  with  his 
Answer  thereto,  be  printed  in  the  Votes  of 
this  day. 

Army  EsTiMAras.]  Mr.  Lushington 
brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Supply. 

Mr.  Creevey  intimated  his  intention,  in 
consequence  of  the  itnportant  business 
which  stood  for  that  night,  to  postpone 
until  that  day  week,  his  motion  relative 
to  the  second  paymaster  of  the  forces,  and 
his  deputy. 

The  various  Resolutions  were  then 
agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of  that  for 
granting  4>60,587/.  6«.  4a.  for  Barracks, 
which  being  read, 

Mr.  Fremamle  drew  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  item  in  this  grant  of  1 25,667/. 
for  new  barracks  in  Ireland,  respecting 
which  no  information  whatever  had  last 
night  been  afforded  by  ministers.  Con- 
ceiving it  highly  proper  that  the  House 
should  be  told  the  object  and  the  extent 
of  these  projected  buildings,  he  would 
move  an  amendment  t^  suspend  the  grant 
of  this  125,667/.  by  substituting  the  sum 
of  334,920/.  6m.  M.  for  460,587/.  6f.  U. 
in  the  Resolution  submitted  for  the  appro- 
bation of  the  House. 


Lord  PaSmenton  observed,  that  bis  right 
hon.  friend  and  himself  had  last  night 
stated  all  that  they  could  recollect  on  the 
subject  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  inquiry^ 
For  several  years  a  considerable  number 
of  barracks  bad  been  in  progress  in  Ire- 
land, in  order  to  relieve  the  civil  commo« 
nity  from  the  great  pressure  of  tb^  troops, 
and  to  save  to  the  public  the  expence  of 
hiring  buildings  for  the  purpose.  Several 
of  those  barracks  were  to  have  been  com* 
pleted  by  the  end  of  1812  ;  although  he 
was  not  aware  whether  they  had  actually 
been  so  completed.  Another  description 
of  barracks  was  also  in  such  forwardness,  in 
Ireland,  as  to  be  expected  to  be  brought 
to  a, completion  in  the  present  year.  The 
effect  of  agreeing  to  the  hon.  gentleman'a 
amendment  would  be,  that  these  works, 
so  begun,  would  be  suspended ;  and  that 
the  money  already  expended  would  bo 
totally  lost  to  the  public.  If  the  hon, 
gentleman  wished  for  more  detailed  ac- 
counts on  the  subject  he  was  sure  that 
his  hon.  friend  would  be  very  ready  to 
produce  them. 

Mr.  PretnaniU  declared,  ihat  be  would 
not  press  his  amendment  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  assure  him,  that  he 
would  lay  before  the  House  all  these  de* 
tails,  which  in  his  opinion  were  indispen« 
sible  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Peele  having  intimated  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  production  of  the  in* 
formation  required,  and  that  the  hon.  g«n* 
tieman  might  have  had  it  before  had  he 
chosen  to  move  for  it,  Mr.  Fremantio 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

COMMITTEB  ON  THB  StATB  OF   THE 

Laws  affectinc#  the  Romah  CAVHOLrcs.] 
Mr.  Grattan  moved  ihe  order  of  the 
day,  for  the  House  "  to  resolve  itself  into 
**  a  committee  of  the  whole  H m^e,  to  take 
"  into  its  most  serious  consideration  the 
"  state  of  the  LawA  atfiecting  his  Majesty^a 
"  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Great  Britain 
"  and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  such  a  final 
'^  and  conciliatory  adjustment  as  may  be 
*'  conducive  to  the  peace  and  strength  of 
"  the  United  Kingdom,  to  the  stability  of 
''  the  Protestant  establishment,  and  to  the 
"  general  satisfaction  and  concord  of  all 
*'  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.'^ 

On  the  motion^  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  iittsAtngiofi  said,  that  as  perhaps  af- 
ter the  Speaker  had  \th  the  chair,  he  should 
have  no  opportunity  of  delivering  his  sen* 
timents  on  the  if^portant  question  then  be« 
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fere  the  House,  he  trusted  to  their  indaU 
gence  for  a  short  time,  while  he  briefly 
expressed  his  sentiments  upon  the  subject : 
and  be  hoped,  at  the  same  time,  that  no 
accusation  of  intolerance  or  bigotry  would 
be  preferred  against  him,  for  the  opinions 
he  was  about  to  utter.  He  was  as  sincere 
a  friend  to  tolerance,  when  it  «could  be 
safely  granted,  as  the  hon.  gentlemen 
who  were  the  warmest  advocates  of  the 
Catholic '  cause,  and  he  was  confident  he 
might  say  the  same  of  the  respectable 
clergy  of  the  city  he  had  the  honour  to 
represent  (Canterbury.)  They  had,  it 
was  true,  presented  a  petition  against  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  but  it 
was  on  the  grounds  he  had  just  professed, 
atid  which  were  not  removed  by  the  pro- 
positions of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  introduced  the  motion.  That  right 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
have  established  sufficient  grounds  to  over- 
set at  once  all  the  land'-marks  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  settled  by  the  Bill  of  Rights.. 
This  fundamental  law  of  the  land  had  been 
attacked  on  account  of  the  temper  of  the 
times  it  which  it  was  enacted.  No  refe- 
rence, however,  had  been  made  to  the 
Ume  in  which,  previous  to  that,  Roman 
Catholics  enjoyed  civil  power  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  this  he  considered  on  the  part  of 
the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  as  a  proof  of 
discretion ;  for  sujely  their  conduct  in 
those  times  of  their  power,  would  not  have 
disposed  the  House  in  [favour  of  the  mo- 
tion ;  nor  had  he  referred  the  House  to 
the  example  of  other  countries  where  the 
Catholics  enjoyed  political  power,  aiid 
where  the  concord  and  conciliation  of  all 
classes  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  thereby 
promoted.  The  hon.  gentleman  then 
commented  on  the  perpetual  variations  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
present  day.  He  was  afraid  that  by  yield- 
ing to  the  demands  of  the  Catholics,  the 
very  reverse  of  concord  and  conciliation 
wpuld  be  the  consequence  as  long  as  they 
professed  their  obnoxious  doctrines.  The 
Catholics  had  shewn  no  disposition  to  con- 
cession. *A  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Canning)  had  proposed  last  session  a  mo- 
tion in  their  favour,  but  it  had  been  hardly 
parried,  when  the  Roman  Catholics  de- 
clared that  they  w6uld  listen  to  no  con- 
cession whatever  on  their  side.  Again, 
lord  Grenville  bad  announced  id  another 
place,  that  they  were  disposed  to  concede 
the  Veto,  but  he  had  scarcely  returned 
home  when  the  same  Roman  Catholics  de- 
fied every  assertion  he  had  made  in  their 


favour,  and,  as  it  was  supposed,  in  their 
names.  In  this  state  of  things  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  before 
he  proceeded  to  press  the  House  to  adopt 
new  measures,  to  shew  that  the  Rouaan 
Catholics  had  really  and  sincerely  aban* 
doned  those  obnoxious  doctrines,  which 
first  made  restrictions  necessary.  After 
the  writings  lately  published  and  avowed 
by  that  society,  he  saw  no  hopes  whatever 
of  any  accommodation,  and  in  that  view  of 
the  subject,  he  hoped  that  the  House  would 
agree  with  him  that  their  best  way  was  to 
retrace  their  steps.  They  were  to  go  back 
to  the  Bill  of  Jtights,  and  on  that  topic  he 
had  been  astonished  to  hear  a  right  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Plunket) 
whose  eloquence  he  admired  as  much  as 
any  one,  declare  on  the  first  night  of  the 
debate,  that  he  saw  no  specific^  exclusion 
of  the  Catholics  contained  in'  that  Act. 
He  maintained,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
principle  was  contained  in  the  very  pre- 
amble, which  stated  that  restrictions  were 
necessary  against  them,  as  long  as  they 
retained  the  obnoxious  opinions  impot^ 
to,  them.  Another  confirmation  of  that 
principle  was  to  be  found  in  the  preamble 
of  the  3 1  St  of  his  present  Majesty,  to  grant 
further  immunities ;  for  that  preamble 
stated,  that  whereas  certain  doctrines  dan- 
gerous to  the  state  and  to  civil  liberty, 
were  attributed  to  the  Catholics,  and 
whereas  they  were  willing  to  disclaim  the 
same,  it  was  advisable  to  do  away  eertain 
of  the  disqualifications  by  which  they  had 
been  hitherto  affected,  on  their  disclaiming 
those  doctrines.  From  this  he  conceived 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  prove  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
had  utterly  disclaimed  those  opinions,  be- 
fore he  called  upon  the  House  to  grant 
them  farther  indulgences.  He  was  de.«iroos 
of  impressing  on  the  minds  of  the  House 
the  necessity  of  ascertaining  how  far  the 
dangers,  against  which  the  Bill  of  Rights 
had  provided,  were  removed,  before  they 
did  away  the  securities  which  were  in- 
tended to  protect  the  Protestant  constitu- 
tion and  establishments  in  church  and 
state.  He  could  not  distinctly  see  from 
the  speeches  of.the  hon.  gentlemen  op- 
posite, the  nature  of  the  securities  which 
were  meant  to  be  substituted  ;  and  if  it 
were  once  proved  to  him  that  they  were 
likely  to  be  satisfactory,  no  man  could  be 
more  willing  than  himself  to  grant  further 
indulgence  to  the  Roman  Catholics;  be 
wished  for  nothing  more  thaif  to  promota 
concord  among  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's 
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subject^;  biit  he  was  afraid  that  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  discussion  would  hare  no 
other  effect  but  that  of  transplanting  into 
this  country  those  scenes  of  tumult  and 
discord  vvhich  had  too  often,  and  so  lately 
disgraced  Ireland. 

The  House  then  resolved  ittelf  into  a 
Committee,  Mr.  Wrottesley  in- the  chair, 
upon  which, 

Mr.  Groitan  roge  and  said,  that  he  had 
thought  it  unnecessary  and  inconvenient 
the  other  night,  when  the  House  shewed 
the  greatest  anxiety  to  come  to  the  ques- 
tion, to  go  at  large  into  any  reply  to  the 
arguments  against  his  motion.  He  would 
now,  howeyer,  remark  upon  several  of 
them  ;  and  in  doing  so  he  thought  it  ri^ht 
to  observe,  that  he  had  made  an  alteration 
in  the  Resolution,  as  it  wasoriginally  pro- 
posed. It  did  not,  however,  at  all  alter 
the  principle,  but  merely  modified  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  expressed.  The 
alteration  which  he  was  sure  could  not 
nieet  with  the  disapprobation  of  the  op- 
ponents of  the  measure,  was  to  this  effect : 
That  the  House  would  take  measures  for 
restoring  to  the  Catholics  the  privileges  of 
the  constitution,  subject,  however,  to  cer- 
tain exceptions,  and  under  such  regula- 
tions as  might  be  deemed  •  necessary  to 
support  the  Protestant  establishment  in 
church  and  state.  This  was  a  suggestion 
proposed  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman,  with 
whom,  in  principle,  he  completely  agreed : 
and  he  did  most  willingly  comply  with 
it,  not  as  any  dereliction  of  the  principle, 
but  as  a  modification  of  the  terms  in  which 
it  was  conceived.  With  regard  to  the 
church  of  Scotland  and  the  people  of  that 
communion,  they  seemed  to  be  perfectly 
acquiescent  in  the  wisdom  of  parliament 
on  this  question.  It  was  of  great  import- 
ance to  his  motion  that  he  could  say  that 
the  Presbytery  of  Scotland  were  not  hostile 
to  the  measure  of  concession  and  concilia- 
tion. The  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  were, 
indeed,  against  the  Catholics,  but  that  of 
Glasgow  was  favourable  ;  and  be  might 
conclude  from  their  not  having  petitioned, 
that  the  great  body  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land was  friendly  to  the  Catholic  cause. 
Nor  could  it  be  maintained,  that  the 
.church  of  England,  generally  speaking, 
was  against  the  principle,  though  many  of 
its  members  had  been  more  active  in  op- 
posing the  measure,  than  the  Scottish  clergy 
had  b^en ;  and  though  it  might  be  grant- 
ed that  many  of  the  clergy  were  not 
placable,  yet  it  did  not  follow  as  a  truth  . 


that  the  peopTe  of  England  were  in  gene- 
ral hostile  to  the  communication  of  their 
own  privileges  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 
The  opposition  to  the  Catholic  claims  was 
respectable:  but  at  the  saqie  tima  they 
had  received  great  and  efficient  support. 
Notwithstanding  the  opposition,  to  which 
he  would  not  deny  the  name  of  respects 
able,  bow  were  we  warranted  to  say,  that 
the  people  of  England  were  against  the 
motion,  when  so  few  great  public  bodies 
had  expressed  their  opinion  ?  If  such  wai 
the  case  with  the  people  of  England,  sure 
he  was  that  the  great  body  of  the  Protest- 
ants in  Ireland  were  still  less  unfavourable. 
The  most  respectable  of  the  petitions  from 
that  part  of  the  empire  also  were. not 
founded  on  ,the  principle  of  opposition, 
but  on  the  principle  of  security  to  exist- 
ing establishments.  He  had  no  doubt,  ii^ 
short,  that  the  weight  of  Ireland,  both  in 
point  of  properly  and  respectability,  was 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  Catholics. 

But  supposing  that  the  sense  of  the  na- 
tion was  divided  on  the  subject,  this  fur- 
nished, in  his  mind,  a  decisive  argument 
for  finishing  the  controversy  by  the  wis- 
dom of  parliament :  if  they  found  the 
country  in  a  dispute,  it  was  their  duty  to 
terminate  it  as  soon  as  possible.  The  truth 
was,  that  too  many  at  present  of  those 
who  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  consti- 
tution, founded  their  arguments  for  exclu- 
sion on  topics  which  affronted  and  insult- 
ed those  who  were  out  of  this  constitu- 
tion; the  controversy,  therefore,  must 
proceed  to  mischief,  unless  the  wietflom  of 
parliament  interfered.  He  was  convinced 
that  many  people  in  England,  who  signed 
these  Anti -catholic  petitions,  did  not  un- 
derstand the  ultimate  object  to  which  they 
led ;  but  were  influenced  by  misconcep- 
tions and  prejudices.  If,  for  instance, 
they  were  asked,  in  plain  terms,  whe- 
ther they  believed  the  Catholics  were  ene- 
mies to  liberty,  and  disafiTected  to  govern- 
ment ?  he  bad  little  doubt  they,  would  an- 
swer in  the  negative  ;  but,  one  opposition 
naturally  begot  another,  and  at  length,  by 
the  mutual  warmth  of  controversy,  it 
might  become  a  question,  whether  one 
fifth  of  the  population  was  well  affected 
to  the  government  or  not.  There  was  no 
saying  where  such  disputes  might  end. 
He  regretted  that  so  many  of  the  clergy 
had  shewn  a  disposition  to  place  the  secu- 
rity of  the  church  on  the  principles  of  ex- 
clusion ;  by  so  domg,  they  did  all  that 
lay  in  their  power  to  place  it  on  principles 
which  might  be  fatal  to  its  existence. 
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Witb  respect  to  the  enemies  to  the  Ca- 
tholic caose,  what  had  they  done  ?  they 
bad  petitioned  for  a  monopoly,  and  said 
that  the  concession  of  the  claims  woold 
he  dangeroos*  It  was  a  subject  fatal  to 
the  Protestant  monopoly  and  the  Pro-. 
tesUnt  church.  Tliis  party  were  for  a 
perpetual  diTision,  and  desired  parlia- 
ment to  exclude  a  great  portion  of  the 
•people  from  the  benefits  of  the  constitu- 
lion—- and  upon  what  grounds— upon  an 
argument  that  tended  ultimately  to  force 
them  out  of  the  empire. 

He  would  again  revert  shortly  to  the 
arguments  that  were  clothed  with  the  sa- 
cred name  of  the  Act  of  Settlement  He 
allowed,  that  it  was  a  point  of  the  Act  of 
Settlement  to  exclude  the  Catholics,  but  it 
was  by  no  means  an  essential  part  which 
could  admit  of  no  alteration.  In  the  Act 
of  Union  with  Scotland,  the  oath  was  de- 
clared to  be  subject  to  future  regulation ; 
for  it  was  declared,  that  it  should  remain 
as  it  then  was,  until  otherwise  provided 
for  by  parliament.  This  sufficiently  ma- 
nifested the  power  of  parliament  to  inter- 
fere :  and  when  his  opponents  set  forth 
the  consecration  of  the  Act  of  Settlement, 
as  an  insuperable  barrier,  he  should  reply 
to  them  with  this  provisional  vote  of  par- 
liament, which  declared,  that  the  oath  was 
not  fundamental,  but  subject  to  future  re- 
gulation. At  the  time  when  the  union 
with  Ireland  was  under  consideration  it 
did  not  appear  that  it  was  deemed  funda- 
mental. Some  of  those  who  were  con- 
cerned in  that  measure  were  still  alive 
and  in  the  House;  and  were  they  now 
that  they  had  attained  their  object,  in 
gaining  the  Union,  prepared  to  say  that 
they  looked  upon  that  this  day  to  be 
fundamental  which  they  then  allowed  to 
be  provisionary  ? 

But  the  argument  upon  which  some 
hon.  gentlemen  mainly  rested,  was  the 
incompatibility  of  all  the  plans  that  had 
been  proposed.  His  answer  was,  that  a 
diversity  of  opinion,  as  to  the  mode  of 
effecting  Catholic  emancipation,  was  by 
no  meaqs  fatal  to  unity  of  principle  with 
regard  to  the  object.  All  were  agreed, 
that  the  chureh  of  England,  the  church  of 
Scotland,  and  the  church  of  Ireland, 
should  be  amply  secured  and  maintained. 
Here,  at  least,  was  concord.  If  you 
agreed  that  the  Catholic  religion  was  con- 
sistent with  the  welfare  of  the  state,  you 
might  have  different  modes  of  concilia- 
tion, but  you  were  agreed  as  to  one  es- 
sential pomt    His  right  hon*  friend  under 


the  gallery,  and  himself,  might  think  dif^ 
ferently  as  to  the  particular  limitations 
and  exceptions ;  any  plan.  Indeed,  to  be 
proposed,  woold  of  course  be  the  anbject 
of  modification,  and  a  matter  of  debate. 
When  the  House  resolved  to  go  into  tbe 
Committee,  they,  in  fieuit,  decided  that  Ca* 
tholic  emancipation,  however  a  auestion  of 
difficulty,  was  not  a  question  of  impossi- 
bility. The  question,  indeed,  before  the 
Committee,  might  be  comprehended  under 
three  heads :  the  first  was,  set  at  liberty 
the  Catholics;  the  second,  establiab  the 
church,  by  every  requisite  secority  ;  and 
the  third,  impose  no  conditions  incom- 
patible with  tbe  Catholic  faith.  These 
were  the  heads  of  what  he  should  have  ti 
propose. 

It  had  been  said,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  sonk 
under  the  difficulties  which  the  anbject 
presented  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  this,  it  was 
added,  that  he  never  hsid  commanicated  his 
plan.  But  it  was  certain,  that  Mr.  Pitt  went 
out  of  office  in  1801,  not  because  his  plan 
was  impracticable,  but  from  other  weli- 
known  obstacles.  Hedid  notthink  so  in  I7d0 
or  in  1800,  and  from  his  communication 
through  tbe  late  marquis  Corn  wall  is  to  tbe 
Catholics,  it  did  not  appear  that  he  deem- 
ed the  measure  impracticable  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  That  di&tinguished  man  oa 
this  very  occasion,  sent  the  letter  he  al- 
luded to,  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  in 
which  he  told  them,  that  "  by  acting 
with  moderation,  and  pursuing  a  loy^ 
and  dutiful  line  of  conduct,  th<^y  would 
aflbrd  additionalgroutMlsofargnmeDttuthe 
growing  number  of  their  advocates  in  this 
country,  till  their  object  was  ottiroalely  at- 
tained." Such  was  the  language  of  tbe 
letter  which  Mr.  Pitt  caused  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  lord  Fiogal,  Dr.  Troy,  and 
others.  What,  again,  did  the  marquis 
Cornwallis  say  on  that  very  occasion? 
He  gave  his  formal  opinion,  annexed  to 
the  same  communication,  that  the  measore 
of  emancipation  was  necessary  for  aeciv- 
ing  the  connection  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  Again,  when  the  qoeatiaii 
was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Fos,  in 
1805,  there  was  nothing  in  the  language 
of  Mr.  Pitt  to  shew  that  he  considered  the 
measure  impracticable.  He  8aid«  there 
was  a  bar  to  iu  agitation,  the  nature  of 
which  was  sufficiently  understood,— but 
never  that  it  was  impracticable.  He 
differed  as  to  the  right,  but  not  as  to  any 
thing  that  concerned  the  questiim  as  a 
measure  of  regulation.  Be  even  alluded 
to  the  plan  which  he  hid  < 
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consisting  of  a  Tariety  of  regulations. 
Nine  months  after  this  period,  Mr.  Pitt 
died ;  so  that  we  were  now  called  upon  to 
believe  that  what  he  contemplated  as  prac- 
ticable for  six  years,  within  these  nine  short 
months  he  found  out  to  be  impracticable. 
But  what  were  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  great  mind  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  supposed 
to  sink  ?  Why,  they  were  the  difficulties 
of  promoting  meritorious  Catholic  officers 
on  the  staff  of  the  army;  of  admitting 
such  men  as  lord  Fingai  into  the  House 
of  Peers,  and  as  sir  P.  Bellew  into  the 
House  of  Commons!  These  were  the 
mighty  difficulties  under  which  his  mind 
was  supposed  to  haye  sunk,  who  had  the 
ability  to  destroy  70  Irish  boroughs! 
There  was  a  difficulty  started  in  the  Irish 
parliament,  at  the  time  when  it  was  pro» 
posed  to  grant  the  Catholics  the  right  of 
Toting  at  elections,— it  was  then  said  that 
an  inundation  of  Popery  would  sweep 
away  every  thing  before  it.  But  what 
were  the  enects  of  this  restoration  of  Ca- 
tholic rights?  Ireland  had  evidently 
cained  by  it ;  the  elections  were  more 
free  and  independent;  they  were  now 
founded  not  on  monopoly,  but  on  proper- 
ty and  respectability. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Pitt,  he  begged 
leave  to  name  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Fox,  and 
Mr.  Windham,  distinguished  statesmen 
and  philosophers,  as  strenuous  supporters 
of  the  Catholic  claims.  He  might  also 
eni/merate  men  of  learning  like  the  bishop 
of  LlandafF  and  the  bishop  of  Norwich,  a 
name  that  would  be  ever  respected,  and 
which  was  dear  to  every  friend  of  reli- 
gious liberty  and  social  u-eedom.  It  was 
also  remarkable  that  the  lord-Ueatenants 
of  Ireland,  for  the  last  70  years,  were  tmi- 
fbrmly  in  favour  of  them.  Lord  Fitzwii- 
Itam  was  decidedly  so  :  lord  Camden,  who 
went  over  to  Ireland  with  opposite  senti- 
ments,  and  who  Itred  in  that  country  at  a 
moist  trying  time,  when  be  could  not 
avoid  knowing  the  opinions  of  the  Catho<* 
lies,  was  ultimately  for  concession :  he 
too,  was  the  friend  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  might 
be  supposed  not  unacooaiated  with  the 
sentiments  of  that  illustrious  person  :  lord 
Cornwallis  publicly  declared  it  essentfally 
necessary  tor  preserving  tb*  coaaection 
between  Britain  and  Ireland.  This. was 
the  practical  conclusion  formed  by  a 
statesman  and  a  soldier,  at  a  most  critical 
period  of  Irish  history,  and  was  entitled  to 
the  utmost  respect.  Lord  Hard  wicke « did 
not  go  over  a  friend  to  the  measure ;  but 
after  some  years'  residence  as  lord  lieute* 
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nant,  he  altered  his  opini(m,  and  now  sup- 
ported it  by  his  vote.  His  right  hou.  friend 
the  late  secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr.  W. 
Pole),  had  at  Brst  opiposed  the  Catholic 
claims  on  account  of  the  obstacles  that 
existed  in  certain  quarters  to  the  grafting 
of  these  claims;,  but  when,  by  the  removal 
of  the  restrictions  on  the  Prince  Regent, 
such  obftacles  were  done  away,  and  after 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  derived  from  a 
five  years'  official  residence  in  Ireland,  a^ 
high  degree  of  experience  on  this  subject, 
he  had  voted  in  favour  of  the  Catholics, 
and  had  stated,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
country  could  not  do  well  without  some 
measure  of  the  kind.  He  had,  for  this, 
been  charged,  and  in  his  opinion  unfairly, 
with  inconsistency.  His  right  hon.  firiend's 
mind  was  not  stationary  iSce  the  minds  ef 
those  who  made  this  silly  charge.  He 
shewed  that  it  was  progressive ;  and  he 
was  right,  for  time  aiul  circumstances  had 
operated  very  powerfully  in  favour  of  the 
Catholic  question  particularly. 

There  was  a  time  when  Roo^an  Catho- 
lic emancipation  would  not  have  been 
heard  of  without  horror ;  but  the  in* 
tenseness  of  the  prejudice,  as  had  been 
stated  by  an  hon.  gentleman  on  a  foruaar 
night,  and  it  was  a  word  of  choice  selec- 
tion, the  '  intenseness'  of  the  prejudice 
had  been  weakened.  Those  professing  ^ 
the  two  religioBS  had  advanced  much 
nearer  to  each  other  in  spirit;  so  that 
though  they  still  differed  on  points  of  faith, 
they  were  much  more  likely  than  formerly 
to  coalesce  in  other  respects.  He  intend- 
ed then  to  propose  Resolutions,— first,  that 
the  Catholic  disabilities  should  be  remoT* 
ed;  second,  that  the  establishments  in 
church  and  state  ought  to  be  eiiectually 
secured ;  and  he  should  then  propose  ren- 
gulations  iwc  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  and 
other  matters,  and  an  oath  against  foreign 
influence.  It  might  be  demanded  of  him 
to  state  the  regulations ;  but  he  would  nof, 
and  for  this  reason,  that  under  pretence 
of  opposing  these  regulations,  some  gen- 
tlemen would  oppoee  the.  principle.  He 
woyld  only  say,  that  if  any  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  proposed  any  regulation  of 
security  not  trenching  on  the  Catholic  re- 
Ugion,  he  would  support  it,  for  he  valued 
tins  principle  so  much,  that  he  would  not 
be  that  fool  to  lose  it  by  precipitation  and 
punctilio.  His  object  was  to  lay  the  se- 
minal principle  of  making  the  inhabitants 
of  the  empire  an  united  people.  The 
language  we  ought  to  hold  was,  we  are 
friends  to  your  liberty,  and  to  our  own  re- "" 
(*H) 
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ligion.  Sappose'he  wis  to  introdace  a 
clause  into  the  preamble  of  his  Bill,  say- 
ing, it  was  necessary  that  the  Protestant 
succession  should  be  secured,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  concurrence  of  some  of  those 
who  opposed  his  measure— Would  they 
not  then  admit  that  to  be  proTisional  now, 
and  not  fundamental,  which  they  formerly, 
in  their  comments  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,  con- 
tended to  be  fundamental,  and  not  provi- 
sionary  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  most  say, 
that  he  valued  the  principle  too  much  to 
surrender  or  lose  it  for  reasons  of  regula- 
tion. If  once  admitted,  it  would  make  the 
empire  one— for  it  was  a  principle  of 
union  and  regeneration. 

If  the  Resolutions  were  agreed  to,  he 
should  then  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill ;  but  be  was  not  desirous  of  precipi- 
tating the  mieasure.  He  thoof;ht  that  time 
ought  to  be  given  for  the  spirits  to  cool, — 
that  they  should  not  legislate  without  con- 
sulting the  feelings  of  the  people;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time,  they  should  repose 
upon  the  good  sense  of  both  countries, 
and  not  take  any  step  that  should  deprive 
the  cause  of  the  benefit  of  that  good  sense. 
It  might  be  asked,  why  the  Catholics  did 
not  protest  against  the  violence  of  some  of 
their  own  body  ?  The  answer  was,  that 
parliament  had  not  given  them  encoorage- 
nent«  Bat  when  the  arm  of  parliament 
should  be  once  stretched  out  to  the  Catho- 
lics, there  would  be  many  wise  and  mode- 
rate enough  to  embrace  it.  By  thus  evinc- 
ing a  conciliatory  disposition  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, parliament  would  at  all  events 
shew  that  the  fault  did  not  remain  with 
them,  if  the  measure  should  be  unsuccess- 
Ibl.  Let  them  send  out  the  dove,  how- 
ever, and  they  might  depend  on  his  bring- 
ing back  the  olive  branch.  The  right  hon. 
geiUleman  concluded,  by  moving 

"  That  with  a  view  to  such  an  adjust- 
"  ment  as  may  be  conducive  to  the  peace 
*'  and  strength  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to 
*'  the  security  of  the  Established  Church,- 
"  aod  to  the  ultimate  concord  of  all  classes 
"  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  it  is  highly  ad- 
'*  visable  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the 
*'  civil  and  military  disqualifications  under 
*'  which  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
*'  subjects  now  labour,  with  such  excep- 
"  tibns  and  under  such  regulations  as  may 
**  be  found  necessary  for  preserving,  un- 
"  alterably,  the  Protestant  succession  to 
"  the  crown,  according  to  the  Act  for  the 
''  further  limitation  of  the.crown  and  bet- 
**  ter  securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
**  the  subject,  and  for  maiBtainiog  invio- 


**  late  the  Protestant  episcopal  chmrb  of 
'*  England  and  Ireland,  and  the  doctriiie, 
"  discipline,  and  goveramoit  thereof,  and 
^  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  the  doc* 
"  trine,  worship,  discipline,  and  govem- 
''  ment  thereof,  as  the  same  are  respectire* 
"  ly  by  law  established." 

The  Right  Hon.  Charla  Abbot : 

Mr.  Wrottesley ; 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  (Mr.  Grattan)  "having  truly  suted 
that  our  present  discussion  may  be  consi- 
dered as  the  continuation  of  the  former 
debate  upon  the  question,  and  the  Reso- 
lution in  your  hand  as  the  basis  of  the 
whole  measure  proposed  for  oar  adoption, 
I  am  desirous  of  taking  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity in  my  power,  to  enter  my  vrarniog 
protest  against  the  course  hitherto  pur- 
sued, as  well  as  against  the  measure  nom 
proposed  ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  state 
such  other  course  as  in  my  opiniofi  might 
advantageously  be  taken  for  enlarging  the 

f privileges  of  his  Majesty's  Roman  C^o- 
ic  subjects,  without  endangering  the  ge- 
neral fabric  of  the  constitution 

And,  Sir,  in  the  first  place,  looking  btck 
to  the  mode  by  which  weSiave  arrifed 
at  the  Committee,  I  cannot  fhink  that  its 
result  will  be  successful.  The  object  ibr 
which  the  House  was  persuaded  to  ester 
into  this  committee,  was  to  diactns  die 
details  of  three  difierent  plans,  the  first  of 
which  is  already  abandoned,  the  second 
will  satisfy  no  party,  and  the  third  is  ad* 
mitted  to  be  impracticable. 

The  first  plan  was  for  nnltoiited  and 
unconditional  concession,  as  urged  by  the 
Irish  Roman  Catholics  in  their  ^titioiis; 
but  this  claim  of  right  for  absolute  and 
unconditional  emancipation  (as  it  is  tens- 
ed) has  found  but  few  advocates  in  this 
House ;  it  has  been  abandoned  by  the  rtgte 
honourable  mover  of  this  great  qeestioo, 
and  disclaimed  also  by  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Plonkett)  who  support^ 
Uie  motion  with  such  distingoiabed  elo- 
quence and  ability  upon  the  first  day 
of  these  debates.  It  has  now  no  longer 
any  persisting  advocate. 

The  second  plan  was  for  qualified  coo- 
cessions,  with  some  legislative  central 
over  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy-;  this  is 
apparently  the  plan  of  the  right  boa. 
mover,  so  far  as  hitherto  explained  ;  and 
it  is  undoubtedly  the  plan  of  the  fight 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Caiminf), 
who  obtained  from  the  last  parKameBt  lbs 
pledge  for  enlariBg  apon  its  consideratisfr 
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But  ibis  plan  is  resisted  by  the  Roman 
Cmibolics  tbemselves ;  for  they  call  it  per« 
secution,  and  inadm'ssible  control ;  the^ 
refase  e?en  to  subject  their  cburcb  disci- 
pline to  state  inspection ;  as  we  may  col- 
lect from  the  Declaration  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  prelates  at  Dablin  in  November^ 
1812,  and  also  from  the  explicit  language 
contained  in  the  publication  of  Mr.  Clinch, 
whotn  ibey  have  arowed  and  adopted 
by  a  formal  resolution  as  their  advocate 
and  champion. 

And  as  this  plan  is  also  acknowledged 
to  involve  a  repeal  of  the  Corporation  and 
Test  Acts,  sQcb  contessions  will  on  the 
other  hand  dissatisfy  the  Protestant  Church 
of  England  ;  so  that  if  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics are  not  gained,  and  the  Protestants 
are  dissatiafiecb  the  whole  professed  object 
of  conciliation  is  lost. 

The  third  plan,  that  of  the  noble  vis- 
trount  (lord  Castlereagh)  is  for  bringing 
the  Roman  Catholics  within  the  reach  of 
political  power,  with  safety  to  the  Protes- 
tant establishment,  by  obtaining  the  sanc- 
tion and  concurrence  of  the  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,,  to  such  arrange- 
ments as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  both  par- 
ties. But  this  is  admitted  at  the  present 
time  to  be  wholly  impracticable,  if  de- 
sirable, and  may  be  fairly  laid  out  of  the 
question  for  all  present  purposes. 

Such  then  are  the  three  plans  of  which 
the  different  supporters  have  all  concurred 
in  voting  for  this  committee ;  but  where 
two  parties  out  of  three  cannot  attain  their 
object,  and  the  third  party  are  by  no 
means  agreed  upon  its  extent,  or  upon  the 
mode  of  executing  it 

With  respect  to  the  measure  itself,  as 
now  proposed,  I  object  altogether  to  its 
form  and  character.  We  are  required  to 
begin  with  a  sweeping  repeal  of  all  known 
securities,  upon  the  faith  of  other  securi- 
ties as  yet  unknown.  Our  surrender  is 
to  be  instant  and  nearly  entire ;  the  pro- 
vision fof  self-defence  is  to  be  subsequent 
and  precarious.' 

What  is  the  proposed  grant,  when  drawn 
out  into  particulars  ?  The  doors  of  both 
Houses  of  parliament,  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil, of  the  judicial  bench,  and  all  corpo- 
rate magistracy,  are  at  once  to  be  laid 
open ;  and  the  Test  Act  in  England, 
which  the  Prince  of  Orange  expressly  in- 
sisted upon  retaining  at  the  Revolution,  is 
to  be  atM>lished.  All  these  are  fearfnl 
changes.  For  old  checks,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  may  nevertheless  be  good  against  new 
dangers;  and  what  protected  us  at  one 


time  firom  a  pretender  to  the  throne,  may 
not  be  useless  at  another  time  against  the 
domestic  disturber,  or  the  foreign  invader 
and  subverter  of  empires. 

Then  as  to  the  securities. — We  are  told 
that  we  have  the  present  oaths,  and  that 
we  shall  have  some  control  over  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  clergy  and  their  foreign  in- 
tercourse. Of  the  oaths  1  do  not  mean  to 
speak  lightly,  or  of  the  conscientious  sense 
in  which  they  may  be  taken  by  honour- 
able men.  But  we  cannot  be  blind  or 
deaf  to  all  that  is  to  be  seen  and  heard 
upon  this  subject.  We  see  in  England  no 
very  great  eagerness  to  take  these  oaths,  if 
we  may  judge  by  the  recent  statement  of 
the  oaths  taken  by  Roman  Catholics,  and 
returned  to  the  privy  council  under  tha 
act  of  1791 ;  for  durine  the  last  ten  years 
there  appears  to  have  oeen  but  one  soli- 
tary instance.  And  howefer  specific  the 
language  of  these  oaths  andasseverations» 
there  ha?e  not  been  wanting  many  expla« 
natory  distinctions  to  do  away  their  effect: 
some  are  said  to  be .  solemn  and  serious, 
some  serious  but  not  solemn ;  we  have 
some  that  are  active  and  some  that  are 
passive ;  and  in  Ireland,  the  hon.  baronet 
opposite  to  me  (sir  John  Hippisley)  well 
knows  that  ecclesiastical  monitions  have 
been  issued  to  warn  the  Roman  Catholics 
from  unwarily  thinking  these  oaths  more 
extensively  binding  than  they  really  are, 
and  from  supposing  themselves  too  much 
under  the  necessity  of  forbearing  to  weaken 
and  disturb  the  ProCestant  church  and  go- 
vernment. With  respect  to  the  control 
and  regulation  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  without  which  it  is  said  that  no 
act  of  concession  should  be  allowed  to 
operate,  and  until  which  takes  place  we 
have  been  advised  that  all-  privileges  if 
granted  shoukl  nevertheless  be  suspended 
in  their  operation,  would  it  not  be  more 
rational  to  begin  with  the  Regulating 
Bill,  and  see  whether  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics will  accede  to  any  regulation  what* 
ever?  For  if  not,  the  whole  proceeding 
in  the  way  of  conciliation  is  worse  than 
nugatory. 

The  consequences,  however,  of  such  a 
Bill,  even  if  proposed  to  lie  over  for  con- 
sideration to  another  sessipn  of  parliament, 
will  not  be  indifferent;  it  will  naturally 
give  exaggerated  hopes  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, which  cannot  be  ultimately  ful- 
filled, and  it  will  spread  universal  dissatis* 
faction  through  the  established  church, 
and  hold  out  tiie  prospect  df  perpetual 
conflict  and  agitation.    For  I  think  ne 
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mBxim  more  false  or  dangerous  in  policy, 
than  that  which  has  been  advanced  in 
support  of  measures  like  the  present,  that 
by  adding  to  the  power  of  those  who  are 
hostile  to  our  establishments,  we  may  hope 
to  abate  of  their  enmity. 

I  shall  then  be  asked,  can  I  think  that 
matters  ought  all  to  remain  on  their  pre- 
sent footing,  or  do  I  believe  that  they  can 
so  remain  ? — I  have  never  thought  to ;  I 
have  of\en.s?id  otherwise  to  those  with 
whom  I  have  communicated  upon  these 
subjects.  There  is  much  to  be  done  everjr 
way. 

But  my  views  are  different  from  those 
of  the  present  proceeding,  both  as  to  the 
measure,  and  the  ^lode.  The  measure 
rtust  not  be'  sweeping  and  violent,  and 
the  mode  m\ist  be  distinct  and  gradual. 
The  temper  of  this  country,  in  great  con- 
cerns of  legislation,  is  happily  slow  and 
cautious;  the  people  are  not  unwilling  to 
consider  of  usefbl  changes,  but  they  are 
dot  disposed  to  the  hazardous  adoption  of 
ffholesale  projects. 

There  are  several  important  changes  for 
if^'htch  I  am  prepared,  useful  to  the  state 
as  Protestant,  and  useful  also  to  the  Ro- 
n^an  Catholics,  which  nevertheless  would 
not  alter  the  fundamental  policy  of  the 
constitution.  Some  are  of  concession, 
some  of  regulation. 

In  the  way  of  concession,  adverse  as 
xAy  principles  are  to  admitting  the  Roman 
Catholics  into  offices  of  civil  power,  au- 
thority, or  jurisdiction,  I  should  gladly 
open  to  them  a  larger  and  more  liberal 
share  in  the  honours  of  the  military  pro- 
fession. The  Roman  Catholic  officer 
should  rise  as  freely  to  military  rank  in 
every  part  of  the  empire  as  he  may  by 
law  hi  Ireland;  the  military  system  in 
this  respect  should  also  be  made  uniform 
and  complete  for  all  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects of  every  religious  persuasion.  Be- 
yond this  I  should  be  glaa  to  see  a  repeal 
of  that  part  of  the  law  of  1793  which  ex- 
cludes Koman  Catholics  fVom  the  situa- 
tion of  generals  on  the  staff;  for  I  wourd 
place  within  the  reach  of  their  honorable 
atnbitioQ  ail  the  high  ranks  of  military 
command, excepting  only  the  very  highest 
commands  at  home ;  and  I  except  those, 
only  because  they  have  necessarily  in 
iheir  hands  great  political  power.  « 

I  state  this  as  an  instance  of  concession 
jhrolving  no  transfer  of  power,  though  it 
confers  high  rewards  for  honorable  exer- 
tion in  the  field ;  and  1  ^ould  apply  the 
!  prhicrple  also,  most  freely  to  the  ho- 


nours oF  the  bar;  nor  do  I  believe -that 
concessions  of  th^s'  diescription,  if  asked 
for,  would  in  either  case  be  denied. 

A|^id,  the  toleration  of  the  Ronnan  Ca- 
tholic religion  should  be  rendered  more 
complete  in  points  of  which  the  Roman 
Catholics  may  now  reasonably  complain. 
The  rights  of  the  Irish  Roman  CathoNc 
soldier  to  his  own  religious  worvhip  m 
England  should  stand  upon  law  here,  m 
it  does  in  Irelanif,  and  not  merely  upon 
military  regulation.  The  English  Roman 
Catholic  should  not  be  compelled  to  marry 
in  Protestant  churches.  And  the  Roman 
Catholic  mass  houses  every  where  ahodd 
be  protected  by  law  from  outrage  ^aitd  dis- 
turbance as  completely  as  all  ouier  places 
of  religious  worsnip. 

All  these  are  instances  illintratiTe  of 
that  description  of  privileges  and  proCet- 
tions  which  in  my  judgment  might  safely 
and  usefully  be  granted  at  once,  and  with- 
out stipulation  or  condition. 

On  the  other  hand,  measures  also  most 
be  adopted  for  regulating  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic church,  independently  of  eyery 
Jjuestion  of  concession,  and  virhetber  any 
urther  privileges  are  planted  or  not.  The 
hierarchy  of  the  English  and  Irish  Roman 
CathoKcs  must  be  brought  within  the  in- 
spection and  control  of  the  state.  Parlia- 
ment has  been  compelled  to  look  into  this 
su^ect,  and  the  conclusion  n  irresistible. 

Foreign  intercourse,  and  eren  fbreign 
influence,  are  alledged  to  be  of  the  essence 
of  the  Roman  CathoHc  reli^on ;  and  the 
master-link  of  fbreign  connection  is  in  the 
hands  of  our  mortal  enemy.  The  nobl^ 
viscount  hu  told  us  the  opitiion  formed 
by  the  most  vigihtnt  ministers  of  France, 
and  the  recent  acts  of  Buonaparte  demon* 
strate  his  opitiion  of  the  Important  influ- 
ence of  papal  authority  over  all  Roman 
Catholics,  In  Ireland,  all  who  haTe  read 
the  instructive  publications  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  know  that  in  modem  times  even 
aliens  have  been  obtruded  and  appointed 
to  Roman  Catholic  bishoprics  there,  and 
when  general  Humbert  invadbd  Ireland, 
and  landed  at  Kilblla,  he  found  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  Killalla,  appoint* 
ed  by  the  Pope,  was  brother  to  a  rebel 
general  in  his  own  ardiy.  These  things 
must  no  longer  be  endured.  And  that 
the  vicars  apostolic  of  England  most  aho 
be  brought  within  the  cognizance  of  the 
state,  is  most  evident  from  the  formidable 
nature  of  their  powers  which  they  exer- 
cised in  the  transactions  of  tKe  year  1790 
over  the  English  Roman  Catholics. 
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Upon  this  point,  if  the  Roman  CatboHc 
prelates  in  England  and  Ireland  hfrve  any 
desire  to  coifciltati^  their  Protestant  M\on 
sUh^tctM,  the  road  li  now  open  to  them ; 
thrl  is  their  day ;  let  them  come  forward 
and  define  the  limits  of  their  obedience, 
and  Jender  the  largest  stibmission  which 
any  other  Roman  Catholic  subjects  hare 
ever  yielded  to  any  Protestant  govern- 
ment. If  they  decline  so  to  do>  their  dis- 
position will  be  no  longter  doubtful.  But 
at  all  events,  whether  they  do  or  not,  it 
behoves  government  to  look  to  its  own 
security  in  this  quarter,  and  new  model 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  Elizabeth, 
amd  apply  it  to  aH  parts  of  the  united 
kingdom,  before  even  any  proposal  can 
be  entertained  for  pntting  the  English  and 
Irish  Romah  Catholics  upon  a  footing  of 
equal  privileges. 

As  to  ftirther  claims  of  civit  power,  I 
confess  I  See  no  prospect  of  making  any 
such  concession  until  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  shall  go  much  farther,  and  bring 
themselves  to  the  temper  of  other  Roman 
Catholic  coihitries  and  times,  where  the 
spiritual  supremacy  of  the  Pope  has  been 
altogether  renounced ;  for  history  shews 
it  to  have  been  no  part  of  the  ancient  Ro« 
man  Catholic  religion ;  and  it  is  vain  and 
idle  to  be  fastidious  in  declining  to  under- 
stand these  matters  with  which  we  have 
practically  to  deal.  Whilst  the  spiritual 
supremacy  of  the  Pope  is  reserved  by  the 
Roman  CathoHc  clei^y  out  of  their  alle« 
giance  to  the  state,  in  the  language  of 
lord  Clarendon,  who  had  deeply  examin- 
ed, and  has  amply  developed  this  sub- 
ject, "  this  reserve  is  elusory  of  the 
whole."  Other  able  writers  have  truly 
described  it  to  be  '*  a  mere  legerdemain/' 
And  until  this  is  renounced,  I  would  an- 
swer the  Roman  Catholic  claims  for 
^ower  in  the  recent  language  of  the 
northern  counties  of  Ireland,  ''  If  yon 
cannot  give  up  what  you  call  your  faith, 
'we  cannot  'give  up  what  we  know  to  be 
onr  constitution/' 

With  respect  to  these  points,  on  which 
I  bavo  taken  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the 
expediency  of  a  larger  admission  to 
honours,  and  a  stricter  regulation  of  alle- 
giance, all  these,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
demand  our  early  and  serious  attention ; 
but  they  stand  clear  of  all  encroachment 
upon  the  civil  and  political  power  of  this 
Protestant  state,  and  therefore  this  com- 
mittee is  not  the  proceeding  otft  of  which 
th^  should  originate. 

The  Petitions  befcrre  us,    the  diistus- 


sions  whidi  have  pi^eced^d  and  attended 
them,  and  the  origin  of  this  committee^ 
are  all  to(y  bottle  in  their  aspect,  and  too 
lofty  in  their  pretensions ;  and  if  alloweil 
to  go  to  their  professed  and  intended 
length,  would  speedily  endanger  the  pub* 
lie  tranquillity ;  and  England  will  no  Ion* 
ger  be  England,  if  all  religions  distinc-* 
tions  in  the  state  are  to  be  laid  prostrarte, 
for  the  vain  and  chioierical  scheme  of  e^ 
tablish'mg  the  rights  of  what  is  called  uni- 
versal religions  liberty,  uncontrolled  by 
maxims  and  considerations  of  civil  expe* 
diency,  and  unchecked  by  the  necessary 
defences  of  our  establishments. 

R>r  these*  reasonsi  readily  as  I  shotrid 
concur  in  any  or  all  of  the  separate'  rhear* 
sures  which  I  have  suggested,  when 
brought  under  onr  separate  consideration^ 
and  iii  another  course,  I  must  give  my  de^ 
cided  negative  to  the  general  sweeping 
and  subversive  principles  of  the  proposi- 
tion now  laid  before  us. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy,  with  the  most  perfect  re- 
spect for  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  could 
not  but  say  that  he  seemed  completely  to- 
have  misunderstood  the  nature  of  the  Re- 
solution, and  it  was  in  order  to  set  hin» 
right  he  was  anxious  to  address  the  House 

The  Resolution  did  not  propose  any 
thing  which  could  at  all  prove  subversive^ 
of  the  establishment,  but,  on  the  contrary ». 
while  it  went  to  relieve  the  Catholics,;, 
coupled  the  measures  resorted  to  for  that 
purpose  with  securities  fOr  the  protectloi^ 
of  the  establishment  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  decfined  going  into  detail,, 
and  indeed  it  was  not  incumbent  on  hi^ 
right  hon.  friend^  in  the  present  stage  of 
the  matter,  to  state  what  those  securities 
would  be.  It  was  sufficient,  if  any  hon* 
gentleman  was  not  satisfied  with  the  seen* 
rities  proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend, 
that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  snperadil 
such  further  securities  as  he  might  think 
necessary ;  and  it  would  be  for  the  Catho- 
lics to  accept  of  what  was  offered  to  them 
under  the  conditions  on  which  the  con- 
cessions were  agreed  to  be  granted,  or  to 
reject  them.  The  House  had  a  right,  if 
they  admitted  them  into  the  constitution, 
to  ask  of  them  to  assent  to  such  securities 
as  they  thought  proper  to  annex  to  their 

frant.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  (the 
peaker)  had  alluded  to  three  p1an4,  all  of 
n^hich,  he  said,  had  been  propoMied  to  th^ 
House,  and  successively  abandoned*  W6 
(Mr.  Ponsonby)  declared  he  did  not  know 
of  any  such  plans.    The  first' dtioribed 
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by  Um  right  hoik  gent  was  one  of  un- 
qualified conceision.  He  was  not  aware 
that  any  pUn,  the  basis  of  which  was  on- 
qoalified  concession  to  the  Catholics,  had 
erer  been  proposed  in  this  House,  and 
if  never  proposed,  he  did  not  see  how 
such  plan  could  ever  have  been  abandoned. 
The  second  plan  talked  of  by  tbe  right 
hon,  gentleman,  was  a  plan  with  securities, 
and  this  he  would  also  have  it  understood 
was  abandoned,  because  bis  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Grattan)  had  not  stated  what 
those  securities  should  be.  These,  how- 
ever, his  right  hon,  friend  was  willing  to 
leave  to  the  House,  and  to  accept  of  the 
concessions  to  the  Catholics  even  under 
more  severe  restrictions  than  he  himself 
might  think  called  for,  should  the  House 
be  of  opinion  that  such  were  necessary ; 
this  he  had  emphatically  stated  that  night, 
and  that  he  would  go  far  to  secure  the 
principle.  How  then,  he  would  be  |^lad 
to  know,  could  it  be  said  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  had  abandoned  a  plan  that  he 
had  never  proposed,  or  that  he  had  not 
proposed  securities  to  accompany  conces- 
sions, merely  because  he  had  not  defined 
them.  The  third  plan  spoken  of,  was  one 
said  to  have  come  from  a  noble  lord  (lord 
Castlereagh)  which  he  should  leave  it  to 
that  noble  lord  to  state,  as  he  did  not  un- 
derstand one  word  codcerning  it;  but  of 
the  plans  of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Grattan),  be  contended  that  one  had  never 
been  proposed^ and  that  the  other  had  never 
been  abandoned  even  in  idea.  Tbe  right 
hon.  gentleman  said  he  would  give  ho- 
nours to  the  Catholics,  hot  he  could  not 
agree  to  concede  to  them  political  power. 
This,  however,  the  legislature  bad  already 
done,  and  it  was  extraordinary  that  it 
should  now  be  thought  incumbent  on  them 
to  stop.  If  it  was  so  dangerous,  why  had 
it  been  ffranted?  and  as  it  bad  been 
granted,  he  did  not  see  exactly  why  the 
House  should  stop  at  that  particular  point 
But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  said  he 
would  willingly  give  them  every  noble 
distinction;  he  would  give  them  the 
whole  of  the  army,  except  the  office  of 
commander  in  chief;  and  be  would  also 
allow  them  to  rise  to  all  the  honours  and 
dignides  that  could  be  attained  at  tbe  bar. 
He  wished  that  those  had  been  known  to 
be  the  sentiments  of  tbe  right  hon.  gentle- 
man  years  ago  ;  if  so,  be  was  certain  the 
University  of  Oxford,  which  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  represented,  w4th  so  much 
honour  to  himself  and  advantaffe  to  the 
naiion^^would  not  have  lent  itself  to  the 


cry  that  the  Church  was  in  Danger,  i 
ly  because  a  bill,  founded  on  opinions,  and 
for  objects  similar  to  those  to  which  tbe 
right  hon.  gentleman  bad  declared  him- 
self friendly,  bad  been  brought  in.  The 
University  of  Oxford,  he  was  certain, 
would  not  have  lent  itself  to  such  a  cry, 
and  that,  too,  to  the  destruction  of  an  ad- 
ministration merely  because  such  a  bill  as 
that  bad  ^  been  introduced,  had  they  lieen 
aware  |hat  such  were  tbe  seatimento.of 
their  highly  esteemed^  and  respected  re« 
presentative.  But,  he  asked,  would  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  give  to  the  Catholics 
all  the  honours  of  tbe  army,  and  all  the 
honours  of  the  bar,  and  yet  expect  that 
they  could  keep  from  them  political  powerr 
Would  not  the  opening  to  them  the  way 
to  tbe  honours  in  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  saw  no  danger^  render  them 
more  impatient  for  the  attainment  of  po- 
litical power,  which  he  was  of  optmon 
ought  on  no  account  to  be  conceded  to 
them.  Grant  them  these  honours,  and 
would  it  be  possible  to  keep  political 
power  from  falling  into  their  bands? 
Having  attained  the  highest  honours  of 
the  bar,  would  they  not  naturally  look  to 
seats  in  that  House  as  affording  the  most 
legitimate  ventfor  their  abilities?  And  if 
shut  out  from  that  House,  must  not  the 
disability  be  found  the  more  galling,  and 
the  esublisbment  be  thus  more"pecoliarly 
endangered  ?  If  power  was  so  very  dan- 
gerous in  their  hands,  he  did  not  know  by 
what  lucky  chance  they  had  obtained  the 
small  portion  they  now  possessed.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  quoted  tbe  authority 
of  lord  Clarendon  to  shew  that  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  power  of  the  Pope  were  the 
same ;  but  ho  wislied  to  know,  who  made 
lord  Clarendon  a  judge  of  this,  more  than 
any  other  Protestant?  Was  it  not  more 
reasonable  to  take  the  opinion  on  this  sab- 
ject  of  persons  professing  the  Catholic 
faith  ?  It  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever 
heard  of  a  Protestant  being  set  up  as  tbe 
perfect  judge  of  the  faith  of  a  Catholic 
What  said  the  parliament  of  this  country 
on  the  su^ect?  Had  it  taken  tbe  opinion 
of  lord  Clarendon  or  of  the  Catholics 
themselves,  as  affording  tbe  best  evidence 
of  the  fact?  They  had  taken  the  latter; 
and  with  this  interpretation  of  the  matter 
the  right  of  suffrage  had  been  conceded  to 
th^  Catholics,  without  any  denial  on  their 
part  of  the  spiritual  supremacy  of  the 
Pope,  and,  notwithstanding  the  ofiinioa 
of  lord  Clarendon  was,  no  doubt,  highly 
estimated  by  the  Um'versity  of  Oxford, 
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andconseqaently  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, yet,  he  hoped,  that  opinion  was  not 
to  decide  the  question^  fiat  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  said,  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics  ought  never  to  be  conceded  to 
them  till  they  were  willing  to  make  con« 
cessions  on  their  part.  He  presumed  the 
first  of  these  would  be  that  the  Pope  had 
0o  spiritual  power  of  supremacy  ?  They 
must  disclaim  this,  or  the  right  hon.  sen* 
tleman  could  never  consent  to  give  them 
any  political  power !  Why,  from  the  mo- 
ment they  did  so,  they  must  cease  to  be 
Catholics.  What  was  this  but  saying  that 
we  would  admit  them  into  the  pale  of  the 
constitution  notwithstanding  their  being 
Roman  Catholics;  but  then,  the  first  thing 
they  must  do,  to  entitle  them  to  this  privi- 
lege, is  to  surrender  the  very  principle 
which  we  build  on  as  the  groond^work  of 
the  ezchision !  therefore  it  was  a  mockery, 

[        an  insuh,  to  ofier  them  concession  on  such 

I  terms — on  condition  only  that  they  should 
abandon  their  religioti. — The  right  hon. 
gentleman  did   not  appear  to  l^  aware 

[  of  the  extent  of  his  proposition,  for  he 
afiected  to  concede  something  which  he 

i  made  it  impossible  (br  them  to  receive* — 
Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves  or  the  Catho- 
lics on  this  subject— let  us  assume  no  men- 

[  tal  disguise^et  us  practise  no  equivoca- 
tion or  mental  reservation,  and  suppose 
that  in  doing  what  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man proposed,  we  made  any  concessions 

,        to  the  Cathnlics— 'for  if  we  so  acted,  all  we 

;  did  amounted  to  this — "  We  will  make 
.  concessions  to  the  Catholic  only  when 

,  they  cea9e  to  be  Catholics.''  This  would, 
in  fact,  be  the  case;  and  if  we  waited  till  the 
Catholics  denied  the  spiritual  supremacy  of 

I  the  Pbpe,  before  we  made  the  concessions 
now  demanded,  we  conceded  to  them  no- 
thing. Butwhat  reason,he  would  ask,could 

,        there  be,  why  the  Catholics  should  give 

,  to  parliament  securities  till  they  offered  to 
them  those  concessions  which  they  were 
willing  to  grant?  The  course  to  be  pur- 

I        sued  by  the  House  was,  to  tell  the  Catho- 

^  lies  plainly  what  it  was  inclined  to  grant, 
and  it  was  for  them  to  acceptor  reject  the 

^  proposition  ;  but  in  case  they  did  not  ac- 
cept of  what  the  Hoose'raight  think  proper 
to  offer,  was  the  House  then  bound  to 
proceed  in  the  measure  ?  If  concessions 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  exceptions  and 
exclusions  marked  out,  should  any  dispo- 
sition to  object  to  the  plan  be  manifested 

^  by  the  Catholics,  would  the  House  be 
bound  to  complete  the  arrangement  P  He 
imagined    not — ^if    the    Bill    had    been 


brought  in  and  read  a  second  time,  would 
they  be  obliged  to  go  through  the  com- 
mittee? Certainly  not.  He  wished  the 
House  to  look  at  the  absurdity  of  retard- 
ing the  measure  in  its  progress,  lest  the 
plan  should  not  ultimately  be  agreeable  to 
the  Catholics.  If  the  concessions  wer^ 
held  out  to  them,  under  certain  condi* 
tions,  then  the  Catholics  would  know  on 
what  footing  they  stood,  and  would  have 
it  in  their  power  to  accept  of  what  was 
tendered  to  them,  or  not,  just  as  they 
thought  proper.  Bat  was  parliament  bound 
to  make  concessions  if  they  would  not 
accept  of  them?  What  bound  down,  or 
fettered  the  House,  if  the  Catholics  would 
not  accede  to  then-  offer?  Suppose  his 
right  hon.  friend  to  obtain  leave  to  bring 
in  his  Bill,  and  that  the  claims  of  the  Ca- 
tholics should  be  granted  under  certain 
conditions  and  restrictions,  if  the  Catholics 
did  not  submit  to  the  conditions,  neither 
could  they  be  entitled  to  the  concessions. 
It  was  not,  continued  the  right  hon.  mem- 
ber, intended  to  propose  unlimited  grants; 
it  was  intended  only  to  obtain  from  par* 
liament  a  gracious  disposition  to  listen  to 
the  complaints  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
Neither  was  it  the  intention  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  to  compel  parliament  to  make 
the  whole  advance,  while  no  advance  was 
to  be  made  by  the  Catholics.  The  pro- 
position of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Grattan)  was  widely  different  from  that 
*which  it  had  been  described  to  be ;  it  was 
a  most  wiscy  just,  and  judicious  resolution, 
to  obtain  a  gracious  declaration  from  the 
House  to  the  Catholics,  that  it  would  take 
their  case  into  its  most  seriou^  considera- 
tion, but  without  pledging  the  House  to 
any  specific  measure.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  not  gone  into  the  whole  matter 
in  detail,  because,  as  he  had  stated,  that 
would  be  better  done  in  the  progress  of 
the  Bill ;  and  because  he  did  not  wish  to 
appear  as  if  be  were  dictating  to  parlia- 
ment. He  was  as  little  inclined  to  canvass 
the  question  minutely,  as  any  one ;  but  it 
was  impossible  to  sit  down  under  such 
great  authority  as  ha^l  that  night  declared 
that  it  was  safe  to  grant  high  honours  to 
the  Catholics,  but  dangerous  to  admit  them 
to  the  enjoyment  of  power.  If  honours 
were  granted,  power  must  follow;  the 
more  there  was  granted  to  them,  the  more 
they  would  desire,  and  the  more  they 
woiild  be  enabled  to  gain  what  they  de- 
sired* To  suppose  the  reverse  was  a  dan- 
gerous fallacy.  He  would  not  say  more 
at  present,  but  he  coukl  not  hear  the  pre- 
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potal  of  his  right  bon.  /rieod  micrepre* 
aentedj  without  rising  to  say  a  few,  words 
lo  explain  the  nature  of  the  propositioiL 

Sir  J,  C.  Hippidtjf  rose  and  said  : 

I  think  that  the  Committee  will  be  of 
opinion  that  it  is  my  duty  to  avail  myself 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  obey  the  call 
«vhich  has  b^en  pointediy  made  upon 
me  by  so  distingaisbed  a  member,  (the 
Speaker*).  I  must*  however,  avow,  that 
J  do  not  participate  in  his  apprehensions 
of  danger  brom  the  influence  of  a  foreign 
avyire^iacy*  merely  in  8|urituals.  On 
every  occasion  when  the  question  of  the 
Catholic  4:laims  has  been  agitated  in  this 
House,  1  have  uniformly  maintained  this 
conviction  :-^ontendiog  at  the  same  time 
lor  thoae  substantial  r^ulationt  and  re- 
atriaions  which  the  wise  policy  of  our  an- 
cestors, from  the  earliest  period  of  our 
history,  and,  indeed,  which  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  every  other  state  of  Europe,  of 
whatever  religious  communion,  have  most 
•edulously  prescribed. 

Agreeing,  as  I  do,  with  the  right  bon. 
mover  of  the  Resolution  upon  many 
points,  in  looking  to  the  same  end  which 
the  motion  now  beibre  the  Committee 
holds  out  to  us,  1  do  not  agree  with  him  as 
to  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  attuned  ; 
and  I  shall  think  it  rov  duty,  in  the  course 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  Committee,  to 
propose  that  measure,  which  I  have  ever 
considered  to  be  the  only  practicable 
measure,  calculated  to  produce  a  satisfac- 
tory result,  I  mean,  Sir,  that  having  gone 
into  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  as 
m  preliminary  step,  necessarily  enjoined 
by  the  standing  orders  the  chairn^n 
ahould  be  instructed  to  move  the  House 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  the  usual  powers,  which  alone 
Appears  to  me  to  be  adequate  to  such  an 
investigation  as  may  form  a  subatantial 
l>asis  of  ulterior  legislation. 

On  what  data^  let  me  ask,  are  we  now 
to  proceed  to  legislation  ? — Has  a  single 
paper  been  laid  upon  the  table  that  con- 
veys any  information  on  the  subject  ?— 
We  have  heard  most  eloquent  and  argu- 
roentative  speeches  from  my  right  ban. 
£rieiid,  the  mover  of  the  Resolution,  and 
from  other  gentlemen,  who  have  re- 
peatedly supported  the  same  principle : 
We  have  heard  also  their  speeches  op- 


*  The  Speaker  referred  to  sir  J.  H.  on 
the  subject  of  the  oaths  prescribed  to  be 
taken  by  the  &.  C.  Toleration  Acts. 


posed  by  others  of  great  force.  Aright 
Don,  and  learned  gent,  (the  meoiberkr 
Armagh)  who  in  the  course  of  this  dii- 
cussion,  on  former  occasions,  basprodQco) 
documents  which*  unexplained,  wooM, 
prmd/ade,  arreat  our  progreu  at  the  verf 
threshold^  will  probably  resume  ibesame 
course  in  this  conunittee«  It  it  necemrj 
to  repel  such  documents  in  a  maDseroot 
merely  to  satisfy  the  committee,  bat  tb 
the  impression  should  also  go  forth  to  ihe 
country,  that  the  disqualify iaz  accusa- 
tions, which  have  been  so  iudustiiooilf 
prosecuted  against  our  felbwsubjeaiot 
the  Catholic  communion,  in  every  padtf 
the  kingdom,  and  which  every  oiemberof 
this  House  receives  gratuitously,  /r«n 
hour  to  hour,  should  aUo  be  sau^iadofiiy 
repelled^  before  we  can  proceed  to  any  act 
of  legislation  compatible  with  my  fieff«f 
the  motion  now  proposed  to  the  House. 

If  I  am  asked  what  should  be  the  coone 
of  proceeding  in  such  a  committee,  as  I 
could  wish  to  see  adopted,  I  woold  say  it 
should  be  til  is :  the  cootmittee  sbould  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  cxistiog 
laws,  bearing  upon  bis  Mjuesty'i  Booaa 
Catholic  subjeots  of  the  United  KiB§- 
dom  I  is  it,  let  me  ask,  within  tbe  or* 
dinary  scone  of  the  enquiries  of  geaUeneo 
sitting  in  tnis  House  to  wade  throa^  tbe  al- 
most bottomless  gulpb  nf  our  statute  bode;, 
to  enable  them  to  diacuss  this  qoeslioast- 
tiafactorily  to  themselves  and  adraitta^ 
ousiy  to  the  public  ?  He  wbo  auempu 
the  labour  iKould  find  dilEcuUtes,  mid 
surpassing  bis  patiejsce.  It  is  tne 
that  a  compUation  has  been  drain 
up  entitled  "  A  Sutement  af  tbe  PeoaJ 
Laws  BSkciiQg  his  M^jestj's  Boonn 
Catholic  subjects  in  Ireland,  and  a  si- 
milar compilation  has  been  also  gi*eo  to 
the  public  by  another  professional  ^eotk- 
nun,  stating  those  laws  which  mors  laoe- 
diately  aOect  the  Catholics  of  Eoglu^: 
but  will  tbe  parlianaent  of  Great  Bnt*ia 
place  an  implicit  confidence  in  either.' 
Confidence,  1  m^ean,  to  the  extent  of  ab- 
solutely governing  its  legislative  enact- 
ments upon  th?  basis  of  those  statements. 

With  respect  to  the  "  Sutcmcnt  of  tl« 
Penal  Laws  afiepting  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land/' we  hawe  read  that  it  has  been  saoc- 
tioned  by  a  great  aggregate  assembij; 
tbe  book»  in  two  paru,  has  gone  ibrth  Ib^ 
the  world,  passed  through  mao^'  editJooS' 
and  is  probably  in  the  bands  of  many  <>^ 
the  members  of  this  House.  I  most  say 
thai  I  lament  that  tbe  text  of  tbe  I«^ 
ahould  have  been  so  much  overwbelD^ 
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with  the  commeiitary ;  in  my  jodgment 
it  would  have  been  sufficient,  merely  to 
have  pointed  oat  the  laws  pressing  apon 
the  Roman  Catholics^  especially  avoiding 
all  the  acrimony  of  commentary  which 
ffpreads  through  and  overwhelms  the  State* 
ment.  If  I  am  to  regulate  my  opinion  of  the 
accuracy  of  the.  text  by  the  correctness  of 
the  commentary,  I  most  withhold  tay  con- 
fidence. I  recollect,  in  one  part  of  tl^at 
Work,  the  compiler  recites  a  conference 
with  a  noble  lord,  who  he  tells  us  had  a 
conversation  with  the  present  Pope:  in 
that  interview  the  Pope  is  represented  as 
complaining  of  the  treatment  he  received 
firom  this  country,  contrasted  with  other 
ftales —  "  Every  other  state,''  exclaimed 
his  holiness,  *<  sends  to  me  their  ambas« 
aadors — their  envoys  or  their  ministers-* 
your  country  alone  refuses  me  that  cour- 
tesy." Whatever  might  have  passed  be- 
tween Pius?,  and  the  noble  lord  alluded  to, 
I  must  be  permitted  to  entertain  my 
doubts  of  the  accuracy  of  the  representa- 
tion ;  for  i  contend  that  it  is  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  See  of  Rome  that  no  am- 
bassador, envoy,  or  minister  shall  be  re- 
ceived, who  does  not  come  accredited  by 
a  Roman  Catholic  state.  I  know  that 
Russia,  Prussia,  and  Sweden  has  agents 
at  Rome  both  for  commercial  purposes,  and 
for  communications  with  the  Datary,^but 
they  are  not  accredited  representatives  of 
their  sovereigns.  This  assertion  I  make 
not  merely  from  the  general  notoriety  of 
the  fact,  but  on  the  authority  of  the  in* 
itructions  drawn  up  by  order  of  Pius  6, 
for  the  conduct  of  a  prelate,  sent  into  this 
country  in  1793  — -  the '  late  cardinal 
Erskine.  In  those  instructions  was  an  ar- 
ticle expressly  stating  that  it  was  the 
ixed  policy  of  the  court  of  Rome  to  allow 
>f  no  diplomatic  representation  from  any 
^fon-Calholic  prince.  A  copy  of  these 
hstructions  were  transmitted  to  me  by 
he  cardinal's  secretary  of  state,  by  order 
>f  the  sovereign  pontiff  himself,  but  I 
low  refer  to  them  merely  to  shew  the  fa- 
:ility  with  which  the  compiler  of  the 
Uatement  gives  currency  to  error. — I  will 
lot  detain  the  committee  by  pointing  out 
>ther  errors,  though  I  might  state  one,  in- 
leed,  not  very  courteously,  indeed  I  might 
ay  very  coarsely,  directed  against  my- 
elf.  But  this  Statement,  however  accu- 
ate  in  other  respects,  I  contend  is  not  an 
utbority  to  supersede  the  investigation  of 
.  committee,  which  alone  is  competent  to 
xamtne  and  report  the  state  of  those  laws, 
irbich  must  be  clearly  in  our  view^  before 
(VOI-XX1V-) 


we  can  adequately  legislate  on  this  tm^ 
portant  question. 

Another  part  of  the  nseiul  labours  of 
such  a  committee  would  be  to  ascertain 
and  authenticate  the  answers  to  the  ques* 
tions  submitted,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  six  of  the  Catholic  universities. — ^Th« 
right  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Ar« 
oAagh,  has,  more  than  once,  asserted  thai 
those  answers  rest  merely  on  the  autho* 
rity  of  a  private  individual — the  late  Dr« 
Hussey,— this  is  not  the  fact— two  pre* 
lates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  commu« 
nion  are  now  in  the  kingdom,  whose 
attestations  under  their  own  hands  are 
in  my  possession,  and  which,  together 
with  the  attestations  of  the  surviving 
members  of  the  committee  in  commu* 
nicatioii  with  Mr.  Pitt^  I  bad  the  ho» 
nour  to  lay  upon  the  table  of  this  Hpuse> 
though  not  authoritatively,  in  the  course 
of  a  former  debate  ;  a  course  which  wal 
afterwards  taken  by  an  illustrious  person* 
age,  in  another  place.  I  consider  it  there* 
fore  as  a  matter  of  no  light  interest  te 
have  these  answers  authenticated,  at 
scarcely  any  document  of  more  import* 
ance  can  be  produced  in  favour  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  civil  principles  of  Roman 
Catholics  as  subjects  of  a  state^  not  in  com- 
munion with  Rome. — I  mean  and  contend 
that  the  integrity  of  their  allegiance  is  in 
perfect  consonance  with  the  doctrine  and 
discipline  of  their  church,  though  it  may 
have  oflen  been  at  variance  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  court  of  Rome* 

Again,  the  resolutions  of  the  four  metro* 
politan  and  six  senior  Roman  Catholic  bi- 
shops of  Ireland,  transmitted  to  the  noble 
viscount  on  the  treasury  bench  in  1799,  is 
a  document  which  ought  to  be  officially 
substantiated.  How  often  have  we  heard 
that  arrangement  misrepresented,  boili 
within  and  without  the  doors  of  parlia- 
ment. The  decryers  of  the  measure  con- 
tend that  the  resolutions  were  voted  in  what 
they  call  the  reign  of  terror,  though  the 
contrary  can  be  proved  to  be  the  fact.  I 
regret  I  feel  myself  so  often  constrained 
to  go  over  the  same  beaten  track— but  it 
Js  but  too  necessary. — Resolutions  pro- 
ceeding from  such  authority  and  recognis- 
ing the  principle  of  the  fitnestf  and  justice 
of  tbe  interference  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment, in  ascertaining  the  loyalty  of 
any  individual  proposed  to  fill  a  vacant 
Roman  Catholic  see,  ought  to  be  fully  as- 
certained upon  the  records  of  such  a  com* 
mittee.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I  think  the  end  proposed  by  those 
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prelates  might  have  been  oblained  by 
means  more  consonant  to  the  feelings  and  ^ 
credit  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  than 
by  those  proposed.— The  prelates  propos- 
ed to  go  the  length  of  a  canonical  election 
before  they  intimated  to  government  the 
name  of  the  individual  who  was  in  their 
contemplation,  and  if  that  individual  was  af» 
lerwards  objected  to— he  was  thrown  back 
upon  the  second  order  of  clergy,  and  the 
prelates  proceeded  to  a  new  election.  The 
obvious  inconvenience  and  painful  result t^) 
|he  individual  rejected,  might  be  readily 
obf  iated  by  submitting  to  government,  in 
the  first  instance,  a  list  of  aH  those  perspns 
whom  they  considered  eligible,  and  pro- 
ceeding to  election  from  the  reduced  list, 
should  it  happen  to  be  reduced,  which  I 
•hould  conceive  would  very  rarely  or  ever 
be  the  case  in  future.  By  adopting  such 
an  arrangement  there  would  have  been  no 
necessity,  even  upon  their  own  principles, 
|o  have  consulted  the  see  of  Rome  before 
they  applied  for  the  faculties  of  instita- 
lion. — A  sketch  of  regulations  which  I 
^rew  up  on  this  principle  I  have  hereto- 
fore observed  was  severely  animadverted 
upon  by  Mr.C.Keogh,  in  a  pamphlet  which 
suggested,  what  he  considered  a  more  ad- 
visable mode,  which  was  that  of  a  Veto 
ppon  the  election  of  the  bishops,  exercis- 
ed by  all  the  Catholic  population,  "  simul- 
<'  taneously  polled  in  all  the  parishes.''-— 
Such  was  the  Veto  of  Mr.  Keogh. 

My  riffht  hon.  friend  the  member  for  U- 
rerpool  nas  adverted,  and  much  to  my  sa- 
tisfaction, to  the  necessity  of  adopting  a 
regulation  of  which  I  have  nniformly  been 
the  strenuous  advocate,  namely,  acon- 
Iroul  upon  the  intromission  of  pontifical 
bulls  and  rescnpts.  I  have  ever  consi- 
l^ered  a  regulation  of  this  description  as 
offering  a  much  greater  security  in  itself 
^an  an  original  controul  over  ecclesiasti- 
cal nominations,  and  highly  necessary  to 
tqcomnany  it*— In  looking  to  the  adop- 
tion or  such  a  regulation  I  have  the  autho- 
rity of  eieery  Catholic  state  in  Europe,  as 
vrell  as  those  of  the  reformed  churches. 

In  the  last  recess  of  parliament  I  repre- 
aented  to  the  noble  viscount  on  the  Treasury- 
bench,  witb^wbom,  as  I  have  before  stated 
4n  this  House,  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
in  correspondence  on  this  subject  anterior 
to  the  Union,  that  I  was  anxious  to  receive 
further  information  through  the  medium  of 
Ills  Majesty's  ministers,  accredited  to  such 
couru  with  whom  we  retained  any  foreign 
relations.  His  lordshipobligingly  acceded 
t#  m^  re«|uest,  and  all  the  answers  I  have 


received  to  the  questions  transmitted  to  tbem 
have  completely  verified  the  information  I 
before  obtained,  and  added  many  highly 
interesting  facts.  The  right  to  the  crowa 
both  as  to  nominations  to  the  episcopacy, 
and  a  controul  over  all  papal  rescripts,  is 
still  scrupulously  adhered  to  in  the  king* 
dom  of  Sicily :  a  royal  dispatch  of  the 
22d  Feb.  1779,  extended  the  power  so  far 
as  to  prevent  any  of  the  king's  subjects 
applying  to  the  see  of  Rome  for  briefs  of 
dispensation  in  the  first  instance,  witfaKHit 
the  consent  of  the  king,  and  also  ex* 
tended  to  all  monastical  orders  in  points  of 
government.  The  courtof the  Monarchia, 
m  Sicily,  which  has  supreme  jonsdictioa 
in  ecclesiastical  matters,  is  regulated  by  a 
judge  of  his  majesty's  nomination.  It 
would  here  be  too  tedious  to  enter  into  tho 
details  of  those  regulations,  which  secnrt 
the  crown  and  the  subject  against  any 
encroachments  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction 
even  in  spirituals.  Similar  regulations  ob« 
tain  at  the  present  hour  in  Portugal — tho 
same  in  Spain.  The  Galilean  church  wa 
know  was  protected  by  a  corresponding 
institution,  and  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1 44*2,  the  Supreme  Council  of  Provence 
enacted  "  that  no  rescript  from  the  See  of 
Rome  should  be  permitted  to  be  execnted 
within  the  state,  till  it  had  receivcnl  tha 
fiat  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  govern* 
ment." — In  a  word  the  universality  of  the 
Regmm  Exequaior  or  Plqciium,  or  snprema 
controul  of  the  sovereign  opon  the  admis* 
sion  of  all  i>apal  rescripts,  is  in  every  state 
of  the  continent  established  beyond  con- 
troversy :  the  Roman  Catholic  and  the  re* 
formed  churches^  seem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  the  adoption  of  securities  of  this 
description ;  demonstrating  the  necessity, 
by  the  universality  of  their  concurrence. 
I  have  often  had  occasion  to  notice  the 
only  provision  we  have  upon  our  statute 
books  which. points  directly  against  the  in* 
tromissionof  such  rescripts  from  the  papal 
see,  namely,  the  statute  13  Elizabeth,  ch. 
2,  In  the  spirit  of  the  sanguinary  timet 
when  it  was  enacted,  it  denounces  the  po« 
nalties  of  high  treason  against  the  intro* 
duction  of  every  papal  bull,  brief  or  ro* 
script  from  the  see  of  Rome,  however  in* 
nocent  its  object.  This  Act  was  left  nn* 
repealed  on  our  statute-books  when  tha 
statutes  of  toleration  in  favor  of  Roman 
Catholics  passed  the  legislation  in  the 
years  1791  and  1793.  As  the  Act,  from  ita 
sanguinary  hue,  has  never  been  enforced, 
an  unchecked  communication  with  tha 
see    of   Roma    results    from    it,    opea 
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to  great  abuse,  and  in  some  circnmstances, 
ms  at  the  present  hour,  might  be  attended 
yffiik  mischievoas  consequences. 

I  am  far  from  imputing  to  the  Catholics 
of  the  United  Kingdom  any  recent  abuse  of 
their  communications  with  the  see  of 
Some,  but  I  can  see  no  reason  why  our 
municipal  regulations  should  be  guided 
by  a  less  cautious  policy  in  this  respect, 
than  the  regulations  of  those  states  wherein 
the  sovereign  himself  is  in  communion 
with  the  see  of  Rome.  Without  any  great 
stretch  of  imagination  we  can  conceiye  it 
possible  that  abuses  may  exist,  as  they 
nave  existed^  and  those  who  are  not  dis- 
posed to  take  a  wider  range  of  inquiry  may 
satisfy  themselves  by  the  perusal  of  my  lord 
chief  justice  Coke's  5th  Report,  in  Cau- 
dry's  Case,  where  the  wh^  law  of  the 
iancient  jurisdiction  of  the  crown  is  laid 
down  with  great  perspicuity. 

It  is  not  possible  to  speak  upon  this  sub- 
ject without  retracing  the  beaten  ground 
of  the  "  Veto,''  and  again  I  must  say  that 
for  many  weeks  after  that  measure  had 
been  introduced  in  this  House  by  my  right 
ben.  friend  the  member  for  Dublin,  the 
principal  prelates  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  still  adhered  to  the  propriety  of  its 
mdoption,  and  even  after  a  host  of  popular 
writers  had  raised  a  cry  throughout  the 
country  in  opposition  to  it,  and  in  a 
manner  intimidated  the  prelates  into  a 
Tote  declaring  it  "  inexpedient;"  that  in- 
expediency was  avowed  by  the  primate 
and  Dr. Troy,  to  result  only  from  "  existing 
circumstances."— In  the  various  synodical 
acts  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  prelacy, 
as  I  have  often  observed,  they  have  never 
controverted  the  principle,  though  they 
bave  pointedly  condemned  another  mea- 
sure, that  of  domestic  noinination  in 
chapters,  a  practice  countenanced  nearly 
through  all  the  German  states,  and  which 
is  certainly  more  congenial  to  the  ancient 
discipline  of  the  church.  Where  the  no- 
mination is  exercised  by  the  sovereign, 
reserving  the  institution,  and  in  particular 
instances  the  collation,  to  the  Pope,  we  may 
take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  an  arrange- 
ment made  at  the  expence  of  the  second 
order  of  clergy,  but  herein  I  have  never 

{»resumed  to  suggest  an  alteration.  I  have 
ooked  principally,  if  not  wholly  to  the 
security  of  the  state,  as  far  as  assuring  our- 
selves of  the  loyalty  of  the  persons  select- 
ed to  possess  so  great  an  influence  upon 
the  people  committed  to  their  charge, 
without  interfering  in  the  details  of  elec- 
lioQi.    ▲  fact  bat  been  mora  than  once . 


stated,  and  if  not  explained  I  am  given 
to  understand  it  may  be  subject  to  in« 
jurious   misconception :    I  had   formerly 
observed  that   Dr.   Beflew,  the    present 
,  bishop  of  Killala,  unfortunately  had  a  bro- 
ther deeply  engaged  in  the  Rebellion  of 
1798.     I  mentioned  it  to  shew  the  advan* 
tage  which  might  have  been  derived  from 
an  intercourse  with  government,  that  the 
electors  might  thereby  become  apprized 
offsets  which  might  involve  the  disquali* 
fication  of  an  individual,  in  other  respects 
unexceptionable.     No  one   can    impute 
disloyalty  to  Dr.  Bellew,  but  if  the  Roman 
Catholic  see  of  Killala  had  been  vacant  at 
the  moment  his  brother  was  approaching 
the  town,  in  1798,  at  the  head  of  an  hos* 
tile  force,  such  an  intimation  assuredly 
would  have  prevented  an  election  in   his 
favour.     I  have  long  known  Dr.  Bellew, 
and  my  favourable  prepossessions  remain 
unimpaired   by  the  lapse  of  time.     Dr. 
Hussey's  nomination  to  the  see  of  Water- 
ford  is  an  instance  also  in  reference  to 
which,  I  noticed  that  if  the  transactions  of 
that  prelate   at  the  court  of  Madrid   in 
1786  had  been  known  to  the  electors.  Dr. 
Hussey  could  not  have  been  placed  in  the 
station  he  afterwards  filled.  [Here  sir  John 
Hippisley  went  into  a  detail  of  the  nature 
of  those  transactions,  with  a  view  to  illus- 
trate the  principle  of  the  utility  of  a  com- 
munication between  the  electors  and  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  respecting  the  nomi- 
nation to  Catholic  prelacies.]     But  I  must 
not  overlook  a  part  of  this  subject  wherein 
it  is  necessary  to  answer  the  pointed  call 
I    am    honoured  with  by  the    Speaker, 
now  sitting  in  our  committee*    And  here 
I  would  ask  my  right  hon.  friend,  does  he 
seriously  think  that  the  oaths 'as  they  now 
stand  of  the  Hth,  of  the  Slst,  and  S3d  of 
his  present  Majesty,  are  clearly  under- 
stood by  those  who  administer  or  by  those 
who  take  them  ?  Are  they  of  such  simple 
comprehension  as  to  be  considered  fit  for 
adoption  in  any  bill  he  may  bring  forward 
on  this  subject  ?  I  fear  they  will  not  be  so 
considered  by  the  House.     The  history  of 
the  oath' of  1793  I  have  before  adverted 
to :  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  made  a  de- 
claration of  their  principles.    An  oath  was 
S reposed  in  1793  by  the  earl  of  Buckiiig- 
amshire,  then  secretary  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  learned   gentleman    (Dr. 
Duigenan)  then  in  the  Hduse  of  Commons, 
exclaimed,  ^'  the  Catholics  have  made  a 
solemn  declaration  of  their  principles,  let 
the  oath  be  drawn  up  in  the  words  of  their 
declaratiom"    It  was  so  drawn  up  by  him* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1293]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 


Commiaee  on  ik  SiaU  qfike  tmoi 


[i»i 


«elf>  and  in  his  ctodoar  he  then  observed, 
«« lei  them  swear  to  it,  they  are  honest 
men,  and  I  will  believe  their  declaration/' 
In.  a  review  of  these  oaths  1  would  aslc« 
whether  when  the  Catholic  priest  swears 
to  the  disclosure  of  all  traitorous  conspi- 
racies, it  is  not  generally  understood  that 
if  treason  be  disclosed  to  him,  even  in 
Gonfessidn,  he  is  bound  by  his  oath  to 
reveal  it  ?  I  answer  for  the  Uatholic  priest, 
that  in  his  own  honest  conception  of  his 
duties  he  is  not  so  bound — and  moreover 
he  is  fortified  by  the  established  canonical 
discipline  of  the  Charch  of  England, 
which  authorises  the  minister  of  the  esta- 
blishment, nay,  commands  him,  to  con- 
ceal **  all  such  crimes  as  are  committed 
to  his  secrecy,  in  confession,  under  pain 
<»f  ecclesiastical  censures/'  It  was  upon 
this  point,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  that 
the  bon.  member  for  Yorkshire  (Mr.  WiU 
berforce)  so  much  misunderstood  me,  that, 
when  I  adverted  to  this  ]13th  constitution 
or  canon  of  1 60S,  he  exclaimed  "  You  are 
quoting  a  Popish  canon/'-^I  will  here  con« 
tent  myself  to  repeat  that  those  canons 
of  1603,  constitute  the  great  code  of  re* 
gulation  of  our  church  establishment,  and 
the  principle,  as  I  have  before  often  no* 
ticed,  has  been  recognised  by  the  highest 
authorities  of  our  courtf  of  law.  I  nave 
heretofore  observed  also  that  our  municipal 
law  in  this  respect  is  at  issue  with  our  ec- 
clesiastical law.  By  the  latter  the  minis- 
ter is  commanded  to  conceal  all  crimes 
committed  to  bis  secrecy  in  confession,  of 
however  deep  a  dye, "  provided  they  be  not 
such  as  the  concealment  might  endanger 
his  own  life/'  Now  as  the  concealment  of 
high  treason  subjects  only  the  offender  to 
the  penalties,  attached  to  premunire,  name- 
ly, imprisonment,  at  the  king's  pleasure, 
and  forfeiture  of  goods,  it  follows  that  there 
is  no  crime  existing  upon  our  statute  books 
the  bare  concealment  of  which  constitulies 
m  capital  uffence.  The  minister  therefore 
of  the  Church  of  England  is,  by  the  eccle- 
siastical constitutions,  bound  to  conceal 
What  the  municipal  law  commands  him  to 
reveal;  but  this  subject  I  have  so  often 
before  pressed  that  it  is  unnecessary  now  to 
dwell  upon  it ;  I  will  only  observe  that  a 
new  provision  ought  necessarily  to  be 
framed,  explicitly  sanctioning  the  con- 
scientious scruple  of  the  Catholic  priest, 
and  protecting  him  against  misconstruction. 
It  bticame  a  question  ^with  Henry  4th  of 
France,  whether  the  seal  of  confession 
should  not  be  broken,  but  the  king, 
upon  matore  deliberation,  abandoned  tki< 


purpose — it  was  wisely  observed  that  by 
withdrawing  the  obligation  of  secrecy,  a 
solitary  instance  might  occur  of  some  pub* 
lie  utility,  but  the  seal  of  confession  beinf; 
no  longer  to  be  considered  as  a  protectkMi 
to  the  penitent,  crimes  would  be  no  Iod|^ 
avowed,  and  every  advantage  resnltuig 
from  the  institution  would  be  lost  to  ao» 
ciety.  1  have  examined  the  applicaiioa 
of  this  tenet  of  Catholic  discipline  with  oa 
light  aUention,  not  even  passing  over  the 
cells  of  our  pubKc  prisons  for  examples  of 
useful  application,  and  I  can  uke  upoa 
myself  to  affirm  that,  under  the  wlK>le* 
some  influence  of  a  most  worthy  pfiea^ 
whose  name  I  consider  it  as  a  sort  of  doty 
to  mention  (Mr.  Devereux*  who  aUenda  ths 
gaol  of  Newgate)  the  detection  of  the 
most  notorious  offenders  and  thereatitsuioii 
of  property  to  a  great  amount^  have  at 
various  times  been  made  to  great  public 
as  well  as  private  advantage* 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  oath  of  1703? 
the  oath  which,  as  I  have  stated,  vras  drawn 
up  l;>y  a  right  bon.  and  learned  gentlemaii, 
from  the  declaration  made  by  the  Catho- 
lics anterior  to  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
in  parliament.  The  Catholic  by  this  oath 
swears  that  he  will  not- exercise  any  pri- 
vilege to  which  he  is  or  may  become  en* 
titled,  "  to  disturb  and  weaken  the  Pro- 
testant religion  and  Protestant  government 
in  this  kingdom.''  The  construction  of 
the  Catholic  upon  this  clause  is  **  thai 
it  is  necessary  to  disturb  and  weakei^ 
not  only  the  Protestant  religion,  but  like- 
wise the  Protestant  governmentt  in  order 
to  violate  this  clause,  and  that  if  it 
had  been  put  disjunctively  as  it  was  pro- 
posed to  be,  it  would  have  been  inad- 
missible by  the  Catholics.*'  I  think  1  need 
not  say  that  this  is  a  sort  of  special  plead- 
ing upon  the  constrtiction  of  an  oath  which 
ought  to  have  been  avoided,  and  an  oath 
of  so  complicated  a  description  ought 
never  to  have  been  imposed.  I  feel  my- 
self called  upon  to  give  the  House  all  the 
information  in  my  power  on  this  point. 
The  Catholic  defends  himself  by  telling 
vou  that  if  he  is  not  to  weaken  the  esta» 
blishment  ia  any  way,  you  must  preclude 
him  from  preaching  and  teaching.  Each 
sect  of  Christians  may  fairly  jbe  alk>wed 
to  exercise  their  polemical  weapons  while 
they  keep  within  the  pale  of  good  citixeo- 
ship,  but  I  contend  that  an  oath  should  ha 
so  simple  and  explicit  as  not  to  be  open 
to  these  subtle  distinctions,— nor  could  t 
overlook  these  distinctions  even  if  I  ha4 
00^ beeo jcaile4 upoiv  u  |bey  bf^^^kt^ 
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or^ed  by  tbe  Cmlholict  tbeiiMelTes,  and 
ipriuted  in  a  note  rabjoined  to  the  oatb. 
[Here  sir  J.  H.  read  the  note.] 

The  goTemment  of  the  Dutch  United 
ProTinces  were  wise  in  adopting  securi- 
ties  of  a  different  description*  They  re- 
ceiTed  a  disavowal  of  obnoxious  principles 
under  the  <«  priestly  word''  of  an  eccle- 
Btastic^  and  confided  rather  to  practical 
collateral  securities  than  to  the  mere  test  of 
an  oath.  1  am  yerj  fiur  from  underralue- 
ing  the  sanctity  of  an  oath»  but  security 
must  be  sought  against  those  whom  oaths 
will  not  bind — such  were  the  securities 
which  the  states  of  Holland  had  wisely  in- 
terposed, and  such  were  the  securities 
which  every  state  in  Europe  have  in  their 
wisdom  and  policy  at  some  time  or  aaotbe!^ 
enacted. 

I  am  extremely  nnwillinff  to  detain  the 
House  to  this  length,  but  1  cannot  avoid 
adverting  to  that  sort  of  investigation, 
which  I  conceive  should  be  adopted  in  a 
committee,  for  though  I  have  often  urged 
the  course  that  1  think  ou^ht  to  be  pur- 
aued,  yet  I  am  now  speaking  within  the 
liearing  of  many  to  whom  the  subject  is 
comparatively  new.  As  an  elucidation 
cf  the  propriety  of  calling  for  evidence,  I 
think  jt  right  to  state,  that  the  prelates  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  within  this 
jeealm  had,  till  a  recent  period,  been  in- 
^variably  named  by  the  representative  of 
the  House  of  Stuart.  An  original  register 
of  their  nominaUons  might  be  laid  before 
the  House,  upon  an  address  to  the  Prince 
Kegent.  [Sir  John  Hippisley  then  went 
into  details  of  the  nature  of  the  evidence, 
which  he  would  wish  to  record  in  a  select 
committee,  conformably  to  the  practice 
of  other  governments,  in  reference  to  the 
app<iintnient  of  bishops  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic communion — He  spoke  in  terms  of 
nouch  praise  of  bishop  Poynter,  the  apos- 
tolic vicar  of  the  London  district,  but  con* 
tended  that  it  was  not  the  description  of 
prelacy  that  be  could  wish  to  retain  in  this 
country,  as  it  was  little  suited  to  the 
apirit  of  our  government,  an  apostolic 
vicar  being  in  fact  but  a  mere  delegate  ol' 
the  see  of  Rome,  and  revocable  at  her 
pleasure].  Thus  far  have  I  adverted  (con- 
tinued sir  J.  H.)  to  various  heads  of 
investigation  for  a  select  committee,  and 
now  let  us  look  also  to  the  proposed 
course  of  mjr  ri^ht  hon.  friend.  After  we 
bare  voted  in  lavor  of  his  proposition,  he 
brings  in  his  Bill,  what  may  not  the  House 
then  say,  and  what  may  not  an  hon.  mem- 
^•ir  mut  nm,  (the  laeoilMr  for  Badierd), 


then  say  ?--will  he  not  then,  exclaias 
as  he  did  a  few  nights  since  upon  ano« 
ther  grave  subject:  ''Will  the  people 
of  England  be  contented  with  mere  state* 
menu,  will  they  not  call  for  documents  }*' 

tThe  hon.  baronet  then  recurred  to  the 
Iharge  of  the  bishop  of  Lincoln,  (respect- 
ing the  discipline  of  the  council  of  Trent)^ 
the  bishop  having  fallen  into  the  same 
error  as  Mr.  Perceval  did,  in  quoting  a 
passage  from  Professor  De  la  Hogue's  Tree* 
tise,  Without  adverting  to  an  amtcedent 
section  of  the  same  tract,  which  refuted 
of  the  inference  drawn  from  the  cited 
passage.]  In  a  committee  you  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  investigating  all  aacfa 
points.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  Commit- 
tee  should  be  empowered  to  report  opi* 
nions,  but  that  it  should  be  merely  the  m^ 
strument  of  the  House,  in  putting '  upon 
record  the  requisite  evidence.  1  have  ao 
objection  to  an  open  committee,  provided 
it  be  not  a  committee  of  the  whole  House. 
The  report  of  such  a  committee  going 
forth  to  the  people  of  England,  1  conceive 
to  be  a  measure  which  the  House  could 
scarcely  dispense  with,  when  they  looked 
around  them  and  witnessed  the  gross  mia* 
conception  obtaining  on  every  side  with 
respect  to  the  question  before  the  House. 
Adverting  to  the  tests  necessary  to  be 
taken  by  Catholics,  I  own  1  feel  a  flfveat 
disposition  to  adopt  the  example  of  the 
states  of  Holland,  before  adverted  to, 
where  the  Catholic  population  is  nearly  at 
a  par  with  that  of  the  Protestants ;  and 
not  merely  in  this  respect  would  1  wish  to 
imitate  the  example  of  that  once  sagacioui 
government,  their  ecclesiastical  regula* 
tions,  for  the  exterior  government  of  the 
diff*erent  sects  of  religion,  which  were  not 
dominant,  being  most  wisely  framed,  and 
acted  upon  with  a  salutary  policy.  In  * 
select  committee,  1  am  persuaded  such 
facts  Would  come  out  in  evidence,  aa 
would  naturally  point  to  the  remedies  ne- 
cessary to  be  applied,  where  danger  was  (o 
be  apprehended  from  foreign  encroach* 
ment— indeed  it  required  no  stretch  of 
genius  to  suggest  those  remedies— 4hey^ 
were  practical  remedies,  resorted  to,  under 
Karious  modifications,  in  every  other  state* 
In  reference  to  the  Roman  Catholic  pre^ 
lates,  speaking  of  them  as  a  body,  I  am 
persuaded  the  King  has  not  a  more  loyal 
description  of  subjects.  A  noble  lord» 
who,  when  a  member  of  this  House,  brought 
in  the  tolerating  Act  of  1791,  expresaed  a 
partiality  in  favour  of  the  English  Church 
go?  ernment  of  the  Roman  CaAholici^  op* 
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poied  to  that  in  Ireland — but  no  man  who 
wiH  look  into  the  constitution  of  those  ^- 
▼eroments,  can,  I  think,  deliberately  give 
his  voice  in  favor  of  a  delegation,  purely 
dependant  upon  the  will  of  the  Pope,  un- 
protected by  the  securities  of  canonical 
regulation.  Snch  a  government  is  humi- 
liating to  the  Catholic,  and  eventually 
dangerous  to  the  state.  It  eludes  in  a 
ffreat  degreer  an  adequate  power  of  regu- 
iation— for  you  cannot  properly  recognize 
•Qch  ft  delegation— -nor  can  there  be  strict- 
ly speaking  any  electors  of  an  ecclesiasti* 
cftl  delegate,  bearing  such  a  commission. 

[Sir  John  Hippisley  th€n  went  into  fur- 
ther details  of  the  objects  of  a  select  com* 
mittee,  and  its  probable  beneficial  efiects 
upon  the  public  mind,  at  present  labouring 
vnder  contrasted  assertions,  without  the 
power  of  resorting  to  any  authoritative  do- 
cuments to  direct  their  judgment.]— -It  can 
only  be  by  such  means  that  early  preju- 
dices can  be  reconciled  to  the  measures 
now  in  contemplation  even  in  the  most 
limited  deme — and  who  could  have  an- 
ticipated nfly  years  ago  that  we  should 
now  be  sitting  in  deliberation  on  the 
claims  now  before  the  House  ?  As  I  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  offering  my  senti- 
ments again  in  the  course  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  shall  now  sit  down»  declaring 
that  I  concur  in  the  motion  of  my  right 
hon.  friend,  as  a  preliminary^  measure 
leading  to  the  necessary  constitution  of 
another  investigation,  commensurate  to  all 
the  preliminary  arrangements  of  a  liberal 
legislative  enactment,  under  those  safe- 
guards which  the  principles  of  the  con- 
•titution  have  an  unquestionable  right  to 
demand. 

Mr.  BtuhurU  said,  that  after  the  decided 
majority  of  the  House  for  going  into  a 
committee,  he  should  endeavour  to  con- 
fine himself  to  the  question,  on  the  footing 
upon  which  it  stood.  The  Resolution  of 
last  session  was  for  considering  the  ques- 
tion generally,  with  the  view  to  two  ob- 
jects— the  conciliation  of  the  Catholics, 
and  security  to  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment. It  seemed  to  him,  that  the  pro* 
moters  of  the  question  did  not  see  their 
way.  He  objected  to  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
right  hon.  mover  of  the  Resolution.  He 
was  aware,  that  in  all  questions  relative  to 
an  alteration  in  the  laws  of  the  country, 
the  regular  mode  was  to  submit  the  propo* 
•ition  to  a  committee;  but  the  person 
making,  the  proposition  stated  the  mea- 
sure ha  had  in  view,  described  its  general 
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bearings,  pointed  out  what  it  was  bis  ob* 
ject  to  approve,  and  how  far  he  was  wilW 
ingto  qualify  it,  and  that  being' done,  a 
resolution  Was  focmded  upon  a  motion,  to 
accomplish  the  ulterior  object  in  view. 
A  reference  to  the  proceedings  iif  1773 
and  1791,  would  shew  that  such  was  the 
parKaraentary  course.  One  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding there  was  which  seemed  to  be  in» 
tended,  and  by  which  in  a  committee,  the 
particular  objects  not  being  specified,  die 
affairs  of  religion  might  be  considered  at 
larffe,  and  any  point  might  be  propoeed 
and  discussed;  and  then  the  resolntioos 
would  form  the  foundation  of  a  Bill.  But 
the  course  now  pursued  was  difierent,  and 
the  Resolution  gave  there  very  little  infor» 
mation  generally,  and  none  at  all,  indeed, 
as  to  particulars,  of  the  measure  b^  which 
it  was  to  be  followed.  The  stjibject  was 
one  of  very  great  extent,  comprising,  at 
once,  the  state  of  the  Protestant  and  of  the 
Catholic  church--and  he  should  have  been 
very  glad  if  the  right  hon.  mover,  or  the 
hon.  baronet  who  had  just  addrened 
them,  had  proposed  any  thing  which 
might  be  looked  upon  as  the  foundation  of 
a  future  Bill,  instead  of  this  vague  and  in- 
determinate Resolution.  The  propontkni 
laid  down  this  principle,  that  "  relief 
ought  to  be  granted  to  his  Majesty's 
Roman  Catholic  subjects;''  but  it  was 
worded  in  such  general  terms,  that  ff 
leave  were  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  pur- 
suant to  that  Resolution,  he  would  defy 
the  ingenuity  of  man  to  state  what  mea* 
sure  would  finally  result  from  a  power  so 
large  and  so  indefinite.  But  they  were 
told,  that  time  was  to  be  given — they 
were  told,  after  having  been  first  informed 
that  immense  good  would  immediately  be 
derived  from  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion, that  the  examination  of  the  measure 
to  be  proposed  was  to  be  left  to  a  fotnre 
time,  and  they  were  to  recollect  all  the 
sentiments  which  had  been  recently  ex« 
pressed  on  the  investigation  of  this  qoea- 
tion,  as  containing  principles  by  which 
their  decision  might  be  guided,  wnd  by  a 
recurrence  to  which  the^  might  amend 
and  improve  any  Bill  which  might  be  of- 
fered to  them,  riobody  could  gueae  what 
the  Bill  was  to  be.  When  that  Bill  ahonfd 
afterwards  come  to  its  committee,  they 
would  have  to  recollect  all  the  discordant 
opinions  of  those  who  had  voted  for  a 
committee  in  the  first  instance.*  Thts^ 
without  meaning  any  disrespect  to  the 
right  hon.  mover,  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  a  fair  parliamentary  way  of  dealing 
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with  a  qoettion  of  this  importance.    The 
right  boo.  mover  had  disclaimed  the  idea 
that  it  had  eyer  entered  the  mind  of  man 
to  grant  unconditional  concession  (and  of 
course  his  plan  in  general  must  be  one  of 
conciliation  and  regulation)  but,  if  that 
were  not  the  intention—if  the  only  plan 
were  concession,  mixed  with  safeguards 
and  restrictions,  was  it  not,  then,  of  the 
very  essence  of  the  measure,  that  those 
who  would  be  called  on  to  agree  to  it, 
•hould  know  what  it  was  ?  Or,  was  the 
ultimate  proposition  to  be  covered  and 
concealed,  by  the  generality  of  the ,  ex- 
pressions contained  in  the  Resolution  be- 
fore the  House  ?  The  substance  of  that 
Resolution  was,  thaf  parliament  should 
begin  with  doing  away  all  the  disabili- 
ties at  present  af^cting  the  Catholics,  the 
t^rotestant  church  of  England,  Ireland, 
find  Scotland,    being  securedT-but  how 
this  security  was  to  be  obtained,  they 
were  left  to  imagine.     The  principle  of 
the   Resolution   might    be  explained   as 
only  saying,  that  nothing  done  by  the 
ttoman  Catoolics  should  pointedly  infringe 
the  Protestant  establishment;  but,  as  to 
any  measure  for  preventing  foreign  inter- 
ference with  the  Catholic  church— as  to 
any  plan  for  removing  whatever  wasmost 
obnoxious  in  the  See  or  the  Court  of  Rome 
(whichever  gentlemen  pleased  to  call  it), 
by  which  alone  danger  to  our  constitution 
coald  be  prevented,  the  right  hon.  mover 
had  not  said  any  thing  specific,  either  on 
this  or  on  the  former  night.     All  that  was 
left  for  future  arrangement*    But  it  was 
not  fit  the  committee  should  begin  by 
abolishing    the    ancient    guards    of   the 
church  and  state,  without  making  restric- 
tions co-existent  with  such  abolition.    It 
bad  been  said  (but  not  very  candidly,  in 
his  opinion,)  that  parliament  was  reduced 
to  this  dilemma,  that  it  must  either  declare 
its  determination  never  to  grant  any  con- 
cessions, under  any  circumstances,  of  this 
country,  of  Ireland,  or  of  Europe ;  or  that 
it  was  bound  specifically  to  avow  on  the 
present  occasion  what  it  was  proposed  to 
do.    He  really  could   not  see  that  the 
question  was  necessarily  resolved  into  one 
or  other  of  those  determinations.     It  was 
surprising,  with  the  view  the  hon.  baronet 
had  taken  of  the  question,  that  he  would 
countenance    this  round-about   mod^  or 
Vote  for  the  Resolution  as  it  then  stood. 
What  he  had  stated  of  the  interference  of 
the  see  or  court  of  Rome ;  of  the  various 
tenoor  of  their  oaths ;  and  the  motion  of 
which  be  had  given  notice  ;  all  tended  to 


point  out  the  necessity  of  a  development 
of  the  plan  which  was  in  contemplatioo. 
The  hon.  baronet  had  uniformly  main- 
tained  this  principle,  that  certain  regula- 
tions should  be  entered  into  for  the  se- 
curity  of  the  establishment.    What,  then# 
was  the  coarse  he  ought  to  pursue,  on^his 
own  view  of    the  subject?   Surely,  he 
ought  to  have  begun  by  pointing  out  those 
safeguards— and,  ailer  having    provided 
that  the  interference  of  the  see  of  Rome 
should  be  placed  under  the  same  restric- 
tions as  were  provided  in  the  other  Pro- 
testant states  of  Europe,  then  provision 
might  be  made  for  a  Bill  to  repeal  the 
laws    complained  of   by  the  Catholics. 
This  was  the  course,  which,  in  his  opinion,, 
ought  to  have  been  taken — and  it  was  not 
a  fair  or  candid  way  of  putting  the  ques- 
tion, to  say,  if  the  present  proposition 
were  not  aereed  to,  unexplained  as  it 
stood,  that,  therefore,  the  legislature  were 
unwilling  to  do  any  thing.    These  were 
matters  of  less  moment,  which,  no  doubt, 
ought  and  would  be  conceded.    He  saw 
many  difficulties  in  the  way,  but  he  had 
never  said,  that  no  tim^  nor  circumstances 
could  occur,  in  which  the  proposed  relief 
could  not  be  given.    He  denied  the  incon- 
sistency charged  on  those  who  had  thought 
great    concessions    impracticable,    when 
Uiey  stated  that  some  things,  such  as  what 
related  to  Irish  soldiers,  &c.  might  be 
granted.    For  instance,  it  was  foolish  to 
say,  that   the  Catholic  soldier,  coming 
from  Ireland  to  England,  should  be  placed  ^ 
in  a  worse  situation  in  the  latter  than  ho 
was  in  the  former  country.    Such  points 
as  these  might  be  conceded,  without  going 
into  the  whole  Catholic  claims.    The  de- 
mands of  the  Catholics,  unaccompanied 
by  any  securities,  appeared  to  him  -to  be 
unreasonable  ;  and  he  bad  a  risht  to  as- 
sume, that  such  was  also  the  feeling  of 
their  advocates,  since  not  one  of  them 
supported  their  claims  to  the  extent  which 
th^y  themselves  seemed  to  desire*    Pro^ 
bably  he  should  not  have  interposed  on 
the  present  occasion,  if  the  Resolution, 
instead  of  being  general,  had  been  spe- 
cific.   But,  when  it  took  its  present  shape, 
when  the  right  hon.  mover  stated  that  he 
would  leave  the  House  in  possession  of 
this  general  proposition,  and  that  he  would 
afterwards  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  on  the  Resolution  which  he  submitted 
to  them,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  state  his 
reasons  for  opposing  the  motion,  ^n  hon. 
member  (Mr,  Ponsonby,)  had  stated,  that 
no  person  now,  no  person  ever  did  talk  eC 
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M€<MEMittioiia1  concession.  He  would  ask 
wimt  WM  the  language  of  the  whole  Ca- 
thoKc  body  as  expressed  in  their  petitions. 
U  indeed,  the  Catholics  had  no  adfocate 
in  that  Honte  who  would  renture  to  stand 
lip,  and  assert  their  claims  to  the  full 
length  they  themselves  had  gone,  yet  the 
House  couKi  not  but  know  that  such  in- 
atructions  were  in  their  brief,  and  those  in- 
atroctions  were  so  unreasonable,  that  the 
House  should  pause  before  it  went  any 
further,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  hopes 
there^  were  of  producing  satisfaction  on 
one  aide  or  the  other,  ft  the  committee 
came  to  the  Resolution  before  them,  the 
next  step  would  be  to  brine  in  a  Bill  pur- 
auant  to  that  Resolution,  Now,  as  by  <the 
common  consent  of  mankind,  the  right 
lion,  mover,  who  bad  so  lone  advocated 
the  Catholic  cause,  would  be  the  principal 

Erson  in  drawing  up  the  Bill,  and  in 
fi(png  it  forward,  they  roieht  perhaps 
anticipate  what  its  principal  provisions 
would  be.  All  the  restrictive  laws  would, 
of  course,  be  repealed;  Some  provisions, 
he  understood,  would  be  made  as  to  eccle- 
•iastical  courts  and  advowsons,  but  not  a 
word  would  be  mentioned  about  law  of- 
ficers, or  about  what  securities  it  was  in- 
tended to  propose  for  the  church.  These 
were  to  be  left  to  take  their  chance ;  some- 
thing was  to  be  done  for  the  Catholics ;  but 
it  was  noi  told  under  what  qualifications. 
The  Bill,  thus  constituted,  was  to  be  sent 
oat  to  the  country,  amongst  a  people,  at 
the  prtsent  moment  expressing  great  ap- 
prehensions on  this  subject— it  was  to  go 
out,  with  one  thing  resolved  upon,  *'  that 
those  laws  were  to  be  repealed;''  but 
under  what  modifications  was  completely 
uncertain.  If  it  were  proposed,  that  these 
laws  should  undergo  the  consideration  of 
parliament,  he  should  not  have  troubled 
the  House  on  the  subject ;  but  when  the 
light  hon.  gentleman  said  *'  By  my  Bill,  I 
will  repeal  these  laws,''  he  felt  it  bis  duty 
to  oppose  the  proposition,  except  unex- 
ceptionable securities  were  offered.  What 
would  be  the'  consequence  of  the  success 
of  such  a  Bill  ?  It  would  be  this— if  its 
mrovisions  were  afterwards  complained  of, 
It  would  be  demanded  of  the  legislature, 
both  by  that  party  which  approved,  and 
that  which  disapproved  it,  *'  why  did  you 
not  make  proper  reffulations  when  it  was 
in  your  power  ?"  Why  did  you  not  op- 
pose the  Bill  in  the  first  instance  ?  It  was 
therefbre  necessary  for  him  to  siaie  hin 
objections  now.  The  question  was  eligi- 
bility ;   but  was  it  not  the  enjoyment  of 


consequent  thereupon  tkst  vn 
to?  lo  go  on  without  koowii^ 
what  they  were  doing,  would  onlj  boM 
out  hopes  not  to  be  realized.  There 
could  be  no  injury  done  by  stopping  the 
progress  of  a  measure  in  the  conmittee, 
as  it  could  be  revived  in  another  stige, 
The  hon.  baronet  said,  he  would  wait  tiS 
he  had  seen  the  result  of  the  ditcnsnoB 
before  this  committee,  and  then  be  wmM 
submit  a  motion  to  its  considei^M. 
Would  the  hon.  baronet  have  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  so  proceeding  ?  There  were  bn 
two  question^  connected  with  the  codh 
mittee— -that  immediately  before  tbem; 
and  that  which  was  to  follow  (if  the  for- 
mer were  successful)  nan»ely,  the  dhhIm 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill.  Where,  tbei, 
would  be  the  opportunity  for  the  bfub 
baronet  to  move  for  a  committee  abovi 
stairs,  to  examine  into  the  dogmas  of  tlie 
CatboKc  Church  ?  Such  an  investigiiioo, 
he  thought,  would  be  better  confined  lo 
the  hon.  baronet  himself;  and  be  ksev 
not  what  benefit  could  be  produced  by  ^^ 
ferring  the  subject  to  a  committee  of  tint 
House  for  their  consideration.  It  bid 
been  frequently  alleged  as  an  argofflent 
on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  that,  Inviiif 
given  them  so  much  already,  it  followed 
on  principles  of  consistency  and  poliej, 
nothing  now  should  be  withheld— tbeir 
claims  should  be  granted  in  the  foHett  ex- 
tent This  argument  went  to  the  utoKKt 
principle  of  granting  concession,  without 
any  regulation  or  restriction  whatever; 
and  it  proceeded  on  this  ungracious  tf- 
sumption,  that  the  legislature  could  sot 
confer  any  immunity,  however  comisteiS 
with  the  security  of  the  state,  withooi '»- 
curring  the  risk  of  having  it  retorted  oa 
them  at  a  future  day — •'  You  have  gnrt- 
ed  this,  and,  therefore,  you  must  grant  ibe 
other  ;"  although  perhaps  a  conpliii^c^ 
with  the  demand  might  be  most  dangerous. 
—He  knew  not  where  this  argument  was 
to  stop.  If  it  were  pursued  to  itJ  ex- 
treme limit,  they  could  not  grant  a  step 
further  in  the  army,  or  higher  at  tbe  bvi 
without  occasioning  additional  and  more 
pressing  claims.  Under  all  tbe  ciitoo- 
stances,  he  did  not  think  the  present  mode 
was  most  conducive  lo  a  temperate  cos- 
sideration  of  the  subject— and,  therefore, 
the  Huu^e  ought  to  sUnd  on  their  govd. 
This  mode  of  arguing  the  question  bad 
ihU  night  been  strongly  enforced  by  i 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  PonsoBby)wl» 
declared,  thai  it  would  be  in  vain  to  gnat 
the  Catholics  part  of  what  they  wan^« 
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that  would  only  make  them  more  eager 
for  the  rest,  ami  were  determined  to  get 
it;  and  that  if  they  were  resolved  to  stop 
now,  why  did  they  grant  them  the  elec- 
tive franchise  in  1703?  That  mode  of  ar- 
gument, as  he  had  stated,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  most  fallacious.  If  it  was  to  be 
adf»pted,  the  committee  mast  then  go  the 
whole  length  of  the  petitioners,  and  grant 
unqualiBed  concession.  Parliament  would 
not  be  able  to  concede  ^ome  things,  be- 
cause it  would  be  told»  now  yon  have  con- 
ceded those,  I'll  show  you  why  you  must 
concede  more.  He  repeated  it  was  im- 
possible to  anticipate  where  such  an  arga- 
ment  would  stop.  But.  he  would  ask, 
with  respect  to  the  elective  franchise,  was 
there  no  diflierence  between  allowing  a 
Catholic  to  vote  for  the  rettirn  of  Protes- 
tant members,  and  opening  the  doors  of 
parliament  to  the  Catholic  himself? — He 
thought  it  a  most  ungracious  argument, 
and  it  behoved  that  House  to  make  a  stand 
upon  the  ground  they  possessed,  and  ma- 
turely  deliberate  before  they  permitted  a 
new  system  of  things  to  be  established. 
The  hon  baronet  s^'emed  to  su^o^e  that 
what  they  were  then  doing,  was  likely  to 
conciliate  the  Catholic  body — but  he  con- 
ceived, ihey  would  not  be  doing  justice  to 
themselves,  if  they  did  not  negative  the 
present  Resolution — and,  perhaps,  another 
might  be  introduced  in  its  place,  no  less 
conciliatory  to  the  Catholics  and  at  the 
same  time  more  satisfactory  to  the  people 
in  general. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  incorrect  in  stating,  that 
the  Roman  Catholics,  in  their  petitions, 
expressed  a  determination  not  to  accede  to 
any  regulation  whatever.  Now,  if  he  had 
read  those  petitions  right,  no  such  asser- 
tion was  contained  in  them.  They  pray- 
ed, that  every  remaining  penal  statiite 
might  be  repealed ;  chat^  while  they  con- 
ducted themselves  as  loyal  subjects,  they 
might  be  placed  on  a  level  with  their  Pro- 
testant brethren ;  and  tliat  no  disability 
ihould  be  inflicted  on  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  adherence  to  the  tenets  of 
Lhe  Catholic  church.  Now,  in  the  correct 
lense  of  the  word,  the  Catholic  certainly 
did  want  complete  emancipation — but  this 
was  perfectly  compatible  with  every  ne- 
cessary regulation — and  the  friends  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  in  moving  for  the 
repeal  of  the  disabilities,  were  ftilly 
impressed  with  the  conviction,  that  such 
a  measure  was  completely  consistent 
with  the  security  of  church  and  atate. 

(VOL.  XXIV.) 


The  right  hon.  ^entleiman  seemed  tor 
think,  that  the  desire  of  conciliation,  ma- 
nifested by  the  House,  would  not  be  as- 
sisted by  the  feeling  of  the  Catholic  hoAf 
in  general,  and  more  particularly  by  the 
Catholic  board.  But,  to  judge  properly 
of  this  assertion,  it  would  be  right  to  Vnovt 
how  the  last  Resolution  of  that  House,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Catholic  claims,  had 
been  received  by  the  board  ;  and  that  the 
committee  might  be  correctly  informed  oa 
the  subject,  he  would  read  a  recent  pro- 
ceeding of  that  board*  They  would  thui 
see,  that  the  first  conciliatory  measure 
adopted  by  the  House  had  been  viewed 
by  the  Catholics  in  a  spirit  and  temper 
quite  the  reverse  of  that  by  which  they 
were  supposed  to  be  actuated.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Catholic  board  which  had  taken 
place  in  Dublin  since  the  late  vote  for  a 
cogomittee,  a  resolution  such  as  could  not 
fail  to  be  gratifying  to  the  House,  had 
been  moved,  and  that  by  a  person  who  had 
been  heretofore  arraigned  for  the  violence 
of  his  conduct  in  that  assembly.  The 
hon.  baronet  then  read  the  following  pa« 
ragraph  :*- 

''  Catholic  Board,  March  6.,  18 1 5. 

''  A  meeting  of  the  board  was  this  day , 
held,  major  Brian  in  the  chair,  at  whi^h 
Mr.  Lawless  gave  notice  of  the  following 
Resolution,   for  the  consideration  of  th^ 
board,  on  Saturday  next  :-^ 

'  Resolved — That  we  heartily  congra- 

*  tulale.  our  fellow-subjects  of  every  reli- 
'  gious  persuasion,  in  the  British  empire^ 
'  on  the  late  glorious  and  successful  strug- 
'  gie  of  the  friend^  of  civil  and  religious 

*  liberty,  in  the  Imperial  House  of  Com- 
'  mons,  from  which  wq  may  confidently 
'  date  the  commencement  of  that  harmony 
'  which  is  likely  .  to  sqbaist  hereafter^ 
'  among  men  of  all  denominations  and  re- 

*  ligions  in  the  country,  which  must  obli« 

*  terate  the  remembrance  of  past  injuries^ 
'  and  make  Ireland  as  uuit«d  aask^  will  b^^ 
'  unconquerable.' 

Having  read  this  document,  he  would 
ask  whether  the  advances  of  that  Houso 
had  not  been  met  by  a  spirit  of  concilia-^ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics?  Did 
they  not  rejoice  at  the  prospect  ofuniforni 
harmony  among  all  sects  ?  Did  they  not 
express  feelings  of  the  strongest  delight^ 
in  the  hope  which  was  now  held  out  to 
the  empire,  that  we  should  be  an  united^ 
and  consequently  an  unconquerable  peo- 
ple ?  Now  with  respect  to  the  qualified 
concesHion  on   which  persons    o;)pos}tfjf 
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the  claims  of  the  Catholics  had  now  taken 
their  stand,  he  would  beg  to  offer  a  few 
remarks.  A  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
proposed  to  withiiold  from  the  Roman 
CathoiicA  M  political  power — and  in  the 
very  same  breath,  he  signified  his  willing- 
ness to  gire  them  high  political  rank. 
He  would  ask  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
how  he  would  act  in  the  case  of  a  victori- 
ous Catholic  commander  in  chief  abroad  } 
for  the  only  limitation  he  had  placed  on 
the  extension  of  military  honours,  referred 
to  the  situation  of  commander  in  chief  at 
home.  What  course  would  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  adopt,  in  the  case  of  a  Catho- 
lic Wellington  having  the  same  claims  on 
the  gratitude  of  his  country  ?  Would  he 
admit  him  to  the  dignity  of  the  peerage, 
or  would  he  not  ?  If  he  did  grant  that 
honour,  by  what  device  would  he  limit  it  ? 
How  would  he  fetter  the  dignity  so  as  to 
keep  it  thoroughly  separated  from  poli- 
tical power.  At  every  step  thev  went, 
these  friends  to  the  prescriptive  rights  of 
the  constitution  found  themselves  entan- 

Sled  in  mazes,  from  which  they  could  not 
isent^ngle  themselves.  The  only  way 
in  which  to  settle  the  question  was  one 
free  from  all  intricacr»  and  in  which 
there  was  no  danger ;  that  was,  to  extend 
the  privileges  of  the  constitution  in  all 
tl^eir  plenitude  to  aH  classes  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  thus  unite  them  all  in 
its  defence,  it  was  to  srant  to  the  Catho- 
lics that  which  would  unite  them  to  the 
Sreat  body  of  the  people.  This  should  be 
one  without  looking  to  dogmas,  which 
had  been  promulgated  three  centuries 
ago,  to  tenets  maintained  by  this  sect  or 
by  that,  and  to  forbear  imputing  to  any 
sect  or  class  of  Christians  whatsoever,  that 
spirit  by  which  its  adherents  had  been 
actuated  at  former  periods.  Instead  of 
contemplating  the  obsolete  canons  of  de- 
parted councils,  they  ought  to  be  guided 
by  the  general  system  of  the  Catholic 
ehorch,  a&  acted  upon  at  this  day.  He 
would  not  have  trespassed  on  the  Com- 
mittee, but  for  the  purpose  of  doing  away 
any  false  impression  which  might  arise 
from  the  assertion  that  the  Catholics  were 
not  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  conciliation. 
This  object  he  had  completely  effected,  by 
shewing  the  manner  in  which,  at  the  earliest 
possible  period,  they  had  expressed  their 
sentiments  on  the  Resolution  which  parlia- 
ment had  agreed  to.  Under  every  di(&- 
culty.  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  had  shewed 
themselves  a  grateful  and  a  loyal  people. 
That  Tery  body  wejre  the  victiois  of  a  mis- 


placed loyalty  to  a  family,  who,  at  all 
times,  had  ill-requited  them.  Their  loyalty 
was  recorded  on  the  statute  books ;  aod  it 
was  not  by  the  charges  of  rev.  bishops  u> 
their  clergy,  that  parliament  would  be  in- 
duced to  erase  those  honourable  testi- 
monies of  bravery  and  devotion  for  their 
country— or  to  impede  their  jnst  reward. 
Those  claims  to  the  confidence  and  sup- 
port of  their  fellow-subjects  being  allow- 
ed,, it  was  unjust  to  withhold  from  them 
the  rights  to  which  every  man  was  enti- 
tled under  the  constitution.  If  the  state- 
ments of  some  hon.  gentlemen  were  true, 
the  legislature  must  undo  a  great  deal  of 
what  they  had  already  done.  Those  gen- 
tlemen declared,  that  the  Catholic  should 
not  be  permitted  to  exercise  any  political 
power — in  other  words,  they  were  contend- 
ing against  what  they  had  already  given  ; 
for,  by  extending  the  elective  franchise,  po- 
litical power  had  been  conferred.  *'  Bat," 
it  was  observed,  **  it  is  now  necessary  to 
make  a  stand.^'  The  only  meaning  which 
he  coiild  attach  to  this  expression  was, 
that,,  because  the  legislature  had  granted 
the  Catholics  a  power,  which,  if  they 
pleased,  they  might  exercise  improperly, 
but  which  they  had  used  most  constitu- 
tionally and  correctly,  therefore  they  were 
to  be  shut  out  from  further  privileges. 
The  bar  had  been  thrown  open,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  in  1793,  but  the  Catholic  vras 
severed  from  its  highest  honours  ;  he  won- 
dered that  those  who  were  most  active  in 
procuring  that  indulgence  did  not  per- 
ceive by  what  had  since  taken  place,  that 
when  gentlemen  of  the  legal  professioa 
were  prevented  from  rising  by  their  ac- 
quirements, they  would,  of  necessity,  be* 
come  the  leaders  of  popular  assemblies. 
This  really  had  happened,  and  it  was  a 
strong  argument  in  favour  of  removing  the 
barrier  by  which  their  uromotion  was  im- 
peded. What,  he  would  ask,  was  it  which 
dissolved  the  administration  in  1807?  It 
was  an  attempt  to  extend  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  those  very  privileges,  (consider- 
ably qualified  indeed},  which  a  right  hon. 
gentleman  that  night  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  grant  to  them.  This  was  a  strong 
proof  that  the  prejudices  against  the  Ca- 
tholics were  subsiding.  A  few  years  ago 
the  coronation  oath  was  considered  as  the 
great  bar  to  their  claims— 4hat  bad  vanish- 
ed ;  the  daosers  to  be  apprehended  from 
permitting  them  ^to  embrace  a  military 
life  liad  also  vanished  ;  and  he  felt  as- 
sured, that  by  those  repeated  discussions* 
it  would  at  length  be  discoyered  that  there 
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was  no  safety  for  the  state,  except  by  ad- 
mitting all  persons  to  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  the  constitation^  and  thus  inducing 
them  to  unite  in  its  defence. 

Lord  Beiar/,  after  remarking  that  he 
hoped  the  example  of  the  Catholic  com- 
mittee which  had  just  been  referred  to, 
would  be  extensively  followed,  said  he 
could  not  but  express'  his  concurrence  in 
the  proposition  before  the  committee,  for, 
connected  with  Ireland  as  he  was,  he 
could  not  be  a  stranger  to  the  advantages 
which  must  result  from  conciliating  the 
Catholics  of  that  country.  He  was  will- 
ing to  grant  to  the  Catholic  much  of  what 
was  required,  but  he  must  have  securities 
for  the  Frotestant  establishment.  The  se- 
curities were  to  be  con^mporaneous  with 
the  concessions,  if  the  expression  could  be 
made  use  of,  as  to  the  enactments  of  the 
same  Bill.  The  regulations  he  should  ap- 
prove of  would  be  such  as  might  attach 
the  Catholics  to  the  constitution,  and  no- 
thing could  more  attach  them  to  it  than 
liberty  and  security.  He  should  approve 
of  the  select  committee  proposed  by  the 
hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Hippisley)  as  there 
was  considerable  risk  in  legislating  on 
subjects  with  which  they  were  insufficient- 
ly acquainted. 

Lord  Milton  and  Mr.  Plunkett  rose  at 
the  same  time,  but  the  former  was  declared 
to  be  in  possession  of  the  committee.  He 
said,  that  he  had  ventured  thus  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  committee,  because  his 
sentiments  on  this  subject  were  not  simi- 
lar to  those  of  most  of  the  gentlemen  with 
whom  he  should  concur  in  his  vote.  He 
could  not  but  premise,  that  in  his  opinion, 
the  right  hon.  mover  had  been  somewhat 
hardly  used  as  to  the  course  which  he  had 
deemed  it  right  to  propose  for  adoption. 
The  main  question  before  them,  had  his 
warmest  concurrence.  As  to  what  had 
been  said  by  the  right  hon.  the  Speaker, 
it  was  the  duty  of  that  right  hon.  mem- 
ber to  propose  {as  this  was  one  of  the 
few  occasions  on  which  he  had  it  in  his 
power]  resolutions  containing  the  sub- 
stance of  his  opinion,  that  many  laws 
operating  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, might  be  abrogated.  As' to  se- 
curities he  thought,  that  the  best  securities 
were  the  goodwill  and  affection  of  the 
governed;  «U  others  were  built  on  an  un- 
sound foundation,  and  were  not  worth  con- 
tending for.  It  behoved  those,  however, 
who  were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  to  submit 
their  securities  to  the  House.  Conceiving, 
AS  he  did,  that  no  securities  were  necessary 


as  to  the  power  which  it  was  proper  to  con* 
cede  to  the  Catholics,  he  was  not  -a  friend  to 
unlimited  concession.  Of  the  concessions 
made  to  the  Catholics,  this  should  be  the 

grinciple  of  limitation,— that  they  should 
e  excluded  from  all  offices  involving  po« 
litical  patronage ;  as  for  example,  from 
the  office  of  Chancellor  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  unless  under  some  regulations. 
It  would  be  monstrous,  indeed,  to  exclude 
the  Catholic  from  exercising  an  heredi- 
tary  right  of  advowson,  while  be  might 
exercise  ecclesiastical  patronage  by  virtue 
of  his  office.  Some  offices  in  the  ecclesias- 
tical court,  might,  perhaps,  be  liable  to 
the  same  remarks.  At  the  same  time,  he 
should  not  wish  to  exclude  the  Catholics 
from  any  political  power ;  and  leaving  it 
to  others  to  discuss  whether  they  should 
withhold  the  unsubstantial  after  granting 
the  substantial  part  of  civil  rights,  he 
should  conclude  by  expressing  his  opinion, 
that  all  political  power  should  lay  open 
to  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

Mr.  WUberforce  had  listened  to  all  that 
had  been  said  with  attention,  and  *with  a 
sincere  desire  to  receive  all  the  informa- 
tion possible  on  this  inTportant  subject. 
He  should  vote  for  the  resolution  now  be- 
fore the  committee.  He,  however,  was 
anxious  to  make  some  few  observations  on 
the  policy  of  concession  to  the  Catholics. 
If  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  choose  the 
method  of  proceeding  on  this  question  he 
should  have  preferred,  with  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet, to  refer  the  state  of  the  laws  in 
question  to  aselect committee.  Thishecon- 
ceived  to  be  the  more  desirable,  as  it  must 
have  been  observed  by  alt  gentlemen  who 
had  looked  into  the  subject,  how  different 
were  the  statements  which  had  been  pro- 
pagated, for  while  some  represented  that 
the  amount  of  the  disabilities  imposed  on 
the  Catholics,  amounted  only  ^  exclu- 
sion from  32  great  offices,  others  asserted 
that  the  disabilities  were  numerous,  and 
met  the  Catholics  at  every  turn  and  in 
every  line  Of  life,  and  entering  into  the 
most  common  affairs  of  life,  irritated  those 
whose  political  power  they  did  not  serve 
materially  to  abridge.  This  measure  also 
would  have  tended  to  a  calm  consideration 
of  the  subject,  as  every  one  would  know 
the  extent  of  the  grievances  under  which 
their  Catholic  brethren  laboured.  He  did 
not,  however,  object  to  the  present  mo- 
tion, because  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee waft>not  precluded  in  a  future  stage. 
The  doctrine,  of  the  Catholics,  he  did  not 
think  could  with  advantage  be  referred -to 
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a  commiUee^  as  such  a  body  woold  be 
much  l^ss  competent  to  such  an  iuquiry 
than  the  hon.  baronet  who  proposed  it. 
What  weighed  with  him  in  the  Yote  he 
ehoutd  give  was,  that  jthe elective  franchise 
bad  already  been  conceded  to  the  Catho- 
Iic8»  and  it  would  be  absurd  and  injurious, 
after  haying  granted  such  privileges,  to 
deny  Ihem  seats  in  the  two  Houses.  It  had 
been  objected,  that  the  Catholics  might 
form  mischievous  or  treasonable  connec- 
|ion»  with  foreign  powers.  But  the  eon* 
nection  existed  now ;  and  while  conces- 
sion would  not  increase  the  connection 
with  a  foreign  power,  it  would  render  the 
influence  of  that  power  lets  effective.  The 
mischiefs  to  be  apprehended  from  Caibo> 
lies  being  admitted  into  that  House  he 
could  not  perceive,  for  what  measure 
which  they  might  wish  to  accomplish 
could  they  not  attain  through  their  Protes- 
tant representatives,  who  were  so  much 
less  exposed  to  jealousy  and  suspicion  ? 
The  grand  consideration  which  weighed 
with  him  in  the  vote  he  should  give,  was, 
that  the  Catholics  had  already  political 
power  extended  to  them  by  the  possession 
of  the  elective  franchise ;  and  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  absurd  to  prevent  Catholics 
from  holding  seats  in  that  House.  Sup- 
pose there  were  Catholic  members  amongst 
them,  would  they  ever  propose  any  mea- 
suroy  or  pursue  any  course  that  might  not 
also  be  adopted  by  the  Protestant  repre- 
sentatives of  Catholic  electors.  The  oath 
which  these  Catholics  would  take,  whe« 
ther  it  bound  their  consciences  or  no,  must 
yet  impose  some  restraint  on  them  as 
gentlemen ;  for  who,  after  swearing  not  to 
"  disturb  or  endanger''  the  establishment, 
would  have  the  hardihood  to  propose  any 
measure  which  might  palpably  tend  to  its 
detriment.  Well  then,  ibey  were  leaning 
on  a  broken  rted-^they  were  relying  on  a 
false  security.  Political  power  had  al- 
ready been  granted  to  the  Catholics,  and 
by  leaving  them  in  their  present  state,  the 
legitilature  would  not  be  acting  with  po- 
licy for  the  security  of  the  country.  The 
House  could  not  stop  where  it  was-^be 
Catholics  could  not  remain  in  their  present 
situation,  it  was  in  vain  to  expect  them 
to  be  satis6ed.  He  thought  something 
ought  to  be  done  for  them  at  the  present 
time — the  moment  was  a  peculiarly  favour- 
able one— -it  was  a  sort  of  golden  oppor- 
tunity which  might  never  return  if  they 
now  lost  it.  Light  and  knowledge  were 
spreading  in  Ireland,  and  the  more  they 
extended,  the  i^ore  would  the  Catholics 


of  Ireland  desire  to  enjoy  ail  tbe  privileges 
of  freemen.    It  was  not  simply  becanee 
Ireland  was  encreasing  in   numbersy    in 
wealth,  and  in  circumstances,  bet  becaoas 
she  was  encreasing  in  knowledge,  that  he 
thought  they  ought  not  to  lose  any  aime 
in  making  the  desired  concessions  to  tbefli» 
for  that  very  increase  of  knowledge  wooM 
make  them  feel  more  keenly  the  indigni* 
ties  under  which  they  thought  tbey  Ja« 
beured.    He  trusted  that  the  House  wmiM 
see  the  policy  of  concession,  for  be  yet  in- 
dulged the  fond  hope  of  living  to  see  tbe 
day  when  the  good  effects  resulting  from 
it  would  be  made  apparent;  and  to  allej 
that  £ever  which  had  long  existed  in  Ire» 
land  would  not  be  one  of  the  least  of  then. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  tbe  reaolnUon 
would  be  acquiesced  in,  for  be  noet  fer* 
vently  believed  that  it  would  tend  lo  pro* 
mote  peace  and  good  order  in  Ireland. 
The    petitioners    against    the   Catbolici^ 
though  actuated,  he  was  convinced,  by  tbe 
most  laudable  motives,  were  deceived  in 
their  ideas  of  the  subject,  and  did  not  aeeoa 
aware  that  the  Catholics  possessed  at  pre* 
sent  all  the  power  which  could  be  eseited 
to  the  detriment  of  the  establish  moot,  and 
the  House  would  encourage  that  delmiiKi^ 
jf  they  spread  the  idea  that  they  migb^re* 
main  with  safety  where  they  now  were. 
It  was  very  easy  to  tell  the  CatboHcs  to 
be  contented  with  the  concessions  whicb 
had  been  made  to  them ;    but  be  cobM 
not  conceive  any  thing  more  galling  to  a 
body  of  men  who  Were  brought,  as  the 
Catholics  had  been,  into  contact  with  pe* 
litical  objects,  to  be  thus  excluded  from 
the  ei^joyment  of  them.    Thinking  thiis^ 
that  it  was  politic  to  make  concessions  to 
the  Catholics,  as  that  body  would  be  thereby 
conciliated,  while  the  establishment  would 
be  rendered  more  secure,  be  thought  it  pe- 
culiarly desirable  to  grant  it  at  the  preset^ 
moment.  The  Catholics  were  now  advaac* 
ing  in  wealth  and  consequence,  and  if  con- 
cessions were  not  made  at  this  moaent, 
they  might  be  toade  at  a  less  favourable 
period.     We  were  now  suffering  for  tbe 
follies  and  vices  of  our  forefathers.  Ireland 
had  been  treated  as  a  conquered  country, 
and  the  remaining  links  of  her  ancieot 
chains  pressed  more  severely  on  her,  be- 
cause she  bad  been  admitted  to  a  part  of 
the  blessings  of  the  British  censtitutien. 
The  more  Catholic  Ireland  abounded  in 
men,  who  could  take  a  part  in  political  1^ 
the  more  irritating  would  excluoon  be- 
come, and  not  only  increasing  wealth  but 
advaacinf  knowledge  would  cause  tbent 
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to  feel  most  acutely  the  slate  of  degrada- 
tion in  which  it  was  attempted  to  keep 
them.  .  The  system  of  excloding  Catholics 
from  paritameQt^  was  contrary  to  all  the 
principles  which  bad  beeo  laid  down  on 
both  sides  the  dtscusstons  on  parliamentary 
reform,  that  no  great  body  shonld  be  with- 
out its  representatives  in  parliament.  The 
refusal, of  the  -barons  to  agree  to  any  inno- 
TatioQ  in  the  constttntion,  had  been  al- 
luded to  as  an  example  to  modern  parlia- 
ments. But '  n^lumus  lege$  Anglia  muiari* 
was  uttered  by  men  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  dl  the  privileges  of  the  constitution)  to 
secure  to  themselves  their  rights,  not  to 
exclude  those  who  were  debarred  from 
those  privileges  from  partieipatingin  them. 
The  hon.  geutlcman  proceeded  to  remark^ 
that  a  circumstance  in  favour  of  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics  was,  that  the  influence  of 
the  priests  on  the  higher  orders  of  that 
body  had  diminished.  There  was  an  an- 
nual excommunication  issued  against  all 
Prolestinu,  but  notwitbstandin|r  this  ful- 
mination,  a  Catholic  nobleman  (it  was'well 
known*)  had  raised  a  body  of  volunteers 
to  defend  this  excommunicated  country. 
When  objections  were  made  to  this  corps 
being  headed  by  his  son,  with  a  truly  Bri- 
tish spirit  he  said,  that  nothing  could  ab- 
lolve  him  from  his  duty  of  defending  his 
country,  and  that  his  son  should  serve  in 
the  ranks  of  this  body  which  he  was  not 
permitted  to  command. 

Dr.  Duigenan  rose  and  read  the  Reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  Catholic  emanci* 
pation,  which  proposed  security  to  the 
Protestant  religion ;  bat  the  present  mea- 
lure,  he  said,  contained  no  security  what- 
ever. It  was  the  same  scheme  as  that  of 
James  the  2d,  and  therefore  the  necessary 
consequence  T)f  passing  this  Bill  vrould  be, 
Lhat  that  king  and  his  family  were  driven 
unjustly  from  the  throne*  The  Roman 
Catholic  religion  was  unchangeable:  their 
enmity  to  the  Protestant  establishment  was 
the  same  that  it  ever  was ;  and  the  only 
question  lo  be  considered  was,  \^heifaer 
you  would  bestow  civil  privileges  and  pe]u 
tical  power  on  your  eternal  aud  inveterate 
foe.  The  doctrines  laid  down  in  their  de- 
crees and  councils  were  really  dreadful. 
To  prove  this,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
went  into  numerous  documents,  and  read 
copiously  hina  their  oaths,  and  the  deci^ 
lions  of  various  councils  unrepealed,  which 
tended  to  shew  their  entire  dependence 
upon  the  Pope,  and  that  they  were  not 
bound  to  keep  faith  with  heretics.  The 
■piritual  supremacy  of  the  Romau  lee^  he 


argued,  broi^ght  with  it  temporal  poweiv 
There  were,  he  well  knew,  persons  in  that 
House  who  did  not  like  to  hear  the  true 
Catholic  doctrines.  The  council  of  Con* 
stance  had  decreed  that  no  oath  was  bind* 
ing  ^hich  was  contrary  to  the  interest  of 
the  church.  Any  oath  to  a  Protestant 
king  was  consequently  void.  No  one 
would  be  hardy  enough  to  assert,  that 
spiritual  power  did  not  bring  along  with  it 
temporal  power.  But  the  Catholic  k-eli*^ 
gion  wju  lit  this  moment  in  a  peculiar 
situation.  It  was  no  longer  the  Roman 
Catholic  t*eligion,  but  the  Parisian  Catho^ 
lie  religion,  and  Buonapart^,  our  mortal 
enemy,  would,  if  this  measare  were  con« 
sented  to,  have  the  power  of  carry  ing  into 
efiect  all  his  villainous  designs  against  thia 
country,  by  means  of  a  vassal  pope.  Ha 
next  noticed  the  petitions;  and  stated^ 
that  the  jignatures  to  those  from  Protean 
tanu  in  feland,  in  favour  of  concession, 
amounted  to  only  4,000,  while  those 
against  it  were  above  100,000  most  re* 
spectable  names.  This  circumstance,  with 
the  petitions  from  England,  signed  bf 
more  than  300,000  persons,  evidently 
shewed  the  feelings  of  the  people  on  the 
subject  One  half  of  the  peiiiions  on  tba 
table  were  directed  against  all  concession 
to  the  Catholics.  [Cries  of  No !  no !  no !  ] 
<'  Yes,  yes,  yes,  (said  the  right  hon.  doc* 
tor)  I  can  prove  my  words."  He  theii 
proceeded  to  descant  on  the  formal  secu- 
rity talked  of  for  the  eHablisbed  church; 
but  contended,  that  from  the  nature  of  the 
Catholic  religion,  and  their  professed  dis^ 
regard  of  all  faith  with  heretics,  no  such 
security  eould  be  obtained.  They  them- 
selves refused  to  give  it.  They  had  re*^ 
peatedly  declared,  that  they  would  receive 
emancipation  as  no  partial  boon,  nor  would 
they  submit  to  any  conditions  wbateven 
How«  tben^  could  we  cdnciHate  these  peo^ 
pie  ?  If  a  man  was  to  come  into  yout 
house,  and  threaten  to  destroy  you  with 
fire  and  sword,  could  you  be  expected  to 
receive  him  with  the  same  complaisance 
as  your  dearest  friend  i  Let  gentlemen 
look  to  the  statutes  they  were  called  on  to 
repeal.  He  asserted  the  measure  pro4 
posed  to  bo  a  fundamental  overthrow  of 
the  constitution^  doing  away  with  the  Test 
and  Corporation  Acts,  and  violating  thift 
coronation  oath,  as  well  as  the  acts  of 
Union  between  England  and  Scotfond,  and 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  This  BIH 
would  subvert  the  constitution  to  its  very 
foundation.  Would  any  man  say,  that  the 
crown  could  be  absolvol  from  Hs  oath  i 
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His  present  Majesty  thought  otherwise, 
and  every  reasonable  and  conscientious 
nan  would  think  otherwise.  An  act  of 
parliament,  indeed,  was  imperious,  nothing 
could  oppose  it,  but  the  consent  of  the 
crown  war  necessary  to  an  act  of  parlia* 
ment  The  resolution  of  the  two  Houses 
was  nothing— of  itself  it  possessed  no 
power  against  the  conscience  of  the  King. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  oath  had^al* 
ready  been  broken,  but  it  was  not  in  essen- 
tials; the  alterations  which  had  been  made 
amounted  to  no  breach  of  that  oath ;  but 
the  measures  now  proposed  would  amount 
to  a  revolution ;  the  repeal  of  the  Corpora- 
tion and  Test  Acts  would  overturn  the  au- 
thority of  both  church  and  state.  The 
first  article  of  the  new  constitution  of 
Spain  was,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  should 
be  the  established  religion  of  the  country, 
and  that  no  other  should  be  tolerated* 
Here  was  Catholic  liberality*  Though  we 
were  fighting  their  battles  for  them,  and 
wasting  our  blood  and  treasure  in  support- 
ing them  against  the  tyrant  of  Europe, 
they  would  not  even  tolerate  us  as  Pro- 
testants, He  also  noticed  a  suggestion 
thrown  out  on  a  former  debate,  that  even 
if  the  one  hundred  Irish  members  were 
Catholics,  there  would  be  no  danger  in 
the  fact.  That  they  would  be  so,  he 
thought  very  probable,  and  appealed  to 
the  House  for  the  dangers  that  must  ensue 
from  such  a  body,  acting  together  with  one 
end  in  view.  The  rudder  was  small,  but  it 
guided  the  ship;  and  no  minister  could  with- 
stand such  a  combination  as  this  might  be, 
of  men  elected,  not  by  the  property,  but 
by  the  begffary  of  Ireland,  and  under  the 
influence  of  their  Catholjc^priests.  A  hun- 
dred Catholics  in  that  House  would  go- 
Tern  parliament.  Suppose  these  hun- 
dred jnembers  made  a  bargain  with  the 
minister  to  vote  with  him  on  every  occa- 
sion, must  they  not  have  every  thing  their 
own  way  ?— Elections  in  Ireland,  he  re* 
peated,  were  not  made  by  the  property, 
but  by  the  beggary  of  the  country,  and 
.  three  fourths  of  the  present  members  were 
returned  by  the  direction  of  Popish 
priests.  ^They  would,  if  this  bill  paned, 
come  over  like  a  swarm  of  bees,  and  he 
would  be  a  great  minister  who  could  with- 
stahd  them.  First,  they  would  have  all 
Ireland  to  themselves;  it  could  not  be 
doubted  whether  they  would  continue  long 
united  with  this  country,  when  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Union  was  the  first  object  in 
all  their  declarations. 
.  J/>rdr^a««fere(yAbayii)gBtat^hi«  general 


opinions  on  a  former  night,  now  rose  to 
speak  solely  to  the  motion  of  the  rigbt  bon. 
gentleman.    The  committee  was  reduced 
to  a  difficulty  of  great  extremity.     Tbej 
were,  in  fact,  called  upon  to  fl^w^t  almoat 
every  thing,  or  to  grant  nothing  to  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics.    Yet  he  was  free 
to  say,  that  while  much  might  be  granted, 
there  was  also  something  to  be  withheld. 
He  could  not  but  consider  the  question  in 
every  possible  point  of  view  bat  as  one 
which  appeared  to  him  a  measure  of  ex- 
pedience, and  in  reality  a  measure  of  ne- 
cessity.   Gentlemen,  he  was  sure,  moat 
feel,  that  if  they  were  to  stop  where  they 
were,  they  had  either  gone  too  far,  or  not 
far  enough.     It  would  be  a  sabject  of 
great  regret,  if,  after  the  resolution  of  last 
parliament,  and  the  adoption  of  that  pledge 
b}r  that  House,  the  matter  should  be  ter- 
minated abruptly-,  without    their    being 
able,  after  all  this  discussion,  to  collect 
any  practical  result    For  these  reasons  ha 
was  in  favour  of  the  motion.    At  the  same 
time  he  had  no  scruple  in  stating  his  regret 
that  the  right  hon.  mover  had  not  opened 
his  views  to  a  larger  extent  than   he  bad 
done,  and   given  him  some  prospect  of 
agreeing  with  him  hereafter.     Bat  if  the 
/ight  hon.  gentleman  had  not  come  op  to 
his  outline,  he  had  called  for  no  pledge 
which  would  prevent  any  one  from  en- 
grafting any  amendment  thought  neces* 
sary  and  proper  on  the  ulterior  measure, 
and  the  more  he  heard  this  question  dis« 
cussed,  the  more  conscientiously  was  he 
convinced,  not  only  of  its  expediency,  but 
of  its  actual  necessity.    The  motion  be* 
fore  them  only  acknowledged  the  principle, 
but  bound  them  to  no  detail,  and,  in  con* 
curring  with  these  propositions  hue  consi- 
dered himself  as  only  doing  that  to  which 
he  stood  pledged  by  the  opinions  he  had 
formerly  declared.    It  had  been  stated  by 
a  right  hon.  gentleman  (the  2^)eaker)  that 
this  resolution  embraced  a  general  sweep 
of  repealing  all  the  sututes  of  restrictions, 
without  providing  any  securities.    If  he 
thought  so,  he  would  vote  against  it;  hot 
as  it  must  be  accompanied  in  iu  ftitura 
progress  with  modifications  and  restric- 
tions, he.  was  not  anxious  to  look  oatfmr 
poinu  of  diflference  in  its  earliest  stages, 
and  would  therefore  support  it  in  principle^ 
till  of  necessity  they  came  to  points,  where 
diversity  of  opinion  prevailed,    fhe  oobla 
lord  then  referred  to  the  proposition  made 
by  sir  J.  C.  Hippisley,  which  he  consi- 
dered to  be  objectionable,  as  it  would  bring 
a  code  of  laws  they  all  looked  oa  with  re« 
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greti  inta  an  infidious  point  of  y\aw ;  it 
woaid  also  lead  to  the  examination  of  doc- 
tors  Milner^  O'Connor,  k.c.  and  afibrd 
them  a  reasonable  prospect  of  a  religions 
controversy  up  stairs.  The  only  point  on 
which  it  coald  be  useful  would  be  inquir- 
ing into,  and  determining  the  state  of  the 
influence  allowed  to  the  Roman  see  in 
other  countries  of  Europe,  Catholic  as  well 
as  Protestant ;  but  this  subject  was  already 
completely  elucidated  by  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet's pamphlets  upon  it.  He  did  not 
believe  there  was  any  reasonable  man  in 
the  country  who  was  not  persuaded  that 
the  see  of  Home  had  very  properly  been 
a  constant  subject  of  jealousy  in  cTery 
court  of  Europe.  We  had  lost  sight  of  that 
jealousy:  and  it  was  to  be  regretted, 
that  in  this  country,  except  the  horrible 
and  obsolete  Acts  of  Elizabeth,  there  was 
DO  steady  system  which  operated  as  a 
guard  against  that  power.  When  we  were 
on  the  point  of  removing  the  last  remains 
of  the  penal  laws,  which  we  looked  back 
to  with  regret  and  horror,  it  was  proper 
that  some  regulations  should  be  enforced 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  tbe  church 
and  state  from  all  attempts  to  which  they 
might  be  exposed.    Our  law  had   been 


much  neglected  on  this  head,  and  must  be^  disarm  irritation  if  it  did  not  OTercomt 
revised  in  whatever  decision  the  legislature      '^'      *  '      •  i^  .  -t-- 

came  to  on  the  important  question  now 
agitating.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
laying,  he  should  give  his  cordial  vote  for 
the  Resolution,  which  appeared  to  leave 
^y^Ty  gentleman's  judgment  unshackled, 
and  to  be  a  fair  and  candid  "proposal  in  the 
present  stage  of  the  business.  He  did  not, 
however,  hold  himself  precluded  in  any 
future  stage  from  opposing  the  Bill,  if  it 
ihould  become  his  painful  duty  so  to  do. 
Mr.  Canning,  like  the  noble  lord,  would 
confine  himself  to  the  question  immedi- 
ately before  the  House,  and  avoid  the 
temptation  to  wander  into  the  general  dis- 
cussion which  had  already  appeared  so 
hrearisome.  He  thought  the  speech  of 
the  noble  lord,  his  declaration  of  support 
ind  limitation  of  the  contingency  on 
which  his  opposition  might  afterwards  be 
determined,  were  stated  with  perfect  can- 
Jour.  The  noble  lord  had,  in  very  strong 
terms,  held  forth  the  advantage  which 
luch  a  measure  would,  if  carried,  produce 
to  the  country.  If  the  noble  lord  had 
gone  a  little  further  and  promised  to  lend 
bis  own  powerful  aid  to  the  measure,  if  it 
might  turn  out  what  in  his  opinion  it 
>ught  to  be,  it  would  have  been  as  much 
as  the  warmest  friends  of  the  Catholics  could 
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Tbe  measure,  if  perfected,  would 


desire. 

be  a  hoou  to  one  country,  and  a  blessing  * 
to  tbe  other ;  and  he  should  do  his  hum- 
ble endea? ours  to  bring  it  to  that  state.  If 
it  should  so  happen  t&it  measures  should 
be  attempted  to  be  connected  with  it 
which  he  considered  of  a  dangerous  na^ 
tare  to  the  constitution,  rather  than  give 
his  sanction  to  them^  he  would  imitate  tha 
noble  lord  and  withdraw  his  support; 
though  he  did  not  consider  this  event  as 
at  all  probable,  but  only  reserred  to  him- 
self the  right,  if  in  the  future  discussion 
any  insuperable  obstacle  should  arise*  to, 
withdraw  from  the  course  that  he  had  hi- 
therto pursued,  satisfied  that  things  should 
remain  in  their  existing  state,. rather  than 
that  his  sanction  should  be  given  to  any 
thing  dangerous  to  the  establishments  of 
the  country. 

The  discussion  of  that  night  had  added 
much  to  his  hopes  and  his  expectations. 
He  knew  not  what  eShci  might  have  been 
produced  on  the  minds  of  others ;  but  with 
him  it  had  done  more  to  strengthen  his 
hopes,  and  do  away  his  iipprehensions,, 
tt^n  any  former  debate,  when  so  much 
more  had  been  conceded  on  all  sides  than 
had  ever  been  conceded  before,  so  as  to 


objection.  In  debates  on  this  question, 
and  on  other  questions,  it  had  been  usual 
for  tbe  one  party  to  charge  the  other  with 
pursuing  wild  and  unattainable  objects. 
But .  to-night  a  singular  objection  was 
made,  that  all  the  objectionable  parts  of 
the  measure  had  been  done  away.  It 
was  certainly  a  new  objection  that  the 
measure  had  lost  all  its  convenient  extras 
vagance.  This  absence  of  fault  had  been 
imputed  to  the  plan  as  culpable,  though 
he  could  not  but  think  it  highly  fortunat,e. 
There  was,  however,  one  right  hon.  j;en- 
tleman  who  was  still  consistent  (Dr.  Dui- 
genan)  one  who  never  flinched  from  his 
duty,  and  who  now  remained  in  a  digni- 
fied and  respectable  solitude,  like  a  mighty 
pillar,  standing  erect  amidst  tbe  ruins « 
from  which  etery  other  person  bad  fled. . 
To  night,  with  the  exception  of  the  voice  • 
of  that  right  hon.  and  learned  gent.,  which 
those  who  formerly  concurred  with  him 
in  opinion  seemed  anxious  to  drown,  lest 
it  might  reproach  them  with  its  abandon- 
ment, with  that  sole  exception  there  was  a 
complete  dereliction  ofaoy  attempt  to  assert 
the  old  arguments  that  had  been  urged  on 
the  subject.  Not  one  individual  rose  up 
in  support  of  the  existing  system.  The 
charge  on  the  one  side  was  that  their  ad« 
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Tersartes  c«ased  to  be  bigoUed,  and,  on 
tbe  other,  that  they  ceased  to  be  obstinate. 
DUcussion  on  this  questioD,  therefore,  had 
had  the  efieet  which  temperate  discussion 
ought  always  to  ba?e-*-that  of  approxi- 
mating parties.  Extremes  which  seemed 
irreconcilable  were  now  so  nearly  ap- 
proacbed  that  the  one  side  could  almost 
hold  out  their  hands  and  reach  the  held 
out  hands  of  thehr  antagonist.  Those  who 
seemed  before  to  be  at  an  immeasurable 
distance  from  each  other,  had  by  mutual 
compromise  approached  into  view;  and 
mion  and  peace  were  placed  within  their 
grasp.  Every  one  who  spoke  that  night 
must  feel  himself  bound  not  to  let  the 
subject  go  without  proposing  what  he 
thought  right.  They  might  not  succeed 
in  accomplishing  what  all  desired  ;  bat  if 
they  did  not  succeed  in  perfecting  the 
•ystea  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  in  contemplation,  they  had  at  least 
the  arguments  respecting  the  danger  of 
foreign  influence,  aOd  the  admission  of 
one  right  hon.  and  distinguished  member 
(the  Speaker)  that  it  could  not  remain  as 
it  was,  but  must  become  subject  tO  legis- 
lative interference.  They  had  the  ad- 
mission that  things  must  not  remain  as  at 
present ;  they  had  the  admission  that 
tbe  army  must  not  remain  as  it  was, 
but  that  the  Catholics  must  be  render- 
ed eligible  to  promotion;  they  had  had 
an  admission  that  the  bar  could  not  re- 
main as  it  was,  but  that  the  Catholics 
must  be  allowed  to  partake  of  tbe  honours 
as  well  as  the  emoluments  of  that  pro- 
fession.— They  bad  the  further  admission, 
that  the  Catholics  were  so  far  advanced 
in  light  and  knowledge,  that  even  if 
nothing  of  alt  this  should  be  now  done, 
the  question  must  at  no  distant  ^period 
come,  under  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment. They  had  the  powerful  admission 
of  his  hon.  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Wilber- 
force)  who,  for  the  first  time  this  night, 
had  taken  a  part  in  tbe  debate,  and  whose 
opinion  was  the  more  valuable  from  its 
conscientiousness  and  the  deliberation  upon 
which  it  had  been  perhaps  not  fearlessly 
formed,  that  to  Catholics  the  doors  of  that 
House  should  be  opened.  Was  he  not, 
therefore,  entitled  to  say  that  the  friends  of 
Catholic  concession  bad  that  night  reaped 
the  fruits  of  the  long  and  frequent  discus- 
sions which  the  subject  had  undergone; 
and  that  the  question  stood  in  a  more  fa- 
vourable point  of  view  than  could  have 
been  anticipated  m  fortnight  ago  by  the 


most  sanguine  imagination.  The  ontj 
effective  opposition  to  the  Tote  was  mide 
on  grounds  wbich^  if  tenable,  wofikl  be 
futile,  but  which  were  as  fatile  ss  ibey 
were  untenable.  This  was  the  ohjectioa 
to  the  form  of  proceedings.  If  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  brought  forward  hii 
Bill  ill  the  first  instance,  they  wooki  have 
turned  round  on  him,  and  told  bimasMr. 
Mitford  had  been  told  by  the  Speaker  in 
1791,  when  he  introduced  his  Bill,  that 
it  was  necessary  that  it  should  firit  be 
submitted  to  a  committee.  But  it  wai 
said,  that  the  right  bonoarable  gen- 
tleman ought  to  have  been  more  foil  and 
explicit  in  his  resolution.  He  approved 
of  tbe  present  mode.  Why,  in  the  first 
instance,  was  he  bound  to  throw  oat  every 
possible  suggestion  in  order  to  give  foot- 
ing to  every  possible  objectioD,  wheo 
there  would  be  so  many  future  opporto* 
nities  of  taking  these  points  into  consi- 
deration ?  Besides,  even  if  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  meant  to  play  false  with  the 
House,  (which  eould  not  for  amomeDibe 
suspected),  it  was  impossible  that  be  codid 
pass  a  measure  though  the  House  without 
tbe  imposition  of  sufficient  guards  by  tl)o*e 
who  would  be  jealous  ofsuchaproceedisg. 
It  Was  rather  hard  that  be  should  be  a^ 
cused  of  not  bringing  forward  bii  restric- 
tions first:  this  would  be* to  begin  by 
driving  the  broad  end  of  the  wedge.  Ha 
plan  was  not  without  precedent;  io  1793, 
the  preamble  set  forth  a  general  sweep- 
ing repeal,  and  then  the  restrictions  fol- 
lowed. Such  would  be  the  case  now: 
and,  indeed,  from  the  course  of  pariia* 
mentary  tactics,  he  must  say  that  it  wii 
necessary  that  conciliation  should  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  preamble ;  for  if  the  restric- 
tions were  first  voted,  it  might  be  feared 
that  tbe  conciliatory  clauses  would  never 
follow.  He  thought  it  was  wise  not  to  de- 
tail the  plan  now,  but  rather  leave  it  to  tbe 
wisdom  of  the  House  to  engraft  such  re- 
strictions as  might  seem  good  aod  expedi- 
ent. As  to  the  measure  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, be  had  no  particular  o^J*^']^ 
it,  but  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  pressed 
in  the  present  branch  of  the  procetdmg, « 
he  could  not  consent  to  adopt  it  in  lies  of 
the  proposed  resolution,  to  which  he  gave 
his  hearty  concurrence. 
The  House  then  divided. 

For  the  Resolution    I^^ 

Against  it n^ 

Majority — ^ 
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Outlinb  of  thb  Plan, 

From-  the  period  of  the  complete  iotro- 
ductioii  of  the  FundiDg  System  in  Uie  early 
part  of  the  last  ceDtiiry,  to  the  close  of 
the  American  War»  the  object  of  our  mea- 
iupes  of  finance  during  war  appeared-  to  be 
only  U^  provide  for  the  itmnediaite  ex- 
pences  of  the  year,  by  borrowmg  such 
sums  as  were  necessary  for  any  extraor- 
diasiy  charge  incurred^  and  by  imposing 
such  takes  as  mi^t  meet  the  interest  of 
tlMi  loan*  leaving  to  the  period  of  peace 
the  coDsidera^on  of  any  provision*  for  the 
fepajrment  of  debt;  and  diis  being  at- 
tempted at  irregular  periods  and  on  no 
permanent  system,  was  never  carried  into 
efibctual  execution ;  the  total  amount  of 
debt  redeemed  between  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht  and  the  dose  of  the  American 
War  being  no  more  than  8»330,000/. 

The  accumulated  expences  of  the  Ame- 
rioan  war,  and  the  depressed  state  of 
pufoHo  credit  and  of  the  revenue  at 
die  close  of  that  war,  impressed  on  the  vi- 
gorous* mbd  of  Mr.  Pitt  the  necessity  of 
adopting  a  more  provident  system,  of 
whioh  he  laid  the  basis,  with  admirable 
jodgment,  in  the  Sinking  Fund  Acts  of 
1786  and  17d2. 

At  the  comtnenoement  of  the  war  of 
the  Frendi  reVohHiod,  Mr.  Pitt  thought  it 
aufficient,  to  ilieet  the  charge  of  military 
and  natal  expenc^  by  loans,  accompanied 
by  that  provision  for  gradual  redemption^ 
whieh  had  been  established  by  the  Act  of 
1792. 

The  increased  expences  of  the  war^ 
and  the  prospect    of  its  long  contimi* 
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ance,  induced  hirti  however,  ite  f797, 
to  aim  at  the  most  efficacious  system  by 
which  a  long  duration  of  war  can  be  sup- 
ported, that  of  equalizing  the  income  with 
the  expenditure  of  the  country. 

For  this  purpose  he  proposed,  in  1798^ 
the  establishment  of  a  general  Tax  on  In- 
come; intended,  with  the  aid  of  some 
other  war  taxes,  to  provide  within  the 
jpear,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  public 
expences,  and  also  to  repay  within  a  fe^ 
years  after  the  conclusion  of  peace,  cd 
debt  contracted  beyond  the  amount  of  thd 
Sinking  Fund  in  each  year. 

The  plans  adopted  for  increasing  the 
national  income  upon  the  renewal  of  the 
war,  by  lord  Sidmouth,  and  afterwards  by 
lord  Grenvilie  and  lord  Henry  Petty,  in 
1603,  4,  and  6,  were  on  a  much  larger 
scde ;  and  there  is  every  appearance  that 
the  income  of  the  nation^  might  at  thu 
time  have  equalled  or  exceeded  its  ex* 
penditure,  if  the  necessity  of  a  large  in^^ 
crease  in  our  foreign  es^pences  had  not 
arisen. 

The  total  amount  of  the  public  expen<* 
diture,  exclusive  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
WRS  on  an  average  of  the  years  1806  and 
18OT,  about  61,600,000/.  The  income  of 
1807  (taking  the  Property  Tax,  according^ 
to  its  assessment,  at  about  11,400,000^.) 
was  about  59,700,000^. 

The  net  produce  of  the  public  income, 
on  an  average  of  the  years  1809,  1810, 
and  1811,  deducting  the  arrears  of  pro- 
perty tax  paid  in  beyond  the  assessment 
of  each  year,  was  about  64,000,000/1 
which,  with  die  addition  of  the  taxes  im<* 
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posed  in  1811  and  1812,  would  appear  to 
leave  a  considerable  surplus  beyond  the 
amount  of  expenditure  of  1807;  but  to 
this  expenditure  must  be  added  the  in- 
creased charge  of  unredeemed  debt  since 
that  year.  This  amounts  to  about 
2,300,000/.  which,  added  to  the  before- 
mentioned  sum  of  61,600,000/.  being  the 
expenditure  of  1807,  piakes  together 
nearly  the  above  sum  of  64,000,000/. 

The  expenditure  of  the  same  years 
1809,  1810  and  1811,  amounted  it  is 
true,  on  an  average,  to  nearly  73,000,000/. 
and  that  of  the  year  1812  may  be  esti- 
mated at  about  81,000,000/L  exdutively  of 
the  repayment  of  Exchequer  Bills  and 
Loyalty  Loan. 

The  amount  therefore  of  the  sum  to  be 
provided,  in  ordor  to  equalize  the  receipt* 
and  expenditure  of  Great  Britain,  on  an 
average  of  the  years  1809,  1810,  and 
•1811,  allowing  for  the  mcreased  charge  of 
unredeemed  debt,  may  be  estimated  at 
4fi0O,0O0L  or,  taking  the  expenditure  at 
81,000,000/:  at  about  17,000,000/.  from 
'  which  sums  must  however  be  deducted  the 
future  produce  of  the  taxes  imposed  in 
1811  and  1812,  which  may  be  estimated  ^ 
at  about  2,500,000/.  and  which  would  re- 
^  duce  the  former  sum  to  6,500,000/1  and 
the  latter  to  14,500,000/. 

,  To  raise  even  the  lowest  of  these  sums 
by  an  immediate  imposition  of  new  taxes, 
in  addition  to  the  great  exerticms  already 
^  made,  would,  however,  be  considered  as  a 
very  heavy  burden ;  and  one,  the  severity 
of  which  might  be  felt  still  more  sensibly, 
from  an  apprehension,  by  no  means  unrea- 
sonable, that  such  a  sacrifice  might,  even- 
tually prove  to  have  been  unnecessary,  as 
many  supposable  and  even  probable  cases 
may  arise  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  in  which  it  would  be  possible  very 
considerably  to  reduce  our  expences. 

Nothing  more,  therefore,  can  be  ex- 
pected as  a  permanent  war  system,  than 
to  provide  for  such  a  scale  of  expence  as 
must  necessarily  arise  out  of  the  state  of 
war,  without  including  that  great  increase 
which  has  been  occasioned  by  our  extra- 
ordinary exertions  abroad  in  the  last  four 
years,  and  which,  in  whatever  way  it  may 
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appear  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  moit 
proper  to  provide  for  it,  must  be  cooaidei- 
ed  as  of  only  an  occasional  nature. 

In  the  foregoing  sUtemem  it  is  anonied, 
that  the  Sinking  Fund  is  no  portion  of  the 
national  expenditure.  In  foot,  by  can- 
cellbg  a  certain  portion  of  debt  in  each 
year,  it  reduces  the  debt  really  incurred, 
to  the  amount  in  which  the  sum  borrowed 
exceeds  the  sum  to  be  redeemed.  It  ii 
evident  indeed,  that  whether  the  fund  ii 
applied  in  the  purchase  of  stock  already 
existing,  or  in  reducing  the  amount  of 
stock  to  be  created,  the  effect  will  bt 
nearly  the  same ;  and  the  equalization  of 
the  public  income  and  expenditure  naj 
consequently  be  ccmsidered  as  a  pnnaij 
advantage  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  no  ks 
than  the  actual  redemption  of  d^t. 

The  former  of  these  objects,  so  fiu*  as  ii 
requisite  to  meet  that  part  of  the  ezpeocei 
of  the  war,  which  may  be  considered  ai 
necessarily  permanent,  appears,  by  tfo 
foregoing  Statement,  to  have  been  abead^ 
accomplished.  It  has,  indeed,  beea  eP 
fected  by  means  which,  while  they  abev 
the  extent  of  the  resources  pf  the  coaoHy, 
and  evince  its  firm  and  unshaken  apin^ 
point  out  at  the  same  time  the  expedieocf 
of  not  calling  for  any  further  sacrifioei 
which  may  be  avoidable:  fi>r  tbis  great 
object  has,  in  fact,  been  accomplished  bj 
the  extraordinary  payment  of  more  thaa 
200  millions  of  war  taxes.  This  unexam- 
pled exertion  may  be  considered  as  do 
less  powerfully  co-operating  with  te 
Sinking  Fund,  in  its  other  great  object  of 
the  reduction  of  the  debt,  since  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  debt  to  an  equal  am<Hmt  hai 
thereby  been  avoided. 

These  considerations  may  be  tbon^ 
sufficient  to  point  out  the  general  eiqpe* 
diency  of  any  alteration  of  thq  present  ar- 
rangement of  the  Sickling  Fund,  which, 
without  violating  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  1792,  may  diminish  this  weight  of  tboic 
further  burdens,  which  the  progress  of  tba 
war  may  still  impose  upon  the  nation ;  and 
wiUi  this  view,  it  may  be  proper  to  invert 
to  the  remarkable  period  at  which  the 
redemption  of  the  debt  has  actually  ar^ 
rived. 
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When  the  establishment  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  was  proposed'by  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1786, 
the  debtamounted  to  near  24O»000»000/.  ;^ 
a  soniy  of  which,  few  then  living  ever 
hoped  to  see  the  redemption,  but  which, 
by  the  steady  perseverance  of  parliament, 
in  this  important  measure,  has  already 
been  redeemed. 

It  is  true,  that  this  redemption  has  been 
effected,  not  solely  by  the  operation  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  established  in  1786,  but  in 
great  part  by  the  provision  made  for  the 
redemption  of  loans  since  contracted, 
and  ako  by  the  redemption  of  the  land 
tax,  and,  in  some  degree,  by  the  pur- 
chase of  life  annuities.  These  additional 
exertions  shew  the  spirit  and  perseverance 
with  which  the  original  system  ^as  been 
carried  into  execution,  amidst  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  an  expensive  and  protracted 
warfare.  The  separation,  kept  up,  for 
purposes  of  account,  between  the  original 
Sinking  Fund  of  1786  and  the  additions 
•ubsequently  made  to  it,  is,  however,  only 
nominal ;  it  neither  has  been,  nor  can  be 
attended  to  in  practice;  because  the 
whole  of  the  debt  contracted  since  the 
^tablishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  having 
been  borrowed  upon  the  old  stocks,  and 
no  distinction  made  between  Ae  old  and 
the  new  proprietors,  the  whole  Debt  is 
considered  as  one  indiscriminate  mass,  to 
which  the  purchases  made  by  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  equally  applicable.  No  right  of 
priority  of  redemption  can  exist  in  any 
particular  class  of  stockholders,  nor  can 
any  conditions  of  repayment  be  claimed 
(except  in  the  instance  of  the  five-per- 
cent loan  of  1797)  beyond  those  laid  down 
in  the  Act  of  1792,  under  the  faith  of  which 
all  subsequent  loans  may  be  considered  as 
contracted. 

By  that  act,  provision  is  to  be  made  for 
the  redemption,  within  45  years,  of  all 
I)ebts  subsequently  created ;  and,  within 
this  limit,  parliament  has  the  power  to 
regulate  the  mode  of  the  redemption  at  its 
discretion  ;  and  has  in  fact  exercised  that 
discretion  in  several  instances.         > 

In  the  years  1798,  1799  arid  1800,  for 
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example,  no  provision  was  made  for  the 
immediate  reduction  of  that  part  of  the 
loans  which  was  charged  upon  the  income 
tax ;  but  it  was  intended  that  those  sums 
should  be  redeemed  by  a  prolongation  of 
that  tax  in  time  of  peace.  In  1802,  when 
the  income  tax  was  repealed,  and  other 
funds  were  provided  for  defraying  the  in- 
terest of  these  loans,  it  viras  again  thought 
unnecessary  to  make  immediate  provision 
for  the  redemption  of  the  principal,  which 
was  left  to  be  redeemed  by  the  prolonged 
operation  of  the  Sinking  Funds  already 
existing. 

It  may  therefore  be  considered  as  de- 
cided, not  only  by  the  recorded  opinion, 
but  by  the  established  practice  of  parlia* 
ment,  that  while  provision  is  made,  in  any 
manner,  for  the  redemption  of  each  res- 
pective  portion  of  the  public  Debt,  within 
45  years  from  the  time  of  its  being  created, 
the  enactments  of  the  Act  of  1792  are  com- 
plied with. 

It  would  consequently  be  equally  con- 
sistent with  the  Act  of  1792,  either  to  re- 
deem any  number  of  loans  by  applying  to 
the  separate  redemption  of  each  the  dis- 
tinct  portion  of  Sinking  Fund  created  at 
the  time  of  its  being  contracted,  or  by 
applying  the  whole  fund,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  the  total  redemption  of  the 
first  contracted  loan,  attd  afterwards  to 
that  of  the  several  succeeding  loans  in 
their  respective  order;  so  that  each  of 
them  should  be  redeemed  within  45  years 
from  its  being  raised. 

This  second  mode  would,  however,  be 
attended  with  important  advantages. 

In  the  first  mode,  the  whde  charge  of 
interest  and  Sinking  Fund,  occasioned  by 
any  number  of  successive  loans,  is  appro- 
priated, without  any  possible  relief  to  the 
public,  until  the  whole  of  one  of  the  loans 
shall  be  completely  redeemed  by  the  ex- 
clusive operation  of  the  one*per-cent  ori- 
ginally attached'  to  it ;  which  is  not  likely 
to  happen  in  much  less  than  40  years,  and 
may  exceed  that  term.  But  in  the  latter 
case,  several  of  the  loans  first  contracted 
will,  in  the  event  of  a  war  of  considerable 
duration,  though  much  short  of  40  years, 
have  been  redeemed  previously  to  the  con* 
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cl^^ioll  of  the  war,  and  will  bave  furni^- 
ed|  10  a  consiiierable  extent,  the  means  of 
providing  fqr  a  frpsli  cbsg-ge;  and  this  re- 
source will  be  continually  increasing,  in 
proportion  to  the  duration  of  the  war. 

Another  advantage  will  be,  that  the  re-* 
deroption  of  the  debt,  being  more  gradu- 
ally diffused  over  the  whole  period,  will 
produce  less  alteration  in  the  state  of  pro* 
perty.  This  successive  redemption  is  in- 
deed  a  point  of  no  small  importance  to 
the  regulation  of  the  money-market,  as 
the  rate  of  interest  and  the  value  of  money 
might  be  very  inconveniently  affected,  by 
the  too  rapid  increase  or  the  too  sudden 
reduction  of  the  sums  brought  into  circu- 
lation by  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  should 
not  therefore  be  sufered  to  accumulate 
for  too  long  a  period ;  while,  on  the  other 
band,  it  should  not  be  too  much  ^dimi- 
nished  by  extinguishiag  at  once  too  large 
a  portion  of  the  public  debt.  These  con- 
siderations appear  to  have  occasioned 
that  provision  of  the  original  Sinking  Fund 
Act  of  1786,  by  which  its  accumulation  at 
compound  interest  was  limited  to  four  mih- 
lions;  and  they  will  be  still  more  effisctu- 
ally  provided  for,  by  the  mode  of  succea- 
|ive  redemption,  which  has  been  pointed 
out ;  while  another  advantage,  attending 
U,  would  be,  that  throughout  nearly  the 
whole  period  of  its  operation,  a  much 
smaller  portion  of  the  national  resources 
would  be  occupied  in  providing  for  the 
public  debt. 

The  point  at  which  we  are  now  arrived 
in  the  redemption  of  the  debt,  affords  a 
most  fiEivourable  opportunity  for  the  adop- 
tion of  this  mode ;  which  would  have  been 
originally  preferable,  and  which  the  actual 
duration  of  the  war,  and  the  prospect  of 
ks  possible  further  continuance,  render  at 
present  peculiarly  advantageous. 

Upon  these  principles,  it  is  the  object 
q£  tliis  paper  to  propose  a  Plan,  by  which 
a  gradual  and  equable  reduction  of  debt 
tnay  be  provided  ?or,  with  great  immedi- 
ate advantage  to  the  public. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  enact,  that  the 
debt  first  contracted  sitall  be  deemed  to 
be  first  paid  off';  whether  purchased  by 
tbe  SiokiDg  Food  originally  provided  for 
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its  redemption,  or  by  any  other.  It  has 
already  been  shewn,  that  this  suppodti4ii 
involves  no  absurdity,  the  old  st4Msks  and 
tiie  additions  to  them  being  so  nwed  as 
to  render  all  discrimination  impossibfe; 
and  it  is  surely  very  allowable  in  practice 
to  assume  that  any  given  portion  of  tha 
public  debt  is  discharged,  when  aa  equal 
sum  funded  ip  the  same  secttrifties»  haa 
been  paid  off*. 

A  sum  equal  to  the  capital  of  tbe  whole 

public  debt  existing  ip  1786,  b^viag  aU 

ready  heea  purchased   by  the  comnua* 

sionersy  or  transferred  for  the  redemptm 

of  land  tax,  or  the  purchase  of  life  aA- 

auities,  tlie  execution  of  this  plaa  wSl 

only  require  with  r^srd  either  te  this 

suin»  or  to  any  debt  hereafter  to  be  r^ 

deemed,  that  a  certificate  of  such  re* 

dempt^  shall  be  published  in  the  Ga< 

sette,  and  laid  before  parliament  by  the 

OommissiqneFs;  and  that,  thereofKMi,  tbe 

stock  90  redeemed  and  standing  ia  the 

names  of  the  commissiooejrs,  shall  be  al 

tbe  disposal  of  parliament,  aad  liabh  to 

be  cancelled,  in  such  proportions  and  al 

such  times  as  parliament  may  direct^  to 

such  aa  amount  as  may  be  necessai^  far 

charging,  upon  the  same  aecuiisses,  the 

dividend  and  sinking  fimd  of  aay  loaa 

which  may  have  been  contracted  for  the 

public  service ;  but  that  the  whole  Siak* 

ing  Fund  created  by  the  Act  of  17S6,  or 

by  any  subsequent  Act,  shall  be  conthmcd 

and  applied,  until  the  total  redemptioa  of 

aU  debt  now  existing  or  to  be  created 

during  the  present  war.    Ia  order^  how* 

ever,  effectually  to  secure  the  means  of 

radeeming  all  future  loans  withia  forty* 

I  five  years,  and  to  preserve  a  proper  pro* 

!  portion  between  tbe  Sinking  Cuod'  and 

the  Unredeemed  Debt,  it  will  be  exfiprtieal 

to  enact,  that  wJienever  the  sum  borrowed 

in  any  year  sliall  exceed  the  sun  to  bt 

;  paid  o^  a  sinking  fund  shall  be  providid 

for  the  excess  of  loan,  oquat  to  oae  half  of 

its  mterest ;  and  for  the  remaiodor  of*  the 

I  loan  (or  for  the  wholo»  if  not  exceediog 

the  amount,  to  he  riedeaaaed  withia  the 

year)   a    sinking  fund  of.  oae^na^ooDt* 

conformably  to  the  Aot  of  1793s 

It  may  also  beobserved^  that  aa  this  ap* 
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raogenent  involves  the  repeal  of  those ,  Billi  wHl  ultimately  be  redeemed,  other- 


proviiums  of  the  Act  of  1802,  under 
which  the  whole  Sinking  Fuiid  then  ex- 
isting Iras  directed  to  accumulate  at  com- 
pound interest,  till  the  complete  redemp- 


tion of  the  debt  which  then  remained  un-   then  be  provided. 


wise  than  by  conversion  into  funded 
debt;  in  which  case  the  provision  noir 
made  for  their  redemption,  will  be  an  toi^ 
ticipation  of  the  Sinking  Fund  which  woi^ld 


The  .mode  of  exercising  this  discre- 
tionary power  of  parliament  to  cancel 
such  portions  of  debt  as  shall  have  been 
redeemed^  may  be  varied  as  drcomstances 
may  require ;  but,  during  war,  that  which 
ha»  been  pointed  out,  appears  to  be  mo^t 
generally  advantageous. 

The  effect  of  its  atloption  will  therefor^ 
be  stated  in  the  first  instance ;  after  which 
it  will  be  proper  to  take  a  view  of  the 
most  beneficial  application  of  which  the 
prfnciples  of  the  plan  may  appear  to  b6 
capable  on  the  supposition  of  peace. 

It  is  not  intended  to  offer  any  opinion 
of  t|ie  amount  of  ^e  loans  to  l>e  raised  in 
future  in  the  event  of  the  continuande  of 
the'war:  but  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating 
the  operation  of  the  proposed  Plan  in 
comparison  with  that  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, in  a  variety  of  cases.  Tables  have  been 
annexed,  shewing  the  eflfects  of  e&ch  on 
different  suppositions. 

In  the  first  it  b  assumed  that  the  loans  in 
future,  for  a  great  number  of  years,  will  be 
equal  to  that  raised  in  1812,  which,  includ- 
ing the  Exchequer  Bills  f\inded,  amounted 
to  28,000,000/.  [See  Table  A.  1,  2, 3.] 
To  fund  this  sum  at  5  per  cent  for  four 
years  to  come,  would,  according  to  the 
present  system,  require  the  imposition  of 
n^w  taxes  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
7,500,000/.;  and  in  the  whole,  to  the 
year  1830,  about  which  time  the  debt 
consolidated  in  1802,  would,  at  that  rate 
of  interest,  be  redeemed  by  the  system 
now  existing,  taxes  would  be  required^ 
supposing  the  war  to  last  so  long,  to  the 
amount  of  upwards  of  31,000,000/. 

But  according  to  the  new  Plan,  it  would 
require  no  taxes  for  the  next  four  years, 
except  about  1,100,000/.  in  the  present 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  making  those  im- 
mediate additions  to  the  Sinking  ]^und» 
which  have  been  above  specified:  and' 
in  the  whol6,  to  1830,  only  i^out 
ii  is  not^probable  tfmt  these  [  iSjf)d0fiO0t.  wotdd  be  required. 


redeemed,  it  will  be  proper  to  make  good 
to  the  Sinking  Fund  the.  annual  sum  of 
870,000^.  which  would  have  been  appro* 
priated  to  the  redemption  of  the  different 
sums  provided  for  in  1802,  if  that  consoli- 
dation had  not  taken  place,  and  if  those 
sums  had  been  accompanied  by  the  usual 
Hdeeming  fund  of  oiie*per*ccnt.  And 
nhile,  in  this  respe<^t^  the  proposed  Flan 
will  revert  to  the  original  arrangtnseoU 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  will  also  cmifonn 
to  them  hy  retiimiag,  with  mneb  greater 
advantage^  te  die  principle  of  those  provi- 
tisas,  hy  wfaicli  relief  would  before  this 
tkae  have  been  obtoined  to  the  public  by 
tke  lim^atioB  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  es- 
tablished by  the  Act  of  1786,  and  then 
festricted  in  ?to  accumulation'  te  the  an- 
nual sum  of  four  millions. 

In  connexion  with  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, should  be  mentioned  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  debt  in  unprovided  Exche^ 
quer  Bills,  of  late  years ;  which  may  be 
considered  as  a  departure  from  the  spirit 
ef  the  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1792.  It  was 
certainly  the  intention  of  that  Act,  that 
every  increase  of  public  debt,  except  mere 
temporary  anticipations  of  income,  should 
bave  a  provision  made  for  its  extinction, 
at  the  time  when  it  was  incurred.  But 
large  sums,  now  amounting  in  the  whole 
lo  ^,000^090/.  have  been  raised  at  dif- 
ferent  times,  and  continued  from  year  to 
year,  in  the  shape  of  Exchequer  Bills, 
without  any  provision  fbr  the  extinction 
of  the  d^bt  so  created. 

To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  the 
moet  proper  metliod  appears  to  be,  that  a 
sum  should  be  annually  granted  to  the 
Commissioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 
hFational  Debt,  equal  to  one-percent  on 
M  unprovfded'Exchequer  Bills  outstanding 
tm  the  5tH  of  January  last,  and  should 
continue  to  be.  annually  issued  till  they 
shall '  be  ftlndfed,  or  otherwise  permanently 
pvoriUtedifoIri 
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The  whole  amount  of  the  debt  now 
exbting  would,  by  the  present  mode,  be 
redeemed  about  1845 ;  by  the  new  I^an, 
about  1837. 

The  Sinking  Fund  will  be  much  greater 
according  to  the  present  Plan,  than  by 
that  proposed,  till  about  the  year  18S0, 
when  the  Consolidated  Sinking  Fund  of 
1802  will  fall  in,  and  an  annual  sum  of 
twenty-one  millions  will  be  at  once  taken 
from  it.  Their  subsequent  progress  will 
correspond  more  nearly,  as  Uie  successive 
extinction  of  loans  will  operate  on  both. 
The  new  Plan  will,  however,  continue 
more  equable  and  uniform  in  its  progress. 

If  the  sum  necessary  to  be  raised  should 
exceed  28,000,000/.  the  advantages  of  the 
new  Plan,  in  point  of  taxation,  would  be 
somewhat  diminished;  but  the  redemption 
of  the  existing  debt  would  be  accelerated, 
and  the  Sinking  Fund  would  increase 
more  rapidly ;  and  opposite  effects  would 
of  course  be  produced,  if  the  sums  bor- 
rowed were  diminished,  or  if  they  were 
obtained  at  a  rate  of  interest  below  5/*  per 
cent.  This  is  shewn  by  Tables  pointing 
out  the  effects  of  a  succession  of  loans  of 
25,000,000/.  and  of  12,000,000/.  respec- 
tively, [See  Tables  B.  1,  2,  S,  and  C.  1, 
S,  3.]  which  prove  that  fn  the  latter  case 
no  taxes  would  be  required,  exbept  those 
provided  in  the  first  year,  till  the  com- 
plete redemption  of  the  existing  debt. 

It  may  however  reasonably  be  hoped, 
that  even  in  the  event  of  a  continuance  of 
the  present  rate  of  expence,  the  cessation 
of  the  imposition  of  taxes  for  some  years, 
would  have  a  considerable  effect  in  improv- 
ing the  existing  revenue,  and  consequently 
in  lessening  the  amount  to  be  borrowed. 
This  has  been  in  some  degree  expe- 
rienced even  in  consequence  of  the  par- 
tial relief  from  additional  taxes,  which  has 
taken  place  since  the  year  1806.  It 
should  also  be  remarked,  that  such  a 
saving  of  permanent  taxes  would  create  a 
comparative  facility  of  increasing  the  war 
taxes,  if  such  a  measure  should  be  thought 
advisable,  as  it  probably  may  be  in  the 
event  of  an  increase  of  expence  or  even 
of  any  considerable  duration  of  its  present 
amount.    How  far  this  may  be  expected, 
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it  would  be  rash  to  decide,  and  the  sup* 
position  of  any  particular  sum  is  assumed 
for  illustration  only,  but  it  is  by  no  meant 
essential  to  the  system  itself,  which  will 
be  found  capable  of  being  adapted  to 
every  variety  of  circumstances  which  can 
be  expected  to  arise. 

In  the  event  of  peace,  the  SmUng 
Fund  would  continue  to  accumulate  at 
compound  interest  as  at  present,  walem 
the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  too 
rapid  diminution  of  the  rate  of  interest, 
sliould  induce  parliament  to  interfere  by 
ordering  the  stock  purchased  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  be  cancelled.  This  kind  of 
interruption  is  not  however  peculiar  to 
the  new  system ;  but  must  equally  take 
place  under  tlie  present  mode  of  redemp- 
tion, whenever  its  progress  should  be 
found  to  be  too  rapid.  In  case  the  pre- 
sent mode  of  redemption  should  be  ad- 
hered to,  such  a  change,  whenever  h 
might  take  place,  would,  however,  be  at- 
tended with  the  disadvantage  of  appearing 
to  be  a  deviation  from  the  establisfaed 
principles  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  wbUe  in 
the  former  it  would  obviously  be  a  conae- 
quence  flowing  from  them.  In  either 
case  it  is  highly  important  that  sufficient 
security  should  be  preserved  for  the  ul- 
timate redemption  of  the  debt  within  45 
years  from  its  creation,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1792* 

But  the  principal  advantage  of  the  pro- 
posed Plan,  in  time  of  peace,  would  be 
the  facility  of  keeping  in  reserve  the 
means  of  funding  a  large  sum  (suppose 
100,000,000/.)  as  a  resource  in  case  of 
the  renewal  of  hostilities. 
.  This  fund,  which  would  be  formed  in  a 
few  years  by  the  redeemed  stock  standing 
in  the  names  of  the  Commissioners,  would 
be  continually  increasing,,  unless  checked 
in  the  manner  above  jnen tinned ;  and  in 
no  case  should  it  be  reduced  below  such  a 
sum  as  may  be  thought  amply  sufficient 
to  support  the  confidence  of  the  country 
at  home,  and  to  maintain  its  dignity 
abroad.  It  would,  indeed,  be  such  a  trea* 
sure,  as  no  otlier  country  has  ever  poa- 
sessed,  and  the  first  example  of  an  im- 
mense accumulation  of  public  prop^rtgr^ 
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formed  without  the  impoverishment  of  an^ 
individual,  or  any  embSarrassment  of  the 
general  circulation. — For  the  sake  of  illus- 
trating this  part  of  the  subject,  a  Table  is 
annexed,  which  shews  the  application  of 
the  Plan  to  alternate  periods  of  war  and 
peace,     [See  Table  D.  1, 2,  3.] 

It  may  be  observed,  in  favour  of  this 
Plan,  that  it  is  less  liable  than  any  other 
modification  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be 
abused  as  a  precedent  for  encroachment 
upon  it ;  not  only  because  it  arises  out  of 
the  principles  of  the  Sinking  Fund  itself, 
but  because  it  turns  entirely  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  stock  purchased  by  the  Com- 
missioners, which  must,  in  any  possible 
arrangement  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  be  can- 
celled, sooner  or  later ;  the  only  question 
being  as  to  time  and  mode. 

In  considering  this  subject,  we  must  not 
forget  that  the  great  and  ultimate  object 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  is,  to  relieve  the  na- 
tion from  the  burden  of  taxes  which  would 
be  entailed  upon  it  by  the  indefinite  ex- 
tension of  the  public  debt.  It  answers 
other  collateral  purposes  of  considerable 
importance ;  but  this  is  its  direct  and  im- 
mediate object.  Now,  as  it  cannot  be  less 
important  to  prevent  the  immediate  in- 
crease of  taxes,  than  to  provide  for  theii 
future  possible  reduction,  that  would  8een\, 
to  be  the  best  arrangement  of  a  Sinking 
Fund,  which,  while  it  provided  for  the  ul- 
timate discharge  of  debt  within  a  certain 
moderate  period,  afforded  the  earliest 
relief  to  the  public,  and  limited  the  maxi- 
mum of  total  charge  within  the  narrowest 
compass. 

Such  are  the  leading  considerations 
which  have  suggested  the  foregoing  Plan, 
and  the  objects  wjiich  it  has  been  intended 
to  effect.  There  is,  however,  no  wish  to 
disguise  the  weight,  which  the  political 
circumstbnces  of  die  present  moment  have 
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had  in  recommending  it ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, a  very  confident  persuasion,  that  the 
more  fully  those  circumstances  are  inves- 
tigated, the  more  they  will  be  found  to 
enforce  the  expediency  of  such  a  system. 


The  following  Tables,  marked  A.  1.— « 
A.  2.— A.  S.    B.  1.— B.  2 B,  S. 

C.  1 — C.  2.— C.  S.    D.  1.— D.  2 

D.  3,  are  intended  to  give  a  com- 
parative View  of  The  Existing  Sys- 
tem, ^nd  The  Proposed  Plan; 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  Amount  of 
Taxes  to  be  imposed  in  each  Year, 
—The  Amount  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  in  each  Year, — and.  The  suc- 
cessive Redemption  of  all  Funded 
Debt — on  different  Supposition^. 

Those  parts  of  tliem  which  relate  to  the 
proposed  Plan,  all  assume  that  an  annual 
sum  of  867,963/.  equal  tp  ope  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  of  the  stock  provided  for  in 
1802,  and  on  which  no  Sinking  Fund  was 
then  created,  will  be  added  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  provided  for  by  new  perma- 
nent tax^s:  and  also,  that  260,000/.  a 
year  will  be  added  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
in  respect  of  unprovided  Exchequer  Bills* 
This  latter  sum  is  supposed  to  be  supplied 
by  new  war  taxes,  to  an  equal  amount ; 
and  these  sums  together  make  up  the 
amount  of  1,1279963/.  for  which  taxes  are 
stated  in  the  Tables  to  be  provided  in  the 
first  year  of  the  new  Plan. 

The  several  loans  (except  in  Table  C.) 
are  supposed  to  be  raised  at  5  per  cent, 
interest,  with  a  Sinking  Fund  equal  to 
one-third  of  the  interest,  being  the  pro- 
portion applicable,  according  to  the  Act 
of  1792,  to  a  3  per  cent,  stock,  except  in 
those  cases,  in  which,  by  the  proposed 
Plan,  a  larger  Sinking  Fund  is  required. 
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Table,  A.  1. 

Estimated  Annual  Mid  Total  Amount  of  Nbw  Taxbs,  to  be  imposed  iko- 

cording  to  the  ExUting  System,  and  according  to  the  Proposed  Flan  ;  on  the 

Supposition  of  Annual  Loans  of  £.  28,00CS00O  at  «f .  5  per  cent,  until  the  Re- 

demption of  all  Funded  Debt  created  prior  to  1818. 

EXISTING  SYSTEM. 

PROPOSED   PLAN. 

EXCESS 
of 

AnooBl  of  tbe 

TAXES, 
aoeoniiiig  to 

EiLoeM  of  TuLM, 
•ooordSngtB 

I 

V 

/■ 

> 

AnuuaL 

TctaL 

Anniud. 

Total 

TbeE&wUiag 

TbeBsu^iBg 

' 

System. 

Sjralen.. 

181S 

1,866,666 

1,866,666 

'  1,127,963 

1,1^,963 

738,703 

— «  * 

1814 

1,866,66^ 

3,733,33® 

.    .    « 

1,127,963 

2,605,369 

3,344,Crr2 

1815 

;  1,866,666 

5,599,998 

-    -    . 

1,127,963 

M72,035 

7,816,107 

1816 

1,866.666 

7,466,664 

•    •    « 

1,127,963 

6,338,701 

14,154,808 

.1817 

1,866,666 

9^333,330 

1,290,206 

2,418,169 

6,915,161 

21,069,969 

1818 

1,866,666 

11,199,996 

676,775 

3,094,944 

8,105,052 

29,175,021 

1819 

1,866,666 

13,066,662 

2,008,333 

5,103,277 

7,963,385 

37,138,406 

1820 

1,866,666 

14,933,328 

1,995,833 

7,099,110 

7,834,218 

44,972,6» 

•1821 

1,806^000 

16,733,328 

•■  1,987,500 

9,086,610 

7,646,718 

52,619,542 

1^22 

1300,000 

18,533,328 

-    .    . 

9,086,610 

9,446,718 

62,066,060 

1823 

1,800,000 

20,333»328 

624,431 

9,711,041 

10,622,287 

72,688,347 

1824 

1,800,000 

22,133,328 

1,158,356 

10,869,397 

11,263,931 

83,952,278 

•1825 

1,800,000 

23,933,328 

1,979,166 

12,848,563 

11,084,765 

95,0S7,(H3 

1826 

'  1,800,000 

25,733,328 

1,095,316 

13,943^879 

11,789*449 

106,836398 

1827 

•1300^000 

27,563,328 

618,013 

14,561,892 

J2,971,436 

119,7974^ 

18@8 

1,800,000 

29,383,328 

1,962,500 

16,524,392 

12,808,936 

1S2,606>86# 

1829 

1,800,000 

31,133,328 

210,342 

16,734,73^ 

14,398,594 

147,005,468 

1830 

-    -    - 

31,133,328 

1,326,662 

18,061,396 

13,071,992 

— 

1831 

... 

31,133,328 

'    886,706 

18,948,102 

12,185,226 

- 

1832 

... 

31,133,328 

1,045,266 

19,993,368 

11,139,960 

— « 

1833 

... 

31,138,328. 

724,656 

20,718,024 

10,415,304 

.*« 

1934^ 

-    -    - 

31,133,3^ 

;  1,068,288 

21,786,312 

9,347,016 

m^ 

1835 

!      "       "       * 

31,133,328 

1,163,211 

22,949,523 

8,183,805 

-. 

1836 

•       •       - 

31,133,328 

972,766 

23,922,289 

7,211,039 

_ 

1837 

"       -       • 

31,133,328 

434,563 

24,356,852 

6,776,476 

— 

♦  In  1821,  the  War  Taxes  pledged  for  the  Loan  of  1807  will,  according  to  the 

Existing  System  at  £.  5  per  cent,  be  set  at  liberty  by  the  Redemption  of  that  Loao^ 

and  again  become  applicable  to  the  Service  of  the  year.    The  future  Annual 

Loans  are  therefore  reduced  to  <£.  27,000,000  and  the  Charge  thereby  occasioned 

to  £.  1,800,000;  and  from  the  year  1829,  it  is  supposed  that  the  Loans  will  be 

charged  upon  the  Funds  appropriated  to  the  Consolidated  Sinking  Fund  of  1802, 

which  will  fall  in  in  1830,  and  the  several  Loans  which  will  fall  in  after  that  year; 

and  therefore  no  further  Taxes  will  be  necessary. 
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^  Table,  A.  2. 

Estimated  Amount  of  the  Sinkikq  Fund, 
at  the  Ist  of  August  in  each  Year,  ac- 
cording to  the  Existing  Ststemi  and 
according  to  the  Proposed  Plan,  upon 
the  foregoing  Suppositions 


1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 

1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
fl8S0 

1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 

1841 
1842 
184S 
1844 
1845 


lEaAitingS^eM* 


13,269,958 
14,423,455 
15,634,627 
16,906,357 
18,241,674 
19,643,757 
21,115,944 
22,661,740 

23,090,971 
24,718,019 
26,426,419 
28,220,239 
30,103,750 
32,081,437 
34,158,008 
36,338,408 
38,627,828 
19,745,200 

21,204,960 
22,094,571 
23,671,799 
23,063,828 
23,494,319 
25,141,534 
26,858,638 
«8,674,069 
30,580,272 
32,581,785 

34,683,374 
36,890,042 
37,158,317 
36,822,317 
37,953,346 


PropotedVUm* 


14,397,921 
13,647,817 
12r860,207 
12,033,217 
11,164,677 
11,607,837 
11,428,842 
12,639,033 

13,896,609 
15,208,314 
14,498,729 
14,409,318 
14,876,057 
16,227,984 
16,719,465 
16,734,351 
18,161,693 
17,820,636 

18,634,662 
19,027,436 
19,606,337 
19,877,542 
20,523,121 
21,300,648 
21,917,084 


f  In  1830,  the  Sinking  Fund^  according 
to  the  Existing  Sjrstem,  is  reduced  from 
«£*.41,031,719,  Its  amount  on  the  1st  Au- 
gust of  that  year,  to  £.  19,745,200  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Redemption  of  the  Debts 
consolidated  by  the  Act  of  1802. 

A  reduction  of  a  shnilar  nature,  but  of 
smaller  amount,  takes  placeon  the  Redemp- 
tion of  each  subsequent  Loan,  the  Period  of 
which  may  be  found  in  Table,  A.  3. 


(VQUXUY.)^Appwik. 


Table,  A 

.  3. 

Statement  of  the  Periods  of  Re- 

demption of  the  Funded  Debt 

contracted  prior  to    1813,  ac- 

cording to  the  Existing  System, 
and  according  to  the  Proposed 

Plan;  continuing  the  foregoing 

Suppositions. 

IjOANS. 

Exiiting 
System. 

Propowd 
Ptm. 

All  prior  to  -  1793 

1830 

1813 

Loan  of  -  -  -  1793 

ditto 

1813 

1794 

ditto 

1814 

1795 

ditto 

1816 

1796 

ditto 

1818 

1797 

ditto 

1822 

1798 

ditto 

1823 

1799 

ditto 

1824 

1800 

ditto 

1826 

1801 

ditto 

1827 

1802 

ditto 

1829 

1803 

1832 

1829 

1804 

1834 

1880 

1805 

1834 

1831 

1806 

1835 

1832 

g  rWar  Tax  Loan 
S  1  Supply  Loan  . 

1821 

1833 

1837 

1833 

1808 

1844 

1833 

*    1809 

1843 

1834 

1810 

1843 

1835 

1811 

1845 

1836 

1812 

1844 

1837 

N,B.  Siqiposing  no  fiicther  Loans 

to  be  contracted  after  the  total  Re- 

demption of  the  Debt  existing  prior 

to  1813,  and  the  Redemption  of 

Debt  to  proceed  thenceforward  at 

^.3  per  cent  compound  interest, 
the  D6bt  i^emainmg  unredeemed 

in  the  year  1845,  accordinglo  the 

Existing  System,  would  be  wholly 

redeemed  m  the  year  1891. 

And  the  Debt  remaining  unre- 

deemed in  1837,  according  to  the 

Proposed  Plan,  would  be  wholly 

redeemed  in  the  year  1870* 

"■ris:^.ri^  «««*«• 

(^J 
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Table,  B.  1. 


Ettimated  Anvual  and  Total  Amount  of  H^y^  Taxis,  to  b^  Unpoied  accori- 
iDg  to  the  Existing  System ,  and  according  to  the  Propos^  Plan;  on  the  Sop- 
position  of  ADDual  Loans  of  25  Millioi^s  ^t  ^.5  per  cemi;^n9,  until  ti^  Red^ 
tion  of  all  Funded  Debt  created  prior  to  1^13. N*  B.  In  this,  and  the  fol- 
lowing Tablets,  it  has  not  b^n  thought  necessary  to  make  i^Wwaace  in  the  cil- 
culationa  which  relate  to  the  Prqposed  Plan,  for  the  application  within  the  first 
Tear  of  the  Per-Centi^e  provided  for  each  Loan ;  the  operation  of  which  hu, 
however,  been  attended  to  in  Table  A.  and  throughout  ^  the  calpahtioos  re- 
specting the  Existing  System. 


EXISTING  SYSTEM. 


jMnuoL 


TfftaL 


PROPOSED  PLAN. 


7«r<a. 


EXCESS 

of 

TAXES, 

acQording  to 

The  i^xisting 

Sjtteui. 


ExoottoflVu^ 
accprdiagto 

SjHea 


1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 

•1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 

1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 


1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 
1,666,666 

1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 


1,666,666 
3,333,332 
4,999,998 
6,666,664 
8,333,330 
9,999,996 
11,666,1362 
13,333,328 

14,933,328 
16,533,328 
18,133,328 
19,733,328 
21,333,328 
22,933,328 
24,533,328 
26,13?,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 

27,733,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,328 
27,733,32^ 
27,733,328 


1,127,963 


156,872 

455,942 

1,787,500 

1,779,166 

1,766,66a 

1,086,931 
858,333 
933,35a 
882,816 

1,750,000 
397,179 

1,741,666 


l,099,504i 
670,039 
832,766 
1,147,940 
1,080,882 
843,288 
942,378 
747,766 
209,563 


1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,284,835 
1,740,777 
3,528,277 
5,307,443 

7,074,109 

7,074,109 

8,161,040 

9,019,373 

9,952,729 

10,835,545 

12,585,545 

12,982,724 

14,724,390 

14,724,390 

15,823,894 
16,493,933 
17,326,699 
18,474,639 
19,555,521 
20,398,809 
21,341,187 
22,088,953 
22,298,516 


536,703 
2,20i5,369 
3,872,035 
5,538,701 
7,048,495 
8,259,219 
8,138,385 
8,025,885 

7,859,219 
9,459,219 
9,972,288 
10,718,955 
11,380,599 
12,097,788 
1 1,947,78a 
13,150,604 
13,008,938 
13,008,938 

11,909,434 
11,239,395 
10,406,629 
9,258,689 
8,177,807 
7,334,519 
6,392,141 
5,644,375 
5,434,812 


2,744,07« 
6,616,107 
12,154,808 
19,208,30J 
27,462,538 
35,600^ 
43,626,79?) 

61,486,011 

60,945,2» 

70.917,518 

81,631,475 

9S,012/« 

105,109,855 

117,057^638 

180,«06,»« 

143,S17,1«) 


*  In  1821,  the  War  Taxes  pl/edged  for  the  Loan  of  1807  will,  according  to  Ae 
Existing  System  at  ^.5  per  centum,  be  set  at  liberty  by  the  Redemption  of  tW 
Loan,  and  again  become  applicable  to  the  Service  ot  the  year.  The  fiiture  tnoujl 
Loans  are  therefore  reduced  to  JE.  24,000,000  and  the  Charge  thweby  o^c***?"^ 
to  £.  1,600,000;  and  from  the  year  1829,  it  is  aupooMd  that  the  Loans  wfllw 
chaised  upon  the  Funds  appropriated  to  the  consolidated  Sinking  Fund  of  iWi 
whiOi  will  fall  in  in  1830,  and  we  several  Loans  which  will  M  lA  after  tbat  Jen; 
and  therefore  no  further  Taxes  will  be  necessary* 
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Table,  B.  3. 


Eidteated  Amount  of  the  SiNkfKO  Pokd 
ikt  the  1st  of  Ausust  Id  each  T^af,  ac- 
cording to  the  Existing  Systenly  ilnd 
according  to  the  Proposed  Flam  ;  upon 
Uie  foregoing  l^uppositions. 


1818 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 

1821 
1822 
1823 
1824. 
1825 
1826 
1827 
182S 
1829 
1^30 

1831 
1832 
1B3S 
1834 
1835 
1TO6 
1837 
1B38 
1839 
l6W 

1841 
1842 
1S43 
1844 
1845 


Eansting^ei 


13,269,958 
14,370,955 
15,527,002 
16,740,851 
18,015,392 
19,353,660 
20,758,842 
22,234,^3 

22,589,641 
24,139,123 
25,766,079 
27,474,382 
29,268,101 
31,151,506 
33^129,081 
35,205,535 
37,385,811 
18,388,582 

19,728,011 
20,491,274 
21,935,837 
21,188,568 
21,472,796 
22,966,435 
24,522,284 
26,168,398 
27,896,817 
29,711,657 

31,^17,239 
33,618,100 
33,670,278 
33,107,376 
34,000,158 


PnpoiedPlanA 


14,397,^1 
13,779,900 
13,130,770 
12,448,975 
11,732,675 
11,145,063 
10,841,888 
11,921,482 

13,046,722 
14,215,724 
13,588,593 
14,071,175 
14,338,066 
14,697,076 
15,021,178 
16,272,236 
16,165,802 
17,465,758 

17,002,379 
17,670,310 
17,920,90^ 
18,354,899 
19,141,730 
19,897,909 
20,442,631 
21,118,842 
21,624,938 


If 

■n- 


In  1836,  the  Sinking  Fund,  according 
to  the  Existing  System,  is  reduced  from 
<£.  39^675,101  to  £.  18,388,582  in  conse- 
quence of  the  RedeiMption .  of  the  Debts' 
consoKdated  by  the  Act  of  18M}2. 

A  reduction  of  a  similar  nature,  but  of 
smaller  amount,  tak^  place  on  the  Re- 
demption of  each  subsequent  Loan,  the 
Period  of  which  may  be  found  in  Table, 
A.  3. 


Table,  B.  3. 


Statemeht  of  the  Periods  of  Rip- 
demptidn  of  the  Funded  De^t 
contracted  prior  to  1813,  ac- 
cording 10  the  Existing  System, 
and  according  to  the  Proposed 
Plan ;  oontinuing  the  foregoing 
Suppositions. 


LOANS. 


All  prior  to  -  1793 

Loan  of 1793 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 

1801 

1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 

War  Tax  Loan 
Supply  Loan   - 

1808 

1809 
1810 

1811 
1812 


Existing 
System. 


Proposed 
Plmi. 


I{ 


1850 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
1832 
1834 
1834 
1835 

1821 
1837 

1844 

1843 
1843 

1845 
1844 


1813 

1813 

1814 
1816 
1818 
1822 
1824 
1825 
1826 

1828 
1830 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 

1834 
1834 

1835 

1836 
1837 

1838 
1839 


N.B.  Supposing  nofurther  Loans 
to  be  contracted  after  tfie  total  Re- 
demptiob  of  the  Debt  existing  prior 
to  1813,  and  the  Redemption  of 
Debt  to' proceed  thenceforward  at 
£.  3  per  cent,  compound  interest, 
the  Debt  remaining  unredeemed, 
in  the  year  1845,  according  to  the 
Existing  System,  would  be  wholly 
redeemed  m  the  year  1891. 

And  the  Debt  remaining  unre- 
deemed in  1839,  according  to  the 
Proposed  Plan,  would  be  wholly 
redeemed  in  the  year  1872. 


National  Debt  Cffice, 
Feb.  fiSth,  ISIS. 


} 


S.  HIGH  AM, 
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Table,  C.  L 


Estimated  Ankual  and  Total  Amount  of  New  Taxbs,  to  be  ioipaaed  acoordip^  to 
the  Existing  System,  and  accordlag  to  the  Proposed  f^AN ;  on  the  Soppoattioo  of 
Annual  Loans  of  12  MiUiona  at  «£.3  por  cent  m^  the  Redemptiaii  or  all  Fuaded 
Debt  created  prior  to  1813» 


SXI8TING 

STaTBM. 


AwmaL 


TataL 


PROPOSED 
PLAN. 


Totd. 


BXGB8S 

<4 
TAXES, 
aooordiiig 

to 


EXCESS 

of 
TAXES, 
aocofduf 
to 
TI10 


Plm, 


Agfragate 
AsoMtof 

moniitig  to 

Sy$tem. 


Hi 

?|5 


^.5 


813 
8U 
815 
816 
817 
818 
819 
820 

821 

822 
82S 
824 
825 
826 
827 
828 
829 
830 

831 
832 
833 
834 
835 
836 
837 
838 
839 
340 


480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 

480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
480,000 
440,000 
440,000 
440,000 
440,000 
440,000 


480,00d 
960,000 
1,440,000 
1,920,000 
2,400,000 
2,880,000 
3,360,000 
3,840,000 

4,320,000 
4,800,000 
5,280,000 
5,76O,OQ0 
6,240,000 
6,680,000 
7,120,000 
7,560,000 
8,000,000 
8,444,000 


1,127,968 


440,00Q 

440,000 

440,000 

440,000  lOj 

440,600 10, 

440,000 

440,000 

440,000 

440,000 

440,000 


8,880,000 

9,320,000 

9,760,000 

►,200,000 

>,640,000 

11,080,000 

11,520,000 

11,960,000 

13,400,000 

12,840,000 


1,127,968 
1,127,963 
1^127,968 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 

1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1.127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,968 
1,127,963 
1,127,968 


812,037 
792,037 
1,272,037 
1,752,037 
2,232,037 
2,712,037 

8,192,037 
8,672,037 
4,152,037 
4,632,037 
5,122,037 
5,552,037 
5,992,037 
6,432,037 
6,872,037 
7,312,037 


647,963 
167,968 


1,127,963 

1,127,963 

1,127,963 

1,127,968 

1,127,968 

1,127,963 

1,127,963 10, 

1,127,963  10, 

1,127,96811 

1,127,968111 


7,752,037 

8,192,087 

8,632,037 

9,072,037 

9,512,037 

9,952,087 

1,392,037 

,832,037 

,272,037 

,712,037 


288,148 
1,560,185 
8,812,222 
5,544,259 
8,256,296 

11,448,333 
15,120,870 
19,972,407 

29,016,481 
34,568,518 
40,560,555 
46,992,592 
53,864,629 
61,176,666 

68,928,703 

77,120,740 

85,752,777 

94,824,814 

104,386,851 

114,288,888 

124,680,925 

135,512,962 

146,784,999 

158,497,036 


647,968 
815,926 
K)5,88S 


*  In  1826,  the  War  Taxes  pledged  for  the  Loan  1807  will,  according  to  the  Exist- 
)g  System  at  £.  3  per  cent,  be  set  at  liberty  by  the  Redemption  of  that  Loan,  and 
7ain  become  applicable  to  the  Service  of  the  year.  The  future  annual  Loans  are  there- 
)re  reduced  to  £.  1 1,006,000,  and  the  Charge  thereby  occasioned  to  £.  440,000 ;  and 
cm  the  year  1840,  it  is  supposed  that  the  Loans  will  be  charged  upon  the  Funds  ap- 
ropriated  to  the  Consolidated  Sinking  Fund  of  1802,  which  will  fall  in  in  1841,  aod 
ic  several  Loans  which  will  fall  in  after  that  year;  and  therefore  no  further  Taxes 
ill  be  necessary. 

The  rate  of  Jt.  3  per  cent;  is  assumed  on  the  abovementioned  suppositions,  as  shew- 
ig  nearly  the  lates^  period  to  which  the  Redemption  could  be  protracted,  accordii^ 
)  the  Proposed  Plan.     /" 
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Table,  C.  2.— £»timated  Amount  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  at  the  Ist  of  Au^^ust  in  each 
Year,  according  to  the  Existing  System,, 
and  according  to  the  Proposed  Plan ;  upon 
the  foregoing  Suppositions. 


13,658,30914,322,111 


1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 16,499: 

182017, 


1821 

1822118. 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

1860 

1861 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 


Emtting    I    Ptvpo$ed 
Syttem,     [       Plan* 


13,140,495 


14,268,458 


14,191,658 
14,741,007 
15,806,837 
15,889,642 
>,931 

,108,228 
17,745,074 

1,401,026 
19,076,656 
19,772,555 
20,489,331 
20,033,755 
20,748,067 
21,483,808 
22,241,622 
23,022,170 
23,826,135 
24,654,219 
25,507,145 
26,385,659 
27,290,528 
28,222,543 
29,182,519 
30,171,294 


32,238,723 
12,032,665 
12,506,944 
12,995,452 
12,855,478 
13,354,442 
13,868,375 
12,133,666 
12,610,975 
13,102,604 
12,413,782 
12,899,495 
13,399,779 
13,902,600 
14,432,978 
14,979,267 
15,541,945 
16,121,503 
16,718,448 
17,333,301 
17,966,600 
18,618,898 
18,206,103 
17,901,520 
16,658,166 
16,498,494 
15,924,162 


14,377>&74 
14,434,295 
14,492,923 
14,553,310 
14,615,509 
14,679,574 
14,745,561 
14,813,527 
14,883,532 
14,955,637 
15,029,906 
15,106,403 
15,185,195 
15,266,350 
15,349,940 
15,436,038 
15,524,719 
15,616,060 
15,710,14.1 
15,807,045 
15,906,856 
16,009,661 
16,115,550 
16,224,616 


31,189,732  16,336,954 


•  Tliroaglioat  Uiis 
OoItiiMi,  tlM  Snikiug 
Fand  u  ihewn  as  in- 
creased  by  the  addi- 
Uon  of  £.1M7,96S 
proposed  to  be  made 
in  the  present  year. 


16,452,662 
16,571,841 
16,694,596 
16,821,033 
16,951,263 
17,085,400 
17,223,562 
17,365,868 
17,512,444 
17,663,417 
17,818,919 
17,979,086 
18,144,058 
18,313,979 
18,488,998 


.  -  In  1841,  the  Sink- 
ing Fmd,  aooording 
to  the  Kiisting  Sys- 
tem, is  reduced  from 
<f .  53,519,164  .  to 
£.lft,099t665  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Re- 
demption of  the  Debt9 
consolidated  by  the 
Act  of  1802.— A  Re- 
daction of  a  sSnlilar 
nature,  bot  of  smaller 
amount,  takes  place 
on  the  Redemption  of 
each  subsequent  Loan, 
the  Period  of  which 
may  be  found  in  Ta- 
ble, C.  3. 


TABLE,  €•  3 Statement  of 

the  Periods  of  Redemption  of 
the  Funded  Dbbt  contracted 
prior  to  1813,  accordine  to 
the  Existing  System,, ana  ac- 
cording to  tne  Proposed  Plan ; 
continuing  the  foregoing  Sap- 
positions. 


LOANS. 


All  prior  to 
Loan  of  -  - 


1793 

1793 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 


Exitting 
System, 


Propoied 
Plan. 


1800  ditto 


1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 


g  rWarTaxLoan 
2  1  Supply  Loan 


1808 
1809 
1810 

1811 
18121 


1841 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
1844 
1847 
1847 
1850 

1826 
1853 

1865 
1862 
1863 

1866 
1864 


1814 

1814 

1815 
1817 
1821 
1826 
1828 
1830 
1832 

1835 
18S8 
1839 
1840 
1842 
1844 

1845 
1845 

1846 
1848 
1850 

1851 
1654 


N.B.  Supposing  no  further 
Loans  to  be  contracted  after  the 
total  Redemption  of  the  Debt 
existing  prior  to  1813,  and  the 
Redemption  of  Debt  to  proceed 
thenceforward  at  <£.  3  per  cent, 
compound  interest,  theDebt  re- 
maining'unredeemed,  in  the  year 
1866,  according  to  the  Existing 
System,  would  be  wholly  re- 
deemed in  the  year  1912. 

And  the  Debt  remahiing  un- 
redeemed in  1854,  according  to 
the  Proposed  Plan,  would  be 
wholly  redeemed  in  the  year 
1875. 


te'r2:?8^i^"^«H^M. 
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Table,  D.  1. 


Eitimated  AmruAL  and  Total  Amount  of  New  Taxes,  to  b^  iApobeA  ac- 
cording to  the  Existing  System,  and  according  to  the  PrO[k»ed  Plan  \  on  tfie 
Supposition  of  the  continuance  of  War  until  the  year  1820,  and  from  tbence  to 
be  succeeded  bj  aifeemate  Periods  of  Ten  Yean  of  Peace  and  Waf.— Amoia 
Loans  of  £.  25,000,000  at  £.  5  per  centum  during  War :  Intereat  at  jf.  4  per 
centum  during  Peace. 


EXISTING  SYSTEM. 


AnmutL 


TotaL 


PROPOSED   PLAN. 


AwiuaL 


TataL 


EXCESS 

TAXES, 
aceordiBg  ta 
TlieExUdiig 

SjKtem'. 


Bi«mt  of  tfe 

ExceMofnaa, 

aoconliBgtD 

Tbe  BxiMiBf 

System. 


1813 1,666,666 
1^14  1,666,666 
18151,666,666 
18161,666.666 
18 1?,1, 666,666 
1818;i,6(>6,666 
1819|1,666,666 


1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 


18301,600,000 
1831,1,600,000 

1832  - 

1833  . 

1834  - 

1835  - 

1836  - 

1837  - 


1838 


1839. 
vl 


1,666,666 
3,333,332 
4,999,998 
6,666,664 
8,333,330 
9,999,996 
11,666,662 

11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,664 
11,606,664 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 
11,666,662 

13,266,662 
1y,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866»662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 
14,866,662 


1,127,963 


156,872 

455,942 

1,787,500 


917,199 

1,118,382 

880,788 

979,878 


1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,127,963 
1,284,835 
1,740,777 
3,528,277 

3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 

3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
3,528,277 
4,445,476 
5,563,858 

0,vvV)D40 

7,424,524 


5S8,708 
2,205,369 
3,872,035 
5,5319,701 
7,048,4^5 
8,259,219 
8,138,385 

8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 
8,138,385 

9,738,385 

11,338^385 
11,33^385 
11,338,385 
1>338;385 
0,421,186 
9,302^804 
8,422^016 
7,442^138 


2,744,072 
6,616,107 
12,154,808 
19,203,305 
^,462,522 
35,600,907 

43,739,2« 

51,877,m 

eOyOisjm 

68,154,447 

76,292,832 

84,431,217 

92,569,602 

100,707,987 

108,846,372 

116,984,757 

126,723,142 
138,061^47 


*  In  1821,  the  War  Taxes  pledged  for  the  Loan  of  1807  wOl,  according  to  the 
Existing  System  at  .f  •  ^  per  cent,  be  set  at  liberty  by  the  Redemption  of  that  Loal^ 
and  again  become  applicable  to  the  Service  of  the. year.  The  future  Anniial 
Loans  are  therefore  reduced  to  £.  24,000,000  and  the  Charge  therebv  occainaaed 
to  «£.  1,600,000;  and  from  the  jrear  1831,  it  is  supposed  that  the  Loans  will  be 
charged  upon  the  Funds  appropriated  to  the  Consolidated  Sinking  Fimd  of  180% 
which  will  fall  in  in  1832,  and  the  several  Loans  which  will  fidl  in  after  that  year; 
and  therefore  no  fhrther  Ttoes  will  be  necessary. 
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TABLE,  D.  2, Estimated  Amount  of 

the  Sinking  Fund  at  the  Ist  of  August 
in  each  Year,  according  to  the  Existing 
System,  and  according  to  the  Proposed 
Plan,  upon  the  for^omg  Suppositions. 


Exiitmg  SytUm, 


1815 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 

1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 


1829 
1830 

J831 
^M832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 

1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 


13,269,958 
14,370,955 
15,527,002 
16,740,851 
18,015,392 
19,353,660 
20,758,842 
22,234,283 

21,929,799 
22,806,990 
23,719,269 
24,668,039 
25,654,760 
26,680,950 
27,748,188 
28,858,115 
30,012,439 
31,212,936 

33,193,582 
13,986,742 
15,106,079 
15,638,245 
16,003,485 
15,796,271 
15,810,884 
17,021,428 
18,280,027 
19,614,028 

20,398,589 
21,214,532 
82,063,113 
22,945,637 
23,863,462 
22,769,273 
21,786,344 
21,885,081 
21,577,898 


PnpotedPUm,* 


14,397,921 
13,779,900 
13,130,770 
12,448,975 
11,732,673 
11,145,063 
10,841,888 
11,921,482 

12,398,341 
12,894,274 
13,410,044 
13,946,445 
14,504,302 
15,084,474 
15,687,852 
16,315,366 
16,967,980 
17,646,699 

17,192,575 
16,715,537 
16,214,438 
15,688,076 
15,135,188 
14,554,447 
14,907,520 
15,489,488 
15,851.,289 
16,335,433 

16,988,850 
17,668,404 
18,375,140 


f  In  1832,  the  Sinking  Fund,  according 
to  the  Existing  System,  is  reduced  from 
£.  35,273,261,  to  £.  13,986,742  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Redemption  of  the  Debts 
consolidated  by  the  Act  of  1802. 

A  reduction  of  a  similar  nature,  but  of 
sminier  amount,  takes  place  on  Uie  Re- 
demption of  each  subsequent  Loan,  the 
Period  of  which  may  be  found  in  Table, 

C.d. 


TABLE,  D.  3. Statement  of 

Uie  Periods  of  Redemption  of 
the  Funded  Debt  contracted 
prior  to  1813,  according  to  the 
Existing  System,  and  according 
to  the  Proposed  I^an ;  continu- 
ing the  foregoing  Suppositions. 


LOANS. 


All  prior  to  -  1793 

Loan  of  -  -  1793 

1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 

1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 

S  rWar  Tax  Loan 
§  (Supply  Loan  - 

1808 
1809 
1810 

1811 
1812 


Exitting 
Sjfitem, 


Prctpoied 
PUm. 


1832 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 

1821 
1839 

1848 
1846 
1846 

1849 

1847 


1813 

1813 

1814 
1816 
1818 
1823 
1825 
1826 
1828 

1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 

1836 
1836 

1837 
1838 
1839 

1841 
1843 


N.B.  Suppodngno  further  Loan3 
to  be  contracted  after  the  total  re- 
demption of  the  Debt  existing  prior 
to  1813,  and  the  redemption  of 
Dd[>t  to  proceed  thenceforward  at 
<£.  3  per  cent^  compound  mterest, 
the  Debt  remaining  unredeemed, 
in  the  year  1849,  according  to  the 
Existing  System,  would  be  wholly 
redeemed  m  the  year  1883* 

And  the  Debt  remaining  unre- 
deemed in  1843,  according  to  the 
Proposed  Plan,  would  be  wholly 
redeemed  in  the  year  1869. 


National  Debt  Office,!    ^  mnHAM 
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